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Radford nurse practitioner 
enters state senate race

Laurie BuchwaldTravis Hackworth

Laurie Buchwald, a Radford 
nurse practitioner and former Rad-
ford City Council member, will be 
vying to be the next 38th District 
state senator.

Buchwald, a Democrat, will be 
facing Republican candidate Travis 
Hackworth of Tazewell County in 

the upcoming special election, set 
for March 23. Th e special election 
is to fi ll the remainder of the term 
of the late Senator Ben Chafi n, who 
died Jan. 1 from COVID-19.

Buchwald said the COVID-19 
pandemic and healthcare in general 
is a primary reason she decided to 
run for the open senate seat.

“I very much want to have a posi-
tive impact on the health of our dis-

trict and Southwest Virginia,” said 
Buchwald via email early Friday 
morning. “Certainly that means our 
physical and emotional health in the 
wake of COVID-19. On a daily ba-
sis I hear from patients, who come 
from all over Southwest Virginia, 
about their fear and anxiety of this 
dreaded virus. Th ey have lost jobs. 
Th eir loved ones are sick and have 
died.

“But the lack of access to health-
care existed long before COV-
ID-19,” Buchwald said. “I want to 
fi ght to preserve and protect Medic-
aid expansion and to improve access 
to care for everyone. I want to im-
prove the health of our communi-
ties, our infrastructure and schools, 
our natural resources, and of course, 
our economy. I have the energy, the 
elected experience, and the positiv-
ity to be the next State Senator from 
Southwest Virginia.”

Hackworth, a Tazewell County 

Heather Bell
hbell@ourvalley.org

Burglarized twice, 
TruHarvest Farms offers 
$50K reward for information

With some $250,000 
worth of its smokable fl ower 
cured hemp product having 
been stolen in two burglar-
ies within the last couple of 
weeks, Christiansburg's Tru-
Harvest Farms is off ering a 
$50,000 reward to anyone 
who comes forward with 
information leading to the 
conviction of the thief.

TruHarvest general man-
ager John Straw said that 
the identity of anyone who 
provides information will 
be protected. He said he has 
not ruled out an inside job, 
that the thief had knowledge 
of the farm’s operation. Se-
curity cameras showed that 
the thief knew exactly where 
to go. “He went straight to 

[the product] and straight 
out,” Straw said. “We’re not 
ruling anybody out.”

Only a single perpetrator 
is involved, the general man-
ager said. Th e burglar stole 
61 pounds the fi rst time and 
50 pounds the second time.

According to Straw, the 
criminal knew enough not 
to drive through the gate 
onto the property, instead 
parking on a private drive 
off  the property and away 
from the barn, loading the 
stolen product into duf-
fel bags and then walking 
through a cornfi eld to the 
waiting vehicle.

Straw said both break-ins 
occurred during the 1 a.m. 
hour.

Dancers with Sankofa Danzafro perform "The City of Others."

Moss Arts Center’s ‘HomeStage’ presents world 
premiere of ‘Th e City of Others’ Th ursday

Th e Moss Arts Center’s “Home-
Stage” series of performances con-
tinues Th ursday, Jan. 28, at 7:30 
p.m. with the world premiere of 
“Th e City of Others,” which show-
cases Colombia's Sankofa Danzafro, 
an Afro-Colombian and Afro-con-
temporary dance group with live 
drumming and song.

Co-sponsored by the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration 
at Virginia Tech, the performance 
will actually take place in a theatre 
in Medellín, Colombia. Th e event 
includes a post-performance con-
versation with Sankofa Danzafro 
Artistic Director Rafael Palacios, 
moderated by VT Assistant Profes-
sor of Sociology Andrea Baldwin.

Ticket holders have access to the 
“HomeStage” series performance as 
it happens and for seven days fol-
lowing the event.

Tickets are $10 for the general 
public and are free for Virginia Tech 
students. Th ey can be purchased 
online, at the Moss Arts Center's 
box offi  ce from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Wednesday through Friday, or by 
calling 540-231-5300 during box 
offi  ce hours.

Also available is the Spring 
Fan(fare) Pass, which provides access 
to all “HomeStage” events off ered 
until May 31, 2021, guaranteeing 
a minimum of eight performances. 
While providing added support for 
the center, Spring Fan(fare) Pass 
holders also get exclusive infor-

Blacksburg police 
investigating 
two burglaries

Offi  cers from the Blacks-
burg Police Department are 
investigating a pair of recent 
burglaries that occurred at 
occupied residences.

On Friday, Jan. 22, 2021, 
offi  cers responded to the 
400 block of E. Roanoke St. 
for a breaking-and-entering 
of an occupied residence in 
the early morning hours. 
Th e suspect in the investiga-
tion is described as a college-
aged white male wearing 
dark clothing and a face 
covering.

Blacksburg police are also 
investigating the separate 
breaking-and-entering of an 
occupied residence that oc-
curred on Saturday, Jan. 23, 
2021, in the early morning 
hours in the 500 block of 
Sunridge Drive.

Several items were taken 
during these incidents.

Anyone with informa-
tion about either crime 
is urged to contact the 
Blacksburg Police Depart-
ment at 540-443-1400. 
You can remain anony-
mous by calling the Blacks-
burg Police Tip Line at 
540-961-1819.

Blacksburg police mind 
everyone to lock the doors 
and windows of their resi-
dences while they are away 
and to secure their vehicles 
while not in use. Anyone 
observing any suspicious 
activity at any time should 
report it to the police by 
dialing 911 or by call-
ing the New River Valley 
Communications Center 
at (540) 382-4343.

Red velvet fudge

Vittles for Vets, a Radford-based 
non-profi t corporation that pro-
vides food gift cards to veterans 
who rely on food pantries and soup 
kitchens, is teaming up with local 
artisan fudge maker Blue Ridge 
Fudge in a delicious new fundrais-
er for Valentine’s Day.

Th e Vittles for Vets charity is 
currently servicing about 90 vet-
erans and their families assisting 
their food and nutritional needs. 
Th e annual cost per veteran per 

year is $2,600.
“We have partnered with Robin 

Burdette, owner of Th e Blue Ridge 
Fudge Lady and a veteran herself 
for a Valentine’s Day fundraiser 
for Vittles for Vets,” said Donna 
Salmons of Vittles for Vets. “Get 
ready to treat your sweetie for Val-
entine’s Day and support our ef-
forts at Vittles for Vets at the same 
time.

“Her fudge, which is absolutely 
fantastic, will go down guilt free 
when you know your purchase 
is going to such a good cause,” 
Salmons said. “In fact, a whopping 

25% of sales will go to the Vittles 
for Vets’ Grocery Card Program, 
which issues weekly gift cards to 
purchase healthy food for veterans 
in Southwest Virginia struggling 
with food insecurity.” 

To participate in the fund-
raiser, online orders can be placed 
through February 5 and shipped 
for an additional fee anywhere in 
the US at https://vittlesforvets.fud-
gelady.com/. Local orders (within 
30 minutes of Pulaski County) can 
be placed online or with Lee Wolfe 

Heather Bell
hbell@ourvalley.org

See Vittles, page 2

Radford’s Vittles for Vets combating 
hunger for local veterans

News Brief: Radford 
Police investigating 
two shooting incidents

Within less than 30 
minutes of each other, on 
Sunday, Jan. 24, the Rad-
ford City Police Depart-
ment responded to two 
calls concerning shots be-
ing fi red.

Units were fi rst dis-
patched at 1:08 a.m. to 
the 100 block of Madison 
Street in response to a re-
port of shots being fi red. 
Th en at 1:22 a.m., units 
were sent to the 400 block 
of Sanford Street for an 

additional report of shots 
fi red. At the scene, offi  cers 
located a gunshot victim 
whom they transported to 
New River Valley Medical 
Center.

Th e police department 
is actively investigating 
both incidents, which ap-
pear to be connected.

Anyone with any in-
formation about either 
incident should email 
crimestoppers@radfordva.
gov or call 540-731-3624.

See Senate, page 2

mation through regular Fan(fare) 
Insider emails and are the fi rst to 
know about new events added to 
the schedule.

In “Th e City of Others,” Sankofa 
Danzafro portrays the reality of 
marginalized communities who 
have faced ethnic discrimination 
and social inequality for genera-
tions. Th e work evokes the sensi-
tivity and enjoyment of dance and 
is a legitimate representation of a 
diverse, multicultural nation seek-
ing the paths of reunion and coex-
istence.

When lockdown orders tempo-
rarily lifted in Colombia recent-
ly, the dancers and musicians of 
Sankofa Danzafro came together 
for the fi rst time in months to per-
form their most renowned work. 

Th e performance features tradition-
al Colombian songs and rhythms, 
such as the vallenato from the At-
lantic region coastline, and dances 
such as the bullerengue (also from 
the Atlantic coastline) and the cur-
rulao and abozao dances from the 
Pacifi c coastline.

