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Google answers questions at Amsterdam District
town hall, but some issues remain unresolved

Matt de Simone
mattdesimone@mainstreetnewspapers.com

Google  representatives  addressed
questions from Amsterdam District residents
about the proposed Greenfield data center
campus during a town hall Thursday,
discussing water use, construction, cooling,
environmental  permitting,  electrical
infrastructure and other concerns.

The town hall was limited to Amsterdam
District residents because of the venue’s
capacity, according to Botetourt County.
County Communications Manager Brent
Watts said Supervisor Tim Snyder had
announced the restriction on Facebook
before the meeting and that it included
members of the media.

Snyder said the decision was made to

“The purpose of this town hall was to
give residents of the Amsterdam District
an opportunity to ask questions and hear
directly about the Google Data Center
project, which is located in their district,”
Snyder said. “The venue had limited capacity,
so the decision was made to prioritize space
for Amsterdam District residents.”

Watts said the meeting quickly shifted
from a planned presentation to a question-
and-answer session.

“Honestly, they got through about three
slides and it turned into a Q and A session,”
Watts said.

The county has since published an
indexed Q&A from the meeting containing
85 questions organized into 11 topics. The
questions are identified as answered, partially
answered with follow-up promised, not
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A rendering provided by Google shows a proposed data center campus in Botetourt
County. A Q & A session with Google representatives regarding the project was held
at an Amsterdam District town hall meeting last Thursday.

prioritize space for residents of the district, answered, or disputed by residents.
where the proposed data center would be

located.

See Town Hall, page 11
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Big Spring Park’s restored monument is shown following recent repairs.

Fincastle council receives
clean audit, approves

funds for backup generator

Matt de Simone
Managing Editor

Fincastle Town Council
received a favorable audit
report and approved using
up to $50,000 in remaining
COVID-19 relief funds
toward a backup generator
for the town’s main well
during its Aug. 13 meeting,

Corbin Stone, CPA, of
Robinson, Farmer, Cox
Associates PLLC, presented
the town’s audit for the fiscal
year ended June 30, 2025.
Fincastle Mayor Mary Bess

Smith noted the town is a
year behind on its financial
statements because of its size
and the workload involved
in preparing the reports.
Stone said the town
received an “unmodified”
or “clean” opinion, meaning
auditors determined the
financial statements were
materially correct. The
audit found no significant
deficiencies involving
internal controls and no
compliance issues requiring
a report to the town.
“You're in good shape for

a town this size. You really
are,” Stone said.

The town had just over $2
million in total net position
at the end of the fiscal year,
including  approximately
$1.069 million associated
with the water and sewer
enterprise fund. The town
had approximately $1.7
million in liquid assets,
including roughly $800,000
in certificates of deposit.

The general fund balance
grew to $581,000 in 2025,

See Fincastle, page 11

puts renewed focus on facilities

Matt de Simone
Managing Editor

Botetourt County Public Schools
(BCPS) is resetting its strategic
direction for the next four years,
with a renewed focus on long-term
facilities planning, career preparation,
responsible technology use, and
maintaining the division’s academic
performance.

Assistant  Superintendent Jordan
Pinkard presented the proposed
Strategic Direction 2026 to the
Botetourt County School Board last
Thursday, describing it as a “reset” of
the direction adopted in 2022 rather
than a complete redefinition.

The updated plan retains the three
commitments established four years
ago— Every Student, Every Employee
and Every Learning Environment— but
narrows the focus from 15 initiatives
to 12. The initiatives are intended to
guide BCPS through 2030.

Pinkard said the reset was prompted
by a desire to review progress under
the 2022 plan, gather broader
community feedback and account for
changes in education, particularly the
rapid development of technology and
artificial intelligence.

A strategic direction committee
began meeting in January and
included parents, teachers, principals,
central office administrators, School
Board members and community
representatives. The group met four
times during the spring, reviewing
data and the previous initiatives before
developing recommendations.

The division also conducted a
community survey that received more
than 549 responses. Pinkard said
the survey was open to the entire
community, although relatively few
respondents were from outside the

FILE GRAPHIC

school community.

The feedback identified BCPS’
employees, positive school culture,
safe environments, community and
belonging, and career and technical
education programs as major strengths.

The survey also identified areas
for improvement, including aging
and deteriorating school buildings,
overcrowding, and a desire for a new
high school. Pinkard said respondents
also called for a long-term facilities
modernization plan rather than a series
of piecemeal decisions.

Other feedback included expanding
career exploration and hands-onlearning
into younger grades, incorporating life
skills such as financial literacy and
time management, providing additional
challenges for advanced students, and
expanding mental health and social/
emotional support.

Technology and communication
received mixed reviews. While the 2022
plan emphasized expanding one-to-one
technology access, Pinkard said the new
direction will focus more on responsible
and ethical technology use, including
artificial intelligence.

See BCPS, page 10

- g

(e MV |

PHOTO COURTESY OF BEAVER DAM SUNFLOWERS

Thousands of sunflowers fill the fields at Beaver Dam Farm during the annual
Sunflower Festival in Buchanan.
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Beaver Dam Farm

announces 2026

Sunflower Festival dates

Buchanan’s Beaver
Dam Farm Sunflower
Festival will return for its
11th year in September,
offering visitors a chance
to experience thousands
of sunflowers, hayrides,
photo opportunities, food
and handmade crafts.

The festival, held at
the family-owned farm
in Botetourt County,
features a field of about
700,000 sunflowers and
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more than 115 craft and
food vendors. Organizers
describe it as the largest
sunflower festival and
vendor fair on the East
Coast.

Beaver Dam Farm has
deep agricultural roots.
Purchased in 1900, the
property became a tomato
cannery in 1916 and a
dairy farm in 1927. Today,
it remains a working beef
cattle operation that also
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sells hay and straw.

The sunflower festival
began with a simple idea.

“Back in 2015, we
had an open field, and
my father said out of
the blue, Tm going to
plant sunflowers,” said
Candace Monaghan, the
festival’s founder. “There
was no other reason than
he thought they were

See Sunflower, page 10
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Botetourt County History

This photo of a young boy herding
turkeys is in the Botetourt Museum of
History & Culture’s downstairs exhibit
called “Home Grown: Botetourt’s
Agricultural History” It was taken
around 1930 at Marshall Etzler’s turkey
farm in the Mount Union area. At the
time there were several turkey and
chicken farms throughout the county.
For convenience there was a poultry
processing plant in Troutville. The
Etzlers also raised hogs and are well
known for their country hams.

PHOTO COURTESY OF BCMHC

This photograph is courtesy of
VPISU, VCESC, DLA and is on
Page 62 of Debra Alderson McClane’s
book “Images of America Botetourt
County” published in 2007 by Arcadia
Publishing Company. Her book
includes lots of historical photographs
with descriptions and is available for
$26 in the History Museum bookstore
on Fincastle’s Main Street.

~ Botetourt County Museum of
History & Culture

Historical Society

Breckinridge Elementary
students return for

2026-27 school year

The 2026-27 school

PHOTO COURTESY OF MARCY WOHLFORD
Dad Jared Hayes brought his children Brody, Sophie, and Granger to Breckinridge
during open house on August 10 to drop off school supplies in anticipation of the
first day of school.

and

year got underway
Wednesday, Aug. 12, as
students across Botetourt
County Public Schools
returned to classrooms,
including at Breckinridge
Elementary School.

At Breckinridge,
students arrived with
backpacks and school
supplies as they began a

first day gave students
an opportunity to settle
into their classrooms and
begin the school year
with their teachers and
classmates.

The return to school
followed an

open
house last Monday,
when families visited

Breckinridge ahead of
the first day. Jared Hayes

Brody, Sophie
Granger, to the school
during open house to
drop off their school

supplies.

On Wednesday,
Student Leadership
Council member
Cameron Earnest helped
kindergarten  student

Connor Turman find his

announces 2026
Founder’s Day Dinner

The Botetourt County
Historical Society will
celebrate its 18th annual
Founder’s Day Dinner on
Sunday, Oct. 4, in the
newly renovated Botetourt
Room at The Glebe in
Daleville.

The signature
fundraising event will
commemorate Botetourt
County’s history during

the  nation’s  250th
anniversary year.

This year’s dinner
will  feature William

“Bill” Barker, one of the
nation’s premier historical
interpreters, whose
portrayal of Thomas
Jefferson has captivated
audiences for decades.

Barker will step into
the role of Jefferson for
an evening exploring the
life and ideas of America’s
third president, as well
as his connections to the
people, places and events
that shaped Botetourt
County and the early
American republic.

For Botetourt
audiences,  Jefferson’s
story has a particularly
local connection. The
Lewis & Clark Expedition
was commissioned
by Jefferson, and the
expedition’s connection
to Botetourt County
runs deep. Local tradition
and historical markers
recognize Fincastle as
the place from which
Meriwether Lewis and
William Clark departed as
they began their journey
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Jefferson’s connections
to the region extend
beyond Lewis and Clark.
Col. James Breckinridge,
a prominent Botetourt
figure who represented
the county in the Virginia
House of Delegates,
corresponded with and
was a friend of Jefferson
and played a significant
role in the political world
of early Virginia.

Jefferson also had a
well-known connection
to Natural Bridge, a
landmark he owned

PHOTO COURTESY OF BCHS
William “Bill” Barker will portray Thomas Jefferson
during this year’s dinner.

and considered one of
Virginia’s great natural
wonders. Natural Bridge
was once located within

the  boundaries of
Botetourt County.

Through Barker’s
portrayal, guests will

have an opportunity to
encounter Jefferson not
simply as the author
of the Declaration of
Independence and the
nation’s third president,
but as a Virginian
whose life, interests,

See BCHS, page 5
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Greenfield Elementary kicks
oft school year with pep rally

Greenfield Elementary School
kicked off the 2026-27 school year
with a pep rally at the end of its
first week of classes, bringing students
and teachers together for an afternoon
of fun, school spirit and character-
building.

During the rally, students reviewed
the school’s four core values: Be kind,
show respect, give your best effort and
be responsible.

The values were put into action
as teachers challenged several fifth
grade students to participate in the
“Cup Grabbing Game.” The students

competed in the lighthearted challenge
as their classmates watched and cheered
them on.

The event provided an opportunity
for students to celebrate the start of
a new school year while reinforcing
the character and values expected
throughout the year.

With plenty of smiles, laughter and
school spirit, Greenfield Elementary’s
first-week pep rally helped set the tone
for the 2026-27 school year.

~ Fincastle Herald staff report

Herald apologizes the error.

CORRECTION: An Aug. 12 article about Catherine Watts’ 100th birthday
incorrectly identified John Mays as her grandson. Mays is her son. The Fincastle

Have a new business and want to get the word out?
Reach your community and grow your audience—advertise
with
The Fincastle Herald today!

Whether you're launching a new venture, promoting an event,
or sharing a special offer, the Herald is the perfect way to
connect with local readers who matter most.

ADVERTISE WITH THE HERALD TODAY!
For inquiries:
tfrye@mainstreetnewspapers.com

www.FincastleHerald.com
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Planning Commission delays solar ordinance

amid concerns over farmland, restoration

The Botetourt County Planning
Commission is asking for more time to
review proposed changes to the county’s
regulations governing solar energy
facilities, with commissioners raising
questions about agricultural land, site
restoration, financial assurances, and
how much local control remains under
recent changes to Virginia law.

At its Aug. 10 meeting, the
commission unanimously recommended
denial of the current proposed zoning
amendments and supported secking an
extension of the timeline for completing
its review. The action does not prohibit
solar facilities in Botetourt County.
Instead, commissioners said they were
not comfortable approving the draft
after having limited time to review it.

The proposed amendments were
developed after the Board of Supervisors
authorized the Planning Commission in
May to consider changes to the county’s
zoning ordinance and comprehensive
plan concerning solar facilities. County
staff said the commission was working
under a 100-day deadline and that Aug,.
10 represented the end of that period.

Planner Jon McCoy recommended
that the commission deny the
amendments so the county could seek
additional time to continue the work.

Recent changes to Virginia law are
driving much of the proposed rewrite.
The changes require localities to adjust
their regulations concerning solar
facilities and limit local authority over
some aspects of solar development.

Among the changes are new
classifications for solar facilities. Under
the proposed regulations, utility-scale
facilities would be those generating

more than 1 megawatt for primarily
off-site use, while minor-scale facilities
would be more than 20 kilowatts and
up to 1 megawatt. Small-scale facilities
would be 20 kilowatts or less.

State law also affects development
standards such as panel height, vegetative
buffers, and battery storage. Battery
energy storage associated with a solar
facility is now permitted as a by-right
accessory use under the circumstances
outlined by state law.

While some of the proposed changes
are required by the state, the draft also
contains restrictions requested by the
county.

Those include prohibiting minor-
and  utility-scale ground-mounted
solar facilities on federally designated
prime farmland and preventing solar
equipment and fencing from being
placed on highly erodible or potentially
highly erodible land. The proposal also
addresses wildlife movement, vegetation
buffers, and community meetings for
prospective solar projects.

The commission spent considerable
time discussing what happens after a
solar facility is no longer operating.

Commissioner ~ Mark  Tyson
questioned whether the county could
establish a defined operating period
for solar facilities, potentially limiting
them to 15 or 20 years before requiring
removal and restoration.

Tyson also raised concerns about
the cost of restoring agricultural
land decades after a solar facility is
constructed. He suggested establishing a
baseline record of soil conditions before
construction, including soil samples,
so the county would have a way to

determine whether the land had been
returned to its previous condition.
County officials said existing
regulations already require financial
assurances for decommissioning. Under
the proposed language, the surety would
be based on a professional engineer’s
estimate of the cost of removing the
facility and restoring the property, plus
an additional 10% for administrative
costs, inflation, and potential damage
to roads and utilities. The financial
assurance would remain in place until
the county verifies that the site has been
restored and would follow the facility or
property through ownership changes.
Commissioners nevertheless
questioned  whether the existing
requirements would be sufficient if

FILE PHOTO
The Planning Commission is seeking additional time to review proposed changes to
the county’s solar energy regulations.

restoration costs prove substantially
higher than anticipated.

The discussion also turned to the
process used to develop the proposed
ordinance.

Tyson and other commissioners
said they wanted a clearer breakdown
of which provisions in the draft are
mandated by state law and which
remain within the county’s control. The
commission asked staff to prepare that
information before its next work session.

At one point, Tyson attempted to
have local farmer and crop and soil
scientist Tom Williamson participate
in the discussion as an invited expert
rather than simply as a member of the

See Planning, page 5

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

SWVA DCTA criticizes
Amsterdam town hall

An attempted town hall charm offensive
by Botetourt County Supervisor Tim
Snyder and representatives of Google (Aug.
13) came off to the residents who attended
as merely offensive.

The monthly forum, held at the VFW
Hall off Roanoke Road to discuss topics
of interest to Snyder’s constituents, hosted
three representatives from Google. They
had prepared comments to assuage concerns
about the company’s proposed Greenfield
data center campus with talking points
about water replenishment and electric grid
stabilization, but were regularly taken off
script by the skeptical audience.

“We just don't want you here” went a
frequent response. “Your answers are no
good.”

