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Local volunteers
go above and
beyond for Fincastle

shelter animals

Matt de Simone

Managing Editor

When a winter storm
threatened the League
for Animal Protection in
late January, the shelter’s
safety depended not on
equipment, but on people
willing to step in at a
moment’s notice.

As freezing temperatures
and icy  conditions
approached, shelter
officials learned that the
facility’s backup generator
had failed — a discovery
that raised immediate
concerns for the dogs and
cats in their care.

“We  realized  the
generator wasnt working
the very day the storm was
arriving,” said Pat Shaver,
who has served as shelter
director for 30 years. “If
we had lost electricity, we
wouldn’t have had heat
or water, and that would
have been disastrous for
the animals.”

Although the shelter
never lost power, the lack
of a functioning generator

prompted an urgent call
for help. Within hours,
volunteers responded.

Volunteer Laken Vail
offered to take all eight
cats into her family’s
guesthouse, located near
her home.

“We don’t wuse the
guesthouse very often, and
when I saw Pats plea, it
just felt like the perfect
licele spot for them,” Vail
said. “T called her and said,
‘Let’s do it.”

Vail said caring for
the cats during the storm
became a family effort.
Her children, Mila, 6,
and Banks, 4, helped feed
the cats, clean litter boxes
and spend time with them
while roads remained icy.

“It gave us something
meaningful to do while
being snowed in,” Vail
said. “Getting to know
their personalities outside
of the shelter environment
was really special.”

At the shelter, volunteer
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the storm.

Barry Kuhlik

Barry Kuhlik stayed
behind to care for the
dogs that could not be
placed in foster homes.
What was expected to
be a short stay stretched
into five days as weather
conditions lingered.

“I had an inkling
it might be longer,”
Kuhlik  said.  “With

Laken Vail

the roads freezing, I
wasnt convinced other
volunteers would even be
able to get out of their
driveways.”

Kuhlik packed enough
supplies to remain on site
and provided round-the-
clock care for the dogs.
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The Vail children, Banks (left) and Mila, playing with cats from the shelter who styed with the family during
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See Volunteers, page 10
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The county Board of Supervisors approved a performance agreement tied to a
proposed major retail development last week.

Board of Supervisors approve
confidential retail deal, elect new

leadership at January meeting

Matt de Simone

Larrowe emphasized that the board’s

mattdesimone@mainstreetnewspapers.com

be built.

action does not guarantee the project will

The
Theatre  will

Buchanan
close

In a surprise move during its January
meeting, the Botetourt County Board
of Supervisors unanimously approved
a performance agreement tied to a
proposed major retail development, an
item added to the agenda as a walk-on
without advance public notice.

County Administrator Gary Larrowe
presented the agreement, describing it as
a preliminary step to allow a developer
to seck financing for a “confidential”
national destination retailer proposed
for the Gateway Crossing area near the
Interstate 81 Exit 150 interchange. The
retailer’s identity has not been disclosed,
citing competitive and contractual
considerations.

“Approval today is limited to allowing
the developer to seek appropriate
financing,” Larrowe said. “This does not
mean that anything will happen with the
project.”

The performance agreement establishes
a partnership between Botetourt County,
the county’s Economic Development
Authority and Gateway Circle Properties.
Under the agreement, the county would
reimburse certain verified infrastructure
and development costs using a portion of
new tax revenue generated by the project
over time.

Economic

Development Director

See Board, page 10

following this Saturday’s
final screenings as the
historic venue begins
a long-anticipated
renovation project aimed
atimproving accessibility,
comfort and long-
term efficiency while
preserving the theater’s
beloved character.

The project is being
funded largely through
grants from the Virginia
Department of Historic
Resources,  awarded
two years ago. Theater
officials  said  the

timeline was extended as
architects, engineers and
contractors were secured
and  detailed  plans
finalized for the complex
renovation of the aging
building.

Once construction
begins, the theater will
undergo what organizers
describe as a rebuilding
“from the inside out.”
Planned improvements
include the addition
of  ADA-compliang,
multi-stall restroom
facilities, wider aisles
and accessible emergency
exits designed to improve

Buchanan Theatre to close
for long-awaited renovations

FILE PHOTO

The Buchanan Theatre will close after this Saturday for improvements.

safety and comfort for all
patrons. A more spacious
and efficient snack bar
will also be constructed,
allowing staff  to
serve more customers
and offer a broader
selection of food items.
The theater’s original
popcorn machine will be
relocated but remain a
central feature of the new
concession area.

One of the most
significant  upgrades
will be the complete
reconstruction of the

See Theatre, page 11
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Botetourt County History

This  Virginia 250
Passport is available at
the Botetourt Museum

of History & Culture in
Fincastle. It contains
pictures, descriptions and
websites of 63 museums and
sites throughout Virginia,
including the Botetourt
Museum.

The Passport can be used
to “chronicle your adventure
and receive special discounts
along the way” It is good
until December 31, 2026,
and promotes Virginias
outsized role in Americas
founding. Inside there is
information on how to ‘

receive “Sweepstakes” cash
awards.

In 2020, the Virginia
General Assembly
established the VA250
Commission to oversee
and  foster  statewide

partnerships from 2023-
2031. The Honorable Terry
L. Austin is chair of the
VA American Revolution
250 Commemoration. For

more

History Sites of Virginia
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information  visit
Info@visitvirginia250. ~
org or VirginiaHistory. Museum
org/250Passport.

Botetourt  County
of History &
Culture

DAR - Our Patriot Ancestors

In  recognition of the wupcoming
250th celebration of the adoption of the
Declaration of Independence, the DAR
America 250! Committee of the Botetourt
County Chapter of the Daughters of
the American Revolution is placing a
spotlight on members Patriot ancestors
who helped the country achieve American
Independence. Jonathan Prather is a
Patriot ancestor of DAR member Carolyn
Wiley.

Preliminary research indicates the
Prather immigrants arrived in Maryland
from England around 1634. They
eventually made their way to Virginia
where Jonathan Prather, fifth generation
in Colonial America, was born sometime
in 1758 to Jonathan and Catherine
Reece Prather of Bedford County.

Several years following his return to
civilian life, Jonathan was married to
Sarah Moseley (daughter of Edward)
by Nathaniel Shrewsbery in Bedford
County on Oct. 14, 1786. He continued
to perform his civic duty by serving
numerous times as a juror for the Bedford
County Court. The search for a will
naming heirs of Jonathan and Sarah has
been challenging. Early census records
give few clues but do list Jonathan
with a Bedford County household of
11 inhabitants in 1810, consisting of
five males and four females aged 25 or
younger. The family was in Franklin
County by 1820 with only five members
who included two females and one male
under the age of 25.

On Sept. 5, 1825, Jonathan, “aged

AMERICA

¥250

DAUGHTERS OF THE
AMERICAN REVOLUTION

FILE GRAPHIC

Sixty Seven years,” appeared before the
Franklin County, Va., court and presented
his pension statement. It revealed that
he volunteered under the service of
Captain Robert Adams in the regiment of
Colonel Charles Lynch and subsequenty
participated in guarding the lead mines
near Fort Chiswell, Wythe County, “from
the Indians and Tories.” He then served
a six-month tour with Lt. Nathaniel
Rice at New London, Bedford County
(now Campbell County) and marched
to Richmond by way of Prince Edward
County. In Richmond he was assigned
guard duty over the magazine and public
stores until he was discharged from the
continental service “the Spring after
Cornwallis surrendered.”

Jonathan was not a wealthy man, as
reflected in his pension application: “All

See DAR, page 4

Community invited

to shape future of
Greenﬁeld Recreatlon Park

Botetourt  County
Parks and Recreation
has unveiled the first
two conceptual designs
for the Greenfield
Recreation Park Master
Plan, marking an
important ecarly step
in a long-term vision
for one of the county’s
most beloved outdoor
spaces.

The concepts,
released last week, are
the result of community
survey feedback
gathered over recent
months. According to
Parks and Recreation
officials, resident input
played a central role in
shaping the preliminary
layouts,  amenities,
and overall direction
of the proposed park
improvements.

“We've heard you,”
the department shared
in a recent social
media announcement,
emphasizing that the
designs reflect  what
community members
said they want to see at
Greenfield Recreation
Park.

The two concepts

REGIONAL CHARACTER

GRAPHICS COURTESY OF BOTETOURT CO.

consider what best fits
the community’s needs.
While specific elements
may evolve, the designs

officials stress that these
concepts are not final
drafts. Instead, they are
working documents that

Send announcements to
fincastle@ourvalley.org

or P.O. Box 127, Fincastle, 24090

Did you...
...just get engaged?
Announce it in The Fincastle Herald

...just get married?

Send your wedding announcement to
The Fincastle Herald

...just have a baby?
Send a birth announcement to The Fincastle Herald

...celebrate a 25th, S0th or more anniversary?
Send that milestone to the Fincastle Herald

The Fincastle Herald
Is YOUR Community Newspaper
Send In YOUR News

offer different
approaches to
organizing park features
and amenities, giving
residents a chance to
compare ideas and

plan.

are intended to spark
conversation and gather

focused feedback rather

than present a finished

Parks and Recreation

will continue to be refined

through public discussion

and additional input.
Residents are

See Park, page 10

by Doug Goheen.

Elves and the Shoemaker appearing in “Tales from the Brothers Grlmm ” written

New play opens at Attic
Productions 'Ihursday

Attic Productions invites the public to
the D. Geraldine Lawson Performing Arts
Center, 7490 Roanoke Road, Fincastle, to
the youth ensemble production of “Tales
from the Brothers Grimm,” written by
Doug Goheen.

Due to the recent weather events,
the new show dates are February 5-8
and 12-15 with Thursday and Friday
performances at 7:30 p.m. and Saturday
and Sunday shows at 2:30 p.m. Anyone
who has purchased tickets for the original
weekend may exchange their seats for
another showing by contacting the box
office.

Join the Attic players as they bring five
stories to life with action, dance, song and
puppetry. Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm
narrate five of their famous tales:

* The Bremen Town Musicians:
Four aging animals leave their respective
farms and decide to become musicians in
Bremen Town.

* The Elves and the Shoemaker: A
struggling shoemaker and his wife are
magically helped at night by elves who
craft beautiful shoes.

* The Fisherman and His Wife: A
fisherman catches a talking flounder who
claims to be an enchanted princess.

* The Golden Goose: Simpleton goes
out to chop firewood for his family and
offers his lunch to a passing stranger. In
return, the woman gives him a golden
goose.

* Hans in Luck: After seven years of
hard work, Hans is paid a large lump of
gold. In a single day, he manages to make

PHOTOS COURTESY OF ATTIC PRODUCTIONS
Nolan Crockett as Hans

several bad trades undl he is eventually left
with nothing.

Adult tickets are $15, students 18 and
under and groups of 10 or more are $10
when paid in cash or by check at the
box office. Tickets may be purchased on
the Attic Productions website by visiting
www.atticproductions.info. For questions
or assistance with purchasing tickets, call
the box office at 540-473-1001. Volunteers
are staffing the box office for this show
on Mondays and Wednesdays from 3 to
5 p.m. Leave a message at other times
and your call will be returned as soon as
possible.

Attic will be accepting pet food
donations to benefit local animal shelters,
and those attending the play may be lucky
enough to meet a canine ambassador from
the RVSPCA at one of the performances.

This production is presented by
special arrangement with The Dramatic
Publishing Company of Woodstock, IlL.

~ Fincastle Herald staff report

ADVERTISE WITH THE HERALD TODAY!
For inquiries:
advertise@mainstreetnewspapers.com
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Week three of the General Assembly
session has concluded and, with more than
2,600 bills introduced, several major policy
debates are now taking shape. The House
majority has introduced legislation that
increases taxes, limits law enforcement’s
abilities to effectively perform its duties,
exposes companies to liability for the actions
of their customers, allows one political
party to redraw congressional political
boundaries, and questions continued state
support for the oldest public senior military
college in the United States.

Even as the cost of living remains at
the forefront of Virginians' concerns,
the majority has advanced legislation
that expands sales taxes to services that

Report from the House - Week 3
Del. Terry Austin

are currently tax-free, establishes new
income tax brackets, and increases taxes
on businesses and investment income.
While these proposals are often framed
as improving “affordability,” they will
increase costs for many Virginia families
and employers.

Other legislation limits Virginias
cooperation with federal law enforcement
agencies and exposes firearm manufacturers
and sellers to lawsuits for crimes committed
by third parties. Congress enacted the
Protection of Lawful Commerce in Arms
Act specifically to prevent this type of
litigation, which previously targeted other
lawful industries. Additional bills restrict

cooperation between local and federal

law enforcement authorities, including
some that penalize officers for assisting
with federal operations. Ensuring that
dangerous criminals are removed from our
communities is essential to public safety. In
the end, these bills are more likely to invite
costly lawsuits instead of improving public
safety.

In the coming days, the governor is
expected to sign legislation significantdy
altering  Virginias  congressional
redistricting process. Despite successful
ongoing legal challenges, the majority is
moving forward against the will of the
two-thirds of Virginians who voted to
do away with political gerrymandering,
Voters will ultimately have the final say,
and I encourage you to stay engaged and
continue to plan for an upcoming election
on April 21. Information on voting options,
including permanent absentee status, is
available through the Virginia Department
of Elections. Please take the time to educate
yourself, your family and your friends on
the detrimental effect this would have for

our region and rural Virginia.

HB 1377 creates a task force to examine
whether the Virginia Military Institute
should remain a state-supported institution.
I continue to work with the bill patron and
VMI to find common ground and have
emphasized VMI’s long-standing role in
producing countless military and civilian
leaders over its 187-year history. The
cadets who have been visiting Richmond
to advocate for the institution make a
powerful impression with their professional
demeanor and strong character. The
outpouring of support for VMI that my
office and the General Assembly have
received from alumni, parents, and citizens
across the commonwealth and country is
as heartening as it is unsurprising. I will
continue to do everything I can to ensure
that VMI is strengthened during this time
of increased scrutiny.

