
Visit us at —
www.mountain
messenger.com

Inside This Week
Number of Sections: 1

GENERAL
Briefly ........................... 3
Classified ...................... 6
For the Record .............. 3
Obituaries ..................... 4
School ........................... 9
ENTERTAINMENT
Puzzles ......................... 8
Steppin’ Out ............... 10

$1.00

The Weekend Newspaper for the Greenbrier Valley - Lewisburg, West VirginiaVol. XLI, No. 36

Nature’s Way
    By Karen Cohen

on page 4

WVSOM New
Executive Director
Page 9

See “County Roads Beer Co.” ___Page 5

September 7, 2024

Designs now being accepted for piano 
painting contest

The winning piano design will be placed outside of Lewisburg City Hall 
Local artists will work with a different 

sort of canvas this fall with the Lewisburg 
in Bloom Committee’s outdoor piano 
painting contest. This contest is for the 
painting of a new piano that will be in-
stalled outside of Lewisburg City Hall for 
the public’s use. 

Participating artists will need to submit 
a design to be chosen by Mayor Beverly 
White by Monday, Sept. 30. Artists need 
to paint and seal their designs. The key-
board and pedals cannot be painted.

The artists will create their artwork on 
the piano this fall. The winner will be 
awarded $200 after the completion of the 
project.

Please contact Shannon Beatty at sbe-
atty@lewisburg-wv.org or call her at 304-
645-2080 to enter the contest. This piano is the template of the latest piano painting contest, and the winning entry 

will be selected by Mayor White to be painted and installed outside of Lewisburg 
City Hall this fall.

New brewery, Country Roads Beer Co., opens 
in White Sulphur

By Stephen Baldwin, RealWV
“Country roads, take me home, to the place I belong, 

West Virginia!” 
Most every West Virginian has those John Denver lyr-

ics memorized. But Sophia Hibbs and Frankie Weinberg 
took them to heart. 

Frankie previously worked at Greenbrier Valley 
Brewing Company. His career in the brewing industry 
then took him to Charlottesville, Atlanta, and Peachtree 
City to a variety of small and large facilities. 

But he and Sophia felt an itch to come back home to 
West Virginia and open their own brewery. 

They mentioned their desire to Sophia’s dad, who 
said, “Have you looked into the old Big Draft in White 
Sulphur?” He thought it might be an easier transition 
than starting from scratch as all the equipment was still 
in place. 

“My dad knows the Rich family who own it, because 
he does their pest control, so we were able to get in 
touch with them and share our interest,” Sophia shared. 
“They said, ‘Come up with a business plan and get back 
to us.’ So that’s what we did.”

“To our surprise, our vision for the brewery was the 
same as the Rich family,” she said. “Over the summer, 
we’ve been able to flip it around and get it open.” 

They’ve taken a team approach, with Sophia leading 
operations, Frankie leading the brewery, and Chef Ste-
phen Anderson leading the restaurant. 

Beside the new beers, of course, customers can expect 
several other changes from the previous brewery, Big 
Draft. 

“We rebuilt the bar,” Sophia says. “It slanted a little 
bit, so we fixed that.” 

Frankie Weinberg, Stephen Anderson, and So-
phia Hibbs comprise the leadership team at 
Country Roads Beer Co located in downtown 
White Sulphur Springs, WV.

Lindsey Raines 
Memorial Scholarship 
Poker Run to be held 

this weekend
The 18th annual Lindsey Raines Memorial Schol-

arship Poker Run will be held on Saturday, Sept. 7. 
The event begins with registration at 9 a.m. at Spare 
Time Sports Bar and Grill in Lewisburg. A breakfast 
buffet will be served until noon. Participants can start 
their run any time after registering, with the final 
bike arriving at the Rainelle Moose Lodge by 4 p.m. 

Each entry is $30, and all types of vehicles are 
welcome to enter. Prizes will be awarded for the best 
and worst poker hands, and additional activities in-
clude door prizes, raffles, and an auction.

Scholarships funded by this event support students 
at several area high schools. For more informa-
tion, contact Paul Raines at 304-438-7102 or Bruce 
Dowdy at 304-647-3155. 

Fall Flea Market returns 
to State Fairgrounds 

By Chelsea Blair
The heavily-anticipated Fall Flea 

Market is returning to the West Virginia 
State Fairgrounds this weekend, and 
will run from Friday, Sept. 6 through 
Sunday, Sept. 8. It will be open from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Friday and Saturday, 
and from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Sunday. 

The Fair is anticipating a large turnout 
of vendors from near and far, both in-
door and outdoor, following the spring 
flea market’s success with around 200 
vendors. Anticipate finding everything 
from antiques and décor to handcrafted 
items and more. 

Those attending can enjoy food from 
vendors such as GH Concessions Steak 
Sandwiches, Coach’s Dippin’ Dots, Ben 

Ellen Donuts, and Belt’s Pizza, as well as The WV Pickle Guy, who 
will have a stand in the WV Building.

Entry to the event is free, and parking will be available in the free 
parking lot. For large purchases, such as furniture, assistance will be 
available to help haul and load items to your vehicle at the tunnel. 

Seagull Seafood 
restaurant opens at 
Greenbrier Valley 

Mall 
By Sarah Richardson 
The Greenbrier Valley is now home to a seafood res-

taurant, Seagull Seafood, after they opened for business 
earlier this week. Located in Greenbrier Valley Mall, 
in the old Carlito’s location directly beside Advance 
Auto Parts, they are currently serving seafood platters 
including white fish, cod fish, fresh salmon, catfish, 
crab cakes, tilapia, flounder, and more. They also have 
oysters, shrimp, po-boys, and non-seafood items such 
as chicken strips, wings, burgers, salads, desserts, and a 
variety of appetizers.

The business states online that they plan to expand 
their menu after the initial opening period. They are 
open from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through Saturday, 
and 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Sundays. 

For more information, visit “Seagull Seafood” on 
Facebook, or call 681-318-3342 or 681-318-3343. 

Stone Bench 
Dedicated
Page 5
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PICK OF THE LITTER

DON’T SHOP •  ADOPT!

ZEUS
Zeus is a five-year-
old pit bull mix and 
weighs 89 pounds

These and other animals are available at the Greenbrier Humane So-
ciety, located at 151 Holiday Lane off of Rt. 60 West in Lewisburg. They 
are closed Sunday and Monday, and are open from 11 a.m. through 5 
p.m. Tuesday through Saturday.

Their cat adoption fee is $65 and covers spay/neuter surgery, 
first kitty vaccinations, rabies vaccine, de-worming, toe nail trim 
and flea treatment.

Their dog adoption fee is $85 and covers spay/neuter surgery, 
first dog vaccinations, rabies vaccine, de-worming, toe nail trim, 
flea bath and flea treatment.

Call 304-645-4775 for more information.
They also offer donation-based spay/neuter vouchers, and clin-

ics are filled on a first-come, first-served basis. They use a lot of 
vets in the area but the clinics fill up fast! Fill out an application to 
help prevent animal overpopulation! Call 304-645-4775 for more 
information.

JASMINE
Jasmine is a three-year-old 
female domestic shorthair

See “Camp Union” __Page 3

WVDEP opens 2025 Roadsides 
in Bloom Photo Contest

The deadline for entries is September 13
The West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection (WVDEP) is now 

taking submissions for the 22nd Annual 2025 “Roadsides in Bloom” calendar 
contest.

The deadline for entries is Friday, Sept. 13.
The following rules for the contest apply:
• Photographs must be taken in West Virginia.
• Entries must be submitted as an 8”x10” print in high resolution and must be 

landscape orientation (Portrait orientation will not be accepted). Print quality 
demands the photos have a resolution of 300 pixels per inch (ppi) or better. Low-
resolution images may be inadequate and not considered.

• Entries must be in electronic format and submitted to dep.aah@wv.gov.
• Flowers must be growing along a road and the road must be prominently 

visible in the frame.
• Name, address, phone number, e-mail address (if you have one) and a short 

description of the most prominent flower depicted, including location and coun-
ty of where the photo was taken, must appear in the upper left-hand corner on 
the back of the photo. Photos become property of the WVDEP and will not be 
returned.

• No more than three entries per person. Winners will be required to submit a 
digital copy of their photo.

12 winners will be selected to represent the months of the year. A grand-prize 
winner will be chosen to appear on the calendar cover.

Commemorative event for Camp Union to be held 
by Historical Society 

In two years, 2026, Americans will 
celebrate the 250th anniversary of the 
founding of our nation.  In some ways, 
that founding had roots here in the 
Greenbrier Valley in August and Sep-
tember 1774, with the gathering of the 
militia forces under Col. Andrew Lewis 
at Camp Union - now Lewisburg.

The Greenbrier Historical Society and 
a host of partners have planned a com-
memorative event of Camp Union for 
Sept. 27, 28, and 29 in Lewisburg. All 
events are free to the public.

Camp Union weekend will consist 
of living history re-enactments on the 
grounds of the Greenbrier Historical 
Society’s Barracks and across from the 
Lewis Spring where the actual events 
took place; visits by all 8th grade stu-
dents in Greenbrier County on Friday; 
open to the public on Saturday and on 
Sunday morning. Eighteenth century 
surveyors, fife and drum musicians, 
Native American interpreters, and mili-
tia reenactors will all bring this history 
to life.  Space in Montwell Commons’ 
Clingman Center will be available for 
any indoor needs.

The GHS’s Barracks building will 

The historical marker for the militia gathering in 1774 is in the foreground 
with the Barracks building, behind which the reenactments will be held, 
in the background of this photo.  

host a new traveling exhibit about Camp 
Union/Lord Dunmore’s War. The exhibit 
will later be loaned to libraries, schools, 
or other museums. The weekend will 
culminate in a keynote lecture by Alan 
Gutchess, Director of the Fort Pitt Mu-
seum, on Sunday, Sept. 29 at 2 p.m. at 
Lewisburg’s Carnegie Hall. This lecture 
will provide insights on the settler-Native 
American conflicts that led to Lord Dun-
more’s War, and Native American per-
spectives. Following the lecture, attend-
ees are invited to a reception at the North 
House Museum, where the Camp Union 
traveling exhibit will again be on view.

The fledgling union of American colo-
nies did not have a professional army.  
However, the mustering of this militia, 
their march to Point Pleasant, their par-
ticipation in battle, and the logistics re-
quired to support such a large force were 
excellent training opportunities for the 
frontiersmen.

Besides participating in Dunmore’s 
War, men at Camp Union became promi-
nent military leaders during the Revolu-
tionary War, such as Brig. Gen. Andrew 
Lewis, Brig. Gen. George Mathews, and 

Back to School Safe Driving 
Tips: Keep Our Kids Safe

The West Virginia Gov-
ernor’s Highway Safety 
Program (GHSP) reminds 
drivers to be on high alert 
as children head back to 
school.

Law enforcement offi-
cers will be targeting mo-
torists who fail to follow 
all traffic laws, including, 
but not limited to, speed 
limits in school zones, 
yielding to pedestrians in 
crosswalks, and passing 
school buses when their 
lights are flashing and stop 
arms are extended.

To help keep students 
safer on West Virginia 
roadways, the GHSP re-
minds drivers of these 
tips:

• Slow down. Watch for 
children gathering near 
bus stops.

