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Radford University’s seventh 
president, Brian O. Hemphill, will 
become ODU’s ninth president later 
this year.

Radford University President Brian 
Hemphill named president of Old Dominion

Friday afternoon, Radford Uni-
versity acknowledged that the 
university’s president, Brian O. 
Hemphill, has been selected to 
serve as the ninth president of Old 
Dominion University.

ODU was established in 1930 
as the Norfolk Division of the 
College of William & Mary and is 
now one of the largest universities 
in Virginia with an enrollment of 
more than 24,000 students.

Dr. Carolyn Ringer Lepre, the 
university’s current provost and 

Blacksburg, Radford, 
Christiansburg rank among 
Virginia’s 20 safest cities

According to a review 
by the National Council 
for Home Safety and Se-
curity and reported in the 
Jan. 27, 2021, edition of 
the Onward NRV news-
letter, Blacksburg, Rad-
ford and Christiansburg 
are some of the safest plac-
es in the commonwealth.

To compile the rank-
ings, Alarms.org reviewed 
the most recent FBI Uni-
form Crime Report Statis-
tics for Virginia cities with 
populations over 10,000. 
Blacksburg fi nished at 
number fi ve on the list, 
Radford wound up num-
ber 11, and Christiansburg 
was ranked as the 20th saf-
est place in the state. Ac-
cording to Alarms.org, the 
Blacksburg-Christians-
burg-Radford metropoli-
tan statistical area, better 
known as the New River 
Valley, is “one of the fastest 
growing metropolitan sta-
tistical areas in the coun-
try with low crime being 
one of the main draws 

for many moving into the 
area.”

According to the sur-
vey, Purcellville, a small 
town of just over 10,000 
in Loudoun County, is 
the safest community in 
Virginia. Th e town re-
ported just 59 total crimes 
for a total crime rate of 
5.85 per 1,000 popula-
tion. Th e survey reported 
Blacksburg’s crime rate to 
be 8.09 crimes per 1,000, 
Radford’s crime rate to be 
16.24 per thousand, and 
Christiansburg’s crime rate 
to be 25.62 per 1,000.

Onward NRV is a pub-
lic/private, regional eco-
nomic development orga-
nization whose mission is 
to attract and retain world 
class jobs, investment, and 
talent in Virginia’s New 
River Valley. It’s also a 
movement where leaders 
from business, govern-
ment, and higher educa-
tion work together to pro-
mote the economic vitality 
of the region.

Angela Hill named county’s 
CFO, assistant administrator; 
Carol Edmonds retires 
as deputy administrator

Montgomery County 
announced Monday that 
L. Carol Edmonds retired 
as deputy county admin-
istrator on Dec. 31, 2020, 
and Angela M. Hill has 
been promoted to the 
dual positions of assistant 
county administrator and 
chief fi nancial offi  cer.

After working in the 
public sector for 42 years, 
Edmonds began working 
for Montgomery County 
in 1994 as the director 
of fi nancial and manage-
ment services. She served 
as interim county ad-
ministrator in 2009 and 
was promoted to deputy 
county administrator in 
2012

“Carol’s strong work 
ethic, dedication and 
strategic thinking will 
be greatly missed,” said 
County Administrator 

Craig Meadows. “How-
ever, she has worked ex-
tremely hard as a public 
servant for over four de-
cades and leaves a last-
ing legacy for both the 
employees and citizens of 
Montgomery County. We 
all congratulate Carol on 
her retirement, and wish 
her all the best.”

Angela M. Hill, who 
most recently served the 
county as director of fi -
nance and chief fi nancial 
offi  cer, has been pro-
moted to assistant county 
administrator/chief fi nan-
cial offi  cer. Hill joined 
Montgomery County in 
October 1997 as director 
of fi nancial and manage-
ment services. Prior to 
joining the county, she 
worked as an auditor at 
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MAC ‘HomeStage’ series: Grammy-nominated 
Danish String Quartet brings love and 
reverence to classical compositions

Even treasured canon reper-
toire sounds new when played by 
the Grammy-nominated Danish 
String Quartet. Th e Moss Arts 
Center presents the world pre-
miere of a newly recorded per-
formance by the ensemble from 
a rustic church in Copenhagen, 
on Sunday, Feb. 21, at 2 p.m. Th e 
virtual event includes a live post-
performance question-and-answer 
session with quartet members.

A musical journey through pro-
found beauty, darkness, and tri-
umph, the concert features a Bach 
fugue and chorale prelude, the lyri-
cal Webern String Quartet (1905), 
and the ensemble’s own Nordic 
folk music. Ticket holders have 
access to this “HomeStage” series 
performance as it happens and for 
seven days following the event.

Danish String Quartet mem-
bers Frederik Øland (violin), 
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Cadets, from left, Elsie Boateng, a sophomore in Air Force ROTC majoring in 
biochemistry; Hannah Browne, a junior in the corps’ Citizen-Leader Track majoring 
in applied economic management; and Caylor Scales, a senior in the Citizen-Leader 
Track majoring in national security and foreign affairs, recruit new members to the 
cadet corps’ Black Cadet Organization.

VT Black Cadet Organization provides community for all cadets
Friendship. Mentor-

ship. Advocacy. Th ese are 
just a few of the goals of 
the Black Cadet Organi-
zation, a student group 
within the Virginia Tech 
Corps of Cadets.

Th e organization 
started in spring 2019 as 
a way to bring Black ca-
dets together. Today, the 
Black Cadet Organization 
(BCO) has grown into a 

group that off ers support 
for any cadet who feels in 
the minority.

“With the rising num-
ber of Black cadets and 
conversations I would fre-
quently have with some 
other cadets, I realized that 
there was a safe space and 
umbrella organization lack-
ing to provide the sense of 
community and together-
ness which many of us were 

used to prior” to joining 
the Corps of Cadets, said 
U.S. Army 1st Lt. Elea-
nore Akwe, who graduated 
in 2019 with a degree in 
political science from the 
College of Liberal Arts and 
Human Sciences.

About 27 percent of 
the corps' 1,182 cadets 
are racially diverse, includ-
ing the three percent who 
identify as Black.

Th at fi rst year, Akwe 
and co-founder cadet 
Amoy Jones, now a senior 
in Army ROTC majoring 
in property management 
in the College of Liberal 
Arts and Human Scienc-
es, found support for the 
Black Cadet Organization 
throughout the corps from 
the commandant’s staff  to 
non-Black cadets wanting 
to join.

Today, membership 
stands at about 80 cadets, 
said Jones, who will be-
come a transportation of-
fi cer when she is commis-
sioned into the Army.

Cadet Tymon Wansel, a 
junior in Air Force ROTC 
majoring in industrial sys-
tems engineering in the 
College of Engineering, 
signed up as a freshman 
and said he hasn’t missed 
a meeting since.

“It was culture shock 
freshman year, adjusting 
to engineering, the corps, 
discipline. Th e Black Ca-
det Organization gave me 
all these friends, exactly 
the support I needed,” said 
Wansel, whose goal is to 
become a cyber offi  cer in 
the U.S. Space Force.

In the last four years, 
cadets have noticed the 
corps growing more di-

verse in its enrollment. 
“You can see diversity ef-
forts moving to the fore-
front of people’s minds,” 
said Cadet Angela Clay, a 
senior in Air Force ROTC 
majoring in meteorology 
in the College of Natural 
Resources and Environ-
ment.

Currently the regimen-
tal executive offi  cer, the 
second-highest ranking 
cadet, she expects to start 
her Air Force career as a 
weather offi  cer.

Th rough the Black Ca-
det Organization, “It’s 
been amazing to see peo-
ple coming together to 
celebrate Black culture,” 
she said.

Coronavirus and the 
resulting limits on gath-
erings brought new chal-
lenges for organizations 
and slowed the Black 
Cadet Organization’s mo-
mentum during the fall 
semester, Clay said. But 
cadets have adjusted to the 
safety protocols and ex-
panded their ideas of what 
a gathering can look like.

Th e organization has a 
slate of activities for Black 
History Month, including 
an Embracing Black Sto-
ries movie night and kick-
ing off  an alumnus speaker 

series.
Clay sees the organiza-

tion growing into a re-
source for all cadets, “a 
place to talk, learn diff er-
ent skills, and become a 
well-rounded human be-
ing.”

A more formal organi-
zational structure and a fo-
cus on mentoring young-
er cadets is key to that 
goal, said Cadet Amanda 
Wyche, a junior majoring 
in geology in the College 
of Science, who plans to 
become a chaplain in the 
Army after graduation.

“It’s not just about the 
BCO having a cookout. 
It’s about how are we go-
ing to have a positive im-
pact on the community,” 
Wyche said. “How are we 
going to stand out?”

Wyche was inspired 
by Jones’ confi dence and 
Akwe’s kindness (she had 
the nickname “mom”) and 
wants other cadets to have 
similar role models.

“After I graduate, I 
hope the BCO continues 
to provide a community 
for all cadets,” Jones said. 
“And I hope they will 
be more involved in the 
recruiting process to in-
crease the diversity” of the 
corps.

vice president for academic af-
fairs, was named as the interim 
president eff ective July 1, 2021. 
She will remain in the interim role 
until the conclusion of a national 
search, which is anticipated to be-
gin in the fall.

Dr. Hemphill has served as 
Radford’s seventh president since 
2016.

