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New partnership brings $150M rare earth investment
to Greenbrier County

By Zachery Miller

Following a press conference Wednesday, Secretary
of State Kris Warner outlined plans for a $150 million
private investment in West Virginia’s future through a
new partnership involving Greenbrier Smokeless Coal
Company of Rupert, Flash Metals USA of Houston,
Texas, and AmForge Corporation of Washington, DC.
The partnership will employ a patented process to ex-
tract rare earth minerals from millions of tons of coal
tailing in Greenbrier County.

Rare earth minerals are essential to the production of
everyday technologies such as cell phones and comput-
ers, but they are also critical to advanced technologies,
modern energy infrastructure, and national security sys-
tems.

“While there has been a lot of talk about developing
this technology, these companies have figured out how
to do this, do it at scale, and turn a profit,” Warner said.

Once fully operational, the Greenbrier County facil-

ity is expected to employ nearly 250 people. Additional
commitments for infrastructure and mineral develop-
ment investments are expected to support project expan-
sion and job growth throughout the state.

“Today we had county commissioners from Fayette,
Nicholas, Summers, and Greenbrier counties here,
knowing that we are going to have to call upon sur-
rounding counties for the workers that are going to be
needed to staff this facility,” Warner said.

While the group plans to initially source material
from permitted mine sites across West Virginia, mineral
offtake agreements are already in place with suppliers in
Greenland, Canada, and Cameroon. These agreements
will allow the Greenbrier County facility to process ad-
ditional critical minerals from international sources.

“The big thing is, there is a national defense implica-
tion to this, so we’re not depending on foreign countries.
We are reshoring this here to America, and frankly right
here in Greenbrier County,” Warner said. “It’s a hub-

and-spoke model, so the hub will be Greenbrier County.
It’s all starting here. They have nearly 10 million tons
of tailings at the Greenbrier Smokeless facility alone.”

Despite its controversial history in West Virginia, coal
slurry may prove to be one of the state’s most unexpect-
ed and valuable resources. Rare earth minerals will be
extracted directly from coal tailings through a process
that involves rapidly heating the material to approxi-
mately 1,800 degrees and then rapidly cooling it before
the rare earth minerals are separated.

“West Virginia will take a national lead on extract-
ing rare earth minerals from coal tailings, starting here
in Greenbrier County, and then expanding across the
state,” Warner said.

Warner also applauded Drew Horn, chief strategy of-
ficer and co-founder of AmForge, for his expertise in
rare earth minerals, and his role in developing the proj-
ect in West Virginia.

Medical care in the 13 colonies before the American Revolution

Two hundred fifty years ago, events were unfolding
that would change the course of history. The Continen-
tal Congress adopted the Declaration of Independence
on July 4, 1776, marking the colonies’ separation from
England and the eventual birth of the United States.

The early history of the country was marked by a
break with existing authority and a wave of innovation
that became a defining characteristic of the new nation.
The practice of medicine in the colonies reflected this
process. Just as the 13 colonies would be transformed
by revolution into the United States, traditional medi-
cal practice would gradually evolve into scientific medi-
cine.

Medical practice in the colonies began by imitating
European models brought by colonists. People could
consult a variety of healers. Physicians held the highest
status, diagnosing diseases and prescribing medications.

Those medicines were then mixed and compounded
by apothecaries. Barbers, also called barber-surgeons,
treated wounds, pulled teeth and performed other sur-
face treatments, including shaving and cutting hair.

The iconic barber pole originated in this era. Its red
spiral symbolized a blood-soaked bandage wrapped
around a pole, advertising the services available inside
the shop. Midwives assisted with childbirth and other
aspects of women'’s health.

In some ways, this arrangement resembles the modern
medical system, with a variety of professionals perform-
ing distinct roles. However, the reality was very differ-
ent.

Medicine in the colonial period was still based on the
humoral theory of health and disease, which dated back
to ancient Greece and remained largely unchanged since
medieval times. The theory of four humors is attributed
to Hippocrates of Cos, the “father of Western medicine,”

and was later expanded by the Greek physician Galen,
who practiced in the Roman Empire.

According to the theory, the body contains four fluids
that must remain in balance: blood, black bile, yellow
bile and phlegm. Physicians attempted to restore bal-
ance through diet, massage, sweating, purging, admin-
istering enemas and bleeding patients.

These ideas remained dominant for nearly 1,500
years. They were first seriously questioned in the 16th
century and were gradually displaced in the 18th and
19th centuries as anatomy, pathology, pharmacology
and microbiology began to develop.

There were two medical schools in the colonies: the
Teaching College of Philadelphia, now the University
of Pennsylvania, and King’s College in New York, now
Columbia University.

Affluent colonists could travel to Europe, particularly
to Edinburgh, Scotland, for medical training. However,
few could afford the cost of travel and years of study
abroad.

Formal medical education of the time was not espe-
cially innovative. It relied heavily on lectures and text-
book reading, often delivered verbatim to students.

Anatomical dissection was limited. A few bodies per
year were available in cities such as London and Edin-
burgh. These were typically executed criminals, whose
bodies were used for study as part of their punishment.
Because the bodies were not embalmed and dissection
techniques were limited, demonstrations were often un-
clear and still guided by outdated ideas from Galen.

Most practitioners, roughly 90%, did not receive
formal schooling. Instead, they trained as apprentices
under experienced physicians. While this increased
the number of practitioners, it also meant there was no
standardization or quality control. Anyone could claim

to be a physician and be-
gin practice, even without
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Health on July 1

The Robert C. Byrd Clinic, located on the West
Virginia School of Osteopathic Medicine (WVSOM)
campus, will become WVSOM Health on July 1.

Discussions about a comprehensive rebranding
initiative to more clearly align the clinic with WV-
SOM’s academic mission and to solidify the clinic’s
central role as the institution’s primary clinical train-
ing site took place in January. The WVSOM Board
of Governors approved the implementation plan to
restructure the Robert C. Byrd Clinic at its Mar. 27

“The transition of the Robert C. Byrd Clinic to
WVSOM Health is a milestone in the histories of
both institutions,” said WVSOM President James W.

Nemitz, Ph.D. “The restructuring and rebranding of

the clinic will better align the missions of both orga-

nizations to enhance patient care and education of

WVSOM medical students. I look forward to a new
era of health care in the Greenbrier Valley.”

training.
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becomes VSOM limited knowledge. About
Inside This Week 25% of infants died in

their first year, and nearly
one in eight women died
during childbirth, in part
because women had more
pregnancies at younger
ages.

Diseases such as small-
pox, typhus, malaria and
dysentery  were  wide-
spread, and physicians had
few effective treatments.
Isolating sick patients was
one of the most effective
measures, but overcrowd-
ing and inconsistent com-
pliance made this difficult.

Available remedies
were often ineffective.
Alcohol and opiates could
reduce pain but not elimi-

Peter J. Ward is a professor of neuroscience

nate it. Some treatments were harmful, including the use
of mercury for syphilis.

Access to reliable medical care was uncertain, espe-
cially as the colonies moved toward revolution. At the
same time, advances in science were beginning to re-
shape medicine.

Before those changes fully took hold, colonists would
endure the hardships of war.

Battlefield surgery and the Continental Army during
the American Revolution

The Revolutionary War began on April 19, 1775, with
the battles of Lexington and Concord. Combat relied
on firearms, but because single-shot muskets required
time to reload, soldiers often fought at close range with
swords and bayonets.

This resulted in a wide range of injuries. Army sur-
geons treated wounded soldiers while also managing
disease and poor sanitation in military camps.

If a bullet passed cleanly through a limb, surgeons
could cauterize the wound. Even in such cases, the risk
of death remained high because there was no under-
standing of infection and no antiseptic treatment.

If a bullet remained lodged in the body, surgeons at-
tempted to remove it using probes. Patients endured the
pain without effective anesthesia.

More severe injuries occurred when bullets shattered
bones. These fractures were difficult to treat, and con-
trolling blood loss was critical. Field amputations were
performed when necessary, though less frequently than
during the Civil War.

Surgeons used a tourniquet to restrict blood flow, cut
through tissue with a large knife and sawed through
bone. The remaining tissue was then repositioned and
sutured over the stump. Major blood vessels were tied
off to reduce bleeding.

This procedure carried a high risk of death. About half
of patients died from infection or shock following am-
putation.

Earlier treatments were even more harmful. Some
surgeons believed gunpowder toxins caused injury and

See “Medical Care”__ Page 2
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NRPOs to promote safety, sober boating
with Operation Dry Water checks during
July 4 weekend

The West Virginia Division of Natural Resources
(WVDNR) announced today that Natural Resources
Police officers will participate in Operation Dry Water,
a national awareness and enforcement campaign to pre-
vent alcohol- and drug-related incidents, injuries and
fatalities during the Fourth of July weekend.

The campaign, which runs July 4-6, is coordinated
nationally by the National Association of State Boating
Law Administrators and is produced under a grant from
the Sport Fish Restoration and Boating Trust Fund ad-
ministered by the U.S. Coast Guard. During the week-
end, WVDNR Police officers will patrol West Virginia’s
lakes, rivers and reservoirs looking for boaters whose
blood alcohol concentration (BAC) meets or exceeds
the legal limit of 0.08.

“We want everyone to have a great time on the water,
but safety has to come first,” said WVDNR Police Capt.
Warren Goodson. “Boating under the influence puts ev-
eryone at risk. If you plan to drink, plan ahead and des-
ignate a sober operator.”

Alcohol use remains the leading known contributing
factor in fatal boating incidents, according to the U.S.
Coast Guard. Impairment on the water is often intensi-
fied by sun, wind, vibration and wave motion, which
can quickly affect judgment, vision and balance.

Operating a boat with a BAC of 0.08 or higher is il-
legal under both state and federal law. BUI penalties
in West Virginia may include fines, jail time, boat im-
poundment and the loss of boating or driving privileges.

Since the launch of Operation Dry Water in 2009, law
enforcement officers have interacted with more than 3
million boaters and removed more than 7,400 impaired
operators from U.S. waterways. In 2024 alone, officers
from 485 agencies made 584 BUI arrests and more than
43,000 citations or warnings.

The WVDNR is also reminding boaters to:

* Check safety equipment before launching, including
navigation lights and horns.

» Wear a life jacket. In 2023, 87% of drowning victims
in recreational boating accidents were not wearing one.

* Avoid swimming near docks or boats connected to
shore power to reduce the risk of electric shock drown-
ing.

Boaters born after Dec. 31, 1986, must complete a
NASBLA-approved boating safety education course
before operating a motorboat or personal watercraft on
West Virginia waters. To learn more, visit WVdnr.gov/
boater-education. For more information about Opera-
tion Dry Water, visit operationdrywater.org.

Family Refuge Center to host annual
Poker Run

Fundraiser for Survivors of Domestic Violence

The Family Refuge Center (FRC) invites the commu-
nity to rev up their engines and rally behind survivors at
its S5th annual Poker Run Fundraiser on Saturday, July
25. Riders will kick off at the main office, travel the sce-
nic backroads into beautiful Monroe County, continue
through historic Hinton, and finish the loop back where
they started.

It’s a ride filled with mountain views, good company,
and support for survivors in our region. Motorcycle rid-
ers and car enthusiasts alike are welcome to join a day
filled with camaraderie, purpose, and powerful impact.
Participants will ride to multiple stops, collecting playing
cards along the route to build their best poker hand. Priz-
es will be awarded for both the best and the worst hands
and the first 50 participants will receive an event T-shirt.

Medical Care

Event Details:

* Date: July 25th, 2026

* Registration: Begins at 9am

* Location: FRC Main Office - 213 Coleman Drive,
Suite B4 Lewisburg, WV 24901

* Kickstands Up: 11:00am

* Entry Fee: $25.00 per rider - $10 second rider - $10
per extra hand

“This event brings together our community in a
unique, energetic way,” said Stephanie Moore at the
Family Refuge Center. “Every mile ridden and every
hand played helps us provide life-saving services to
those experiencing domestic violence.” Together, let’s
ride for safety, hope, and healing.

Thank you to our incredible 2026 Poker Run spon-

See “Poker Run”___ Page 3
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Mobile mammography
unit offers convenient
care throughout July

Vandalia Health’s Medicine in Motion initiative in-
cludes a sophisticated fleet of mobile medical units
designed to break down the barriers of geography
and transportation - bringing essential care directly to
people who need it.

Screening mammograms are one of the best tools for
detecting breast cancer in its earliest stages. The Mo-
bile Mammo Unit will offer convenient, walk-in mam-
mogram screenings to the public. All times are 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m.:

July 6 - CAMC Greenbrier Valley Medical Center
202 Maplewood Ave. Ronceverte

July 7 - Robert C Byrd Clinic, 1464 Jefferson St.,
N. Lewisburg

July 8 - CAMC Greenbrier Valley Medical Center
202 Maplewood Ave. Ronceverte

July 15 - CAMC Greenbrier Valley Medical Center
202 Maplewood Ave. Ronceverte

July 16 - CAMC Greenbrier Valley Medical Center
202 Maplewood Ave. Ronceverte

July 21 - Monroe Health Center - Union, 200
Health Center Dr.

Vandalia Health’s Mobile Mammography Unit pro-
vides a fast, easy and confidential way for individuals
to receive a screening, which is an important step in
early breast cancer detection. This community-fo-
cused event is open to the public. No appointment is
necessary.

You may be eligible for a mammogram if you are
a woman age 40 and older, have not had a mammo-
gram in the last 365 days, are not pregnant or breast-
feeding and are not experiencing breast issues such as
lumps, discharge or pain, you are encouraged to take
advantage of this opportunity for early detection of
breast cancer.

The Vandalia Health Mobile Medical Fleet is staffed
by experts and equipped with the same state-of-the-
art digital imaging technology as you would get at a
CAMC imaging facility for quick, convenient and ac-
curate screenings.

To schedule a mammogram, call 304-388-0015.
Pre-registration may be required by insurance.

poured boiling oil into wounds to neutralize them.

A 16th-century French surgeon, Ambroise Paré, de-
veloped a better method after running short of supplies.
He applied a mixture of egg whites, honey and turpen-
tine to wounds. Patients treated this way recovered more
often than those treated with boiling oil.

Paré¢ also reintroduced the practice of tying off blood
vessels rather than cauterizing entire wounds. Although
battlefield medicine remained limited during the Revo-
lutionary War, it benefited from these earlier advances.

Head and neck wounds were often fatal. In some cas-
es, surgeons treated skull fractures by removing bone
fragments pressing on the brain. They also performed
trepanation, cutting an opening in the skull to relieve
pressure or remove accumulated blood.