My own legislation is progressing
through the committee process:

See Austin, page 10

MIDDLE

SCHOOL HONOR ROLLS

Botetourt County middle schools
released the following honor rolls for
the second nine-weeks:

GENTRAL
AGADEMY

A HONOR ROLL

EIGHTH GRADE: Athena
Bergman, Mazi Elmore, Hannah
Ferguson, Brett Henry, Noah Horne,
Wyatt Manbeck, Gavin Price, Samuel
Reynolds, Chase Schoch, Kinley Scott,
Macy Weddle, Angela Williams

SEVENTH GRADE: Harper
Beckner, Cole Belcher, Ruby Boblett,
Lindsey Branch, Liam Camper, Lucy
Dubbe’, Rilee Erickson, Bryson
Garner, Jaden Herrig, Grace Kang,
Noah Koon, Wren Manbeck, Sadie
May, Maci Silva, Brantley Smith,
Abigail Topkin, Adalyn Whitney,
Ellymae Windsor, Bodhi Woodson

SIXTH GRADE: Josee Armentrout,
Blake Belcher, Dalilah Bridgen,
Cayden Carpenter, Bailey Carroll,
Berkley Carroll, John Cruise, Lennox
Duty, Elizabeth Earnest, Imelda
Graham, Lillian Halsey, Easton Hayes,
Colton Haynes, Esther Hipes, Kellan
Ives, Charlotte Lee, Tucker Lisle, Jace
Newman, Cullen Prill, Elias Reynolds,
Camryn Sartorius, Aida Simmons,
Parker Tate, Avery Wertz

A-B HONOR ROLL

EIGHTH GRADE: Landon
Anderson, Haley Bailey, Cole Bandy,
Ashlyn Bankert, Lillian Cress, Sophie
Dewhirst, Lillian Dooley, Blaine
Dooley, Ridley Engstrom, Camdyn
Flint, Avery Garcia, Aubrey Ginapp,
Raegan Hickey, Allie Johnson, Emma
Marshall, Ethan Martin, Garland
Miller, Jasmine Montgomery, Evan
Mundy, Colt Norris, Tristan Rae,
Camden Reynolds, Braelyn Scott,
Bayleigh Sieger, Thomas Taylor,
Haylee Thompson, Melynda Turman,
Reagan Walker, Pyper White, Ryan
Wiley

SEVENTH GRADE: Lily Alls,
Harley Armentrout, Jamie Arthus,
Kyle Asbury, Charles Burnette, Ava
Burton, Layah Combs, Carson Cook,
Rylee Dancausse, Bear Delseni, Tyler
Gilmer, Autumn Ginapp, Tanner
Goyer, Samuel Hall, Anna Henry,
Jayden Howson, Kaylen Hull, Baylee

Hylton, Sedley Jeter, Bentley Keyser,
Kirra Kitt, Jackson Lowe, Donovan
Mahon, Madison Mathews, Logan
Moyers, Brooklyn Persinger, Adalyn
Persinger, Barry Short, Johanna Sink,
Ronan Snyder, Luke Sprinkle, Rosalie
Stull, Matthew Tate, Maddox Taylor,
Jocelyn Theimer, Micah Tingler,
Kinsley Tolley, Adelyn Tribble,
Roy Trivellin, Natalee Vassar, Nora
Wilburn, Jaden Willis, Piper Woods
SIXTH GRADE: Elowen
Anderson, Shajeania  Aronson,
Kasey Ayers, Charles Ayers, Serena
Beard, Lawson Beavers, Burton
Bigoney, Kenslie Blevins, Eli Boggs,
Adam Bryant, Brynnan Bryant,
Elise Cason, Jonathan Clemons,
Sadie Davidson, Dennon Dudding,
Amelia Duff, Meirco Elmore, Easton
Firebaugh, Jaxson Flannagan, Olivia
Graves, Peyton Hightower, Grayson
Houseman, Makayla  Howson,
Madeleine  Huddleston, Alayna
Johnson, Jenna Jones, Avery Kelly,
Teagan Kern, Kennedy King, Henry
Kinion, Levi LaPrade, Rosalee Lash,
Rieley Lisle, Novah Long, Sullivan
Louque-Parrish, Logan  McVey,
Zhanna Minnis, Katelyn Moore,
Oleksii Mostovyi, Charlotte Moulton,
Amelia Neighbors, Jake Nichols-
Santos, Kylee Payne, Leatt Preston,
Emerson Race, Reece Saunders, Ethan
Schermer, Brielle Stover, Hayana
Thompson, Eli Walker, Colton West,
Sydney West, Kinsley Whitson

READ
MOUNTAIN

A HONOR ROLL

EIGHTH GRADE: Annaleigha
Aldridge, Michael Aliveto, Karson
Anderson, John Bracey, Colleen
Burton, Gabriella DeHaven, Josiah
Dunker, Gabrielle Elmore, Selin
Etcioglu, Thomas Frederickson,
Nathan Gergely, Dorian Granados
Armas, Berkley Gray, Alyssa Griffin,
Millie Haniewich, William Hedrick,
Ian Huddleston, Isaiah Irons, Brock
Lough, Everly Lucas, Dylan Pham,
Alisha Poudel, Cayden Ray, Rebecca
Stakor, Lukas Stowers, Emily Taylor,
Addison Thompson, Malachi Tribble,
Allison Vess, Cameron Vess, Isaac
Williams, Olivia Wolfe, Levi Young,
Toby Zhu

SEVENTH GRADE: Yalda Atayi,

Come and join us for our

All You Can Eat
Shrove Tuesday

Pancake Supper

at Trinity United Methodist Church
Pancakes, bacon, sausage, and drinks are
free and open to the public
Pancakes served from 4 to 7 p.m.
on Tuesday, February 17th
in the church Fellowship Hall of
Trinity United Methodist Church
10637 Main Street, Buchanan, VA
(Please enter off Washington Street)

“Love” offerings will be accepted

Eileigh Beckner, Molly Bogen, Emma
Bond, David Bowling, Cody Carwile,
Savannah Colleluori, Andrew Collins,
Levi Crockett, Charlotte Curulla,
Braeden Daniels, Kalin Guilliams,
Robin Haburn, Bryson Harless,
Gwenna  Hartvigsen, Benjamin
Henderson, Jackson Kish, Kyra
Lake, Jalen Lin, Alex Mattarocchia,
Nicholas Meyer, Abigail Muse, Ember
Persing, Trevor Rock, Scharlotte Rock,
Aubree Rogers, John Shuler, Dawson
Simmons, Caleb Slaughter, Shannon
Trout, Mason Weeks, Leona Wilhoit,
Nate Wilson, Kaylee Wittensoldner,
April Wood, Addisyn Yetter

SIXTH GRADE: Harrison Akers,
Averi Alderman, Cameron Allison,
Nova Bailey, Adam Barbour, Layla
Beard, Everlie Beckner, William
Booth, Rylan Borba, Riley Boyd,
Stephanie Brown, Braeden Brown,
Evelyn Brummer, Natalie Buehring,
Reese Cecil, Yitong Chen, Jacob
Clark, Aurora Cook, Mason Dalglish,
Riley Dallos, Mia Davidson, Jake
Delp, Kannon Dively, Cooper Dooley,
Joshua Dunker, Everley Duns-Spiteri,
Levi Frederickson, Prescott Gallacher,
Scarlett Hickman, Wesley Hilgers,
Jaxon Hodges, Lilia Hoover, Reese
Huffman, Scarlett Hunt, Olivia
Karabin, Olivia Kirby, Nikolas Klaus,
Landon Knick, Kennedy Kourim,
Parker Lough, Logan Maddox, Emma
Markham, London Merchant, Evelyn
Milko, Claire Miller, Brooklyn
Morgan, Carter Morris, Sawyer
Mulford, Luke Mullins, Jordan
Murray, Mason Nichols, Charlotte
Noble, Alyona Parrish, Afton Patrick,
Katelyn Pierce, Maelie Pritt, Sophia
Reiner, Madelynn Roberts, Jack
Roginski, Benjamin Saville, Bria
Scharf, Mason Smith, Roman Spencer,
Grayson Starks, Raelyn Steinruck,
Myra Strickler, Link Thacker, Swayze
Thompson, Denver Thompson, Cora
Tolbert, Isaiah Tribble, Robert Triplett,
Brady Tyler, Carley Vaughn, Katelynn
Wagner, Maci Walls, Josi Whitaker,
Roman Wilhoit, Isabelle Williams,
Emma Willmott, Charlotte Woody,

Autumn Wright, Caleb Wright

A-B HONOR ROLL

EIGHTH GRADE: Paige Abney,
Klayton Akers, Grayson Amos, Elijah
Anderson, Grayson Beckner, Aiden
Beheler, Sydney Bergsten, Lillian
Bishop, Cameron Booth, Cailyn
Booth, Austyn Borba, Annabel Brown,
Otto Brummer, David Cloninger,
Claire Conn, William Conn, Layla
Cook, Ella Cook, Jackson Cummings,
Brayden Deacon, Kinsley Dent, Noah
Dillow, Jaxon Dively, Colbie Dix,
Katelyn Engels, Mia Fields, Grace
Forster, Elijah Foskey, Hamilton
Gallacher, Morgan Gartland, Bentley
Gibson, Casidee Gray, Landon
Gutshall, Eli Hall, Trevor Harrison,
Tayler Hatter, Cainen Hatter, Brooke
Heizer, Yan Hernandez Mancia,
Grace Hoover, Everleigh Hudson,
Kinley Huffman, Ariyanah Johnson,
Cayden Kroll, Christopher LeMond,
Jerrica Lee, Ava Lee, Emma Lugar,
Jack Madden, Kinleigh Manley, Adam
McNamara, John McNamara, Willow
Meyers, Hadley Milko, Silas Milton,
Melody Moore, Mason Morgan,
Caitlyn Moser, Julia Mosley, Kennedy
Mulford, Lily Mullins, Berkley
Murray, Wyatt Naff, Aubrey Nicely,
Brady O’Quinn, Aarya Patel, Miles
Patrick, Micah Perdue, Isaiah Perdue,
Gracie Poff, Aisha Poudyel, Meredith
Purser, Ella Purves, Joseph Reiner,
Maya Remusat, Alasia Reynolds,
Jackson Rock, Camden Rosenberger,
Natalie Rubenstein, Chloe Sanders,
Oliver Saville, Laney Shepherd,
Kendall Spencer, Asia Stephens,
Walker Stevens, Ella Stewart, Alanah
Thompson, Joseph Thompson, Levi
Thompson, Caleb Thorne, Keaton
Tice, Charlee Truax, Olivia Waff,
Adilyn Ward, Laurel Wiley, Archer
Wilkinson, Grace Witt, Nathaniel
Wright, Charlotte Wright

SEVENTH GRADE:

Emma

See Honor Rolls, page 5
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Featured Events:
Finding Joy in the
Chaos of Everyday Life
- Rescheduled Date Due
to Weather

Fri, Feb 6, 12 PM, Blue Ridge

Wed, Feb 11, 12 PM, Buchanan

Discover ways to decrease daily
stress, enhance relationships, increase
gratitude, and find joy in everyday life.
Presented by Debra Billings, workshop
formerly offered at the University
of New Mexico. Best for ages 18 +
*Registration required.  Register at
https://botetourtva.libcal.com/ or call
540-928-2900 with questions.

Smile with Your Dentist

Storytime
Mon, Feb 9, 10:30 AM, Buchanan
Mon, Feb 9, 10:30 AM, Eagle Rock
Mon, Feb 9, 10:30 AM, Fincastle
Mon, Feb 9, 3 PM, Blue Ridge
Learn the importance of taking care
of our teeth. Resources provided by
Boka, Americas Tooth Fairy: National
Children’s Oral Health Foundation.
Best for children up to age 11.

Upcoming Events:

Teen Takeover
Thu, Feb 5, 4 PM, Eagle Rock

Enjoy fun crafts and activities,

Library
Buzz

opportunities for community service.
Senior Sweethearts Teens will make
Valentine’s Day Cards for senior citizens
in the community. Best for ages 12-17.

First Friday Art

Fri, Feb 6, 3 PM, Buchanan

Explore simple art techniques and
materials in a relaxing atmosphere. Best

for ages 18+

Games You Grew
Up With

Mon, Feb 9, All Week, Fincastle

Bring the whole family to play vintage
games, both new and old favorites. In
February explore the games of Jacks,
Uno, and Fishing Game. Ideal for all
ages

Chocolate Tasting
Mon, Feb 9, 9 AM, Buchanan
Sample different types of chocolate
and vote on your favorite. Ideal for all
ages

Be My ‘Valenslime’ -
Show Your Car Some

Love
Wed, Feb 11, 10 AM, Fincastle
Drop in to make homemade car
slime that can be used to clean dust/
dirt off dashboards, consoles, and vents.
Ideal for all drivers

forge great friendships, and find
DA R from page 2
the property I own is one was stll a resident of

hog not worth over two
Dollars, my occupation is
that of a Miller both age
and Rheumatic disorder
has rendered me weak. I
have three in family my
wife Sally aged Sixty Six,
my Daughter Rachel aged
over 21 my daughter Kitty
aged over fifteen.” Payment
records for Virginia show
Private Jonathan Prather
began receiving a monthly
pension allowance of $15
commencing in March
1831. Based on the 1830
U.S. Census, Jonathan

Franklin County when the
last pension payment was
recorded by Richmond in
September of 1838.

Its likely that Jonathan
was born, lived, and died
in the same rural Virginia
community, only crossing
its farthest boundaries
during service to his young
country. Sadly, no specific
details of death or burial
have been uncovered for
either Jonathan or his wife
Sarah.

The Daughters of the

American Revolution is a

League for Animal Protection’s

Wif of th eek

Buddy is a 2-year-old neutered male. Hes so sweet
and loves affection. He loves to snuggle but also still
likes to play, but hes so gentle. Buddy is fully vac-
cinated and heartworm negative.

The LAP Shelter is open from 8-11 and 3-5; 540-473-3853.
Send donations to LAP, P.O. Box 561, Fincastle, 24090.
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non-profit, non-political
organization open to any
woman who has lineage to
a Patriot who contributed
to the success of the
American Revolution.
Founded over 125 years
ago, it is focused on
service to the community
and fosters Historic
Preservation, Education,
and Patriotism. If you
are interested or have
questions about joining
the chapter, contact
Membership Chair Emily
Talbot Guillote via email
at eptgl019@gmail.com,
or Registrar JoElla John
at jjohnregistrar@gmail.
com.

Patterson letter

transparency

questions

I attended the Board of Supervisors
meeting on January 27, 2026. Attendance
was not nearly as large as usual, not
because a Board of Supervisors meeting is
not held at 6 p.m., but possibly because
many could not get out or did not want
to be out on the roads dealing with the
remnants of the ice and snow storm and
the very cold weather we had that day. I
wondered why the meeting day had not
been delayed. What happened a litde
over an hour and a half into the meeting
may have provided the answer.

I had viewed and copied the agenda for
the meeting and attended because there
were several things thereon which piqued
my interest. What a surprise it was when,
at around 3:40 p.m., between the 3:30
p.m. public hearing and the 3:45 p.m.
public hearing, the chair stated, “The
other thing I do want, that I missed,
we do have a walk-on and it’s going to
be after number 16 after we finish (f),
is from economic development, so stay
tuned on that.”

By the time this revelation was made,
some of those previously in attendance
had departed and some had just arrived.
At that time I wondered why this item
was not on the agenda which had only
been revealed the previous Friday, or
even yet, why it had not been added as
a “walk-on” at the start of the meeting
that day. Surely, it was something known
when the meeting began and well before
the Citizen Comment Period as the
board had taken no recess since the
beginning of the meeting.

Why was this such a matter of
urgency that it had to be addressed so
surreptitiously? If some deadline had
to be met by the developer in order to
satisfy the big box store, who or what was
it that caused this to be a last minute and
almost at the end of the meeting walk-on
item? Can we expect everything about
this economic development project will
be handled likewise?

Additionally, why wasn’t another
Citizen Comment Period “specific to
agenda items” added to the agenda after
the “walk-on” was added? Instead, we
heard from county representatives and
counsel for the developer about how
absolutely superb this is and will be for
Botetourt County. It almost sounds too
good to be true? There were absolutely
no negatives mentioned. Perhaps there
aren’t any? If there are, why would not
any supervisor make them part of the
discussion before the motion and vote?

The amount of the tax increment
financing proposed and unanimously

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

passed by the supervisors was 69 million
($69,000,000) dollars. Counsel for the
developer begged the supervisors to
increase that by 11 million ($11,000,000)
dollars to 80 million ($80,000,000)
dollars. How long will it be before there
is another “walk-on” unobtrusively
announced at the almost end of a
meeting of the Board of Supervisors
in which there may be a request for
the $80,000,000? Or $100,000,000? Or
$150,000,000? If and when that may
happen, what are the chances it will
be quickly approved on a unanimous
vote with no time allowed for citizen
comment or input?

One cannot forget how the chronic
complainers bellyached about the traffic
when the special exception request of
Wawa was heard by the board, and
how they continue to do so at every
opportunity. Obviously, this major chain
box store will not increase traffic in
or near the proposed site, as that was
never mentioned. I have no doubt there
would have been other negatives pointed
out had there been the least bit of
transparency about this macter.

Surely, a proposal of this magnitude
has taken quite a long time to
materialize, so why did it need to
be handled so as to make it appear
that the board had already decided to
approve the tax increment financing
which was requested by the developer?
Why could it not have been on the
initial agenda and noted as a major
chain box store asking the county for
tax increment financing? Does Section
58.1-3245.2 of the Code of Virginia
govern this? If not, why not? If so, has
an ordinance been passed to allow this?

This matter was on the news several
weeks ago after a town hall meeting
and was reported to be a “rumor.” Is
that what brought about the urgency
to handle it in secrecy until half
the meeting was over before it was
announced as a “walk-on” item? What
would have been wrong with hearing it
in February?