• Obey the speed limit 
around schools. Watch for 
children walking in the 
street, especially if there 
are no sidewalks in the 
neighborhood.

• When driving in neigh-
borhoods with school 
zones, watch for students 
who may be focusing on 

getting to school instead 
of focusing on where they 
are walking.

• Be alert. Children ar-
riving late for the bus may 
dart into the street without 
looking for traffic.

• When backing out of 
a driveway or leaving a 
garage, watch for students 
walking or bicycling to 
school.

• Yellow flashing lights 
indicate that the bus is 
preparing to stop to load 
or unload students. Motor-
ists should slow down and 
prepare to stop.

• Red flashing lights 
and/or extended stop arms 
signal that the bus has 
stopped and that students 
are getting on or off. Driv-
ers MUST stop their vehi-
cles and wait until the red 
lights stop flashing.

“We encourage motor-
ists to be especially vigi-
lant around school zones 
and stopped school buses 
in traffic,” said GHSP Di-
rector Jack McNeely. “Il-
legally passing a school 
bus not only carries legal 
consequences, but it could 

also be a matter of life and 
death for a child.

“Please slow down and 
exercise extreme cau-
tion when driving around 
schools or school buses. 
Remember: Red Means 
Stop. Be safe and know 
the danger zone,” Mc-
Neely concluded.

New NHTSA data 
shows that 104 people 
died in school-transpor-
tation-related crashes in 
2022. From 2013 to 2022 
more than 1,000 people 
died in school-transporta-
tion-related crashes; 198 
of those were children age 
18 and younger. Of those 
children killed, 40% were 
occupants of other vehi-
cles, 38% were pedestri-
ans, 18% were occupants 
of school transportation 
vehicles, 3% were bicy-
clists, and 1% were using 
personal devices such as 
skateboards, scooters, and 
wheelchairs.

To contact the West Vir-
ginia Governor’s High-
way Safety Program, visit 
highwaysafety.wv.gov or 
call 304-926-2509.

Carnegie Hall’s Taste Of Our 
Towns vendor registration ends 

Friday, September 13
On Saturday, Oct. 12, 

from 12 noon to 4 p.m., 
Carnegie Hall’s Taste of 
Our Towns (TOOT) festi-
val will bring thousands of 
visitors to downtown Lew-
isburg. TOOT is a fund-
raiser for Carnegie Hall, 
but also benefits local 
businesses and nonprof-
its that take advantage of 
this great opportunity. Not 
only is it profitable, with 
vendors keeping 100% of 
their sales, but it is also 
great exposure, as thou-
sands of potential custom-
ers annually attend.

TOOT involves the 
closing of downtown 
Lewisburg on Washing-
ton, Court, and Church 
Streets and distribution 
of a map orienting pa-
trons to vendor locations, 
Art Block, entertainment, 
and demonstrations. The 
festival strives to offer 
a food tasting adventure 
featuring the fare of south-
eastern West Virginia, in-
cluding Greenbrier, Poca-
hontas, Webster, Nicholas, 
Fayette, Summers, and 
Monroe Counties.

This year will also in-

clude a TOOT after par-
ty from 4 to 8 p.m. on 
Church Street, with enter-
tainment provided by The 
Davisson Brothers Band, 
a genre-blurring moun-
tain rock band formed 
in Clarksburg, WV. The 
band has created a unique-
ly authentic Appalachian 
country sound, which has 
helped them grow into 
one of the most success-
ful independent acts in 
the world. Tickets for the 
outdoor concert go on sale 
Sept. 13.

Restaurants, businesses, 
and nonprofit organiza-
tions are invited to be a 
vendor at TOOT 2024. 
The non-refundable reg-
istration fee is $300 ($200 
for nonprofits) and ven-
dors keep 100% of their 
profits. Vendor registra-
tion ends Friday, Sept. 13.

Vendors set their own 

item prices for the festival. 
The vendor’s proposed 
menu is due Sept. 14.

Vendors are promoted 
on the official TOOT 
map during the four-hour, 
food-focused event and 
retain 100% of the pro-
ceeds. Vendors should 
plan now to be a part of 
this local tradition.

To register or for more 
information please visit 
www.carnegiehallwv.org/
taste-of-our-towns. Booth 
location preferences are 
fulfilled on a first come, 
first served basis. Carne-
gie Hall reserves the right 
to decline an application 
or to require alternate food 
selections.

For more information 
contact Carnegie Hall De-
velopment Manager Kit 
Lindsey at 304-645-7917 
or email devassociate@
carnegiehallwv.org.
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Briefly

Public Meetings
Rainelle Town Council
meetings are held every second and fourth Monday of 
each month at 7 p.m. at Rainelle City Hall. The public is 
invited to attend.

Greenbrier County Farmland 
Protection Board
meets on the fourth Thursday of each month at 10:30 
a.m. at the Greenbrier County Courthouse, 912 Court 
Street North, Lewisburg, WV  24901 in the County Com-
mission Meeting Room. The public is invited to attend. 
Call 304-520-3221 for more information.

Historic Landmark Commission
will meet Monday, Sept. 9 at 5 p.m. in the PauL R. Cool-
ey Council Chambers, City Hall, 942 Washington Street 
West Lewisburg to hear the following applications.
•	 Approval	of	July	Minutes
•	 Jim	Morgan,	140	Oak	St	-	6-foot	deck	extension
•	 Alex	Smith,	180	Courtney	Dr	-	replace	roof	(cedar	
 composite)
•	 Stephanie	Bachman,	163	Randolph	St	-	replace	roof
•	 Brandon	Johnson,	914	Jefferson	St	-	paint	exterior	of	
	 existing	building
•	 Jody	Wooton,	886	Washington	St	-	submit	drawings	
	 for	fire	door
•	 GVRP,	970	Jefferson	St	-	add	a	10’x30’x8’	addition	to	
 back of the log structure
•	 Kahsyne LLC, 775 Court St - Remove N.E. corner 
 stairwell & add stair to structure between building & 
 church, cover stairs with material awning. Clad West & 
 North side of building in hardy board & baton material, 
 placement of windows and store front system
•	 Libby	Tomar,	1505	Washington	St	East	-	remove	exist-
	 ing	driveway	to	create	new	driveway	off	Dwyer	Lane
•	 Katie	Kilcotlin-Jennifer	Orr	-	construct	new	structure	
	 161	Dwyer	Lane
•	 Comments	from	the	public
•	 Comments	from	the	Commissioners
•	 Comments	from	the	Planning	and	Zoning	Officer
Next scheduled meeting of the Lewisburg Historic Land-
mark Commission, will be Monday, Oct. 7, at 5 p.m. with 
a deadline of Monday, Sept. 20 at 12 noon

Lewisburg Building Commission
will meet Wednesday, Sept. 11, at 5 p.m. in the Paul R. 
Cooley	Council	Chamber	at	the	new	Public	Works	Build-
ing on Stonehouse Road, Lewisburg. The items for dis-
cussion are:
•	 Public	Works	Building	Change	Order	#
•	 Approval	of	Minutes	-	Aug.	20,	2024

Lewisburg Planning Commission
will meet Thursday, Sept. 12, at 5:30 p.m. in the Paul 
R. Cooley Council Chambers, 942 Washington Street W, 
Lewisburg.	On	the	agenda:
•	 Discussion:	Wayfinding	signage

Greenbrier County Magistrate 
Court Convictions

Richard L. Sigley, Sinks Grove, leaving the scene of an 
accident,	fine	$100,	NCP
Jason	Scott	Hanna,	Crawley,	use	of	electronic	device	
without hands-free equipment, GP
Robert Earl Quillin, Lewisburg, unlawful removal, in-
jury	to	or	destruction	of	property,	fine	$100,	NCP
Travis Wayne Wickline, Rupert, 1) unlawful removal, 
injury	 to	 or	 destruction	 of	 property,	 fine	 $75,	 jail	 30	
days - suspended and placed on 12 months unsu-
pervised	 probation;	 2)	 battery,	 fine	 $75,	 jail	 60	 days	
- suspended and placed on 12 months unsupervised 
probation, NCP
Melinda	Donahue,	Caldwell,	possession	of	controlled	
substance	without	valid	prescription,	fine	$100,	NCP
Shane	Curtis	Krebbeks,	Rupert,	shoplifting,	fine	$100,	
NCP
Richard	Arthur	 Coleman,	 Rupert,	 no	 insurance,	 fine	
$200,	GP
Jonathan	 Cales,	 Rainelle,	 fraudulent	 use	 of	 credit	
card, jail 30 days, GP
Tyler Treadwell, Shady Spring, speeding 10 mph or 
less	in	excess	on	highway,	fine	$10,	NCP
Brehana	Raekell	Scott,	Ronceverte,	1)	speeding	-	85	in	
a	70	zone,	fine	$30;	2)	improper	passing,	fine	$25,	NCP
Desiree	Michelle	Odell,	Rainelle,	1)	no	operators,	fine	
$25;	2)	improper	lane	change,	fine	$25,	NCP
Teresa	A.	Samsock,	Renick,	use	of	electronic	device	
without	hands-free	equipment,	fine	$100,	NCP
Justin	Robinson,	Ronceverte,	operating	ATV	on	road	or	
highway,	fine	$100,	community	service:	10	hours,	GP
Ernest	Elton	Bennett,	Rainelle,	1)	ginseng	dealer	per-
mit	 required,	 fine	 $500;	 2)	 illegal	 possession	 of	 gin-
seng,	fine	$500,	GP
Benjamin	Henry	Sturgell,	Lewisburg,	improper	dispos-
al	of	solid	waste,	fine	$100,	NCP
Steven	 F.	 Bahlmann,	 Seabrook,	 SC,	 speeding,	 fine	
$24,	GP
Eric	S.	Burdette,	Lewisburg,	possession	of	a	controlled	
substance,	fine	$100,	GP
Stephanie	Renea	Osborne,	Quinwood,	obstructing	an	
officer,	fine	$150,	NCP
Kevin	Collins,	Canton,	OH,	speeding,	fine	$5,	NCP
Jason	 Wade	 Scott,	 Renick,	 obscene,	 harassing,	
threatening phone calls, jail 120 days - suspended and 
placed	on	18	months	unsupervised	probation,	NCP

Blood Drive
The Greenbrier Valley Board of Realtors 5th spon-
sored Blood Drive will be held at the WVSOM 
Alumni Center on Tuesday, Sept. 3 from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m.

Alderson Farmers Market
is held each Tuesday from 3 p.m. - 6 p.m. beginning 
May 7 - Oct. 29. They offer WIC, senior vouchers, 
carrot club for children, stretch, snap, and they ac-
cept credit cards (purchases must be $5 or more).

Senior Farmers Market Nutrition 
Program vouchers available
The Greenbrier County Committee on Aging now 
has vouchers available for the 2024 Senior Farmers 
Market Nutrition Program.
Vouchers are available at the following locations:
• Western Greenbrier Senior Center, 284 Greenbrier 
Street Rupert 304-392-5138. Monday through Friday 
9 to 11 a.m. and 1 to 3 p.m.
• Eastern Greenbrier Senior Center, 150 Taylor Lane 
Fairlea 304-645-1978. Monday through Friday. 8 to 
10 a.m. and 1 to 3 p.m.
Must be at least 60 years of age and meet income 
guidelines. Bring ID with proof of age.

