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Ronceverte secures
funds to demo and
rebuild Workman Bridge

By Stephen Baldwin

The Real WV, www.therealwv.com

The City of Ronceverte has been awarded nearly $6
million in Congressionally Directed Spending by Sen.
Shelley Moore Capito and Sen. Jim Justice. The funds
are for the demolition and rebuilding of the Fred Work-
man Bridge, which spans from the downtown area to the
Island Park by the Greenbrier River.

Paula Janiga sworn into
Lewisburg City Council

By Sarah Richardson

The Lewisburg City Council met Tuesday,
Feb. 17, for its regular session, beginning with
the swearing-in of a new councilmember. Paula
Janiga was appointed to fill the unexpired term
of Sarah Elkins, who resigned earlier this year
after accepting a new job that created schedul-
ing conflicts. Mayor Beverly White adminis-
tered the oath of office. Janiga has previously
served on other Lewisburg boards, including
the Historic Landmarks Commission (HLC).
Councilmember John Little noted that she is
“prompt, thoughtful, and very smart,” and looks
forward to working with her.

Council then turned to regular business, ap-
proving Ordinance 327, which updates city
code provisions related to sidewalks. Members
also approved Resolution 593, Water System
Improvement Pay Request No. 46, which had
been reviewed and recommended by the Fi-
nance Committee earlier in the month.

Resolution 594, concerning the Corporation
of Falling Springs, also known as the Town of

Mayor White swears in Paula Janiga to City Coun-

cil. (Photo courtesy City of Lewisburg)

Renick Water System, was approved unanimously. During

the September 2025 Finance Committee meeting, officials ex-

plained that the Health Department considers Renick’s water
See “Lewisburg City Council” __ Page 2

The Fred Workman Bridge in Ronceverte.
(Photo RealWV)

“In 2021, the City was awarded a grant from Sen.
Capito’s office that allowed for an engineering study on
the bridge, which was utilized in the most recent appli-
cation,” said Mayor Deena Pack. “We anticipate that we
will be contacted soon to start moving forward on the
project. Necessary steps will include selecting an engi-
neering firm to oversee the project and work with the ad-
ministering federal agency to disperse funds as required.”

Pack says the city will work with CSX to ensure the
safe removal of the Fred Workman Bridge as it currently

Greenbrier County Commission
sets public hearing dates for

zoning ordinance updates
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stands before next obtaining the necessary permissions
to build a pedestrian bridge. While proposals to rehabili-
tate the current bridge and/or build a bridge capable of
vehicular traffic were considered, the most cost-effective
solution for which the city could obtain the funds was
for demolition of the current structure and construction
of a bridge that will allow pedestrian traffic to flow from

lar session on Tuesday
Feb. 10, and the commis-
sioners set hearing dates
to receive public input on
the proposed updates to
the county zoning ordi-
nance. The dates set were

downtown to the area
around the Island Park,
which contains river ac-
cess, sports fields, a dog
park, mini golf, picnic
shelters, a playground,
and a splash pad.

“The importance of
creating a bridge to con-
nect the Island Park and
downtown Ronceverte
cannot be overstated and
will be invaluable to the
City’s growth and suc-
cess for years to come,”
Pack noted.

She also thanked all
those who worked to-
gether with the city to
make the funding pos-
sible. “The City has
received significant en-
couragement from Re-
gion 4 and Ruthana Bee-
zley, Executive Director
of Greenbrier Valley
Economic Development
Corporation, as well as

See “Workman Bridge”
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Senator Shelley Moore
Capito speaks at the West
Virginia Annual Business
Summit at The Greenbrier
Resort in White Sulphur

Springs in 2025.
(Photo by Jenny Harnish
for RealWV)
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Tuesday, Mar. 3, at 6 p.m.,
and Wednesday, Mar. 4,
at 11 a.m. at the West Vir-
ginia State Fairgrounds
in the Underwood Build-
ing. Any member of the
public may attend and
be heard on the matter at

the public hearings. Writ-
ten comments will be ac-
cepted and made a part of
the record if they are received prior to the close of
the hearing on Mar. 4 by writing to: Kelly Banton,
Greenbrier County Commission, 912 Court Street
N, Lewisburg, WV 24901.

“The Greenbrier County Commission is in the
process of reviewing the zoning ordinance drafted
by the Greenbrier County Planning Commission,”
they explained in a social media post. “The Green-
brier County Commission wants your input as we
work with the public to provide comments to the
planning commission. Your input is wanted and ap-
preciated. This updated zoning ordinance only ap-
plies to zoned portions of the Lewisburg and Fort
Spring Districts.”

The summary of proposal states, “The proposed
update reorganizes, clarifies, and modernizes the or-
dinance text to better reflect current planning prac-
tices, applicable state law, and the needs of Green-

The proposed zoning map, which is also viewable online at www.
greenbriercounty.net/latest-news or directly at tinyurl.com/bdzsfbxc.

brier County; retains the existing zoning districts and
existing zoning map; replaces the text of the ordinance
to revise definitions, uses, procedures and performance
standards.”

The proposal itself states, in part, “Less than ten per-
cent of the land mass of Greenbrier County is subject to
the zoning ordinance, which is little changed from its
original adoption in 1978. Because many of the defini-
tions and concepts in the existing ordinance are outdated
the existing zoning ordinance will be replaced with a
zoning ordinance that retains the same map district di-
mensions of the prior zoning ordinance, with the excep-
tion of overlay districts and floating districts. The ex-
isting land use conditions have been studied, analyzed,
and discussed extensively by the County Commission,
the Planning Commission, and interested citizens dur-
ing the process for updating the comprehensive plan

See “Zoning Updates”___ Page 3

This Week in the House of Delegates

For the week ending Feb. 13, 2026

6708805 " 9337976

Members of the House of Delegates finished the week
by voting to leverage a tax credit that would bring in
private investment for small West Virginia businesses,
and the bill is in line to be the first completed legislation
of the session.

Delegates Passed Senate Bill 1, the West Virginia
First Small Business Growth Act, Feb. 13 after hav-
ing amended most of the provisions of its counterpart,
House Bill 4003, into the measure the previous day. The
bill would offer a limited tax credit against the West Vir-
ginia Insurance Premium Tax to financial institutions
that invest in state-certified growth funds. Only busi-
nesses principally operating in West Virginia with fewer
than 250 employees at the time of their application with
at least 60% of their workforce in the state would be
eligible to receive the funds, with the West Virginia De-
partment of Commerce overseeing the program.

“As someone who grew up in a family that owned
their own small business that paid for my education and

See “House of Delegates” __ Page 2
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Workman Bridge

Continued from Front Page

from local leaders who have written recommendation
letters. The City of Ronceverte has also been very lucky
that the wonderful team members in Senator Capito’s
office have been willing to meet with City officials mul-
tiple times over the last several years and have been in-
strumental in seeing the vision for the City of Roncev-
erte and working with the City to achieve those goals.

Sen. Capito shared her excitement for the project, say-
ing, “This project has been a long time coming, and it
will make an enormous difference for the people who
call Ronceverte home. Reestablishing this connection
will provide a safe route to Island Park, improve access
across downtown, and offer a critical evacuation option
for residents during flooding events. I’'m proud that I
could help in assisting in efforts to help move this proj-
ect forward, and I look forward to seeing the impact it
will have for years to come.”

Stay tuned to RealWV for updates as the demolition
and reconstruction project progresses.

Lewisburg City Council

Continued from Front Page

system separate from Lewisburg’s, despite an existing
operation and maintenance agreement between the two
municipalities. Because it is classified as a separate sys-
tem, Renick must meet certain testing and regulatory
requirements that it lacks the capacity and funding to
fulfill.

As aresult, Lewisburg will assume full ownership and
responsibility for the Renick system, including conduct-
ing required testing and meeting Health Department
standards. According to the September 2025 Finance
Committee minutes, “From a practical standpoint it
changes nothing. We will continue to bill their custom-
ers and maintain the system as we have for the last sev-
eral years, with the exception of adding a few testing
locations in the Town of Renick.”

City Manager Misty Hill emphasized that Lewisburg
“will not be going into debt over this” acquisition. The
Public Service Commission of West Virginia has already
approved the joint application and asset purchase agree-
ment.

Hill also presented her annual “Year in Review” re-
port to council.

During the Finance Committee report, delivered by
Councilmember Arron Seams, members approved a
$3,500 Arts and Humanities funding request from the
Greenbrier Valley Home and Garden Tour to support
advertising for the 2026 event. Council also approved
a $4,000 Video Lottery Grant request from Greenbrier
East High School Project Graduation to cover food ex-
penses for the event.

The next meeting of the Lewisburg City Council will
be held Tuesday, Mar. 17, at 7 p.m. at City Hall.

Man sentenced for
sexual assault

Michael Leon Baker, 50, was sentenced on Feb.
12 in Greenbrier County Circuit Court following his
conviction on multiple counts of third-degree sexual
assault.

The court ordered Baker to serve consecutive sen-
tences of one to five years on each of five counts.
The sentences for Counts 1, 3, and 5 will be served
in prison. Upon completion of those prison terms,
the sentences for Counts 7 and 9 will be served
through monitored home confinement.

In addition, Baker will be subject to 50 years of
extended supervision following the completion of
his incarceration and home confinement.

The charges stem from incidents that occurred be-
tween Jan. 1, 2005, and Dec. 31, 2006. According to
the indictment, Baker engaged in sexual intercourse
with a male child under the age of sixteen at the time
of the offenses.

The case was investigated by Deputy Alex Work-
man of the Greenbrier County Sheriff’s Department
and prosecuted by Ryan Blake. Greenbrier County
Prosecuting Attorney Nicole Campbell expressed
her appreciation for those who worked on the case
specifically Prosecutor Blake and Deputy Workman.

House of Delegates

Monongahela National
Forest announces
seasonal hiring

The Monongahela National Forest is hiring seasonal
employees for the upcoming recreation season and is
encouraging local residents to apply.

“Seasonal employees are essential to keeping the
Monongahela accessible and safe for our communities
and visitors,” said Cynthia Sandeno, forest supervisor.
“From maintaining campgrounds and trailheads to im-
proving signage and responding to visitor needs, sea-
sonal employees help ensure families can enjoy safe
weekend camping trips, hikers can confidently navigate
our trails, and everyone has a positive experience on
their public land.”

The Monongahela is recruiting for a variety of roles,
including:

* Recreation and visitor services

* Trail and facility maintenance

* Timber sale preparation

These positions are in addition to seasonal fire hire
events, already underway. Bringing on seasonal em-
ployees will help improve trails, campgrounds and fa-
cilities for safer, reliable and enjoyable recreation expe-
riences for all.

See “Seasonal Hiring” Page 3

Public Notice: Hotel
Occupancy Tax,
Greenbrier County Arts
& Recreation allocations

Applications are available as of Feb. 13 for the
Greenbrier County Arts & Recreation Grant Alloca-
tions. Applications can be picked up at the County
Commission office, Greenbrier County Courthouse,
downloaded at www.greenbriercounty.net or by call-
ing the Greenbrier County Commission office at 304-
647-6689 ext. 689. The applications are due back at
closing, 4 p.m., on Friday, Mar. 27, 2026.

Uses of Arts & Recreation Funds must be in com-
pliance with WV State Code §7-18-14. Also, under
the guidance and recommendations of the County
Commission. Funds may not be used for salaries/
wages.

WYVDEP accepting
applications for 2026
Make It Shine
Spring Cleanup

Applications are now being accepted for the 2026
West Virginia Make It Shine Statewide Cleanup. This
annual event is sponsored by the West Virginia Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection’s Rehabilitation En-
vironmental Action Plan (REAP) Program.

The cleanup will be held Apr. 6 through Apr. 19. The
Make It Shine program will provide resources such as
cleanup materials, waste hauling, and landfill fees to
community groups volunteering to conduct litter clean-
ups in state streams or on public lands. Applications
must be received by Friday, Mar. 6.

This event is completely dependent on volunteers.
Apply online by visiting dep.wv.gov. Once a proj-
ect is approved, REAP staff will coordinate deliv-
ery of cleanup supplies, waste hauling, and disposal.
For more information, contact Chris Cartwright at
christopher.j.cartwright@wv.gov or by phone at 304-
389-8389.

During last year’s cleanup, more than 3,800 volun-
teers from 143 groups removed 98 tons of litter from 99
acres of public land and 53 miles of streams. Volunteers
also collected 692 tires and remediated 89 illegal dumps.

REAP, whose motto is “Keeping WV Clean and
Green,” was created in 2005 and strives to clean up West
Virginia and rid the state of litter. The program empow-
ers citizens to take ownership of their communities by
providing technical, financial, and resource assistance in
cleanup and recycling efforts.

Continued from Front Page

everything else I needed, this is a bill that I just take a lot
of personal pride in,” said Judiciary Committee Chair-
man J.B. Akers, R-Kanawha, the lead sponsor of House
Bill 4003, in presenting the West Virginia First Small
Business Growth Act on the floor before the vote. “This
bill is focused on existing West Virginia businesses.
This is a promise that we have made that we’re going
to start focusing as much of our attention as possible on
existing West Virginia businesses, and this bill provides
them with the capitalization they need to grow.”

Akers said it would mirror a federal program already
successfully operating in 18 other states, including
Ohio, Kentucky and Pennsylvania.

“We’ve got private investors providing private capital
to private companies,” he said. “The government is not
involved in this other than ... as a safeguard and guard-
rails.”

House Majority Whip Marty Gearheart, R-Mercer,
who also serves as Chairman of the Subcommittee on
Revenue, spoke about the bill ahead of the vote as well.

“I don’t mind telling you that high finance is not nec-
essarily my specialty, and when I looked at this bill it
made my eyes spin just a little bit because there’s a lot
of detail here and there, but the reality is the impetus of
this bill is pretty simple,” Gearheart said. “It makes a
pool of capital available to West Virginia businesses that
currently cannot access that kind of capital.

“Businesses that are successful that have the oppor-
tunity to grow and become even more successful and
to expand what we do here now can have access to the

dollars in order to do that by means of this bill, and it
really is that simple.”

Finance Committee Chairman Vernon Criss, R-Wood,
spoke before the vote to explain how being in a border
county gives him the perspective that forms his urgency
for this initiative.

“We see a lot of this activity,” he said. “I look around
the room to Mason County and Cabell County and Jack-
son County; we see it all the time, we’re competing for
those people that live in our valley to locate their busi-
nesses on one side of the river or the other.