“No good” was the best Snyder and the
Google PR team could get themselves.
Normally open to all, Thursday’s event only
allowed residents of Snyders Amsterdam
District. An unidentified man in rose-tinted
shades stood in front of the door, arms
crossed, turning away non-residents. The
press was also barred entry, as it had been
from Google’s events with the Roanoke
City and Botetourt County Chambers of
Commerce in April and July. They were
joined by a dozen would-be attendees, who
protested the lack of transparency.

“Tim introduced his meeting saying it
was an opportunity for us to hear more.
But what the company representatives
presented was only more of the same
talking points that citizens have repeatedly
addressed as unacceptable,” said Scott Yates,
a SWVA DCTA member and Amsterdam
District property owner who was able to
attend the town hall. “Our elected leaders’
apathy towards the will of the people is
shocking on an emotional level, and it’s
antithetical to the democratic process.”

The meeting was the second time in
three weeks that Snyder had publicly
alienated his own voters. A speech he gave
but may not have authored at July’s Board
of Supervisors meeting, pitching a board-
controlled alternative to the Planning

Commissions proposed independent water
supply study, prompted a heated exchange
with Buchanan Supervisor Linda Rottman,
and jeers from the gallery. So too did
his disclaimers of non-involvement with
the Google deal, despite having chaired
the Planning Commission when zoning
was amended to clear the way for the
development.

Ben Verschoor and Julie Bivins, Southwest
Virginia Data Center Transparency Alliance

Green Line could
protect rural Botetourt

Having lived in Botetourt County my
entire life and owned and operated an
electrical construction business for 49 years,
I have witnessed firsthand the changes our
community has experienced. I have also
had the privilege of serving four years on
the Planning Commission (1995-1998),
16 years on the Board of Supervisors (1998-
2013), and 13 years as your State Delegate
for Botetourt County (2013-2026).

While growing up here, many of the
conveniences we now enjoy simply did
not exist in Botetourt County. Today, we
can grocery shop, enjoy a meal at a local
restaurant, participate in cultural activides,
and take advantage of a growing range
of recreational opportunities, all within
our own county. We also have three small
towns — Buchanan, Fincastle and Troutville
— where we have the pleasure of walking
the streets, shopping, dining and receiving
service benefits.

Given the proximity to Roanoke County
and the City of Roanoke, with the ease of
convenience getting to these two locations,
along with it came the growth and expansive
development — much of which many fear
has grown too fast, leading to the lack of
long-range planning. Given that, I, over
time, have felt at some point we should
begin to protect our rural character and
give more consideration to planned growth
and development.

Having discussed extensively with
county staff over time, one concept worth
exploring is the potential for what was
implemented in Virginia Beach in 1979

Mondays—Ballet
3:30-4:00pm Ages 3-5, $325
4:00-5:00pm Ages 6-10, $425
5:00-6:00pm Teen Barre, $425

6:00-7:00pm Adult Barre, $425

BOTETOURT MuSIC ACADEMY

music@stmarksfincastle.org

Ballet Classes
Choirs
Ages 3 - Adult

St Mark’s
Episcopal Church
Fincastle

Wednesdays—Choir
3:45-4:30pm Ages 5-7, $150
3:30-4:30pm Ages 8-11, $165
4:30-5:30pm Ages 12-16, $165

5:30-7:00pm Community Chorus, $175

and defined today as the “Green Line.”
The Green Line is a boundary drawn
across a locality that allows for higher
density development on one side and less
dense development on the other. As an
example, a 100-acre parcel beyond the
Green Line would allow development to be
concentrated on a 60-acre cluster, while 40
acres would remain greenspace.

The higher density land-use would not
prohibit or restrict property owners from
developing their property. It would, going
forward, place special conditions on those
developments, which could bring potential
net gains to the property, creating a more
desirable and environmentally friendly area
compatible with the agricultural nature of
our county.

The areas around the towns of Fincastle
and Buchanan would be allowed to grow
to a higher density within a given radius,
conceivably one to two miles beyond the
town boundary. Fincastle, as an example,
to protect its historical significance, should
probably have within the boundary an
historical overlay with covenants for
architectural design and review.

Though I am no longer in local
government, where zoning is one of
the primary functions, I share the same
frustrations as many others who believe
our growth could be better managed. After
numerous attempts over the years to suggest
and recommend consideration, its my

understanding that county administration
is now seriously considering this concept.
I appreciate the county’s desire to preserve
and protect future greenspace.

Terry Austin

Buchanan

Letter addresses
August Planning
Commission meeting

The Planning Commission (PC)
meeting on August 10 was just like most
of them with Mark Tyson, as usual, trying
and wanting to be the center of attention
and not understanding the purpose for
which Botetourt County has a planning
commission.

Now, with the water study destined
to be conducted by an “unbiased panel”
instead of a panel that includes him, he had
to invent a new way to attempt to be the
star of the show.

So, what did he do? He had to get
something on the agenda he wanted to
talk about which had nothing to do with
the mission of the PC, even though there
were other important matters to be heard
that evening. Accordingly, he put on the
screen and read a snippet from an alleged

See Letters, page 10
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Chess Open House

Sat, Aug 22, 10 AM, Fincastle

Learn the basics of chess while
expanding critical-thinking and problem-
solving skills. Best for ages 10-17.
Registration required. Register at hteps://
botetourtva.libcal.com/ or call 540-928-
2900 with questions.

Genealogy: Finding
Maiden Names

Thu, Aug 20, 1 PM, Buchanan

Discover free family search resources
online for identifying maiden names.
Presented by Library Genealogist Rena
Worthen. Best for adults.

Yoga for Beginners

Thu, Aug 20, 6:30 PM, Blue Ridge

Tue, Aug 25, 9 AM, Fincastle

Learn gentle yoga stretches. Mats and
yoga blocks provided or bring your own.
Instructor: Jaime Thrasher, Botetourt

Learn more about
Botetourt Libraries at
hocolibraries.info

The Sheriff’s Post

SHERIFF MAT

THEW T. WARD

County Parks & Recreation. Best for
adults. Registration required. Register
at heeps://botetourtva.libcal.com/ or call
540-928-2900 with questions.

American Girl Book Club:
Samantha

Thu, Aug 20, 4 PM, Fincastle

Discuss American Girl books, enjoy
light refreshments, and complete a
hands-on activity or craft. Featured story:
Meet Samantha. Best for ages 8-12.

SHERIFF MATTHEW T. WARD
INTY VRCH:

Registration required. Register at hteps://
botetourtva.libcal.com/ or call 540-928-
2900 with questions.

Community Art

Mon, Aug 24, 2 PM, Eagle Rock
Collaborate with others to create

this Friday

FILE GRAPHIC

Sheriff’s Senior Social

in Fincastle

unique group art through a variety of
art media. August 24 is watercolor. Best
for adults. Registration required. Register
at heeps://botetourtva.libcal.com/ or call
540-928-2900 with questions.

Bo

LIBRARIES

The Botetourt County
Sheriff’s Office will host
its next Senior Social this
Friday, Aug, 21, at 11:30
a.m. at Fincastle Baptist
Church, 7330 Roanoke
Road in  Fincastle.
The event is part of
the Sheriff’s Office
Senior Focus Outreach
Program, which
connects seniors with
community  resources
while promoting safety,
wellness, and community
engagement.

The guest speaker

of Virginia PACE,
explaining  how its
coordinated medical care,
transportation, in-home
services, and social
supports help eligible
older adults remain
safely and independently
in their homes and
communities.

A variety of public and
private service providers
will also be on-site to
provide  information
and answer questions
about senior resources,
including daily well-

programs available to
seniors.

The event, all services,
and lunch are provided
free of charge to members
of the senior community
in Botetourt County.

For more information,
contact ~ Community
Outreach Coordinator
Andrea Mundy at 540-
928-2233.

Residents are
encouraged to share this
event with senior friends,
neighbors, and family
members in Botetourt

ARRESTS Aug. 10-Aug. 16, 2026

will be Stephen Davies, being checks, health County.

the Outreach Specialist and wellness, financial

with InnovAge. He will resources, future care ~ Fincastle Herald staff
provide an overview needs, and other  report

The Botetourt County Sheriff’s Office  Aug. 13
reported the following arrests Aug. .
10-Aug. 16:

o Patrick A. Palum, 31, of
Daleville, domestic assault, Aug. 10 o
. Xander C. Horn, 22, of Vinton,
domestic assault, Aug. 11 15
. Delmas B. Heath, 36, of Eagle .
Rock, domestic assault, Aug. 11
. Erin N. Turner, 43, of Troutville, o
driving revoked, Aug. 13
o Dustin M. Corvin, 19, of Aug. 16
Roanoke, reckless handling of a firearm, .

League for Animal Protection’s

Waif ot the Week

Benny

Nine-
month-old
Benny is
neutered
and up to
date on
vaccines.
He loves
o play but
really loves
attention
and petting
as well. He
would be
an amazing
family dog

The LAP Shelter is open from 8-11 and 3-5; 540-473-3853.
Send donations to LAP, P.O. Box 561, Fincastle, 24090.
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Kris A. Kuhn, 48, of Glen Allen, J
breaking, injuring, defacing, destroying,
or preventing the operation of a vehicle, 1
aircraft, boat, or vessel, Aug. 14
Damien R. Moore,
Roanoke, eluding, reckless driving, Aug.

Michelle Bailey, 51, no fixed
address, drunk in public, Aug. 15

Logan K. Craighead, 23, of
Eagle Rock, driving under the influence,

Savannah H. McBride, 20, of
Bassett, shoplifting, Aug.

16

21, of

Danqu

The Botetourt Longbeards Chapter
of the National Wild Turkey Federation
is holding its annual fundraising
banquet on Thursday, Sept. 17. Again
this year the event will be held at the
Barn at Back Creek, 528 Back Creek
Lane, Buchanan.

Tickets may be purchased from

Longbeards annual

et September 17

any Longbeards member or online by
accessing events.nwtf.org. Questions
can be directed to Richard Pauley (540-
254-2564) or Ed McCoy (540-339-
0622).

~ Botetourt Longbeards
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Rodney Spickard
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1225 Roanoke Road,
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Edward Jones
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10. Rounded knob

14. Japanese city

15. Covers in soft material
16. Walk around

17. Ancient region in Syria
18. French painter

19. Grandmother

20. Cow part

22. Rocky peak
23.Secret plan

24, Sings to one’s lover
27. More (Spanish)

30. Father

31. Chinese philosophical
principle

32.Hat

35.In agreement

37. A person’s brother or
sister

38. Evil spirit

39. Monetary units

52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59
60 61 62 63
64 65 66
67 68 69
CLUES ACROSS 40, Partner to cheese matter 32. Soft drinks
1. Mongolian politician 41, About Sun 69. Upper body part 33. Capital of Guam
5. Coconut palms 42. A place to dance CLUES DOWN 34, Chemical compound

1. Two-toed sloth

2. Cooking ingredient
3. Iranian city

4. Publicly outs

43, Performer __ Lo Green
44, Beach accessory
45, Recipe measurement

37.Car mechan

(abbr)

36.The bill in a restaurant

38. Late comedian Newhart
40. Health care for the aged

ics group

46. Partly digested food 5. Steep-sided hollow 41. Wise individuals

47.Pooch " 6. Spoke 43, A passage with access only at °

48. Honorific title added to 7. General law or rule one end

family name 8. Extravagantly theatrical 44.Trim FI I Icastle
49. Salts 9. Very fast airplane 46. Former 0SS

52.Lichens genus 10. Arm bones 47.The upper surface of the mouth

55. Lowest point of aridge  11. Ancient kingdom near 49. Edible lily bulbs

56.Type of sword Dead Sea 50. Type of reef e

60. Albanian language 12.__fide: legitimate 51.Vaccine developer

61. Gold measurement 13. Gemstone 52. Mottled citrus fruit

63. Italian seaport 21. Counsels 53. A place to store lawn tools Botetourt
64. Longtime late night 23.Top exec 54. Rare goose native to Hawaii Since 1866
host 25. Cool! 57. Hollywood pig

26.Touch lightly

27. Extract money via taxation
28.Dyes

29. Cloying sweetness

65. Extremely angry

66. U. of Miami mascot
67. Mid-month day

68. Omitted from printed

58. Musician Clapton
59.Take a chance

61. Spanish soldier

62. Mark Wahlberg comedy

See Answers, page 10
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Botetourt County
Honey Festival
returns Sept. 26

The fifth annual
Botetourt County Honey
Festival is scheduled for
Saturday, Sept. 26, at
Buchanan Town Park.

Hosted by the Botetourt
Beckeepers  Association,
the festival will run from
10 am. to 4 p.m. and
will feature a celebration
of honey, beckeeping, and
the county’s beckeeping

community.

For those planning
to attend the Fincastle
Festival that Saturday,

the Honey Festival offers

another stop to add to the
day. Visitors can make the
short trip from Fincastle
to Buchanan and take in
both community events.

Additional details
about activities at the
Honey Festival have not
yet been announced. The
association is seeking
vendors and volunteers,
with information available
through the QR code on
the festival’s save-the-date
announcement.

The event marks the
fifth year of the Botetourt

Beekeepers Association’s
Honey Festival. Organizers
are encouraging residents
to save the date for what

GRAPHIC COURTESY OF BBA

they promise will be “a
sweet time.”

~ Fincastle Herald staff
report

Haymakertown Road closure begins Monday

Weather permitting, a section of
Route 666 (Haymakertown Road)
will be closed to through traffic
beginning Monday, August 24, for
a bridge replacement, according
to a news release from the Virginia
Department of Transportation.

The
Haymakertown Road between
Route 665 (Country Club Road)
and Route 664 (Asbury Lane).
Residents will still have access
to their homes on either side of
the closure. A signed detour will

located on

bridge is

direct through traffic around the
closure.

This project is expected to be
completed by early September.

- VDOT

Botetourt Chamber o:
fegistration for annua

The Botetourt Chamber of
Commerce is accepting registrations for
its annual golf tournament, scheduled
for Friday, Oct. 16, at Botetourt Golf
& Swim Club.

The tournament brings together
golfers, business leaders and community
partners for an afternoon of golf
and networking. The Chamber is
encouraging local businesses to register
a team or consider sponsoring the event.

Registration will begin at 11 a.m.,
followed by lunch at 11:30 a.m. and a 1
p.m. shotgun start.

The tournament includes 18 holes
of golf, lunch, player gift bags and
unlimited beverage carts, according to

the tournament will benefit Food Lion
Feeds. Proceeds will support area food
banks.

Sponsorship  opportunities are
available at several investment levels,
giving businesses an opportunity to
promote their organizations while
supporting the tournament and its
charitable beneficiary.

Teams and sponsors can register
through the Botetourt Chamber of
Commerce website. Register a team or
learn about sponsorship opportunities

The Chamber described the
tournament as an opportunity for
participants to “play, connect and get
noticed” while supporting the local

- Commerce opens
 golf tournament

Planning from page 3

public. Tyson made a motion to allow Williamson
to provide his credentials and answer questions from
commissioners, but the motion failed for lack of a
second.

