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COVID-19 vaccine arrives at Carilion
Clinic, first doses administered
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The first 4,000 COVID-19 vaccines arrived Monday at Carilion Roanoke Memorial Hospital. The vaccines were

administered first to front-line workers directly responsible for patient care.

Carilion Clinic received its first
shipment of 4,000 COVID-19 vac-
cines Monday and began adminis-
tering the vaccine Tuesday morning
to front-line workers with direct pa-
tient care responsibilities at Carilion
Roanoke Memorial Hospital, the
ones who are most likely to be ex-
posed to the coronavirus.

“The light at the end of the CO-
VID-19 tunnel is getting a licde
brighter,” said Chad Alvarez, senior
director of pharmacy and the leader
of Carilion’s COVID-19 Vaccine
Task Force. “This is an exciting step

forward in the fight against this pan-
demic.”

Front-line healthcare workers in
Carilion’s emergency departments
and COVID units were among the
first to be vaccinated. Officials ex-
pect to receive additional shipments
in the coming weeks. Per Centers for
Disease Control (CDC) and Vir-
ginia Department of Health (VDH)
guidance, the general public should
have more access to the vaccines in
the spring and summer of 2021.

“In the meantime, it’s critical to
remember that we all must double

down on the precautions we are
taking to protect ourselves and
each other,” said Dr. Paul Skolnik,
an infectious disease specialist and
chair of the department of medicine
at Carilion. “Keep washing your
hands, wearing your masks, avoiding
large gatherings and remaining dis-
tant from each other. Those actions
and the COVID-19 vaccines will be
what beat this pandemic.”

Details of vaccine shipments in-
cluding the timing, exact destina-
tions and storage locations will not
be disclosed to ensure security.

Drug bust by Radford Police
nets arrest of Wytheville resident

RADFORD -- A drug bust
Tuesday morning, Dec. 15, by
the Radford City Police Depart-
ment in pursuant of a search war-
rant in the 1500 Block of Tyler
Ave. resulted in the confisca-
tion of two pounds of suspected
methamphetamine along with
about half a pound of marijuana
and the arrest of Erin Wailson,

27, of Wytheville.

Wilson was charged with pos-
session with the intent to distrib-
ute more than one ounce, but less
than five pounds of marijuana
and possession with the intent to
distribute 100 grams or more of
methamphetamine. She is cur-
rently being held in the New River
Valley Regional Jail with no bond.

L

Erin Wilson of Wytheville is in the NRV
Regional Jail after being arrested
by Radford Police and charged with
intent to distribute bhoth marijuana
and methamphetamine.

Finding a new home in
the dome during COVID-19

The skyline of Virginia Tech’s
north campus has experienced a
dramatic change recently — and it

happened in less than 48 hours.
Standing out in stark con-
trast to the familiar facade of

PHOTO BY CHIRAVI PATEL FOR VIRGINIA TECH

The dome was assembled in less than 48 hours, thanks in part to
a professional team from the manufacturer, Pacific Domes. The
2,900-square-foot structure, located hetween Cowgill and Bishop-
Favrao halls, is being used by students and faculty for exhibitions, pin-

ups and small gatherings.

Cowgill Hall, a bright whicte,
2,900-square-foot geodesic dome
now bridges the gap to Bishop-
Favrao Hall and adds a futuristic
aura to its Hokie Stone surround-
ings. As part of the College of
Architecture and Urban Studies’
COVID-19 action plan, the dome
will provide additional space to
host faculty teaching, student
pin-ups and small gatherings into
the spring 2021 semester.

The structure will not only
serve as a temporary substitute
for several instructional rooms in
Cowgill that now house socially-
distanced studio desks, but it will
also be open to students and fac-
ulty across the college who are
looking for flexible space solu-
tions.

“We're at a crucial moment be-
cause of COVID-19,” said Enric
Ruiz-Geli, a professor of practice
in the architecture program who
also serves as the college’s direc-

See Dome, page 2

News Brief: “The Voice’

features former RU student

Sid Kingsley, a native of Branch-
ville, Va., and a former music stu-
dent at Radford University, be-
came a fan favorite on Season 19
of “The Voice” before he was even-
tually eliminated from the show.

During the show’s blind audi-
tions, the 37-year-old Kingsley

took to the stage and quickly won
over coaches and fans alike with his
cover of Bob Dylan’s “Don’t Think
Twice, It’s All Right” and his pow-
erhouse vocals and soulful singing
style. Three of the coaches turned
their rotating red chairs, and Kelly
Clarkson later said she wished she

had turned around as well.

During the course of the sea-
son, Kingsley worked with three
of the four coaches. He first chose
to join Team Legend before mak-
ing his way to Team Kelly and
eventually getting stolen by Team
Blake.
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Governor provides
hoost for NRV
passenger rail service

Virginia Gov. Ralph
Northam is proposing a
new state budget that in-
cludes an estimated $50
million for the push for
passenger rail service to
the New River Valley.

The governor made his
announcement Tuesday
during a meeting of the
state budget committee.

The plan has stalled for
over two years after the
Town of Christiansburg
purchased a proposed site
near the town’s Aquatic
Center for a rail station.

The new state fund-
ing would provide mon-
ey for right-of-way and
easement  acquisitions.
Previous state funding
was approved for a study
with Norfolk Southern to
determine what type of
infrastructure  upgrades
would be required to
share the tracks with pas-
senger rail traffic.

The rail giant has said
such a report is on hold
because of COVID-19 as-
sociated problems.

A group called “New
River Valley Passenger
Rail 2020” remains op-
timistic about having
passenger service in the
region.

Gaining such service
requires the coopera-
tion of Norfolk South-
ern, which must agree to
share the rail line with
Amtrak. The proposed
study would determine
how much money would
be needed to upgrade the
line to allow for travel for
the much higher speed
Amtrak requires.

Larry  Hincker, a
spokesman for NRV Pas-
senger Rail 2020, said
the group knows there
is strong demand for the
service based on a survey
conducted by the Re-
gional Commission. In
a past interview, he said
the group believes that a
significant portion of the
Roanoke boardings come
from the New River Val-
ley and that Roanoke has
had the largest year-over-
year increase in board-
ings in Virginia. “Those
are all

positive signs.
So, we remain hopeful,”
Hincker said.

The city of Bristol re-
cently released its own
findings that forecast an-
nual ridership for Chris-
tiansburg to be 40,200
with hopes the passenger
service could stretch deep
into southwest Virginia.
A Bristol stop would gen-
erate annual ridership of
23,600. Currently, a stop
in Roanoke is averaging
97,600 riders per year.

The Bristol study was a
joint effort with the Vir-
ginia Tobacco Regional
Commission, the U.S.
Department of Agricul-
ture, the Appalachian Re-
gional Commission and
the City of Bristol.

New River Valley lead-
ers had hoped passenger
rail service could start
by 2020, but the overall
project has halted with
no projected start time in
VIEW.

The Town of Chris-
tiansburg recenty pur-
chased additional proper-
ty near the aquatic center
that would provide land
for either a platform or
a station. The purchase
consisted of five parcels
totaling 6.82 acres with
the majority lying to the
south of the current dou-
ble tracks.

Initially, the Virginia
General Assembly  ap-
proved $350,000 for a
study to determine what
improvements are needed
to the current freight line
in Southwest Virginia.

The  train  station
would be owned on a
regional basis by locali-
ties throughout the NRV.
Early estimates say the
facility would cost an es-
timated $4 million.

Passenger service was
initially stopped in the
area in the mid-60s, but
Norfolk Southern contin-
ued its own version un-
til 1979 when passenger
service was stopped com-
pletely.

A preliminary report
shows a passenger service
into NRV could attract
16,000 to 20,000 riders
a year. The discussion in-
cludes a possible passen-
ger route out of Roanoke
where service has been in
operation since 2017.

Former Frank’s
Cinema in Blackshurg
sold for third time

The former Frank’s
Cinema, located at 1614
S. Main St. in Blacksburg,
has a new owner for the
third time in five years.

B&B Theatres, based in
Liberty, Mo., has assumed
ownership and operations
of the 11-screen facility
and thus has established
the company’s first pres-
ence in the common-
wealth.

In a statement earlier
this week, the company
said operations will re-
sume immediately and
in time for the Christmas
Day opening of Wonder
Woman 1984. The com-
pany said plans to assume
control of the attached
bowling lanes, arcade, and
restaurant in early 2021
are in the works, along
with a few branding and
aesthetic updates to better
align the facility with the
B&B standard.

The Frank Theatres

group, the original owner

of the facility, filed for
Chapter 11 Bankruptcy
two years ago, and the
theatre’s doors were shut-
tered. Cinergy Entertain-
ment took over operations
a short time later before
Paragon Theaters, a Flor-
ida-based company, as-
sumed management. Para-
gon then sold the rights to
B&B earlier this month.

The 60,000-square-foot
complex originally opened
in January 2017 and was
an anchor for the First and
Main Shopping Center.
Frank’s also had operated
a bowling alley and a res-
taurant, which has since
become independent of
the theatre.

Founded in 1924, B&B
Theatres is the eighth-
largest theater chain in the
United States, operating
400 screens at 50 locations
in Florida, Iowa, Kansas,
Missouri, Mississippi,
Oklahoma, Texas and now
Virginia.
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Community Foundation grants more than

$157,000 to 54 local nonprofits in 2020

Throughout the fall,
the Community Foun-
dation of the New
River Valley (CFNRV)
awarded $157,645 in
grants to 54 nonprofit

COVID-19 pandemic,
the foundation’s board
of directors decided to
award only operational
support, giving organi-
zations maximum flex-

expanding the amount
of money available to
award this year. Public
contributions totaled al-
most $10,000, making
the first year of the grant

awarded over $76,000
in COVID-19 Response
Grants, and we were ad-
mittedly unsure about
how much additional
money we could award

organizations through ibility to put the money catalog a great success. this fall. But our donors
its Responsive Grant where it is needed most. The annual awards and the broader com-
Program. Nonprofits could apply celebration that gathers munity really stepped

The foundation man-
ages more than $10.6
million in more than
200 endowed funds cre-
ated by NRV individu-
als, families and busi-
nesses to award grants
to charitable organiza-
tions and scholarships
to students. In a typi-
cal year, the Responsive
Grant Program awards
grants for both general
operations and for spe-
cific community proj-
ects focused on issues
such as poverty, natural

for up to $4,000.