For the last couple of years one of
the many accusations made by those
who complain about everything have
been about what they perceive to be
a lack of transparency on matters
handled by the Board of Supervisors.
It should be noted that one of the
loudest complainers regarding a lack
of transparency made the motion to
approve the developer’s request.

Bob Patterson

Buchanan District

See Letter, page 5

ARRESTS

Jan. 26 - Feb. 1, 2026

RE/MAX

\ 4

R

REALTOR®

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated MOVEtOroa noke.com

..........
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Rodney Spickard| -

RE/MAX

AllStars Realty

Realtor®
RE/MAX Associate

1225 Roanoke Road,
Daleville, VA 24083
(540) 793-1341
rodspickard@gmail.com

The Botetourt County Sheriff’s Office reported the
following arrests Jan.26 - Feb. 1 :

. Jennifer
shoplifting, Jan. 29
Victor J. Gutierrez Ramos, 29, of Laurel, Md.,
driving under the influence, Jan. 30

M. Bursey, 41, of Troutville,

= Buchanan
" Theatre

! " Main Street, Buchanan
$6 Adults

$3 Children under 12
254-1155

www.buchanantheatre.com
Visit our website for list of
movies and live entertainment

Avatar
Fire & Ash

Thursday, Feb.5 7 p.m.

ism

11.Trunk of a tree
12.Bank note

13. Capital of Guam
15. Study again

16. Covered with

23. Signal

35. Bluish greens

south and southeast

Free Movie
Friday & Saturday
36 Feb.6 &7
38 Free movie Friday
0 and Saturday nights,
- “MTS A MAD
MAD MAD MAD
CLUES ACROSS 24, Pitching statistic  CLUES DOWN 20. Anger WORLD” and half-
1.0ne point south of ~ 25. Human being 1. A way to board 23. Sang merrily : :
due east 26. Malaysian isthmus 2. Get down 24.Seaeagle price  drinks and
4. Coagulated blood  27.The“Blonde 3. Highly seasoned 25. Military men Candy.
8. Fortifying ditch Bombshell” sausage 26. Kilo yard (abbr.) 7 p.m. Both Nights.
10. Devotee of Hindu-  34.A gland 4. First day of month 27.Found in the sea

5. Eurasian shrubs

36. Endangered 6.The organ that weather The theatre will then
37.Three-dimensional  bears the ovules of 29.Type of medicine s
38.In a way, precipi- a flower 30. City along the be closed, beginning
tated 7.Small lake Rhine Saturday, Feb. 7, for
39. God associated 9. Belief 31. Animal disease renovations.

hoarfrost with dissolution 10. Sunrooms

17.Opening 40. Blemished 12. Metric weight unit
18.Legendary Rolling  41.Flow or leak 14.Vasopressin

Stone slowly 15. Bravo! Bravo!

21. Stray 42.Disco legends The  Bravo!

22.Computer storing  Bee __ 17. One-time family officer
system 43. Midway between  room staple

19. Got back together

28. Protects from

32. Martini ingredients
33. Get away

34. Lack of disunity
36. One-time Euro-
pean Commission

See Answers, page 10

Subscribe!

389-9355
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Quilters make fidget quilts for stress relief
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PHOTO COURTESY OF BLUE RIDGE QUILTERS

Kathy Wickham
displays a fidget quile
made by a member of
the Blue Ridge Quilters.
These quilts are helpful for
children and adults who
can “fidget” with them to
relieve stress. The makers
use color, contrast, and

variety to appeal to the
eyes and different textures
and shapes to appeal to
touch. This one will go to
someone in hospice care.

The group will meet
next on Tuesday, Feb.
10, at 6:30 p.m. at Our
Savior Lutheran Church,

9068 Cloverdale Road.
President Debby Sowers
will demonstrate ways of
making and using half-
square triangles, and
members will “show and
tell” quilts they have
made.
~ Blue Ridge Quilters

Support Friends of the Eagle Rock
Library during ‘Mindtul Mondays

The Friends of the
Eagle Rock Library, a
group dedicated to
supporting the Eagle
Rock branch of the
Botetourt County
Libraries, will be the
focus of Town Center
Tap House’s “Mindful

food sales — including
non-alcoholic beverages
and to-go orders — will
be donated to a local
nonprofit that supports
the community.
Through fundraising,
volunteering, and
advocacy, the Friends

Mondays®  initiative have helped the Eagle
on Monday, Feb. 9. Rock branch add new
Under this  weekly furniture, special book
program, 10% of all collections, cafes, and
Honor ROIIS from page 3

Allison, Ella Arbogast, Makenzi Asbridge,

Antounios Barakat, Chloe Barnes, Easton Barrett,
Channing Belcher, Cayden Benge, Isabelle Berg,
Gavin Bondurant, Zyiah Brown, Zyiahanna Brown,
Reese Burns, Emmalin Butler, Macey Caldwell,
Ansley Carkuff, Makenna Carswell, Aoife Case,
Noah Church, Jackson Cockfield, Eli Cuba, Aleah
Dalton, Reagan Dameron, Jericho Daniel, John
Davis, Alyssa Dickerson, River Dickerson, Ethan
Dooley, Easton Epperly, Brooks Ferguson, Nolan
Ferguson, Mehmet Fidangul, Landyn Foster, Mason
Gilliam, Elsie Grant, Cohen Grant, Jesse Grooms,
Garrett Helms, Bailey Higgins, Tristan Hinds,
Samuel Jackson, Grace Jensen, Zion Jones, Kaylee
Kammerer, Taryn Kincer, Corinne King, Micah
Laffoon, Curtis Law, Shea Legon, Vivian Lipscomb,
Anastasia Lupiya, Grayson Markham, Brantley
McMillion, Leah Meadows, Pedro Morales-Lopez,
Ella Mullins, Hannah Myers, Claire Nagle, John
Nancarrow, Brantley Niday, Gerard Pablo-Damian,
Gabriel Papenfuse, Rogan DPennock, Malachi
Perdue, Abbagaile Peterson, Kylie Pippert, Cooper
Prite, Paisley Purdham, Quorra Relf, Madison
Reynolds, Owen-Ray Richardson, Vayoleth Romero
Pineda, Genesis Rosa Cruz, Presley Russell, Nora
Salsgiver, Jordan Sample, Paisli Saunders, Nathan
Schwallenberg, Lucy Shawn, Caleb Sherman,
Eleanor Shively, Abigail Silva-Garcia, Katie Sorrell,
Griffin Spalding, Aubrey Spence, Flora Stump, Lily
Surratt, Alexa Thomas, Liam Thomas, Julian True,
Liam Ward, Cora Wimmer, Aubrey Witt, Olivia
Woodruff

SIXTH GRADE: Nevaech Adams, Skylar Amos,
Cooper Anderson, Henry Badgley, Jack Beckner,
Emilia Braden, Lucas Bryant, Parker Bunn, Isaac
Busie, Daniella Carillo, Gavynn Champion, Cory
Classey-Rhea, Anna Cobler, Amelia Cook, Liam
Cooper, Ashlyn Corey, Jeremiah Dooley, Jackson
Duncan, Vivian Estes, Loren Fields, Colton
Flannagan, Kolby Gillespie, Alexa Guevara-Garcia,
Emmet Hamre, Evelyn Hatfield, Gavin Hawkins,
Arianna Irons, Charles Jones, Finn Keleher, Alhan
Khan, Franklyn Klaus, Christopher Klein, Liam
Lavinder, David Lawrence, Matthew Lupiya, Hailey
Mack, Violet May, William Meador, Kaia Metzgar,
Kylor Miller-Dickens, Aliyah Mitchell, Brentley
Niedermeier, Augusta Payne, Ethan Peck, Josiah
Powers, Bryson Prusak, Hunter Ristine, Kendall
Roberts, Lily Rubenstein, Tate Rutledge, Angey
Safera, Isaac Sampson, McKinley Sealey, Aaron
Shelton, Hayden Smith, Addison Thomas, Philip
Thomas, Parker Thompson, Ethan Tucker, Kade
Underwood, Brooklyn Wagner, Jayden Ward,
Alvin Warr, Wren Wiley, Finley Williams, Abigail
Williamson, Dannica Wise, Alexis Woodson, Elijah

The
Fincastle Herald

Serving Botetourt
Since 1866

more. They also sponsor
events such as author

talks and  Summer
Learning Challenge
performers.

Community members
are encouraged to dine
out, enjoy a good meal,
and contribute to a great
cause. To learn more or
get involved, contact
Beth at bethraps@

raisingclarity.com.

~ Fincastle Herald staff
report

e

PHOTO COURTESY OF VFBF

VFBF President Scott Sink presents five-year service pin to Jeannie Dudding.

Dudding receives Farm

Bureau five-year service award

Jeannie L. Dudding was recognized
on Jan. 28 for five years of service on the
Virginia Farm Bureau Federation board
of directors. VEBF President Scott Sink
presented an award to Dudding at the
board meeting in Richmond.

As the District 4 director, Dudding, a
Craig County cattlewoman, represents
Farm Bureau producer members in
Alleghany, Bedford, Botetourt, Craig,
Franklin, Henry, Patrick and Roanoke
counties.

Dudding previously
a Virginia Cooperative Extension
agriculcure  and  natural resources
agent in Giles County. She is now the
agriculture teacher and FFA advisor at
Giles High School. She is an immediate
past president of the Craig County
Farm Bureau and has served on that
organizations board for the past 19
years. She also chairs the VFBF Equine

Lette r from page 4

served as

Advisory Committee.

Additionally, Dudding has been
involved with the Craig County Farm
Bureau Young Farmers Committee and
served as its chair for two years. In
2013 she won the VFBF Young Farmers
Discussion Meet, and in 2015 she was
named Farm Woman of the Year by the
VEBF Women’s Leadership Committee.

She holds a master’s degree in
career and technical education from
Virginia Tech and bachelor’s degrees in
animal science and education from the
University of Connecticut.

Dudding and her husband, Jason,
have an Angus cow-calf operation.
Their two children, Layton and Evie,
are active in 4-H and FFA with their
own livestock projects.

~ Virginia Farm Bureau

Letter
Supervisors

congratulating new

I would like to congratulate the
two newest supervisors to the county
board, Ms. Rottman of Buchanan and
Mr. Snyder of Amsterdam. Also, Mr.
Michael of Blue Ridge and Mr. Nicely
of Fincastle are relatively new members

of the board.

I want to remind our supervisors
they represent the citizens of Botetourt
County, not the county administration
or the county Economic Development
Authority.

All forecasted projects should be
announced and discussed with the
citizens before approval.

Sharon Porter

Troutville

Put the Classifieds to work!

Call 540-389-9355
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ANGLICAN
Orchard Hills Church -
6032 Cloverdale Rd. next to
Read Mountain Fire Station.
Worship at9a.m. and 11 a.m.
Sundays. Home group Bible
studies available throughout

the week. Pastor Scott
McLucas, 977-6800. To find
out more about Orchard Hills
Church go to the website at
www.orchardhillschurch.
org.

ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
New Beginnings Assembly
of God, 1317 Narrow Passage
Rd., 43 North. Sunday
School, 10:00a.m.; Worship,
11a.m.; Wednesday Prayer &
Bible Study, 6:00p.m., Pastor
Steve  Tremblay, email:
pastorstevetremblay@gmail.
com. Everyone welcome.
Troutville Assembly of God,
118 Conner Lane, P.O. Box
728, Troutville, VA 24175,
Pastor Dennis Carroll, 540-

960-1224, Sunday Morning
Worship 10:30 a.m.,
Children’s Church 11:00
a.m., Wednesday Bible

Study 7:00 p.m., Everyone
welcome.

INDEPENDENT
BAPTIST
Crossroads Baptist Church
- 1128 Wheatland Rd.,
Buchanan, Pastor Elmer
Clemons, (540)761-5074
Home, Sunday School 10:00
AM., Morning Worship,
11:00 A.M., Sunday Evening
5:30 P.M., Wednesday Prayer

& Bible Study 5:30 P.M.

Faith Baptist Church—4258
Botetourt Rd., Fincastle, VA.
24090, Pastor, Dr. John W.
Reynolds, Phone; 540-473-
2325, Email: jwr56fbc@
yahoo.com, Church website:
fincastlefaith.com, Services:
10 A.M. Bible Expositions,
11 AM. Worship &
Children’s Church, 7 P.M.
Wednesday Bible Study
& Prayer, Messages at
www.youtube.com/@
faithfbaptistchurch9219. We
look forward to meeting you.

Lapsleys Run  Baptist
Church- 608 Zion Hill
Road, Fincastle. 540-556-

3504. Worship: 2nd & 4th
Sundays at 11:00a.m.
New Hope Baptist Church—
2315 Blue Ridge Blvd. (US
460), 977-6610, Pastor
David McNeill;  Sunday
School, 9:45AM; Worship,
10:45AM, 7PM; Wed., Bible
Study 7PM; Kings Kids,
7PM; Daycare and Preschool,
Mon-Fri. 6:30AM-6PM.
Valley View Baptist
Church— 17471 Main St.,
Buchanan; Rev. Daniel
Boone, 254-2760 (church),
254-2570  (H).  Sunday
School, 10 AM; worship, 11
AM, Sunday Evening, 6:30
PM; Wednesday: Prayer
and Youth Ministries, 7 PM,
Word Of Life youth ministry
for 4 year olds-12th grade
Wednesdays at 7 p.m.
SOUTHERN BAPTIST
Bonsack Baptist Church
- 4845 Cloverdale Rd. (Alt.
220) Dr. Chris Cadenhead,
977-5701, Sunday School,
8:30a.m. and l1la.m.;
Worship  9:45a.m.; Wed.
Bible study, 6 p.m.
Buchanan Baptist Church

— 19730 Main Street,
Buchanan, Sunday Bible
Study for all ages 9:45

a.m.; Worship at 11 am.
Wednesday Fellowship Meal
at 6 p.m. followed by Bible
Study and activities for all
ages. Facebook - Buchanan
Baptist Church; Web Site -
buchananbaptist.com; Phone
- 254-2253, Minister of
Music - Stephen Harris

Daleville Baptist Church-
Corner of Valley Rd. and
Orchard Dr., 992-1570;

oS

Senior Pastor Wes Belcher;
Sunday School 9:15
AM, Worship 10:30 AM;
Wednesday: Prayer & Bible
Study - 6:30 PM, Youth -
6:30 PM

Fincastle Baptist Church—
Located at 7330 Roanoke
Rd., Fincastle, Rt. 220, 1

mile south of Fincastle,
540-473-2861; WWW.
fincastlebaptist.org; Sr.

Pastor Kevin B. Cummings.
Sunday Mornings, we offer
a dual Bible Study/Worship
Service at both 9:00 am and
10:45 am. On Wednesday
evenings, we offer events for
the entire family: Kids Club
(3 years-5th grade) 6:15-
7:30 pm; Middle School
Ignite (Grades 6-8) 6:15-
7:15 pm; Adult Bible Study
6:30-7:30 pm; Ignite High
School Group (Grades \9-12)
7:45-8:45 pm; and childcare
(birth-36 months).

Forest Grove  Baptist
Church— 693 Mt. Moriah
Rd. (Rt. 681), Eagle Rock,
Rev. Jerry Marsh, Pastor.
Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.,
Worship 10:35 a.m., Wed.,
Bible Study 7 p.m.

Glade  Creek  Baptist
Church — 3148 Webster
Road, Blue Ridge, Virginia
24064. Pastor  Steve
McChesney. Phone 540-
977-1686  or  540-798-
7462. Sunday School 9:45
am., Sunday  Worship
Service 11:00 a.m., to
include Chidren’s Church.
Wednesday evening Worship
and Bible study begins with
a meal at 6:30 p.m.

