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Virginians may now pre-register 
for the COVID-19 vaccine online 
at vaccinate.virginia.gov or by call-
ing 877-VAX-IN-VA. Gov. Ralph 
Northam announced the launch of 
the commonwealth’s new, centralized 
system Wednesday.

Th e system allows individuals to 
easily pre-register for the free vaccine, 
confi rm that they are on the waiting 
list, and learn more about Virginia’s 
vaccination program.

Virginians who previously pre-reg-
istered for the vaccine through their 
local health district do not need to 
sign up again. Th ose who have already 
pre-registered have been automatically 

transferred to the centralized system, 
and their pre-registration status will 
not be aff ected.

“Virginians have questions about 
the COVID-19 vaccines, and these 
new tools will help them get an-
swers, get pre-registered, and most 
importantly, get vaccinated,” said the 
governor. “While our vaccine supply 
remains limited, we are doing every-
thing we can to acquire more doses 
and put shots into the arms of eligible 
individuals in a safe, effi  cient, and eq-
uitable manner,” said Gov. Northam. 
“I thank everyone for staying patient 
and continuing to follow public health 
guidance so we can mitigate the spread 

of this dangerous virus.”
Virginia’s new website and call cen-

ter are designed to streamline vaccine 
pre-registration by bringing disparate 
processes from local health depart-
ments together under one unifi ed sys-
tem. 

Virginia is also launching a new call 
center for those who prefer to pre-reg-
ister by phone. Th e call center is open 
seven days a week, from 8:00 a.m. un-
til 8:00 p.m. It is staff ed by 750 live 
operators who can answer questions 
about the COVID-19 vaccine and 
help people get pre-registered. Th e call 

Moog, Inc., to expand 
and create 75 new 
jobs in Christiansburg

As announced Tues-
day by Governor Ralph 
Northam and reported in 
the Feb. 16, 2021, edi-
tion of the Onward MRV 
newsletter, Moog, Inc., 
a designer and manufac-
turer of high-performance 
motion control products 
and solutions, will invest 
$10.7 million to transfer 
existing jobs and equip-
ment from one of its 
Blacksburg facilities to 
a larger building in the 
Falling Branch Corpo-
rate Park in Montgomery 
County.

Th e company will have 
an additional 80,000 
square feet at its new op-
eration in Christiansburg 
to accommodate increased 
customers and demand 
and focus on production 
of its slip ring products for 
the industrial marketplace. 
Virginia successfully com-
peted with multiple states 
for the project, which will 
create 75 new jobs.

“Moog is an important 
partner in the common-
wealth, and it is exciting 
to see the company grow 
its capabilities in Mont-

gomery County,” said 
Governor Northam. “Th e 
New River Valley has 
outstanding institutions 
of higher education and 
a world-class workforce, 
and Moog’s continued in-
vestment is a testament to 
these assets. We are con-
fi dent that this expansion 
will propel the company 
and the commonwealth’s 
aerospace industry for-
ward.”

Headquartered in East 
Aurora, N.Y., Moog, Inc., 
is a worldwide designer, 
manufacturer, and inte-
grator of precision control 
components and systems. 
Th e company’s high-per-
formance systems control 
military and commer-
cial aircraft, satellites and 
space vehicles, launch ve-
hicles, missiles, automat-
ed industrial machinery, 
and marine and medical 
equipment.

Founded over 65 years 
ago with only a few em-
ployees, Moog now oper-
ates in 26 countries and 
maintains a large presence 

Virginia unveils statewide COVID-19 

vaccine pre-registration system

See Moog, page 5

VT sociologist: Most 
people fall into 
violent extremism 
by accident

Recent examples of 
domestic violent extrem-
ism demonstrate that ev-
eryday individuals such 
as neighbors, family, 
and friends can believe 
in such ideologies with-
out much prompting or 
coaxing, according to 
Virginia Tech sociologist 
Ashley Reichelmann.

“The Internet has 
provided a haven for val-
idating one’s views and 
offers an echo cham-
ber,” said Reichelmann.  
“However, recent re-
search also reveals that 
most people fall into 
this information by ac-
cident. They are not 
necessarily looking for 
it, but rather click down 
a rabbit hole, link after 
link. Or it is shared with 
them by friends.”

Reichelmann is an as-
sistant professor of soci-
ology and the associate 
director of the Center 
for Peace Studies and 
Violence Prevention at 
Virginia Tech.  Her re-
search focuses on racial 

prejudice and white ex-
tremism.

“While we often 
blame individuals for 
‘falling victim’ to con-
spiracy theories, we 
rarely discuss the lack 
of structural forces that 
could slow their spread 
and inform individuals 
of the factual validity 
of what they are view-
ing” Reichelmann said.  
“Given the increasing 
amount of exposure 
both younger and older 
folks have on the Inter-
net, there is a pressing 
need to educate our-
selves on how to become 
critical consumers of 
both information on the 
Internet and general dis-
course around us.”

New federal efforts 
are aimed at preventing 
the spread of the disin-
formation to those who 
may be vulnerable or 
lack the skills to recog-
nize it and argue against 
it.

Moss Arts Center adds six new events to ‘HomeStage’ series

Th e Moss Arts Center has ex-
panded its “HomeStage” series by 
adding six new events, including a 
celebration of the distinct sounds of 
Appalachia with bluegrass dynamo 
Steep Canyon Rangers in an exclusive 
performance streamed live from the 
stage of the center’s Anne and Ellen 
Fife Th eatre.

Tickets are now available for all 
spring “HomeStage” performances. 

Ticket holders will have access to the 
performances as they happen and to 
a recording of each event that will re-
main available for seven days follow-
ing the performance.

Th e following events are the new-
est additions to the “HomeStage” se-
ries:

Jake Shimabukuro, ukulele
Th ursday, March 4, 2021, 7:30 

p.m.

With his out-of-the-box blend of 
stunning virtuosity and deep musical-
ity, ukulele master Jake Shimabukuro 
takes the four-string, two-octave in-
strument to places no one has gone 
before. He fi rst came to the world’s 
attention with his soulful and origi-
nal take on Th e Beatles’ “While My 
Guitar Gently Weeps.” His rendition 
dominated YouTube in 2005 and 
currently has over 17 million views. 
Th is virtual night of music is followed 
by a question-and-answer session.

Sir András Schiff , piano
Th ursday, April 1, 2021, 7:30 p.m.
Sir András Schiff  is not only one 

of music’s most revered pianists, he 
is one of its greatest interpreters and 
the audience’s guide for a journey 
through remarkable sonatas by Mo-
zart, Beethoven, and Schumann. Th is 
superb multicamera stream was re-
cently recorded in front of a live audi-
ence in St. Peter’s Church in Zurich, 
Switzerland.

“An Evening with Valeria Luiselli”
Tuesday, April 6, 2021, 7:30 p.m.
Th e recent works of celebrated 

Mexican-born author and 2019 

Deployed alumni use Zoom to off er advice and 
inspiration to Virginia Tech’s cadets

Th e virtual classroom became 
a special opportunity for cadets 
to learn from the military service 
of Virginia Tech Corps of Cadets 
alumni.

Since 2004, the corps has hosted 
a Gunfi ghter Panel each semester, 
bringing to campus graduates re-
cently returned from a combat 
deployment to speak about their 
experiences in the military, lessons 
learned and leadership challenges 
faced, and how Virginia Tech and 
the corps prepared them for life af-
ter college.

Rather than cancel this semes-
ter’s event because of COVID re-
strictions on gathering, this panel 
was the fi rst to feature fi ve alumni 
who are currently deployed with 
military units around the world. 
Via a Zoom webinar with the en-
tire cadet regiment, they off ered 
advice and answered questions.

See HomeStage, page 6

Asheville, North Carolina-based band Steep Canyon Rangers joins the 
Moss Arts Center’s “HomeStage” series lineup.

See Extremism, page 3

Clockwise from top left: Virginia Tech alumni Maj. Brian Alberts, Maj. 
Nick Nelson, Lt. Cmdr. Anthony LaVopa, Capt. Matt Balach, and Lt. Col. 
Ian Jarvis talk with cadets via Zoom.

Th e participants at the Feb. 11 
event were:

Army Lt. Col. Ian Jarvis, the 
deputy G34 (Protection) with the 
8th Army stationed in South Ko-
rea. He graduated in 2003 with a 

degree in sustainable biomaterials 
from the College of Natural Re-
sources and Environment.

