News Messenger

Blacksburg

Serving Montgomery County Since 1869

Saturday, February 6, 2021

www.ourvalley.org

National high school federation revises guidance
on COVID-19 transmission during high school

sports; eliminates three-tiered risk categories

INDIANAPOLIS -- After evaluat-
ing experiences of schools participating
in high school sports during the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, the National Federa-
tion of State High School Associations
(NFHS) Sports Medicine Advisory
Committee (SMAC) Monday revised
its May 2020 guidance document with
a new “Statement on Risk of COV-
ID-19 during High School Sports.”

The NFHS is the national leadership
organization for high school sports and
performing arts activities. It writes play-
ing rules for 17 sports for boys and girls
at the high school level. Through its 50
member state associations and the Dis-
trict of Columbia, the NFHS reaches
more than 19,500 high schools and
12 million participants in high school
activity programs, including more than
7.9 million in high school sports.

Highlighting the revised guidance is
the elimination of the tiered “Potential

Infection Risk by Sport” that placed

sports in high-, medium- and low-risk
categories. Instead, the SMAC suggests
that state associations and other stake-
holders consider five factors in assessing
potential for COVID-19 transmission
in high school sports.

Two of those factors are that pre-
vailing community infection rates ap-
pear to be the strongest predictor for
high school athletes being infected,
and proven cases of direct COVID-19
transmission during athletics remain
relatively rare.

The other recommended factors to
consider are that participants in non-
contact sports show lower rates of CO-
VID-19 infection than those in contact
sports, participants in outdoor sports
show lower rates of infection than those
in indoor sports, and using face masks
for indoor sports results in similar CO-
VID-19 transmission rates to those
seen in outdoor sports.

Regarding the discontinuation of

the high-, moderate- and low-risk cat-
egories, the committee noted that as
“knowledge of the virus that causes
COVID-19 has evolved, we have in-
creasingly recognized that transmission
depends upon multiple factors that
cannot be easily accounted for by sim-
ply dividing sports into three distinct
categories of risk.”

In addition to the shared experienc-
es of many states participating in high
school athletics, the SMAC used cur-
rent Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) recommendations
as well as published and unpublished
data in adopting the five factors instead
of the tiered infection risk by sport as
the best current guidance for partici-
pating in high school sports during the
pandemic.

“We applaud the great work of
the NFHS Sports Medicine Advisory

See Transmission, page 3

Super Bowl ad giants taking

pandemic seriously, sitting this one out

Traditional big spenders on
Super Bowl ads are sitting this
one out and are letting stakehold-
ers know that they take the pan-
demic seriously, according to Vir-
ginia Tech’s Nneka Logan. “They
want to stop the spread and are
willing to put resources towards
it. They're putting their money
where their mouth is.”

Super Bowl LV matching the
Kansas City Chiefs and the Tam-
pa Bay Buccancers will be played
on Sunday, Feb. 7, 2021, at 6:30
p.m.

Budweiser, Coke and Pepsi are
among the brands refocusing their
message in the age of COVID.
In the case of Anheuser-Busch,
which is donating its Budweiser
ad spend to the Ad Council and
to COVID Collaborative’s Vac-
cine Education Initiative to in-
crease vaccine awareness, they
position the brand as a good cor-
porate citizen, said Logan.

During the Super Bowl game,
Anheuser-Busch will still run ads
for other beverages in their port-
folio of brands, such as Bud Light,
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Michelob ULTRA and more.
Similarly, while PepsiCo is not ad-
vertising its signature cola during
the big game, they will still have
a strong presence through their
sponsorship of the halftime show.
“Coca-Cola recently had layoffs
spurred by weak sales resulting
from the pandemic,” Logan said.
“Reallocating dollars away from
expensive ad spend may be a great
way to show employees that they
care. Taking care of your people,
your employees — especially dur-
ing tough times — is one of the
best ways for a company to dem-
onstrate a genuine commitment
to corporate social responsibility.
“For those brands that have
a serious message to share, they
have to take special care to com-
municate in a way that doesn’t
heighten the audience’s anxiety
or further dampen spirits,” Lo-
gan said. “They have to figure out
how to communicate in ways that
drive home the seriousness of their
messages while helping people to
feel empowered and hopeful. It’s
a tough challenge for advertisers,
but the creative ones will figure
out how to strike the right tone.”

See Super Bowl, page 5

Radford University innovation makes dining
experience safer and more convenient for students

Radford University has
created a unique and inno-
vative way for students to or-
der and safely pick up food.
It involves a phone and a
locker.

The new Get & Go Din-
ing Program allows Radford
students with a meal plan to
order food and drinks from
participating restaurants on
campus from their phones
and pick it up from tem-
perature-controlled  lockers
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stationed near the dining
establishments from which
they ordered.

‘The university, in partner-
ship with Chartwells Higher
Education, officially rolled
out the mobile ordering Get
& Go service at the begin-
ning of the spring semester.
Radford University is among
the first higher education in-
stitutions to pair mobile or-
dering with a locker pickup
service, according to James

Perkins, the director of
University Services.

“We wanted to bring
Get & Go to Radford
for our students conve-
nience,” Perkins said, “and
also for safety during the
COVID-19 global health
pandemic.”

Dining at Radford Uni-
versity  has  traditionally
been a communal experi-
ence, said Lauren Snelson,
senior operations manager
for University =~ Services.
“Because of the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, we have
had to reinvent the dining
experience. This program
gives our guests the option
to reduce contacts while
still enjoying their campus
favorites.”

It also reduces lines at
dining establishments. “It’s
fast and convenient, and
its so much better than
standing in line and wait-
ing,” said sophomore Gra-
cie Osborne of Marion, Va.
“Plus, it cuts down on meal
time, which helps if youe
in a hurry to get to class.”

Students must have a
meal plan or One Card
funds to use the Get & Go
service. There is no addi-
tional charge for using the

system

“This program gives
meal plan holders and
ONE Card users the exclu-
sive benefit of a one-of-a-
kind ordering and pick-up
solution,” said Jade Suther-
land, marketing manager
for Chartwells Higher Ed-
ucation Dining Services.

The ordering  pro-
cess through Get & Go
is simple, but first, users
must download the GET
app from the Apple App
Store or the Google Play
Store. Once the app is
downloaded and opened,
students select “Search All
Institutions” and type in
“Radford University.”

Once Radford Universi-
ty is selected, students must
enter their university cre-
dentials. Next, the user will
scroll down to and click
“Start an Order” and select
a restaurant from which to
order. Students may select
a dme they want to pick
up the order or simply se-
lect “ASAP”

Next, users choose food
and drink items from the
menu. Users can customize
an order and add it to their

See Dining, page 3
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Kate Langwig is a quantitative disease ecologist and
an assistant professor in the Department of Biological
Sciences at Virginia Tech.

Vaccine questions,
answers: The basics and
their history, importance
and role in COVID-19

The new coronavirus
vaccine may be the key to
ending the pandemic. It
joins a list of vaccines that
over time have prevented se-
rious illness and even death
in the United States.

As demand surges for the
COVID-19 vaccine, the
spotlight now turns to un-
derstanding how vaccines,
in fact, work.

In an interview with
Jenny  Kincaid  Boone,
Kate Langwig, a quantita-
tive disease ecologist and
an assistant professor in the
Department of Biological
Sciences at Virginia Tech,
broke down the basics
about vaccines, why they
are important and how they
have protected mankind for
decades.

Q. Why are vaccines im-
portant?

Langwig: Vaccines are
one of the most important
ways to succeed in eradicat-
ing or controlling any infec-
tious diseases. One of the
reasons that humans today
have fairly long average lifes-
pans is because of vaccines.
Vaccines have been this
amazing scientific marvel,
the best health care advance
that we can even imagine
over the last century that has
allowed us to combat dis-
eases that were lethal.

Q. What vaccines have
been the most effective over
time?

Langwig: Smallpox is
the only human disease

to date that we have actu-
ally eradicated. That is in
part because of the very
high efficacy of the vaccine.
Smallpox was responsible
for some of the largest scale
disease-caused human mor-
tality events throughout his-
tory. We were able to eradi-
cate it through vaccines.
Also, polio, which can cause
debilitating ~ paralysis, has
been eradicated in the U.S.
and most of the rest of the
world because of vaccines.
They are absolutely critical
to maintaining our health
infrastructure.

Q. What does it mean
for a vaccine to be effective?
What should it do?

Langwig: Most of the
time we expect that vaccines
are transmission blocking,
although for most studies,
vaccines need to be more
than 50 percent effective
in preventing symptoms of
disease. Transmission block-
ing vaccines protect indi-
viduals against becoming
infected in the first place.

The COVID-19 vaccines
currently licensed in the
U.S. are more than 90 per-
cent effective in preventing
symptoms of the coronavi-
rus in trials. We just dont
know whether they block
transmission yet.

Q. What has been most
challenging about getting
the message out to the pub-
lic that having the corona-

See Vaccine, page 2

Radford PD offers
reward to 1D
shooting suspect

A

The Radford City Po-
lice Department is offer-
ing a reward for infor-
mation about the suspect
pictured above, believed
to be involved in the
shooting that occurred in
the 400 block of Sanford
Street on January 24.

The department is of-
fering the monetary re-
ward for information

leading to the identity
and arrest of the per-
son responsible for the
crime. Anyone providing
information can remain
anonymous, and anyone
having information about
the suspect is asked to call
(540)-267-3212 or email
Jerry.Holdaway@radford-
va.gov or FEric.Martin@
radfordva.gov.
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Saturday, Feb. 6:

Teen Dungeons and Drag-
ons

Saturday, Feb. 6 and Feb. 20
at 4 p.m. at the Montgomery
Floyd Regional Library online.
DnD is now virtual on Dis-
cord. Staff suggest download-
ing Discord on your device for
ease of access, but this is not re-
quired. Contact shodges@mfrl.
org for more information. Ages
11 years and up.

