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This Week in the House of Delegates 

For the week ending February 28, 2025
As members of the West Virginia House of Delegates 

continue to implement their new, two-day committee pro-
cess for deliberating potential bills, many passed the full 
body with nearly universal, unanimous support.

A total of 11 bills passed the full House this week, with 
fewer than half a dozen “nay” votes against any of them.

Members of the House voted to move some food ad-
ditives out of reach with their approval of House Bill 
2354. The measure would eliminate certain food ad-
ditives from school nutrition programs starting Aug. 1 
and would prohibit the sale of food products containing 
seven specific color additives or food dyes within the 
state after Jan. 1, 2027.

“We live in a state where many of our elementary 
school kids are medicated dealing with ADHD or 
some type of autism symptoms and what the studies 
have begun to show is that these additives that add no 
value to the nutritional value, only appearance to it, are 

West Virginia Legislature March 3, 2025 	     (Photo by Perry Bennett)

Candidates announced 
for Lewisburg 

Municipal Election
The City of Lewisburg has announced the list of 

citizens who have filed to run as candidates for the 
City of Lewisburg City Council in the June 2025 city 
election. This list is presented by office and is listed 
alphabetically.

There are three candidates running for three City 
Council positions: Franklin Johnson, Valerie Pritt, 
and Arron Seams

The deadline for any candidate to withdraw from 
the ballot for the June 2025 election is Tuesday Mar. 
18, 2025.

Citizens may file as a write-in candidate for City 
Council for the June election, write-in candidates are 
required to file a certificate of announcement with 
the City Clerk at city hall located at 942 Washington 
St., West, at least 49 days before the general elections 
to have votes for the candidate to count (Tuesday, 
Apr. 22, 2025). Write-in candidates are also required 
to file campaign financial statements. Only votes for 
certified write-in candidates will be counted. 

The last day to register to vote in the city election 
with the Greenbrier County Clerk’s office is May 20, 
2025. Early voting will occur from May 28 through 
June 7, 2025, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Lewisburg 
City Hall.

The election for City Council will be held at City 
Hall located at 942 Washington St., West on Tues-
day, Jun. 10, 2025.

Greenbrier County Commission hears presentations from 
Humane Society, Off-Road Biking Association

The Decline and Revival of Lewisburg: Second Installment  

By Dakota Baker
During the latest Greenbrier County Commission 

meeting, two presentations were made: one from the 
Greenbrier Humane Society and another from the Green-
brier Valley Off-Road Biking Association (GVORBA). 
Jennifer Runyon represented the Greenbrier Humane 
Society as the Volunteer Board President. Runyon re-
viewed the 2024 statistics for the shelter, stating that 
623 dogs and 668 cats were surrendered to the facility 
in Greenbrier County last year (including both owner 
and stray surrenders; however, the majority were owner 
surrenders). The total number of animals in GHS’s care 
for 2024 was 1,408. 745 were adopted, 416 were ad-
opted through rescue partnerships, and 80 dogs and two 
cats were returned to their owners. Despite the facility’s 
efforts to keep these animals’ average length of stay be-
low 30 days, they have struggled to achieve that goal in 

By Hanno Kirk
In the first installment of this series of articles (pub-

lished in the Mountain Messenger on Feb. 15, 2025), 
I detailed how the presence of the Greenbrier Military 
Academy, (GMS) and the Greenbrier Women’s Col-
lege benefited the economic and cultural well-being of 
Lewisburg. Both institutions had operated under various 
names since 1812.  As recounted in the first article, in 
1922 both institutions separated from their beginnings in 
being under the guidance and sponsorship of the Green-
brier Area Presbytery.

The Moore family, which had long had an active 
involvement in the Greenbrier Presbyterial Military 
School, bought the land and buildings in 1920s. They 
renamed it and incorporated as the Greenbrier Military 
School in 1922. Successive generations of the Moore 

family operated the school over the next 50 years. Under 
the Moores, GMS focused on providing a combination 
of “academic training with military discipline.” Starting 
in 1921, it offered ROTC which allowed them to re-
ceive US Army military equipment, and an active-duty 
Sergeant on campus to teach and oversee the program. 
Thus, began a 40 year association with the federal gov-
ernment. When World War II broke out, the US Army 
supplied more instructors, as well as financial support 
for expanding the military training facilities. The federal 
support continued until the school ran afoul of the civil 
rights mandate to integrate schools. GMS had never ac-
cepted students of color, as H.B Moore Jr. had refused 
to do so. As a result, in 1966, the US Army withdrew its 
ROTC faculty members from GMS. The school lost all 
federal funding, including scholarship support.

This was a serious financial blow. It was aggravated 
by the rising antiwar movement of the Vietnam conflict. 
Enrollment plummeted. By the end of 1971, it became 
clear to the Moore family that the drastic drop in appli-
cations for the 1972 school year meant that they would 
not cover expenses. Camp Shaw-Mi-Del-Ica, which had 
been designed to provide a year-round experience for 
the cadets, as well as provide full time employment for 
faculty, had seen a parallel decline in attendance. So, in 
1972, the Moore family decided to close both GMS and 
Shaw-Mi-Del-Ica. 

 The Women’s College across town had also seen 
steep declines in enrollment. As previously stated, the 
simultaneous shuttering of both schools had a significant 
negative impact on the Lewisburg downtown business 

2024. From 2009 to 2024, 27,534 dogs and cats have 
been surrendered to GHS. Their main goal is to rescue 
as many animals as possible through adoptions or res-
cue programs, and 12,996 dogs and cats were adopted 
or sent to rescue between 2009 and 2024. Things have 
improved positively for GHS in the last 11 years, and 
they have celebrated anniversaries for not euthanizing 
animals due to space constraints. Unfortunately, there 
are still instances when an animal must be euthanized. 
In 2024, 42 cats and 23 dogs were euthanized due to 
severe cases of aggression or illness. 

GHS also continues to operate under the veterinary 
license of Dr. Pat McHale. Runyon also noted that she 
likes to reiterate that GHS always aims to put itself out 
of business. By offering a spay and neuter program they 
have a goal to reduce the number of unwanted animals in 
this county, ultimately decreasing the number of surren-

ders received. Between 2009 and 2024, the spay and neu-
ter program was utilized on 21,240 dogs and cats. In 2024 
alone, 1,276 surgeries were performed at reduced or no 
cost to the animal owner (courtesy of a highly generous 
donor, no county money is used for the spay and neuter 
programs). GHS continues working with the community, 
law enforcement, and food pantries to help people and 
animals in need. Additionally, GHS began a new program 
called the Responsible Pet Rehoming program in 2024. 
The program allows individuals to utilize GHS’s social 
media to rehome a pet they may no longer be able to care 
for without that animal having to enter the GHS facil-
ity. In 2023, GHS also reimplemented its foster-to-adopt 
program for any animals needing special care to be taken 
care of in a home setting. In 2023, the doggie day out 
program also began, allowing the approved dogs out of 

Magistrate Court, Family Court 
relocate to courthouse

By Sarah Richardson
Renovations to the 

Greenbrier County Court-
house are nearing comple-
tion, and now the Green-
brier County Magistrate 
Court and Family Court 
are relocated to their new 
offices in the updated 
courthouse. 

Magistrate Court was 
previously located on 
Green Lane, across the 
street from the court-
house, and Family Court 
was located in a separate 
building at 650 Court 
Street. Magistrate Court 
will now be housed along-
side the Greenbrier Coun-
ty Circuit Court, both of 
which will operate out of 
the original Courthouse 
building through the main 
double doors off of Court Street. The locations of the 
two circuit courtrooms remain unchanged, however, 
upgrades have been made to both rooms regarding 
security and functionality. The magistrate court now 
has two brand new, separate, courtrooms inside of the 

courthouse as well, both on the main floor. 
The basement of the original section of the courthouse 

now houses the sheriff’s department and family court. 
The first floor houses the magistrate court offices and 

The main circuit courtroom has received a facelift and security up-
grades as part of the courthouse renovation project.
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PICK OF THE LITTER

DON’T SHOP •  ADOPT!

OAKLEY
Oakley is a 

four-year-old 
male Labrador 

retriever mix 
and weighs 62 

pounds

These and other animals are available at the Greenbrier Humane So-
ciety, located at 151 Holiday Lane off of Rt. 60 West in Lewisburg. They 
are closed Sunday and Monday, and are open from 11 a.m. through 5 
p.m. Tuesday through Saturday.

Their cat adoption fee is $65 and covers spay/neuter surgery, 
first kitty vaccinations, rabies vaccine, de-worming, toe nail trim 
and flea treatment.

Their dog adoption fee is $85 and covers spay/neuter surgery, 
first dog vaccinations, rabies vaccine, de-worming, toe nail trim, 
flea bath and flea treatment.

Call 304-645-4775 for more information.
They also offer donation-based spay/neuter vouchers, and clin-

ics are filled on a first-come, first-served basis. They use a lot of 
vets in the area but the clinics fill up fast! Fill out an application to 
help prevent animal overpopulation! Call 304-645-4775 for more 
information.

KYA
Kya is a three-and-
a-half year old 
female domestic 
shorthair

Decline and Revival       													                Continued from Front Page

House of Delegates	     	          Continued from Front Page

actually feeding into hyperactivity 
and ADHD,” said Adam Burkham-
mer, R-Lewis, and lead sponsor of 
HB2354. “So as we consider bills on 
down our list, and one of them has 
been a really hot topic when we talk 
about elementary school behavior 
and how we’re going to tackle this, 
we’re tackling it right now: Better 
foods, better ingredients, better be-
havior, better for everybody.”

Delegates this week also voted 
to increase the criminal penalties 
on parents or guardians convicted 
of child abuse or neglect resulting 
in injury with House Bill 2123, and 
House Bill 2047, to largely prohibit 
cameras or recording devices in the 
bedrooms and bathrooms of foster 
children.

“We have to do everything we 
can to protect our kids,” said Del-
egate Doug Smith, R-Mercer, and 
lead sponsor of HB2123, which has 
unanimously passed the full House 
five out of the past six years.

Members of the Energy and Pub-
lic Works Committee dug deep this 
week for an intense discussion on 
utility services and the establishment 
of microgrids in West Virginia. Their 
work across two meetings lasted 
nearly five hours with no legislation 

community. Sales fell for the upscale Yarid’s clothing 
store, the mid-level-priced Leggett’s department store, 
as well at the low cost Federated Store. By 1978 there 
were eight empty storefronts in the three blocks of 
Washington Street downtown.

Facing a further decline, merchants who were mem-
bers of the Lewisburg Chamber of Commerce started 
to meet and discuss ways to halt the deteriorating situa-
tion. However, Chamber members were divided on how 
to remedy the situation. One faction proposed tearing 
down some closed businesses to create more parking 
spaces, and also widen the street. They believed this 
would bring in more shoppers in cars. 

The other faction, headed by Chamber President Paul 
Detch, believed this would be a mistake, thinking the 
widened street and emphasis on parking would dis-
courage sidewalk foot traffic. He and other members 
believed that they had to concentrate their effort on 
making Lewisburg an attractive tourist/shopping desti-
nation. The two factions could not reach consensus on 
which option to pursue. Each meeting turned into bitter 
shouting matches.

Detch, with the agreement of like-minded members, 
decided not to schedule any more meetings, and to let 
the Lewisburg Chamber of Commerce die. In the mean-
while, he and 11 other members decided to form a sepa-
rate organization, which became the Lewisburg Founda-
tion. 

One of the first decisions was to solicit some expert 
advice on ways to restore Lewisburg. They approached 
a Charlottesville architectural firm, Griggs, Wood, and 
Browne, about doing a feasibility study “on the im-
mediate and future needs for the restoration of historic 
Lewisburg.” Paul Detch and Phil Gainer, the mayor, 
also connected with the Director of West Virginia 
Travel and Tourism and Development, Joseph Fowler. 
He was fully supportive of their plans, and he put in 
a good word with Jay Rockefeller, then Governor of 
West Virginia.

The cost for the study by the architectural firm was 
$15,000. The Foundation members collectively donat-
ed $5,000. That left a gap of $10,000. With the encour-
agement of Fowler, Detch decided to go to Charleston 
to see the Governor. He had to wait over two hours 
before he was admitted to the Governor’s office. It 
was way past business hours, however, Rockefeller 
received him graciously and apologized for the delay. 
He had already been briefed by Fowler. He inquired 
about some details on the group that was spearheading 
the campaign for the restoration of Lewisburg. Then he 
reached down into the lowest right-hand drawer on his 
desk and pulled out what appeared to be a large check-
book. He wrote a government draft order for the Trea-
surer’s office for $10,000 and handed it to Detch. “Here 
young man, I commend you what you are doing. I wish 
you all success in your project.” With the $15,000 in 
hand, the group could now finalize the contract with the 
architectural firm in Charlottesville.

