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Bridge redecking project
on Greenbrier River
Trall begms

West Virginia Healing Home serves as recovery
resource, commumty space, and resources hub

By Sarah Richardson

The West Virginia Healing
Home is a nonprofit organi-
zation that provides family-
centered recovery support
services for individuals af-
fected by substance use dis-
order, with a focus on preg-
nancy, childbirth, and early
parenting. Located in Fair-
lea on the hill beside Rode-
baugh Family Dentistry, WV
Healing Home itself also
acts as a home base for all
types of community groups,
including grief support, au-

tism support, childbirth and ' .
postpartum, and more. The WV Healing Home is a place where

The organization was 2 variety of community groups can hold
founded in 2019 by Shay meetings and gatherings in a safe, cozy,
and welcoming space.

Huffman to offer recovery
programs for families. It is [/
currently led by Director |
Ahisha Marshall, and is run |5
on a volunteer-based sys- &
tem. West Virginia Healing
Home supports a drug-free
baby and me program and
hosts a monthly baby pantry
that provides baby supplies g
to families thanks to dona-

tions from local churches -
See “WV Healing Home” The WV Healing Home is located in a Sears

Page 3 house in Fairlea at 1500 Maplewood Avenue.

MLK Jr. March held in Lewisburg

On Sunday, Jan. 25, the Greenbrier River Trail will
close from the Harper Road access point (MM 5.5) to
Anthony Road (MM 14.15) while the bridges in that
section of the Trail are re-decked. As work progresses,
different sections of the 78- mile Trail will be inacces-
sible to users.

We urge all Trail users to stay informed about specific
closure dates and affected sections by regularly visiting
the Greenbrier River Trail Foundation website: https://
www.greenbrierrivertrail.com. Up-to-date information
will be posted as the project advances.

See “Greenbrier River Trail” __

Director Asisha Mar-
shall stands outside
of the West Virginia
Healing Home in
Fairlea.
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Greenbrier County
Commission approves
infrastructure payments,
appoints Rose president

By Dakota Baker

During the first Greenbrier County Commission meet-
ing of 2026, Commissioner Lowell Rose was appointed
as president for the New Year. Regular meetings will be
held on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month,
with the following exceptions:

May: 11th and 26th

September: 8th and 29th

November: 10th and 30th

December: 8th and 29th

A motion to approve these meeting dates was made
by Commissioner Richie Holiday and then approved
unanimously.

The next order of business was financial matters, and
an arts and recreation transfer from savings to checking
was approved to cover outstanding invoices. This in-
cludes a payment to the Greenbrier Valley Aquatic Cen-
ter in the amount of $11,672.75 for 2025-2026 events
and accessibility expenses.

During the new business portion, the Commission

LEWISBURG CITY HALL |

authorized the payment of Draw Request #16 for the
PSD #2 waterline projects, as approved in Resolution
19. Region 4 Project Specialist Amanda Smarr joined
the meeting via Zoom to outline the distribution of pay-

Participants in the Martin Luther King Jr. Day Celebration
march past Lewisburg City Hall on Monday, Jan. 19, as
they make the voyage from the Greenbrier County Court-
house to the Lewisburg United Methodist Church.

ments. She explained that the first payment would go to
Chojnacki Construction, receiving a total of $97,563.52.
Of that amount, $51,855.19 will be funded through
the West Virginia Drinking Water Treatment Revolv-

See “Greenbrier Co. Commission”____ Page 3

This Week in the House of Delegates

The MLK Jr. Day Celebration was well-attended despite
frigid January temperatures. Pictured here is James
' Wilmer speaking to the crowd outside of the courthouse.

Visit us at —

www.mountain
messenger.com For the week ending January 16, 2026
Members of the West Virginia House of Delegates
Inside This Week | gaveled in for the second regular session of the 87th

Legislature Wednesday, Jan. 14, eager to put in motion
many of their proposals constructed in the months since
the first regular session adjourned.

Number of Sections: 1

GENERAL ) .

: For one committee, there was no time to waste.
Brleﬂ.y """"""""""""" 3 “Mister Speaker, your Committee on Education is
e oo © ready to go to work,” said Committee Vice Chairman
For the Record ............ 3 Delegate Joe Statler, R-Monongalia, during Wednesday
Obituaries .................. 4 announcements. “We will meet today at 2 p.m. in the

House Chamber for an analysis of the West Virginia
ENTERTAINMENT | School Aid Formula.”
Puzzles ......ccoovriennn. The House Finance Committee broke from its tradi-

tional early session spate of scheduled state agency bud-
get hearings for a hearing on House Bill 4007, Relating
to industrial access roads, at 9 a.m. Thursday morning.
“ “Industrial access roads are important to economic

Steppin’ Out

development, period,” said Delegate David McCormick,
lead sponsor of HB4007. “This program is part of the
West Virginia Business Ready Sites Program initially

WSt Mingiris Legiskauns | Py Bennett

(wv Leg/s/ature Photography by Perry Bennett)

4" 08805 " 93379 "6 See “House of Delegates”  Page 2
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The American Red Cross is facing a severe blood
shortage as requests from hospitals exceed the avail-
able supply of blood, leading to about a 35% draw-
down of blood products in the past month. Individuals
are urged to give now so patients don’t face delays in
lifesaving care. The shortage is especially serious for
types O, A negative and B negative blood.

High flu activity in nearly every state may be side-
lining donors, slowing efforts to rebuild the Red Cross
national blood supply. At the same time, hospitals
already feeling the strain of the worst flu season in
nearly 20 years are now also forced to triage critical
blood products. Without immediate action, patients
who count on transfusions - including trauma victims,
mothers in childbirth and people with sickle cell dis-
ease or cancer - face serious risk.

There’s no time to wait - book an appointment to
give blood now by using the Blood Donor App, visit-
ing RedCrossBlood.org or calling 1-800-RED CROSS
(1-800-733-2767).

Severe blood shortage: Red Cross
blood supply drops 35%

Donors urged to make an appointment to give blood amid growing flu,
winter weather impact

Upcoming local blood donation opportunities in-
clude on Monday, Jan. 26, at the Lewisburg United
Methodist Church (214 E. Washington Street, Lewis-
burg) from 12 noon to 6 p.m. and on Monday, Feb. 2,
at the WVSOM Alumni Center (400 Lee Street, Lew-
isburg) from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

As a thank-you to donors for helping tackle the
blood shortage, those who come to give through Jan.
25, 2026, will be automatically entered for a chance
to win a trip for two to Super Bowl LX in the San
Francisco Bay Area. The winner and guest will re-
ceive two tickets to Super Bowl LX, access to day-of,
in-stadium pregame activities, tickets to the official
Super Bowl Experience, round-trip airfare, three-night
hotel accommodations (Feb. 6-9, 2026), plus a $1,000
gift card for expenses. See RedCrossBlood.org/Super-
Bowl for details.

All who come to give Jan. 26-Feb. 28, 2026, will
receive a $20 e-gift card to a merchant of choice. See
RedCrossBlood.org/Heart for details.

Rupert man arrested following
ICAC investigation

On Tuesday, Jan. 13, a 55-year-old male identified as
Robert Dean Shaffer 11, a registered sex offender, was
arrested for possession of child pornography, in Rupert.
This arrest was made by members of the Greenbrier
County Sherift’s Department following an ICAC inves-
tigation in which Mr. Shaffer was discovered to have
solicited, acquired, distributed, and possessed large
quantities of child sexual abuse material over an extend-
ed period. Shaffer was arraigned before the Greenbrier
County Magistrate and remanded to Southern Regional
Jail pending a $100,000. cash only bond. Additional
charges are pending related to this investigation.

Members of the WVSP ICAC Task Force, Southern

Virginia ICAC Task Force, Pennsylvania State Police
BCI Computer Crime Unit, Greenbrier Valley Drug and
Violent Crime Task Force, Greenbrier County Sherift’s
Department, West Virginia State Police, Lewisburg Po-
lice Department, WV Parole Office, and the Greenbrier
County Probation Office all assisted with this investiga-
tion.

Sheriff Baker said I would like to commend the mem-
bers of the Sheriff’s Office and all those involved in this
investigation for a job well done. We will work dili-
gently to ensure the safety of our children, and tirelessly
hunt those who would do them harm.

Gov. Morrisey announces $2.1M to develop
business-ready sites across 23 counties

Governor Patrick Morrisey awarded $2.1 million in
grants to develop business-ready sites across 23 counties
in West Virginia. The grants are designed to aid funding
for engineering or architectural needs, including envi-
ronmental and geotechnical studies, so that businesses
looking to build in West Virginia have locations that are
ready to accept large-scale projects.

“Speed to build is critically important when compa-
nies are deciding on a location to do business, build fa-
cilities, and create jobs,” said Governor Morrisey. “This
funding is going to ensure West Virginia is competitive
and well-positioned to attract new industry and invest-
ment for years to come.”

Governor Morrisey noted that these awards are part of

a broader effort to strengthen West Virginia’s inventory
of business-ready sites. As competition for major proj-
ects continues to increase, the Administration remains
focused on reducing development timelines and ensur-
ing communities across the state are prepared to com-
pete for new investment.

The grants awarded by Governor Morrisey are part of
the Ready Sites Program and administered by the Divi-
sion of Economic Development.

Locally, grants were awarded to the following:

* Greenbrier Valley Economic Development Corpora-
tion (Maxwelton site) - $75,000

* Greenbrier Valley Economic Development Corpora-
tion (Fountain Springs site) - $75,000

Treasurer Pack announces nearly
$1.5M in unclaimed property funds
returned during December

State Treasurer Larry Pack announced recently his Of-
fice’s Unclaimed Property Division returned nearly $1.5
million worth of funds to individuals, businesses and or-
ganizations during the month of December.

“So far this Fiscal Year, my Office has returned more
than $12 million in unclaimed property money to our
West Virginia citizens, and we’re very proud of that as
we enter 2026,” Treasurer Pack said. “I encourage ev-
eryone to keep checking our unclaimed property data
base because you never know if there may be unclaimed
property funds in your name.”

The Unclaimed Property Division returned a total of
$1,492,579 paid out across 1,444 claims representing
4,445 individual properties during the month of Decem-
ber.

Since the start of Fiscal Year 2026, which began on
July 1, 2025, the Treasurer’s Office has returned more
than $12,714,106 to rightful owners.

The State Treasurer’s Office now has more than $534
million worth of listings in its database.

For more information about the unclaimed property
program or to find out if the Office is holding any money
for you or your family, visit www.WVUnclaimedProp-
erty.gov.

What is Unclaimed Property?

Unclaimed property can include financial accounts or
items of value in which the owner has not initiated any

House of Delegates

activity for one year or longer. Common examples in-
clude unpaid life insurance benefits, forgotten bank ac-
counts and unused rebate cards. (While the title includes
the word “property,” it does not however include real
estate.)

West Virginia’s unclaimed property laws protect the
public by ensuring money and property owed to them
is returned to them, rather than remaining permanently
with financial institutions, business associations, gov-
ernments and other entities. The Treasurer seeks to re-
unite the unclaimed property, including uncashed pay-
checks, stocks, or safe deposit box contents, with its
owner.

Nationwide, nearly 33 million people in the United
States - one in every 10 - are estimated to have un-
claimed property available for them to claim.

How Can I Find Unclaimed Property in My Name?

West Virginians searching for lost financial assets can
go to www.WVUnclaimedProperty.gov. In addition to
finding property, the website will also help you track a
claim.

A demonstration of how to use the Unclaimed Prop-
erty search site is available on the Treasury’s YouTube
page, at: https://youtu.be/K09yQ7YNKIE.

To search for lost financial assets outside West Vir-
ginia, visit www.MissingMoney.com.

Continued from Front Page

started in 1999, and a county or municipality could re-
quest up to $400,000 for industrial access road construc-
tion.

“What this bill does is doubles that to $800,000 to
make up for inflation and increased costs since that time,
and it can be used just for construction of the road by
the Department of Highways who administers this pro-
gram.”

House Bill 4008, also relating to the Business Ready
Sites Program, advanced through the House Energy and
Public Works Committee Thursday as well. The mea-
sure would expand the current grants to include 5-acres
sites for grants of as much as $75,000 in assistance, 20-
acre sites for as much as $100,000 and sites of more than
20 acres may be eligible for as much as $250,000.

“I think this is going to give the Division of Economic

Development more flexibility and more tools in their
chest to get sites ready and foster in more businesses
and create more jobs,” said Delegate Jordan Maynor, R-
Raleigh, the lead sponsor of the bill.

The newest member of the House, Delegate John Jor-
dan, R-Beckley, took the oath of office Jan. 13 just a few
hours after being appointed to fill the unexpired term
representing the 42nd District, which is a portion of Ra-
leigh County. Jordan, who serves as Lead Pastor of Cal-
vary Assembly of God, was joined by his wife Stephanie
for the swearing-in ceremony as House Clerk Jeff Pack
administered the oath.