Sunday, Feb. 7:

Chalk artist at Christ Wes-
leyan Church

Christ Wesleyan Church
invites everyone to a special
service featuring Chalk Artist
Evangelist, the Rev. Dwight
Haynes. This unique minis-
try features joyous music and
a beautifully illustrated Bible
message in full color on a large
canvas, along with amazing
back-light effects. The service
will take place at 11 a.m. at the
church. The church’s address
is 525 Harkrader St., Chris-
tiansburg. For more informa-
tion call 540-998-8788 or read
more online at www.Chalk-

Talks.net.

Monday, Feb. 8:

Radford
Meeting

At 7 p.m. in the Radford
Council Chambers at 10 Rob-
ertson St. in Radford.

City Council

Radford Special Education
Advisory Committee Meeting

A Special Education Advi-
sory Committee meeting will
be held on Monday, Feb. 8,
2021, at 5 p.m. The meeting
will be a Google Meet Virtual
Meeting. The public is invited
to attend. To be invited to the
meeting with a virtual meet-
ing link, contact Josh Brown,
Chairperson, at 267-3083, or
Daniel Hill, Director of Special
Education, at 267-3223.

Chocolate Lovers Kit

At 10 a.m. at the Meadow-
brook Public Library. Make a
sweet chocolate treat for Valen-
tine’s Day for someone special
or for yourself. Supplies are
limited.

Virtual STEM Club Meet-
ing

At 1 p.m. at the Christians-
burg Library. Pick up the activ-

ity materials by Saturday, Feb.
6. Email shodges@mftl.org for

information.

Tuesday, Febh. 9:

YMCA at Virginia Tech
Souper Bowl Challenge

Join in the first YMCA at
Virginia Tech Souper Bowl
Contest in partnership with
Souper Hero Blacksburg. This
is a fundraising event that also
supports a new local business,
Souper Hero. Tickets cost
$20.21 each and are available
until Sunday, Feb. 7 at 5 p.m.

Each ticket is for one Souper
Bowl Challenge five-soup sam-
pler from Blacksburg Souper
Hero (3.5 ounces each) with
crackers made by Blacksburg
Bagel. The soups will be Sea-
food Gumbo, Horseradish
Shrimp, Vietnamese Noodle,
Brunswick Stew and Roasted
Garlic and Potato. Purchase
a ticket at hteps://www.even-
teny.com/events/ymcasouper-
bowl-1046/.

Collect your sampler on
Tuesday, Feb. 9, and enjoy. Re-
turn to the site to vote for your
favorite flavor and be entered
to win prizes. Voting opens at
6 p.m. on Feb. 9.

Participants will also receive
$5 off a $20 future purchase
from Souper Hero. Proceeds
will support the YMCA at VT
local programs including Meals
On Main, Senior Connections,
International programs, after-
school tutoring and sustain-
ability initiatives. A limited
number of tickets are available.

Radford City School Board
meeting

The Radford City School
Board will have a regular meet-
ing at 6 p.m. at the School Ad-
ministration Building, 1612
Wadsworth St., Radford. A
copy of the agenda can be seen
at WwWWw.ICps.org.

Sons of Confederate Veter-
ans Meeting

Stuart Horse Artillery Camp
1784 will meet at 7 p.m. at
Aly’s Family Italian Restaurant
at 3204 Riner Rd. Camp Com-
mander Will Reed will present
a talk on the History of the
Fourth Virginia Infantry Regi-
ment. Members of the United
Daughters of the Confederacy
(UDCQ) are invited to attend.
In the event of heavy snow or
ice that day, the meeting will
be cancelled. For further infor-
mation, call 320-4315 or 239-

98064.

Talking About Books: Non-
fiction Virtual

From 11 a.m. until noon at
the Blacksburg Library. This
is a discussion of “Whispers
from the Steppe” by Mary H.
Jakubowski. Call ahead to re-

serve a copy and learn more.

Wednesday, Febh.
10:

A Beginner’s Approach to
Garden Photography

This is a noon Zoom pre-
sentation by Robert E. Lyons,
Professor Emeritus University
of Delaware, former director of
the Hahn Horticulture Garden
and a faculty member of the
VT Horticulture Department.

This talk is all about using
your eyes, your mind, and your
camera to capture moments in
your personal landscapes. They
may be your gardens, vignettes
from your travels, seasonal re-
cords of your favorite plants,
and/or features of landscape
designs. Presentation content is
example-driven, and provides
understandable and uncom-
plicated information to create
aesthetically pleasing images
in a relatively short period of
time. While equipment details
and camera mechanics will be
mentioned, they will not dom-
inate the presentation. Instead,
the impact and exploitation of
prevailing light, elements of
photographic composition, the
power of mastering depth of
field and developing a personal
style will be emphasized.

This presentation is particu-
larly relevant for and geared
towards early stage photogra-
phers who use a variety of de-
vices, including DSLR’s and
mobile/cell phones or both.
Register at https://virginiat-
ech.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/
SV_4Ymy3HGvrxExkxf.

Virtual Book Talk

From 11 a.m. until noon
at the Christiansburg Library.
Discussed virtually this month
is Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Brad-
bury.

Chair Yoga for everybody:
Virtual

From 2 to 2:30 p.m. at the
Blacksburg Library. Join Ra-
chel for 20 minutes of chair
yoga. Optional props are a
pillow (any size) and a strap (a
bathrobe tie works great). Call

540-552-8246 for details.

Talking About Books

At 11 a.m. at the Meadow-
brook Public Library. To be
discussed is Vanishing Half
by Brit Bennet. Call ahead to
reserve a copy. For more infor-
mation call Janet Wren at 540-
268-1964.

Thursday, Feh. 11:

Preparing Your Estate Plan

Estate planning is a topic
people tend to put off or ig-
nore, but it’s also one of the
most important things they’ll
ever do. Properly planning an
estate helps prepare a secure
future for generations to come.

To be discussed is estate
planning, including what to
consider when creating a will,
the benefits of trusts in estate
planning, how to reduce estate
taxes and how insurance can
help protect survivors.

Estate-planning  attorney
Bettye Ackerman will be avail-
able to answer questions.

This will be a Zoom presen-
tation at 4 p.m. To attend, go
to www.zoom.com and enter
meeting ID: 965 2535 6165
and Password: 130483.

Friday, Feh. 12

Backyard Bird Count

Friday, Feb. 12 - Monday,
Feb. 15, 10 a.m. at the Mead-
owbrook Public Library.

Pick up supplies to make a
bird feeder and then count and
identify the birds that visit.

Supplies are limited.

Saturday, Feh. 13:

Dialogue on Race 2021
Winter Summit

This will be a Zoom presen-
tation from 10:30 a.m. until
11:30 a.m. All Dialogue on
Race events will be on Zoom or
virtual until further notice. The
keynote speakers are Dr. Abra-
ham B. Hardee III, PhD, and
Dr. Pete Guerra, MDA. Sub-
jects include the Year in Masks,
The COVID Pandemic, Race
and Racism and Vaccination
and Vaccines: What to Know
and Do. Register at https://us-
02web.zoom.us/webinar/regis-
ter/ WN_]bi908]MSgq1264c-
QKX8Eg.

Craft Supply Swap - Out-

doors

At 3 p.m. at the Blacksburg
Library weather permitting.
Bring unwanted craft supplies
and trade them for new stuff.
All unclaimed items will be
donated to the library or to
the New River Creative Reuse
Center. Please bring donations
to the library at least four days
before the event so that items
can be quarantined. Call the
library to make sure it’s hap-
pening.

Thursday, Feb. 18:

Discord Comic Book Club

Join the Radford Public Li-
brary for an all-ages voice chat
discussion of Comic Books
via Discord. To be read and
discussed this month is Jason
Latour’s “Spider-Gwen Vol. 1:
Greater Power.” Check it out
on Hoopla at this link: Spider-
Gwen https://www.hoopladigi-
tal.com/title/12020853.

Ongoing in
February:

StoryWalk

All the month of February at
the Christiansburg Library. Ex-
ercise both brain and body by
reading and walking the trail.
Begin at the College Street en-
trance of Downtown Park. This
month’s book is The Big Red
Barn.

Through Friday,
Mar. 5:

Glencoe Mansion “2020 in
Review” Art Show

The show features the works
of artists Cheryl Mackian, the
Radford Photo Club and Te-
resa Regil, whose works all ap-
peared in the Gallery in 2020.
The exhibit opened to the pub-
lic on Tuesday, Jan. 26. The

event is free.

Through Saturday,
April 24:

‘Unbearable Beauty’ Exhib-
it at Moss Arts Center

Open each Wednesday from
10 a.m. until 5 p.m. and on
Saturdays from 10 a.m. until
4 p.m. through Saturday, April
24. The exhibit is a demonstra-
tion of the devastation human
activity has wreaked on the en-
vironment. The exhibit is free
and open to the public.
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virus vaccine is important?
Langwig: One of the core
issues that we've been deal-
ing with in terms of vaccines
in the last decade or so has
been vaccine hesitancy. Peo-
ple have become more skep-
tical of vaccines and part of
that is because we do such a

good job of controlling a lot
of these diseases. The public
health impact of these dis-
eases is no longer at the fore-
front of our consciousness.

I think that COVID-19
might affect vaccine hesi-
tancy. By the end of this, 1
don’t know that there will be

anyone left in this country
who has not been touched
by COVID in some way. 1
wonder if that will result in
sort of a renewed faith and a
renewed enthusiasm for vac-
cinations.