Army Capt. Matt Balach, the 

See Zoom, page 6

PHOTO COURTESY OF VITAL1NA FROM PEXELS
Violent extremism and domestic terrorism cases 
are on the rise, and racially motivated extremists 
are the biggest part of that. Virginia Tech’s Ashley 
Reichelmann says belief in such ideologies often 
comes without much coaxing.

See Vaccine, page 5

Officer Micah Pasquarell honored as 
2020 VT Police Officer of the Year

From left: Virginia Tech Police Deputy Chief Tony Haga, 
Officer of the Year Micah Pasquarell, and Chief Mac 
Babb. Photo credit: Virginia Tech Police Department.

community members 
and for excelling in his 
role as residence life 
resource officer within 
the Virginia Tech Police 
Department, forging 
connections with uni-
versity members, and 
helping to lead depart-
mental programming.

Launched in 2011 
by Virginia Tech Police 
and Housing and Resi-
dence Life, the Resi-
dence Life Resource 
Officer Program seeks 
to build interactive and 
educational relation-
ships between Virginia 
Tech Police officers and 
students who live in 
campus residence halls.

At its core, the pro-
gram strives to foster 
a culture of trust, sup-
port, and communi-
cation on campus. A 
team of three resource 
officers engages with 
students and housing 
leaders, delivers educa-
tional programs, con-
ducts residence hall 
walk-throughs with res-
ident advisors, assists in 
emergencies, and serves 
as mentors to students 
who have gone through 
the conduct process.

Since joining Virgin-
ia Tech Police in 2017, 
Pasquarell has built 

Office Micah 
Pasquarell has been hon-
ored as the 2020 Virgin-
ia Tech Police Officer of 
the Year. He was present-
ed with the award during 

a virtual ceremony.
Pasquarell was recog-

nized for his hard-work-
ing attitude, positive 
spirit, and ongoing col-
laboration with campus See Honored, page 2
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Civil rights organization
 5. Cause to lose courage
10. Outside entertaining area
14. Botswana currency
15. Comedic Actor Tim
16. Barbary sheep
17. German river
18. Take
19. Catches
20. Eating houses
22. Consumed
23. Lawyers try them
24. Hugh Jackman character
27. Basics
30. No (Scottish)
31. Duct
32. Athlete who plays for pay
35. Unit of distance
37. Female bird
38. Predatory reptile
39. Regions
40. Dishonorable man

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

41. Dry white Italian wine
42. A way to understand
43. Actors’ organization
44. Beach hut
45. Disappointment
46. Police offi cer
47. Digital audiotape
48. Western Thai people
49. Of a polymer
52. Secret political clique
55. Sound unit
56. Cavalry sword
60. Whale ship captain
61. Eastern Austria spa town
63. Holds food
64. Filippo  __, Saint
65. Holds bottles of milk
66. Intestinal pouches
67. Arab ruler
68. Chicago political family
69. “Transparent” actress Kathryn
CLUES DOWN
 1. Detailed drawing

 2. Class of comb jellies
 3. Musical symbol
 4. Hall of Fame ballplayer Rod
 5. Pouch
 6. Split
 7. Having wings
 8. Set aside
 9. Midway between northeast 
& east
10. Daughter of Acrisius
11. Periods of time
12. Rapper Ice __
13. Any of several candies
21. Units of loudness
23. Central nervous system
25. Resinous secretion of insects
26. 007’s creator
27. Separate from
28. Exposes to view
29. Harsh squeaking sound
32. Fishing vessel (Naut.)
33. Western Ukrainian city
34. The sea

36. Unhappy
37. Old miserable woman
38. Corn comes on it
40. Guinea pig-like mammal
41. Self-immolation by fi re 
rituals
43. Fifth note of a major 
scale
44. Automobile
46. Military title (abbr.)
47. Expunge
49. Chadic language Bura-__
50. Something you win
51. Grab
52. Town in Galilee
53. Polite interruption sound
54. Italian Seaport
57. La __ Tar Pits
58. “To __, his own”
59. Tom Clancy hero Jack
61. These three follow A
62. One of Napoleon’s 
generals

Enjoy
Easy

Giving...

Baskets
with lovely

assortments
already prepared

or custom

Curbside delivery
as needed

860 University City Blvd. • Blacksburg • (540) 951-8102
Mon-Sat 11:30am-4pm • Always convenient, free parking

OBITUARY
Wall, Samuel Marvin 

Samuel Marvin Wall, 
73 of Blacksburg went to 
meet his heavenly father 
on Feb.16, 2021 at Mont-
gomery Regional Hospital. 
He was born in Roanoke 
on June 21, 1947 to the 
late Samuel Harding Wall 
and Kathleen Edna Wall. 
He was preceded in death 
by his father, mother, and 
his eldest sister, Phyllis Mae 
Peachey of Blacksburg. 

Marvin was a United 
States veteran who served three years in 
Germany. He was a retiree of Moog Com-
ponents group. Marvin was a member of 
North Fork Baptist Church in Blacksburg, 
where he served as deacon, Sunday school 
teacher, Sunday school superintendent, 
and a member of the choir. He was a lov-
ing man who devoted his life to serving 
the Lord, caring for his family and culti-

vating his family farm in 
Catawba Valley.   

He is survived by his 
loving wife of 49 years, De-
lores Bailey Wall of Blacks-
burg; brother, Dennis Wall 
of Blacksburg; and sister 
and brother in-law, Sandra 
Wall and James Givens of 
Powhatan, Va. He was the 
devoted father of three 
children, son Travis Wall 
and wife Crystal Wall; 
son Preston Wall and wife 

Katie Wall; and daughter Alicia Wall and 
husband Patrick Slate. Marvin was fondly 
known as “Pappy” to his four grandchil-
dren, Allison Stanley, Lillian Wall, Samuel 
Wall, and Joseph Wall.

A graveside funeral service will be con-
ducted on Sunday, Feb. 21, 2021 at 2 p.m. 
at Westview Cemetery with Pastor Danny 
Collins offi  ciating.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Saturday, Feb. 20:

American Red Cross Babysitter’s 
Training

For ages 11-15 from 9 a.m. until 4 
p.m. at the Blacksburg Community Cen-
ter, 725 Patrick Henry Dr. Th e fee is $65 
for residents and $75 for non-residents. 
Participants will learn to take care of chil-
dren and infants. Included is how to be a 
good leader and role model, making good 
decisions, solving problems and keeping 
children safe. Participants should bring a 
snack and lunch. Th e training includes 
American Red Cross certifi cations for 
babysitting and for pediatric care.

Teens Cook
1 p.m. at the Montgomery Floyd Re-

gional Library online. Learn to make 
lemon curd by watching the librarians 
cook. Contact shodges@mfrl.org for 
more information.

 
Family Game Night
5:30 p.m. at the Montgomery Floyd 

Regional Library online. Join other kids 
and families for a live, interactive game 
night. Participants will play jackbox par-
ty night games in a family friendly set-
ting. Email shodges@mfrl.org for more 
information.

Monday, Feb. 22:
Talking About Books: Fiction Virtual
11 a.m. - noon at the Blacksburg Li-

brary. Join for a discussion of “Th e Al-
truists” by Andrew Ridker. Call ahead to 
reserve a copy and get the link for virtual 
participation.

 
Library Space Camp Kids
3 p.m. at the Christiansburg Library. 

Pick up special Library Space Camp 
kits starting February 22 and make pipe 
cleaner constellations and moon rocks 
and learn about the solar system.

Tuesday, Feb. 23:
Virtual Cooking With Your Instant 

Pot
5:30 p.m. at the Meadowbrook Pub-

lic Library. Join Angie Helm for a virtual 
“Instant Pot” session to learn how to use 
an instant pot to create a quick meal.

 
Science Fiction and Fantasy Book 

Club: virtual
6:30 – 7:30 p.m. at the Blacksburg Li-

brary Join for a virtual discussion of “Th e 
Poppy War” by R.F. Kuang. Call ahead 
to get a copy of this month’s book and to 
get the link. 

Wednesday, Feb. 24:
Introduction to Cross Stitch: Virtual
2 - 3 p.m. at the Blacksburg Library. 

Th is class is perfect for those who have 
always wanted to cross stitch but have 
never known how to start. In this class, 
participants will go over what is needed 
to cross stitch, how to create the basic 
stitches, and how to follow patterns in 
order to create beautiful designs. Th ere 
will even be some history along the way. 
Anyone interested in attending the vir-
tual meeting can email Sally at sstauff er@
mfrl.org.