President Hemphill sent a per-
sonal message to the Radford 
family in which he said, “As a 
dedicated and proud Highlander, 
I pledge my continued commit-
ment and diligent work over the 
next fi ve months to ensure the 
forward momentum and sustained 
success of Radford University. My 
wife, Marisela, and I look forward 
to continuing to engage with each 
and every one of you as we prepare 
to bid a fond farewell to this car-
ing community of educators and 
learners and the broader region 
of change makers and thought 
leaders. Please accept our sincere 
appreciation and everlasting grati-
tude for the honor and privilege of 
serving as your president and fi rst 
lady.”

Board of Visitors Rector Robert 
A. Archer also posted a personal 
statement thanking the president 
for his leadership and service. Ar-

cher said, “President Hemphill 
and his family have been very ac-
tive on campus and in the com-
munity. As Highlanders, they have 
served with pride and distinction. 
President Hemphill’s tenure has 
ushered in a new level of achieve-
ment and enthusiasm for the Rad-
ford family. He has certainly creat-
ed a strong foundation for limitless 
opportunities well into the future.

“I am confi dent that he will be 
equally successful in leading Old 
Dominion University and serv-
ing the Hampton Roads region,” 
Archer wrote. “On behalf of the 
board, we express our deep appre-
ciation for a job well done at Rad-
ford and best wishes at ODU.”

Upon learning of President 
Hemphill’s impending transi-
tion, Nancy E. Artis '73 and H. 
Pat Artis, Ph.D., who are dedicat-
ed Highlanders, generous bene-
factors, and proud namesakes 
of the Artis College of Science 
and Technology, said, “Brian O. 
Hemphill is both a visionary and 
consensus builder. He can see the 
future and make it happen. In 
his time at Radford University, 
he did just that.”

In a statement lauding President 

See Hemphill, page 2

See Hill, page 3See HomeStage, page 3
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Big tech fi rm
 4. Picked
10. Type of whale
11. A woman of refi nement
12. New England state
14. Common gibbon
15. Tall coniferous tree
16. State capital
18. Making a liquid muddy
22. Vinegary
23. Peninsula
24. Thee
26. Atomic #55
27. Used in units of mea-
surement
28. Welsh female name
30. Arab ruler title
31. One’s mother
34. Trap
36. Soviet Socialist 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Republic
37. Assn. of oil-producing 
countries
39. Holy fi re
40. Emit coherent radiation
41. Atomic #81
42. Orthodox Jewish 
college
48. Herbs
50. Ran after
51. Begin again
52. Named
53. Barbary sheep
54. Unwell
55. Postscript
56. Drivers
58. One point east (clock-
wise) of due north
59. Prim
60. A facility equipped for 
sports or physical training

CLUES DOWN
 1. Small islands
 2. Skullcap
 3. Unexplained events
 4. One hundredth of a 
meter
 5. Beloved baseball an-
nouncer
 6. Repulsive
 7. Northern European 
languages
 8. Match or surpass
 9. Northeast
12. Chew the fat
13. Innovative industry
17. Land to put down to 
grass
19. Products
20. Nostril
21. Surprise Icelandic 
politician

25. Conclusive acts
29. Inform on
31. Grinding tooth
32. Keep up
33. Tablelands
35. Raising
38. Mythical creature
41. Hums
43. Mountain in Antarctica
44. Neighborhood in 
Manhattan
45. Distinctive practice
46. Vice president
47. Contributes to
49. Small bones
56. Oil company
57. Empire State

UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday, Feb. 17:

City of Radford Planning 
Commission Meeting - At 
5:30 p.m. at 10 Robertson 
St. Th e agenda includes: 1. 
Special Use Permit (SUP) 
for 1129 East Main St. Ellet 
Valley Investments has sub-
mitted an application for a 
SUP. Th e request is to allow 
residential use on the second 
fl oor of the existing build-
ing within the B-3 Business 
District. 2. Zoning Ordi-
nance Update- Urban Ag-
riculture Ordinance, Mixed 
Use Zoning, Wireless Com-
munications Requirements 
within the Business District.

Art Club: Virtual Meet-
ing - From 2-3 p.m. at the 
Christiansburg Library. 
Paint a dazzling nature scene 
in the style of Charles Burch-
fi eld, American watercolor 
artist and designer. Stop by 
the library for a curated craft 
kit and catch a video tutorial 
on the Christiansburg Face-
book Page. 

 
Th ursday, Feb. 18:

Discord Comic Book Club 
- Join the Radford Public 
Library for an all-ages voice 
chat discussion of Comic 
Books via Discord. To be dis-
cussed and read this month 
is Jason Latour's "Spider-
Gwen Vol. 1: Greater Pow-
er." Check it out on Hoopla 
via Spider-Gwen https://
www.hoopladigital.com/
title/12020853. Send the li-
brary a Facebook message or 
email duncan.hall@radford-
va.gov to sign up. Th e staff  

will send an invitation to the 
RPL Discord server.

Talking About Books: 
Nonfi ction Virtual Meet-
ing - 11 a.m. - noon at the 
Christiansburg Library. 
Th is month discussing “Th e 
Body: a guide for occupants” 
by Bill Bryson, virtually.

 
Knitting 102: virtual - 5 

- 6 p.m. at the Blacksburg 
Library. Knitting 102 will 
pick up with ... picking 
up.  Learn how to retrieve 
dropped stitches, increase 
and decrease your work, and 
cast off  your fi nished proj-
ect. Th e workshop will take 
place over go-to-meeting. 
Call the Blacksburg Library 
at 540-552-8246 for more 
information and a work-
shop link.

Friday, Feb. 19:

American Red Cross Blood 
Drive - From 10 a.m. until 
3 p.m. at the Blacksburg Li-
brary. Sign up at www.red-
crossblood.org.

Saturday, Feb. 20:

American Red Cross Baby-
sitter's Training - Ages 11-15 
from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. at 
the Blacksburg Community 
Center, 725 Patrick Henry 
Dr. Th e fee is $65 for resi-
dents and $75 for non-resi-
dents. Participants will learn 
to take care of children and 
infants. Included is how to 
be a good leader and role 
model, making good deci-
sions, solving problems, 
and keeping children safe. 

Participants should bring a 
snack and lunch. Th e train-
ing includes American Red 
Cross certifi cations for baby-
sitting and for pediatric care.

Teens Cook - 1 p.m. at the 
Montgomery Floyd Region-
al Library online. Learn to 
make lemon curd by watch-
ing the librarians cook. 
Contact shodges@mfrl.org 
for more information.

 
Family Game Night - 

5:30 p.m. at the Montgom-
ery Floyd Regional Library 
online. Join other kids and 
families for a live, interac-
tive game night online. 
To be played are jackbox 
party night games on a fam-
ily friendly setting. Email 
shodges@mfrl.org for more 
information.

Monday, Feb. 22:

Talking About Books: Fic-
tion Virtual - 11 a.m. - noon 
at the Blacksburg Library. 
Join for a discussion of “Th e 
Altruists” by Andrew Rid-
ker. Call ahead to reserve a 
copy and get the link for vir-
tual participation.

 
Library Space Camp Kids 

- 3 p.m. at the Christians-
burg Library. Pick up special 
Library Space Camp kits 
starting February 22 and 
make pipe cleaner constel-
lations and moon rocks and 
learn about our solar system.

Tuesday, Feb. 23:

Virtual Cooking With 
Your Instant Pot - 5:30 p.m. 

at the Meadowbrook Pub-
lic Library. Did you receive 
an Instant Pot for a pres-
ent? Join Angie Helm for a 
virtual “Instant Pot” session 
and learn how to use your 
instant pot to create a quick 
meal.

 
Science Fiction and Fan-

tasy Book Club: virtual 
- 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. at the 
Blacksburg Library. Join for 
a discussion of “Th e Poppy 
War” by R.F. Kuang. Call 
ahead to get a copy of this 
month's book and to get 
the link. Th e discussion will 
be held virtually.

Wednesday, Feb. 24:

Introduction to Cross 
Stitch: Virtual - 2 - 3 p.m. 
at the Blacksburg Library. 
Have you ever wanted to 
learn how to cross stitch, 
but weren't sure where to 
start? Th is class is perfect 
for you. Th is class will go 
over what is needed to 
cross stitch, how to create 
the basic stitches, and how 
to follow patterns to create 
beautiful designs. Partici-
pants will even learn some 
history along the way. To 
make plans to attend this 
virtual meeting, email Sally 
at sstauff er@mfrl.org.

Friday, Feb. 26:

Teen Creative: Jew-
elry Making - 1 p.m. at the 
MFRL Library Online. Th is 
month’s Teen Creative video 
will cover jewelry making. 
Check out the video, for 
tips, tricks, and more.

Saturday, Feb. 27: 

Outdoor Book Sale - 10 
a.m. - 4 p.m. at the Blacks-
burg Library weather per-
mitting. $5 per bag or $1 
for hardbacks and $.50 for 
paperbacks. Gift books are 
available for $2 each. Call 
the library for more details 
and to confi rm the sale will 
take place.

Sunday, Feb. 28:

Blacksburg Disc Golf 
Fundraiser - Th is is a 
two-division trophy-only 
event. Th e course has 
been modifi ed into a tem-
porary 16-hole tourna-
ment layout. Registration 
is $30 and will include a 
two-disc player pack. Th e 
money raised will be used 
to reimburse the cost of 
the installation of the new 
tee pads at Blacksburg 
Municipal Park.