Williamson later spoke during the public hearing
and discussed the importance of soil protections and
the county’s agricultural land. He said he believed
the proposed restrictions on prime farmland and
highly erodible soils provided a strong foundation
but could be strengthened.

Several residents also spoke during the public
hearing, generally supporting additional restrictions
on large-scale solar facilities. Speakers raised concerns
about farmland, erosion, wildlife, scenic views,
decommissioning, and the possibility of placing solar
installations on existing buildings or parking areas
instead of agricultural land.

The commission ultimately agreed that additional
time was necessary.

Commissioners plan to individually review the
proposed amendments and submit comments
to county staff before a dedicated work session
scheduled for Sept. 14. An additional work session
is anticipated in October, and commissioners
discussed the possibility of a public survey or other
opportunities for community input.

The county will ask the Board of Supervisors to
extend the commission’s deadline. The goal is to
continue working on the solar zoning regulations
alongside the comprehensive plan amendments
before bringing a revised proposal forward for
consideration.

The proposed comprehensive plan language itself
says solar facilities should be carefully sited to preserve
rural character, with preferences for rooftops, parking
lots, brownfields, and previously developed areas,
while discouraging facilities on prime agricultural
farmland, sensitive wildlife habitat, and scenic areas.

The commission’s Aug. 10 action therefore leaves
the county’s solar regulations in a holding pattern
while commissioners determine what additional
protections can legally be added and how those
provisions should work alongside the new state
requirements.

~ Fincastle Herald staff report

SALEM RIDGEYAKS
VS WILSON WARBIRDS

L&) AUGUST 21st 6:35 PM

the Chamber.
In addition to
opportunity  for

community.

providing an
businesses

and

employees to connect outside the office,

BCH S from page 2

relationships and
ambitions intersected with
the history of Botetourt

County.
Barker portrayed
Jefferson at Colonial

Williamsburg for more
than 20 years and now
serves as Jefferson at
Monticello, where he
continues to bring the
life, words and vision of
Jefferson to visitors from
around the world.

His presentation is
expected to make thisyear’s
Founder’s Day Dinner
a memorable evening as
communities across the
Commonwealth and
nation mark the 250th
anniversary of American
independence.

The Founders Day
Dinner also serves as an
important fundraiser for
the Botetourt County

Historical Society.
Proceeds support the
society’s efforts to preserve
and share Botetourt
County’s history through
museum exhibits,
educational  programs,
artifact  conservation,
public  events  and
community outreach.

The Historical Society
invites businesses,
organizations, community
members and history
enthusiasts to attend
the event and celebrate
Botetourt County’s place
in the larger American
story.

Tickets are $50 and are
available for purchase at
the museum in Fincastle
or through Eventbrite.
Seating is limited.

~ Fincastle Herald staff

rqport

Subscribe to
The Fincastle
Herald

today

Just Call 540-473-2741 or 540-389-9355

www.FincastleHerald.com

~ Fincastle Herald staff report

AUGUST 22nd 6:35 PM wmilitary Appreciation Night
AUGUST 23rd 4:05 PM

AUGUST 19th 6:35 PM

AUGUST 20th 6:35 PM
Hockey Night

Racing Night

Colonial Title

and Settlement

Serving the Greater Botetourt & Roanoke Valley
communities with all your real estate needs
for residential, commercial, construction with
MLA services, Assist with 1031 Real Estate
Exchanges, Purchases, Refinances and More!!!!

Call Loretta, Debbie or Kristi
for your next move!
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1215 Roanoke Road, Daleville
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ANGLICAN
Orchard Hills Church -
6032 Cloverdale Rd. next to
Read Mountain Fire Station.
Worship at 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Sundays. Home group Bible
studies available throughout

the week. Pastor Scott
McLucas, 977-6800. To find
out more about Orchard Hills
Church go to the website at
www.orchardhillschurch.org.
ASSEMBLIES OF GOD
New Beginnings Assembly
of God, 1317 Narrow Passage
Rd., 43 North. Sunday
School, 10:00a.m.; Worship,
11a.m.; Wednesday Prayer &
Bible Study, 6:00p.m., Pastor
Steve  Tremblay, email:
pastorstevetremblay@gmail.
com. Everyone welcome.
Troutville Assembly of God,
118 Conner Lane, P.O. Box
728, Troutville,VA 24175,
Pastor Dennis Carroll, 540-
960-1224, Sunday Morning
Worship 10:30 a.m.,
Children’s Church 11:00 a.m.,
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00
p.m., Everyone welcome.
INDEPENDENT
BAPTIST
Crossroads Baptist Church
- 1128 Wheatland Rd.,
Buchanan, Pastor Elmer
Clemons, (540) 510-0927
Home, Sunday School 10:00
AM., Morning Worship,
11:00 A.M., Sunday Evening
5:30 P.M., Wednesday Prayer
& Bible Study 5:30 P.M.
Faith Baptist Church— 4258
Botetourt Rd., Fincastle, VA.
24090, Pastor, Dr. John W.
Reynolds, Phone; 540-473-
2325, Email: jwr56fbc@
yahoo.com, Church website:
fincastlefaith.com, Services:
10 A.M. Bible Expositions,
11 AM. Worship &
Children’s Church, 7 P.M.
Wednesday Bible  Study
& Prayer, Messages at
www.youtube.com/@
faithfbaptistchurch9219. We
look forward to meeting you.
Lapsleys Run  Baptist
Church- 608 Zion Hill Road,
Fincastle. 540-556-3504.
Worship: 2nd & 4th Sundays
at 11:00a.m.
New Hope Baptist Church—
2315 Blue Ridge Blvd. (US
460), 977-6610, Pastor David
McNeill;  Sunday  School,
9:45AM; Worship, 10:45AM,
7PM; Wed., Bible Study
7PM; Kings Kids, 7PM;
Daycare and Preschool, Mon-
Fri. 6:30AM-6PM.
Valley View Baptist
Church- 17471 Main St.,
Buchanan; Rev.  Daniel
Boone, 254-2760 (church),
254-2570  (H).  Sunday
School, 10 AM; worship, 11
AM, Sunday Evening, 6:30
PM; Wednesday: Prayer
and Youth Ministries, 7 PM,
Word Of Life youth ministry
for 4 year olds-12th grade
Wednesdays at 7 p.m.
SOUTHERN BAPTIST
Bonsack Baptist Church
- 4845 Cloverdale Rd. (Alt.
220) Dr. Chris Cadenhead,
977-5701, Sunday School,
8:30a.m. and 11a.m.; Worship
9:45a.m.; Wed. Bible study, 6
p.m.
Buchanan Baptist Church —
19730 Main Street, Buchanan,
Sunday Bible Study for all
ages 9:45 a.m.; Worship at 11
a.m. Wednesday Fellowship
Meal at 6 p.m. followed by
Bible Study and activities
for all ages. Facebook -
Buchanan Baptist Church;
Web Site - buchananbaptist.
com; Phone - 254-2253,
Minister of Music - Stephen
Harris
Daleville Baptist Church-
Corner of Valley Rd. and
Orchard Dr., 992-1570;
Senior Pastor Wes Belcher;

Worship

Sunday School 9:15
AM, Worship 10:30 AM;
Wednesday: Prayer & Bible
Study - 6:30 PM, Youth -
6:30 PM

Fincastle Baptist Church—
Located at 7330 Roanoke
Rd., Fincastle, Rt. 220, 1 mile
south of Fincastle, 540-473-
2861; www.fincastlebaptist.
org; Sr. Pastor Kevin
B.  Cummings. Sunday
Mornings, we offer a dual
Bible Study/Worship Service
at both 9:00 am and 10:45
am. On Wednesday evenings,
we offer events for the entire
family: Kids Club (3 years-
S5th grade) 6:15-7:30 pm;
Middle School Ignite (Grades
6-8) 6:15-7:15 pm; Adult
Bible Study 6:30-7:30 pm;
Ignite High School Group

(Grades \9-12) 7:45-8:45
pm; and childcare (birth-36
months).

Forest Grove  Baptist
Church— 693 Mt. Moriah

Rd. (Rt. 681), Eagle Rock,
Rev. Jerry Marsh, Pastor.
Sunday School, 9:30 am.,
Worship 10:35 a.m., Wed.,
Bible Study 7 p.m.

Glade Creek Baptist Church
— 3148 Webster Road, Blue

Ridge, Virginia  24064.
Pastor Steve McChesney.
Phone 540-977-1686 or
540-798-7462. Sunday

School 9:45 am., Sunday
Worship Service 11:00 a.m.,
to include Chidren’s Church.
Wednesday evening Worship
and Bible study begins with a
meal at 6:30 p.m.

Mill Creek Baptist Church
—11475 Lee Hwy., Fincastle,
992-3474. Danny Quirin,
Pastor. Sunday School, 9:30
a.m.; Worship 8:30 am. &
10:45 a.m.; Wednesday night
activities begin at 6pm: Bible
study, children and youth
activities, choir and handbell

rehearsals follow. office@
millcreekbc.com
Pleasant Hill Baptist

Church — 4930 Country Club
Road (corner of Country Club
& Haymakertown Roads),
540-992-5556. Pastor Danny
Barham. Sunday School,
10 am.; Worship Service,
11 a.m. Worship can also be
viewed online at the PHBC
Facebook page or on Youtube
(PHBCtube). Other activities
and schedules can be found at
www.phbcweb.com.
Springwood Baptist
Church — 88 Copps Hill
Rd., Buchanan; Rev. Mike
Anderson, 540-819-4616,
Email  pmike09@outlook.
com. Sunday School, 9:45
am.: worship 11 am.:
Wednesday night bible study
will be held every first and
third Wednesday of the month
from 6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
Troutville Baptist Church
—P.0. Box 309, Troutville, VA
24175; 992-1026, Rev. Carol

Johnston. Sunday School
10:00AM; Worship 11AM.
Wednesday: Adult Prayer
& Bible Study, 6:15PM;

Youth & Children Activities
6:30PM.

Zion Hill Baptist Church-
Intersection of Zion Hill
Road and Old Fincastle Road.
Pastor Donald Goforth (540)
884-2285.Sunday School -10
AM Worship 11AM. Youth
Activities (grades 6-12) and
Kingdom Kids (preschool-
grade 5) Wednesdays at 5:30
PM.

CHURCH OF THE
BRETHREN
Cloverdale Church of the
Brethren— 4708 Read Mtn.
Rd., 992-1060; Sunday
School, 9:15 a.m., worship,
10:30 a.m.; Wed. (Sept.-
May), Family Dinner, 6
p.m., Bible study, 6:45 p.m.

Cities of
Refuge

Read Joshua 18:1 through
20:9

Once the Children of Israel
entered the Promised Land,
it had to be divided amongst
the tribes. Joshua asked for
a survey to be done, and
with that information he
carefully assigned each tribe
their portion.

Chapter 20 addresses an in-
teresting issue that reflects
God'’s passion for justice. The
“eye for an eye” principle
was in vogue in those days,
and God wanted justice for
those who killed someone
accidentally.

“Tell the Israelites to desig-
nate the cities of refuge, as |
instructed you through Mo-
ses, so that anyone who kills
a person accidentally and
unintentionally may flee
there and find protection
from the avenger of blood.”
(Joshua 20:2-3).

What a great picture of Je-
sus and His compassion for
us. Our sins can be acciden-
tal or wunintentional, but
sadly we sometimes disobey
on purpose. Yet in either
case, Jesus invites us to come
to Him, confessing our sin.
He promises to forgive us
and cleanse us (1 John 1:9).
He provides us the ultimate
refuge from our mistakes.

Prayer for Today: Lord,
when my thoughts, words,
or actions are not pleas-
ing to You, | will run to You
because | know You are my
“city of refuge.”

Quicklook: Joshua 20:1-9

Preschool, after-school care
& summer day camp for
preschool and elementary
age children. Patrick Starkey,
Pastor; Shawna Burkhart,
preschool director.

Mt. Bethel Church of the
Brethren— 10603 Narrow
Passage Rd., Eagle Rock. PO
Box. 183 Eagle Rock, VA
24085. Interim Pastor Dreama
Osborne. 884-2292 (church),
540-597-8272 (cell). Sunday
School, 10 AM; worship, 11
AM; Ladies’ Aid meets 2nd
Thurs. monthly:.

Mt. Joy Church of the
Brethren— 2565 Buffalo Rd.,
10 miles N of Buchanan,
254-2298. Sunday School, 10
a.m.; worship, 11 a.m. Pastor
Michael Tabor, (540) 309-
7595.

Pleasant Dale Church of the
Brethren, 3732 Breckinridge
Mill Rd, Fincastle, Rev. Dr.
David A. Tozar - pastor,
Sunday worship at 1lam,
preceded by coffee fellowship
at  10:30, Bible Study
Sunday at 4pm, 5th Sunday
Potluck luncheon, Handicap
Accessible, Contact Pastor
Davd at dtozar9@yahoo.
com. Follow on Facebook,
Sunday worship and Bible
study stream live.

Troutville Church of the
Brethren - 5133 Lee Hwy.,
992-1571; Terry R. Johnson,
Pastor; Don  Obenshain,
Choir  Director.  Sunday
Morning Services: Sunday
School, 10 am; Worship
Service, 11 am. Sunday Night
Meetings: Family Fellowship
Sept-May. Wednesday Night
Bible Study, 6:00 pm Sept-
May. Choir practice, 7:00 pm.
Praise Band Family Practice
Thursdays 7p.m. Family
Fellowship Time will be
held each 3rd Sunday of the
month. Our email address is:
troutvillecob@hotmail.com
and website is troutvillecob.
org.

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, The Path of
Spiritual Freedom, is a
simple teaching that focuses
on the Light and Sound of
God to help people find more

‘Bo('[%)touf ts

1Peelor

love in their life. We offer a
Spiritual Event on the 2nd.
Sunday of each month. The
program may be a Light and
Sound Service, a Spiritual
video and discussion, or
other topics and techniques to
help Raise Your Spiritual 1Q.
The Roanoke ECK Center is
located at 1420 3rd. St. SW,
Roanoke, VA 24016. For
more information visit www.
eck-va.org or call 540- 353-
5365. People of all faiths are
welcome.
EPISCOPAL
St.  Mark’s  Episcopal
Church — 111 S. Roanoke
St., Fincastle. P.O.
Box 277 Fincastle,
VA 24090. The Rev.
G. Willis Logan, Rector.
473-2370. Worship in the
sanctuary and by Zoom on
Sunday mornings at 10:00am,
with Adult Education on
Sunday mornings from 9:00
to 9:50am. Evening Prayer
is Wednesday evenings at
7:30pm by Zoom. Brown
Bag Bible Study on
Thursdays at 12 noon in
the Ministry Center and by
Zoom. Links for Zoom can
be found on our website,
www.stmarksfincastle.org.
LUTHERAN
Our Savior Evangelical
Lutheran Church (WELS)
— 9068 Cloverdale Road,
Troutville, VA; Paul
Workentine, Pastor; Worship
Sunday at 10:00 AM. Sunday
School at 11:30 AM. Info and
calendar at oslroanoke.com.
Phone: 540-977- 4888.
Wheatland Evangelical
Lutheran Church— 1560
Wheatland Road, Buchanan,
24066; 540-254-1605.
Sunday worship service,
10:30  a.m. (in person
or parking lot, tune car
radio to 88.9 FM). Interim
Pastor: Phyllis Diamond.
Facebook, http://www.
wheatlandlutheran.org;
teemwheatland@gmail.com
NON-
DENOMINATIONAL
Grace Bible Church of
Botetourt — 148 Amsterdam
Rd. (beside the south lane of
220 in Amsterdam, 1.5 miles
north of LBHS). Sunday
Worship, 10 a.m. Pastor Jay
Robinette - 855-4620.
Mt. Carmel Church, 6
miles south of Eagle Rock
at intersection of Rt. 43 and
688; pastor, Richard Ronk;
phone # (540) 884-3653;
Sunday School at 10:00 A.M.,
Worship at 11:00 A.M., Wed.
Prayer Meeting at 7:00 P.M.
Woodland Church -
We Present Christ — 45
Woodland Rd. Troutville,
VA. Corner of Blacksburg/
Country Club Rds., 3.5 miles
W. of Fincastle. 540-632-
1515. Pastor: Caleb Lythgoe.