Friday, Feb. 26:
Teen Creative: Jewelry Making
1 p.m. at the Montgomery Floyd 

Regional Library Library online. Th is 

month’s teen creative video will cover 
jewelry making and will off er up tips, 
tricks, and more.

Saturday, Feb. 27: 
Outdoor Book Sale
10 a.m. - 4 p.m. at the Blacksburg Li-

brary weather permitting. Cost for books 
is $5 per bag or $1 for hardbacks and 
$.50 for paperbacks. Gift books will be 
available for $2 each. Call the library for 
more details and to that the sale will be 
held.

Sunday, Feb. 28:
Blacksburg Disc Golf Fundraiser
Th is is a two-division trophy-only 

event. Th e course has been modifi ed into 
a temporary 16-hole tournament layout. 
Registration is $30 and will include a 
two-disc player pack. Th e money raised 
will be used to reimburse the cost of the 
installation of the new tee pads at Blacks-
burg Municipal Park. Th is is a tee-time 
event. Final tee times will be posted on 
the event page after registration closes 
on the evening of Friday, Feb. 26. Par-
ticipants should arrive at least 15 minutes 
before their designated tee time to check 
in. To register, visit

https://www.discgolfscene.com/tour-
naments/Blacksburg_Municipal_Disc_
Golf_Fundraiser_2021.

Tuesday, March 16:
Radford Reads with Monica Rodden
Join the Radford Public Library at 

6:30 p.m. for a Zoom conversation 
with Monica Rodden, author of “Mon-
sters among Us.” Email Elizabeth at 

elizabeth.sensabaugh@radfordva.gov 
for details about attending. Th e library 
has a limited number of free copies of 
this book to give away while supplies 
last, so those wanting a copy should let 
the staff  know.

Ongoing:
StoryWalk
All the month of February, at the 

Christiansburg Library
Exercise your brain and body as you 

read and walk the trail. Th e walk be-
gins at the College Street entrance of 
Downtown Park. Th is month’s book is 
“Th e Big Red Barn.”

Through Friday, March 
5:

Glencoe Mansion “2020 in Review” 
Art Show

Th e show features artists Cheryl 
Mackian, the Radford Photo Club, and 
Teresa Regil, whose works all appeared 
in the Gallery during 2020. Th e exhibit 
is free and open to the public. 

Through Saturday, April 
24:

‘Unbearable Beauty’ Exhibit at 
Moss Arts Center

Th e exhibit is open each Wednes-
day from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m. and on 
Saturdays from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. 
through Saturday, April 24. Th e exhibit 
is a demonstration of the devastation 
human activity has wreaked on the en-
vironment. It is free and open to the 
public.

positioning himself as the al-
ternative to mainstream news 
and developing relationships 
with audiences that felt per-
sonal – and often off ensive. 
His show sounded nothing 
like public radio and other 
news radio shows.” 

Th e conservative talk-
show host died Wednesday of 
lung cancer. He was 70. USA 
Today reported that his death 
was confi rmed by his wife, 
Kathryn, at the beginning of 
Limbaugh’s radio show, from 
which he had been absent for 
almost two weeks.

Some media analysts cred-
ited him with saving AM ra-
dio.

Duncan recognized what 
a polarizing fi gure Limbaugh 
was when she said “regardless 
of how fact-based my com-
ments on him are, half will 
think I’m understating his 
impact on politics and par-
tisan media and the others 
will think I’m being too soft 
on his misogyny, racism, and 
homophobia. He introduced 
words into the lexicon from 
“Dittohead” to “soccer mom” 

Conservative talk show host Rush Limbaugh dies of cancer at 70

Rush Limbaugh will most be remembered by media 
scholars for the way he changed how people want 
their political news delivered. From someone who 
doesn’t hide their bias, who confidently takes pride in 
their bombastic delivery, according to Virginia Tech’s 
Megan Duncan, an assistant professor in the Virginia 
Tech School of Communication, in the College of 
Liberal Arts and Human Sciences.

Virginia Tech assistant 
professor Megan Duncan, a 
media expert whose research 
focuses on news credibil-
ity, political news and digital 
news audience engagement, 
says conservative radio talk-
show host Rush Limbaugh 
was “a trendsetter and an 
extremely polarizing fi gure” 
whose talk show ushered in 
a new generation of people 
fl ipping their dial over [to 
AM radio] from the music 
stations.”

Duncan said Limbaugh 
“found success in his career by 

to pithy, gross insults. And, 
their prevalence in kitchen-
table conversations spoke 
to the true power he had to 
command audiences and in-
fl uence public opinion.

“I think he’ll most be re-
membered by his listeners as 
someone who explained the 

world of politics in a way that 
engaged him,” Duncan said. 
“I think he’ll be remembered 
by the people who were tar-
geted by his insults and ideo-
logical rhetoric as someone 
who raised the temperature 
on political bigotry.”

Honored from page 1

a strong rapport with 
students and employ-
ees alike. These bonds 
have been integral to 
the continued success of 
the Residence Life Re-
source Officer Program. 
He continues to gain the 
trust of university mem-
bers through his empa-
thy, proactive nature, 
and outstanding listen-
ing skills. 

These positive traits 
have been especially 
key in Pasquarell’s ef-

forts to support students 
throughout the COV-
ID-19 pandemic.

Since the spring 2020 
semester, Pasquarell has 
made it his mission to 
seek out students in 
on-campus housing and 
help offer them com-
panionship during a dif-
ficult and often lonely 
period of time.

He routinely checks 
in on students, spending 
time with them in the 
residence halls, going on 

walks, and meeting with 
them for coffee.

Pasquarell is an en-
gaged contributor in 
many police department 
programs. He is highly 
involved in university 
threat assessment efforts, 
and he is a facilitator for 
One Love, a program 
that raises awareness 
about the warning signs 
of abuse and activates 
communities to work 
to change the statis-
tics about relationship 

violence. Further, he is 
a de-escalation tactics 
instructor and a mem-
ber of the Virginia Tech 
Emergency Response 
team.

“Since I have worked 
with Micah, I have wit-
nessed his knowledge, 
empathy, superior work 
ethic, sense of humor, 
and enthusiasm, all of 
which help elevate and 
extend the reach of many 
Virginia Tech Police De-
partment teams and pro-

grams,” said Caroline 
Green, threat assessment 
team coordinator.

“It is my honor to 
recognize Officer Micah 
Pasquarell as the 2020 
Officer of the Year for 
the Virginia Tech Police 
Department,” said Mac 
Babb, chief of police 
and director of security 
at Virginia Tech. “He 
performs his duties in a 
way that acknowledges 
we are all a team and our 
contributions are not 

made to bring attention 
to ourselves but to ben-
efit those around us. His 
actions are a testament 
to the university motto, 
Ut Prosim.”

Pasquarell draws upon 
a decade of law enforce-
ment in serving the cam-
pus community. Before 
joining Virginia Tech, 
he was an officer with 
the City of Alexandria 
Police Department for 
nearly six-and-a-half 
years.
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OBITUARIES

Dudley, Helen Earley 
Helen Earley Dudley, 

99, of Christiansburg, 
passed away into the lov-
ing arms of her Lord and 
Savior on Saturday, Feb. 
13, 2021. Our family is 
so grateful for the time we 
had with her. 

She was born in Mont-
gomery County on May 
20, 1921, to the late Mar-
tha Gordon Earley and 
George Washington Earley.

She was preceded in 
death by her devoted husband of 67 
years, Melvin M. Dudley; a son, Morris 
W. Dudley; a daughter, Margaret Dudley 
Preston; brothers Jim, John, Frank, and 
Wilson Earley; and sisters Delia Smith, 
Pearl Akers, Lucy Akers, and Hazel Oli-
ver. 

Surviving are her daughters, Carolyn 

DeHart (Edgar)and Evelyn 
Ratcliff e; daughter-in-law 
Maxine C. Dudley; son-
in-law Donald G. Pres-
ton; grandchildren Edgar 
H. DeHart, Jr. (Tabitha), 
Stephanie Carico, Donald 
G. Preston, Jr., Brian Rat-
cliff e (Melissa) and Chris-
tina Dudley; and six great-
grandchildren. 