Using poetic movement to ex-
plore social and cultural narratives 
related to its home country of Co-
lombia, the contemporary dance 
company is dedicated to train-
ing and creation in dance and has 
sought to build a bridge between 
Afro-Colombian peoples and the 
African continent. Sankofa's works 
are built on the ideas of social 
bonding, personal growth and the 
positioning of local cultures in the 
national dynamics.
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Warm-blooded verte-
brates
 8. Semitic peoples
13. Supervise
14. Historical German 
territory
15. Sweat
19. The Wolverine State
20. China
21. Violent disturbances
22. A way to commemo-
rate the dead
23. Midway between east 
and southeast
24. Bird genus
25. Trim
26. Disparaged
30. More coherent
31. Abnormal rattling 
sounds
32. Healthy appetizers

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

33. Partner to “shocked”
34. French pianist Pascal
35. Jokes
38. Marks to omit print
39. Tall
40. Coverage
44. “A Death in the Fam-
ily” author
45. Role of highlights
46. Fixed-radio access
47. Partly digested food
48. “Lamb Chop” pup-
peteer Lewis
49. In support of
50. Aluminum
51. Reduction in value 
over time
55. Running events
57. Portuguese region
58. Slovenly women
59. Strongly criticized

CLUES DOWN
 1. Wiped up
 2. Opposed to
 3. Macon, GA, university
 4. Wife
 5. Small viper
 6. Polynesia garland of flowers
 7. Saw-like
 8. Maltese-Italian composer 
Girolamo
 9. Moved faster than walking
10. Commercial
11. Covered with mud
12. Marksmen
16. Buenos __ 
17. Tailless amphibian
18. Belonging to a thing
22. Mars crater
25. Most fair
27. Citrus fruit
28. Awkward
29. Brews

30. Beloved late broadcaster 
Craig
32. All alone
34. Copies
35. Poster
36. Symmetrical
37. Grew older
38. Makes tractors
40. Not the front
41. State as fact
42. Long, narrow cut
43. Worked hard for
45. Indicates position in a 
box score
48. Tax
51. “Lookout Weekend” 
singer Debbie
52. Unhealthy
53. Imam name __ Khan
54. A woolen cap of Scottish 
origin (abbr.)
56. The Golden State

New River Valley Juvenile Detention
Summary Statement of Financial Condition

For The Year Ended June 30, 2020

Assets      $2,237,794

Deferred Outflows of Resources      $85,028

Liabilities      $724,073

Deferred Inflows of Resources     $132,337

Net Position     $1,466,412

Revenues    $1,441,761

Expenses     $1,169,765

Net Change in Net Position    $271,996

Senate from page 1

Vittles from page 1

residential and commer-
cial builder, won the Re-
publican nomination for 
the seat on Th ursday after 
a primary that included 
six candidates. Hackworth 
garnered 35.8 percent of 
the vote, beating Kimberly 
Lowe, Jony Baker, Tamara 
Neo, Elijah Leonard and 
Chad Dotson.

Buchwald served on 
the Radford City Council 
from 2002-2010 before 

opting not to run for a 
third term. She later ran 
unsuccessfully for the Vir-
ginia House of Delegates 
against Joseph Yost before 
turning her eff orts toward 
encouraging women to run 
for public offi  ce with suc-
cessful results in getting 
more women elected to 
state and national govern-
ment. She said Th ursday 
in a message on Facebook 
she has been overwhelmed 

by the support she has re-
ceived, including several 
current elected offi  cials.

“In just two short days, I 
have been overwhelmed by 
messages of support from 
people across the 38th dis-
trict, and frankly around 
the Ninth Congressional 
District who are excited 
about my candidacy. It’s a 
short race, but I am excit-
ed,” she said. “I'm grateful 
and humbled to receive the 

endorsement of four amaz-
ing senators who serve us 
in Richmond: Majority 
Leader Dick Saslaw, Cau-
cus Chair Mamie Locke, 
and Senators Creigh Deeds 
and John Edwards.”

“I am proud to endorse 
Laurie in her bid to rep-
resent the 38th District,” 
said Senate Majority Lead-
er Dick Saslaw. “Virginians 
are looking to Richmond 
for commonsense, practi-
cal solutions to the many 
challenges they are facing 
during this unprecedented 
time of crisis. I know Lau-
rie is well suited to meet 
those challenges head on.”

“During a time of ex-
traordinary uncertainty, 
people need, now more 
than ever, steady calm 
leadership that can tangi-
bly make their lives better,” 
said Democratic Caucus 
Chair Senator Mamie 
Locke. “Our Democratic 
caucus has been hard at 
work helping to provide 
that necessary relief and is 
looking forward to the ad-
dition of Laurie so we can 
continue to get results for 
the people of Virginia.”

“Southwest Virginia 
needs leaders who under-
stand their struggles,” said 
Senator John Edwards. 

“Laurie, during her time 
as city council woman and 
throughout her healthcare 
career, has demonstrated 
her ability to do just that. 
Southwest Virginia and the 
citizens of the 38th Dis-
trict would benefi t from 
Laurie’s leadership in the 
Senate.”

“In the middle of the 
worst health crisis in mod-
ern history, what better 
person to send to Rich-
mond than a healthcare 
provider,” said Senator 
Creigh Deeds. “Southwest 
and rural Virginians have 
suff ered disproportionately 
from the COVID-19 pan-
demic. And we need lead-
ers like Laurie who under-
stand what it takes to lead 
our Commonwealth and 
region out of crisis and into 
better days.”

Hackworth said the sup-
port he received in the pri-
mary has been humbling 
and he looks forward to 
meeting voters in the dis-
trict to share his message.

“As we started this 
journey mere days ago, I 
never dreamed that this 
would turn into such an 
enriching experience,” he 
shared on Facebook. “My 
deep roots in the commu-
nity clearly resonated with 

members of our communi-
ties, and it was humbling 
to see the massive turn-
out in cold weather from 
people all across this region 
to cast votes for the future 
of Southwest Virginia. I 
look forward to continuing 
meeting voters on the cam-
paign trail as we will main-
tain an active campaign for 
the special election March 
23.

“I am ready to immedi-
ately begin working for our 
district,” Hackworth said. 
“My team will be hitting 
the ground running as our 
campaign focuses immedi-
ately on building bridges 
with the other campaigns 
and moving forward to win 
in March so that we can 
protect Southwest Virginia 
values, create jobs, and re-
build our economy as we 
recover from COVID-19.

“As I have stated from 
day one,” Hackworth 
said, “Southwest Virginia 
doesn’t need another poli-
tician. It needs an experi-
enced businessman who 
will be a voice for the 
people and fi ght for our 
region to get things done. 
I’m excited to be one step 
closer to being that voice 
and moving Southwest 
Virginia forward. Today is 
only the beginning step of 
the important work ahead 
for us to build an even bet-
ter Southwest Virginia to-
gether.”

Buchwald said she 
wants to go to Richmond 
to get results for Southwest 
Virginia.

“Southwest Virginia is 
struggling,” she said. “It 
has borne the brunt of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, suf-
fered economically for far 
too long, and is longing for 
a voice in Richmond that 
puts partisan politics aside 
and gets results for our re-
gion and people. I believe 
that I am that person.”

Wednesday, Jan. 27:

Lyman Whitaker Zoom 
Talk - Hahn Horticul-
ture Garden’s three Lyman 
Whitaker Wind Sculp-
tures have been installed 
along the southern edge of 
the Conifer Garden, a gift 
from Warren and Margie 
Kark. Whitaker's Zoom 
talk about his work will 
take place at noon. Regis-
ter at https://virginiatech.
qualtrics.com/jfe/form/
SV_291uIAlpoEfN00d.

Th ursday, Jan. 28:

Writing Flash Fiction 
Workshop - Blue Ridge Writ-
ers, an affi  liated chapter of 
the Virginia Writers Club, is 
off ering a workshop “Writ-
ing Flash Fiction” (less than 
1500 words) for interested 
writers of all ages, including 
high school students and 
adults, at 7 p.m. via Zoom. 
Blue Ridge Writers is a 501 
(c) 3 non-profi t member 
organization that supports 
beginning writers, and sea-
soned writers through cri-
tique programs, quarterly 
literary journal publication 
and monthly workshops. 
Contact Dr. John Nicolay 
nicolay0211@gmail.com or 

visit https://blueridgewrit-
ers.com for additional infor-
mation. Class size is limited.