Veteran’s Memorial Museum 
of Southern West Virginia, 419 Ballangee Street, 
Hinton, WV, is open Saturdays 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.. 
Call 304-466-4443 for more information or to 
schedule a tour.

Philip	Bryson	Sloan	to	Karleigh	Elisabeth	
 Collins
Brandon	Michael	Gower	to	Crystal	Joy	Boyd
Paxton	Wade	King	to	Hannah	Marie	Cochran
Phillip	Dwayne	Clements	to	Kachina	Marie	
 Matheney
Michael	Shawn	Mitchem	to	Kimberly	Dawn	
 Cahill

Marriages

 New Cases from 8/28/24 to 9/4/24

New Civil Cases
Lovely Gardner v. Kroger Limited Partnership I, 

an Ohio Corporation
Allied First Bank, SB DBA Servbank, SB v. Patrick 

Murphy

New Divorces
Richard Wayne Bostic and Melissa Bernadine Bostic

Suits
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Corrections:
We	 want	 to	 correct	 errors	
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rections.	

Jeffrey	 L.	 Thompson	 to	 Derek	 Thompson	 and	 Lindsey	
Thompson:	1.524	acres,	Anthony	Creek	District,	Map	54	
Parcel	39.1.	Filed	Aug.	26,	2024.
Ironsides	LLC	to	William	E.	Irons	Jr.	and	Sara	K.	Irons:	
1.65	acres,	Fort	Spring	District,	Map	6	Parcel	1.1.	Filed	
Aug.	26,	2024.
Leonidas	Martinez	and	Linda	Martinez	to	Timothy	Bailey,	
Victoria	Zill,	Jeff	Thomas,	and	Rich	Fullmer	(trustee	of	the	
Mountain	View	Conference	of	Seventh-Day	Adventists):	
8.63	 acres,	 Lewisburg	 District,	 Map	 19	 Parcel	 6.	 Filed	
Aug.	26,	2024.
Said	Raghep	to	Adam	Whanger:	½	of	lots	14-17,	Rainelle	
District,	Map	5	Parcel	461,	463,	465,	467.	Filed	Aug.	26,	
2024.
My	Ruby	Slippers	LLC	to	Justin	C.	Darby	and	Myrtle	C.	
Darby:	lot	75,	0.26	acres,	Meadow	Bluff	District,	Map	55B	
Parcel	86.	Filed	Aug.	26,	2024.
Trevor	M.	Yale	to	William	Z.	Yale:	82.853	acre,	Meadow	
Bluff	District,	Map	61	Parcel	87.	Filed	Aug.	26,	2024.
Trevor	M.	 Yale	 to	 Deborah	M.	 Yale:	 18.22,	 6,	 36,	 and	
29.99	 acres,	Meadow	Bluff	District,	Map	 65	Parcel	 23,	
24,	25,	13.	Filed	Aug.	26,	2024.
Danny	A.	and	Lois	S.	Hall	Family	Land	Trust	to	Jeffrey	A.	
Hall	Family	LLC:	lot	26	phase	II,	Lewisburg	District,	Map	
26	Parcel	0093.	Filed	Aug.	26,	2024.
Stephen	Hogset	(executor	of	 the	Estate	of	John	Brans-
ford)	to	Luther	J.	McCoy:	16	acres,	40P,	43	acres,	98P,	
39	acres,	20P,	Williamsburg	District,	Map	9999	Parcel	23,	
24,	25.	Filed	Aug.	26,	2024.
Richard	 Ruddle	 and	 Colleen	 E.	 Ruddle	 to	 Andrew	 C.	
Ruddle and Nicholas Ruddle: 25.21 acres, Irish Corner 
District,	Map	20	Parcel	12.	Filed	Aug.	26,	2024.
Patricia	 E.	 Grafton	 to	 Raynette	 L.	 Harris:	 28.03	 acres,	
Fort	Spring	District,	Map	17	Parcel	5.	Filed	Aug.	26,	2024.
Richard	 D.	 Keener	 and	 Shelby	 J.	 Keener	 to	 Johny	 R.	
Keener:	 lot	2	Meadow	Bluff	District,	Map	22	Parcel	19.	
Filed	Aug.	27,	2024.
Helen	H.	Baker	to	John	H.	Mooney:	lot	14,	block	4,	Todd,	
Lewisburg	 District,	 Map	 29	 Parcel	 90.	 Filed	 Aug.	 27,	
2024.
Stephan	M.	Hicks	to	Dale	A.	Brown:	0.49	acres,	Meadow	
Bluff	District,	Map	56P	Parcel	9.	Filed	Aug.	27,	2024.	
Richard	D.	Keener	and	Shelby	J.	Keener,	et	al,	to	Johny	
Ray	Keener,	Lot	2,	Meadow	Bluff	District.	Filed	Aug.	27,	
2024.
Helen	H.	Baker	to	John	H.	Mooney,	Lot	14,	Blk	4	TODD	
District,	Lewisburg	Corp.	Filed	Aug.	27,	2024.
Stephan	M.	Hicks	 to	Dale	A.	Brown,	 .49	acre,	Meadow	
Bluff	District.	Filed	Aug.	27,	2024.
Cathy	Riffe	Jones	to	AMSA	Automotive,	Inc.,	Lot	3	or	.88	
acre,	Lewisburg	Corp.	Filed	Aug.	27,	2024.
Teresa	Kim	Wolfe	Flinn	Living	Trust	 (by	 trustee	Teresa	
Kim	Wolfe	Flinn)	and	Raymond	Dale	Flinn	to	Teresa	Kim	
Wolfe	Flinn	and	Raymond	Dale	Flinn,	2.208	acres,	Ron-
ceverte	Corp.	Filed	August	27,	2024.
Sharon	A.	Gabbert	and	Joseph	C.	Hassell,	et	al,	to	Billy	
McCarty	and	Tracey	McCarty,	et	ux,	Lot	5	and	part	of	Lot	
4,	White	Sulphur	District.	Filed	August	27,	2024.	
Robert	L.	Hughart	and	Martha	J.	Hughart	to	Robert	Leigh	
Helzer, Sherry Renne Polhemus, William Patrick Marh-
sall,	 et	 al,	 58.75	acres,	Frankford	District.	Filed	August	
27, 2024. 
Angela	Boone	to	Justin	Rich,	4.5	acres,	Quinwood	Corp.	
Filed	August	28,	2024.
Johnnie	F.	Morrison	Jr.,	Victoria	D.	Zeiner,	James	Morri-
son,	and	Jason	Morrison,	et	al,	to	Johnnie	F.	Morrison	Jr.,	
Victoria	D.	Zeiner,	James	Morrison,	and	Jason	Morrison,	
et	al,	29.20	acres,	Meadow	Bluff	District.	Filed	August	28,	
2024.
Fleshman	Brother	Properties	LLC	to	Dakota	Smith,	Lots	
118,	 119,	 and	120,	Meadow	Bluff	District.	 Filed	August	
28,	2024.

For the Record
Deeds

Camp Union              Continued from Front Page

Ronald	William	Dolan	to	Channing	B.	Judy	and	Autumn	
S.	Judy,	et	al,	1	acre,	to	Fort	Spring	District.	Filed	August	
29, 2024.
Bonnie	Marie	Jennings	to	Channing	B.	Judy	and	Autumn	
S.	Judy,	et	al,	1	acre,	Fort	Spring	District.	Filed	August	
29, 2024.
Lorene	Pitsenbarger	Billings	McClung	by	attorney	in	fact,	
Sandra	Joe	Billings	Sanders,	and	Darrell	Leroy	Sanders	
by	attorney	in	fact,	et	al,	to	April	Hager	Taylor,	Lots	17	and	
18,	Meadow	Bluff	District.	Filed	August	29,	2024.

Brig. Gen. William Russell.  Some were also prominent 
political leaders afterward, including Governor Isaac 
Shelby of Kentucky, acting Governor William Fleming 
of Virginia, and Governor George Mathews of Georgia, 
among others.  

And, by all accounts, these soldiers were formidable 
men.

Regarding the Virginia militiamen of this campaign, 
Col. William Preston, County Lieutenant of Fincastle 
County stated on Oct. 13, 1774,

“This body of militia being mostly armed with rifle 
guns, and a great part of them good woodsmen, are 
looked upon to be at least equal to any troops for the 
number that have been raised in America.”

This assessment was echoed by U.S. President Theo-
dore Roosevelt, in his book, The Winning of the West, 
Volume I (p308).  

“The backwoodsmen who were to form the army of 
Lewis had begun to gather at the Levels of Greenbriar 
before the 1st of September….it may be doubted if a 
braver or physically finer set of men were ever got to-
gether on this continent.”

During the Revolutionary War, George Washington 
is said to have responded to the revolutionary spirit of 
these counties: “Strip me of the dejected and suffering 
remnants of my army; take from me all that I have left; 
leave me but a banner; give me but the means to plant 
it upon the mountains of West Augusta, and I will yet 
draw around me the men who will lift up their bleeding 
country from the dust and set her free.”

Al Emch, President of the Greenbrier Historical Soci-
ety, said, “The spirit of these men is unequalled. Imagine 
the difficult circumstances of their march to Point Pleas-
ant and their worry for the families they left behind. No 
wonder George Washington applauded their courage.”

Emch went on to say, “We hope everyone will come 
out to see the reenactment of Camp Union, hear the lec-
ture at Carnegie Hall and learn about the role the people 
of the Greenbrier Valley played in Dunmore’s War and 
the American Revolution.”

Notice 
West Virginia Statewide Independent Living Council 

Quarterly	Board	meeting	Oct.	2,	2024
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

6908	MacCorkle	Ave.
St.	Albans,	WV	25177
To	Join	by	ZOOM

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82194833004?pwd=MitrV
lVhSUl5RUNwL2Zibm02bUM0UT09
We	are	a	nonprofit	organization. 

American Heritage 
Music Hall fundraisers set

There will be a spaghetti dinner held on Saturday, 
Sept. 7, from 2 to 7 p.m. at the Asbury Community 
Center, 9818 Alta Drive, Asbury, as a fundraiser for 
the American Heritage Music Hall. The following 
weekend on Saturday, Sept. 14, will be the fourth an-
nual Fall Craft and Vendor Show fundraiser, which 
will be held from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Rhema 
Christian Life Center gym, 3584 Davis Stuart Road,  
Lewisburg.

Proceeds from these events go to the Ameri-
can Heritage Music Hall, a nonprofit organization. 
Please come out and support the American Heritage 
Music Hall and all the talented local area crafters.
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Betty Jane McVey 
Shields

Betty Jane McVey 
Shields went home to be 
with the Lord on August 
28, 2024. She was born 
on September 30, 1930, 
and lived most of her life 
at the family homestead 
on Muddy Creek Moun-
tain. She graduated from 
Ronceverte High School. 
Until her health declined, 
Betty was very active in 
her beloved Grace United 
Methodist Church in Fort 
Spring; serving in various 
volunteer capacities as 
well as teaching Sunday 
school for decades. She 
was also an active volun-
teer in the Farm Bureau, 
Farm Service Agency, and 
4-H. Betty faithfully and 
selflessly cared for her el-
der siblings in their final 
years. She also served in 
various capacities in the 
U.S. Government in the 
1960s. Above all, Betty 
loved Jesus and her family 
and her family loved her. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, Elsie 
Coffman McVey and John 
H. McVey; her siblings, 
Eva C. McVey, John H. 
McVey, and H. Rodgers 
McVey (Gretis); nephews 
Howard Rogers McVey, 
Jr. (Jean), Marjorie Lob-
ban (Charles), and Dr. 
James McVey (Charlotte); 
niece, Lois McVey; and 
nephew, Brian Anderson. 