The Community
Foundation received
nearly one hundred ap-
plications, and staff
and volunteers then
vetted the applications
and made grant awards
from dozens of endowed
funds managed at the
foundation. In addi-
tion to grants from en-
dowments, the CFNRV
opened its grant process
to the public through an
online grant catalog for
the first time ever. In-

donors and grant recipi-
ents could not be held
this year, but many non-
profits sent in photos of
appreciation when they
received their checks in
the mail.

The foundation’s ex-
ecutive director, Jessica
Wirgau, said of 2020,
“The year has been a
challenging one for
many nonprofit orga-
nizations in the New
River Valley. I am proud
that the CFNRV could
make changes quickly

up, and we were able to
award a record amount
in grants this fall. We ap-
preciate all of the donors
who have given this year
to allow our nonprofits
to continue the great
work they are doing dur-
ing the pandemic.”

The 2021 Responsive
Grant Program will open
online in June 2021
with a deadline in late
July. Anyone interested
in starting an endowed
fund to support chari-
table work in the New

resource conservation, dividuals and businesses to our grant programs River Valley should con-
education, the arts and could go to the online to better serve our com- tact the CFNRV at 540-
NRV Gares recelved a $4 ﬂﬂﬂ grant frnm the NRV housing. catalog to directly sup- munity. 381-8999 or email jessi-

Community Foundation in the fall.

In 2020, due to the

port a grant request,

“In the spring, we

cawirgau@cfnrv.org.
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Girl Scout cookie
sales underway

The Girl Scouts of Virginia Skyline
Council launched its 2020-21 Girl
Scout Cookie season Monday, Dec. 14.
Girl Scouts are taking orders for cookies
that will be delivered in mid-January.

This cookie season, the council has
something new to offer during the holi-
days in the spirit of keeping everyone
safe during these challenging times:
cookie gift certificates. Gift certificates
can be purchased through Jan. 14, 2021,
by emailing info@gsvsc.org or calling
540-777-5100.

In the name of safety, the council is
also making other changes in the way
cookie sales are handled. When the
cookies arrive in the region in mid-
January, Girl Scouts will be delivering
them in different ways: masked drop-
offs to the customer’s door; cookie
booth drive-thrus; online ordering
with shipping via Digital Cookie;

locate a Girl Scout to take an order, con-
tact the girl scouts at info@gsvsc.org or
540-777-5100.

The Gitl Scout Cookie Program
teaches girls about entrepreneurship as
they have fun learning essential skills
like money management, public speak-
ing, and decision making, which set
them up for a lifetime of success. Nine
in ten Girl Scouts say the cookie pro-
gram has built their entrepreneurship
skills and their interest in pursuing en-
trepreneurship as a career path, so every
cookie purchase is an investment in the
world-changing business leaders of to-
morrow. Every purchase stays local to
power amazing experiences and leader-
ship opportunities for girls in commu-
nities across the United States.

The Girl Scouts of Virginia Skyline
Council has 8,700 members, 5,300
girls and 3,400 adules in a 36-county

algle}geSU S. Ooen aolf msghlzl?amnzntEd eye ; \svl;t:é)reltregsee genus %e5oqgﬁ cookie delivery service (The details area within Central, Southside, South-
champ Corey peng 39. Baby's food protector 9. Female chicken 36, Snaps up are being worked out with a national west and Western Virginia. The coun-

15. Stupefy with alcohol  40. Winglike structures
16. Breezed through 41. Sun-dried brick

17. Amajor division of
geological time ance

help 48. Purpose or intent

19. Part of a deck 49. Difficult to carry 18. Cyto - surrounds  45. Guy (slang) - - .

21. Albanian monetary ~ 50. Cry made by sheep  the nucleus 46. Black tropical Am. cookies. ‘The council’s scouts will make
unit 51. More than one spouse 20. Daughters of the Am.  cuckoo >

22. Atomic #22 CLUES DOWN Revolution 47. Screen Writers Guild in a safe manner.

27. Atomic #18 1. Incredible edibles

10. Relating to the
Hebrews

44, Those dull in appear-  11. Dig up

12. Diacritic caron
18. Humble request for ~ 45. Basketlike baby's bed 14. Capital of Sicily
17. Shock therapy

23. Nincompoops

38. Annona diversifolia
40. Opera vocal solo
41. Largest continent
42. Day (Latin)

43. Sole

44. Hit lightly

food delivery service. They will be an-
nounced on Jan. 12.); and voice-acti-
vated sales via Echo home systems.

In these different times, the Girl
Scouts are responding with creative ways
to manage and sell the famously beloved

Girl Scout cookies are $5 a box. To

AARP BLACKSBURG

A Proclamation by the Board of AARP Blacksburg Chapter during COVID-19

Whereas, throughout the course of the COVID-19 pandemic, first responders and medical
personnel and related professionals, essential workers and volunteers have been on the front
lines in ongoing efforts to keep our senior citizens and communities safe from wide-ranging and

devastating effects of the virus; and

Whereas, at times these workers have been away from their families, worked overtime and in
some cases put their health and lives at risk; and

Whereas, responding personnel are vital members of our communities, protecting our
neighbors and loved ones from existing and emerging health threats resulting from COVID-19;

and

Whereas, individuals, both professionals and volunteers, including rescue squads, EMTs,
workers handling testing for COVID-19, fire department and law enforcement personnel,
emergency operators and dispatchers, doctors and nurses, hospital and medical facility and
laboratory workers, personnel serving nursing homes and assisted-living residential facilities,
counselors, the clergy, educators, ambulance crews and many others serve the public in
unrelenting supporting roles against COVID-19...

Now, therefore, the AARP Blacksburg Chapter does hereby express its sincere appreciation and
gratitude for the dedication and expansive caring efforts of all such dedicated personnel and
volunteers and calls this observance to the attention of the public.

Don G. Creamer, President
AARP Blacksburg Chapter #2613
www.blacksburgaarp.org
December 2020

County.

cil's headquarters are in Roanoke. The
council operates three camp properties:
Camp Icimani in Roanoke County,
Camp Sacajawea in Bedford County
and Camp Sugar Hollow in Albemarle

To volunteer, reconnect, donate or
sure customers get their favorite cookies join, call 540-777-5100, email the

council at info@gsvsc.org or visit www.

gsvsc.org.
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tor of space. “We want
to show how architecture
and design — in combina-
tion with our focus on ex-
periential learning — can
be driving forces in this
fight. The dome not only
provides a temporary so-
lution to a big space issue,
but ics also a learning
opportunity for students
across the college.”

The dome’s many piec-
es and materials arrived
on campus in late Oc-
tober, and the structure
was assembled in just a
few days thanks in part to
the help of a professional
team from manufacturer
Pacific Domes. The uni-
versity’s Division of Cam-
pus Planning, Infrastruc-
ture, and Facilities took
over from there, installing
the floors and providing
lights and electricity.

In addition to these
amenities, the dome also
boasts a large skylight
that brings in natural
brightness as well as heat.
Air circulation is provid-
ed by several fans around
the structure’s exterior
and three large openings,
allowing for cross venti-
lation. Similar to other
tents on campus, the
openness of the structure
serves as its primary tem-
perature and humidity
control.

The dome’s polyhedral
design also means it will
be able to withstand very
heavy loads for its relative
size including any snow
or ice accumulation dur-

ing the winter months.

“Basically, students
will get the benefit of be-
ing outdoors, but they’ll
also be protected from
the elements,” said Ruiz-
Geli, adding the dome
can host up to 25 people
with proper social dis-
tancing.

Students will also re-
alize other benefits from
the structure, including
the opportunity to make
improvements like de-
signing skins for its ex-
terior made of new ma-
terials or perhaps adding
graphics to the existing
white vinyl skin.

The change of scen-
ery doesn’t hurt, either,
said architecture student
Hannah Elias. “Being in
the dome really makes
you rethink your work
because youre secing it
in a different light and
from different angles,”
she said. “It’s interesting
to see how my work is
changing based on how
the space is changing.”

For Elias and other
students enrolled in stu-
dio courses, the dome
also provides a welcome
venue for both formal
and informal discussions
about their projects.

“Especially in architec-
ture, the soul of our ma-
jor is being able to work
with people,” she said. “I
thrive on being able to
interact with others and
have those constant cri-
tiques. This new space is
refreshing for everyone.”
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Santa Claus to help out YMCA’s Meals on Main Wednesday

Santa Claus has decided to
take a few hours away from
the elves and reindeer to come
and help the YMCA at Vir-
ginia Tech with its Meals on
Main food distribution on
Wednesday, Dec. 23, at the
Thrift Shop parking lot at
1000 N. Main St. in Blacks-
burg.

On Monday, Dec. 21, and
Wednesday, Dec. 23, YMCA
volunteers will be passing out
holiday treats from Next Door
Bake Shop, Blacksburg Bagels
and the Thrift Shop along

with the shelf stable meals and
snacks. (Treats will be avail-
able while stocks last.)

The YMCA at Virginia
Tech Meals on Main program
is still going strong on Mon-
days at Prices Fork Elemen-
tary School and on Fridays at
the Thrift Shop. On both days
the meal distribution happens
between 4-6 p.m. and is free
to all children and youth in
the New River Valley under
age 18.

On Wednesday, Santa will
remain behind the tables to

keep safe social distancing,
but he’ll be delighted to see
the children, say hello and
pass out treats. Visitors should
remember to wear their masks
and keep their distance. As al-
ways, Meals on Main will op-
erate rain or shine.

The holiday schedule for
meal distribution will be as
follows:

Mon. Dec. 21: 4-6 p.m.
at Prices Fork Elementary
School parking lot

Wed. Dec. 23 (to replace
Fri. Dec. 25): 4-6 p.m. in the

Thrift Shop parking lot

Mon. Dec. 28: 4-6 p.m.
at Prices Fork Elementary
School parking lot

Wed. Dec. 30 (to replace
Fri. Jan. 1): 4-6 p.m. in the
Thrift Shop parking lot

The goal of the YMCA at
Virginia Tech’s Meals on Main
initiative is to help relieve
some of the pressure faced by
families due to the current
pandemic.

The YMCA neceds brown
paper shopping bags to con-
tain the meals. They may be

dropped off at the YMCA
Thrift Shop at 1000 N. Main
St., Blacksburg. They will be
quarantined on site before use.

