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Airport Authority 
closes FY26 in good 

financial shape
By D.L. Bowles
The Greenbrier County Airport Authority held its 

regular meeting on Tuesday, July 21 at the Greenbrier 
Valley Airport.

After the approval of minutes from the prior month’s 
meeting, Martha Livesay, Airport Director, delivered 
the financial report. In summation, the Airport ended the 
fiscal year in sound financial shape, with all debt paid 
and a monetary surplus. The financial report was unani-
mously approved.

The Authority also approved the hiring of Kevin 
Camp as a full-time lineman, and Olivia Scott as a part-
time lineman. Both hires are effective this month.

The Authority discussed pending projects which are 
continuing to move forward, including the addition of 
hangars and expansion of the terminal.

There was no motion for the Authority to move to 
Executive Session. The next meeting of the Greenbrier 
County Airport Authority is slated for 2 p.m. on Tues-
day, Aug. 18, 2026.

Consumer Alert: 
Consumers warned 
about ‘free’ gas and 

grocery card 
scam mailer

West Virginia Attorney General JB McCuskey is-
sued a consumer alert, warning West Virginians about 
a “free” gas and grocery card mailer that has been re-
ceived by residents in recent weeks. 

Residents have reported receiving a postcard from 
“AAPP” (note: not AARP) claiming that gas and gro-
cery vouchers were being held in their name. Recipi-
ents are instructed to pay a $5 processing fee to obtain 
the cards. Instead of the promised free gas and grocery 
voucher, victims are charged another $46, making the 
total lost $51. 

The postcards may include tracking numbers, expira-
tion dates, and barcodes - all intended to make the of-
fer look legitimate. Some use urgent language including 
“Limited time offer,” “Expiring soon,” or “Final notice.” 

“With the cost of groceries and gasoline going up, 
more families are looking for ways to make a dollar 
stretch - especially those on a fixed income. Scammers 
know this and are taking advantage of people who need 
a little financial relief. We want to get the word out about 
this scam to prevent West Virginians from falling prey to 
fraudsters,” Attorney General McCuskey said. 

Once financial or payment information is provided, 
any of these scenarios may happen: 

• Unauthorized additional charges appear on the con-
sumer’s account

• The consumer is unknowingly entered into a month-
ly subscription program

• The promised gift cards never arrive or low-value 
coupons or promotions are received instead

• The company is difficult or impossible to contact for 
a refund

The Attorney General’s Office Consumer Protection 
Division recommends taking these precautions: 

• Be wary of any contest winnings, awards or rewards, 

Lewisburg City Council approves bid to 
renovate City Hall HVAC system

By D.L. Bowles
During a regular session on Tuesday, July 21, The 

Lewisburg City Council unanimously approved a bid 
to renovate the HVAC at City Hall. City Manager 
Misty Hill advised five companies participated in the 
bidding process but only two of those submitted bids. 
The bid accepted was in the amount of $722,174, 
which was the lowest bid.

In addition to the City Hall HVAC bid, bids have 
been received to renovate the Greenbrier County 
Public Library’s HVAC system. The Council tabled a 
vote on approval of the bid pending further commu-
nication with the Library’s Board of Trustees.

Also on the agenda was the second reading and 
public hearing of Ordinance 334, Health and Sani-
tation Code. Mayor Beverly White opened the floor 

for public comment. There were no comments from the 
public and the measure was approved.

Councilman Seams introduced several measures rec-
ommended by the finance committee. Among those 
measures was bid approval for new and updated play-
ground equipment for Hollowell Park. The  cost of the 
$74,996 bid will be shared by the City and The Hol-
lowell Foundation. The Council approved the measure. 
Other measures recommended by the Finance Commit-
tee included public works equipment, tactical police 
training, updates to the city’s employee payscale, and 
funding for the Lewisburg Literary Festival. All mea-
sures were approved.

The next Lewisburg City Council meeting is slated for 
7 p.m. on Aug. 18, 2026.

Construction continues as WVSOM 
science building expansion takes shape

Greenbrier County 
residents may notice that 
a building on the West 
Virginia School of Osteo-
pathic Medicine’s (WV-
SOM) campus will have a 
new look next year. A $35 
million expansion of the 
Fredric W. Smith Science 
Building is on track for 
completion in 2027.

The building, locat-
ed on the northern side 
of the school’s campus 
along Silo Lane, houses 
the school’s research fa-
cility and gross anatomy 
lab. Due to the renovation 
and expansion, the build-
ing’s parking lot is closed, 
nearby sidewalks facing 
the WVSOM parade field 
are not in use, and areas 
on both sides of the facil-
ity are fenced off to main-
tain a secure construction 
zone.

Justin McAllister, WV-
SOM’s vice president 
of finance and facilities, 
said the project positions 
WVSOM for continued 
growth and strengthens 
the school’s ability to de-
liver an exceptional edu-
cational experience for 
generations of students to 
come.

Science Building Rendering

Science Building Construction
“This expansion represents a step forward for WV-

SOM and reflects our commitment to investing in the 
future of our institution,” he said. “It will provide 
modern spaces that foster innovation, collaboration 
and discovery while significantly expanding oppor-
tunities for student research and scholarly activity. 
The impact of these facilities will be felt far beyond 
campus, as the students we educate today become 
physicians and health care leaders serving communi-
ties across West Virginia and beyond.”

The expansion encompasses an additional 28,523 
square feet - more than doubling the building’s size - 
and will incorporate laboratories for faculty and student 
research, a computer lab, conference rooms, offices and 
a galleria overlooking the WVSOM parade field. Addi-
tionally, a third story is being constructed to allow space 
for external researchers, with the intention of encourag-
ing public-private partnerships and making the school 
and region a hub for biomedical research.

Surge in West Virginia tick bites leads 
health departments to offer medication
By Nadia Ramlagan - Producer 
July 20, 2026
A surge in tick bites in West Virginia has some county health departments offering 

an antibiotic to help prevent Lyme disease if taken within a 72-hour window of being 
bitten.

The number of Lyme disease cases in the Mountain State jumped from around 1,000 
in 2020 to almost 4,000 in 2025, alarming health officials.

Stephen Eschenauer, health officer for the Kanawha-Charleston Health Depart-
ment, said for $25, residents can receive a consultation and a dose of doxycycline 
in Kanawha or Fayette County. Dr. Carolyn Bridgett Morrison, health officer for the 
Greenbrier County Health Department, advised the same treatment is available for 
Greenbrier County residents.

“Preferably, if they can bring the tick in or get the tick removed as quickly as pos-
sible, we can see if they are a candidate to receive the two tablets of doxycycline for 
post-exposure prophylaxis,” Eschenauer explained. “We do that with a nurse visit 
here at the Kanawha-Charleston Health Department.”

Eshenaur added any tick bites leading to fever, aches and pains, fatigue or rashes 
should be addressed by a healthcare provider. Experts recommended using EPA-reg-
istered insect and tick repellents and thoroughly checking the body and scalp for ticks 
after spending time outdoors.

Dr. Joydip Roy, market chief medical officer for UnitedHealthcare of the Mid-At-
lantic, said being careful around tall grasses and wooded areas can help reduce your 
chances of tick exposure.

“You want to walk on trails whenever that’s possible 
because if you’re going off into the brush, then you’re 
going to increase your exposure,” Roy recommended.

Dogs and cats are a common vector for ticks. Eshenaur 
pointed out many people may not realize their pet can 
bring ticks into their home from the yard and may not 

The CDC estimates approximately 476,000 
Americans are diagnosed and treated for Lyme 
disease annually. In 2025, emergency room 
visits for tick bites reached their highest rates 
since 2019. (Adobe Stock) 
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PICK OF THE LITTER

DON’T SHOP •  ADOPT!

These and other animals are available at the 
Greenbrier Humane Society, located at 151 Holi-
day Lane off of Rt. 60 West in Lewisburg. They are 
closed Sunday and Monday, and are open from 11 
a.m. through 5 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday.

Their cat adoption fee is $65 and covers spay/
neuter surgery, first kitty vaccinations, rabies 
vaccine, de-worming, toe nail trim and flea 
treatment.

Their dog adoption fee is $85 and covers spay/
neuter surgery, first dog vaccinations, rabies vac-
cine, de-worming, toe nail trim, flea bath and 
flea treatment.

Call 304-645-4775 for more information.
They also offer donation-based spay/neuter 

vouchers, and clinics are filled on a first-come, 
first-served basis. They use a lot of vets in the 
area but the clinics fill up fast! Fill out an applica-
tion to help prevent animal overpopulation! Call 
304-645-4775 for more information.

POGO
Pogo - male 2 Months

WVSOM Science Building				              	      Continued from Front Page

SPARKY
Sparky - male 1 year

Forest Road 86 to be closed for construction and repair

WVSOM’s gross anatomy lab 
will be reconfigured to accom-
modate more tables and a fresh 
tissue lab. A new mechanical 
system will maintain appropri-
ate temperatures and protect 
WVSOM’s anatomical donations 
in the event of a power outage. 
Advanced ventilation and filtra-
tion systems will help ensure the 
safety of students, faculty and 
staff. Lighting will be updated, 
and windows bringing natural 
light into the lab will be replaced.

Renovations to the existing 
portion of the building are ex-
pected to be completed by July 
2027, with new construction 
scheduled for completion by Oc-
tober 2027.

Greg Perry, WVSOM’s director of facilities and con-
struction services, said the expanded science building 
will complement existing campus structures while add-
ing fresh elements.

“The facility will feature a transformative design un-
like any building on campus in that it’s a combination of 
contemporary exterior architecture while keeping many 
of the exterior elements of the existing building, like the 
precast arches,” he said.

Former West Virginia Gov. Jim Justice and West Vir-
ginia State Delegate Vernon Criss, in his capacity as 
House finance committee chair, were instrumental in 
securing funding for the expansion through a $29 mil-
lion appropriation from the West Virginia Legislature 
in 2024. Additional funding includes a $6 million grant 
from the U.S. Health Resources and Services Admin-
istration, championed by U.S. Senator Shelley Moore 
Capito and supported by U.S. Representative Carol 
Miller, as well as WVSOM institutional funds.

A ceremonial ground-breaking took place in August 
2025, and construction started in March 2026.

In June, first-phase demolition was completed on por-
tions of the existing structure that will connect to the 

new construction, as were mechanical, electrical and 
plumbing infrastructure that must be in place before 
walls can be built. Preparation and testing of the foun-
dation for the additional space is complete, and deep 
foundation elements will soon be installed around the 
expansion footprint perimeter.

While construction continues, faculty and student 
research labs are temporarily relocated to WVSOM’s 
main building. The gross anatomy lab and other parts of 
the existing building remain in use.

James W. Nemitz, Ph.D., WVSOM’s president, said 
he appreciates the governmental support that is making 
the expansion possible.

“This expansion of our research enterprise is a critical 
investment in WVSOM and the Greenbrier Valley,” he 
said. “I am grateful for the legislative and congressional 
support that enabled this economic development project 
to become a reality.”

Edward Tucker Architects and Hasenstab Architects 
designed the expansion. Engineers include Scheeser 
Buckley Mayfield, Schaefer Engineering and GAI Con-
sultants. SQP Construction Group is the general con-
tractor responsible for the construction.

Science Building Construction

Monongahela National Forest officials and project 
partners finalized plans recently during a pre-construc-
tion meeting for upcoming Aquatic Organism Passage 
(AOP) projects under the Upper Greenbrier River (UGN) 
initiative. Construction is scheduled to break ground the 
week of July 20, 2026, at two key locations: the Forest 
Road (FR) 17 / Little River low-water crossing site and 
the FR 44 / Unnamed Tributary to West Fork Greenbrier 
River site (upstream from Elklick Run).

The upcoming work will affect motorized access for 

the public. A portion of FR44 and FR17 will be closed 
to through traffic from July 20th-August 21st, 2026. To 
minimize inconvenience to the public FR179 (Elklick) 
will be open starting the same day as the closure. Nor-
mally, FR179 does not open for motorized access until 
September 1. 

The upcoming work includes the following project 
components and environmental coordination efforts:

• FR 17 Little River Site & Maintenance: In addition 
to new construction, partners identified necessary main-

tenance work at the previously installed AOP structure at 
the FR 17 lower crossing. Trout Unlimited (TU) intends to 
perform this maintenance concurrently while specialized 
equipment and personnel are already deployed nearby.

• Habitat Coordination: Project managers are actively 
coordinating associated instream work timelines and 
methodologies to ensure full protection of the endan-
gered Candy Darter and its designated critical habitat.

• FR 44 Site Improvements: Excavation at the FR 44 
unnamed tributary site is expected to generate a consider-
able amount of waste soil material. To maximize efficien-
cy, project managers tentatively identified a beneficial-
use opportunity to deposit the excess soil at the dispersed 
campsite immediately adjacent to the project.

• This waste-material strategy will allow crews to level 
the existing campsite ground. Once vegetation is fully 
re-established, the effort will result in significantly im-
proved site conditions for forest visitors while reducing 
the environmental impact of hauling material offsite

Visitors are asked to respect all posted closures and 
avoid attempting to bypass the affected area. Updates will 
be shared on the Monongahela National Forest website 
and social media as new information becomes available.

Greenbrier County Commission supports West 
Virginia Goes Purple

By D.L. Bowles
At its regular meeting 

on July 21, the County 
Commission issued a 
proclamation to support 
the recovery initiative, 
West Virginia Goes Purple 
and recognize Septem-
ber as National Recovery 
Month. Several residents 
were in attendance to sup-
port the initiative. Dave 
Taylor, who serves as an 
outreach and community 

liaison for recovery and 
wellness organizations in 
West Virginia, spoke to 
the Commission about the 
prevalence of addiction in 
West Virginia and the im-
portance of recovery.