“Finally - finally - in the financial structure of our
state, we’re going to have the opportunity to help small
businesses.”

The bill passed by a vote of 87 to 3 and returns to the
Senate for its review. If the Senate approves, the bill will
be the first completed legislation of the 2026 regular ses-
sion and will go to the governor for action.

Also this week, the House unanimously approved:
House Bill 4011, which would allow expanded material
recycling; House Bill 4749, which was written and pre-
sented to the Legislature by a teenager who is in foster
care, and would expand the Foster Child Bill of Rights;
and House Bill 4089, which would require insurance
coverage for scalp cooling systems that preserve of hair
during chemotherapy treatment, also known as Jessica
Huffman’s Law.

The last day to introduce bills is Feb. 17, and 69
House bills have passed the House. The 60-day, regular
legislative session ends at midnight Mar. 14.

www.mountainmessenger.com

Greenbrier County
Schools announces Pre-K
and Kindergarten
registration dates

Greenbrier County Schools has scheduled regis-
tration events for families enrolling children in Pre-
K or Kindergarten for the 20262027 school year.

The first registration event will take place on
Tuesday, Mar. 24, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at New
River Community & Technical College’s Lewis-
burg Campus in the Ann & Kyle Fort Arts & Sci-
ences Building. A second session will be held on
Wednesday, Mar. 25, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., at
Western Greenbrier Middle School, 315 Timber-
wolf Drive, Crawley.

“We love meeting our new families, and these
registration days are such a great way to get every-
one started on the right foot. Our goal is to make
the process simple, welcoming, and stress-free.
We’re excited to help our youngest learners take
this first big step,” said Nancy Hanna, Associate
Superintendent.

Eligibility:

* Kindergarten: children who will be five years
old before July 1

* Pre K: children who will be four years old be-
fore July 1

Students who are already enrolled in a GCS Pre
K program will automatically be enrolled in kin-
dergarten at their home school district. Parents of
currently enrolled GCS Pre K students do not need
to attend one of the registration events.

Parents and guardians should bring the child’s
birth certificate, immunization record, proof of res-
idency, and custody papers, if applicable.

More information is available under the Enroll-
ment section at greenbriercountyschools.org. Fam-
ilies may call 304-647-7105 for Pre-K questions or
304-647-6470 for kindergarten assistance.

PICK OF THE LITTER

GEMMA
Gemma is an 11-month-old hound mix and
weighs 21 pounds

Abby is a one-year-old female mixed breed
and weighs 51 pounds

These and other animals are available at the
Greenbrier Humane Society, located at 151 Holi-
day Lane off of Rt. 60 West in Lewisburg. They
are closed Sunday and Monday, and are open
from 11 a.m. through 5 p.m. Tuesday through
Saturday.

Their cat adoption fee is $65 and covers
spay/neuter surgery, first kitty vaccinations,
rabies vaccine, de-worming, toe nail trim and
flea treatment.

Their dog adoption fee is $85 and covers
spay/neuter surgery, first dog vaccinations,
rabies vaccine, de-worming, toe nail trim, flea
bath and flea treatment.

Call 304-645-4775 for more information.

They also offer donation-based spay/neuter
vouchers, and clinics are filled on a first-come,
first-served basis. They use a lot of vets in the
area but the clinics fill up fast! Fill out an appli-
cation to help prevent animal overpopulation!
Call 304-645-4775 for more information.

DON'T SHOP+ ADOPT!
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Briefly

Williamsburg Shooting Match
delayed to February 21

The Williamsburg Shooting Match scheduled for
Feb. 7 has been delayed until Feb. 21 due to weather.
Concessions will open at 5 p.m. with the Match start-
ing at 6 p.m. The Jack Goodman Scholarship Shoot-
ing Match is set for Feb. 21. Hope to see you there.

Marriages

Caitlin Elizabeth Foster and Parker Matthew
Hendrick
Kristen Lashonda Kirk and Joshua Allan
Horrocks
Kaitlyn Nicole Cochran and Thomas Lee
Hurley IlI

Suits
New Cases from 2/11/26 to 2/18/26

New Civil Cases
Joseph Puccio v. Jeremy Oberley
U.S. Bank N.A., as Trustee for Residential Asset
Securities Corporation v. Corey Sexton
Phillip Suprenant v. Solak Builders, Inc

New Divorces
Grace Erin Hunter-Cannon and Cameron Ray
Hunter-Cannon
Trisha Lee Hanna and Derek Hanna
John Clark Anderson II and Chelsea Lynne
Anderson

Public Meetings

Rainelle Town Council
meetings are held every second and fourth Mon-
day of each month at 7 p.m. at Rainelle City Hall.
The public is invited to attend.

Greenbrier County Farmland

Protection Board

meets on the 4th Thursday of each month at 10:30
a.m. atthe Greenbrier County Courthouse, 912 Court
Street North, Lewisburg, WV 24901 in the County
Commission Meeting Room. The public is invited to
attend. Call 304-520-3221 for more information.

Renick Town Council

will meet on Monday, Mar. 2, at 7 p.m. at Renick

Town Hall. Agenda items include:

 Public Hearing Amended Asset Purchase of Water
System to The Town of Lewisburg

* Community Comments

 Approval of Minutes and Financial Reports

+ Old Business

* New Business

+ Appointment of Council Member to fill vacant spot

+ Other business

Lewisburg Planning Commission

will meet Thursday, March 5, at 5 p.m. in Paul R.

Cooley Council Chambers, 942 Washington Street,

West, to hear the following applications.

* Henrietta Rausenberger, 725 Washington St West
- minor subdivision, Tax Map 19, parcel 25

+ William Dwayne Hoover and Patricia Hoover, 311
Raven View - lot line adjustment

* Florian Schleiff, 170 Preston Blvd - Iot line
adjustment

» Approval of Minutes

+ Comments from the Public

« Comments from the Planning and Zoning Officer

+ Comments from the Commissioners

The next meeting scheduled for the Lewisburg Plan-

ning Commission will be held Thursday, April 2, at 5

p-m. with deadline of Wednesday, Mar. 11, at 10 a.m.

Greenbrier County Magistrate

Court Convictions
Jenna Hundley, White Sulphur Springs, possession of
a controlled substance, fine $200, NCP
Christopher Douglas Ambler, Rupert, domestic bat-
tery, jail 120 days - suspended and placed on 12
months unsupervised probation, NCP
James Matthew Walkup, Charmco, possession of
controlled substance, fine $100, NCP
Nicole Leigh Cary, Crawley, speeding, fine $20, NCP
Ethan Rodriguez, Lewisburg, indecent exposure, NCP
Romney Ann Callison, simple assault, fine $50, jail 21
days - suspended and placed on 9 months unsuper-
vised probation, NCP
Sabrina Kay Hash, Ronceverte, battery, fine $100,
NCP
James Gore, Rainelle, obstructing, fine $50, NCP
Deanna Marie Gladwell, Huntington, hunting without
permission, fine $30, GP

Seasonal Hiring

Continued from Page 2

“Seasonal jobs can be a first step into a natural resourc-
es career, a way to build experience, or simply a chance
to spend the summer working outside,” added Sandeno.
“These jobs directly support the recreation access and
outdoor traditions that matter so much here in West Vir-
ginia. We encourage anyone interested to apply.”

How to Apply: Applicants can view open job an-
nouncements and submit applications through USA-
JOBS.gov. Job announcements and descriptions will be
available beginning Feb. 20, 2026. Application periods,
qualifications, and start dates vary by position. Appli-
cants are encouraged to review job announcements care-
fully for deadlines and required materials.

To learn more about Forest Service careers, benefits
and upcoming hiring events, visit fs.usda.gov/working-
with-us/careers.

For the Record
Deeds

Corwin L. Ballard and Louise J. Ballard to Kevin L. An-
derson: 1.339 acres & 0.655 acres, Lewisburg District,
Map 23B/23B Parcel 0029 0000 6001.

Barry R. Sams and Mary P. Sams to David R. Sams: 1
acre, Fort Spring District, Map 12 Parcel 53.

David L. Atkins to Paula R. Guffey: 11.86 acres, Lew-
isburg District, Map 24 Parcel 0004-0001.

Lawrence E. Taylor, Melissa J. Taylor, Angela Sulttle,
Jane Denver, Samantha Tucker to Melissa J. Taylor:
1.60 acres, Irish Corner District, Map 4 Parcel 24.
Michael J. Salisbury and Joyce S. Salisbury to Salis-
bury Family Living Trust (By trustees): 2.493 acres,
Frankford District, Map 15 Parcel 0058 0001 6001.
Michael J. Salisbury and Joyce S. Salisbury (co-trust-
ees) to Salisbury Family Living Trust: memorandum
of trust.

Marsha M. McClung to J.D. Brackenrich: %z interest,
6.87 acres, Irish Corner District, Map 10 Parcel 0014.
Joshua Duncan and Christy Duncan to R.B.S. Inc.: 10
acres, 9.9 acres, 148.81 acres, White Sulphur District,
Map 14/15 Parcel 1/1.%.

Thalheim Inc. to Patrick R. Hanes and Elizabeth W.
Hanes: 0.486 acres, Lewisburg District, Map 12 Par-
cel 30.

Stephen R. Spangler to Mark A. Spangler: 1.393
acres, Frankford District, Map 14 Parcel 0068 0001.
John F. Leaberry (trustee) to Charles L. Kettler Revo-
cable Trust (by trustee): memorandum of trust.

Nancy L. Sartor (by AIF) to Shelburne Properties LLC:
1.21 acres, 0.341 acres, 9.56 acres, 0.54 acres, Ru-
pert District, Map 5/56G Parcel 127/3.1/.25

Patricia R. Bryant and Teresa L. Reynolds (co-succes-
sor trustees) to The Pines LLC: 15.93 acres, Meadow
Bluff District, Map 77 Parcel 7.

J. Wade Thomas and Evelyn Thomas to Gary S. White
Jr: lots 17-18, Williamsburg Dist. Map 42S parcel 84.85.
Blue Goose Farm LLP to Landvoight Maple: 3.16
acres, Fort Spring District, Map 13 Parcel 114.

Sally A. Baker and Sharon A. Schaefer to Gordon
Campbell and Tracy Morgan: 30 acres, Fort Spring
District, Map 7 Parcel 0018 0000.

Bitter End Property LLC to Linda L. Raabe: 0.12 acres,
Lewisburg District, Map 12 Parcel 118.

Sharon D. Ayers and Harvey Ayers to Russell C. Fun-
derburk and Jennifer Highlander: 2.38 acres, Meadow
Bluff District, Map 55L Parcel 0012 0000.

Joanna Barnett and Clarence J. Childers to Nicholas
Clarke and Savannah Rajguru: 0.201 acres, White
Sulphur District, Map 23E Parcel 57.

Johnnie Walker Jr. and Jotina R. Walker to Travis J.
Walker and Aleshia D. Walker: 5.91 acres, Blue Sul-
phur District, Map 14 Parcel part of 44.3.

Patricia A. Vandyke to James D. Vandyke: 30 acres
more or less, Irish Corner Dist. Map 16 Parcel 0040.
James D. Vandyke to James C. Vandyke and Lisa
Vandyke: 30 acres more or less, Irish Corner District,
Map 16 Parcel 0040.

Zoning Updates

Continued from Front Page

and drafting the proposed zoning ordinance. As part of
the comprehensive planning process, current land use
conditions were evaluated, and the needs of the commu-
nity were identified and an action plan for achieving the
community’s goals developed. During the comprehensive
planning process, several issues were identified: Protect-
ing natural resources, preserving community and historic
resources, sustainable development, developing adequate
recreational opportunities, promotion of cohesive and co-
ordinated development, middle market housing availabil-
ity and affordability and problems arising from ‘spot use’
and strip style development.”

The full study and report on zoning, including the zon-
ing map and proposed replacement zoning ordinance,
are available for review in the County Commission of-
fice located in the Courthouse, in county public libraries,
and are also available for viewing and download on the
county website at www.greenbriercounty.net.

Next, the Commission reviewed old business items,
which included the consideration of a request by the town
of Renick for annexation of the Thacker and Lewis Prop-
erties, and a motion was made and approved for this re-
quest.

The next item was the consideration of change or-
der for 911 tower maintenance and technical support to
change the Motorola contract. An executive session was
called at 10:20 a.m. to discuss this consideration with le-
gal counsel. At 10:32 a.m. the regular session resumed,
a motion was made to not approve the change order due
to improper subject matter. Commissioner Holliday then
made a motion to issue an RFP request to solicit bids to
cover the subject matter of the change order. This motion
was approved.

The commissioners then turned their attention to new
business which consisted of financial matters for ongo-
ing county projects. Region 4 Project Specialist Amanda
Smarr joined the meeting via Zoom to discuss a payment
resolution for the PSD 2 Phase 2 Waterline Extension
Project. The total amount requested for the resolution was
$613,763.23.

Smarr clarified that the specific portion requested from
the commission, to cover an invoice from the Thrasher
Group, was $75,075.30. The commissioners approved
this payment. Following Smarr’s request, they then ta-
bled the discussion on draw request #18 for the County
GigReady Broadband Project.

Next, the commissioners considered Engineering
Amendment #1, which proposed a $75,000 increase to
the project’s total cost, bringing the overall budget to
$1,400,500. Smarr explained that the additional funds
were needed for extra work identified by the engineers as
necessary for completing the project.

Smarr recommended that the commissioners wait to
approve the amendment until all bids were received,
which the commissioners agreed to, deciding to table the
request until that time.

Lastly, the commissioners approved the Sheriff’s De-
partment’s application for a Drunk Driving Prevention
Grant for Feb. 23 through May 26. The grant, totaling
$5,000, will fund DUI checkpoints.

The next Greenbrier County Commission meeting will
take place on Tuesday, Feb. 24.

WYV Secretary of State
Kris Warner says he
will not release
protected personal
voter information to

U.S. Dept. of Justice

WV Secretary of State Kris Warner recently an-
nounced that the WV Secretary of State’s Office will
not volunteer the release of personally identifying in-
formation (PII) of every registered West Virginian to
the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ).

The DOJ’s request, reportedly sent to almost every
state, seeks registered voters’ personal data including
their Social Security number, driver’s license number,
and other sensitive identifiers.