Mill Creek Baptist Church
—11475 Lee Hwy., Fincastle,
992-3474. Danny Quirin,
Pastor. Sunday School, 9:30
a.m.; Worship 8:30 a.m. &
10:45 a.m.; Wednesday night
activities begin at 6pm: Bible
study, children and youth
activities, choir and handbell
rehearsals follow. office@
millcreekbc.com

Pleasant  Hill  Baptist
Church —4930 Country Club
Road (corner of Country Club
& Haymakertown Roads),
540-992-5556. Pastor Danny
Barham. Sunday School, 10
a.m.; Worship Service, 11
a.m. Worship can also be
viewed online at the PHBC
Facebook page or on Youtube
(PHBCtube). Other activities
and schedules can be found
at www.phbcweb.com.
Springwood Baptist
Church — 88 Copps Hill
Rd., Buchanan; Rev. Mike
Anderson,  540-819-4616,
Email  pmike09@outlook.
com. Sunday School, 9:45
am.: worship 11 am.:
Wednesday night bible study
will be held every first and
third Wednesday of the
month from 6:30 p.m.-7:30
p.m.

Troutville Baptist Church
—P.O. Box 309, Troutville,
VA 24175; 992-1026, Rev.
Carol Johnston. Sunday
School 10:00AM; Worship
11AM. Wednesday: Adult
Prayer & Bible Study,
6:15PM; Youth & Children
Activities 6:30PM.

Zion Hill Baptist Church—
Intersection of Zion Hill
Road and Old Fincastle Road.
Pastor Donald Goforth (540)
884-2285.Sunday School -10
AM Worship 11AM. Youth
Activities (grades 6-12) and
Kingdom Kids (preschool-
grade 5) Wednesdays at 5:30
PM.

CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN
Cloverdale Church of the
Brethren— 4708 Read Mtn.
Rd., 992-1060; Sunday
School, 9:15 a.m., worship,
10:30 a.m.; Wed. (Sept.-

ototourt
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RELIEF
Read Job 15:1 through 22:30

Justin sat in Caleb’s apartment,
hoping his big brother could
provide some words of encour-
agement. An official letter from
his college had arrived, an-
nouncing that Justin was on ac-
ademic probation. Justin never
realized those two words would
cause his parents so much pain,
anger, and disappointment.

Caleb was frustrated. He knew
the sacrifices his parents made
so that Justin could attend col-
lege. College loans, scholar-
ships, and money did not come
easy. His parents worked hard
at obtaining all the financial
aid they could gather. His dad
picked up extra shifts at work to
cover the cost of books. Now,
to hear that Justin “blew it” was
more than Caleb could bear. He
wanted to explode, but the Holy
Spirit urged him to listen. After
several moments, Caleb sat
down beside Justin and placed
his arm around him. Caleb
whispered, “Mind if I pray for
you?”

Justin grinned, “Thanks, man. I
sure could use it!”

But my mouth would encour-
age you; comfort from my lips
would bring you relief

(Job 16:5).

Do your words bring comfort
or condemnation?

Challenge for Today: Provide
comfort and encouragement to
someone close to you.

Quicklook: Job 16:4-6

/

May), Family Dinner, 6
p.m., Bible study, 6:45 p.m.
Preschool, after-school care
& summer day camp for
preschool and elementary
age children. Patrick Starkey,
Pastor; Shawna Burkhart,
preschool director.

Mt. Bethel Church of the
Brethren— 10603 Narrow
Passage Rd., Eagle Rock.
PO Box. 183 Eagle Rock,
VA 24085. Interim Pastor
Dreama  Osborne.  884-
2292 (church), 540-597-
8272 (cell). Sunday School,
10 AM; worship, 11 AM;
Ladies’ Aid meets 2nd Thurs.
monthly.

Mt. Joy Church of the
Brethren— 2565 Buffalo Rd.,
10 miles N of Buchanan,
254-2298. Sunday School,
10 a.m.; worship, 11 a.m.
Pastor Michael Tabor, (540)
309-7595.

Pleasant Dale Church
of the Brethren, 3732
Breckinridge  Mill  Rd,

Fincastle, Rev. Dr. David
A. Tozar - pastor, Sunday
worship at 1lam, preceded
by coffee fellowship at
10:30, Bible Study Sunday
at 4pm, 5th Sunday Potluck

luncheon, Handicap
Accessible, Contact Pastor
Davd at dtozar9@yahoo.

com. Follow on Facebook,
Sunday worship and Bible
study stream live.

Troutville Church of the
Brethren - 5133 Lee Hwy.,
992-1571; Terry R. Johnson,
Pastor; Don  Obenshain,
Choir  Director.  Sunday
Morning Services: Sunday
School, 10 am; Worship
Service, 11 am. Sunday
Night Meetings: Rainbows,
5:30 pm; Christ Seekers,
6:00 pm. Wednesday Night
Meetings: Bible Study, 6:30
pm, Choir practice, 7:00 pm.
Family Fellowship Time will
be held each 3rd Sunday
of the month. Handicap
Accessible.  Our  email
address is: Troutvillecob@
hotmail.com.

ECKANKAR

Eckankar, The Path of
Spiritual Freedom, is a
simple teaching that focuses

on the Light and Sound of
God to help people find more
love in their life. We offer a
Spiritual Event on the 2nd.
Sunday of each month. The
program may be a Light and
Sound Service, a Spiritual
video and discussion, or
other topics and techniques
to help Raise Your Spiritual
IQ. The Roanoke ECK
Center is located at 1420
3rd. St. SW, Roanoke, VA
24016. For more information
visit www.eck-va.org or call
540- 353-5365. People of all
faiths are welcome.
EPISCOPAL
St. Mark’s
$ Episcopal Church
— 111 S. Roanoke
St., Fincastle. P.O. Box 277
Fincastle, VA 24090. The
Rev. G. Willis Logan, Rector.
473-2370. Worship in the
sanctuary and by Zoom on
Sunday mornings at 10:00am,
with Adult Education on
Sunday mornings from 9:00
to 9:50am. Evening Prayer
is Wednesday evenings at
7:30pm by Zoom. Brown
Bag Bible Study on
Thursdays at 12 noon in
the Ministry Center and by
Zoom. Links for Zoom can
be found on our website,
www.stmarksfincastle.org.
LUTHERAN
Our Savior Evangelical
Lutheran Church (WELS)
— 9068 Cloverdale Road,
Troutville, VA; Paul
Workentine, Pastor; Worship
Sunday at 10:00 AM.
Sunday School at 11:30
AM. Info and calendar at
oslroanoke.com. Phone:
540-977- 4888. Wheatland
Evangelical Lutheran
Church— 1560 Wheatland
Road, Buchanan, 24066;
540-254-1605. Sunday
worship service, 10:30 a.m.
(in person or parking lot,
tune car radio to 88.9 FM).
The Rev. Chuck Miller, 540-
589-7553. Facebook, http://
www.wheatlandlutheran.org;
teemwheatland@gmail.com
NON-
DENOMINATIONAL
Grace Bible Church of
Botetourt — 148 Amsterdam
Rd. (beside the south lane of
220 in Amsterdam, 1.5 miles
north of LBHS). Sunday
Worship, 10 a.m. Pastor Jay
Robinette - 855-4620.
Mt. Carmel Church, 6
miles south of Eagle Rock
at intersection of Rt. 43 and
688; pastor, Richard Ronk;
phone # (540) 884-3653;
Sunday School at 10:00
AM., Worship at 11:00
AM., Wed. Prayer Meeting
at 7:00 P.M.
Woodland Church—A Place
Where You Can Grow — 45
Woodland Rd. Troutville,
VA. Corner of Blacksburg/
Country Club Rds., 3.5 miles
W. of Fincastle; 992-1008.

Sunday  School, 10AM;
Worship, 11AM,  Wed.
Prayer Meeting 6:30PM.

Website: woodlandchurchbe.
com. E-mail address:
woodlandchurchbc@gmail.
com.
PRESBYTERIAN
Buchanan Presbyterian
Church — 19559 Main St.
Buchanan.  540-254-1390.
Donna Hopkins Britt, Pastor.
Choir rehearsal at 9:00 am.
Sunday School at 10:00 am.
Worship at 11:00 am.
Videotaped services can
be viewed on YouTube.
The Food Pantry is open
from 9-11 a.m. on the 2nd
and 4th Saturdays of each
month. Handicap accessible.
Facebook page or website:
www.buchananpresbyterian.
org. Contact www.admin@
buchananpresbyterian.org

Fincastle

Presbyterian
Church - 108 E. Back Street,

Fincastle, VA 24090. The
Rev. Dr. David Dickerson,
Supply Minister, Lori Turner,
Music Director.  Worship
service in the Sanctuary and
via Live Streaming (https:///
www.facebook.com/
fincastlepresbyterianchurch)
at 10:30 AM. Adult Sunday
School offered at 9:30 AM.
Fellowship time in the
Fellowship Hall immediately
following morning service.
Bell choir practices after

Sunday Fellowship, often
providing  special music
in our services. For more
information please email

fincastlepresbyterianchurch

(@gmail.com or call
540.473.2042.
Galatia Evangelical

Presbyterian Church - 78
Gala Loop Road, Eagle
Rock, VA 24085. Rev. Emily
B. Hook, pastor, 804-516-
6552. Sunday School at 10
a.m. each Sunday. Morning
Worship & Praise at 11a.m.
each Sunday. Communion
once each quarter.

Virginia Presbyterian
Church — 918 Pico Road,
Buchanan, 24066. Worship
9:30 a.m. (nursery provided),
Sunday School, 10:30 a.m.

ROMAN CATHOLIC
Church of the
Transfiguration— 7624

Roanoke Rd., Fincastle, VA
24090; Fr. Zaverio “Xavier”
Banasula. 473-2656.
Saturday Mass at 4:30pm &
Sunday at 8:30am; Christian
formation after Mass on
Sunday.
UNITED METHODIST

Andrew Chapel United
Methodist Church — 3936

Beaver Dam Road, just
off  Springwood  Road,
Springwood. Rev. Morris

A. Bennett. Sunday School,

9:15 am. followed by
Worship, 10 a.m.

Eagle Rock United
Methodist Church — 14565
Church St., Eagle Rock,
10:15 AM; Glen Wilton
UMC, Main St., Glen

Wilton, 9:00 AM; Shiloh
UMC, Shiloh Rd, Eagle
Rock, 11:15 AM. Pastor
Ray Sandifer (540) 525-
0258. Mail donations for the
building fund to P.O. Box 85,
Eagle Rock.

Fincastle United Methodist
Church — Sunday School
at 9 a.m. in the Family Life

Center. In person services
Sunday, 10 a.m. in the
sanctuary, 136 S. Church

St., Fincastle. Service is also
live streamed on YouTube
at https://www.youtube.
com/@FincastletUMCMedia
or on Facebook at https://
www.facebook.com/profile.
php?id=100068517955699.
Reverend Jim Bollinger,
office, 473-3001. E-mail:
office@fincastleumc.org.

St. Mark’s United
Methodist Church - 19
CedarRidge Drive, Daleville.
Pastor Samuel Plymale, 992-
3030. We have one service
on Sundays at 10:00am, with
Sunday School for children,
youth, and adults following
at 11:00am. Shipyard Youth
meets every Sunday from
4:00 to 6:00pm, unless there
is a special monthly mission
event. Frogs and Tadpoles
Children’s Ministry meets
on the 2nd and 4th Sundays
of each month, September
through April, from 4:00 to
6:00pm.

Trinity United Methodist
Church — 19637 Main
St., Buchanan; Rev. Doug
Mitchell, 254-2475 (O).
Worship, 9:45AM, Sunday
School 10:30 AM.
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Dudding, Freddie Jay

Freddie Jay Dudding, affectionately

known as “Jay,” passed away on Jan.

Fralin; and his stepfather, Golden

18, 2026, in Blue Ridge.
He was born on Dec. \
11, 1962, in Roanoke.

Jay spent many years
working as a truck driver,
a career that reflected his
independence and love of
the open road. Outside
of work, he found joy
in kayaking, motorcycle
riding, and bird watching,
appreciating both
adventure and the quiet
beauty of nature. Jay was a member
of Villamont Presbyterian Church,
where he found fellowship and spiritual
comfort.

He was preceded in death by his
father, Franklin Delano Roosevelt
Dudding; his mother, Mildred

Fralin.
Those left to cherish
. his memory include his
brother, Jack Dudding
; (Donna); sister, Jill
= p— Bird (Mike); nephew,
o Corey  Austin, and
! great-nephew, Gunner
& Bastrom; niece, Cristen

Austin, and great-
nephew, Eli Doss; niece,
Alecia Carwile (Clyde),
and great-nieces and
great- nephew, Cassidey,
Chevy, and Cody; niece, Nikki
Dudding (Ricky Weeks), and great-
nephew, Camden Dudding; along
with numerous friends and loved
ones who will miss him dearly.

A celebration of life will be held

at a later date to be announced.

Fleshman, Jimmy Wayne

November 4, 1946 — January 29,
2026

daughter, Sherrye Fleshman; and
granddaughters, Karlie Burks and
; Kaitlan Burks.

Jimmy Wayne
Fleshman, 79, of
Roanoke, passed away
on Thursday, Jan. 29,
2026. He was the son
of the late Leo and
Margaret Fleshman.

Jimmy was the owner/
operator/mechanic |
of Fleshman Service [%
Center.

A graveside service
was held at 2 p.m. on
Monday, Feb. 2, 2026,
at Blue Ridge Memorial
Gardens Mausoleum
with the Rev. T.G.
Ayers officiating.
Condolences may be
shared with his family
at  www.Oakeys.com.
Arrangements were by

He is survived

by his wife, Donna A. Fleshman;

Oakey’s North Chapel,
(540) 362-1237.

Harris, John Henry

John Henry “Johnny” Harris, 82,
of Troutville, passed away on ]anuary
25, 2026, at his home.

and -nieces, Jake, Kinsey and Keagan
Delp, and Chamberlyn Delp; also

Johnny was born in
Botetourt County to
thelate Samuel Bedford
Harris and Nannie
Holdren Harris Keith.
He was preceded in
death by his brother-
law, Warren M. Goad;
and half-brothers,
Raymond, Alfred,
and Harrison Harris.
He graduated from =
Lord Botetourt High School and
retired from Botetourt County
Public Works as the Manager of
the Botetourt County Landfill.
Johnny also enjoyed hunting,
vintage car shows, NASCAR and
his family.

Survivors include his sister
,Nancy Harris Goad; niece, Angela
and Charles J. “Buddy,” “Charlie”
Italiano; nephew, Craig E. Goad;
great-nephews and -nieces, Jacob
and Kiristie Delp, Samuel and Taylor
Delp, Emily Holbrook and family,
Aydin Italiano; great-great-nephews

half-nephews, Bobby
and Juanita Harris,
Jerry and Cindy Harris;
special  friends and
neighbors, the Ross
Family.

Funeral services for
Johnny will be held at
11 a.m. Friday, Feb. 6,
2026 in the Buchanan
Chapel of Botetourt
Funeral Home,
14920 Lee Highway,
Buchanan with Pastor Danny Barham
officiating. The family will receive
friends from 10 a.m. until the time
of the service and after the service in
the Botetourt Event Center. Johnny
will be laid to rest beside his parents
in Daleville Cemetery as the weather
permits. Memorial donations can
be made in John’s name to Lord
Botetourt High School / Future
Farmers of America Chapter, 1435
Roanoke Road, Daleville, 24083.
Those wishing to send a condolence
may do so at www.botetourtth.com

or 540-254-3000.

Knewasser, Elizabeth Johnson

Elizabeth “Liz” Johnson Knewasser,
76, of Roanoke, peacefully passed

heart with joy; sisters, Susie (Al)
Berkley, Daisy (Lewis) Rose, and

away on Tuesday, Jan.

20, 2026.
Liz was preceded
in death by her

parents, Daisy Johnson
Washington and Garrett
Johnson, Sr.; husband,
Kim Knewasser; sisters,
Shirley Terry and Lucille
Johnson; brothers,
James Glover, Billy
Glover, Davie Johnson,

Linda Ellis; brothers,

Garrett (Beverly)
Johnson, Michael
(Ruby) Johnson,
Clint (Lelia) Johnson,
Kevin Johnson,
and Jamie (Carrie)

Washington; sister-in-
law, Mary Johnson; her
companion, Heyward
Fisher, and a multitude
of nieces and nephews

and Freddie Johnson;
and her son, David “Horn” Johnson.