Sunday, Jan. 31:

Blacksburg-Radford Fel-
lowship Youth Group Event 
- Th e fi rst-ever Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA) youth fel-
lowship event will be held 
from 2 p.m. until 4 p.m. at 
the Luther Memorial Lu-
theran Church picnic shel-
ter, rain or shine. Th e event 
is for youth ages 13-17 (8th 
grade through high school 
seniors). Fellowship pastors 
will serve as chaperones. 
All participants must wear 
a mask and practice social 
distancing. Vicar Alyssa Ka-
plan will lead the group in 
games. Snacks will be pro-
vided, and the fi re pit will 
help keep everyone warm.

Th ursday, Feb. 4:

Radford Army Ammuni-
tion Plant (RFAAP) Com-
mander's Community Meet-
ing  -Th is is a Facebook 
Live event from 6:30 to 8 
p.m. https://www.facebook.
com/RadfordArmyAmmu-
nitionPlant/.

Th is meeting is an op-

portunity to learn about 
RFAAP modernization and 
environmental projects, 
environmental compliance 
and corrective actions. Th e 
meeting is open to the pub-
lic. For questions, contact 
Charlie Saks at 540 731 
5785 or visit the RFAAP 
website at https://www.
jmc.army.mil/Radford/
RadfordDefault.aspx, then 
"Ask the Commander" in 
the lower left margin of the 
home page.

American Legion Meeting 
- American Legion, Harvey-
Howe-Carper Post 30 will 
meet at 7 p.m. at the VFW 
Post Home on 102 Watts 
St. in Radford. In case of 
heavy snow or ice, the meet-
ing will be cancelled. For 
further information, call 
250-2283 or 239-9864.

Tuesday, Feb. 9:

Sons of Confederate Veter-
ans Meeting - Stuart Horse 
Artillery Camp 1784 will 
meet at 7 p.m. at Aly's 
Family Italian Restaurant 
at 3204 Riner Rd. Camp 
Commander Will Reed will 
present a talk on the Histo-
ry of the Fourth Virginia In-
fantry Regiment. Members 

of the United Daughters of 
the Confederacy (UDC) 
are also invited to attend. 
In the event of heavy snow 
or ice, the meeting will be 
cancelled. For further in-
formation, call 320-4315 or 
239-9864.

Wednesday, Feb. 10:

A Beginner’s Approach 
to Garden Photography - 
Robert E. Lyons, Professor 
Emeritus University of Del-
aware, former Director of 
the Hahn Horticulture Gar-
den and a faculty member 
of the VT Horticulture De-
partment will off er a Zoom 
presentation at noon. Th is 
talk is all about using your 
eyes, your mind, and your 
camera to capture moments 
in your personal landscapes. 
Th ey may be your gardens, 
vignettes from your travels, 
seasonal records of your fa-
vorite plants and/or features 
of landscape designs.

Th e presentation content 
is example-driven and pro-
vides understandable and 
uncomplicated informa-
tion to create aesthetically 
pleasing images in a rela-
tively short period of time. 
While equipment details 
and camera mechanics will 

be mentioned, they will not 
dominate the presentation. 
Instead, the impact and 
exploitation of prevailing 
light, the elements of pho-
tographic composition, the 
power of mastering depth 
of fi eld and developing a 
personal style will be em-
phasized. Th is presentation 
is particularly relevant for 
and geared towards early-
stage photographers who 
use a variety of devices, in-
cluding DSLR’s, mobile/
cell phones or both. Regis-
ter via https://virginiatech.
qualtrics.com/jfe/form/
SV_4Ymy3HGvrxExkxf.

Saturday, Feb. 13:

Dialogue on Race 2021 
Winter Summit - An online 
event held on Zoom from 
10 a.m. until 11:30. All 
Dialogue on Race events 
will be held online or vir-
tually until further notice. 
Keynote Speakers will be 
Dr. Abraham B. Hardee 
III, DO/PhD and Dr. Pete 
Guerra, MDA. Subjects in-
clude the year in masks, the 
COVID pandemic, race 
and racism and vaccination 
and vaccines: What to know 
and what to do. Register at 
https://us02web.zoom.us/

webinar/register/WN_Jbi-
908JMSgq1264cQKX8Eg.

Ongoing:
Th roughout January:

Keep Your Lights Up for 
Healthcare Heroes - Local 
communities are calling on 
all citizens and businesses 
to keep their holiday lights 
up through January 31 to 
recognize those working in 
healthcare.

StoryWalk - All month at 
the Christiansburg Library. 
Brains and bodies get exer-
cise by reading and walking 
the trail. Th e walk begins 
at the library at the College 
Street entrance of Down-
town Park. Th is month's 
book is Th e Emperor's Egg.

Th rough Friday, Mar. 5:

Glencoe Mansion “2020 
in Review” Art Show - Th e 
show features the works of 
artists Cheryl Mackian, the 
Radford Photo Club, and 
Teresa Regil, whose works 
all appeared in the gallery 
during 2020. Th e exhibit 
opened on Tuesday, Jan. 
26. It is open to the public, 
and there is no admission 
charge.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Local college students graduate, receive honors
Two local students gradu-

ate from Alabama
TUSCALOOSA, AL. -- 

Ashley Brummette of Chris-
tiansburg and Forooza Sa-
madi of Blacksburg received 
degrees from the University of 
Alabama during its fall 2020 
commencement.

Brummette received a Bach-
elor of Science in Human En-
vironmental Sciences degree. 
Samadi received a Doctor of 
Philosophy degree.

The University of Alabama 
is the state's oldest and larg-
est public institution of higher 
education.  The university is 

a student-centered research 
institute with more than 200 
undergraduate, graduate and 
professional programs.

Blacksburg’s Emily Slusser 
named to College of Charles-
ton dean's list

CHARLESTON, S.C. -- 

Emily Slusser of Blacksburg 
was named to the College of 
Charleston Fall 2020 dean's 
list. Slusser is majoring in hos-
pitality/tourism management.

To qualify for the dean’s list, 
students must earn a GPA of 
3.6 or higher and complete 
a minimum of 14 semester 

hours.
The College of Charles-

ton is a nationally recognized 
public liberal arts and sci-
ences university. Founded in 
1770, the college is among the 
nation's top universities for 
quality education, student life 
and affordability.

at mikeandleewolfe@yahoo.
com and will be delivered by 
February 14.

Vittles for Vets is also working 
on another fundraiser, a Vittles 
for Vets cookbook titled “Mess 
Hall Favorites,” and recipes are 
being sought for the book. 

“We are excited to announce 
that Vittles is working on col-
lecting recipes from our volun-
teers, veterans and those who 

wish to honor a special veteran 
in their lives,” the charity has 
announced. “Once published, 
this cookbook will feature de-
licious dishes and stories from 
those who have served and 
their loved ones. Anyone may 
contribute a recipe and a story 
in honor of a veteran who has 
made an impact in their lives. 
Th ere is no fee to feature a be-
loved veteran in the cookbook.”

To contribute a recipe or 
to pre-order a Vittles for Vets 
Cookbook, contact Salmons at 
Vittlesrecipes@hotmail.com.

“We are hoping to have it 
for sale around Mother’s day 
and are needing recipes,” said 
Salmons. “Anyone can donate 
a recipe(s), but we are encour-
aging people to do so in honor 
or memory of a special veteran 
in their life. In the cookbook, 

along with the recipe, will be 
printed that dedication of the 
veteran’s name and branch of 
service. Recipes can be emailed 
to vittlesrecipes@hotmail.com 
or given to any Vittles for Vets 
volunteer.”  

“For a small charity like Vit-
tles, our goals are ambitious in-
deed, but we refuse to turn any 
qualifi ed veteran away. Th at is 
where the “catch 22” comes 

into play,” organizers say on the 
Vittles Facebook page. “[We] 
want to provide this service to 
as many veterans as possible, 
but in order to be successful 
and grow, the Vittles charity is 
totally dependent on the kind-
ness and generosity of the com-
munity as a whole. It is only 
through your generosity this 
charity will be able to provide 
and grow.”
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*Save 10% on any denture purchase (including Replacement or Package Dentures) by 
bringing in this ad when you visit this practice.  Ad can be printed or shown on phone and 
must be presented at time of initial payment.  Offer may not be combined with any other 
coupons, discounts, insurance program, or prior order.  Offer may change or end without 
notice.  Limit one coupon per person.  Offer ends 03/31/21. **Free Consult & X-ray offer has a
minimum value of $75 and covers a consult & a traditional 2-D X-Ray at initial visit.

02345-1

ROGER D. CAMPBELL, DMD
GENERAL DENTIST

AFFORDABLE DENTURES & IMPLANTS -
CHRISTIANSBURG
175 CONSTON AVE

CHRISTIANSBURG, VA 24073

888.925.6677

AFFORDABLEDENTURES.COM

We’re safely open 
to care for you.
Create your new smile - 
at an affordable price.