Sunday  School, 10AM;
Worship, 11AM,  Wed.
Prayer Meeting 6:30PM.

Website: woodlandchurchbc.
com. E-mail address:
woodlandchurchbc@gmail.
com.

PRESBYTERIAN

Buchanan Presbyterian
Church — 19559 Main St.

Buchanan.  540-254-1390.
Donna Hopkins Britt, Pastor.
Choir rehearsal at 9:00 am.
Sunday School at 10:00 am.
Worship at  11:00 am.
Videotaped services can
be viewed on YouTube.
The Food Pantry is open
from 9-11 a.m. on the 2nd
and 4th Saturdays of each
month. Handicap accessible.
Facebook page or website:
www.buchananpresbyterian.
org. Contact www.admin@
buchananpresbyterian.org

Fincastle Presbyterian

Church — 108 E. Back Street,
Fincastle, VA 24090. The
Rev. Dr. David Dickerson,
Supply Minister, Lori Turner,

Music Director. ~ Worship
service in the Sanctuary
and via Live Streaming

(https:///www.facebook.com/
fincastlepresbyterianchurch)
at 10:30 AM. Adult Sunday
School offered at 9:30 AM.
Fellowship time in the
Fellowship Hall immediately
following morning service.

Bell choir practices after
Sunday Fellowship, often
providing  special music
in our services. For more
information please email
fincastlepresbyterianchurch
(@gmail.com or call
540.473.2042.

Galatia Evangelical

Presbyterian Church - 78
Gala Loop Road, Eagle
Rock, VA 24085. Rev. Emily
B. Hook, pastor, 804-516-
6552. Sunday School at 10
a.m. each Sunday. Morning
Worship & Praise at 1la.m.
each Sunday. Communion
once each quarter.

Virginia Presbyterian
Church — 918 Pico Road,
Buchanan, 24066. Worship
9:30 a.m. (nursery provided),
Sunday School, 10:30 a.m.

ROMAN CATHOLIC
Church of the
Transfiguration— 7624

Roanoke Rd., Fincastle, VA
24090; Fr. Zaverio “Xavier”
Banasula.473-2656. Saturday
Mass at 4:30pm & Sunday at
8:30am; Christian formation
after Mass on Sunday.
UNITED METHODIST
Andrew Chapel United
Methodist Church — 3936
Beaver Dam Road, just
off  Springwood  Road,
Springwood. Rev. Morris A.
Bennett. Sunday School, 9:15
a.m. followed by Worship, 10
a.m.
Eagle Rock United
Methodist Church — 14565
Church St., Eagle Rock, 10:15
AM; Glen Wilton UMC,
Main St., Glen Wilton, 9:00
AM; Shiloh UMC, Shiloh
Rd, Eagle Rock, 11:15 AM.
Pastor Ray Sandifer (540)
525-0258. Mail donations for
the building fund to P.O. Box
85, Eagle Rock.
Fincastle United Methodist
Church — Sunday School
at 9 am. in the Family Life

Center. In person services
Sunday, 10 a.m. in the
sanctuary, 136 S. Church

St., Fincastle. Service is also
live streamed on YouTube
at https://www.youtube.
com/@FincastletUMCMedia
or on Facebook at https://
www.facebook.com/profile.
php?id=100068517955699.
Reverend Scott A. Robertson-
Gouge, office, 540-473-3001.
Office hours: Tues., Wed., &
Thurs.: 9a.m.-2p.m. E-mail:
office@fincastleumc.org.

St. Mark’s United
Methodist Church — 19
Cedar Ridge Drive, Daleville.
Pastor Samuel Plymale, 992-
3030. We have one service
on Sundays at 10:00am, with
Sunday School for children,
youth, and adults following
at 11:00am. Shipyard Youth
meets every Sunday from
4:00 to 6:00pm, unless there
is a special monthly mission
event. Frogs and Tadpoles
Children’s Ministry meets
on the 2nd and 4th Sundays
of each month, September
through April, from 4:00 to
6:00pm.

Trinity United Methodist
Church — 19637 Main St.,
Buchanan; Rev. Greg Knopff,
(540) 471-3747, (O) 540-
254-2475. Worship, 9:45AM,
Sunday School 10:30 AM.
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Birmingham, Robert Daniel

January 29, 1944 - August 8, 2026

he enjoyed golf and the friendships
he made with his golf group,

Robert “Bob” Daniel
Birmingham, 82, of
Fincastle, passed away
on August 8, 2026. Bob
was born on January
29, 1944, in Baltimore,
Md., to Larkin and Anna
Birmingham.

Bob began his career
at  Westinghouse in
Maryland. In 1970,
his family moved to e

affectionately known as
the “Hot Shots.” In later
years he enjoyed playing
cards, particularly gin
rummy, and always
enjoyed trying to win
those hands!

Bob will be
remembered for his
strong  work ethic,

loyalty, protective nature,
sense of humor, and

Roanoke, where he
joined his wife’s family business,
Piedmont Foundry Supply, Inc. He
started by doing whatever needed to be
done — loading and unloading trucks
and railcars, making sales calls and
deliveries, and learning the foundry
business from the ground up. Through
hard work and dedication, he built a
56-year career that became one of the
great passions of his life.

Bob traveled throughout the East
Coast calling on customers, many of
who became lifelong friends. In 1995,
he was named President of Piedmont
Foundry Supply. He was also a member
of the American Foundry Society and
served as Chapter Chairman from
1990-1991.

Above all else, Bob was a family
man. He met the love of his life, Carol
Sue, at Glen Burnie High School,
and they married on October 17,
1964. Together, they shared a deep and
lasting love for 59 years. Bob and Sue
raised three daughters, Cyndi, Marcy,
and Nikki. Bob was fiercely protective
of his family and took great pride in
being their provider. His family always
knew they could count on him.

Bob was incredibly proud of his
seven grandchildren, who brought him
tremendous joy. He was affectionately
known as their “Pop” and loved
watching them grow. He especially
enjoyed taking his family on vacations,
watching the grandchildren play by the
pool, and spending time together on
boat outings. He was also blessed with
five great-grandchildren, who brought
a special kind of joy to his later years.

Bob was a longtime member of

the Roanoke Country Club, where

unwavering devotion to
his family. His daughters will miss his
guidance and steady presence, and the
pride he took in his family.

Bob was preceded in death by his
loving wife, Carol Sue Birmingham;

his parents, Larkin and Anna
Birmingham; and his brothers, John
and Lark Birmingham.

Bob is survived and forever

remembered by his daughters and sons-
in-law, Cyndi and Eric Reese, Marcy
and Robbie Gallagher, and Nikki and
John Waff; seven grandchildren, Corey
Gallagher and his wife McKenna,
Branden Bowen and fiancée Jasmine,
Brittany Deisher and her husband
Hunter, Kacey Bryan and her husband
Dylan, Nicholas Bowen, Garrett Reese
and Halle Reese; and his five great-
grandchildren, Joella, Weston and
Lainey Bryan, and Jonah and Jemma
Deisher.

Bob’s legacy is reflected in the
business to which he devoted so
much of his life, but even more so
in the family he loved so deeply. He
took great pride in his work and in
the relationships and friendships it
brought into his life. But his greatest
pride was his family and the life they
shared together.

A Memorial Service will be held at
11 a.m. on Saturday, August 22, 2026,
at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 42 E.
Main Street., Salem. The service will
be officiated by Father Ned Morris
and followed by a reception. Flowers
will be accepted, or memorials may be
made to the Boys and Girls Club of
SWVA or First Tee.

Arrangements are by Rader Funeral
Home, Daleville, 540-992-1212.

Harlow, Delbert Ray

Delbert Ray Harlow, 73, of Eagle
Rock, passed away peacefully on
Thursday, August 13, 7 -
2026.

He was preceded in
passing by his parents,
Raymond D. Harlow and
Louise Barnes Hostetter;
brothers, Linzsey Barnes,
Robert Barnes, and Fred
Hostetter; and sister, Sue
Harlow Sparks.

Delbert enjoyed
singing in the choir
at Eagle Rock Baptist
Church. He also enjoyed cars and
spending time with his beloved fur
baby, Tippy. He graduated from
James River High Sciool in the early
’70s and worked at Groendyk in
Buchanan until it closed in 2008.

He also worked at Walmart as an
inventory stocker.

Left to  cherish
Delbert’s memory
are his sister, Minnie
Craft; fur baby, Tippy;
and numerous nieces,
nephews, and friends.

The family received
friends at 11 a.m. on
Tuesday, August 18,
2026, in the Eagle Rock
Chapel of Botetourt
Funeral Home. A funeral
service followed at 12
noon in the chapel, with Pastor Billy
Ronk officiating. Interment was in
Eagle Rock Baptist Church Cemetery.

Online condolences may be shared
with the family at www.botetourtth.
com or by calling 540-254-3000.

CHURCH NEWS

Trinity UMC Baby Pantry
open August 22

Those in need of diapers and baby
formula may come to the Baby Pantry
at Trinity United Methodist Church,
19637 Main Street, Buchanan, from 9
am. to noon on the fourth Saturday
of the month. The Baby Pantry will
be open this month on August 22.
Enter on Washington Street side of the
building.

Fincastle Clothes Closet
August dates

Fincastle United Methodist’s Clothes
Closet will be open on Saturday,
August 29, 10 am.-1 p.m. in the
Family Life Center at 137 S. Church
Street. Donations of gently worn, clean

clothing and shoes also will be accepted.
Call the church office at 540-473-3001
to arrange to bring donations during
office hours, 9 am.-2 p.m., Tuesday-
Thursday.

Ice cream supper at
Andrew Chapel

Andrew Chapel United Methodist
Church will hold its annual ice cream
supper on Saturday, September 5,
beginning at 5 p.m. Meals include
hot dogs or bratwurst with full fixings
and chips. A variety of homemade
ice cream and desserts will also be
available. Music will be provided by
Mike Lee & Friends. Proceeds benefit
the church building fund. Andrew
Chapel is located at 3936 Beaver Dam
Road, just off Springwood Road, in
Buchanan.

Community Women’s

Simmons, Betty Johnson

April 22, 1936 —
Aug. 9, 2026

Betty Johnson
Simmons, 90, of
Troutville, passed away
on August 9, 2026, in
Myrtle Beach, S.C.,
surrounded by family.
She was born April 22,
1936, in Buchanan
to Clarence Edward
Johnson and Sallie
Mays Johnson.

Betty’s life centered
around her family,
and nothing brought
her more joy than
the occasions when
everyone could be
together. She was
known for cooking
large family meals
for every holiday,
always hoping to have
the people she loved
gathered in one place.
She always found a
reason to go shopping
and took great joy
in  spoiling  her
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, nieces,
and nephews. Betty
also treasured time
with her sisters, whose
endless conversation
and laughter were a
constant throughout
their lives.

The beach held a
particularly  special
place in Betty’s life.
She and Hugh spent
many cherished years
at  Myrtle Beach,
beginning with annual
family trips with their
two sons each August
and sharing many trips
with their siblings and
extended family. As
the family grew, those
trips continued with
her grandchildren and
great-grandchildren,

often for weeks at
a time. Betty was
happiest spending the
entire day on the sand
and under the sun.
The beach remained
one of her favorite
places throughout her
life.

Betty also spent
many years working
alongside Hugh in
the office of Hugh’s
Body Shop and Truck
Service, providing an
important foundation
of support for the
family business they
built together.

Above all, Betty
loved  her family
deeply. She treasured
the times  when

everyone was together
and spent a li?etime
creating reasons
for that to happen,
whether around her
table, during the
holidays, or year after
year at the beach. The
traditions she began
and the memories
made through them
will remain part of her
family for generations.

Betty was preceded
in death by her
husband of 65 years,

Hugh Norwood
Simmons; sisters,
Dorothy “Dot”

Simmons and Ruby
Tolley; brother, Henry

Johnson;  brothers-
in-law, Donald
Simmons, Calvin
Montgomery, and
Sherman Simmons;

niece, Janet Simmons;
and nephew, David
Simmons.

She is survived by
her sister, Virginia
Montgomery; sons,
Steve Simmons and

Share Church news today!
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wife Donna, Danny
Simmons and wife Julie;
grandchildren, Jason
Simmons,  Stephanie
Simmons, Jessica
Clarke and husband
Joshua; and great-
grandchildren,  Axel,

Ryland, Nevaeh, Kai,
Jayce, Jazzlynn, and Ivie;
step-grandchildren,
Erik Wampler and wife,
Martha, Chelsey Craft
and husband, Jared.
She is also survived by
nieces, Tammy Coffey
and husband Jeffery, and
Janie Coley; nephews,
Lewis  Montgomery
and wife Kathy, and
Eddie Johnson and
wife Nancy; and great-
nephews, Taylor,
Austin, and Logan
Campbell; along with
many other beloved
family members.
Visitation will be
held from 12-2 p.m.
with funeral services
at 2 p.m. on Saturday,
August 22, 2026 in
the Buchanan Chapel
of Botetourt Funeral
Home. Interment will

follow in Mill Creek

Cemetery. In lieu of

flowers, please consider
donations to the Cancer
Society or the Kidney
Foundation.  Online
condolences may be
shared with the family
at  www.botetourtth.
com or by calling 540-
254-3000.
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Retreat Aug. 29 in Buchanan

Join women from

setting.

The retreat will be held Saturday,
Aug. 29, from 9 am. to 3 p.m. at
The Barn at Back Creek, 528 Back
Creck Lane, Buchanan. Participants are
welcome to attend for as much of the

day as they are able.

across
community for a day of connection,
reflection and fellowship in a beautiful

the

To register, leave a message on the
Buchanan Presbyterian Church phone
at 540-254-1390 and include any

dietary needs.

For questions, contact Kim Bennett
at kimbennett354@gmail.com or 540-
580-8194, or Donna Hopkins Britt at
donnabpc@gmail.com.

The retreat is sponsored by Buchanan

Presbyterian Church.

Lunch will be provided, and casual

dress is encouraged.

~ Fincastle Herald staff report

Registration is required by Aug. 20.