Q. What is herd immu-

nity and why is it impor-
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Chicago time
4. And hearty
8. In a murderous frenzy

11. Italian’s capital
12. Oral flavors
13. The Pitt Family artist, ing
Wm.

15. Most buffoonish

important

23. Fishing implement
24. Hamilton's bill

25. An adult female hog

national boundaries
34. Applied by spread-  vegetable
4. Foot and legwear
35. Lower in esteem

36. Entered the noneat-

tion
42. Knotin a tree

(var. sp.) 26. Emergency broad-  CLUES DOWN
10. Substance that cast network 1. Drive-in server
imparts a hue 217. Transcending 2. Kiss

5. Changes

43, River in NE Scotland

3. Red fruit eaten as a

6. Wind deposited silt

17. Awaterproof raincoat
19. Stared sullenly

20. Slang for cool

23. Revolves

24. Don't know when yet
25. Sports shoe

26. Opposite of beginning
27. Chevy sedan model
28. Communist nickname
29.007's Flemming

30. Drama awards

31. Badgered

tant?

Langwig: Herd immunity
is this idea that you've vacci-
nated or protected enough
individuals in the population
so that you're able to control
or even eradicate a disease.
As a discase ecologist, we
can make these calculations
based on some really simple
estimates, to know what pro-
portion of the population
has to be vaccinated in order
for us to achieve a thresh-
old at which we know that
the reproductive rate of this
pathogen is going to be less
than one. It means essential-
ly an epidemic will shrink.

If an individual gets in-
fected, if every member of
their group is protected by
a vaccine, then that infec-
tion will not be transmitted
to anyone else. That’s the
most important goal, as-
suming these vaccines do
block transmission, for us to
achieve.

Q. Is herd immunity a
goal for all vaccines, not just
the COVID-19 vaccine?

Langwig: Absolutely. Our
goal for vaccination is always
to reach herd immunity; and

thats the way we actually
eradicate pathogens or con-
trol diseases. For example,
measles is this incredibly
contagious disease. So, as
a result of how contagious
measles is, it means we have
to have a huge fraction of the
population vaccinated. We
have to have over 90 percent
of our population vaccinated
in order to be at herd immu-
nity levels.

Oftentimes, we get pock-
ets of people in specific areas
that are below that thresh-
old. For whatever reason,
this is part of the vaccine
hesitancy issue that has aris-
en over the last decade. We
are seeing U.S. outbreaks of
vaccine preventable disease.
So we have measles, which
can be really well controlled
by a vaccine, but we're seeing
it take hold through certain
communities.

Q. How does getting a
vaccine for yourself protect
others?

Langwig: We are starting
to learn this the hard way.
When you get a vaccine,
youre not just protecting
yourself, youre protecting

Women’s Clothier Since 1973

others around you.

There are going to be in-
stances where for whatever
reason a vaccine doesn't work
or maybe an individual can'
get it, perhaps due to age or
certain allergies. When we
decide not to get a vaccine, it
means that we're potentially
putting another person at
risk.

Q. How likely is it that
people may have to get the
COVID-19 vaccine more
than once in the future,
similar to a yearly flu shot?

Langwig: A major un-
known about this [coro-
navirus] is how the strains
are going to change. As an
epidemiologist, what I worry
about the most are these new
variants that have emerged
and are circulating in South
Africa and the U.K.

The reason the virus is
evolving is because its hav-
ing a lot of opportunitdes
to evolve. The bigger your
population size, the more
opportunities you do have to
change. So, as we get better
at controlling this, we should
have a better idea of what
strains will be circulating.
As we hopefully shrink the
number of people infected,
there should be less opportu-
nity for it to evolve.

I would not be surprised
at all in the future, if those
vaccinated in the first round
have to get the [COVID-19]
vaccine again, due to muta-
tions in the virus. It’s not un-
common at all that a vaccine
would go through a change
to modify the strains of the
virus it targets. We do this

16. Agroup of 8 ing larval stage

17. Overlords 37. Nears
18. Camera artists 38. Woke up
21. Resinlike substance ~ 39. Selfs

in shellac 40. Parts

22. Fundamentally

7. Formerly (archaic)
9. Gold fineness measure
10. Military snack bar
12. Capital of Uzbekistan  do
14. Old Tokyo

41. Dry: esp. of vegeta- 15. Heat in a microwave

32. Towards land
33. Leaseholder
34. Capital of Gyeonggi-

36. Yellowstone or Central

860 University City Blvd. * Blacksburg * (540) 951-8102
Mon-Sat 11:30am-4pm ® Always convenient, free parking

for the flu vaccine every year.
This isnt nearly as compli-
cated as developing the vac-
cines in the first place, but
rather it is making a small
modification to vaccines that
already exist.
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In January, Joseph Cromer was elected to serve
as a trustee and the treasurer of Downtown
Christianshurg, Inc.

At its January meeting,
Downtown Christiansburg, Inc.,
board unanimously elected Joseph
Cromer to serve as a trustee and as
the organization’s treasurer.

Cromer was born in Blacksburg
and grew up in Rocky Gap. He
; graduated from Virginia Tech in
4 December 1999 and shortly there-
after settled in Christiansburg,
starting his working career in net-
work marketing and management.
He opened his own State Farm

the

policies.

agency on Jan. 1, 2015, starting
from scratch. He has joked that
his first policy was his own. Actu-
ally, it was a transfer policy from
another State Farm agency so he
didn’t receive credit for his own

Downtown Christiansburg, Inc.,
(DCI) is an all-volunteer organiza-
tion of dedicated professionals who
live in Christiansburg and advocate
for the downtown area. DCI’s goal
is to bring awareness and restart
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State Farm’s Joseph Cromer elected
to Downtown Christiansburg board

the dialogue about Downtown

Christiansburg as a vibrant, afford-

able area with a strong history.
DCI promotes and works to

help
achieve its full potential through

Downtown Christiansburg

public advocacy, political involve-

ment and community events. The
organization
partnerships and creates visibility
that enhances Christiansburg and
Montgomery County for residents
and visitors alike.

fosters  sustaining

NRCC approved to offer heavy equipment operator program

New River Community Col-
lege recenty received state ap-
proval to offer a new short-term
training program for those inter-
ested in operating heavy equip-
ment.

An exact date and enrollment
details for the first course offer-
ings in the new program will be
announced at a later date.

The heavy equipment opera-
tor and core craft skills courses
will teach students the necessary
basics to start a career as a trade
apprentice and heavy equipment
operator through a combination
of online training and live lab

training.

The heavy equipment operator
level 1 course is an 88-hour online
class that offers hands-on training
using simulators that replicate re-
al-life operating scenarios through
rotation-motion platforms and
high-resolution 3D displays for
excavator and wheel loader equip-
ment. Students in this course will
learn orientation to the trade,
heavy equipment safety, identifi-
cation of heavy equipment, basic
operational techniques, utility
tractors, introduction to earth-
moving, interpreting civil draw-
ings and using simulator exercises

for equipment basic controls,
loading and unloading, excavat-
ing, and trenching.

“Implementation of the heavy
equipment operator program will
assist local business and industry
in securing skilled employees,”
said Ross Matney, workforce
training coordinator at NRCC.
“The CAT simulators will of-
fer realistic operating situations
while the course curriculum also
includes employable skills to as-
sist students in obtaining employ-
ment opportunities.”

The program will also include
a 70-hour online core craft skills

course. The competencies covered
in this class are basic safety, intro-
duction to construction math,
introduction to hand tools, intro-
duction to power tools, introduc-
tion to construction drawings,
basic communication skills, basic
employability skills, and introduc-
tion to materials and handling,
After completing these classes,
students will be eligible to sit for
the Heavy Equipment Operator
Level 1 Certification exam and
the Core Craft Skills Certification
exam under the National Center
for Construction Education and
Research (NCCER) accreditation

agency.

The program will be admin-
istered by NRCC’s workforce
development office as one of its
FastForward ~ offerings, which
are low-cost, short-term training
programs that prepare students
for in-demand careers. Typically,
students who take FastForward
programs pay only one-third of
the normal cost of training. Ad-
ditional funds are also available to
help offset training costs.

For more information, con-
tact NRCC workforce develop-
ment at (540) 674-3613 or email
WEFDtraining@nr.edu.

VT launches tully online MBA

Virginia Tech is launch-
ing its newest MBA program
option: the Online MBA.

Responding to the chang-
ing needs of students and the
workplace in the wake of the
COVID-19 pandemic, the
Pamplin College of Business
intentionally designed this
new program to deliver a
deep understanding of busi-
ness principles and practices
to a wider range of working
professionals through the
flexibility of fully online de-
livery.

While fully online, deliv-
ery of the new program will
be evenly split between syn-
chronous and asynchronous
experiences.  “While stu-
dents appreciate the flexibil-
ity of asynchronous learning,
many shared with us that
meeting synchronously best
mirrors an on-campus expe-
rience. It allows students to
participate actively in class
discussions and study teams,
develop working  relation-

ships with their peers, and
engage with Virginia Tech’s
top-notch  faculty,”  said
Dana Hansson, Virginia
Tech’s director of MBA pro-
grams.

The program is cohort-
based, which means that stu-
dents complete their studies
in lockstep and have the op-
portunity to build meaning-
ful professional relationships
with their classmates. “We
often hear that it’s this co-
hort format that allows stu-
dents to work closely with
their peers and create a pro-
fessional network that serves
them well long after earning
their degree,” said Hansson.

Students can also choose
to specialize their MBA
curriculum in subject areas
where Pamplin and Virginia
Tech have a strategic empha-
sis and significant expertise,
such as cybersecurity, entre-
preneurism, health informa-
tion technology and business
data analytics. These topic

TransmiSSion from page 1

Committee throughout the
past year to provide state as-
sociations and high schools
with well-considered infor-
mation during the pandem-
ic,” said Dr. Karissa Niehoff,
NFHS executive director.
“We appreciate the commit-
te’s most recent attempts to
reassess how student-athletes
can participate in sports
moving forward. While we
have to be concerned about
transmission of the virus first
and foremost, we also must
consider the mental health
of students who have been
unable to play sports thus far
this year.”