Those left to carry her memory
are her son, Kenneth Johnson, and
daughter, Daisy (Leo) Lopez; her
grandchildren, Shane Young, Shayla
Mello, Marcus Johnson, Jordan
Johnson, and Bryce Lopez; and

great-grandchildren, Ka’Marion,
Wyatt, Azyla, Marleigh, Juelz,
and De’imani who filled her

who adore her and will
forever cherish her presence in their
lives.

Funeral services were held on
Tuesday, Febr. 3, 2026, at 2 p.m. in
the Buchanan Chapel of Botetourt
Funeral Home, with Elder Donald
Williams officiating. The family
received friends an hour before the
service. Online condolences may be
made at www.botetourtth.com.

Post 240 Notes

Weather permitting, Post 240
will conduct its monthly meeting on
Thursday, Feb. 5 at the VFW building at
the corner of Rt. 220 and Country Club
Road, Daleville. Social hour and a light
dinner are scheduled from 6 p.m. until

7 p.m. The business meeting will start
promptly at 7 p.m.

All active members and non-member
veterans are encouraged to join the Post
for this event.

~ Post 240 Executive Committee

Share Church news today!
fincastle@ourvalley.org

Wheeler, David Thomas

David Thomas “Tommy” Wheeler,
78, passed away peacefully in the
early morning of Jan.13,

2026.

A lifelong  lover
of racing, Tommy
approached life with
energy, adventure,
and heart. Now, the
checkered flag  has
waved — he has finished

his race.
Born and raised in
Buchanan, Tommy was

a steadfast husband,

devoted  father, and adoring
grandfather. He was known by many
as the go-to mechanic — the one

who could diagnose and fix just
about anything with an engine. If
it had wheels, chances are Tommy
had tinkered with it, raced it, or
was already figuring out how to
make it run better. His mechanical
aptitude was remarkable, but it was
his curiosity and determination that
truly set him apart.

Tommy loved the outdoors and
lived life at full throttle. He found joy
in tending his garden, hiking, trips to
the beach, and giving back through
litter pick-up efforts. Known for
his mischievous sense of humor and
signature sneaky grin, those closest
to him caught fleeting glimpses of it
even as his health declined.

He was preceded in death by
Howard and Danie Wheeler; sister,

Martha Snuffer; brothers, Lynwood

Wheeler, Curtis Wheeler, and
Mike Wheeler; and
brothers-in-law, Punk

Broughman and Dickie
Montgomery.

He is survived by his
wife of 53 years, Vicky
Wheeler;  daughter,
Amy  Wheeler of
Winchester; son-in-
law, David Loughran;
and grandson, Keegan,
who will forever carry

: his spirit forward. He
is also survived by his brother, Bob
(Carla) Wheeler of Salem, Ore.;
brother-in-law, John (Carolyn)
Montgomery of Salem; sisters-in-
law, Sylvia (Willard) Flora, Phyllis
(Warren) Wertz of Roanoke, Kay
Broughman of Buchanan, and Joyce
Montgomery of Buena Vista; and
numerous nieces and nephews.
Special friends include Billy and
Becky Booze, Phyllis and Randy
Kingery, and Hedda and Ken St
Clair.

Those wishing to make a
contribution, please consider the
American Stroke Association, PO.
Box 840692, Dallas, Texas 75284-
0692 or Virginia Presbyterian
Church, PO. Box 328, Buchanan,
24066.

A celebration of life service will be
private. Online condolences may be
made at www.botetourtth.com.

Wood, Jason Emerson

Jason Emerson Wood, 45, of
Fincastle, passed away unexpectedly
at his home on Jan. 24,
2026.

He was born on July
17, 1980, to Pamela
Susan Lynch and Larry
Roope. Jason grew up in
Botetourt County under
the loving care of his
maternal grandparents,
Evelyn Ransome Wood
and Matthew Emerson
Wood.

He was a 1999
graduate of Lord Botetourt High
School, where he played saxophone
in the marching band during his
freshman and sophomore years. He
was also an active member of the FFA
from grades 10-12 and volunteered
with Fincastle Rescue.

Jason was preceded in death by
his grandmother, Evelyn Ransome
Wood; aunt, Cheryl R. Arnold;
stepbrother, Michael E. Kiser; and
cousin, Chasity D. Scaggs.

He is survived by his children:
daughter, Leecanne Jeanne Harney-
Wood (Kenny); sons, Austin Emerson
Wood and Samuel Matthew Wood;
stepson, Alex Robertson; and fiancé,
Bobbie ] Robertson. He is also
survived by his mother, Pamela Susan
Kiser (Larry) of Louisburg, N.C.;
grandfather, Matthew Emerson
Wood of Troutville; sisters, Jessica
LeeAnn Wood of Troutville, Misty
D. Kiser (Zack) of Floyd, Va.; and
Shonna E. Kiser of Louisburg, N.C.

He leaves behind nieces and
nephews, NiKayla D. Reedy,
Preston M. Wood, Destiny S.

Kiser, and Wyatt E. Kiser; aunts,
Jennifer L. Cupp (Robert) of
m Fincastle and Paula
L. Brooks (Robert) of
Spring Hope, N.C.;
numerous  cousins,
including two he
was especially close
to, Derek E. Cupp
(Devin) and Dale S
Cupp  (Anastasia);
and many friends he
considered family.
Jason loved
spending time with
and enjoyed hunting,

his family
fishing, and anything related to the

outdoors. Even when struggling
himself, he was known for giving
his last dollar or the shirt off his
back to help someone in need.
His sense of humor was one of his
greatest gifts—he loved to be silly,
was often the clown in the room,
and truly enjoyed life.

A man of faith, Jason was
working to start a Botetourt
County chapter of Celebrate
Recovery and was scheduled to
begin classes to become a counselor
for the Department of Justice.

A service will be held Friday,
Feb. 6, at 2 p.m. at Pleasant Hill
Baptist Church in Troutville. The
family will receive friends one
hour prior to the service. A private
burial will take place at a later
date.

In lieu of flowers, the family
requests donations be made to the
Botetourt Food Pantry in Fincastle
or to the Pleasant Hill Baptist
Church Food Ministry.

CHURCH NEWS

Mt. Carmel hymn

well as shoes, household

pancake meal on Feb.

sing Feb. 8

Mt. Carmel Church,
Eagle Rock, will host
a hymn sing on Feb.
8 at 6:30 p.m. Light
refreshments will follow.
All are welcome.

Community dinner at
Buchanan Presbyterians

Buchanan
Presbyterian Church is
inviting the community
to dinner on the first
Wednesday of each
month. Come for food
and fellowship at 6:30
p.m. on Wednesday,
Feb. 4 at 19559 Main
Street, Buchanan. There
is no charge; however,
any donations will be
used for the Food Bank.

Eagle Rock Clothes
Closet February dates

The Eagle Rock
Community  Clothes
Closet at 14565 Church
Street, Eagle Rock, will
be open on Saturdays,
Feb. 7 and Feb. 21, from
9 a.m. to 12 noon, and
Wednesday, Feb. 11,
from 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
st has clothing for men,
women, and children, as

items and toys, all at
no charge. Bags are
provided and patrons
are asked to honor the
bag limit.

Clothing donations
should be made in bags,
using the donation box
outside the church. For
larger donations or to
volunteer to help with
this community-wide
mission, contact Ray
Sandifer at 540-525-
0258.

Pleasant Hill food
box distribution Feb.
14

Pleasant Hill Baptist
Church will have food
boxes available Feb. 14
from 9-10:30 a.m. at
the church or at the
Eagle Rock Library. If
weather is not suitable,
contact the church to
arrange pick up at a
later date.

Shrove Tuesday meal
at Trinity UMC

Trinity United
Methodist Church
invites the public
to an  “All-You-Can-
Eat” Shrove Tuesday

17. Pancakes, sausage,
bacon, coffee and juice
will be served between
4 and 7 p.m. on that

Tuesday.
The meal is free and
open to the public.

“Love” offerings will be
accepted.

Trinity United
Methodist Church is
located at 10637 Main
Street, Buchanan. The
meal will be served in
the fellowship hall, enter
off Washington Street.

Serving With

Compassion

ﬁ;
%tetourt

Funeral Home
& Crematory

Buchanan| Eagle Rock

254-3000| 884-2276

14920 Lee |14777 Church

Highway Street
Karen C. )’oung,
Funeral Director

Loca((y owned & operated Ey

L. Ray & Bobbi Sloan
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Legals -

Botetourt County

Trustee's Sale
187 SPRING
HOLLOW RD,
TROUTVILLE, VA
24175
(Parcel ID: 11123)

Default having been made
in the terms of a certain
Deed of Trust dated
1/5/2024, in the original
principal amount of
$264,926.00 and recorded
in the Clerk's Office of the
Circuit Court of the
Botetourt County, Virginia
on 1/8/2024, as Instrument
No. 240000041, the
undersigned Substitute
Trustees will sell at public
auction on 3/4/2026 at 2:00
PM, Front of building of the
Circuit Court Building For
Botetourt County, 1 West
Main Street, Fincastle,
Virginia 24090, the property
designated as 187 SPRING
HOLLOW RD,
TROUTVILLE, VA 24175.

Located in the County of
Botetourt, Commonwealth
of Virginia:

Lot 15, Block 2, according
to Map No. 2 Subdivision,
Portion of Property of S. E.
Wilkinson and G. W. Wills,
made by C. B. Malcolm &
Son, S.C.E., dated
November 21, 1951,
recorded in the Clerk's
Office of the Circuit Court of
Botetourt County, Virginia,
in Plat Book 3, page 184,
and being further described
as follows:

BEGINNING at the
intersection of Lot 14 and
Lot 15 at an iron pipe in the
edge of Spring Hollow
Road; thence along the
property line of Lots 14 and
15, N.30°22'W. 203.14
feet to an iron stake in the
property line of Lots 2 and
3; thence N. 58° 44'E.
100.01 feet to an iron stake
in the property line of Lots
15 and 16; thence S. 30°
22'E. 204.71 feet along the
property line of Lots 15 and
16 to an iron stake in Spring
Hollow Road; thence S. 59°
38" W. 100 feet along
Spring Hollow Road to the
point of Beginning; and
BEING the same property
conveyed to the Grantor
herein by Deed dated
January 4, 2024, recorded
contemporaneously with
this Deed of Trust.

TERMS: CASH. A deposit
of $26,492.60 or 10% of the
sale price, whichever is
lower, will be required of the
successful bidder at time of
sale. Prior to the sale,
interested bidders will be
required to register with and
must present a bid deposit
which may be held during
the sale by the trustee. The
bid deposit must be certified
funds and/or cash, but no
more than $9,900.00 of
cash will be accepted. The
successful bidder's deposit
will be retained at the sale
and applied to the sale
price. If held by the trustee,
all other bid deposits will be
retumed to the unsuccessful
bidders. Settlement is to be
made within 15 days. The
successful bidder will be
responsible for obtaining
possession of the property,
and for all costs and fees
related to recording the
Trustee's Deed, including
the grantors tax. The
successful bidder will be
required to execute a
Memorandum of Trustee's
Sale, available for review
upon request before the
sale, outlining additional
terms of sale and
settlement. A Trustee's
Deed will be prepared by
Trustee's attorney at high
bidder's expense. This is a
communication from a debt
collector. Vylla Solutions -
Virginia, LLC,

283 Constitution Drive,
Suite 102, Office B,

Virginia Beach, VA 23462,
File No. 25-37622,

Tel: 888-313-1969

Legals -
Botetourt County

amount (whichever is lower)
will be required immediately
of the successful bidder, in
cashier’s check or certified
funds only payable to or
signed over to
“DOLANREID PLLC,
TRUSTEE”, no person
checks accepted. Balance
due within 15 days from
date of sale VIA
BANKWIRE ONLY. Sale is
subject to post sale
confirmation and audit of
the status of the loan
including, but not limited to,
determination of whether
the borrower filed for and
obtained bankruptcy
protection, entered into any
repayment agreement,
reinstated or paid off the
loan prior to the sale. In
any such event, or if trustee
is unable to complete the
sale, orif it is set aside or
not fully completed for any
reason except purchaser’s
default, the sale shall be
null and void, and the
purchaser’s sole remedy, in
law or equity, shall be the
return of the deposit without
interest. Upon purchaser’s
default, the deposit shall be
forfeited and the property
resold at the risk and costs
of the defaulting purchaser.
Sale is subject to all prior
liens, easements,
restrictions, covenants,
reservations and conditions,
if any, of record, as well as
inchoate liens and any other
matters which would be
disclosed by an accurate
survey or inspection of the
premises. Real estate
taxes will be adjusted to the
date of sale. All costs of
conveyance, deed,
examination of title,
recording charges, grantor's
tax and possession will be
at the expense of the
purchaser. All risks of
casualty immediately pass
to the successful bidder.
Time is of the essence.
Winning bidder must sign a
memorandum of sale
immediately upon
completion of sale.
Additional terms may be
announced at the time of
sale. Trustee’s affidavit and
a copy of the notice of sale
available at the foreclosure
sale. The opening bid is not
announced until the sale.
Current sale status
available at
dolanreid.com/foreclosure-
sales.

THISIS A
COMMUNICATION FROM
A DEBT COLLECTOR.
ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED WILL BE USED
FOR THAT PURPOSE.

For Information Contact:
DolanReid PLLC and G.
Benny Moore,

Substitute Trustee(s)
12610 Patrick Henry Dr.,
Ste. D, Newport News, VA
23602; (757) 320-0255, ext.
220 or ext. 260

TRUSTEE SALE OF
1131 2nd Street,
Blue Ridge, VA

24064

In execution of the Deed of
Trust dated November 30,
2017, in the original
principal amount of
$148,265.00, recorded as
Inst. 170004619, assigned
as Inst. 200000435, in the
Clerk’s Office of the Circuit
Court for the County of
Botetourt, Virginia, default
having occurred in the
payment of the
indebtedness thereby
secured and at the request
of the holder of the note, the
undersigned, as Substitute
Trustees, either of whom
may act, will sell at public
auction at the front entrance
of the Circuit Court for the
County of Botetourt on
February 24, 2026, at 1:00
p.m., the property located at
the above address and
described as Lot 5, Block 7,
Section 5, Blue Ridge
Heights, County of
Botetourt. TERMS: CASH.
PROPERTY SOLD AS IS
WITH SPECIAL
WARRANTY OF TITLE. A
deposit of $10,000.00 or
10% of the successful bid

TRUSTEE’S SALE
OF 1449
LAKERIDGE
CIRCLE,
TROUTVILLE, VA
24175.