Th e family would like 
to extend their apprecia-
tion to Good Samaritan 

Hospice (especially Denise, Kayla and 
Brittney) for their outstanding care of our 
mother during the last three months. 

In lieu of fl owers, please consider a 
memorial gift to the Shawsville Rescue 
Squad or Good Samaritan Hospice. Ser-
vices will be private. Arrangements by 
McCoy Funeral Home, Blacksburg.

Gilmore, Stephanie 
Stephanie Gilmore passed 

away peacefully at home, 
held in love by her family. 
She had just celebrated her 
79th birthday.

Stephanie was the old-
est child and only daughter 
of Della (Cecil) and Robert 
Gilmore. She is survived by 
her brothers, Tim Gilmore 
and Kim Gilmore, and was 
predeceased by her brother, 
Jim Gilmore. 

Stephanie was born in 
Des Moines, Iowa, and grew up in the So-
noma Valley in California. She was valedic-
torian of her eighth-grade class at Dunbar 
Union Elementary School, graduated from 
Sonoma Valley Union High School in 
1959, and attended the University of Min-
nesota. She transferred to UC Berkeley and 
married William Th omas in 1962.

After she graduated from UC Berkeley 
in 1963 with a degree in English literature, 
she and Bill went to American Samoa to 
teach English. Upon their return to Cali-
fornia, they had three children: Katie, Eric 
and Megan. After her divorce, Stephanie at-
tended graduate school at Antioch Univer-
sity and graduated in 1979 with a master of 
arts with a concentration in urban studies 
and planning. 

She worked in public health for over 30 
years, eventually relocating to Columbia, 
Mo., and retiring in 2004 from her posi-
tion as the fi rst-ever Chief of the Offi  ce on 
Women’s Health for the State of Missouri.

She then moved to Blacksburg and be-
came a beloved and active member of her 
housing community, Shadowlake Village, 
and the Unitarian Universalist Congrega-
tion. She reveled in being Granny to Eric 

and Anna LoMascolo’s chil-
dren, William and Maggie, 
and developed a deep and 
aff ectionate relationship 
with Anna.

Stephanie later became 
Granny to Megan and Scott 
Barr’s son, Evan, and built 
a meaningful connection 
with Scott around his work 
in social justice and under-
served communities. She 
connected with Katie’s hus-
band, Michael Th omasson, 

over their shared love of history and travel. 
Stephanie often talked about how proud 

she was of her kids; she loved watching Ka-
tie build a non-profi t agency and nurture 
many budding therapists. She delighted 
in Eric’s growth and development into the 
amazing high school history teacher of 22 
years that he is, and she treasured Megan’s 
almost 30-year career as an educator.

She was very close to her three brothers 
Jim, Tim and Kim, and their wives, Julie 
Eichenburger, Pamela Wiley, and Sue Katz. 
She also had close relationships with her 
eight nieces and nephews, who all adored 
her.

Stephanie was an adventurous woman, 
at one point strapping a kayak to the roof 
of her car and traveling around the U.S. 
exploring, and later in life living her dream 
of owning a VW Westphalia Vanagon and 
setting off  on camping and traveling adven-
tures.

She is remembered by all who knew her 
as a community-minded, loving and giving 
soul who shed much light on all around her. 
A celebration of life will be held this sum-
mer at the Unitarian Universalist Congre-
gation in Blacksburg.

Harris, Brenda McCoy 
Brenda McCoy Har-

ris, 77, of Blacksburg, died 
unexpectedly Tuesday, Feb. 
16, 2021, at her home.

She was born in Chris-
tiansburg on Aug. 19, 1943, 
to the late Everett Douglas 
and Pauline Ury Croy Mc-
Coy. She was preceded in 
death by her husband, Ron-
ald Sherwood Harris. 

She was a longtime 
member of Community 
Christian Church, McCoy, 
practicing a strong Christian faith in Jesus 
Christ. Brenda retired from the graduate 
school at Virginia Tech after over 45 years 
of dedicated service. She enjoyed being a 
green thumb raising her beautiful plants 
and fl owers, as well as enjoying feeding 
and watching the birds outside. Above all 
else, she had a great love for her children 
and grandchildren. 

She is survived by her daughters and 

sons-in-law, Michele and 
Greg Dudash and Tracy 
and Mike Freeman; a son 
and daughter-in-law, Chad 
and Karen Harris; grand-
children Scott Harris, 
Bryant Harris, and Owen 
Freeman; a sister and 
brother-in-law, Rhonda 
and Doug Minnix; several 
nieces and nephews, nu-
merous cousins, and her 
work family at the graduate 
shool. 

Funeral services will be conducted to-
day, Saturday, Feb. 20, 2021, at 11 a.m. 
at the Community Christian Church, Mc-
Coy, with Mr. Chris Brandow offi  ciating. 
Interment will follow in the Albert-Scott 
Family Cemetery, McCoy.

Th e family will receive friends from 
10 a.m. until service time Saturday at the 
church. Arrangements by McCoy Funeral 
Home, Blacksburg.

Johnson, Lee Warren 
Lee Warren Johnson, 

82, of Blacksburg, died on 
Feb. 14, 2021.

He is remembered fond-
ly by his wife of 57 years, 
Rochelle H. Johnson; by 
his son and daughter-in-
law, Eric and Ali Johnson 
of Palmyra, Va.; by his son 
and daughter-in-law, Mark 
Johnson and Hannah Wit-
tman of Vancouver, Brit-
ish Columbia; and by his 
four grandsons: Quinn 
and Casey of Palmyra, and Noah and Eli 
Johnson of Vancouver, B.C. He is also 
survived by his brothers, Mike of Lafay-
ette, La., Gus of Slidell, La., and Eric of 
Picayune, Miss.

He was predeceased by his brother, 
Paul; his sister, Cathy; his mother, Violet; 
and his father, Warren. 

Lee was born in Appleton, Minn., and 
graduated from Belle Chasse High School 

in Plaquemines Parish, La. 
In 1967, after completing 
his PhD at Michigan State, 
Rochelle and he moved to 
Blacksburg where he began 
teaching mathematics at 
Virginia Tech.

In retirement Rochelle 
and he spent many years 
creating memories togeth-
er through extensive travel, 
spending quality time with 
family and friends and 
simply being with each 

other at home. He very much enjoyed his 
students, teaching, research and writing 
mathematics books. He was a loyal Hokie 
to the end.

His family will miss his kind and lov-
ing demeanor, his special sense of humor 
and the wisdom he bestowed. A memo-
rial service will be held later this year. Ar-
rangements by McCoy Funeral Home, 
Blacksburg.

Kimbleton, Kenneth Nickles
Kenneth Nickles Kimble-

ton, 89, of Dublin, passed 
away Saturday, February 13, 
2021.

He was owner and opera-
tor of K&K Marina and was 
formerly with the Radford 
City Police Department.

He was the last surviving 
member of his immediate 
family, having been preced-
ed in death by his parents, 
Charles and Mary Kimble-
ton, and his wife, Ruby Al-
bert Kimbleton.

Survivors include his sons and daugh-
ters-in-law, Kenny and Sharon Kimbleton 
of Belspring and Eddie and Terry Kimble-
ton of Dublin; grandchildren Kim, Josh, 

Nick, Justin and Charlea; 
great-grandchildren, Cal, 
CC, Colton and Trent; and 
many other relatives and 
friends.

Graveside services will 
be held at 2 p.m. on Th urs-
day, Feb. 25, 2021, in the 
Highland Memory Gardens 
Mausoleum in Dublin with 
the Rev. Roger Graves and 
Bill Dotson offi  ciating.

In lieu of fl owers, please 
consider donations to Good 

Samaritan Hospice or the charity of your 
choice.

Th e Kimbleton family is in the care of 
Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory in 
Radford.

Price, Jr., James Albert 
James Albert Price, Jr., 

96, of Lynchburg, died, 
Sunday, Feb. 14, 2021.

He was born in Pem-
broke on Aug. 24, 1924, 
to the late James A. Sr., and 
Cella Johnson Price. He 
was preceded in death by 
his loving wife of 67 years, 
Verna; one son, Bryan Scott 
Price; a sister Francis Short-
er; and a brother, Daniel 
Price.

He was a veteran of 
World War II, having served in the United 
States Army. He received his bachelor’s 
degree from Virginia Tech and his masters 
and Ph.D. from the University of Vir-
ginia. He taught at several schools in the 
Lynchburg area before becoming a pro-
fessor in the engineering fi eld at Central 
Virginia Community College. Jim loved 

farming and enjoyed teach-
ing. He was stern but very 
fair. Above all, he enjoyed 
watching his grandsons 
play sports. 