Th is is a tee-time event. 
Final tee times will be posted 
on the event page after regis-
tration closes on the evening 
of Friday, Feb. 26. Arrive at 
least 15 minutes before your 
designated tee time to check 
in. To register, visit www.
discgolfscene.com/tourna-
ments/Blacksburg_Munici-
pal_Disc_Golf_Fundrais-
er_2021.

Tuesday, Mar. 16:

Radford Reads with Moni-
ca Rodden - Join the Radford 
Public Library at 6:30 p.m. 
for a Zoom conversation 
with Monica Rodden, au-
thor of “Monsters Among 

Us.” Email Elizabeth at eliza-
beth.sensabaugh@radfordva.
gov for details about attend-
ing. Th e library has a limited 
number of free copies of this 
book to give away, so please 
let them know if you'd like a 
copy (while supplies last).

Ongoing:

StoryWalk - All the 
month of February at the 
Christiansburg Library.

Exercise your brain and 
body as you read and walk 
the trail. Begin at the li-
brary's College Street en-
trance of Downtown Park. 
Th is month's book is “Th e 
Big Red Barn.”

Th rough Friday, Mar. 5:

Glencoe Mansion “2020 
in Review” Art Show - Th e 
show features the works of 
artists Cheryl Mackian, the 
Radford Photo Club, and 
Teresa Regil, whose works 
all appeared in the Gallery 
during 2020. Th e event is 
free and is open to the pub-
lic. 

Th rough Saturday, 
April 24:

'Unbearable Beauty' Ex-
hibit at Moss Arts Center - 
Open each Wednesday from 
10 a.m. until 5 p.m. and on 
Saturdays from 10 a.m. un-
til 4 p.m. through Saturday, 
April 24. Th e exhibit is a 
demonstration of the dev-
astation human activity has 
wreaked on the environ-
ment. Th e exhibit is free and 
open to the public.

PETS-OF-THE-WEEK
At this time, visits to the Montgomery County Animal Care and Adoption Center 

are limited to one party at a time in the lobby area. Animal areas are not open to the 
public. To schedule an appointment to meet a prospective pet call (540) 382-5795 or 
email animalcenter@montgomerycountyva.gov.

Meet Jason. He would be a great addition 
to a home that already has a cat or might 
be interested in also adopting one of his 
buddies from the Animal Care and Adoption 
Center. He is curious and sweet and 
sometimes a little shy. Jason is very even-
tempered, letting few things bother him.

Nelson is a hound dog that isn’t overly 
hound-like. He would prefer to sniff out a 
comfy couch and hang out there with his 
favorite humans rather than find scents 
outdoors. He loves people and other dogs. 
A good nuzzle for Nelson could lead to a 
best friendship for a lifetime. Nelson’s 
adoption is sponsored by Montgomery 
County Friends of Animal Care and Control.

Hemphill for his accomplish-
ments during his time as RU's 
head, the university said, “Dur-
ing President Hemphill’s ten-
ure, his leadership and vision 
were instrumental in a number 
of critical eff orts and important 
initiatives, which generated ex-
panded opportunities for cur-
rent and future Highlanders.

“Early in his presidency, the 
university launched IMPACT, 
a competency-based education, 
or CBE, program targeting the 
adult student population with a 
focus on cybersecurity, geospa-
tial intelligence, and special ed-
ucation. IMPACT, a fi rst of its 
kind program in the Common-
wealth of Virginia, resulted in 
a $13.8 million grant from 
the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation, representing the larg-
est grant in the history of the 
University, for CBE delivery to 
5,000 teachers in Appalachia 
over a three-year period.

Th e statement released by 
Radford University said, “Rad-
ford University also expanded 
its programmatic and geo-
graphic footprint through the 
merger of Jeff erson College 
of Health Sciences into Rad-
ford University with associate, 
bachelors, masters, and doc-
toral health sciences programs, 
thereby establishing Radford 
University Carilion, or RUC. 
President Hemphill’s collabo-
ration with Carilion Clinic 
and his leadership of the cam-
pus community were pivotal 
in making the merger a real-
ity. During the president’s ten-
ure, the university also secured 
$17.3 million through the Tech 
Talent Investment Program to 
produce additional graduates in 
response to Amazon HQ2 and 
the growing technology needs 
across the Commonwealth of 
Virginia.

Th e University’s statement 

continued, “President Hemp-
hill’s vision for Radford Uni-
versity came to life through a 
comprehensive planning pro-
cess, resulting in the adoption 
and implementation of a fi ve-
year strategic plan, Embracing 
the Tradition and Envisioning 
the Future, as well as a 10-year 
campus master plan.

“Th roughout his presidency, 
he has led with a student-cen-
tered philosophy, which is evi-
dent when examining the $34 
million recent renovation of 
Reed and Curie Halls, as well as 
$101 million in secured fund-
ing for the Center for Adap-
tive Innovation and Creativity, 
representing the largest capital 
project and academic building 
in the university’s history.

“President Hemphill also 
led the eff ort to re-envision 
the fi rst-year experience and 
retention model by establish-
ing the Academic Success Cen-

ter through the co-location of 
Academic Advising; New Stu-
dent and Family Programs; and 
Student Success in a dedicated 
and newly-renovated space, as 
well as establishing and fund-
ing student support through 
the Highlander Distinction 
Program.”

Said the statement, “Presi-
dent Hemphill worked diligent-
ly to create new partnerships 
with Northern Virginia Com-
munity College to implement a 
guaranteed transfer agreement 
and New River Community 
College to create the Bridge 
Program, as well as accelerated 
graduate program opportuni-
ties through George Mason 
University’s Scalia Law School, 
Appalachian College of Phar-
macy, and Emory & Henry 
College. Another partnership 
of signifi cance is with the Rad-
ford University Foundation to 
bring a world-class hotel to the 

City of Radford in close prox-
imity to the main campus.”

Th e RU statement conclud-
ed by saying, “Under President 
Hemphill’s leadership, Radford 
University drastically increased 
fundraising, including historic 
gifts of $8 million to name the 
Davis College of Business and 
Economics, representing the 
largest gift by an individual in 
the history of the university, 
and $5 million to name the Ar-
tis College of Science and Tech-
nology, representing the largest 
gift by an alumna in the history 
of the university.

“Both gifts provided signifi -
cant scholarship support for 
students and were contributing 
factors in raising the Founda-
tion’s total endowment and all 
investments from $54.6 mil-
lion in 2016 to $77.7 million 
in 2021, representing an in-
crease of 42.3 percent over a 
fi ve-year period.”

Hemphill from page 1
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ENTERTAINMENT 
AT ANY AGE

NRV Superbowl
575 Arbor Drive,
Christiansburg

www.nrvsuperbowl.biz

For opening hours and information, 
go to www.xtremespringz.com

200 Midway Plaza Drive, 
Christiansburg

Hill from page 1

HomeStage from page 1

Brown Edwards & Company, LLP., a re-
gional certifi ed public accounting fi rm, 
where she specialized in governmental 
audits.

“Angie will lead the departments for-
merly managed by Carol prior to her re-
tirement,” said Meadows. “Angie brings 
more than two decades of experience in 
Montgomery County to her new role. 

I am confi dent she will continue her 
excellent work for the county and will 
continue Carol’s legacy of fi scal manage-
ment and planning.”

Lisa Rayne, assistant director of fi -
nance, will serve as interim fi nancial ser-
vices director while the county conducts 
a national recruitment for a new director 
of fi nance.

Rune Tonsgaard Sørensen 
(violin), Asbjørn Nør-
gaard (viola), and Fredrik 
Schøyen Sjölin (cello) 
bring a rare musical spon-
taneity to the stage. Ex-
uding a palpable joy and 
warmth in its music-mak-
ing that have made the 
it in demand on concert 
stages around the world, 
the quartet is known for 
impeccable musician-
ship, sophisticated art-
istry, exquisite clarity of 
ensemble, and, above all, 
an expressive, inextricable 
bond to the music.

Since its debut in 
2002, the quartet has 

demonstrated a special 
affi  nity for Scandinavian 
composers, from Carl 
Nielsen to Hans Abra-
hamsen, alongside the 
music of Mozart and 
Beethoven. Th e ensem-
ble's musical interests 
also encompass Nordic 
folk music, which is the 
focus of its 2014 album 
“Wood Works.” “Last 
Leaf,” a follow-up album 
of traditional Scandina-
vian folk music, was one 
of the top classical al-
bums of 2017 as chosen 
by National Public Radio 
(NPR), Spotify, and the 
New York Times.

Tickets are $10 for 
the general public and 
free for Virginia Tech 
students. Tickets can be 
purchased online; at the 
Moss Arts Center's box 
offi  ce from10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Wednesday through 
Friday, and from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Saturday; or 
by calling 540-231-5300 
during box offi  ce hours.

Also available is the 
Spring Fan(fare) Pass, 
which provides access to 
all “HomeStage” events 
through May 31, 2021, 
guaranteeing a minimum 
of eight performances. 
While providing added 

support for the center, 
Spring Fan(fare) pass 
holders also get exclu-
sive information through 
regular Fan(fare) Insider 
emails and are the fi rst to 
know about new events 
added to the schedule.