BRING IN THIS AD AND SAVE 10% 
ON ANY DENTURE PURCHASE!*

GRAND OPENING - JANUARY 28TH

• Dentures
• Extractions

• Implants
• Relines/Repairs

• Free X-Ray & Consult for  
   New Denture Patients**

PETS-OF-THE-WEEK
Each Saturday the paper features pets from the 

Montgomery County Animal Care and Adoption 
Center (480 Cinnabar Road, Christiansburg). Th ose 
interested in adopting a pet can call 382-5795 or visit 
www.montgomerycountyva.gov/acac. At this time, 
visits to the Montgomery County Animal Care and 
Adoption Center are limited to one party at a time in 
the lobby area. Animal areas are not open to the pub-
lic. To schedule an appointment to meet a prospec-
tive pet call (540) 382-5795 or email animalcenter@
montgomerycountyva.gov.

Meet little Trixie. Upon first meeting her, she can 
be a bit timid, but when she’s comfortable in her 
surroundings and discovers her favorite human, 
she’s a happy, attention-loving gal. She can be 
people- and dog- selective, so a meet-and-greet 
would be a must for Trixie.

Sweet Meg is ready for her purrfect home. She’s a 
friendly four-year-old who happily accepts a good 
head rub and chin scratch. Some of her history is a 
little unknown. Meg’s hind legs aren’t the strongest 
and she does not have a tail, but that doesn’t stop 
her from enjoying life.

Warm Hearth Village resident Geraldine Grass receives 
her Silver Santa gifts from Resident Services Coordinator 
Cindy Wiley-Lamb.

Businesses, college students, community members 
support seniors through Silver Santa program

BLACKSBURG -- 
Community members, lo-
cal businesses, college stu-
dents and Warm Hearth 
Village (WHV) employ-
ees adopted 120 low-
income seniors at Warm 
Hearth Village in 2020 
through the village’s Silver 
Santa program.

Th e seniors were pre-
sented with $10,617 in 
gifts in December.

Seniors fi lled out their 
needs/wish lists in Sep-
tember, and these were 
shared with donors. Lists 
included requests for 
food, personal care and 
pet supplies and any spe-
cial items. Wishes ranged 
from a gift card to a local 
fast-food restaurant, to 
a cowboy hat, to special 

food to meet a pet’s re-
stricted dietary needs. A 
sleigh load of gifts came 
pouring in from the com-
munity, and they were 
distributed to the seniors 
shortly before Christmas.

Among those receiving 
gifts was WHV resident 
Geraldine Grass, who 
said she was overwhelmed 
with delight when she 
opened the door and saw 
the gifts. “I could use ev-
erything in it, and it was 
absolutely wonderful of 
all those who donated,” 
she said.

Warm Hearth Village 
is a nonprofi t senior living 
community in Blacksburg 
that provides a full contin-
uum of living options on its 
campus and in the home.

VT researcher has solution to 
Asian carp invasion: Eat them

Imagine you’re driving 
a boat. You’re enjoying a 
weekend day at the lake, 
the wind whipping through 
your hair and the sun warm 
on your face. You feel a gen-
tle spray of water as your 
boat carves a path through 
the calm surface of the early 
morning water. 

Suddenly, there’s frantic 
splashing all around you. 
Dozens of giant, shimmer-
ing fi sh leap out of the wa-
ter. Just as you turn to steer 
away, one of them jumps 
up in front of the boat and 
slaps you across the face. 

You were hit by a silver 
carp, just one species in a 
family of invasive fi sh col-
lectively known as Asian 
carp that have grown so nu-
merous in the Mississippi 
River system in recent years 
they’ve become hazard-
ous to boaters. Th e danger 
Asian carp pose to boaters 
— and they are dangerous, 
with people having suff ered 
broken bones and concus-
sions after being hit by the 
enormous, jumping fi sh — 
is only one symptom of the 
greater threat the spread of 
these fi sh poses: catastroph-
ic ecological harm. 

So how do you manage 
an invasive species of fi sh 
that in only a few decades 
has spread up and down 
the Mississippi River, out-
competing native species 
and becoming more than 
90 percent of the total bio-
mass of some river systems? 

According to one Vir-
ginia Tech researcher, you 
eat them.

Believe it or not, these 
pestilential invaders causing 
some major ecological harm 
are a safe, plentiful, and 
healthy food source that is 
fl avorful and nutritious. So 

PHOTO BY ETHAN RUTLEDGE
Clay Ferguson displays one of the large bighead carp his team pulled from the Ohio 
River in June 2019 while gathering specimens to test for fillet and edible yields.

PHOTO BY RYAN HAGERTY/USFWS 
Silver carp, one of several species of Asian carp, leaping from the Fox River during 
a removal effort by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

why aren’t we eating them? 
Clay Ferguson, a fi sheries 
researcher and Ph.D. stu-
dent in Virginia Tech’s De-
partment of Food Science 
and Technology, thinks we 
should be.

He has published new 
research on the nutritional 
value and fi llet yield of 
Asian carp to help establish 
them as a viable food fi sh in 
the United States.

“Of the roughly 4,300 
invasive species in the 
United States, very few are 
actually conducive to sup-
pression by consumption 
— meaning that they’re at 
a large enough density pop-
ulation-wise, reasonably ac-
cessible and tasty enough,” 
Ferguson said. “Asian carp 
are unique.”

Asian carp were intro-
duced to U.S. ecosystems 
in the 1970s after being 
brought over from Asia and 
were used to solve water 
quality issues in enclosed 
bodies of water. Once es-

caping to nearby water 
systems, the fi shes’ hearty 
nature and rapid reproduc-
tion made them almost im-
possible to contain. Eff orts 
by ecologists and wildlife 
agencies to control their 
numbers have been ex-
pensive and largely unsuc-
cessful, and now they fi nd 
themselves racing against 
time to prevent the fi sh 
from making their way into 
the Great Lakes, where they 
fear the resulting popula-
tion explosion would cause 
irreversible damage to local 
ecosystems.

So now, the obvious 
question: if they’re so nu-
merous and easy to catch, 
why are we not eating 
them? According to Fergu-
son, there are a few hurdles 
to overcome. Th e fi rst of 
which is public perception. 
Many American consum-
ers see all carp as “dirty,” he 
said. Th ey’re thought of as 
bottom-feeders, largely due 
to this being true for cer-

tain carp species. But Fer-
guson says that the opposite 
is actually the case for Asian 
carp. 

Ferguson said previous 
attempts at marketing the 
fi sh to consumers have ad-
dressed this by simply re-
moving “carp” from the 
fi shes’ name. In some plac-
es, Asian carp are sold for 
consumption as “silverfi n.”

Th e other hurdle facing a 
successful Asian carp fi shery 
is a serious lack of practical 
data. Th ere just hasn’t been 
much research on what it 
would take to harvest the 
fi sh for large scale con-
sumption, making ecolo-
gists reluctant to turn to 
food-based solutions. Th at’s 
where Ferguson’s research 
comes in.

His initial project aimed 
to evaluate the consumptive 
value of Asian carp and pro-
vide relevant info needed 
for planning, such as econ-
omy of scale data. To do so, 
Ferguson and his team fi rst 
traveled to western Ken-
tucky where they joined a 
collaborative state agency 
eff ort to remove thousands 
of pounds of silver and big-
head carp in a single day 
from the Ohio River, not 
as diffi  cult a task as you 
might think when the fi sh 
are leaping into the boat 
on their own, he said. Th e 
team then took their haul 
back to the lab to process 
the fi sh. Th e team ground 
up and freeze-dried each 
component so they could 
test for nutritional value, 
including protein and lipid 
content. 

Th eir results revealed 
that the fi sh were incredibly 
nutritious — shockingly so 
for a nonmarine species.

Ferguson’s fi ndings were 
published in July. With it 
now demonstrated that 
Asian carp are a safe, plen-
tiful, and healthy food 
source, there’s probably 
only one question still on 
your mind.

How do they taste?
“Th ey have white, fl akey 

meat that’s mild, not very 
fi shy, and take to most 
any seasoning,” Ferguson 
said with a laugh. “If you 
are one of the few who try 
and don’t like Asian carp, 
that fi sh was either poorly 
handled, overcooked or you 
just don’t like fi sh.”

–Written by Alex Hood
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Being alone is not the same as being lonely
“A man’s home is his castle.”
According to oll.libertyfund.

org/quotes/502, that quote about 
a man's castle is credited to the 
English judge and jurist Sir Ed-
ward Coke in a famous decision 
from 1604. Th e same source says 
it’s really a simplifi cation of what 
he said, for he actually declared, 
“Th e house of every one is to him 
his castle and fortress.” Th e gist is 
the same.

Th is pandemic we haven’t seen 
the end of yet has left us in some 
rather ironic situations.