In November 1978, Henry Browne used a slide presentation to show the pro-
posed recommendations of the feasibility study at a crowded meeting in the 
Lewisburg firehouse. In visual format it showed what the downtown area looked 
like, and what it would look like if the specific suggestions for the revival of 
Lewisburg were followed. Indeed, the renderings of the future downtown area 
that were shown to the crowd is what Lewisburg looks like today. The presenta-
tion was warmly received. The plans became the blueprint for the work of the 
Lewisburg Foundation.

The next installment will describe in detail the recommendations made by the 
architectural firm. It will also tell the story of how the Lewisburg Foundation 
had to structure itself to implement the blueprint. How the Foundation raised a 
lot of money and succeeded in reinvigorating the downtown is part of that story.

Hanno Kirk has been a resident of Lewisburg for 35 years. Before he and 
his wife retired, they had a private practice in counseling and neurofeedback. 
Dr. Kirk has been active in the neuroscience community, giving presentations 
at national and international conferences. His publications include “Restoring 
the Brain: Neurofeedback as an Integrative Approach to Health” (2014, 2020), 
“Psychosocial Aspects of Medicine” (2002), as well as multiple articles on a 
variety of topics. For several years he conducted all day seminars throughout 
the United States on two topics of special interest to him: “Is it ADHD or Pediat-
ric Disorder, Differential Diagnosis and Effective Treatment” and “End of Life 
Care, Best Practices and Applied Ethics.”

This drawing from the Architectural Evaluation of 
Historic Lewisburg, Dec. 15, 1978, depicts a view of 
Washington Street as it existed in 1978.

This drawing showcases the same view of 
Washington Street, but with micro parks 
added, signage adjusted, and power lines 
hidden. It bears a remarkable resemblance 
to downtown Lewisburg as it is today.

on the table.
Various representatives from the ener-

gy industry spoke to the economics and 
other aspects of microgrids in the state 
during the meeting, allowing the com-
mittee to go in-depth on the key ques-
tion of how West Virginia can continue 
to lead in energy generation and eco-
nomic development.

“When we’re able to talk through a 
problem, a concept or an opportunity 
without anyone in the room trying to 
defend or fight any specifics of a bill, 
we have the latitude to learn,” said Del-
egate Clay Riley, R-Harrison. “We got a 
wholistic view of microgrids in just one 
meeting, hearing from fuel sources, coal, 
natural gas, renewables, from the regu-
lated utilities, the merchant utilities and 
the end users.”

Riley said the format lends itself to 
gaining perspective rather than being pi-
geonholed.

“It helps us all to understand the ‘why’ 
behind what someone believes without 
feeling like we must line up behind one 
bill or another,” he said.

A total of 1,051 bills have been intro-
duced in the House; the last day to intro-
duce bills is Mar. 18. The 60-day, regular 
legislative session ends at midnight Apr. 
12.
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Briefly Public Meetings
Rainelle Town Council
meetings are held every second and fourth Monday of 
each month at 7 p.m. at Rainelle City Hall. The public is 
invited to attend.

Greenbrier County Farmland 
Protection Board
meets on the 4th Thursday of each month at 10:30 a.m.  
at the Greenbrier County Courthouse, 912 Court Street 
North, Lewisburg, WV  24901 in the County Commission 
Meeting Room. The public is invited to attend. Call 304-
520-3221 for more information.

Greenbrier County Board of Education
will meet in Special Session Monday, Mar. 10, at 1 p.m. in 
the Kyle & Ann Fort Arts & Science Building, 653 Church 
St., Lewisburg, WV 24901. On the agenda:
•	 Executive Session - Student Hearing per WV Code 
	 §18a-5-1A
	 -	 Student A - GWHS
•	 Approval of Schedule of Proposed Levy Order and 
	 Rate Sheet for Fiscal Year 2026
•	 Consideration of and Possible Action
•	 Work Session

Lewisburg Finance Committee
will meet in regular session Tuesday, Mar. 11 and 
Wednesday, Mar. 12, at 7 p.m. in the Paul R. Cooley 
Council Chambers, 942 Washington St. W, Lewisburg. 
The following topics are scheduled for discussion:
• Resolution 577 - Water System Improvement Project 
	 Pay Request 35
•	 Water System Improvements Project Change Orders:
	 - 	Hayslett Construction Co. Change Order No. 4 to 
		  Contract No. 8
	 - 	Orders Construction Co. Change Order No. 9 to 		
		  Contract No. BA
•	 Chapman Technical Group, Ltd Amendment No. 3 to 
	 Task Order No. 32. S Lafayette/Randolph Street Storm 
	 Sewer Improvements
•	 Election Poll Worker Approval with related pay
•	 Fire Department - Bid approval for roof repair
•	 Police Department - Promotion of Jonathan Cosby 
	 from Patrolman to Corporal with related wage increase
•	 Merit Pay Approval
•	 Department Heads Capital Budget Request Fiscal 
	 Year 2026
•	 Coal Severance Fund Budget Approval Fiscal Year 
	 2026
•	 General Fund Budget Approval Fiscal Year 2026
•	 Communications from Members
•	 Communications from City Manager
•	 Approval of Minutes - February 11, 2025

Renick Town Meetings
The March town meeting for the Town of Renick will be 
held Monday, Mar. 24. The 2025-2026 Budget Meeting 
will begin at 7 p.m. and will be followed by the regular 
monthly meeting. The agenda for the regular monthly 
meeting includes:
•	 Community comments
•	 Approval of Minutes and Financial Reports
•	 Old and New Business
•	 Committee reports

Greenbrier County Magistrate 
Court Convictions

Jacques Uwitonze, Shelby ville, KY, speeding, fine 
$32, GP
Trinaty A. Forren, Lewisburg, possession of tobacco, 
vape on school property, fine $1,GP
Carrie L. Jeffries, Scott Depot, speeding, fine $10, GP
James Felty, Rush, KY, speeding, fine $10, NCP
Thi Nguyen, Monroe Township, NJ, failure to obey 
traffic signals, fine $10, NCP
Colby R. Crookshanks, Meadow Bridge, failure to 
yield at intersection, fine $10, GP
Anthony Brown, Rainelle, 1) improper turning, fine 
$15; 2) passing with oncoming traffic, fine $15; 3) driv-
ing without valid driver’s license, fine $25; 4) failure 
to maintain vehicle insurance, fine $200; 5)defective 
equipment, fine $15; 6) expired inspection sticker, fine 
$10, GP
Brian Peeples, Statesboro, GA, speeding, fine $32, 
GP
Caleb I. Humen, Hadgesville, WV, 1) speeding, fine 
$38; 2) reckless driving, fine $50, NCP
Rodnay Farrell Leech, White Sulphur Springs, DUI, 
fine $100, jail 10 days - suspended and placed on 18 
months unsupervised probation  

Burning Season Guidelines
Burning season dates are from Mar. 1 through May 
31 and Oct. 1 through Dec. 31. Burning is prohib-
ited during burning season from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. If 
burning has occurred during permitted hours (5 p.m. 
to 7 a.m.), the fire must be completely extinguished 
by 7 a.m. Burning season prohibitions exclude small 
fires for the purpose of food preparation, warmth or 
light around which all grass, brush, stubble or debris 
has been removed for at least 10 feet from the fire 
and burning which is conducted at any time when the 
ground surrounding the burning site is covered by 
one inch of snow or more.

Corned Beef and Cabbage 
Benefit Dinner
Welcome to our annual Saint Patrick’s Corned Beef 
and Cabbage Dinner, to be held this year on Mar. 15. 
Serving time will be from 2 to 6 p.m. at the Williams-
burg Community Building, 6571 Shoestring Trail in 
Williamsburg. The dinner will benefit the Williams-
burg Food Pantry which provides for more than 70 
families. It will feature our famous corn pone, served 
with corned beef, cabbage, carrots, potatoes, corn-
pone or rolls, a variety of desserts and tea or coffee. 
The cost is $15 for adults and $7.50 for the children 
under 12 years, children under 6 years are free. This 
event is sponsored by the Williamsburg Food Pantry. 
Call 304-392-5537 with any questions.

Williamsburg Shooting Match 
Daylight savings time! We hope. Join us for the Wil-
liamsburg Shooting Match that will be held on Mar. 
15. The Shooting Match will begin at 7 p.m. Come 
early! Come Hungry! Delicious hot food and re-
freshments will be available starting at 6 p.m. Fami-
lies welcomed; you don’t have to shoot to come get 
a meal! The Match will be eight rounds, 12-gauge 
guns only. Full choke, .660 inch minimum. Screw in 
chokes must be from a recognized supplier (patent-
ed) and extend no more than 3 inches beyond origi-
nal barrel. Barrel length 34” maximum. First Seven 
rounds @ $2.50 per shot, eighth round 50/50 @$7.50 
per shot. Shooters must compete in the first 7 rounds 
in order to compete in the 8th round. 50/50 splatter 
match is $1 per chance between rounds - Cash prizes 
will be awarded. You do not need to be a shooter to 
win! The match will be held at the Community Build-
ing 6571 Shoestring, Trail, Williamsburg, WV. We 
hope to see you all there. Sponsored by a joint effort 
of the Williamsburg Community Action. For more in-
formation and directions visit our website: www.wil-
liamsburgwv.com or Bill Jarvis, 304-645-3690.

A Celebration of Nine Decades 
Please join us to honor Cleve Benedict as he turns 90! 
There will be a party held on Friday, Mar. 14, from 
6 to 8 p.m. at the Dutch Haus Restaurant in Lewis-
burg. This will be an evening of stories, laughter, and 
celebration. Your presence is the only gift he needs! 
Together, let’s toast to 90 remarkable years!

Haley Nicole Durham and Jacob Scott Nutter
Miranda Brooke Lehmiller and Jonathan 

Michael Dunbar

Marriages

New Cases from 2/26/25 to 3/5/25

New Civil Cases
American Express National Bank v. Wren Kennedy

Credit Acceptance Corporation v. 
Charles A Hazard III

State of West Virginia v. Kevin Peter Kipp

New Divorces
Melissa Dawn Thorton and Matthew Charles 

Thorton
Cameron Felty and Julia Felty

Staran Lee Fox and Jeanett Sue Fox
Ashley Hanna Morgan and Trenton W Morgan
Ronnie Dewayne Killion and Alexandria Hope 

Dowdy
Thomas Eric Stalnaker and Laretta Renia Spence 

Stalnaker

Suits
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For the Record
Deeds

Joshua J. Martin and Stevi L. Martin to Martins HD 
LLC: 0.126 acres & R/W, Rainelle District, Map 4 Par-
cel 0039.
Barbara J. Boggs to Barbara J. Boggs: lots 22-30, Fort 
Spring District, Map 14G Parcel 45, 52-55.
Hillcroft Properties LLC to Rudolph P. Colombo II and 
Beverly J. Colombo: 200 acres, Lewisburg District, 
Map 18 Parcel 18.
Molly C. Hundley McCloud Estate to Johnny E. Hund-
ley and Teresa R. Hundley: 2 acres, Meadow Bluff Dis-
trict, Map 39 Parcel 0025 0001.
JNL Properties LLC to McClintic Properties LLC: 0.50 
acres, White Sulphur District, Map 2 Parcel 3.
Gregory N. Estep and Debra S. Estep to Vincent G. 
Oliviera and Heather D. Oliviera: 18.90 acres, Frank-
ford District, Map 15 Parcel 6.

Lewisburg County Commission      				            Continued from Front Page

the facility for the day, positively impacting the dogs 
and the people while also promoting the dogs on social 
media. 

Although 2024 was an excellent year for GHS, it was 
not without challenges. Like any animal facility across 
the country, GHS faces the challenge of overpopulation. 
It is difficult to keep up with all the animals coming into 
the facility, and GHS continues to seek innovative ways 
to promote the animals. For example, appointment-only 
intakes allow them to know which animals are arriving 
on specific days, enabling them to ensure they have the 
appropriate animal care staff and minimize surprises. As 
GHS moves into 2025, it plans to continue its programs, 
such as ongoing education and responsible pet owner-
ship. The ultimate goal is to keep pets in home envi-
ronments and out of shelters. The commission showed 
gratitude to GHS for its ongoing efforts, as well as all 
the volunteers. 