“West Virginians entrust me with their sensitive per-
sonal information. Turning it over to the federal gov-
ernment, which is contrary to State law, will simply not
happen,” Warner said. “State law is clear: voter lists
are available in a redacted format from my office, but
I’ll not be turning over any West Virginian’s protected
information.”

Warner emphasized that on Feb. 10 a Trump-ap-
pointed Federal Judge dismissed the DOJ’s lawsuit
against the Michigan Secretary of State who also re-
fused to turn over voters’ personal data. The Judge
ruled that no federal law, including the Help America
Vote Act, National Voter Registration Act, or Civil
Rights Act of 1960, give the DOJ authority to demand
and receive states’ unredacted voter registration files.

“My responsibility is first and foremost to the citi-
zens of West Virginia,” Warner added. “We will com-
ply with the law, which does not allow us to release
protected data. We have offered to work cooperatively
with the federal government to maintain the continu-
ity of elections nationwide, but the DOJ doesn’t have
authority to run a state’s elections. I support efforts
to strengthen election integrity, but I will not break
the law, give up our State’s rights, or compromise the
privacy of our citizens.”

The Secretary of State’s Office reports that in the last
nine years, more than 408,000 outdated, abandoned,
out of state, or otherwise ineligible voter registration
records have been cancelled. At the same time, more
than 350,000 new voter registrations have been added
to the rolls.

“The DOJ claims it wants to enforce voter list main-
tenance laws and receiving West Virginians’ personal
information is the way to do it,” Warner said. “I dare
say that the DOJ cannot do a better job than the 55
West Virginia county clerks who have accomplished
the herculean task of refreshing more than half of the
State’s voter rolls over the last 9 years, and continue
to do so on a daily basis.”

Warner reaffirmed that ensuring transparency in
elections does not require sacrificing the privacy
rights of voters.

“West Virginians expect secure elections and the
assurance that their personal information is protect-
ed,” Warner said. “That remains my commitment, and
I have no interest in turning over the entire State’s un-
redacted voter list for some brownie points from the
federal government. Indeed, we each have our roles
in election integrity, but this request is far outside the
federal government’s lane.”

Information on West Virginia elections can be
found at GoVoteWV.com.
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OBITUARIES

Kevin Roger
Schulrud

Kevin Roger Schulrud,
63, of Union passed away
Thursday, Feb. 12, 2026
surrounded by wife and
daughters following a bat-
tle with cancer.

Kevin was born on July
3, 1962 at Great Lakes, IL
to Roger Charles Schulrud
and the late Phyllis Irene
Boggs Law.

Kevin was a member of
the Union Church of Christ
and worked in maintenance
and was a handyman.

Survivors include his
wife Sarah Jane Jackson
Schulrud of Union; daugh-
ters, Jennifer Marie Schul-
rud of Ashland, KY, Tara
Nicol Bennett and husband
Mark of Ashland, KY and
Rona Kimberly Crook-
shanks and husband Billy
of Lewisburg; grandchil-
dren, Christopher Bennett,
Nicholas Bennett, Madisyn
Bennett, Emmalyn Ben-
nett, Camren Crookshanks
and Haylie Crookshanks;
sister, Kimberly Schulrud-
Grossmann and husband
Doug of Coronado, CA;
brother, Todd Schulrud
of Sweet Springs; sister,
Dawn Hoffmann and hus-
band Steve of Wausau, WI;
brother, John Schulrud of
Wausau, WI; three nieces
and one nephew.

There will be a private
service for the family.

Please send online con-
dolences by visiting www.
WallaceandWallaceFH.
com

Ann Virginia
Gieseke

Ann Virginia Gieseke
passed away peacefully on
Feb. 11, 2026, surrounded
by her loving family.

Born on Sept. 12, 1946,
in Salisbury, MD, Ann
was the daughter of Ger-
aldine and Levin Stan-
ley Dashiell. She shared
a lifelong and treasured
bond with her twin sister,
Charlotte Ethel Baldwin, a
relationship that remained
one of the greatest con-
stants in her life.

Ann was preceded in
death by her beloved
husband, Jerry Gieseke.
Together they built a life
rooted in love, dedication,
and family. Their greatest
blessing was their daugh-
ter, Kristin Ann Allen.

Ann devoted more than
20 years of her life to serv-
ing as an educator in Fair-
fax County, VA. Teaching
was more than a profes-
sion to her; it was her call-
ing. She believed deeply in
the power of education and
invested herself fully in
her students, encouraging
them to reach higher and
believe in their potential.

Beyond the classroom,
Ann lived a life of service.
She enjoyed volunteering
at the hospital and was a
devoted member of First
United Methodist Church
in South Charleston, WV.
Her faith and commitment
to helping others shaped
the way she lived and the
example she set for her
family.

She is survived by her
daughter, Kristin Ann
Allen, and son-in-law,
Shawn Allen; and her
cherished granddaughter,
Taylor Dashiell Allen,
who brought her immense
pride and joy.

She is also survived

by her twin sister, Char-
lotte Ethel Baldwin; her
nephews, Chuck Baldwin
(Kim), Matt Baldwin,
Charlie, Simon, Gavin,
and Spencer; her niece,
Paisley; and Susan Bald-
win, former spouse of
Chuck Baldwin.

Ann will be remembered
for her strength, her steady
presence, her servant’s
heart, and her unwavering
devotion to family. Her
legacy lives on through
the generations that follow
her and through the count-
less students and lives she
helped shape.

A private family me-
morial will be held in the
Spring of 2026.

In lieu of flowers, the
family requests donations
be made to Ronald Mc-
Donald House Charities of
Southwest Virginia, hon-
oring her lifelong commit-
ment to education, chil-
dren, and care for families
in need.

Please send online con-
dolences by visiting www.
WallaceandWallaceFH.
com

Douglas “Doug” D.
Fisk

Douglas “Doug” D.
Fisk, born in 1947 in Ron-
ceverte, WV, passed away
surrounded by the love of
his family. Born to Ralph
and Ann Erwin Fisk, Doug
grew up with the values of
kindness, hard work, and
service - principles that
guided him throughout his
life.

A proud graduate of
Greenbrier High School
and Marshall University,
Doug carried his deep love
for his community into
every role he filled. In his
earlier years, he worked
at Davis Stuart Children’s
Home, where he found
purpose in meeting the
needs of children and of-
fering support during some
of their most difficult mo-
ments. He later continued
his commitment to service
by working as a police of-
ficer, approaching the job
with compassion and integ-
rity. Doug concluded his
professional life as Direc-
tor of Lending at First Na-
tional Bank in Ronceverte,
where his warmth, fair-
ness, and steady presence
earned the trust of count-
less friends and neighbors.

After retirement, Doug
cherished the simple joy of
summer days spent on the
Greenbrier River. Whether
floating, fishing, or relax-
ing with friends and family,
he found peace in the wa-
ter and loved watching his
children and his beloved
grandson, Gavin, enjoy the
same river he held dear.

Doug was a devoted
husband, father, grandfa-
ther, brother, and friend.
He leaves behind his lov-
ing wife, Janice Lam-
bert Fisk; his children,
Michael (wife Rachel
and son Gavin), Mathew
(wife Leslie), and Emily
(husband Kenny); and his
sister, Debbie Bush. He is
preceded in death by his
parents and his brother,
Danny, whom he remem-
bered with great affection.

Known among family
and friends as the world’s
best bread maker, Doug
poured love into every-
thing he baked. His music
was another gift - he en-
joyed playing his guitar

and singing, often turning
quiet evenings into cher-
ished memories with the
sound of his voice and
strings. These cherished
moments have inspired so
many others to pursue their
passion for music.

To know Doug was to
know warmth, humor,
humility, and a generous
heart. His legacy lives on
in the countless lives he
touched, the moments he
made brighter, and the fam-
ily who loved him deeply.

He will be profoundly
missed and forever re-
membered.

A graveside service
for Doug will be held on
Feb. 28, at 1 p.m. at the
McLean Cemetery, Ron-
ceverte, with Rev. Stephen
Baldwin officiating.

Wallace & Wallace Fu-
neral Home in Ronceverte
is in charge of arrange-
ments. Please send online
condolences by visiting
www.WallaceandWallace-
FH.com

Robert Everett
Vass, Jr.
1948 — 2026

A 3 "

Robert Everett Vass, Jr.,
77, of Lewisburg, WV,
passed away on Friday,
Feb. 13, 2026.

Born May 11, 1948, in
Huntington, WV, Rob was
the son of the late Robert
E. “Bob” Vass, Sr. and the
late Heath McIntosh Vass.
He was a proud gradu-
ate of Huntington High
School and attended Mar-
shall University.

Rob lived for the people
around him. He was happi-
est when his home was full
of his children and grand-
children, and he carried
that same warmth every-
where he went. Walking
into a restaurant with him
was an event with so many
friendly stops that 20 min-
utes might pass before you
ever sat down. He knew
every back road and who
lived in every house, and
he loved to drive through
Lewisburg or Huntington,
recounting the memories
each place held.

Rob and his wife Liba
built a life full of those
connections. That his clos-
est friends at 77 were the
same ones he’d had as a
boy in Huntington says
everything about his loy-
alty. That his two former
wives, Libby Stephens and
Mimi Vass, remained close
friends until his passing
says just as much.

While Huntington made
him who he was, Green-
brier County, or God’s
Country as he called it, is
where he built his life. He
made his home in Lew-
isburg, where he became
a respected figure in the
community. He and Liba
treasured their time at the
Greenbrier Sporting Club,
where they built a close
circle of friends who be-
came like family.

Rob believed a com-
munity is something you
build, not just something
you live in. In 1993, he
developed the Greenbrier
Pines community and later
Jonah’s Landing, help-
ing create neighborhoods
where families could put
down roots. He served on
the Foundation Board of
the West Virginia School
of  Osteopathic Medi-
cine, contributing to the

advancement of medical
education in the state, and
was a longtime member of
Enslow Park Presbyterian
Church in Huntington and
later Ronceverte Presbyte-
rian Church.

Rob made his career
in insurance, but his real
work was taking care of
people. He started at Sta-
ats-Maclntosh, where he
rose to owner and presi-
dent, and built a specialty
serving the physicians
and medical practices of
West Virginia. As the firm
changed hands over the
years, first to McDonough
Caperton, then Acordia,
and finally Wells Fargo,
Rob remained a constant
for his clients, ultimately
retiring as Vice President.

He was preceded in
death by his parents; his
sister, Robin (Beth) Vass
Lutz; and his beloved
wife, Elizabeth “Liba” Ann
Sadler Vass, who passed
away in 2022.

Rob is survived by his
children, Robert E. Vass
I (Laura), Lisa Kather-
ine Burke (Dr. Michael
Burke), Trey C. Vass (Jai-
me), and Rowdy Galigher
Vass (Turner); his stepchil-
dren, Sarah Pinson Ezani-
dis (Peter), Rebecca Pin-
son, and Alexander Vence
(Dr. Lacey Vence); his sib-
lings, Frank (Hank) Mcln-
tosh Vass and Molly Vass
Lehman (Rob); his grand-
children, Aidan Burke,
Lainey Burke, Van Vass,
Emery Vass, and Robert E.
Vass IV (River); his step-
grandchildren, = Thomas
Vence and Eva Vence; and
numerous dear friends.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to the
organizations Rob cared
about deeply: West Vir-
ginia School of Osteopath-
ic Medicine Foundation,
HospiceCare of Greenbri-
er Valley, YMCA of Hun-
tington, Big Brothers Big
Sisters of the Tri-State, or
the Marshall Big Green
Scholarship Foundation.

Service details to be an-
nounced.

Online guestbook can
be signed, or condolences
may be sent to the Vass
family at www.morganth.
net. Arrangements en-
trusted to Morgan Funeral
Home, Lewisburg, WV.

Betty Smithson
Highlander

AN & TNRE

Betty Smithson High-
lander, 88, of Alderson,
WYV, passed away on
Monday, Feb. 16, 2026
at Peyton Hospice House
in Lewisburg, WV. Born
Apr. 16, 1937, in Alder-
son, she was the daugh-
ter of the late James A.
Smithson and Helen (He-
drick) Smithson.

Mrs. Highlander grew up
as a lifelong member of Old
Greenbrier Baptist Church
in Alderson, where she was
a familiar and cherished
presence in the commu-
nity. She graduated from
Alderson High School in
1955 and later from Con-
cord University, where she

earned a bachelor’s degree
in education. She worked
as a teacher at Alderson
Elementary School for the
majority of her career be-
fore retiring. In her free
time, she enjoyed crafting
and earned ribbons for her
handmade creations at lo-
cal festivals, along with
cooking and spending time
with her family.

Survivors include her
son, Jeffrey Highlander
of Alderson; daughter-in-
law, Maria Highlander of
Williamson, GA; three
granddaughters, Yldamar-
ie Turner and her husband,
Daniel, of Peachtree City,
GA, Elizabeth Timmins
and her husband, An-
drew, of Williamson, GA,
and Addison Highlander
of Williamson, GA; and
three great-grandchildren,
Evelyn Turner and Elaine
Turner of Peachtree City,
GA, and Ripken Timmins
of Williamson, GA.

In addition to her par-
ents, she is preceded in
death by her loving hus-
band of 62 years, Lyle
Coleman “Coco” High-
lander, and her son, Thom-
as Highlander.

Funeral Services will
be on Wednesday, Feb.
18, at 2 p.m. at Lobban
Funeral Home Chapel in
Alderson, WV with Pas-
tor Derek Hall officiating.
Burial will follow at the
Alderson Cemetery in Al-
derson. Friends may call
Wednesday, Feb. 18, from
1 to 2 p.m. at Lobban Fu-
neral Home Chapel in Al-
derson, WV.

Family and friends will
serve as pallbearers.

In the words of Betty
Highlander, “Mind your
mother, brush your teeth,
and say your prayers.”

Condolences and memo-
ries may be shared with the
Highlander family at www.
lobbanfh.com

Stuart Grant
Martin

Stuart Grant Martin, 41,
of Rupert passed away af-
ter a long illness at home
on Sunday, Feb. 15, 2026.
He was born on June 5,
1984, to William Harry
Martin and the late Kim-
berly Sue Clark Martin
at Ronceverte, WV. Stu-
art was a 2002 graduate
of North Davidson High
School, Welcome, NC.