For one, in this age of tech-
nological wizardry from the cell 
phone to the computer, when we 
have more means than ever be-
fore to stay in touch with people, 
COVID has had the eff ect of re-
locating us into the Middle Ages. 
Europe’s medieval period lasted 
from the fall of Rome in 476 A.D. 
until the beginning of the Renais-
sance in the 14th century, roughly 
a thousand years.

According to a BBC website, 
“Far from their dour reputation, 
the Middle Ages were a period of 
massive social change, burgeoning 
nationalism, international confl ict, 
terrible natural disaster, climate 
change, rebellion, resistance and 

renaissance.”
Th e Middle Ages were the time 

of Europe’s most impressive archi-
tectural achievements: the con-
struction of the massive cathedrals 
and the massive castles, structures 
with drastically opposing purpos-
es. Th e cathedrals were built to let 
people in; the castles were built to 
keep people out.

And the pandemic has had the 
eff ect of destroying our sense of 
community. Instead, out of fear 
largely, we have retreated into our 
homes and, for the most part, kept 
visitors at bay. Like a castle. Our 
homes have once again become 
our castles. We don’t just live in 
them anymore. As never before in 
our history, more of us now work 
at home, too.

In his message this past Sun-
day, our church pastor delivered 
the rather surprising statistic that 
with more Americans than ever 
before working from the isolation 
of their homes, we aren’t working 
less. We’re actually working more: 
some 20 to 30 percent more.

Some time ago, the decision 
was made by the powers that be 
in the company I work for to close 
our Christiansburg offi  ce. Our 
advertising and editorial person-

nel would henceforth work from 
home. So I am parked at my com-
puter in the solitude of the second 
fl oor of my home gamely strug-
gling to put together something at 
least halfway worth reading.

Th eoretically at least, in forcing 
us to retreat into our homes, CO-
VID has given us more free time. 
Our pastor called it the margins 
of our lives, the white space at the 
edge of a book’s pages. Th e irony, 
as my pastor’s statistic shows, is 
that we haven’t used that white 
space particularly wisely. Instead, 
we’re doing more of what we’ve al-
ways done: We’re working.

Th e truth is, I like this working 
at home. I especially enjoy it on the 
days when my wife -- who teaches 
at Christiansburg High School -- is 
at home, too.

She often accuses me of being 
a bachelor, her point being that I 
don’t mind being alone at all.

Th e truth is, I don’t. While I 
certainly prefer to spend time with 
her, I am not wigged out by being 
alone either. For me, being alone 
does not at all mean being lonely.

When I was growing up, one of 
the punishments my mother doled 
out upon the extremely infrequent 
occasions that I misbehaved (gasp!) 

was to send me to my room. She 
once remarked, though, that 
sending me to the contemporary 
equivalent of time out wasn’t a 
punishment for me because I liked 
it there and was perfectly content. 
I’d usually grab a book and read or 
work crossword puzzles or such.

I still do that. Over the decades, 
I have built a library of close to 
two hundred books, most of them 
hardback classics. Th ey provide me 
with a means of constant amuse-
ment and satisfaction. And, too, in 
recent years, I have become a Su-
doku fan. Another good way to fi ll 
the hours and drive away any hints 
of loneliness.

Since the pandemic erupted 
shortly after my wife and I left 
Georgia and moved up here, one 
unpleasant fact about my life is 
true: Working at home has meant 
I haven’t had the chance to make 
any friends, a situation my more 
gregarious wife frequently laments.

And church isn’t any help either. 
We attend every Sunday morning, 
but in yet another COVID-19-in-
duced irony, our church isn’t really 
a community anymore. We show 
up on time, grab a cup of coff ee, 
attend the service, and then leave. 
Before the pandemic, we lingered 

and talked and chatted and social-
ized. No more. Masks aren’t con-
ducive to conversation, and social 
distancing isn’t conducive to min-
gling.

Th ese are lonesome times we 
live in, but I have found they are 
not necessarily lonely times.

I discussed in an earlier column 
how our school-age kids have it 
worse than we adults do because 
the foundation of the only lives 
they have ever known -- school 
and its activities -- has been swept 
away, leaving them foundering. 
We as adults -- especially we who 
have been kicked around a little 
bit -- are somewhat accustomed to 
being buff eted. We may not like it 
all that much, but we have learned 
to adjust and move on. One “new 
normal” we have had to adjust to 
this time around is being alone 
in the sense of not being part of a 
larger, wider community.

Th ank God, we still have 
family.

Th e author is a man of a certain 
age who does indeed miss not having 
good friends to visit with, party with, 
and swap stories and lies with. But 
he, like the rest of us in our isolation, 
will persevere and make it through.

Evans King: Another trip around the sun accomplished
Th is past week was my 

birthday, another trip around 
the sun in trendy parlance.

A good time to refl ect or 
at least put down on paper 
some random thoughts that 
pop into my mind regard-
ing my many trips in that 
orbit. While I was giving my 
approach some thought, I 
remembered an event from 
a few months ago that I felt 
was “Messenger-worthy.”  

Th e story that comes to 

mind falls into the category 
of what a small world it is, 
or perhaps more accurately, 
how social media can con-
nect us. For all of its evils and 
de-sensitization and invec-
tive-promoting excesses, at 
certain times the Internet age 
and social media can bring 
people together and put a 
smile on your face. Th is is a 
story of one of those times. 

Now, to me, a baby-
boomer, social media means 

primarily Facebook. I hope 
it qualifi es and that I’m not 
even more out of tune than 
I think. I tried Twitter, but it 
was too much and not how 
I wanted to spend my time, 
and I haven’t used Instagram 
or any of the other similar so-
cial media platforms.

My law fi rm set up a 
Linked-In account for me, 
but I have rarely used it, and 
as I wind down my career 
I haven’t tried to keep it up 
to date. I’d prefer to let our 
younger lawyers attract new 
clients and contacts. When 
I retire to the islands, I don’t 
want to get messages from 
people asking me if I could 
handle a reverse triangular 
merger for them. 

So it’s been Facebook for 
me. Ridiculed or mocked 
by many who call it Fake-
book or worse, I have found 
it a fun way to reconnect a 
little with old friends and 
acquaintances and to keep 
up with current friends, fall-
ing into the category of those 
who believe you can’t have 
too many friends.

Also, if you have lost your 
life partner, live alone, grow 
tired occasionally of arguing 
with your cat, and believe 
that television is only for 
sports, Facebook is a wel-
come relief. Even more so in 
this time of isolation. As they 
say, the fi rst step to recovery 
is to admit your problem. 
Well, I am “on” Facebook, 
not excessively but regularly. 
I’m not an addict. I swear. 

When I look at those who 
have “friended” me or those 
whom I have “friended,” 
they fall into four distinct 
categories: Christiansburg 

friends, college friends, law 
school friends and West Vir-
ginia friends (those whom I 
would not know but for my 
career choice to join my law 
fi rm 41 years ago). Th e four 
special parts of my life, time-
wise at least, clear lines of di-
vision and connection. 

When it comes to Face-
book, I have certain ground 
rules that I follow. First, posts 
should be used only for pic-
tures of kids and grandkids 
(of which I have a wonderful 
supply), pets (my cat Scarlett 
has a loyal following) and 
travel and social gatherings. 
Occasionally, I can remem-
ber lost loved ones or depart-
ed friends or big events.

It should not be used for 
politics or personal attacks 
or selling things. I challenge 
anyone to determine my po-
litical or social beliefs from 
my Facebook page (or this 
column). Too many friends 
on each side of the spectrum 
of this crazy world. I like to 
paraphrase one of my favor-
ite poets, Rod Stewart: “Do 
what you like, just don’t do 
it here.”

Back to this story. As I 
teased above, I recently had 
one of those experiences that 
make you see the possibili-
ties of social media. Th rough 
the “friend of a friend of a 
friend” thing, or perhaps 
through one of the Facebook 
pages established for those of 
us with Christiansburg ties, 
I received a contact from an 
88-year-old lady living in 
Florida. She saw my name 
and wanted to fi nd out if I 
was related to “the Evans 
King and Katie King” she 
had known from her days 

growing up in Cambria. She 
told me that Katie King had 
been one of her teachers and 
that Evans King had been 
her principal at Christians-
burg High. I will call her 
“Imogene” because that’s her 
name. Haha (I hear LOL is 
no longer used by the cool 
kids).

I responded of course and 
told this lady that I was in fact 
Evans and Katie’s son. Mildly 
interesting you say, but when 
you were raised by school 
teachers in a small town and 
had as many connections to 
the schools as my family did 
for as long as it did, this is 
hardly surprising. Sadly, with 
the passage of time it happens 
less and less frequently, but at 
one point in my life most res-
idents of Christiansburg had 
been taught by one or both 
of my parents or one of my 
aunts, or had been in school 
while my Dad was principal 
or superintendent. It is now 
a signifi cantly depleted group 
of Christiansburgers I hate to 
say. 