West Virginia Goes 
Purple is a statewide, 
grassroots initiative dedi-
cated to raising addiction 
awareness and fighting the 
stigma around recovery. 
For National Recovery 

Month, the initiative asks 
citizens to show solidar-
ity and break the stigma 
of substance abuse disor-
der. During September, 
citizens are asked to wear 
purple, display purple rib-
bons and lights, share re-
covery stories and support 
local treatment initiatives.

The Commission ap-
proved a contract for 
mowing the Meadow 

River Trail. The approval 
of the bid from AMF En-
terprises is contingent on 
Fayette County paying 
half the cost of the con-
tract.

The Commission ap-
proved an ordinance to 
increase the hotel/motel 
occupancy tax from the 
present rate of 3%. In 2007 
West Virginia granted 
counties the authority to 

raise the tax up to 6%. The 
Commission advised the 
county did not raise the 
tax over the years at the 
request of The Greenbrier 
Hotel. Before the ordi-
nance is implemented, the 
Commission will hold pub-
lic hearings on Sept. 2 at 11 
a.m. and Sept. 3 at 6 p.m.

In other business, the 
Commission advised they 
are continuing to work on 

completing zoning ordi-
nances prior to holding a 
public hearing. The Com-
mission advised the forth-
coming ordinances will 
not change current zoning 
maps or classifications 
and will impact only about 
8% of the county.

The next County Com-
mission meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, Aug. 11, 
2026 at 10 a.m.

Thanks for making us your 
local listening choice!

Today’s 
Rock

Greenbrier Valley’s Talk 
and News Headquarters

Your Classic 
Hits Station

The Classics 
and Today’s 

Country
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Briefly

Public Meetings
Rainelle Town Council
meetings are held every second and fourth Monday 
of each month at 7 p.m. at Rainelle City Hall. The 
public is invited to attend.
Greenbrier County Farmland 
Protection Board
meets on the 4th Thursday of each month at 10:30 
a.m. at the Greenbrier County Courthouse, 912 Court 
Street North, Lewisburg, WV 24901 in the County 
Commission Meeting Room. The public is invited to 
attend. Call 304-520-3221 for more information.
Lewisburg Planning Commission
will meet Thursday, Aug. 6 at 5 p.m. in Paul R. Cool-
ey Council Chambers to hear the following agenda:
•	 Aaron and Monica Maxwell, 125 Janet St - minor 
	 subdivision of Parcel ID 13-10-0027-0016-0000
•	 Comments from the public
•	 Comments from Planning and Zoning Officer
•	 Comments from Commissioners
•	 Approval of Minutes
The next scheduled meeting of the Lewisburg Plan-
ning Commission will be held on Thursday, Sept. 3, 
2026 at 5 p.m. The deadline for completed applica-
tion submission is Wednesday, Aug. 14 at 10 a.m.

Carnegie Hall
Annual Meeting Notice
Carnegie Hall will hold its Annual Membership Meet-
ing Monday, July 27, at 6 p.m., in the Hamilton Audi-
torium. Individuals or families who contributed at least 
$50 to the H
 une 30, 2026, are considered members of the Hall and 
are invited to attend. The agenda includes the year-end 
report for FY 2025-26 and the election of new board 
members. Light refreshments will be served. Please 
email ceo@carnegiehallwv.org if you plan to attend.

   New Cases from 7/15/26 to 7/22/26

New Civil Cases
Bert Honaker v. Charles E. Collins

Meredith J Lauderdale v. Colonial Ford, Inc
Kimberly Spencer v. Colonial Ford, Inc

Red target, LLC dba SCJ Commercial Financial 
Services v. Hunter Gabriel Grimes

Suits

THANK YOU FOR READING
THE MOUNTAIN MESSENGER

Greenbrier County Magistrate 
Court Convictions

Issac Ross Pritt, Summersville, speeding, fine 
$18, GP
Maureen K. McCarthy, Indianapolis, IN, improp-
er lane change, fine $25, NCP
Shawn Monroe King, White Sulphur Springs, 1) 
no or expired registration, fine $50; 2) driving 
without valid drivers license, fine $25, NCP
Beneta Jo LaGrange, Rupert, cruelty to animals 
- withholding animal treatment, fine $300, GP
Brian A. Richmond, Asbury, failure to attach reg-
istration plates to rear of vehicle, fine $20, GP
Tina R. Brown, Lewisburg failure to vaccinate 
against rabies, fine $10, GP
Dusty Lee Mays, Gap Mills, 1) driving while li-
cense suspended or revoked, fine $100; 2) no 
proof of insurance, fine $200, GP

Select City National 
Bank locations 

to sell discounted 
Fair tickets

Officials at the State Fair of West Virginia and City 
National Bank are excited to announce that select bank 
locations across the region will sell advance discounted 
admission and ride passes to the 101st Annual State Fair 
of West Virginia, set for Aug. 13-22, 2026.

“We are very excited and appreciative of the opportu-
nity to once again work with City National Bank to sell 
tickets for the Annual State Fair of West Virginia,” State 
Fair CEO Kelly Collins said. “This gives people who 
don’t live near the fairgrounds a convenient opportunity 
to purchase their tickets at the discounted rate.”

Participating locations will have State Fair tickets on 
sale through the close of business on July 31. Only cash 
or checks will be accepted; credit cards cannot be ac-
cepted. For a complete list of participating locations, 
please visit www.statefairofwv.com.

For 2026, advance adult admission tickets (age 11 and 
older) are $10 if purchased by July 31. Advance carnival 
discounts include a $30 Mega Pass, which is valid for 
one day and includes 12 hours of unlimited rides (11 
a.m. to 11 p.m.).

Concert tickets are available for all shows and may be 
purchased online or at the State Fair Box Office. While 
concert tickets are not offered at a discounted rate, gate 
admission is included with each concert ticket.

Tickets purchased online through ETIX are subject to 
a convenience fee.

The 101st Annual State Fair of West Virginia will be 
held Aug. 13–22. The State Fair of West Virginia, with a 
$42.8 million economic impact on the state, is a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit corporation committed to the traditions of 
agriculture, family entertainment, and education. For 
more information, please visit www.statefairofwv.com 
or follow the State Fair on Facebook, Instagram, and 
TikTok. Join the conversation using #SFWV.

Consumer Alert           Continued from Front Page

especially if you didn’t enter
• Never pay money to claim prizes, real contests don’t 

require payment
• Never provide personal or financial information in 

response to unsolicited contact by mail, email, text or 
phone

• Never send money to people you haven’t met in per-
son 

• Research before you trust. Verify identities, compa-
nies, and claims independently

You can find out more about scams, ways to protect 
yourself, and file a scam report at ago.wv.gov. You can 
also call our Consumer Protection Hotline and speak 
with our Scam Coordinator at 1-800-368-8808.

bother to check themselves because they stayed inside.
“The animal may have brought the tick in and it has 

been transmitted onto them, especially if it gets up into 
their bed or on their couch,” Eshenaur noted.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention rec-
ommends removing an attached tick using fine-tip twee-
zers and afterward, washing the area with soap and water.

Live ticks should be disposed of by placing them in 
a sealed container or in a jar of alcohol, wrapping them 
in tape and throwing away or flushing them down the 
toilet.

Tick Bites                     Continued from Front Page

Red Cross supporting storm ravaged 
West Virginia communities

Where to find help, how to help and how to safely recover
The American Red Cross is assisting those impacted 

by the severe weather, strong winds and devastating 
flooding that impacted multiple West Virginia counties 
last night. Red Cross workers and partners have been 
operating shelters in Barbour, Lewis and Upshur Coun-
ties by providing personnel, cots, blankets and hygiene 
items. 

When and where it is safe to do so, Red Cross volun-
teers are helping assess the damage in affected commu-
nities. This work will help us to better understand what 
help families may need in the coming days and weeks. 
Anyone who has been affected by the storm is welcome 
to stop by a shelter to get information, a hot meal, charge 
their phone and get other essential support. If your home 
has been impacted or to find open shelters visit redcross.
org/gethelp, download the free Red Cross Emergency 
app or call 1-800-REDCROSS (800-733-2767). 

The Red Cross declared an emergency blood and 
platelet shortage on July 13 after the nation’s blood 
supply dropped 25% in June to critically low levels. 
Extreme weather across the country has contributed to 
lower donor turnout. Blood donors in unimpacted areas 
are urgently needed now - especially those with type O 
blood - to help rebuild the blood supply and ensure hos-
pitals have the blood products needed for patients ex-
periencing trauma, undergoing cancer treatment, facing 
surgery or other medical emergencies. Book an appoint-
ment to give blood when and where it is safe to do so by 
using the Blood Donor App, visiting redcrossblood.org 
or calling 1-800-REDCROSS (1-800-733-2767)

To ensure individuals are staying safe after the flood 
follow these safety tips:

Prevent Injuries
• Understand the dangers you may face and keep your 

loved ones safe.
• Avoid fallen power lines, poles, and wires. They can 

electrocute you.
• Watch out for falling trees and other debris.
• Use flashlights or battery-powered lanterns, rather 

than candles, to reduce fire risk.
• Many injuries happen during cleanup. Wear protec-

tive equipment, like boots, long pants, work gloves, 
eyewear, and an N95 respirator to protect your lungs. 
Follow the advice of local public health officials.

• Learn how to use equipment safely. Do not touch 
electrical equipment if it is wet or if you are standing in 
water because you could get electrocuted.

• Cleaning up is a big job. Take care of yourself. Work 
with a partner and take frequent breaks.

Protect Your Health
• Flooding can contaminate drinking water. Check 

with your local public health department about drinking 
water safety.

• Don’t get sick from eating spoiled food. Throw out 
food that got wet or warm. When in doubt, throw it out!

• Stay away from floodwaters. They may contain sew-
age, sharp items, and chemicals that can make you ill.
If your home was flooded: 

• If possible, dry your home and everything in it as 
quickly as you can within 24 to 48 hours.

• If you cannot return to dry your home within 24 to 
48 hours, you should assume you have mold growth. 
When it is safe to return home, completely dry every-
thing, clean up the mold and make sure you don’t still 
have a moisture problem.

• Keep wet areas well-ventilated. Throw away wet 
materials that can’t be repaired or dried.

• Prevent carbon monoxide poisoning. Gasoline, pro-
pane, natural gas, or charcoal-burning devices should 
never be used inside a home, basement, garage, tent, or 
camper - or even outside near an open window. Carbon 

monoxide can’t be seen or smelled, but it can kill you 
fast. If you start to feel sick, dizzy, or weak, get to fresh 
air right away - do not delay.

Take Care of Yourself
• It’s normal to have a lot of bad feelings, stress, or 

anxiety following disaster.
• Eat healthy food and get enough sleep to help you 

deal with stress.
• You can contact the Disaster Distress Helpline for 

free if you need to talk to someone. Call or text 1-800-
985-5990

For more recovery tips, visit redcross.org/flood. You 
can also download the free Emergency app that provides 
40 customized weather alerts with fast notifications, 
step-by-step preparedness guides and an interactive map 
with shelters that is compatible with Apple Watch and 
Android Wearable devices.

If you would like to help those impacted by disas-
ters like these severe storms, visit redcross.org/donate 
to provide a financial donation or text REDCROSS to 
90999. Another way to support the lifesaving mission of 
the Red Cross is to become a volunteer at redcross.org/
volunteertoday. For additional community resources, 
call 211. If you have been impacted and need assistance, 
please call 1-800-RED-CROSS. 
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Lucille Hill

Lucille Hill, 83, of Lew-
isburg, WV, formerly of 
Glade Springs, VA, passed 
away Friday, July 17, 2026 
at her home surrounded by 
her family.

Lucille was born Nov. 
27, 1942 At Organ Cave, 
WV, a daughter of the 
late Theodore Pat Work-
man and Hazel G. Holmes 
Workman. 

In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death 
by her husbands, Darold 
Hill, Harold Thomas and 
Jimmie Tabscott; siblings, 
Ruth McCoy, Hubert 
Workman, Rosa Bennett, 
Durvie Workman, Jerry 
Workman, Marlin Work-
man and Dottie Clinebell.

She is survived by her 
children, Douglas (Bil-
lie) Thomas of Clinton-
ville and Michelle (Matt) 
Curry of Lewisburg, and 
adopted children, Mike 
(Debbie) Bise; grandchil-
dren, Michael Bowes, 
Kayla Bowes, Jacob Burn-
sand Timothy Vance; great 
grandchildren, Greyson 
Burns and Amethyst Mc-
Gehee. Also surviving are 
her siblings, Brad Work-
man, Curtis Workman, 
Linda Spencer and Donna 
Bostic.

Services will be at 3 p.m. 
Tuesday, July 21, 2026 at 
Wallace & Wallace Fu-

Obituaries

See “Obituaries” __Page 5

252 Montvue Drive, 
Lewisburg, WV 24901

304-645-1851

Chapel Seating For 400 Comfortably
Well Lit Parking Lot With 125 Spaces

12 Reserved For Those 
With Exceptionalities

Wheelchair Accessible – 
Modern Technology

Headstones, Markers 
and Memorials

www.morganfh.net
FB-@morganfhwv

James “ Richie” Holliday II, CFSP
Owner/Licensee In Charge

Robert Larry
Ewing

God received, in Heav-
en, a wonderful man; his 
name is Robert Larry 
Ewing. He died on July 
15, 2026, at Lewis Gale 
Medical Center in Salem, 
VA. He had a heart attack 
and battled cancer. He was 
born in Hico, WV on May 
27, 1941, he was 85 years 
old.

His parents were Eu-
phie William and Kathleen 
Hypes Ewing. He also had 
three brothers who preced-
ed him in death: Huling, 
Ray, and Kenneth Ewing.