The final factor for con-
sideration moving forward
is based on accumulating
evidence that the majority
of sports-related spread of
COVID-19 appears to occur
from social contact, not dur-
ing sports participation.

The committee noted
that preventing spread of
the virus from social contact
remains paramount to the
continuation of sports dur-
ing the pandemic. As a re-
sult, social distancing, use of
masks, staying home when
ill and proper hygiene must
continue to be emphasized in
the locker room, on the field

Dining from page 1

cart. Once ordering is com-
plete, the users select “View
Cart.” Then, they verify that
the order is correct, select
“Meal Plan and ONE Card”
as the payment method and
select “Place Order.”

Full instructions for get-
ting the app and using the
ordering program are avail-
able on the Radford Univer-
sity Dining Services website.

Students may select from
five different on-campus din-
ing establishments: Au Bon
Pain, Hissho Sushi, Papa
John’s, Starbucks and Wen-
dyss.

Once an order is ready
for pickup, students receive a
text message with a pin code
or link to a QR code. They
then go to one of the four
easy-to-find  Radford-red
pickup lockers that corre-
spond with their order. Once
at the locker, students can
enter their pin codes or scan
their QR codes and the lock-
er doors open. Each locker is
controlled to keep orders hot,
cold or at room temperature,

which is a novel feature and
represents the latest in con-
tactless ordering technology.

Locker units are located
in Dalton Hall for Au Bon
Pain, Papa John’s and Wen-
dy’s; the College of Humani-
ties and Behavioral Sciences
Building for Starbucks; and
the Bonnie for Hissho Sushi.

“The program gives our

areas are popular choices for
those seeking better jobs and
career growth, said Parviz
Ghandforoush, VT’s associ-
ate dean for graduate pro-
grams.

The students will also
have the option to study
abroad, through the inter-
national business specializa-
tion. Optional international
travel provides an opportu-
nity to examine global busi-
ness in action and take part
in an immersive in-person
experience with fellow MBA
classmates.

As with all of Virginia
Tech’s MBA programs, the
Online MBA will be taught
by experienced Pamplin
College of Business faculty
steeped in scholarly research
with practical applications.
“Our faculty are at the fore-
front of research on emerg-
ing issues and technologies
in their fields,” Ghandfo-
roush said, “and they are
able to provide students with

and court while traveling
and interacting in the com-
munity.

In addition to the five fac-
tors to consider in assessing
the potential for COVID-19
spread in high school athlet-
ics, the SMAC listed three
other resources for consid-
eration: materials from the
CDC, the American Medical
Society for Sports Medicine
(AMSSM) and the Ameri-
can Academy of Pediatrics
(AAP).

The NFHS Sports Medi-
cine Advisory Committee,
a 15-member body, is com-
posed of medical doctors,

students one more layer of
safety and comfort,” Perkins
said. “They know they can
use the program to order
and pick up food safely. This
is just another measure we
are putting in place to help
our students stay and feel

safe”
-- Chad Osborne

Iit's Game Time
at the SuperBowl

“Big Game Special”

Celebrate the Big Game
Feb. 7th

on Sunday,

Bowling Shoe rental not include in price
Open from 1pm-10pm on the day of the Big Game
“Celebrate with your friends and family”

Call 382-5525 to reserve your lane
or for more information
575 Arbor Drive, Christiansburg
www.nrvsuperbowl.biz

PHOTO BY ERIN WILLIAMS

MBA students attend a class at the Northern Virginia Genter taught by management
associate professor Bill Becker, whose course was offered in a hybrid format (a
mix of in-person and online classes). The new fully online MBA seeks to offer
the best possible educational experience for students who value consistent
interaction with their classmates and also want the flexibility of an online format.

current insight into private
and public industry, govern-
ment, and entrepreneurial
solutions.”

Beyond faculty, Online
MBA students will also
share the support and re-
sources available to all Vir-
ginia Tech MBA students.
Hansson said this includes

certified athletic trainers,
high school coaches and of-
ficials, research specialists and
state high school association
executives that regularly de-
velops position  statements
related to medical aspects of
conducting high school ath-

access to an established
MBA alumni mentoring
program, personalized aca-
demic advising, and mem-
bership in Virginia Tech’s
vast alumni network.
“Were excited to pro-
vide this new opportunity
to professionals across the
globe who want to further

letics.

“If the medical profession
has learned anything in the
past year, it is that we have
to be open to regularly assess-
ing all available evidence and
make appropriate changes in
policies and procedures in

their careers and join our
talented group of students
and alumni who are proud
to call themselves Hokies,”
Hansson said.

Applications for the in-
augural cohort will be due
May 1 with classes starting
in July and graduation ex-
pected in May 2023.

places of business, schools
and athletics,” said Dr. Mi-
chael Koester, chair of the
NFHS  Sports Medicine
Advisory Committee. He
practices pediatric and adult
sports medicine at the Slo-
cum Center in Eugene, Ore.
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American Family Publishers: God has a mailing address

I read recently that some time
back, the geniuses at American
Family Publishers entered God in
their sweepstakes. I kid you not.
Sent him a notice and everything.
They even came up with his ad-
dress: a post office box in Bushnell,
Fla., about 60 miles from Tampa.
Apparently the Sunshine State re-
ally is God’s country.

At the time, God must have
been a member in good standing
of the Bushnell Assembly of God
Church since the church actually
had the box.

Massive bonehead mistakes like
that are just too good not to make

fun of. Full speed ahead.

Wouldnt you like to be in a
church that claims God as a mem-
ber? Well, they all claim that God
is present since it’s his church to be-
gin with, but how many churches
not only have God on their mail-
ing list but actually get mail ad-
dressed to him?

Kinda puts a litde extra pres-
sure on the preacher, doesnt it?
I've been in the pulpit, and I never
caught God actually sitting in
my congregation taking notes --
Would he be a pillar of fire, which,
I think, would certainly put the
church building in peril, or a pil-
lar of cloud as he was when he led
the Israelites out of Egypt into the

Promised Land? - but I can tell
you the notion of God being phys-
ically present (Even as a burning
bush?) and grading my sermons
is enough to drive me to my awed
knees babbling insensibly. But I
guess God did judge my message
every time | preached now that I
think about it. I must have done all
right; ’'m still here and still praying
for forgiveness.

“God, we've been searching for
you,” the sweepstakes notice ex-
claimed. Havent we all? Welcome
to the 21st century and modern
times.

But the publishing folks appar-
ently didnt do much homework

and learn an awful lot about the
nature and characteristics of the
Almighty. They didn't seem to real-
ize that God has more than a few
resources at his disposal because
they trumpeted that if God were to
win, “What an incredible fortune
there would be for God! Could
you imagine the looks youd get
from your neighbors?”

Like God needs a measly few
million bucks. And seeing as how
God does indeed hang out with a
better class of folks - those angels
and all -- I can’t imagine Heavens
suddenly gonna be overrun with
envy because the creator of all there
is won a stupid contest.

And what would God need
with all those magazines anyhow?
As if he needs to read them to find
out what’s going on.

One thing I never did find out,
though, that would have been
mighty interesting to discover:
Who was the chump who got the
duty of telling God he didn't win
the sweepstakes? Oh, that’s right.
Nobody. God already knew.

The author is a man of a certain
age who is a devour Christian but
who nevertheless isnt shy about pok-
ing fun at the foibles and the foolish-
ness pulled off by both the folks who
worship God and those who don.

Health district director: High demand for COVID-19 vaccine creating anxiety, frustration

Good news: COV-

400 hours for the district

now, the district is vacci-

come from several new

minister the COVID-19

COVID-19 cases in the

ID-19 cases are declining
in the New River Valley.

Bad news: The public’s
anxiety and frustration
about receiving a corona-
virus vaccine is reaching
new heights.

The frenzied search for
a vaccine needs to stop,
said Dr. Noelle Bissell,
health director of the New
River Health District,
during Wednesday’s virtu-
al meeting with members
of the news media.

She said some people
who are eligible to receive
the vaccine in phase 1b
are making multiple ap-
pointments with different
providers. This creates a
bottleneck in the system

so far, she said.

Right now, demand for
a vaccine exceeds the dos-
age amount that the dis-
trict receives weekly from
the Virginia Department
of Health.

“There’s  just not
enough vaccine for every-
one who needs it or wants
it, and we get that,” Bis-
sell said. “I'm asking that
everyone be a part of the
solution and let us do the
appointments as smoothly
as we can.”

Last week, the dis-
trics appointments for
phase 1b were scheduled
through March.

Bissell also called on
people to be patient if

nating people in the phase
1b priority group, which
includes those older than
65 and essential workers
such as teachers and po-
lice officers.

“We're going to ask
that everyone cheer every
vaccine that’s given, even
if it’s not in your arm,”
she said. “Every dose is a
shot against this pandem-
ic, and every dose is a dose
closer to herd immunity.
Thats the light at the end
of the tunnel.”

The district receives
about 2,000 doses a week
from the Virginia Depart-
ment of Health, and Bis-
sell said she doesn’t expect
that amount to increase

vaccine versions that are
nearing approval.

The district keeps a
standby priority list at
its vaccine clinics, and
if there are extra vac-
cine doses at the end of
the day, staff’ will contact
people on that list, Bissell
said. Though a vial of the
Moderna vaccine contains
10 doses, and a vial of
the Pfizer vaccine has five
doses, at times a vial may
contain an extra dose, Bis-
sell said.

“We use every single
dose every single day,”
she said. “We will not
waste a single dose of

-5
vaccine.

National ~ pharmacy

vaccine, and Bissell said
the commonwealth is
communicating with the
chain now to understand
how that will work. The
district already is working
with several local pharma-
cies to administer the vac-
cine to people in the phase
1b group.

Overall, Bissell said,
she is pleased that there
has not been a significant
spike in positive COV-
ID-19 cases in the region
since students returned to
Virginia Tech and Rad-
ford University last month
for the spring semester.