Historic Montgomery

Doug Lester’s photographs of the February-March 1960 snow appeared in 
national and international media. Here a Veteran Cab of Blacksburg gets a push 
by one of the many bulldozers contracted to clear the roads. (This image from 
the D. D. Lester Collection and many more are available from the Montgomery 
Museum of Art & History.)

Millstone Kitchen receives 
Community Development Block Grant

On behalf of the Millstone Kitchen Food 
Program, Montgomery County is among six 
localities to receive Community Develop-
ment Block Grants recently.

Virginia Governor Ralph Northam made 
the announcement of the grants, totaling 
more than $38 million.

Th e funding will support projects that re-
habilitate housing, improve water and sewer 
infrastructure, and facilitate COVID-19 
recovery and response eff orts, benefi tting 
more than 1,400 low- to moderate-income 
Virginians throughout the six communities.

 “Supporting housing, infrastructure, and 
other immediate needs of our rural commu-
nities is more important now than it has ever 
been,” said the governor. “Th is funding sup-
ports projects that will enable these six locali-
ties to continue delivering essential services 
to Virginians during the pandemic and help 
build a stronger future for our Common-
wealth.”

Millstone Kitchen’s portion of the grants 
totaled $135,433.

Th e federally funded CDBG program 
has been administered by the Virginia De-
partment of Housing and Community 
Development since 1982 and annually re-
ceives approximately $18.5 million to dis-

tribute to small cities, counties, and towns. 
Most CDBG grants are awarded through a 
competitive process with a goal of benefi t-
ing low- and moderate-income households, 
improving housing and infrastructure, and 
addressing an urgent community need. In 
2020, the CDBG program distributed more 
than $31.1 million across Virginia.

Montgomery County will receive fund-
ing to continue operations of the Mill-
stone Kitchen Food Program through 
June 2021. Th e county, in partnership 
with the local community drive nonprofi t 
Live Work Eat Gather, has been utilizing 
the Millstone Kitchen to bolster and ex-
pand meal delivery services in the commu-
nity. Th e Millstone Kitchen is a commer-
cial shared-use kitchen that is a part of the 
Old School at Prices Fork.

Th e funding will provide a managing 
director for this operation, reliable contract 
work for caterers, and the delivery of meals to 
vulnerable populations in the area. Th is pro-
gram has organized local caterers operating 
out of the Millstone Kitchen to prepare and 
deliver at least 600 meals per week, serving 
approximately 10,000 meals since July 2020. 
Th e new funding will provide approximately 
10,000 additional meals through June 2021.

Virginia Forestry Department: Spring fi re 
season begins, 4 p.m. burning law in eff ect

Th e Virginia Depart-
ment of Forestry set this 
past Monday, Feb. 15, as 
the offi  cial beginning of 
the state’s spring fi re season 
and also instituted a ban on 
burning each day before 4 
p.m. eff ective the same day 
through April 30.

Th e burn ban applies 
to fi res in or within 300 
feet of woodland, brush 
or fi elds containing dry 
grass or other fl ammable 
materials. In addition to 
being tended at all times, 
fi res started after 4 p.m. 
should not have addi-
tional material added to 
the burn after midnight. 
If weather conditions be-
come critical, localities 
often add further restric-
tions to outdoor burn-
ing at the town, city and 
county levels.

According to the for-

estry department, 95 
percent of wildland fi res 
in Virginia are human-
caused. Th e majority of 
escaped fi res result from 
people burning debris, 
such as accumulated 
brush piles or trash, on 
dry and windy days. De-
partment offi  cials empha-
size that citizens should 
take extreme caution, 
even within the bounds of 
the law, to ensure they are 
burning safely. Keep piles 
small, remove anything 
burnable from within 10 
feet of the pile or burn 
barrel, and have water and 
a shovel or rake nearby.

Why 4 p.m. and why 
in the spring? During the 
spring, burning condi-
tions become incredibly 
conducive to fi re spread 
due to increased and er-
ratic winds, drying of fu-

els (such as leaf litter) that 
are dormant this time of 
year, and lower humidity. 
As the days start to be-
come warmer, radiant en-
ergy from the sun shining 
down on dry grass, dead 
leaves and other materi-
als, further dries out exist-
ing fuels, making them a 
tinderbox.

What may start out as 
a small fi re can quickly 
escape and grow into a 
wildfi re that engulfs hun-
dreds, if not thousands, of 
acres. After 4 p.m., winds 
tend to decrease and the 
moisture in the air and 
fuels increases, lessening 
the potential for fi res to 
escape.

VDOF’s Assistant Di-
rector of Fire and Emer-
gency Response Dave 
Houttekier said, “Th e 
4 p.m. burning law is 

one of the most eff ective 
tools we have to prevent 
wildfi res. By adhering to 
the law and not burning 
before 4 p.m., people are 
less likely to start a fi re 
that threatens them, their 
property, and the forests 
of Virginia.”

Individuals found vio-
lating the 4 p.m. law can 
be charged with a class 3 
misdemeanor, which car-
ries a fi ne of up to $500. 
In addition, if the fi re 
escapes, that individual 
will be responsible for the 
suppression costs associ-
ated with putting the fi re 
out and any damage to 
other people’s property as 
a result of the fi re.

Although conditions 
do not predict an intense 
fi re season, especially with 
the recent snow, the po-
tential for fi re can come 

and go in the spring. Just 
a few days of dry weather 
can allow light fuels, such 
as grass, to become recep-
tive even after long peri-
ods of wet weather.

Th e primary preven-
tion message remains 
consistent throughout the 
entire season: springtime 
in Virginia always brings 
the potential for wildland 
fi res. Although fi re offi  -
cials do what they can to 
plan for fi re while actively 
promoting prevention 
and being prepared for 
suppression, the citizens 
of the commonwealth 

play the most signifi cant 
role by being safe and le-
gal with all fi re.

Virginia State Forester 
Rob Farrell said, “Th e 
beginning of the 4 p.m. 
burning law is a great re-
minder that some of the 
best ways people can help 
in wildfi re prevention are 
to wait till after 4 p.m. 
to burn, choose the right 
weather for outdoor fi res 
and clear an area surround-
ing the burn of fl ammable 
material before burning. 
Being smart, legal and re-
sponsible with fi re really 
and truly is the answer.”

Department of Defense awards VT $1.5 million 
to prepare students for cybersecurity careers

Virginia Tech has been 
awarded approximately $1.5 
million to fuel workforce de-
velopment in cybersecurity and 
related professional roles as one 
of six Department of Defense’s 
(DoD) Senior Military Col-
leges participating in the U.S. 
Cyber Command Cyber Lead-
ership Development Program 
(SMC2I).

Nationally, there is a critical 
shortage of qualifi ed cyber pro-
fessionals with approximately 
500,000 cyber jobs available 
and more than 58,000 posi-
tions open in the Common-
wealth of Virginia, according to 
Cyber Seek.

“Th e program provides Vir-
ginia Tech the opportunity 
to leverage our strengths and 

further expand the depth and 
breadth of our cybersecurity 
program to increase the pipe-
line of future military and ci-
vilian cybersecurity experts,” 
said Laura Freeman, principal 
investigator and research asso-
ciate professor of statistics in 
the College of Science. “Th e 
program will engage faculty 
across four colleges and numer-
ous research centers to tap into 
a wide range of backgrounds 
and resources critical to help 
shape the next generation of 
cyber leaders.”

Freeman, who is a faculty 
member with the Common-
wealth Cyber Initiative (CCI) 
and director of the Intelligent 
Systems Laboratory at the 
Hume Center, said that Virgin-

ia Tech and the fi ve other senior 
military colleges —  the Cita-
del, the University of North 
Georgia, Norwich University, 
Virginia Military Institute and 
Texas A&M — will work col-
laboratively on this national 
initiative.

Th e funds for SMC2I will 
work to identify and develop a 
diverse population of Virginia 
Tech students from various aca-
demic disciplines into technical 
experts and leaders in cyber-
security through fi ve primary 
program elements:

Pipeline Programs – Virginia 
Tech will support pipeline pro-
grams that include mentoring, 
scholarships, experiential learn-
ing, and internships.  

Experiential Learning – Vir-

ginia Tech will develop unique 
experiential learning opportu-
nities that frame cybersecurity 
challenges in real world contexts 
and target programs that address 
the critical skill gaps identifi ed 
by the NSA and DoD.  

Curriculum Development 
– Virginia Tech will support 
curriculum development by 
mapping knowledge, skills, and 
abilities critical to the DoD and 
civilian cybersecurity workforce 
by working with relevant de-
partment heads to strengthen 
workforce readiness.  

Program Development – Vir-
ginia Tech will develop a com-
prehensive student engagement 
program accessible to qualifi ed 
students that will include a semi-
nar series, student competitions, 

career days, targeted recruiting 
internship opportunities, sum-
mer programs, and cultural and 
language programs. 