The last day to introduce bills is Feb. 17, and 483 bills
have been introduced in the House. The 60-day, regular
legislative session ends at midnight March 14.

www.mountainmessenger.com

Greenbrier County
Sheriff’s Department
investigating
potential multi-state
‘romance scam’

The Greenbrier County Sheriff’s Department, in co-
ordination with the Greenbrier County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice, has announced the arrest of an out-of-state woman
with the name Ginger Taylor Pirada, Yonko Mitchell
following an investigation into an alleged theft and
fraudulent scheme.

On Jan. 11, Deputy T. Fullen and Corporal T. Hyatt
responded to a reported theft in Lewisburg. The investi-
gation revealed that the suspect allegedly met the victim
through an internet dating application while using an alias.

According to the criminal complaint, the suspect trav-
eled from out of state under the pretense of pursuing
a long-term romantic relationship. After gaining access
to the victim’s residence, she is alleged to have stolen
numerous items, including gold jewelry, watches, and
collectible coins, with an estimated total value of ap-
proximately $3,537.

Following her departure from the residence, the sus-
pect allegedly continued to solicit an additional $4,000
from the victim, claiming financial hardship related to a
family death.

During the investigation, deputies discovered large la-
tex gloves in her possession, which investigators believe
were used to prevent leaving fingerprints while search-
ing the residence. A subsequent search of her belongings
allegedly revealed property belonging to the victim.

Due to the suspect’s out-of-state residence and the
methods used to target the victim, investigators and the
Prosecutor’s Office believe this incident may be part of a
larger, multi-state scam. Authorities are concerned there
may be additional victims who were targeted under vari-
ous aliases, including but not limited to “Ruby” or “Seal
Masters.”

Request for Information:

The Greenbrier County Sheriff’s Office and the Green-
brier County Prosecutor’s Office ask anyone with infor-
mation related to this investigation, or anyone who be-
lieves they may have been targeted by a similar scheme,
to contact Deputy T.R. Fullen at the Greenbrier County
Sheriff’s Office at 304-647-6634.

PICK OF THE LITTER

River is a two-year-old female coonhound/
redbone mix and weighs 44 pounds

DUTCHESS
Dutchess is an 11-month-old female beagle
mix and weighs 37 pounds

These and other animals are available at the
Greenbrier Humane Society, located at 151 Holi-
day Lane off of Rt. 60 West in Lewisburg. They are
closed Sunday and Monday, and are open from
11 a.m. through 5 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday.

Their cat adoption fee is $65 and covers
spay/neuter surgery, first kitty vaccinations,
rabies vaccine, de-worming, toe nail trim and
flea treatment.

Their dog adoption fee is $85 and covers
spay/neuter surgery, first dog vaccinations,
rabies vaccine, de-worming, toe nail trim, flea
bath and flea treatment.

Call 304-645-4775 for more information.

They also offer donation-based spay/neuter
vouchers, and clinics are filled on a first-come,
first-served basis. They use a lot of vets in the
area but the clinics fill up fast! Fill out an appli-
cation to help prevent animal overpopulation!
Call 304-645-4775 for more information.

DON'T SHOP+ ADOPT!
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Briefly

Jack Goodman Memorial
Scholarship Shooting Match

The Jack Goodman Memorial Scholarship Shooting
Match will be held on Feb. 7. This match is held in
memory of Jack Goodman and all proceeds go to the
Jack Goodman Memorial Scholarship Fund that pro-
vides Scholarships to high school seniors from the
Williamsburg area to help defray the cost of further-
ing their education. The Shooting Match will begin
at 6 p.m. Come early! Come Hungry! Delicious hot
food and refreshments will be available starting at 5
p.m. Families welcomed; you don’t have to shoot to
come get a meal! There will be an expanded menu.
The Match will be eight rounds, 12-gauge guns only.
Full choke, .660 inch minimum. Screw in chokes must
be from a recognized supplier (patented) and extend
no more than 3 inches beyond original barrel. Barrel
length 34” maximum. First Seven rounds @ $2.50 per
shot, eighth round 50/50 @ $7.50 per shot. Shooters
must compete in the first 7 rounds in order to compete
in the 8th round. 50/50 splatter match is $1 per chance
between rounds - Cash prizes will be awarded. You
do not need to be a shooter to win! The match will
be held at the Community Building 6571 Shoestring
Trail, Williamsburg, WV. We hope to see you all there.
Sponsored by a joint effort of Williamsburg Commu-
nity Action. For more information and directions visit
our website: www.williamsburgwv.com or Bill Jarvis,
304-645-3690.

Greenbrier County Magistrate

Court Convictions
Chris Allen Burgess, Meadow Bridge, destruction of
property, jail 30 days - suspended and placed on 12
months unsupervised probation, NCP
Bobbi J. Beasley, White Sulphur Springs, 1) failure to
stop at stop sign, fine $25; 2) driving on suspended
license, fine $100, NCP
Joan Montgomery, Lewisburg, failure to stop at stop
sign, fine $25, NCP
Jeffery L. Roberts, Ronceverte, failure to stop at stop
sign, fine $25, NCP
Chadwick J. Blankenship, Rupert, domestic assault,
fine $50, jail 30 days - suspended and placed on 12
months unsupervised probation, NCP
Ashley Perkins, Centreville, VA, speeding, fine $12,
NCP
Anthony S. Garrison, Caldwell, driving while license
suspended or revoked, fine $100, NCP
Samantha Dawn Trout, Quinwood, failure to stop at
stop sign, fine $25, NCP
Kaylee J. Triplett, Peterstown, driving too fast for road-
way conditions, fine $50, GP
Nickolas D. Bragg, Crawley, driving revoked, fine
$100, GP
Jeffrey N. Austin, Lewisburg, failure to obey stop sign,
fine $10, NCP
Tony Ray Winals, Charmco, petit larceny, fine $25,
NCP
Priscilla W. Woodrum, Rainelle, 1) harassment, fine
$100, jail 10 days - suspended, 2) violation of a per-
sonal safety order - 1st offense, fine $100, GP
John Michael Upton, Ronceverte, 1) DUI - impaired
state, fine $100, jail 30 days; 2) DUI - impaired state,
fine $100, jail 30 days, NCP
Rhonda Lee Pritt, Hillsboro, 1) driving while license
suspended or revoked, fine $100; 2) failure to main-
tain motor vehicle insurance, fine $200, NCP
Jimmy M. Mejicanos Ramos, Plainfield, NJ, speeding
>10 mph on controlled access highway, fine $28, GP
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For the Record

Deeds

Itherl L. Bragg (by AlIF) and Jonathan Bragg to Kirstie R.
Keister: lot 41, Meadow Bluff District, Map 8 Parcel 7.
Richard Musser and Cornelia Musser to Hartland LLC:
17.921 acres, Fort Spring District, Map 6 Parcel 17.1.
WV Trustee Services LLC to Freedom Mortgage Cor-
poration: 0.374 acres, Ronceverte District, Map 6 Par-
cel 143.

Morgan A. White to Amanda C. Thomas: lot 6, Irish
Corner District, Map 25 Parcel 28.

Golden & Amos PLLC (trustee) to US Rural Housing
Service USDA: lot 64A Wildwood Acres, Lewisburg
District, Map 13 Parcel 108.

Larry E. Roth and Lisa G. Roth to Caitlin N. Roth:
0.489 acres, Williamsburg District, Map 46 Parcel 60.
James R. Holcomb and Catherine J. Holcomb to Billy
W. Bennett: 2.35 acres, Meadow BIuff District, Map 57
Parcel 17.

Billy W. Bennett to Brier D. Smtherman: 2.35 acres,
Meadow Bluff District, Map 57 Parcel 17.

Russell H. Amundson and Pamela K. Amundson to
Amundson Revocable Living Trust by Trustees: waiver
of repurchase option, lot 27A, White Sulphur District.
Russell H. Amundson and Pamela K. Amundson to
Amundson Revocable Living Trust by trustees: lot
27A, White Sulphur District, Map 26 Parcel 30.

Diana B. Boyce to Thomas Rastin Declaration of Trust
(by trustee Thomas Rastin): waiver of repurchase op-
tion, lot 7 Traveller’s Hill, White Sulphur District.
Diana B. Boyce to Thomas Rastin Declaration of Trust
(by trustee Thomas Rastin): lot 7 Traveller’s Hill, White
Sulphur District, Map 27 Parcel 71.

Denise G. Jones and Sidney Jones to Chris Chanlett
and Torula Chanlett-Avery: half of ot 9, Lewisburg Dis-
trict, Map 0019 Parcel 0019.

Betty D. Crookshanks Estate (by heirs and AIF) to
Donna Legg: corrective deed, 0.652 acres, 0.529
acres, 1.90 acres, and R/W, Meadow Bluff District,
Map 56L, 56K, 0014 0000 6001, 0059, 0084.

Betty D. Crookshanks Estate (by heirs and AIF) to
Jack Eagle: corrective deed, 2.88 acres and R/W,
Meadow BIuff District, Map 56K, 56L Parcel 0084,
0088, 001400000 6001.

Betty D. Crookshanks Estate (by heirs and AIF) to
Robert S. Thomas and Robin L. Thomas: corrective
deed, 1.38 acres and 11.59 acres, Meadow Bluff Dis-
trict, Map 56L Parcel 0016, 0014 0000 6002.

Harris Land and Timber Company LLC to Logan Syn-
er: 17.0 acres, Meadow BIuff District, Map 68 Parcel
0029.

Kenneth J. Podsiadlik and Leslie Podsiadlik to Mal-
lory Podisadlik and Madelyn G. Podisadlik: revocable
transfer on death deed, 12.62 acres, Williamsburg
District, Map 34 Parcel 42.

Marriages
Emily Anne Wells and Douglas Scott Tice

WV Healing Home

Continued from Front Page

and other generous individuals. The organization also
works with community partners to offer childbirth edu-
cation classes and postpartum support groups, which
are open to anyone in the community. These classes
and groups are held in collaboration with the Perinatal
Partnership, led by Annie Barb.

Marshall also facilitates Acudetox group sessions.
Acudetox, also known as NADA Acudetox, is an acu-
puncture detoxification protocol that involves placing
up to five sterile, disposable needles into specific points
in each ear. Sessions are conducted in a group setting,
with participants seated for 30 to 45 minutes. Accord-
ing to the organization’s five-point Acudetox protocol
pamphlet, reported benefits include stress and trauma
relief, improved sleep, reduced agitation, decreased
cravings for alcohol, drugs, nicotine, and sugar, and in-
creased calmness.

West Virginia Healing Home, Inc. describes itself
as a family-centered recovery community organiza-
tion. Its mission is to provide respectful services, in-
formation, resources, and assistance to individuals and
families, particularly during the childbearing years. The
organization focuses on addressing the needs of fami-
lies impacted by substance use disorder and envisions
communities where families have access to supportive
environments as they move forward.

Services offered by West Virginia Healing Home
include Acudetox group sessions, restorative prac-
tices, childbirth education classes, postpartum support
groups, and monthly educational baby pantries. Addi-
tional services include resource information and refer-
ral, agricultural programs, initiatives addressing food
insecurity, and support from an RN recovery coach.

Group and individual sessions cover topics such as
pregnancy and childbirth, parenting, infant care, infant
feeding practices, mindfulness, healthy eating on a bud-
get, and parent-child agricultural activities.

West Virginia Healing Home is located at 1500 Ma-
plewood Avenue in Ronceverte. More information is
available by emailing WVHealingHome@gmail.com,
calling 304-520-0180, or visiting wvhealinghome.org.
Any groups wishing to use the space for classes and
meetings should call and leave a voicemail. Follow
“West Virginia Healing Home, Inc.” on Facebook for
up to date information on ongoing classes and events.

Public Meetings

Rainelle Town Council
meetings are held every second and fourth Mon-
day of each month at 7 p.m. at Rainelle City Hall.
The public is invited to attend.

Greenbrier County Farmland

Protection Board

meets on the 4th Thursday of each month at 10:30
a.m. at the Greenbrier County Courthouse, 912 Court
Street North, Lewisburg, WV 24901 in the County
Commission Meeting Room. The public is invited to
attend. Call 304-520-3221 for more information.

Lewisburg Board of Zoning Appeals
will meet Thursday, Jan. 29 at 5 p.m. in Paul R. Cooley
Council Chambers, 942 Washington Street West, for an
organizational meeting. On the agenda:

» Approval of September meeting Minutes

« Election of Chair and Vice Chair

« Comments from the Public

» Comments from the Commissioners

» Comments from the Planning and Zoning Officer

The next scheduled meeting of the Lewisburg Board of
Appeals will be held Thursday, Feb. 26 at 5 p.m. with a
deadline of Thursday, Jan. 15.

WVSOM Board of Governors

will meet Jan. 29 at Embassy Suites in Charleston, WYV,
and by teleconference.

* The Academic Committee will meet at 8:30 a.m. in
Conference Room 224. The Finance and Audit Commit-
tee will meet at 9 a.m. in Salons A, B and C. The Institu-
tional Policy Committee will meet at 9 a.m. in Conference
Room 225.

» The Board of Governors’ regular meeting will begin at
10 a.m. in Salons A, B and C.