He loved going to 
church. He was a member 
and a Deacon of the Wild 
Meadow Baptist Church 
in White Sulphur Springs, 
WV. He retired, after 39 
years, from Westvaco, 
working as a chemical op-
erator.

He enjoyed hunting, 
fishing and growing a gar-
den. He was a Veteran, who 
proudly served his country.

Surviving are his wife of 
63 years, Clara Faye Ew-
ing; his children Regina 
Ewing and Robert Larry 
Ewing, Jr. (Melissa); his 
grandchildren Trey and 
Lance Ewing; and nieces 
and nephews.

Per his request, there 
will be no funeral servic-
es. His family will have a 
private celebration of life.

Joyce Boone
Bland

 
Joyce Boone Bland of 

Trinity, NC, passed away 
Feb. 20, 2026.

She is the daughter of 
Daniel and Evelyn Boone, 
born in Frankford, WV. 
She grew up in Max-
welton before moving to 
North Carolina.

She is preceded in death 
by her parents; husband, 
Jerry Bland; brother, Ron-
del Boone; sister, Patricia 
Boone.

Living family; broth-
ers, Ralph Boone, Ran-
dall Boone of Maxwelton; 
sister, Julia Gillilan of 
White Sulphur Springs; 
children, Karla Moore, 
Jeremy Bland, Valerie 
Bland; grandchildren, 
Jennifer Moore, Christo-
pher Moore; great-grand-
son, Remington Ashburn; 
nephew, Joseph Gilli-
lan; nieces, Dana Gillilan, 
Ashley Boone, Loretta 
Fisher, Tina Dunbar; and 
extended family members.

Memorial graveside ser-
vice and interment will be 
Aug. 8, 2026 at 10 AM in 
Enon Baptist Church cem-
etery, Vago Road, Frank-
ford, WV. Rev. Ron Miller 
officiating. Pastor Sam Mc-
Clung.

Lory Mae
Dale

Lory Mae Dale, 74, of 
Lewisburg, WV, passed 
away on Wednesday, July 
15, 2026, at Good Samari-
tan Hospice in Roanoke, 
VA. 

Born Dec. 19, 1951 in 
Rochester, NY, she was 
the daughter of the late 
Clifford L. Burgett and 
Hazel M. Howard. 

She was preceded in 
death by her daughter, 
Crystal Dawn Dale. She 
is survived by her two 
granddaughters, Angelina 
Valentine Scott and Ar-
wyn Samantha Waid, as 
well as her Other Daugh-
ter, Crystal Vaughn. 

Lory was a woman 
known for her generos-
ity and heart of gold, as 
well as her love of music 
and nature. She touched 
countless lives with her 
kindness over the years. 
Whether she was decorat-
ing Christmas trees for ev-
ery nursing home resident 
in Greenbrier County, or 
baking cookies for the 
garbage man, she was al-
ways giving back to those 
around her. She will be re-
membered as whimsical, 
joyous, and overflowing 
with life.

Visitation begins on 
Monday, July 20, 2026 at 
2 p.m. at Morgan Funeral 
Home. Funeral services 
are scheduled for 3 p.m. 

Please wear your bright-
est colors and join us to 
celebrate the life, love, 
and legacy of Lory Dale.

Online guestbook can be 
signed at www.morganfh.
net. Arrangements en-
trusted to Morgan Funeral 
Home, Lewisburg, WV. 

neral Home in Lewisburg, 
with Pastor Wes Comer of-
ficiating.

A visitation will be held 
one hour prior to the ser-
vice on Tuesday.

Wallace & Wallace Fu-
neral Home in Lewisburg 
is in charge of arrange-
ments. Please send online 
condolences by visiting 
www.WallaceandWallace-
FH.com

Mark Alan
Butcher

Mark Alan Butcher, 66, 
went to heaven to be with 
his parents, brother Butch, 
sister-in-law Patricia, sev-
eral aunts and uncles, and 
friends on July 20, 2026.

Mark was born in Fair-
mont, WV on Aug. 8, 
1959. He married Bobbie 
Jo Deitz Butcher on Feb. 
20, 1998. He has fought 
and survived many years 
of life-changing medi-
cal conditions including 
COPD, Respiratory issues.

He is preceded in death 
by his parents, Rev. Verlin 
E. Butcher and Roberta 
“Bobby Lee” Butcher. In 
addition to his parents, he 
is preceded in death by his 
brother, Verlin “Butch” 
Butcher, sister-in-law Pa-
tricia Butcher of Crawley 
WV, and great-nephew 
Grayson Butcher of Mor-
gantown, WV.

Mark was an active 
member of FFA and 4-H 
clubs through-out the 
years. He participated in 
National 4-H Club Con-
gress for Tractor Driving 
and Square Dance compe-
titions. He showed cows at 
the State Fair of WV. He 
supported his own children 
and encouraged others to 
be an active member of 
FFA and 4-H. Mark loved 
to spend time camping 
and participating in fam-
ily reunions at Bull Town 
Lake. He also loved help-
ing Williamsburg Flying 
Falcons 4-H Club with 
outings and dinners. Mark 
built a smoker for a whole 
hog and enjoyed people 
getting together to use it 
for anniversaries, reunions, 
Clintonville Volunteer Fire 
Department Dinners.

Mark has worked at 
Greenbrier Public Service 
District, truck operator for 
Burns Motor Freight and 
Walter J. Sheets Truck-
ing, a self-employed truck 
driver and Greenbrier 
County Schools Bus Driv-
er for 7 years at “Squat and 
Dodge” in Quinwood, WV. 
After being put on oxygen 
and needing a heart valve 
replacement, Mark had to 
take disability and support 
his family by going with 
them as much as possible 
or making suggestions and 
advising them on follow-
ing through projects. He 
supported Bobbie Jo by 
staying in a camper during 
the State Fair while she 
worked the horse show, 
listening to horse show 
planning meetings, and 
watching horses and ex-
hibitors in the upper ring.

Mark is survived by 
his wife, Bobbie Jo and 
their three children Da-
kota Carden (Doug), Tara 
Butcher (Josh) and Trace 
Butcher (Hanna) and 
grandchildren Maxwell 
Butcher and Nora McFer-
rin, parents-in-law, Rob-
ert and Georgene Deitz of 
Lewisburg, sister-in-law 

Cheryl of Crawley and 
the Philippines, Kenneth 
Butcher of Clintonville, 
Richard and Barbara of 
Frankford, and his sis-
ter Rev. Dr. Joy Butcher-
Winfree; brother-in-law 
Olen Winfree of Princeton; 
sister-in-law Regina Deitz 
of Lewisburg, brother-in-
law Kevin Deitz and Angie 
Linton of Lewisburg, niec-
es and nephews, Matthew 
Butcher, Daniel Boggs, 
Jason Butcher (Sharon), 
Melissa Butcher (Ronnie), 
Jessica Pyne (Brent), Leah 
Wray (Mathew), Brad-
ley Butcher (Amanda), 
Aaron Winfree (Callista), 
three great-neices, Adri-
anna Butcher, Ella Pyne 
and Finley Wray; and five 
great-nephews, Gavin, 
and Mason Pyne, Carson 
Wray, Camden Butcher, Eli 
Butcher, Connor Winfree, 
and Caden Winfree. He 
is also survived by many 
cousins.

The family would like 
to extend a heart-felt thank 
you to family, friends, and 
colleagues for their love, 
prayers, and support. A 
special thank you to the 
Alderson Rescue Squad, 
GVMC Emergency De-
partment, White Sulphur 
Springs Rescue Squad, 
Raleigh General Hospital 
Emergency Department, 
Dr. Pamela Butcher, We 
Care Medical, American 
Home Patient, Lincare 
Medical, CAMC Memori-
al Hospital Staff, Greenbri-
er County Palliative Care, 
Mike Loudermilk, and 
Morgan Funeral Home.

Services include Visi-
tation at Morgan Funeral 
Home, 252 Montvue Drive, 
Lewisburg, WV 24901, on 
Thursday, July 23, from 
6-8 p.m. and Funeral Ser-
vice on Friday, July 24, at 
11 a.m. with Pastor Mike 
Loudermilk officiating.

Eugene Maynard
Simmons

Eugene Maynard Sim-
mons, 89, of Hillsboro, 
passed away peacefully 
at his home on July 20, 
2026. Gene was preceded 
in death by his mother 
Clara Simmons and father 
John David Simmons of 
Renick, his sister Nancy 
Loudermilk, and his step-
daughter Amy Widney. 
Gene was born on Oct. 19, 
1936 in Renick, WV. He 
attended 1st-12th grades 
of school at Renick, where 
he never missed a single 
day of school. He then 
went on to play baseball 
at Potomac State College. 
He then graduated from 
West Virginia University 
with a degree in History, 
and then obtained a law 
degree from WVU.

Eugene is survived by 
his wife of 45 years, Linda 
(Foe) Simmons. He is also 
survived by his three sons, 
David (Allison), Dustin, 
and Daniel. He had six be-
loved grandchildren, Jer-
sey Simmons (21), Ron-
nie Simmons (19), Evelyn 
Simmons (10), Rhett Sim-
mons (8), Juliette Sim-
mons (5), and Ava Grace 
Fullen (4).

Eugene had many major 
passions in life. His great-
est passion was his love 
of farming and agriculture 
- he was a farmer for his 
entire life. He loved rais-
ing animals and crops, and 
was actively involved in 
4-H and FFA in his young-
er years. Gene bought and 
sold several different farms 
and tracts of land over the 
years, and enjoyed devel-
oping and improving many 
of these areas.

Another passion was 
his love for the practice 
of law. His storied legal 
career spanned over an 
impressive six decades in 
private practice, and as a 
prosecuting attorney. He 
loved the courtroom, the 
courthouse, and most ev-
erybody that worked in 
the legal world. Eugene 
was an avid reader of 
anything he could get his 
hands on, from the Poca-
hontas Times to the State 
Journal to shelves of legal 
books in his office.

Next was his love of 
sports. Gene loved ev-
ery single sport - from 
baseball to football, from 
basketball to soccer, and 
track and field to skiing, 
golf, tennis, and softball. 
Gene may have very well 
set the lifetime record for 

Charles Franklin
Cole

Charles Franklin Cole, 
72, of Victor passed away 
early Monday morning, 
July 20, 2026 at Bowers 
Hospice House, Beckley.

He was born on May 
7, 1954 at Victor; he was 
the son of the late James 
Franklin Cole and Geral-
dine Helen Crist Cole.

In addition to his par-
ents, he was preceded 
in death by a sister, Pa-
tricia Ann Cole and his 
late friend and caregiver, 
Dwayne McGraw.

Charles liked to listen to 
Gospel music and watch-
ing his favorite TV show 
The Andy Griffith show.

Those left to cherish his 
memory are his brother, 
Darrell “Monkey” (Mar-
celle) Cole of Victor; niece, 
April (R.D.) Ferrell; neph-
ew, Brian (Amanda) Cole; 
great-nieces and nephews, 
Hannah Cole, Taylor Cole, 
Addison Cole, Genna Fer-
rell and Griffin Ferrell; spe-
cial cousin, Louise Wills; 
special friends and care-
givers, George Bennett and 
Barbara Bennett.

Graveside service will be 

at 1 p.m., Friday, July 24, 
2026 at Restlawn Memory 
Gardens with Pastor Aar-
on McGraw officiating. 
Friends may gather with 
the family from 12 noon 
until time of service.

Online condolences may 
be made to the family by 
visiting www.wallaceand-
wallacefh.com

Wallace & Wallace, Inc. 
of Ansted, WV, is in charge 
of arrangements.

attendance at PCHS and 
Greenbrier East sporting 
events. He was always in-
credibly active and on the 
move, and he liked to en-
courage youth to strive to 
be their best.

Eugene was actively 
involved in the Marlinton 
Rotary Club receiving the 
prestigious Paul Harris 
award. He was a member 
at Oak Grove Presbyterian 
Church and also served in 
the US Army. Gene will 
be deeply missed by his 
family and many friends.

A memorial service 
will be held at 4:00 pm on 
Thursday, July 30, 2026 at 
the Oak Grove Presbyte-
rian Church in Hillsboro, 
WV, with Pastor Julian 
Rittenhouse and Pastor 
Andrew Rice officiating. 
Interment with Military 
Honors by the U.S. Army 
and the Pocahontas Coun-
ty Veterans Honor Corp 
will follow the service at 
Morningside Cemetery at 
Renick, WV.

Visitation will be from 
12 noon until 3 p.m. at the 
church prior to the service.

Wallace & Wallace Fu-
neral Home in Lewisburg 
is in charge of arrange-
ments. Please send online 
condolences by visiting 
www.WallaceandWallace-
FH.com

Hanna Noell
Hylton

With heavy hearts, the 
family announces the 
passing of Hanna Noell 
Hylton, on Saturday, July 
18, 2026, at the age of 32. 
She was the daughter of 
Richard Hylton of Second 
Creek, WV and Rebecca 
Britt of Covington, VA.

Hanna was so much 
more than the challenges 
she faced. We will never 
fully understand the depth 
of the pain or the strug-
gles, but we can choose 
to remember her for the 
love she gave, the joy she 
brought, and the light she 
shared with us. She found 
peace in life’s simple plea-
sures, especially spending 
time in nature, which was 
her happy place. Though 
life was not always easy, 
it was filled with moments 
of kindness, friendship, 
and love that will never be 
forgotten.

Hanna is survived by her 
beloved son, Jaxen Hylton, 
and daughter, Jena Mazey; 
her parents, Richard Hyl-
ton (Ann) and Rebecca 
Britt; her siblings, Kenneth 
Hylton (Tracey), Walker 
Hylton (Miranda), and 
Gracie Hylton; her grand-
mother, Sharon Hylton; 
her aunt, Debbie Hylton-
Adams (Danny) her uncle 
Seth Brock; and several 
cherished nieces, nephews, 
cousins, extended family 
members, and dear friends 
who will carry her memory 
in their hearts forever.