AARP Scam Alert: Fraud victims, re-victimized

Having money stolen
from you in a scam can be
devastating. Unfortunately,
scammers know  that
victims are often eager to
recover their money, and
they use that hope to strike

ain.

In what's known as a
recovery scam, criminals
poseas governmentofficials,
private investigators, or
“recovery experts’ who
claim they can help get
your money back. They
may contact you through
emails, texts, social media,
or websites that look

legitimate. But instead of
helping, theyre trying to
steal more of your money
or personal information.
Experts believe this could
become the most common
scam of the year.

You may wonder
how victims are targeted
following a fraud
experience. Sometimes, it
the same organized crime
ring coming back to steal
more under a different set
of lies. Criminals create and
sell lead lists among each
other, and their victims
show up on those lists as hot

targets for re-victimizing.
Protecting yourself after a
fraud experience requires
extra caution. Ignore any
unsolicited offers to get
your money back, as much
as you want to believe its
possible.

Learn how to spot and
avoid scams with AARP
Fraud Watch Network.
Suspect a scam? Call the
free helpline at 877-908-
3360 and talk to a specialist
about what to do next.

- AARP
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Congratulations to
Bailee Blankenship of Carilion
Roanoke Memorial Hospital
Palliative Care Unit,
Oakey's May 2026, Hospice Caregivers
Award winner. Thank you, Bailee,
for all you do. To nominate a
hospice caregiver, visit
oakeys.com/hospice-caregiver-award.

OAKEY'S
e

ceLeaRAT

Still family owned and
operated for 160 years

OAKEYS.COM - 540-982-2100
ROANOKE, NORTH, VINTON, SOUTH, EAST
& CREMATION TRIBUTE CENTER

160 YEARS

Subscribe today! 540-389-9355
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For
Rent

For Rent
Warehouse/garage/office
space available
125 Red Oak Drive
(In between Christiansburg
and Blacksburg)
Approximately
4000 square feet
3 large tall garage doors,
LED lighting in
warehouse/office /garage,
propane heat,
town water and sewer
0.227 acres
Contact: Gerald Duncan
540.552.4331 Ext 3212
Email:
geraldduncan@duncanauto
.net

Home

Improvement

AA Home

improvement
Painting, plumbing, roofing,
brick and block
Over twenty years’
experience
Free estimates
540.762.5584

Elder
Care

ACL Elderly Care

All phases of elderly care
Shopping, bathing, light
house cleaning
Reasonable rates
References upon request
540-762-5584

Legals -

City of Salem

ABC NOTICE
CARINA DUE LLC., trading
as DOM VITO'S,

10 WEST MAIN STREET,
Salem VA. 24153.

The above establishment is
applying to the VIRGINIA
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE

CONTROL (ABC)
AUTHORITY for a Retail
Restaurant Wine, Beer,

Mixed Beverages

Consumed On or Off
Premises license to sell or
manufacture alcoholic
beverages.

Dominic Vito Marletta,
Owner.

NOTE: Objections to the
issuance of this license
must be submitted to ABC
no later than 30 days from
the publishing date of the
first of two required
newspaper legal notices.
Objections should be
registered at
www.abc.virginia.gov or
800-552-3200.

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

Pursuant to Section 22.1-
29.1 of the Code of Virginia,
as amended to date, notice
is hereby given that the
Council of the City of Salem
will hold a public hearing at
6:30 p.m., September 14,
2026, in Council Chambers,
City Hall, 114 North Broad
Street, Salem, Virginia,

to receive views of citizens
within the Salem School
District regarding the
appointment to fill the
expiring term ending
12/31/2026 of one member
on the City of Salem School
Board. All candidates
seeking appointment must
submit a letter of interest
and résumé to the Deputy
Clerk of Council.
Submissions are requested
by noon on Friday,
September 11, 2026,
however in all cases must
be submitted prior to the
closing of this public
hearing. Candidates may be
interviewed individually by
City Council.

THE COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF SALEM, VIRGINIA
H. Robert Light

Clerk of Salem City Council

vDOT

e T b o T aqeeaten

ADVERTISEMENT
FOR SNOW
REMOVAL

EQUIPMENT
SERVICES WITH
OPERATOR

SIGNUP

The Virginia Department of
Transportation invites
heavy equipment owners to
sign up for the rental of
their equipment with
operators for SNOW & ICE
REMOVAL purposes in
Salem Residency which
includes the counties of
Roanoke, Botetotourt and
Craig during the winter of
2026-2027. Price per

hour shall include operators,
fuel, tire chains,supplies
and required insurance.
VDOT will need dump
trucks, pickups with plows,
motorgraders, backhoes,

Legals -

City of Salem

dozers, track loaders,
tractors, rubbertire loaders
and farm tractors. All
equipment shall be
equipped for night work and
be in good mechanical
condition to ensure a safe
and dependable 24/7
operation. VDOT reserves
the right to determine
acceptability of equipment
size and condition for the
task. Contractors submitting
prices meeting the
requirements of the
Agreement may be
contracted with and may be
eligible to receive a bonus
payment and a minimum
guaranteed payment for the
season. Contractors must
submit their application on
the electronic M7B bidding
site at
https://plow4va.vdot.virginia.
gov. All new and

retuming Contractors must
be active in the Virginia
eProcurement Portal (eVA)
in order to do business

with the Commonwealth of
Virginia
(https://eva.virginia.gov ).
Applications received by
7:00 PM on Friday
September 18, 2026 may
be eligible for a bonus
payment. See the EVA
posting for additional
information, including
contract requirements.
Questions can be directed
to the Salem Residency
from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM
Monday - Friday.

Phone: 540-387-5497.
Email:
SalemDistrictSnow@vdot.vi
rginia.gov

EEO/AA Employe

vDOT

Virginia Department of Transportation

ADVERTISEMENT
FOR SNOW
REMOVAL
EQUIPMENT
SERVICES WITH
OPERATOR

SIGNUP
The Virginia Department of
Transportation invites
heavy equipment owners to
sign up for the rental of
their equipment with
operators for SNOW &amp;
ICE REMOVAL purposes in
Christiansburg Residency
which includes the counties
of Floyd, Giles,
Montgomery, and Pulaski
during the winter of
2026-2027. Price per hour
shall include operators,
fuel, tire chains, supplies
and required insurance.
VDOT will need dump
trucks, pickups with plows,
motorgraders, backhoes,
dozers, track loaders,
tractors, rubber-tire loaders
and farm tractors. All
equipment shall be
equipped for night work and
be in good mechanical
condition to ensure a safe
and dependable 24/7
operation. VDOT reserves
the right to determine
acceptability of equipment
size and condition for the
task. Contractors submitting
prices meeting the
requirements of the
Agreement may be
contracted with and may be
eligible to receive a bonus
payment and a minimum
guaranteed payment for the
season.
Contractors must submit
their application on the
electronic M7B bidding site
at
https://plow4va.vdot.virginia.
gov . All new and
retuming Contractors must
be active in the Virginia
eProcurement Portal (eVA)
in order to do business
with the Commonwealth of
Virginia
( https://eva.virginia.gov ).
Applications received by
7:00 PM on Friday
September 18, 2026 may
be eligible for a bonus
payment. See the EVA
posting for additional
information, including
contract requirements.
Questions can be directed
to the Christiansburg
Residency from 8:00 AM to
5:00 PM Monday —Friday.
Phone: 540-381-7201
Email:
SalemDistrictSnow@uvdot.vi
rginia.gov
EEO/AA Employer

Preservation Act and the
FCC regulations
implementing Section 106
review, public comments
regarding potential effects
from this site on historic
properties may be
submitted to: Trileaf Corp,
Maggie Vincent,
m.vincent@trileaf.com,
303 International Circle,
Suite 150, Hunt Valley,
MD 21030, 410-853-7128.

LEGAL NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING
OF THE TOWN OF
CHRISTIANSBURG
PLANNING

COMMISSION

The Town of Christiansburg
Planning Commission will
hold a Public Hearing on
Monday, August 31, 2026,
at 7:00 PM in the Council
Chambers of the
Christiansburg Town Hall,
100 E. Main Street,
Christiansburg, Virginia
24073, pursuant to Sections
15.2-2204 and 15.2-2285 of
the Code of Virginia, as
amended. The purpose of
the public hearing is to
receive public comments
conceming:

A. Conditional Use Permit
request by The Economic
Development Authority of
Montgomery County,
Virginia, Property Owner
and Applicant, to allow a
structure greater than 70
feet in height, specifically a
manufacturing area with a
footprint of 8,500 square
feet and a height of 105
feet, in the General
Industrial (12) zoning district
on property located at 2040
Parkway Drive SE,
identified as Tax Parcel
558-((A))-24A (Parcel ID
300149), consisting of
approximately 38.102

total acres. The property is
designated as Mixed Use w/
Buffer (Industrial) on the
Future Land Use Map of the
2013 Christiansburg
Comprehensive Plan.
Town Hall will be open and
available to receive public
comments in-person at the
time of this Public Hearing.
A copy of the application,
the Town’s Zoning Map,
Zoning Ordinance, and
Future Land Use Map may
be viewed in the Planning
Department Office, 100 E.
Main Street,
Christiansburg, VA 24073,
during normal office hours
of 8:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.
Monday through

Friday. Contact the
Planning Department, at
(540) 382-6128, ext. 1902
or by email at
planning@christiansburg.or
g, with any questions or if
you require reasonable
accommodations.

Cellco Partnership
and its controlled
affiliates doing
business as
Verizon Wireless

(Verizon Wireless)
proposes to install a public
lighting structure and
associated wireless
communications antennas
at an overall height of 41.5
feet at the approx. vicinity of
1322 South Main Street,
Blacksburg, Montgomery
County, VA 24060. In
accordance with the
requirements of Section 106
of the National Historic

LEGAL NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING
OF THE TOWN OF
CHRISTIANSBURG

TOWN COUNCIL
The Town of Christiansburg
Town Council will hold a
Public Hearing on Tuesday,
September 8, 2026, at 7:00
PM in the Council
Chambers of the
Christiansburg Town Hall,
100 E. Main Street,
Christiansburg, Virginia
24073. The purpose of the
public hearing is to receive
public comments
conceming:

A. Code Amendment
request by Town of
Christiansburg, Applicant, to
amend the Christiansburg
Town Code, Chapter 42,
Sec. 42-397 — Permitted
uses. Data centers are
currently allowed by right in
the General Industrial (I-2)
Zoning District, and the
request is to require a
conditional use permit for
data centers in the General
Industrial (I-2) Zoning
District.

A copy of the applications,
the Town’s Zoning Map,
Zoning Ordinance, and
Future Land Use Map may
be viewed in the Planning
Department Office, 100 E.
Main Street, Christiansburg,
VA 24073 during normal
office hours of 8:00 a.m. —
5:00 p.m. Monday through
Friday. Contact the
Planning Department, at
(540) 382-6128, ext. 1902
or by email at
planning@christiansburg.or
9,

with any questions or if you
require reasonable
accommodations.

TRUSTEE’S SALE
OF 2676 DRY
VALLEY ROAD,
RADFORD, VA
24141.

In execution of a certain
Deed of Trust dated June
25,2003, in the original
principal amount of
$60,900.00 recorded in the
Clerk’s Office, Circuit Court
for Montgomery County,
Virginia as Instrument No.

2003010550. The
undersigned Substitute
Trustee will offer for sale at
public auction in the front of
the Circuit Court

building for the City of
Radford, 619 Second St.,
W., Radford, VA, or any
such temporary alternative
Circuit Court location
designated by the Judges of
the Circuit Court, on
September 16, 2026, at
11:00 AM, the property
described in said Deed of
Trust, located at the above
address, and more
particularly described as
follows: ALL THAT UN-
NUMBERED PARCEL OF
LAND CONTAINING 0.731
ACRE DESIGNATED AS
RETAINED BY OLLIE BAIN
ON THAT CERTAIN PLAT
OF SURVEYENTITLED
"PLAT FOR KYLE E.
DAVIS AND SHARON B.
DAVIS OF AN UN-
NUMBERED 1.0005 AC.
LOT NEAR BAINS CHAPEL
IN RINER MAGISTERIAL
DISTRICT
MONTGOMERYCOUNTY,
VIRGINIA", PREPARED BY
NEAL H. WIRT, LAND
SURVEYOR, DATED MAY
5, 1997, DESIGNATED
PLAT NO. 97-505, A COPY
OF WHICH PLAT IS
RECORDED IN THE
CIRCUIT COURT CLERK'S
OFFICE IN DEED BOOK
991, PAGE 410, AND TO
WHICH PLAT
REFERENCED IS HEREBY
MADE FOR A MORE
ACCURATE
DESCRIPTION OF THE
PROPERTY HEREIN
CONVEYED. TERMS OF
SALE: ALL CASH. A
bidder’s deposit of ten
percent (10%) of the sale
price or ten percent (10%)
of the original principal
balance of the subject
Deed of Trust, whichever is
lower, in the form of cash or
certified funds payable to
the Substitute Trustee must
be present at the time of the
sale. The balance of the
purchase price will be due
within fifteen (15) days of
sale, otherwise Purchaser's
deposit may be forfeited to
Trustee. Time is of the
essence. If the sale is set
aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall
be entitled to a return of
the deposit paid. The
Purchaser may, if provided
by the terms of the
Trustee’s Memorandum of
Foreclosure Sale, be
entitled to a $50
cancellation fee from the
Substitute Trustee, but shall
have no further recourse
against the Mortgagor, the
Mortgagee or the
Mortgagee’s attorney. A
form copy of the Trustee’s
memorandum of foreclosure
sale and contract to
purchase real property is
available for viewing at
www.aldridgepite.com.
Additional terms, if any, to
be announced at the sale
and the Purchaser may be
given the option to execute
the contract of sale
electronically. This is a
communication from a debt
collector and any
information obtained will be
used for that purpose. The
sale is subject to seller
confirmation. Substitute
Trustee: Equity Trustees,
LLC, 8100 Three Chopt
Road, Suite 240, Richmond,
VA 23229. If you have any
questions or concems,
please contact the

Virginia Pre-Sale
Department of counsel for
Equity Trustees, LLC at
301-961-6555, website:
www.aldridgepite.com.
VA-378698-2.