He loved his video
games and was an avid
gamer. Stuart had a big
heart and tried to help any-
one he could. Even though
his health was in decline,
he always looked out for
his neighbors and family.
Stuart worked with his
dad from the time he was
five years old as stone ma-
son. Stuart struggled with
addiction for many years,
causing him to have a fast
decline in his health. His
dad was very proud of him
because he had overcome
his addiction and picked
up on the relationship they
had struggled with.

In addition to his mother,

Stuart is preceded in death
by grandparents Harry and
Cora Martin and Ron and
Mary Clark; uncle Buford
Martin; and aunt Nancy
Bragg.

Stuart is survived by
his father, William Harry
Martin (Debra); aunts An-
gie Walker, Willa Blevins,
Shirley Mills, Betty Dodd;
and uncles Bruce Martin
and Steve Martin.

Stuart will be cremated
and his remains will be
scattered with his mom.

Smathers Funeral Cha-
pel is honored to have
been entrusted to care for
Stuart and his family dur-
ing their time of need.

Online condolences may
be made at www.smathers-
funeralchapelinc.com

Karen Frances (Welch)
Stroup

Karen Frances (Welch)
Stroup, age 76, of Kear-
neysville, WV passed away
peacefully on Feb. 14,
2026 at home surrounded
by family. Karen was born
Nov. 15, 1949 to the late
Edgar and Audrey Welch
in Smoot, WV.

Karen is survived by her
only child, Allison (Jona-
than) Cadle-Adams and her
cherished  grandchildren,
Avery, Asher, Cameron,
Adalyn, Salina, and Sol.
She is also survived by her
nieces Robin Welch Mink
and Melissa (Randy) Welch
Phillips, her nephew Jere-
my Scott (Jennifer) Welch,
great-nieces Jenna (Nick)
Mendenhall and Saman-
tha (Tom) West and great-
nephew Josh (Megan)
Mink. Karen was grateful
to have an extended family
through her husband Paul.
Surviving are his son Steve
(Denyelle) Stroup, their
children Taylor Stroup and
Katie (Cody) Belt with son
Memphis.

Karen is preceded in
death by her husband,
Paul Stroup, her former
husband, Bruce Cadle, her
brother and sister-in-law,
Norman (Janice) Welch,
an infant sister Glenda,
infant grandson Anderson,
and numerous beloved
family members.

Throughout West Vir-
ginia, Karen was recog-
nized as an outstanding
educator. Karen received
a Bachelor of Science in
Elementary Education at
Concord University and
received her Masters De-
gree from Marshall Uni-
versity. She served as Prin-
cipal at 6 different schools
throughout her career and
taught classes at Concord
University, West Virginia
University and at Shepherd
University. She seamlessly
blended her academic ex-
cellence, empowering chil-
dren and students to pursue
their dreams, while always
being present to offer wis-
dom and encouragement.

Karen was a devoted
Christian and lived her
life as a reflection of her
faith. She attended church

Continued on Page 5
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Club & Church

General Andrew Lewis Chapter of DAR meets

L

Historian Ruth Sturgill (left) and Regent Debo-

rah Phillips

Regent Deborah Phillips called a special meet-
ing for Feb. 9 to plan for the upcoming 122nd
state conference of the WV Daughters of the

American Revolution (DAR). It is to be held Mar.
12 through Mar. 15 at The Greenbrier Hotel. The
chapters in DAR’s Southern District will host the

event. The General Andrew Lewis Chapter is one
of three chapters participating.

Those members enjoying a Dutch-treat lunch
prior to the meeting were: Doris Kasley, Brenda
Spencer, Linda Spencer, Karen Lee McClung,
Regent Deborah Phillips, former Regent Su-
zanne Cronquist, Suzanne Snyder, Ruth Sturgill,
Gretchen Lovett, Carol Olson, Jodie Nidey and

Judy Deegans.

Many decisions regarding our contributions to
the convention were made, and those members
present signed up for chores such as stuffing bags
and attending to registration and auction tables.
Linda and Brenda Spencer will head up decorat-
ing the tables. It was a productive meeting.

Church Bulletin

First Baptist Church of Rainelle Food
Pantry - distribution schedule

Feb. 28, Mar. 28, Apr. 25, May 23,
June 27, July 25, Aug. 22, Sept. 26,
Oct. 24, Nov. 21, & Dec. 19.

Food distribution is the fourth Saturday of each month, with
the exception of the holiday in November and December,
which will be the third Saturday. First Baptist Church of
Rainelle is located at 345 Seventh Street, Rainelle, WV. For
more information call 304-438-6311 or email FoodPantry-
FBCR@outlook.com

God’s Way Home Inc.

Our mission is to help men in our area suffering from drug
and alcohol addiction by teaching them who Jesus Christ is
and what he has done for them to set them free in his name
and through his blood. As well as, how to become effec-
tive and productive men. We are located at 477 Main Street,
Rainelle, WV. For more information, please contact Andrew
Bailes at 304-646-6655 or email andrew(@godswayhome.org

Obituaries

Continued from Page 4

Karen Frances (Welch)
Stroup
obituary continued
regularly growing up in
Greenbrier Co. She was
a pianist and a Sunday
school teacher. In her later
years, she enjoyed sing-
ing in the choir and thor-
oughly enjoyed fellowship
and friendship within her
women’s groups. Karen
was a phenomenal cook
and baker, a talented gar-
dener, a lover of all ani-
mals and an avid shopper.

Karen’s greatest joy
was her family. She loved
them deeply and whole-
heartedly. She made lov-
ing and lasting friendships
with many. Her legacy
will be cherished by all
who knew her.

The family would like
to express our gratitude to
Hospice of the Panhandle
for the excellent care she
received and to so many
friends and family for their
sincere love and support.

Services will be held on
Saturday, Feb. 21, at 5:30
p-m., at Fellowship Bible
Church, 160 Daniel Road,
Shenandoah Junction, WV
25442, with Pastor Van
Marsceau officiating and
a meal with the family to
follow.

The family will receive
friends 30 minutes prior to
service at the Church.

Inurnment  will take
place in her hometown, at
End of the Trail, Green-
briar County, WV, in the
Spring of 2026.

Additional service de-
tails are to be announced.

Condolences may be
expressed at www.eack-
les-spencerfuneralhome.
com

Carroll Ray
Nunnery

Carroll Ray Nunnery,
89, of Rupert, passed
away peacefully at his
home on Feb. 16, 2026.

Born on Nov. 6, 1936,
in Victor, he was the son
of Orlene Nunnery. In ad-
dition to his mother, he
was preceded in death by
his first wife, Kyle, and
two grandchildren.

Ray proudly served
his country in the United
States Air Force, retir-
ing after a dedicated ca-
reer of service. Follow-
ing his military service,
he worked as a service
manager at Goodyear
Tire Shop, where he was
known for his strong work
ethic and steady leader-
ship.

Ray had a lifelong pas-
sion for cars. Whether un-
der the hood, talking en-
gines and performance, or
simply appreciating a well-
kept vehicle, automobiles
were more than a hobby -
they were one of his great
joys. His knowledge, en-
thusiasm, and pride in a job
well done reflected the care
and precision he brought to
everything in life.

A man of deep faith and
fellowship, Ray was a de-
voted member of Bascom
United Methodist Church
in Rupert. His faith was
not only something he pro-
fessed, but something he
lived daily. He sought to
reflect the light of Jesus in
the way he treated others -
with kindness, generosity,
and a willing heart to help
wherever there was need.
Ray believed in serving
others quietly and faithful-
ly, allowing his actions to
speak louder than words.

He was also an active
member of The Single Ac-
tion Shooting Club, where
he enthusiastically partici-
pated in cowboy-action
shooting under the name
“The New River Kid.”
He enjoyed time on the
golf course and valued the
friendships and camarade-
rie found in the activities
he loved.

He is survived by his
loving wife, Wanda Kay
Osborne Nunnery; two
daughters, Joshawna Nun-
nery and Cassiopeia Da-
vidson; three sons, Aaron
Nunnery, Quentin Nun-
nery, and Pierce Nunnery;
his sister, Sharon Knox;
his brother, Bill Holley;
ten grandchildren; and
two great-grandchildren.
He leaves behind a legacy
of service, strength, faith,
and devotion to family.

A memorial service will
be held at a later date.

Online condolences may
be made to the family by
visiting www.wallaceand-
wallacefth.com

Wallace & Wallace,
Inc. of Rainelle, WV is in
charge of arrangements.

Carl Sylvester
Simmons, Sr.

Carl Sylvester Sim-
mons, Sr., 90, of Rainelle
passed away on Monday
evening, Feb. 16, 2026 at
Raleigh General Hospital,
Beckley.

He was born on Dec. 23,
1935 at Fort Spring, WV;
the son of the late Julian
Sylvester Simmons and
Myrtle Frances Hundley.

He is preceded in death
by his first wife, Wanda

Ruth Jones Simmons;
second wife, Reva Delo-
ris Simmons, a daughter,
Sherry Ann Simmons;
a granddaughter, Emily
Loudermilk; two broth-
ers, Terry Simmons and
Jimmy Simmons.

Carl was of the Apostol-
ic faith. He had worked at
the Meadow River Lum-
ber Company, Rainelle
Sewage Plant and was a
coal miner. He enjoyed
hunting, fishing and loved
his dog, Gizmo.

Survivors are 7 daugh-
ters, Sheila (Mike) Knight
of Flatwoods, WV, Char-
lene (Steve) Loudermilk
of Quinwood, Sandra
(Steven) McCoy of Leslie,
Darlene (Jackie) Hoover of
Summerfield, OH, Tammy
Hanna of Rainelle, Robin
(Allen) Martin of Rupert
and Diana (David) Cur-
rence of Rupert; 2 sons,
Ricky Simmons of Rainelle
and Carl S. Simmons, Jr. of
Rainelle; sisters, Jean Sim-
mons of Hines, Barbara
Bell of Rainelle, Bren-
da Goins of Sam Black
Church, Mary Simmons of
Kentucky and Linda Sloan
of Hines; brothers, Ronnie
Simmons of Virginia and
Garry Simmons of Hines;
several grandchildren;
great-grandchildren  and
great-great-grandchildren;
extended family.

Graveside service will be
at 2 p.m., Friday, Feb. 20,
at Wallace Memorial Cem-
etery, Clintonville with
Pastor Brady Ellis and Mr.
Jackie Hoover officiating.

Online condolences may
be made to the family by
visiting www.wallaceand-
wallaceth.com

Wallace &  Wallace,
Inc. of Rainelle, WV is in
charge of arrangements.

Robert (Bob) Mason
Weikle

Robert (Bob) Mason
Weikle, 88, of Crozet, VA
passed away on Tuesday,
Nov. 4, 2025 at his home
in Crozet, VA. His wife,
Patricia was at his side.
Bob was a devoted and
loving husband, a car-
ing and generous father,
and a doting grandfather.
He was a proud graduate
of West Virginia Univer-
sity, an avid golfer, a high
school basketball official,
and a talented and skillful
carpenter. He expressed his
love and affection for oth-
ers with his hands, by craft-
ing furniture, wooden toys,
chessboards, and many

other wonderful items.

Born May 19, 1937 in
Organ Cave, WV, he was
the oldest son of Mary
and Mason Weikle. He
is survived by his wife
of 65 years, Patricia Ann
(nee Fleshman) Weikle;
his son, Robert (Bobby)
Mason Weikle, II and his
wife, Dee Ann Burgess
Weikle of Crozet, VA; his
grandchildren, Elizabeth
Morgan Weikle, Madi-
son Taylor Weikle and
Lt. Richard Almon Ma-
son Weikle; his brothers
William Henry Weikle of
Organ Cave, WV, Doug-
las Weikle of Aurora, CO,
and Phillip Eugene Weikle
of Lewisburg, WV, and his
sister, Sue Ellen Kemp of
Roanoke, VA.

He attended the Green-
brier Military School upon
graduating from Green-
brier High School, Ronce-
verte, WV, in 1955. After
finishing his studies in
mathematics at West Vir-
ginia University, he com-
missioned into the United
States Army in 1961, serv-
ing in uniform for 21 years
including a tour of duty in
Vietnam where he would
receive the Bronze Star.
He retired from the Army
with the rank of Lieuten-
ant Colonel in 1982 and
continued his career as
a program manager with
Lockheed Aerospace until
his retirement in 1995.

Bob treated everyone he
knew and met with dig-
nity and respect. He was
generous and was always
ready to do for others in
need while not -calling
attention to himself. He
leaves a legacy his chil-
dren, family, and friends
will treasure.

A memorial service to
honor Bob, his life and his
service with Military Hon-
ors will be held at 2 p.m.
Saturday, Mar. 7, at Salem
Presbyterian Church, Or-
gan Cave, with Rev. Ste-
phen Baldwin officiating.

Jackie Edward
Dunbar, Sr.

Jackie Edward Dunbar,
Sr., 73, passed away on
Monday, Feb. 16, 2026, at
his home in Union, WV.
Born Feb. 28, 1952, in
Union, WV, he was the son
of Louise Dowdy Spangler
and the late Melvin Roscoe
Dunbar. Jackie was a U.S.
Army Veteran. He was a
hard worker throughout
his life, having worked in
the coal mines, doing con-
struction, at the rock quar-

ry, and most recently, as a
farmer. He was a jack of
all trades, as he also paint-
ed houses and worked on
cars. When he was young-
er, he enjoyed hunting, and
later in life enjoyed tell-
ing hunting stories from
his youth. Above all, he
loved spending time with
his family, especially his
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In addition to his fa-
ther, Jackie was preceded
in death by his wife, Joan
Carol Burns Dunbar.

In addition to his moth-
er, survivors include his
children, Jackie Dunbar,
Jr. and wife Sheila of
Union, Judy Humphreys
and husband Michael of
Union, and Joseph Dun-
bar and wife Rhonda of
Lindside; eight grand-
children, Jade Hefner
(Rob), Johnathan Dunbar
(Miranda), Jacy Hefner
(Colt), Hope Dunbar,
Brett Nester (Cheyenne),
Britt Teter (Logan), Little
Joe Dunbar (Brandy), and
Dakota Dunbar (Evalee);
great grandchildren, Jayla
Lindsey, Easton Thornton,
Bentley Smearman, Bran-
son Smearman, Jazmyne
Lindsey, Ezekiel Thorn-

ton, Jaxston Lindsey,
Addison Dunbar, Glacin
Nester, Forest Nester,

Xavier Dunbar, Mila Dun-
bar, Kendall Taylor, and
Baby Teter on the way.