Although these injuries were severe, disease and poor
sanitation caused even more deaths. About 6,800 sol-
diers died from combat wounds, while disease account-
ed for between 17,000 and 20,000 deaths.

Infectious disease during and after the American Rev-
olution

Poor camp hygiene resulted from overcrowding, dif-
ficulty disposing of waste, food spoilage and exposure
to parasites such as lice, fleas and mosquitoes. Common
diseases included smallpox, typhus, malaria, dysentery,
venereal disease and pneumonia.

Smallpox was highly contagious and killed about one
in four infected individuals. The disease was introduced
to the Americas by Europeans and devastated Native
American populations who had no prior exposure.

An early form of prevention, inoculation, involved in-
troducing material from a smallpox sore into a healthy
person to trigger a mild infection and immunity. Be-
cause the material contained a live virus, the procedure
sometimes caused severe illness or death.

Even so, the mortality rate was about 2%, or one in
50, far lower than natural infection.

Inoculation was introduced in Boston by Cotton
Mather, who learned of the practice from an enslaved
man named Onesimus, who had seen it used in Africa.

During the war, George Washington and the Con-
tinental Congress ordered widespread inoculation of
troops. This helped reduce the impact of smallpox on
the Continental Army, which suffered fewer losses than
British and Hessian forces.

At the same time, advances in anatomy led to more
frequent post-mortem examinations. Physicians ob-
served direct physical damage to organs, including
brain hemorrhages, tumors and lung infections. These
findings challenged the humoral theory and contributed
to the development of the study of pathology.

However, these advances came too late for Washing-
ton. After developing a severe throat infection, he was
treated with repeated bloodletting. Physicians removed
about 2.5 quarts of blood in 12 hours, which contributed
to his death.

It was not until the 19th century that the true causes of
infectious disease were identified. Scientists discovered
bacteria and viruses and began to understand how in-
fections spread, particularly through the work of Louis
Pasteur.

Colonial American medicine lagged behind Europe’s,
particularly in France, Germany and Scotland. How-
ever, it was improving. The emphasis on observation,
experimentation and inquiry aligned with the period’s
Enlightenment ideals, characterized by reason, empiri-
cal evidence and the scientific method, setting the stage
for rapid advancement.

Peter J. Ward is a professor of neuroscience at the
West Virginia School of Osteopathic Medicine (WV-
SOM) in Lewisburg, WV.

For the fourth consecutive year, graduating stu-
dents at the West Virginia School of Osteopathic
Medicine (WVSOM) achieved a 100% residency
placement rate, with all 181 members of the Class
of 2026 receiving placements as resident physicians
following their completion of medical school.

James W. Nemitz, Ph.D., WVSOM’s president,
commended students for successfully overcoming
the challenges of a rigorous medical education.

“Achieving a 100% residency placement rate is
a testament to the dedication and resilience of the
members of the Class of 2026. Our students have met
the demands of medical school with professionalism
and determination, and their success reflects the hard
work they have invested during the past four years.
I am confident they will make valuable contribu-
tions to the communities they serve as physicians,”
Nemitz said.

WVSOM students achieve 100%
residency placement rate

A total of 82 students in the class entered primary
care residency programs, encompassing the fields of
family medicine, internal medicine and pediatrics.

Other popular specialties included emergency
medicine, with 27 students; psychiatry, with 17 stu-
dents; and general surgery and OB-GYN, with nine
students each.

A total of 34 students matched to residencies in
West Virginia, including placements at hospitals in
Bridgeport, Charleston, Huntington, Martinsburg,
Morgantown, Ronceverte and Wheeling.

Abigail Frank, D.O., WVSOM’s associate dean
of graduate medical education, praised students for
their commitment to careers in osteopathic medicine.

“We celebrate your years of dedication, late nights
and perseverance in becoming a physician,” Frank
said. “WVSOM is honored to have been part of your
path. We are incredibly proud of you.”

Buck is a
14 month-
old male
Terrier.

DELPHE

Delpheis a
3 year-old

Pyrenees,
great/coon-
hound mix.

These and other animals are available at the
Greenbrier Humane Society, located at 151 Holi-
day Lane off of Rt. 60 West in Lewisburg. They are
closed Sunday and Monday, and are open from 11
a.m. through 5 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday.

Their cat adoption fee is $65 and covers spay/
neuter surgery, first kitty vaccinations, rabies
vaccine, de-worming, toe nail trim and flea
treatment.

Their dog adoption fee is $85 and covers spay/
neuter surgery, first dog vaccinations, rabies vac-
cine, de-worming, toe nail trim, flea bath and
flea treatment.

Call 304-645-4775 for more information.

They also offer donation-based spay/neuter
vouchers, and clinics are filled on a first-come,
first-served basis. They use a lot of vets in the
area but the clinics fill up fast! Fill out an applica-
tion to help prevent animal overpopulation! Call
304-645-4775 for more information.

DON'T SHOP+ ADOPT!
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Briefly

Veterans Upward Bound Program
The Veterans Upward Bound Program is holding an
Intermediate Computer class on the New River Com-
munity and Technical College campus here in Lewis-
burg. This class will start on July 7, 2026, and finish
on Aug. 4, 2026, the time is from 4 to 6 p.m. on Tues-
days. THE CLASS IS FREE. Call me, Curtis Pauley,
for more information and to register. My phone num-
ber is (304) 646-0684.

U.S. Postal Service will be
closed in observance of
Independence Day, July 4

Self-service options are available in
many retail lobbies when
Post Offices are closed

West Virginia State
Police Holiday Traffic
enforcement

The West Virginia State Police will conduct statewide
traffic enforcement throughout the July 4th week in an
effort to keep motorists safe during holiday travel. Mo-
torists are urged to be patient as higher traffic volumes
are expected. Motorists should also use hands-free de-
vices while driving, observe posted speed limits, use
seatbelts and avoid alcoholic beverages when driving.

Motorists are also urged to pay attention when travel-
ing through construction/work zones as well as to move
over when approaching traffic stops or the presence of
emergency vehicles.

Suits
New Cases from 6/24/26 to 7/1/26

New Civil Cases
Joseph Murdock v. FCA US LLC
John Ratliff v. General Motors LLC
Casket Sales v. McCraw Funeral Home

New Divorces
Elias Lopez-Mendez and Renee Lopez-Mendez
Robert Dale Hart II and Melissa Waid

Public Meetings

Rainelle Town Council

meetings are held every second and fourth Monday
of each month at 7 p.m. at Rainelle City Hall. The
public is invited to attend.

Greenbrier County Farmland

Protection Board

meets on the 4th Thursday of each month at 10:30
a.m. at the Greenbrier County Courthouse, 912 Court
Street North, Lewisburg, WV 24901 in the County
Commission Meeting Room. The public is invited to
attend. Call 304-520-3221 for more information.

Greenbrier County Magistrate

Court Convictions
Morgan |. George, Meadow Bridge, failure to
maintain motor vehicle insurance, fine $200, NCP
Brian Brackenridge, Alderson, driving while li-
cense suspended or revoked, fine $100, GP
Ethan R. Elliott, Lancaster, OH, speeding, fine
$44, GP
Carlee R. Hamrick, Lewisburg, underage con-
sumption, fine $25, NCP
Ryan S. Kiser, Kingsport, TN, driving while license
suspended or revoked, fine $100, NCP
Debra Lynn Gallaher, White Sulphur Springs,
speeding, fine $50, GP
Bryan Standard, White Sulphur Springs, posses-
sion of a controlled substance without valid pre-
scription, fine $100, NCP
Melissa Elmira Bryant, Charmco, removal of dog
tag, collar or other identifying material, fine $50,
NCP
Alexis Yvonne Johnson, Frankford, DUI, fine
$100, jail 90 days - suspended, GP

Poker Run

sors. Agency of Choice, Almost Heaven Saunas, As-
cential Investments, CAM Construction, Caring Acres
Farms, Hersman’s Safety Products, Park Center Sport-
ing Goods, Masters Used Cars, McCoy Fencing and
Construction Co., Moore Than Clean by Stephanie, Tri-
County Wholesale Produce and W&M Lawn Care, LLC.
Your generosity fuels this event and strengthens our mis-
sion, helping us support survivors and families across
our community. We’re grateful for your partnership and
commitment to making a meaningful difference.

To register or learn more, visit please contact Tyranda
Martin at 304-645-6324.

THANK YOU FOR READING
THE MOUNTAIN MESSENGER

Continued from Page 2
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For the Record

Deeds

Hunter Frank Johnson Il et al; Trevor R. Burcroff et
al; Gloria S. Burcroff et al; Navin Sharma et al; Ran-
vinder K. Sharma et al; Nancy Speilman et al; Kris-
tin Ann Allen et al; Ann Virginia Dashiell Gieseke,
by executrix, et al; Lake Sworder et al; Akash R.
Ranabothu et al; Katherine B. Arvay, aka Katherine
Beth King, et al; Kerry L. Carmona, aka Kerry Lynn
King-Carmona, et al; Russell F. King Il et al; and
Marcia King, by executor, et al, Corrective deed, Ivy
Terrace Phase One, Lewisburg Corp. District, Map
16, multiple parcels

Ida Harris to Nicholas Martin Chuchvara, 1.15
acres, Meadow Bluff District, Map 0069, Parcel
0085

Melissa P. Piercy to Melissa P. Piercy et vir and
Curtis Piercy et ux, 1.69 acres and 0.28 acre, Blue
Sulphur District, Map 10/10, Parcels 100/121
Rodger Boggs, aka Milton Roger Boogs, et al and
Shirley J. Boggs et al to Dennis Wayne Boggs et al
and Nathaniel Boggs et al, 3.011 acres, Frankford
District, Map 14, Parcel 47

Edwin L. Childers et al and Elizabeth A. Childers et
al to Cassandra Childers et al and Edwina Childers
et al, 7.275 acres, more or less, Blue Sulphur Dis-
trict, Map 28, Parcel 0005

Anna R. Ziegler, substitute trustee to The Glenal-
fred Bennett Family Irrevocable Living Trust, 1.625
acres, White Sulphur District, Map 17, Parcel 0034-
0001-0000

Deborah Ruth Day, executrix of Lois M. Speiden to
Thomas Lee Brooks Jr., Lot 9, Block 4, Huddleston
Hills, White Sulphur Corp. Dist., Map 08, Parcel 216
Trevor R. Burcroff et ux and Gloria S. Burcroff et vir
to Trevor R. Burcroff Family Irrevocable Trust, Unit
224 of vy Terrace Town House Homes Subdivision,
Lewisburg Corporation District, Map 16, Parcel 115
Justin Doss et al., Daniel Doss et al., and Luke
Doss et al. to Timothy Friedel, 3.385 acres, Blue
Sulphur District, Map 20, Parcel 17.1

Mark A. Hunt, State Auditor by Appointee to Chris-
tine Asmann et al. and Thomas France et al.,
338.361-acre mineral deed, Irish Corner District,
Map 9999, Parcel 0025 3014

Mark A. Hunt, State Auditor by Appointee to WVTB
LLC, 1.656 acres, Blue Sulphur District, Map 27,
Parcel 0001 0002

Mark A. Hunt, State Auditor by Appointee to WVTB
LLC, 100.00 acres, Blue Sulphur District, Map 28,
Parcel 0001

Mark A. Hunt, State Auditor by Appointee to WVTB
LLC, 50.00 acres, Frankford District, Map 15, Par-
cel 0041

Mark A. Hunt, State Auditor by Appointee to WVTB
LLC, 16.45 acres, Lewisburg District, Map 6, Parcel
0028

Mark A. Hunt, State Auditor by Appointee to WVTB
LLC, 1.42 acres, Meadow BIuff District, Map 57,
Parcel 0034

Mark A. Hunt, State Auditor by Appointee to WVTB
LLC, 2.50 acres, Meadow Bluff District, Map 57,
Parcel 0006

Mark A. Hunt, State Auditor by Appointee to WVTB
LLC, 56.44 acres, Meadow Bluff District, Map 79,
Parcel 0009

Mark A. Hunt, State Auditor by Appointee to WVTB
LLC, Lots 3 and 4, Rainelle Corporation District,
Map 1, Parcel 0089 (Deed dated: June 11, 2026)
Mark A. Hunt, State Auditor by Appointee to Billy
Joe Boggs Jr., Lot 15, Ronceverte Corporation Dis-
trict, Map 10, Parcel 0189 (Deed dated: June 11,
2026)

Mark A. Hunt, State Auditor by Appointee to Darla
Kingery et al. and Greg Kingery et al., 232.88-acre
mineral deed, Irish Corner District, Map 9999, Par-
cel 0022 3014 (Deed dated: June 11, 2026)

wmnmtaim
essenger

Carl Turner to Tammy Lynn Feamster et al., Eliza-
beth Rae Stidom et al., and Jodie Sue Oxendine et
al., .23 acre, .320 acre, .23 acre, .45 acre, and .330
acre, Meadow BIuff District, Map 40, Parcels 38.2,
38.4, 38.6, and 38.7 (Deed dated: June 11, 2026)
Daniel John Bower to Corey Randall Howard, 1
acre, Ronceverte Corporation District, Map 13,
Parcel 32 (Deed dated: June 12, 2026)

David W. Terry to My Ruby Slippers LLC, 5.89
acres, Meadow BIuff District, Map 22, Parcel 48
(Deed dated: June 12, 2026)

Toni Lynn Thomas to Lucas McDowell Preston et
al., Emory V. Hoke Il et al., and Michael Funder-
burk et al., 25 acres, Falling Spring District, Map
68, Parcel 9.1 (Deed dated: June 12, 2026)
Peggy Williams to Elam L. Stoltzfus et al. and
Emma S. Stoltzfus et al., Four tracts, Williamsburg
District, Map 33, Parcels 41, 43, 85, and 85 (Deed
dated: June 12, 2026)

Hubert F. Blevins et al. and Carla K. Blevins et al.
to Matthew Marks et al. and Julia B. Marks et al.,
30.052 acres/Lot 6B, Lewisburg District, Map 14,
Parcel 0014-0007-0000 (Deed dated: June 12,
2026)

Seneca Trustees Inc. to Pennymac Loan Services
LLC, Lot 42, White Sulphur Corporation District,
Map 8, Parcel 0196 (Deed dated: June 12, 2026)
Willie Keaton Goodson Jr. et al. and Sandra J.
Goodson et al. to Willie Keaton Goodson lll, 3.831
acres, Irish Corner District, Map 1, Parcel 7 (Deed
dated: June 12, 2026)

David Fraser to Charles Deem, 0.50 acre on
Nicholas Road and one-half interest in water well,
Williamsburg District, Map 33, Parcel 0013-0001
(Deed dated: June 12, 2026)

Erika D. Henson, D.V.M. to Dennis L. Henson et
ux and Marlene K. Henson et vir, 2.54 acres, more
or less, Blue Sulphur District, Map 3, Parcel 55/1
(Deed dated: June 12, 2026)

Patricia A. Vaughan et vir and Marvin J. Vaughan et
virto EAC LLC, 52x69x52x66, 16x67, and 24.5x67
parcels, Rainelle Corporation District, Map 5, Par-
cels 0206, 0207, and 0208 (Deed dated: June 12,
2026)

Bradley Family 2014 Trust to Dede Talbolt, Lot 23,
Snead Phase Il, White Sulphur District, Map 36L,
Parcel 24 (Deed dated: June 15, 2026)

John P. Fink Jr, James HGughes, Randolph Mc-
Clure, and Deborah Chag to Matthew L. Williams
and Adrienne E. Williams: 8,000 square feet, Fort
Spring District, Map 12R Parcel 37.