In honor of Hanna’s 
memory, we ask those 
who knew and loved her 
to choose kindness, hold 
their loved ones a little 
closer, and remember that 
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Hanna Noell Hylton
 obituary continued

Club / Church

First Baptist Church of Rainelle 
Food Pantry. 2026 Saturday 

distribution schedule
July 25, Aug. 22, Sept. 26, Oct. 24, 

Nov. 21, & Dec. 19.
Food distribution is the fourth Saturday of each 
month, with the exception of the holiday in Novem-
ber and December, which will be the third Saturday. 
First Baptist Church of Rainelle is located at 345 
Seventh Street, Rainelle, WV. For more information 
call 304-438-6311 or email FoodPantry-FBCR@out-
look.com

Summer 2026 Vacation Bible 
School - Lewisburg Baptist Church

Lewisburg Baptist Church is inviting all children 
ages 4 through finished 5th grade to attend our Sum-
mer 2026 Vacation Bible School on Monday, July 
27 - Thursday, July 30 from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
(lunch is provided). The theme this year is “The 
Great Jungle Journey - An Epic Cruise through Gen-
esis to Revelation.” Children will explore Biblical 
questions as they set off on an epic adventure on a 
fun jungle cruise through the Bible. Please see Lew-
isburg Baptist Church on Facebook to learn more 
and to register. Please call us with any questions 
(304-645-3797).

Celebrating Recovery program at 
Mt. Hermon UMC

Please join us for our Celebrating Recovery pro-
gram at Mt. Hermon United Methodist Church in 
Renick. If you are dealing with any type of addic-
tion issues, we invite you to join us each Tuesday 
afternoon at 5:30 p.m. Childcare is available and 
a meal is served prior to each meeting. For more 
information call 304-667-2532. We are located at 
27404 Seneca Trail North, Renick, WV.

Celebrate Recovery at
River of Life Church of God

There is a welcome space for anyone seeking healing 
from life’s hurts, habits, and hang-ups. This faith-
based recovery group focuses on spiritual growth 
through biblical principles, helping individuals find 
strength and purpose through their relationship with 
God. Participants benefit from a supportive commu-
nity where they can share openly, build accountabil-
ity and develop meaningful connections. The pro-
gram encourages personal reflection, forgiveness 
and lasting change rooted in faith. Many find that 
combining recovery with spiritual guidance brings 
deeper healing than traditional methods alone. 
Whether you are struggling personally or support-
ing someone who is, Celebrate Recovery provides 
hope, encouragement and a path forward. If you 
wish to attend a meeting, just show-up on Mondays 
at 6 pm at the River of Life Church of God, 503 
Highland Trail. For more information contact Pastor 
Anthony Carter at 304-661-0670.

God’s Way Home Inc.
Our mission is to help men in our area suffering from 
drug and alcohol addiction by teaching them who Je-
sus Christ is and what he has done for them to set 
them free in his name and through his blood. As well 
as, how to become effective and productive men. We 
are located at 477 Main Street, Rainelle, WV. For 
more information, please contact Andrew Bailes at 
304-646-6655 or email andrew@godswayhome.org

Church Bulletin

Reunions
Bennett Family Reunion
Descendants of JC “Jimmy” and Nora Myrtle Saw-
yers Bennett are having a Bennett Family Reunion. 
Saturday, July 25, 2026 at Hollowell Park, Matthews 
Street, Lewisburg. Plan to eat at 1 PM. Bring a cov-
ered dish and visit with your relatives and friends. 
Share a good meal, family history, family pictures 
and a good time! For questions please call, Joyce 
Morgan, 304-661-6455, Charlotte Morgan, 304-
645-1179, or Genevieve Wiley at 304-645-2573.

Hedrick/Shepherd 59th Family Re-
union
The 59th Hedrick/Shepherd Reunion will be held 
on Saturday, Aug. 1, 2026, starting at 12 noon at 
the Mount Vernon Church picnic shelter near Fort 
Spring, WV. Eating utensils and meat will be provid-
ed. Please bring a covered dish, a beverage, family 
pictures, and stories to share with everyone. Neigh-
bors, friends, and all descendants are invited to attend 
our 59th celebration. For more information or direc-
tions, please contact Steve Hedrick at 304-645-2630.

Descendants of James M. Hodges 
and Jeremiah O’Brien Reunion

• DATE CHANGE •
SUNDAY, AUGUST 2, 2026 - FIRST CHURCH 
OF GOD FELLOWSHIP HALL, 222 NORTH 

AVENUE, RONCEVERTE, WV
GATHER NOON - DINNER 1 PM

Bring pictures, family tree information, past reunion 
information, and other memorabilia to share. Also 
bring addresses for family members that have moved 
of who you may want to add to our mailing list. The 
descendants are dying and we, the reunion commit-
tee, need you and your families to help in continuing 
this RICH tradition. Please bring anyone and COME 
enjoy the FINE food and GOOD fellowship. Come 
and catch up on the family news and reminisce about 
the good old days/times. Please share this announce-
ment with family members and relatives who may 
not be on our current mailing list. If your address has 
changed, we need your new address for our mailing 
list. Please call Nancy Hodges at {Home} 304-647-
3451 or {Cell} 304-520-1754 for the changes in your 
address. HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!

Mountain Messenger
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LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1985
Strengthening Community and Promoting 

Diversity in the Greenbrier Valley

Mountain Messenger’s
Properties & Lifestyles

Our high-gloss, magazine style 
featuring area real estate 

P U B L I S H E D  M O N T H LY  •

www.mountainmessenger.com 
The most extensive website dedicated 

to the Greenbrier Valley 

How to Contact Us:
Phone  (304) 647-5724 
Fax  (304) 647-5767 
Mail  P.O. Box 429, Lewisburg, WV 24901
Address  860 Court Street, N., Lewisburg 
Web page  mountainmessenger.com 
E-mail  ads@mountainmessenger.com 

Office Hours
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday -Friday 

Subscriber Services
Editorial:
We accept submissions for the following categories: 
•	ARTS	&	ENTERTAINMENT	
•	CHURCH	NEWS
•	CLUB	NEWS
•	FARM	NEWS
•	GUEST	EDITORIALS
•	GUEST	COMMENTARY
•	LETTERS	TO	THE	EDITOR

•	MILITARY	NEWS
•	NEWS	STORIES
•	OBITUARIES
•	PRESS	RELEASES
•	SPORTS	NEWS
•	STORY	IDEAS
•	YOUTH	ACTIVITIES	

Photos:
We accept black & white and color photos to accompany 
news items or to showcase the region.

Advertising Opportunities
•	CLASSIFIED
•	DISPLAY	ADS
•	LEGAL	NOTICES
•	REAL	ESTATE	REVIEW

Contact Circulation for: 
•	CHANGE	OF	ADDRESS	
•	DELIVERY	PROBLEMS	
•	RENEWALS	
•	SUBSCRIPTION	PAYMENTS

Corrections:
We	 want	 to	 correct	 errors	
we	have	published.	Please	
contact	 us	 to	 request	 cor-
rections.	

TriCity CEOS July meeting
Do you know how to safely make infused oils? Many 

of us have experienced dunking Italian bread in infused 
oils when we dined at a favorite restaurant. These in-
fused oils can be made at home, but must be prepared 
using a 3% solution of citric acid and fresh herbs. Citric 
acid is not ascorbic acid (Vitamin C). Failure to follow 
directions can lead to oils contaminated by botulism. 
Lynn Humphreys, a TriCity Ceos member, gave the 
details on safe preparation, and distributed information 
sheets prepared by WVU extension agents Kelly Hicks 
and Margaret Miltenberger.

Annette Thompson hosted the meeting. Members 
shared covered dish foods and enjoyed a summer after-

noon lunch on Annette’s patio.
Final plans were made for the CEOS summer event at 

the Cadle Farm on July 23, 2026. TriCity CEOS will be 
serving as hostesses for the meeting which will include 
speakers from Peyton Hospice House. Snack items will 
be collected for distribution to the clients and their fami-
lies at the Hospice facility in Fairlea.

The August 11 TriCity CEOS meeting will be held at 
the Ronceverte Baptist Church. The topic is Reorgani-
zation. Anyone interested in joining one of the CEOS 
clubs located at various sites around Greenbrier County 
can contact Mary at the WVU Extension Office in Fair-
lea by phoning 304-647-7408.

every life has value and 
every person leaves a last-
ing mark on the hearts of 
others. Though our hearts 
are broken, we are deeply 
grateful for the time we 
shared with Hanna. Her 
love, laughter, and beauti-
ful spirit will remain with 
us always.

Services will be Thurs-
day July 23, 2026 at 2 
p.m. at Wallace & Wallace 
Funeral Home in Roncev-
erte with Pastor Gary Bak-
er officiating. The family 
will be receiving family 
and friends from 1 p.m. 
until time of services.

Lindsay Kane
Syner

Lindsay Kane Syner, 
72, of Ansted, WV, passed 
away peacefully at his 
home on Sunday, July 19, 
2026.

He was born Jan. 17, 
1954 at Edmond, the son 
of the late James William 
Syner and Edith Marion 
Campbell.

Lindsay was a Christian 
and a member of Moun-
tain State Baptist Church. 
He was known for his ex-
traordinary musical talent 
as a master guitar player 
whose God-given ability 
blessed countless people 
throughout his life and he 
left a lasting impression on 
everyone who knew him.

West Virginia host families needed for 
International Exchange Student Program
By Esteban Fernandez
For Times 
West Virginian
Before Tori Foster’s inter-

national exchange student ar-
rives, Foster has a lot of work 
to do to get her home ready 
for her visitor.

Part of the challenge is 
readying a room for someone 
Foster doesn’t quite know 
yet. It’s a balancing act, be-
tween making space for a 
stranger to make their own 
without sacrificing a sense of 
warmth from the host family. 
Foster said striking that bal-
ance was harder than antici-
pated.

“We wanted to make sure 
the room we had was empty 
enough that she could add 
her own things, touches from 
home, things that make her 
feel more acclimated to being 
in a different country,” Foster 
said. “But we also wanted to 
make sure we didn’t make 
it feel like a hotel room, so 
she didn’t feel like a stranger 
staying in our house.”

Foster, based in Fairmont, 
is one of 13 families in West 
Virginia who will host an in-
ternational exchange student 
next month. The Interna-
tional Student Exchange Pro-
gram brings high school stu-
dents from around the world 
next month to experience 
American style adolescence 
for terms ranging from a sin-
gle school semester up to an 
entire year. Foster’s student 
will be from Germany. She 
arrives a couple days before 
East Fairmont High starts its 
fall semester, where the stu-
dent will attend classes.

Tiffany Lynch and her family welcome their Italian Exchange Student, 
Rachele, in January 2026 at West Virginia International Yeager Airport.

“So she’ll pretty much be immedi-
ately thrown into that mix,” Foster 
said.

For Foster, it’s her first time host-
ing an exchange student. Foster and 
her husband made the decision to host 
an exchange student after seeing a call 
for host families from Allison Shriver, 
area representative for International 
Student Exchange. Shriver lives in 
Beckley, and places students through-
out the state.

Shriver wants as many foreign stu-
dents to have the experience of be-
ing in the exchange program as pos-
sible. She frequently posts short bios 
of students who want to come to the 
U.S. through the exchange program to 
social media. This year, she hopes to 
reach 16 students placed with families. 
She said West Virginia is an ideal place 
for the program.

“Every high school I’ve placed stu-
dents in, they always have a wonderful 

Lindsay also enjoyed 
life’s simple pleasures. He 
was an avid fan of Barney 
Fife and The Andy Griffith 
Show, appreciated good 
food, and especially trea-
sured time spent with fam-
ily and friends. He will be 
remembered for his blue 
eyes, gentle nature, quick 
wit, and the joy he brought 
to others through his mu-
sic and friendship.

Left to cherish his mem-
ory are his beloved wife 
of 52 years, Linda Syner; 
his sister, Martha Syner; 
and many loving nieces, 
nephews, extended family 
members, and friends who 
will deeply miss him.

The family wishes to 
express their sincere ap-
preciation to Hospice of 
Southern West Virginia 
for the compassionate care 
and support provided dur-
ing Lindsay’s illness.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial contributions may 
be made to Hospice of 
Southern West Virginia in 
Lindsay’s memory.

A graveside service will 
be at 1 p.m., Thursday, 
July 23, 2026 at Restlawn 
Memory Gardens Mauso-
leum Chapel with Pastor 
Mark Secrist officiating.

Online condolences may 
be made to the family by 
visiting www.wallaceand-
wallacefh.com

Wallace & Wallace, Inc. 
of Ansted, WV is in charge 
of arrangements.

experience with the kids at the school,” 
Shriver said. “They’re thrilled to have 
them there. I have a friend who does 
this in the Cleveland area in Ohio, and 
she says every single high school has 
4, 6, 8 international students placed 
there. I have kids placed at some of the 
smaller area high schools, and they’re 
the first exchange student that’s been 
there in 15 years and the kids are so 
excited about it. They’re like super ce-
lebrities.”

Shriver said being at a smaller school 
also affords international students 
the opportunity to enjoy the full high 
school experience, such as playing on 
the football team or doing cheerlead-
ing. There’s less competition, which 
makes accessibility easier, compared 
to larger schools.

Shriver said she screens the host 
families. If the host family passes an 
initial check, they get an application. 