* The numbers and access codes to attend by phone
can be found at www.wvsom.edu/about/bog-meetings.

» Agendas for all meetings are posted on the WVSOM
website prior to the meetings and are available in the
president’s office.

» West Virginia School of Osteopathic Medicine board
meetings are open to all who are interested, including the
general public.

Greenbrier River Trail continued from Front Page

We ask for your patience and understanding as we
complete this important infrastructure improvement.
The redecking project will enhance the safety and lon-
gevity of the Trail for all users.

Our sincere thanks go to the West Virginia Division of
Highways for their assistance with this Federal Trans-
portation Alternatives contract. We also gratefully ac-
knowledge the generous financial support from those
who have helped us meet the 20% match funding re-
quirement: James F.B. Peyton Foundation, Seneca Trail
Charitable Foundation, Hollowell Dawkins Foundation,
State Parks Foundation and hundreds of Trail users.

Thank you for your cooperation and continued sup-
port of the Greenbrier River Trail.

Greenbrier Legacy Cottage Development Company I
Inc. to Carter Bank & Trust: waiver and release of right
of first refusal and repurchase option, Unit D, Dog-
wood Cottages.

Greenbrier Legacy Cottage Development Company Il
Inc. to Saratoga West LLC: Unit E Dogwood, White
Sulphur District, Map 26 Parcel 236.

Saratoga South LLC to Greenbrier Legacy Cottage
Development Company Il Inc.: unit D, White Sulphur
District, Map 26 Parcel 235.

Greenbrier Legacy Cottage Development Company |l
Inc. to Dogwood Cottages at South Carolina Row: first
amendment to declaration of planned community of
Dogwood Cottages at South Carolina Row.

Karen M. Bragg Estate (by administrator and heir) and
Harold Lipker (by AIF) to Lewis J. Winnings and Debo-
rah R. Winnings: 17,000 square feet or 0.68 acres,
Meadow Bluff District, Map 56P Parcel 42.

Kellie A. Maroney Beeson, Patrick K. Maroney, Mi-
chael W. Maroney, Kathryn L. Maroney Morris, Eileen
M. Maroney, Thomas A. Maroney, and Anne E. Ma-
roney McMillion to Bridget K. Hylton and Daniel W.
Hylton: 62 acres, Falling Spring District, Map 53 Par-
cel 27.

Brenda F. Harris to Hazel D. Fleshman: 0.11 acres,
Meadow Bluff District, Map 3 Parcel 64.

Terence J. Casey to Harless Realty LLC: 4.246 acres,
Frankford District, Map 23 Parcel 11.

Greenbrier Co. Commission

Continued from Front Page

ing Fund loan, while $24,734.01 will come from the
DWTREF principal forgiveness program. Smarr also
noted that the next invoice from Chojnacki will be fully
covered by principal forgiveness funds in the amount
of $115,869.42. Additionally, RDR Ultility Services
Group will submit an invoice for Contract #4, totaling
$175,938.24, which will be paid entirely from the Eco-
nomic Enhancement Grant Fund (EEGF).

Continuing with financial approvals, another invoice
discussed during the meeting was from Tribute Con-
tracting & Consultants for Contract #5. That payment,
totaling $299,202.85, will also be funded through EEGF.
Smarr added that The Thrasher Group will receive
$64,599.50, which will be paid from commission funds.
Altogether, Draw Request # 16 totals $753,173.56, with
$64,599.50 coming directly from the commission.

The Commission then considered Payment Reso-
lutions #3 and 5 related to the Ridges Project and the
Maple Dale Water Storage Tank Project. E.L. Robinson
Engineering will be paid $7,500 for each project, total-
ing $15,000. The payments will be made using avail-
able Tax Increment Financing (TIF) funds. Both of these
resolutions were approved.

Commissioners also approved an unpaid legislative
leave of absence for State Sen. Vince Deeds from the
Greenbrier County Prosecutor’s Office.

Following that action, the commission voted to re-
ject the sole bid submitted for the FEMA-funded Fort
Springs elevation project, citing that the bid exceeded
the amount approved by FEMA. As a result, commis-
sioners also withdrew their earlier commitment to front
county funds for the project ahead of FEMA reimburse-
ment.

Moving forward, the Greenbrier County Commission
stated it will no longer participate in FEMA projects that
require county funds to be advanced prior to reimburse-
ment.

The next regular meeting of the Greenbrier County
Commission is set for Tuesday, Jan. 27, at 10 a.m.
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OBITUARIES

Stephanie “Steph” Lynn
Brown

Stephanie “Steph” Lynn
Brown, 52, of Roncev-
erte gained her wings and
went to be with the Lord
Jan. 14, 2026.

Stephanie was born on
Aug. 25,1973 in York, PA.

Stephanie is survived by
her mother, Gale Seager of
Felton, PA, her father, Har-
ry Scott and Dee of Stew-
artstown, PA; sons, Tyler
McKinsey, Koi McKinsey,
Jeffrey McCarty, Tanner
McCarty; daughter, Whit-
ney Rogers; sister, Chris-
tine Wire and brother Ryan
Seager; fiancé Jeff Mc-
Carty and daughter-in-law
Briana McKinsey; moth-
er-in-law, Ollie McCarty;
numerous nieces and
nephews which she loved
dearly, Izzy Wire, Hailey
Scott, Zack Hoffacker,
Shane Blymire and many
more; nine grandchildren
which she absolutely loved
so much they always gave
her a glow when they were
near her.

Stephanie was a true
outdoorsman who loved
hunting, fishing, kayak-
ing, and hiking and so on.
Anything that had to do
with the outdoors or fam-
ily was her life!

Stephanie did not want
a service but there will be
a celebration of life for
family and friends at a lat-
er date for her at the river
lot she loved so much in
Pennsylvania.

Stephanie also did not
have any life insurance
coverage to help with
any of the costs, so if you
would like to contribute to
help the family with costs,
please do so at Wallace &
Wallace Funeral Home,
884 Jefferson St. N., Lew-
isburg, WV 24901.

Please send online con-
dolences by visiting www.
WallaceandWallaceFH.
com

Eula Belle Malcolm
White

Eula Belle Malcolm
White, 93, of White Sul-
phur Springs passed away
on Jan. 14, 2026 at Peyton
Hospice House in Lewis-
burg.

She was born June
19, 1932 in Neola, WV,
the daughter of the late
Charles William and Avis
Irene Boswell Malcolm.

Eula Belle was of the
Presbyterian Faith. She had
worked with the Greenbri-
er County School Board as
an aid, PT instructor and
a cook. Eula Belle then
worked as a Registered
CNA at the former Green-
brier Valley Hospital. She
then did private setting in
various family homes as
well as baby-sitting and
helped raise some of her
grandchildren.

Other than her parents
she was preceded in death
by her husband Charles
Houston  White;  son,
Charles Houston White
II; grandson Charles H.

“Trey” White III and son-
in-law Ronnie Hepler.

Mrs. White is survived
by her daughters; Kyletha
Hepler (Rodger Tucker)
of White Sulphur Springs
and Kimberly Campbell
(Gerald) of White Sulphur
Springs;  daughter-in-law
Debbie White of White
Sulphur  Springs; grand-
children, Adam O’Brien,
Wesley O’Brien, Robin
White, John Campbell,
Zondra Campbell, Beth
Gould (Dan), Teresa Barrett
(Vinnie) and special great-
grandson Zevin Campbell;
12 great-grandchildren and
4-great-great-grandchil-
dren; sister and brother-in-
law Mary and Bill Baum of
White Sulphur Springs and
their children, Rebecca
(Chad) Ryder and Mat-
thew (Heather) Baum.

Funeral services for
Eula Belle White are
scheduled for Sunday,
Jan. 18, at 2 p.m. at the Al-
von Living Word Church,
Neola, WV, with Pastors
Bobby McClintic and
Buck Caldwell officiating
with interment to follow
in the Alleghany Memo-
rial Park, Low Moor, VA.

The family will receive
family and friends on
Saturday, Jan. 17, from 6
until 8§ p.m. at Wallace &
Wallace Funeral Home in
White Sulphur Springs.

Pallbearers serving the
White Family are, Wesley
O’Brien, Dan Gould, Jo-
seph Gould, Chad Ryder,
Matthew Baum and Roger
Tucker.

In lieu of flowers the
family suggests that me-
morial contributions be
made to Peyton Hospice
House, 1265 Maplewood
Avenue, Lewisburg, WV
24901.

Wallace & Wallace Fu-
neral Home in White Sul-
phur Springs is in charge
of arrangements. Please
send online condolences
by visiting www.Wallace-
andWallaceFH.com

Charles Oden
Fink, Jr.

Charles Oden Fink, Jr.,
48, of Ronceverte, WYV,
passed away on Friday,
Jan. 16, 2026, at the Pey-
ton Hospice House. He
was born Aug. 10, 1977,
in Ronceverte, the son
of the late Charles Oden
Fink, Sr. and Sherry Ann
Sofil Fink.

Charles will be remem-
bered for his warmth, kind-
ness, and the impact he had
on those around him.

He is preceded in death
by his parents, Charles
Oden Fink, Sr. and Sherry

Ann Sofil Fink.
Survivors include his
brothers, Johnny Fink

and David Fink (Anna)
and sisters, Della Craw-
ford (Daniel Adkins) and
Nicole Fink, and several
nieces and nephews.

A memorial service
to honor Charles’s life
will be held at 12 Noon,
Thursday, Jan. 22, at Mor-
gan Funeral Home, Lew-
isburg, WV. Family and
friends may visit with the
family one hour prior to
the service at the funeral
home, Thursday.

The family extends their
gratitude to the staff at
Peyton Hospice House for
their compassionate care
and support.

Charles’s legacy of love

and kindness will be cher-
ished forever. May he rest
in peace.

Online guestbook can be
signed at www.morganth.
net. Arrangements en-
trusted to Morgan Funeral
Home, Lewisburg, WV.

Danny Ralph
Shafer

: S
Danny Ralph Shafer,
73, of Chestnut Flats, WV,
passed away at his home
that he built, on Jan. 15,
2026. He was born on Oct.
21, 1952 at the old home-
place in Smoot, WV, to
Kenna Rufus Shafer and
Ruth Faye Allen Shafer.

Danny was a construc-
tion worker earlier in life,
having worked on the
tunnel at Back Creek, VA
(East River Mountain Tun-
nel), The Capital Beltway
(I-495) encircling Wash-
ington, DC, the Maryland
Cup Factory in Baltimore
and the Surry County
Power Station in Virginia,
among others. After injur-
ing his back, Danny transi-
tioned into crafting and ar-
tisanship. He worked with
fabric, crocheting rugs and
baskets, knitted sweaters
and textiles with Appala-
chian by Design, and later
wove copper wire into jew-
elry, animals, trees, crosses
and other unique pieces.
He loved to vend at events
and often won ‘best arti-
san’ awards. Some markets
and events he would attend
ranged from Blacksburg,
VA, Monterey, VA, Hin-
ton, WV, Pence Springs,
WYV, Roanoke, VA, Elkins,
WYV, the State Fair of West
Virginia, and many others.

Danny loved to play
guitar and pick music. He
loved to wander the moun-
tains around Chestnut
Flats, Burns Run and Spice
Run, on over towards Wil-
liamsburg, scouting for
ginseng and golden root.
He had a sensitive and
kind heart and loved all
living creatures.

Danny was preceded in
death by his parents, and
two brothers, Steve Mi-
chael Shafer and Kenna
Rufus Shafer, Jr.

Those left to cherish his
memory are his devoted
wife, Yevette Marlane
Shafer, his loyal compan-
ion (Australian Shepherd)
Peanut Butter, his two
cats Bobby and Midnight;
his loving daughters So-
nya Michelle Shafer and
Danielle Renee Hawkins,
Danielle’s husband Sam
and their two daughters
Heather and Kira; his sis-
ter Carolyn Shawver and
her husband Bill and their
three children, and his
brother Scott Allen Shafer
and his wife Tiffany and

daughter Taylor.
Danny will be deeply
missed by those who

knew and loved him. May
he be rejoicing in being
reunited with those who
have been waiting for him
in Heaven.

The family would like
to thank the congregation
at Shuck Memorial Bap-
tist Church and Richie at
Morgan Funeral Home in
Lewisburg, WV, for your
kindness and support dur-
ing this devastating time
of loss.

In lieu of flowers and
to honor Danny’s love for
animals, the family wel-

comes donations to the
local animal shelter, or a
charity of your choice.

A visitation will be held
on Tuesday, Jan. 20, at
Shuck Memorial Baptist
Church in Lewisburg, WV,
starting at 1 p.m., with a
celebration of life start-
ing at 2 p.m., followed by
a light meal of foods that
Danny liked. A Mausole-
um side Memorial Service
will be held at a yet to be
determined later date, at
Wallace Memorial Cem-
etery, in Crawley, WV.

Online guestbook can be
signed at www.morganth.
net. Arrangements en-
trusted to Morgan Funeral
Home, Lewisburg, WV.