Also surviving are his sib-
lings, Jimmy Dunbar (Lin-
da) of Union, Chris Dun-
bar (Charlene) of Union,
Leonard Dunbar (Debbie)
of Ronceverte, Roy Dun-
bar (Darlene) of Union,
Carl Dunbar (Paula) of
Lindside, Nancy Johnson
(Dennis) of Union, Hel-
en Trent of Union, Jesse
Dunbar of Union, Betty
Perrine (Bruce) of Sinks
Grove, and Mike Dunbar
(Joy) of Union; and many
nieces, nephews, extend-
ed family members, and
friends.

Funeral services will
be held at 1 p.m. on Fri-
day, Feb. 20, at Groves-
Mann Funeral Home in
Union, WV, with Pastor
Chris Dunbar officiating.
Burial will follow in the
New Lebanon Cemetery
in Pickaway, WV. Visita-
tion will be held from 12
noon until time of services
on Friday at the funeral
home.

James Dunbar, Chris
Dunbar, Roy Dunbar, Carl
Dunbar, Mike Dunbar,
and Leonard Dunbar will
serve as pallbearers.

Those wishing to send
online condolences or
would like to sign the
online guestbook, please
do so by visiting www.
groves-mann.com. Ar-
rangements by Groves-
Mann Funeral Home,
Union, WV.
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® h E t. I SF:LRE FOR RENT Protection your loved ones deserve ...
UICk Essentiais vowamneust || GUARANTEED
M I N I S T O R A G E . Cemhf/:ltery P 110tGGgeen' One Bedroom, Section 8 Apts. .
rier Memorial Gardens, Elderly 62+
Lewisburg, in the Garden HandicappZ:iyor Disabled, Llfe Insurance
3344 Houfnaggle Road Lewisburg, W\ 24901 » 304-645-1304 of Gethsemane. For more Regardless of Age.

All Utilities Included.

information call or text On Site Laundry Facilitates.

up to $30,000.00

FOUR $IZES TO CHOOSE FROM:

304-646-5223 with your Apply At
%10 - $40/mo, 10’ XI5~ $70/mo, | name and phone mumber | Hinton House Apts.
for a return call. 495 Stokes Drive. Imagine what $30,000.00 could mean to your family
X 10’ $60/m0. 1 X 20’ $80/m° Office Hours M-F 8-4. after you're gone - cash to help pay your funeral, medical
304-466-5299 bills or other final expenses.
@ Q.B' ¢ Guaranteed acceptance for ages 45 to 85*

Roherts’ Tree Service

Tree Trimming & Removal e Shrub Trimming
Lot Clearing ¢ Light Excavation Work
Bucket Truck Service o Chipper Service

Sewing Greenbricr, Monroe & Pocahontas, Counties

& { M FREE ESTIMATES! ¢ DISCOUNTS FOR VETERANS & SENIORS

Brandon Roberts, Owner
Frankford, WV » (304) 661-4086

robertstreeservicewv@gmail.com
WV 2271-9538
LICENSED & INSURED

* No medical exam, no health questions

* Lock in your rate for life

"yr,.{r/ﬂu
pLANNER

i trmy it S

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. Benefits reduced first two years.

Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L7700K; TN: LT70TN).
6236-0625

Prevent WV Suicide

Call 988-Suicide & Crisis Lifeline

Remember there is HOPE,
ask for HELP, choose LIFE

Find out how affordable this coverage can be —
Call for your FREE Information Kit

1-888-217-5559

Life55plus.info/WV

P Plus - you'll also get a FREE
Final Wishes Planner just for calling!

Lory Mae Dale AVIAGEN TURKEYS, INC.

BOOKKEEPING
& TAX SERVICE

Serving The Area Since 1986

All Tax Forms

Arbuckle Lane, Lewisburg, WV

304-645-6037

Office Hours: 10 AM - 6 PM

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
HR GENERALIST

GRE F NBRIER
Q—VALLEY FITNESS—§

Greenbrier Valley Fitness (SOUTH)
8486 Seneca Trail S.

Ronceverte, WV 24970
681-318-3340
Monday-Friday 5:00 A.M.-7:00 P.M.
Saturday 8:00 A.M.-1:00 PM. Closed Sunday

We are immediately hiring individuals for the position of HR Generalist. This
position will be responsible to Administers policies relating to all phases of
human resources activity..

JoB DESCRIPTION:
* Facilitate and advise cross-functional teams and as the primary contact
providing consultation for all human resources issues.
* Serve as a key conduit and communicator to business operations in all
phases of HR.
* Ensures organizational compliance with
implements best practices.

G.C. SALES

THE BUILDING LOT

Greenbrier Valley Fitness (NORTH)
213 Coleman Drive
Lewisburg, WV 24901
304-645-4000
Monday-Friday 6:00 A.M.-8:00 P.M.
Closed Saturday & Sunday
24/7 For Members With 24 Hour Access

regional regulations and

Candidates Must Also Possess:
« Strong understanding of HR laws and regulations.
+ Excellent communication and interpersonal skills.
+ Ability to manage multiple HR functions.
* Problem-solving and conflict resolution.
» Bachelor's degree (or equivalent) in human resources, business, or related
field
* Proven success working in an HR department
* Resourceful mindset and strong attention to detail
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= FOURTH WAY
PROPERTIES

Home, Office
and Apartment
Rentals
Available

BENEFITS: Aviagen provides a comprehensive benefits package designed to
support the healthcare and financial well-being of our employees. Aviagen
offers medical, dental, vision, life, AD&D, Employee Assistance Program
(EAP), Teladoc, Short-Term Disability, and Long-Term Disability coverage,
subject to the terms and conditions of Plan documents. Additionally, you will
be eligible for company observed paid Holidays and Paid Time Off (PTO) at a
rate of 14 days per year, prorated based on your hire date.

LOCALLY OWNED AND FAMILY OPERATED
CHECK WITH US BEFORE YOU BUY!

304-647-8180

LOCATED ON RT. 219 NORTH IN LEWISBURG
ACROSS FROM TUDOR'S BISCUIT WORLD
LewisBurg, WV

TO VIEW THE FULL JOB DESCRIPTION AND
REQUIREMENTS VISIT AND APPLY ONLINE AT:
HTTPS://WWW.AVIAGENTURKEYS.US/

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Call Terry
(304 641-8943

terry@4thwayproperties.com
Athwayproperties.com

=

The World’s First Hearing Aids
With Touchscreen Controls.

No tiny buttons. No apps. No prescriptions.

to get your 45-day
risk free trial.

Call 866-327-9323

Revolutionary technology with touchscreen control.
Hearing modes for any environment.

Multiple models to choose from.

Portable charging case.

48-hour battery life. At om X
UV cleaning.

Background noise
cancellation.

45-day risk free trial.

" Audien Hearing

HEALTH/MEDICAL

AUDIEN HEARING. The world’s first
hearing aid with touchscreen controls.
No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions.
45-day risk free trial. Free shipping.
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 million
happy customers. Call Audien 1-866-
327-9323

DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution
for anyone who struggles on the stairs,
is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call
AmeriGlide today! 1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and mobility
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the details!
1-855-405-3412  www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV

GET DISH SATELLITE TV + INTER-
NET! Free Install, Free HD-DVR Up-
grade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies,
Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS
HOME INTERNET WITH EARTHLINK.
Enjoy speeds from 5G and 4G LTE net-
works, no contracts, easy installation,

and data plans up to 300 GB. Call 844-
230-3640

MISCELLANEOUS

WANT TO FIRE YOUR BOSS IN
2026? For more information, go to
www.TrueFreedomAtLast.com or call
931-207-1301

JACUZZ| BATH REMODEL can install
a new, custom bath or shower in as little
as one day. For a limited time, waiving
ALL installation costs! (Additional terms
apply. Subject to change and vary by
dealer. (Offer ends 12/27/26.) Call
1-866-465-3017SUNSETTER. AMERI-
CA'S NUMBER ONE AWNING! Instant
shade at the touch of a button. Trans-
form your deck or patio into an outdoor
oasis. Up to 10-year limited warranty.
Call now and SAVE $350 today! 1-888-
485-5756

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage as the
largest carriers. No long-term contract,
no hidden fees and activation is free.
All plans feature unlimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month. For more in-
formation, call 1-855-615-6411

WE BUY 8,000 CARS A WEEK. Sell
your old, busted or junk car with no
hoops, haggles or headaches. Sell your
car to Peddle. Easy three step process.
Instant offer. Free pickup. Fast pay-
ment. Call 1-844-640-0583

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES
TODAY with a Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to receive a FREE
5-Year warranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-844-901-2301 today to

schedule a free quote. It's not just a
generator. It's a power move.

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam
or health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral and other final expenses. Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company-
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation
and service. Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600 Off for a
limited time! Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-1282

NO MORE CLEANING OUT GUT-
TERS. Guaranteed! LeafFilter is
backed by a no-clog guarantee and life-
time transferrable warranty. Call today
1-844-295-2840 to schedule a FREE
inspection and no obligation estimate.
Get 15% off your entire order. Plus, Mil-
itary & Seniors get an additional 10%
off. Limited time only. Restrictions ap-
ply, see representative for warranty and
offer details.

TRAVEL

YMT VACATIONS. Over 50 guided
tours available. Affordable, social and
stress-free travel designed for mature
travelers. Our tours include accom-
modations, transportation, baggage
handling, sightseeing, entrance fees,
a professional Tour Director and select
meals. For a limited time SAVE $250
on all tours. Call YMT today. 1-833-649-
1532

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011

Press|

ASSOCIATION « SERVICES « FOUNDATION
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Dutch Baus Restaurant

Lewisburg Elks Country Club at 368 Brush Rd., Lewisburg

WEEKEND SPECIAL

BLAckeNeD MaAHI MAHI

WitH LemoN DiL. Compounp BUTTER
Served With, Rice Pilaf, Salad, Vegetable and Bread

BEST

MONDAY - SUNDAY 11:00 am - 9:00 pm

g SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8:30 am - 9:00 pm
#l PHONE: 304.645.2723

February 20, 27, March 6, 13, 20 & 27
Community Hall
Schoolhouse Hotel

Behind Emmanuel United Methodist Church
Dry Creek Road, White Sulphur Springs

Tilapia, Scalloped Potatoes, Cole Slaw,
i, & Hard Rolls, Desserts, Drinks
4:30P.M. - 7:00P.M.
Adults $18
Children 5 or Younger FREE

Extra Piece of Tilapia $5

EAT-IN OR TAKE OUT!
Sponsored by Greenbrier Valley Council Knights of Columbus for the benefit of the
community, youth, church, service projects of the Greenbrier Valley Council
Knights of Columbus in cooperation with The Schoolhouse Hotel.

Same Menu! Same Great Culinary Staff!
Lots Of Great Volunteer Workers

Be prepared before the next power outage.

It’s not just

a generator.
It’s a power
move.

Receive a free 5-year warranty

with qualifying purchase*
- valued at $535.

Call 844-901-2301
to schedule your free quote!

GENERAC
e |

*Terms and Conditions apply.

SCRAMBLERS

solution

1. Aviate; 2. Binder
3. Stride; 4. Knead

Today’s Word
STARVED
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Dear Recycle Lady,

I want to recycle a large number of manila file folders.
Which bin do I put them in? Cardboard or office paper?
Thanks.

Organizer

Dear Organizer,

Manila file folders are recycled with cardboard. Be
sure to remove any metal fasteners or plastic labels. Most
manilla folders are made from an uncoated paper which
is biodegradable and recyclable. They do not contain
any plastic and usually don’t have any glossy coating,
which would make them non-recyclable. Be sure they
are clean and dry and don’t contain any contaminates
such as grease, food, liquids, or an excessive amount
of dirt and grime. These folders will be processed
and turned into a slurry mixture that will be spread
out to dry, then rolled into new sheets of paper, thus
reducing the use of virgin materials and supporting a
more sustainable cycle. There are several eco-friendly
alternatives to the traditional manila folders. Some are
made from bamboo, and others are made entirely from
post-consumer waste. Regardless of your choice, you
will be supporting brands committed to sustainability.

Dear Recycle Lady,
Are there any plastics that are compostable?
Composter

Dear Composter,

The only plastic that might be compostable is #7
plastic, but it is not suitable for homecomposting.
Number seven plastics require a modern, high-rate
composting facility for composting and there are very
few of these facilities. As you know, the number in the
recycle triangle symbol tells the type of chemicals that
make up a particular plastic, and #7 plastics are made
up of all the chemicals that don’t fit in one of the other
six categories. This makes composting difficult, and

impossible for home composting.

Dear Recycle Lady,
Do #1 and #2 plastics need to be put in separate bags

for curbside pick-up?
Separator

Dear Separator,

No, #1 and #2 plastics do not need to be put in separate
bags for curbside pick-up. They can be put in the
same bag. If you decide to take them to the Recycling
Center, #1 plastics go in the bin labeled #1 plastics, #2
plastics that are clear (can be easily seen through and
are not colored) go in the bin labeled #2 clear plastics
and #2 colored plastics go in the bin labeled #2 colored
plastics. Greenbrier Recycling Center only recycles #1
and #2 plastic bottles and jugs, and they must be more
than three inches high. Bottles smaller than this create
problems with bailing as they fall out or get stuck in
the machinery. To be a bottle or a jug, the top must
be smaller than the bottom. The tops of some bottles
appear to be the same size as the bottom, but when the
top/lid is removed it can be seen that the top is smaller
than the bottom.

Bad News: Ice in the Antarctic is melting, and
this threatens the life of the Antarctic fur seals and
the Weddell seals. These seals need ice for nesting,
breeding, and finding food. Researchers have found that
the seal population has greatly decreased since 1977.
(This Week Junior)

Interesting Information:The whale shark has more
than 3,000 tiny teeth, but it doesn’t use them to chew. It
just filters plankton!

Have questions about recycling, or interesting
information about recycling? Send questions or requests
Recyclelady7@gmail.com. Dear Recycle Lady is
sponsored jointly by the Greenbrier Recycling Center
and Greenworks Recycling.
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vacations

SAVE $250 ON ALL TOURS!