See “Host Families”___ Page 6
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ALDERSON

Alderson Church of
The Nazarene
304-445-7103

Christ Our Savior  
Lutheran

304-445-2286
Cross River Country

304-992-6195
Flat Mountain Missionary 

Baptist
304-445-2897

Griffith Creek Baptist
304-445-3243

Johnson Memorial United 
Methodist
304-445-2833

Mountain View Baptist
304-753-9381

Old Greenbrier Baptist
304-445-7854

River Of Life  
Church Of God
304-445-7903

Shiloh Baptist
304-445-7500

LEWISBURG

Apostolic Lighthouse
304-645-6752

Church Of Christ
304-645-1606

Edgewood Presbyterian
304-645-6563

Greenbrier Valley  
Family Life
304-645-5383

John Wesley United  
Methodist
304-647-3123

Lewisburg Baptist Church
304-645-3797

Lewisburg United 
Methodist Church

304-645-2727
Mount Tabor  

Baptist Church
304-645-3333

Old Stone 
Presbyterian Church

304-645-2676
Rhema Christian Center

304-645-6999
Religious Society 

Of Friends (Quakers)
304-645-7936

St. James Episcopal
304-645-2588

Seventh Day Adventist
304-647-5925

Shuck Memorial Baptist
304-645-6130

FAIRLEA

Fairlea Associate  
Reformed Presbyterian

304-645-1988
Fairlea Baptist Church

304-645-3533
Graystone Baptist Church

304-645-4220
Greenbrier Valley 

Church Of The Nazarene
304-647-5685

The New Covenant  
Sanctuary Church Of God

304-645-6328

RONCEVERTE

Apostolic Lighthouse
304-645-6752

Episcopal Church 
Of The Incarnation

304-647-3388
First Church Of God

304-646-1510
Greenbrier Baptist Church

304-667-9862
Liberty Missionary 

Baptist Church
304-646-8495

Ronceverte Baptist Church
304-647-4067

Ronceverte Christian 
Church

304-647-4465

Ronceverte 
Presbyterian Church

304-647-4400
St. Catherine Of 

Siena Catholic Church
304-536-1813

Trinity United 
Methodist Church

304-647-4504
Zion’s Light Baptist Church

304-645-5782

WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS

Alvon Living Word
304-536-4595

Bethesda Temple of Praise
304-536-3037

Church Of Jesus Christ 
Of Latter Day Saints

304-536-3739
Eakle Chapel  

United Methodist Church
304-536-3320

Emmanuel United
Methodist Church

304-536-1291
First Baptist Church 

Of White Sulphur Springs
304-536-2067

First Church Of God
304-536-3700

First Presbyterian Church
304-536-2414

Grace Baptist Church
304-536-2162

Greenbrier Valley  
Baptist Church
304-536-8151

May Chapel United  
Methodist Church

304-536-4595
New Vision Baptist Church

304-536-3483
Pentecostal  

Holiness Church
304-536-2555

St. Charles Borromeo 
Catholic Church

304-536-1813

St. Charles  
Borromeo Outreach

681-331-6122
St. James United 

Methodist Church
304-536-1268
St. Thomas  

Episcopal Church
304-536-3320

The Redemption Center
304-667-9636

Whatcoat United 
Methodist Church

304-536-3662
White Sulphur  
Baptist Church
304-536-3650

Wild Meadow  
Baptist Church
304-536-3707

AREA CHURCHES

All Saints Episcopal 
Church

304-772-4634
Andrew Chapel United 

Methodist Church
304-645-0883

Beaver Creek  
Baptist Church
304-392-6737

Bethel Pentecostal Church
304-645-5365

Bruffey United 
Methodist Church

304-772-4137
Caldwell Pentecostal 

Holiness Church
681-318-3025

Calvary United 
Methodist Church

304-645-6679
Catholic Church 

Of Mary Immaculate
304-536-1813

Clifton  
Presbyterian Church

304-519-2512

Community  
Pentecostal Holiness

304-497-2106
Elizabeth Chapel 

United Methodist Church
304-647-4504
Emmanuel 

Community Church
304-536-4600

Emmanuel Open Bible 
Church

304-497-2515
Emmanuel  

United Methodist
304-645-6374

Enon Baptist Church
304-497-2304

Frankford Uunited  
Methodist Church

304-497-2565
Gethsemane Baptist 

Church
304-497-3892

Grace Bible Church
304-661-6670

Grace United 
Methodist Church

304-788-2561
Henning Church of God

304-497-3602
House of Prayer

304-646-8259
James Chapel United 

Methodist Church
304-645-6374

Jane’s Chapel United 
Methodist Church

304-645-6679
Lighthouse Church Of God

304-772-4456
Meadow Grove Baptist 

Church
304-392-6807
Mt. Hermon  

United Methodist Church
304-497-3627

Mount Vernon Church

Neola Baptist Church
304-536-9228

New Lebanon Associate 
Reformed  

Presbyterian Church
304-772-4572

Peaceful Valley 
Assembly Of God

304-661-0359

Renick Church Of God
304-646-9703

Rupert Church Of God
304-668-5297

Sacred Heart  
Catholic Church

304-438-8687

Salem Presbyterian Church
304-647-1311

Spring Creek 
Presbyterian Church

304-497-3626

St. John The Evangelist 
Catholic Church

304-536-1813

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church

304-466-3966

Sweet Springs  
Baptist Church
304-536-4733

Union Presbyterian 
Church

304-772-3332

Union United 
Methodist Church

304-772-5343

West Point  
Baptist Church
304-645-6286

Williamsburg Pentecostal 
Holiness Church

304-646-6334

Woodland  
Community Church

304-497-2009

Please contact Debra Smith To Place Your Ad On The Church Page debra@mountainmedianews.com
Don't See Your Church Listed? Call Us To Be Included!

MONDAY - SUNDAY  11:00 am - 9:00 pm
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8:30 am - 9:00 pm

Lewisburg Elks Country Club
Dutch Haus Restaurant

PUBLIC WELCOME AT NEW LOCATION!

Open 7 Days A Week 11 am - 9 pm • 304.645.2723

WEEKEND SPECIAL

St. Louis Style

NOW SERVING ALCOHOL, BEER & WINE!
Open Sat. and Sun. For Breakfast Beginning at 8:30 a.m.

Dutch Haus Restaurant

368 Brush Road, Lewisburg, WV 24901

422 Edgar Avenue, Ronceverte, WV 24970
304-647-5353  |  sales@martinjoneswv.com

232 Rambler Road  |  Lewisburg, WV 24901
304-647-4296

205 South Monroe Street  |  Alderson, WV 24910
304-445-2700  |  www.lobbanfh.com

304-520-0182
38378 Midland Trail E., 

Caldwell, WV
Mon.-Fri. 8 AM -6 PM

(304) 772-3064

P.O. Box 590
 Union, WV 24983

Church

CALL 988-SUICIDE 
& CRISIS LIFELINE

RemembeR theRe is hOPe,
ask fOR heLP, chOOse Life

Host Families        							                    Continued from Page 5 

The family fills out their application, meanwhile an in-
ternational student fills out a questionnaire to determine 
their fit. Shriver tries to match families with students 
who will match in terms of interests and background. 
She says there are no bad hosts or bad students, only 
bad fits.

“This student from Germany came and he really 
wanted to live on a farm, he wanted to live a rural life,” 
Shriver said. “He wanted to see animals, he was really 
excited about it. I found him a lovely family that loved 
hunting and fishing and bonfires and I thought this is go-
ing to be great. And he got here, and they brought a deer 
home and hung it in the tree to do all the things. He was 
like, they’re trying to terrify me by murdering animals 
and hanging them up.”

Shriver reassured the German teen that was not what 
his host family was trying to do. Shriver relocated the 
boy to Morgantown and found a different student, one 
from Brazil, to stay with the rural family. The Brazillian 
student had a much better experience with rural life.

International exchange students are responsible for 
their own expenses and the host families are volunteers. 
Most of the money the students pay go to the United 
States for things such as travel visas and documentation.

Students also have to pre-purchase medical insurance 
as well as for their flight to and from the U.S. Students 
are also responsible for their own cell phone, school sup-
plies and any sports equipment or clothes. The host fam-
ily provides a safe place to stay and three square meals 
a day, of which school meal programs cover breakfast 
and lunch.

Tiffany Lynch’s family in Beckley has been a host 
family twice for the program. She said the experience 
enriched not only the student, but her family as well. 

Lynch has six children. Part of being a host family 
means being a surrogate parent to a child, while respect-
ing the wishes of the child’s parents back home. Even 
though there’s a language barrier, Lynch still did her 
best to communicate with the parents back home and 
ensure they were kept in the loop whenever a situation 
arose.

Having six kids means taking them abroad is out of 
the question. Lynch said her family can’t drop $70,000 
to fly to Rome, where her second exchange student was 
from. But the exchange program allowed some of Italian 
culture to come to her home, where her kids could be 
exposed to it. Lynch said lifelong friendships are formed 
through the program.

“Our twin sons, who are super picky eaters, they nev-
er would try new things for me, but they’re going to 
try new things from her,” Lynch said. “And just asking 
questions, it also made our kids appreciate what they 
have even more.”

Families interested in hosting a student can reach out 
to ashriver_99@yahoo.com. Shriver said the deadline is 
two weeks before the local start of school.
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HEALTH/MEDICAL
AUDIEN HEARING. The world’s first 
hearing aid with touchscreen controls. 
No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions. 
45-day risk free trial. Free shipping. 
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 million 
happy customers. Call Audien 1-866-
327-9323

DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or wants to regain 
access to their entire home. Call Ameri-
Glide today!  1-844-592-5113

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
GET DISH SATELLITE TV + INTER-
NET!  Free Install, Free HD-DVR Up-
grade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift Cards. 
Call Today! 1-855-736-4350

CONSUMER CELLULAR - the same 
reliable, nationwide coverage as the 
largest carriers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activation is free. 
All plans feature unlimited talk and text, 
starting at just $20/month. For more in-
formation, call 1-855-615-6411

MISCELLANEOUS
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK, BOAT, 
RV AND MORE TO SUPPORT OUR 
VETERANS! Schedule a FAST, FREE 
vehicle pickup and receive a top tax de-
duction! Call Veteran Car Donations at 
1-888-964-4167 today

REPAIRING OR REPLACING APPLI-
ANCES AND HOME SYSTEMS LIKE 
HEATING AND COOLING CAN BE 
COSTLY. A home warranty plan can 
help. Start saving and get 30% off any 
plan today. Workmanship Guarantee in-
cluded. Terms apply. Call Cinch Home 
Services 1-855-968-0741

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL can install a 
new, custom bath or shower in as little 
as one day. For a limited time, waiving 
ALL installation costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary by 
dealer. (Offer ends 12/27/26.) 

ACCULEVEL. YOUR FOUNDATION 
REPAIR AND BASEMENT WATER-
PROOFING EXPERTS. Whether base-
ment, crawl space or concrete slab we’ll 
guide you on the right path to a healthy 
home. Act now! Up to $600 off. Restric-
tions apply. Call for a free consultation. 
1-833-974-2676

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a Generac Home Standby 
Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-844-901-2301 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s not just a gen-
erator. It’s a power move.

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 

LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to help pay fu-
neral and other final expenses. Call Phy-
sicians Life Insurance Company- 888-
217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.info/wv

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICAS #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring our FREE shower 
package and $1600 Off for a limited time! 
Call today! Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-844-803-1282

NO MORE CLEANING OUT GUTTERS. 
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed by a 
no-clog guarantee and lifetime transfer-
rable warranty. Call today 1-844-295-
2840 to schedule a FREE inspection and 
no obligation estimate. Get 15% off your 
entire order. Plus, Military & Seniors get 
an additional 10% off. Limited time only. 
Restrictions apply, see representative for 
warranty and offer details.

TRAVEL

YMT VACATIONS. Over 50 guided tours 
available. Affordable, social and stress-
free travel designed for mature travel-
ers. Our tours include accommodations, 
transportation, baggage handling, sight-
seeing, entrance fees, a professional 
Tour Director and select meals. For a 
limited time SAVE $250 on all tours. Call 
YMT today. 1-833-649-1532

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today
Call the WV Press at (304) 342-1011
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Mountain Media, LLC is seeking an editor to lead 
two weekly newspapers and one regional mag-
azine. This position is for someone who lives in 
Greenbrier County, understands local people and 
places, and wants meaningful work that keeps 
them connected to the community.

We are looking for someone with strong writing 
ability, good judgment, curiosity, dependability, 
and the desire to learn the craft of community jour-
nalism. This is a hands-on position with planning, 
writing, editing, and preparing content. The work 
includes covering meetings and events, editing 
submissions, preparing community announce-
ments, working with freelancers and contributors, 
and helping make sure each publication is accu-
rate, useful, and engaging.

A strong candidate may have experience in writing, 
teaching, communications, office administration, 
public service, nonprofit work, local government, 
marketing, publishing, business, or simply demon-
strated ability to write well and stay organized. Pri-
or newsroom experience is helpful.

The ideal candidate will have:
•  Strong writing, editing, and proofreading ability.
• Curiosity about local people, places, issues, and 

events.
•  Good judgment, fairness, and attention to accu-

racy.
•  Strong organizational skills and the ability to 

manage deadlines.
•  Comfort speaking with people, asking ques-

tions, and gathering information.
•  Basic computer skills, including proficiency with 

Microsoft Word and Outlook.
•  Willingness to learn AP style and journalism eth-

ics.
•  Dependability and the ability to work inde-

pendently.

A valid driver’s license and reliable transportation 
for covering assignments throughout the region.
Apply through Indeed.com, or by emailing your re-
sume, references, and writing samples to publish-
er@mountainmedianews.com. View the full job 
listing at Indeed.com by searching “Editor, Moun-
tain Media” in 24901.

NOW HIRING: EDITOR

Painting & pressure 
washing. 

304-646-2229 or 
304-646-9168.