Gary Lee
Lambert

Gary Lee Lambert, 75,
of White Sulphur Springs
passed away on Jan. 19,
2026 at Peyton Hospice
House in Lewisburg, WV.

He was born Mar. 18,
1950, the son of the late
Earl F. and Rosa Violet
Fury Lambert.

Gary had worked at The
Greenbrier Hotel first as a
bus boy and then went to
the security department, he
then worked construction
until he could no longer
work. Gary was an avid
hunter and fisherman and
enjoyed playing the guitar.

He is preceded in death
other than his parents by
a granddaughter Kaylyn
Spence; brothers, Danny
Earl Lambert and Billy L.
Lambert.

Surviving Gary are
his daughters Kim Ruby
(Chris) of White Sulphur
Springs, Kristie Sizemore
of White Sulphur Springs
and Sarah Sparks (Andy)
of Caldwell; three grand-
daughters; four great-
grandchildren; sister Jan-
ice Fixk (Doug) of South
Carolina and several
nieces and nephews.

It was Gary’s wishes to
have a graveside service.
His graveside service will
be held Friday, Jan. 23,
at 2 PM in the Hillcrest
Cemetery with Pastor
Gene Sizemore officiating

Gracie Ellen
Rexrode

Gracie Ellen Rexrode,
84, of Lewisburg, former-
ly of Clintonville, passed
away Saturday, Jan. 17,
2026 at Peyton Hospice
House.

Born Sept. 29, 1941,
at Hico, WV, she was
a daughter of the late
Harry Warden Metheney
and Mildred Edith Perry
Metheney.

She was a member of
Shuck Memorial Bap-
tist Church in Lewisburg
and was a retired school
teacher.

In addition to her parents,
she is preceded in death by
a sister, Verna Maurer and
a brother, Richard Andrew
Metheney.

Survivors include her
husband of 60 years, Wil-
liam Lee Rexrode; chil-
dren, Rebecca Lee Aken

(Jeremiah) and Mark
Lee Rexrode (Amy); two
grandchildren,  Bethany
and Eden; sisters, Betty
Sorrell (Gary) and Linda
Leake (Joe); two brothers,
Harry W. Metheney, Jr.
(Kathy) and Harlan Leroy
Metheney (Joy); a sister-
in-law, Judy Metheney
and special niece, Debbie
Hanson.

Funeral services will
be at 11 a.m. Wednesday,
Jan. 21, at Shuck Memo-
rial Baptist Church, Lew-
isburg, with Rev. Ron
Miller and Rev. Jonathan
Turner officiating. En-
tombment will follow in
Wallace Memorial Mau-
soleum at Crawley, WV.

Visitation will be one
hour prior to the service at
the church on Wednesday.

The family requests in
lieu of flowers, donations
of sympathy be made to
the Shuck Memorial Bap-
tist Deacon Assistance
Fund, 133 Burdette Lane,
Lewisburg, WV 24901.

Wallace & Wallace Fu-
neral Home in Lewisburg
is in charge of arrange-
ments. Please send online
condolences by visiting
www. WallaceandWallace-
FH.com

Marie Annette (White)
Sanford

X

Marie Annette (White)
Sanford, 76, of Crawley,
went to her heavenly home
on Saturday, Jan. 17,2026,
at the Lindside Healthcare
Center. She was born on
Dec. 28, 1949, in Mount
Vernon, OH, to the late
Leonard and Edna (Keck-
ley) White.

Her love for her fam-
ily was second only to her
love of the Lord. She was
a lifetime member of the
Grace Bible Church in As-
bury. She was the woman
who made everyone laugh.
Marie was mom to many
children besides her own.
Her home was open to any-
one in need so someone
could finish school, have a
roof over their head, or a
warm home-cooked meal.
Her church family knew
her as the Kool-Aid and
cookie woman.

She met Bill through
writing letters to him
while he was in Vietnam.
While they parted com-
pany later, their three chil-
dren knew that they loved
and cared for each other
and provided the best
family for them. It was
obvious by the number of
other friends and family
who spent so much time at
their home.

Marie was raised on a
dairy farm in Johnstown,
OH, the youngest of four
children. She was de-
voted to her children and
family. She was at every
sporting event, school
event, and active in their
lives. Her home was the
place that all the kids
wanted to be because Ma-
rie was in the yard play-

ing with everyone.

She waited until her chil-
dren were in high school
before she went to work.
Marie worked for 28 years
as a paralegal for Preston
and Weese. She went on to
retire as a secretary from
the Greenbrier County
Board of Education.

Marie was preceded in
death by her parents.

Those left to cherish the
fond memories, and her
love are her daughters Pau-
la Sanford Dunford (Steve),
Jessica Sanford Robinson
(single and still looking);
her son Billy Sanford; sister
Charlotte Vernon; brothers
John White (Vicky), Phil-
lip White (Marcia); grand-
children Jordan Robinson
(Bridgett), Ty Sanford
(Cindy), Madison Ander-
son (Robert), MacKenzie
Hundley (Caleb), Cierra
Robinson, Lance Robinson
(Emma), Bethany Dunford,
great grandchildren Deli-
lah, Riven, Evie, Jensen,
Ridlee, Dominic; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews.

Services will be at 7
p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 24,
at Smathers Funeral Cha-
pel, Rainelle. The family
will receive friends and
family from 5 p.m. until
the time of the service.

The directors and staff of
Smathers Funeral Chapel
are honored to have been
entrusted to care for Marie
and her family during their
great time of need.

Online condolences may
be made at www.smathers-
funeralchapel.inc

Wanda Ann Rehm
Coulter

Wanda Ann Rehm Coul-
ter, 63, of Renick, WYV,
passed away on Monday,
Jan. 19, 2026, at JW Ruby
Hospital in Morgantown,
WV. She was born on Jan.
14, 1963, in Marlinton,
WYV, the beloved daugh-
ter of the late Melvin Ira
Rehm and Lilly Elizabeth
Barrett Rehm.

Wanda had a profound
love for gardening and
found great joy in planting
flowers and continually
redecorating her home.
Her greatest treasure in
life was her grandchil-
dren, whom she adored
with all her heart.

In addition to her par-
ents, Wanda was preceded
in death by her husband,
Gary Coulter, and her
brother, Bobby Barrett.

Left to cherish her
memory are her beloved
children, Roy Coulter and
daughter Stephanie El-
more (Travis); her broth-
ers, Larry “Sam” Bar-
rett (Becky) and Ronnie
Barrett (Dottie); her sis-
ters, Joyce Moore, Rose
Hamons (Joe), and Bev
Mitchell (David); and her
precious  grandchildren,
Gracie, Brayden, and Kai-
den Elmore, who were the
light of her life. Wanda is
also survived by several
nieces and nephews who
will miss her dearly.

A celebration of Wan-
da’s life will be held at a
later date when the weath-
er is warm, as she never
liked the cold. Family and
friends are encouraged to
sign the online guestbook
at www.morganfh.net.

Arrangements have been
entrusted to Morgan Fu-
neral Home, Lewisburg,
WV.

Continued on Page 5

MORGAN

FUNERAL HOME, INC.
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Club & Church

WYV Blue Ribbon Classic archery tournament
held on State Fairgrounds

The State Fair of West Virginia Blue Ribbon Classic
was held this past weekend, Jan. 16 and 17 in the West
Virginia Building on the grounds at the West Virginia
State Fairgrounds.

The Blue Ribbon Classic is a National Archery in
Schools NASP tournament that was a collaboration be-
tween Ronceverte Elementary School archery and Old
Greenbrier Baptist archery teams.

Twenty one different school teams throughout the
mountain state attended the event which consisted of
over 600 archers. Greenbrier County Schools had a
great showing at the tournament with first place in the
Bullseye and 3D elementary division going to Roncev-
erte Elementary School. Second place went to Alderson
Elementary, third place went to Frankford Elementary,
and fourth place went to Lewisburg Elementary.

=

In the middle school Bullseye division, first place
went to Peterstown Middle, second place went to East-
ern Greenbrier Middle, third place went to Independence
Middle, fourth went to Shady Spring Middle, and fifth
went to Mountain View Middle. James Monroe High
School took first place in the high school Bullseye divi-
sion with Independence, Shady Spring, Summers Coun-
ty, and Moorefield coming in second through fifth place.

In the 3D middle school division, Eastern Greenbrier
Middle School took first place. Herbert Hoover took
first place in the High School 3D division.

The State Fair of West Virginia Blue Ribbon Classic
was a success due to all of the local businesses and the
Greenbrier Sportsman’s Alliance who sponsored the
event, as well as all of the parent volunteers and vendors
that made this a unique event for our area.

nbrier Vall‘é}

Sportsman's
Alliance

o P

Ronceverte Elementary School archery team placed first in the bullseye and 3D elementary divisions.

OPINION

Church Bulletin

First Baptist Church of Rainelle

Food Pantry - 2026 Saturday

distribution schedule
Jan. 24, Feb. 28, Mar. 28, Apr. 25, May 23,
June 27, July 25, Aug. 22, Sept. 26, Oct. 24,
Nov. 21, & Dec. 19.

Food distribution is the fourth Saturday of each
month, with the exception of the holiday in Novem-
ber and December, which will be the third Saturday.
First Baptist Church of Rainelle is located at 345
Seventh Street, Rainelle, WV. For more information
call 304-438-6311 or email FoodPantry-FBCR@out-
look.com

Celebrating Recovery program at
Mt. Hermon UMC

Please join us for our Celebrating Recovery pro-
gram at Mt. Hermon United Methodist Church in
Renick. If you are dealing with any type of addic-
tion issues, we invite you to join us each Tuesday
afternoon at 5:30 p.m. Childcare is available and
a meal is served prior to each meeting. For more
information call 304-667-2532. We are located at
27404 Seneca Trail North, Renick, WV.

Worship Services and other events
at Lewisburg Baptist Church

Please join us for services and events at Lewis-
burg Baptist Church - a Bible believing and Gospel
preaching Church nestled in the heart of Greenbrier
County. Worship services are conducted on Sundays
at 11 am. and 6 p.m., and on Wednesdays at 6:30
p-m. Sunday School for children and for adults are
on Sundays at 10 a.m. On Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.
other events include Awana Clubs (age 3 to Grade
6) and Teen Challenge Ministry (Grade 7 - 12).
Church van pick up is also available on Sundays and
Wednesdays. Lewisburg Baptist Church is located at
246 Grand Avenue in Lewisburg, WV. Further infor-
mation is available at www.Ibcwv.com, on Facebook,
or please call 304- 645-3797.

God’s Way Home Inc.

Our mission is to help men in our area suffering from
drug and alcohol addiction by teaching them who Je-
sus Christ is and what he has done for them to set
them free in his name and through his blood. As well
as, how to become effective and productive men. We
are located at 477 Main Street, Rainelle, WV. For
more information, please contact Andrew Bailes at
304-646-6655 or email andrew(@godswayhome.org

Letter to the Editor

Democrats looking for candidates

Dear Editor:

If you have the social awareness to be
reading this newspaper, then you prob-
ably realize that now is the time that de-

local office as a Democrat, call me: Paul
Detch at 304-645-1993, or 304-645-2488
and I will try to answer your questions.
Don’t wait, time to file for office is run-

Secretary Warner says WV will
join national efforts to recruit
poll workers on Help America

Vote Day, January 27

WYV Secretary of State Kris Warner announced today that West Virginia will cel-
ebrate Help America Vote Day on Jan. 27. Help America Vote Day was established
by the U.S. Elections Assistance Commission to encourage people to get involved
in the electoral process by signing up to be a poll worker. The observance is also
designed to create an opportunity for the WV Secretary of State’s Office and our
county clerks to share information on how to register and cast a ballot.

“Poll workers play a critical role in ensuring free, fair, and accessible elections in
West Virginia,” said Secretary of State Kris Warner. “We have had tremendous suc-
cess in registering new voters across our state, and we look forward to celebrating
Help America Vote Day to recruit more poll workers to be the face of elections in
our state.”

To serve as a poll worker in West Virginia, residents must be registered to vote
in their county, be able to read and write the English language, attend training, and
be available to work all of Election Day. Each county commission determines how
much a poll worker earns.

For more information on how to become a poll worker, visit GoVoteWV.com and
click the “Become a Poll Worker” button.

cent citizens must step forward to save
our democracy.

If you are tired of the chaos, corrup-
tion, and cruelty of our national gov-
ernment, the incompetence of our state
government, or the mediocrity of our
local government, then stop complain-
ing and do something about it. Run for
public office, become involved in any
way you can. Democracy requires the
public have choices. Your community
needs you now.

Democrats are looking for candidates
with intelligence and integrity. We re-
spect people who think independently
and for themselves. All we ask is that
our candidates support the Constitution

ning out.
As a concerned citizen, you should be
aware of the upcoming dates:
Candidate filing period: Jan. 12-31
Voter registration deadline: April 21
Early voting: April 29 - May 9
Deadline for absentee ballot
application: May 6:
Primary and nonpartisan Election Day:
6:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. May 12
Voter registration deadline: Oct. 13
Early voting : October 21-31
Absentee ballot submission deadline:
October 28
General Election Day: November 3
Paul Detch ;{«\\;ﬁﬁf
Chairman Greenbrier County
Democratic Executive

and believe the government must be “of ;
Committee

the people, by the people and for the

people.”