Volunteers are also needed.
Signupathttps://www.signup-
genius.com/index.cfm?go=s.
signup&urlid=4090449AFA9
29AAFA7-mealsl

Donations to support the
YMCA’s community programs
such as Meals On Main can be
made at http://vtymca.org/ or
by sending a check to YMCA
at VT, 403 Washington St.
SW, Blacksburg, VA 24060.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Saturday, Dec. 19:

Blacksburg ~ Santa  Tour
2020 - Santa and a few of
his Police, Fire, and Rescue
friends will make their way
through town spreading
holiday cheer and greetings
from the North Pole from 2
— 5 p.m. Please remember to
play it safe by wearing a mask
and keeping your distance as
you wait outside for Santa to
arrive. This is a rain or shine
event.

Saturday ~ Creative Writ-
ing Group - Meadowbrook
Public Library; 11 am. -
12:30 p.m. Those taking part
should bring your work for
small-group feedback and
editing.

Téen Dungeons and Drag-
ons - 2-4 p.m. online. DnD is
now virtual on Discord. The
library staff suggest down-
loading Discord on your
device for ease of access, but
this is not required. To join
the Discord server, contact
shodges@mfil.org for more
info. For ages 11 years and

up.

Through Monday, Dec.
21:

Voting in holiday decorating
contest - 'The Christiansburg
Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment is hosting a residential
holiday decorating contest.
Staff will visit each destina-
tion to determine the top 10
entries, which then go on the
towns Facebook page (www.
facebook.com/cburgvagov)
for voting by the commu-
nity. Voting runs through 9
a.m. Monday, Dec. 21. Once
all applications are received,
decorated homes who give
permission will be included in
a map for others to visit on a

self-guided light tour.
Monday, December 21:

Around the World: Virtual
Holiday Edition - Christians-
burg Library; 2 - 3 p.m. This
is another virtual adventure
touring the world. To be ex-
plored on Facebook are the
holiday traditions of Mexico.
Stop by the library for a take-
and-make craft.

Radford  Special  Educa-
tion Advisory Committee - A
Radford City Schools Special
Education Advisory Com-
mittee meeting will be held
on Monday, December 21,
2020, at 4 p.m. The meeting
will be a Google Meet Virtual
Meeting. The public is in-
vited to attend. To be invited
to the meeting contact Josh
Brown, Chairperson, at 267-
3083, or Daniel Hill, Direc-
tor of Special Education, at
267-3223, to be invited with
a virtual meeting link.

Now through Dec. 22:

Radford Business window
and residential decorating con-
test - Throughout the city;
Tour the commercial districts
and neighborhoods from the
safety of your own car and
then be sure to vote for your
favorites, map on Radford-
Chamber.com.

Now through Dec. 24:

Wrapping for a Reason -
A holiday wrapping booth
to raise money for local
emergency assistance is now
open. The booth is located
in Uptown Christiansburg
(formerly NRV  Mall),

near Bath & Body Works
and is open daily through
Dec. 24. Volunteers are
needed. All proceeds ben-
efit Montgomery County
Emergency Assistance Pro-
gram, commonly known as
MCEAP which provides
emergency food, clothing,
utility, rent and mortgage
assistance to Montgomery
County residents year-
round. The sign-up link
is https://tinyurl.com/
w4r2020. A monetary, tax-
deductible, year-end do-
nation to MCEAP is wel-
come. Details are at mceap.
com or 540-260-3173. For
more information, email
wéareason@gmail.com or

text/call 540-239-1093.

Monday, Dec. 21- Wed.,
Dec. 30:

The YMCA at Virginia
Tech Meals On Main pro-
gram - On Monday, Dec.
21 and Wednesday, Dec.
23 passing out holiday treats
from Next Door Bake Shop,
Blacksburg Bagels and the
Thrift Shop along with the
shelf stable meals and snacks.
(Treats available while stocks
last). We rely on volunteers
to keep the program running
smoothly so we were super
excited when we received
a message from a special
someone in the North Pole.
Santa has decided to take a
few hours away from the
elves and reindeer to come
and help us with our meal
distribution on Wednesday,
Dec 23 at the Thrift Shop
parking lot! Santa will re-
main behind the tables to
keep safe social distancing
but he'll be delighted to see
you and say hello! Please re-
member to wear your mask
and keep your distance. As
always Meals On Main will
operate rain or shine.

Please note the holiday
schedule for meal distribu-
tion will be as follows:

Mon., Dec. 21- 4- 6 p.m.
at Prices Fork Elementary
School parking lot

Wed., Dec. 23 (to replace
Fri Dec 25) - 4-6 p.m. in the
Thrift Shop parking lot

Mon., Dec. 28- 4-6 p.m.
at Prices Fork Elementary
School parking pot

Wed., Dec. 30 (to replace
Fri., Jan. 1) 4-6 p.m. in the
Thrift Shop parking lot

Through our Meals on
Main initiative, the YMCA
at Virginia Tech hopes to
help relieve some of the pres-
sure faced by families due to
the current pandemic.

Tuesday, Dec. 22:

Rambling Readers - Jessie
Peterman Memorial Library;
2-4 p.m. This is a safety dis-
tanced group activity involv-
ing reading and walking for

a little exercise and some

intellectual stimulation.
Readers taking part will walk
and talk about what books
they’re all currendy reading
and enjoying. The walk will
start at the library and cover
roughly two miles. Dress
warmly and with appropri-
ate footwear for the hills and
uneven footing. Call the li-
brary for more details.

Polar Express Storytime -
6:30 p.m. at the MFRL Li-
brary Online

Join in on Facebook live
for a special Polar Express
storytime. Complimentary
hot chocolate packets and a
small craft will be part of the
fun. Supplies are limited.

Thursday, Dec. 24:

Christiansburg closings for
Christmas, New Years - The
towns facilities will be closed
Christmas Eve and Christ-
mas day on Dec. 24- 25.
Solid waste normally sched-
uled for Thursday, Dec. 24,
will be collected on Tuesday,
Dec. 22, along with Tues-
day’s regular collection. Solid
waste normally scheduled for
Friday, Dec. 25, will be col-
lected on Wednesday, Dec.
23, along with Wednesday’s
regular collection.

Also, Town facilities
closed for New Years Day
on Friday, Jan. 1, 2021. Sol-
id waste normally collected
Fridays will be collected on
Thursday, Dec. 31, along
with Thursday’s regular col-
lection.

Radford ~ Closings ~ for
Christmas: City ofhces will
be closed Wednesday, Dec.
23 through Friday, Dec. 25.

The Solid Waste Collec-
tion schedule is: Wednesday,
Dec. 23 collected on Mon-
day, Dec. 21. Thursday, Dec.
24 collected on Tuesday,
Dec. 22. Friday, Dec. 25 col-
lected on Monday, Dec. 28.
Please have garbage available
for collection by 7:30 a.m.

Drop Center closed Dec.
23- Dec. 25.

Saturday, Dec. 26:

Escape of the North Pole
- MFRL Library Online at
4 p.m. On Discord, a live
play of a North Pole Escape
Room or participants may
play at their own pace. Email
shodges@mifrl.org for more

information.
Monday, Dec. 28:

Hibernation — Station -
MEFRL Library Online at 1
p.m.

Through Dec. 31:

Christiansburg Leaf Col-
lection - The Town of Chris-
tiansburg’s annual free leaf
collection is underway. Runs
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through Dec. 31, weather
permitting. Public Works
crews use a special truck that
vacuums the leaves- will col-
lect only piles of loose leaves;
leaves placed in bags will not
be accepted. Do not place
leaves in a way that blocks
sidewalks, sanitary sewers,
solid waste carts, drainage
ditches or utility meter box-
es. If you are concerned your
leaves may blow away; please
place a tarp on top of your
pile. Crews will remove the
tarp, collect leaves and leave

tarp behind.

Through Monday, Jan.
4,2021:

United Way Festival of
Trees - The United Way and
partner agencies are decorat-
ing Christmas trees in their
offices to help spread some
holiday cheer in these trou-
blesome times. Pictures of
each tree posted on united-
waynrv.org/tree.  Residents
of the NRV have the job of
picking their favorite tee
by visiting the United Way
website anytime  through
Monday, Jan. 4, checking
out the trees and casting a
vote. A special trophy will be
awarded to the winner. Vot-
ing will be cast by donations
of any amount.

Thursday, Jan. 7:

Chamber of Commerce
FEggs & Issues - Panel discus-
sion with local law enforce-
ment via Zoom, 8 - 9 a.m.

American  Legion meet-
ing - Harvey-Howe-Carper
Post 30 will meet at 7 p.m.
at the VFW Post Home on
102 Watts St. in Radford. In
the event of heavy snowfall
or ice, the meeting will be
canceled. For further infor-
mation, please contact 250-

2283 or 239-9864.
Tuesday, Jan. 12:

Sons of Confederate Veter-
ans meeting - Stuart Horse
Artillery Camp 1784 will
meet at 7 p.m. at Aly’s Fami-
ly Italian Restaurant on 3204
Riner Road. Jonathan Mc-
Peak will present the “His-
tory of the 24th Virginia In-
fantry Regiment”. Members
of the United Daughters of
the Confederacy are also in-
vited to attend. For further
information, please call 320-

-

4315 or 239-9864.

Through Thursday, Jan.
21:

Girl Scout Cookie Sales -
The Gitl Scouts of Virginia
Skyline Council taking or-
ders for cookies that will be
delivered in mid-January.
Gift certificates can be pur-
chased through Jan. 14,
2021, by emailing info@
gsvsc.org or calling 540-777-
5100. Girl Scout cookies are
$5 a box. To locate a Girl
Scout to take an order, con-
tact the gitl scouts at info@
gsvsc.org or 540-777-5100.
When the cookies arrive in
the region in mid-January,
Girl Scouts will be deliver-
ing them in different ways:
masked drop-offs to the cus-
tomer’s door; cookie booth
drive-thrus; online ordering
with shipping via Digital
Cookie; cookie delivery ser-
vice (The details are being
worked out work with a na-
tional food delivery service.
They will be announced on
Jan. 12.); and voice-activated
sales via Echo home systems.

Ongoing Throughout
December:

Grab-and-Go Crafis - At
the Meadowbrook Public
Library during regular li-
brary hours. These are free
crafts that may be taken

home to make. Each week

there will be new crafts.

StoryWalk - All month at
the Christiansburg Library.
Brains and bodies get exer-
cise by reading and walking
the trail. The walk begins
at the library at the College
Street entrance of Down-
town Park. This month’s
book is The Emperor’s Egg.