NOTICE Dutch Haus Restaurant
PUBLIC WELCOME AT NEW LOCATION!
Lewisburg Elks Country Club at 368 Brush Rd., Lewisburg

Open 7 Days A Week 11 am - 9 pm • 304.645.2723

BEST
STEAKS

IN
TOWN

WEEKEND SPECIAL

St. Louis Style

NOW SERVING ALCOHOL, BEER & WINE!
Open Sat. and Sun. For Breakfast Beginning at 8:30 a.m.

WEEKEND SPECIAL

Open For Breakfast Saturday & Sunday 8:30-11:00

Chicken Parmesan

Dutch Haus Restaurant
Lewisburg Elks Country Club at 368 Brush Rd., Lewisburg

Mon - Fri 11 am-9 pm, Sat & Sun 8:30 am-9 pm • 304.645.2723

Served over Linguine with salad and garlic bread.

Send Your Announcements In To Be  
Included In The Mountain Messenger

Planning a
FAMILY 
REUNION?

news@mountainmessenger.com 
or  

debra@mountainmedianews.com

Greenbrier Valley Fitness (SOUTH)
8486 Seneca Trail S.

Ronceverte, WV 24970
681-318-3340

Monday-Friday 5:00 A.M.-7:00 P.M.
Saturday 8:00 A.M.-1:00 P.M.    Closed Sunday

Greenbrier Valley Fitness (NORTH)
213 Coleman Drive

Lewisburg, WV 24901
304-645-4000

Monday-Friday 6:00 A.M.-8:00 P.M.
Closed Saturday & Sunday

24/7 For Members With 24 Hour Access

Robert’s Tree Service
Tree Trimming & Removal • Shrub Trimming 

• Lot Clearing • Light Excavation Work
• Driveway Maintenance & Repair

Serving Greenbrier, Monroe & Pocahontas Counties
FREE ESTIMATES! • DISCOUNTS FOR SENIORS

STUMP
GRINDING

Brandon Roberts, Owner
Frankford, WV • (304) 661-4086

robertstreeservicewv@gmail.com
Accepting all major credit cards

LICENSED & INSURED

Tree Trimming & Removal  • Shrub Trimming
Lot Clearing • Light Excavation Work

Bucket Truck Service • Chipper Service

FREE ESTIMATES! • DISCOUNTS FOR VETERANS & SENIORS

Roberts’ Tree Service

WV 2271-9538

Goodbye Clogged Gutters
Upgrade your gutters this summer!
LeafFilter blocks out common debris.

Saveup to35%
*S

u
p

er Sum m e r Sale

35% Off Call 1-844-295-2840

Save up-to* + Free gutter inspection, quote 
good for 1 year

*Promotional off er includes 25% off  plus an additional 10% off  for qualifi ed veterans and/or seniors. Cannot be combined with 
other off ers. See representative for full warranty details. AR 366920925, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, DC 
4.20223E+11, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 213292, MD MHIC111225, HIC164488, MI 262300331, 
262300330, 262300329, 262300328, 262300318, 262300173, MN IR810524, MT 2661922, ND 47304, NE 50145-24, 50145-23, NJ 
13VH13285000, NM 408693, NV 86990, OR 218294, PA PA179643, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, 
VT 174.0000871, WA LEAFFLH-763PG, WI No. 537-DCFRR WV WV056912. Promotion exp: 8/31/2026.

Promo code: 285

Transform 
Your Bathroom and 
 Change Your Life.

*Free toilet with purchase and installation of a walk-in tub or walk-in shower only. Offer 
available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase. 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. Market restrictions may apply. Offer available in 
select markets only.  CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445  13VH11096000

FREE TOILET + $2,000 OFF*

For your FREE information kit and
our Senior Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free

1-844-803-1282

RIVERVIEW APARTMENTS
2 BEDROOM UNIT AVAILABLE

for Elderly, Handicapped & Disabled

Rental Assistance Available
Homeless Preference

Application Fee waived  
for Qualified Applicants

CALL TODAY 
304.645.7119 

OPTION #4
Equal Housing Opportunity
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A Look Back

Dear Recycle LadyDear Recycle Lady

Tickets  25   18 And Over     
Doors 7pm    SHow 730pm

 $
Tickets  25   18 And Over     
Doors 7pm    SHow 730pm

/

860 N Court St  Lewisburg WV

UH
Featuring

Xian Montgomery

Heavy Metal  Eclectic Doom

with local support

Buy Tickets About Aittala

The Third FLoor
Presents

Saturday August 1ST

By William “Skip” Deegans
In July 1965, The Nature Conservancy (TNC) 

purchased 61.3 acres on the Greenbrier and Pocahontas 
border for $5,000 from Willam and Opal Moore 
of Hillsboro. On the property was a labyrinth of 
300-million-year-old formations of Droop sandstone, 
and it was locally known as “Big Bear Town.” In 1970, 
TNC sold the property to the State of West Virginia for 
the “use and benefit of the State Department of Natural 
Resources.” The property became Beartown State Park, 
and the transition was enabled with financial assistance 
from Huntington’s Dorothy Polan in memory of her son, 
Ronald Keith Neal, who was killed in the Vietnam War 
in 1967 when he was 21 years old.

In 1923, the editor of the Pocahontas Times visited 
Bear Town in July and noted that thirty or forty feet 
down in the narrow hallways there was plenty of ice. 
He wrote that ice had been taken from Bear Town by 
the wagon load as late as the Fourth of July. He kindly 
provided his readers with directions to Beartown: “…
travel the Seneca Trail to the old log church on Droop 
Mountain. Turn to the east up the road by the church. If 
the car is hung high, it will make it over the rocks, but 
a low hung car is liable to get the pan dinged. With the 
exception of the matter of clearing some rocks the road 
is not bad. Leave the car at the Billy Mike Gillilan place 
and take the trail toward some big pines. The distance 
from the state road is less than two miles. It is a trip well 
worth anyone’s time.”

Photo courtesy of the West Virginia University West 

Virginia Regional History Center.
Sources: The West Virginia News, Wild Wonderful West 
Virginia, e-WV.

Dear Recycle Lady, 
I have always used aluminum foil for lining my grill 

and wrapping meat to be cooked. Now I am hearing that 
I should reconsider this. Please tell me why this is a not 
so good idea. 

Dedicated Griller
Dear Dedicated Griller,
Aluminum foil has long been used as a food wrap 

as it helps retain heat and moisture and makes cleanup 
easier. It is effective, available and inexpensive. 
However, according to mykitchen.com, there are 
some growing concerns over its use, especially at 
high temperatures when aluminum could leach into 
food, potentially posing health risks. Additionally, 
aluminum foil requires vast amounts of energy to 
produce and, while it is recyclable in some areas, it 
is not recyclable locally. Plus, aluminum foil is not 
biodegradable and contributes to metal waste and 
other kinds of waste as most aluminum ends up in 
the landfill due to food residue. Fortunately, there are 
now eco-friendly products designed for grilling. Cedar 
wraps and bamboo wood sheets both offer sustainable 
and flavorful grilling, but soaking may be required to 
prevent burning, Silicone mats and sheets are available 
that are durable, reusable, easy to clean and don’t leach 
chemicals into food. Ceramic and stone mats are also 
available and are designed to heat evenly at very high 
temperatures and are heat-resistant, non-stick, and 
easy to clean. They are ideal for grilling vegetables, 
meats, and seafood. These alternatives are a little more 

expensive than aluminum foil but they are durable, 
can be used long term, are biodegradable, and reduce 
waste. For a list of alternatives, benefits and drawbacks 
of these products go to https://mykitchengallery.com/
what-can-i-use-instead-of-aluminum-foil-for-grilling/.

 
Dear Recycle Lady,
What is upcycling? Is it the same as recycling?

Confused Recycler
Dear Confused Recycler,
Upcycling is a special kind of recycling. When an 

item is upcycled, it is recycled into a product that has a 
higher value than the value of the original item or it is 
used to create an entirely new product. Most recycling 
is downcycling. Downcycling is recycling items into a 
lower grade version of the same product. An example 
of upcycling is making new shoes from recycled plastic 
bottles, while downcycling is making thinner plastics 
bottles from recycled plastic bottles. Upcycling supports 
a circular economy in which goods are used and reused 
many times instead of being thrown out after one use. 
A circular economy is more sustainable as it uses what 
we have instead of creating new products out of new 
materials. It also reduces landfill wastes and minimizes 
carbon emissions.

 
Dear Recycle Lady,
Does the Endangered Species List really make a 

difference in the comeback of an endangered species or 
does the species listed become extinct? 

Concerned
Dear Concerned,
Yes, the Endangered Species Act (US EPA) does 

make a difference. It provides a program for the 
conservation of threatened and endangered plants and 
animals and the habitats in which they are found. In 
1978, the American Bald Eagle, our national bird, was 
placed on the Endangered Species list. Loss of habitat, 
hunting and the toxicity of DDT had reduced the Bald 
Eagle population down to some 800 birds by the 1950’s 
and 1960’s. In 2007, after 35 years of protection, the 
Bald Eagle was removed from the Endangered Species 
list when officials counted at least 10,000 mating pairs 
of Bald Eagles. Now, it is estimated that there are more 
than 50,000 Bald Eagles living in Alaska and the lower 
48 states. Hawaii is the only state that does not have 
a Bald Eagle population. The really good news is that 
in 2019, a study by the Center for Biological Diversity 
found that the Endangered Species Act has saved 99 
percent of protected species from extinction.

Bad News: The International Union for Conservation 
of Nature has classified the world’s largest penguin 
species, the Emperor Penguins, as endangered. The loss 
of sea ice due to global warming is the main threat of 
the Penguins.

Have questions about recycling, or interesting 
information about recycling? Send questions or 
requests to recyclelady@gmail.com.  Dear Recycle 
Lady is sponsored jointly by the Greenbrier Recycling 
Center and Greenworks Recycling.
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PLEASE SEE THE PUZZLE ANSWERS ON PAGE 8

SCHOOL

Legal 3 col x 5-1/4”
0725 0801 0808   

(2025-C-000585 - GREENBRIER COUNTY - JOHNSON & JOHNSON INVESTMENTS)
To: ANDREW P. SPRICH, INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE, WV STATE DEPARTMENT OF TAX 

AND REVENUE, ANDREW P. SPRICH, or heirs at law, devisees, creditors, representatives, successors, 
assigns, all known heirs, guardians, conservators, fiduciaries, administrators, lienholders, co-owners, other 
parties having a n undivided interest in the delinquent property, and other parties that may have an interest 
in the subject property.

DISTRICT  WHITE SULPHUR  MAP  31   PARCEL  0045 0000 0000
You will take notice that JOHNSON & JOHNSON INVESTMENTS, the purchaser of the following 
real estate, Cert. No. 2025-C-000585, located in WHITE SULPHUR District, LOT 5 OR 27.44 AC (FEE) 
OVERLOOK AT GBR PHASE 2, which was returned delinquent or nonentered in the name of SPRICH 
ANDREW P, and was sold by the deputy commissioner of delinquent or nonentered lands of GREEN-
BRIER County at the sale for the delinquent taxes on May 28, 2026. JOHNSON & JOHNSON INVEST-
MENTS requests that you be notified a deed for such real estate will be made on or after January 1, 2027, 
as provided by law, unless before that day you redeem such real estate. The amount needed to redeem on or 
before December 31, 2026 will be as follows:

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of the certification, with  $  216.12
interest, for tax year ticket number 2024 - 31637.
Back tax tickets, with interest, and charges due on the date of certification for $ 0.00
ticket number
Subsequent of taxes paid on the property, with interest to for tax year 2025 - 31670. $ 141.62
Additional taxes with interest.   $ 0.00
Auditor’s Certification, Publication, and Redemption fee plus interest. $ 209.95
Amount paid for Title Examination, notice to redeem, publication, personal service,
Secretary of State with interest.  $ 1,416.59
Additional Statutory Fees with Interest.  $ 0.00
Total Amount Due and Payable to WV State Auditor - cashier check, money order, $ 1,984.28
certified or personal check.

You may redeem at any time before December 31, 2026 by paying the above total less any unearned interest.
If the above real estate is your primary residence, you may petition the Auditor to redeem the real estate 
in not more than three incremental payments that equal the total amount required to redeem the real estate 
prior to the issuance of the deed described above.
Given under my hand July 14, 2026
Christal G. Perry
Christal G. Perry
Deputy Commissioner of Delinquent and
Nonentered Lands of GREENBRIER County, State of West Virginia

Please return this letter and payment to the
West Virginia State Auditor’s Office, County Collections 

Division 1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Building 1, Room W-114

Charleston, West Virginia 25305
Questions please call 1-888-509-6568

Legal 2 col x 3-1/2”
0725 0801

Greenbrier County Commission
Proposed Greenbrier County Hotel Occupancy Tax Ordinance

Notice
Notice is hereby given that the Greenbrier County Commission will 
conduct a public hearing to receive comments concerning the proposed 
Greenbrier County Hotel Occupancy Tax Ordinance, which would re-
peal and replace the existing ordinance and increase the County Hotel 
Occupancy Tax from three percent (3%) to six percent (6%), subject 
to applicable West Virginia law.
Hearing Information
September 2, 2026 at 11 a.m. and September 3, 2026 at 6 p.m.
Greenbrier County Commission Courtroom -
Greenbrier County Courthouse  
Lewisburg, West Virginia
Purpose of the Hearing
The purpose of the hearing is to receive oral and written comments 
regarding the proposed ordinance, including its provisions relating to 
registration, reporting, collection, administration, enforcement, ap-
peals, and the proposed increase in the hotel occupancy tax rate.
Availability of Proposed Ordinance
A complete copy of the proposed ordinance will be available for pub-
lic inspection in the Office of the Greenbrier County Clerk and the 
Greenbrier County Commission office during normal business hours 
before the public hearing.
Written Comments
Written comments may be submitted to the Greenbrier County Com-
mission Office before the public hearing and will become part of the 
legislative record considered by the County Commission.