Enhancing Cybersecurity 
Research – Virginia Tech will 
conduct research in critical 
skills gaps areas identifi ed by 
the NSA. Participation in paid 
experiential learning opportu-
nities and scholarships will be 
open to students enrolled in 
a cybersecurity or related dis-
cipline who meet the eligibil-
ity requirements (U.S. citizen, 
overall GPA 3.0 or higher). 
Scholarships will be targeted 
toward the Corps of Cadets and 
will encourage participation in 
a NSA/DoD sponsored (or ap-
proved) summer internship 
program.
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OPINION

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

To read or not to read is never an option
“Reading is to the mind what 

exercise is to the body.” -- Joseph 
Addison

Always a woman after my heart, 
my wife gave me a reading log for 
Valentine’s Day. It was the high-
light of my day.

Th ere are few things and fewer 
people in this world who will not 
at some time in our lives disappoint 
us. Th ere is just not much we can 
count on. But a good book never 
fails.

For me, reading is an act of love. 
Any educational benefi ts I may re-
ceive along the way are totally by 
accident.

For perhaps the umpteenth 
time in my life, I spent some time 
recently cozying up with Jane Aus-
ten, which sounds a little macabre 
since she’s been dead since 1837. 
Actually, it’s her characters I com-
muned with, all those delightful 
dunderheads and befuddled young 
people searching so desperately for 
happiness and love during a time 
when marrying for love was an idea 
that ranked right up there with set-
ting yourself on fi re for outrageous-
ness.

I regularly go back and reread 
Austen’s novels, all six of them: 
Pride and Prejudice, Sense and 

Sensibility, Emma, Persuasion, 
Mansfi eld Park, and Northanger 
Abbey. Th e pride of the pack, of 
course, is Pride and Prejudice, 
which has been made twice into 
5-star movie versions. Arts & En-
tertainment Network produced a 
six-hour version of P&P in 1995, 
originally running it over three 
nights. When Colin Firth came 
up out of that water, you knew this 
thing was going to be a massive hit. 
And it was.

(As an aside, I wonder how 
many young moviegoers realize 
that back when they watched the 
movie Clueless in 1995 starring 
Alicia Silverstone, they were spend-
ing time with a fl ick that was basi-
cally an updated version of Austen’s 
Emma.)

Th e second eminently watch-
able production of Pride and 
Prejudice is what I refer to as the 
Keira Knightley version, released 
in 2005. How good is this thing? 
Get this. It’s a movie with no sex, 
no harsh language, no skin, no vio-
lence adapted from a novel written 
in 1813, more than 200 years ago. 
Th e budget was $28 million. And 
it grossed some $121.6 million at 
the box offi  ce! Of course, having 
Keira Knightley around certainly 
inspired the male population to 

spend a couple of hours in a dark-
ened theater.

My point is that good books 
make good movies, unless Hol-
lywood’s cretinous producers are 
intent on trashing them, which 
happens quite often. Every time I 
ride by an abandoned movie house, 
I still hold out hope that one of the 
rare benefi ts from the COVID-19 
pandemic will be the death and de-
struction of Hollywood, America’s 
version of Sodom and Gomorrah.

But I rarely went to the movies 
anyway. Th e real joy is found in 
reading the written word, not in 
watching someone’s twisted version 
of what was on the page.

I’ve run across a study that decid-
ed opposites do not in fact attract 
when it comes to marriage. Instead, 
we tend to marry someone like us. 
Whoever those clowns were, they 
never met the wife and me. We are 
so opposite we come from two dif-
ferent generations. I was the fi rst of 
the Baby Boomers; she was the last 
of the Baby Boomers. She is such 
a technological wizard she teaches 
-- TEACHES -- cybersecurity. I am 
an analog guy trapped in a digital 
world. I brag about being able to 
turn the computer on and know-
ing where to plug a fl ash drive in.

Her world is auditory while 

mine is visual. I have two degrees 
in English; she majored in math 
and has every certifi cate you can 
get relating to cybersecurity. She 
is incredible with numbers, never 
forgetting a phone number, a so-
cial security number, a credit card 
number, a zip code or a PIN. I can’t 
even remember my shoe size. I’m 
not kidding. I have no idea what 
it is.

We are opposites, and we have 
been opposites for 37 years now. 
We must have been doing some-
thing right along the way no matter 
what that survey might have said.

Jane Austen isn’t my lone favor-
ite. Th ere’s always good ole William 
Shakespeare. I’ve read each and ev-
ery one of his 37 plays and all of his 
sonnets, though there’s still some 
debate raging about exactly how 
many plays he wrote. It may be as 
many as 40.

I’ve never tried very hard to get 
my wife to read Shakespeare, but 
she has joined me on visits to the 
Shakespeare Tavern on Peachtree 
Street in Atlanta and the Geor-
gia Shakespeare Company at 
Oglethorpe University. Th e Tam-
ing of the Shrew, Julius Caesar, 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream -- 
the latter had the whole audience 
roaring with laughter. She loved 

it. Plus we watched together the 
1993 movie version of Much Ado 
about Nothing, which she also re-
ally liked. I’m convinced she con-
sented to watch it because Denzel 
Washington was in it.

My point about William Shake-
speare is that in his case, everything 
is lost in translation because Will 
wrote for the stage, not the written 
word. And those words and the ac-
tion spring to life when actors do 
their thing. And I’m not sure there’s 
ever been an actor or actress worth 
their salt who would willingly turn 
down a part in one of Shakespeare’s 
plays.

My laborious point is that Jane 
Austen and William Shakespeare 
and the like survive and thrive to 
this day because they off er some-
thing of value to us. Whether it be 
insight or entertainment -- or more 
likely, both -- their works are simply 
worthwhile. Spending time with 
them is time we’ll never regret. We 
can’t help but come away enriched.

Th e author is a man of a certain 
age who, despite his love of Austen 
and Shakespeare nevertheless stands 
solidly behind Th e Great Gatsby, Th e 
Sun Also Rises, and Heart of Dark-
ness as his all-time favorite novels in 
that order.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Th ere are contrasting 
opinions regarding the is-
sue of abortion.  Th is is 
one.  Late in January 2019, 
Governor Ralph Northam 
(D) created a fi restorm. He 
defended a bill sponsored by 
Delegate Kathy Tran (D) that 
eliminated any restriction on 
abortion. Northam said that 
under the bill, if an infant 
survives an abortion: “If a 
mother is in labor, I can tell 

you exactly what would hap-
pen. Th e infant would be de-
livered. Th e infant would be 
kept comfortable. Th e infant 
would be resuscitated if that’s 
what the mother and family 
desired, and then a discus-
sion would ensue between 
the physicians and mother.” 
Th e discussion would be 
whether the baby would be 
denied basic care and com-
passion and left to die alone.

Th ese are some other 
strong supporters of abor-
tion. Congressional Demo-
crats have repeatedly killed 
the Born-Alive Abortion 
Survivors Protection Act. 
Th is bill would require abor-
tionists to administer care to 
newborn babies who survive 
botched abortions, not cause 
them to die.  Virginia’s U.S. 
Senators, Mark Warner and 
Tim Kaine, voted to kill the 
bill. And President Joe Biden 

signed executive orders that 
give much money from tax-
payers to abortion providers 
in our country and in for-
eign countries.

Tim Tebow is one of the 
people who are strong op-
ponents of abortion. Speak-
ing at this year’s March for 
Life, he told this story. “Af-
ter struggling to conceive, a 
woman was told her son was 
a ‘tumor’ that needed to be 
removed. Th en the doctors 
realized she had a baby in 
her womb. But the doctors 
said, “You need to have an 
abortion.’” Tebow said the 
doctors warned her that she 
and her baby would prob-
ably die if she did not un-
dergo an abortion.

She refused an abortion 
and put herself and her baby 
in God’s hands. “Th ere were 
many setbacks and heart-
aches,” Tebow said. “But the 

whole time, she continued 
to trust God.”

“Th e doctor looked at her 
and said, ‘Of all my years, 
this is the greatest miracle 
that I have seen, because I 
have no idea how he sur-
vived. Th e placenta is not 
attached, and there were so 
many diff erent issues, and I 
don’t know how he had the 
nourishment and food to 
be able to survive.  Th is is a 
miracle baby! Here is your 
son, Mrs. Tebow.’”

Abortion opponents ask: 
Abortion practitioners have 
cut short how many lives 
that would have benefi tted, 
in many ways, hundreds, 
thousands or millions of 
other people?

-Lewis R. Sheckler
31 Grandview Dr.

Radford, VA 24141
Phone: 540-639-9145

There are contrasting abortion positions

WalletHub survey: Virginia is 11th most expensive state for car insurance
According to the per-

sonal fi nance website Wal-
letHub, the best way to get 
cheap car insurance is to 
compare quotes from dif-
ferent car insurance com-
panies. In order to help 
drivers nationwide fi nd 
the cheapest car insurance 
rates for their needs and 
circumstances, WalletHub 
collected quotes from auto 
insurance companies across 
all 50 states and determined 

that Virginia is the 11th 
most expensive state for car 
insurance.

WalletHub compared 
full coverage rates for poli-
cies that include collision 
and comprehensive cover-
age with a $500 deduct-
ible, $100K in bodily in-
jury liability coverage per 
person (up to $300K per 
accident), $50K of prop-
erty damage liability cover-
age per accident, $100K in 

uninsured motorist bodily 
injury coverage per person 
(up to $300K per accident) 
and $50K in uninsured 
motorist property damage 
coverage per accident. Th e 
company used a 45-year-
old, single man with a clean 
driving record and good 
credit as the policyholder 
for these sample quotes.