Virtual ~ Cookie  Recipe
Exchange - All Month of
December, at the Chris-
tiansburg Library. Join us
on Facebook to share your
favorite cookie recipe. Take
and Make Snowman Hot
Cocoa in a Jar craft will be
available while supplies last.

Agquatic, Rec Center hours
Jfor appointments - The Chris-
tiansburg Aquatic Center is
open by appointment only
on Mondays, Wednesdays
and Friday from 8 a.m. un-
til 5 p.m., on Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 8 a.m. to 7

HOLIDAY ADVERTISING
DEADLINES

Our offices will be closed on
Friday, December 25 for
Christmas. The deadline for ALL

ADVERTISING running in the
Saturday 12/26 issue of the News
Messenger/Radford News Journal
will be Wed., December 23 at noon.
We will also be closed on Friday,

January 1 for New Years. The
deadline for ALL ADVERTISING
running in the Saturday 1/2 issue

of the News Messenger/
Radford:News:J ournal'will'tflep
¢Wefd.,_DAecember_3‘O at noon.

p-m. and on Saturdays from
noon to 5 pm. To make
a reservation, visit www.
cacpool.com

The Christiansburg Rec-
reation Center is open by
appointment only Monday
through Friday from 6 a.m.
until 7 p.m., on Saturdays
from 8 am. untl 5 p.m.
and on Sundays from 1 p.m.
until 7 p.m. To make a reser-
vation, visit www.christians-
burg.org/recreation.

Montgomery-Floyd Library
Curbside only - All branches
of the Montgomery-Floyd
Regional Library are offering
only curbside pickup service
(including remote printing).
In-branch services are not
currently available. Curbside
hours are: Monday - Thurs-
day 10 a.m. - 7 p.m.; Friday
10 am. - 5 p.m.; Saturday
10 am. - 4 p.m. Please re-
turn all library items in the
outside Book Drop. Visit
hetps://www.mftl.org  for
more information.

Radford  Public  Library
Resumes In-Library Appoint-
ments - Same-day in-house
browsing and computer use
appointments can be made
Monday through Saturday
on the hour from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Staff will continue
to ask screening health ques-
tions, take temperatures and
require masks be worn as part
of the ongoing process of in-
library browsing. Children/
youth under 18 are welcome
to browse when accompa-
nied by an adult. Please call
(540) 731-3621 to schedule
an appointment to browse or
use the computers on Thurs-

day through Saturday.

Radford  Public  Library
Grab ¢ Go Services - Mon-
day through Saturday. Please
remember that you can use
the MyLibro app to search
RPDs catalog and place holds
as well as schedule pick-up
times. For Grab and Go
Prints, email the documents
you would like printed to
rad.lib@radfordva.gov, then
call 731-3621 to make sure
the document are received
and schedule a time to pick
them up at the building en-
trance. Prices are the same as
usual ($0.10 for black and
white, $0.25 for color), and
exact change is appreciated
when possible.

Send community news and photos to communitynews@ourvalley.org
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Evans King: Goming through in the clutch (not)

One of the greatest compli-
ments you can give is to say
that a person “comes through
in the clutch.” The term is bor-
rowed from the world of sports
of course and is a corollary to
the principle that “the tough
get going when the going gets
tough.” Old coachspeak.

I think we all like to think
that we have this quality within
ourselves, that were ready to
come to bat with the winning
run on base in the last inning
and deliver.

When you think about it,
there are lots of opportunities
in everyday life to show this grit
and determination. Maybe you
only remember your failures,
but it seems that I have had a
long history, however, of NOT
coming through in those situa-
tions. I will recount a few such
instances.

Perhaps the first such occa-
sion was my first day of school:
Christiansburg Primary, Junkin
Street, directly across the street
from my grandmother’s house,
my teacher Mrs. King (no re-
lation) on duty. She called the
roll of the 40 or so kids in my
class. She got to my name and
called out “Evans King.” It did

not get my attention; I had no
idea who that was. Up to that
point in life I had only heard
myself referred to as “Buddy.”
The name sounded vaguely
familiar, but nary a move nor
sound did I make. She re-
peated herself, staring right at
me. I looked over my shoul-
der to see who shared my last
name. No one responded. My
first “choke,” my first failure to
come through in the clutch.

Then there is the time my
senior year of high school
when I was on a local televi-
sion quiz show on Channel 7
out of Roanoke, Klassroom
Kwiz. I chronicled this event a
few years ago in this column.
In an extra playoff round, I
botched the answer to what
President had been born on
February 12, confidently re-
sponding Washington rather
than Lincoln and costing
Christiansburg High the con-
test. It was almost more than
my overly proud school teach-
er parents could stand.

My appearance on this show
did, however, further the use of
the phrase “deer-in-the-head-
lights look.”

That event followed by only

a few months another abject
failure on my part. It was par-
ent-teacher night at CHS, and
one of my high school class-
mates and I had been asked to
ring the bells for the parents to
change classes. The classmate
assisting me was a very nice and
stunningly beautiful girl whom
I had been terrified of since first
grade. Unapproachable by guys
like me.

At the end of the evening,
she asked for a ride home.
When I pulled into her parents’
driveway, she leaned over, gave
me a slight kiss and then got
out of the car and walked to the
door. I sat in stunned silence
until she got into the house.
I then suavely backed up and
pulled out of the driveway, over
the top of the trash cans sitting
at the side, flattening both of
them.

In more recent years (not
that recent), there is the mat-
ter of my interview at the law
firm that became my home. At
that time, in-house interviews
were done in an intimidating
and austere fashion. The can-
didate (in this instance, me)
was brought into a large con-
ference room with five or six

of the firm’s partners seated
around a long table. As I re-
call the event, the “five or six”
in the room with me were not
only among the most powerful
partners in the firm, they were
also among the most talented
lawyers in the state.

I was interviewing for a posi-
tion in the firm’s banking and
transactions  practice.  Criti-
cal to this practice (as I later
learned) was knowledge of Ar-
ticle 9 of the Uniform Com-
mercial Code. Simply stated it
governs granting collateral for
loans (again as I later learned).
My resume showed that I had
gotten an award for the highest
grade in a class called “Uniform
Commercial Code,” so a com-
ment was made by one of the
partners to the effect that “it’s
good that you know Article 9;
it’s critical to our practice.”

Unfortunately my class had
NOT included “Article 9, a
bunch of other articles but not
number 9. Showing grace (or lack
thereof) under pressure, and hav-
ing no clue what Article 9 cov-
ered, I blurted out “Oh, yes, Ar-
ticle 9, that’s the one that comes
after Article 8.” T got a couple of
strange looks but also the job.

All of this is prelude to
my failure of this past week.
An astoundingly bad perfor-
mance in a clutch situation. I
decided to apply for my “so-
cial security retirement ben-
efits,” having reached (and
exceeded) “full retirement
age” (a depressing thought).
I pulled the trigger and called
the SSA. After having paid in
all the way back to 1969, it
was NOw my turn to get some-
thing back, time for the gov-
ernment to start paying me.

The big moment right? You
finally become creditor of the
federal government rather than
its debtor. And after years of
walking into academic build-
ings and getting my grades by
checking my social security
number, after years of placing it
on hundreds of applications, af-
ter filing what seems like thou-
sands of tax returns, I blew it. I
could not remember my num-
ber. I knew there were a bunch
of “ewo’s” and “four’s” but I had
no idea of the exact order.

Just the most recent failure
to come through in the clutch.
I hope I get a few more at-bats.
And 1 hope my money starts
showing up.

Virginia offers driver privilege card beginning Jan. 2, 2021

Beginning January 2,
2021, Virginians may
apply for a driver privi-

at dmvNOW.com/appt.
This change in Vir-
ginia law, authorized by

requirements,
them ineligible to receive
a standard or REAL ID-

making

tax-paying

offer this new creden-
tial to give thousands of
Virginians

(e.g.,

*two proofs of identity
foreign passport
and Consular identifica-

originals and are subject
to verification; however;
printouts of approved

lege card at the Virginia
Department of Motor
Vehicles (DMV). Appli-
cations will be accepted
by appointment only; ap-
pointments can be made

the Virginia General As-
sembly, creates a driving
credential for individu-
als who are non-U.S.
citizens and cannot meet
Virginias legal presence
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compliant driver’s license
in Virginia.

Customers may be
eligible to obtain a driver
privilege card if they meet
the following criteria:

eare a non-U.S. citizen
who is a resident of Vir-
ginia.

*have reported income
from Virginia sources or
are claimed as a depen-
dent on a tax return filed
in Virginia in the past 12
months.

*do not have a driving
privilege that is currently
suspended or revoked
in Virginia or any other
state, to include insur-
ance-related infractions.

“We are pleased to

the opportunity to drive
legally on our roadways,
something they previ-
ously have not been
able to do,” said DMV
Commissioner  Richard
D. Holcomb. “Like ap-
plicants for any driving
credential, driver privi-
lege card applicants must
prepare for their visit
by gathering necessary
documents and studying
for all required testing. A
good place to start is the
DMYV webpage dedicated
to this new credential,
dmvNOW.com/dpc.”

In order to obtain a
driver privilege card in Vir-
ginia, the following docu-
ments must be provided:

tion document issued by
country of citizenship).

*two proofs of Virginia
residency (e.g., monthly
mortgage statement and
utility bill).

*proof of Social Secu-
rity number (if one has
been issued) or the indi-
vidual’s taxpayer identifi-
cation number (e.g., W-2
form or ITIN letter).

etax return docu-
mentation (e.g. Virginia
Resident Form, Virginia
Part-Year Resident In-
come Tax Return Form
or Virginia Nonresi-
dent Income Tax Return
Form, filed in the past 12
months).

All documents must be

online residency docu-
ments may be accepted.

The steps to obrtain
a driver privilege card
vary based on a cus-
tomer’s licensed driving
history. Applicants will
be required to pass a vi-
sion screening. DMV
encourages those eligible
to make an appointment
for the new year, study
and prepare for appli-
cable tests at dmvNOW.
com and organize the
documents necessary to
obtain a driver privilege
card. An interactive doc-
ument guide, available
on DMV’s website, helps
to prepare customers for
their visit.
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WalletHub: Virginia has fourth biggest

increase in unemployment claims in country

Many states are now fighting
a surge in COVID-19 cases and
the increase in new unemploy-
ment claims that has come along
with them. To identify which
states’ workforces are experienc-
ing the biggest increases in un-
employment claims due to CO-
VID-19, the personal finance
website WalletHub compared the
50 states and the District of Co-
lumbia across three metrics.