The Greenbrier Valley Off-Road Biking Association 
(GVORBA) also presented to the Commission. Two 
board members, Josh Edwards and Ben Eisenberg, rep-
resented GVORBA during this presentation. They are a 
non-profit organization affiliated with the International 
Mountain Biking Association, and its purpose is to get 
adults, kids, and community members on bikes. GVOR-
BA is currently in the process of trying to expand the 
opportunities available for biking in the Greenbrier Val-
ley, as we have some of the best terrain available for 
mountain biking. They aim to capitalize on this terrain 
and provide biking trails suitable for all levels, bringing 
visitors to Greenbrier Valley to ride our trails, eat at our 
restaurants, and shop at our businesses. 

Additionally, these trails will not only be for biking 
but also hiking, walking, and family outings, and they 
will be all-around community-friendly. GVORBA has 
secured $2.6 million in funding to develop a new bike 
park in White Sulphur Springs. They have also worked 
with the International Mountain Biking Association and 
the Greenbrier State Forrest to design 20-plus new miles 
of trail, as the current trails we have now lack various 
difficulty levels. GVORBA plans to host some commu-
nity rides this spring to increase community engagement 
and encourages the community to be on the lookout for 
those. 

Just as exciting, GVORBA is working with White 
Sulphur to try and get new lights for the ball fields in 
Hope Village, as that is also where the bike park will 
be; GVORBA would also like to try and connect the 
bike park to downtown to make it easily accessible. 
GVORBA is interested in these projects because they 
love bikes and the Greenbrier Valley and want to see us 
grow economically and recreationally. 

In other news, regular Commission business includ-
ed no arts and recreation transfers at this meeting. On 
the agenda were eight items to be considered. The first 
was the consideration of a resolution urging Greenbrier 
County lawmakers to support the Certificate of Need in 
West Virginia. Becky Harless, CEO of CAMC GVMC, 
spoke on this matter strongly, urging lawmakers to op-
pose any attempt to repeal West Virginia’s Certificate of 
Need program as it would have detrimental effects on 
the access to healthcare in our rural community. A mo-
tion was made for the Greenbrier County Commission 
to write a letter to regional lawmakers in support of the 
Certificate of Need. 

Commissioners also considered closing out the docu-
ments for the Greenbrier County Quinwood Broadband 
Project, as the project became obsolete before it even 
came to the point of being billed and did not make it 
past the project design. Funds remaining from this proj-
ect will be given back to the state. The commission will 
move forward with the closeout documents. 

Next on the agenda was the consideration of payment 
of Resolution # 9 for the Greenbrier County PSD #2 – 
Phase 2 Waterline extension project, invoices for The 
Thrasher Group. The amount was $160,084.90, and 
the commission approved this payment. The commis-
sion then considered the payment for Draw Request #7 
for the Greenbrier County GigReady Broadband Proj-
ect. The total amount for the project is $134,976.91. 
However, the Greenbrier County Commission is only 
obligated to pay 25 percent; $33,744.23 would be the 
commission’s portion, with the rest will be paid by the 
GigReady Project. The motion to consider this payment 
was approved. 

The commission considered two separations of em-
ployment: Shelly Ott (effective Feb. 12) from the 
Greenbrier County Sherriff’s Tax Office and Timothy 
Wilson (effective Feb. 20) from the Greenbrier County 
911 Office. The commission approved both separations 
of employment.

The last item on the agenda was the consideration of 
a Professional Service Agreement for three + one for 
cash Vest Liquidity and Treasury Analysis. They would 
assess the commission’s accounts and provide informa-
tion on the best ways for the commission to maximize 
the available funds. Commissioners also considered a 
Remediation Reimbursement Agreement for the Cost of 
Demolition of Commercial Property located at 11525 
Midland Trail, Crawley (the old Exxon station). Exxon 
would like the commission to go ahead and perform the 
demolition, and Exxon will reimburse the commission 
for the full amount. A motion was made to approve both 
considerations.
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Macie Shepard 
(Bowden, Shanklin)

Macie “Carol” Shepard 
(Bowden, Shanklin) born 
Jan. 29, 1951 in Lilybrook, 
WV, passed away Feb. 28, 
2025, after a long illness. 
She raised her children in 
Alderson, but then moved 
to Lake City, FL, where 
she lived and worked until 
she retired from Columbia 
County Senior Center in 
2016 where she worked as 
Assistant Executive Direc-
tor along with many other 
positions over the years. 

Carol is preceded in 
death by her husband 
Richard Shepard, Lake 
City, FL, and brother Cur-
tis Bowden, Lake City, 
FL. She is survived by her 
mother Gladys Bowden, 
Lewisburg, sisters, Shir-
ley Bastian, Lewisburg, 
Sandra Cook, Lewisburg, 
Sue Cowan, Albuquer-
que, NM, daughters Tina 
Sheets, Renick, Jennifer 
Copen, Parkersburg, WV, 
sons John (JP) Snedegar, 
Ronceverte, and Shan-
non Shanklin, Lake City, 
FL. She is also survived 
my many grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, niec-
es and nephews.

Per her wishes, Carol 
did not want services and 
instead, the family will 
meet for a private service 
at a later time.

Online guestbook can be 
signed at www.morganfh.
net. Arrangements by Mor-
gan Funeral Home, Lewis-
burg, WV.

Emily Zimmerman 
Morgan

Emily “Irene” Zim-
merman Morgan, 87, of 
Caldwell, WV, passed 
away Saturday, Mar. 1, 
2025, at the Lewisburg 
Healthcare Center. Born 
Oct. 25, 1937, in Caldwell, 
she was the daughter of 
the late Elmer and Vida 
Quick Zimmerman. 

Irene was a Homemaker 
and a longtime member of 
the Caldwell Pentecostal 
Holiness Church. 

In addition to her par-
ents, she was preceded 
in death by her husband, 
William “Henry” Mor-
gan, siblings, Polly, Bes-
sie, Roxie, Carrie, Gracie, 
Lula Mae, Earl, Warren, 
Paul, Marvin and Lee and 
her loyal companion Dai-
sy Mae who brought her 
immense joy. 

Survivors include her 
children, Sharon (Rad) Ri-
vera of Fincastle, Lisa Mor-
gan of Caldwell, Tammy 
(Adam) Pickles of Sinks 
Grove and Wayne (Libby) 
Morgan of Lewisburg, 
grandchildren, Autumn 
(Joe) Lewis, Alisha (Jeff) 
Doyle, Kendra (Chris) 
Smith, Savanna Morgan, 
Devin (Catherine) Mor-
gan, and Brandon (Kelly) 
Pickles, great-grandchil-
dren, Stone Lewis, Ash-
ton (Grace) Lewis, Tyler 
Trout, Faith Trout, Kyrie 
Gardner, Kaylan (Shane) 
Bass, Caleb Smith, Novak 

Obituaries
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Garland Eugene
Meadows

Garland Eugene Mead-
ows, 95, of Rupert, for-
merly of Rainelle and 
Meadow Bridge, passed 
away Monday, Mar. 3, 
2025, at the Hubbard 
Hospice House follow-
ing a short illness. He was 
born on Oct. 20, 1929, at 
Rupert, the son of the late 
John Meadows and Vero-
nia (Cadle) Meadows.

He was a coal miner, 
construction worker, farm-
er, truck driver, and car-
penter. Garland was of the 
Baptist faith.

Preceding him in death, 
in addition to his parents, 
are his three brothers 
John, Frank, and Charles 
Meadows; three sisters 
Claudine McClung, Ruth 
Wykle, and Dorene God-
dard; and one infant son, 
Ronald Paul Meadows.

Survivors include his 
wife of 76 years, Clara 
Jeanette (Smoot) Mead-
ows, one brother Mon-
roe Meadows (Diane) of 
Green Sulphur Springs, 
his children; Margaret Slo-
com of Athens, Tennessee, 
Gary Meadows of Rupert, 
Linda Fluharty of Salem, 
Karen Fike of Baltimore 
Maryland, Dale Cook of 
Rupert, Allen Lynn Cook, 
of Charleston; 12 grand-
children; 15 great-grand-
children; and one great-
great grandchild.

Services will be at 1 
p.m., Saturday, Mar. 8, 
at the McRoss Baptist 
Church, with Pastor Ben-
nie Kenney officiating. 

Sylvia Jean Eagle

Sylvia Jean Eagle, 65, 
of Smoot passed away on 
Mar. 3, 2025, at her home. 
She was born on Nov. 3, 
1959, at White Sulphur 
Springs, the daughter of 
the late Cleveland Lee and 
Annie Lee Scott.

Sylvia was of the Mor-
mon faith and loved to 
do anything she could 
to help anyone in need. 
She thoroughly enjoyed 
her crafting. Sylvia knit, 
crocheted, and sewed as 
much as she could.

In addition to her hus-
band Keith of 47 years, 
those left to cherish her 
memories are her three 
daughters; Kelley (Rob) 
of White Sulphur, Sabrina 
(Jody) of Lewisburg, Kim-
berly (Nate) of North Car-
olina, one son; Sherman 
Eagle of Florida, and one 
sister; Patty of Virginia.

Amy Elizabeth Evans
Hickman 

Amy Elizabeth Evans 
Hickman passed away 
peacefully in the home of 
her son, Mark, in Lexing-
ton, SC, on Mar. 3, 2025, 
attended by loving fam-
ily members. She was 
born on Oct. 8, 1923, in 
Raleigh, WV, to the late 
Lenwood C. and Bessie L. 
(Campbell) Evans.

Amy spent her early 
childhood in Raleigh and 
in Talcott, WV, where she 
enjoyed wonderful times 
with her grandparents, 
Calvin and Ada Cave Ty-
ler Evans and Clarkston 
and Martha Campbell, 
and with her beloved Ev-
ans and Campbell uncles, 
aunts, and cousins. She 
was baptized in the faith at 
Second Baptist Church of 
Talcott, the church where 
both sets of grandparents 
were founding members. 
Amy was a prized soloist 
in the church at an early 
age. Her singing was so 
loved that when she re-
turned to Raleigh at the 
end of one summer her 
cousin Virginia asked her, 
“Who’s going to sing at 
the funerals?” Her voice 
was a gift from God, and 
she used it to sing her 
faith. When she sang, she 
was transcendent, and she 
routinely took congrega-
tions to a higher plane 
throughout her life. At oth-
er times, she was simply 
turning ordinary events 
at home into impromptu 
songs to the amusement 
of her children. She was 
always singing.

Amy graduated from 
Stratton High School in 
Beckley, WV, and wed on 
Christmas Eve of the same 
year. She and her husband, 
John Hickman, journeyed 
north as part of the Great 
Migration after World 
War II, finally settling in 
the Detroit, MI, area to 
live and raise their grow-
ing family. She focused 
her attention on being a 
mother to her ten chil-
dren while also working 
to help support her fam-
ily. In 1969 she returned 
to West Virginia with her 
four youngest sons and 
settled in Lewisburg to be 

close to family. She be-
came a watch care mem-
ber of John Wesley United 
Methodist Church, where 
she was a featured solo-
ist in the Senior Choir for 
many years in addition to 
organizing a Junior Choir. 
She worked as a domes-
tic in a private home until 
she was hired to work at 
Greenbrier Center, where 
she worked for 10 years. 
She retired from the Cen-
ter at the age of 60 as the 
Housekeeping Supervisor. 
Later, she served as a Fos-
ter Grandparent at Green-
brier Center and in the 
Greenbrier County School 
System. In later years, 
she was cared for lov-
ingly by her daughter Joya 
Simpson and her husband 
Maurice in Roanoke, VA, 
when she could no longer 
remain at home. In 2019 
she moved permanently 
from Lewisburg and went 
to live with her son Donald 
and his wife Tonia in Mint 
Hill, NC, for five months 
before moving in with 
her son Mark with whom 
she spent the remainder 
of her life at his homes in 
Lexington, SC, and White 
Sulphur Springs.