Th is is where this story 
gets signifi cantly more inter-
esting, at least to me. When 
I was “messaging” with Imo-
gene, always happy to share 
histories, particularly with 
those who knew my parents, 
she told me that in January 
of 1953 she gave birth to her 
daughter at Jeff erson Hospi-
tal in Roanoke. My mother 
was in the “maternity ward” 
with Imogene giving birth at 
the same time. 

Imogene then asked if 
maybe that was a sibling of 
mine. I said, “Nope, that was 
me.” She said she hadn’t been 
sure. (It must have been that 

my youthful appearance on 
Facebook made me look too 
young to be her daughter’s 
age. I reject the other pos-
sibility.) So we exchanged a 
few more emails and she told 
me that she saw my Mom 
and Dad with me shortly 
after my birth and showed 
them her bouncing baby 
daughter.  An exquisite men-
tal image for me, my par-
ents showing me off  in this 
1950’s style maternity ward 
of this long gone hospital in 
southwest Roanoke.

Another endearing aspect 
of this story:  I was born on 
my Mother’s 40th birthday. 
Per my crack mathematical 
skills, Imogene was 20 years 
old, half my mother’s age, 
when she gave birth to her 
daughter. God bless them 
both for their eff orts. 

Imogene told me she 
never saw my parents again. 
She left the hospital before 
my Mom did and she ap-
parently was no longer living 
in Christiansburg. In other 
words, she didn’t know the 
“rest of the story.” She didn’t 
know that I was the fi rst or 
the only child born to Evans 
and Katie. 

I’m very happy that my 
Mom and Imogene were 
able to reconnect through 
me. And the wonders of so-
cial media.

Evans "Buddy" King is a 
proud native of Christians-
burg, CHS Class of 1971. He 
resides in Clarksburg, W.Va., 
where he has practiced law 
with the fi rm of Steptoe & 
Johnson, PLLC, since 1980. 
He can be reached at evans.
king@steptoe-johnson.com.
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OBITUARIES
Austin, Judy Davis

Judy Davis Austin, 
67, of Blacksburg, passed 
away on January 22, 2021.

She was born on June 
23, 1953, to the late Wal-
ter (Ben) H. and Sally 
Shaver Davis.

She was preceded in 
death by her brothers, Rus-
sell and Tommy Davis, and 
a nephew, Dean Davis.

She is survived by her son, John 
(Johnny) W. Radford; sister-in-law 
Jeanne Davis; nieces Robin Miles and 

Stephanie Linkous; neph-
ews Stephen Davis, Tony 
Davis and Forrest Davis; 
11 great-nieces and neph-
ews; a special fur baby, 
Molly; and numerous 
cousins. 

No services will be held 
at this time.

In lieu of fl owers, me-
morial contributions may 

be made to the Mountain View Humane 
Society, 225 Industrial Drive, Chris-
tiansburg, VA 24073.

Demas, Doloris Gearhart 
Doloris Gearhart De-

mas, 77, departed this 
life on January 21, 2021, 
at English Meadows, 
Blacksburg.

She was born in Mor-
gantown, W.Va., on Dec. 
26, 1943, to the late Flo-
ra Linkenhoker Gearhart 
Sumner and Ralph W. 
Gearhart.

Doloris is survived by two sisters, 
Shirley Gearhart Thompson McGee 
of Elon, N.C., and Norma Gearhart 
Saunders Lawson of Christiansburg, 
and several nieces and nephews.

Prior to moving to Blacksburg, 
she lived in the Washington, D.C., 
area where she was a broker/realtor 
for many years before relocating to 
Southern Shores on the Outer Banks 

where she continued her 
broker/ realtor profes-
sion. She maintained a 
colorful life, traveling to 
Europe and the Middle 
East. She was a delight to 
all who knew her.

Special appreciation 
and unbounding love 
go to Barbara DeHart, 
who remained a lifelong 

friend and helpmate, and to Jim De-
mas, her loyal and loving friend always. 
Many thanks to English Meadows staff 
for their loving attention and care.

A memorial celebration will be held 
in the spring or summer at the Outer 
Banks of North Carolina, a place dear 
to her heart. Online condolences are 
appreciated. Arrangements by McCoy 
Funeral Home, Blacksburg.

Draper, Joseph Conner
Joseph Conner Drap-

er, ‘Joe,’ 86, of Chris-
tiansburg, formerly of 
Boykins, Va., passed 
away on Thursday, Jan. 
14, 2021.

Joe and Lucy married 
in 1957 and traveled to 
Germany for a two-year 
Army enlistment where 
he served as a cryptolo-
gist. Upon returning to the United 
States they settled in Boykins and 
managed the family farm until he re-
turned to VPI to study agronomy. Joe 
and Lucy were active members in the 
community and made many friends in 
the area through their many social and 
business relationships. 

Joe began his professional survey-
ing career in 1965 and became a leader 
in the growth of the Christiansburg-
Blacksburg-Montgomery County 
community. Joe was a founding part-
ner and President of Draper Aden As-
sociates (DAA) from its inception in 
1972 and held that role until he retired 
in 1997. He also served several terms 
on the Montgomery County Plan-
ning Commission. Over the course of 
his life, Joe’s quiet leadership, incred-
ible memory and easygoing wisdom 
oversaw the growth of DAA from five 
employees in Blacksburg to well over 
300 employees spread across eight of-
fices in two states. He was known for 
his ability to solve problems and men-
tored many of DAA’s employees. Joe’s 
business partner and dear friend Bill 
Aden remarked, “I’m going to miss 
him terribly, but know he’s going to 
be casting for his favorite bonefish in a 
better place.” 

After an early loss of a 
close friend, Joe became 
an avid fly fisherman and 
thoroughly enjoyed re-
mote international fish-
ing and shooting trips 
where he made many 
lifelong friendships. 
He was an enthusiastic 
Golden Hokie, enjoying 
numerous football games 

with family and friends.
After retirement, he enjoyed wood-

working projects at Lucy and Joe’s cab-
in on the Little River in Riner. He was 
a sharp card counter which enabled 
him to be a fierce competitor in poker, 
bridge and other games of chance, all 
of which he enjoyed. 

Joe was preceded in death by his par-
ents, Lucian Felton and Kat Draper, and 
his wife of 62 years, Lucille Webb Drap-
er. He is survived by his brother, Sonny 
Draper; daughters Lynn Rader, Kurdy 
Biggs and her husband John, Susan Silas 
and her husband Greg; grandchildren 
Joe Rader, Gwen Harris, Connor Biggs, 
Kiernin Biggs, Aaron Durrence, Olivia 
Durrence, Alison Durrence, Meagan 
Matechak and Will Silas; great-grand-
children Harmony Rader, Richie Perry 
and Bryce Harris; devoted friend Jane 
Rivers; and many nieces and nephews. 
Joe will be missed by all. 

Graveside services were conducted 
on Monday, Jan. 18, 2021 with Pastor 
David Rhudy officiating in Beechwood 
Cemetery, Boykins, Va. A celebration 
of life will be held later in the year in 
Christiansburg when conditions allow. 
In lieu of flowers, donations can be 
made to the American Cancer Society 
or a charity of your choice.

Be sure to ‘Like’ 
the News Messenger 

on Facebook.

Moore, Kathleen Elaine Slusher  
Kathleen Elaine Slusher Moore, 77, 

passed away on January 21, 2021.
She was predeceased by her parents, 

Leonard and Sylvia Mabry Slusher of 
Blacksburg, and her husband, Ralph 
H. Moore.

She is survived by her brother, Jeff ery 
Slusher (Patricia), of Southport, N.C.; 
three nephews, Jay Slusher (Amy) of 
Flat Rock, N.C., William Slusher (Lau-
rie) of Hayes, Va., and Andrew Slusher 
(Amanda) of Nashville, Tenn.; one 
niece, Lauren Slusher, of Austin, Texas, 
in addition to special friends (Cousin 
Evon, Julia and Marilyn), numerous 
cousins, three grand-nephews (Hayes, 
Wilson and Ben), one grand-niece (Lo-
gan), and an aunt (Diane).

A Blacksburg native, Kathleen was 
a gifted vocalist, studying music at 

Longwood College and earning her de-
gree from Radford University. She was 
a former member of the Blacksburg 
Christian Church.

Kathleen retired as a civilian em-
ployee of the Department of the Army 
where she served as a senior budget an-
alyst in the pentagon for many years.

She will be interred with her hus-
band at Westview Cemetery in Blacks-
burg following a brief graveside service 
at a time to be announced.

In lieu of flowers, contributions in 
her name to the Humane Society of 
Montgomery County (http://www.
hsmcshelter.com/donations.html), 
PO Box 287, Blacksburg, VA 24063, 
would be appreciated.

Arrangements by McCoy Funeral 
Home, Blacksburg.