In execution of a certain
Deed of Trust dated
January 4, 2006, in the
original principal amount of
$175,000.00 recorded in the
Clerk’s Office, Circuit Court
for Botetourt County,
Virginia as Instrument No.
060000421. The
undersigned Substitute
Trustee will offer for sale at
public auction in the front of
the Circuit Court building for
Botetourt County, Main
Street, Fincastle, VA 24090,
or any such temporary
alternative Circuit Court
location designated by the
Judges of the Circuit Court,
on March 19, 2026, at 10:30
AM, the property described
in said Deed of Trust,
located at the above
address, and more
particularly described as
follows: ALL THAT
CERTAIN LOT OR
PARCEL OF LAND, WITH
ALL THE
APPURTENANCES
THEREUNTO BELONGING
LYING AND BEING THE
COUNTY OF
BOTETOURT, STATE OF
VIRGINIA, AND MORE
PARTICULARLY
DESCRIBED AS
FOLLOWS, TO WIT:
BEING LOT 17, BLOCK 5,
ACCORDING TO THE MAP
OF RAINBOW FOREST,
PROPERTY OF,
BOTETOURT
DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION,
BOTETOURT COUNTY,
VIRGINIA, MADE BY C.B.
MALCOLM AND SON,
S.C.E.'S, DATED AUGUST
15, 1960 OF RECORD IN
TILE CLERK'S OFFICE OF
THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
BOTETOURT COUNTY,
VIRGINIA, IN PLAT BOOK
4, PAGE 102. TERMS OF
SALE: ALL CASH. A
bidder’s deposit of ten
percent (10%) of the sale
price or ten percent (10%)
of the original principal
balance of the subject Deed
of Trust, whichever is lower,
in the form of cash or
certified funds payable to
the Substitute Trustee must
be present at the time of the

Legals -

Botetourt County

sale. The balance of the
purchase price will be due
within fifteen (15) days of
sale, otherwise Purchaser’s
deposit may be forfeited to
Trustee. Time is of the
essence. If the sale is set
aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall
be entitled to a return of the
deposit paid. The Purchaser
may, if provided by the
terms of the Trustee’s
Memorandum of
Foreclosure Sale, be
entitled to a $50
cancellation fee from the
Substitute Trustee, but shall
have no further recourse
against the Mortgagor, the
Mortgagee or the
Mortgagee’s attorney. A
form copy of the Trustee’s
memorandum of foreclosure
sale and contract to
purchase real property is
available for viewing at
www.bwwsales.com.
Additional terms, if any, to
be announced at the sale
and the Purchaser may be
given the option to execute
the contract of sale
electronically. This is a
communication from a debt
collector and any
information obtained will be
used for that purpose. The
sale is subject to seller
confirmation. Substitute
Trustee: Equity Trustees,
LLC, 8100 Three Chopt
Road, Suite 240, Richmond,
VA 23229. If you have any
questions or concerns,
please contact the Virginia
Pre-Sale Department of
counsel for Equity Trustees,
LLC at 301-961-6555,
website:
www.bwwsales.com.
VA-372477-1.

Tie NEw CASTLERRECORD

TRUSTEE’S SALE
OF 1302
LAYMANTOWN
ROAD,
TROUTVILLE, VA
24175,

In execution of a certain
Deed of Trust dated
January 26, 2022, in the
original principal amount of
$303,750.00 recorded in the
Clerk’s Office, Circuit Court
for Botetourt County,
Virginia as Instrument No.
220000407. The
undersigned Substitute
Trustee will offer for sale at
public auction in the front of
the Circuit Court building for
Botetourt County, Main
Street, Fincastle, VA 24090,
or any such temporary
alternative Circuit Court
location designated by the
Judges of the Circuit Court,
on April 3, 2026, at 10:45
AM, the property described
in said Deed of Trust,
located at the above
address, and more
particularly described as
follows: ALL THAT
CERTAIN TRACT OR
PARCEL OF LAND, WITH
IMPROVEMENTS
THEREON AND
EASEMENTS AND
APPURTENANCES
THEREUNTO
APPERTAINING, LYING
AND BEING IN
BOTETOURT COUNTY,
VIRGINIA, AND MORE
PARTICULARLY
DESCRIBED AS
FOLLOWS, TO-WIT:
PARCEL 1: BEING LOT 4,
BLOCK 24, ACCORDING
TO MAP NO. 3 OF
BLOCKS 11-24, RAINBOW
FOREST, PROPERTY OF
BOTETOURT
DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION,
BOTETOURT COUNTY,
VIRGINIA, MADE BY C. B.
MALCOLM & SON, SCE,
DATED JUNE 29, 1962,
CONSISTING OF SHEETS
1 THROUGH 5
RECORDED IN THE
CLERK'S OFFICE OF THE
CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE
COUNTY OF
BOTETOURT, VIRGINIA,
IN PLAT BOOK 4, AT
PAGE 143. PARCEL 2:
LOT NO. 5, BLOCK 24,
ACCORDING TO MAP NO.
3 OF BLOCKS 11-24,
RAINBOW FOREST,
PROPERTY OF
BOTETOURT
DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION,
BOTETOURT COUNTY,
VIRGINIA, MADE BY C. B.
MALCOLM & SON, SCE'S,
DATED JUNE 29, 1962,
CONSISTING OF SHEETS
1 THROUGH 5,
RECORDED IN THE
CLERK'S OFFICE OF THE
CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE
COUNTY OF
BOTETOURT, VIRGINIA,
IN PLAT BOOK 4, AT
PAGE 143. TERMS OF
SALE: ALL CASH. A
bidder’s deposit of ten
percent (10%) of the sale
price or ten percent (10%)
of the original principal
balance of the subject Deed
of Trust, whichever is lower,
in the form of cash or
certified funds payable to
the Substitute Trustee must
be present at the time of the
sale. The balance of the
purchase price will be due
within fifteen (15) days of
sale, otherwise Purchaser’s
deposit may be forfeited to
Trustee. Time is of the
essence. If the sale is set

Legals -
Botetourt County

aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall
be entitled to a return of the
deposit paid. The Purchaser
may, if provided by the
terms of the Trustee’s
Memorandum of
Foreclosure Sale, be
entitled to a $50
cancellation fee from the
Substitute Trustee, but shall
have no further recourse
against the Mortgagor, the
Mortgagee or the
Mortgagee’s attorney. A
form copy of the Trustee’s
memorandum of foreclosure
sale and contract to
purchase real property is
available for viewing at
www.bwwsales.com.
Additional terms, if any, to
be announced at the sale
and the Purchaser may be
given the option to execute
the contract of sale
electronically. This is a
communication from a debt
collector and any
information obtained will be
used for that purpose. The
sale is subject to seller
confirmation. Substitute
Trustee: Equity Trustees,
LLC, 8100 Three Chopt
Road, Suite 240, Richmond,
VA 23229. If you have any
questions or concerns,
please contact the Virginia
Pre-Sale Department of
counsel for Equity Trustees,
LLC at 301-961-6555,
website:
www.bwwsales.com.
VA-380025-1.

Legals -

City of Salem

Order of

Publication
Commonwealth of Virginia
VA Code§§ 1-211.1; 8.01-

316,-317,20-104
Case No.CL25000427-00

CITY OF SALEM
2 EAST CALHOUN ST
SALEM VA 24153
MICHAEL EUGENE
MORAN
V.
AMBER NICHOLE MORAN,

The object of this suit is to:
OBTAIN A DIVORCE
It is ORDERED that
AMBER NICHOLE MORAN
appear at the above-named
court and protect his/her
interests on or before
April 15,2026
Entered January 9,2026
Stacy L. Owen
Deputy Clerk

TRUSTEE'S SALE
OF
11505 Countyline
Road, Bent
Mountain, VA
24059
Tax Map No.
117.00-01-91.01-
0000

In execution of a Deed of
Trust dated February 7,
2011, recorded in the
Clerk's Office of the Circuit
Court for the County of
Roanoke, Virginia, as
Instrument No. 201101629,
the Trustee will offer the
above-described property
for sale to the highest
bidder at public auction on
February 18, 2026 at
9:00am, at the Roanoke
County Circuit Court, 305
East Main Street, Salem,
VA 24153.

That certain lot or parcel of
land with all appurtenances
thereto, being a parcel of
land containing 0.655 acres
more or less lying and being
in the west side of Virginia
Secondary Route No. 644,
fully shown on a map
attached to and made a part
of the certain deed recorded
in Deed Book 1217 at page
926 of the records of the
Circuit Court Clerk of
Roanoke County, prepared
by Buford Lumsden &
Associates, Engineers &
Surveyors, dated February
20, 1985, the description
being incorporated herein
by reference.

Date of Sale: February 18,
2026 at 9:00am at 305 East
Main Street, Salem, VA
24153.

Terms: CASH; a deposit in
the form of certified funds in
the amount of $10,000 or
10% of the sale price,
whichever is lower.
Settlement within thirty (30)
days of date of sale. Time is
of the essence.

OPTIONS:

1. All costs of conveyance,
examination of title,
recording charges, etc. will
be at cost of purchaser with
the exception of the
grantor’s tax. Neither the
Trustee nor any other party
guarantees or covenants to
deliver or in any way to
obtain possession of the
premises for any third-party
purchaser.

2. The Trustee reserves the
right to reject all bids,
extend the time to receive
bids or withdraw the

SALEM TIMESweREGISTER

News Messer)gg‘

Legals -
City of Salem

property from sale at any
time. In addition, should the
Trustee be unable, for any
reason, in its sole
discretion, to convey title,
the successful bidder's sole
remedy in law or equity
shall be the return of his
deposit. Upon refund of the
deposit, the sale shall be
void and of no effect.

Additional terms may be
announced at the time of
the sale. The Trustee will
convey the above-described
property to the purchaser(s)
by Special Warranty deed at
settlement and makes no
additional representations
or warranties of any kind
regarding the title to said
property.

John K. Prillaman, Esq.
Trustee

For Information Contact:
John K. Prillaman, Esq.
OPN Law, PLC

3140 Chaparral Drive,
#200-C

Roanoke, Virginia 24018
(540) 725-8194

ABC NOTICE
TANGLED WISDOM LLC,
trading as TANGLED
WISDOM, 4287 & 4289
North Fork Road, Elliston,
Montgomery Co. VA 24087.

The above establishment is
applying to the VIRGINIA
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE
CONTROL (ABC)
AUTHORITY for a Farm
Winery license to sell or
manufacture alcoholic
beverages.

Sean Burrows,
Managing Member

NOTE: Objections to the
issuance of this license
must be submitted to ABC
no later than 30 days from
the publishing date of the
first of two required
newspaper legal notices.
Objections should be
registered at
www.abc.virginia.gov or
800-552-3200.

property located at 782 New
River Road NW, Tax Parcel
435 - ((A)) - 41, Parcel ID
007741, zoned General
Business District B-3.
The property is designated
as Business/Commercial on
the Future Land Use Map of
the 2013 Christiansburg
Comprehensive Plan.

Town Hall will be open and
available to receive public
comment in-person at the
time of this Public Hearing.
A copy of the application,

the Town’s Zoning Map,
Zoning Ordinance, and

Future Land Use Map may
be viewed in the Planning
Department Office, 100 E.

Main Street, Christiansburg,
VA 24073, during normal
office hours of 8:00 a.m. —
5:00 p.m. Monday through

Friday. Contact the
Planning Department, by
phone at (540) 382-6128,

Ext. 1902 or by email
at
planning@christiansburg.or
g, with any questions or if
you require reasonable
accommodations.

RADFORDY

Legals -
City of Radford

ABC NOTICE

VYY WOODMUJI, INC.,
trading as FUJIYA RAMEN
103 3RP AVENUE,
RADFORD, VA
24141-4703.

The above establishment is
applying to the VIRGINIA
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE

CONTROL (ABC)
AUTHORITY for a
Restaurant, On and Off
Premises of Wine and Beer
license to sell or
manufacture alcoholic
beverages.

YUJIE YANG, OWNER

NOTE: Objections to the
issuance of this license
must be submitted to ABC
no later than 30 days from
the publishing date of the
first of two required
newspaper legal notices.
Objections should be
registered at
www.abc.virginia.gov or
800-552-3200.

Roanoke County, Virginia

Sealed Bid Auction
Bids Due by February 17 at NOON

Sold to The Highest
Bidder Over
$495,000!

NOTICE IS

HEREBY GIVEN

By the Board of Supervisors
of the County of
Montgomery, Virginia that
the Board of Supervisors
hereby schedules a public
hearing for Monday,
February 23, 2026 at 7:15
pm or as soon thereafter, at
the Montgomery County
Govemment Center, 755
Roanoke Street,
Christiansburg, Virginia, in
order to receive citizen
comments on the proposed
Ordinances Temporarily
changing the A-3, E-3 and
F-3 Precinct Polling Place
from Squires Student
Center located at 290
College Avenue,
Blacksburg, Virginia, to
Johnston Student Center
located at 920 W. Campus
Drive, Blacksburg, Virginia,
for the June 16, 2026
Primary Election Only.

BY ORDER OF THE
BOARD OF
SUPERVISORS
Angela M. Hill
County Administrator

VA 24012

David Boush (VA #3941)
540.871.5810

Jim Woltz (VA #825)
&ASSOCLATES | 540-353.4582

WOL

) 800.551.3588 . WOLTZ.COM

This extraordinary estate property located at 934
Commander Drive, Roanoke, VA 24012, situated
in the desirable Hollins area of Roanoke County.
Built in 1940 and set on 12.58+ acres across two
tracts, this grand Colonial-Revival home offers
nearly 10,000 square feet of elegant living space
with expansive rooms, classic architectural char-

acter, and sweeping lawn and woodland views.
Property Address: 934 Commander Drive, Roanoke,

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

LEGAL NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING
OF THE TOWN OF
CHRISTIANSBURG
PLANNING

COMMISSION

The Town of Christiansburg
Planning Commission will
hold a Public Hearing on

Tuesday, February 17,
2026, at 7:00 PM in the
Council Chambers of the
Christiansburg Town Hall,
100 E. Main Street,
Christiansburg, Virginia
24073, pursuant to Sections
15.2-2204 and 15.2
2285 of the Code of
Virginia, as amended. The
purpose of the public
hearing is to receive
public comments
concerning:

A. Rezoning request by
LZM-BAM, LLC, Applicant
and Property Owner, for an
amendment to proffers on
property located at 2886
Roanoke Street, identified
as Tax Parcel 501 - ((1)) -
24A (Parcel ID 011123),
consisting of approximately
of 0.968 acres. The
property is zoned General
Business District (B-3) with
proffers, and the
request is to amend the
proffers accepted with the
2001 rezoning action. The
property is designated as
Business/Commercial on
the Future Land Use Map of
the 2013 Christiansburg
Comprehensive Plan.

B. Conditional Use Permit
request by Rockstep
Christiansburg LLC,

Property Owner, to allow

operation of a Carnival from
March 26, 2026 through
April 5, 2026 on the
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FOR SALE
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OPPORTUNITIES
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SITUATIONS
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The best place
to find it, sell it,
buy it, & announce it.
To place your ad,
call 389-9355
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& Loca/ News.

ocal Deals!

GET THE BEST
OF BOTH WORLDS
To place your ad, call 389-9355
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Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street - New Castle, VA
Phone: (540) 864-6390 Fax: (540) 864-6356

*Physical Exams * X-ray Services
* Laboratory Services * Acute Care
*Mental Health Services * Well Baby Checks

“YMHC

Monroe Healrth Cenrer

CARPET

RE-STRETCHING!
STEVEN W. DURRANCE

FLOORS

Repairs * New Sales ¢ Expert

540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908

Licensed & Insured

540 404-9598

1002 APPERSON DR -

SALEM, VIRGINIA 24153

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS carpetroanoke.com
* Kk . . : EADES & LOWER INSURANCE
X
NagW " *x Residential and . If you geh-eve 5007 Carriage Dr., Suite 100 ==
g Commercial In your business P.O. Box 21483 ’Eb
. and want to Roanoke, VA 24018 Srrs -
Construction build it
SHERRI STINNETTE HOLT
540-966-0688 ’ INSURANCE AGENT
P PO Box 630 AD VE RTI SE - Cell (540)819-9179 « Office (540)981-1124 ‘*
x X Daleville, VA 24083 Place your ad here, F;x (Sg)) 9d81 123? . e
_2R0._ sherri@eadesandlower.com AUTO | HOME
www.southerntracellc.com call 540-389-9355 www.eadesandlower.com BUSINESS | LIFE

NOW TAKING Clllfg.'!' OM ERS

i [C3 GRABER'S|

CABINETS & FURNITURE LLC

Call-us f%’rﬂ your woodwolrkmg né'eds
New Showroom (':omlng Soon!.