Full coverage refers to 
a policy that goes beyond 
the minimum state require-
ments and includes both 
collision and comprehen-
sive coverage. Because full 

coverage protects drivers 
in more situations, it costs 
more than the minimum 
required coverage.

For Virginia, WalletHub 
determined that the cheap-
est insurance companies are 
1) ALFA Insurance 2) Trav-
elers 3) Erie 4) State Farm 
5) Geico.

Other key fi ndings in the 
survey included the follow-
ing facts:

Full coverage car insur-
ance costs 157% more than 
minimum coverage in Vir-
ginia, on average.

16-year-olds pay 394% 
more for car insurance than 
55-year-olds in Virginia, on 
average.

Drivers with a DUI pay 
138% more for car insur-
ance than drivers with a 
clean record in Virginia, on 
average.

61 million Americans 
have reduced their car in-
surance coverage due to 
COVID-19.  

105 million Americans 
say they’re not getting their 
money’s worth from their 
car insurance.

55 million Americans 
have second thoughts about 
owning a car due to CO-
VID-19.

Th e fi ve states that have 
the cheapest car insurance 
rates (with the average 
annual premium) are 1) 
Wyoming $274 2) South 
Dakota $326 3) Iowa $326 
4) Vermont $341 5) North 
Dakota $370.

Th e average annual pre-
mium in Virginia under 
the conditions WalletHub 
used for the comparisons is 
$931.
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OBITUARIES
Alderman, Barbara Johnston

Barbara Johnston Alder-
man, 80, of Radford, passed 
away Friday, Feb. 12, 2021. 

She was a member of 
Central United Methodist 
Church and was a nurse for 
over 52 years. She was pre-
ceded in death by her hus-
band, Robert “Bobby” Alder-
man; sons Robert Cameron 
Alderman and Craig Allen 
Alderman; and a daughter, 
Cynthia Dawn Alderman. 

Survivors include her 
daughter, Tina Catron (Timothy Dale) of 
Wytheville; a daughter-in-law, Angie Roberts 
(Cam Alderman) of McCoy; a granddaugh-
ter, Caysey Laken Catron of Wytheville; 
grandchildren Wesley Elbert Roberts and 
Ashley Roberts (Brandon Malcom) of Mc-
Coy; step-granddaughter Sarah Elizabeth 

Catron (Tyler Buchanan) 
of Rural Retreat; and many 
other relatives and friends.

Memorial services will 
be held at 2 p.m. on Sat-
urday, Feb. 20, 2021 at 
the Central United Meth-
odist Church with Pastor 
Ronnie Duncan and Pas-
tor Don Smith offi  ciating. 
Inurnment will follow in 
the Highland Memory 
Gardens Mausoleum in 
Dublin. 

In lieu of fl owers, the family requests that 
contributions be made to the Central United 
Methodist Church Kitchen Angels Ministry, 
P.O. Box 611, Radford, VA 24143.

Th e Alderman family is in the care of 
Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory in 
Radford. www.mullinsfuneralhome.com.

Andes, Darlene Mann
Darlene Mann Andes, 

70, of Sumerduck, Va., 
passed from this world to 
her reward on February 1, 
2021.

Among her survivors are 
a son and daughter-in-law, 
Phillip Andes and his wife, 
Karen, of Blacksburg.

She was predeceased by 
her parents, John P. Mann 
III and Mae D. Mann, and 
her grandson, Noah Mat-
thew Andes.

Darlene was born on Jan. 22, 1951, and 
was a 1969 graduate of Brentsville District 
High School in Nokesville. She also attend-
ed Bridgewater College. She was always a 
homemaker after her children were born. 
She was a strong woman of Christian faith 
who loved to organize a gathering or have 
a family meal. For many years, she volun-
teered at school, church and the Christian 
Women’s Club. Fellowship and caring were 
her ministry to others. She loved her fam-
ily, especially her grandchildren. When the 
phone rang, a letter came in the mail or a 
care package was sent, it was always about 
the grandchildren fi rst.

In addition to her son and daughter-
in-law, left to cherish her memory are her 
husband of 50 years, Roger E. Andes; 
granddaughters Hope and Hannah; and 
son Darrell Andes, Sr. (Chanda) of Beale-

ton, Va.,; and grandsons 
Darrell, Jr., Devin, Dustin 
and Dylan. She always con-
sidered Chanda and Karen 
her own daughters. She 
also leaves her two broth-
ers, John P. Mann IV and 
his wife Nancy, and Chuck 
Mann; special neighbors 
and in-laws Paul and Caro-
lyn Croushorn and Wayne 
and Cindy Andes, along 
with many other extended 
family members and friends.

We had fun. We talked. We laughed. We 
cried. We played. We sang. We ate meals. 
We celebrated. We grieved. We prayed. 
We sometimes raised the roof. We always 
loved…together. We miss her…together.

Some of her favorite Bible verses can be 
reviewed at your leisure: John 3:16, John 
14:6, Matthew 19:14; and ours: 2 Timothy 
1:12, Revelation 21:4 and Revelation 22:5. 
She often wrote “Without Christmas, there 
is no Easter.” and “Jesus is the Reason for 
the Season!”

Th e Andes family is in the care of Moser 
Funeral Home in Warrenton, Virginia. A 
private celebration of life will be held at a 
later date. To make a contribution to help 
defray the cost of fi nal expenses, send those 
gifts to Moser Funeral Home, 233 Broad-
view Ave., Warrenton, Va. 20186.

“Jesus…loves…you.”

Coale, Jr., Charles Webster
Charles Webster Coale, Jr., of Blacksburg 

passed onto glory Feb. 13, 2021.
He was born on Oct. 3, 1935. Most peo-

ple knew him as Charlie. He never knew a 
stranger, was always a friend, and was always 
wanting to help. He served as an excellent 
role model to all and made a forever impact 
on our lives.

His passion was his family, friends, and 
work. He was predeceased by Ellen, his lov-
ing wife of 60 years and by his brother, Rich-
ard M. Coale. 

He is survived by his children, grand-
children, and relatives as listed: Marjorie 
(daughter) and Tommy Lawson and chil-
dren, Th omas, Zachariah, Jeremiah, and 
Rachel; Roger (son) and Melissa Coale and 
children, Carson and Taylor; and James (son) 
and Meaghan Coale and children Jacob and 
Katie; Cynthia and J. C. Raff ety, and their 
daughter, Jennifer Moss, children Lindsay 
and Mallory, and son, Robert and Colleen 
Raff ety. He also has extended family in Hart-
ford County, Md. 

Charlie was born to Charles Webster 
Coale, Sr., and Marian Phillips Coale in a 
farmhouse near Cooptown, Md. He was de-
termined to get a great education. He even 
walked a mile-and-a-half to catch the school 
bus each day to go to Jarrettsville Elementary 
School and then to North Harford High 
School.

While at North Harford High School, he 
was a 4-H’er and won a trip to the National 
4-H competition. Th is is where he found his 
passion for a career in agriculture. With his 
gift of planning and organization, he received 
a BS in agriculture education and an MS in 
agriculture economics from the University of 
Maryland.  After serving in the US Navy, he 
earned his PhD in agriculture economics at 
Penn State.

In 1959, a weekend after he was married, 
Charlie served as a Lieutenant in the US Navy 
aboard the USS Conway from 1959-1962, 
during the Bay of Pigs.  He was second in 
command in the beach jumper unit in Little 
Creek, Va., during critical times. He loved his 
Conway reunions, even taking on the role of 

president. In addition, he reconnected with 
his ancestry by joining and proudly serving 
in the Sons of Th e American Revolution, 
serving as president once again. He loved the 
USA and appreciated all who serve.

In 1969, Charlie began his 33-year career 
at Virginia Tech with a majority of those years 
serving as a full professor. He enjoyed serving 
many industries: Agra Business Corps in Vir-
ginia and the Mid-Atlantic states, the seafood 
industry, food science, the farm supply indus-
try, the farm equipment industry, and even as 
far away as Haiti.

In addition, he loved working with gradu-
ate students in marketing and research. He 
served on numerous committees and pro-
grams and was the president and chair of 
various groups. He greatly appreciated each 
person.

Charlie loved the Lord and joyfully served 
at Blacksburg United Methodist Church in 
many capacities. He was Chairman of the 
Board, served on the fi nance committee, uti-
lized his strategic planning skills to help the 
church reach many people locally and abroad, 
enjoyed helping kids of all ages through VBS 
and Adopt-a-College Student. He cared for as 
many people as he could with his wife Ellen 
by sharing his time, talents, and fi nances. He 
loved the church and its people.

A life cannot be expressed by the mere 
words on a page. It’s expressed by how many 
lives were touched. Charlie’s reach was far and 
wide. We cannot possibly list all the impact 
he had on this world. His focus was always on 
relationships and how to help others.

Charlie and Ellen set up endowment funds 
to help with the education needs of those not 
in his family at the University of Maryland, 
Penn State and Virginia Tech. His legacy will 
live on through his children and grandchil-
dren with integrity and generosity. Charlie 
will be greatly missed, and we are grateful 
and thankful for the time we had with him. 
His favorite passage was Psalm 23. Donations 
in lieu of fl owers can be given to Blacksburg 
United Methodist Church.

A private service will be held at McCoy 
Funeral Home, Blacksburg. 