He is survived by his son 
and daughter-in-law, Steve 
Price and Suzanne; grand-
sons Stephen Price and 
wife, Blair, and Eric Price 
and wife, Allison; two beau-
tiful great-granddaughters, 
Carleigh Ann and Caro-
line Rae Price; a sister, Lois 

Wootton and her husband, Frank; as well 
as numerous nieces and nephews. 

A graveside service will be held on Tues-
day, Feb. 23, 2021, at 2 p.m. at Westview 
Cemetery, Blacksburg, with the Rev. Gary 
McCoy offi  ciating.

Arrangements by McCoy Funeral 
Home, Blacksburg. 

Mallery, Deanna Burnett 
Deanna Burnett Mallery, 78, of Rad-

ford, passed away Tuesday, Feb. 16, 2021.
Left to cherish her memory is her hus-

band of 43 years, Gary E. Mallery.

Service will be private.
Th e Mallery family is in the care of 

Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory in 
Radford. www.mullinsfuneralhome.com.

Extremism from page 1

“While groupthink 
does not explain how 
individuals come to be-
lieve such ideas, it could 
explain how they can re-
main captivated with lit-
tle to no ability to reflect 
on the ideas’ plausibility 
or lack of evidence,” the 
VT associate professor 
said.

Last fall, FBI Direc-
tor Christopher Wray 
testified that domestic 
terrorism cases are on 
the rise and that racially 
motivated extremists are 
the biggest part of that, 
particularly those with 
white supremacist ide-
ologies.

Reichelmann believes 
that, “In order to more 
fully understand how 
extremist forces relate to 
race and racial animos-

ity, we would need to 
step back and consider 
socio-historical changes 
that have resulted in a 
feeling of lost commu-
nity, a lack of discussion 

about the historical facts 
of how the country ar-
rived at its current state 
and the evolving narra-
tive about racial identity 
in the United States.”
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As I continue my romp 
through my personal Hall of 
Memories otherwise known 
as my time loop  (Hey, 
when you’re my age, the 
past is about the most fun-
fi lled place to spend time 
in because there’s so much 
of it.), one of my favorite 
memories is of the weekend 
I helped play Cupid.

You know Cupid. Th at 
mostly naked little fat cher-
ub who has a penchant for 
fl ying around and shooting 
folks with arrows. He got 
me with one a long time 
ago, and it must have come 
with a lifetime guarantee. 
It’s still working.

One conviction I have 
steadfastly maintained over 
the years is that romance 
was one of the casualties of 

the sexual revolution. When 
our preoccupation as a cul-
ture turned from love to sex, 
we were cheapened. If Cu-
pid is dead, he died of a bro-
ken heart. Poor little booger.

I have done my part to 
keep romance off  life sup-
port by consistently spoiling 
the wife as I did this past 
Valentine’s Day just like ev-
ery such day for decades. It’s 
one of the greatest pleasures 
of my life.

But thoughts of romance 
sent me spiraling back to 
one special Valentine’s Day 
weekend when romance and 
love were alive and well, not 
to mention rare, precious, 
and beautiful. Cupid was 
about his business of sling-
ing arrows all over the place 
in the environs of beauti-

ful, touristy, fakey Alpine 
Helen, a tiny burg in the 
North Georgia Mountains. 
Many years ago, someone 
with vision decided to take 
advantage of the little town’s 
scenic location and turned it 
into an Alpine village. Until 
the powers that be tackied it 
up, Helen was an incredible 
place to visit and a surefi re 
location at which to relight 
the fi res of romance.

I know for sure Cupid 
was alive in Helen that par-
ticular weekend because I 
played his part. Well, actu-
ally, I assisted Cupid. Well, 
actually, I just sort of got out 
of the way and didn’t mess 
anything up.

Our best friends got en-
gaged that weekend, and 
they’re still at that marriage 
thing today, years down the 
road. One thing for sure, it 
wasn’t any spur-of-the-mo-

ment thing. It was, in fact, 
done up the way you see it 
in your favorite Hallmark 
movie or romcom. Com-
pletely by surprise.

When dessert was 
brought to our table at a 
fancy little restaurant, writ-
ten out in chocolate was 
“Will You Marry Me?” with 
a diamond ring sitting right 
smack dab in the middle of 
the strawberry shortcake.

Th at’s not all. Th e pro-
posal came complete with a 
dozen red roses, a bottle of 
champagne with a custom 
label noting the engage-
ment day and their names, 
a violinist from the Atlanta 
Opera (who, by the way, 
didn’t know ‘Can’t Help 
Falling in Love.’ Maybe af-
ter that request, they started 
doing some Elvis at the op-
era.), and a bending of the 
knee.

She said yes. To no one’s 
surprise except her own.

Even the staff  at the res-
taurant was all choked up 
and crying. Th e only folks 
in the place not caught 
up in the romance were 
two couples at an adjacent 
table, both of whom were 
saddled with infants. Th ey 
just stared in an all-knowing 
sort of way.

I’ve got to admit it was 
pretty spectacular. Kind of 
made me feel like something 
of a piker and an unroman-
tic slob with my three little 
gifts for my spouse, two of 
which were purchased on 
sale. Hey, even Cupid has 
to pay for his arrows. Gets a 
volume discount.

I had a small role in the 
subterfuge, but my greatest 
feat lay in not spilling the 
beans for the weeks leading 
up to the big day. I accom-

plished my part by not en-
gaging the future fi ancee in 
any conversation that didn’t 
run much past “Hello. How 
are you?”

But lemme tell you. My 
romantic friend came in 
second place for the week-
end. All he got for Valen-
tine’s Day was a fi ancee.

I got Jimmy Buff ett con-
cert tickets.

Th e author is a man of a 
certain age who, as he has 
admitted in the past in a 
column or two, is a hope-
less romantic, even putting 
his ManCard constantly at 
risk by shamelessly watch-
ing Hallmark movies and 
publicly admitting that the 
romantic comedies Notting 
Hill and You’ve Got Mail 
are among his favorite mov-
ies.
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OPINION
Do I look like Cupid?

Update: COVID-19 vaccine continues rollout in New River Health District
Since December, more than 

15,000 people have received fi rst 
and second doses of the corona-
virus vaccine through the New 
River Health District. 

Th e district continues to 
schedule vaccine appointments 
for people in the phase 1a and 1b 
priority groups, but vaccine sup-
ply remains low, Noelle Bissell, 
the district’s health director, said 
Wednesday during a weekly vir-
tual update with members of the 
news media.

Th e district receives 2,000 vac-

cine doses each week from the 
Virginia Department of Health.

“Vaccine demand still far ex-
ceeds our supply,” Bissell said. 
“We simply cannot vaccinate 
anyone who needs or wants it in 
short order, so we still have to ask 
for patience.”

Along with its own vaccination 
clinics, the district is partnering 
with about 20 local pharmacies 
and medical providers to admin-
ister the vaccine to people age 65 
and older, based on the state’s pri-
oritization guidelines.

Some CVS Pharmacy locations 
in the region now are administer-
ing the vaccine for people age 65 
and older as part of a federal allo-
cation that is not connected with 
the New River Health District, 
Bissell said. Some Walgreens and 
Walmart stores plan to follow suit, 
she said.

Despite the massive vaccina-
tion eff ort, the coronavirus still is 
spreading in the community, in-
cluding in some pockets of college 
students within the health district, 
Bissell said.

Even so, she said “that is some-
thing that we expected” with the 
return of students.

Th rough its business continu-
ity team, the district is working 
with large employers in the region, 
such as K-12 schools, to schedule 
vaccination clinics for employees. 
Once the district moves to the 
phase 1c priority group and has 
available vaccine supplies, it will 
work with colleges and universi-
ties to register and schedule em-
ployees for vaccines, and it will 
plan onsite clinics to accommo-

date thousands, Bissell said.
She expects the district’s dos-

age supply to increase once sev-
eral new vaccine versions are ap-
proved.

“We know that we can run 
sites to where we can vaccinate 
thousands of people in a day, so 
it’s just putting all of those logis-
tics together,” she said. “And it’s 
having the vaccine.”