Betty is survived by 

James Edward Sizemore

James Edward Size-
more, 66, of Alderson, 
WV passed away Wednes-
day, September 4, 2024, 
at his home surrounded 
by his family. Born July 
25, 1958, in Trout, WV 
he was the son of the late 
Samuel David and Theda 
Gray Scott Sizemore.

In addition to his par-
ents, he was preceded in 
death by sisters, Naomi 
Kincaid and Lottie Size-
more, half-brothers, Dale, 
Don and Ray Sizemore 
and half-sister, Dorothy 
Hunter.

Survivors include his 
loving wife of 30 years, 
Belinda Sizemore, daugh-
ter, Brittany Sizemore 
(David Holliday), step-
sons, Michael Dailey 
(Brittney Boggs) and 
Lindsey Jones, stepdaugh-
ter, Amber Dailey, brother, 
Tucker Sizemore (Debbie) 
sisters, Lesa Fitzgerald, 
Delta Sizemore (Dwayne) 
and Jenny Sizemore (Ja-
son), granddaughters, Har-

Angela Sue Ray

Angela Sue Ray, 73, of 
Frankford, WV, passed 
away Tuesday, Sept. 3, 
2024, at her home. Born 
June 4, 1951, at South 
Charleston, WV, she was 
the daughter of the late 
Ralph Herman and Mary 
Madeline Hudson Ray. 

Angie taught in 
Kanawha County Schools 
for over 35 years. She was 
a member of the Enon 
Baptist Church.

Survivors include her 
sisters, Valerie Lyons 
(Wayne), Verna Breaux 
(Dan) and Anita Ray Kirk 
(Jim), special cousin and 
faithful caregiver, Ronda 
Dolan (Tommy), several 
nieces and nephews.

Funeral service will be 
at 1 p.m., Friday, Sept. 6 at 
the Morgan Funeral Home 
Chapel with Pastor Sam 

Obituaries

252 Montvue Drive, 
Lewisburg, WV 24901

304-645-1851

Chapel Seating For 400 Comfortably
Well Lit Parking Lot With 125 Spaces

12 Reserved For Those 
With Exceptionalities

Wheelchair Accessible – 
Modern Technology

Headstones, Markers 
and Memorials

www.morganfh.net
FB-@morganfhwv

James “ Richie” Holliday II, CFSP
Owner/Licensee In Charge

By Karen Cohen

Steven Clark Gottshall

Steven Clark Gottshall, 
known affectionately as 
Steve, passed away on Au-
gust 7, 2024, in Caldwell, 
WV, at the age of 63. Born 
in Springfield, MA, on Oc-
tober 8, 1960, Steve grew 
to embody a spirit of com-
passion and adventure, 
deeply rooted in his Chris-
tian faith. 

Steve grew up in Bern 
Township, graduated 
from Bern Elementary, 
followed by Schuylkill 
Valley and Mt Penn High 
Schools. His academic 
journey continued at 
Penn State, Hahnemann 
University Hospital, and 
St. Joseph’s University, 
shaping a career that 
would touch many lives. 
He dedicated nearly three 
decades to his vocation 
as a Certified Registered 
Nurse Anesthetist, with 
tenures at Mercy Fitzger-
ald Hospital, Guthrie 
Robert Packer Hospital, 
Wilkes Medical Center, 
Hershey Medical Center, 
and most recently, Green-
brier Valley Medical Cen-
ter/CAMC.

Achieving the rank of 
Captain, his years-long 
military service in the 
Army Nurse Corps Re-
serves exemplified his 
commitment to caring 
for others and duty to 
his country and commu-
nity, values he carried 
throughout his life.

Steve was a member of 
First Baptist Church of 
Fairlea. He was a gener-
ous man, always willing 
to share his time and re-
sources with the people he 
loved and those in need. 
An avid outdoorsman, 
his hobbies included bi-
cycling, hiking, camping, 
kayaking, canoeing, mo-
torcycling, four-wheel-
ing, and target shooting. 
Steve’s love of travel took 
him to Canada, Germany, 
France, Spain, Ireland, 
Italy, Greece, Malta, Mex-
ico, and Jamaica, as well 
as many states within the 
US, with his family. Upon 
moving to West Virginia 
in 2002, his childhood 
dreams of building a log 
home on acreage were 
realized. It was there that 
he and Connie raised their 
three beautiful daughters 
and built a loving home.

He is survived by his 
daughters Sarah, Abigail, 
and Amanda, brothers 
David (Beth) and Timo-
thy (Angie) Gottshall, and 
a vast network of aunts, 
uncles, cousins, nieces, 
and nephews. He was pre-
ceded in death by his be-
loved parents, Donald and 
Karen Gottshall.

In lieu of flowers, con-
tributions may be made to 
St. Jude, honoring Steve’s 
lifelong commitment to 
helping others.

Steve’s life and legacy 
will be cherished and hon-
ored by all who had the 
privilege of knowing him. 
A Celebration of Life cer-
emony is being held on 
Saturday, Sept. 14, at First 
Baptist Church of Fairlea. 
Friends and family visita-
tion starts at 10 a.m., with a 
service to follow at 11 a.m.

“Mountaineers are Al-
ways Free!”

Wallace & Wallace Fu-
neral Home in Lewisburg 
is in charge of arrange-
ments. Please send online 
condolences by visiting 
www.WallaceandWallace-
FH.com

Easy Does It 
 Well, home gardeners, the growing season is certain-

ly slowing down, down, down. I am still finding some 
tomatoes, cucumbers, and zucchini but no longer on 
a daily basis. That’s sad because I managed to have a 
freshly made bowl of gazpacho for lunch every day for 
over a month. That really trims off some fat and calories 
along with roaming the mountains and hills, too! 

We had a low of 48 degrees the other morning. Sweat-
ers were donned for our early morning doggie walk. Fall 
is approaching and will hit mid September. Leaves are 
blanketing our long driveway and sometimes falling like 
rain in the forest. Autumn is the best season of the year, 
but I normally say that about every change of season. 
What’s your favorite? 

Fall veggie seeds directly planted in the soil have 
sprouted and have taken hold. Kale, cabbage, arugula, 
and chard are doing just fine after battling summer’s 
heat and leaf chewing insects. With vigilant watering, 
these will keep growing right up and into the first frost 
and snowfall, too. Our garlic cloves will be planted 
around November or late October and then the garden 

rests under chopped leaves, a few shovels full of horse 
manure, and a dusting of grass clippings. All those nu-
trients seep into the garden soil slowly over the months 
and reward us next year with abundance. 

As I enter my own personal fall season of life, I tend 
to relax more. I don’t rest but just once a day and that’s 
at nighttime when I eagerly and quickly latch on to 
eight hours of shut eye. With exercise, wholesome food, 
one cup of coffee per day, daily nuts and fruits, I keep 
this body going. What do you do to keep your battery 
charged? 

I strongly suggest the Ruth Stout no work gardening 
method. Ruth advises gardeners to not till your garden 
soil. Instead mulch with clumps of rotted hay which locks 
in the moisture and keeps out weeds, and plant seeds di-
rectly into the ground. I have followed her tips for over 
50 years from her book called Ruth Stout No-work Gar-
den book and highly recommend it. There are some vid-
eos you can find online to see the real Ruth Stout in action 
or kinda non-action! Search online: Interview and Gar-
den Tour with Ruth Stout-Mulch Queen. Ruth lived to the 

ripe old age of 96; may we all be that lucky! 
Eliminating chemicals from your food and your gar-

den has been my objective in writing this garden col-
umn. Organic simply means: relating to or derived from 
living matter. Strictly organic means: no round-up, no 
biocides, insecticides, or herbicides, and no chemical 
fertilizers. Use only living matter which is the same way 
our forests all over this planet are nourished. Gardens 
should and can pump with life, bugs, frogs, bees, hum-
mingbirds, because they are alive and not poisonous to 
anything including humans and four-leggeds. With fall 
coming and winter not far behind, I put down my paper 
and pen and head out to explore the world beyond my 
garden. I hope you have the energy and curiosity to do 
the same even if you do it by reading books of adventure 
and travel. 

For now and for the future, for your garden and for 
your spirit, I wish you happy growing!

(Karen Cohen is an organic grower of flowers, herbs 
and veggies. She can be reached at natureswaykaren@
gmail.com)

great-nephews, H.R. 
McVey (Detra), Charles 
M. Lobban, Jr., Dr. John 
Lobban (Krista), James 
H. McVey, Jr. (Stephanie), 
and Will McVey (Rachel); 
great-nieces, Melissa 
McVey Cranwell (Rick), 
Lizabeth Lobban Rogers, 
Greta McVey (Cindy), Gail 
McVey Taylor (Doug), 
Kathy McVey Arbaugh 
(Jack), and Lori Lobban 
Anderson; as well as many 
other great-great nieces and 
nephews and great-great-
great nieces and nephews.

A celebration of life will 
be held at River of Life 
Church of God in Alder-
son on Monday, Sept. 9, at 
12 noon. Visitation will be 
from 11 a.m. to 12, prior 
to the service. Burial will 
immediately follow in 
McVey-Stephens Cem-
etery in Fort Spring.

Lantz Funeral Home in 
Alderson is honored to 
serve the family. Online 
condolences may be made 
at Lantzfuneralhome.com

McClung officiating. Visi-
tation will be one hour pri-
or to the service at the fu-
neral home, Friday. Burial 
will follow the service in 
the Rosewood Cemetery, 
Lewisburg.

Online guestbook can 
be signed at www.mor-
ganfh.net. Arrangements 
by Morgan Funeral Home, 
Lewisburg, WV.

Lula Faye Landis Rice

The sweetest gal around 
left to meet up with her 
husband, Joe, on Septem-
ber 3, 2024, just in time 
for supper.

Lula Faye Landis Rice 
was born on April 28, 
1947, at the family farm 
in Falling Spring, VA. She 
was the youngest daugh-
ter of the late Emmett 
and Beulah Byer Landis. 
Lula was a 1966 gradu-
ate of Allegheny County 
High School (go Colts!) in 
Covington, VA, and was 
a standout player in the 
ladies’ softball leagues of 
Allegheny and Greenbrier 
counties.

In 1972, Lula and 
Joe moved to Clinton-
ville, eventually buying 
a small farm in Meadow 
Bluff where they raised 
pigs, sheep, ducks, goats, 
chickens, cows, two or-
nery girls, and one surly 
donkey.

Lula was a devoted vol-
unteer at Greenbrier Val-
ley Hospice, sewing bibs 
for the patients and mak-
ing home visits to brighten 
their remaining days. She 
eventually became a home 
healthcare provider for 
various agencies. A born 
caregiver, Lula became 
a CNA and continued to 
lovingly assist nursing 
home patients in West Vir-
ginia and Virginia.