If you are interested in running for

Ob ifual’ieS Continued from Page 4

David Kent
Loudermilk

David Kent Louder-
milk, 68, of Frankford,
WYV, passed away at his
home on Jan. 11, 2026.

He was born on Mar. 24,
1957, in Ronceverte, WV,
to Donald Kent Louder-
milk and Nancy Ellen Sim-
mons Loudermilk. David
worked as a painter and
carpenter. He was an avid
fan of Dale Earnhardt and
the WVU Mountaineers.

David was preceded
in death by his parents,

stepmother Rebecca Lou-
dermilk, sisters Jennifer
Conkey, Theresa Laval-
ley, Melissa Ann Burns,
and brother Donnie Lou-
dermilk.

He is survived by his
brother Shawn Louder-
milk, uncle Gene Sim-
mons (Linda), special
great nephew Noah Neal,
several nieces, nephews,
and many cousins.

David will be remem-
bered and missed by his
family and friends.

A visitation will be held
Saturday, Jan. 24, at the
Morgan Funeral Home
from 5 to 7 p.m. The fam-
ily would like to extend
their gratitude to Garland
Simmons, Kevin Simmons
and Stacy Jordan for their
help in his last days so he
could remain in his home.

Online guestbook can be
signed at www.morganth.
net. Arrangements en-
trusted to Morgan Funeral
Home, Lewisburg, WV.
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HANDYPERSON'S SPECIAL!

FOR SALE

Cemetery Plot. Greenbrier Memorial Gardens, Lew-

isburg, in the Garden of Gethsemane. For more infor-
mation call or text 304-646-5223 with your name and
phone number for a return call.

Prevent WV Suicide

Call 988-Suicide & Crisis Lifeline

Remember there is HOPE,
ask for HELP, choose LIFE

www.mountainmessenger.com

FOR RENT
NO WAITING LIST

One Bedroom, Section 8 Apts.
Elderly 62+
Handicapped or Disabled,
Regardless of Age.

All Utilities Included.

On Site Laundry Facilitates.
Apply At
Hinton House Apts.
495 Stokes Drive.
Office Hours M-F 8-4.
304-466-5299

. PRICED FOR QUICK SALE. GREAT POTENTIAL!

Home needs renovation. Sold as is!
$44,400 | 1992 Alta Drive, Alderson
Country Road Realty, LLC

204 RANDOLPH STREET WEST | LEWISBURG WV 24901
WWW.WVCOUNTRYROAD.COM | WWCOUNTRYROAD@GMAIL.COM
LIZ WICKLINE | BROKER/OWNER | (304) 646-8287

Hale Mini Honeybells

The once a year citrus sensatlon'

with Print

&0nline
ADVERTISING!

- N
nebra smllh v 3 ) e "™
T : TN

debra@

mountainmedianews

: Call 1- 844 308 4327 to order ltem 2692X
.com :
]

or Visit HaleGroves.com/H6YU52
*On ly$3499( og. $44:99) plus $7.99 shipping and ha ndlngp vpac ck t0 48
contiguous states. Some restrictions may apply. Limit 5 box ustomer. fale]
IC: H6YU52 Gt

Lory Mae Dale

FOURTH WAY
PROPERTIES

Home, Office

and Apartment

Rentals
Available

Call Terry
(304) 647-8943

terry@4thwayproperties.com
4thwayproperties.com

BOOKKEEPING
& TAX SERVICE

Serving The Area Since 1986

All Tax Forms

Arbuckle Lane, Lewisburg, WV

304-645-6037

Office Hours: 10 AM - 6 PM

G.C. SALES

THE BUILDING LOT

?&\7

Quich Essentials
MINI STORAGE

3344 Houfnaggle Road Lewisburg, WV 24901 ¢ 304-645-1304
FOUR $IZES TO CHOOSE FROM:

5 x10' - $40/mo.  10'x15' - $70/mo.

0'x 10" - $60/mo. I 0'x 20" - $80/mo.

& Eat Drink Shop LOCA

LOCALLY OWNED AND FAMILY OPERATED
CHECK WITH US BEFORE YOU BUY!

304-647-8180

LOCATED ON RT. 219 NORTH IN LEWISBURG
ACROSS FROM TUDOR'’S BISCUIT WORLD

Lewisure, WV

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network

Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Robherts’ Tree Service

Tree Trimming & Removal e Shrub Trimming
Lot Clearing e Light Excavation Work
Bucket Truck Service o Chipper Service

S‘em/mg Greenbrion, Monroe & Pocahontas, Counties

Bramlon Roherts, Owner
Frankford, WV (304) 661-4086

robertstreeservicewv@gmail.com
WV 2271-9538
LICENSED & INSURED

PZ N

GREENEBRIER
@—-VALLEY FITNESS—§§

Greenbrier Valley Fitness (SOUTH)
8486 Seneca Trail S.
Ronceverte, WV 24970
681-318-3340
Monday-Friday 5:00 A.M.-7:00 P.M.
Saturday 8:00 A.M.-1:00 PM. Closed Sunday

Greenbrier Valley Fitness (NORTH)
213 Coleman Drive
Lewisburg, WV 24901
304-645-4000
Monday-Friday 6:00 A.M.-8:00 P.M.
Closed Saturday & Sunday
24/7 For Members With 24 Hour Access

HEALTH/MEDICAL

DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution
for anyone who struggles on the stairs,
is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call
AmeriGlide today! 1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and mobility
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the details!
1-855-405-3412  www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV

GET DISH SATELLITE TV + INTER-
NET! Free Install, Free HD-DVR Up-
grade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies,
Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS
HOME INTERNET WITH EARTHLINK.
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 4G LTE net-
works, no contracts, easy installation,
and data plans up to 300 GB. Call 844-

230-3640
MISCELLANEOUS

SUNSETTER. AMERICA'S NUMBER
ONE AWNING! Instant shade at the
touch of a button. Transform your deck
or patio into an outdoor oasis. Up to
10-year limited warranty. Call now and
SAVE $350 today! 1-888-485-5756

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage as the
largest carriers. No long-term contract,
no hidden fees and activation is free.
All'plans feature unlimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month. For more in-
formation, call 1-855-615-6411

WE BUY 8,000 CARS A WEEK. Sell
your old, busted or junk car with no
hoops, haggles or headaches. Sell your
car to Peddle. Easy three step process.
Instant offer. Free pickup. Fast pay-
ment. Call 1-844-640-0583

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES
TODAY with a Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to receive a FREE
5-Year warranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-844-901-2301 today to
schedule a free quote. It's not just a
generator. It's a power move.

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam
or health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral and other final expenses. Call

Physicians Life Insurance Company-
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
infolwv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation
and service. Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600 Off for a
limited time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-1282

NO MORE CLEANING OUT GUT-
TERS. Guaranteed! LeafFilter is
backed by a no-clog guarantee and life-
time transferrable warranty. Call today
1-844-295-2840 to schedule a FREE
inspection and no obligation estimate.
Get 15% off your entire order. Plus, Mil-
itary & Seniors get an additional 10%
off. Limited time only. Restrictions ap-
ply, see representative for warranty and
offer details.

TRAVEL

YMT VACATIONS. Over 50 guided
tours available. Affordable, social and
stress-free travel designed for mature
travelers. Our tours include accom-
modations, transportation, baggage
handling, sightseeing, entrance fees,
a professional Tour Director and select
meals. For a limited time SAVE $250
on all tours. Call YMT today. 1-833-649-
1532

Place YOUR statewide ad today

Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011

A PWEST VIRGINIA

! ASSOCIATION -EERV[CES + FOUNDATION
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Start the new
year clog-free!

Claim by: 02/28/2026
150 o OFF + 100/ Get a FREE full gutter inspection
’ Eomri and estimate: 1-844-295-2840
LeafFilter- riors + Mil
Seniors +Miltary  Promo: 285

**Promotional offer includes 15% off plus an additional 10% off' d/or senior rs. 1pon pe 1 year.

forfull waranty detail.

AZRO(344027 AR 366920925, (A1035795, CT HIC.0671520, DC 420223000087, FL (BC056678, ID RCE-51604, IA (127230, LA 559544, MD MHIC111225,MA 213292, MI 262300331, 262300330,

262300329, 262300328, 262300313, 262300173, MN IR810524, MT 266192, NE 50145-24, NV 86990, N 13VH 13285000, NM 408693, ND 47304. OR 218294, PAPA179643. R GC-41354, TN 10981,
T 10783658-5501, VT 1740000871, VA 2705169445, 2010
and 2l i

Dutch Baus Restaurant

Lewisburg Elks Country Club at 368 Brush Rd., Lewisburg

mr  WEEKEND SPECIAL

STERKS

= |Crab Cakes

Served with potato, vegetable, salad & bread.

N
@ ‘ Open For Breakfast Saturday & Sunday 8:30-11:00
el Mon - Fri 11 am-9 pm, Sat & Sun 8:30 am-9 pm ¢ 304.645.2723

R&R SHOWS

GUN SHOW

LEWISBURG, WV

WV STATE FAIRGROUNDS, WV BUILDING

JAN 31t & FEB 1s

SATURDAY 9 AM - 5 PM
SUNDAY 9 AM - 3 PM

ADMISSION $7 PERSON*
*Automatically Enters Person In
Gun Drawing or cash giveaway
12 AND UNDER FREE WITH PAYING ADULT
2-DAY PASS $10
AVAILABLE IF PAID ON SATURDAY
INFORMATION OR RESERVATIONS:

WWW.RANDRGUNSHOWS.COM

304-575-6895 » 304-575-6865 « 304-575-6864

WVGUNSHOWS@GMAIL.COM
SCRAMBLERS
solution

1. Imply; 2. Shade;
3. Wallow; 4. Attire

Today’s Word
WEALTHY

— Weekly SUDOKU
Answer
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Super Crossword
Answers
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Dear Recycle Lady,

I know #1 clamshell containers are not recyclable here
but what about the clear, solid (no holes or perforations)
tops to take out and other food containers that are #1?
And what about the large, deep clear #1 containers that
fresh spinach comes in? Does the recycle center only
want bottles?

Recycler

Dear Recycler,

Plastic food containers, regardless of the recycle
symbol, are not recyclable. These containers are made of
a low-melt #1 PET, so are not as durable as bottle-grade
#1 PET. Plus, most of these containers are mixed with
additives to make them moisture resistant. Additionally,
plastic food containers often contain food residue and are
thus a contaminate, which is the number one reason that
plastic food containers are not recyclable. Greasy takeout
containers and containers with glossy stickers or ink-
printed designs are also contaminants, a serious problem
for recyclers. One un-rinsed plastic container that has
food residue left in it can contaminate an entire load
of recyclables. According to https://blistera.com/why-
are-clamshell-containers-not-recyclable/ regulatory
pressure is mounting and states like California are now
requiring that all packaging, including clamshells, be
recyclable or compostable by 2032. You are correct in
saying that bottles and jugs are the only plastics that the
Recycle Center accepts, as they are made with a higher
grade of PET plastic.

Dear Recycle Lady,

What is the difference between global warming and
climate change?

Curious

Dear Curious,

Global warming and climate change are often used
interchangeably, but they are not the same. In fact, global
warming is one aspect of climate change. Other aspects
of climate change, according to nasa.gov, are rising
sea levels, shrinking mountain glaciers, accelerating

C

ice in Greenland, Antarctica and the Arctic, and shifts
in flower/plant blooming times. Deserts are expanding,
heat waves and wildfires are becoming more common,
as is water scarcity, disease and economic loss. All of
these factors are consequences of global warming. The
earth Science Division of NASA operates more than
20 satellites in orbit looking for new ways to observe
changes in oceans, land cover, ice, atmosphere and life
and to study potential solutions.

Dear Recycle Lady,

Several packages that we have received in the mail
lately have been in envelopes lined with thin plastic
bubble wrap inside. Can these envelopes be recycled?

Questioning Recycler

Dear Questioning Recycler,

Unfortunately, the envelopes with bubble wrap are
difficult to recycle because the bubble wrap is glued
inside the envelope and is very difficult to separate.
Thus, these envelopes that are both paper and plastic
are not recyclable, unless they have a recycle symbol on
them. However, all of these envelopes can be reused for
future mailings. It’s good to know you are considering
different kinds of items for recycling. Thanks for asking.

Interesting Information: Scientists have confirmed
that by feeding and pooping, whales are heroesof the
ocean. Since whale poop is rich in nutrients like iron,
it helps phytoplankton grow. These tiny ocean plants of
phytoplankton absorb large amounts of carbon dioxide
during photosynthesis, helping reduce the carbon dioxide
(CO2) that goes into the atmosphere. Phytoplankton is
the basis of the food chain for all ocean life. The tiniest
creatures like krill depend on it for their food, and they
in turn are the food source for larger organisms such as
fish, penguins and other sea birds, on and on up the food
chain!