The results were not good for
the commonwealth as Virgin-
ia ranked as the state with the
fourth biggest increase in unem-
ployment claims in the country

for the week in December when
the survey was conducted.

The three metrics WalletHub
used to determine its rankings
were the same as the website has
used throughout its weekly unem-
ployment surveys: 1) the change
in unemployment claims the latest
week vs. last year; 2) the change
in unemployment claims the lat-
est week vs. the start of 2020; and
3) the change in unemployment
claims since the start of the CO-
VID-19 crisis vs. last year.

The three metrics for the
Commonwealth of Virginia re-
vealed, respectively, increases

of 574.61% (21,095 in 2020
vs 3,127 in 2019), the fourth
biggest increase in the U.S;
561.70% (21,095 vs 3,188 the
week of Jan. 1, 2020), again the
fourth biggest increase in the
U.S.; and 1,342.95% (1,300,638
between the week of March 16,
2020 and the week of Dec. 7,
2020 vs 96,849 between the
week of March 18, 2019 and the
week of Dec. 9, 2019), the fifth
biggest increase in the U.S.

Only Kansas, Illinois and Col-
orado reported bigger increases
in unemployment claims than

did Virginia.
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Marshall, Carmon James

On Dec. 14, 2020,
we had to say good-bye
to the greatest Daddy in
the world, Carmon James
Marshall.

He was born June 9,
1926, to Everett and Ma-
retha Marshall. He grew
up in Indian Valley until
he went off to World War
II. After returning home,
he married Myrtle Hol-
landsworth Marshall, and

Claudia Roop preceded
him in death.

His two daughters and
sons-in-law, Janet and
Steve Bishop and Sherry
and Danny Vaughn, all of
Radford, survive him. He
had three grandchildren:
Kimberly (Scott) Keith of
Lovettsville, Va., Kristen
(Scott) Lucas of Charles-
M ton, S. C., and Justin
| (Emily) Vaughn of Win-

4 ston-Salem, N.C. He had

they made their home in
Radford.

He was the owner of a wholesale tree
nursery for 75 years and had a small farm
he enjoyed working on. He was humble,
kind and always had a smile on his face.
He never raised his voice or met a strang-
er. We will miss him, but he will be for-
ever in our hearts.

10 precious great-grandchildren: Jacob,
Daniel and Kora Keith, Liam and Mallo-
ry Lucas, and Kerrigan, Gracie, Bowman,
Graham and Anderson Vaughn. He has a
sister, Vera Hollandsworth, and a brother,
Davis Marshall, both of Indian Valley.

A private memorial service will be held.

The Marshall family is in the care of

Sutphin, Edgar Robert “Bobby”

The Rev. Edgar Robert
“Bobby” Sutphin, 87, of
Christiansburg, went to be
with his Lord on Sunday,
Dec. 13, 2020.

He was a member
of Belmont Christian
Church and was retired
from Burlington Mills
after 45 years of service.
Bobby served his Lord as a
Disciples of Christ minis-
ter for over 43 years.

He was preceded in
death by his parents, Edgar and Mary
Sutphin; a son, David Sutphin, and his
brother-in-law, Tony Alvarez.

Survivors include his wife of 68 years,
Alice T. Sutphin; sons and daughters-
in-law, Ben and Melody Sutphin of
Roanoke and Stephen and Peggy Sut-
phin of Weber City; daughter and son-

Laura Riner (Paul), Mary
Dayton (Peter), Robbie
Johnston (Kayla), Saman-
tha Belt (Joey), Harmony
Hixon (Jordan) and David
Sutphin; and 13 great-
| grandchildren; a sister,
| Jane Alvarez of Tampa,
Fla.; and many other rela-
tives and friends.

Funeral services were
held Friday, Dec. 14,
at  Belmont  Christian
Church and streamed live
at trybelmontonline.com with Pastors
Beaver Terry, Jerry Dowdy and Brandon
Craig officiating. Interment was private
in the Belmont Community Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests
that contributions be made to the Visions
Project at Belmont Christian Church.

The Sutphin family is in the care of

His wife Myrtle, a granddaughter, Jes-
sica Vaughn; a brother Quinton Mar-
shall; and his sisters, Sylva Minnick and

Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory in
Radford. www.mullinsfuneralhome.com
Rest in peace with your Lord, Daddy.

in-law Crystal and Oakley Johnston of
Christiansburg; seven grandchildren and
their spouses: Allison Gilbert (Ryan),

Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory
in Radford. www.mullinsfuneralhome.
com.

ANGLICAN CATHOLIC
St. Peter the Apostle Anglican Church,
230 W. First St., Christiansburg, VA. Fr.
Paul Beutell, “Priest-in-Charge”, Fr. Alex
Darby, “Associate”, 540-382-0432/540-
270-9166. Sundays:. 10:00 am Holy Eu-
charist followed by Christian Education
and refreshments. Holy Communion most
Thursdays at 12Noon, other Holy Days as
announced. Traditional servicesusethe 1928
Book of Common Prayer and 1940 Hymnal.
Handicapped accessible. All are welcome.
Come worship with us! Website: www.stpe-
tersacc.org. Follow us on Facebook
St. Philip’s Anglican Church, 306 Prog-
ress Street, NE, Blacksburg, Virginia 24060,
(540) 552-1771, www.stphilipsblacksburg.
org. Reverend Fr. Wade Miller, Priest.
Sunday Morning Prayer 9:45 AM, Sunday
Morning Eucharist 10:30 AM, Traditional
Anglican Worship using the King James Bi-
ble, 1928 Book of Common Prayer, And the
1940 Hymnal.
St. Thomas Anglican Church - located at
4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Tradi-
tional Liturgical Lenten Services, Sunday
at 10:30 am. Call (540) 589-1299 or visit
www.sttofc.org for midweek masses and
events. (In Roanoke, go E on Hershberger,
L on Hubert to 4910).

BAPTIST

First Baptist Church on 3rd Ave., 215
Third Ave. at the corner with Downey St. We
are committed to personal spiritual growth
and to providing leadership in community

ministry. We celebrate the dignity and worth -

of al persons, created in the image of God.
Sunday Bible Study Groups - 9:45, Sunday
Worship - 11:00. Website: www.fbcradford.
org, 540-639-4419. Worship is broadcast
live on JOY radio, 93.1 FM and 890 AM.
Trinity Community Church, 1505 N.
Franklin Street, C'burg. John Altizer, Lead
Pastor, Brian Cockram, Associate Pastor,
382-8121. Worship at 10:45 a.m., Outreach
Ministries - 6:00p.m. Wednesday, Growth
Groups - 5:00p.m. Sunday, Youth and Chil-
dren’s Ministry - 5:00p.m. Sunday, www.
trinitycburg.org
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Blacksburg Church of Christ, 315 Eakin
St., 552-1331. Sun. Bible Classes 9:30 am.,
Sun. Worship 10:30 am. & 6 p.m., Wed. Bi-
ble classes, 7 p.m., Outreach Minister Curt
Seright, Community Minister Tom Gilliam,
Campus Minister, Deonté Watkins.
Faith Christian Church of Christ, 305
3rd Street, Christiansburg, David Rhudy,
Minister, 382-4628, Sunday School 10 am;
Worship 11 am; Evening Worship 6:30 pm;
Wednesday night Bible Study for Women
and Men 6:30 pm. We welcome you to any
and all of our services.
CHURCH OF GOD
New Hope Church of God, 1404 Mud Pike
Rd., C'Burg. Rev. T. Michael Bond, pastor,
731-3178. Sun. School 10 am., Worship
10:50 am., 6 p.m. Thurs., 7:00 p.m.
West Radford Church of God, 1824 West
Main Street, Radford, VA 24141, Sunday
School- 10:00A.M. Morning Worship-
11:00A.M., Children's Church 11:00A.M.
Sunday Evening — 6:00PM., Wednesday
Night — 7:00P.M., Pastor Danny Newman,
Church Office — 540-639-6562 or 804- 921-
0828.
CHURCH OF
THE BRETHREN
Christiansburg Church of the Brethren,
310 South Franklin Street. Pastor: Paul J.
Stover Jr. 540-797-5015. Sunday School 10
am.; Morning Worship 11 am.; Bible Study

A
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Read 1 Peter 1:1 through
5:14

Modern Christians seem to
have fallen into the entitle-
ment trap. They expect a
comfortable life and readi-
ly answered prayers. Rather
than self-discipline or cor-
rection from church leaders
when they stray from Scrip-
ture, they want acceptance
of their personal practices.
They may overlook or ex-
cuse sin in themselves and
others.

God calls believers to a
higher standard.

e

As obedient children, do

not conform to the evil
“Hdesires you had when you

* Jlived in ignorance. But just

flas he who called you is holy,

so be holy in all you do (1
Peter 1:14-15).

st

.

10:30 am. Tuesdays. Website:

www.christiansburgcob.org. A
loving family, fueled by the Holy
Spirit, grounded in God's Word,
and delivering Jesus forgiveness
and love to all people. Come as
you are... you are welcomed!
LUTHERAN
Luther Memorial Lutheran
Church ELCA, 600 Prices Fork
Rd, Blacksburg. Weekly Online
Worship at www.Imlc.org. We
are a Reconciling in Christ con-
gregation that welcomes and af-
firms all people just as they are.
For information on Bible studies
and Wednesday Vespers, emall
[uthermemorial blacksburg@
gmail.com, or contact the church
office, (540) 951-1000. Rev.
Monica Weber, pastor.
MULTI-CULTURAL
NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Christian Growth Center, 1850
Electic Way, Christiansburg, VA
24073 (beside Hubbell Light-
ing). Sunday Worship: 9:30am
Prayer, 10:00am Service *Nurs-
ery Available. Lead Pastor: Todd
Hallinan. Founding Pastor: Rob
Sowell. Mission: Sow, Grow, &
Go Sow Faith! Grow in Righ-
teousness! Go into all the world
in the authority of the believer!
540-382-2908
PENTECOSTAL HOLINESS

What About Holiness

holy like He is? Isn't that

impossible? If the Lord(}
commands this, He will en-|fs
able us to accomplish it.|lf]
First, we must choose to say [f
“no” to evil longings and
become totally devoted to
God and His ways. If no de-
sire to please God fills the ||

heart, ask Him to give one.E § s

Consult the Lord about dai- -
ly choices like what to read, ¥

watch, and wear. Will these
bring glory to God or might
they tug us away from holy
living? With God’s help, ho-[|J7
liness happens.