Known as Sweet Lula 
because of her sunny, lov-
ing disposition she shined 
even brighter after the ar-
rival of her granddaughter, 
Sydney Bryant, in 1992. 
Lula was even in the de-
livery room “helpfully” 
giving suggestions to the 
doctors during Sydney’s 
arrival. Lula enjoyed quilt-
ing, gardening, crochet-
ing, family vacations, and 
reading. She will be loved 
and missed by so many.

In addition to her par-
ents, nine brothers, and 
three sisters, Lula was pre-
deceased by her husband 
of 52 years, Hiawatha 
“Joe” Rice, in 2018. 

Sweet Lula is survived 
by her daughters, Patty 
Bryant (Wes) of Lewis-
burg and Terri Reynolds 
(Mike) of Frankford; her 

beloved granddaughter, 
Sydney Bryant, (Drew 
Dowdy) of Lewisburg; 
Terri’s stepdaughters Re-
becca DeHaven of Hedg-
esville, West Virginia and 
Caroline Thorne of Roa-
noke, Virginia; a sister, 
Mary Elizabeth Davis of 
Annapolis, Maryland; her 
dearest friends Pat Tabor 
of Covington, Virginia, 
Shirley Arnold of Rupert, 
and Linda Carter of the 
Brian Center in Low Moor, 
Virginia; numerous nieces 
and nephews and the best 
neighbors anyone could 
ask for, Brian and Crystal 
Baldwin of Crawley.

Please honor her mem-
ory with acts of everyday 
kindness, avid reading, 
and radiant smiles. That is 
the finest way to honor her 
precious life.

Following Lula’s wish 
there will be no service at 
this time.

Online guestbook can 
be signed at www.mor-
ganfh.net. Arrangements 
by Morgan Funeral Home, 
Lewisburg, WV.

lie and Riley Harrah and 
grandsons, Adam Dylan 
and Parker Jones, several 
nieces and nephews.

Funeral service will be 
12 noon, Tuesday, Sept. 
10, at the Morgan Funeral 
Home, Lewisburg, WV. 
Visitation will be one hour 
prior to the service, Tues-
day at the funeral home. 
Burial will follow the 
service in the New Salem 
Cemetery at Williams-
burg, WV.

Online guestbook can 
be signed at www.mor-
ganfh.net. Arrangements 
by Morgan Funeral Home, 
Lewisburg, WV.
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Club & Church

Church Bulletin         
Mt. Vernon United Methodist 
Church Pie and Ice Cream Supper
There will be a Pie and Ice Cream Supper at Mount 
Vernon United Methodist Church Saturday, Sept. 7, 
at 5 p.m. The church is located between Fort Spring 
and Sinks Grove on Mt. Vernon Road. The menu 
will consist of pork barbecue, hot dogs, various 
side dishes, several types of desserts, including pie 
and ice cream. Proceeds will be used for the church 
ministries. Excess food items, including pies, will 
be auctioned after the meal.

Community Pentecostal Holiness 
Church Homecoming
Community Pentecostal Holiness Church on Brush 
Road in Lewisburg, will have their annual Home-
coming on Sunday, Sept. 8 at 11 a.m. We will have 
special singing. Singers will be 3:16 Crossroads 
which consist of Johnny Shores, Bob Neff, and Jeff 
Bryant. Everyone is welcome to this special service.

St. James Episcopal Church Tailgate 
Come join St. James Episcopal Church for good 
food and fun on Sunday, Sept. 8, for a Tailgate 
Celebration commemorating the start of our fall 
programming.  St. James is a welcoming and inclu-
sive community where people of all stripes come 
to have an experience of the sacred, to find heal-
ing and renewal, and to engage in the well-being of 
the wider Lewisburg area. Our Tailgate Celebration 
is an annual event where we showcase our various 
ministries and programs and where members and 
visitors alike chat and relax, learn more about the 
St. James community, and enjoy some good food 
and company. The Tailgate starts immediately fol-
lowing our 10:30 service (roughly 12 noon) and is 
held in the St. James’ parking lot on Court Street.

St. Charles Borromeo Church
Spaghetti Dinner
The World Famous St. Charles Borromeo Spaghetti 
Dinner will be served on Sunday, Oct. 6, from 4 to 6 
p.m.  at St. Charles Borromeo Church, 40798 Mid-
land Trail E., White Sulphur Springs, WV 24986. 
Adult $15, Children (under 12) $5. Dinner includes 
spaghetti, salad, bread, dessert, and a drink. Spa-
ghetti with meat sauce or vegetarian options avail-
able. Dine in or Take out. 50/50 Raffle. For ticket 
reservations call the church office at 304-536-1813.
Tickets will also be sold at the door.

Reunions
GEHS Class of 1969 55th Reunion
The first graduating class of Greenbrier East High 
School is holding a 55th Reunion picnic on Sept. 
14, 2024. There is no cost to attend. In order to 
have an idea of how many to expect, classmates are 
asked to reply to the email address below.
When:  September 14, 2024
Where:  Organ Cave Community Center
 2262 Seneca Trail South, Ronceverte, WV 
 24970
Details: Gather at 11 a.m. - Picnic at 1 p.m.
 Dress - casual
 Water & soft drinks provided - Venue does 
 not allow alcoholic beverages
 Bring a covered dish or other food item to 
 share
RSVP: If you plan to attend, send an email to 
 gehs69reunion@gmail.com including the 
 name of the class member and number of 
 attendees (1 or 2).THANK YOU FOR READING

THE MOUNTAIN MESSENGER

Country Roads Beer Co.       
Continued from Front Page

Larry Dean and Jeannie Hanna, site manager 
for the Greenbrier County Committee on Ag-
ing, award a certificate of appreciation to Eric 
Mercer who provided entertainment for the 
Fairlea Site of the Greenbrier County Commit-
tee on Aging. Everyone enjoyed his singing of 
gospel and country music and then joined in 
for karaoke. The center is open from 10 a.m. to 
12 noon, Monday through Friday, any person 
60 or over is invited to participate in the activi-
ties. For more information check out the Face-
book page at “Greenbrier County Committee 
on Aging.” 

Mercer awarded 
certificate by 

Committee on Aging

Stone bench to be dedicated at the 
North House Museum

A memorial stone bench will be dedicated at the North House Museum 
in Lewisburg.

The Sons of the Ameri-
can Revolution will host 
a ceremony dedicating a 
memorial stone bench in 
honor of the 250th anni-
versary of the founding of 
the United States of Amer-
ica at the North House 
Museum in Lewisburg on 
Sept. 7. 

The Greenbrier Val-
ley Chapter of the West 
Virginia Society Sons of 
the American Revolu-
tion President Rhendal C. 
Butler will be present, and 
there will be an evoca-
tion by Rev. Ron Miller, 
the posting of the colors 
by General Hugh Mer-
cer Chapter (Kevin Pruitt 
and Son, Greenbrier East 
High School ROTC), fol-
lowed by the SAR Pledge 
and NSSAR Mission 
Statement. 

Sarah Emch will be 
speaking on the march 
from Lewisburg to Point 
Pleasant. 

Sponsors include the 
Greenbrier County His-
torical Society, NSSAR 
George Washington En-
dowment Fund, Lobban 

Funeral Home, Rhendal 
C. Butler, James A. Tal-
bert, and Tom A. Johnson.

National Society Sons 
of the American Revolu-

tion on www.sar.org.
West Virginia Society of 

the American Revolution 
ww.wvssar.org. 

“We revamped the outdoor area,” she notes. “Added 
some color and more family friendly things. We plan to 
have live music every weekend.” 

“It’s a clean slate with a new staff,” she says. “Every-
body is really excited.” 

As for the menu, Country Roads Beer Co also takes 
a new approach in that department. “Beer fills you up,” 
Sophia says. “You don’t want a three-course meal. A lot 
of breweries do appetizers. We took it to the next level 
with shareable plates.”

In a style she describes as gourmet bar food, Sophia 
says the menu will be rooted in fresh ingredients that 
provide customers flexible options. “Chef has done a 
great job even incorporating the beer into the food.” 

Sophia and Frankie feel fortunate to be in a town that 
is excited to see the brewery reopen. They plan to add to 
their menu over time, host release parties for new brews, 
open the community room in the coming months for 
special events, and open the cafe in the spring of 2025. 

Country Roads Beer Co is open Wednesday and 
Thursday from 12 noon to 8 p.m., Friday and Saturday 
from 12 noon to 10 p.m., and Sunday from 12 noon to 
8 p.m. Visit their website at www.countryroadsbeerco.
com for further information.

Flights are a popular option for those wanting 
to sample a selection of drinks.

Photo RealWV
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FOR SALE
Heritage Old Time Ap-
ples. Wolf River, Fallawa-
ter, and others. Pick your 
own. $18.00 per bushel. 
Call 304-645-7318.

HELP WANTED
INSULATION INSTALL-
ERS. Shores & Shores 
Insulation is now accept-
ing applications for im-
mediate employment of 
fi berglass insulation in-
staller, as well as spray 
foam techs. We will train 
and pay will be discussed. 
Please call 304-645-7535 
for appointment.

HELP WANTED
SALES REPRESENTA-
TIVE. Shores & Shores 
Insulation is now ac-
cepting applications for 
immediate employment 
for sales representative. 
Applicant needs to have 
a high school diploma, 
good driving record and 
some knowledge of con-
struction. Salary will be 
discussed. Please call 304-
645-7535 for appoint-
ment.

Need To Advertise: Contact Debra: debra@mountainmedianews.com
Have Legals? Email them to legalads@mountainmedianews.com

Robert’s Tree Service

Serving Greenbrier, Monroe & Pocahontas Counties

STUMP
GRINDING

Brandon Roberts, Owner
(304) 661-4086

Roberts’ Tree Service

Quick Essentials
M I N I  S T O R A G E

FOUR SIZES TO CHOOSE FROM:

$40/mo.
$60/mo.

$70/mo.
$80/mo.

Greenbrier Valley Fitness (SOUTH)
8486 Seneca Trail S.

Ronceverte, WV 24970
681-318-3340

Monday-Friday 5:00 A.M.-7:00 P.M.
Saturday 8:00 A.M.-1:00 P.M.    Closed Sunday

Greenbrier Valley Fitness (NORTH)
213 Coleman Drive

Lewisburg, WV 24901
304-645-4000

Monday-Friday 6:00 A.M.-8:00 P.M.
Closed Saturday & Sunday

24/7 For Members With 24 Hour Access

To advertise 
in the 

Mountain 
Messenger

call 304-647-5724 
or email

ads@mountainmessenger.com.

BEST
STEAKS
IN
TOWN

WEEKEND SPECIAL

Open For Breakfast Saturday & Sunday 8:30-11:00

Prime Rib
Served with salad, vegetable, potato and bread.

Dutch Haus Restaurant
Lewisburg Elks Country Club at 368 Brush Rd., Lewisburg

2 Bedroom Unit Available!
Ronceverte Village Apartments

Rent Based on Income
Homeless Preference

Call Tod

Equal Housing Opportunity

Fourth Way Properties
Check out available properties at

4thwayproperties.com

SUNSET TERRACE MOTEL
106 Pomeroy Circle, Lewisburg

Furnished Room with small refrigerator, microwave, TV, 
WiFi, and coin operated laundry room. Pet friendly, quarter 
mile from downtown Lewisburg, local shops and restau-
rants. All utilities included plus security deposit. Check out 
our website 4thwayproperties.com for pictures and details.