Melvin A. Stein to Samuel I. McMillion, Theresa L.
McMillion, and John W. McMillion: 3.37 acres, An-
thony Creek District, Map 16 Parcel 16.

Elam L. Stoltzfus and Emma S. Stoltzfus to Dan-
iel Stoltzfus and Lydia Stoltzfus: 123.5 acres, Wil-
liamsburg District, Map 34 Parcel 21.

Kenneth B. Starcher to Laurie D. Starcher: 0.971
acres, Meadow Bluff District, Map 31 Parcel 47
My Ruby Slippers LLC to Tonya M. Lucas: Meadow
Bluff District, Map 3J Parcel 40/41.

Patrick B. Bailey to Curtis D. Bender and Tiffany L.
Wells: 3.86 acres, Anthony Creek District, Map 35E
Parcel 31.

Meadow River Hardwood Company LLC (AKA
Meadow River Hardwood Company) to Arc of Ap-
palachia: 262.55 acres, Blue Sulphur District, Map
16 Parcel 12.

Jack S. Roark to Tanja R. Hemric and Christina R.
Koon: 1.994 acres, Lewisburg District, Map 9 Par-
cel 42.

Robert E. Richardson and Susan V. Richardson
to Richard G. Proctor and Victoria A. Proctor: 5.58
acres, Lewisburg District, Map 26 Parcel 16.
Thomas A. Vance to Cynthia L. Vance: 0.298 acres,
Fort Spring District, Map 9H Parcel 193.

Meadow Investments LLC to Douglas A. Brinley:
0.23 acres, Fort Spring District, Map 9 Parcel 91.
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OBITUARIES

John Wesley
Stewart

John Wesley Stewart,
of Lewisburg, WV, passed
away in the comfort and
companionship of his
family.

Services will be inti-
mate and a Celebration of
Life will be planned at a
later date.

Please respect the fam-
ily’s wishes for privacy at
this time.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial donations in his
name may be made to
Hospice Care, 1265 Ma-
plewood Avenue, Lewis-
burg, WV 24901.

Wallace & Wallace Fu-
neral Home in Lewisburg
is in charge of arrange-
ments. Please send online
condolences by visiting
www.WallaceandWal-
laceFH.com

Jo Ann
Shortridge

Jo Ann Shortridge, 87,
went to her heavenly home
on the morning of June 26,
2026.

Born on Aug. 6, 1938,
in Baltimore, MD, Jo Ann
was the beloved daughter
of the late Louis P. and
Margaret Lenz. She grew
up in Baltimore, gradu-
ated from Western High
School, and spent most
of her life in Maryland.
While working at Sealtest
Dairy, she met the love of
her life, James “Jimmie”
Shortridge. They were
married in 1966 and shared
a devoted marriage until
his passing. In 1991, they
retired to the mountains
of West Virginia, where
they built a life filled with
faith, family, and cherished
friendships.

Jo Ann was a woman
of unwavering faith and a
member of the Frankford
United Methodist Church.
She faithfully read and
studied the Bible with
Jimmie and found great
joy in serving her church.
She especially enjoyed
the monthly fellowship
dinners and helping make
Easter eggs each spring.
She also lovingly created
dedication boxes for chil-
dren in the community,
quietly touching many
lives with her kindness
and generosity.

She found happiness
in life’s simple pleasures.
Ocean City, Maryland, held
a special place in her heart,
where she loved spending
time at the beach and en-
joying soft shell crabs. She
was an avid reader with a
special fondness for Har-
lequin romance novels.
She loved planting a gar-
den each spring and took
pride in canning tomatoes
and green beans from her
harvest.

Family was always at
the center of Jo Ann’s life.
Her homemade potato sal-
ad, prepared from a trea-
sured recipe handed down
through her German heri-
tage, and her sweet iced
tea became favorites at
family gatherings. Those
simple acts of love, shared
nd her table, created
ories that her family
forever treasure. She
had a special love for
s and deeply missed
beloved Bonnie, who
sed away in 2023.

Jo Ann was preceded in
death by her parents, Louis

P. and Margaret Lenz, her
beloved husband, James
“Jimmie” Shortridge, and
her brother, George Lenz.

She leaves to cherish
her memory her son, Dan-
iel Shortridge and wife
Amy, of Baltimore, MD,
her daughter, Kathy Short-
ridge Hunter and husband,
David, of Cornstalk, her
grandchildren, Emma and
Henry Shortridge of Balti-
more, MD, Charles Burke
and fiancée, Lyndsey Pre-
sley of NC, Amanda and
Tom Cannon of Cornstalk,
and LaTasha and Bran-
don Owens of Renick, her
great-grandchildren Cam-
eron Hunter Cannon, Dana
Cannon, Bryson Owens,
Abraham Owens and Char-
leigh Owens and her great-
great grandson, Jameson
Hunter Cannon; sisters-
in-law Loretta Anders and
husband Bobby, of Silver
Spring, MD, and Dorothy
Owens of Baltimore, MD;
along with many cherished
nieces, nephews, extended
family members, and dear
friends.

Jo Ann will be remem-
bered for her gentle heart,
steadfast faith, and uncon-
ditional love for her family,
She found joy not in grand
things, but in the everyday
blessings of life - a garden
in bloom, a good book, a
meal shared with loved
ones, and the opportunity
to serve others. Her quiet
kindness, warm smile, and
loving spirit will continue
to live on in the hearts of
all who knew her.

Though  her family
grieves her passing, they
rejoice in knowing she is
reunited with her beloved
Jimmie and is forever at
peace in the presence of
her Lord and Savior.

Services celebrating the
life of Jo Ann will be held
on Saturday, July 11, at 2
p-m. at the Wallace & Wal-
lace Mausoleum in Clin-
tonville. Visitation with
the family will be from 1
to 2 p.m., immediately pre-
ceding the service.

Wallace & Wallace Fu-
neral Home in Lewisburg
is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Please send online con-
dolences by visiting www.
WallaceandWallaceFH.
com

Marcia (Marti) N.
Marshall

Marcia (Marti) N. Mar-
shall, 79, of Lykens, for-
merly of Renick, WYV,
passed away Friday, June
19, 2026 at the Tremont
Health and Rehabilitation
Center.

Marcia was born in Al-
legheny County on Sat-
urday, Aug. 3, 1946, the
only daughter of the late
Marion and Wanda Byrd
Newton.

Marcia was employed
as an assistant news editor
with the Mountain Mes-
senger, a local newspaper
in Lewisburg, WV. She
also served as a Director
of Flood Outreach and
Recovery in Greenbrier
County after the flood in
1985.

Marcia will be remem-
bered as a creative spirit
and fabulous artist. She
had a talent for sculpt-
ing, painting, and jewelry
making.

In addition to her par-
ents, she was preceded
in death by her husband,
George Thomas Marshall.

Surviving are her two
daughters, Rebecca M.
Heilman and her husband
Jeff Heilman, Lykens, PA
and Mary M. Lee and her
husband Steven A. Lee,
Moscow, ID; seven grand-
children, Brandon Powell,
Elizabeth Kirby and her
husband Adam, Gabriella
Knight, Thomas Adams,
Ian Lee, Duncan Lee and
Jasper Lee; and four great-
grandchildren,  Kimber
Lilly, Kendall Lilly, John
David Lilly and Kennedy
Kirby.

A Celebration of Mar-
cia’s Life will be held at the
convenience of the family.

The Dimon Funeral
Home & Cremation Ser-
vices Inc., Tower City,
is honored to serve the
Marshall family. To send
condolences, visit wWww.
dimonfuneralhome.com

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions of sympathy can be
made to The Nature Con-
servancy.

James Lee
Griffey
July 26, 1955 —
June 28, 2026

James Lee “Jimmy”
Griffey, born on July 26,
1955, in Akron, Ohio,
passed away peacefully at
the age of 70 on June 28,
2026 at the Seneca Trail
Healthcare Center in Lew-
isburg, WV.

His mother, Ruby Lou-
ise Griffey, survives him.
He was a beloved brother
to his sisters: Rita Anti-
noro, Debbie Griffey, and
Mary Emrick.

Jimmy is preceded in
death by his father, James
Robert Griffey. Also re-
membered is Ken Antino-
ro, his brother-in-law.

It was Jimmy’s wish to
be cremated. The family
will hold a private grave-
side service at their conve-
nience. Online guestbook
can be signed at www.
morganfh.net.

Arrangements entrusted
to Morgan Funeral Home,
Lewisburg, WV.

Betty Jean (Ellard)
Bennett

Betty Jean (Ellard)
Bennett, 91, of Alderson
peacefully passed away
on June 29, 2026, in Ron-
ceverte after a long illness.
She was born on May 24,
1935, in Alderson to the
late Arthur Raymond El-
lard and Stella Lee (Stu-
art) Ellard. Betty lived a
life marked by faith, de-
votion, and quiet strength.
She was a Christian
woman whose loving and
selfless nature touched ev-
eryone who knew her, and
she will be remembered
with deep affection by her
family and friends.

Betty was a 1953 grad-
uate of Alderson High
School, and she carried
the values of her upbring-
ing with her throughout
her life. She was proud
to have served 35 years at
the Federal Prison Camp
in Alderson, where she
retired after a long and
dedicated career. Her
work ethic, loyalty, and
steady presence earned
the respect of those who
worked alongside her, and
she took great pride in the
years she spent serving
her community through
her employment.

Betty enjoyed a full and

active life, and she found
happiness in many simple
and meaningful pleasures.
She loved hunting and
horseback riding, and she
especially enjoyed cook-
ing for those around her.
She also treasured travel-
ing to the beach and Amish
Country, where she made
memories that she held
close to her heart. Betty
was faithful in attending
church, and she found
comfort and strength in
her Christian faith. Above
all, she loved spending
time with friends and fam-
ily, and her presence made
every gathering warmer
and more special.

Betty Jean Bennett was
one of a kind. She was
strong-willed, fearless, and
never let anyone push her
around. If you knew Betty,
you knew exactly where
you stood. She didn’t take
any nonsense from anyone
and wasn’t afraid to stand
her ground when she be-
lieved she was right. Her
fiery spirit, quick wit, and
determination made her
unforgettable.

Behind that tough ex-
terior was someone who
loved deeply, protected
the people she cared
about, and lived life on
her own terms. She faced
challenges head-on and
taught those around her
the importance of being
strong, honest, and true to
yourself.

Betty leaves behind
a legacy of resilience,
laughter, and stories that
will be shared for genera-
tions. Her bold personal-
ity and unwavering spirit
will be deeply missed but
never forgotten.

Family was at the cen-
ter of Betty’s life, and she
cherished every moment
spent with those she loved.
She is survived by Lonnie
“Rick” Shires III and his
wife Linda of Ronceverte;
Artie Lee Shires and his
wife Carmela of Alderson;
her daughter, Barbarba
Jean Bowles of Alderson;
and her grandchildren,
Chrissy Leigh Bowles and
her husband C.B. of Sam
Black Church, Keri Crane
and her husband Denny
of Alderson, Chad Sams
and his wife Christine of
Lewisburg, Bryan Richard
Shires and his wife Tara
of Magnolia, TX, Brittany
Bradley and her husband
Jason of Caldwell, Stacy
Yates and her husband
Bird of Alderson, and Hay-
lee Wilfong and her hus-
band Briar of Buckhannon.
She also leaves behind her
beloved great-grandchil-
dren, Ryker Bradley, Syd-
ni Bradley, Willa Crane,
Wells Crane, Nadia Shires,
Scarlett King, and Drake
Yates, all of whom brought
her great joy.

In addition to her parents,
she is preceded in death by
her loving husband of 35
years Cecil Bennett, and
her brothers Raymond and
Richard Ellard.

Those who knew Betty
will remember her as a
woman of grace, kindness,
and unwavering love. Her
life was a testament to de-
votion to family, commit-
ment to work, and faith in
God. Though she will be
deeply missed, her memo-
ry will live on in the hearts
of all who were blessed to
know her.

Funeral services will
be held Friday, July 3, at

2 p.m. at the Lobban Fu-
neral Home Chapel in Al-
derson, WV, with Pastor
Randy Burdette officiat-
ing. Burial will follow in
the Alderson Cemetery
at Alderson WV. Friends
may call on Friday, July 3,
from 1 to 2 p.m. at Lob-
ban Funeral Home in Al-
derson, WV.

Family and friends will
serve as Pallbearers.

Condolences and mem-
ories my be shared with
the Bennett family at
www.lobbanfh.com

Peggy Louise Wickline
Bland

Peggy Louise Wickline
Bland, 87, of White Sul-
phur Springs, WV went to
be with the Lord on Mon-
day, June 29, 2026.

Peggy was born on
Apr. 4, 1939 to Russell

(Whitie) Wickline and
Nellie C. Wickline Patton.

Other than her parents
she was preceded in death
by her husband Jack Lew-
is Bland and two sons,
Jeffery Lee Bland and
Douglas Wayne Bland and
sister Marion Wickline
Staton.

She is survived by her
son Stephen Bland (Di-
ane) of Sinks Grove, WV,
and daughter Lynne Bland
of Virginia Beach, VA;
sister Carol Wickline Bak-
er (Perry) of Martinsburg,
WYV, two granddaughters,
Sandi McCune (Kra) of
Florence, SC, Autumn
Bland of Gap Mills, WV;
daughter-in-law  Collette
Bland of Gap Mills, WV,
grandson Darin Dowdy
(Amanda) of Rougmont,
NC; four great-grandchil-
dren Emma, Elizabeth,
Levi and Samuel. Peggy’s
extended family members
that were as his own chil-
dren: Donnie Carey (Pau-
la) Oklahoma City, OK,
Ronnie Carey (deceased),
Debbie Carey of White
Sulphur Springs, Lynne
and Matthew Tuckwiller
and their two sons John
and Jamie. Special friends
who are close as family,
and loved and supported
us faithfully Lewis and
Sue Hanna Kirby and their
two children Lucas and
Hanna Kirby, Cindy and
Franklin Boggs and Caro-
Ilyn Ware (Christopher),
Merri Bryant and Rachel
Wykle, Freddie Trevail,
and Pastor Greg Scott who
visited every week with a
Sunday meal.