10869 Cumberland Gap Road, New Castle
540-790-9893 (no text messages)
mgraber@emailprint.net

e B

e T

Sunflooring Inc.
STEVE SMITH

With over 40 years of experience

Specializing in Hardwood Floors,

Hardwood Refinishing, Laminate Flooring,

Engineered Floors, Ceramic Tile,
Carpet and Luxury Vinyl Plank

540-556-3100

Sl!olpping Starts

He'e‘ Newspaper

Advertising

- Works!
To place

your ad here,
call 540-389-9355

o,
»
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EE REALTOR

Lisa Martin, REALTOR®

Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480
Lisa@Lisa2buy.com « www.Lisa2buy.com
1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA 24083
BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
HomeServices
[E @, A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Rory “Tater” Benson,
— REALTOR®
Lo | 540353.7173 cell
il
t ! 540.989.4555 office
X' & tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

”z,i EMPLOYEE
e RELOCATION

ssssss
ccccc

2 THE WORLD

MEMBER
ERC
P
REALTORS

uuuuuuuuuu
OPPORTUNITY

COUNCIL

WE BUY
COIN

COLLECTIONS
Top money paid
FREE estimates

Contact us at
540-988-2420
vintoncoin.com

Colonial Title

and Settletnent

Serving the Greater Botetourt & Roanoke Valley
communities with all your real estate needs
for residential, commercial, construction with
MLA services, Assist with 1031 Real Estate
Exchanges, Purchases, Refinances and More!!!!

Call Loretta, Debbie or Kristi
for your next move!

940-966-1260
1215 Roanoke Road, Daleville

STATEWIDE ADS STATEWIDE ADS STATEWIDE ADS STATEWIDE ADS STATEWIDE ADS STATEWIDE ADS STATEWIDE ADS

AUCTIONS

PUBLIC AUCTION! Late Model
CNC  Machining  Equipment!
American Machine Company
Is Closing. Online Only. Feb.
12, 10am. Richmond, Va.
Bid at motleysindustrial.com.
VAAL#16/NCAL#5914.

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:
Promote ~ your  upcoming
auctions statewide! Affordable
Print and Digital Solutions
reaching your target audience.
Call this paper or Landon
Clark at Commonwealth Media
Solutions 804-521-7576,
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 7-Year warranty
with  qualifying  purchase.
Call 1-844-947-1479 today to
schedule a free quote. It's not
just a generator. It's a power
move.

No more cleaning out gutters.
Guaranteed! Leaf Filter is
backed by a no-clog guarantee
and lifetime  transferrable
warranty. Call today 1-877-
614-6667 to schedule a FREE
inspection and no obligation
estimate. Get 15% off your entire
order. Plus, Military & Seniors
get an additional 10% off.
Limited time only. Restrictions
apply, see representative for
warranty and offer details.

Safe Step. North America’s #1
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive
lifetime  warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service.
Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600 Off
for a limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call Safe
Step 1-877-591-9950

The bathroom of your dreams
in as little as 1 day. Limited
Time Offer - $1000 off or No
Payments and No Interest for
18 months for customers who
qualify. BCI Bath & Shower.
Many options available. Quality
materials &  professional
installation. Senior & Military

Discounts Available. Call Today!

Transform Your Bathroom
and Change Your Life.

FREE TOILET + $1,500 OFF

demrion. 1§ 1 1-591-9950
Ay safestep

*Free toilet with purchase and installation of a walk-in tub or walk-in shower only. Offer available while supplies last.
No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Market restrictions
may apply. Offer available in select markets only. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445 13VH11096000

ESTATE AUCTIO

For your FREE information

Ends Feb.9
Culpeper, VA

130+
FIREARMS

Highly sought after rifles, pistols, shotguns representing modern military grade
civilian firearms, premium tactical platforms, historic collectibles, and sporting
arms plus ammo, mags, optics, gear, knives, and more! Details online.

bid. TRFAuctions.com | 434.847.7741 | vars01

1-844-945-1631
SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested,
$525.00 + $86.00 court cost.
WILLS-$295.00. No  court
appearance. Estimated
completion time twenty-one
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney

(Facebook). 757-490-0126. Se
Habla Espanol BBB Member.
https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com

Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and
mobility with the compact
design and long-lasting battery

Be prepared before the next power outage.

]

It’s not just a generator.
It’s a power move.

Receive a free 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase*
-valued at $535.

Call844-947-1479

to schedule your free quote!

*Terms and Conditions apply.

GENERAC
—— |

of Inogen One. Free information
kit! Call 888-608-4974

We Buy Houses for Cash AS
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy three step
process: Call, get cash offer
and get paid. Get your fair cash
offer today by calling Liz Buys

Switch and save up to $250/
year on your talk, text and data.
No contract and no hidden fees.
Unlimited talk and text with
flexible data plans. Premium
nationwide coverage. 100%
U.S. based customer service.
For more information, call
1-855-262-5564

Houses: 1-844-216-5028

Brown v. Board of Education

SCHOLARSHIP
COMMITTEE

Accepting Applications
through April 12, 2026
The Brownv. Board of Education Scholarship

Program was established by the General Assembly
to provide educational opportunities for persons
who were denied an education in Virginia between
1954 and 1964 due to the closing of the public
schools during Massive Resistance. The scholarship
is now available to those individuals and to their
descendants. The program is open to eligible
applicants for the 2026-2027 school year. For
applications and information on eligibility, visit:

BROWNSCHOLARSHIP.VIRGINIA.GOV
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Au Sti n from page 3
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e HB 785 addresses While federal standards

a shortage, especially in
rural areas, of qualified
instructors  for  dual
enrollment and career and
technical education courses,
at a time when demand for
high-paying construction
workers, electricians, and
other professional trades
continues to increase.
The bill restores a three-
year licensure pathway for
accredited college faculty
to teach these courses in
high schools. Its provisions
were incorporated into HB
332, which often happens
when the majority has a
similar bill, and ensures
the intent of this policy
moves forward. This is a
positive step forward that
ensures students pursuing
professional certifications
in high-demand fields are
not limited by a shortage
of qualified industry
instructors.

* HB 786 grants local
school boards the authority
to regulate the sale of energy

drinks in high schools.

Stockyard Report

Monday’s sale at the
Roanoke-Hollins Stockyard:

85 Head
Head Cows $650.00-
2,350.00
Bottle Calves $475.00-
1,200.00

Graded Steers

300-399 $415.00
500-599 $398.00
600-699 $399.00
700-799 $360.00-379.00
800-899 $330.00-350.00
900-999 $335.00

Graded Bulls
400-499 $300.00

Graded Heifers

300-399 $332.00
500-599 $319.00
700-799 $252.00

Kill Cows $12.00-162.00
Kill Bulls $161.50

allow certain caffeinated
beverages, Virginia law does
not clearly give state or local
officials authority over these
products. This bill fills that
gap and allows decisions to
be made locally. It reported
from the House Education
Committee 20-1.

* HB 788 helps public-
safety tow and recovery
operators obtain necessary
contact information after
clearing accidents at law

enforcement’s  request.
These operators  clear
wrecks, reopen lanes,

and restore traffic flow.
Yet after performing this
essential service, they often
cant obtain basic contact
information to charge for
their work, especially when
dealing with out-of-state
drivers. This bill ensures
OpErators can recover costs
instead of absorbing losses
while providing a public
benefit. It reported from
House Transportation
unanimously.

e HB 791 modernizes
Virginia’s charitable raffle
laws by allowing electronic
payments and electronic
drawings at large-scale
sporting events. The bill
updates an outdated paper-
based system, improving
security, transparency, and
efficiency while reducing
administrative costs.
It is narrowly limited
to professional  sports,

GRAPHIC COURTESY OF PIXABAY
NCAA-sanctioned events,
and NASCAR, does not
expand gambling, and does
not affect small or local
charitable raffles. It reported
from House General Laws
20-1.

e HB 1138, based on
recommendations  from
the Joint Legislative Audit
and Review Commission,
updates wage standards for
the Virginia Jobs Investment
Program and Virginia
Investment  Performance
Grants. It ties incentives to
the prevailing average wage
in each locality, modernizing
outdated thresholds while
maintaining flexibilicy for
distressed areas. JLARC
data shows these changes
strengthen  accountability
and attract higher wage
jobs  without reducing
Virginia’s competitiveness
with  other states. It
reported unanimously from
Appropriations.

It is an honor to serve
you in the Virginia House
of Delegates. If T can be of
assistance to you, or you
would like to share your
position on any of my
legislative priorities, please
do not hesitate to contact
me at DelTAustin@House.
Virginia.gov or 804-698-
1037.

~ Del. Terry Austin

VOI u ntee rs from page 1

“Being with them 24/7
was actually kind of nice,”
he said. “You really get to
know their personalites. A
couple of dogs that were
usually standoffish really

started to open up.”

Kuhlik said the dogs
handled the storm well and
cagerly played outside in
the snow before returning
indoors to warm up.

Pa rk from page 2

encouraged to review the
designs and complete a
short online survey to
share their thoughts.
Feedback can also be
submitted through
direct messages to the
department’s social media
channels, where staff
say they will be actively
monitoring  questions
and comments.

“This is very much a
collaborative  process,”
officials noted. “The goal
is to shape the future of
Greenfield Recreation

Park together with the
people who use and love
it”

The survey is available
online  and  rtakes
only a few minutes to
complete. Residents of
all ages and backgrounds
are  encouraged  to
participate, ensuring the
final master plan reflects
a broad range of voices.

As  the planning
process continues, Parks
and Recreation plans
to provide updates and
additional opportunities

for public involvement.
For now, officials hope
residents will take time
to review the concepts
and help guide the next
chapter of Greenfield
Recreation Park.

For more information,
visit the Botetourt
County  Parks and
Recreation social media
pages. To access the
survey, visit heeps://
lp.constantcontactpages.
com/sv/QdStOIX.

~ Fincastle Herald staf}

report

minutes, then stand by the

B oa rd from page 1

Kyle Rosner said the agreement uses
a “synthetic” tax increment financing
structure. Unlike traditional TIFs, the
county would not issue debt, guarantee
loans or advance public funds. Payments
would only occur after the retailer opens
and begins generating tax revenue.

“This is a self-funding development,”
Rosner said. “We are essentially using
the project’s future success to fund its
present needs.”

Staff  estimates  project-related
development could generate about
$175 million in new local tax revenue
over 20 years, based on analyses from
the developer, the Roanoke Regional
Partnership and the county’s financial
advisors. The agreement would apply
only to incremental taxes that do not
currently exist, such as sales, meals and
personal property taxes.

County Attorney Mike Lockaby
outlined multiple safeguards, including
strict third-party audits of eligible costs,
performance requirements and a cap of
$69 million on reimbursable expenses.
He stressed there is no financial recourse
against the county.

“The county is not borrowing
money and is not guaranteeing any
debt,” Lockaby said.

Attorney Neil Keesee, representing
Gateway Circle Properties, called
the proposal a “once in a lifetime
opportunity” and highlighted what
he described as significant potential
tax revenue compared with the site’s
current contribution of roughly
$19,000 annually.

“This is money that will not exist
if the performance agreement is

said. “What started as a

not approved and the project is not
completed,” Keesee said.

Before the vote, newly elected Board
Chair Mac Scothorn asked Lockaby
to summarize exactly what action
the board was taking, underscoring
that additional approvals would be
required before construction could
occur.

Buchanan District  Supervisor
Linda Rottman said she had discussed
the proposal with residents in her
district and found broad support.

“Overall, the overwhelming
opinion of the people in my district
who I spoke with was to approve the
project,” Rottman said.

The board approved the performance
agreement unanimously. During public
comment, some speakers criticized the
lack ofadvance noticeand confidentiality
surrounding the item, referring to it as
“Google 2.0” in comparison to past
high-profile development discussions.

In other business, the board elected
its leadership for 2026. Supervisors
unanimously selected Mac Scothorn
of the Valley District as chair. Brandon
Nicely of the Fincastle District was
elected vice chair by a 3-2 vote.

Public comments earlier in the
meeting also included suggestions that
the board consider rescheduling its
meeting start times to better align with
surrounding localities, some of which
begin meetings between 6 p.m. and 7

.m.
County officials said additional
details about the proposed retail project
will be released once financing and
contractual conditions allow.

“This  really shows

door ready to come back in,
warm up, and then do it all
over again.”

Shaver said Kuhlik’s
willingness to stay at the

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
OF THE BOTETOURT COUNTY
PLANNING COMMISSION

The Botetourt County Planning Commission will
hold a public hearing Monday, February 9, 2026,
at 6:00 PM in the Botetourt County Administration
Center at 57 S. Center Drive, Daleville, Virginia
to consider and receive comment on the following:

Amsterdam District: David Martin requests rezon-
ing from the Forest Conservation (FC) Use District
to the Agricultural, A-1 Use District, on a 9.05-acre
parcel with possible proffered conditions. This par-
cel is located at 37 Dancing Tree Lane and Reser-
voir Road (State Route 648), identified on the Tax
Map as 100-85.

Information is in the Botetourt County Planning
& Zoning Office, 57 S. Center Drive, Daleville,
VA, and online at www.botetourtva.gov/planning-
commissionagenda. Individuals may comment
at the meeting in-person, by email at planning@
botetourtva.gov, via the online form at www.bote-
tourtva.gov, or by mail at 57 S. Center Drive, Da-
leville, VA 24083. Postal mail comment deadline
is the Friday before the hearing. Website and email
comments are due 9:00 AM, day of the hearing.

Please note that if Botetourt County Administra-
tion offices are closed all day on the public hear-
ing date due to inclement weather, the Planning
Commission will hear this request on February 24,
2026 at 6:00 PM with the Board of Supervisors.

C. Nicole Pendleton, AICP, CZA, CFM

Director of Community Development

shelter was critical.

“Barry staying meant
the dogs weren't alone,” she
said. “That made a huge
difference for their well-
being.”

The emergency
ultimately led to unexpected
positive outcomes. Two dogs
fostered during the storm
were adopted, including
Wally, who had been at the
shelter for more than a year.

“To have Wally adopted
after being here that long
was incredible,” Shaver

“They loved it,” he said.
“Theyd play for 15 or 20

CROSSWORD ANSWERS
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PUBLIC HEARINGS
TOWN OF BUCHANAN, VA

The Town of Buchanan will be holding two public
hearings on Monday, February 9, at 7:00 PM in
Town Hall (19753 Main Street).

The first hearing is a joint public hearing between
the Planning Commission and Town Council for a
proposed zoning text amendment to allow “Public
uses” in Commercial districts by issuance of a spe-
cial use permit, and the second is a regular public
hearing for an amendment to the FY26 budget.

Anyone interested in speaking to these items are
encouraged to attend and make a statement to the
Council. Information regarding these hearings is
available upon request at Town Hall and will be
posted with the meeting agenda on the Town web-
site.

scary situation turned into
something really positive.”

Several of the cats
temporarily housed by Vail
were also adopted. Vails
parents adopted two cats,
and her family is hoping to
adopt another.

‘I think being in a
home helped people really
see who they were,” Vail
said. “I'm hoping it made
it easier for them to find
permanent homes.”

The  League  for
Animal Protection relies
on approximately 64

volunteers, many of
whom serve weekly or
monthly.  Shaver  said

the response during the
storm demonstrated the
strength of the Fincastle
and Botetourt County

what kind of people we
have here,” Shaver said.
“Everyone just stepped up.”

The shelter is now
seeking donations to replace
the failed generator, with
estimates ranging from
$8,000 to $12,000. Shaver
said having reliable backup
power is essential for future
emergencies.

Adults interested
in volunteering or
donating  can  email
LAPinformation@aol.
com. Donations toward the
generator may be made via
Venmo at @Pat-Shaver-2 or
by check mailed to PO.
Box 561, Fincastle, 24090.

“Who else was going
to do it?” Kuhlik said.
“These animals needed
help, and that’s why we're

community. there.”
PusLic NoTICE
BOTETOURT NTY ScHOOL BOARD

REGULAR MEETING OF THE SCHOOL BOARD

The Botetourt County School Board will hold a Regular
Meeting of the School Board on Thursday, February 12,
2026, at 5:30 p.m. The meeting begins at 5:30 p.m., im-
mediately followed by closed meeting. The School Board
reconvenes to an open public meeting at 6:30 p.m.