“The universities are
continuing to do a good
job of reminding students

New River Health Dis-
trict overall are down, fol-
lowing a bump after the
holidays, Bissell said.

She reiterated that
there continues to be lim-
ited evidence of coronavi-
rus spread in K-12 schools
when universal mask-
ing and other mitigation
measures are in place. She
added that vaccinating
school staff in phase 1b is
an important step.

“I do think we are in a
good position to look at
getting our schools back
into session,” Bissell said.

People who fall in phas-
es la or 1b must pre-regis-
ter for the vaccine at www.
nrvroadtowellness.com or

and takes too much time
to reconcile, an estimated

they are not yet eligible
to receive a vaccine. Right
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until late March. Ad-
ditional supplies could

chain CVS
this week that it will ad-

announced
said.

to remain vigilant,” she

by calling the district’s ho-
tline at 540-838-8222.

Virginia hospitals have administered
435,000+ COVID-19 vaccine doses so far

RICHMOND -- Virginia hospi-
tals have administered 435,358 doses
of the Pfizer and Moderna COV-
ID-19 vaccines since the common-
wealth received the first shipment of
doses in mid-December.

That total reflects doses adminis-
tered by hospitals as of Tuesday, Feb.
2, and it represents a 37 percent in-
crease from the more than 317,000
administered doses reported by the
Virginia Hospital and Healthcare As-
sociation (VHHA) the week before.

Progress on vaccine administra-
tion in Virginia is contingent on a
steady, predictable supply of doses
available to hospitals and other
health care providers participating in
the vaccination effort. Federal gov-
ernment officials have indicated that
Virginia can expect to receive roughly
100,000 vaccine first doses per week
for the foreseeable future, though the
Biden administration has indicated it
plans to boost weekly vaccine distri-
bution to about 122,000 doses per

week.

Virginia recently modified its vac-
cine distribution plan. The common-
wealth is now sending vaccines to
local health departments for distribu-
tion. Hospitals are no longer receiv-
ing direct vaccine dose shipments. As
a result, Virginia hospitals currently
have about 22,000 first doses remain-
ing after the recent allocation from
local health departments. That is the
equivalent of a few days’ supply of
doses, which will soon be exhausted.

Virginia House passes automatic expungement legislation

RICHMOND, -- The Virginia
House Democratic Caucus Wednes-
day passed HB 2113, a bill that would
establish a process for automatic ex-
pungement by the Virginia House of
Delegates. Automatic expungement is
one of the House Democrats’ priorities
in their ongoing efforts to eliminate
systemic racism from the common-
wealths criminal justice system and
create a more equitable Virginia.

“A dean slate is essential to help
Virginians who are trying to turn their
lives around,” said House Democratic
Majority Leader Charniele Herring,
“For too long our criminal justice sys-

tem has failed our most vulnerable
communities, disproportionately im-
pacting communities of color, while at
the same time uplifting the privileged.
I am proud to sponsor this necessary
legislation that will change the lives of
so many in Virginia. People who have
served their sentence and gone on to be
upstanding members of society should
not continue to be punished for past
mistakes. Instead, they should be al-
lowed to fully reintegrate into society
and contribute to our commonwealth”

The legislation would allow those
with certain non-violent felony and
misdemeanor convictions and charges

in Virginia to have their records ex-
punged. HB 2113 creates a process
that will give thousands of Virginians a
second chance and allow them to create
stronger futures.

Automatic expungement has been
studied and endorsed by the Virginia
Crime Commission. Automatic ex-
pungement does not require appli-
cants to file a court petition and pay
legal fees, making it a more equitable
approach since it does not favor those
with greater resources and connections.

According to the Virginia Crime
Commission, five other states have al-
ready enacted automatic expungement.
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Virginia Tech recognized among hest
workplaces for commuters in 2021

The Hokle Blke Huh offers the university community
a free center to fix their bikes, learn new skills, and
connect with fellow cyclists. Meishel Desouto for
Virginia Tech.

Virginia Tech has been
cited as one of the 2021 Best
Workplaces for Commut-
ers in offering outstanding
commuter programs and
benefits to students and
employees.

Best Workplaces for
Commuters is an innova-
tive membership program
that provides qualified
workplaces, universities and
sites with national recogni-
ton for providing excep-
tional commuter benefits.

Virginia Tech is one of
41 universities to receive
the honor in 2021.

The Virginia Tech Alter-

native Transportation De-
partment offers the cam-
pus community a range of
commuter benefit options
and programs:

Free access to the award-
winning Blacksburg Transit
bus system with a Virginia
Tech ID.

The Hokie Bike Hub, a
free, self-service bike repair
and maintenance facility
for students, faculty, and
staff.

Ride matching and a
Guaranteed Ride Home
program through RIDE
Solutions.

Free bus service between

the Blacksburg campus and
the Virginia Tech Carilion
School of Medicine and
Research Institute on the
Roanoke campus.

The department pro-
motes safe cycling by offer-
ing cycling safety courses,
hosting events and provid-
ing educational materials
throughout the year. The
department also launched
the Heads Up Hokies safe-
ty campaign to encourage
Hokies and community
members traveling  across
campus on foot, by bike, e-
scooter, bus or car to keep
their heads up, act predict-
ably and pay attention to
their surroundings.

“The Alternative Trans-
portation Department is
proud to once again earn
a spot on the Best Work-
places for Commuters list.
It shows that we remain
committed to offering our
community the best ser-
vices and options for com-
muting,” said Nick Quint,
transportation  network
manager and interim Fleet
Services manager.
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Spradlin-Harvey,
Micajahala Lynne

Micajahala Lynne Spradlin-Harvey,
82, of Blacksburg, died Thursday, Jan.

28,2021, in her home.

She was born in McDowell, Ky., on
August 4, 1938, to the late William
Cager and Lucy Hall Spradlin. She
was preceded in death by her husband,
Franklin D. Harvey. She is survived by
her daughter, Rebecca Seagraves; two
sons, A. Stephens Harvey and Dan-

children.

Super BOWI from page 1

VT associate professor
Nneka Logan’s expertise
is focused in public re-
lations,  organizational
communication, corpo-
rate discourse, race and
diversity. Her work has
been published in the
Journal of Public Rela-
tions Research, Public
Relations Review, Public
Relations Inquiry, the
Journal of Business Eth-

ics and in other scholarly
outlets. Prior to earn-
ing her doctorate, she
worked in a variety of
communication roles for
a multibillion-dollar cor-
porate organization and
its subsidiaries for more
than nine years, manag-
ing internal, external and
executive communica-
tion strategies, tactics,
programs and projects.

iel Harvey; a sister, Cindy Carlisle; 11
grandchildren; and seven great-grand-

Memorial services were conducted
on Thursday, Feb. 4, 2021, at 2 p.m.
in the McCoy Funeral Home Chapel.
Memorial contributions may be made
to Good Samaritan Hospice.

Arrangements by McCoy Funeral
Home, Blacksburg.

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

ANGLICAN CATHOLIC
St. Peter theApostle Anglican Church, 230
W. First St., Christiansburg, VA. Fr Peter
Geromel OHI Th.M., Vicar, Fr. Alex Darby,
“Associate”, 540-382-0432/540-270-9166.
Sundays: 8:00 am & 10:00 am Holy Eucharist
followed by Christian Education and refresh-
ments. Holy Communion most Thursdays at
12Noon, other Holy Days as announced. Tra-
ditional services use the 1928 Book of Com-
mon Prayer and 1940 Hymnal. Handicapped
accessible. All are welcome. Come worship
with us! Website: www.stpetersacc.org. Fol-
low us on Facebook
St. Philip’s Anglican Church, 306 Prog-
ress Street, NE, Blacksburg, Virginia 24060,
(540) 552-1771, www.stphilipsblacksburg.
org. Reverend Fr. Wade Miller, Priest. Eu-
charist Sundays at 11am and Wednesday's at
12pm.
St. Thomas Anglican Church - located at
4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Tradi-
tional Liturgical Lenten Services, Sunday at
10:30 am. Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.
sttofc.org for midweek masses and events.
(In Roanoke, go E on Hershberger, L on Hu-
bert to 4910).

BAPTIST

First Baptist Church on 3rd Ave., 215
Third Ave. at the corner with Downey St. We
are committed to personal spiritual growth
and to providing leadership in community
ministry. We celebrate the dignity and worth
of al persons, created in the image of God.
Sunday Bible Study Groups - 9:45, Sunday

Worship - 11:00. Website: www.fbcradford.

org, 540-639-4419. Worship is broadcast live
on JOY radio, 93.1 FM and 890 AM.
Trinity Community Church, 1505 N.
Franklin Street, C'burg. John Altizer, Lead
Pastor, Brian Cockram, Associate Pastor,
382-8121. Worship at 10:45 am., Outreach
Ministries - 6:00p.m. Wednesday, Growth
Groups - 5:00p.m. Sunday, Youth and Chil-
dren’'s Ministry - 5:00p.m. Sunday, www.
trinitycburg.org
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Blacksburg Church of Christ, 315 Eakin
St., 552-1331. Sun. Bible Classes 9:30 am.,,
Sun. Worship 10:30 am. & 6 p.m., Wed. Bi-
ble classes, 7 p.m., Outreach Minister Curt
Seright, Community Minister Tom Gilliam.
Faith Christian Church of Christ, 305
3rd Street, Christiansburg, David Rhudy,
Minister, 382-4628, Sunday School 10 am;
Worship 11 am; Evening Worship 6:30 pm;
Wednesday night Bible Study for Women
and Men 6:30 pm. We welcome you to any
and all of our services.
CHURCH OF GOD
New Hope Church of God, 1404 Mud Pike
Rd., C'Burg. Rev. T. Michagl Bond, pastor,
731-3178. Sun. School 10 am., Worship
10:50 am., 6 p.m. Thurs., 7:00 p.m.
West Radford Church of God, 1824 West
Main Street, Radford, VA 24141, Sunday
School- 10:00A.M. Morning Worship—
11:00A.M., Children's Church 11:00A.M.
Sunday Evening — 6:00PM., Wednesday
Night — 7:00PM., Pastor Danny Newman,
Church Office — 540-639-6562 or 804- 921-
0828.
CHURCH OF
THE BRETHREN
Christiansburg Church of the Brethren,
310 South Franklin Street. Pastor: Paul J.
Stover Jr. 540-797-5015. Sunday School 10
am.; Morning Worship 11 am.; Bible Study
10:30 am. Tuesdays. Website: www.chris-
tiansburgcab.org. A loving family, fueled by
the Holy Spirit, grounded in God'sWord, and

Montgomery County
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Read Numbers 1:1 through
2:34

In our fragmented families
today, it is difficult to under-
stand the closeness of Isra-
elite families. They worked
together, lived in the same
area, and had tribal leaders
who counseled them, taught
{them God's Law, and arbi-
trated their disputes. God ap-
pointed a leader from each
tribe to help Moses count
the men of his tribe. God also
told them where to arrange
their tents so each tribe lived
ltogether. By living so closely
/|together, they must have
f/learned a great deal about
lgetting along with one an-
sother.