MORE THAN 50 GUIDED TOURS AVAILABLE

Grand Alaskan Cruise & Tour

12 DAYS INSIDE CABIN STARTING AT $3;549 $3,299*
BASED ON JUL 8, 2026 DEPARTURE

« Marvel at Alaska’s natural beauty in Denali National Park
- Visit Alaska’s the Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center
- Cruise Glacier Bay and Wrangell St. Elias National Park
- Travel through the legendary Inside Passage

HISTORIC

Hlstorlc Route 66 — 100th Anniversary

16 DAYS STARTING AT $4,099 $3,849*
BASED ON APR 18, 2026 DEPARTURE

- Visit must-see sights like the historic starting point of Route
66 in Chicago, the famous Cadillac Ranch in Amarillo, and the
“End of the Trail” sign in Santa Monica

- Explore natural wonders of the Grand Canyon, Petrified Forest
National Park, and the Painted Desert

- Discover Seligman, known as the “historic birthplace of Route
66,” and visit the vibrant Hotel EI Rancho in Gallup, where
Golden Age movie stars once stayed

CALL US: 1-833-649-1532

*Per person based on double occupancy & includes tax service/gov't fees.
Ask your Travel Consultant for terms & conditions. Add-on airfare with
transfers available for most major gateways.

(O,

By William “Skip” Deegans

Had it not been for Col. George Mathews Edgar
(shown) Lewisburg would most likely not look anything
like it does today. During the Civil War, Col. Edgar’s
battalion of Confederate soldiers wintered in Lewisburg.
Because most of the town’s residents were supportive
of the southern cause, the soldiers were treated kindly.
Lewisburg’s sympathies became well known to the
Federal officers in Charleston who sent out a raiding
party to “sack and burn Lewisburg.” A courier roused
Edgar at midnight to alert him of the approaching
soldiers. Edgar mobilized his battalion and headed west
to Handley’s Hill to ambush the enemy. He spread his
soldiers out to give the impression of a larger force than
he really had. The Federal force ran into his trap, was
“cut to pieces,” and surrendered.

Edgar was born in Monroe County in 1837 and
graduated fifth in his class at the Virginia Military
Institute (VMI). Following graduation he taught at
VMI and in Florida before enlisting in the Confederate
Army. From Florida, he was sent to Monroe County to
organize a battalion. He was severely wounded during
the Battle of Lewisburg in 1862, cared for by relatives
in the Withrow home (now the General Lewis Inn), and
taken away as a prisoner of war. Following the war,
Edgar continued to teach and became president of the
Seminary West of the Suwannee River (now Florida
State University), president of Arkansas Industrial
University (now University of Arkansas), and president
of Kentucky’s Franklin Female College.

Edgar returned to Lewisburg in 1907 to give a
lecture about Stonewall Jackson. During that visit, the
Greenbrier Independent reported that in 1863 the ladies
of Lewisburg presented Edgar with a sword for saving
their town. Edgar died in Paris, Kentucky, in 1913.

Sources: Greenbrier Independent, VMI, Florida
State University, University of Arkansas, The Battle of
Lewisburg by Richard L. Armstrong.

R&R SHOWS

GUN SHOW

SUMMERSVILLE, WV

SUMMERSVILLE CONVENTION CENTER

FEB 28t & MAR 15t

SATURDAY 9 AM - 5 PM
SUNDAY 9 AM - 3 PM

ADMISSION $7 PERSON*
*Automatically Enters Person In
Gun Drawing or cash giveaway
12 AND UNDER FREE WITH PAYING ADULT
2-DAY PASS $10
AVAILABLE IF PAID ON SATURDAY
INFORMATION OR RESERVATIONS:
WWW.RANDRGUNSHOWS.COM
304-575-6895 « 304-575-6865 « 304-575-6864

WVGUNSHOWS@GMAIL.COM




8 - Mountain Messenger — February 21, 2026 — The Weekend Paper For The Greenbrier Valley www.mountainmessenger.com

TANABIONANAEFASNEEKS2 026

WEEBRUARYS? 1

v

What consumers can do to support local farmers

A strong agricultural sector is vital to a healthy econ-
omy. Turbulence has affected local and national econo-
mies in recent years, and the global economy has en-
dured its own ups and downs during that span.

Though there’s no one-size-fits-all solution to eco-
nomic struggles, consumers can make a difference by
supporting local agricultural producers. A 2022 report
from researchers at Maryville University indicated
roughly 10 percent of workers across the United States
were employed in the agricultural sector, which the re-
port also noted contributes $7 trillion annually to the
national economy. Job creation and economic output
are two major reasons to support local farmers, and con-
sumers can do that in various ways.

 Shop local. The shop local movement can make a
notable impact on local economies, and it affects more
businesses than brick-and-mortar stores on Main Street.
Locally owned restaurants and grocers often source
their foods from local farmers, so patronizing such busi-
nesses supports those who set up shop on Main Street as
well as the farmers who stock their shelves and pantries.

* Purchase seasonal foods. The organization Green
America, which offers advice on how environmental
sustainability produces stronger economies, notes that
purchasing seasonal foods is a great way to support local
farmers. Farmers grow seasonal foods throughout the
year to take advantage of natural conditions. Consumers
who alter their purchasing habits with the seasons by
buying foods that are in-season are likely supporting lo-
cal agricultural producers. Read product labels to deter-
mine where foods are coming from. Non-seasonal foods
are likely imported from far away, which has a detri-
mental impact on the environment and local economies.

* Buy directly from local farms. Most consumers pur-
chase their food from grocery stores near their homes,
but it might be possible to purchase directly from local
farmers. Farmers may utilize e-commerce tools to sell

directly to local residents, and might even offer deliv- cial media, word-of-mouth recommendations or writing LIFE-CHANGING - FFA facilitates formative
experiences, altering the course of students’ lives
for the better.

ery services that are more convenient than driving to the  positive reviews through aggregators like Google Re-
nearest chain grocery store. views.

e Act as an advocate for local producers. Consumers A thriving agricultural sector benefits local econo-
have considerable power, and that power can be exer- mies, and consumers can do much to support the farm-
cised in numerous ways. Supporting restaurants that e€rs who operate in their towns.
source foods from local farmers is one way consumers

can exercise their power. But consumers also can advo- HO\X ] IS FF A

cate for local farmers by supporting legislation and can-

didates that prioritize building and supporting a strong
local agricultural sector. Consumers also can advocate l ’NI Ql lE?

for local farmers by sharing their experiences via so-

- The National FFA Or-  tion in developing future
ganization is shaping the leaders and advancing
next generation of lead- agricul.tu.ral education..
ers who will change the - Joining fo.rces with
world. supporters, National FFA

. Week encourages con-
- National FFA Week tributions that fuel pro-

serves as a dedicated pe- grams across all levels,
riod for FFA members to  spanning national initia-
amplify the impact of the tives to local endeavors.
National FFA Organiza- These contributions fos-

WHY IS NATIONAL FFA WEEK IMPORTANT? | | o st e o b o o tiestar

tion class.

CAREER-READINESS - FFA members develop
the necessary skills to continue their education in
college or to enter the workforce immediately.

GLOBAL PURPOSE - FFA prepares members to
be globally conscious citizens of their community,
their state, their country, and the world.

AGRICULTURAL FOCUS - FFA provides op-
portunities to demonstrate literacy, advocacy, and
technical skills in agriculture, food, and natural re-
sources.

ter grants, scholarships,
and the provision of offi-
cial blue jackets to mem-
bers in need.

- FFA chapters unite
with their communities
during this week, leading
diverse service projects
that give back and create
meaningful impacts.

JIM GLASS
FENCING COMPANY

Board | PVC | Split Rail | High Tensil
Woven Wire | Chain Link | Privacy | Guardrail

1148 Monroe Draft Rd, Ronceverte, WV
: 4.647.3671 * Cell 304.667.8656

NATIONAL

" | CORNERSTONE

HOMETOWN PRYUD.

123 SENECA TRAIL - FAIRLEA, WV 304-645-3133

We Saluté The Future
Farmers of America!

~COMPTON

@fﬁce Machine Company

267 Dawkins Drive, Suite B
Lewisburg, WV 24901
304-645-7428

>
NEATHAWK

LUMBER
Your Home Solution

Proud Supporter of FFA! MO RGAN

304.645.1351 FUNERAL HOME, INC.

3235 N. Jefferson Street, Lewisburg, WV 252 Montvue Drive, Lewisburg, WV 24901
FREE ESTIMATES! 304-645-1851 « www.morganfh.net « FB - morganfhwv
FREE JOBSITE CONSULTS! James “Richie” Holliday Il, CESP

Owner/Licensee in Charge
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Greenbrier East FFA members traveled to Indiana for the National FFA Convention & Expo, where Keilei Christian (pictured with award) received her American FFA

Degree.

Record crowd attends 98th National FFA Convention & Expo,
Celebrating Agricultural Education and Leadership

A record-setting 73,000-plus attendees came to In-
dianapolis this year from across the country to attend
the 98th National FFA Convention & Expo. The event
brought together tens of thousands of members, alum-
ni and supporters of the National FFA Organization, a
school-based national youth leadership development or-
ganization with more than 1,042,245 student members
in 9,407 local FFA chapters in all 50 states, Puerto Rico
and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

FFA transforms the lives of middle and high school
students through a combination of hands-on agricultur-
al education, work-based learning, and leadership and
life skills development. The annual convention offers
attendees the opportunity to explore careers, celebrate
their achievements, participate in service projects, and
more.

The Greenbrier East FFA Chapter made the journey
to Indianapolis, IN for the Convention, stopping at the
Ohio Heifer Center, the Indianapolis Zoo, ST Genetics,
Three Hills Rodeo, and more. During the Convention,
Keilei Christian received her American FFA Degree —
the highest honor an FFA member can achieve.

“Each year, the National FFA Convention & Expo re-
minds us of the incredible power of young leaders unit-
ed by purpose, and this year was truly one for the record
books,” said Christine White, National FFA Chief Pro-
gram Officer. “Welcoming more than 73,000 attendees
to Indianapolis, we not only celebrated agricultural edu-
cation but also witnessed members actively living our
mission through service, learning and leadership. The
energy, commitment and spirit we saw this week will
ripple far beyond Indianapolis and last month’s event.”

More than 3,000 FFA members participated in 28 off-
site service projects around central Indiana, serving at
local nonprofits to give back to the host city of Indianap-
olis. Many more also participated in an on-site service
project in the Expo Hall, braiding more than 70,000 feet
of paracord to make 1,541 dog leashes for IndyHumane.

Also at the Expo Hall, members had the opportunity
to meet more than 300 exhibitors representing a wide
range of industries, learning about more than 350 ca-
reers in agriculture. FFA members also participated in
off-site Career Success Tours, where they met commu-
nity members and learned about their businesses. More

than 13,000 students and teachers participated in 141
workshops, comprising 39 teacher workshops and 102
student workshops.

Two major announcements were made during this
year’s event. During the kickoff event, National FFA an-
nounced that the National FFA Convention & Expo will
continue to be held in Indianapolis through at least 2040,
making the conference the furthest-out booked conven-
tion in the city. Each year, the National FFA Convention
& Expo brings an estimated $40 million in economic
impact to Indianapolis. Then, during the final session of
the convention, the 2025-26 National FFA Officers were
announced. This team of six will lead the organization
for the next year:

* Trey Myers of Oklahoma was elected national presi-
dent. He is a former member of the Perkins Tryon FFA
Chapter.

e Lilly Nyland of Michigan was elected national sec-
retary. She is a former member of the Careerline Tech
Center FFA Chapter.

* Joey Nowotny of Delaware was elected eastern re-
gion vice president. He is a former member of the Laurel
FFA Chapter.

e Jael Cruikshank of Oregon was elected western re-
gion vice president. She is a former member of the Bend

Proud
Supporter L3
of FFA!

275 Plane View Dr., Lewisburg,
www.greenbriervet.com
304-645-1476

Brianne Williams, Cynthia Lightner,
Donna Piercy, Rebecca Baum and Susan Mohler

FFA Chapter.

* Wayne Williams of Tennessee was elected southern
region vice president. He is a former member of the
Woodbury FFA Chapter.

e Claire Woeppel of Nebraska was elected central
region vice president. She is a former member of the
Chambers FFA Chapter.

Additionally, 5,161 American FFA Degrees and 245
Honorary American FFA Degrees were awarded on
stage in Lucas Oil Stadium.

The 99th National Convention & Expo will take place
in Indianapolis from Oct. 21-24,2026. Visit convention.
ffa.org for more information.

The National FFA Organization is a school-based
national youth leadership development organization of
more than 1,042,245 student members as part of 9,207
local FFA chapters in all 50 states, Puerto Rico and the
U.S. Virgin Islands.

Lewisburg Veterinary

U @ Hospital, Inc.
TLEWISEURG' US Rt. 60 West,
Lewisburg, WV 24901

Proud Supporter of FFA

Mary Ann Mann DVM, MS
Monday - Friday 9AM-6PM

www.lewisburgvet.com ¢ 304-645-1434

422 EDGAR AVE., WEST, RONCEVERTE
304-647-5353

in the Greenbrier Valley.

Aviagen Turkeys is the world’s leading primary breeding company
developing pedigree lines for the global turkey industry.

www.aviagenturkeys.us

‘“Become a /@a/zt 075 /eeoz”m? e a)a/z// '

Aviagen Turkeys, Inc., 200 Sonoma Lane, Lewisburg, WV 24901

o)
= -;‘.‘4 4

e il

@,
Sl

v A, -
a8 S N




10 - Mountain Messenger — February 21, 2026 — The Weekend Paper For The Greenbrier Valley

S PORTS

www.mountainmessenger.com

This Week in Wrestling, Week 10: Historic Firsts - Oak Hill Dual, Red Dragon
Tournament, State Dual Wrestling Championships, and George Washington Tri-Dual

By Rob Frank

The opening shot:

Wow, what a week! Week ten of the 2025-2026
Greenbrier East Wrestling season is in the books, and
what a week it was: Epic wins, history made, new
wrestlers getting wins. Who could ask for more?

The Week in Review:

Oak Hill Dual: On Thursday, Feb. 5, the team traveled
to Oak Hill for a dual meet against Oak Hill High School.
Our young and growing team wrestled hard against an
established Oak Hill program. On the women’s side,
one of the most anticipated matches of the evening did
not occur due to illness. Oak Hill’s Kircyln Coleman
(ranked no. 1 in the women’s 120 lbs. weight class) was
scheduled to wrestle GEHS Maya Frank (ranked no. 5
in the women’s 120 Ibs. weight class). However, due
to illness, Ms. Coleman was not able to wrestle. GEHS
wishes her good health, and we look forward to seeing
her in the newly established women’s regional state
qualifying tournament. We thank the Oak Hill program
for inviting our entire team to wrestle at their facility.