$775 monthly + security deposit
All utilities included

Call Terry or Isela @
(304) 647-8943

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL
Email us at FourthWayProperties@yahoo.com

FOR RENT
MONTHLY FURNISHED ROOMS

ANIMAL CARE
WHEN VETERINARY CARE IS UN-
AVAILABLE or unaffordable, ask 
for Happy Jack® animal healthcare 
products for cats, dogs, & horses.  
At Tractor Supply® & Southern States®. 
(www.happyjackinc.com)

HEALTH/MEDICAL
IS 2024 YOUR YEAR? We’re here for it 
and here for you. Reach your goals this 
year with WeightWatch-ers. Get started 
with THREE months FREE, visit www.
weightwatchersoffer.com/46

DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home.  
Call AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Dental Infor-mation 
Kit with all the details! 1-855-405-3412  
www.dental50plus.com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
GET DISH SATELLITE TV + INTER-
NET!  Free Install, Free HD-DVR Up-
grade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, 
Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS 
HOME INTERNET WITH EARTHLINK. 
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 4G LTE net-
works, no contracts, easy installation, 
and data plans up to 300 GB. Call 844-
230-3640

SWITCH AND SAVE up to $250/year 
on your talk, text and data. No contract 
and no hidden fees. Unlim-ited talk and 
text with flexible data plans. Premium 
nationwide coverage. 100% U.S. based 
customer service. For more informa-
tion, call 1-855-615-6411

JOBS
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING!  Become a Medical Of-
fice Professional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work in 
months!  Call 877-635-0244. The Mis-
sion, Program Information and Tuition 
is located at Career-Technical.edu/con-
sumer-information.  (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

MISCELLANEOUS
DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehi-cle pick-
up and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-964-

4167 today!

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - 
No payments for 18 months! Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available.  Call: 
844-601-2044

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter pro-tec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 
Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-844-295-2840

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now to re-ceive a 
FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying 
purchase. Call 1-844-901-2301 today 
to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company - 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-1282

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 13TH
7:00pm

Special Calf Sale

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 27TH
7:00pm

Special Calf Sale

FRIDAY OCTOBER 11TH
7:00pm

Special Calf Sale

SATURDAY OCTOBER 12TH
2:00pm

Bred/Cull Cow Sale

For more info call PPCA 
Manager Sherry Sullen-

berger 540-499-2718 
or the Pocahontas Co. 

 
at 304-799-4852.

Pocahontas Producers 

Special Sale Schedule 
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Show support for local news, 

while increasing your business 

potential – ADVERTISE in the 

Mountain Messenger today. 

Call 304-647-5724 or email 
ads@mountainmessenger.com.

Experience all-natural, 
all together.
This summer, immerse yourself in lush mountain landscapes 
by railbike. Unforgettable adventures await.

WVtourism.com/RailExplorers

Buffalo Creek

Dear Recycle Lady,
Must beer cans be rinsed out before re-

cycling them?

To Rinse or Not to Rinse

Dear To Rinse or Not to Rinse,
Yes, beer cans as well as soda cans 

must be rinsed out before recycling. Any 

beer or soda left in a can is a contami-

nant that can contaminate an entire batch 

of recyclables. It is important to rinse all 

cans that are recyclable, including steel 

cans. Also, be sure to remove the entire 

lid from steel cans and place the lid in-

side the can. Metals, including aluminum 

and steel, are considered a nonrenewable 

natural resource as they are limited in 

supply and can’t be replaced as fast as 

they formerly have been. Plus, recycling 

metal cans lowers your carbon footprint, 

which is a good thing!

Dear Recycle Lady,

Why does the Recycle Center only 

take #1 and #2 bottles and jugs? How do 

you determine if a container is a bottle?

Is It a Bottle

Dear Is It a Bottle,
The Recycling Center 

accepts only bottles and 

jugs because currently, 

that is the only kind of #1 

and #2 plastics for which 

there is a market. Unfor-

tunately, only recyclables 

that have a buyer can be 

sold as we do not have 

the capacity to store recy-

clables for which there is no buyer. Glass 

is an excellent example of this. Although 

glass can be recycled over and over again, 

the Recycling Center is unable to collect 

glass as there is no local buyer for it. As 

to how to determine if a container is a 

bottle or a jug, here is a simple test. Look 

at the size of the top of the container and 

the bottom of the container. If the top is 

smaller than the bottom, the container is 

a bottle and can be recycled. If the top of 

the container is larger than the bottom of 

the container, the container is not a bottle 

and is not recyclable locally.

Dear Recycle Lady,
What is the difference between a land-

fi ll and a dump?  I always thought they 

were the same thing. 

Dumpster

Dear Dumpster,
A landfi ll and a dump are not the same 

thing. A landfi ll must meet strict state and 

federal requirements for safely isolating 

waste from the environment. It also must 

meet requirements for long-term man-

agement of the waste and restoration of 

the waste site. Any waste site that does 

not meet these state and federal criteria 

is a dump. In West Virginia, it is illegal 

to create an open dump, burn waste, or 

bury waste on your property. The Green-

brier County Landfi ll is overseen by the 

Greenbrier County Solid Waste Author-

ity which meets all the criteria for landfi ll 

management. Locally, waste is picked up 

by Greenbrier Valley Solid Waste and tak-

en to the Greenbrier County Landfi ll for 

proper disposal. Please note, the Green-

brier COUNTY Solid Waste Authority 

and the Greenbrier VALLEY Solid Waste 

are two distinct organi-

zations. The Greenbrier 

COUNTY Solid Waste 

Authority is a branch of 

WV state government 

that oversees landfi lls 

and recycling. Greenbrier 

VALLEY Solid Waste is a 

privately owned garbage 

service and trash pickup 

business. Need a dump-

ster or trash pickup?  Call 

Greenbrier VALLEY Solid Waste.  Have 

questions about the landfi ll or recycling?  

Call the Greenbrier COUNTY Solid 

Waste Authority.

Good News: Iran has introduced a plan 

to help protect three endangered species: 

Persian leopards, Gorgan Mountain sala-

manders, and saker falcons.

Have questions about recycling, or 

interesting information about recycling? 

Send questions or requests to Recycle-

lady7@gmail.com. Dear Recycle Lady 

is sponsored jointly by the Greenbrier 

Recycling Center and Greenworks Recy-

cling.

By William “Skip” Deegans
Shown in this photo from the late 

1800s is the fi rst St. James Episcopal 
Church in Lewisburg. Due in large part 
to the largesse of Caroline Bloomer, a 
summer resident of Greenbrier County, 
the church was built in 1881. Bloomer of 
Washington, DC, spent her summers at 
Tuscawilla, her home in Fairlea, and later 
on the Creigh farm.

She was the daughter of James S. Craft, 
a wealthy Pittsburgh lawyer and real es-
tate investor.

The church lay on Washington Street 
adjacent to what is now the Humble To-
mato restaurant. A stained glass window 
in the front was installed in memory of 
the Rev. Thomas Hugo Lacy who was the 
fi rst minister. Membership in the church 
dwindled, and in 1939 a petition to close 
it was granted by the bishop. Remaining 
members attended services in White Sul-
phur Springs or Ronceverte. That same 
year, the trustees leased the church and 
lot for a gasoline fi lling station. At some 
point, the church was razed and replaced 
with a building more functional as a ser-

vice station. 

Interest in the Episcopal Church was 

rekindled in the 1940s, and services were 

held from 1943-1949 in the John A. Pres-

ton Community House with students at-

tending from Greenbrier College and 

Greenbrier Military School. The Wash-

ington Street property was sold in 1948 to 

Esso Standard Oil Company for $20,000. 

For several years the property was known 

as Mays’ Esso Service Station. In 1978, 

it was purchased by the Griffi th-Bryant 

Ford dealership. The lot is now occupied 

by a municipal parking lot and the Del 

Sol restaurant.

Proceeds from the sale to Esso were 

used by the Episcopal Church to pur-

chase property on Church Street for a 

new church. Ground was broken in 1951 

for St. James, and it was dedicated in 

1952.

Photo courtesy of the West Virginia 

University West Virginia & Regional 

History Center.

Sources: History of St. James Lew-

isburg by Julie Ford, Inventory of the 

Church Archives of WV, Staunton Spec-

tator, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.
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HAVE LEGALS? 
EMAIL THEM TO

legalads@mountainmedianews.com
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ENTERTAINMENT
Droop Mountain Artisan Tour 
to be held for Sept. 14 and 15

On September 14 and 15, the 
Droop Mountain Artisans are host-
ing a two-day event where you can 
fi nd local artisans and crafters gath-
ered together to share their artwork 
and the process of bringing their 
creations to life. Please join us from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day where we 
will be at three different sites along 
Route 219: The Mountain Table in 
Renick, the Hillsboro library friends 
at the school cafeteria in Hillsboro, 
and a broom-making studio as well 
as a blacksmith studio at BrenWood 

Forge and Broom near Hillsboro. 
Refreshments available for purchase 
as well.

Now an annual event, the Droop 
Mountain Artisan Tour started out as 
a creative concept by a broom maker 
and a blacksmith. It had a two-fold 
purpose. The fi rst was to encourage 
local artists to share the beauty and 
creativity of the varied traditional 
arts and crafts found in the Droop 
Mountain area. The second purpose 
was to allow art enthusiasts to have 
a strong sense of connection with 

the creator when purchasing art-
work that they love. But best of all, 
a studio visit is a fun invite to see the 
conceptual parts of an artist’s prac-
tice, as well as production specifi cs, 
as they make the work they do.

Make it a weekend you’ll enjoy! 
Come discover new and old Appa-
lachian crafts and the stories and 
people behind the crafts. We hope to 
see you in September.

For more information, fi nd us on 
Facebook at Facebook.com/droo-
partisans.

Rupert Country 
Fling set for 

next weekend
The Rupert Area Improvement Council will host 

their annual Country Fling at the Rupert Community 
Building on Sept. 13 and 14. The schedule of events 
is as follows:

Friday, Sept. 13:
5 p.m.: Pet Parade
5:30 p.m.: Little Mister and Miss Country Fling 

Crowning
Saturday, Sept. 14:
11:30 a.m./1 p.m./3 p.m.: 50/50 drawings
9 a.m.: Parade lineup at the Rupert Service Cen-

ter. Anything that rolls contest lineup at the Western 
Greenbrier Pharmacy

10 a.m.: Parade
11 a.m.: Car Show at City National Bank, $20 per 

entry, 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place prizes. Judging at 1 p.m.
11 a.m.: Games at the Community Building, inside 

and out. Tickets are fi ve for $1, wristbands for $10, 
ends at 2 p.m. Outdoor craft vendors in the parking 
lot, $15/vendor, must provide own table, limited 
availability, contact Sandi Davison at 304-392-5502. 
There will be hot dogs, chili, slaw, ketchup, mustard, 
and onions for $3 each or two for $5.

12 noon: Cornhole tournament at Frontier Build-
ing and Handy Place, cash prizes, $25 per team.

1 p.m.: Mullet contest, $10 per entry, prizes for 
longest, tallest, and curliest. All entries must be on 
site by 1 p.m. for the largest zucchini contest, most 
original fall arrangement contest, and the pie and 
cake contest followed by auction. Chair-i-ty auction 
event, raffl e drawing, need not be present to win.