Have questions about recycling, or interesting
information about recycling? Send questions or requests
Recyclelady7@gmail.com. Dear Recycle Lady is
sponsored jointly by the Greenbrier Recycling Center
and Greenworks Recycling.

S
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By William “Skip” Deegans

In the 1920s, Ronceverte Motors Co. was the dealer
for the Jewett Six automobile. It is a car you may have
never heard about as it was short-lived, but it had a West
Virginia connection. Harry Mulford Jewett was a star
athlete at the University of Notre Dame where he was on
the varsity football, track and baseball team. He held two
world records in track. Following his graduation with a
civil engineering degree, he made a fortune in mining
and selling coal. His company was one of the first to
extract coal from West Virginia. With proceeds from his
coal ventures, he organized the Paige-Detroit Motor Co.
that produced a six-cylinder Paige automobile in 1915.
In 1922, the smaller Jewett Six was introduced.

Early on in the days of auto production, manufacturers
understood that racing resulted in more cars sold. Rather
than racing another car, the Jewett raced a train. On
December 19, 1925 at 5 a.m. a Jewett car left Detroit’s
Michigan Central Station along with the speedy train,
the Wolverine Limited. The Jewett reached Chicago’s
Central Station in 6 hours and 5 minutes, a half-hour
ahead of the train. The driver noted the roads were icy
and he could have driven faster had they not been.

Harry Jewett sold his manufacturing company in 1927
and returned to the coal business. Only about 40,000
Jewetts were made, and it is thought there are less than
100 left. Jewett’s wife, Mary, is reported to have been
a follower of mysticism. Although not documented,
embedded in the dashboard of each was the Jewett
Amulet to protect the owner from harm.

VAR
« AVE R
vacations

SAVE $250 ON ALL TOURS!

MORE THAN 50 GUIDED TOURS AVAILABLE

12 DAYS INSIDE CABIN STARTING AT $3;549 $3,299*
BASED ON JUL 8, 2026 DEPARTURE

« Marvel at Alaska’s natural beauty in Denali National Park
- Visit Alaska’s the Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center
- Cruise Glacier Bay and Wrangell St. Elias National Park
- Travel through the legendary Inside Passage

HISTORIC

MUST BOOK BY 3/12
P T

= _ e

Historic Route 66 - 100th Anniversary

16 DAYS STARTING AT $4,099 $3,849*
BASED ON APR 18, 2026 DEPARTURE

- Visit must-see sights like the historic starting point of Route
66 in Chicago, the famous Cadillac Ranch in Amarillo, and the
“End of the Trail” sign in Santa Monica

- Explore natural wonders of the Grand Canyon, Petrified Forest
National Park, and the Painted Desert

- Discover Seligman, known as the “historic birthplace of Route
66,” and visit the vibrant Hotel EI Rancho in Gallup, where
Golden Age movie stars once stayed

CALL US: 1-833-649-1532

*Per person based on double occupancy & includes tax service/gov't fees.
Ask your Travel Consultant for terms & conditions. Add-on airfare with
transfers available for most major gateways.
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Brakes

Ronceverte Motors Co.

Opposite Freight Depot—Ronceverte

Advertisement courtesy of the West Virginia Daily
News.

Sources: Grosse Pointe Historical Society, Hemmings,
The West Virginia News.

SAVE $350 when you transform
your patio into an outdoor oasis.

America’s #1 Awning

® |nstant shade—at the touch of a button.
® Enjoy more quality time with family and friends.

e Up to 10-Year Limited Warranty.

Call 1-888-485-5756 now to
SAVE $350 TODAY!

America’s #1 Awning!




8 - Mountain Messenger — January 24, 2026 — The Weekend Paper For The Greenbrier Valley

S PORTS

www.mountainmessenger.com

This Week in Wrestling, Week 6: Nicholas County Dual, Inaugural Par Mar
Stores Lady Blue Devil Invitational, and Alleghany Duals Tournament

By Rob Frank

The opening Shot

Week six of the 2025-2026 Greenbrier
East Wrestling season is in the books.
Nicholas County High School traveled
to Greenbrier East for a home dual meet
and celebration of Greenbrier East’s
graduating seniors. The women’s team
made the three and half hour drive to St.
Mary High School for the Inaugural Par
Mar Stores Lady Blue Devil Invitational.
The men’s team crossed the border into
Virginia to participate in the Allegheny
Dual Tournament.

The Week in Review

On Wednesday, Nicholas County
High School came to Greenbrier East
for a home dual meet and Senior Night
celebration. We thank all of our supporters
and fans who turned out for the meet. It
was a large crowd full of energy. We
cannot thank you enough for coming out
to support our program. Greenbrier East
won the meet by the score of 54-30. Way
to go East.

There were many notable performances
during the meet. Maya Frank earned two
pins on the women’s side, and Isabella
Jones had an epic dual, finally winning
by the score of 15-10. Six minutes may
not seem like a long time until you are
on the mat in a six minute battle against
another exceptionally good wrestler. Way
to hang tough Isabella. Sativa Dunbrack
and Izzy Blankenship both wrestled on
the men’s side of the bracket acquitting
themselves well. GEHS had wins all up
and down its bracket including Hunter
Holcomb, Sonny Herbert, Kaden Stone,
Carter Webb, Mason Miller, Keegan
Baron, Harrison Smith, and Cire Brown.

We must also acknowledge our seniors
Kaden Stone and DeAndre Toliver.
Each prepared a statement regarding the
importance of wrestling in their lives and
thanking those who helped them along
the way. Kaden, thanking his parents,
noted that he almost did not wrestle, only
joining youth wrestling when basketball
was not available. Basketball’s loss was

HOCUS-FOCUS [FSNE p .

wrestling’s gain. DeAndre noted the
impact of wrestling in his life, thanking
Head Coach Davis Solak for always
believing in him, and sticking with
him. DeAndre noted “[i]n wrestling,
circumstances change, but growth does
not.” A profound statement from a very
bright young man. Coach Solak said of
our seniors “both of the wrestlers are
tremendous assets for the team and are
excellent people.”

GEHS Women’s Division: At the
Inaugural Par Mar Stores Lady Blue
Devil Invitational, the women’s team
once again was down a wrestler due to
injury, but still had a great tournament,
placing sixth out of nineteen teams - a
mere four points out of fourth place.
Izzy Blankenship continued her winning
ways, earning a second place finish in the
138 pound weight class, with only one
loss on the day. Maya Frank also had one
loss on the day, placing third in the 120
pound weight class.

GEHS Men’s Division: Greenbrier
East High School was the only West
Virginia team to wrestle in the Allegheny
Dual tournament in Covington, VA.
GEHS finished fourth in the tournament.
GEHS was part of a three way tie for
second place; however, GEHS lost on
tie-breaking criteria. When asked his
impression of the tournament, Coach
Solak commented, “I am extremely happy
with the way they have been wrestling.
They are starting to come together and
step in for each other to win dual meets.”
All of the wrestlers had important wins.
Past wrestlers of the week Kaden Stone
and Harrison Smith were undefeated with
a record of 6-0. Hunter Holcomb, in the
last two dual meets has a record of 6-1.

Greenbrier East Wrestling Club
(youth): A quality wrestling program
must start with its youth wrestlers. The
Eastern Greenbrier Wrestling Club
traveled to Braxton County this weekend
with twelve wrestlers! Congratulations
to all for their hard work and dedication!
The following wrestlers placed at this
tournament. Open Division: Brayden -

4th, Camden - 3rd, Kellan - 2nd, Luke
- 2nd, Weslan - 4th, Wyatt - 4th; Girls
Division: Harper - 1st; Paisley - 3rd.

Sponsor Spotlight

We thank our week 6 tournament
sponsors: Nicholas County Dual: Patriot
Painting; Allegheny Duals Tournament
DAI Developers; and the women’s 185
pound weight class, the Fisher Family.
Without the support or our sponsors our
participation in tournaments would be
significantly diminished. If you wish to
sponsor a tournament, please call Rob
Frank, 719-322-2985, or email to rob@
rjflaw.com.

Wrestler of the Week (Woman’s Divi-
sion) - Elizibeth (Izzy) Blankenship

Greenbrier East High School’s Week 6
Wrestler of the Week (Women’s Division)
is Izzy Blankenship.

Izzy is coming off of her second top
two finish of the year, having earned First
Place at the Fallen Heroes Tournament
and Second Place at thelnaugural Par Mar
Stores Lady Blue Devil Invitational.lzzy
has a 9-4 record, including her matches
against men. While losses are not always
celebrated, hard fought battles should be.
Izzy’s match against a good male wrestler

Hunter Holcomb (Photo by A. Wisner)

at the Nicholas County dual meet showed
her ability to match up well against any
wrestler that steps on the mat against
her. She will be wrestling for the varsity
team in the upcoming Regional Dual
Championship Qualifying Tournament.
Izzy is known to many teams as one of
the toughest wrestlers on the mat, and
one of the most socially outgoing off of
the mat.

In her own words:

We sat down with Izzy to ask her some
brief questions. Here are her responses:

1) Why wrestle? Wrestling more than
anything else helps build determination
and requires constant growth. Wrestling
gives me the skills to take on anything
that comes at me in life and to keep
growing in all circumstances.

2) What are your primary goals as a
person, a student, and an athlete? As a
person, I try every day to be better, and
to do better. To make my home and my
society a better place. As a student, my
goal is to keep my grades high and be
accepted into college. As an athlete and
a wrestler, I want to continually improve,
but I also want to be kind to others, to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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help them, and to form
relationships. In wrestling
I have formed friendships
with numerous wrestlers
from other teams.

3) What contributes
the most to your ability
to achieve these goals?
The most valuable thing
I have in achieving my
goals is my interaction
with other people and the
relationships I form.

4) What advice do you
have for fellow students
and athletes as they
pursue their goals? Too
many people give up too
soon. Do not quit simply
because the going gets
tough. Keep going.

5) What are your plans
after high school? After
high school, I plan to
attend college and go
into a sports medicine,
physical therapy, or an
athletic trainer program.
I want to continue with
athletics and someday
would like to coach.

Wrestler of the Week
(Men’s Division) - Hunt-
er Holcomb

Greenbrier East High
School’s Week 6 Wrestler

of the Week (Men’s
Division) is  Hunter
Holcomb. Hunter, an
incoming freshman, is
becoming  increasingly

dominant as the year
progresses. In the past two
dual meets Hunter is 6-1.
As a top student, a great
wrestler, and a football
player, Hunter brings much
to the Spartan wrestling
room. His dedication and
commitment are evident in
the way he approaches his
studies and his wrestling.

In his own words:

We sat down with
Hunter to ask him some
brief questions. Here are
his responses:

1) Why wrestle? 1 love
the sport of wrestling, and
the competition associated
with it.

2) What are your
primary goals as a person,
a student, and an athlete?
As a person, my goal is
to become a better person
every day. To become
more complete and to
make a difference. As a
student, I want to continue
to excel academically as
I prepare for college. As
an athlete, my goals are
to become a place winner
at the West Virginia State
Wrestling Tournament and
to continue to grow and to
improve.

3) What contributes the
most to your ability to
achieve these goals? The
work I put into things is

what most contributes
to achieving my goals.
Achieving worthwhile

goals requires hard work.

4) What advice do you
have for fellow students
and athletes as they
pursue their goals? Never
give up, continue working
toward your goals.

5) What are your plans
after high school? After
high school, I plan to
attend college and either
wrestle or play football.

Upcoming Events

On Jan. 16 and 17,
Greenbrier East wrestled
in the Region 3 State

Dual Championship
Qualifying Tournament.
This tournament
determines  who  will

represent our Region in
the WV Dual Team State
Championships on Feb.
7. The best of Greenbrier
East’s wrestlers (men and
women) will compete
against  other  teams
in a dual format. The
tournament will take place
at Woodrow Wilson High
School in Beckley.

On Friday, Jan. 16,
those women who do not
compete in the Regional
Dual Championship
Qualifying  Tournament
wrestled at the Cornelius
Godfrey Memorial
Tournament in Logan.

WYV Dual Team State
Championship

Mark the date, the
WV Dual Team State

Championships will
be held Feb. 7 at the

State  Fairgrounds in
Fairlea. Along with
the West Virginia
State Championship

Tournament, the WV Dual
Team State Championship
is the most prestigious and
important Tournament in
the state, not only testing
individual wrestlers, but
the team as a unit in a dual
meet format.

Wrestling  will  take
place in The West Virginia
building starting at noon
on both days with the
Championship matches at
3 p.m. Doors will open at
10:30 a.m. This promises
two full days of high
stakes  wrestling. This
State Championship event
brings together the top
sixteen teams from across
the state, including eight
in Division 2 (Friday)
and eight in Division 1
(Saturday). Endorsed by
the WVSSAC, sponsored
by the West Virginia
Wrestling Coaches
Association, and hosted
by the Greenbrier East
Wrestling programs.
Tickets can be purchased
at the door. All Youth
Wrestlers are admitted
for freee. WVRC 104.7
will  be livestreaming
all matches. Most
importantly, thank you
to all the local supporters
who have helped make
this event the premier
State Championship in
West Virginia. If you
would like to sponsor this
event, please feel free to
reach out to me at 719-
322-3985 or email me at
rob@rjflaw.com.