Amy was preceded in 
death by her parents, her 
brother James who died in 
infancy, and her beloved 
brother and sister and 
their spouses, Lenwood J. 
(Laura Janis) Evans, and 
Edith (Millard) Seams. 
Also preceding her in 
death were her husband 
John H.O. Hickman; a son, 
Ralph Quincy Hickman; a 
great-grandson, Patrick 
Hickman; as well as cher-
ished daughters-in-law, 
Alice, Patricia, Sophia 
and Lici. She is survived 
by nine children: John 
P. Hickman of Caldwell; 
Kenneth (Gwen) Hick-
man of Randolph, MA; 
Christopher (Donna) 
Hickman of Southgate, 
MI, Joya (Maurice) Simp-
son of Lake Wylie, SC; 
Salim (Hanan) Mu’min 
of Oak Park, MI; Donald 
(Tonia) Hickman of Mint 
Hill, NC; David Hick-
man of Southfield, MI; 
Perry (Darlene) Hickman 
of Winston-Salem, NC; 
Mark Hickman of Lexing-
ton, SC, and White Sul-
phur Springs; daughter by 
marriage, Octavia Hick-
man of Lewisburg; 21 
grandchildren, 30 great-
grandchildren, 7 great-
great grandchildren; a 
host of dearly loved nieces 
and nephews; her double 
cousin Thurmond (Diane) 
Evans of Talcott, WV; 

many Evans and Camp-
bell relatives; and a family 
of friends in Michigan and 
West Virginia. She will be 
greatly missed.

Funeral service will be 
held at 11 a.m., Tuesday, 
Mar. 11, at the Morgan Fu-
neral Home Chapel. Visi-
tation will be from 6 to 8 
p.m., Monday, Mar. 10, 
at the funeral home. En-
tombment will follow the 
service in the Rosewood 
Cemetery Mausoleum.

Online guestbook can be 
signed at www.morganfh.
net. Arrangements by Mor-
gan Funeral Home, Lewis-
burg, WV.

Burial will follow in the 
Wallace Memorial Ceme-
tery, Clintonville. Friends 
may call one hour prior to 
the service from 12 noon - 
1 p.m. at the church.

Smathers Funeral Cha-
pel is honored to have been 
entrusted to care for Gar-
land and his family during 
their great time of need. 
Online condolences may 
be made at www.smathers-
funeralchapelinc.com

and Mazikeen Morgan and 
Skyler Pickles, great-great 
-grandchildren, Elana and 
Stella Lewis and Jett Bass, 
and many nieces, nephews, 
cousins and friends.

Funeral service will be 
at 11 a.m., Wednesday, 
Mar. 5, at the Morgan Fu-
neral Home Chapel, Lew-
isburg, WV, with Pastor 
Hat Defibaugh and Pastor 
Kenny Baker officiating. 
Visitation will be 6 to 8 
p.m. Tuesday, Mar. 4, at 
the funeral home. Burial 
will follow the service in 
Greenbrier Memorial Gar-
dens. Pallbearers will be 
Daniel Pickles, Mike An-
derson, Mark Pusey, Chris 
Smith and Caleb Smith. 

The family would like to 
thank Lewisburg Health-
care for the wonderful care 
provided during Irene’s 
stay there.

Online guestbook can be 
signed at www.morganfh.
net. Arrangements by Mor-
gan Funeral Home, Lewis-
burg, WV.

In keeping with her 
wishes, Sylvia has been 
cremated with a celebra-
tion of life to be held at a 
later time.

Smathers Funeral Cha-
pel is honored to have been 
entrusted to care for Sylvia 
and her family during their 
great time of need. On-
line condolences may be 
shared at www.smathers-
funeralchapelinc.com

Elementary student discipline bill passes WV House 

By Amelia Ferrell Knisely 
for West Virginia Watch
The West Virginia House of Delegates overwhelm-

ingly approved a bill Monday that would give elemen-
tary teachers more authority to remove disruptive and 
violent students. 

The measure, which failed to pass last year, is a re-
sponse to teachers asking lawmakers for help in deal-
ing with a growing problem of school discipline. Vio-
lent attacks on teachers are occurring most commonly in 
kindergarten classrooms, leading many educators to say 
these children have been victims of child abuse and/or 
the state’s substance abuse crisis. 

“House Bill 2515 specifies the requirements for when 
a grade kindergarten through sixth teacher determines 
that the behavior of a student is violent, threatening or 
intimidating toward staff or peers, or creates an unsafe 
learning environment or impedes on other students’ 
ability to learn in a safe environment,” said House Edu-
cation Committee Chair Joe Ellington, R-Mercer. 

If the student is removed from a classroom a total 
of three times in one month for disruptive behaviors, 
the principal would determine if the student receives 
in- or out-of-school suspension or “may be considered 
for placement in an alternative learning center if one is 
available within the school district.” 

The measure has faced criticism that too many ex-
pelled students would be forced to learn online at home 
because fewer than half of the state’s 55 counties have 
alternate learning centers. 

House members have edited the bill over the last 
week; it now calls on counties to create alternative 
learning centers to address the behaviors of chronically 
disruptive students. 

It still does not come with proposed funding to build 
those centers or hire additional staff in schools. 

While some House Republicans have promised a 
forthcoming bill on resources for school mental health 
resources, Del. Mike Pushkin, D-Kanawha, said that 
funding should have come first during the session. The 
bill passed the House 92-4; Pushkin voted against it. 

“I certainly understand the need for this type of bill … 
and I do appreciate that this is a better bill than we had 
last year,” he said. “My concern is, without the appropri-
ate resources, there’s still gonna be a lot of kids to fall 
through the cracks. The resource should have come first. 
We’re not addressing the underlying issues.” 

Pushkin was also concerned that this year’s budget 
constraints could hinder any spending on school mental 
health resources.  

The new version would also allow for the expulsion of 
a student, but only if repeated behavior occurs.

Sen. Amy Grady, R-Mason, an elementary school 
teacher, has prioritized elementary discipline legislation 
over the last two years, and the Senate Education Com-
mittee will take up her version Tuesday. 

“I really think that they made a lot of really good 
changes to the bill and made it a lot better than what it 
was last year,” she said. “I took a couple of things out 
that I wasn’t in agreement with … I feel like it’s a bet-
ter bill that can get everybody in the school involved in 
helping these kids.”

Grady would like students who are disciplined for the 
first time for disruptive behavior to see a school coun-
selor, school social worker or psychologist and set up a 
behavior plan to be implemented for a two-week period.

“Sometimes you might have one instance where 
they do something and then they change that behavior 

whenever you set up a plan for them. And sometimes 
you have the repeat offenders, which is really less than 
maybe 1% of students. That’s what this is trying to deal 
with,” she said.

Both the Senate and House versions mandate that 
student discipline cannot conflict with the Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act, and students who are 
removed from school must be evaluated for a possible 
disability that could be the root of the behavioral issues. 

West Virginia Watch is part of States Newsroom, a 
nonprofit news network supported by grants and a coali-
tion of donors as a 501c(3) public charity. West Virginia 
Watch maintains editorial independence. Contact Edi-
tor Leann Ray for questions:  info@westvirginiawatch.
com.

One person dies in 
Greenbrier County fire 

A 70-year-old adult male died in a fire on Monday 
near the town of Alderson in Greenbrier County.

The fire happened at a barn on Mountain View Park-
way at around 3:30 p.m. on Mar. 3. Smoot Volunteer 
Fire Department, as well as several other area fire de-
partments, responded to the scene and recovered the 
victim from the barn.

Investigators with the West Virginia State Fire Mar-
shal’s Office also responded. The cause of the fire is un-
determined at this time and still under investigation.

The victim has been sent to the WV Medical Exam-
iner’s Office in Charleston for positive identification and 
autopsy.
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Tilapia Benefit Dinners return 
to the area for the Fridays of Lent
The annual Tilapia dinners, consisting of a large 
portion of Tilapia, cole slaw, scalloped potatoes, 
hard rolls, drink and dessert, will be served on Mar. 
7, 14, 21, and 28, as well as Apr. 4 and 11 in the 
Community Hall of the Schoolhouse Hotel, direct-
ly behind the Emmanuel United Methodist Church 
on Dry Creek Road in downtown White Sulphur 
Springs. Serving time will be 4:30 to 7 p.m. and 
the sponsors, the Greenbrier Valley Council 8689 
Knights of Columbus, will use the proceeds for 
various community, youth, church and council 
projects. Dinners may be purchased for eating in 
or as take outs.
“Because of the highly successful 2024 dinners, we 
were able to provide every elementary school in 
Greenbrier, Monroe, Pocahontas, and the town of 
Meadow Bridge with 12 brand new winter coats as 
well as 12 to the Monroe County Family Resource 
Network, the Pocahontas County Family Resource 
Network, and Wellspring of Western Greenbrier 
which serves western Greenbrier and eastern Fay-
ette counties,” noted Andrew Wrzoawk of Waite-
ville, grand knight of Council 8689. He added “We 
were able to give $500 grants each to two food pan-
tries, to two college students from our area and to 
two seminarians from southern West Virginia. And 
this does not include all the donations to various lo-
cal charities including donations to the five public 
high schools in the Greenbrier and Meadow River 
Valleys for the after prom/after graduation drug 
free/alcohol free parties.” 
Cost of the dinners this year will be $18 with an 
extra $7 for an extra piece of Tilapia or a child por-
tion for children 6-12. Children under 6 are free. 
The all volunteer culinary staff is again made up 
of some current and/or retired from The Greenbrier 
and from the West Virginia School of Osteopathic 
Medicine and the wait staff are all volunteers from 
the area who support the projects of the Knights 
Council. For further information, telephone the 
office of the Catholic Churches of the Greenbrier 
Valley 304-536-1813 or the Knights of Columbus 
304-645-1373.

Boosting community health: Red Cross offers 
free A1C testing for blood donors in March

The American Red Cross of Allegheny Highlands is 
helping to bridge access to health care for blood donors 
by providing free A1C testing, commonly used to screen 
for diabetes and prediabetes, on all successful blood, 
platelet and plasma donations in March.

One-third of people lack access to regular primary 
care in the U.S., where diabetes affects 1 in 10 people 
and nearly a quarter of those living with it have been un-
diagnosed, according to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC). The free A1C screening aims to 
help address this gap by empowering blood donors with 
valuable information to maintain their health and well-
being. This new offering is among the longtime work 
of the Red Cross to support the health of communities, 
which also includes disaster relief efforts such as basic 
disaster health and mental health services among other 
assistance.

Visit RedCrossBlood.org, use the Red Cross Blood 
Donor App or call 1-800-RED CROSS to book a time to 
give in March and learn more about your health. Addi-
tionally, all who come to give blood, platelets or plasma 
March 1-31 will receive a $10 Amazon.com Gift Card 
by email. See RedCrossBlood.org/March for details on 
both offers.  

Upcoming blood drives in the Lewisburg area include 
one on Monday, Mar. 10 at Lewisburg United Methodist 
Church from 12 noon to 6 p.m., one on Thursday, Mar. 
13 at the Clingman Center from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., and 
one on Tuesday, Mar. 18 at Robert C. Byrd Clinic from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

You can also make a financial donation at redcross.
org/GivingDay on Mar. 26 to support people with disas-
ter services such as emergency shelter, food, relief sup-
plies, basic health care, emotional support and financial 
assistance. Both efforts are part of its Red Cross Month 
activities in March.

Supporting the health of communities has long been 
part of the American Red Cross and traces its roots to 
its founder, Clara Barton. A lifelong humanitarian and 
pioneer in the nursing field, Barton first led the organi-
zation to deliver relief and care after disasters more than 
140 years ago.

 As part of disaster relief efforts, disaster health and 
mental health services are as important as ever in the face 
of intensifying extreme weather across the country. The 
Red Cross is responding to nearly twice as many major 
disasters than it did a decade ago across the country - on 
top of everyday crises like home fires and flooding in our 
area. After disasters of all sizes, the Red Cross also pro-
vides emergency lodging, food and financial assistance.

Red Cross health and mental health support may in-
clude replacing lost prescription medications and medi-
cal equipment, helping people in its shelters cope with 
chronic illnesses aggravated by the disaster, and provid-
ing emotional support and referrals to community health 
and mental health professionals for additional care.

So far this year, the Red Cross has helped people af-
fected by large disasters such as the record-breaking 
wildfires in California. This came on the heels of 2024 
having the second-highest number of billion-dollar di-
sasters in a single year, due to major events like hur-
ricanes, floods and tornadoes, according to the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. The Ameri-
can Red Cross of the Central Appalachia Region is re-
sponding to the devastating flooding that impacted parts 
of our area with over 50 Red Cross disaster responders 
assisting in relief efforts. Teams have been delivering 
emergency supplies including over 850 clean-up kits 
and more than 2,000 other items such as bleach, shovels, 
trash bags, gloves, etc. to the impacted area. Red Cross 
damage assessment teams have been out in communities 
assessing the impacts and conducting door-to-door ex-
ternal residential damage assessments to help determine 
how many homes have been affected and the extent of 
damage. Caseworkers are conducting direct outreach 
and meeting with families whose homes were deter-
mined to be destroyed or with major damage to help 
support their recovery.