Peggy graduated from
Gap Mills High School and
Bluefield College.

She was the Business
Agent for Local 863, serv-
ing the employees of The
Greenbrier Hotel for more
than 20 years. She served
the citizens of White Sul-
phur springs as a city
council member serving as
Recorder for many years.
Peggy was also the Presi-

dent of the Garden Club.
Peggy never met a
stranger. She cherished

every relationship with
everyone she met. She
welcomed everyone into
her home and made them

feel as family.

The family would like
to thank everyone who
stopped by to visit and
spend time with her and
all the prayers that were
sent to our family.

Services will be held on
July 3, 2026 at Mt. Car-
mel Methodist Church in
Gap Mills, WV, conducted
by Pastor Greg Scott in
White Sulphur Springs.
The family will receive
family and friends from 11
a.m. until time of services
at 12 noon. Interment will
be in Carmel Cemetery in
Gap Mills, WV.

Serving as pallbearers
for Peggy will be Shane
Bittinger, Wayne Wick-
line, Peter Bostic, Jeff
Campbell, Danny Camp-
bell, Lewis Kirby, Lucas
Kirby and Bill Fanus.

Wallace & Wallace Fu-
neral Home in White Sul-
phur Springs is in charge
of arrangements.

Please send online con-
dolences by visiting www.
WallaceandWallaceFH.
com

Katrina Faye
Ray

Katrina Faye Ray, 45, of
Rainelle passed away ear-
ly Tuesday morning, June
30, 2026 with her family
by her side at Charleston
Area Medical Center,
Charleston.

She was born on Jan.
13, 1981 in Ronceverte,
the daughter of the late
Melvin Elwood McGuire
and Pamela Faye Gipson.

She loved going to the
lake and spending time
with Ralph, her children
and grandchildren. She
never met a stranger and
she will be missed by all
who knew her.

Those left to cherish her
memory are her husband,
Ralph Ray; one daughter,
Alexandria Lemaster; two
sons, Andrew Lemaster
and Aaron Lemaster; sis-
ter, Rebecca Bailey; three
grandchildren, Isabella,
Everly and Noah; extend-
ed family and a host of
friends.

Service will be at 1 Fri-
day, July 3, 2026 at Wal-
lace & Wallace Chapel,
Rainelle with Pastor Jim
Johnson officiating. Burial
will follow in Wallace Me-
morial Cemetery, Clinton-
ville. Friends may gather
with the family from 12
noon until time of service
at the funeral chapel.

In lieu of flowers, fam-
ily requests donations be
made to the funeral home
to defray the cost.

Online condolences may
be made to the family by
visiting www.wallaceand-
wallaceth.com

Wallace & Wallace,
Inc. of Rainelle, WV is in
charge of arrangements.

See “Obituaries” __ Page S
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Club / Church

DAR entertained by guest speaker
Linda Zimmer

The General Andrew
Lewis Chapter of the
Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution held their
June meeting on June 18.
The hostesses were Sally
Bray and Mimi deOllo-
qui-Turner. Those attend-
ing were Addie Goodrich,
Suzanne Cronquist,
Judy Deegans, Gretchen
Lovett, Karen Lee Mc-
Clung, Mimi deOlloqui-
Turner, Jodie Nidey, Sally
Bray, Carol Olsen, Doris
Kasley and Regent Debo-
rah Phillips. Prospective
member Jo Strickland was
also in attendance.

The meeting opened
with a Service of Remem-

sl

=

Linda Zimmer, Author, Historian,

Puppeteer

brance honoring deceased members Brenda Rivers and

Beverly Boswell.

Regent Phillips opened the meeting with Pledge of
Allegiance and the DAR Ritual. The meeting was then
suspended, and Vice Regent Suzanne Cronquist intro-
duced the guest speaker Linda Zimmer of White Sulphur
Springs. Ms. Zimmer is an artist, historian and puppe-
teer. She brought as her guest Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt,

Mimi deOlloqui-Turner, Sally Bray

a handmade puppet. They were accompanied by Mrs.
Roosevelt’s dog, Fala, which is also a handmade puppet.
Ms. Zimmer read, in Fala’s voice, A Trip to Arthurdale,
a book she had written in which Fala tells about a trip he
and Mrs. Roosevelt took to Arthurdale, WV.

Following this delightful entertainment, refreshments
were served and the business meeting closed out the

meeting.

OBITUARIES

Continued from Page 4

Ralph James
Campbell

Ralph James Campbell,
78, passed away peace-
fully on June 24, 2026.

Born on May 16, 1948,
Ralph lived a life defined
by hard work, faith, and a
deep love for his family.
He was a dedicated truck
driver for OMR Truck-
ing, where he spent many
years faithfully serving
his profession and earning
the respect of those who
worked alongside him.

Ralph was a devoted
member of Shady Grove
Community Church and
found great strength and
fellowship through his
faith. He enjoyed spend-
ing time with family and
friends and was known
for his kind heart, friend-
ly spirit, and willingness
to help others. Although
he had no children of his
own, he dearly loved his
many nieces and nephews,
who brought him great joy
throughout his life. He
cherished the time spent
with them and took great
pride in their lives and ac-
complishments.

Ralph was preceded in
death by his father, Tom-
my Campbell; his mother,
Thelma Campbell; his
brothers, Robert Camp-
bell and Tom Campbell;
his brother-in-law, Fred
Hawkins; and his brother-
in-law, James Workman.

He is survived by his
brother, Richard Camp-
bell and wife Pam of
Hico, WYV, his sisters,
Mabel Hawkins of Hico,
Betty Caudill and husband
Frank of Galveston, TX,
Mamie Sims of Rainelle,
Mae Workman of Hico,
and Brenda Nutter of Oak
Hill; along with many
beloved nieces, neph-
ews, great-nieces, great-
nephews, extended family
members, church family,
and friends who will for-
ever cherish his memory.

Ralph will be remem-
bered for his strong work
ethic, unwavering faith,
and the genuine care he
showed to those around
him. His quiet strength,
warm smile, and car-

ing nature will be deeply
missed by all who knew
and loved him.

Funeral services will be
held at 1 p.m. on Wednes-
day, July 1, 2026, at Wal-
lace & Wallace Funeral
Home in Ansted, WV. Vis-
itation open to all friends
and family from 12 noon
until time of service. The
funeral service will be
officiated by Pastor Paul
Gray. Interment will im-
mediately follow in Legg
Cemetery.

The family extends
their heartfelt appreciation
to all who have offered
prayers, love, and support
during this difficult time.

Though Ralph has de-
parted from this earthly
home, his legacy of love,
faith, and devotion will
continue to live on in the
hearts of those he leaves
behind.

“I have fought a good
fight, | have finished my
course, | have kept the
faith.” — 2 Timothy 4:7

John Leon
Nickell

John Leon Nickell, born
July 17, 1947, in Ronce-
verte, WV, passed away
peacefully at the age of 78
on July 1, 2026, at Lewis-
burg Healthcare Center in
his beloved hometown.

John’s life was deeply
rooted in Ronceverte, and
his presence touched many
as a devoted family mem-
ber, cherished companion,
and steadfast friend. He
is survived by his loving
wife, Phyllis Nickell, who
stood by him with unwav-
ering support and devotion.
John also leaves behind his
sisters, Frances Ballard and
Mary Fawcett, who shared
in his life’s journey, cher-
ishing memories and fam-
ily heritage. His extended
family survives him as
well: sister-in-law  Betty
“Grandma” Stidom; nieces
Jodi Bostic, Connie Hall,
Billie Walker, and Saman-
tha Tincher; and nephews
Daniel Copeland, Michael
Hambrick and Robert
Tincher - all of whom held
special places in his heart.

John’s legacy 1is also
woven through those he

has joined in peaceful rest:
his son John Nickell, Jr.,
daughter Beatrice Beach,
and his first wife Mar-
lene Burns Nickell. He is
also preceded in death by
his sisters Linda Cope-
land, Tina Blankenship,
Beverly Dewitt, and Joan
Thompson.

John’s journey was
marked by enduring re-
lationships and the quiet
strength he offered to his
loved ones. Renowned for
his steady demeanor, com-
passion, and commitment,
those who knew him best
remember a man of integ-
rity and loyalty. His life’s
joys were found not only
in lifelong connections
but also in the kindness he
readily extended to others.

Family and friends are
invited to remember John
at a visitation to be held
on July 6, from 11 a.m.
to 12 noon, followed by a
funeral service at 12. Both
will take place at Morgan
Funeral Home, 252 Mont-
vue Dr., Lewisburg, WV
24901 with Pastor Gary
Baker officiating.

As we reflect on John’s
life, we honor the legacy
he leaves in memories
shared and love given. His
steadfast presence will be
dearly missed and fondly
remembered by all whose
lives he touched. The fam-
ily would like to thank the
staff of Lewisburg Health-
care for the wonderful
care and friendship pro-
vided during his stay.

Online guestbook can be
signed at www.morganth.
net. Arrangements en-
trusted to Morgan Funeral
Home, Lewisburg, WV.

Patrick Wayne “Pat”
Reynolds

Patrick Wayne “Pat”
Reynolds, 71, of Caldwell,
passed away peacefully on
July 1, 2026, at the Peyton
Hospice House, surround-
ed by those who cherished
him.

Born on May 21, 1955,
in Caldwell, WV, Pat grew
up rooted in the values and
traditions of his beloved
home state. From his earli-
est days, he was known as
a man of strong character,

deep kindness, and un-
wavering devotion to his
family and friends.

Pat was a devoted hus-
band to Linda Reynolds,
with whom he shared 52
years of partnership, love,
and dedication. Their un-
wavering bond served as a
foundation for their fami-
ly, and together they faced
life’s joys and challenges
with grace and resilience.

A loving son, Pat is sur-
vived by his mother Doro-
thy Harbaugh. He was a
cherished father to Patrick
Stephen Reynolds (Da-
vinity) and Vanessa Lynn
Reynolds, and his memory
will live on in the lives they
lead and the lessons he im-
parted to them over the
years. The light of his later
years was his granddaugh-
ter Madi “blink-blink,”
whose presence brought
him immeasurable joy and
pride. He is also survived
by six grandchildren and
seven great-grandchildren.
He is survived by his half-
brother Gary Weikle. Pat
will also be fondly remem-
bered by his distant cousin
Wally Reynolds, whose
companionship added
richness to his life.

He was predeceased by
his father Dale Reynolds
Jr., his brothers, Stephen
“Fireball” Reynolds, Den-
nis Reynolds, and Les
Weikle.

Throughout his years,
Pat was admired for his
steadfastness, gentle hu-
mor, and commitment to
those around him. Whether
gathering for family cel-
ebrations or lending a hand
in times of need, he left a
profound and positive im-
print on everyone he met.

Family and friends
are invited to pay their
respects during a visita-
tion on Sunday, July 5,
from 12 noon to 1 PM at
Morgan Funeral Home,
252 Montvue Dr., Lew-
isburg, WV 24901. A fu-
neral service will follow
at Morgan Funeral Home
at 1 PM, where loved ones
will gather to honor and
remember Pat’s extraor-
dinary life. Following the
service, entombment will
take place at Greenbrier
Memorial Gardens, 176
Deerfield Road, Lewis-
burg, WV 24901. In lieu
of flowers, donations may
be made to The Green-
brier Human Society, 151
Holliday Lane Lewisburg,
WYV 24901 or to the Pey-
ton Hospice House, 1265
Maplewood Avenue, Lew-
isburg, WV.

See “Obituaries” __ Page 6

Church Bulletin

First Baptist Church of Rainelle
Food Pantry.

2026 Saturday distribution schedule

July 25, Aug. 22, Sept. 26, Oct. 24,
Nov. 21, & Dec. 19.
Food distribution is the fourth Saturday of each
month, with the exception of the holiday in Novem-
ber and December, which will be the third Saturday.
First Baptist Church of Rainelle is located at 345 Sev-
enth Street, Rainelle, WV. For more information call
304-438-6311 or email FoodPantry-FBCR@outlook.
com

Celebrating Recovery program at
Mt. Hermon UMC

Please join us for our Celebrating Recovery pro-
gram at Mt. Hermon United Methodist Church in
Renick. If you are dealing with any type of addic-
tion issues, we invite you to join us each Tuesday
afternoon at 5:30 p.m. Childcare is available and
a meal is served prior to each meeting. For more
information call 304-667-2532. We are located at
27404 Seneca Trail North, Renick, WV.

Celebrate Recovery at
River of Life Church of God

There is a welcome space for anyone seeking healing
from life’s hurts, habits, and hang-ups. This faith-
based recovery group focuses on spiritual growth
through biblical principles, helping individuals find
strength and purpose through their relationship with
God. Participants benefit from a supportive commu-
nity where they can share openly, build accountabil-
ity and develop meaningful connections. The pro-
gram encourages personal reflection, forgiveness
and lasting change rooted in faith. Many find that
combining recovery with spiritual guidance brings
deeper healing than traditional methods alone.
Whether you are struggling personally or support-
ing someone who is, Celebrate Recovery provides
hope, encouragement and a path forward. If you
wish to attend a meeting, just show-up on Mondays
at 6 pm at the River of Life Church of God, 503
Highland Trail. For more information contact Pastor
Anthony Carter at 304-661-0670.

God’s Way Home Inc.

Our mission is to help men in our area suffering from
drug and alcohol addiction by teaching them who Je-
sus Christ is and what he has done for them to set
them free in his name and through his blood. As well
as, how to become effective and productive men. We
are located at 477 Main Street, Rainelle, WV. For
more information, please contact Andrew Bailes at
304-646-6655 or email andrew(@godswayhome.org

THANK YOU FOR
READING

THE MOUNTAIN
MESSENGER

Mountain Messenger

The Weekend Newspaper for the Greenbrier Valley

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1985

Strengthening Community and Promoting
Diversity in the Greenbrier Valley

Mountain Messenger’s
Properties & Lifestyles
Our high-gloss, magazine style
featuring area real estate
PUBLISHED MONTHLY «

www.mountainmessenger.com
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to the Greenbrier Valley
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Continued from Page 5

Patrick Wayne Reynolds
obituary continued
Pat’s memory will be
treasured forever by those
who knew and loved him.
His presence, guidance,
and warmth will be deeply
missed, but the legacy of
his kindness and devotion
will remain a comfort for
generations to come.
Online guestbook can be
signed at www.morganth.
net. Arrangements en-
trusted to Morgan Funeral
Home, Lewisburg, WV.