Over 300 West Virginia
high school wrestlers will
be competing, and over
1,000 people from across
the state are expected
to visit Greenbrier
County for this two-day
championship event.

Izzy Blankenship (Photo by A. Taylor)

Dual Team
State Championship
participants have
included individual State
Champions, H.S. All-
Americans, Academic
All-Americans, future
college  All-Americans,
and Wrestling Hall of
Fame Coaches. State
Championship teams and
nationally ranked teams
have been involved since
the inception. College
Coaches are often in

Previous

attendance including
featured Guest Speakers.
This event is not to be
missed. We wish our
GEHS wrestlers luck as
they compete to be one of
the top teams invited to
the tournament.

Next Week

Next week’s article will
give results of the Region 3
State Dual Championship

Qualifying  Tournament
and the Cornelius Godfrey
Memorial ~ Tournament,
will give updates on
upcoming events, and
provide  wrestler and
donor highlights.

GEHS wrestling
matches are now
livestreamed and
posted on the
Greenbrier East Spartan
Wrestling Facebook
page: https://www.

facebook.com/groups/
1400059887620954.  If
you cannot join us live,
please join us online.

ENTERTAINIV[ENT

Lewisburg Winter
Music Festival returns

January 30 and 31

The Lewisburg Winter
Music Festival (LWMEF),
a signature winter
event produced by the
Southern Appalachia
Musician’s  Association
(SAMA), returns for its
highly-anticipated  two-
day celebration of live
music on Jan. 30 and
Jan. 31 across downtown
Lewisburg.

The festival  brings
together more than 70
music acts performing
across nine downtown
venues, offering audiences
an unforgettable variety of
genres and regional talent.
Performances will take
place nightly beginning
at 6 p.m. through
approximately midnight,
with late-night features at
select locations.

Organized by SAMA,
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
dedicated to assisting
musicians facing crisis and
fostering music education,
the festival is more than
entertainment; it’s a
mission-driven gathering
rooted in community and
support. All performing
artists donate their time
and talent so ticket
revenue can be directed
toward SAMA’s outreach,

grants, and educational
programs. SAMA is an
all-volunteer, musician-
led nonprofit focused on
providing crisis support
and educational funding
to musicians throughout
Southern Appalachia.
Weekend passes are
priced at $30, with single-
day tickets available for
$20, making the festival
an accessible way for
music fans to explore
multiple acts in downtown

Lewisburg’s vibrant
venues. Tickets can be
purchased in advance

online or at participating
venues during the festival.

With venues all within
a short walk of each
other, attendees can easily
explore many different
performances in a single

evening. Participating
venues  include  The
Asylum, Washington
Street Pub, Wild
Bean, Lewis Theatre,
Briergarten, The Sweet

Shoppe, Hill and Holler,
Old Red Mill Taphouse,
and the Greenbrier Valley
Visitors Center.

Visit WWW.
lewisburgwinter
musicfest.com for tickets,
information, and schedule.

LEGAL

Call Contract

WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Division of Highways
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS

Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of
Highways through the Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed proposals (only when
prequalification is waived) being received at its office in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard
East, Charleston, West Virginia until February 10, 2026 at 10:00 AM (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will
be downloaded and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions of the following project(s):
State Project
015 2014000577 U313-LEW/IS-5.00 TEA-2014(132)D PEDESTRIAN/BIKE FACILITIES
Lewisburg Feamster Road Sidewalks 2013
DISTRICT WIDE
COUNTY: FAYETTE, GREENBRIER,
MONROE, NICHOLAS, SUMMERS

Proposals will be received from prequalified and West Virginia licensed contractors only except that on
Federal-Aid Projects a contractors’ licence is not required at time of bid, but will be required before work
can begin. Registration is required with the Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in accor-
dance with Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 of the West Virginia Code. All contractors submitting bids on
project(s) must include one of the following forms properly executed with each proposal: Proposal Guaranty
Bond, Cashier’s Check, or Certified Check for $500.00 or 5% of the total bid, whichever is greater.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways reserves the right to defer, delay
or postpone the date for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project designated in this adver-
tisement, without the necessity of renewing such advertisement. The deferment, delay, postponement, and
the date that proposals will be received and publicly opened will be available on www.bidx.com.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways hereby notifies all bidders that it
will affirmatively ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, minority business
enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be dis-
criminated against on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex or national origin in consideration for an award.

Federal Project

Description

LEGAL

WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Division of Highways
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS

Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of
Highways through the Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed proposals (only when
prequalification is waived) being received at its office in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boule-
vard East, Charleston, West Virginia until February 13, 2026 at 10:00 AM (Eastern Standard Time). The
bids will be downloaded and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions of the following

project(s):
Call Contract State Project Federal Project Description
018 2020000733  S389-STR/IP-26 00 HSIP-2026(160)D PAVEMENT MARKINGS
ROADWAY STRIPING
DISTRICT WIDE

COUNTY: FAYETTE, GREENBRIER,
MONROE, NICHOLAS, SUMMERS

Proposals will be received from prequalified and West Virginia licensed contractors only except that on
Federal-Aid Projects a contractors’ licence is not required at time of bid, but will be required before work
can begin. Registration is required with the Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in accor-
dance with Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 of the West Virginia Code. All contractors submitting bids on
project(s) must include one of the following forms properly executed with each proposal: Proposal Guaranty
Bond, Cashier’s Check, or Certified Check for $500.00 or 5% of the total bid, whichever is greater.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways reserves the right to defer, delay
or postpone the date for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project designated in this adver-
tisement, without the necessity of renewing such advertisement. The deferment, delay, postponement, and
the date that proposals will be received and publicly opened will be available on www.bidx.com.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways hereby notifies all bidders that it
will affirmatively ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, minority business
enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be dis-
criminated against on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex or national origin in consideration for an award.

LEGAL

Cellco Partnership and its controlled affiliates doing business as Verizon
Wireless (Verizon Wireless) proposes to collocate wireless communica-
tions antennas at a top heights of 99 and 102 feet on a 106.5-foot mono-
pole communications tower at the approx. vicinity of 326 Reservoir
Drive, White Sulphur Springs, Greenbrier County, WV 24986 (Lat: 37°
47°19.651” N, Long: 80° 18°22.792” W). Public comments regarding
potential effects from this site on historic properties may be submitted
within 30 days from the date of this publication to: Trileaf Corp, Maggie
Vincent, m.vincent@trileaf.com, 303 International Circle, Suite 150,
Hunt Valley, MD 21030, 410-853-7128.

NOTICE
THE CORPORATION OF FALLING SPRING
a.k.a. TOWN OF RENICK

Notice is hereby given, pursuant to W. Va. Code § 8-12-17, that the Cor-
poration of Falling Spring a.k.a. the Town of Renick, a municipal cor-
poration, will hold a public hearing before the final vote on a proposed
resolution to sell its water distribution system to the City of Lewisburg
pursuant to a proposed Amended Asset Purchase Agreement by and
between the City of Lewisburg, West Virginia, and the Corporation of
Falling Spring, West Virginia, a.k.a. the Town of Renick.

The final vote on adoption of said proposed resolution shall be held
in the Renick Town Hall on February 2, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. Interested
parties may appear and be heard at such time with respect to the pas-
sage of the proposed resolution. Copies of the proposed resolution and
the proposed Amended Asset Purchase Agreement are available at the
Renick Town Hall or Lewisburg City Hall.

Advertisement for Bids
Greenbrier Public Service District #1
Winter Timber Cutting Project
For
Meadowbrook Estates Subdivision
Sewer Replacement

Sealed proposals for furnishing labor, equipment, materials, and per-
forming all work for the above project and other miscellaneous items,
as set forth in the Contract Documents will be received by Greenbrier
PSD #1 for the Winter Timber Cutting Project at the Public Service
District offices located at 9035 Seneca Trail South Ronceverte, WV, un-
til 1:00 PM on February 4, 2026 at which time and place all bids will be
publicly opened and read aloud.

Copies of the Contract Documents may be obtained from Greenbrier
PSD #1 at 304-645-6632 or by contacting the office of Criss Haynes,
Civil Engineer, at 304-667-9507. Payment of a non-refundable fee of
$50.00 is required for each set.

Bids shall be submitted in accordance with the requirements of the
Instructions to Bidders.

Prospective bidders will be required to file a Bidder’s Information
Form with their bid to Greenbrier PSD #1. A copy of the form is in-
cluded with the contract documents. Bids will be accepted only from
bidders who have submitted a Bidder’s Information Form.

All prospective bidders to be registered with the West Virginia Con-
tractor’s Licensing Board at the time of bid opening. Work on the proj-
ect to be performed in accordance with the West Virginia Division of
Forestry Timber Harvesting Exemption provisions.

The contract will be awarded to the lowest responsible bidder, but
Greenbrier PSD #1 reserves the right to waive any informalities or mi-
nor defect and to accept or reject any and all bids. Experience and quali-
fications of each bidder to perform the work within the time stated will
be given substantial consideration.

Notice to Tax Payers
West Virginia, Greenbrier County Commission
Regular January 13,2026 Term

Take notice that the Board of Equalization and Review of Green-
brier County, composed of the County Commissioners of Greenbrier
County, will convene at the Courthouse at 10 a.m. on the 29th day of
January 2026, for the purpose of hearing complaints any tax payer
may have as to the assessment placed upon his/her property by the
Assessor of this County.

It is the duty of the Board to reduce the value of property if it is too
high and to increase it if it is too low. This may be done upon motion
of any tax payer interested or upon the Board’s judgment. This Board
will meet the tax payers from the several districts and corporations at
the Courthouse in the County Commission room of said County, on
the following dates: January 29, February 2, February 5, February 10,
February 13, and February 19 and ending no later than the 28th day of
February 2026. Instructed by WV State Code 11-3-24: the County
Commission may adjourn sine die anytime after February 15th

and will do so if no hearings are scheduled. Anyone desiring to ap-
pear before this Board is requested to make an appointment with the

Assistant to the County Commission, Kelly Banton, at 304-647-6689
ext. 689, Monday through Friday, between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.
If the Board finds it proper to do so, it may adjourn from day to day
no later than the 28th of February, 2026. Anyone desiring to review
their assessment may do so online at www.greenbriercounty.net or by

Lowell Rose,

contacting the Assessor’s office at 304647-6615.

Greenbrier County Commission President

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
At Charleston
A PROCLAMATION
By the Governor
WHEREAS, the passing of Jus-
tice Tim Armstead, has caused a
vacancy in the office of Justice of
the Supreme Court of Appeals of

West Virginia; and
WHEREAS, article VIII, sec-
tion 7 of the Constitution of West
Virginia provides that if from
any cause a vacancy shall occur
in the office of a justice of the
Supreme Court of Appeals, the
Governor shall issue a directive
of election to fill such vacancy
in the manner prescribed by law
for electing a justice of the court
in which the vacancy exists, and
the justice shall be elected for the
unexpired term; and
WHEREAS, section 3, article
10, section 3 of the West Virginia
Code provides that where an un-
expired tem of office for a justice
of the Supreme Court of Appeals
is for a period longer than two
years, the vacancy shall be filled
by a successor who has timely
filed a certificate of candidacy,
and has been elected in a non-
partisan election and qualified to
fill the unexpired term; and
WHEREAS, at the time of Jus-
tice Tim Armstead’s retirement,
more than two years remained
unexpired in the term of office
for the Supreme Court of Ap-
peals of West Virginia.
NOW, THEREFORE,
I, PATRICK MORRISEY,
Govemor of the State of West
Virginia, under the authority
vested in my by the Constitution
of West Virginia and the laws of
this State, do hereby proclaim
and declare that the unexpired
term of office for Justice of the
Supreme Court of Appeals of
West Virginia shall be filled by
the voters of West Virginia at the
primary election to be held on
May 12, 2026.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I
have hereunto set my hand and
caused the Great seal of the State
of West Virginia to be affixed.
DONE at the Capitol in the City
of Charleston, State of West Vir-
ginia, this Ninth Day of January,
in the Year of our Lord, Two
Thousand “Twenty-Six, and in
the One Hundred Sixty-Third
Year of the State.

Preuck 1oy

GOVERNOR

By the Governor

e

SECRETARY OF STATE

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
At Charleston
A PROCLAMATION
By the Governor
WHEREAS, the retirement of
Justice Elizabeth D. Walker, has
caused a vacancy in the office of
justice of the Supreme Court of

Appeals of West Virginia; and
WHEREAS, article VIII, sec-
tion 7 of the Constitution of West
Virginia provides that if from
any cause a vacancy shall occur
in the office of a justice of the
Supreme Court of Appeals, the
Governor shall issue a directive
of election to fill such vacancy
in the manner prescribed by law
for electing a justice of the court
in which the vacancy exists, and
the justice shall be elected for the
unexpired term; and
WHEREAS, section 3, article
10, section 3 of the West Virginia
Code provides that where an un-
expired term of office for a justice
of the Supreme Court of Appeals
is for period longer than two
years, the vacancy shall be filled
by a successor who has timely
filed a certificate of candidacy,
and has been elected in a non-
partisan election and qualified to
fill the unexpired term; and
WHEREAS, at the time of Jus-
tice Elizabeth D. Walker’s retire-
ment, more than two years re-
mained unexpired in the term Of
office for the Supreme Court of
Appeals of West Virginia.