SALEM TIMESweREGISTER

News Messenger, RADFORDY

CONTAINING 11.703
ACRES IN THE
AGGREGATE, AS SHOWN
ON A PLAT BY LJ.
QUESENBERRY, LAND
SURVEYOR,

DATED MARCH 30, 1978,
AND REFERRED TO AS
JOB NO. 115, A COPY OF
WHICH IS RECORDED IN
DEED BOOK 396 AT PAGE
926, IN THE CLERK'S
OFFICE OF THE
CIRCUITCOURT OF
MONTGOMERY COUNTY,
VIRGINIA. TERMS OF
SALE: ALL CASH. A
bidder’s deposit of ten
percent (10%) of the sale
price or ten percent (10%)
of the original principal
balance of the subject Deed
of Trust, whichever is lower,
in the form of cash or
certified funds payable to
the Substitute Trustee must
be present at the time of the
sale. The balance of the
purchase price will be due
within fifteen (15) days of
sale, otherwise Purchaser's
deposit may be forfeited to
Trustee. Time is of the
essence. If the sale is set
aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall
be entitled to a return

of the deposit paid. The
Purchaser may, if provided
by the terms of the
Trustee’s Memorandum of
Foreclosure Sale, be
entitled to a $50
cancellation fee from the
Substitute Trustee, but shall
have no further recourse
against the Mortgagor, the
Mortgagee or the
Mortgagee’s attorney. A
form copy of the

Trustee’s memorandum of
foreclosure sale and
contract to purchase real
property is available for
viewing at
www.aldridgepite.com.
Additional terms, if any, to
be announced at the sale
and the Purchaser may be
given the option to execute
the contract of sale
electronically. This is a
communication from a debt
collector and any
information obtained will be
used for that purpose. The
sale is subject to seller
confirmation. Substitute
Trustee: Equity Trustees,
LLC, 8100 Three Chopt
Road, Suite 240, Richmond,
VA 23229. If you have any
questions or concems,
please contact the

Virginia Pre-Sale
Department of counsel for
Equity Trustees, LLC at
301-961-6555,

website:
www.aldridgepite.com.
VA-384975-1.

TRUSTEE’S SALE
OF 4681
FISHERSVIEW
ROAD, PILOT, VA
24138.

In execution of a certain
Deed of Trust dated
November 22, 2013, in the
original principal amount of
$196,000.00 recorded in
the Clerk’s Office, Circuit
Court for Montgomery
County, Virginia as
Instrument No.
2013011218. The
undersigned Substitute
Trustee will offer for sale at
public auction in the front of
the Circuit Court building for
the City of Radford, 619
Second St., W., Radford,
VA, or any such temporary
altemative Circuit Court
location designated by the
Judges of the Circuit Court,
on October 8, 2026, at 4:15
PM, the property described
in said Deed of Trust,
located at the above
address, and more
particularly described as
follows: ALL THAT
CERTAIN LOT OR
PARCEL OF LAND, LYING
AND BEING IN THE
SHAWSVILLE
MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT
OF MONTGOMERY
COUNTY, VIRGINIA,
LOCATED SOUTHWEST
OF VIRGINIA STATE
ROUTE NO. 609, MORE
PARTICULARLYDESCRIB
ED AS FOLLOWS: BEING
THAT CERTAIN PARCEL

Trustee's Sale

1990 Reesedale Road,
Elliston, Virginia 24087
(Parcel ID: 022175; Tax
Map No.: 057-2 6)

Default having been made
in the terms of a certain
Deed of Trust dated
December 29, 2015, in the
original principal amount of
$106,837.00 and recorded
in the Clerk's Office of the
Circuit Court of the County
of Montgomery, Virginia in
Instrument No. 150009429,
the undersigned Substitute
Trustees will sell at public
auction on September 25,
2026, at 3:00 PM in front of
the building housing the
Montgomery County Circuit
Court, 55 East Main Street,
Christiansburg, VA 24073,
the property designated as
Lot number six (6), as
shown on plat entitled
"Survey for [...] Kaulback"
showing Subdivision of
45.86 acre tract, Mt. Tabor
District, Montgomery
County, Virginia, which plat
is dated June 18, 1979,
prepared by T.P. Parker
and Son, C.L.S., designated
no. 6256, and recorded in
the Clerk’s Office of the
Circuit Court in Montgomery
County, Virginia, in Plat
Book 9, page 197. Sale is
subject to all prior liens,
easements, restrictions,
covenants, and conditions,
if any, of record, or other
matters which would be
disclosed by an accurate
survey or inspection of the
premises. TERMS: CASH.
A deposit of $11,000.00 or
10% of the sale price,
whichever is lower, will be
required of the successful
bidder at time of sale. Prior
to the sale, interested
bidders will be required to
register with and must
present a bid deposit which
may be held during the sale
by the trustee. The bid
deposit must be certified
funds and/or cash, but no
more than $9,900.00 of
cash will be accepted. The
successful bidder’s deposit
will be retained at the sale
and applied to the sale
price. If held by the trustee,
all other bid deposits will be
returned to the unsuccessful
bidders. Settlement is to be
made within 15 calendar
days. The successful bidder
will be responsible for
obtaining possession of the
property, and for all costs
and fees related to
recording the Trustee’s

Deed, including the grantors
tax. The successful bidder
will be required to execute a
Memorandum of Trustee's
Sale, available for review on
the Foreclosure Sales page
of www.glasserlaw.com,
outlining additional terms of
sale and settlement. A
Trustee’s Deed will be
prepared by Trustee’s
attomey at high bidder’s
expense. Thisis a
communication from a debt
collector, Glasser and
Glasser, P.L.C. on behalf of
Atlantic Trustee Services,
L.L.C., and/or M. Brennan
Hutt d/b/a H&H Abstracting,
and/or NFPDS-VA LLC,
Substitute Trustees, Crown
Center Building, Suite 600,
580 East Main Street,
Norfolk, VA 23510, File No.
233457-02, Tel: (757) 321-
6465, between 10:00 a.m. &
12:00 noon only.

Legals -

Town of Vinton

VINTON TOWN
COUNCIL
NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

Please take notice that on
Tuesday, September 1,
2026, at 6:00PM, or as soon
thereafter as the matter may
be heard, in the Council
Chambers of the Vinton
Municipal Building, 311
South Pollard Street,
Vinton, Virginia, the Vinton
Town Council will hold
conduct a public hearing on
the following:
RESOLUTION NO. __

A RESOLUTION
PURSUANT TO VIRGINIA
CODE § 15.2-202
REQUESTING THAT THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
AMEND THE CHARTER
OF THE TOWN OF
VINTON TO REMOVE
AND/OR RESOLVE
INCONSISTENT,
OUTDATED, AND/OR
UNNECESSARY
LANGUAGE, TO CLARIFY
LANGUAGE REGARDING
THE TOWN MANAGER’S
AUTHORITY, AND TO
INCORPROATE OTHER
LANGUAGE REQUESTED
BY TOWN COUNCIL.

If adopted, the proposed
Resolution will permit the
Vinton Town Council to
request that the Virginia
General Assembly approve
the requested edits to the
Town’s Charter. A copy of
the proposed Resolution
may be examined either (i)
at the Office of the Town
Manager at 311 South
Pollard Street, Vinton,
Virginia 24179, from 9:00
a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday
through Thursday,

and by appointment on
Friday, or (i) on the Town’s
website
(www.vintonva.gov).
Citizens are encouraged to
review the proposed
Resolution, attend the
public hearing, and present
their views on the proposed
Resolution. Citizens also
may submit public
comments in writing to the
following email address:
mklawless@vintonva.gov,
by U.S. Mail to the Town
Manager’s Office,

311 South Pollard Street,
Vinton, VA, 24179, or by
hand-delivering comments
to the Town Manager's
Office. Comments will be
distributed to members of
Town Council and entered
into the minutes as public
records.

Individuals requiring
assistance to attend and
participate in public
hearings, or requiring
additional information on the
proposed Resolution,
should contact the Town
Manager’s Office at

(540) 983-0607 prior to the
meeting.

Megan Lawless

Town Clerk

STATEWIDE
ADS

AUCTIONS

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:

Promote your upcoming
auctions statewide!
Affordable Print and Digital
Solutions  reaching  your
target audience. Call this
paper or Commonwealth

Media  Solutions  804-
521-7570,  advertising@
commonwealth
mediasolutions.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

No more cleaning out
qutters. Guaranteed!
LeafFilter is backed by a no-
clog guarantee and lifetime
transferrable warranty.
Call today 1-877-614-
6667 to schedule a FREE
inspection and no obligation
estimate. Get 15% off your
entire order. Plus, Military
& Seniors get an additional
10% off. Limited time only.
Restrictions  apply, see
representative for warranty
and offer details.

Safe Step. North
Americas #1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive lifetime
warranty.  Top-of-the-line
installation and ~ service.
Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600
Off for a limited time! Call
today! Financing available.
Call Safe Step 1-877-591-
9950

Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now
to receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty  with  qualifying
purchase. Call 1-844-947-
1479 today to schedule
a free quote. It's not just
a generator. It's a power
move.

Replace your roof with the
best looking and longest
lasting material steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! Three
styles and multiple colors
available. Guaranteed
to last a lifetime! Limited
Time Offer up to 50% off
installation + Additional 10%
off install (for military, health
workers & 1st responders.)
Call Erie Metal Roofs:
1-844-902-4611

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested,
$525.00 + $89.00 court cost.
WILLS-$295.00. No court
appearance. Estimated
completion time twenty-one
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney
(Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol.
BBB  Member.  https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com

Consumer Cellular - the
same reliable, nationwide
coverage as the largest
carriers.  No  long-term
contract, no hidden fees
and activation is free. All
plans feature  unlimited
tak and text, starting at
just $20/month. For more
information, call 1-855-262-
5564

We Buy Houses for Cash
ASIS!

No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy three step
process: Call, get cash offer
and get paid. Get your fair
cash offer today by calling
Liz Buys Houses: 1-844-
216-5028

No other media offers the audience
of loyal, local, repeat readers you'll
reach through community

newspapers! We can target
your message, statewide
or regional.

Reach Over 1 Million Readers With This Ad!

Commonwealth
Contact Kelly McCauley Media Solutions
(804) 521-7580 ]

Let Commonwealth
Media Solutions do all
the work foryou ata

discounted
/ cost.

800 Tables!

Buy - Sell - Trade oS

RICHMOND GUN SHOW
AUGUST 22 - 23
 RICHHOND RACEWAY CONPLEX

600 E. Laburnum Ave., Richmond, VA 23222
VA & UT Concealed Carry Class | Sat. or Sun.
SUMMER SALE $30 OFF USE CODE SB115

GET YOUR
GUNS WHILE '
you STILL CAN!

540-951-1344 | info@ShowmastersGunShows.com | ShowmastersGunShows.com

(571) 2379138 | firearmtrainingstore.com

$1 Off One Aqyjt Agmission

Y You
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BUINENS SERVIGE

CARPET
RE-STRETCHING!
STEVEN W. DURRANCE
Craig County Health Center FLOORS
226 Market Street - New Castle, VA : — (@
Phone: (540) 864-6390 Fax: (540) 864-6356 Repairs » New Sales ¢ Expert \__/
*Physical Exams * X-ray Services 540-776-9591
* Laboratory Services * Acute Care Cell: 540-353-7908 540 404-9598
*Mental Health Services * Well Baby Checks Licensed & Insured 1002 APPERSON DR - SALEM, VIRGINIA 24153
ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS carpetroanoke.com
* o .
x¥x »* . . EADES & LOWER INSURANCE
& add _*; Residential and 5007 Carriage Dr., Suite 100 ; I you believe
. Roanoke, VA 24018 o and want to
LA /[ A7 Construction build it
; SHERRI STINNETTE HOLT
SOUTHERN TRACEY
BUILDING 3 540-966-0688 INSURANCE AGENT AN A DVE RT I S E /
*** ** PO Box 630 Cell (540)819-9179 « Office (540)981-1124 = .
xx X Daleville, VA 24083 sz (521@0) 9d81-123¢|3 R : - Place your ad here,
sherri@eadesandlower.com UTO | HOME
www.southerntracellc.com www.eadesandlower.com BUSINESS | LIFE call 540-389-9355
= ; : 12
“777 7] Rory “Tater” Benson, Sunflooring Inc. || \ i_"“"""‘“’ Sars
REALTOR® ; ' @V@ " Newspaper
- O STEVE SMITH | (% - = Advertsng
ey 540.353.7173 cell With over 40 years of experience || X | ‘ : Works!
| O 540.989.4555 office Specializine i | ;
B e, pecializing in Hardwood Floors, | = s
tbenson@mbkbrealtors.com Hardwood Refinishing, Laminate Flooring, 4 TO place
Engineered Floors, Ceramic Tile, -7
P MKB Carpet and Luxury Vinyl Plank Ij your ad here,
cooncc%m e 540-556-3100 / call 540-389-9355
Lisa Martin, REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains . .
Premier, REALTORS Colonial Title
(540) 597-0480
Lisa@Lisa2buy.com « www.Lisa2buy.com andsett[ement
Place your ad 1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
here. call Daleville, VA 24083
’ BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY .
-389- HomeServices Serving the Greater Botetourt & Roanoke Valle
540-389-9355 y
[B @AmemberofthefranchisesystemofBHHAf‘ﬁIiates,LLC Communities With a" your real estate needs

for residential, commercial, construction with
MLA services, Assist with 1031 Real Estate

AD \/ ERTI S E Exchanges, Purchases, Refinances and More!!!!

Call Loretta, Debbie or Kristi

HERE ! for your next move!

940-966-1260

To place your ad, call 540-389-9355 1215 Roanoke Road, Daleville

AUTOMOBILES SITUATIONS
FOR SALE WANTED

LASSIFIEDS-

Where the Deals Are! BUSINESS APARTMENTS
OPPORTUNITIES FOR RENT

The best place to

find |t,.seII it, CARAGE HOMES
buy it, & SALES FOR SALE

announce it.

To place your ad, call 389-9355
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Retu rn from page 2

Student Leadership Council member Cameron Earnest
helps Connor Turman get to his kindergarten class on
Wednesday, the first day.

classroom.

Fourth graders Abigail Browning and Carson
Bryant began the year in Mrs. Martin’s class, while
second graders Leila Moyers and Shylah Willis

Lette rs from page 3

Fourth graders Abigail Browning and Garson Bryant are
excited about their first day in Mrs. Martin’s class.

started another year at Breckinridge.

The first day marked the beginning of another
school year for students throughout Botetourt
County as the division’s 2026-27 academic year got

A
A 4
‘ i\! me
PHOTOS COURTESY OF MARCY WOHLFORD
Leila Moyers and Shylah Willis are proud second
graders this year.

underway.

~ Fincastle Herald staff report

letter that some alleged person (possibly anonymous?)
supposedly wrote which Mr. Tyson said was given to him
by “a supervisor” (anyone want to guess which one?).

Is it possible that all of this is just a charade? Did Mr.
Tyson prepare this alleged document and send it to “a
supervisor” and then have that supervisor give it to him so
he could spin this episode and attempt to gain sympathy
by claiming that he is the victim when he clearly is not?

Don't forget or overlook his despicable behavior at
the PC planning session on July 6 or his reprehensible
shouting and screaming profanity directed at a county
employee during the first recess of the Board of Supervisors
(BoS) meeting on July 28. And we have this “loose
cannon’ sitting on a county commission? Doesn't it appear
that he may be the intimidator rather than the one being
intimidated as he attempts to have us believe? Does he
need an anger management course? Does he need a course
on how to do the job of a planning commissioner? If the
job is so tough with no pay and he doesn’t even get all of
his expenses reimbursed, is there any alternative he can
take?

Thankfully, there are no other representatives of our
county who conduct themselves in such a shameful and

Su nflower from page 1

disgusting manner at public meetings. If there were, then
I am sure the members of the Chronic Complainers Club
(CCC) would cheer and applaud that type of conduct just
as they do when Mr. Tyson has these frequent tantrums!