Thought for Today: How ‘. \
can you encourage othersj¥
in holy living?

Holi-
ness Church, Rev. Richard Hall
(540) 552-7194. pastorhal29@
gmail.com. Sunday School at 10
am. and morning worship is 11
am. Evening service at 6 p.m.
and Wednesday at 7 p.m.
Radford Worship Center, 1820
Second Street, Radford, 639-
6287, Our music is passionate,
our worship is real, and Pastor
Hal Adams brings relevant mes-
sages for everyone at any place
on their journey, Sunday Wor-
ship Experience at 9:00 AM &
10:45 AM, Wednesday Family
Night at 7 PM, Children Minis-
try provided for al services, join
us as Love, Grow, Serve, find us
on facebook and Instagram
Walton Pentecostal Holiness
Church, 4003 Morning Glory
Rd., off Walton Rd. on Rt. 114.
731-1755. Lee Sarver, pastor.
Sun. School 9:30 am., Worship
10:30 am. & 6: p.m., Wed., 7
p.m.
UNITED METHODIST
Asbury  United Method-
ist Church, 500 Stuart Street,
Christiansburg.  540-382-0743.
Rev. Ryan Schaeffer. Sunday
School, 10:15 am., Sunday
Worship, 11:30 am., Wednes-
day Bible Study 7pm, alternating
month’s with Schaeffer Memo-

Study Thursday, 10:30 am. All
are welcome.

Central United Methodist
Church, 803 Wadsworth Street,
Radford. 639-3529. 8:30 am.
Sunday Services. 8:30am (inter-
preter provided); 9:45am Sunday
School (interpreter provided);
and 11:00a.m. Wednesday Bible
Study: 6:30p.m. Child care is
provided. www.centralmethod-
istchurch.com.

St. Paul United Method-
ist Church, 220 W. Main
St., CBurg. Rev. Moonsup
“Paul” Song (540) 382-2410.
Sunday Worship 10 am,,
Sunday School 9 am. Live
streaming Sunday  Service
- www.twitch.tv/stpaulumc
Wesley Memorial  United
Methodist Church, 350 Staf-
ford Drive, Christiansburg, VA
24073, Sunday School 10am,
Sunday Worship Service 11am.

WESLEYAN

Christ Wesleyan Church, 525
Harkrader Street, C' burg. Face-
book LIVE service Sundays
a 9:00 AM., Public Worship
service at 11:00 AM. Sunday
School for adults - 10:00 AM.
Pastor: Gale Janofski 574-306-
7682. Website: christwesleyan-
church.org

Send community news and photos to communitynews@ourvalley.org
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Dehart, Thomas Eugene

Thomas Eugene Dehart,
78, of Pulaski, passed away
Monday, Dec. 14, 2020.

He was preceded in
death by his parents, Bert
and Evelyn Dehart, and
a daughter, Rita Collins
Hall.

Survivors include his
son, Allen (Elizabeth) De-
hart; grandchildren Ash-
ley (Robert) Rogers, Cas-
sandra Dehart, Gregory

Long, Barbara Nell

With heavy hearts, we
announce that our dear
mother and grandmoth-
er, Barbara Nell Slusher
Long of Fairlawn, passed
away at Carilion Medical
Center NRV, surrounded
by her loved ones, on
Thursday, Dec. 10, 2020
at the age of 89.

Born in Willis, she
grew up in Radford. She

was married to the love of

Dehart and Beth Dehart;
seven great-grandchildren;
brothers Donald (Carolyn)
Dehart, Daniel Dehart and
Gary (Edie) Dehart; special
friend Bunny Dalton; and
many other relatives and
friends.

Services will be private.

The Dehart family is in
the care of Mullins Funeral
Home & Crematory in

Radford.

Slusher

she was paid, she never
considered it work. Her
strength and vivacious-
ness were a gift to those
who loved her.

She was preceded in
death by her husband
and six siblings. She is
survived by her devoted
children, Gary Long,
Rhonda Houchins and
Kimberly Long. She will
live on in the hearts of

her life, Wilbur Long, for
60 years. She loved to laugh and could
always be counted on to lighten the
mood with her antics. Her personal-
ity was contagious and she never met
a stranger. She had a passion for shop-
ping that was indulged in by her family.

As a dedicated mother, she loved
fiercely. She was a caregiver for chil-
dren whom she adored, and although

her grandchildren, great-
granddaughters and great-great grand-
daughter who revered her.

In a celebration of a life well-lived, a
memorial service will be conducted by
Jehovah’s Witnesses at a later date.

May her memory be a blessing.

The Long family is in the care of
Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory
in Radford.
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Gunter, Martha Fay Whitlock

Martha Fay Whitlock
Gunter, 80, passed away at
her home in Fairlawn on
Thursday, Dec. 17, 2020.
She was preceded in death

by her parents, Lawrence =

and Daisy Whitlock. = rEe
Survivors include her [~77%

husband of 56 years, Jackie W

D. Gunter; son and daugh-
ter-in-law, Mike and Carol
Gunter of Fairlawn; grand- |
daughters, Kayla Gunter of

Parrott, and Ashley (Luke)
Parah of Fairlawn; great

grandchildren,  Jackson
Sadler, Ember Lattimer
N and  Katherine Parah;

brother, Daniel L. Whit-
lock; her canine compan-
# | ion, Jake; and many other
relatives and friends.
Services will be private.
The Gunter family is in
the care of Mullins Funeral
Home & Crematory.

Price, A11c1a Snider

Alicia Snider Price, 51,
joined her mother in their
Heavenly Home on Wednes-
day, Dec. 9, at 8:07 am. at
UVA Medical Hospital.

Alicia was born to Wayne
Snider and the late Barbara
DeHart Snider of Dublin on
Jan. 16, 1969. She was a 1987
graduate of Pulaski County
High School and attended
college at New River Com-
munity College in Dublin.

father John DeHart, and her
uncle, Johnny DeHart.

She is survived by her
husband, Terry Price, and
her daughter, Kayla Price,
both of Fairlawn; her father,
Wayne Snider of Dublin;
a sister, Chrissy Price, and
brother-in-law Mike Price of
Draper; brother Tony Snider
and sister-in-law  Sabrina
Snider of Christiansburg;
brother Gary Snider of Al-

She  enjoyed  spend-
ing dme with her family, watching Adanta
Braves baseball and attending her daughter’s
softball games.

She was preceded in death by her beloved
mother, Barbara DeHart Snider, grandmother
Della Snider and grandfather Charles Snider,
grandmother Katherine DeHart and grand-

exandria; a number of nieces
and nephews and all her wonderful aunts,
uncles, cousins and friends.

Alicia requested to be cremated and wished
to be placed near her mother. A celebration
of life will be held for family and friends in
the coming months. In lieu of flowers, please
donate to your charity of choice.

Slusser, Jr., Pascal Erno (Bud)

Pascal Erno (Bud) Slusser,

Jr, 63, of Christiansburg
died, Wednesday, Dec. 16,
2020, at his home surround-
ed by his family. He was
born on March 10, 1957 to
the late Pascal Erno, Sr. and
Mary Bradley Slusser. He was
also preceded in death by a 3!
brother, Roger Slusser. e ol

Bud was an avid hunter,
fisherman, and outdoors-
man. Most of all he cher-
ished his time watching Ja-
mie play ball. He is survived by his wife of
45 years, Margaret Akers Slusser; his son
and daughter-in-law, Jamie and Aman-

da Slusser; brother, Gary
(Slim) Slusser; special niece,
Tonya and her husband,
Charlie; special nephew,
Josh and his girlfriend,
Tracey; sisters-in-law and
brothers-in-law, Velma
and Mike McMurray, Jan-
ice and Haywood Tiller;
brother-in-law, and sister-
in-law, Eddie and Shirley
Akers, special friends, Sid
4 Smith and Al Lugar, several
nieces and nephews.

Services will be held at a later date. Ar-
rangements by McCoy Funeral Home,
Blacksburg,

Mullins, Virginia
Frances Sutphin Meredith

Virginia Frances Sutphin Meredith Mul-
lins, 86, passed away Monday, Dec. 14,
2020. She was a smiling face in the Deli of
the Kroger in Fairlawn and a member of
Calvary Baptist Church. She was preceded
in death by her husbands, Henry Harman
Meredith and Edwin Clarence Mullins.

Survivors include her son and daughter-
in-law, David and Donna Meredith; sister,
Opal S. Jones; several much loved nieces

and nephews; many great nieces and great
nephews; and a multitude of friends.

Graveside services will be held at 10 a.m.
on Tuesday, Dec. 22, 2020, at the South-
west Virginia Veterans Cemetery in Dublin.

Due to the restrictions with COVID19,
services will be limited to 25 people.

The Mullins family is in the care of Mul-
lins Funeral Home & Crematory in Rad-

ford. www.mullinsfuneralhome.com.

Ross, Joyce Wimmer

Joyce Wimmer Ross, 74,
of Christiansburg passed away
on Tuesday, Dec. 15, 2020.
A loving and devoted wife,
mother and grandmother, she
left this world peacefully with
her husband and two children
by her side.

Born on Sept. 30, 1946,

ourvalley.org

e FincasTLE & HERALD

For Rent -
Apartments

2,3,4BR

Townhouse Style
accepting applications.
Short waiting list, HUD
subsidized, W/D hookups,
private patio, water &
trash incl. Fairfax Village
Apts. 332 Fairfax St.,
Radford Cambridge
Square 1805 Whipple Dr.
NW Blacksburg 540-731-
1786 EHO TDD #800-828-
1120

|||||||||||

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD
Mixed Hardwood.
Call 540-529-2745

Delivery in Botetourt only

ADVERTISE!

or email

Vﬁ;ton Mcssengcf Tie New CasTLERRECORD

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE

Unprinted end rolls of
newsprint. Great for

packing & shipping, moving
& storage and for art
projects. Various sizes
available. Stop by the
Salem Times-Register 1633
West Main St. or call
(540)389-9355 for details.