Advocates: WV tourism 
gains threatened by 

federal job cuts 
By Brett Peveto
With West Virginia’s tourism industry seeing dramatic 

growth in recent years, conservation groups are sound-
ing the alarm about layoffs of federal land-management 
workers.

Reports indicate 3,400 U.S. Forest Service employ-
ees and 1,000 National Park Service workers have been 
fired nationwide, representing a 10% force reduction for 
the Forest Service and 5% at the Park Service.

Olivia Miller, program director for the West Virginia 
Highlands Conservancy, said the cutbacks will affect the 
state’s economy.

“Public lands have an enormous economic impact 
in our state, bringing in around $9 billion annually 
and supporting about 91,000 jobs,” Miller pointed out. 
“Many communities are built around outdoor recreation 
and tourism.”

The Park Service reported West Virginia saw more 
than 2 million visitors to its national parks in 2023, with 
park visitors spending more than $120 million in the 
state.

In 2023, West Virginia saw a 17% increase in visitor 
spending in the state compared with a national increase 
around 1%. The state Department of Tourism forecasts 
continued visitor spending will create 21,000 jobs annu-
ally through 2030.

Advocates are pointing to the preexisting staffing 
problems at national forests including Monongahela, 
which is described as chronically understaffed. Miller 
noted understaffed national parks and forests will have a 
slower response to invasive species and sees the likeli-
hood of an overall decline in the quality of visitor ex-
periences.

“Trail maintenance will likely become harder,” Miller 
observed. “Cleaning up campsites and opening them up 
for people over the summer is going to become more 
and more difficult for these agencies to sustain.”

National parks nationwide saw more than 325 million 
visits in 2023, a 4% increase over the year prior.

Chocolate Festival 
tickets on sale now, both 

in-person and online
Lewisburg Chocolate Festival tickets are now 

on sale both online and in-person at the Greenbrier 
County Visitor’s Center. Visit visitlewisburgwv.
com/lewisburg-chocolate-festival to purchase tick-
ets online. This year there is an added the option of 
delivery for your tickets! Just choose shipping at 
checkout and skip the will call line. Orders after Mar. 
21 will not have the option for shipping and must be 
picked up at Will Call. Thanks to our nonprofit part-
ner Greenbrier Historical Society and North House 
Museum for making this option possible.

Tickets come in packs of five for $5 each, with 
most visitors buy around 25 tickets.

The Lewisburg Chocolate Festival will be Apr. 12 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Will Call will be open 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at City National Bank.

Tickets are still available for purchase in person 
at the Visitors Center in downtown Lewisburg. Cash 
preferred.

Greenbrier County 
teen reading program 

offers rewards
Calling all kids in grades 6 through 12! The Green-

brier County Public Library, Eastern Greenbrier 
Middle School, and the White Sulphur Springs Pub-
lic Library are partnering for a teen reading program 
that rewards kids for writing reviews of books they 
read. Register online for the program at greenbrier.
beanstack.org and enter your reviews of age-appro-
priate books you are reading on the Beanstack web-
site or app. This will give you chances to get gift cer-
tificates from Mar. 7 to Apr. 11 at local stores. Win 
gift certificates to Across the Board, Cinema 8, and 
much more.  Call 304-536-1171 or 304-647-7568 for 
more information.    

courtrooms, as well as the cir-
cuit clerk’s office, adult proba-
tion department, and one circuit 
courtroom, and the second floor 
houses the circuit court offices, 
juvenile probation department, 
and the prosecuting attorney’s 
office. 

The new annex, located on 
the north end of the Court-
house, now houses the Sheriff’s 
Tax Office and Assessor’s Of-
fice on the ground floor, and the 
county commission, planning 
and permits division, county 
clerk, voter registration office, 
and fiduciary offices are on the 
second floor. 

Please note that the new 
courthouse annex is not direct-
ly accessible to the public from 
the original courthouse section, 
even though the two are con-
nected by hallways. To visit the 
offices in the annex, the public 
must enter through the annex’s 
new front door located off of 
Court Street. To attend court 
sessions (family, magistrate, 
and circuit) or visit the juve-
nile and adult probation de-
partments, visitors must enter 
through the main Court Street 
door of the original courthouse 
that was previously the only 
public access door. 

Call the Greenbrier County 
Courthouse at 304-647-6689 
with any questions. 

Jury box for the main circuit courtroom received new padded chairs.

The Sheriff’s Tax Office 
is now located in the 
new annex. 
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HEALTH/MEDICAL
DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Infor-mation Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
GET DISH SATELLITE TV + INTER-
NET!  Free Install, Free HD-DVR Up-
grade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, 
Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS 
HOME INTERNET WITH EARTHLINK. 
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 4G LTE net-
works, no contracts, easy installation, 
and data plans up to 300 GB. Call 844-
230-3640

MISCELLANEOUS
WE BUY HOUSES FOR CASH AS 

IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy three step process: Call, get cash 
offer and get paid. Get your fair cash 
offer today by calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-866-249-3126

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehi-cle pick-
up and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-964-
4167 today!

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage as the 
largest carriers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activation is free. 
All plans feature unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. For more in-
formation, call 1-855-615-6411

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter pro-tec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 
Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-844-295-2840

WE BUY 8,000 CARS A WEEK. Sell 
your old, busted or junk car with no 
hoops, haggles or headaches. Sell your 
car to Peddle. Easy three step process. 
Instant offer. Free pickup. Fast pay-
ment. Call 1-844-640-0583

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now to re-ceive a 
FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying 
purchase. Call 1-844-901-2301 today 

to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company - 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-1282

PREPARE FOR POWER OUT-
AGES with Briggs & Stratton® 
PowerProtect(TM) standby generators 
— the most powerful home standby 
generators available. Industry-leading 
comprehensive warranty — 7 years 
($849 value.) Proudly made in the 
U.S.A. Call Briggs & Stratton 1-855-
609-1433.

GET A BREAK ON YOUR TAXES! 
Donate your car, truck, or SUV to as-
sist the blind and visually im-paired. 
Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup 
and secure a generous tax credit for 
2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today 
at 1-855-368-9004 today!

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011
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WANTED
WANT TO BUY: Acre of 
land in Greenbrier County, 
with or without a house. 
Must have city water and 
electricity and be suitable for 
a mobile home if no house. 
Call 304-645-3781.

HELP WANTED:
SALES REPRESENTA-
TIVE. Shores & Shores In-
sulation is now accepting 
applications for immediate 
employment for sales repre-
sentative. Applicant needs to 
have a high school diploma, 
good driving record and some 
knowledge of construction. 
Salary will be discussed. Please 
call 304-645-7535 for appoint-

ment.
HELP WANTED: 
INSULATION INSTALL-
ERS. Shores & Shores In-
sulation is now accepting 
applications for immediate 
employment of fiberglass insu-
lation installer, as well as spray 
foam techs. We will train and 
pay will be discussed. Please 
call 304-645-7535 for appoint-
ment.

Have Legals? Email them to legalads@
mountainmedianews.com

HEALTH/MEDICAL
IS 2024 YOUR YEAR? We’re here for it 
and here for you. Reach your goals this 
year with WeightWatch-ers. Get started 
with THREE months FREE, visit www.
weightwatchersoffer.com/46

DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Infor-mation Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
GET DISH SATELLITE TV + INTER-
NET!  Free Install, Free HD-DVR Up-
grade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, 
Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS 
HOME INTERNET WITH EARTHLINK. 
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 4G LTE net-
works, no contracts, easy installation, 
and data plans up to 300 GB. Call 844-
230-3640

SWITCH AND SAVE up to $250/year 
on your talk, text and data. No contract 
and no hidden fees. Unlim-ited talk and 
text with flexible data plans. Premium 
nationwide coverage. 100% U.S. based 
customer service. For more informa-
tion, call 1-855-615-6411

JOBS
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING!  Become a Medical Of-
fice Professional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work in 
months!  Call 877-635-0244. The Mis-
sion, Program Information and Tuition 
is located at Career-Technical.edu/con-
sumer-information.  (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

MISCELLANEOUS
DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehi-cle pick-
up and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-964-
4167 today!

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - 
No payments for 18 months! Lifetime 

warranty & professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available.  Call: 
844-601-2044

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter pro-tec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 
Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-844-295-2840

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now to re-ceive a 
FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying 
purchase. Call 1-844-901-2301 today 
to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company - 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-1282

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011
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Robert’s Tree Service
Tree Trimming & Removal • Shrub Trimming 

• Lot Clearing • Light Excavation Work
• Driveway Maintenance & Repair

Serving Greenbrier, Monroe & Pocahontas Counties
FREE ESTIMATES! • DISCOUNTS FOR SENIORS

STUMP
GRINDING

Brandon Roberts, Owner
Frankford, WV • (304) 661-4086

robertstreeservicewv@gmail.com
Accepting all major credit cards

LICENSED & INSURED

Tree Trimming & Removal  • Shrub Trimming
Lot Clearing • Light Excavation Work

Bucket Truck Service • Chipper Service

FREE ESTIMATES! • DISCOUNTS FOR VETERANS & SENIORS

Roberts’ Tree Service

WV 2271-9538

To advertise 
in the 

Mountain 
Messenger 

call 304-647-5724 
or email 

ads@mountainmessenger.com.

Prevent WV Suicide
Call 988-Suicide & Crisis Lifeline

Remember there is HOPE, 
ask for HELP, choose LIFE

Dutch Haus Restaurant
PUBLIC WELCOME AT NEW LOCATION!
Lewisburg Elks Country Club at 368 Brush Rd., Lewisburg

Open 7 Days A Week 11 am - 9 pm • 304.645.2723

BEST
STEAKS

IN
TOWN

WEEKEND SPECIAL

St. Louis Style

NOW SERVING ALCOHOL, BEER & WINE!
Open Sat. and Sun. For Breakfast Beginning at 8:30 a.m.

WEEKEND SPECIAL

Open For Breakfast Saturday & Sunday 8:30-11:00

Dutch Haus Restaurant
Lewisburg Elks Country Club at 368 Brush Rd., Lewisburg

Mon - Fri 11 am-9 pm, Sat & Sun 8:30 am-9 pm • 304.645.2723

Shrimp & Grits
Served With Salad & Bread

Send Your Announcements In To Be  
Included In The Mountain Messenger

Planning a
FAMILY 
REUNION?

news@mountainmessenger.com 
or  

debra@mountainmedianews.com

Greenbrier Valley Fitness (SOUTH)
8486 Seneca Trail S.

Ronceverte, WV 24970
681-318-3340

Monday-Friday 5:00 A.M.-7:00 P.M.
Saturday 8:00 A.M.-1:00 P.M.    Closed Sunday

Greenbrier Valley Fitness (NORTH)
213 Coleman Drive

Lewisburg, WV 24901
304-645-4000

Monday-Friday 6:00 A.M.-8:00 P.M.
Closed Saturday & Sunday

24/7 For Members With 24 Hour Access

Fairlea area business is seeking a  
QUALIFIED BOOKKEEPER/ 

SECRETARY
Must be proficient in Quickbooks.  
COMPETITIVE SALARY.

To apply, or for more information,   
CALL 304-645-2415.

“We look forward to meeting you!”

HELP WANTED:
BOOKKEEPER/SECRETARY

2 Bedroom Unit Available!
Ronceverte Village Apartments

Rent Based on Income
Homeless Preference

Application Fee Waived  
for Qualified Applicants

Call Today 
606-683-3100 or 606-356-2205

Equal Housing Opportunity

Newly Renovated
Riverview Apartments 

2 Bedroom Units Available
for Elderly, Handicapped & Disabled

Rental Assistance Available

Call Today 
304.645.7119 or 304.645.1671

Equal Housing Opportunity

Newly Renovated
Riverview Apartments 

2 Bedroom Units Available
for Elderly, Handicapped & Disabled

Rental Assistance Available

Call Today 
304.645.7119 or 304.645.1671

Equal Housing Opportunity

HELP WANTED

Greenbrier Valley Fitness (SOUTH)
8486 Seneca Trail S.

Ronceverte, WV 24970
681-318-3340

Monday-Friday 5:00 A.M.-7:00 P.M.
Saturday 8:00 A.M.-1:00 P.M.    Closed Sunday

Greenbrier Valley Fitness (NORTH)
213 Coleman Drive

Lewisburg, WV 24901
304-645-4000

Monday-Friday 6:00 A.M.-8:00 P.M.
Closed Saturday & Sunday

24/7 For Members With 24 Hour Access

WANT TO BUY
WANT TO BUY: Want to buy bear traps. Paying cash. 
Bill Fair, 660-888-6658.