David Emerson
Nottingham
|

I

David Emerson Not-
tingham, 94, of Victor
passed away on June 30,
2026 at Bowers Hospice
House.

He was born on Mar. 24,
1932, the son of the late
James Charles Notting-
ham and Alaska A. Dillard
Nottingham.

In addition to his par-
ents, he is preceded in
death by his wife, Molly
Gay Moore Nottingham;
son, Douglas Edward Not-
tingham, five sisters and
four brothers.

David was a coal miner,
logger, and a retired Pas-
tor from Noble Christian
Ministry.

Those left to cher-
ish his memory are four
daughters, Freda Moore
and Paul of Dayton, OH,
Kathy Miller and Stanley
of Gauley Bridge, Joyce
Abdulahadi of Kuwait and
Patsy Bennett and Benny
of Victor; four sons; David
Allen Nottingham and Su-
san of Ohio, Dallas Not-
tingham of Ansted, Danny
Nottingham of Ansted and
Denzil Ray Nottingham
and Shelia of Ansted; sis-
ter, Betty “Vestie” Kise of
Jodie; many grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

Friends may gather with
the family from 1 until 2

p-m. on Friday, July 3,
2026 at Wallace & Wal-
lace Chapel, Ansted. Buri-
al will follow in Steele
Cemetery, Romont.

In lieu of flowers, fam-
ily requests donations be
made to the funeral home

to defray the cost.

Online condolences
may be made to the family
by visiting www.wallace-
andwallaceth.com

Wallace & Wallace,
Inc. of Ansted, WV is in
charge of arrangements.

“Congolation and comfort
are to be found where our
wounds hurt most.”

— Henri Nouwen

Reunion
Descendants of James M. Hodges

and Jeremiah O’Brien Reunion

* DATE CHANGE -

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2, 2026 - FIRST CHURCH
OF GOD FELLOWSHIP HALL, 222 NORTH
AVENUE, RONCEVERTE, WV
GATHER NOON - DINNER 1 PM
Bring pictures, family tree information, past reunion in-
formation, and other memorabilia to share. Also bring
addresses for family members that have moved of who
you may want to add to our mailing list. The descen-
dants are dying and we, the reunion committee, need
you and your families to help in continuing this RICH
tradition. Please bring anyone and COME enjoy the
FINE food and GOOD fellowship. Come and catch up
on the family news and reminisce about the good old
days/times. Please share this announcement with fam-
ily members and relatives who may not be on our cur-
rent mailing list. If your address has changed, we need
your new address for our mailing list. Please call Nancy
Hodges at {Home} 304-647-3451 or {Cell} 304-520-
1754 for the changes in your address. HOPE TO SEE

YOU THERE!

something joyful within it.

has meaning for our lives.

The Jy in Grief & Sorrow

hile we don't normally think of grieving for
Wa loved one as something that brings joy,

or that mourning can also contain a joyful
aspect, the fact that families come together to

celebrate the life of their loved one clearly contains

distant find time to communicate their love
far each other and share their feelings and
experiences with their family. As we remember and
communicate aspects of the departed person's life,
we often realize what a good and blessed life they
had. This doesn't mean that we forget their defects,
but these often fade into the background as their
positive characteristics become more prominent.
0 nd if we believe in the afterlife, there is the

Siblings and ather relatives who may have grown

joyful hope that we will see our dearly departed

again, and that they are now reunited with their
previously deceased family and friends. In sum, we
should realize that positive and negalwe emotions
can co-exist. A time of grief doesn't preclude a
sense of joy and amid mourning we may also be
experiencing a time of great personal growth which

—Christopher Simaon

ALDERSON

Alderson Church of
The Nazarene
304-445-7103
Christ Our Savior
Lutheran
304-445-2286
Cross River Country
304-992-6195
Flat Mountain Missionary
Baptist
304-445-2897
Griffith Creek Baptist
304-445-3243
Johnson Memorial United
Methodist
304-445-2833
Mountain View Baptist
304-753-9381
Old Greenbrier Baptist
304-445-7854
River Of Life
Church Of God
304-445-7903

Shiloh Baptist
304-445-7500

LEWISBURG

Apostolic Lighthouse
304-645-6752
Church Of Christ
304-645-1606
Edgewood Presbyterian
304-645-6563
Greenbrier Valley
Family Life
304-645-5383
John Wesley United
Methodist
304-647-3123
Lewisburg Baptist Church
304-645-3797
Lewisburg United
Methodist Church
304-645-2727
Mount Tabor

Baptist Church
304-645-3333

0Old Stone

Presbyterian Church
304-645-2676

Rhema Christian Center

304-645-6999
Religious Society
Of Friends (Quakers)
304-645-7936
St. James Episcopal
304-645-2588
Seventh Day Adventist
304-647-5925
Shuck Memorial Baptist
304-645-6130

FAIRLEA

Fairlea Associate
Reformed Presbyterian
304-645-1988
Fairlea Baptist Church
304-645-3533
Graystone Baptist Church
304-645-4220
Greenbrier Valley
Church Of The Nazarene
304-647-5685
The New Covenant

Sanctuary Church Of God
304-645-6328

RONCEVERTE

Apostolic Lighthouse
304-645-6752
Episcopal Church
Of The Incarnation
304-647-3388
First Church Of God
304-646-1510
Greenbrier Baptist Church
304-667-9862
Liberty Missionary
Baptist Church
304-646-8495
Ronceverte Baptist Church
304-647-4067
Ronceverte Christian

Church
304-647-4465

WE INVITE YOU TO

%omw

AT THE CHURCH OF YOUR CHOICE

Ronceverte
Presbyterian Church
304-647-4400
St. Catherine Of
Siena Catholic Church
304-536-1813
Trinity United
Methodist Church
304-647-4504
Zion’s Light Baptist Church
304-645-5782

WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS

Alvon Living Word
304-536-4595
Bethesda Temple of Praise
304-536-3037
Church Of Jesus Christ
Of Latter Day Saints
304-536-3739
Eakle Chapel
United Methodist Church
304-536-3320
Emmanuel United
Methodist Church
304-536-1291
First Baptist Church
Of White Sulphur Springs
304-536-2067
First Church Of God
304-536-3700
First Presbyterian Church
304-536-2414
Grace Baptist Church
304-536-2162
Greenbrier Valley
Baptist Church
304-536-8151
May Chapel United
Methodist Church
304-536-4595
New Vision Baptist Church
304-536-3483
Pentecostal
Holiness Church
304-536-2555
St. Charles Borromeo
Catholic Church
304-536-1813

St. Charles
Borromeo Outreach
681-331-6122
St. James United
Methodist Church
304-536-1268
St. Thomas
Episcopal Church
304-536-3320
The Redemption Center
304-667-9636
Whatcoat United
Methodist Church
304-536-3662
White Sulphur
Baptist Church
304-536-3650
Wild Meadow
Baptist Church
304-536-3707

AREA CHURCHES

All Saints Episcopal
Church
304-772-4634
Andrew Chapel United
Methodist Church
304-645-0883
Beaver Creek
Baptist Church
304-392-6737
Bethel Pentecostal Church
304-645-5365
Bruffey United
Methodist Church
304-772-4137
Caldwell Pentecostal
Holiness Church
681-318-3025
Calvary United
Methodist Church
304-645-6679
Catholic Church
Of Mary Immaculate
304-536-1813
Clifton

Presbyterian Church
304-519-2512

Community
Pentecostal Holiness
304-497-2106
Elizabeth Chapel
United Methodist Church
304-647-4504
Emmanuel
Community Church
304-536-4600
Emmanuel Open Bible
Church
304-497-2515
Emmanuel
United Methodist
304-645-6374
Enon Baptist Church
304-497-2304
Frankford Uunited
Methodist Church
304-497-2565
Gethsemane Baptist
Church
304-497-3892
Grace Bible Church
304-661-6670
Grace United
Methodist Church
304-788-2561
Henning Church of God
304-497-3602
House of Prayer
304-646-8259
James Chapel United
Methodist Church
304-645-6374
Jane’s Chapel United
Methodist Church
304-645-6679
Lighthouse Church Of God
304-772-4456
Meadow Grove Baptist
Church
304-392-6807
Mt. Hermon
United Methodist Church
304-497-3627
Mt. Vernon United

Methodist Church
304-459-6535

Neola Baptist Church
304-536-9228
New Lebanon Associate
Reformed
Presbyterian Church
304-772-4572
Peaceful Valley
Assembly Of God
304-661-0359
Renick Church Of God
304-646-9703
Rupert Church Of God
304-668-5297
Sacred Heart
Catholic Church
304-438-8687
Salem Presbyterian Church
304-647-1311
Spring Creek
Presbyterian Church
304-497-3626
St. John The Evangelist
Catholic Church
304-536-1813
St. Patrick’s
Catholic Church
304-466-3966
Sweet Springs
Baptist Church
304-536-4733
Union Presbyterian
Church
304-772-3332
Union United
Methodist Church
304-772-5343
West Point
Baptist Church
304-645-6286
Williamsburg Pentecostal
Holiness Church
304-646-6334
Woodland

Community Church
304-497-2009

Please contact Debra Smith To Place Your Ad On The Church Page debra@mountainmedianews.com

Don't See Your Church Listed? Call Us To Be Included!

< Putch Baus Restaurant

B} Lewisburg Elks Country Club

368 Brush Road, Lewisburg, WV 24901
MONDAY - SUNDAY 11:00 am - 9:00 pm
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8:30 am - 9:00 pm

232 Rambler Road | Lewisburg, WV 24901
304-647-4296

EXCAVATING

and paving inc.

M H C (304) 772-3064
P.O. Box 590

Monroe Health Center Union, A 24983

Lobban

ﬁZMﬂ?

PROFESSIONAL

_ ASPHALT SEALCOATING®

FUNERAL HOME
205 South Monroe Street | Alderson, WV 24910

304-445-2700 | www.lobbanfh.com

e 22T, gz,

422 Edgar Avenue, Ronceverte, WV 24970
304-647-5353 | sales@martinjoneswv.com

PRE‘UENT"’ CALL 988-SUICIDE
m & CRISIS LIFELINE

RememBer THERE Is HOPE,
=) psk For HELP, croose LIFE

3

AR\ 304-520-0182
° 38378 Midland Trail E.,
ainelle

Caldwell, WV
Medical Center Mon.-Fri. 8 AM -6 PM
Excellent Health Care Right at Home

BEAVERS

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

FREE ESTIMATES!

—— CALLORTEXT: ——

304-445-6118

SERVING GREENBRIER COUNTY AND SURROUNDING AREAS

PROTECT & RESTORE YOUR DRIVEWAY!

ASPHALT SEALCOATING + LAWN CARE + HANDYMAN SERVICES EICENGEL R ED A EARS EXRERIENCE

& EXTENDS DRIVEWAY LIFE

& PREVENTS CRACKS & DAMAGE
& RESTORES RICH BLACK FINISH
& FAST, CLEAN & AFFORDABLE
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Y Roberts’ Tree Service

Tree Trimming & Removal e Shrub Trimming
Lot Clearing e Light Excavation Work
Bucket Truck Service e Chipper Service

1 Sewing Greenbrion, Monnoe & Pocahontas, Counties

=)
at]’r FREE ESTIMATES! ¢ DISCOUNTS FOR VETERANS & SENIORS

Brandon Roberts, Owner
Frankford, WV e (304) 661-4086

robertstreeservicewv@gmail.com
WV 2271-9538
LICENSED & INSURED

RIVERVIEW APARTMENTS

2 BEDROOM UNIT AVAILABLE
for Elderly, Handicapped & Disabled

EASY FINANCING
op S AVA LE

o ReATeut o

Rental Assistance Available
Homeless Preference

Application Fee waived
for Qualified Applicants

CALL TODAY
304.645.7119
OPTION #4

Equal Housing Opportunity é\

Breakdowns happen.

We'll take it from there. cinch

HOME SERVICES

Let Cinch Home Services help you save on costly repair bills.

With nearly 50 years of experience, we are passionate about protecting our
customers and their homes from the expensive costs that come with a home
appliance or system breakdown. In fact, we've handled 1MILLION+ service jobs

inthe last 3 years. l

4200 T

= § < C@a

$5,965 600 1340 500 315 2,000
e Pras iy

$1,000 5275

THE

All covered repairs are backed by our industry leading 180-day Workmanship Guarantee! B A s E M E N I ? G [ C [ SA L E s
] THE BUILDING LOT
‘m ‘ A I A S % \
Our home warranty covers: ngl Iil.‘ll’lt
‘ st i P l ° nuane
(-) | Electrical System
— 30041 , anning a ADVERTISING!
- e For i1 ,W
_ LOCALLY OWNED AND
Advertising FAMILY OPERATED. CHECK
= > cnntact WITH US BEFORE YOU BUY!
Debra Smith || | 304-647-8180
e e oo oo L s | L] debra@ LOCATED ON RT. 219 NORTH
(855) 968-0741 Send Your Announcements In TO Be mountainmedianews IN'II'-IE:J(IJSRB';";?S' CAI.ICII':OMT(S)I:II_‘I())M
i 5 O R O P R A Pl Exc . .com
‘and add-ons. Cannot be combined with any other ffer. Not avallable In all states. Included In T}le Mountaln Messenger LEWISBURG, wv

Prevent WV Suicide

Call 988-Suicide & Crisis Lifeline

Remember there is HOPE,
ask for HELP, choose LIFE

Fourth Way Properties

Check out available properties at
www.4thwayproperties.com

news@ mountainmessenger .com

or
FO R R E NT debra@mountainmedianews.com

GREENBRIER
@—VALLEY FITNESS—§§

Greenbrier Valley Fitness (SOUTH)
8486 Seneca Trail S.

LEGAL

CITY OF WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS

554 Greenbrier Ave,

White Sulfur Springs WV

Beautiful 3 bedroom duplex, 1-1/2 bath,
washer and dryer connection, living room,
dining room, and large kitchen. Nice front
and back yard, quiet neighborhood. Located
in Villa Park, within walking distance to city
park, pool and The Greenbrier Hotel.

$1 ,050 MONTHLY

+ Utilities and Security 1,050 Deposit
Pet friendly: $100 monthly Pet Fee

205 Patterson St, Apt 3,
White Sulphur Springs WV

One bedroom one bath apartment located
across the street from the Greenbrier River
and Monroe walking bridge.

$65O RENT

Pet friendly: $100 monthly Pet Fee

164 \Webster Street,
Apt B, Lewisburg, WV

One bedroom, full bath, kitchen, living room,
and laundry room with washer and dryer.
Ground level apartment, walking distance to
IGA and Dairy Queen!