Help Wanted -
General

° Part Time
Newspaper
Production Help
The Salem TimesRegister

has openings for
afternoon/evening shift
work inserting, labeling
and bundling newspapers
for delivery. No
experience necessary.
Hours may vary. Will train.
$7.50 per hour. Contact
Lynn Hurst, General
Manager, Salem-Times
Register (540)389-9355

Ihurst@ourvalley.org

Sat TiMESweREGISTER

lews Messenger,

A GREAT DEAL IN
THE CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, call 389-9355

in Roanoke, she was raised in
the area and graduated from
Patrick Henry High School
in 1964 and then Radford
College in 1968. She married
Harold Houchins Ross Jr. on
July 3, 1970, at a ceremony
held at her childhood church,
First Christian Church in

Submit
letters
to the
editor
to
editor@

ourvalley.org

downtown Roanoke. She
taught school for a few years
and throughout her life she
dedicated herself to her family,
her church and several other
causes and organizations. She
shared her love of cooking
and baking with family and
friends and self-published two
cookbooks. She also enjoyed
crafting, crossword puzzles
and reading. She was preceded
in death by her parents, Ar-
thur Lewis and Helen Hunter
Wimmer. She is survived by
her husband of 50 years, Har-
old; her children Alison Ross
MacPhail and Mark Stephen
Ross and their spouses, Joseph
C. MacPhail III and Virginia
Katherine Ross; her broth-
ers Neil Jackson Wimmer
and Donald Lewis Wimmer;
and her five granddaughters,
Elizabeth, Ashleigh and Em-
ily MacPhail, and Katherine
Joyce and Evelyn Ross.

A celebration of life service
will be held later in 2021. In
lieu of flowers, the family has
requested  that memorials
be made in Joyce’s honor to
First Christan Church 344
Church Ave SW, Roanoke,
VA 24016 or the American
Red Cross. Arrangements by
Horne Funeral Home & Cre-
matory, Chrisdansburg, VA
540-382-2612.

CROSSWORD ANSWERS
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Fuente will be back as VT head football coach for 2021 season

Marty Gordon

NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Athletic Director Whit
Babcock ended the specu-
lation surrounding football
coach Justin Fuente Tues-
day by stating there will be
no changes for next season.

“I believe in Justin,” Bab-
cock said during a Zoom
news conference. “It’s not
always the fashionable
thing to keep somebody
when everybody is yelling,
but he’s our guy and I be-
lieve he gives us the best
chance to be successful.”

Babcock told reporters
he understands the rum-
blings of fans and longtime
Hokie supporters but asked
them to stay the course.

“We would ask from
Hokie nation if you can do
it when we play again in
nine to 10 months if you
are up to this: Don't tear
it down,” Babcock said.
“Some will continue to try
to tear and never stop just
to justify their previous po-
sition of thinking that we
needed to make a change.”

Babcock said he and

Fuente sat down on Mon-
day. “We covered recruit-
ing, the depth chart,
strength and  condition-
ing, coaches, coaching,
community outreach, fan
donor  engagement, his
media appearances, for-
mer player involvement,
that this is a results-driven
business, what the identity
to our team is and needs
to be, where we need help
and support, his level of
commitment whether he
wants to be here and what
he wants to do right here.
And his answers were hon-
est and sincere and genuine
and they certainly ener-
gized me,” the AD said.

Babcock put to rest any
rumors that the two men
did not see eye-to-eye.

“Any past misunder-
standings that Justin and
I may have had are great-
ly, greaty exaggerated,”
the athletic director said.
“Please keep in mind any
leak that is put out there
is always with a motive.
We get along just fine, and
yesterday was a great ex-
ample.”

Coincidentally, Tuesday
was the day Fuente’s buy-
out of his contract dropped
from approximately $12 to
$10 million. But Babcock
said that did not come into
play, and neither did the
overall financial downslide
of the university’s athletic
budget.

“Yes, we are in a bind
financially, yes there’s buy-
outs, but we were deter-
mined to make the right
decision either way because
I cannot imagine a working
relationship  with  some-
body whom you don't be-
lieve in that you just keep
for money,” Babcock said.
“You can lose or risk money
no matter which way you
go, so make the right deci-
sion and the rest will take
care of itself.”

Fuente has gone 43-32
in five seasons in Blacks-
burg, and Babcock com-
pared this season to being
the former Memphis head
coach’s first “true” year in
charge of the Hokies.

The athletic director
said its hard to follow a
legendary coach like Frank

Beamer.

“For Justin, this was
Year 1 in some respects,”
he said. “And please let me
explain it like that. We are
not going to look at it like
Year 1. We know it’s Year 5.
What I mean is this, that
this is Year 1 of being to-
tally Justin’s program, all of
his players. I believe that

the transition from Coach
Beamer and Bud Foster
was harder than anticipat-
ed, not because of Bud or
Coach Beamer.”
COVID-19 has turned
the program upside down.
Babcock admitted over
70 percent of the football
team and staff has had the

virus this season.

FILE PHOTO
Justin Fuente will return in 2021 for a sixth season as head coach of the Virginia
Tech foothall team.

The pandemic could
also play into whether
the Hokies participate in
another postseason bowl
game. Babcock said that
decision has not yet been
made.

At least four other ACC
programs, including UVA,
have opted out of playing

in a bowl game.

RU adds two to women S golf

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Radford  University
head women’s golf coach
Jeff Beeler announced

the addition of two in-
state standouts Monday
afternoon.

Kaitlyn Mosdell and
Caleigh Street will join
the program for the

PHOTO COURTESY OF RU ATHLETICS

2021-22 season. Mosdell
and Street will each have
four years of eligibility
remaining.

Mosdell, a Roanoke

native, is a three-time

qualifier for the Virgin-
ia High School League
Girls State Champion-
ship  (2017-19).  She
competed at Lord Bote-
tourt High School. She
was a two-time All-Blue
Ridge District Team se-
lection (2018, 2019)
and also won the Blue
Ridge District Tourna-
ment.

On the junior side,
Mosdell was a two-time
member of the Roanoke
Valley Golf Hall of Fame
(2018, 2019) and fin-
ished second at the Roa-
noke County City Tour-
nament, posting rounds
of 77 and 71. Mosdell
was also ranked as the
sixth-best prospect in
the 2021 class.

“I'm excited to have
Kaitlyn join our pro-
gram,” Beeler said. “She
has tremendous upside

and is a local talent that
should have an immedi-
ate impact on our pro-
gram.”

Street, a Jewell Ridge,
Va., native, is a three-
time qualifier for the
VHSL Girls State Cham-
pionship (2017-19). She
competed at Richlands
High School. She was
the first female from
Richlands to ever qual-
ify for the VHSL State
Championship. She shot
a 69 to win the VHSL
Region 2D Champion-
ship in 2019. Street was
also the 2019 VHSL
Southwest District and
Region 2D Player of the
Year.

Street had a deco-
rated junior career as
well, winning both the
Hurricane Junior Golf
Tour’s Raleigh Summer
Junior Tournament and

the HJGT Knoxville Fall
Junior Open, shooting
70-76 to win the latter
event. She also finished
as the runner-up in the
HJGT Pinehurst Fall Ju-
nior Open.

“Like a lot of recruits
for 2021, I've never met
Caleigh, but after speak-
ing with her and getting
to know her I know she’s
going to fit in perfectly
with our team,” Beeler
said. “She’s had a great
junior golf career and
we’re excited for her to
join us in the fall.”

Mosdell and Street
will join a Highlanders
team that returns four
of its five starters from
the 2019-20 team that
set the school record
for lowest 54-hole team
score.

--RU Athletics

VHSL retracts earlier statement requiring masks in games
and practices in favor of encouraging masks to be worn

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

In a statement issued Mon-
day morning, the Virginia High
School League rescinded its ear-
lier statement requiring that face
coverings be worn during train-
ing and competition and has
reissued its guidance to declare
that face masks are “strongly en-
couraged” but not required in
accordance with the governor’s
emergency order.

On Dec. 10, the VHSL an-
nounced that it “is requiring
each school to follow the rec-
ommendations of the Virginia
Department of Health (VDH)
and the American Academy of
Pediatrics (AAP)” that students
and coaches wear masks while
participating in sports.

This requirement was issued
in response to information that
the Governor’s Requirement to
Wear Face Coverings would in-
clude such a provision. However,
Emergency Order 72 when is-
sued stated that face coverings re-

quirements “do not apply to ...
individuals exercising or using
exercise equipment.”

“VHSL apologizes for any
confusion created by its original
release,” said VHSL Executive
Director, Dr. John W. “Billy”
Haun. “We ask the public to un-
derstand that it is the first mis-
sion of VHSL to make sure that
athletics are conducted in a safe
and healthy environment, and
it was that desire that motivated
the original decision.

“Each school may continue to
exercise its discretion and judg-
ment as to safety steps within its
athletics programs as it pertains
to face coverings.”

In its statement, the VHSL
said, “The state’s athletic group
is rescinding its requirement that
face coverings be worn during
training and competition and is
reissuing its guidance to conform
with the intent of EO 72 that
face masks are ‘strongly encour-
aged’ but not required.”

According to the Virginia De-
partment of Health, individuals

who participate in, attend, or
organize sports activities should
consider the potential level of
risk for transmitting COVID-19
associated with certain sports
before deciding to participate in
recreational sports. COVID-19
is spread by close contact be-

tween infectious individuals
(who may or may not be symp-
tomatic).

In line with the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) Considerations for Youth
Sports, the VDH recommends
that participants and organiz-
ers of sports activities consider
the following to help assess the
risk of spread during a particular
sport:

* Physical closeness of players,
and the length of time that play-
ers are close to each other or to
staff.

* Amount of necessary touch-
ing of shared equipment and gear
(e.g., protective gear, balls, bats,
racquets, mats or watet bottles).

* Ability to engage in social
distancing while not actively

engaged in play (e.g., during
practice, on the sideline or in the
dugout).

* Age of the player.

e Players at higher risk of de-
veloping serious disease.

* Size of the team. Limit any
nonessential visitors, spectators,
volunteers and activities involv-
ing external groups or organiza-
tions.

* Travel outside of the local
community.

* Setting in which the sport is
typically played (e.g. indoors vs.
outdoors).

The VDH says wearing masks
is especially important during in-
door competition and practices.
Wearing masks is also important
in shared spaces such as locker
rooms and during shared trans-
portation (including carpooling)
to/from an event.

Masks should also be worn by
coaches, officials, spectators and
volunteers at all times and coach-
es and/or officials should moni-
tor proper use. Individual out-
door sports that do not involve

close contact (e.g. golf, singles
tennis, etc) may not necessitate
wearing a mask.

Masks are generally well tol-
erated by the majority of per-
sons who wear them during
exercise; however the masks may
need to be removed under cer-
tain circumstances (e.g. if the
masks become wet). There are
some sports in which the mask
could become a choking hazard
or inadvertently impair vision
and should not be worn, such
as cheerleading-tumbling/stunt-
ing, gymnastics, wrestling and
water Sports.