So the Israelites did every

- “ % = J--‘ H‘\h
: _‘_\ r"" !ﬁ&

" If your church is not listed and |f you are interested,
call Randy Thompson at 540-389-9355
or email at advertlse@ourvalley org

delivering Jesus forgiveness and
love to all people. Come as you
are... you are welcomed!
LUTHERAN
Luther Memorial Lutheran
Church ELCA, 600 Prices Fork
Rd, Blacksburg. Weekly Online
Worship at www.Imlc.org. We are
aReconciling in Christ congrega-
tion that welcomes and affirms
all people just as they are. For
information on Bible studies and
Wednesday Vespers, email |u-
thermemorial blacksburg@gmail.
com, or contact the church office,
(540) 951-1000. Rev. Monica
Weber, pastor.
MULTI-CULTURAL

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Christian Growth Center, 1850
Electic Way, Christiansburg, VA
24073 (beside Hubbell Lighting).
Sunday Worship: 9:30am Prayer,
10:00am Service *Nursery Avail-
able. Lead Pastor: Todd Hallinan.
Founding Pastor: Rob Sowell.
Mission: Sow, Grow, & Go Sow
Faith! Grow in Righteousness!
Go into al the world in the au-
thority of the believer! 540-382-
2908.

PENTECOSTAL HOLINESS
Merrimac Pentecostal Holiness
Church, Rev. Richard Hall (540)
552-7194. pastorhal29@gmail.

Families Deserve Respect

thing the Lord commanded
Moses; that is the way they|
encamped under their stan-|[%
dards, and that is the way[ &%
they set out, each of them|f}¥
with their clan and family[£}
(Numbers 2:34). '

In today’s society, respect is|M
often a missing ingredient in

tionally live a distance from
each other so they don't have
to spend much time together. |

the Israelite model and learn
to appreciate and depend onf
one another more.

L
Thought for Today: The fam-|,
ily structure is important to 4
God. %

Quicklook: Numbers 2:32-34 /
" R 74

f
-
T D
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com. Sunday School at 10 am.
and morning worship is 11 am.
Evening service a 6 p.m. and
Wednesday at 7 p.m.

Radford Worship Center, 1820
Second Street, Radford, 639-
6287, Our music is passionate,
our worship is real, and Pastor
Hal Adams brings relevant mes-
sages for everyone at any place
on their journey, Sunday Wor-
ship Experience at 9:00 AM &
10:45 AM, Wednesday Family
Night at 7 PM, Children Minis-
try provided for all services, join
usas Love, Grow, Serve, find us
on facebook and Instagram
Walton Pentecostal Holiness
Church, 4003 Morning Glory
Rd., off Walton Rd. on Rt. 114.
731-1755. Lee Sarver, pastor.
Sun. School 9:30 a.m., Worship
10:30 am. & 6: p.m., Wed., 7

p.m.
UNITED METHODIST
Asbury  United Method-

ist Church, 500 Stuart Street,
Christiansburg. 540-382-0743.
Rev. Ryan Schaeffer. Sunday
School, 10:15 am., Sunday
Worship, 11:30 am., Wednes-
day Bible Study 7pm, alternat-
ing month’s with Schaeffer Me-
morial Baptist Church, Senior
Bible Study Thursday, 10:30

/
oy
;_u" ;I : - .-
Al N %7
A ) 'i""."
L -,/'.‘_..

am. All are welcome.

Central United Methodist
Church, 803 Wadsworth Street,
Radford. 639-3529. 8:30 am.
Sunday Services: 8:30am (in-
terpreter provided); 9:45am
Sunday School (interpreter pro-
vided); and 11:00a.m. Wednes-
day Bible Study: 6:30p.m. Child
care is provided. www.central-
methodistchurch.com.

St. Paul United Method-
ist Church, 220 W. Main
St., C'Burg. Rev. Moonsup
“Paul” Song (540) 382-2410.
Sunday Worship 10 am,,
Sunday School 9 am. Live

streaming Sunday  Service
- www.twitch.tv/stpaulumc
Wesley Memorial United

Methodist Church, 350 Staf-
ford Drive, Christiansburg, VA
24073, Sunday School 10am,
Sunday Worship Service 11am.
WESLEYAN
Christ Wesleyan Church, 525
Harkrader Street, C' burg. Face-
book LIVE service Sundays
at 9:00 AM., Public Worship
service at 11:00 AM. Sunday
School for adults - 10:00 AM.
Pastor: Gale Janofski 574-306-
7682. Website: christwesleyan-
church.org
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Hayes, Phyllls Anne Deitz

Phyllis Anne Deitz Hayes,
87, of Claytor Lake, passed
peacefully on February 1,
2021, surrounded and sup-
ported by her family and care-
givers in the final days of her
life.

She was preceded in death
by her parents Violet and
Lloyd Deitz, siblings Anita
and John, and her loving hus-
band of 64 years, Charles.

William Campbell Chap-
ter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution. She
served the chapter as treasurer
from 2004-2007 and corre-
sponding recording secretary
through 2010. This would
have been her twentieth year
of service.

Phyllis is survived by her
children, Chuck Hayes and
his wife, Valerie, of Christians-

Phyllis was born in Home-
stead, Fla., on Jan. 15, 1934. She attended
Homestead High School and the University
of Florida.

Phyllis worked for many years in the bank-
ing industry from First and Merchants teller
to Crestar Vice President. She was always a
Southern lady and hostess, sensitive to other’s
feelings and gracefully putting them at ease.
Her wit, cheerful spirit and unfailing kindness
will be sorely missed by all who knew her. She
enjoyed participating in many activities from
cooking, golfing and playing cards to sharing
travel adventures with her husband. She loved
animals, freely petting any dog she encoun-
tered. She enjoyed feeding birds and watching
the ducks on the lake from her porch.

Phyllis was full of curiosity, always appreci-
ating the most unusual things as if it was her
responsibility to make everything feel loved.
She cherished her neighbors and was a loyal
friend.

She was an active member of the General

Southern, Leo

Leo Kenneth Southern,
88, of Christiansburg, went
home to be with his Lord and
Savior on Thursday, Jan. 28,
2021.

He is survived by his wife
of 66 years, Clara Vest South-
ern; daughters Patricia South-
ern Hughes (Barry) and Deb-
ra Southern Starner (Steve);
seven grandchildren: Steven
(Sarah), Lauren Starner Row-
land (Matt), Ashley Hughes

burg, Bob Hayes of Chris-
tiansburg, Joe Hayes and his wife, Bonnie, of
Radford, and her daughter, Mary Heavener
and her husband, Chuck, of Blacksburg. She
was also blessed with four grandchildren: Bry-
an, Hillary, Ashley and Kevin; and three great
-grandchildren, Elijah, Hudson and Ryder.

Due to the pandemic, the family will re-
member Phyllis in a private memorial service.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that
contributions be made to your local SPCA or
The American Cancer Society. We would be
honored if on a pleasant day you would pay
your respects at West View Cemetery where
she will be laid to rest with Charles.

The family would like to thank Phyllis
English Meadows family and Medi Home
Health and Hospice for their dedication,
kindness and love.

The Hayes family is in the care of Mull-
ins Funeral Home & Cremarory in Radford.

www.mullinsfuneralhome.com.

Kenneth

was a 50-plus year member
of Faith Missionary Baptist
Church where he served for
many years as a deacon and
Sunday school superinten-
dent

In 1969, he and his wife
established Southern Printing
Company, Inc., in Blacks-
burg. The business is still in
operation, serving the print-
ing needs of the surrounding
area.

Funeral services were held

Stevenson  (Nate),  Erin
Hughes Hong (Sung), Sarah,
Austyn and Hannab; six great-grandchildren:
Abby, William, Scarlet, Leonardo, Riley and
Zoey; brothers Freddie (Frances) and Allen;
sister Peggy Southern Schmidt (Bill); and nu-
merous nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents,
John Wesley Southern and Grace Lawson
Southern; brothers Henry, Gene, Jerry, Earl
and Johnny; and sisters Ida, Louise, Ruby and
Catherine.

Leo served in the Army and was honorably
discharged from the Korean Conflict. He

on Thursday, Feb. 4, at 11
am. at Faith Missionary Baptist Church,
with the Rev. Mike Vest and the Rev. Ken-
neth Wells officiating. Visitation was held one
hour prior to the service. Interment followed
at Sunset Cemetery.

Social distancing and the governors man-
dates were observed. Face coverings were re-
quired.

The family was served by McCoy Funeral
Home, Blacksburg. In lieu of flowers, the
family requests that donations be made to
Good Samaritan Hospice, Inc.