Dutch Haus Restaurant
PUBLIC WELCOME AT NEW LOCATION!
Lewisburg Elks Country Club at 368 Brush Rd., Lewisburg

Open 7 Days A Week 11 am - 9 pm • 304.645.2723

BEST
STEAKS

IN
TOWN

WEEKEND SPECIAL

St. Louis Style

NOW SERVING ALCOHOL, BEER & WINE!
Open Sat. and Sun. For Breakfast Beginning at 8:30 a.m.

WEEKEND SPECIAL

Open For Breakfast Saturday & Sunday 8:30-11:00

Chicken Parmesan

Dutch Haus Restaurant
Lewisburg Elks Country Club at 368 Brush Rd., Lewisburg

Mon - Fri 11 am-9 pm, Sat & Sun 8:30 am-9 pm • 304.645.2723

Served over Linguine with salad and garlic bread.

Now Serving  
Greenbrier County

Commercial & Residential
Plumbing

BATHROOM 
REMODELING
SEWER LINES
UNSTOP SEWER LINES 
DITCH WITCH SERVICE
WELL PUMP SERVICE 
WATER SOFTENERS
GAS LINES
EXCAVATING
HAUL GRAVEL FOR DRIVEWAYS
DIG FOOTERS 
BASEMENTS 
CLEAR LOTS

Flint’s Plumbing

Backhoe Service
24-Hour Service

Residential
Commercial

Senior Discount
PLO2377 MASTER44 YEARS

EXPERIENCE FAST SERVICE
MASTER 

PLUMBER 304-228-6124
Lory Mae Dale

BOOKKEEPING 
& TAX SERVICE

Serving The Area Since 1986

All Tax Forms
Arbuckle Lane, Lewisburg, WV

304-645-6037
Office Hours: 10 AM - 6 PM

Fourth Way Properties
Check out available properties at

www.4thwayproperties.com

733 old white trail,   
WSS, WV 24986

2 bedroom 1 bath apartment located in Villa 
Park. Walking distance to the Greenbrier Resort 
and local shops and restaurants. $850 rent plus 
electric. Water, sewer, and trash pickup are 
included. $850 security deposit. Pet friendly with 
a $100 per month pet fee.

$850/Monthly 

300 Randolph Street, 
Lewisburg, WV 24901

Downtown Lewisburg Office within walking dis-
tance to the Court House, downtown shops and 
restaurants. Two offices, reception area, and 
two reserved off-street parking spots. Central 
heating and air, water, sewer and trash pickup 
included. $950 rent plus electric, plus a $950 
security deposit.

$950/Monthly 

Call Terry or Isela @
(304) 647-8943

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL
Email us at FourthWayProperties@yahoo.com

FOR RENT

– HELP WANTED –
POOL LIFEGUARDS
The City of White Sulphur Springs is currently 

accepting applications for lifeguards. 

Applicants must be able to pass a drug test and 
have completed a lifeguard course or are 

currently enrolled in a course. Applications can be 
picked up at White Sulphur Springs City Hall at 
589 Main Street West, White Sulphur Springs, 

W.Va. 24986. For more information call WSS City 
Hall at 304-536-1454 or by emailing Linda at 

linda@ whitesulphurspringswv.org 
or the Mayor, Kathy Glover at 

mayor@whitesulphurspringswv.org .

Applications must be received at WSS City Hall no 
later than Wednesday, April 30, 2025, at 3:00 p.m.

Equal Opportunity Employer
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Dear Recycle LadyDear Recycle Lady

A Look Back

We Buy Houses For Cash!

Call (866) 249−3126

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers 
with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide! 

No Repairs. No Fuss.

• Fair Cash O� er
• Quick Closing
• No Realtor Fees

• No House Repairs
• Simple Home Sale
• Convenient Closing Date

SAVE $160
12 TOP WINES + BONUS GIFTS

Go to GetOSWine.com/Sip137
or call 1.877.283.6687 and mention code AGJF002
Omaha Steaks Wine is operated independently from Omaha Steaks, LLC. 
Full terms and conditions online. Void where prohibited by law.

GUARANTEED 
Life Insurance
up to $20,000.00

Modifi ed Whole Life Insurance from Physicians Life Insurance Company

Cash to help pay your funeral, medical bills 
or other fi nal expenses.

• Guaranteed acceptance ages 45 to 85*

• No medical exam, no health questions
• Lock in your rate for life

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. 
Benefi ts reduced fi rst two years. Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN). 
6236

Call for your FREE 
Information Kit

1-888-217-5559
or go to life55plus.info/wv
Plus — you’ll also get a FREE

Final Wishes Planner just for calling!

By William “Skip” Deegans
So long No. 614.
The final piece of the ill-fated Greenbrier Resort’s 

private train is about the leave our area. The Chesapeake 
& Ohio Railroad 614 is the last mainline steam 
locomotive built in the United States, and has been on 
display at the C&O Railway Heritage Center in Clifton 
Forge, Virginia. Built in 1948 by the Lima-Hamilton 
Corporation, the 5,000-horsepower locomotive was 
designed to haul C&O’s flagship passenger trains 
through the Allegheny Mountains. The locomotive was 
retired from active service in 1952 and donated to the 
B&O Railroad Museum in Baltimore in 1976. Ross 
Rowland, a former New York commodities broker and 
railroad preservationist, acquired the locomotive in 
1979 and undertook a $1.5 million restoration.

In 2009, Jim Justice, owner of The Greenbrier, 
invested $15 million and together with Rowland, Paul 
Nichini, Pennsylvania railroad owner, and John Hankins, 
Huntington, WV lawyer and grandson of a C&O 
engineer, organized the Greenbrier Express Company to 
develop a private train that would carry passengers from 

Washington, D.C. to The Greenbrier. To kick off the 
project, the group held a press conference and cocktail 
party at the exclusive Hay-Adams Hotel in Washington. 
The company purchased 15 railroad passenger cars that 
were decorated by Carlton Varney, interior decorator 
with the Dorothy Draper & Co. Varney said, “My goal 
is to make this train very regal and royal.”  Rowland’s 
C&O 614 was selected to pull the cars to and from West 
Virginia’s resort. 

For various reasons, the plan for the private train 
proved to be unfeasible, and the project was canceled in 
May 2012. The newly renovated and decorated cars were 
auctioned. The C&O 614 locomotive was sold last year 
by Rowland to RJD American and will soon be moved 
to Strasburg, Pennsylvania, for further restoration. The 
new owner plans to operate the locomotive for historical 
and educational purposes. Someday, perhaps, it will 
be seen again in Greenbrier County as it chugs it way 
through the Alleghanies.

Sources: Railfan & Railroad Magazine, American-
Rails.com, Washington Life, Thousand Island Life.

Photo from Wikipedia.

Dear Recycle Lady, 
In one of your former columns, you mentioned 

paper being made from a number of different sources. 
However, you left out a few. Lemongrass, bamboo, and 
coconut are three sources that I know of. Https://www.
ehow.com/how_5887274_make-paper-out-coconut-
fiber.html, has an interesting article entitled “How to 
Make Paper Out of Coconut Fiber.” How to make paper 
out of lemongrass is on the website, https://bluecatpaper.
com/lemongrass-paper,and https://www.bamboogrove.
com/bamboo-paper.html tells about making paper out 
of bamboo.  

Paper Maker
Dear Paper Maker,

Thanks so much for adding coconut fiber, lemongrass 
and bamboo to the list of materials used to make paper 
in place of wood from trees.  The websites are excellent.

Dear Recycle Lady,
What is the difference between corrugated cardboard 

and paperboard? Are they both recycled with cardboard? 
Wants to Know

Dear Wants to Know,
Corrugated cardboard is made of three layers of paper; 

an outside liner and an inside liner with a ruffled shape 
running between the two. These three layers are glued 
together to make a very durable and strong box. Today, 
approximately 95% of products in North America are 
shipped in corrugated cardboard boxes. Paperboard 
is thinner than cardboard, and thicker and more rigid 
than paper. While it is lighter weight than cardboard, it 
is also strong and used in packaging. Cereal boxes are 
an example of paperboard. According to Wikipedia, 
cardboard was first made in France in 1751 to reinforce 
playing cards, whereas paperboard was first produced 
in England in the 1860s to save space when shipping 
packages. Both corrugated cardboard and paperboard 
packaging are sustainable, renewable, and recyclable in 
the cardboard bin. One ton of recycled cardboard used 
to make new cardboard saves 3 tons of trees and 9 cubic 
yards of landfill space.

Dear Recycle Lady,
Can milk cartons be recycled?

Milk Drinker

Dear Milk Drinker,
Milk cartons are made of multiple layers of material 

includingpaperboard, which sounds like they should 
be recyclable. However, the paperboard is covered 
with a thin layer of food-safe polyethylene plastic (#1 
PET), which is not recyclable locally.This thin layer 
of plastic keeps milk contained in the carton, helps to 
keep the milk fresh longer, and separates the milk from 
the cardboard that could affect the taste of the milk. 
Milk can be purchased locally in plastic jugs that are 
recyclable at the Recycling Center. It is also available 
in returnable/reusable glass jugs, which are the most 
sustainable method of packaging milk.

Interesting Information: The blue whale, the largest 
animal ever to live on Earth, has a heart that weighs 
around 400 pounds - roughly the size of a small car! 
Its heartbeat can be heard from two miles away, and its 
arteries are so large that a human could crawl through 
them. These ocean giants play a vital role in maintaining 
marine ecosystems, but they’re vulnerable to pollution 
and habitat loss. We all need to protect the oceans and 
the amazing creatures that call them home. (fto.com)

Have questions about recycling, or interesting 
information about recycling? Send questions or requests 
Recyclelady7@gmail.com. Dear Recycle Lady is 
sponsored jointly by the Greenbrier Recycling Center 
and Greenworks Recycling.
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PLEASE SEE THE PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PAGE 7

BUSINESS
WVSOM gears up for first-ever Day of Giving March 12

If you’ve ever felt the urge to return a kind gesture to 
a physician who cared for you in a clinic or hospital and 
are looking for a way to express your gratitude, there is 
a way you can.

The West Virginia School of Osteopathic Medicine 
(WVSOM) Foundation is hosting its first-ever Day 
of Giving on Mar. 12. The event gives individuals an 
opportunity to show their support of WVSOM students 
and graduates by making a financial contribution to the 
school.

West Virginia residents are more likely to be treated 
by a physician who graduated from WVSOM than 
the other two medical schools in the state. According 
to information published in the West Virginia Higher 
Education Policy Commission’s Division of Health 
Sciences’ 2024 West Virginia Health Sciences and Rural 
Health Report, WVSOM produces the highest number 
of physicians who practice in the Mountain State in all 
specialties, as well as the largest number who practice in 
rural areas of West Virginia.

A total of 159 WVSOM graduates from classes 
between 2014 and 2019 practice in West Virginia, 

compared with 155 from the second-highest school 
and 119 from the third-highest school. A total of 72 
physicians who graduated from WVSOM during those 
years practice in rural areas of the state, compared with 
43 from the other two schools combined.

The WVSOM Foundation is the charitable arm of 
WVSOM. For more than 50 years, it has advanced a 
culture of philanthropic giving to support WVSOM, its 
students, faculty, staff and alumni caring for medically 
underserved communities in West Virginia and beyond.

The 24-hour Day of Giving event is an opportunity for 
community members to show their support of WVSOM 
by choosing from more than 10 areas of interest to 
contribute, whether through unrestricted funds or by 
supporting student clubs or scholarships.

By participating in WVSOM’s Day of Giving, 
individuals will invest in the next generation of health 
care heroes and in the continued growth of health care 
in West Virginia’s communities, according to Shelden 
Mullens, the foundation’s development officer.

“On Mar. 12, alumni, friends and family of WVSOM 
will come together to support our students and the vital 

work they do through clubs, organizations and areas of 
greatest need,” he said. “Your contributions, no matter 
the size, will go directly to the area you choose, making 
an immediate and meaningful impact. Every gift counts, 
and your support will not go unnoticed.”

Donations can be made online at dogive.
wvsomfoundation.org/dayofgiving, by calling Mullens 
at 304-647-6358 or by sending a payment to WVSOM 
Foundation, 400 Lee Street North, Lewisburg, WV 
24901.

Morgan Christian, a Class of 2028 student from West 
Virginia, has benefited from scholarship funds. She said 
scholarships help students attain their goal of becoming 
physicians. Since Christian is the first in her family to 
attend medical school, financial assistance is especially 
important.