Virginia Gov. Ralph
Northam’s Executive Order 72
includes capacity limits.

For sports played indoors,
spectators must be limited to 25
persons per field (indoor courts).

For sports played outdoors,
spectators are limited to two
guests per player.

The total number of specta-
tors cannot exceed 30 percent of
the occupancy load of the certifi-
cate of occupancy for the venue.

Major League Baseball reclassifies Salem baseball, Pulaski

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Major League Baseball’s
(MLB) final overhaul for Mi-
nor League Baseball has been
announced, and it includes re-
classifying the Salem club from
High-A to Low-A ball.

Salem will remain a Red Sox
affiliate, but Pulaski lost the
Yankees when the Appalachian
League was downgraded from a
rookie short season to a college

wooden bat league.

Details are still out on how
the change in classifications will
affect the Sox. A new Player De-
velopment License (PDL) was
signed last week, and the Salem
franchise is owned and oper-
ated by the big-league team so
the re-up came as no surprise.

The PDL replaces a previous
agreement between MLB and
minor league baseball teams
that expired in October. If a
full season is played in 2021,

the schedule will include a 132-
game schedule for A, 138 for
AA and 144 games for AAA.

The changes also eliminated
some teams around the country
including longtime Carolina
League members Fredrick and
Hagerstown.

In addition to Pulaski, the
New York Yankees eliminated
nearby Staten Island, a Single-A
affiliate. The team said it would
shut down operations com-

pletely for the time being. The

Staten Island ownership has
filed a lawsuit against the Yan-
kees to hold them accountable
to a written agreement with the
club.

The overall plan lowers the
total of minor league teams
from 160 to 120. The change
caused every MLB team to re-
evaluate and streamline its mi-
nor league operation. The Yan-
kees reduced its locations from
10 to six.

Twenty-seven games will be

loses Yankees

played at Pulaski’s Calfee Park
as part of the new wooden bat
league that will feature seniors
in high school and freshmen
from college. League play will
begin on June 3 and continue
through August 7.

On a side note, the Calfee
trolley was vandalized this past
week, and Calfee Park officials
are offering a $1,000 reward for
the arrest and conviction of the
individual and/or individuals
responsible for the incident.
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Outdoor report: What are F1 largemouth bass?

F1 largemouth bass (also
sometimes referred to as “ti-
ger bass”) are the first-gener-
ation cross between two sub-
species of largemouth bass:
the Northern largemouth
bass and the Florida large-
mouth bass.

These fish are called “in-
tergrades” instead of “hy-
brids” because they are not
a cross of two different spe-
cies, but rather two different
subspecies. By intentionally
crossing the two pure sub-
species, F1 fish are produced.

This is important because
it has been documented that
only the first-generation
cross (F1s) exhibit enhanced
growth rates. Thus, the idea
is to stock fish that can out-
perform the wild fish in our
lakes with respect to growth
(and maybe ultimate size as
well).

What kind of largemouth

bass does Virginia have?

The Department  of
Wildlife Resources has done
an extensive amount of ge-
netic testing in Virginias
lakes. What the department
has found is that our large-
mouth bass populations are
made up of fish with both
Northern and Florida genet-
ic traits. When we've looked
at the frequency of Northern
and Florida genes in our bass
populations, we typically see
anywhere from 40% to 60%
Florida genes. All of our pop-
ulations appear to be mixed.
However, our wild fish are
not first-generation crosses
between pure Northern and
Florida strains. Instead, they
are what geneticists call an
Fx generation. This simply
means that it’s a fish that has
both Northern and Florida
ancestry, but isnt the direct
offspring of pure parents.

You can think of it as the
difference between a labra-

doodle and a mutt that has
some lab and some poodle
in its ancestry. The key to all
of this is that by stocking F1
fish, we are not introducing
any new genetic material
into our populations, and
we aren't doing this in an at-
tempt to change the genetic
composition of the popula-
tions.

Where does the Virginia
Department of Wildlife Re-
sources (DWR) get F1 large-
mouth bass?

Currently, we do not have
the hatchery infrastructure
or a source of pure North-
ern/Florida brood stock re-
quired to produce F1 fish.
Therefore, we are purchas-
ing these fish from a private
source that meets our fish
health protocols (so we don't
introduce any new diseases
into our waters).

Because we have to pur-
chase these fish, the entire
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program is affordable only
if we can achieve results with
a relatively small number
of fish. Thus, the plan is to
stock these at a low density
because thats the only way
it would be sustainable on a
bigger scale (should the proj-
ect prove to be successful).

Additionally, this is a
good time to remind folks
that stocking fish into public
waters in the state is illegal
without an authorization
from DWR. We follow a
very stringent set of proto-
cols when we decide to stock
fish, and this is not some-
thing to be taken lighty.
Stocking the wrong fish in
the wrong place can have
serious consequences to the
ecosystem.

Because of this, we con-
sider all potental stockings
very carefully, evaluate the
possible outcomes using the
best available data, and make
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sure the fish we're stocking
come from a healthy source
(so we don't introduce any
new diseases). Stocking any
fish has consequences of
some sort and requires care-
ful planning and evaluation.
Many ecosystems have been
irreparably harmed by peo-
ple stocking fish (intention-
ally and unintentionally)
and should never be done
without considering all the
possible outcomes.

Where is DWR stocking
Fl1s?

Over the years, we have
stocked F1 largemouth bass
in several places. These in-
clude resources like Back
Bay, the Chickahominy
River, the tdal Rappah-
annock River and several
small impoundments. This
current experimental stock-
ing program is focusing
on a set of large reservoirs.
We are stocking these fish
into Smith Mountain Lake,
Claytor Lake, Lake Anna,
Lake Chesdin and Beaver-
dam Swamp Reservoir.

Because this experiment
is directed toward large res-
ervoirs, it will be separated
from any other work we
might do with F1 fish on
small impoundments (un-
der 500 ac) or tidal waters.
Those resources will be
treated separately on a case-
by-case basis.

Why is DWR stocking
Fl1s?

Studies have shown F1
intergrade fish have po-
tential to grow faster and
reach larger sizes than pure
Northern strain fish, Florida
strain fish or other crosses
beyond the first generation
(e.g., the offspring of two F1
fish would be F2 fish, and
these don't show enhanced
growth rates). However, that
firsc-generation cross (Fls)
do tend to grow faster (and
maybe get larger) than large-
mouth bass currently swim-
ming around in our lakes.

The idea behind stocking
these fish is we want to try to
enhance the trophy fishery
component in our big lakes.
If we can get fish to a trophy
size faster, then theoretically
there will be more trophy-
sized fish in the lake.

Additionally, if F1 fish
can get a litde larger than
wild fish, we might see some
bigger fish coming out of
these lakes as well. We dont
know it will work this way,
which is why we are doing
this on an experimental ba-
sis.

Why are some water bod-
ies stocked with F1s, while
others aren®

The biggest reason is that
we dont know if this will
work. We currently do not
have the hatchery resources
to produce our own FI
largemouth bass, so we have
to purchase them from the
private sector.

This isnt particularly
cheap. If the stockings do
work, then well look to ex-
pand the program to other
lakes. If it doesnt work and
our results do not meet our
goals for the program, then
we will have learned what
we needed at a reduced cost
for the study.

We are doing this on
enough lakes (five of them)
to get a good picture of the
success rate, while still be-
ing relatively conservative
with our budget. In short,
we are stocking just enough
lakes to make this a viable
experiment, and not wasting
money with overkill.

We've picked a wide
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us to plan for future efforts
should it prove successtul.
Conversely, if the whole
thing doesn’t work, we won't
have spent license money
where we didn’t need to. Ul-
timately, this pilot program
should allow us to evaluate
the success of this manage-
ment tool. If we achieve our
goals for the program, then
we can look to expand it in
the future.

Do F1 largemouth bass
have the potential to harm
established bass fisheries?

We don’t think so.

From a genetic stand-
poing, all of our largemouth
populations are a mix of
Northern and Florida genes
(in various proportions).
Based on the rather exten-
sive amount of genetic test-
ing we've done, we dont
have any “pure” largemouth
populations anywhere in the
state. So, we dont expect
any genetic impacts to our
largemouth bass from these
stockings.

Beyond that, we also do
not anticipate any negative
impacts to established fish-
eries based upon competi-
tion between stocked and
wild fish. We are deliberately
stocking low numbers of F1
fish, which is the only way
this program is affordable
and sustainable.

Given that we are stock-
ing at low densities, we dont
expect any competitive im-
pacts with wild fish.

Will T catch more bass in
lakes where you've stocked
Fls?

Probably not. The idea
behind this program is to
target the trophy end of these
fisheries. The better growth
rates of F1 fish may show
up as more 5+ Ib. bass, but
were stll talking about a
relatively small number of
fish when you look at the
entire lake population. As
far as overall catch rates go,
we are not stocking enough
fish to really notice much of
a difference in the numbers
of 127-18” fish. So, while we
may see an increase in the
numbers of really big fish,
modest increases of average-
sized fish won't be detectable
for most anglers.

How long will it take to
determine whether this pro-
gram worked or not?

Because were talking
about wying to change
the trophy aspect of these
fisheries, were looking at
5-10-year-old fish. Thus, it’s
not something that we can
evaluate in a couple of years.

Under perfect condi-
tions, we might start seeing
some results in as few as five
or six years, but it will be 10
to 12 years before we get a
really good idea of whether
this worked or not. Basically,
its a long-term project that
will require many years of
monitoring on our part to
evaluate its success or failure.

How can I tell the dif-
ference between a stocked
F1 largemouth and a wild
largemouth?

The short answer is that
you cant tell the difference
without access to a good
genetics lab. Visually, the
stocked fish are indistin-
guishable from the wild fish.
We take a small piece of fin
from any fish we want to
test and send that to a genet-
ics laboratory for analysis.
The only way to identify the
stocked fish is with genetic
testing, which looks at the
ratio of Northern and Flori-
da genes. Beyond that, there
is no way to tell the stocked

enough variety of lakes fish from the wild ones.
across the state to get a
good picture of how well - Scotr Smith, DWR
this might work and allow  Regional Fisheries Manager
o)
Free Gift
« * Wrapping

Dg@' Christmas Gifts

Last Minute

Mon-Sat 11:30am-7:00pm - Plenty of Parking - Curbside Service

(540) 951-8102 - University City Blvd. | Blacksburg