Red Dragon Tournament: Old Man Winter once again
took to the mat, but this time it ended in a draw. The
Red Dragon Tournament, scheduled for Friday Feb.
6, was cancelled, but quickly rescheduled to Saturday,

Feb. 7. Take that Old Man Winter. The women braved
the icy roads to travel to St. Albans for the tournament.
As a team, the GEHS Spartan Women Wrestlers placed
third - another huge victory considering GEHS only has
wrestlers in half of the weight classes. Maya Frank and
Elizabeth Blankenship each went undefeated and earned
first place finishes. Freshman wrestler Ava Taylor took
fourth, and had the takedown of the tournament, pinning
her opponent after a blast double-leg takedown in the
third period. The hard fought match demonstrated
proficiency in all aspects of wrestling and shows how
Ava has responded to the coaching. We thank St. Albans
High School for hosting a great tournament and in being
persistent in not allowing Old Man Winter to get the
win.

A historic first! George Washington HS Women’s Tri-
Dual Tournament. After the Red Dragon Tournament,
the ladies turned around and traveled to Charleston
on Tuesday, Feb. 11 for a tri-dual against George
Washinton High School and Ohio’s Galia Academy.
This was a history making event. This was the first all-
women dual tournament in the history of Greenbrier
East High School. This class of wrestlers continues to
make history.

Freshmen Sativa Dunbrack and Eva Taylor earned
wins on the night. Following her pattern all season,
Izzy Blankenship won by pin. GEHS newcomer Piper
Baldwin, despite joining the team late in the season,
stepped on the mat and wrestled extremely well; in one
of her matches wrestling against the state’s third ranked
wrestler in her weight class.

After two quick pins earlier in the evening, Maya
Frank wrestled in the much anticipated match of the
night. Every wrestler and wrestling fan has watched
the movie Vision Quest. The movie tells the story of
the main character’s sacrifice and discipline as he drops
multiple weight classes to wrestle the best wrestler in the
state. Maya did the same in reverse, going up a weight
class (from 120 to 126) to wrestle George Washington’s
Presley Buckley, recognized as one of the best wrestlers
not only in the 126 pound weight class, but in the state
as a whole. There is a reason the match was saved till the
end, as it was definitely the main event of the evening.

Behind by three points going into the second Period,
Maya almost pinned Ms. Buckley, taking a 4 to 3
lead. Multiple “blood-time” stoppages occurred so
blood could be cleaned off of the wrestlers and the
mat. George Washington’s Presley Buckley eventually
got the win by an 8 to 4 decision. After the match, the
sportsmanship and respect that each wrestler had for the
other was evident as they discussed the upcoming State
Tournament and compared notes on their off season
training plans. This is the type of match that showcases

the best of what wrestling is. Congratulations to Maya
and to Presley for showcasing the strength of women’s
wrestling.

We thank Galia Academy and host team George
Washington High School for a great and historic dual
tournament.

WYV State Wrestling Dual Team Championship: The
WYV Fairgrounds were full of fans, media, and wrestlers
for the WV State Wrestling Dual Team Championship.
Congratulations to the 2026 WV Division II State Duals
Team Champion Ripley High School. In Division II
the following wrestlers earned Outstanding Wrestler
awards: Alex Rodriguez, Moorefield;Wyatt Wolanski,
Oak Glen; Bobby Minor, Point Pleasant; Landon
Burleson, Independence; Jackson Swingle, Keyser;
Cole Smith, Williamstown; Hunter Hughart, Herbert
Hoover; and Kendrick Durst, Ripley.

Congratulations to the 2026 WV Division [ State Duals
Team Champions - University High School. In Division
I the following wrestlers earned Outstanding Wrestler
awards:Chayden Johnson, Riverside; Tamarion West,
Woodrow Wilson; Mikey Logsdon, John Marshall;
Nathan Murphy, Parkersburg South; C. J. Carrodus,
Parkersburg; And Ethan Koloski, University.

Thanks to all those who attended and volunteered at
the event. We also thank our guest speakers Nick Hylton
and Noah Adams.

Wrestler of the Week, Week 10: Ava Taylor

One of the hallmarks of a successful student athlete is
the ability to learn and grow during a season. The ability
to receive and incorporate coaching is one of the most
important traits a wrestler can have. Freshman wrestler
Ava Taylor embodies the concept of coachability. When
Ava first came into the GEHS wrestling room, she had
never wrestled but committed to the steep learning curve
all new wrestlers face. Ava walked into the Red Dragon
Tournament with one win on the season and executed
what may have been the takedown of the tournament
- a very hard blast double-leg takedown, immediately
followed by a pin. During the match she displayed
the ability to take her opponent down, escape from
the bottom, survive pinning combinations, and work
pinning combinations of her own. She displayed these
same techniques in the George Washinton Tri-dual. She
is becoming a complete wrestler.

After the Red Dragon Tournament, we asked Ava
some questions.

1. Why Wrestle? 1 started wrestling to let some anger
out and give me something to do in the off season. [ hadn’t
really thought about wrestling until Izzy [Blankenship]

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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The GEHS Women’s Team heading to the George Washington Women’s Tri-Dual Tournament.

started pestering me about
it. I thought that it might
be a good way to keep
in shape for softball, and
Izzy convinced me to give
it a try.

2. What has been
the hardest thing about
learning a new sport? The
thing that has been hardest
formeto learn to do is keep
my head up and really put
weight on people and be
aggressive. The positions
and techniques you learn
in wrestling are sometimes
a bit different than what
you would expect. The
position of your head and
your toes can sometimes

make all of the difference.

3. What is the highlight
of your season so far? The
highlight of my season
so far was finally getting
another win and placing
4th.

4. How do you stay
motivated in a tough
sport? 1 tell myself that
all the practices are really
going to help me in my
matches and competing to
keep myself motivated.

5. Do you have any
advice for other young
women who may consider
wrestling? My advice to
other girls interested in
wrestling is to try your

best in practice and to
show up to practice so you
actually learn moves and
know what you’re doing
going into a match.

6. What are your goals
as a person, student, and
wrestler? My goals overall
in all aspects are to just
better myself as a person,
athlete, and student.

7. What are you going
to do after high school? 1
think after high school I’'m
going to go to college and
major in psychology and
criminology. I'm really
interested in  criminal
justice, and I think the
psychology part makes it

ENTERTAINIV[ENT

a lot more interesting.

With Ava’s attitude and
hard work, there is little
doubt she will be a success
on and off the mat.

Coming up Next:

Next week the men
compete in the Coalfield
Conference Invitational,
and the women travel
to Morgantown on
Valentines Day to wrestle
in the Cupid’s Revenge
Tournament.  Both the
men’s and  women’s
teams begin the process
of preparing for the
state qualifying regional
tournaments. Next week’s
article will give results
of the Cupid’s Revenge

Tournament and  the
Coalfield Conference
Invitational.

GEHS wrestling
matches are now

livestreamed and posted
on the Greenbrier East
Spartan Wrestling
Facebook page: /www.
facebook.com/groups/
1400059887620954.  If
you cannot join us live,
please join us online.

LEGAL

NOTICE
THE CORPORATION OF FALLING SPRING
a.k.a. TOWN OF RENICK

Notice is hereby given, pursuant to W.Va. Code § 8-12-17, that the Cor-
poration of Falling Spring a.k.a. the Town of Renick, a municipal cor-
poration, will hold a public hearing before the final vote on a proposed
resolution to sell its water distribution system to the City of Lewisburg
pursuant to a proposed Amended Asset Purchase Agreement by and
between the City of Lewisburg, West Virginia, and the Corporation of
Falling Spring, West Virginia, a.k.a. the Town of Renick.

The final vote on adoption of said proposed resolution shall be held in
the Renick Town Hall on March 2, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. Interested parties
may appear and be heard at such time with respect to the passage of
the proposed resolution. Copies of the proposed resolution and the pro-
posed Amended Asset Purchase Agreement are available at the Renick
Town Hall or Lewisburg City Hall.

LEGAL

Public Hearing
Lewisburg Board of Zoning Appeals
Thursday March 26, 2026
5:00 p.m.
Paul R. Cooley Council Chambers
942 Washington Street West
Lewisburg, West Virginia

The City of Lewisburg Board of Zoning Appeal will hold its regular
monthly meeting on Thursday, March 26, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. in Paul R.
Cooley Council Chambers to hear the following application.
1. Call to Order
2. Public Hearing, Variance request, Zoning Code 1363.17 for

Greenbrier Honda/Nissan, 1686 Jefferson Street North, Parcel

10-15-225 and parcel 10-15122. Request to create a new parcel

for Fencing, Landscaping and Screening of inventory
. Approval of the Minutes
. Comments from the Public
. Comments from the Planning and Zoning Officer
. Comments from the Commission
. Adjournment
The next Lewisburg Board of Zoning Appeal Meeting will be held on
Thursday, April 30, 2026, at 5:00 p.m.

LEGAL

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
GREENBRIER COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA
IN RE: Name Change from Jasmine Raye Blankenship to
Jasmine Raye Parkinson
Case # 26-D-17
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLICATION CHANGE OF NAME
PROCEEDING
FAMILY COURT OF GREENBRIER COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA
Notice is hereby given that on the 4th day of March, 2025 at 3:30
o’clock p.m., on said day, or as soon as the matter may be heard, Jas-
mine Raye Blankenship, will apply by Petition to the Family Court
of Greenbrier County, West Virginia, located at 912 Court Street N.,
Room EB-60, Lewisburg, WV 24901 for the entry of an order by
said court changing the name of her child or ward from Jasmine Raye
Blankenship to Jasmine Raye Parkinson, at which time and place
any interested person may appear and be heard, if they so desire.
You are hereby notified that this matter may be rescheduled without
further notice of publication.
A copy of said Petition can be obtained from the undersigned Clerk’s
office at 912 Court Street North, Lewisburg, West Virginia 24901.
Entered by the Clerk of the Court on this 5th day of February, 2026.
Jamie L Baker
Greenbrier County Circuit Cler]

~N N B W

Deputy Circuit Clerk. ,.

In accordance with W.Va. Code §8A-7-5, notice is hereby given that the Greenbrier County Commission

will meet to conduct public hearings regarding the recommendation to adopt an updated zoning ordinance.

Two public hearings will be held: Tuesday, March 3, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. and Wednesday, March 4, 2026

at 11:00 a.m. in the Underwood Building at the WV State Fairgrounds located at 947 Maplewood Ave.,

Lewisburg, WV.
Under consideration at the public hearings will be the proposed updated Greenbrier County
Zoning Ordinance as recommended by the Greenbrier County Planning Commission.
Summary of proposal: The proposed update reorganizes, clarifies, and modernizes the
ordinance text to better reflect current planning practices, applicable state law, and the needs
of Greenbrier County; retains the existing zoning districts and existing zoning map; replaces
the text of the ordinance to revise definitions, uses, procedures and performance standards.

The study and report on zoning, including the zoning map and proposed replacement zoning ordinance, are

available for review in the County Commission office located in the Courthouse, in county public libraries,

and are also available for viewing and download on the county website: www.greenbriercounty.net.

Any member of the public may attend and be heard on the matter at the public hearings. Written comments

will be accepted and made a part of the record if they are received prior to the close of the hearing on March

4,2026 by:

Kelly Banton

Greenbrier County Commission

912 Court Street N, Lewisburg

West Virginia 24901

LEGAL

The SOM International Festival will be held on Feb. 21 from 5:30 to
8:30 p.m. as a fundraiser for the WVSOM student chapter of DOCARE.

WVSOM International Festival will bring
global culture to Lewisburg February 21

Members of the public are invited to
sample international foods, view cultural
displays and hear live music representing
global traditions during an event on the
campus of the West Virginia School of
Osteopathic Medicine (WVSOM).

The International Festival, hosted
by the WVSOM student chapter of
DOCARE International, will take place
from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. on Feb. 21, in
the Conference Center in the WVSOM
Student Center. The cost to attend is $15.
The event is intended to help the chapter
pay for its spring medical service trip
tolquitos, Peru, where students will work
alongside local partners to help provide
medical care.

DOCARE International is a medical
outreach organization dedicated to
providing health care and education in
under-resourced communities around
the world.The organization offers
global experiences to students, resident
physicians and volunteers, giving them
a firsthand understanding of how social
and cultural circumstances influence

health.
The International Festival is the
WVSOM chapter’s largest annual

fundraiser. Hannah Povroznik, a Class
of 2028 student who serves as chapter
president, said the festival supports a trip
that will allow students to learn to provide
care in challenging circumstances.

“This vibrant event invites the campus
and local community to come together in
support of a mission that reaches beyond
borders,” Povroznik said. “By attending
the International Festival, guests are
not only enjoying a night of culture
and entertainment, they are helping to
empower future physicians and extending
compassionate care to communities that
need it most.

The festival also will feature silent and
live auctions, with items including seven
international vacations and a Siesta Key,
FL, vacation.

Funds raised will pay for medical
supplies and medications such as
antiparasitics for the Peru trip, which will
take place on Mar. 7-14.

Lewisburg.

Experience Greenbrier Valley
to celebrate 25 years

Experience Greenbrier Valley (formerly the Greenbrier Valley Convention and
Visitor’s Bureau) is celebrating 25 years of opera-tions, and they will be marking
the occasion with a Greater Greenbrier Chamber of Commerce Business After
Hours event on Thurs-day, Feb. 26, from 5 to 7 p.m. at the Visitor’s Center in

Join President and CEO Kara Dense, the Experience Greenbrier Valley Board
of Directors, and staff as they kick off a year of cele-bration. There will be drinks,
hors d’oeuvres, and conversation. Be among the first to see the 2026 Greenbrier
Valley Experience Guide featuring original artwork by Jeanne Brenneman. Bring
your coworkers and your business cards, we can’t wait to see you there!