$850 RENT - HEAT INCLUDED

+ electric, water, & trash pickup
+$850 Security Deposit
Pet friendly: $100 monthly Pet Fee

Check out available properties,
photos, and addition info at

www.4thwayproperties.com

(304) 647-8943

Email us at FourthWayProperties@yahoo.com

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
MONDAY, JULY 13, 2026 7:00 PM
To conduct a public hearing regarding a proposed Business &

Occupational Tax Ordinance.

To conduct a public hearing regarding a proposed amendment to

the Solid Waste Collection Ordinance.

To consider on second reading and act upon a proposed Business

& Occupational Tax Ordinance entitled:

ORDINANCE AMENDING AND REPLACING CHAPTER
113, ARTICLES 135 THROUGH 167, BUSINESS AND
OCCUPATION TAX OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF
THE CITY OF WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS.

To consider on second reading and act upon a proposed
amendment to the Solid Waste Collection Ordinance entitled:
ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 50, ARTICLES 50.06
SECTION B, AND ARTICLE 50.14, SOLID WASTE
COLLECTION OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE

CITY OF WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS.
All other matters related to the foregoing.

Ronceverte, WV 24970

681-318-3340

Monday-Friday 5:00 A.M.-7:00 P.M.
Saturday 8:00 A.M.-1:00 PM. Closed Sunday

Greenbrier Valley Fitness (NORTH)

213 Coleman Drive
Lewisburg, WV 24901

304-645-4000

Monday-Friday 6:00 A.M.-8:00 P.M.
Closed Saturday & Sunday
24/7 For Members With 24 Hour Access

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network

Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

HEALTH/MEDICAL

AUDIEN HEARING. The world’s first
hearing aid with touchscreen controls.
No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions.
45-day risk free trial. Free shipping.
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 million
happy customers. Call Audien 1-866-
327-9323

DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, is
concerned about a fall or wants to regain
access to their entire home. Call Ameri-
Glide today! 1-844-592-5113

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental
insurance - NOT just a discount plan.
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with all the details!
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV

GET DISH SATELLITE TV + INTER-
NET! Free Install, Free HD-DVR Up-
grade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus
Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift Cards.
Call Today! 1-855-736-4350

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the same
reliable, nationwide coverage as the
largest carriers. No long-term contract,
no hidden fees and activation is free.
All plans feature unlimited talk and text,
starting at just $20/month. For more in-
formation, call 1-855-615-6411

MISCELLANEOUS

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK, BOAT,
RV AND MORE TO SUPPORT OUR
VETERANS! Schedule a FAST, FREE
vehicle pickup and receive a top tax de-
duction! Call Veteran Car Donations at
1-888-964-4167 today

REPAIRING OR REPLACING APPLI-
ANCES AND HOME SYSTEMS LIKE
HEATING AND COOLING CAN BE
COSTLY. A home warranty plan can
help. Start saving and get 30% off any
plan today. Workmanship Guarantee in-
cluded. Terms apply. Call Cinch Home
Services 1-855-968-0741

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL can install a
new, custom bath or shower in as little
as one day. For a limited time, waiving
ALL installation costs! (Additional terms
apply. Subject to change and vary by
dealer. (Offer ends 12/27/26.)

ACCULEVEL. YOUR FOUNDATION
REPAIR AND BASEMENT WATER-
PROOFING EXPERTS. Whether base-
ment, crawl space or concrete slab we’ll
guide you on the right path to a healthy
home. Act now! Up to $600 off. Restric-
tions apply. Call for a free consultation.
1-833-974-2676

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES
TODAY with a Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to receive a FREE
5-Year warranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-844-901-2301 today to
schedule a free quote. It's not just a gen-
erator. It's a power move.

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED

LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay fu-
neral and other final expenses. Call Phy-
sicians Life Insurance Company- 888-
217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation and
service. Now featuring our FREE shower
package and $1600 Off for a limited time!
Call today! Financing available. Call Safe
Step 1-844-803-1282

NO MORE CLEANING OUT GUTTERS.
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed by a
no-clog guarantee and lifetime transfer-
rable warranty. Call today 1-844-295-
2840 to schedule a FREE inspection and
no obligation estimate. Get 15% off your
entire order. Plus, Military & Seniors get
an additional 10% off. Limited time only.
Restrictions apply, see representative for
warranty and offer details.

TRAVEL

YMT VACATIONS. Over 50 guided tours
available. Affordable, social and stress-
free travel designed for mature travel-
ers. Our tours include accommodations,
transportation, baggage handling, sight-
seeing, entrance fees, a professional
Tour Director and select meals. For a
limited time SAVE $250 on all tours. Call
YMT today. 1-833-649-1532

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011

Press|

1 ASSOCIATION -%ERVICES + FOUNDATION

N
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Leaf¢Filter

N

Goodbye Clogged Gutters
Upgrade your gutters this summer! /

LeafFilter blocks out common debris.

SEWRUA + Free gutter inspection, quote
good for1year Promo code: 285

) 35% o Call 1-844-295-2840

offer includes plus an additional 10% off for qualified
fers. See representative for full warranty d . 9200
E+11, FL CBCO56678, IA C127230, ID ROE-

t be combined with
T H

d:ish

Authorized Retailer

Free Premium Movie

ot rShiomns 9 Mopper3 D ncuten (G e bressor

Installation - $199 Value

CALL US

$300 LIVITED TIME OFFER!
NOWwW! =

Receiveuptoa
$300 Gitt Cara!

Q

mobile dey
will be ba:

SCRAMBLERS

solution

1. Armor; 2. Extol
3. Stein; 4. Spire

Today’s Word
ESTIMATES

—— Weekly SUDOKU ___
Answer
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Dear Recycle Lady,
Why is the month of July called Plastic Free July?
Ardent Recycler
Dear Ardent Recycler,

The month of July was first called Plastic Free July
in 2011 by the Australian Plastic Free Foundation. Its
purpose was to raise awareness of the harmful effects
that single-use plastics have on the envi-ronment,
to encourage individuals to make more sustainable
choices, and to inspire everyone to re-duce their use of
single-use plastics. It is now a global movement with
over 100 million people from 190 countries striving
to make positive changes in their daily lives and to
live more sustainably. To help make a difference and
be part of the solution, join the millions who have
accepted the Plastic Free Founations’ challenge. Go
to https://www.plasticfreejuly.org/thanks-for-taking-
part to sign up for the challenge. Think of the impact
that could be made if all of us participated in Plastic
Free July by making just one positive change in the
use of single-use plastic! Purchasing compostable
eating utensils instead of plastic ones for your picnic,
keeping a reusable coffee cup at the office instead of
using single-use Styrofoam cups, or taking a reusable
bag when shopping instead of using a single use bag
are all small choices that can make a big difference.

Dear Recycle Lady,
What is green banking?
Bill Payer

Dear Bill Payer,

According to https://www.greenfi.com/resources/
green-banking, green banking means promoting en-
vironmentally friendly practices and reducing carbon
footprints from banking activities. A green bank pro-
vides sustainable financial services, such as paper-
less statements and deposits and electronic products
and services. Several new services are available with
green banking: Eco Loans that require consumers to
save water or cut down on coal use, and Green Loans
that lend funds to projects or ven-tures that have en-

S

vironmental benefits. Green banking also strives to
use less power and less energy by installing energy
efficient technology products and waste management.
Check with your bank to see if green banking is avail-
able for your use.

Dear Recycle Lady,
I have several empty cans of spray paint. Can these
cans be recycled?
Do It Yourselfer

Dear DIY,

Your aerosol cans of spray paint, or any other prod-
uct, can be recycled, but only if they are free of both
product and propellant. If you hear sloshing liquid
when you shake the can, it is not empty. To be sure
that it is empty, press the can’s nozzle in a well-venti-
lated area until nothing comes out. Never puncture a
hole in the can to remove the contents as the can will
explode and may hurt you. Do not attempt to remove
the can’s nozzle either. To be sure no propellant is left
in the can, continue pressing the nozzle until you hear
no hissing sound at all. To determine which recycle
bin to put the can in you must determine whether the
can is made of steel or aluminum. If in doubt, use a
magnet to check. It will stick to a steel can, but not
an aluminum one. if you don’t have a magnet avail-
able, there is large one outside the steel can bin at the
Recycling Canter. Both of these metals are of high
value and can be recycled infinitely into new metal
products.

Good News: Researchers are developing bags that
can dissolve in salt water, a promising step toward
reducing ocean plastic pollution.

Bad News: The world’s largest penguins, the Em-
peror penguins, have been classified as endangered.
Their main threat is the loss of sea ice due to global
warming.

Have questions about recycling, or interesting in-
formation about recycling? Dear Recycle Lady is
sponsored jointly by the Greenbrier Recycling Center
and Greenworks Recycling.
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to the mint to be melted.
Today, one of those coins,
uncirculated, is worth

By William “Skip”
Deegans

In 1926,  Roncev-
erte’s The West Virginia

o

more than $1,000.
Sources: The Phila-
delphia Inquirver, Smith-

sonian Magazine, The
Encyclopedia of Greater
Philadelphia.

News published posters
(one shown) promoting

Philadelphia’s Sesqui-
Centennial International
Exposition (“Sesqui”)

to celebrate 150 years of
American independence.
Due to poor planning,
political corruptness, and
bad weather (rain and
scorching heat) It was, by
all measures, a bust. Or-
ganizers expected 40-50
million visitors. Instead,
Sesqui attracted 6.5 mil-
lion.

Two noteworthy events,
however, took place in
Sesqui  stadium  (later
named John F. Kennedy
Stadium) that was built
for the Expo. Heavy-
weight boxing champion
Jack Dempsey was over-
thrown by Gene Turney in
a ten-round bout that drew
140,000 spectators. The
other event was a Solemn
Pontifical Mass that was
presided over by Cardinal
Dennis Dougherty. Sixty-
thousand Catholic men
marched to the stadium
for the mass that drew

300,000 Catholics.
One-million half-dollar
commemorative coins

were struck at the Phila-
delphia mint. For the first
time, the likeliness of a
sitting president appeared
on a coin that featured
profiles of George Wash-
ington and President Cal-
vin Coolidge. Meant to
sell for $1 each, 859,405

were unsold and returned

Poster courtesy of the Greenbrier Independent.
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Greenbrier County Schools

announces Summer enrollment dates

Greenbrier County Schools (GCS) invites families to
take advantage of upcoming summer enrollment events
and discover the outstanding educational opportunities
available for students across the county.

Enrollment for Western Region schools will take
place: Western Greenbrier Middle School Library 315
Timberwolf Drive, Crawley, WV July 15, 10 AM to 3
PM

Enrollment for Eastern Region Schools will take
place: Greenbrier County Board of Education - Main
Board Room 430 Academic Drive, Lewisburg, WV July
16, 10 AM to 3 PM.

Families will have an opportunity to meet staff, ask
questions, and learn more about the district’s compre-
hensive programs, safe learning environments, and stu-
dent support services. Tours of school facilities can also
be scheduled on an individual basis.

What to Bring (Required Documents)

To complete enrollment, families should bring:

* Two proofs of residency

* Pre-K enrollees only - Proof of income (W-2 or tax
return)

» Official state-issued birth certificate (no copies)
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* Immunization record

* Social Security card

* Most recent dental exam

* Required physicals (Kindergarten and applicable
grades)

* Custody papers (if applicable)

» Name and address of previous school

Additional requirements may apply for Pre-K and
Kindergarten enrollment.

Why Choose Greenbrier County Schools

GCS offers a tuition-free, well-rounded education
with strong academics, certified teachers, advanced
technology, free meals, transportation, after school pro-
grams, career and technical education pathways, extra-
curricular opportunities, and flexible learning options,
including a virtual program. Students benefit from a
safe, supportive environment and real-world learning
opportunities through strong community partnerships.

“Our goal is to provide every student with the tools,
support, and opportunities they need to succeed,” said
Superintendent Jeff Bryant. “We are proud of the pro-
grams and services we offer in Greenbrier County
Schools and look forward to welcoming new and return-

ing families into a school system that is committed to
excellence, safety, and student achievement.”

For more information or to speak with enrollment
staff, contact: Nancy Hanna 304-647-6470 nhanna@
k12.wv.us

Lewisburg native
earns Doctor

of Pharmacy

James Owens, of Lewisburg, was among the
1,180 graduates who earned degrees and/or certifi-
cates from Shenandoah University during the 2025-
26 academic year. That total includes graduates from
August 2025, December 2025 and May 2026. Ow-
ens earned a Doctor of Pharmacy.

Shenandoah’s 2026 University Commencement
took place May 9 in the James R. Wilkins, Jr. Athlet-
ics and Events Center.
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and each
small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢ ¢

€ Moderate 4 € Challenging
4 ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!
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ACROSS 62 Flanders 99 Kind of salute 6 Post-workout 46 “Mama” Cass 83 Headliner
1 Streisand of on “The performed at feeling 48 Orang cousin 84 “Ciao 4 now”
“Nuts” Simpsons” military 7 Multivolume 49 Figure skater 86 Beat others
7 President 63 Quick, sharp funerals Brit. lexicon Lipinski in claiming
after Bush punches 101 Cherubs, e.g. 8 Matzo — 50 Epochs something
12 Japanese 65 Cocktail of 105 Smartphone (Passover 51 Plate 88 Dojo surface
soup bourbon, buy breakfast 53 Key near Q 89 Old verb
16 Beaker locale lemon and 107 Emulate option) 54 Brewery kiln suffix
19 Fanatic mint Picabo Street 9 1In— (stuck) 55 Actor Sahay 90 Remade
20 Boo-boo 68 Purse 108 Mag bigwigs 10 Soft shoes, who played musicals, e.g.
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counterpart 87 Annual 127 Pack neatly decoration 72 Jacob’s twin network
45 Bangor locale mailing to 128 L.A’sregion 33 Big-eyed 73 Twain’s 113 “Watermark”
47 Built the IRS 129 Pitfalls primates Huck singer
52 2011 Steve 92 Baskers’ 37 Egyptian city 74 Clamor 115 A party to
Carell film goals, often DOWN with pyramids 75 Hoodwink 116 Constellation
56 Puppeteer 94 Birth-related 1 German auto 38 Myrna of old 76 Gets trite next to
Lewis 95 Home for 2 Spa sigh movies 77 “La Cage — Hercules
57 Opera song French 3 Material in 39 Spellbound Folles” 119 Oahu, e.g.:
58 Gallery work presidents viral genes 40 Roman 7 78 Muss, Abbr.
59 Fox hangouts 96 Lerner’s 4 Tiny pieces 41 Finale as hair 120 Atop, in odes
61 Nest eggs musical 5 Pro — (in 43 Plow pioneer 79 “l concur” 121 Scot’s dissent
for srs. collaborator proportion) John 80 Chili dogs 122 Raised trains
1 2 [3 [4 [5 |6 8 [9 [10 [i1 12 [13 [14 [15 .16 17 [18
19 21 22
23 25

31

-

‘pantesal S)ybl ||y "Ou| ‘©1BOIPUAS seiniea Buly 92020

123

126 128

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

DEBRA SMITH

debra@mountainmedianews.com




www.mountainmessenger.com

The Weekend Paper For The Greenbrier Valley - July 4, 2026 - Mountain Messenger - 10

ENTE RTAINMENT

GVC singers have experience of a

lifetime at New York’s

When the Greenbrier Valley Chorale
presented the West Virginia premiere of
Elaine Hagenberg’s lluminare in their
2025 spring concert, little did they imag-
ine that in a little over a year, nine of the
singers and Artistic Director Barbara
Lutz would take part in a performance of
that work at Carnegie Hall in New York.
The experience was something they will
never forget.