Legal 2 col x 2-1/4”
0725 0801

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
GREENBRIER COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

In accordance with W.Va. Code §8A-7-9, notice is hereby given that the 
Greenbrier County Planning Commission will conduct a Public Hear-
ing during its regular meeting on Wednesday, August 26, 2026, at 3:00 
p.m. in the County Commission Courtroom of the Greenbrier County 
Courthouse.
Under consideration at the Public Hearing is an application for a Rezon-
ing from Commercial to Residential for following property:

20 acres of land located on the southern side of Old Powell Road, ½
mile outside of the city limits of Lewisburg, WV, P/O Parcel #6-9-27

The rezoning application is available for review in the Planning Com-
mission office located in the Courthouse. Anyone interested in the ap-
plication may attend the public hearing on August 26, 2026, at which 
time public comments will be heard. Written comments on the applica-
tion will be considered if they are received prior to the hearing at: The 
Greenbrier County Planning Commission, 912 Court Street N, Lewis-
burg, West Virginia 24901.

Ohio University Patton College 
of Education student Rozalynn 
Humphreys of White Sulphur 
Springs, WV has been named to Ohio 
University’s Spring 2026 President’s 
List.

At the end of each semester, 
Ohio University’s undergraduate 
students are evaluated based on their 
semester GPA and hours to determine 
placement on the President’s List, 

Dean’s List or Provost’s List.
The President’s List distinction 

is presented to undergraduate 
students who exhibit an exceptional 
commitment to academic excellence 
each semester. Criteria for the 
President’s List include a 4.0 GPA for 
the given semester with a minimum 
of 12 credit hours attempted for letter 
grades that are used to calculate 
GPA.

Following the completion of each 
semester, Ohio University recognizes 
the academic achievements of its 
students by publishing the President’s, 
Dean’s and Provost’s Lists.These local 
students were named to The Dean’s 
List:

Chrissy Goins of Rupert, WV

Edie McMillion of Lewisburg, WV
Blaine Yates of Frankford, WV
The Dean’s List recognizes 

undergraduate students who complete a 
particular semester with a GPA between 
3.5 and 3.999 with a minimum of 12 
credit hours attempted for letter grades 
that are used to calculate GPA.

This week Greenbrier East’s Maya 
Frank took first place at the Liberty 
University Open Wrestling Tournament 
in the 140-pound high school women’s 
division. On her way to the championship, 
Frank pinned all of her opponents, 
including the tournament’s three-time 
defending champion. This follows 
Maya’s fourth place finish at the Viper 
Pit Nationals Tournament (126-pound 

High School Women’s Division).  
Hanna Gill, also of Greenbrier East, 

finished in second place in the 147-pound 
women’s division. 

 Off-season wrestling in national 
tournaments sharpens a wrestler’s skills 
and allows them to test themselves against 
national level opponents. The 2026 high 
school wrestling season begins Nov. 9th 
for the girls and Nov. 16th for the boys.

Multiple area students 
named to Ohio University’s 

2026 Spring Dean’s List

Rozalynn Humphreys 
named to Ohio University’s 
2026 Spring President’s List Greenbrier East Wrestlers place first and 

second at Liberty University Open

Maya Frank (left) and Hannah Gill at Liberty Open (Photo by A. Frank) 

SPORTS
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The Piano Jar with John Maddy returns to 
Greenbrier Valley Theatre on Aug. 7 at 7 PM. This 

is an interactive, one-of-a-kind evening as John 
Maddy takes your song requests live from The 
Piano Jar. Just drop your request in the jar and 
enjoy an unforgettable night of music, storytelling, 
and maybe a few surprise guests! 

“The beauty of The Piano Jar gig is that I don’t 
really know what I am going to play,” says Maddy. 
“I normally have two or three songs prepared that 
I just want to play and then I pull song requests 
out of a jar and play whatever is written down. 
When I draw the requests, I often perform them in 
a different style than people are used to hearing to 
show the song’s possibilities.”

Tickets for this one night only performance are 
available at https://gvtheatre.org/al-jeter-series/ 
or by calling the box office at 304-645-3838

About The Greenbrier Valley Theatre

The State Professional Theatre of West Virginia 
is committed to its mission statement to create 
live, professional quality theatre in West Virginia 
and, through theatre, to enlighten, enrich, and 
enliven the life of our region. 

Throughout each year, GVT produces first-
class theatrical productions featuring professional 
actors. Additionally, Greenbrier Valley Theatre 
offers a successful after-school drama program, 
a summer camp for children and teens, literary 
readings, live simulcasts of the Metropolitan 
Opera, special events and musical performances, 
art appreciation activities, lectures, discussions 
and workshops. 

The Greenbrier Valley Theatre is the State 
Professional Theatre of West Virginia. Learn more 
about GVT at www.gvtheatre.org.

ENTERTAINMENT

Legal 3 col x 5”
0718 0725 0801

(2023-C-000393 - GREENBRIER COUNTY - WAINIGRIV, LLC)
To: MARY WAIT, or heirs at law, devisees, creditors, representatives, successors, assigns, all known heirs, 

guardians, conservators, fiduciaries, administrators, lienholders, co-owners, other parties having an undivided 
interest in the delinquent property, and other parties that may have any interest in the subject property.

DISTRICT  RONCEVERTE CORP  MAP  9  PARCEL  0460 0000 0000
You will take notice that WAINIGRIV, LLC, the purchaser of the following real estate, Cert. No. 2023-

C-000393, located in RONCEVERTE CORP District, LTS 32 & 34 (CONS 2 TRACTS)  FORREN SUR.
CL., which was returned delinquent and nonentered in the name of WAIT MARIE, and was sold by the 
deputy commissioner of delinquent and nonentered lands of GREENBRIER County at the sale for the 
delinquent taxes on July 3, 2024. WAINIGRIV, LLC requests that you be notified a deed for such real estate 
will be made on or after October 1, 2026, as provided by law, unless before that day you redeem such real 
estate. The amount needed to redeem on or before September 30, 2026 will be as follows:

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of the certification, with $ 611.60 
interest, for tax year ticket number 2022 - 28647. 
Back tax tickets, with interest, and charges due on the date of certification for $ 0.00
ticket number.
Subsequent of taxes paid on the property, with interest to for tax year 2023 - 28624.  $ 491.42 
Additional taxes with interest. $ 0.00
Auditor’s Certification, Publication, and Redemption fee plus interest. $ 177.14 
Amount paid for Title Examination, notice to redeem, publication, personal service, $ 660.07
Secretary of State with interest.
Additional Statutory Fees with Interest. $ 584.88
Total Amount Due and Payable to WV State Auditor - cashier check, money order  $ 2,525.11
or certified or personal check. 

You may redeem at any time before September 30, 2026 by paying the above total less any unearned interest.
If the above real estate is your primary residence, you may petition the Auditor to redeem the real estate 
in not more than three incremental payments that equal the total amount required to redeem the real estate 
prior to the issuance of the deed described above.

Given under my hand July 8, 2026
Christal G. Perry
Christal G. Perry
Deputy Commissioner of Delinquent and
Nonentered Lands of GREENBRIER County, State of West Virginia

Please return this letter and payment to the
WV State Auditor’s Office, County Collections

Division 1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Building 1, Room W-114

Charleston, West Virginia 25305
Questions please call 1-888-509-6568

LEGAL LEGAL
Legal 3 col x 5-1/4”
0725 0801 0808   

(2025-C-000585 - GREENBRIER COUNTY - JOHNSON & JOHNSON INVESTMENTS)
To: ANDREW P. SPRICH, INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE, WV STATE DEPARTMENT OF TAX 

AND REVENUE, ANDREW P. SPRICH, or heirs at law, devisees, creditors, representatives, successors, 
assigns, all known heirs, guardians, conservators, fiduciaries, administrators, lienholders, co-owners, other 
parties having a n undivided interest in the delinquent property, and other parties that may have an interest 
in the subject property.

DISTRICT  WHITE SULPHUR  MAP  31   PARCEL  0045 0000 0000
You will take notice that JOHNSON & JOHNSON INVESTMENTS, the purchaser of the following 
real estate, Cert. No. 2025-C-000585, located in WHITE SULPHUR District, LOT 5 OR 27.44 AC (FEE) 
OVERLOOK AT GBR PHASE 2, which was returned delinquent or nonentered in the name of SPRICH 
ANDREW P, and was sold by the deputy commissioner of delinquent or nonentered lands of GREEN-
BRIER County at the sale for the delinquent taxes on May 28, 2026. JOHNSON & JOHNSON INVEST-
MENTS requests that you be notified a deed for such real estate will be made on or after January 1, 2027, 
as provided by law, unless before that day you redeem such real estate. The amount needed to redeem on or 
before December 31, 2026 will be as follows:

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of the certification, with  $  216.12
interest, for tax year ticket number 2024 - 31637.
Back tax tickets, with interest, and charges due on the date of certification for $ 0.00
ticket number
Subsequent of taxes paid on the property, with interest to for tax year 2025 - 31670. $ 141.62
Additional taxes with interest.   $ 0.00
Auditor’s Certification, Publication, and Redemption fee plus interest. $ 209.95
Amount paid for Title Examination, notice to redeem, publication, personal service,
Secretary of State with interest.  $ 1,416.59
Additional Statutory Fees with Interest.  $ 0.00
Total Amount Due and Payable to WV State Auditor - cashier check, money order, $ 1,984.28
certified or personal check.

You may redeem at any time before December 31, 2026 by paying the above total less any unearned interest.
If the above real estate is your primary residence, you may petition the Auditor to redeem the real estate 
in not more than three incremental payments that equal the total amount required to redeem the real estate 
prior to the issuance of the deed described above.
Given under my hand July 14, 2026
Christal G. Perry
Christal G. Perry
Deputy Commissioner of Delinquent and
Nonentered Lands of GREENBRIER County, State of West Virginia

Please return this letter and payment to the
West Virginia State Auditor’s Office, County Collections 

Division 1900 Kanawha Boulevard East
Building 1, Room W-114

Charleston, West Virginia 25305
Questions please call 1-888-509-6568

Legal 2 col x 3-1/2”
0725 0801

Greenbrier County Commission
Proposed Greenbrier County Hotel Occupancy Tax Ordinance

Notice
Notice is hereby given that the Greenbrier County Commission will 
conduct a public hearing to receive comments concerning the proposed 
Greenbrier County Hotel Occupancy Tax Ordinance, which would re-
peal and replace the existing ordinance and increase the County Hotel 
Occupancy Tax from three percent (3%) to six percent (6%), subject 
to applicable West Virginia law.
Hearing Information
September 2, 2026 at 11 a.m. and September 3, 2026 at 6 p.m.
Greenbrier County Commission Courtroom -
Greenbrier County Courthouse  
Lewisburg, West Virginia
Purpose of the Hearing
The purpose of the hearing is to receive oral and written comments 
regarding the proposed ordinance, including its provisions relating to 
registration, reporting, collection, administration, enforcement, ap-
peals, and the proposed increase in the hotel occupancy tax rate.
Availability of Proposed Ordinance
A complete copy of the proposed ordinance will be available for pub-
lic inspection in the Office of the Greenbrier County Clerk and the 
Greenbrier County Commission office during normal business hours 
before the public hearing.
Written Comments
Written comments may be submitted to the Greenbrier County Com-
mission Office before the public hearing and will become part of the 
legislative record considered by the County Commission.

Legal 2 col x 2-1/4”
0725 0801

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
GREENBRIER COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

In accordance with W.Va. Code §8A-7-9, notice is hereby given that the 
Greenbrier County Planning Commission will conduct a Public Hear-
ing during its regular meeting on Wednesday, August 26, 2026, at 3:00 
p.m. in the County Commission Courtroom of the Greenbrier County 
Courthouse.
Under consideration at the Public Hearing is an application for a Rezon-
ing from Commercial to Residential for following property:

20 acres of land located on the southern side of Old Powell Road, ½
mile outside of the city limits of Lewisburg, WV, P/O Parcel #6-9-27

The rezoning application is available for review in the Planning Com-
mission office located in the Courthouse. Anyone interested in the ap-
plication may attend the public hearing on August 26, 2026, at which 
time public comments will be heard. Written comments on the applica-
tion will be considered if they are received prior to the hearing at: The 
Greenbrier County Planning Commission, 912 Court Street N, Lewis-
burg, West Virginia 24901.

LEGAL

LEGAL

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (888) 964-4167 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

How it Works:

Donate Your Vehicle Today

888-964-4167
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (888) 964-4167.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt36

1. Contact Us

Call (888) 964-4167

2. Schedule Pickup

We’ll pick up your vehicle 
for FREE -  at a time and 

place convenient for you.

3. Receive Top 
Tax Deduction

You may qualify for 
a tax deduction.

The Piano Jar returns to Greenbrier Valley Theatre 
Al Jeter Series event

By Jim Arbuckle
It has been seven years since fair goers last 

heard the sound of pounding hooves, the call of 
the race drivers, the roar of the grandstand crowd, 
and the beauty of the harness horse racing at the 
State Fair of West Virginia. 

Some still remember going to an exciting 
afternoon of racing at the old wooden grandstand, 
prior to 1965.  But many remember watching 
harness racing in the current grandstand, and even 
when the judge’s stand was under a big umbrella 
across the race track beside the old wooden stage.  
And in the old days, and between races, the large 
racing crowd was treated to a jazz band, along 
with acrobats on stage and high wire acts beside 
the stage.  

George Aid, Joe Black Hayes and Dave 
Tuckwiller recall in a 1998 video about harness 
horse, Maplewood Chief.  The horse was owned 
by Col. N.S. Arbuckle, but later sold to Dave 
Tuckwiller in 1953.  The horse was 14-years-old 
at the time, but went on to race for a couple more 
years, and if I remember correctly, they said the 
horse was later sold in Canada.  