Yearout, Geraldine Cole

Geraldine Cole Yearout
of Blacksburg went to be
with the Lord on February
3, 2021. She was preceded
in death by her first hus-
band, John P. Cole

She is survived by her
husband of 46 years, Bob
Yearout; her sons, Mike Cole
(Freda) and Joe Cole (An-
gela); a daughter, Pat Cole
Cundiff (Bev); seven grand-
children, 11 great-grandchil-
dren; sisters Bernice Cordle

and Joan Bishop (Harry);
several nieces and nephews;
A | a close great-nephew, Mat-
, } ~ | thew Wade; and many spe-
cial lifelong friends.

A family memorial will
be held at a later date. No
visitation will be held due to
COVID. In lieu of flowers,
consider a donation to the
Blacksburg Volunteer Res-
cue Squad.

Arrangements by McCoy
Funeral Home, Blacksburg.

Raftensberger, Jr., Jack

Jack Raffensberger,
Jr., 62, passed away un-
expectedly on Saturday,
Jan. 30, 2021, at Carilion
Roanoke Memorial, due
to complications from
Mantel Cell and T cell
Non-Hodgkin’s Lym-
phoma. He was recently
diagnosed with Hodgkin’s
Lymphoma.

Jack was born on Jan.
2, 1959, in Girard, Penn.,

grandchildren, Anthony,
Owen and Cecilia Tellers
of Erie, Penn.

Jack is also survived
by his six siblings, Debra
(Thomas) Karwoski, Sue
(Paul) Frey, Sandy, Karen
and Sheri Raffensberger;
and his brother, Jeffrey
(Denise) Raffensberger.
He is survived also by
many nieces and neph-
ews, as well as his uncle

the son of Jack, Sr. and Ja-
net (Hayes) Raffensberger.

Preceding him in passing were his
parents, Jack and Janet Raffensberger;
his paternal grandparents, Raymond
and Evelyn (Daggett) Raffensberger;
his maternal grandparents, Robert and
Thelma (Lawrence) Hayes; and an un-
cle, Jerry Raymond Raffensberger.

Jack graduated from Girard High
School, Class of 1977. Following grad-
uation, he worked for the Girard School
District for 29 years and continued his
hard work ethic with the Montgomery
County School District until his diag-
nosis with lymphoma in June 2020.

Survivors include his loving wife,
Cristal Huff Raffensberger; Cristal’s
children and Papa Jack’s grandchildren,
Cristy (Keith) Keiper, grandchildren
Zachary Huff and Kaylin Keiper of
Dublin, Va., and Sabrina (Andy) Rut-
ledge and grandson, Colton, of Nar-
rows; Jack’s daughter, Alicia Raffens-
berger Tellers (Michael) and Papa Jack’s

and aunt, Richard and
Dottie Hayes of Albion, Penn.

Jack was mostly known for his
quick wit and big heart to all those
he was in contact with, especially the
special needs students. He was one of
the “Good Guys,” always positive and
happy-go-lucky. He will forever be
loved and cherished through the count-
less (funny) memories we have all made
with him through the years.

The family would like to thank the
staff and children at Auburn Elemen-
tary School for all of the love and sup-
port they provided “Mr. Jack.” In lieu
of flowers, please plant a tree in Jack’s
memory.

A memorial service will be Saturday,
Feb. 20, 2021, at 4 p.m. in the McCoy
Funeral Home Chapel with the Rev.
Neal Turner officiating. The family will
receive friends from 3 p.m. until service
time.

Arrangements by McCoy Funeral
Home, Blacksburg.

Shafer, Galrey Marcen

Gairey Marcen Shafer,
75, of Blacksburg died
Wednesday, Feb. 3, 2021.

He was born in Giles
County on May 14, 1945,
to the late William Harold
and Phoebe Merrix Shaver.
He was preceded in death
by his sisters, Paulette S.
Kinsley and Joyce J. Shaver.

Gairey was a veteran of
the U. S. Army. He is sur-
vived by his sister, Char-

a special friend, Larry R.
Cook; and numerous other
family relatives.

Funeral services will be
held today, Feb. 6, 2021,
at 11 a.m. in the McCoy
Funeral Home Chapel
with the Rev. Neal Turner
officiating.

Burial will follow in
the Memorial Gardens of
the New River Valley. The
family will receive friends

lotte Ann Albert; a niece, .
Carrie Ann Hawks and her husband,
Richard; a great-niece, Deanna Hawks;

from 10 a.m. until service
time at McCoy Funeral Home, Blacks-
burg.

Weiss, Alta Frances King

Alta  Frances King
Weiss, 86, of Fairlawn,
passed away Saturday, Jan.
30, 2021.

She worked for many
years as a certified nursing
assistant.

She was preceded in
death by her parents, Ar-
nold Robert King and Ella
Agee King; her husband,
Charles Andrew Weiss, Jr.;
and sons and daughter-in-

law, Charles Alan and Al-

Phillip (Martha) King;
nine grandchildren: Phillip
(Amanda) King, Jr., Shan-
non (Bryan) Cook, Crys-
tal (Chuck) King, Andy
(Paula) Weiss, Tanya (Ja-
son) White, Misty (James)
Breeden, Brandy Weiss,
Alisha Weiss and Noah
Weiss; 18 great-grandchil-
dren; and many other rela-
tives and friends.
Graveside services were

ice Weiss and Clifford Arnold Weiss.
Survivors include her daughter and
son-in-law, Anita and Scott “Tater”
Weiss-Jones; son and daughter-in-law
Scottie Lee and Trina Weiss; brother

held at noon on Thursday,
Feb. 4, 2021, in the mausoleum in High-
land Memory Gardens in Dublin.

The Weiss family was in the care of
Mullins Funeral Home in Radford. www.
mullinsfuneralhome.com.
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For Rent -
Apartments

2,3,4BR

Townhouse Style
accepting applications.
Short waiting list, HUD
subsidized, W/D hookups,
private patio, water &
trash incl. Fairfax Village
Apts. 332 Fairfax St.,
Radford Cambridge
Square 1805 Whipple Dr.
NW Blacksburg 540-731-
1786 EHO TDD #800-828-
1120

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE

Unprinted end rolls of
newsprint. Great for

packing & shipping, moving
& storage and for art
projects. Various sizes
available. Stop by the
Salem Times-Register 1633
West Main St. or call
(540)389-9355 for details.

ADVERTINE!

Part Time
Newspaper
Production Help
The Salem TimesRegister

has openings for
afternoon/evening shift
work inserting, labeling
and bundling newspapers
for delivery. No
experience necessary.
Hours may vary. Will train.
$7.50 per hour. Contact
Lynn Hurst, General
Manager, Salem-Times
Register (540)389-9355
or email
Ihurst@ourvalley.org

Experienced
grocery shopper,
Prep cook, cook,

meal planner,
and dietitian.
66 year old bachelor living
In efficiency apartment,
one block from
Radford University. Will
employee at $20 per hour
for two days per week for
Skilled, efficient,
trustworthy person.
Must have car.
Call 540-577-8564
Any time
Leave message

Help Wanted - Legals - City of
General Radford

NOTICE OF

PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF RADFORD,
VIRGINIA

Notice is hereby given, the
Radford City Council will
hold a public hearing on
February 8, 2021 at 7:00
p.m. in the City Council
Chambers located at 10
Robertson Street, Radford,
Virginia.

Pursuant to Virginia Code
Sections 15.2-2006 et seq.,
15.2-2100, and 15.2-1800,
the purpose of the public
hearing is to receive
comments regarding an
application the City has
received from Scott Hill to
vacate and sale a portion of
an unimproved public right-
of-way area identified as
Sixth Street located at the
intersection of Robertson
Street. The request contains
a total area of
approximately .192 acre.

Copies of the application,
together with the plat of the
property proposed to be
vacated and sold, are
available for review in the
City Manager’s Office
located at 10 Robertson
Street.

Legals -
Montgomery

County

Public Notice
The Christiansburg Town
Council will hold a Public
Hearing on Tuesday,
February 23, 2021 at 7:00
p.m. in the Council Room,
Christiansburg Town Hall,
100 E. Main Street.

Pursuant to Va. Code §§
15.2-1800, 15.2-1813, 15.2-
2100(A), and § 15.2-2006,
the purpose of the public
hearing is to receive
comments on a request
from the Montgomery
County School Board to
vacate the right of way
known as the
Christiansburg High School
“bus loop” at 100
Independence Boulevard
N.W. (Tax Parcel No. 466-
2-11A) (.954 acres), and
convey the property from
the Town of Christiansburg
to the School Board to
facilitate future development
of the high school.

Information on the
preceding item, the Town’s
Zoning Map, Zoning
Ordinance, and Future Land
Use Map may be viewed in
the Planning Department,
100 E. Main Street,
Christiansburg, VA 24073-

Legals -
Montgomery

County

3029 during

normal office hours of

8:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday.
For more information,
contact Andrew Warren

by phone at (540) 382-6120
ext. 1130 or by email at
awarren@christiansburg.
org.

Run: Saturday, February
6th and Saturday, February
13th

RADFORD Yerzlour!

The best place to find it, sell it,

E—
Sell 1T FoT
IN THE

(CLASSIFIEDS

To place
your ad,
call

\  389-9355

To place your ad, call 389-9355

- Where the Deals Are!

buy it, and announce it.

HOMES
FOR SALE

AUTOMOBILES

FOR SALE

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT
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MONTGOMERY SPORTS

PULASKI

Pulaski unveils haseball

name: the River Turtles

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Appalachian  League
baseball teams started
unveiling their new nick-
names this week, and
Pulaski’s team will be
known as the River Tur-
tles.

When Major League
Baseball announced this
past fall it would be pull-
ing team affiliations from
the historic Appalachian
League that included
Pulaski, fans were left
to wonder what name
would be associated
with a new “wood play”
league.