4 p.m.: Baked steak dinner, $14 per meal, served 
with mashed potatoes, green beans, dessert, and 
drink raffl e.

Ticket printing and car show sponsored by City 
National Bank.

More than 414,000 total transactions completed 
on WV Turnpike during Labor Day weekend 

More than 414,000 total 
transactions were made on 
the West Virginia Turn-
pike during the Labor Day 
holiday weekend from 
Friday, Aug. 30, to Mon-
day, Sept. 2.

The 414,212 total trans-
actions among the three 
toll plazas on the Turnpike 
were only .19% off esti-
mates released last week 

by the West Virginia Park-
ways Authority.

“There was a difference 
of 788 transactions over 
four days compared to 
estimated traffi c counts, 
Monday was slightly low-
er than estimated but over-
all, the weekend ran very 
smooth, and operations 
were very good for the 
West Virginia Turnpike,” 

said Jeff Miller, Executive 
Director of the West Vir-
ginia Parkways Authority.

On Friday, 140,960 
transactions took place 
on the Turnpike, the high-
est total of the weekend. 
Exactly 91,446 transac-
tions took place on Satur-
day compared to 75,901 
transactions on Sunday. 
On Monday, Labor Day, 

105,905 total transactions 
took place.

“I commend everyone’s 
hard work over the busy 
summer travel months, 
and we look forward to 
preparing for the next 
busy travel time of the 
year around Thanksgiv-
ing,” said Miller. “We 
strive to provide a safe 
and enjoyable roadway, 
and we greatly appreciate 
all the patrons who use the 
WV Turnpike. We encour-
age everyone to enroll in 
our discounted unlimited 
use E-ZPass program to-
day.”

THANK YOU FOR READING 
THE MOUNTAIN MESSENGER
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Mountain State Spotlight: Rural West Virginia health departments are 
struggling to stop the spread of HIV amidst restrictions and underfunding

The deadly infectious disease is spread-
ing in rural counties, and local health de-
partments don’t have enough money and 
resources to fi nd cases and connect peo-
ple to treatment. State lawmakers have a 
big role in creating both problems.

by Allen Siegler
This story was originally published by 

Mountain State Spotlight. Get stories like 
this delivered to your email inbox once 
a week; sign up for the free newsletter 
at https://mountainstatespotlight.org/
newsletter.

As West Virginia towns were dealing 
with the fallout of being fl ooded with 
prescription painkillers in the late 2010s, 
Dr. Anita Stewart recognized that people 
with opioid addictions were at risk of 
HIV.

Prescription pills became harder to get, 
leading many people to switch to inject-
ing heroin and fentanyl. Stewart knew 
they needed clean syringes and needles 
to be protected from developing one of 
the deadliest infectious diseases in Amer-
ican history.

“Not having the supplies is why 
they’re at risk of HIV,” said Stewart, the 
top doctor at the Nicholas County Health 
Department.

And her fear appears to be coming to 
pass. Over the past 18 months, she said 
health workers have detected at least four 

positive HIV cases in Nicholas County.
“We’ve never had a cluster here, and 

we haven’t had a new case of HIV in sev-
eral years,” she said. “Until last year.”

In 2021, epidemiologists warned of 
rural HIV spread after West Virginia law-
makers passed a bill restricting how harm 
reduction programs could operate, lead-
ing many syringe service programs to 
close. Now, another legislative decision 
— the low levels of state funding for lo-
cal health departments — is making the 
ability to respond to that disease spread 
diffi cult.

Lawmakers have underfunded West 
Virginia’s local health departments for 
years and made cuts earlier this year. 
Although the state health department 
recently restored the funds to last year’s 
level, county health agencies are receiv-
ing around as much state budget money 
as they were 15 years ago.

That limited budget means that Stew-
art and the Nicholas County Health 
Department can no longer afford rapid 
HIV tests, which are important for iden-
tifying people with HIV and connecting 
them with treatment. She’s now unsure of 
whether, like in other parts of the state, 
Nicholas County has more undiagnosed 
people with the disease.

“How many other cases are out there 
that you don’t know about?” She asked.

Across the state, county health agen-
cies already lacked the money needed to 
prevent and treat HIV, said Greg Puck-
ett, a member of the West Virginia Public 
Health Advisory Committee and a Mer-
cer County commissioner.

Combined with laws that give politi-
cians more power to dictate health deci-
sions, he said this is the opposite of what 
West Virginia needs to address the conse-
quences of the overdose epidemic.

“We have massive amounts of HIV 
that is undocumented,” Puckett said. 
“I’m 100% confi dent of it, because we 
are not testing enough.”

But it could be diffi cult to convince 
lawmakers to address the situation. Sen. 
Tom Takubo, the Republican Senate Ma-
jority Leader and a Kanawha County 
pulmonologist, said local health depart-
ments running out of money to prevent 
and treat HIV needs to be fi xed.

But he said not all his colleagues would 
agree with him.

“They just don’t like public health or 
something,” he said. “I can’t speak for 
other legislators, but I think we really 
need a bigger vision of our public health.”

A service hub for rural communities
County health departments aren’t the 

only West Virginia organizations that fo-
cus on addressing HIV. Hospital systems 
like Charleston Area Medical Center run 
programs aimed at treating and prevent-
ing it, and the state health department 
has a division dedicated to responding to 
infectious diseases outbreaks.

But unlike some groups, local health 
departments are mandated by law to 
try to control HIV and prevent it from 
spreading in their communities.

William Cohen was the West Virginia 
health department’s harm reduction pro-
gram manager until last year. He said 
while he was there, the state’s local health 
agencies were more involved in HIV pre-
vention efforts than their counterparts in 
other states, especially in rural areas.

“Health departments in each area acted 
as that hub that provided all of those ser-
vices,” he said.

In Ohio County, health workers de-
tected six new cases of HIV in the fi rst 
half of 2024. It’s a signifi cant increase in 
a county that averaged just three cases a 
year from 2016 to 2020.

“Are there additional cases out there? 
Probably,” said Howard Gamble, the 
Wheeling-Ohio County Health Depart-
ment administrator.

Compared to some local health agen-
cies, Gamble’s department has advan-
tages that are helping it respond to 
the county’s cluster. It operates one of 
the few syringe service programs left in 
West Virginia, and it has a staff of about 
30 people.

But only two of the health depart-
ment’s workers see patients, and Gamble 
says these workers must respond to out-
breaks of other illnesses, like Legion-
naires’ disease.

Additionally, Gamble said that while 
his staff are doing what they can to in-
crease HIV testing, the agency also strug-
gles to afford rapid tests. His county’s 
portion of the state’s local health depart-
ment funding isn’t enough.

“That makes a huge impact on how 
we can respond to the everyday efforts,” 
Gamble said.

“It’s going to be up to the voters”
When state lawmakers were writing 

the 2025 state budget, they worried that 
West Virginia would have to return $465 
million to the federal government and 
made cuts. This included a 10% reduc-
tion in funding for local health depart-
ments, according to House Health and 

Human Resources chair Amy Summers, 
R-Taylor.

Later in the spring, after lawmakers 
learned the state wouldn’t lose that mon-
ey, state delegates and senators allocated 
an additional $5 million to the reserves 
for the Department of Health. Summers 
said this additional money was intended 
to help local health departments.

“After we found out there was no judg-
ment against the state, we had a special 
session and replaced the funding,” Sum-
mers wrote in an email.

But this money is unlikely to make its 
way to local health agencies. Gamble said 
he was told by the Department of Health 
that local departments could only access 
the $5 million for emergencies, like if a 
county’s building had water damage.

“I do not foresee that county health de-
partments will be the recipients of that in 
any fashion,” he said.

Earlier this summer, the Department 
of Health used money from a different 
source to restore local health department 
funding back to last year’s level, accord-
ing to department spokesperson Annie 
Moore. She added that the department 
hasn’t received any funding requests re-
lated to HIV clusters.

“[The Department of Health] remains 
committed to supporting local health 
departments, particularly in HIV testing 
and response,” Moore wrote in an email.

But even with funding restored, the 
state budget for local agencies is mil-
lions of dollars less than it was 15 years 
ago after adjusting for infl ation. And the 
2021 syringe service restrictions remain 
in effect.

“It’s very obvious that the consequence 
of these particular situations is that HIV 
is going to increase,” said Cohen, the for-
mer state health department harm reduc-
tion program manager.

Takubo, the West Virginia Senate Ma-
jority Leader, said if he hears that local 
health departments need more money for 
specifi c HIV prevention efforts, he and 
his colleagues could try to fund them.

But he said a lot of state lawmakers 
haven’t wanted to increase health spend-
ing in the past, and he thinks it’ll be hard 
to convince them of that now.

“Some legislators don’t want to change 
and learn,” he said. “It’s going to be up to 
the voters.”

Conversations with the community
Stewart, the Nicholas County health 

offi cer, knows that it can be diffi cult pro-
tecting West Virginians from HIV. Before 
starting in Summersville in 2023, she 
held the same position in Fayette County 
and helped run its harm reduction pro-
gram.

Even as it got harder, Stewart contin-
ued the work. After the 2021 syringe ser-
vice restrictions, she and her coworkers 
found a way to keep their program open 
within the stringent state rules.

In Nicholas County, elected offi cials 
seem willing to have discussions about 
how best to stop the spread of HIV. 
Stewart, who has sometimes struggled 
to have these conversations in Southern 
West Virginia in the past, is hopeful the 
county’s commissioners will approve her 
department’s recent syringe service pro-
gram application.

Still, the application process and trying 
to fi nd funds for a needle exchange can 
bring up a feeling in Stewart that’s famil-
iar to doctors across West Virginia.

“That’s hard, knowing that there’s 
something that could be done to make 
someone healthier, to make communities 
healthier, and then not being able to re-
spond.”

BUSINESS
Robert C. Byrd Clinic names new executive director

The Robert C. Byrd Clinic - a Lewisburg-based com-
prehensive, not-for-profi t rural health clinic located on 
the campus of the West Virginia School of Osteopathic 
Medicine (WVSOM) - has a new executive director.

Mary Page Nemcik, the clinic’s former chief operat-
ing offi cer, took on the executive director role in August. 
In this position, Nemcik is responsible for oversight and 
direction for all aspects of the clinic; pay or, provider 
and vendor contract negotiation and implementation; 
and serving as a liaison to the clinic’s Board of Direc-
tors. 

Nemcik joined the Robert C. Byrd Clinic as the fa-
cility’s chief operating offi cer in 2021. She said she is 
honored to be chosen to serve in her new role.

“This is an exciting time of growth and change at the 
clinic,” Nemcik said. “I’m surrounded by a team of tal-
ented providers and staff who are dedicated to serving 
our community, ensuring patients receive exceptional 
care and providing educational opportunities for resi-
dent physicians and medical students.”

James W. Nemitz, Ph.D., WVSOM’s president, point-
ed out the clinic’s signifi cance to both the community 
and the medical school and said he is pleased with Nem-
cik’s selection.