The performance on June 8 was part
of Carnegie Hall’s Masterworks Series,
through which qualified ensembles col-
laborate on major choral works alongside
a renowned guest conductor, the New
York City Chamber Orchestra and pro-
fessional soloists.

“It was a bucket list item for most of
us. For me, performing at Carnegie in
New York only hadn’t made my bucket
list because I never considered it pos-
sible,” commented long-time Chorale
member Bob Thompson. “I found the
experience of singing at Carnegie to be
life-alteringly cool,” agreed Eric Fritizus.

Michelle Hughes echoed their senti-
ments, stating “When we sang [lluminare
the first time, I loved it. I never dreamed
that we’d be able to sing it on the stage of
the Carnegie Hall in New York. It was an
exhilarating experience that I will never
forget.”

The singers traveled to New York by
train from Charlottesville and had three
rehearsals with director Dr. Derrick Fox,
who received high marks for his skill in
melding together a large group of singers
who have never performed together into
a cohesive ensemble.

“Thanks to the extraordinary coaching,
teaching and educational experience with
our very own highly skilled choral con-
ductor, Barbara Lutz, we were well pre-
pared to be among our fellow singers,”
noted Mary Thompson.

Lutz often spends time during rehears-
als moving singers around to achieve the

) .vh
ork Scrics Festival
her €

Carnegie Hall
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Singing in the Carnegie Hall concert were Front Row: Michelle Hughes (left), Brian Stewart, Martha Fleshman, and Eric Frit-
zius; Back Row: Barbara Lutz (left), Gregory Hughes, Bob Thompson, Mary Thompson, Janet Miller and Brenda Patterson.

optimum blend of voices. Thompson was
impressed that Fox was equally dedicat-
ed to achieving perfect harmony.

“There was a ‘tense like’ sound coming
from some of the soprano section and the
tenors. He took about 15 minutes to select
three or four singers and have them sing
‘ah’ so he could isolate the sound issue.
He shuffled them, had them sing again,
shuffled again,” Thompson explained.
“At one point I could clearly hear the
sound tenseness, and as he moved them
around it got better and better until it
was totally perfect. I turned around and
looked at Barbara, who smiled and nod-
ded at me. It was just so cool to experi-
ence that in such a large group.”

“Dr. Fox was exactly the right soul to
direct [lluminare, not only for his connec-
tion and friendship with Elaine Hagen-

berg herself, but his entire approach to
directing, which he does with equal dos-
es of professionalism, playfulness and
humor,” Fritzius observed. “The vari-
ous choirs may have known the music
beforehand, but he sculpted and refined
our performance of it. He paid particular
attention to our visual performance - en-
couraging us to move our bodies with
the music, allowing it to influence us as
much as our voices influenced it, and to
feel the emotions that the text and style of
the music intends.”

“Our conductor was not only very ac-
complished in his field but he was also
very engaging as a teacher The practices
were a dive into the deep end from the
first measure until the last,” remarked
GVC President Brian Stewart. “I struggle
to find the words that express what I felt

on the stage at that other Carnegie, but it
was moving emotionally and the music
sounded nothing short of amazing in that
room. Now I want to go back and do an-
other one!”

Lutz said that singing this piece again
affirmed her affection for the composi-
tion and for the beautiful work Elaine
Hagenburg has given singers and audi-
ences everywhere.

As much as she enjoyed singing under
the director of Dr. Fox, the experience
gave Mary Thompson a new appreciation
for Lutz, whose artistry and dedication to
practice, practice, practice took the sing-
ers all the way to New York’s Carnegie
Hall. ”We have the greatest choral con-
ductor right in our own community,”
she said. “She deserves all our gratitude
and our best efforts every single time we
gather. What a gift.”

West Virginia’s best Fourth of July

celebration happening now in Alderson

ALDERSON, W.Va. — The town of Alderson goes
all in for what many consider to be West Virginia’s
BEST Fourth of July Celebration. This year is no excep-
tion with weekend festivities including a 5k, the famous
Mr. Rexroad Contest, 4™ of July car show, the Ducks on
the Greenbrier Rubber Duck Race, an ice cream social,
craft and food vendors, field events, inflatables, and en-
tertainment throughout the celebration.

Of course, the festivities would not be complete with-
out the iconic Grand Parade and the dazzling Grand
Fireworks Display. This year, Alderson invites residents
and visitors alike to join in celebrating 250 Years of Cel-
ebrating Independence.

Celebration Highlights:

The Weekend Excitement (Friday, July 3): Lace
up for the Run for Snacks 5K or join “The Hunt”—a
massive 3-day scavenger hunt featuring $2,000 in
prizes. Friday night heats up at the football field with
kid-friendly inflatables and 80’s music from Rewind the
Walkman ($5 admission, children 10 and under are free).

The Big Day (Saturday, July 4): Don’t miss the
historic 2026 Grand Parade at 10:30 a.m., showcasing
stunning floats, fire engines, and horses. The afternoon
features a Car Show, an Ice Cream Social and Open Mic
Night at the historic 1896 Train Depot, and field events
for all ages.

Fireworks Spectacular (Saturday Night): Caps off
the 4th with live music from Tupelo Drive, the introduc-
tion of Miss Fireworks 2026 (Brooke Patterson), and a
Grand Fireworks Display. Admission to the field for the
evening entertainment and fireworks is $5 (children 10
and under are free).

Grand Finale (Sunday, July 5): Head to the Alder-
son Mini Park for the famous River Events—featuring
“anything that floats” races—and the thrilling “Ducks
on the Greenbrier” Rubber Duck Race, where one lucky
winner will take home a $5,000 cash grand prize! Cap
off the weekend with a free community Gospel Sing at
the football field.

Featured Entertainment:

Friday, July 4 | 8:00-10:00 p.m. | Rewind the Walk-
man

Rewind the Walkman is a dynamic and energet-
ic band that takes audiences on a nostalgic journey
through the iconic sounds of the 80s and 90s. With
their passion for delivering high-octane cover mu-
sic, Rewind the Walkman has become a name that
music lovers of all generations recognize and love.

Drawing inspiration from legendary artists such as Bry-
an Adams, Def Leppard, Phil Collins, George Michael,
and Peter Gabriel, Rewind the Walkman has developed
a signature style that pays homage to the timeless clas-
sics while infusing their own unique energy. Their rendi-
tions are characterized by infectious melodies, powerful
vocals, and electric guitar solos that transport listeners
back to the golden era of music.

Saturday, July 4 | 7:45-9:45 p.m. | Tupelo Drive

Tupelo Drive is shaking up the West Virginia music
scene with a gritty mix of country, blues and rock that

hits straight from the gut. Hailing from the back roads of
Greenbrier and Monroe counties, the band has already
carved out a name for themselves, opening for heavy-
hitters like Charles Wesley Godwin, Dylan Marlowe,
Austin Snell and others.

Now teaming up with Indigo Bunting Records and
Grammy-nominated producer Duane Lundy, Tupelo
Drive is preparing to release their self-titled debut al-
bum — a raw, no-frills take on real life, heartbreak and
good times. Every track carries the dust, drive and soul
of the hills they call home.

Sunday, July 5 | 6-9 p.m. | The Gospel Sing

The Gospel Sing features two uplifting gospel acts
known for their heartfelt delivery and strong faith-cen-
tered messages.

The Waymarks are recognized for their rich harmo-
nies and traditional Southern Gospel sound. Their mu-
sic blends powerful vocals with meaningful lyrics that
reflect faith, hope, and encouragement. With a heartfelt
stage presence and a passion for ministry through song,
they share timeless gospel favorites as well as inspiring
selections that resonate with audiences of all ages.

Also featured are Juanita Phillips and Corey Clark,
a dynamic duo whose voices complement each other
beautifully. Their performances focus on spirit-filled
worship and sincere expression, delivering songs that
speak to perseverance, grace, and devotion. Together,
they bring an authentic and moving gospel experience
through their music.

Important Attendee Information:

Delicious food and unique craft vendors will be open
at the Alderson Memorial Football Field during sched-
uled events throughout the celebration. Please note
that no smoking and no pets are permitted on the foot-
ball field.

Because the schedule is packed with so many events,
competitions, and specific registration times, organizers
advise everyone to check the official website for full in-
formation, contact details, and weather updates.

For more details, vendor information, or to purchase
rubber duck tickets, please visit www.alderson4th.
com or follow the @Alderson 4th of July Celebra-
tion page on Facebook.

The Fourth of July holiday is one of the busiest
times of year for boating recreation and the West
Virginia Division of Natural Resources is reminding
boaters to make sure their boats are operational, to
drive sober and wear personal floatation devices while
on the water.

“A lot of people will be taking their boats out this
weekend to celebrate our country’s independence
and we just want to make sure everyone is enjoying
themselves in a way that is safe and responsible,” said
WYVDNR Law Enforcement Lt. Warren E. Goodson.

Before taking a boat out on the water, Goodson said
boaters should perform a safety check to make sure
horns and lights are operational and that personal floa-
tation devices are accessible and available for all pas-
sengers.

“As the skipper, it is your responsibility to be sober
and make sure everyone on board gets back to land
safely,” Goodson said.

Boating under the influence is dangerous and
against the law. More than 15 percent of recreational
boating fatalities are linked to intoxication. To enforce
the state’s sober boating laws, Goodson said WVDNR
law enforcement officers will be patrolling the state’s
waters this weekend.

Boating Safety Tips

When it comes to safety, Goodson said taking a
boater education class is one of the best things a new

WVDNR Shares Boating Safety
Tips Ahead of July 4th Weekend

boater can do.

“Operating a motor boat is like driving a car and
there are several things you need to do to keep your-
self and others safe,” he said. “You can learn every-
thing you need to know in one of our boating safety
classes.”

Anyone born after Dec. 31, 1986 must complete a
National Association of State Boating Law Adminis-
trators approved boater education class before they
can legally operate a motor boat or personal watercraft
on any water in West Virginia. The traditional in-seat
class is free to attend and cover topics such as U.S.
Coast Guard navigational rules, safe motorboat opera-
tion and legal boating requirements in West Virginia.
Boater education classes also can be completed online
through a NASBLA and state-approved vendor for a
fee.

Goodson said boaters should also do the following:

» Have a throwable device on boats longer than 16
feet

* Share their float plan with someone they trust

* Check the weather

» Appoint at least one additional designated boat
operator

To learn more about West Virginia’s boating regu-
lations and boating safety program, visit WVdnr.gov/
lenforce/boating.shtm.
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Local actor has deep ties to |
GVT’s Greenbrier Ghost

Local actor Alana Pres-
ton has been a part of every
production of The Green-
brier Ghost at Greenbrier
Valley Theatre since the
debut of the play in 2003.
She will once again take
the stage for the 2026 pro-
duction beginning on July
9. The musical has special
meaning to Preston based
upon her family connec-
tion to the story.

“I have performed in all
of the previous produc-
tions of The Greenbrier
Ghost at GVT,” says Pres-

on. “This will make my
sixth time! I originated the
role of Sallie, one of Zo-
na’s friends, and I played
that role in 2003, 2004,
and 2009. In 2013 and
2019, I played Ida. This
year, | am playing Sadie.

Ida and Sadie are both
friends of Zona’s mother,
Mary Jane.”

Preston has a special
family connection to the
story. “The prosecuting
attorney in the story was
my great-great grandfa-
ther, John Alfred Preston,”
says Preston. “My father,
Mason Preston, actually
played the role in the first
two productions, which
was pretty special to wit-
ness as he is also an attor-
ney.”

The production of The
Greenbrier Ghost has be-
come a family tradition
for Preston’s family.

“I love the history and
the local and family con-
nection”, says Preston.
“My brother, wife, and
cousin have all been in the

show with me in different
productions. This year, my
nephew will be part of the
cast.”

For Preston, GVT has
always been a major part
of her life. “I grew up in
this theater,” says Pres-
ton. “My first production
was Oliver in 1983 when |
was four years old. GVT’s
presence in this commu-
nity and my life has been
so rewarding. We are so
lucky to be able to share
the joy of live theatre right
here in Lewisburg.”

Preston credits GVT
with providing her inspi-
ration to pursue a degree
in the arts. “GVT has in-
spired so many people to
study theatre in college
and beyond,” says Pres-
ton.

Preston has performed
in more than 40 produc-
tions. Her favorites in-
clude A Christmas Carol,
Into The Woods, The Pi-
rates of Penzance, A Fun-
ny Thing Happened on the
Way to the Forum, and,

Carnegie Hall kicks off 2026 Ivy Terrace
Concert Series celebrating America250

The Carnegie Hall 2026
Ivy Terrace Outdoor Mu-
sic Series continues with
Strings of Green on Thurs-
day, July 9, from 6:30 to
8 p.m. A cherished Lew-
isburg summer tradition,
Ivy Terrace brings friends,
families, and neighbors
together for free live mu-
sic on the expansive green
in front of New River
Community and Techni-
cal College. Concertgoers
are encouraged to bring
a lawn chair or blanket,
pack a picnic, and enjoy
a relaxed, family-friendly
evening.

All Ivy Terrace concerts
are free, alcohol-free, gen-
erously sponsored by City
National Bank, and will
move indoors in the event
of inclement weather. At-
tendees are encouraged
to follow Carnegie Hall’s
Facebook page for up-
dates.

Strings of Green arrives
as one of bluegrass mu-
sic’s most exciting young
acts, rooted in the remark-
able musicality of the
Green family from Beck-
ley, West Virginia. What
began as a simple act of
service - providing hymns
and worship music for a
small church congregation
- has grown into a nation-
ally recognized ensemble
defined by authentic fam-
ily harmony and extraor-
dinary instrumental skill.
In January 2026, the group
made history by winning
the SPBGMA Internation-
al Band Championship in
Nashville, an achievement
made even more impres-
sive by the fact that two
members were still pre-
teens at the time.