Wilson, Mary Mann
Mary Mann Wilson, 92, died peace-

fully on Tuesday, Jan. 19, 2021, at her 
home in the Brookdale Meadowmont 
Community in Chapel Hill, N.C.

Until 2013, Mary lived for 30 years 
in Blacksburg with her husband and 
the love of her life, Colonel Gene Fred-
erick Wilson. Gene died in July 2013.

Mary was born in Indian Mound, 
Stewart County, Tenn., and was the 
daughter of Noah McGregor Mann 
and Addie May Mann. She was prede-
ceased by her siblings Roy, John, Rex, 
Lindy and Brenda.

Mary dedicated her life to family. 
She gave unwavering support to Gene 
in his military career, which took the 
family on many adventures around the 
globe. She was devoted to her children 
and took delight in watching them 
grow, marry and have families of their 
own. Her happiest moments were cre-
ating festive gatherings at her home, 
the beach, skiing or anywhere the fam-
ily was all together.

She is survived by her three children 
and their spouses, whom she loved 
as her own children: Bruce Wilson 
(Cathy) of Danville, Va., Dennis Wil-
son (Susan) of Edmond, Okla., and 
Mary Ann Wilson Baldwin (Bruce) 
of Hillsborough, N.C. She took great 
joy in her six grandchildren: Evan and 
Hannah (Bruce and Cathy), Madison 
and Chandler (Dennis and Susan) 
and Matthew and Scott (Mary Ann 
and Bruce). She had one great-grand-
daughter, Elaina Louell Gilbert.

Her grandchildren enjoyed piling 
into her beautiful, cozy home to be 
treated to feasts, fun, laughter and, 
most of all, love.

Mary was a devout follower of Jesus 
who could sing (or whistle) many songs 

from the Baptist Hymnal and did so most 
every day. She dedicated her life to serv-
ing in the church and helping others.

The most impactful of all her acts of 
charity was her teaching of English as 
a Second Language to internationals. 
She first began this work in 1965 while 
living at Fort Richardson Army Base in 
Anchorage, Alaska. Family members, 
often spouses of service members or 
Alaskan company executives, came to 
English classes at the church as a joint 
church/base outreach. Mary was dedi-
cated to serving them through teach-
ing, but also through caring for them 
and their families while they were far 
from their homelands. A highlight for 
her was watching many of her students 
become American citizens.

She continued teaching interna-
tional students for 30 years and devel-
oped programs wherever she moved. 
She was honored for the develop-
ment of an English language program 
in Blacksburg, which started in her 
home, moved to Blacksburg Baptist 
Church and operated for twenty years, 
serving hundreds of families. 

Mary’s family owes a debt of grati-
tude to the staff at Brookdale Mead-
owmont, especially those who lov-
ingly cared for her during her time in 
memory care. Their expertise and un-
derstanding provided our family with 
support and comfort during many 
challenging years. 

Because of COVID-19 precautions, 
Mary’s life will be honored at a family-
only graveside service. The family re-
quests that in lieu of flowers donations 
be made to any charity that reflects 
Mary’s acts of kindness for others.

Arrangements by McCoy Funeral 
Home, Blacksburg.

Zirk, Catherine Payton
Catherine Payton 

Zirk, 73, of Blacksburg, 
passed away on Thurs-
day, Jan. 21, 2021.

Catherine was preced-
ed in death by her par-
ents, William Payton and 
Iva Grubb Payton, as well 
as her daughter, Mariah 
Zirk Johnson.

She is survived by her 
husband of 46 years, Gerald “Gerry” 
Zirk; two children, Evelyn Boyle and 
Senior Chief Jason and Heather Zirk, 
USN; grandchildren Aaron McCoy, 
Dylan McCoy and Willow Boyle; and 
two additional grandchildren, raised 
mostly in her household, Trinity Zirk 
and Payton Johnson. Her loving sister 
and best friend, Eleanor Garrison, re-
sides in Blacksburg, as does a special 
cousin, Geofrey Grubb.

Catherine was born in Blacksburg 

in 1947 and graduated 
from Blacksburg High 
School in 1965. She 
worked for the National 
Bank of Blacksburg for 
42 years in the book-
keeping department. She 
was an active member of 
her church, the Blacks-
burg Christian Church, 
where she was a member 

of the Disciples Women’s Ministry. 
Due to the current COVID 19 re-

strictions and health considerations 
for friends and family, a memorial 
service and celebration of her life will 
be held at a later date that will be an-
nounced when more favorable and safe 
conditions exist. The family appreci-
ates your understanding during this 
time of mourning.

Arrangements by McCoy Funeral 
Home, Blacksburg.
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Legals -
Montgomery County

CUSTER’S 
PLASTERING

 AND DRYWALL
• No job too large or small
• Repair work, new 
 construction, etc.
• Quality Work At A 
 Reasonable Price

Call 864-6498Call 864-6498

For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

For Sale - Seasonal 
Items

Use ToneKote® 

Lost & Found

Lost Cat 

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Handyman 

Phone calls ONLY 

Experienced 
grocery shopper,  
Prep cook, cook, 

meal planner,  
and dietitian.  

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION  

Case No. JJ018725-06-00 

In re

Homes for Sale

House for sale 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. 20-649 

SPECIAL 

SALE OF 
58 Lakeland Circle, 

Troutville, VA 
24175 

Tax Map 
#108(A)(1)BK2-19 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

VIRGINIA: IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE COUNTY 
OF BOTETOURT  

COUNTY OF 
BOTETOURT, 

VIRGINIA, 

Case No. CL19-619 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

PUBLIC NOTICE 

Legals - City of 
Salem

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. CL20-2497 

Legals - Craig 
County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION  

Case No. JJ002182-04-00, 
JJ002182-05-00, 
JJ002182-06-00 

in re

Legals - Craig 
County

ABC NOTICE 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

NOTICE OF 
JUDICIAL SALE 

*****IMPORTANT 
INFORMATION****** 

ADVERTISE!

EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST!
Only American Standard has OVER
140 years of experience and offers 

the Liberation Walk-In Bathtub.

SUPERIOR DESIGN!
Ultra low easy entry and exit design, 
wide door, built-in safety bar and 
textured fl oor provides a safer bathing 

experience.

PATENTED QUICK-DRAIN®

TECHNOLOGY
LIFETIME WARRANTY!
The ONLY Lifetime Warranty on the 
bath AND installation, INCLUDING
labor backed by American Standard.

44 HYDROTHERAPY JETS!
More than any other tub we’ve seen.

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,500

Lifetime Warranty!
Finance Options Available*

877-691-5591
Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/vapa

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

Walk-In Tubs

FREE!
Savings Include an 
American Standard 

Right Height Toilet 
FREE! ($500 Value)

Southern Towers 
BTS, LP 

Trileaf Corp, Heather, 
h.chenoweth@trileaf.com, 
8600 LaSalle Road, Suite 
301, Towson, MD 21286 - 
410.853.7128. 

BEFORE LeafFilter AFTER LeafFilter

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

INSTALLS ON NEW
& EXISTING GUTTERS

timate only. 

Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5AND! +

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

Legals -
Montgomery County
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If you believe in your business and 
want to build it...

To place a classifi ed ad, call 540-389-9355 

ADVERTISE!

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof Replacement 
& Repair

All 1st Responders and 
Health Care Workers 

receive a 5% discount

TALK TO WALT

RETIREMENT PLANNING
Face it, you only get one shot at a 

successful retirement. We can help.

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

Find a job in your special field, 
or find the help you need.

Get rid of the
 old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  knocking 
loud and clear.

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

BUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

WHERE PATIENTS COME FIRST

LOCATED INSIDE BOTETOURT FAMILY YMCA
115 Shenandoah Avenue, Daleville
540-591-5360

ALL evaluations & treatments by a licensed physical therapist

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

Rodney Spickard
Realtor®

RE/MAX Associate
Former Commissioner of Revenue

1225 Roanoke Road, Daleville, VA 24083
(540) 793-1341

rodspickard@gmail.com
movetoroanoke.comEach Office is Independently Owned and Operated

COVID-19 Testing
 

 Schedule your appointment at:
ARCpointlabs.com/Christiansburg

ARCpoint Labs of Christiansburg

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

Call or Text Gary Benefield  386.527.8434

HANDY MAN SERVICES

Serving New Castle & Surrounding Areas

STATEWIDE  
ADS

AUCTIONS 

AUCTION ALERT! Construc-
tion Equipment and Trucks |  
Now accepting consignments 
for Equipment Auctions in 
Richmond on Feb. 23 and in 
Roanoke on March 16 | Selling 
for VDOT, contractors, lending 
institutions and other consign-
ors. | We have buyers! Motleys 
Industrial | Learn more at mot-
leys.com | 804-486-4550 | VAL16

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:   Adver-
tise your upcoming auctions 
statewide and in other states.   
Aff ordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your tar-
get audiences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576, 
mailto:landonc@vpa.net" lan-
donc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Vinyl Replacement Windows 
Starting at $235* Installed w/
Free Trim Wrap Call 804-739-
8207 Siding, Roofi ng, Gutters 
and More!