Tariff Form No. 8
(RULE 23)

PUBLIC NOTICE OF CHANGE IN RATES WITH PROPOSED EFFECTIVE RATE

NOTICE is hereby given that Mountaineer Gas Company (Mountaineer), a public utility, has filed with
the PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF WEST VIRGINIA, a tariff containing increased rates, tolls
and charges for furnishing natural gas service to approximately 218,000 customers in Barbour, Berkeley,
Boone, Braxton, Brooke, Cabell, Calhoun, Clay, Doddridge, Fayette, Gilmer, Grant, Greenbrier, Hancock,
Hardy, Harrison, Jackson, Jefferson, Kanawha, Lewis, Lincoln, Logan, Marion, Marshall, Mason, McDow-
ell, Mercer, Mineral, Mingo, Monongalia, Monroe, Morgan, Nicholas, Ohio, Pendleton, Preston, Putnam,
Raleigh, Randolph, Ritchie, Roane, Summers, Tucker, Tyler, Upshur, Wayne, Wetzel, Wirt, Wood, and
Wyoming Counties in West Virginia.
The proposed increased rates and charges will become effective Thursday, March 5, 2026, unless otherwise
ordered by the Public Service Commission, and will produce, on a total Company basis, $26,793,000 an-
nually in additional revenues, or an overall average increase in revenues of approximately 8.44%. The
$26,793,000 consists of an increase in base rates of $43,764,000 and a decrease in the Company’s Infra-
structure Replacement and Expansion Program (“IREP”) of $16,971,000. The average monthly bill for the
various classes of customers will be changed as follows:

($) INCREASE (%) INCREASE
Residential $ 9.63 % 10.57
Commercial $ 1423 % 4.09
Large Commercial $1,058.29 % 1.31
Industrial $ 378.26 % 1.69
Resale $ 125.36 % 1.31
Other $ - % -

This increase incorporates the rate impact of the cumulative investment under the IREP that was placed into
service as of September 30, 2025. As a result, the Company proposes to reduce the IREP component of its
rates relating to that investment when the new base rates go into effect.

Resale customers of Mountaineer Gas Company include Canaan Valley Gas Company, Cardinal Natural
Gas Company, Hope Gas, Inc., Megan Oil and Gas Company, Inc., and City of Philippi.

The increases shown are based on averages of all customers in the indicated class. Individual customers
may receive increases that are greater or less than average. Furthermore, the requested rates and charges
are only a proposal and are subject to change (increases or decreases) by the Public Service Commission
in its review of this filing. Any increase in rates and charges will not become effective until authorized and
approved by the Public Service Commission. (If a hearing is scheduled, notice will be given of the time
and place of hearing.)

Anyone desiring to intervene and act as a party in the case should file on or before May 5, 2026, a Petition to
Intervene complying with the Commission rules on intervention in the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 150
C.S.R. I, unless otherwise modified by Commission order. The Commission may establish a final deadline
for intervention. Failure to timely protest or intervene can affect your rights to protest any rate increases
or to participate in future proceedings. Anyone desiring to protest should file a written protest as soon as
possible, although protests will be accepted by the Commission through the pendency of this proceeding.
All protests or requests to intervene should briefly state the reason for the protest or intervention. Requests
to intervene must comply with the Commission’s rules on intervention. All interventions may be mailed
and addressed to Karen Buckley, Executive Secretary, Public Service Commission of West Virginia, P.O.
Box 812, Charleston West Virginia 25323 or may be hand-delivered. Protests may be filed online through
the Commission website (wWww.psc.state.wv.us) using the “Submit a Comment” link or may be mailed to
the Executive

Secretary at the same address as above.

A complete copy of the Company’s tariff proposals and a representative of the Company to provide in-
formation concerning this tariff are available to all customers, prospective customers or their agents at the
following office of the Company:

501 56th Street SE, Charleston, WV 25304

A copy of this tariff is also available for public inspection at the office of the Executive Secretary of the

Public Service Commission at 201 Brooks Street, Charleston, West Virginia 25301.
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The Empress of the Blues comes to White Sulphur Springs:
Bessie Smith takes center stage at the library

. 2 ;.
Doris Fields performs as the legendary Bessie Smith.

The White Sulphur Springs Public Library will come
alive with the sound of the blues on Thursday, Feb.
26, at 6 p.m., when legendary performer Bessie Smith
(1892-1937) - or at least the next best thing - steps into
the spotlight. Known worldwide as “The Empress of

the Blues,” Smith will be brought to life by acclaimed
singer, actress, and historical reenactor Doris Fields,
whose powerful voice and commanding stage presence
have earned her a devoted following.

Bessie Smith was one of the most electrifying
entertainers of the early 20th century. As the highest paid
Black performer of the 1920s and 30s, she captivated
audiences with her unmistakable vocal fire, her soulful
phrasing, and her fearless command of the stage. She
sang, danced, acted, and even performed comedy -
touring the “Chitlin’ Circuit” and leaving a legacy that
continues to influence musicians across genres.

Her modern-day interpreter, Doris Fields - better
known as Lady D, West Virginia’s First Lady of Soul
- has been performing since the age of three. A singer,
songwriter, actress, director, and promoter, she has
spent more than two decades touring her celebrated one
woman show, The Lady and the Empress, which honors
Bessie Smith’s life and music with both artistry and
heart.

This performance is part of the West Virginia
Humanities Council’s History Alive! program, which
brings historical figures to life through carefully
researched character portrayals. These presentations
invite audiences not just to learn about history, but
to interact with it - asking questions, exploring
perspectives, and gaining insight into the people who
shaped our world. The program is available to nonprofit
organizations including libraries, museums, and

Tractor Supply announces a flock of animal-
friendly festivities launching this month

Two legs or four, fur or feathers, there’s something
for everyone during Tractor Supply’s February events,
including Chick Days, Animal Days and local Farm
Bash celebration on Saturday, Feb. 21

Tractor Supply Company, the largest rural lifestyle
retailer in the United States, announced today a dynamic
lineup of animal-focused events launching in February.
From everyone’s favorite Chick Days to the debut of
Animal Days, pet parents and animal owners can enjoy
savings, supplies, adoptions and in-store activities like
never before.

“Pets and animals are a big part of Life Out Here, and
we are eager to celebrate the role they play, whether on
the farm or ranch, or in our homes,” said Nicole Logan,
Senior Vice President, General Merchandise Manager at
Tractor Supply. “Through Animal Days and Chick Days,
Tractor Supply provides pet and animal owners with
access to all the products and resources they need, along
with valuable discounts, special savings and exciting
giveaways. We’re thrilled to kick off these events with a
Farm Bash celebration on Saturday, Feb. 21, that brings
our local communities together in honor of the animals
we love and care for every day.”

Tractor Supply’s Chick Days Chick Has Officially
Hatched

To kick off Tractor Supply’s annual Chick Days
event, the retailer invited social media followers to
name its Chick Days mascot. After narrowing thousands
of submissions down to 10, the public selected a clear
winner: Introducing Coop!

Coop is helping to spread the word that Chick Days
have hatched. For all customers looking to get started
with chicks or for those looking to grow their flock,
Tractor Supply’s live chicks, ducks and more poultry
breeds are now in stores. Customers can purchase birds
in store through Sept. 13, and online all year round,
while enjoying new breeds and products and exciting
offers from sponsors including Purina, Cluck & Co,
Nutrena, DuMOR, ImPECKables, Flock Party and
Nature’s Best Organics.

During Chick Days and beyond, Tractor Supply has
all the products, supplies, food, treats and toys to keep
all poultry breeds happy and healthy long after they
arrive home. And with experienced and insightful chick
experts on staff, Tractor Supply is the go-to Poultry
Place 365 days a year.

For more information on Chick Days,
TractorSupply.com/ChickDays.

visit

Tractor Supply Introduces Animal Days

To celebrate our passion for pets and animals of all
kinds, Tractor Supply is introducing Animal Days - a
nine-day savings celebration. From Feb. 21 through
Mar. 1, customers can enjoy exclusive deals on pet
and animal products, treats, toys, health and wellness
care and supplies. Animal Days features special offers,
including save 10% on feed and forage when you buy
dry dog or dry cat food, from both popular national
brands and trusted exclusive brands.

Whether their stomping grounds are the backyard or
the barnyard, Tractor Supply has an extensive assortment
of pet and animal products in store and online.

Starting Saturday, Feb. 21, customers can visit
tractorsupply.com/tsc/cms/digital-flyer to see additional
Animal Days offers.

Party with Leashed Pets and Animals During Farm Bash

On Saturday, Feb. 21, Tractor Supply stores nationwide
are hosting a Farm Bash to celebrate the start of Animal
Days. From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. local time, customers and
their leashed animals can stop by to enjoy dog and horse
treat tastings from 4health and Purina, special items
like limited-edition bandanas, surprise giveaways and
doorbuster deals, including $1 jumbo tennis balls from
Retriever. Local stores may have additional activities
and vendors, while 500 select Tractor Supply stores are
partnering with Petfinder to host a special dog adoption
event.

PepsiCo, Inc., a proud supporter of Tractor Supply’s
Animal Days, is also joining in the Farm Bash festivities
with $120,000 in donations to local animal shelters
across the country.

Visit your local Tractor Supply store to check out the

full Farm Bash lineup. To find a Tractor Supply store
near you, visit TractorSupply.com/StoreLocator.

About Tractor Supply Company:

For more than 85 years, Tractor Supply Company
has been passionate about serving the needs of
recreational farmers, ranchers, homeowners, gardeners,
pet enthusiasts and all those who enjoy living Life
Out Here. Tractor Supply is the largest rural lifestyle
retailer in the U.S., ranking 296 on the Fortune 500. The
Company’s more than 52,000 Team Members are known
for delivering legendary service and helping customers
pursue their passions, whether that means being closer
to the land, taking care of animals or living a hands-
on, DIY lifestyle. In store and online, Tractor Supply
provides what customers need - anytime, anywhere, any
way they choose at the low prices they deserve.

As part of the Company’s commitment to caring for
animals of all kinds, Tractor Supply is proud to include
Petsense by Tractor Supply, a pet specialty retailer, and
Allivet, a leading online pet pharmacy, in its family
of brands. Together, Tractor Supply is able to provide
comprehensive solutions for pet care, livestock wellness
and rural living, ensuring customers and their animals
thrive. From its stores to the customer’s doorstep,
Tractor Supply is here to serve and support Life Out
Here.

As of Dec. 27, 2025, the Company operated 2,395
Tractor Supply stores in 49 states and 207 Petsense by
Tractor Supply stores in 23 states. For more information,
visit www.tractorsupply.com and www.Petsense.com.

Hidden Rivers to be

shown at Lewis Theatre

HIDDEN RIVERS

Hidden Rivers will be shown at the Lewis
Theatre on Feb. 21.

Join the Greenbrier River Watershed Association
and Appalachian Headwaters for a free screening of
the nature documentary, Hidden Rivers, on Feb. 21 at
the Lewis Theatre. Grab a date, a friend, or a family
member and join us to learn about Appalachia’s unique
river ecosystems.

Admission is free, but donations will be accepted
to benefit the work of Greenbrier River Watershed
Association.

Ten years in the making, Hidden Rivers is Freshwaters
Ilustrated’s newest feature film that explores the rivers
and streams of the Southern Appalachian region,
North America’s most biologically rich waters. The
film follows the work of conservation biologists and
explorers throughout the region, and reveals both the
beauty and vulnerability of these ecosystems.

Doors open with a brief introduction by GRWA
president, Jenna Breeckner, from 5:30 to 6 p.m. The
film will run from 6 to 7 p.m. A film discussion with
appetizer style food is set for afterwards from 7 to 7:30
p-m.

Contact mcollins@appheadwaters.org or
greenbrierwatershed@gmail.com with questions.

historical societies.

Light refreshments will be served following the
performance. For questions, contact the White Sulphur
Springs Public Library at 304 536 1171. The library is
located at 344 W Main Street, White Sulphur Springs.

This program is made possible in part by the West
Virginia Humanities Council and the Seneca Trail
Charitable Foundation, Inc.

WV Dance Company
brings an evening of
concert dance to GVT

Greenbrier Valley Theatre (GVT) will host the West
Virginia Dance Company for a performance on Feb. 28
at 7:30 p.m. Founded in 1977, WV Dance Company
has been serving public venues, schools, colleges and
universities with entertaining and thought-provoking
performances and workshops through the language
of dance. Recognized for both artistic achievement
and excellence in arts education, WVDC has toured
throughout West Virginia, as well as 14 other states,
reaching tens of thousands of people each year. WV
Dance Company’s current concert program for public
venues has an evening that has something that people of
all ages can enjoy together.

The evening starts with a new work of choreography
“Purple Emergence” by Toneta Akers-Toler to a new
composition by Holden Akers-Toler based on the
traditions of Blues and Caribbean music genres.

“I have a long history and love for GVT”, says Toneta
Akers-Toler. “Many years ago, I created a movement
story for the GVT production of The Glass Menagerie in
2001. Many of our folks have a connection to Lewisburg
and the theatre. We love coming back to GVT.”

Next will be world renowned dance artist Gerri
Houlihan’s duet, “In Your Dreams”, which will be
performed by Dane Toney and Emily Dodrill Akers.
The first act will end with a group work by Houlihan
performed by the main company to the delightful music
of J. S. Bach. These works by Gerri Houlihan were
created in Miami on her dance company and have been
set on many dance companies and university programs.
This group work “Beyond Angels” can only be described
as uplifting and enjoyable.

After intermission three more works will finish out an
evening with highlights of joy, history, irony, intrigue and
entertaining moments to offer some unique adventures
for the entire audience. Dane Toney’s “Triptych” will
explore Wisdom, Boredom, and Balance to music of
J. S. Bach, Mark Davis and Michel Legrand. Donald
Laney, past co-artistic director of WVDC will follow
with a new solo that is always a highlight of WVDC’s
touring season. The evening closes with Donald Laney’s
“Bull Moose Special” that is performed to an original
story and music composition by Adam Booth. This
ending work with the powerful choreography that
depicts the story has been a work that audience members
everywhere have inquired for ways to experience again
and again.

All the dance artists will send the audience home with
their feet moving and their minds dancing! Dancers
Emily Dodrill Akers, Toneta Akers-Toler, Kristen
Fisher, Carsyn Harris, Bailey Heffernan, Donald Laney,
Chloe Mansheim, Owen Tidd and Dane Toney will
magically capture the many different styles of dance
during the evening. Troy Snyder, lighting design artist,
will add his talents to bring the evening to an experience
for all to remember. Costumes and props will add to the
kaleidoscopic visions of a multifaceted evening.

For tickets, visit https://gvtheatre.org/
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