And, to top it off; there was the ruse pulled by one who
apparently signed up to speak, but did not indicate the
public hearing in which she wished to be heard. When asked
by the chair, she said she just wanted to congratulate the PC.
When she was graciously given the opportunity to speak,
the first few words she said seemed to be congratulatory,
but she soon changed her tune and wanted to talk about
how poorly she thought Mr. Tyson was treated at the July 6
planning session when he shouted out in a loud, angry and
uncontrolled way. The chair immediately stopped her and
pointed out that comments from the public at PC meetings
are limited to the public hearing items. She thought she had
a clever way to circumvent the rules, but, thankfully, she got
caught and silenced and we didn't have to hear the same old
drivel from her that day!

I heard there was going to be a free clown show in the
early evening hours at the Daleville VEW on August 13, so
went to observe. I stayed in my car and watched for about an
hour. As I am not an Amsterdam District resident, I did not

go inside as some “privileged ones” did, nor did I attempt
to go inside and then complain about not being allowed in
because I was not an Amsterdam District resident, as did
another one who thinks the rules dont apply to her.

I'would like to have heard what the Google representative
had to say, but from what I have heard about that event
and not surprisingly, the CCC members acted just as they
do at other public meetings as they do not want to hear
anything which does not fit their narrative. I did notice
that all the clowns did not go into the meeting because
they were not Amsterdam District (or possibly not even
Botetourt County) residents, just people who have nothing
better to do and enjoy the company of many others who
never questioned the legally advertised and conducted
actions taken by the BoS in 2024, about which they now
constantly whine, moan and gripe and are heard to say “We
didnt know.”

And, thankfully, I had a copy of The Fincastle Herald
with me and was able to use it to keep the sun out of my
eyes so | would not miss a minute of the show!

Bob Parterson

Fincastle

Buchanan District

pretty.” .

The following year, Monaghan .
opened the field to the public, expecting  p.m.
about 300 visitors. Instead, 1,600 people .
attended. p.m.

The festival has since grown to .
welcome more than 20,000 visitors
annually. In 2023, the family also .
launched Gracely Hill, a wedding and
event venue ovetlooking the farm. .

An independent economic study

estimated the festival and related .
businesses generated $1.4 million in local ~ 5-7:30 p.m.
economic impact in 2023. .

The 2026 festival will run Sept. 11-20.

The schedule includes a sunflower beer .

release at AFOG Brewery in Buchanan
on Aug. 22 at 6 p.m., followed by the .

Friday, Sept. 11: 4-7 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 12: 10 a.m.-5

Sunday, Sept. 13: 10 a.m.-5

Tuesday, Sept. 15: Preschooler
Field Trip, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Tuesday, Sept. 15: Ticketed
Dinner, 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Sept. 16: Senior
Citizen Field Trip, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Wednesday, Sept. 16: Festival,

Thursday, Sept. 17: Special
Abilities Field Trip, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Friday,
Dinner, 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 19: 10 a.m.-5

Sept.  18: Ticketed

p.m.
The Field of Heroes will be open
whenever the festival is open.

available at BeaverDamSunflowers.com.

~ Fincastle Herald staff report

Tickets and additional information are

.\ N

PHOTOS COURTESY OF BEAVER DAM SUNFLOWERS

festival’s regular events in September. p.m. Visitors browse vendor tents surrounded by sunflowers during the annual Sunflower
The 2026 festival schedule is: . Sunday, Sept. 20: 10 a.m.-5 Festival.

B C PS from page 1
The division also and leaders, professional Davidick said both maintaining the county’s has entered into term August 12, and central

wants to streamline its development, mentoring

issues have been discussed culture and values.

office administrators
visited all 12 school sites.

contracts allowing it to

communication platforms
so families know where
to find information
while  continuing  to
communicate ~ BCPS’
educational impact.
Under “Every Student,”
the new priorities include
consistent division-wide
communication, expanded
career exploration and

preparation, supportive
and connected school
environments, and

opportunities for students
to lead, collaborate, and
create positive change.
« »
Every  Employee
focuses on developing
a pipeline of educators

Martin’s
Farm

818 Martins Lane
Fincastle

- %

Frozen sausage and
other pork products

NOW
OPEN

Monday thru
Saturday
9:30am-5:00pm

(540) 309-6106

and employee growth, and
recruitment and retention.

“Every Learning
Environment” includes
collaboration with local
leaders on educational
funding, a long-term
plan for modern learning
facilities, responsible use
of emerging technology,
and connections between
students and families and
community services.

The facilities portion
of the plan generated the
most discussion among
board members.

Board member Tim
Davidick said he was
generally supportive of
the reset but identified the
funding model review and
facilities modernization as
two areas of concern.

Stockyard Report

Monday’s sale at the
Roanoke-Hollins Stockyard:

69 Head

Bottle Calves $650.00-
$900.00
r teer
400-499 $391.00
600-699 $351.00

Graded Bulls
400-499 $300.00-394.00
500-599 $366.00-371.00

r Heifer
300-399 $379.00
400-499 $350.00-358.00
500-599 $316.00-355.00
600-699 $300.00-322.00

Kill Cows $54.00-165.00

Kill Bulls $195.50-200.50

for approximately 20 years
and urged the division to
accelerate its work.

“I think it’s time to
put the pedal to the
metal and do something
about it,” Davidick said,
adding that facilities are
declining faster than the
division is developing

plans.
Chair Anna Weddle
said she and board

member Dana McCaleb
participated in  the
strategic direction
committee and that local
leaders had been invited
to participate or observe
the four meetings.

“No one came to any
of the four meetings,”
Weddle said.

Davidick said the
facilities issue should
serve as a “call to arms”
for the community and
county leaders.

He said he joined
the School Board in
part to help make the
school division attractive
to growth while

[ CROSSWORD ANSWERS |

N

“But we’re going to
become... a caricature of
what a disaster can look

like,” Davidick said.

McCaleb said the
condition of the
buildings does not reflect
what happens inside
them.

“Our  buildings are

not a reflection of what
we are as a county,
McCaleb said.
Superintendent  Dr.
Janet Womack said
the strategic planning
process was positive and
that the division intends
to continue seeking
collaboration as the
initiatives move forward.

“We do want our
facilities to reflect the
magic that happens

every day and our high
performance,” Womack
said.

Womack said BCPS is
preparing for a facilities
study that will be larger
than any conducted by
the division in more than
a decade. The division

work with a third party,
and representatives from
one organization have
already toured both high
schools and BTEC.

Once the study begins,
Womack said the data
collection and facility
review are expected to
take three to four months,
followed by presentations
and facilitated discussions.
She  expects  those
conversations to begin by
the end of the semester.

Following the
discussion, Weddle
opened a  required

public hearing to allow
residents to comment on
the strategic direction
reset. No members of
the public spoke, and the
hearing was closed. No
action was taken on the
strategic direction during
the meeting.

In her superintendent’s
report, Womack also
reported a smooth start to
the 2026-27 school year.
BCPS recorded 4,368
students on the first day,

PUBLIC NOTICE

The next regular meeting of the Botetourt Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors will be held on Tues-
day, August 25, 2026, beginning at 2:00 p.m. at
the Botetourt County Administration Center at
57 South Center Drive in Daleville, Virginia.

For information regarding this meeting, please
see www.botetourtva.gov or contact the County
Administrator’s Office at 540-928-2006.

www. FincastleHerald.com

Womack said the
division was fully staffed
in certificated positions
on the first day, although
classified positions remain
open.

She also  reported
continued improvement
in Advanced Placement
performance. The
percentage of AP exams
earning a qualifying score
of 3 or higher increased
from 73% in 2022 to
87% in 2026.

The board also
received an  update
from Becky Stackhouse,
branch executive
director of the Botetourt
Family YMCA, on

programs provided in
partnership wicth BCPS,
including after-school
programming, camps,
water-safety instruction,
and other student
programs.

The YMCA’s
presentation fit within
the strategic direction’s
emphasis on connecting
students and families
with community
services. Last year, 128
students participated in
Y After School, while 59
participated in all-day
care, 62 in winter camp
and 32 in spring camp.

To watch the August
meeting in its entirety,
visit  beps.live/archives.
To review the “reset” of
BCPS’s strategic plan, go
to  hteps://sites.google.
com/bcps.k12.va.us/
strategicdirection/home.
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Top three James River golfers off to a great start

The James River golfers are in Giles County
today to participate in a “Throwback” match
with some of the Knights’ former district rivals.
The match will be held at the Castle Rock
Golf Club with a 1 p.m. tee off time.

This will be the Knights' fourth match in
the span of nine days. The busy stretch began
last Tuesday at the Hobbs Hole course in
Tappahannock against Rappahannock High
School. The team shot a collective 324 with
Mason Gilliland leading the charge with a 72.
Landon Bolling was close behind with a 75
and Braden Persinger shot an 82.

Last Thursday, August 13, the Knights
hosted a match at the Botetourt Golf & Swim
Club. It was a tght match with Radford
leading the way at 308. Floyd County was
two strokes back at 310 and James River
wasnt far behind at 318. River seniors Bolling

fourth score.”

and Gilliland both shot two over par 73 and
sophomore Persinger shot four over par 75.
“Our top three golfers are having a great
year,” said River coach Donna Cox. “We are
continuing to work hard at getting a solid

The Knights were back on the links on
Monday of this week as they traveled to White
Sulphur Springs for a round at the challenging
Greenbriar Course. Once again the team was
led by Bolling, who scorched the course with
a five under par 69 under wet conditions.

Gilliland was also impressive on the difficult

course, shooting even par 74, and Persinger
had a solid third score with an 81.

After today’s match the Knights will take a
break, returning to action Thursday, August
27, with match at the Hanging Rock Country
Club in Roanoke County.

Lord Botetourt golfers play at I
Ashley Plantation next week

The Blue Ridge
District golfers played a
round at the Mariners
Landing Country Club
on the shores of Smith
Mountain Lake last
Thursday.  Northside
had the low score with a
nine-hole 158 and Lord
Botetourt was second at
161.

Jackson Taylor and
Jonah Dunker tied for
the low score for LB with

39 each. That was four
strokes behind Northside’s
Ryland Stump, who took
medalist honors with a
35. Also scoring for LB
were Cole Cecil at 41 and
Derek Bond at 42.

Lord Botetourt’s team
score of 161 was one
stroke better than third
place Franklin County
at 162. William Byrd
shot 173 and Staunton
River had a 181. William

Fleming had just two
players on the course.
The Cavaliers were
scheduled to host a
district match at the
Botetourt Golf & Swim
Club on Tuesday of this
week but results were
too late for publication.
The Cavs will be back
in action next Tuesday,
August 25, with a match
at the Ashley Plantation
beginning at 1 p.m.

Volleyball season begins next week

The Virginia High School League volleyball season
officially begins next week with the first games scheduled
for Monday. James River and Lord Botetourt teams will
open their seasons on Tuesday, August 25, both at home.

Fi ncaStIe from page 1

while general fund revenues
totaled  approximately
$348,000. Stone said the
water and sewer fund has
experienced  “slow  but
steady” growth, with net
position  increasing from
about $700,000 in 2021

to approximately $1.069
million in 2025.
The town’s asset-to-

liability ratio was 5.4, which
Stone described as strong.

“We like what we're
seeing,” Stone said, while
noting that inflation has
begun causing financial
difficulties  for  some
localities. He had not yet
reviewed Fincastles 2026
financial numbers.

Mayor  Smith  asked
whether the COVID-
19 relief funds the town
received contributed to
some of the growth shown
in the audit materials. Stone
said the funding accounted
for a significant portion of
the increase, as the town
used the money for projects
including electronic water
meters and infiltration and
inflow studies rather than its
own funds.

Smith said the town has
intentionally built financial
reserves because of the age of
its wastewater infrastructure.

“We have tried to build up
a nest egg because we know
that if something happens
with our wastewater, that
its going to be expensive,”

Smith said.

Stone  recommended
that the town consider
developing a longer-term
capital improvements plan
for its water and sewer
system. Smith said the
town has tried to maintain
a three- to five-year outlook
but acknowledged that
major infrastructure needs
are difficult to predict.

Council member Jim
Reynolds asked whether
the town would have to
repay any of its COVID-
19 funding. Smith said it
would not, provided the
money is spent on eligible
infrastructure projects by the
required deadline. The town
is on track to spend the

funds by the end of the year.
Following the audit
presentation, council

approved its August bills and

reviewed the July treasurer’s

reports.

The  council then
approved using up to
$50,000 in remaining
COVID-19 relief funds

toward a backup generator
for the town’s main water
well.

Town Manager Melanie
McFadyen said the town
had obtained quotes for a
diesel-powered  generator
equipped with an automatic
transfer switch, allowing it
to activate automatically
without someone having to
travel to the well.

Under current conditions,
McFadyen said the town
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James River will host Staunton River to open the
season next Tuesday, then travel to Buena Vista to take
on Parry McCluer on August 27. The Knights have a
home scrimmage Thursday against Liberty.

Lord Botetourt is home to Patrick Henry next
Tuesday to open the season. Then, on Thursday of next

could reach a boiled-water
situation after approximately
eight to 10 hours without
power at the well. Another
eight to 10 hours without
a generator could result in
portions of town running
out of water. The proposed
generator would provide
approximately another 24
hours of capacity.

The generator meets a
preferred FEMA  standard
and could eventually be
moved to the town’s other
well site if necessary.

McFadyen said the town’s
electronic water meters came
in approximately $40,000
to $45,000 under budget.
The town determined the
remaining COVID funds
could be redirected toward
the generator  because
the money would stll be
used for eligible water and
wastewater infrastructure.

Council approved the
motion. McFadyen said
the town also has a grant
application pending that
could provide funding for an
additional backup generaror.

The council also received
an update on sidewalks
following a meeting with
the Virginia Department of
Transportation.

Three primary locations
were discussed: the sidewalk
on Church Street between
Back and Main streets,
the sidewalk on Murray
Street  between Church
and Roanoke streets, and

the sidewalk in front of
the probation office. The
town also asked VDOT to
examine an uneven sidewalk
in front of the Botetourt
Chamber of Commerce
and deteriorating brick
sidewalks.

McFadyen said VDOT
representatives received
photographs and visited the
locations. Smith said she was
optimistic the agency would
address at least some of the
problems.

The town also discussed
a recent incident involving
an 18-wheeler at Main and
Hancock streets. The truck
reportedly struck  signs,
damaged the sidewalk and
had difficulty making the
turn before leaving the area.
Smith said the town has a
photograph of the trucks
tags and plans to contact the
Botetourt County Sheriff’s
Office.

The incident renewed
discussion about establishing
a truck route through
Fincastle, which town
officials said would require
action by the county.

Smith said Fincastle streets
are expected to be paved
before October, with streets
immediately surrounding the
courthouse construction to
be paved next year after the
project is complete.

The town also plans to
pursue digital speed-limit
signs that flash when vehicles
exceed the posted speed.

week, the Cavaliers will head to Christiansburg for a
match against the team that eliminated them from the
Region 3D tournament last fall.

Look for previews of the James River and Lord
Botetourt teams in a special Fall Sports Preview section
of next week’s Fincastle Herald.

The newly renovated gazebo at Big Spring Park is
shown following recent improvements.