— Written by 
Jenny Kincaid Boone

Bill authorizes Virginia dentists 
to administer COVID-19 vaccine

RICHMOND -- Gov. Ralph 
Northam Wednesday signed emer-
gency legislation allowing dentists and 
other health care professionals to ad-
minister COVID-19 vaccines. With 
the Governor’s signature, the bill be-
came law immediately.

Senate Bill 1445, sponsored by 
Senator Siobhan S. Dunnavant (R-
Henrico) and House Bill 2333, spon-
sored by Delegate Lamont Bagby 
(D-Richmond) permits any qualifi ed 
and available health care provider in 
Virginia to volunteer to administer 
COVID-19 vaccines.

Virginia dentists have already been 

preparing to apply their experience 
and expertise toward the collective 
fi ght against the coronavirus, accord-
ing to the Virginia Dental Association, 
which represents more than 3,900 
member dentists across the common-
wealth.

“Virginia Dental Association mem-
ber dentists are eager to step up and 
help with the COVID-19 vaccine 
eff ort,” said Dr. Frank Iuorno, presi-
dent of the Virginia Dental Associa-
tion. “As additional COVID-19 vac-
cines become available, the ability to 
include dentists in local rollout plans 
gives health districts one more tool to 

accelerate distribution. Dentists are 
highly-trained and probably give more 
injections than any other health care 
professional.”

Many Virginia dentists have already 
completed the Virginia Department of 
Health’s COVID-19 Vaccine Provider 
Intent Form. Th e form is the fi rst step 
for any provider interested in adminis-
tering the COVID-19 vaccine.

Dentists and dental students in 
good academic standing are now able 
to volunteer at vaccination events 
throughout the state and more easily 
are now able to off er space to host vac-
cination clinics.

WalletHub study: Virginia is sixth 
most educated state in America

With many students continuing 
their education remotely during the 
COVID-19 pandemic and data show-
ing a correlation between higher edu-
cation levels, higher income and lower 
unemployment rates, the personal-fi -
nance website WalletHub has released 
its report on 2021’s Most and Least 
Educated States in America. Th e study 
determined Virginia to be the sixth 
most educated state in the country.

To determine the most educated 
states, WalletHub compared all 50 

states across 18 metrics that exam-
ined the key factors of a well-educated 
population. Th e metrics included 
educational attainment, school qual-
ity, achievement gaps between genders 
and races; the percentage of residents 
with a high school diploma, an as-
sociate degree or college experience, 
a bachelor’s degree, and graduate or 
professional degrees; the average uni-
versity quality, and the gender gap in 
educational attainment.

Among the commonwealth’s high-

est fi nishes in the survey was fi rst in the 
gender gap in educational attainment, 
fourth in percentage of residents with 
graduate/professional degrees, sixth in 
percentage of residents with bachelor’s 
degrees, and eighth in percentage of 
residents with associate degrees or col-
lege experience.

Finishing fi rst through fi fth in the 
survey of the nation’s best educated 
states (in order) were Massachusetts, 
Maryland, Connecticut, Vermont, 
and Colorado.
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ANGLICAN CATHOLIC
St. Peter the Apostle Anglican Church, 230 
W. First St., Christiansburg, VA.  Fr Peter 
Geromel OHI Th.M., Vicar,   Fr. Alex Darby, 
“Associate”, 540-382-0432/540-270-9166. 
Sundays: 8:00 am & 10:00 am Holy Eucharist 
followed by Christian Education and refresh-
ments. Holy Communion most Thursdays at 
12Noon, other Holy Days as announced. Tradi-
tional services use the 1928 Book of Common 
Prayer and 1940 Hymnal. Handicapped acces-
sible. All are welcome. Come worship with us! 
Website: www.stpetersacc.org. Follow us on 
Facebook
St. Philip’s Anglican Church, 306 Progress 
Street, NE, Blacksburg, Virginia 24060, (540) 
552-1771, www.stphilipsblacksburg.org. Rev-
erend Fr. Wade Miller, Priest. Eucharist Sun-
days at 11am and Wednesday’s at 12pm.
St. Thomas Anglican Church - located at 4910 
Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Li-
turgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  
Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.sttofc.org for 
midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E 
on Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910).

BAPTIST
First Baptist Church on 3rd Ave., 215 Third 
Ave. at the corner with Downey St. We are 
committed to personal spiritual growth and 
to providing leadership in community minis-
try. We celebrate the dignity and worth of all 
persons, created in the image of God. Sunday 
Bible Study Groups - 9:45, Sunday Worship - 
11:00. Website: www.fbcradford.org, 540-639-
4419. Worship is broadcast live on JOY radio, 
93.1 FM and 890 AM.
Trinity Community Church, 1505 N. Franklin 
Street, C’burg. John Altizer, Lead Pastor, Brian 
Cockram, Associate Pastor, 382-8121. Worship 
at 10:45 a.m., Outreach Ministries - 6:00p.m. 
Wednesday, Growth Groups - 5:00p.m. Sun-
day, Youth and Children’s Ministry - 5:00p.m. 
Sunday, www.trinitycburg.org

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Blacksburg Church of Christ, 315 Eakin 
St., 552-1331. Sun. Bible Classes 9:30 a.m., 
Sun. Worship 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m., Wed. Bible 
classes, 7 p.m., Outreach Minister Curt Seright, 
Community Minister Tom Gilliam.
Faith Christian Church of Christ, 305 3rd 
Street, Christiansburg, David Rhudy, Minis-
ter, 382-4628, Sunday School 10 am; Worship 
11 am; Evening Worship 6:30 pm; Wednesday 
night Bible Study for Women and Men 6:30 
pm. We welcome you to any and all of our ser-
vices.

CHURCH OF GOD
New Hope Church of God, 1404 Mud Pike 
Rd., C’Burg. Rev. T. Michael Bond, pastor, 
731-3178. Sun. School 10 a.m., Worship 10:50 
a.m., 6 p.m. Thurs., 7:00 p.m.
West Radford Church of God, 1824 West 
Main Street, Radford, VA 24141, Sunday 
School– 10:00A.M. Morning Worship– 
11:00A.M., Children’s Church 11:00A.M. 
Sunday Evening – 6:00P.M., Wednesday Night 
– 7:00P.M., Pastor Danny Newman, Church 
Of  ce – 540-639-6562 or 804- 921-0828.

CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
Christiansburg Church of the Brethren, 310 
South Franklin Street. Pastor: Paul J. Stover Jr. 
540-797-5015. Sunday School 10 a.m.; Morn-
ing Worship 11 a.m.; Bible Study 10:30 a.m. 
Tuesdays. Website: www.christiansburgcob.
org. A loving family, fueled by the Holy Spirit, 
grounded in God’s Word, and delivering Jesus 
forgiveness and love to all people.  Come as 
you are... you are welcomed!

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, the Path of Spiritual Freedom, 
is located at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 
24016.  However, due to COVID-19, the Light 
& Sound Services and other ECK programs are 

currently available online through 
Zoom.  Visit www.eck-va.org for 
program listings, www.meetup.
com/Roanoke-Spiritual-Experi-
ences-Group, or call 540-353-5365 
and leave a message.  We will re-
turn your call.  Also visit www.
eckankar.org for more information 
about how the teachings of Eckan-
kar lead you to spiritual freedom.

LUTHERAN
Luther Memorial Lutheran 
Church ELCA, 600 Prices Fork 
Rd, Blacksburg. Weekly Online 
Worship at www.lmlc.org. We are a 
Reconciling in Christ congregation 
that welcomes and af  rms all peo-
ple just as they are. For information 
on Bible studies and Wednesday 
Vespers, email luthermemorial-
blacksburg@gmail.com, or contact 
the church of  ce, (540) 951-1000. 
Rev. Monica Weber, pastor.

MULTI-CULTURAL
NON-DENOMINATIONAL

Christian Growth Center, 1850 
Electic Way, Christiansburg, VA 
24073 (beside Hubbell Lighting). 
Sunday Worship: 9:30am Prayer, 
10:00am Service *Nursery Avail-
able. Lead Pastor: Todd Hallinan. 
Founding Pastor: Rob Sowell. Mis-
sion: Sow, Grow, & Go Sow Faith! 
Grow in Righteousness! Go into all 
the world in the authority of the be-
liever! 540-382-2908.