“This award allows me to give more back to my 
community and to my home state of West Virginia and 
focus less on the financial burden of medical school,” 
she said. “Giving back helps keep medical students in 
the state so we can continue to help our population. Any 
amount of money helps.”

WV Humanities Council  
announces grant awards

The West Virginia Humanities Council, the state 
affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities, 
serves West Virginia through grants and direct programs 
in the humanities. The Humanities Council budgets over 
$800,000 for grants and programs each year. Various 
grants are offered to nonprofit organizations that support 
educational programming.

Minigrants, designed for projects requesting $2,000 
or less, are awarded four times per year. The next 
Humanities Council minigrant deadline is Apr. 1. The 
West Virginia Humanities Council recently awarded 
seven new minigrants:

• Bethany College (Brooke County), Sencha-style 
Japanese Tea Ceremony Presentation and Workshop

• Capon Bridge Ruritan Club (Hampshire County), 
“Focus on History,” Capon Bridge Founders Day 
Festival, living history presentations

• Carnegie Hall (Greenbrier County), Appalachian 
Culture and Cuisine: Salt Rising Bread, presentation

• Historic Beverly Preservation (Randolph 
County), Underrepresented Voices Building Beverly, 
presentations

• Rich Mountain Battlefield Foundation (Randolph 
County), Fighting Disease and Patching Wounds: 
Medical Service During the Civil War, symposium

• Summers County Historic Landmark Commission, 
Chasing Mary Ingles, research and planning project

• West Virginia University Research Corporation 
(Monongalia County), The 38th Annual Callahan 
Lecture: The Holocaust in the East: New Archives, New 
Approaches

For more information about West Virginia Humanities 
Council grants, contact Grants Administrator Erin Riebe 
at (304) 346-8500 or via email at riebe@wvhumanities.
org. Grant guidelines and applications are available on 
the Humanities Council website, www.wvhumanities.
org.

R&R SHOWS

GUN SHOW
SUMMERSVILLE, WV

 

SUMMERSVILLE CONVENTION CENTER

MAR 15th & 16th, 2025
SATURDAY 9 AM - 5 PM

SUNDAY 9 AM - 3 PM
ADMISSION $7 PERSON*

*Automatically Enters Person In 
Gun Drawing or cash giveaway

12 AND UNDER FREE WITH PAYING ADULT
2-DAY PASS $10

AVAILABLE IF PAID ON SATURDAY
INFORMATION OR RESERVATIONS:

WWW.RANDRGUNSHOWS.COM
304-575-6895 • 304-575-6865 • 304-575-6864 

WVGUNSHOWS@GMAIL.COM
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GV Community Foundation Scholarship  
Program application deadline is March 15

The goal of the 
Greenbrier Valley 
Community Foundation 
Scholarship Program is to 
ensure all public, private, 
and homeschooled 
students in Greenbrier, 

Monroe, and Pocahontas 
counties have to 
opportunity to apply 
for as many scholarship 
opportunities as are 
available to them in our 
region. In order to do this 

efficiently, the Greenbrier 
Valley Community 
Foundation (GVCF) 
manages an online 
scholarship application 
program available to 
any student in the three-

county region. There are 
also a couple of awards 
available to students 
attending Summers 
County, Meadow Bridge, 
and Midland Trail high 
Schools.

This master application 
hosts over 130 total 
scholarships in the region. 
In order to qualify for 
these awards, students 
must submit an application 
at gvfoundation.org/
scholarships.

 GVCF allows any 
scholarship in the 
Greenbrier Valley 
(Greenbrier, Monroe, and 
Pocahontas counties) to 
be added to the system, 
regardless of whether or 
not GVCF manages the 
funds for that scholarship. 
This is a service that 
most other community 

foundations do not 
provide, as most only give 
access to scholarships for 
which they manage the 
funding.

For the benefit of our 
students, and the region as 
a whole, GVCF is proud 
to open the application to 
any scholarship that wants 
to utilize the system. The 
2025 scholarship timeline 
is as follows:

• Mar. 15 - Applications 
are due by midnight, 
including letters of 
recommendation and 
necessary attachments

• Apr. 1 - Scholarship 
Committees begin review 
process and determine 
awards

• May 1 - Guidance 
counselors and seniors are 
notified of awards

• May 15 - Scholarship 

acceptance process opens 
for students

• June 30 - Award 
acceptances by students 
due

• July 15 - Scholarship 
checks processed and sent 
to schools

If students have any 
questions, they should 
contact their guidance 
counselors or email the 
Scholarship Administrator 
by clicking Help then 
Contact Us then Request 
Assistance from your 
application.

Legal 1 col x 1”
0301 0308

Greenbrier County has released a 
Request for Proposal for ERATE 
Category 1 Services (WAN). De-
tails are available at www.green-
briercountyschools.org or by con-
tacting Vicky Cline at vcline@
k12.wv.us or (304) 647-6484.

LEGAL

Legal 3 col x 9”
0308 0315 0322 0329

ADVERTISEMENT
Notice is hereby given that BLACK WATER, INC., PO BOX 207, LEWISBURG, WV 24901 has sub-

mitted an application to the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), Division of Mining and Rec-
lamation (DMR) located at 1159 Nick Rahall Greenway, Fayetteville, WV 25840 for an Article 3 permit for 
the surface disturbance of approximately 34.09 acres in order to Surface and Auger Mine, mine within 100 
feet of a public road right of way in the Sewell seam of coal. The proposed operation is discharging into 
McMillion Creek of Laurel Creek of Cherry River of Gauley River of Kanawha River and is located 4.6 
miles southwest of Leivasy in Williamsburg District of Greenbrier County, Longitude 80 36 03 and Latitude 
38 08 59 (Coordinates from USGS Topographic Map).

Surface of the area associated herewith and the mineral associated herewith is owned by:
 Surface or Mineral   Name and Address
Surface and Mineral Thomas A. Vance, P.O. Box 1059, Rupert, WV 25984
Surface Des Nedhe Resources, LLC, 1209 Orange Street, Wilmington, DE 19801
Surface and Mineral Bruce and Robin Vance, 374 Tote Road, Richwood, WV 26261
Surface Jeffrey W Matthew E and Bruce L Vance, 390 Tote Road, Richwood, WV 26261
Surface of the area associated within 100 feet of the permit area herewith and the mineral associated 

herewith is owned by:
 Surface or Mineral   Name and Address
Surface Weyerhaeuser Company, 220 Occidental Ave S, Seattle, WA 998104
Mineral Des Nedhe Resources, LLC, 1209 Orange Street, Wilmington, DE 19801
Surface Drema Jean Gwinn, 1498 Fenwick Road, Richwood, WV 26261
Surface Jeffrey W Matthew E and Bruce L Vance, 390 Tote Road, Richwood, WV 26261
Surface and Mineral Bruce and Robin Vance, 374 Tote Road, Richwood, WV 26261
Surface and Mineral Thomas A. Vance, P.O. Box 1059, Rupert, WV 25984
Written comments and/or requests for an informal conference of the permit renewal application shall 

identify the applicant and application number and will be received by the Permit Supervisor at the DEP ad-
dress above until 4/28/25, or thirty (30) days from the date of final publication. A copy of the application 
will be available for review until 4/28/25, or thirty (30) days from the date of final publication in the DEP 
Regional Office located at the address above and is available at:

http://apps.dep.wv.gov/WebApp/_dep/Search/ePermitting/ePermittingApplicationSearchPage.cfm
The above link can be accessed from a computer at all West Virginia public libraries.

DEP Telephone Number: 304-574-4465  Permit Number: S300124

LEGAL

SCHOOL
2025-2026 Preschool and Kindergarten  

registration events announced
Greenbrier County Schools (GCS) will host preschool and kindergarten registration 

on two dates and locations for children who will be four years old before July 1, 
2025, for preschool and five years old before July 1, 2025, for kindergarten. Students 
currently enrolled in a GCS Pre-K program will be automatically enrolled in 
kindergarten in their home school district; therefore, parents of GCS Pre-K students 
will not need to attend a registration session.

Preschool and Kindergarten registration will take place at the following locations:
• Mar. 18 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Greenbrier County Board of Education Office, 

Kyle & Ann Fort Center, 653 Church St., Lewisburg
• Mar. 19 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Western Greenbrier Middle School, 315 

Timberwolf Drive, Crawley
What to bring
(children do not need to be present to register):
- Preschool parents should complete the online application at www.
greenbriercountyschools.org
- Official State issued birth certificate (not a copy);
immunization record;
- copy of the most current physical exam
- copy of the most recent dental exam
- two proofs of residency;
- Social Security card of the child;
- relevant custody order, if applicable;
- Preschool parents should also bring proof of income and
- Preschool parents should also bring a copy of their child’s insurance card

Questions regarding Pre-K enrollment can be directed to Jessica Pyne (White 
Sulphur Springs, Lewisburg, Ronceverte, Frankford, and GEHS locations) or Sheri 

Adwell (Alderson, Rupert, Smoot, Rainelle, and Crichton locations) at 304-647-7105. 
Parents may contact Nancy Hanna, Associate Superintendent, at 304-647-6470 with 
questions regarding Kindergarten registration.

Millie, a student in Ms. Cassie’s preschool class at Smoot Elementary, 
demonstrates the foundations of art and the early learning process 
while painting a picture of a heart. Greenbrier County Schools’ early 
learning program’s framework guides teachers to encourage children 
to be creative and expressive, focusing on the process, not the product.

ENTERTAINMENT

WVSO Spring Concert 
coming up at Carnegie Hall

Carnegie Hall presents Casual 
Classics by the West Virginia Symphony 
Orchestra (WVSO) celebrating its 2025 
Spring Concert Tour on Saturday, Mar. 
29, at 7 p.m. The performance will be led 
by WVSO Music Director Maurice Cohn 
and feature Franz Haydn Symphony No. 
44 in e minor, Toru Takemitsu Three 
Film Scores, and Beethoven Symphony 
No. 1 in C Major.

Guests are invited to come early to 
Club Carnegie from 6 to 6:45 p.m. in 
the Board Room located adjacent to the 
Hamilton Auditorium. A cash bar and 
snacks are available.

Born and raised in Galesburg, Illinois, 
Maurice Cohn became Music Director 
of the West Virginia Symphony in the 
2023-2024 season. Musical highlights 
of his first year in Charleston include 
the Symphony’s November 2023 
collaboration with Mountain Stage, 
conducting the West Virginia Symphony 
premieres of music by Clara Schumann 
and Jessica Hunt, and expanding the 
orchestra through the hiring of sixteen 
new musicians.

Prior to moving to Charleston, Maurice 
served as Assistant Conductor of the 
Dallas Symphony Orchestra for three 
seasons. He made his subscription debut 
in 2023, stepping in for Music Director 
Fabio Luisi, and conducted the orchestra 
in numerous concerts at Meyerson 
Symphony Center in Dallas, at venues 
throughout North Texas, and as part of the 
DSO’s Bravo! Vail summer residency in 
Colorado. Concurrently with his time in 
Dallas, Maurice was appointed Assistant 
Conductor of the Aspen Music Festival 
for the 2022 and 2023 seasons.

When not in Charleston, Maurice 
conducts performances throughout the 
United States and abroad. Recent and 
upcoming guest conducting engagements 
include the Cincinnati Symphony, 

Utah Symphony, Bohuslav Martinů 
Philharmonic, ensemble NEWSRQ, 
Omaha Symphony, Amarillo Symphony, 
and the Oberlin Conservatory Orchestra. 
He also serves as Artistic Partner and 
Conductor of Camerata Notturna, a 
chamber orchestra based in New York 
City.

Maurice spent two summers as a 
conducting fellow at the Aspen Music 
Festival, where he received the Robert 
J. Harth Conducting Prize and the 
Aspen Conducting Prize. He received an 
M.M. in conducting from the Eastman 
School of Music and is a three-time 
recipient of the Solti Foundation U.S. 
Career Assistance Award. He holds a 
B.M. in cello performance from Oberlin 
Conservatory and a B.A. from Oberlin 
College, where he studied history and 
mathematics. 

The West Virginia Symphony 
Orchestra is West Virginia’s premier 
performing arts organization, presenting 
classical and pops concerts annually 
throughout the Mountain State. Currently 
in its 86th season, WVSO is a proud 
member of the community and enriches 
the region by providing affordable, high-
quality concerts, collaborations with 
West Virginia arts organizations and 
a nationally award-winning education 
program.