Donathan, Gloria Jean 
Gloria Jean Donathan, 

71, of Blacksburg, passed 
away on Feb. 9, 2021.

She was born on August 
20, 1949, to the late Her-
man and Mary Ann Barbour 
Cupp.

She was preceded in death 
by her sisters, Viola Cupp 
and April Barbour, and a 
brother, David Cupp. 

She is survived by her chil-
dren, Jimmy Howard, Vic-
toria Shepherd, Christopher 
Croft, Matilda Lynn Croft, and Dylan How-

ard; grandchildren Wyatt 
Price, Jesse Howard, Ricky 
Caviness, Makayla Shep-
herd, Michael Shepherd, 
Christian Croft, Savannah 
Croft, Brittany Miller, and 
Hannah Corum; brothers 
Herman Cupp, Jr. and Terry 
Cupp; a sister, Doris Evans; 
and friend Tena Price.

A memorial service was 
held on Saturday, Feb. 13, 
2021, at 5 p.m. in the Mc-
Coy Funeral Home Cha-

pel, Blacksburg.

Hite, David Eugene
David Eugene Hite, 74, 

of Dublin, passed away on 
Saturday, Feb. 13, 2021.

He was a member of 
First Dublin Presbyterian 
Church. He was a U.S. Air 
Force veteran, and he re-
tired from Verizon after 33 
years as an auto mechanic. 
He was also a former Scout 
Master for Boy Scout of 
America Troop #45 in 
Dublin, Va.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, Murle Hite and Irene 
Childress. 

Survivors include his wife, Elaine W. 
Hite; sons and daughter-in-law Shawn 

Hite, Ryan and Emily Hite; 
grandchildren Justin, Aus-
tin, Camden, Hannah, and 
Mackenzie; a sister, Coni 
Hite; and a host of other 
family members and friends.

Funeral services were 
held at 11 a.m. on Tuesday, 
Feb. 16, 2021, at Mullins 
Funeral Home with Pastor 
Olin Whitener offi  ciating. 
Interment was private. 

In lieu of fl owers, the 
family requests that dona-

tions be made to the Salvation Army or a 
charity of your choice.  

Th e Hite family is in the care of Mullins 
Funeral Home & Crematory.

Periman, Eugene “Gene” 
Eugene “Gene” Periman, 

born Feb. 16, 1933, died 
peacefully on Feb. 12, 2021.

He is survived by his 
wife, Barbara Periman; a 
brother, Mickey (Joyce) 
Periman; children Cath-
leen (Rick) Tuck and Da-
vid (Teresa) Periman; eight 
grandchildren, 10 great-
grandchildren, and two 
great-great-grandchildren.

Visitation was held on 

Monday, Feb. 15, 2021, 
from 2-3 p.m. at Horne Fu-
neral Home, 1300 North 
Franklin St., Christiansburg.

Funeral services were 
held on Tuesday, Feb. 16, at 
1 p.m. in the Horne Funer-
al Home chapel. Interment 
was at Sunset Cemetery. 

Th e live funeral service 
for Eugene can be viewed 
on the Horne FH Face-
book page.

Schleicher, 
Janet Alverta Th ompson Peters 

Janet Alverta Th omp-
son Peters Schleicher, 70, 
passed away peacefully 
at home with family by 
her side on Friday, Feb. 5, 
2021, after battling idio-
pathic pulmonary fi brosis 
for more than four years.

She was the wife of 
Bruce Anderson Schleicher. 
Th ey shared nearly 25 years 
of marriage.

Born in Lynchburg in 
1950, Janet was the young-
est daughter of Alverta Jane Hill Th omp-
son and Samuel Th ornhill Th ompson. She 
graduated from E.C. Glass High School 
in 1968 and Madison College (now James 
Madison University) in 1972 with a de-
gree in education.

Janet taught special education for 32 
years at Dunbar Elementary School in 
Lynchburg, Central Elementary School in 
Amherst, Dublin Elementary School and 
Pulaski Middle School until her retire-
ment in 2014.

Janet grew up as a devoted member 
of Centenary United Methodist Church 
in Lynchburg and later transferred her 
membership to St. Paul United Meth-
odist Church in Christiansburg. She 
enjoyed traveling, vacationing at Smith 
Mountain Lake and Nags Head, N.C., 
spending time with her friends and fam-
ily, going on her Friday evening movie 
dates with her husband, gardening, sew-
ing, drawing, painting, baking (sour-
dough bread), collecting beautiful art-
work, attending concerts (in arenas or in 
her car) and card games. 

Janet will be remembered for her warm 
and loving spirit; her ability to make 
friends and family with anyone, anywhere; 

her sense of humor; her 
smile and her consummate 
tardiness. In her spare time, 
she enjoyed helping people 
create wedding invitations 
and graduation announce-
ments. She was a loving 
wife, a mom to everyone, 
grandmother, sister, aunt, 
teacher, mentor and best 
friend. Her passing leaves 
a hole in the lives of every-
one who was privileged to 
be a part of hers.

Janet is survived by her husband Bruce; 
children Harry Channing Lea (Rachel 
Ashton), Laurie Jane Tucker (Timothy 
Tucker), Helen Lindsey Peters and John 
Michael Peters (Anne Peters); grandchil-
dren Layla Hope Peters, Hayley Noelle 
Tucker, Owen Samuel Tucker and Erin 
Autumn Ashton; as well as special friends 
and family Harriett Darst, Claudia Jutras 
and Marian Frenk; siblings Samuel 
Th ompson, Martha Anne Coleman, Joyce 
Funk, Carole Mickle and Wade Th omp-
son; and by the father of her children and 
her fi rst husband, Ronald Preston Peters.

She was predeceased by her parents, Al-
verta and Sam Th ompson.

Th e family extends gratitude for her 
caretakers, Kathy Ayers, Laura Collins, 
Dr. Brian Southern, husband Bruce, the 
hospice nurses and aides, and many others.

Th e family plans to hold a Celebration 
of Life service at a later date. In lieu of 
fl owers, please consider a contribution in 
memory of Janet to Cleveland Clinic.

Gifts can be sent to: Cleveland Clinic 
Foundation c/o Philanthropy Institute 
P.O. Box 931517, Cleveland, Ohio 44193-
1655 or online at my.clevelandclinic.org/
giving (Respiratory Institute).
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Yard Sales - Craig 
County

Indoor Garage Sale 

Lost & Found

Lost Cat 

Auctions

PUBLIC NOTICE 

Cemetery Plots & 
Monuments

Mountain View 
Cemetery plots.   

For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Experienced 
grocery shopper,  
Prep cook, cook, 

meal planner,  
and dietitian.  

Quality Inn 

Handyman 

Phone calls ONLY 

Help Wanted - 
Health Care

Director of 
Nurses/RN 

Medication 
Technician/Aide or 

LPN 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Help Wanted - 
General

WAIT STAFF WANTED
Experienced waitress or waiter needed 
for The Swinging Bridge Restaurant 
and/or Lemon Hotel in Paint Bank.  
Outgoing personality and strong work 
ethic required.  Full or Part Time.  Paid 
vacation.  Prior applicants need not 
a p p l y.   To  a p p l y,  s e n d  r e s u m e  t o 
melissa@paintbankgeneralstore.com 
or shanna@paintbankgeneralstore.com.

Legals - Roanoke 
County

OF 1503 
LAYMANTOWN 

ROAD, 
TROUTVILLE, VA 

24175.  

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Legals - City of 
Salem

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

LEGAL NOTICE 
ROANOKE 

COUNTY BOARD 
OF SUPERVISORS 

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
844-947-1479

Off er valid December 15, 2020 - March 1, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  

install and activate the generator with a participating 

dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the 
“#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 
50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 
2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# 
H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 

 License# 52229-H  
License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

AUCTIONS 

FIREARMS AUCTION ALERT! 
Great Collection of Well-Main-
tained Shotguns, Handguns, 
Rifl es, Scopes and more | Ac-
cepting Consignments | March 2, 
11AM | Motleys Industrial | 804-
486-4550 | Bid Online at motley-
sindustrial.com | VA16

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:   Adver-
tise your upcoming auctions 
statewide and in other states.   
Aff ordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your target 
audiences. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  HYPER-
LINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Vinyl Replacement Windows 
Starting at $235* Installed w/
Free Trim Wrap Call 804-739-
8207 Siding, Roofi ng, Gutters 
and More!

GENERAC Standby Generators. 
The weather is increasingly un-
predictable. Be prepared for 
power outages. FREE 7-year ex-
tended warranty ($695 value!) 
Schedule your FREE in-home 
assessment today. Call 1-877-
636-0738   Special fi nancing for 
qualifi ed customers.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forev-
er! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off  Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-614-6667

ATTN. CONTRACTORS: Adver-

tise your business statewide 
and in other states. Aff ordable 
Print and Digital Solutions to 
reach Homeowners.  Call Lan-
don Clark at Virginia Press Serv-
ices 804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” lan-
donc@vpa.net 

LIVESTOCK SALES

PUREBRED SERVICE AGE HOL-
STEIN BULLS. Breeding sound-
ness checked, several A2 A2. Will
Deliver. Call 540-820-8601.