PENTECOSTAL HOLINESS
Merrimac Pentecostal Holiness 
Church, Rev. Richard Hall (540) 
552-7194. pastorhall29@gmail.
com. Sunday School at 10 a.m. and 
morning worship is 11 a.m. Eve-
ning service at 6 p.m. and Wednes-
day at 7 p.m.
Radford Worship Center, 1820 
Second Street, Radford, 639-
6287, Our music is passionate, 
our worship is real, and Pastor 
Hal Adams brings relevant mes-
sages for everyone at any place 
on their journey, Sunday Worship 
Experience at 9:00 AM & 10:45 
AM, Wednesday Family Night 
at 7 PM, Children Ministry pro-
vided for all services, join us as 
Love, Grow, Serve,  nd us on 
facebook and Instagram
Walton Pentecostal Holiness 
Church, 4003 Morning Glory 
Rd., off Walton Rd. on Rt. 114. 
731-1755. Lee Sarver, pastor. 
Sun. School 9:30 a.m., Worship 
10:30 a.m. & 6: p.m., Wed., 7 
p.m.

UNITED METHODIST
Asbury United Methodist 
Church, 500 Stuart Street, Chris-
tiansburg. 540-382-0743. Rev. 
Ryan Schaeffer. Sunday School, 
10:15 a.m., Sunday Worship, 
11:30 a.m., Wednesday Bible 
Study 7pm, alternating month’s 

with Schaeffer Memorial Bap-
tist Church, Senior Bible Study 
Thursday, 10:30 a.m. All are wel-
come.
Central United Methodist 
Church, 803 Wadsworth Street, 
Radford. 639-3529. 8:30 a.m. 
Sunday Services: 8:30am (inter-
preter provided); 9:45am Sunday 
School (interpreter provided); 
and 11:00a.m. Wednesday Bible 
Study: 6:30p.m. Child care is 
provided. www.centralmethodist-
church.com.
St. Paul United Method-
ist Church, 220 W. Main St., 
C’Burg. Rev. Moonsup “Paul” 
Song (540) 382-2410. Sunday 
Worship 10 a.m., Sunday School 9 
a.m. Live streaming Sunday Ser-
vice - www.twitch.tv/stpaulumc
Wesley Memorial United Meth-
odist Church, 350 Stafford 
Drive, Christiansburg, VA 24073, 
Sunday School 10am, Sunday 
Worship Service 11am.

WESLEYAN
Christ Wesleyan Church, 525 
Harkrader Street, C’burg. Face-
book LIVE service Sundays at 
9:00 AM., Public Worship service 
at 11:00 AM. Sunday School for 
adults - 10:00 AM.  Pastor: Gale 
Janofski  574-306-7682. Website: 
christwesleyanchurch.org

Montgomery County
Worship Directory

Read Numbers 30:1 through 
31:54

The story is told of an an-
thropologist studying an Af-
rican tribe. Placing a basket 
of sweets under a tree, he 
had the tribe’s children line 
up some distance away. He 
told them that the fi rst to 
reach the candy would get 
the whole basket, and he 
shouted, “Go!” The children 
immediately linked arms and 
ran as one to the tree, where 
they all enjoyed the treats. 
Astonished, the anthropolo-
gist asked for an explanation. 
“We can’t be happy,” they an-
swered, “if one of us is sad.”

God repeatedly encouraged 
Israel to see themselves as one 
united people. They were to 

all share His blessings, not 
just a privileged few.

“Divide the spoils equally be-
tween the soldiers who took 
part in the battle and the rest 
of the community” (Numbers 
31:27).

God wants that same sense 
of community to permeate 
His Church. We have talents, 
fi nancial resources, and time 
the Lord has generously given 
us. How can we share them 
with others? How can we use 
them to lift up the name of 
Jesus in this world?

Thought for Today: Every-
thing God has given you was 
intended to bless the world.

Quicklook: Numbers 31:25–31

All Together

If your church is not listed and if you are interested, 
call Randy Thompson at 540-389-9355
or email at advertise@ourvalley.org

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Vaccine from page 1

center has English- and Span-
ish-speaking agents and a call-
back service in more than 100 
other languages. TTY service is 
available to assist people who 
are deaf or hard of hearing. If 
wait times are long, Virginians 
can choose to get a call-back 
and avoid having to stay on 
hold. Call volume is expected 
to be very high during the fi rst 
week of operation.

To complete a pre-registra-
tion, callers will be asked to 
provide some basic informa-
tion to determine eligibility, 
including their social security 
number or their immigration 
status. Anyone who pre-regis-
ters will receive a pre-registra-
tion confi rmation and a refer-
ence code that can be used to 
verify that they are still on the 
waiting list. Individuals can 
also specify whether they prefer 
to be contacted by phone, text, 
or email.

Pre-registration gives Vir-
ginians the opportunity to get 
updates about vaccine avail-
ability and to make an ap-
pointment when vaccine sup-
ply allows. It does not provide 
immediate access to a vaccine. 
When registered persons be-
come eligible for the vaccine, 

they will receive instructions 
from a local health department 
on how to schedule an ap-
pointment.

More than 12 percent of 
Virginia’s population has now 
received at least one dose of the 
vaccine. Across the country, de-
mand for the COVID-19 vac-
cine currently far exceeds sup-
ply, and it is expected to take 
several months to reach all in-
dividuals who want to be vac-
cinated. Th e commonwealth 
is prioritizing individuals who 
are most at-risk of contracting 
COVID-19 and those who 
work in certain critical indus-
tries, based on public health 
guidelines from the federal 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention.

Virginians who qualify for 
Groups 1A and 1B are current-
ly eligible for vaccinations. Th is 
includes health care personnel, 
residents and staff  of long-
term care facilities, people age 
65 and older, frontline essen-
tial workers, those living and 
working in homeless shelters 
and correctional facilities, and 
individuals with underlying 
medical conditions or disabili-
ties that increase their risk of se-
vere illness from COVID-19.

Moog from page 1

in Virginia with multiple 
locations totaling more 
than 1,200 employees.

“Virginia’s aerospace 
sector is strong, and 
Moog is a valuable con-
tributor to our leader-
ship position in this 
sector,” said Virginia’s 
Secretary of Commerce 
and Trade, Brian Ball. 
“We are proud that 
the company develops 
revolutionary aerospace 
technology from its 
growing operations in 
Montgomery County. 
Th is announcement, 
and the creation of 75 
high-quality jobs, repre-
sents an important step 
forward as we work to 
rebound from this global 
health crisis.”

“Moog is excited to 
be expanding in Vir-
ginia and Montgomery 
County, in particular,” 
said Janet Byrne-Safi er, 
Vice President of Moog’s 
Power and Data Sec-
tor. “As we look to sup-
port our growing busi-
ness in established and 
new markets, the focus 
has been on develop-

ing geographic centers 
of excellence with ready 
access to a diverse talent 
pool. Moog appreciates 
the assistance and coop-
eration of Montgomery 
County and the Virginia 
Economic Develop-
ment Partnership and 
its Virginia Jobs Invest-
ment Program in this 
endeavor.

Th e Virginia Eco-
nomic Development 
Partnership (VEDP) 
worked with Montgom-
ery County to secure the 
project for Virginia and 
will support Moog’s job 
creation through the 
Virginia Jobs Investment 
Program (VJIP). VJIP 
provides consultative 
services and funding to 
companies creating new 
jobs in order to support 
employee recruitment 
and training activities. 
As a business incentive 
supporting economic 
development, VJIP re-
duces the human re-
source costs of new and 
expanding companies. 
VJIP is state-funded, 
demonstrating Virginia’s 

commitment to enhanc-
ing job opportunities for 
citizens.

Moog was recently 
selected to participate in 
VEDP’s award-winning 
Virginia Leaders in Ex-
port Trade (VALET) 
Program. VALET is an 
application-based, two-
year global export ac-
celeration program that 
provides participating 
companies with assis-
tance from a team of ex-
perienced international 
service providers to help 
meet their export goals.

“When an exist-
ing company not only 
decides to stay in our 
community, but also 
fl ourishes to the point 
of expansion, well, that’s 
when we know that we 
are all doing something 
right,” said Steve Fi-
jalkowski, chair of the 
Montgomery County 
Board of Supervisors. 
“Moog is a growing 
global company with a 
strong history in devel-
oping advanced technol-
ogies. We’re proud that 
they are a part of Mont-

gomery County.”
“Moog’s exciting news 

of expansion into Chris-
tiansburg is a great exam-
ple of economic achieve-
ment through the hard 
work of a talented and 
committed workforce,” 
said Nick Rush, delegate 
from Virginia’s 7th House 
district, which covers 
Floyd County and parts of 
Montgomery and Pulaski 
counties. “I extend my 
personal congratulations 
and appreciation to Moog 
for its local, regional, and 
global contributions, along 
with best wishes for con-
tinued success.
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For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Experienced 
grocery shopper,  
Prep cook, cook, 

meal planner,  
and dietitian.  