Led by two-time Na-
tional Bluegrass Banjo
Champion Brandon
Green, the band features
a lineup of prodigious
young talent. Eighteen-
year-old Josiah Green an-
chors the group on rhythm
guitar and contributes
original compositions that
blend seamlessly with the
band’s traditional roots.
Twelve-year-old Ezekiel
Green, already a Vanda-
lia Gathering mandolin
champion, brings crisp,
expressive mandolin
work, while eleven-year-
old Ezra Green holds
down the bass with confi-
dence and drive. Younger

siblings Malachi and Mo-
riah are already learning
guitar, dobro, and fiddle,
ensuring the family’s mu-
sical legacy continues to
grow.

Strings of Green per-
forms throughout West
Virginia and beyond, shar-
ing bluegrass standards,
hymns, and original works
with heart, precision, and
the unmistakable chem-
istry that only a family
band can create. Their Ivy
Terrace debut promises an
evening of uplifting, high-
energy music that show-
cases both their deep roots
and their bright future.

For more informa-
tion, visit www.carnegie-
hallwv.org or call (304)
645-7917.

Carnegie Hall WV is
a nonprofit organization
supported by individual
contributions, grants, and
fundraising efforts such
as TOOT and The Carn-
egie Hall Fantasy Gala.
The Hall is located at 611
Church Street, Lewisburg,
WV.

Strigs of Green

BEST

Dutch Haus Restaurant

Lewisburg Elks Country Club at 368 Brush Rd., Lewisburg

WEEKEND SPECIAL

STEAKS

Shrimp Alfredo

Served over Linguine with salad & garlic bread.

W Open For Breakfast Saturday & Sunday 8:30-11:00

s
"/ﬂ\ Mon - Fri 11 am-9 pm, Sat & Sun 8:30 am-9 pm « 304.645.2723

LET'S GET
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NOTICED!

Travis Farley, Owner

OUTDOOR DIGITAL BILLBOARDS

FAIRLEA .

LEWISBURG « HARTS RUN

MadeULookDigital.com

of course, The Greenbrier
Ghost.

Tickets for The Green-
brier Ghost are available
at gvtheatre.org/2026-
season or by calling 304-
645-3838.

About The Greenbrier
Valley Theatre

The State Professional
Theatre of West Virginia
is committed to its mis-
sion statement to create
live, professional quality
theatre in West Virginia
and, through theatre, to
enlighten, enrich, and en-
liven the life of our region.

Throughout each year,
GVT produces first-class

*

SADDLE UP FOR THE NEXT

Brick House ESTATE SALE
JuLy 9TH - 12TH!

Horse Owners, Clothes
Horses, Vintage Collectors,
Farmhouse Decorators,
mosey on over to this Blue
Ribbon Sale in Lewisburg!

SEE ESTATESALES.NET
FOR DETAILS AND PICTURES.

MORE INFORMATION:
(304) 661-1772 | (304) 645-4082

.C~OYP GO

theatrical productions fea-
turing professional actors.
Additionally, Greenbrier
Valley Theatre offers a
successful  after-school
drama program, a sum-
mer camp for children and
teens, literary readings,
live simulcasts of the Met-
ropolitan Opera, special
events and musical perfor-
mances, art appreciation
activities, lectures, discus-
sions and workshops.

The Greenbrier Val-
ley Theatre is the State
Professional Theatre of
West Virginia. Learn more
about GVT at www.gvthe-
atre.org.

COGNITIVE DECLINE

RISK AWARENESS &
HEARING HEALTH DECISIONS

did
YOU
know &

A 25-year study shows hearing aid
use can reduce the progression of

cognitive decline in older adults.

Using your hearing, just like exercising a
muscle, makes it stronger and more effective.
Reduced hearing stimulation due to untreated
hearing loss can lead to atrophy of functional
brain pathways. This can negatively impact
hearing ability and speech comprehension and

may increase the risk of dementia.

THE SOONER, THE BETTER.

Many people with gradual hearing loss
delay vital testing.

Co/ DYE\O
GREENBRIER
AUDIOLOGY, INC. 304. 6474327

206 Dawkins Drive, Lewisburg

greenbrieraudiology.com

Emily Miller, Au.D.

Thanks for making us your
local listening choice!

NEWS TALK

WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS / LEWISBURG

Greenbrier Valley’s Talk
and News Headquarters

1
Wi

Your Classic
Hits Station
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What really happened

to the men who signed
the Declaration

When 56 men put their names to the
Declaration of Independence in the sum-
mer of 1776, they were not signing a
ceremonial document. They were sign-
ing what the British Crown considered a
confession of treason — a crime punish-
able by hanging.

Benjamin Franklin is said to have cap-
tured the moment with characteristic wit:
"We must all hang together, or most as-
suredly we shall all hang separately."

None of them hanged. But for many
of the signers, the years that followed
brought real and lasting sacrifice — and
their stories are worth remembering 250
years later.

Richard Stockton of New Jersey was
dragged from his bed by loyalists in No-
vember 1776 and turned over to the Brit-
ish. He was imprisoned in New York un-
der harsh conditions, and his health never
fully recovered. His estate, Morven, was
occupied and looted by British troops. He
died in 1781, before the war was won.

Francis Lewis of New York paid a
price through his family. British forces
destroyed his Long Island home and took
his wife, Elizabeth, prisoner. She was
held for months before being exchanged,
and she died not long after her release.

John Hart of New Jersey, a farmer in
his sixties, fled into the countryside when
British and Hessian troops swept through
his land in late 1776, hiding in the woods
while his farm was ravaged. He returned
to rebuild, but died in 1779.

Three South Carolina signers —
Thomas Heyward Jr., Arthur Middleton
and Edward Rutledge — were captured
when Charleston fell to the British in
1780 and held as prisoners of war in St.
Augustine, Florida, for nearly a year be-
fore being exchanged.

Thomas Nelson Jr. of Virginia com-
manded the state militia at the siege of
Yorktown in 1781. According to a sto-
ry long told in Virginia, when Nelson
learned British officers were using his
own house in town, he urged the Ameri-
can gunners not to spare it. He person-
ally guaranteed enormous loans to keep
Virginia's war effort funded, debts that
helped ruin him financially.

Not every hardship came at British
hands. Button Gwinnett of Georgia was
dead within a year of signing — killed
not by the enemy, but in a duel with a
political rival in 1777. Robert Morris of
Pennsylvania, the "financier of the Revo-
lution" who personally underwrote much
of the war effort, later lost his fortune to
failed land speculation and spent three
years in debtors' prison.

A word of caution for readers who
have seen the famous email that circu-
lates every July claiming five signers
were tortured to death and a dozen saw
their homes burned: much of that account
is embellished. No signer was tortured to
death, and most of the 56 survived the war
and prospered. Two — John Adams and
Thomas Jefferson — became president.
But the true stories need no exaggeration.
These were men of property and standing
who had the most to lose under the old
order, and they risked it anyway.

The last surviving signer, Charles Car-
roll of Maryland, lived until 1832 — long
enough to see the nation he helped found
grow to 24 states.

As America marks the 250th anniver-
sary of their pledge of "our lives, our for-
tunes and our sacred honor," the record
shows that for a good number of them,
that pledge was no figure of speech.

The strangest 4 of July in history
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The Fourth of July,
by the numbers

250 — Years since the Continental Congress adopted the Declaration of Inde-
pendence on July 4, 1776. This year's celebration marks America's semiquincen-
tennial — if you can pronounce it.

56 — Men who signed the Declaration. The oldest was Benjamin Franklin, 70.
The youngest, South Carolina's Edward Rutledge, was 26.

2.5 million — Estimated population of the 13 colonies in July 1776. The U.S.
population today is roughly 340 million — about 136 times larger.

150 million — Hot dogs Americans are expected to eat on the Fourth, accord-
ing to the National Hot Dog and Sausage Council. That's enough to stretch from
Washington, D.C., to Los Angeles more than five times.

$12.6 billion — What Americans spent on food and beverages for last year's
Fourth of July celebrations, by one industry estimate — an average of more than
$92 per adult.

Nearly $3 billion — Approximate annual American spending on fireworks, ac-
cording to industry figures. The American Pyrotechnics Association says the U.S.
imports more than 300 million pounds of fireworks each year, the vast majority
from China.

Two — Future presidents who signed the Declaration: John Adams and Thomas
Jefferson. Both died on July 4, 1826 — the document's 50th anniversary.

One — President born on the Fourth of July: Calvin Coolidge, in 1872.

8 days — Time it took for the Declaration to be read publicly in New York,
where on July 9, 1776, a crowd celebrated by pulling down a statue of King
George III. Much of the lead statue was later melted into musket balls for the
Continental Army.

Zero — Signatures actually placed on the Declaration on July 4. Most del-
egates signed the engrossed parchment copy on Aug. 2, 1776 — a detail that has
never stopped anyone from celebrating on the Fourth.

As the nation celebrates the 250th anniversary of the
Declaration of Independence this week, it is worth re-
membering what happened on the 50th — a coincidence
so remarkable that Americans at the time saw the hand
of Providence in it.

On July 4, 1826, exactly half a century after the Dec-
laration was adopted in Philadelphia, the two men most
responsible for it died within hours of each other, more
than 500 miles apart.

Thomas Jefferson, the Declaration's principal author,
was 83 and failing at Monticello, his mountaintop home
in Virginia. In his final days, he drifted in and out of
consciousness, and those at his bedside recorded that he
repeatedly asked some version of the same question: "Is
it the Fourth?" He held on through the night of July 3
and died shortly after noon on Independence Day.

That same afternoon, in Quincy, Massachusetts,
90-year-old John Adams — Jefferson's fellow revolu-
tionary, bitter political rival and, in old age, devoted
friend — lay dying in his own home. According to those
present, among his last words were "Thomas Jefferson
survives." He was wrong. Jefferson had died hours ear-
lier, but the news could not have reached Massachusetts.
Adams died that evening.

The friendship between the two men was itself one
of the great American stories. Allies in the Continental
Congress, they served together on the committee that
drafted the Declaration, with Adams pushing the writing
assignment onto the young Virginian. Later, politics tore
them apart. Adams, a Federalist, and Jefferson, a Repub-
lican, fought two of the nastiest presidential campaigns
in the nation's history in 1796 and 1800, and after losing
the second, Adams left Washington without attending
his rival's inauguration.

They did not speak for more than a decade. Then, in
1812, prodded by a mutual friend, Adams sent a short
letter to Monticello. Jefferson answered warmly, and for
the next 14 years the two old revolutionaries carried on
one of the most celebrated correspondences in American

LANTZ

FUNERAL HOME
& CREMATION SERVICES

Douglas A. Lantz - LIC

101 Davis Street, Alderson, WV 24910
304-445-2800

letters — more than 150 letters ranging over politics,
philosophy, religion, grief and the meaning of the revo-
lution they had made together.

When word of the double deaths spread that July, the
nation was stunned. President John Quincy Adams —
John Adams' son — wrote that the timing was a "visible
and palpable" mark of divine favor on the country.

Remarkably, it happened again. Five years later, on
July 4, 1831, James Monroe — the fifth president and
the last of the founding generation to hold the office —
also died, making three of the first five presidents who
died on Independence Day.

And for those keeping score on the other side of the
ledger: only one president was born on the Fourth of
July. Calvin Coolidge arrived on July 4, 1872 — a fact
the famously quiet New Englander was said to take qui-
et pride in.

Happy & Safe
4th of July!

Butch Baus i&eﬁtaurant

Lewisburg Elks Country Club
368 Brush Rd., Lewisburg
304.645.2723
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Notable events that have
taken place on July Fourth

Residents of the United States spend July 4th cele-
brating the country’s independence. Though July 4 has
served as America’s Independence Day for centuries,
many other significant and memorable events have tak-
en place on the fourth day of July.

1744: The Treaty of Lancaster is signed in Pennsylva-
nia. The treaty dictates that the Iroquois will cede land
between the Allegheny Mountains and the Ohio River to
the British colonies.

1776: The United States Declaration of Independence
is adopted by the Second Continental Congress. July 4
actually marks the day the final wording of the declara-
tion, which had been submitted on July 2, was approved.

INDEPENDENCE DAY {

1802: The United States Military Academy officially
commences operations. Located in West Point, New
York, the USMA is the oldest of the five American ser-
vice academies.

1826: On the fiftieth anniversary of the adoption of
the Declaration of the Independence, the second and
third presidents of the United States, John Adams and
Thomas Jefferson, respectively, pass away. Both men
were instrumental to American success during the
American Revolution.

1831: Samuel Francis Smith’s America (My Country,
Tis of Thee) is performed in public for the first time.
The performance took place during a children’s Inde-
pendence Day celebration in Boston.

1845: Naturalist and essayist Henry David Thoreau
moves into a cabin on Walden Pond in Concord, Mas-
sachusetts. His experiences there would later be detailed
in Walden Pond.

1913: President Woodrow Wilson addresses veterans
of the American Civil War at a reunion marking the fif-
tieth anniversary of the Battle of Gettysburg. More than
50,000 veterans of the war, including roughly 9,000
Confederate veterans, attend the reunion.

1939: New York Yankees first baseman Lou Gehrig
announces his retirement to a crowd at Yankee Stadium,
informing them he feels he is the luckiest man on the
face of the earth. Gehrig had recently been diagnosed
with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, a disease that would
later be widely referred to as Lou Gehrig’s disease.

1983: Twenty-four-year old New York Yankees left-
hander Dave Righetti throws a no-hitter against the rival
Boston Red Sox at Yankee Stadium. Righetti struck sev-
en of the first nine batters he faced and even overcame
a delay in the eighth inning when umpire Steve Paler-
mo suffered a knee injury. Outspoken Yankees owner
George Steinbrenner did not attend the game, as he was
in Florida celebrating his 53rd birthday with family.

AMERICA

™

OFFICIAL BEER SPONSOR

Did you know?

Americans will celebrate the 250th anniversary
of the United States in July 2026, and the word
semiquincentennial may come up in conversa-
tion during those celebrations. Some people may
not be familiar with the term and what it means.
A semiquincentennial is the 250th anniversary of
something. It breaks down to half of a quincenten-
nial, which is 500 years. Synonyms may include
sestercentennial, bisequicentennial or quartermil-
lennial. Each term refers to a period of 250 years.
It’s a rather large word for a simple meaning, but
people are bound to hear more of it as 2026 goes on
and Independence Day is celebrated on July 4.

THE HARDWARE STORE AND MORE.

422 EDGAR AVE., WEST, RONCEVERTE
304-647-5353
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