“Besides its invaluable role in providing health care to 
the residents of Greenbrier County, the Robert C. Byrd 
Clinic is vital to the success of WVSOM, whose medi-
cal students gain important clinical experience there 
under the supervision of physicians,” he said. “I’m ap-
preciative for the excellent leadership Mary Page will 

provide in her new position, helping to ensure the clinic 
is sustainable and successful in achieving its mission.” 

Nemcik earned a bachelor’s degree in public relations 
from West Virginia University and a master’s degree in 
journalism and communications from Marshall Univer-
sity. She began her career in health care as director of 
marketing for Greenbrier Valley Medical Center in Ron-
ceverte, W.Va., before spending more than 15 years as 
director of marketing and operations with Lewisburg’s 
Greenbrier Medical Arts Pharmacy.

Before coming to the Robert C. Byrd Clinic, she was 
director of professional outreach for Community Health 
Systems, where she served two hospitals: Greenbrier 
Valley Medical Center in Ronceverte and Plateau Medi-
cal Center in Oak Hill, WV.

During her time as the clinic’s chief operating offi cer, 
Nemcik’s accomplishments included evaluating and re-
designing key work spaces to improve effi ciencies and 
create a positive work environment for staff.

Drema Hill, Ph.D., WVSOM’s chief operations of-
fi cer, has served as the clinic’s interim chief executive 
offi cer since February. She said she is confi dent that 
Nemcik is the right person to lead the organization to a 
successful future.

“I’ve had the pleasure of working closely with Mary 
Page Nemcik in the past months as we have stabilized 
and grown the Robert C. Byrd Clinic together,” Hill 
said. “Our patients are fortunate to have someone with 
her intelligence, kindness and business sense at the helm 
of this patient-centered medical practice and teaching 

facility.”
Nemcik said Hill - along with David Meadows, MBA, 

WVSOM’s chief fi nancial offi cer, who took on an ad-
ditional role this year as the Robert C. Byrd Clinic’s in-
terim chief fi nancial offi cer - were instrumental in main-
taining its operations while new leadership was sought.

“We’re grateful for our partnership with WVSOM, 
and I applaud the work that Dr. Hill and Mr. Meadows 
have provided during this time of transition,” Nemcik 
said.

Mary Page Nemcik

LEGAL
ADVERTISEMENT

Notice is hereby given that WARRIOR ENERGY RESOURCES, LLC, 111 FREEPORT RD, 
PITTSBURGH, PA 15215, has submitted an application with the Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP), 1159 Nick Rahall Greenway, Fayetteville, WV 25840 for a Phase 1 release on Permit 
Number S301114 Increment Number 2 issued for 23 acres.

Crichton, on unnamed tributaries of/and Meadow Creek of Meadow River of Gauley River.

and is requesting release of 60 percent of the reclamation performance bond currently in the amount 
of $57,960.00.

Written comments will be received at the DEP address above until 10/21/24, or thirty (30) days 
from date of .
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First Lady Cathy Justice honored for expanding 
Communities In Schools program statewide, 

celebrates 20th anniversary of CIS Greenbrier County
First Lady Cathy Jus-

tice and Gov. Jim Justice 
joined the 20th anniversa-
ry celebration of Commu-
nities In Schools in Green-
brier County last month.

During the event at the 
West Virginia School of 
Osteopathic Medicine on 
Aug. 22, First Lady Jus-
tice was honored with an 
award of appreciation for 
being a driving force be-
hind the success of the 
program, leading its state-
wide expansion.

Under her leadership, 
CIS has grown from serv-
ing three pilot counties in 
2018 to reaching every 
corner of West Virginia, 
providing essential re-

sources to at-risk students, 
helping them stay in 
school and succeed. West 
Virginia is the only state 
in the country to have CIS 
operating in every county.

Communities In 
Schools West Virginia has 
had a signifi cant impact, 
employing over 250 site 
coordinators who work 
in more than 270 schools 
and support over 114,000 
students. Their combined 
salaries total over $18 mil-
lion annually, supporting 
hundreds of local families.

“Communities In 
Schools has become a bea-
con of hope for so many 
students in West Virginia,” 
First Lady Cathy Justice 

said. “Jim and I are proud 
to celebrate this incredible 
milestone for Greenbrier 
County and to support an 
organization that is dedi-
cated to taking care of our 
children. This program 
only works because of our 
amazing site coordinators, 
teachers, and administra-
tors who deeply care about 
the well-being of each 
and every student. They 
are truly the ones guiding 
them through life’s chal-
lenges to build a brighter 
future. I could not be more 
thankful for the people 
here tonight and those 
making an impact across 
the state. Thank you all 
for having me, because I 
am so honored to receive 
this award.”

“Cathy truly deserves 
all the recognition in the 
world for her commit-
ment to Communities In 
School,” Gov. Justice said. 
“Over the years, we’ve 
had the honor to visit tons 
of CIS schools, meeting 
thousands of students and 
teachers in every corner of 
West Virginia. We’ve wit-
nessed fi rst-hand the heart 
that goes into this pro-
gram. We see that our stu-
dents know there are peo-
ple who genuinely love 
and care for them, and 
that makes a huge differ-
ence. I am beyond proud 
of Cathy. It’s her vision 
that paved the way for this 
Communities In Schools 
success story. Let’s keep it 
going.”

Bill Milliken, the vi-
sionary founder of Com-
munities In Schools, and 
Rey Saldana, the current 
President and CEO of the 
organization, were also 
in attendance, celebrating 
the impact CIS has on the 
state of West Virginia.

“First Lady Cathy Jus-
tice has the biggest of 
hearts for all students and 
families in West Virginia,” 
Bill Milliken said. “Under 
her leadership, CIS has 
expanded throughout the 
state to reach more stu-
dents in all counties. This 
recognition by CIS of 
Greenbrier County shows 
leadership will be wide-

reaching and long-lasting. 
Because of First Lady 
Cathy Justice, hundreds 
of thousands of children 
in West Virginia will have 
hope.”

“The national conversa-
tion across all of education 
is how we can best support 
students,” Rey Saldana 
said. “First Lady Cathy 
Justice has established not 
only a track record but a 
legacy in how to success-
fully accomplish this. She 
has set the standard for 
supporting students with 
her work here in West Vir-
ginia. We are thrilled that 
Communities In Schools 
can be behind the inspir-
ing vision and leadership 
of the First Lady and the 
Governor leading the way 
in West Virginia. Their 
approach is effective, sus-
tainable, and an incredible 
example for others to fol-
low nationwide.”

First Lady Cathy Justice 
(second from right) was 
honored on Aug. 22 for 
her work with Communi-
ties In Schools.
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ENTERTAINMENT CALENDAR
September 6-15

Friday, September 6
Friday Night Community Market, Edgar Ave, Ronce-

verte, 5-7 p.m.
Million Dollar Quartet, Greenbrier Valley Theatre, 

Lewisburg, 7:30 p.m.
The Big Lebowski, the Lewis Theatre, Lewisburg, 6 

p.m.
Williamsburg Back Home Festival, 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

on Saturday
Giant Fall Flea Market, State Fair of WV, 8 a.m. to 3 

p.m. on Sunday
Patrick O’Flaherty, Patina, Lewisburg, 4-8 p.m.
Nathan Seldomridge live, Downtown Greenspace, 

Lewisburg, 6-9 p.m.
Kyle Tipton, Country Roads Beer Co., WSS, 6-9 p.m.
Western Greenbrier Farmer’s Market, Rainelle, 3:30-

6 p.m.
Saturday, September 7

Freshwater Folk Festival, White Sulphur Springs Fish 
Hatchery, 10 a.m.- 3 p.m.

Lewisburg Fairground Fall Flea Market, WV State 
Fairground, 10 a.m.

WV Watermelon Festival, Sunset Berry Farm, Alder-
son, 10 a.m.- 5 p.m.

Pocahontas County Farmers Market, Discovery Junc-

tion, Marlinton, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Million Dollar Quartet, Greenbrier Valley Theatre, 

Lewisburg, 2:30 and 7:30 p.m.
Flea Market Fest, Midland Trail W, Charmco, 8 a.m.
Historic Alderson Train Depot Tours and Open Mic 

Night, Alderson, 11 a.m.-8 p.m.
Kit Lindsey, Country Roads Beer Co., WSS, 6-9 p.m.
The Courthouse Farmer’s Market, Robert C. Byrd 

Clinic, 8 a.m.-12 p.m.
Sunday, September 8

Greenbrier Wedding Market, The Schoolhouse Hotel, 
WSS, 1 p.m.

Flea Market, Pence Springs, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Marketfest at Sunset Farm, Alderson, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Tuesday, September 10
Farmers Market, Alderson, 3 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Farmer’s Market, Mountain Table, 4-7 p.m.

Wednesday, September 11
Trivia Night, GVBC, Maxwelton, 7 p.m.
Pocahontas County Farmers Market, Green Bank Fire 

Department, 2:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Thursday, September 12

White Sulphur Springs Farmer’s Market, Main Street, 
3 p.m. - 6 p.m.

Second Stage Series: Long Point String Band, Carn-

egie Hall, Lewisburg, 7 p.m.
Adult Craft Night, Alderson Public Library, 5 p.m.

Friday, September 13
Friday Night Community Market, Edgar Ave, Ronce-

verte, 5-7 p.m.
Ronceverte Food Truck Festival, 12 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

Saturday
2024 White Coat Ceremony, WVSOM Student Cen-

ter, 2 p.m.
Western Greenbrier Farmer’s Market, Rainelle, 3:30-

6 p.m.
Saturday, September 14

WV Sunfl ower Festival, Sunset Berry Farm, Alder-
son, 10 a.m.- 5 p.m.

Basic Tinctures and Salves, Primitive Goods, Ronce-
verte, 4:30-5:30 p.m.

Pocahontas County Farmers Market, Discovery Junc-
tion, Marlinton, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Oktoberfest, Brier Garten, Lewisburg, 12 p.m.
Mockingjean live, Country Roads Beer Co., 6 p.m.
Uncle G’s Golden Jubilee, GVBC, 6 p.m.

Sunday, September 15
Flea Market, Pence Springs, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Marketfest at Sunset Farm, Alderson, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
To submit information to Mountain Messenger’s En-

tertainment Calendar, email news@mountainmessen-
ger.com. Information should be submitted two weeks in 
advance.

SPORTS

Greenbrier East 
High School 

Golfer of the Week 
Name: Issac Cantrell
Grade: Senior
G.P.A.: 3.75
Parents: Matt and Debbie Cantrell
Hometown: Ronceverte
Favorite Golfer : Moe Norman
Favorite Quote: “If you want to win, but think you 

can’t, it’s almost certain that you won’t!”
Began Golfi ng: ‘When I was three years old.”
Why he plays Golf: “I love to play and compete. Golf 

is a game that you never master. You can always get bet-
ter if you try hard.”

Coach’s Comments: We played the Top team in AA 
(Shady Spring) again. This time Issac stepped up and 
was our team’s top Medalist. ‘Big I’ knows more about 
Golf than a lot of the Club professionals in the state. We 
are amazed at his knowledge and recollection of past 
Champions. He is now bringing his experience and tech-
nique to the course and succeeding at a high level. He 
plans to be at the Golf State Championships for the third 
year in a row. This time, he will be staying focused and 
bringing home some hardware. 

Miluk Golf Humor: “I told my buddy, I got a new 
set of clubs for my wife. He said, “Sounds like a good 
trade!”  Ha!