NOW, THEREFORE,

I, PATRICK MORRISEY,
Governor of the State of West
Virginia, under the authority
Vested in my by the Constitution
of West Virginia and the laws of
this State, do hereby proclaim
and declare that the unexpired
term of office for Justice of the
Supreme Court of Appeals of
West Virginia shall be filled by
the voters of West Virginia at the
primary election to be held on
May 12, 2026.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, 1
have hereunto set my hand and
caused the Great seal of the State
of West Virginia to be affixed.
DONE at the Capitol in the City
of Charleston, State of West Vir-
ginia, this Ninth Day of January,
in the Year of our Lord, Two
Thousand “Twenty-Six, and in
the One Hundred Sixty-Third
Year of the State.

Pucuck fomiY

GOVERNOR

By the Governor
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Carnegie Hall Mainstage

Performance Series continues

with 3 Redneck Tenors

Hall’s
Performance
Series is delighted to
present  the  musical
comedy of the 3 Redneck
Tenors on Friday, Feb.
13, at 7 p.m. Guests are
invited to come early for
the free Club Carnegie
Preshow Reception from 6
to 6:45 p.m. in the Board
Room located adjacent to
the Hamilton Auditorium.
A cash bar and snacks are
available.

The 3 Redneck Tenors
are a new breed in the

Carnegie
Mainstage

be the 3 Redneck Tenors.
Written by opera-veteran
Matthew  Lord  with
music arranged by award-
winning composer Craig
Bohmler, and starring Mr.
Lord, Blake Davidson,
and Sean Steele, the 3
Redneck Tenors were top
finalists on ‘“America’s
Got Talent” and have been
thrilling audiences since
2004.

Matthew Lord is a
native of  California.
He is recognized as a
versatile performing

Phantom of the Opera as
Piangi in the Hamburg
Germany production.
He is a graduate of the
prestigious Julliard Opera
Center.

Blake Davidson is an
award-winning singer
who has performed all
over the world, and whose
range of  experience
includes opera, symphony,
and musical theatre. He
has been presented in solo
concerts at NYU, Lincoln
Center, Carnegie Hall, and
the Tokyo Opera House.

“tenor genre” their
musical comedy featuring
classically trained veteran
artists is like the Blue-
Collar Comedy Tour
goes to Carnegie Hall -
down home laughs with
big city music! It has
been said that if Larry
the Cable Guy, 11 Divo,
and Mrs. Doubtfire had
a baby, that child would

and

artist whose stage work
is consistently praised for
its naturalness,
commitment.
Lord also has performed
with almost every major
opera house in the U.S.
and made his New York
Metropolitan Opera debut
in January 2004 in Boris
Godunov and performed
in Andrew Lloyd Weber’s

Mr. Davidson has sung
with the Anchorage Opera
and the Dallas Opera and
is a featured soloist on
the Dallas Symphony’s
Christmas CD. Early in
his career he was seen off-
Broadway at 2nd Stage,
and as the ringmaster for
the Shrine circus.

Born in Corpus Christi,

intensity,
Mr.

Business

Sunset Berry Farms

announces 2026 expansion
Growing with the community through SEED,

agritourism, and new experiences in Alderson

Sunset Berry Farm is taking agritourism
to a new level in 2026 with a bold, new
mission to strengthen families, food
security, and community resilience. After
years of selling to the community, the
farm is shifting toward a new approach:
Sunset Berry Farm is no longer just
selling to the community - it is growing
with the community.

This transition is a direct response
to changing needs across the region,
including the soaring cost of living,
job loss, rising electric bills, increasing
housing instability, homelessness, and
more multigenerational families living
under one roof. At the same time, grocery
prices continue to rise while the quality
has declined.

“We’re hearing it and seeing it every
day,” said Jennifer Gilkerson, founder
of Sunset Berry Farm. “Families are
trying to do more with less. They need
affordable opportunities to grow food,
learn life skills, and create income - while
also having access to joyful, outdoor
family fun.”

Gilkerson added that many families are
also losing gardens year after year due to
deer damage, weeds, lack of irrigation,
and limited access to equipment and
support. “That’s why it’s crucial for
farms with the right infrastructure and
safeguards to partner with families,” she
said. “We want to give our community
access to a successful garden system -
with the safety nets, tools, and support
that increase the odds of success.”

Introducing SEED: SKkills for Eating,
Earning & Developing community

At the heart of Sunset Berry Farm’s
2026 mission is SEED: Skills for Eating,
Earning & Developing community - a
community-driven initiative designed
to help individuals and families build
practical skills that increase food
security, reduce costs, and create income
opportunities through agriculture and
entrepreneurship.

SEED is rooted in hands-on learning,
shared resources, and local economic
development - helping participants gain
the tools needed to thrive in today’s
economic reality.

New Programs
Launching in 2026

1) Sprout Garden Club (Age 4-15).
A monthly club for children featuring
essential life skills through interactive
farm learning. Members meet on the first
Saturday of every month at 11 AM to
learn about gardening, feeding chickens,
collecting eggs, fishing, entrepreneurship,
teamwork, and more, followed by active
play in the new Adventure Farm Park.

2) Affordable Community Garden
Rental Plots - Grow Extra, Earn Extra. A
simplified gardening program designed
for ease and accessibility, featuring
deer-free fencing, raised beds, plastic
mulch for weed suppression and water
conservation, and automatic irrigation.

Participants can grow food for their
families and also create income by
selling or trading surplus through the
on-site marketplace. The program is
open to everyone, but folks within up to
three hours of Alderson are encouraged
to participate. Folks can plant and forget,
then harvest and enjoy, since frequent
trips to tend garden plots are not required.

3) Appalachian Marketplace (On-site).
A social enterprise designed to bring
together gardeners, entrepreneurs, and
artisans to barter, trade, and sell products
to one another and to the community. The
marketplace supports a sustainable local
food system and a thriving Appalachian
economy built on connection and
creativity.

and Experiences

4) Educational Field Trip Opportunities
- “Find Leo the Lion” Farm Scavenger
Hunt. New interactive educational tours
guide students through farm stations that
teach where food comes from, including
irrigation systems, raised-bed production
areas with plastic mulch, deer-exclusion
fencing, pollination zones, chicken
coops, fishing ponds, and more. The
scavenger hunt also includes an Alderson
history lesson tied to the legend of Leo
the Lion, with the mission of finding him
hiding somewhere on the farm.

5) Adventure Farm Park (Age 2 to 92).
A family-friendly outdoor destination
featuring a miniature zipline, giant bounce
pad, working excavators, tractor-pulled
rides, racing tracks, a huge Lego tunnel,
and more. The park offers affordable
recreation for families and opportunities
for rest and wellness, including relaxing
by the pond and optional chair massages.

Beginning in April 2026, Sunset Berry
Farm will also host a Food Truck Festival
on the first Saturday of every month
(April-October), creating a consistent
gathering space for the community.

The farm 1is actively seeking a
diverse lineup of food trucks so guests
can experience a variety of food
cultures - along with traditional food
truck favorites. Local ingredients and
Appalachian regional foods will also be
featured alongside classic food truck eats.

2026 Festival Highlights Include:

Food Truck Festival - First Saturday of
Every Month (April-October)

April 4 - Food Truck Festival & Easter
Egg Hunt

May 23 - Alderson Strawberry Festival

July 4 - Freedom Festival & Food
Trucks

Aug.
Festival

Aug. 22 - West Virginia Watermelon
Festival

Sept. 5 - West Virginia Sunflower
Festival

Oct. 3, 10, 17 & 24 - Food Truck
Festivals + Spooky Tractor-Pulled Trail
Rides

Registration Links:

* Sprout Garden Club Sign-Up: https://
grownby.com/farms/sunset-berry-farm-
produce-llc/shop

» Community Garden: https://grownby.
com/farms/sunset-berry-farm-produce-
llc/shop

» Educational Field Trip Registration:
https://sunsetfarm.ticketspice.com/2026-
field-trip

e Vendor Registration: https://
sunsetfarm.regfox.com/2026-vendor-
registration-at...

1 - Monroe County Peach

About Sunset Berry Farm:

Sunset Berry Farm is an agritourism
destination in Alderson, WV, dedicated
to strengthening families, supporting
local food systems, and providing fun,
affordable outdoor experiences for all
ages.In 2026, the farm expands its mission
through education, entrepreneurship,
community gardening, and immersive
family programming.

Sunset Berry Farm is co-led by Farmer
Kent, a third-generation strawberry
grower with roots in Fayette County,
West Virginia. The farm is known for
growing “the sweetest strawberries on
the East Coast,” according to customers,
and has won the Sweetest Strawberry
Contest at the State Strawberry Festival
in Buckhannon multiple times.

In addition to strawberries, the farm
grows peaches, watermelons, triple-
sweet corn, green beans, pumpkins,
and flowers, celebrating the richness of
Appalachian agriculture through seasonal
harvests and community events.

TX, Sean Steele is known
for his vocal versatility,
easily able to float from
Mozart to Sondheim to
Diamond Rio and more.
He’s completed multiple
degrees and had quite a
bit of training, but it all
started singing hymns and
folk songs with his family.
Sean made his NYC debut
in Kinky Boots as the big
and burly Don. Working
with Cyndi Lauper might
be the biggest highlight of
his career! Sean can often
be found in New York City
singing at The Greenroom

www.mountainmessenger.com

3Redneck Tenors

42, 54 Below, and other
cabaret clubs.

Get ready for one side
splitting ride as we go
on an excursion only the
3 Redneck Tenors could

have had... delighting
audiences  with  their
vocal prowess and a

smorgasbord of songs,
ranging from Country to
Broadway to Classical and
everything in between!
Tickets are $42/adult
and  $20/student and
only a limited number of
tickets are still available.
Thanks to the Carnegie

Cardinal Fund, Greenbrier
County Students attend
for free, but still must
reserve a seat. Call to take
advantage of the discounts
that are available for
Carnegie Hall members,
students, senior citizens,
and military.

To purchase tickets,
call Carnegie Hall, visit
www.carnegiehallwv.
org, or stop by at 611
Church Street, Lewisburg.
Carnegie Hall Box Office
is open Monday through
Friday, 10 a.m. until 4
p.m.

Family Refuge Center hosts annual tea party

in celebration of International Women’s Day

Family Refuge
Center (FRC) is proud
to announce its 4th
Annual International
Women’s Day Tea Party,
a community celebration
honoring the achievements
and leadership of women
throughout the region.
The event will be held
at FRC’s main office in
Lewisburg on Friday, Mar.
6, at noon.

This annual gathering

brings community
members  together to
celebrate connection,
belonging, and
empowerment. Guests

will enjoy a selection of
teas and light refreshments
while participating in a
warm, welcoming event
that uplifts the wvoices
and accomplishments of
women.

International Women’s
Day is recognized
globally as a time to
celebrate  the  social,
economic, cultural, and
political contributions of
women. FRC’s Tea Party
provides a meaningful
space for attendees to
reflect on progress, honor
local women leaders, and
reaffirm the community’s

commitment to gender
equity.
“We are thrilled to

host this event as part of
International ~ Women’s

Day,” said Stephanie
Moore, Executive
Director  of  Family

Refuge Center. “It’s a
wonderful opportunity
to acknowledge
the incredible
accomplishments of
women in leadership in
our community and to
reflect on the progress
they have made.”

FRC welcomes

community members,
local businesses, and
partner organizations to
join in this celebration
and show their support
for women who lead,
inspire, and strengthen our
community every day.

To RSVP email
tyrandam @
familyrefugecenter.org or
call the main office at 304-
645-6324.
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Wishing you a
wonderful birthday,
and a great year ahead!

Love,
Your Mountain Messenger Family!!

VOTE NOW!

Give a shout out to your favorite business in and
around Lewisburg and the Greenbrier Valley

AWARDS

2025

BEST OF

Cast your votes from
December 28th to January 25th

Morethan 100 categories—Ifrom
- Steakhouse - Wineries « Pizzerias
« Event Centers « Law firms « Jewelry Stores
= [ce Cream Shops - and much more,
You can cast your votes in each Category

https://mountainmedianews.com/bestofmm/

Our ballot is super simple! Don't know much about the accounting firm in your region? Feel free to skip it and move on.
Fill out the entire ballot if you're feeling ambitious, or pick and choose among our categories. Select from our drop
down list, or if your favorite coffee shop or spa isn't listed, write in your own winner. And, take your time. Our voting
platform saves your votes, so you don't have to feel rushed. That means you can return to the ballot to continue
choosing your favorites without worrying about any of your votes being lost.

Winner's will be published in
The Mountain Messenger February 28th