The meeting will be held at 143 Poor Farm Road, Fin-
castle, Virginia, with a physical quorum present and elec-
tronic access through www.bcps.live.

Citizens wishing to address the School Board are asked
to complete a Request to Speak form prior to 10:00 a.m.
February 12, 2026 at:
https://forms.gle/9vZoPXyxZR8bgEoQ6 or by contacting
Susan Albert, School Board Clerk, at (540) 473-8263 or

by email at salbert @bcps.k12.va.us.

Subscribe to The Fincastle Herald today!
Just Call S40-473-2741 or 540-389-9355
www.FincastleHerald.com
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Hokies host big ACC games at Cassell Coliseum
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All the high school games were postponed but the

Virginia Tech men and women managed to get their

games in despite ice due to freezing temperatures in
the New River Valley. The Hokie men entertained
Duke in a big ACC game on Saturday afternoon and
dropped a 72-58 decision to the Blue Devils. Here,
Virginia Tech guard Ben Hammond scores on a tough
shot over Duke’s Cayden Boozer as the Hokies rallied
at the end of the first half. Tech would trail by only six
points in the second half, but would miss on several key
opportunities late in the game and went down to defeat.
On Sunday the Tech women hosted Virginia and came
away with a 76-64 win in a big intra-state battle. Here,
Tech’s Samyha Suffren slips by Virginia defender Jillian
Brown for a key basket late in the Hokie victory.

Two Valentine events at the
Wilson Warehouse in Buchanan

The Town

desserts and candies; all

FILE PHOTO

Reheating instructions

Improvement Society in
Buchanan is having two
Valentine-themed events
at the Wilson Warehouse.

The first is Saturday,
Feb. 7, from 4-6:30
p.m. for “Choc Till You
Drop,” a huge chocolate
buffet and silent auction.
“Valentine’s Day Take-
Out Dinners” will be
available on Saturday,
Feb. 14, from 3-6 p.m.
These unique activities
help raise needed funds
for maintenance and
preservation of the 1834
Wilson Warehouse, one
of the few remaining
19th century commercial
buildings in Botetourt
County.

“Choc Till You Drop”
features an all-you-can-
eat buffet of chocolate

homemade. Wine by the
glass will be available for
purchase. A silent auction
will feature an assortment
of items from event
tickets, to jewelry and even
practical household items.
The auction concludes
at 6 p.m. Admission is
$10 and can be paid at
the door or purchased
online at hrteps://bit.
ly/choctillyoudrop.
Advance tickets are also
available at Southern Girls
Mercantile, 19812 Main
Street, Buchanan, open
daily except Wednesdays.

“Valentine’s Day
Take-Out Dinners” are a
homemade three-course
meal to order ahead and
pick up at the Wilson
Warehouse from 3-6
p-m. on Valentine’s Day.

will be provided. There
is a choice of two first
courses, four entrees and
four desserts. Orders
must be placed by Feb.
10 — the complete menu
and online ordering are
available at hteps://bit.ly/
btisvday. Phone orders
also are accepted at 540-
817-5772. Dinner for two
is $75, dinner for one is
$37.50.

The Wilson Warehouse
is located at 421 Lowe
Street in  Buchanan.
Information on both
events, including
the take-out dinner
menu, is available at
wilsonwarehouse.org.

~ Town Improvement

Society

Botetourt County Chorus
to begin rehearsals Feb. 9

The Botetourt County Chorus will
begin practice on Monday, Feb. 9 at
7 p.m. at Ebenezer United Methodist
Church, 85 Nace Road, Troutville.
There will be two concerts: April 19 at
Trouwville Baptist Church, 5520 Lee
Highway, Troutville, and April 26 at
Buchanan Baptist Church, 19730 Main
Street, Buchanan.

T h eat re from page 1

The chorus is directed by Stephen
Harris and accompanied by Lillian Cook.

Anyone who likes to sing is welcome;
there are no auditions. For more
information, contact Faye Bolt at 540-
798-4049 or Kristie Claytor at 540-556-
1563.

~ Botetourt County Chorus
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The Botetourt County Board of
Supervisors voted last week to extend
the county’s real estate reassessment
cycle from four years to five, a move
officials say will allow property values
to better reflect longer-term market
changes.

Under the new schedule,
reassessment preparations will begin
in 2027, and updated property values
will take effect on Jan. 1, 2029.
Previously, the next reassessment
would have started in early 2026,
with new values effective Jan. 1,
2028.

The decision follows provisions
in the Code of Virginia § 58.1-
3252, which allows counties with
populations of 50,000 or less to
conduct reassessments every five or
six years instead of the standard four.
Botetourt County, which currently
conducts reassessments on a four-
year cycle, completed its most recent
countywide review in 2024.

County officials said the change
gives staff more time to plan and
execute the reassessment while
capturing a broader range of market
activity. “Extending the cycle allows
property values to account for a
longer stretch of market changes,”
a county spokesperson said. “As a
result, shifts in home values may be
more noticeable when reassessments
occur.”

Reassessments involve nearly two
years of work and require coordination
between county staff and contracted
appraisal firms. Longer intervals
between reassessments can lead to
larger changes in property values
at the time of review, potentially
impacting taxes for residents.

Board members weighed
factors including market equity,
administrative burden, taxpayer
impact, and revenue stability before
approving the extension. Officials
emphasized that while a five-year
cycle may result in larger valuation
shifts, it also reduces the frequency of
adjustments to the county’s tax base.

The board’s vote ensures staff can
begin planning and procurement
activities on the revised timeline,
aiming for a smooth transition to the
new reassessment schedule.

Additionally, the Board

Board Report:
County extends real
estate reassessment
cycle to five years,
supervisors vote to
abolish Highway
Safety Commission

unanimously voted at the Jan.
meeting to abolish the county’s
Highway  Safety =~ Commission,
concluding that the long-standing
body no longer serves an active role
in county government.

The decision followed a public
hearing on a proposed ordinance
amendment to the Botetourt County
Code of 1985 that repeals Sections
2-76 through 2-78, which established
and governed the commission. No
opposition was voiced during the
public hearing.

County officials said the Highway
Safety Commission, while active
in past decades, has not met in
several years because many of its
responsibilities have shifted to other
agencies.

“Many of the functions that had
historically been carried out by the

commission are now performed
by the Virginia Department
of Transportation, the county
Department  of  Community
Development, and the Roanoke
Valley-Alleghany  Transportation

Planning Organization,” staff noted
in materials provided to the board.

Under county code, the commission
was required to meet at least four
times a year and carry out duties
assigned by the Board of Supervisors.
However, staff reported that the lack
of business for the commission to
conduct made continued operation
unnecessary.

Following the public hearing, the
board adopted a resolution amending
the county code to formally repeal
the ordinance creating the Highway
Safety Commission. Supervisors
found that abolishing the commission
was advisable and in the interest
of public health, safety and general
welfare.

The adopted ordinance specifies
that Chapter 2, Article V of the
county code will be reserved for
future use and clarifies that no former
ordinances are revived by the repeal.
The action also does not limit the
board’s authority to create or appoint
future committees or commissions to
advise on transportation matters if
the need arises.

~ Fincastle Herald staff report

stage, which officials say is
currently in critical condition.
The rebuilt stage will be elevated
and expanded in depth to better
accommodate live performances
and larger entertainment
options. Behind the theater,
a new addition will include
a dedicated staging room for
performers, private dressing
rooms, a restroom, and a small
kitchen. Plans also call for a
“green room” that could be used
for overnight accommodations
or meeting space.

The new addition is designed
as a muld-purpose area that
can support live entertainment
while also providing rentable
space for community events
such as meetings, parties and
gatherings. Officials noted the
construction will also resolve
long-standing water runoff

issues that have affected the
theater for decades.

Inside the main auditorium,
renovations will include added
insulation, repairs to damaged
walls, updated wall coverings,
new lighting and improved
access. These updates are
intended to make the space
more versatile, suitable not only
for movie screenings but also
for live performances, meetings
and social events. The entire
building will receive modern,
energy-efficient HVAC systems
designed to reduce noise and
improve overall comfort.

While many of the updates
will not be visible to the public,
theater officials said they are
essential to address structural
concerns, electrical upgrades and
local building code compliance.
Despite the extensive work

planned, the exterior of the
building will remain largely
unchanged. The antique ticket
booth, front doors, neon
marquee and brick fagade
will be preserved to maintain
the nostalgic appearance the
Buchanan Theatre is known for.

All  contract labor for
the project has been secured
locally, with Botetourt County
tradesmen — many from
Buchanan — selected through
competitive bidding. Organizers
said using local contractors
has helped keep the project
financially on track while
investing in the community.

In addition to state grants,
funding is being provided
by the theater’s nonprofit
organization, Standing Room
Only, along with contributions
from local businesses. Theater

officials credited Delegate Terry
Austin for assisting in securing
state funding for the project.
Standing Room Only plans to
host a fundraising drive later this
year to cover items not included
in the construction plan,
such as stage lighting, sound
systems, curtains and technical
equipment needed to support
expanded live entertainment
offerings.

Because of the age of the
building and the scope of the
work, a firm completion date has
not been set. Officials said they
hope to resume showing movies
in several months and will
share updates on construction
progress and reopening plans on
the theater’s Facebook page and
website, buchanantheatre.com.

As a thank-you to the

community for its continued

www.FincastleHerald.com

support, the Buchanan Theatre
will host free movie showings
on Friday, Feb. 6, and Saturday,
Feb. 7, with drinks and candy
available at half price. The
featured farewell film will be
the 1963 comedy classic “Its a
Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad World,”
rated G and known for its all-
star ensemble cast.

Theater  officials also
announced that memberships
paid for the 2026 season will be
honored for the 2027 season,
ensuring members do not lose
benefits during the closure.

Community members are
encouraged to attend the final
screenings and follow the theater
online for news as renovations
move forward.

~ Fincastle Herald staff report
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Hoffman

Sports
Editor

PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
The Lord Botetourt wrestlers are scheduled to compete in the Region 3D tournament
at Staunton River High this weekend. Here, Bronson Shields competes in a recent
175-pound hout.
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PHOTO BY LEIGH DOWNEY
The James River girls are scheduled to play home baskethall games against Patrick

County Thursday and Radford Friday. Here, Keira Crawford lines up a shot.
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630 Roanoke Road,
Daleville, VA
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www.rader-funeralhome.com

Want to stay informed on local winter sports news?
www. FincastleHerald.com

Weather plays havoc
with high school sports

All high school sports
were shut down last
week due to the winter
snowstorm the weekend
ofJan.21 and theensuing
freezing temperatures
to follow. James River
and Lord Botetourt
were  scheduled to
play basketball games
Tuesday but results were
too late for publication.
Most of the events from
last week have been
rescheduled and the
following are still on as
of press time, beginning
with Wednesday, Feb. 4.

For Lord Botetourt,
the wrestling team is
scheduled to host Salem
today, Wednesday, at 6
p.m. for a dual match
in the auxiliary gym. A
girls’ basketball game
with Liberty has been
cancelled. On Thursday
the LB swim team will
compete in the Blue
Ridge District meet in
Franklin County.

On  Friday both
basketball teams are
scheduled to  play
William Fleming.
The girls are home
for a jayvee-varsity

doubleheader beginning
at  5:30 p.m., and
ikewise for the boys

in Roanoke with the
jayvees beginning at
5:30 p.m.

On Saturday the boys’
varsity basketball team is
at Salem High to meet
Cave Spring in the Adam
Ward Classic at 10 a.m.
The LB “Red” wrestling
team will compete in the
Region 3D tournament
at  Staunton  River,
beginning at 10 a.m.
The girls “Pink” team
will wrestle in the Zone
4 Qualifier at Franklin
County High beginning
at 8:30 a.m., and that
will continue Sunday at
9:30 a.m.

As of press time LB has
nothing scheduled for
Monday but basketball
is on the agenda for
Tuesday, Feb. 10. The
boys have a jayvee-
varsity doubleheader at
Northside, beginning at
5:30 p.m., and the girls
will host Northside at
LB and it’s “varsity only”
beginning at 6 p.m.

At James  River
nothing is scheduled
for today, Wednesday,
but the girls’ basketball
team is scheduled to
host Patrick County in
a Three Rivers District
game Thursday. The

jayvees will play at 5:30
p.m. with the varsity to
follow.

On Friday the girls
are in action again with
a home doubleheader
against Radford, and the
boys are at Radford for a
6 p.m. varsity only game.

On Saturday the River
swimmers will be in
action at the Hargrave
Military Academy pool.

Next Monday, Feb.

9, the River girls
varsity basketball team
will  host Northside

in a 7 p.m. scheduled
non-district game. On
Tuesday the girls will
be at Floyd County for
a Three Rivers District
doubleheader, with the
jayvees opening at 5:30
p.m. and the varsity to
follow. The River boys
are home to host Floyd
in a varsity-only event
scheduled for 7 p.m.
Tuesday. The boys are
at Patrick County the
following night, Feb.
11, for a varsity-only
game with the Cougars.

Obviously, events
and cimes are subject
to change due to the
weather but that’s how
it looks as of press

deadlines.

Lord Botetourt will play in
Adam Ward Classic Saturday
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Once again the Lord Botetourt boys’
basketball team is scheduled to play in
the annual Adam Ward Classic. Salem
High will be the site for three games
Friday night and six games Saturday,
including LB against Cave Spring at 10
a.m. Saturday.

Since 2016, Salem High School, the
Western Virginia Basketball Officials
Association, and the City of Salem have
joined forces to honor the memory of
Adam Ward by hosting a basketball
classic in his honor. Adam was tragically
killed on August 26, 2015, while working
as a photojournalist for WDBJ7. The
2007 Salem High School alumnus, who
graduated from Virginia Tech in 2011,
played football at Salem High School and
was an avid fan and supporter of all types
of athletic events his entire life.

“Adam Ward personified the true
meaning of a student-athlete,” said Grant
Smythers, Salem High School teacher
and tournament co-founder. “He was a
huge sports fan, who loved high school
basketball, and the Adam Ward Basketball
Classic will highlight some of the best
teams in the state of Virginia each season.”

The event is being sponsored by various
businesses and organizations throughout
the Roanoke Valley. The majority of the
proceeds from the event will go to the
Adam Ward Scholarship Fund that is
administered by the Salem Educational
Foundation and Alumni Association.
To date, the Adam Ward Classic has
contributed over $130,000 to the Adam
Ward Scholarship Fund. In addition, the
Adam Ward Classic Committee will be
making donations to the Make A Wish
Foundation and the Special Olympics in
Adam’s honor.

“The money generated from this event
will provide scholarship opportunities for
high school students who were deemed
Adam-like during their high school
careers,” said Smythers. “Salem High

FILE GRAPHIC
School is honored to host such a worthy
event for such a special young man.”

The Salem Parks and Recreation
Department, under the leadership of John
Shaner, has served as the tide sponsor
for the event each season. In addition,
the Western Virginia Basketball Officials
Association, which has a track record
for supporting charitable causes, has
been instrumental in making the event a
success each year.

“This is a great way to honor Adam
Ward’s memory, as well as all of the others
who have been touched and affected by
his passing, and I think Adam would be
pleased we are doing this through the
game of basketball,” Commissioner Jerry
Spangler said.

FRIDAY SCHEDULE

. 5:00 pm Salem vs. Glenvar
jayvee boys

. 6:30 pm Salem vs. Staunton
River varsity girls

. 8:15 pm Salem vs. Glenvar
varsity boys

SATURDAY SCHEDULE

(all varsity boys unless otherwise

noted)

. 10 am Cave Spring vs. Lord
Botetourt

J 11:45 am Floyd County vs.
Parry McCluer

. 1:30 pm George Wythe
Radford

. 3:15 pm William Fleming
Woodgrove (Gitls)

. 5:00 pm John Handley vs.
Varina

. 6:45 pm Northside vs. PH

. 8:30 pm North Cross vs.
William Fleming

Admission is $10 for all day and ages
5 and under are free. VHSL and school-
issued passes will not be honored for this
event.