At Big Spring DPark,
council members praised
the nearly completed gazebo
project and work on the
parks  monument. The
stonework on the monument
was completed by Bert
Perkey  at Cornerstone
Masonry and gazebo work
was done by Blue Mountain
Construction’s Jacob
Martin. The fence is nearly
finished, with gates still to be
completed, and the town is
considering replacing boards
on the bridge.

The town also plans to
apply for a $50,000 non-
matching,  reimbursable
Virginia Department of
Forestry grant to remove
invasive plants from the park.

If awarded, a second phase
would focus on replacing
some of the vegetation with
native hardwood trees.

McFadyen also reported
on maintenance work
completed at the town office
by Dennis Webb, induding
work on locks, doors, blinds,
gutters and landscaping.

The town is continuing
work on an update to its
comprehensive plan.
McFadyen said surveys will
soon be mailed to Fincastle
addresses, with additional
copies available at the library.

The councils next
meeting is scheduled for
Sept. 10 at 7 p.m. at the
Fincastle Volunteer Fire
Department.

Among the most significant
topics was the projects potential
water use.

Google representatives  said
the current agreement with the
Western Virginia Water Authority
reserves capacity for up to 2
million gallons of water per day.
They emphasized that the figure
represents a maximum capacity
reservation and does not necessarily
reflect the projects expected
average daily consumption.

Representatives  said Google
would purchase potable water
from the Water Authority and
would be subject to the same
drought-related  curtailments as
other customers.

Residents questioned whether
the project would receive
preferential  treatment  from
the Water Authority. Google
representatives said the company is
acustomer like other businessesand
is not treated differently because it
is a data center. Residents disputed
that characterization, according to
the county’s Q&A.

Google said it has investigated
water-reuse systems for the project
but determined that a reuse
system was not feasible under the
circumstances presented by the
local water system. Representatives
said the company is evaluating
potential  water-replenishment
projects within the applicable
watershed, but no specific project
had been selected.

Representatives did not provide
a specific contingency plan for
what would happen if Google
could not identify an acceptable
replenishment  project.  The
company also did not provide a
specific Carvins Cove reservoir
level at which the project would
no longer receive water, saying that
determination would be made by
the Water Authority.

Google representatives said the
project remains in an early stage,
with site work anticipated during
the third quarter of 2026, subject
to required local permits. Vertical
construction is anticipated to
begin in 2027.

The county has approved site
plans for limited mass grading,
while the project continues to
work through land-disturbance
permitting needed for broader site
work.

The project also has not received
approval from the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, according
to the Q&A. Representatives
said environmental permitting
involving the Virginia Department
of Environmental Quality and the
Army Corps remains underway,
including  reviews involving
potential impacts to wetlands and
streams.

Google representatives  said
wetlands and  streams  were
identified during the projects
initial due diligence and that
any impacts would be subject
to state and federal permitting
requirements.

Residents also asked about a
portion of the Greenfield property
that was clear-cut before the
project was publicly announced.
Representatives said the county
had issued a timber permit while
it owned the property but did
not provide the exact date of the
permit. Follow-up information
was promised.

The question of whether the
clear-cutting required a land-
disturbance permit was not
definitively answered.

The first planned data center
building is now expected to use air
cooling rather than water cooling.
Google representatives said the
change was made primarily because
of project timing and would allow

the first building to proceed
more quickly without the same
water-cooling infrastructure. They
acknowledged that air cooling is
more expensive and requires more
electricity for cooling.

The cooling method for the
other two planned buildings has
not been finalized. Representatives
said water cooling remains under
consideration for those facilities.

Google representatives  also
acknowledged that air cooling
could produce more noise. The
company said it has an internal
standard calling for sound levels
at the property boundary of
approximately 55 decibels.

Planned noise mitigation
includes equipment enclosures,
sound monitoring, vegetation,
setbacks and site and building
design. Representatives did not
provide a detailed plan for where
noise-monitoring  equipment
would be placed. They also did
not have exact specifications for
generator mufflers and promised
follow-up information.

The project is expected to
use diesel generators as backup
power. Google representatives
acknowledged that the generators
produce emissions and said they
will be regulated by the Virginia
DEQ.

Representatives  said  the
generators are not intended to
operate  continuously  under
normal conditions and that Google
can shift computing workloads to
other facilities during periods of
high electrical demand.

Residents also  questioned
how construction could affect
neighboring wells and historic
properties.

The  representatives  said
geotechnical studies are being
conducted to evaluate groundwater
conditions and idendfy wells

on adjacent properties. They
said the goal is to understand
existing conditions and prevent
construction from  adversely
affecting neighboring wells.

Google did not providea specific
contractual guarantee to repair a
neighboring well if construction
were determined to have caused
damage. Residents also requested
baseline testing of neighboring
wells before construction, but
representatives did not provide a
definitive commitment to conduct
independent baseline testing,.

Blasting could be required
during construction, although
Google  representatives  said
geotechnical studies were still
underway to determine the
amount of rock present and
whether blasting  would be
necessary. Representatives  said
any blasting would be subject to
regulatory requirements, advance
notification and  geotechnical
studies.

The project also remains
subject to environmental reviews
concerning wetlands, streams
and threatened and endangered
species. Representatives referenced
the tricolored bat as an endangered
species relevant to the area but
said it had not been identified
on the portion of the site being
developed.

They said the project remains
planned for three data center
buildings along with an office-type
building described as a university
or hub facility. They said the site
is effectively capped at the planned
number of data center buildings.

They also said the facility is a
private Google Data Center and is
not being developed for the federal
government or military.

Google identified employment,
economic development, tax revenue
and infrastructure  investment

among the potental benefits of
the project, but representatives did
not provide a specific number of
permanent or construction jobs
during the meeting,

On udility rates, representatives
said  infrastructure  investment
associated with the project could
prevent some costs from being
passed on to utility ratepayers. They
did not guarantee that Botetourt
County residents would see lower

udility bills as a direct result of the

project.
Residents also asked about
potential health effects,

electromagnetic fields and property
values. The Q&A notes that no
site-specific long-term  health
study concerning electromagnetic
exposure was identified during the
meeting. The representatives also
did not present an independent
study establishing how the project
would affect surrounding property
values.

Several other questions remain
open, including whether Google
would have a contractual obligation
to restore the property if the data
center were abandoned.

Google representatives offered
to provide additional information
on topics including water use,
water replenishment, wastewater
chemistry, timber permits, generator
specifications and environmental
studies.

The Southwest Virginia Data
Center Transparency Alliance
(SWVA DCTA) criticized the
meeting’s limited attendance,
calling it a “private town hall,”
and saying residents challenged
Google’s responses. The group also
criticized the exclusion of media
and characterized the meeting as
lacking transparency.

The county’s Q&A is available
at  hops://www.botetourtva.

gov/1071/Google-QA.



PAGE 12

www.fincastleherald.com

THE FINCASTLE HERALD - WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19, 2026

P

orts

www.fincastleherald.com

Brian
Hoffman

Sports
Editor

VMI PHOTO

Owen Prince, a graduate of Lord Botetourt High School, has signed with the
Pittshurgh Pirates after playing at VMI.

Prince signs contract
with Pittsburgh Pirates

Owen Prince, a Lord Botetourt High
School graduate who played baseball at
Virginia Military Institute, has signed
a contract to play in the Major League
Baseball Pittsburgh Pirates organization.
Owen is currently in Bradenton, Fla., at
the Pirates’ spring training facility and
will be playing in some controlled games
for a few weeks hoping to get moved
to their low A team, which is also in
Bradenton.

Owen, who played for LB with his
twin brother Nate, hit .403 as a Cavalier
senior in the spring of 2022. He was
a catcher for Lord Botetourt and split
time between catcher and the outfield at
VMI as a freshman and sophomore. He
was strictly a centerfielder as a junior in
2025 and was third nationally with 46
stolen bases.

This past spring, as a senior, Owen

was named to the Preseason All-SoCon
second-team as an outfielder, collected
SoCon All-Defensive Team honors and
led the conference with 29 stolen bases
to rank in the top 10 in program history.
He scored a team-high 62 runs to rank
in the top 10 in single-season history,
reached base safely a record-tying 43
straight games and led the team with
three triples. Owen had 19 muld-hit
games while slashing .307/.371/.444
with 63 hits.

For his four-year career Prince ranks
first in program history with 103 stolen
bases, second with a .457 on-base clip,
fourth with 173 runs and 132 walks, and
10ch with 34 hit by pitches.

Owen is the son of former LB baseball
standout Bobby Prince and wife Karen.
His brother Nate played baseball for
Roanoke College.

Underwood is new
athletic director at Lord
Botetourt High School

Lord Botetourt High
School has a new athletic
director, and just in time.
Candace Underwood was
approved for the position
last week with school already
in session.

Underwood didnt have
to go far to move her stuff.
She’s been a Health and
Physical Education teacher
in the county for 26 years
and has moved her office
from the LB gym to the
AD digs high above the high
school basketball court.

“I'm so very excited to be
the new athletic director for
Lord Botetourt,” she said. “I
consider it such a privilege
to be chosen to lead a school
with such a strong tradition
of success.”

Underwood has a solid
background in high school
athletics. A 1994 graduate
of Glenvar High School,
she was a member of the
volleyball, softball and cheer
teams for the Highlanders.
She then studied at Virginia
Tech and graduated in 1998.

Candace came to Lord
Botetourt High  School
in 2001. She coached JV
volleyball for the first three
years then moved into the
varsity head coaching job
until 2008 when she stepped
away to spend more time
with her young children. In
more recent years she has
been serving the past two
seasons as the assistant coach
on the Unified Track team.
As AD, she will no longer be
a teacher.

“It was bittersweet for me,
after having spent the past
26 years teaching to leave

the classroom,” she said.
“But I'm excited to begin a
new chapter working with
student athletes in a new
capacity.”

Underwood replaces Tim
Fulton, who resigned to take
a similar position at Smith
Mountain Lake Christian
Academy. Fulton left the
position in mid-July after
four years on the job. Fulton
replaced popular AD Chuck
Pound, who retired following
the 2021-22 school year.
Pound made the transition
easy for Fulton, and Tim
hoped to do the same for his
successor despite the timing
of the move. Candace was
planning for the school
athletic year even before she
was officially confirmed.

“It is certainly a busy
time of year right now with

LBHS PHOTO
Candace Underwood is the new athletic director at
Lord Botetourt High School.

all of the fall sports starting
up the week I began, but
Mt. Fulton left things ready
to go for me to just jump
right in and hit the ground
running,” she said. “I spent
the past two years serving
as his assistant so that really
helped prepare me for the
job ahead. I'm also very
thankful to have amazing
people supporting me in the
building. Myadministration,
bookkeepers, coaches and
co-workers have been so
helpful. We truly have a
great team and that makes
the job even better.

‘I am looking forward
to seeing all the exciting
accomplishments  this
upcoming  school year
will bring for our student
athletes, coaches, school and
community.”

|
e wic i

APPLY, CALCULATE
PAYMENTS, UPLOAD
DOCUMENTS, AND GET
QUICK ANSWERS—

ALL IN OUR MOBILE APP!

NMLS #476841

Welcome, .
You have 1 task

Know someone thinking of buying

‘ﬁ@ ahome?

DOWNLOAD OUR
MOBILE APP TODAY!

Virginia Mountain
Mortgage

A DIVISION OF BANK OF BOTETOURT

N/ /\/\/ /
/N7 /N N\/N\

Loan Application
Urgent: Needs to be completed

—

The Lo

County in Springwood.

The high school football season
is officially here, at least for Lord
Botetourt. The Cavaliers will play their
first varsity game of the season this
Saturday when LB plays Rye Cove at
Emory & Henry’s Fred Selfe Stadium.
Kick-off is set for 7 p.m.

The LB-Rye Cove game is not just
the only game in town, it’s one of just
five games in Virginia to open the season
on the “zero week.” The other games in
the state this weekend find Richlands
at Virginia High, Rappahannock
County at Greenbrier Christian, Twin
Springs hosting Providence Academy
of Tennessee, and Holston at the
new Southern Gap High, which has
combined Grundy, Hurley, Council,
and Twin Valley student bodies. All
except the Botetourt game will be
played on Friday night.

Lord Botetourt will be the official
“home” team for this game but it’s
no place like home. The same two
played on the zero date last year and
LB won 49-12. Rye Cove is a Class 1
school in the Region 1D Cumberland
District. After losing to LB in the
opener last year the Eagles won 11 of
their next 14 games and advanced to the
VHSL Class 1 championship at Salem
Stadium, losing to Rappahannock in
the championship game, 49-14.

Friday will be the Lord Botetourt
High head coaching debut for Nick
Leftwich, who replaces Jamie Harless
after 14 straight winning seasons.

rd Botetourt foothall team had an inter-squad scrimmage last Friday night
in Daleville while the James River team scrimmaged Craig County and Rockbridge

Cavaliers open the season for real this Saturday at Emory & Henry

Harless departed to take the head
coaching job at Union High School in
Big Stone Gap, not far from where he
grew up.

“I haven’t seen them on film yet, but
I know they have some size,” Leftwich
said of Rye Cove last weekend. “They’re
a deep southwest team so you know
they’re going to play smash-mouth
football. They run a double wing and
wing-T and spread it out a lictle.”

As far as playing at Emory & Henry,
Leftwich has some history there. He
was on the team at UVA-Wise when
the team played there and he was also
at Emory for a team camp when Nick
was an assistant coach at Graham High
School.

“It’s not Division I, but it’s a nice
stadium,” said Leftwich.

As far as playing on the zero date,
Nick isnt crazy about it but he’s adapted.
He’s changed the offensive scheme from
what Harless ran and has had one less
week to do so.

“We need to be dialed in early,” he
said. “For most people this week is their
second scrimmage so we've had to get
ready a little quicker. We've figured out
the bread and butter but we'll still need
to add the side dishes later on.”

This is the second year of the two-
year schedule, and LB won’t be playing
on the zero date when the new schedule
comes out in 2027. Next year theyll
open with Ambherst County on the
traditional week one.

Knights will host football scrimmage
with Nelson County Friday

The James River football team will host
Nelson County in the final scrimmage of
the preseason for both teams this Friday
night. The scrimmage is scheduled for
6 p.m. in Springwood and there is no
charge.

River coach Jack Baker is quite familiar
with the Nelson program. He was the
head coach there for three years before
returning to his alma mater, James River
High School, for the 2025 season. Both
teams were 5-5 and made the playoffs
last year, but that won't be a factor Friday
as both Baker and Governors’ coach Ben
Butler will be sizing up their troops for
when the real games begin on August 28.

The Knights were also home last
Friday, scrimmaging Craig County and
Rockbridge County. Craig runs a single
wing offense, something River probably
won't see in any regular season game
this year. However, Baker feels it’s still a
great benefit to his team as the Rockets

are physical and expecting to have a big
season.

“It was very worthwhile,” he said.
“They make you play football on the line
of scrimmage, and that’s very important.
I thought we competed very well.”

After Friday’s scrimmage the Knights
will open the regular season with two
more home games, on August 28
with Auburn and September 4 with
Blacksburg. They won’t play a scrimmage
or game on the road until they head to
Buena Vista on September 11 to play
Parry McCluer.
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