REAL ESTATE 

ATTN. REALTORS:  Advertise your 
listings regionally or statewide.
Aff ordable Print and Digital 
Solutions that get results! Call 
Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services  804-521-7576,  HYPER-
LINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t e d , 
$395+$86 court cost. WILLS
$195.00. No court appearance.
Estimated completion time
twenty-one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. BBB 
Member.  HYPERLINK “https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com” ht-
tps://hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com.

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-
TEED Life Insurance! No medical 
exam or health questions. Cash 
to help pay funeral and other fi -
nal expenses. Call Physicians Life 
Insurance Company- 844-509-
1697 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/vapress

STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS
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If you believe in your business and 
want to build it...

To place a classifi ed ad, call 540-389-9355 

ADVERTISE!

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

To place a
 classified ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof Replacement 
& Repair

All 1st Responders and 
Health Care Workers 

receive a 5% discount

401K PLANS
For many individuals, this is their largest asset. 

Let us help you protect what you have saved.

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

TALK TO WALT

Find a job in your special field, 
or find the help you need.

Get rid of the
 old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  knocking 
loud and clear.

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

WHERE PATIENTS COME FIRST

LOCATED INSIDE BOTETOURT FAMILY YMCA
115 Shenandoah Avenue, Daleville
540-591-5360

ALL evaluations & treatments by a licensed physical therapist

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

Call or Text Gary Benefield  386.527.8434

HANDY MAN SERVICES

Serving New Castle & Surrounding Areas

EVANS 
ELECTRICAL &   

PLUMBING SERVICE
Fincastle

Residential • Commercial 
Industrial • Remodeling

New Construction
473-2481 • 276-228-5863 cell

Over 25 Years’ Experience
Small Jobs & Repairs Welcome
Class A License • Insured

Master Tradesman

BUSINESS SERVICES 
D I R E C T O R Y
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Montgomery Sports

Steven T Bunn, DMD

MEDICAL  |  DENTAL  | BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

Your smile 
is in good 
hands. 

Dr. Bunn received his DDS 
from Georgetown University 
Dental School in Washington, 
DC, and has practiced in
both Northern Virginia and the 
New River Valley.

Mission-driven, he volunteers
in the community at schools, 
health fairs and for the Remote 
Area Medical/Dental events.

An avid hiker, biker, and skier, 
Dr. Bunn’s focus on overall
health is what he shares with
his patients to help them
develop good habits. He
enjoys working with patients 
of all ages with an emphasis
on prevention, effective 
communication, and positive 
dental outcomes.

Community Health Center accepts patients with or without insurance.

GILES CENTER 
219 South Buchanan Street  |  Pearisburg, VA 24134 | 540.921.3502
MONTGOMERY CENTER
 215 Roanoke Street  |  Christiansburg, VA 24073  | 540.381.0820
RADFORD/PULASKI CENTER
5826 Ruebush Road |  Dublin, VA 24084 |  540.585.1310

We’re kid friendly!

chcnrv.orgLike us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/NRVCHC/

New extended dental hours
Dublin | Tuesday - Thursday
7:30 am - 6:30 pm

Welcoming new patients at all 
three locations! 

MEDICAL  |  

BOBGARRETT 
SERVICES

YOUR WHOLE HOUSE GENERATOR SPECIALISTS

bobgarrettservices.com
540-767-2900

PHOTO COURTESY OF VT ATHLETICS

Fourth-ranked Virginia Tech wins ACC dual meet championship
For the eighth time in 

school history, Virginia 
Tech wrestling is an ACC 
champion after defeating 
16th-ranked Pitt 27-12 in 
the fi nal dual meet of the 

season Friday night to win 
the ACC Dual Meet Cham-
pionship outright. 

With the win, the No. 4 
Hokies (9-0, 5-0 ACC) cap 
off  their seventh undefeated 

season in school history, 
the fi rst since the 1956-57 
season. Head coach Tony 
Robie is the fourth coach in 
program history to accom-
plish the feat, and at 9-0, 

PHOTOS BY JON FLEMING
Blacksburg’s Keegan Appea works in the low post 
against Halifax County’s Kameron Roberts in Sunday 
afternoon’s Class 4D regional title game. Halifax edged 
the Bruins 51-48.

Blacksburg’s Matthew Joyce hits a three-point shot over 
the Halifax Comets’ Kameron Roberts as a late Bruins 
rally fell short 51-48 in the Region 4D championship 
game. The loss ended Blacksburg’s shortened season 
as only the region winners advance this year to the 
state tournament.

Blacksburg boys 
fall in region fi nals

PHOTOS BY BRYANT ALTIZER
Cam Cormany scores in traffic Sunday as Radford 
grabbed the Region C title with a 62-56 win over 
Floyd. The win upped the Bobcats’ record for the 
season to 16-0.

Alex Kanipe drives through the paint for a layup as 
Radford defeated Region-C foe Floyd Sunday. The 
16-0 Region C champions advanced to the state final 
four to play the Region D champion Wednesday.

At 16-0, Radford boys 
advance to state semifinals

this is the Hokies’ longest un-
defeated season, topping the 
8-0 1954-55 team. 

Tech has now won the 
ACC Dual Meet Title four 
times, matching its num-
ber of ACC Championship 
titles. Th e trophy is back in 
Blacksburg after the Hokies 
three-peated as conference 
regular season champs from 
the 2014-15 season through 
2016-17.

Th e reigning ACC Wres-
tler of the Week Sam Latona 
fi nished off  an undefeated 
regular season of his own 
with a 12-3 major decision 
over Pitt’s Colton Camacho. 
Latona will enter the postsea-
son with an 8-0 record, in-
cluding two wins over ranked 
opponents. Th e fi fth-ranked 
125-pounder in the coun-
try outscored his opponents 
29-0, registering four bonus-
point wins this season.

Bryce Andonian won his 
seventh match of the year 
and picked up bonus points 
for the fi fth time with a 10-1 
major decision over Mick 
Burnett. Th e 2020 ACC 
149-pound runner-up fi n-
ished the conference season 
at 4-1 and outscored ACC 
opponents 17-3.

Connor Brady secured his 
fi rst win at Cassell Coliseum 
and did so in convincing 
fashion with a 12-1 major 
decision over Tyler Badgett, 
his fi rst career bonus-point 
victory in an ACC dual. Th e 
redshirt freshman had a four-

in the ACC.
BOX SCORE
No. 4 Virginia Tech 27, 

No. 16 Pitt 12
285: Hunter Catka (VT) 

decisioned Austin Cooley 
(PITT) 4-0

125: #5 Sam Latona (VT) 
major-decisioned Colton 
Camacho (PITT) 12-3

133: Joey Prata (VT) 
decisioned Louis Newell 
(PITT) 3-1

141: #17 Cole Matthews 
(PITT) decisioned Collin 
Gerardi (VT) 8-4

149: #10 Bryce Andon-
ian (VT) major-decisioned 
Mick Burnett (PITT) 10-1

157: Connor Brady (VT) 
major-decisioned Tyler 
Badgett (PITT) 12-1

165: #10 Jake Wentzel 
(PITT) defeated #1 Mekhi 
Lewis (VT) via injury default

174: Dakota Howard 
(VT) technical-falled Jared 
McGill (PITT) 21-6 (5:05)

184: #2 Hunter Bolen 
(VT) major-decisioned 
Gregg Harvey (PITT) 12-4

197: #7 Nino Bonaccorsi 
(PITT) decisioned Andy 
Smith (VT) 8-1

 Extra Matches
141: Sam Hillegas (VT) 

major-decisioned Ryan Mi-
chaels (PITT) 14-3

157: Clayton Ulrey (VT) 
major-decisioned Antonio 
Petrucelli (PITT) 18-6

174: Kolton Clark (VT) 
won by fall against Dane 
Csencsits (PITT) 1:33

285: Hunter Catka (VT) 
major-decisioned Jake Sling-
er (PITT) 12-4

197: Austin Cooley 
(PITT) decisioned Stan 
Smeltzer (VT) 10-4

Th e Hokies get a two-
week break before the 2021 
ACC Championships in 
Raleigh. Th e tournament, 
hosted by NC State, is set for 
Sunday, Feb. 28.

--VT Athletics

Radford girls fall to 
Glenvar in region fi nals

PHOTOS BY BRYANT ALTIZER
Radford’s Laney Cline goes up for a layup to pick up 
two of her 15 points in Friday’s 53-43 loss to Glenvar. 
Radford finished the season 8-3.

Haley Whitt drives to the basket for two of her six 
points in the Lady Bobcats’ loss to Glenvar. With the 
win, Glenvar advanced to the state final four in Class 2.

point near-fall in the second 
period to jump himself out 
to a 9-1 lead and hung on 
for the win without being 
brought to the mat.

At 174 pounds, Dakota 
Howard had the perfor-
mance of the night with a 
21-6 technical fall in 5:05. 
Howard continuously 
dropped Jared McGill, rack-
ing up six takedowns and 
two four-point near-falls in 
just over two periods. Th e 
one-time ACC Wrestler of 
the Week has now secured 
bonus points in 11 of his 16 
career wins.

Sending a message before 
the postseason was Chris-
tiansburg native Hunter 
Bolen, who came away with 
a 12-4 major decision over 
Gregg Harvey. Th e second-
ranked 184-pound wrestler 
in the nation, Bolen scored 
fi ve takedowns and con-
trolled Harvey for 2:53 of 
riding time. Bolen is the only 
Hokie to complete the 2020-
21 season with a 5-0 record 