Many great people and businesses sponsored 
harness racing over the years. Some of late were 
the George Aide family, the Jack Arbuckle family, 
the Col. N.S. Arbuckle family, the Clemons family, 
the Joe Black Hayes family, the Frank McClung 
family, Simms Exxon, the Carl Smith family, the 

David E. Tuckwiller family, and the Frank Wilson 
family.  

I have kept racing programs for the past 40 years, 
and here are some results from past decades.  

Forty years ago in 1986, Veto Goldie, from Vincent, 
Ohio won the most races with three.  The fastest pacer 
was Sharp Karema, a 9-year-old from North Vernon, 
Indiana, who paced the mile in 202.1

Thirty years ago in 1996, Lumber Jackie, a 7-year-
old from Marietta, Ohio, won the most races with 
four.  The fastest pacer was Aber Nuke, a 3-year-old 
from Lewisburg, West Virginia, who paced the mile 
in 159.0.

Twenty years ago in 2006, Chill It, a 9-year-old from 
Chillicothe, Ohio won the most races with four.  The 
fastest pace in 2006 was Ethical Hanover, a 5-year-
old from Maurtown, Virginia, who paced the mile in 
200.1.

Ten years ago in 2016, Party at Your Place, an 
8-year-old from Millersburg, Kentucky, won the most 
races with, three. The fastest trotter that year was also 
Party at Your Place, who trotted the mile in 203.3, 
and the fastest pacer was Bourbon Street Hanover, an 
8-year-old from New Philadelphia, Ohio. who paced 
the mile in 159.2

Harness racing at the State Fair of West Virginia 
was one of the most exciting attractions for nearly 
100 years. There are currently over 100 harness racing 
tracks in the USA. MGM Northfield Park in Ohio 
races year around. The Meadows in Pennsylvania, 

the Meadowlands in New Jersey race spring, summer 
and fall. Shenandoah Downs in Woodstock, Virginia 
race April, May, September and October. As of 2026, 
twenty-six states still enjoy the sport of harness racing.

Remembering Harness Racing

The World’s First Hearing Aids 
With Touchscreen Controls.
No tiny buttons. No apps. No prescriptions.

866-327-9323 to get your 45-day 
risk free trial.Call

Revolutionary technology with touchscreen control.
Hearing modes for any environment. 
Multiple models to choose from.
Portable charging case.
48-hour battery life. 
UV cleaning.
Background noise 
cancellation.
45-day risk free trial.

Atom XAtom X
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LOG CABIN 

OPEN HOUSE
445 Randolph Street East (Behind Post Office)

Lewisburg

Saturday, April 27 • 1:00 - 4:00 PM
304-520-5822

FOR RENT
NO WAITING LIST

One Bedroom, Section 8 Apts.
Elderly 62+ 

Handicapped or Disabled.
All Utilities Included. 

On Site Laundry Facilitates.

Apply At 
Hinton House Apts.

495 Stokes Drive.
Office Hours M-F 8-4.

304-466-5299

FOR RENT
NO WAITING LIST

One Bedroom, Section 8 Apts.
Elderly 62+ 

Handicapped or Disabled.
All Utilities Included. 

On Site Laundry Facilitates.

Apply At 
Hinton House Apts.

495 Stokes Drive.
Office Hours M-F 8-4.

304-466-5299

Regardless of Age.
,
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Contact 
Debra Smith

debra@
mountainmedianews

.com

Dutch Haus Restaurant
PUBLIC WELCOME AT NEW LOCATION!
Lewisburg Elks Country Club at 368 Brush Rd., Lewisburg

Open 7 Days A Week 11 am - 9 pm • 304.645.2723

WEEKEND SPECIAL

St. Louis Style

NOW SERVING ALCOHOL, BEER & WINE!
Open Sat. and Sun. For Breakfast Beginning at 8:30 a.m.

Newly Renovated
Riverview Apartments 

2 Bedroom Units Available
for Elderly, Handicapped & Disabled

Rental Assistance Available

Call Today 
304.645.7119 or 304.645.1671

Equal Housing Opportunity

Newly Renovated
Riverview Apartments 

2 Bedroom Units Available
for Elderly, Handicapped & Disabled

Rental Assistance Available

Call Today 
304.645.7119 or 304.645.1671

Equal Housing Opportunity

APPALACHIAN
ARTS & CRAFTS FAIR

AUGUST 7 – AUGUST 8, 2o26

Visit Raleigh County’s biggest
Arts & Crafts Fair in 20 years
with over 200 booths filling the
Arena and Conference Center!
Shop handcrafted Appalachian goods from
skilled artisans featuring woodwork, textiles,
fine art, stained glass, and specialty foods at
one of the region's largest craft shows.

Enjoy Special Featured Experiences:

WWW.APPARTCRAFTS.COM i BECKLEY, WV

SAVE TIME, BUY TICKETS ONLINE!

Friday, August 7  |  10:00 AM – 7:00 PM
Saturday, August 8  |  10:00 AM – 6:00 PM

200 Armory Drive, Beckley, WV 25801

Appalachian Treasures Quilt Show
“West Virginia Wild”

Artist Talk from Seay Earehart, Lead Scenic
Artist for Netflix's Stranger Things
Performance from John Ellison, Singer-Songwriter
for "Some Kind of Wonderful"

Lincoln County Cloggers

Appalachian Music with Daniel Lilly and The
Lilly Mountaineers, Eternity’s Crossing, Cassidy
Dickens, Strings of Green and More

CCaarrtteerr''ss  
CCuussttoomm  WWeellddiinngg,,  

FFaabbrriiccaattiioonn  
&&  RReeppaaiirr

Steel, stainless steel, aluminum

517-918-1228 • 734-646-7819 
7431 Seneca Trail, Hillsboro

•50 years’ experience. 
•All types of equipment 

build/repair.  
• Specializing in auto/hot rods, 

build/repair.

Mon. - Fri. 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Sat./Sun. by appointment.

*Fully insured

Prevent WV Suicide
Call 988-Suicide & Crisis Lifeline

Remember there is HOPE, 
ask for HELP, choose LIFE



www.mountainmessenger.com	 The Weekend Paper For The Greenbrier Valley - July 25, 2026  - Mountain Messenger - 12

HUGEHUGE SUMMER SELL DOWN GOING ON NOW SUMMER SELL DOWN GOING ON NOW

DISCLAIMER: This offer is from the dealer. All rebates, incentives, and $575 doc fee applied. Prices do not include tax, title, and license. Dealer not responsible for typographical errors. Offer Expires 7-25-26 

NEW JEEPS FOR LESS 

PREMIUM USED UNDER $32K, 172-POINT INSPECTION ON EVERY VEHICLE

SUMMER SELL DOWN, HUGE DISCOUNTS 
ON NEW CHEVY AND GMC

800-714-7352 | 807 Northside Dr. | Summersville WV
www.northsidewv.net

681-355-5973 | 812 Northside Dr., Summersville WV
www.northsidechryslerjeepdodge.com

681-355-2055 | 870 Northside Dr. | Summersville WV
www.midstatefordwv.com

2023 GMC Terrain SLT
Stock #17536A | Miles:  42,615

Body: 4D Sport Utility | Doc Fee: $575
Retail Price: $26,995 | Discount: $2,996 

FINAL PRICE:  $24,574

2025 Jeep Compass Limited
Stock #17533 | Miles:  28,641

Body: 4D Sport Utility | Doc Fee: $575
Retail Price: $31,995 | Discount: $8,000 

FINAL PRICE:  $24,570

2025 Jeep Compass Limited
Stock #U14080 | Miles:  29,251

Body: 4D Sport Utility | Doc Fee: $575
Retail Price: $31,875 | Discount: $7,946 

FINAL PRICE:  $24,504

2025 Chevrolet Trax 2RS
Stock #U14067 | Miles:  52,998

Body: 4D Sport Utility | Doc Fee: $575
Retail Price: $25,325 | Discount: $3,100 

FINAL PRICE:  $22,800

2022 Hyundai Santa Fe SEL
Stock #126300A | Miles:  75,181

Body: 4D Sport Utility | Doc Fee: $575
Retail Price: $21,995 | Discount: $397 

FINAL PRICE:  $22,173

2023 Nissan Rogue SV
Stock #800209 | Miles:  53,953

Body: 4D Sport Utility | Doc Fee: $575
Retail Price: $23,995 | Discount: $3,000 

FINAL PRICE:  $21,570

2022 Hyundai Tucson SEL
Stock #17524 | Miles: 24,291

Body: 4D Sport Utility | Doc Fee: $575
Retail Price: $23,995 | Discount: $3,140 

FINAL PRICE:  $21,430

2024 Chevrolet Trax LT
Stock #800222A | Miles: 43,747

Body: 4D Sport Utility | Doc Fee: $575
Retail Price: $21,200 | Discount: $2,201 

FINAL PRICE:  $19,574

2022 Chevrolet Trax LT
Stock #U14284 | Miles:  75,181

Body: 4D Sport Utility | Doc Fee: $575
Retail Price: $21,999 | Discount: $3,140 

FINAL PRICE:  $19,434

2021 Chevrolet Equinox LS
Stock #U14247 | Miles:  69,780

Body: 4D Sport Utility | Doc Fee: $575
Retail Price: $21,999 | Discount: $3,755 

FINAL PRICE:  $18,819

2019 Nissan Rogue SL
Stock #800249 | Miles:  95,956

Body: 4D Sport Utility | Doc Fee: $575
Retail Price: $16,999 | Discount: $1,000 

FINAL PRICE:  $16,574

2016 Jeep Patriot Sport
Stock #126139B | Miles:  90,821

Body: 4D Sport Utility | Doc Fee: $575
Retail Price: $14,999 | Discount: $2,000 

FINAL PRICE:  $13,574

2026 Ford Ranger XL
Stock #N14034 | Doc Fee: $575

Body: 4D Crew Cab | Rebates: $2,000
MSRP: $x40,620 | Discount: $621 

FINAL PRICE:  $38,574

2026 Ford Maverick Tremor
Stock #N13674 | Doc Fee: $575

Body: 4D SuperCrew | Rebates: $1,000
MSRP: $43,385 | Discount: $2,961 

FINAL PRICE:  $39,999

2026 Ford Maverick XLT
Stock #N13742 | Doc Fee: $575

Body: 4D SuperCrew | Rebates: $1,000
MSRP: $34,985 | Discount: $1,849 

FINAL PRICE:  $32,711

2026 Ford Bronco Sport Big Bend
Stock #N13848 | Doc Fee: $575

Body: 4D Sport Utility | Rebates: $1,500
MSRP: $34,715 | Discount: $1,291 

FINAL PRICE:  $32,499

2025 Ford Bronco Sport Big Bend
Stock #N13627 | Doc Fee: $575

Body: 4D Sport Utility | Rebates: $2,500
MSRP: $35,810 | Discount: $3,536 

FINAL PRICE:  $30,349

2026 Jeep Wrangler Sport
Stock #4G043 | Doc Fee: $575

Body: 4D Sport Utility | Rebates: $2,485
MSRP: $46,845 | Discount: $3,000 

Final Price:  $41,935

2026 Jeep Cherokee Limited
Stock #4G061 | Doc Fee: $575

Body: 4D Sport Utility | Rebates: $2,500
MSRP: $43,085 | Discount: $1,891 

Final Price:  $39,269

2026 Jeep Cherokee Laredo
Stock #4G120 | Doc Fee: $575

Body: 4D Sport Utility | Rebates: $2,500
MSRP: $40,490 | Discount: $1,642 

Final Price:  $36,923

2026 Jeep Compass Latitude Altitude
Stock #4G140 | Doc Fee: $575

Body: 4D Sport Utility | Rebates: $2,250
MSRP: $37,795 | Discount: $3,117 

Final Price:  $33,003

2026 Jeep Compass Latitude Altitude
Stock #4G021 | Doc Fee: $575

Body: 4D Sport Utility | Rebates: $2,250
MSRP: $33,925 | Discount: $1,241 

Final Price:  $31,009

2026 Chevrolet Suburban Premier
Stock #126305 | Doc Fee: $575

Body: 4D Sport Utility
MSRP: $89,704 | Discount: $3,581 

Final Price:  $86,698

2026 Chevrolet Colorado ZR2
Stock #126268 | Doc Fee: $575

Body: 4D Crew Cab
MSRP: $55,899 | Discount: $4,475 

Final Price:  $51,499

2026 Chevrolet Traverse RS
Stock #126252 | Doc Fee: $575

Body: 4D Sport Utility
MSRP: $60,704 | Discount: $3,709 

Final Price:  $57,570

2026 Chevrolet Traverse
Stock #126212 | Doc Fee: $575

Body: 4D Sport Utility
MSRP: $62,354 | Discount: $4,731

Final Price:  $58,198

2026 Chevrolet Trax 1RS
Stock #126338 | Doc Fee: $575

Body: 4D Sport Utility
MSRP: $25,730 | Discount: $578 

Final Price:  $25,757

AWESOME DEALS ON NEW FORDS

High Country

Visit Northside Drive In Summersville For A Great Selection And Better Deals! Over 500 Vehicles To Choose FromVisit Northside Drive In Summersville For A Great Selection And Better Deals! Over 500 Vehicles To Choose From

LOG CABIN 

OPEN HOUSE
445 Randolph Street East (Behind Post Office)

Lewisburg

Saturday, April 27 • 1:00 - 4:00 PM
304-520-5822

FOR RENT
NO WAITING LIST

One Bedroom, Section 8 Apts.
Elderly 62+ 

Handicapped or Disabled.
All Utilities Included. 

On Site Laundry Facilitates.

Apply At 
Hinton House Apts.

495 Stokes Drive.
Office Hours M-F 8-4.

304-466-5299
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Regardless of Age.
,