Tickets are $25 for adults and $10 for 
students. Thanks to the Carnegie Cardinal 
Fund, Greenbrier County Students attend 
for free, but still must reserve a seat. 
Tickets may be purchased by visiting 
www.carnegiehallwv.org, calling 304-
645-7917, or stopping by the box office 
at 611 Church Street, Lewisburg. 

Carnegie Hall WV is a nonprofit 
organization supported by individual 
contributions, grants, and fundraising 
efforts such as TOOT and The Carnegie 
Hall Gala. 

West Virginia Symphony Orchestra



10 – Mountain Messenger – March 8, 2025 – The Weekend Paper For The Greenbrier Valley	 www.mountainmessenger.com

March 7, 14, 21, 28 April 4, 11
Community Hall 

Schoolhouse Hotel
Behind Emmanuel United Methodist Church 

Dry Creek Road, White Sulphur Springs

Tilapia, Scalloped Potatoes, Cole Slaw,
Hard Rolls, Desserts, Drinks

4:30P.M. - 7:00P.M.
Adults $18

Children 5 or Younger FREE
Extra Piece of Tilapia $7
EAT-IN OR TAKE OUT!

Sponsored by Greenbrier Valley Council Knights of Columbus for the benefit of the 
community, youth, church, service projects of the Greenbrier Valley Council 

Knights of Columbus in cooperation with The Schoolhouse Hotel.

Same Menu! Same Great Culinary Staff! 
Lots Of Great Volunteer Workers

Lenten Fried or Baked 

TILAPIA DINNERS!

ENTERTAINMENT
The State Birds to perform at PCOH March 15 

As part of the ongoing celebrations 
for the 25th season of performances at 
the Pocahontas County Opera House 
(PCOH), the stage will soon come alive 
with the enchanting sounds of traditional 
mountain music blended with a modern 
flair, brought to you by The State Birds. 
On Mar. 15, at 7 p.m., this renowned 
collective of West Virginia musicians 
promises an evening of “some of the 
best mountain music from the mountain 
state.”

Comprised of award-winning multi-
instrumentalists, The State Birds are 
dedicated to keeping traditional music 
alive while putting their own unique 
spin on age-old classics. The ensemble 
features Tessa McCoy’s driving and 
intricate fiddling paired with Cody 
Jordan’s versatile clawhammer and three-
finger banjo playing. They are supported 
by the unbeatable rhythm of Jesse 
Milnes on guitar and Chance McCoy on 
mandolin. The heartbeat of the band is 
Joanna Burt-Kinderman, a coveted bass 
player. Their time-bending vocals and 

harmonies from all members tie together 
a diverse range of instrumentation.

The State Birds boast an impressive 
list of accolades, including multiple first-
place state fiddle and banjo wins and a 
Grammy, courtesy of Chance McCoy’s 
tenure with Old Crow Medicine Show. 
Their performances honor the traditions 
handed down to them while boldly 

forging new paths in the genre.
Adding to the excitement, this 

performance coincides with the 2025 
Mountain State Maple Days weekend, 
offering not only winter outdoor 
adventures but also the sweet experience 
of sugar camp tours, special restaurant 
maple menus, and more.

With a 250-seat capacity, the historic 
Pocahontas County Opera House in 
Marlinton offers a cozy, family-friendly 
atmosphere that is also accessible to those 
with disabilities. Given the anticipated 
high demand for this event, advance 
bookings are recommended. Tickets 
are available for a $10 donation, while 
those age 17 and under can attend for 
free, ensuring accessibility for families 
and fostering youth engagement with the 
arts. Tickets can be obtained through the 
Opera House website, the 4th Avenue 
Gallery in Marlinton, or at the venue on 
the day of the performance.

The Opera House Performance Series 
is proudly supported by grants from 
the West Virginia Division of Culture 
and History and the West Virginia 
Commission on the Arts. Additional 
support comes from Pocahontas 
County Dramas, Fairs and Festivals 
and the Pocahontas County Convention 
and Visitors Bureau, reflecting the 
community’s dedication to preserving 
and promoting its cultural heritage.

The State Birds 

ArtWalk scheduled for this Saturday 
Carnegie Hall invites the community to the Carnegie 

Hall ArtWalk on Saturday, Mar. 8, from 5:30 to 7 p.m. 
ArtWalk events at Carnegie Hall are free and offer 
visitors the opportunity to explore a wide variety of 
original works by local and regional artists, all set in a 
world-class historical venue.

Visitors are encouraged to immerse themselves in 
the arts while enjoying live music by John Maddy, 
complimentary light refreshments, and a cash bar. Each 
exhibit rotation features creative collaborations and 
three separate galleries showcasing unique work in 
multiple mediums, ranging from contemporary portraits 
in oil to heirloom level craft arts.

The Lobby Gallery will feature Pocahontas County 
artist Peggy Owens. She’s known for heracrylic abstract 
painting, glass mosaics, fused glass, jewelry, and 
photography. She’s a member of the Pocahontas County 
Artists’ Co-Op and her work has been displayed at 
the Cultural Center on Charleston, WV, at the Capitol 
Complex, and at a Pittsburgh Art Exhibition. She has art 
galleries in West Virginia, Virginia, and Indiana.

The Old Stone Room will feature the 31st Annual 
Creative Youth Juried Art Exhibit. The Creative Youth 
Art Exhibit is an annual juried art show that features the 
talent and imagination of Greenbrier County students in 

grades 4-12.  Children from public, private, and home 
schools submit their work for this juried art exhibit. The 
exhibit opens Monday, Mar. 3 with an Awards Ceremony 
and reception for all participating students and families 
and will run through the end of the month.

The Museum Gallery will house an Ellen Fischer 
art exhibit. Fischer is a painter with a Master of Fine 
Arts from the School of the Art Institute, Chicago and 
a Bachelor of Fine Arts from Herron School of Art, 
Indianapolis. In addition to painting, she has worked 
as a curator of collections and exhibitions at two small 
museums, in Lafayette, IN, and in Vero Beach, FL. 

She has authored hundreds of articles about art and 
artists for the weekly newspaper Vero Beach 32963 
and the monthly Vero Beach Magazine. She continues 
to work as a fine art appraiser, both independently, and 
as an associate of Appraisal Associates International, 
whose past clients include several private and corporate 
collections.

The exhibits run through the end of February and are 
free and open to the public, Monday through Friday, 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more information, please visit 
carnegiehallwv.org, call 304-645-7917, or stop by the 
Hall at 611 Church Street, Lewisburg.

Works by Peggy Owens (left), Creative Youth Art Exhibit, and Ellen Fischer

Appalachian Heritage Series continues with Chris Haddox
Carnegie Hall’s Appalachian Heritage Series presents 

FolkMusic of the Southern West Virginia Coalfields 
with Chris Haddox on Friday, Mar. 14 at 7 p.m. Guests 
are invited to come early to Club Carnegie from 6 to 
6:45 p.m. A cash bar and snacks will be available. 

Coal and coal-related activities are often the first 
things that come to mind when thinking about the history 
of southern West Virginia. Coal played such a part in the 
history of the area that the counties of Logan, Mingo, 
Lincoln, Boone, Wyoming, McDowell, Wayne, Fayette, 
Mercer, Cabell, Nicholas, Summers, and Kanawha are 
often simply referred to as the southern WV coalfields - 
as if nothing else ever occurred there.

The focus of Haddox’ program is to shine a light on 
the individuals who contributed to the rich folk music 
traditions of those “coalfield” counties. While the songs 
and tunes themselves are wonderful and should be 
treasured, there is often a lack of information about the 
people who made the music - a gap this program aims 
to fill.   

   Everyone who knows Chris Haddox seems to know 
something different about him. That’s not surprising 
because this stellar musician is also a community leader 
who has directed Habitat for Humanity and worked 
to preserve old neighborhoods, a WVU professor of 
sustainable design, and an amateur musicologist who 
researches musicians from the southern coalfields of 
West Virginia. That’s a lot of breadth for someone the 
music community knows as a well-loved, easy-going 

consummate picker who never met a stringed instrument 
he couldn’t master - not to mention a gifted songwriter 
in the traditional country/Americana vein.

Says one of his close friends and fellow musicians, “I 
once looked around at a party where most of the guests 
didn’t know each other, but they all knew Chris. “You’re 
the nexus!” I said, to which he replied, after reflecting on 
his Logan County West Virginia roots, “Maybe I’m the 
Red Nexus!” That kind of self-deprecating wit extends 
to his voluminous repertoire of songs about (to quote 
him): “religion, firearms, courthouse squares, goats on 
trampolines, shoes, fiddles, and hurricanes” - whatever 
catches his eye. He continues, “Like most writers, I try 

to find new ways to address old topics. Some songs are 
funny, some sad, some sarcastic but they are all honest - 
even the ones that are full of lies.“

Born in 1960 into a musical family in Logan, WV, 
Chris started playing piano at age six and moved onto 
guitar when he was influenced by his Uncle Jim, a 
fantastic country blues singer and picker. In college he 
picked up the dobro and just kept going… fiddle, banjo, 
mandolin; he seems to have an innate facility with those 
strings.

Galvanized by the Delmore Brothers, Chris moved to 
Nashville in 1981 to dedicate himself to making it as a 
songwriter. Over the course of three healthy stints in the 
Music City he learned about the music business, made 
some great friends and contacts in the business, but he 
eventually decided that the time was just not right for 
him. His time illustrates a principle from the age-old 
question: Do you want to be a professional songwriter, 
or do you want to write songs. After leaving Nashville, 
Chris never stopped writing, and we’re all the better for 
it.

If you live in Appalachia, a land of savage 
contrasts, you develop a relationship to obscurity 
and miscommunication. Many outsiders willfully 
misunderstand us. In Appalachia, we have a history 
of fixed ideas: Music is something you do after work, 
for fun. Your real work is about your people and the 
communities you live in. Chris’s work and avocation 
come together in his passion and talent for lending voice 
to forgotten musicians brings them alive for all of us. 
To hear him sing and play over the graves of lost and 
forgotten musicians in remote and overgrown mountain 
cemeteries, reveals their humanity and rescues ours.

An exceptional musician with an open heart, Chris is 
a collection of all the right kinds of contrasts. In short, 
Chris Haddox represents everything that is good about 
Appalachia.

Tickets are $20 and may be purchased by calling 
Carnegie Hall Box Office at 304-645-7917, visiting 
www.carnegiehallwv.org, or stopping by at 611 Church 
Street, Lewisburg. Carnegie Hall Box Office is open 
Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. until 4 p.m.

Chris Haddox

One Night Only: A celebration of young 
musicians in the Greenbrier Valley  

Carnegie Hall, working in partnership with Greenbrier 
County music and theatre educators, presents the second 
annual One Night Only Showcase on Thursday, Mar. 13, 
at 7 p.m.  The concert is a performance opportunity for 
accomplished music students in grades 6-12 living or 
taking lessons in the Greenbrier Valley. The showcase 
takes place in Carnegie Hall’s Hamilton Auditorium 
Stage and is sponsored by David and Jennifer Webb.

The One Night Only Showcase will feature over 40 
students who were juried in by video entries for solo 
performers and ensembles. Carnegie Hall received over 
30 submissions, with the top 22 acts being selected. Video 
entries included everything from solo piano performers 
and vocalists to horn players, guitarists, and full rock 
bands.

Selected performers include Ellie Burns, Ella Butler, 
Georgia Craft, Theo Crowell, Ezra Dick, Payden Grizzel, 
Keean Hedrick, Alexus Hill, Lydia Jackson, Noah 
Lewis, Lucia Lipton, Asa Marks, Sal Marks, Christian 
Montgomery, Ava Tilden, Isaac Tincher, Emma Vincent, 
Nathaniel Vincent, Arabella Webb, The Honeydrops, and 
Second Block Rock (Two Groups).

One Night Only will also be assisted by student stage/
tech crew members, and a special guest emcee.

Special thanks to: Sally Bray, CAMC, Bill Clapham, 
Harmony Flora, Birch Graves, Gibbs Kinderman, Mary 
Leb, Michael Lipton, Dorothy Jo Oberfoell, Cathy 
Rennard, Cathy Sawyer, David Webb, Nancy Wood, and 
all Greenbrier County music instructors and classroom 
teachers that encouraged students to participate.

Ticket price for the event is $5/person. For tickets or 
more information visit www.carnegiehallwv.org, call 
304-645-7917, or stop by 611 Church Street, Lewisburg.

Carnegie Hall WV is a member-driven nonprofit 
organization supported by individual contributions, 
grants, and fundraising efforts such as TOOT and The 
Carnegie Hall Gala. 

One Night Only will be held on Thursday, Mar. 13 
at Carnegie Hall. 