The change meant
small towns like Pulaski,
Bluefield, Kingsport and
Bristol would still have
some semblance of minor
league baseball with ris-
ing college freshmen and
sophomores  spending
summer in the area. But
it also meant that nick-
names associated with
major-league teams like
the Yankees, Mets, Blue
Jays and Twins would
no longer be a part of
the minor league teams’
names.

Pulaski General Man-
ager J.W. Martin said
when it came to consid-
ering the new nickname,
the franchise weighed
feedback from the lo-
cal baseball community,
Calfee Park’s history and
other teams’ locations in
the New River Valley.

“After thoughtful con-
sideration, we wanted
a brand that represents
what our ballpark is real-
ly all about,” Martin said.
“We have a welcoming,
fun, family environment
that puts smiles on faces.
We think this brand cap-
tures that.”

Pulaski’s new brand
identity is part of the evo-
lution of the restructured
Appalachian League. In
September, the league an-
nounced it would transi-
tion to an elite, wood-bat
summer league for the
top 300 college players
in America. Structurally,
the Appalachian League
will serve as an entity of
Major League Baseball
and USA Baseball’s Pros-
pect Development Pipe-
line for the 2021 season
and beyond.

Bristol will be the
“Stateliners,” a play on
the fact the city lies on
the boundary of two
states: Virginia and Ten-
nessee. Burlington will
be known as the “Sock
Puppets” to tie in with
the town’s rich history
in making textiles and
socks.

The Johnson City
team will be the “Dough-
boys.” Zac Clark, the

team’s general manager,

said the inspiration for
the name came from a
statue in Memorial Park,
which is just behind TVA
Credit Union Ballpark.
The statue is called “The
Spirit of the American
Doughboy” and was ded-
icated in 1935. Dough-
boy was a nickname giv-
en United States infantry
men during World War
I. The Doughboys play-
ers will stay in the dorms
at East Tennessee State
University during the
summer.

Elizabethton baseball
unveiled its new iden-
tity as the River Rid-
ers, reflecting the high
level of recreation in the
area. Other Appy League
teams are expected to
make announcements by
next week.

“Our focus (in Pulaski)
is to continue to build on
the solid foundation of
success this organization
has enjoyed since 2015,”
said Martin. “Our fans
and corporate partners
are an integral part of
that success, and we hope
everyone will join us in
making the first season
of River Turtles baseball
a memorable one.”

The Appalachian
League will become a part
of the Prospect Develop-
ment Pipeline (PDP),
the effort between MLB
and USA Baseball that
establishes a player de-
velopment pathway for
amateur baseball play-
ers in the United States
and will be part of the
identification and devel-
opment process for the
USA Baseball Collegiate
National Team and other
future national teams.

Appalachian  League
players will be looked
at by scouts from major
league clubs. They will
get instruction from for-
mer major league play-
ers and educational pro-
gramming designed to
prepare them for careers
as professional athletes.

Dan Moushon, the
President of the Appala-
chian League, said, “The
communities of the Ap-
palachian League have
supported baseball since
our founding in 1911.
We are grateful to Major
League Baseball and USA
Baseball for bringing this
exciting opportunity to
our fans and look for-
ward to welcoming play-
ers, coaches, major league
scouts and fans into our
cities next summer.”

Plans include a 54-
game regular season and
an annual All-Star Game.
Major League Baseball
and USA Baseball will
provide support for the
league’s  staffing, player
participation and admin-
istrative functions.

Auburn picks up close win over Christiansburg

Christianshurg’s Matt Simmons drives to the hoop for
a layup in the Blue Demons’ 58-55 loss to Auburn.
Simmons finished with 10 points. Tyrique Taylor led the

Blue Demons with 12 points.

Michael Royal’s free throws late in the fourth quarter
gave Auburn the slim victory. Royal scored eight
points in the win. Daniel Brotherton led Auburn with
15 points as 11 players contributed in the contest for

the defending Class 1 state champions.

NHRA 2020 world champion, Riner’s
Matt Hagan won’t relax in 2021

Sandvik Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat to the 2020 National g giayt.
Hot Rod Association (NHRA) world championship.

After winning the National Hot
Rod Association (NHRA) Camping
World Drag Racing Series Funny Car
world championship and being part of
a dominant season with Don Schum-
acher Racing, Riner’s Matt Hagan isnt
planning on relaxing.

Instead, the three-time world
champ is eager to try and keep that
momentum going in 2021 when the
NHRA Camping World Drag Rac-
ing Series season begins March 11-14
with the Amalie Motor Oil NHRA
Gatornationals in Gainesville.

“I'm very driven and goal-oriented
and so is this entire team, and we want
to see DSR, Mopar, Pennzoil, all of
them stay on top,” Hagan said. “There
will be a lot of teams to watch out for,
but I don't see us missing a lick when
we come out there.”

2020 was truly a year to remem-
ber for Hagan, who drove his Mopar/
Pennzoil/Sandvik  Dodge  Charger
SRT Hellcat to three victories and
five final-round appearances en route
to the championship. He was also an

integral part of DSR’s sweeping the
entire 11-race season in Funny Car, a
streak that now stands at 14 straight
victories for the organization.

Hagan doesnt take that streak
lightly, even as DSR will field only two
cars in the class this season. Hagan and
former champ Ron Capps will face the
challenge of keeping the organization’s
run of dominance going, but Hagan
doesnt mind the added pressure, espe-
cially with star crew chief Dickie Ven-
ables in his corner.

“It doesnt change anything in
my dynamic,” said Hagan, who has
36 career victories. “I love teaming
with Capps. When I first got started
in Funny Car, he took me under his
wing and showed me the ropes. As far
as our team, Dickie is incredible, and I
don't think we'll miss a lick.”

That camaraderie and chemis-
try have driven Hagan to elite terri-
tory. With another championship, he
would move into a tie for second place
in Funny Car history, joining legends
Kenny Bernstein and Don Prudhom-

Three-time world champ Mat Hagan is ready for the
2021 National Hot Rod Association (NHRA) season

RS

me with four titles.

Much will have to go right in 2021
for Hagan to reach that level, but his
team continues to operate at a high
level. Despite nearly five months of
downtime with no racing last year due
to the COVID-19 pandemic, Hagan
and his team returned in outstanding
fashion, winning the first two races in
Indy when the NHRA returned last
July.

That success has left Hagan confi-
dent about what the team can accom-
plish this year.

“We all had to adapt, but we were
all excited to get back out there,”
Hagan said. “We were prepared be-
cause our core group of people made
sure we were prepared, and its your
core people who keep you moving
forward.

“When I crawl in that car, I'm
confident everything is done right,”
Hagan said. “I'm just blessed to be
around those types of people.”

—Josh Hachat, NHRA

Blackshurg High

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Blacksburg High School dominat-
ed Wednesday’s Region 4D champi-
onships at the Christiansburg Aquatic
Center with wins over Salem, Pulaski,
E.C. Glass and Amherst County.

The Blacksburg boys won with
213 points. Salem finished second
with 144 points, E.C. Glass totaled
70 points to finish third, and Amherst
County wound up fourth with 32
points.

On the gitls' side of the pool,
Blacksburg rolled to a 274-78 win
over second-place Salem. E.C. Glass
was third with 77 points, Amherst
fourth with 35, and Pulaski finished
with 18 points.

In the Region 3D competition,
host Christiansburg finished fourth
in the girls competition and eighth on

the boys’ side.

sweeps Region 4D swimming titles

For the Blacksburg boys, Nick
Fillo won the boys 200-yard individ-
ual medley and 100-yard breaststroke,
and Lewis Rockwell placed first in the
50-yard freestyle and the 100-yard
butterfly. Sam Reilly won the boys’
500-yard freestyle.

Blacksburg’s boys claimed the top
four spots to sweep the diving compe-
tition with Eli Babcock taking the top
spot. The Bruins also won four of five
relay events.

Julie Anderson led Blacksburg with
first-place wins in the girls’ 200-yard
freestyle and the 100-yard butterfly.
Anderson also jump-started the girls
400-yard relay, teaming with Made-
line Combs, Andrea Leng and Emma
Davis for the win. Anderson also
teamed with Lexi Nussbaum, Norah
Gulliot and Leng to win the girls’ 200-
yard medley.

Meghan Anderson claimed the
gifls  200-yard individual medley

while Leng finished first in the girls
50-yard freestyle and the 100-yard
backstroke. Emma Davis led a con-
tingent of Blacksburg swimmers to
the win in the girls’ 100-yard freestyle.
14-year-old Madeline Combs took
the top spot in the girls’ 500-yard free-
style. Grace Fillo won the 100-yard
breaststroke, and Ella Semtner was
first in the girls’ 1-meter dive.

Fatlier in the 3D competition,
Christdansburg claimed the top three
spots in the 1-Meter Dive. Natalie
Jones was first, followed by Teaghan
Wilson and Karlie Hall.

Hidden Valley took the girls’ cham-
pionship ahead of Cave Spring and
Lord Botetourt. Christiansburg tallied
73 points for its fourth-place finish.

William Byrd claimed the boys
regional title with 126 points. Cave
Spring was second with 109 points.
Christiansburg ~ finished with 19
points.

Send community news and photos

to communitynews@ourvalley.org
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this is home.
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shop now -

BLACKSBURG:
1540 S MAIN STREET

Monday-Saturday: 10:00am - 7:00pm
Sunday: 12:00pm - 5:00pm

Roanoke | Lynchburg | Harrisonburg | Staunton
Waynesboro | Bluefield | Blacksburg | Wytheville

Previous purchases excluded. Discounts applied to regular MSRP price. Cannot be combined with any
other offer. Offers are nontransferable and do not apply to sales tax, shipping, mattresses, homestore
specials, clearance, manager specials, floor model, Protection Plus plans, warranty and service charges.
See store for details. Finance is subject to credit approval. See store for details on all financing offers.
Valid through 2/22/21.