GENERAC Standby Generators. 
The weather is increasingly 
unpredictable. Be prepared for 
power outages. FREE 7-year ex-
tended warranty ($695 value!) 
Schedule your FREE in-home 
assessment today. Call 1-877-
636-0738   Special fi nancing for 
qualifi ed customers.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forev-
er! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off  Entire 

Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-614-6667

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: Advertise 
your business statewide and in 
other states. Aff ordable Print 
and Digital Solutions to reach 
Homeowners. Call Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 804-
521-7576, mailto:landonc@vpa.
net" landonc@vpa.net 

REAL ESTATE 

ATTN. REALTORS:   Advertise 
your listings regionally or 
statewide. Aff ordable Print 
and Digital Solutions that get 
results! Call Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-521-
7576, mailto:landonc@vpa.net" 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
844-947-1479

Off er valid December 15, 2020 - March 1, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  

install and activate the generator with a participating 

dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t e d , 
$395+$86 court cost. WILLS 

$195.00. No court appearance. 
Estimated completion time 
twenty-one days. Hilton Oliver, 

Attorney (Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. BBB 
Member.  HYPERLINK "https://

hi ltono l iverattorneyva .com" 
https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com.



Page 8 • Wednesday, January 27, 2021 • News Messenger www.ourvalley.org

Montgomery Sports
Virginia Tech basketball 
player arrested, faces 
DUI, weapons charges

Redshirt sophomore guard Tyrece 
Radford, a member of the Virginia 
Tech men’s basketball team, was ar-
rested Sunday and charged with driv-
ing under the influence and carrying 
a concealed weapon.

According to police reports, Rad-
ford was pulled over for a routine traf-
fic stop by Blacksburg police at 1:16 
a.m. Sunday. He was subsequently re-
leased on $1,000 bond.

In a statement released Monday, 
Virginia Tech officials said Radford 
has been suspended indefinitely from 
all men’s basketball team activities, 
effective immediately, for not up-
holding the high standards the school 
has for its students and athletes. Ac-
cording to the athletic department, 
no further comments will be made 
until the matter is resolved.

Last week, Radford was named 
an ACC Co-Player of the Week, the 
award coming for his play against 
Wake Forest and Duke. He led the 
team in scoring in the games, both 
wins, averaging 19 points, eight re-
bounds and 3.5 assists as Tech beat 
then-No. 19 Duke 74-67 and Wake 
Forest 64-60.

The native of Baton Rouge, La., 
posted his first double-double of 
the season and the fourth of his ca-
reer against Duke with 18 points 
and 12 rebounds while also dishing 
out five assists, all three team highs 

on the night. He recorded his second 
20-point outing of the season when 
he scored 20 points against the De-
mon Deacons. He also had four re-
bounds, two assists and two steals. 

The Hokies are coming off a 78-60 
loss to Syracuse on Saturday in which 
the 6-2 guard scored 10 points.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Auburn High School boys’ junior varsity basketball team claimed first place in 
this past weekend’s Montgomery County tournament at the Christiansburg Recreation 
Center. Auburn downed Christiansburg in Saturday’s championship game.

Auburn JV boys win 
county tournament

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Blacksburg High School junior varsity basketball squad won this past 
weekend’s Montgomery County tournament held at the Christiansburg Recreation 
Center. The Lady Bruins finished 2-0 in the event.

Blacksburg JV girls 
win county tournament

SUBMITTED PHOTO
A new volleyball training facility is 
coming to the region with plans for a 
site at Uptown Mall in Christiansburg. 

Volleyball training 
facility to open at mall

Th e River Valley Juniors (RVJ) Vol-
leyball Club, a travel organization, Fri-
day announced plans for a new volleyball 
training facility at the former New River 
Valley Mall, now Uptown Mall.

Nicole Kessner is the director for RVJ, 
which has more than 120 youngsters on 
the current roster. She called the need 
huge here in the region.

“Loads of AAU volleyball and basket-
ball programs struggle to fi nd practice 
spaces due to competing with school and 
rec sports,” Kessner said. “We struggle ev-
ery year to fi nd the right amount of gym 
space for our kids, and sometimes we 
have to pay a heavy price for it.”

Th e group has signed a lease on a 
6,100-square-foot space behind Kirk-
land’s in part of the former JC Penney 
retail store location.  

According to Kessner, the facility will 
include a full court and a half court. Th e 
renovated space will also have strength 
and conditioning equipment with plans 
for a storefront of its own in the near fu-
ture. RVJ has a fi ve-year goal to expand 
into other stores at the mall and continue 
to grow. 

River Valley Juniors is dedicated to 
giving girls in the New River Valley and 

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

PHOTO COURTESY OF VT ATHLETICS
Blacksburg police Sunday arrested VT’s 
Tyrece Radford on DUI and weapons 
charges.

beyond with a passion for volleyball a 
chance to excel and play at the next level

A fundraising eff ort will help pay 
for the facility. Donors can contribute 
$1,000 for a banner to be placed in the 
gym. 

RVJ welcomes athletes ages 10-18. 
“Our hope is to add additional space 

and courts, so we can run tournaments 
in Christiansburg,” Kessner said. “Th is 
would be a great revenue source for the 
mall and the town of Christiansburg it-
self.”

RVJ hopes to open the new training 
site by the end of February or the fi rst of 
March.

More information about RVJ and the 
new facility is available at www.riverval-
leyjuniors.com.

Hokies men’s soccer head coach Mike Brizendine Thursday saw two of his players, Daniel 
Pereira (left) and Kristo Strickler (right), picked in the first two rounds of the MLS draft for 
the first time ever. Pereira was the first overall number-one pick in program history

VT men’s soccer makes history 
with fi rst pick in MLS draft

Th e Virginia Tech men’s soccer pro-
gram made history Th ursday when Dan-
iel Pereira was selected by Austin FC as 
the No. 1 overall pick and Kristo Strickler 
was selected No. 30 by Houston Dynamo 
FC in the Major League Soccer Super-
Draft 2021.

A midfi elder from Roanoke, Pereira 
became the fi rst No. 1 pick in program 
history and only the third Virginia Tech 
student-athlete to be selected fi rst in a 
professional sports draft, joining Michael 
Vick and Bruce Smith.

Pereira was part of the 2021 Genera-
tion Adidas class, joining Patrick Nyarko 
as the only other Hokie to receive the 
honor. Nyarko was selected with the sev-
enth pick in the 2008 MLS Draft.

Pereira is Austin FC's fi rst pick in fran-
chise history as the club approaches its 
inaugural playing season in 2021.

An underrated recruit, Pereira estab-

lished himself as a day-one starter in 
Blacksburg. In 27 games across two sea-
sons, he scored six goals and recorded six 
assists. In 2019, Pereira was named to the 
ACC All-Freshman team.

A midfi elder from Hilliard, Ohio, 
Strickler was selected with the third pick 
in the second round of the draft (No. 
30 overall). A four-year starter for Tech, 
Strickler's versatility has led him to vari-
ous honors, including being named to the 
VaSID First Team in 2018 and second 
team All-ACC in both 2018 and 2019.

With 27 career goals, Strickler is ninth 
all-time in program history for goals 
scored.

Th ursday’s draft marked only the sec-
ond time two Hokies have been selected 
in the same MLS SuperDraft (2008) and 
the fi rst instance in program history of 
two players being picked in the fi rst two 
rounds.

Aisha Sheppard sets all-time 
Tech record for 3-pointers

Th ursday night against Notre Dame, 
Tech’s All-ACC shooting guard Aisha 
Sheppard knocked down four threes and 

PHOTO COURTESY OF VT ATHLETICS
Aisha Sheppard (left) became Virginia 
Tech’s all-time leader in three-pointers 
Thursday night. Head coach Kenny 
Brooks (right) recognized the guard who 
now has 273 treys and counting.

became the program’s all-time leading 
3-point scorer with 273 career triples.

Th e Alexandria, Va., native owns the 
VT single-season mark of 84, which she 
set last season, and is fi lling it up at a 
historic rate in her senior campaign. She 
leads the nation with 54 threes and is tops 
in threes per game among players who 
have participated in 11 games or more.

Sheppard is co-holder of the VT sin-
gle-game record for threes with eight, a 
feat she has accomplished twice. She has 
already eclipsed the 1,000-point mark 
and ranks 14th on the school's list of all-
time leading scorers with 1,267 points. 
With the season still being played out, 
she will continue to move up on the list.

Sheppard ranks 10th all-time in the 
ACC for three-pointers made.

--VT Athletics
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