Help Wanted - 
General

Legals - City of 
Radford

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

ON PROPOSED 
PLAN OF FINANCE 

AND REVENUE 
BOND FINANCING 

BY THE 
ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY OF 

THE CITY OF 
RADFORD, 

VIRGINIA FOR THE 
BENEFIT OF 
PROVIDENT 

GROUP  
RADFORD 

PROPERTIES LLC 

Legals - City of 
Radford

Legals - City of 
Radford

Legals - City of 
Radford

BAG 

A GREAT 
DEAL IN THE 
CLASSIFIEDS!

To place 
your ad, 

call 
389-9355

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

CITY OF 
RADFORD, 
VIRGINIA 

Legals - City of 
Radford

Zoom from page 1

ground liaison to the 374th Air-
lift Wing in Japan. He graduat-
ed in 2007 with a degree in his-
tory from the College of Liberal 
Arts and Human Sciences.

Army Maj. Brian Alberts, 
the support operations offi  cer 
for the 173rd Infantry Brigade 
Company Team (Airborne) in 
Italy. He graduated in 2008 
with a degree in history.

Navy Lt. Cmdr. Anthony 
LaVopa, the commander of the 
USS Hurricane based in Bah-

rain. He graduated in 2008 
with a degree in civil engineer-
ing from the College of Engi-
neering.

Iowa National Guard Maj. 
Nick Nelson, the liaison offi  cer 
to the Kosovo Force. He gradu-
ated in 2007 with a degree in 
history.

Th eir collective message to 
cadets was to use the experi-
ences off ered at Virginia Tech 
and the Corps of Cadets to be 
ready to lead on day one of their 

military careers.
Alberts told cadets he de-

ployed to Afghanistan six 
months after commissioning as 
a second lieutenant. He found 
himself trying to adapt to lead-
ership while battling blistering 
heat and rocket attacks. “It re-
ally is a sobering experience,” he 
said.

But he was able to draw on 
the lessons learned in the corps, 
such as how to enforce standards 
and how to build relationships 

to help get his footing. “I wasn’t 
as green as I thought,” he said.

Today as a support operations 
offi  cer, Alberts provides logistics 
and sustainment to 3,000 Army 
soldiers on three continents. 
“You don’t really fathom having 
that much responsibility com-
ing out of the corps,” he said.

Th at isn’t to say that leader-
ship is easy, the offi  cers said. It’s 
fi lled with diffi  cult decisions, 
problems to solve, and high-
stress moments.

“Being stressed out is OK 
because those are character 
building moments,” Jarvis said. 
“Th ey help build your sense of 
humor, and a sense of humor 
is a pretty important leadership 
skill.”

“Be ready to think outside 
the box,” LaVopa said. “Th e 
military needs more people that 
can think outside the norm, get 
out of the normal ‘this is how 
we’ve always done it’ and be cre-
ative.”

HomeStage from page 1

MacArthur Fellowship re-
cipient Valeria Luiselli’s syn-
thesize her experiences as a 
court interpreter for unac-
companied child migrants 
caught in the labyrinth of 
U.S. immigration policy. 
Th ese experiences fi gure 
prominently in her latest 
novel, “Lost Children Ar-
chive.” Streamed live from 
the Luiselli’s home, this 
event features a reading 
from the author; an inter-
view moderated by Carmen 
Giménez Smith, Virginia 
Tech professor of English 
and 2019 Guggenheim 
fellow; and a question-and-
answer session with the au-
dience.

“Cartography”
Conceived and cre-

ated by Kaneza Schaal and 
Christopher Myers

Th ursday, April 15, 
2021, 7 p.m.

Infl atable rafts on the 
Mediterranean. Family 
photos hidden carefully in 
a backpack. Hear the sto-
ries of young refugees in 
the new theatre work “Car-
tography,” which explores 
the lives of young people 
who set out into the unsure 
waters of their futures. Th is 
multimedia play brings a 
world alive with movement 
and migration as the ef-
fects of climate change, war, 
and poverty give shape to 
where we’ve come from and 
where we’re going. Th is free 
streaming event is followed 
by a moderated discussion 

with the performers and 
creators of the work. 

Steep Canyon Rangers 
with special guest Amythyst 
Kiah

Saturday, April 17, 2021, 
7:30 p.m.

Experience the diverse 
sounds of today’s Appa-
lachia from some of the 
region’s leading musicians 
with this exclusive perfor-
mance streamed live from 
the stage of the Moss Arts 
Center’s Anne and Ellen 
Fife Th eatre. Asheville, 
North Carolina-based 
Grammy winner Steep 
Canyon Rangers, known 
for its innovative spirit and 
virtuosic playing, head-
lines this evening, which 
includes opener Amythyst 

Kiah, a Grammy-nominat-
ed singer/songwriter from 
Johnson City, Tenn., who 
amazes audiences with her 
raw and powerful vocals.

Ephrat Asherie Dance
“Odeon”
Th ursday, April 29, 

2021, 7:30 p.m.
Ephrat “Bounce” Asherie 

returns to the Moss “Home-
Stage” lineup following her 
spirited behind-the-scenes 
fall workshop. Her dance 
company’s newest work, 
“Odeon,” brings together 
street and club dances — 
including breaking, hip-
hop, house, and vogue — 
remixes them, picks them 
apart, and challenges them 
to inhabit unfamiliar spatial 
and choreographic contexts. 

Created by Ephrat and her 
brother, Ehud Asherie, this 
delightful movement is ac-
companied onstage by a 
jazz quartet. Th e perfor-
mance is streamed from the 
Joyce Th eater in New York 
City and followed by a live 
discussion with Ephrat and 
Ehud.

In addition to these 
events, the center will of-
fer a range of free engage-
ment opportunities with 
“HomeStage” artists for 
area students and commu-
nity members, including a 
virtual ukulele workshop 
with Jake Shimabukuro. 
Free and available to the 
public, this live, hands-on 
session gives participants 
the opportunity to learn 

directly from the virtuoso. 
Shimabukuro will also meet 
with Virginia Tech Asian 
Pacifi c Islander Desi-Amer-
ican (APIDA) students to 
discuss his journey as a mu-
sician in an event presented 
in partnership with the 
Asian Cultural Engagement 
Center at Virginia Tech.

Tickets for each “Home-
Stage” series performance 
are $10 for the general 
public and free for Virginia 
Tech students. Tickets and 
access passes can be pur-
chased online; at the Moss 
Arts Center’s box offi  ce, 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Wednesday 
through Friday, and 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Saturday; or by 
calling 540-231-5300 dur-
ing box offi  ce hours.

Christiansburg Aquatic Center March aquatic fitness schedule
Warm Water Move and 

Soothe (Monday/Wednesday)
Mondays and Wednesdays 

10:30-11:30 a.m.
March 1-17. Fee is $40 for 

residents, $50 for non-residents.
Th is warm water exercise pro-

gram is designed for individuals 
with arthritic and mobility limi-
tations. Th is class can help with 
increasing strength, fl exibility, 
and range of motion in a relaxing 
and low impact atmosphere.

Th e instructor in the therapy 
pool is Jilliann Kowalcik. Th e 
class has a maximum enrollment 
of six.

Due to limited spacing and 
class popularity, the class is lim-
ited to one March session of 
Warm Water Move and Soothe 
per person.

Hydro Power (Monday)
Mondays 9:15-10 a.m.
March 1, 18, 15, 22. Fee is 

$20 for residents and $30 for 
non-residents.

Th is aqua class combines car-

diovascular training and muscle 
conditioning through methods 
of interval training, abdomi-
nal work, and muscle enduring 
activities. Th ese combinations 
provide a great workout with the 
use of equipment such as pool 
noodles and water weights in the 
leisure pool taught by Jilliann 
Kowalcik with a maximum en-
rollment of eight.

Rolling in the Deep (Tues-
day/Th ursday)

Tuesdays and Th ursdays 9-10 
a.m.

March 4, 9, 16, 18. Fee is 
$20 for residents, $30 for non-
residents.

Strap on an aqua belt and dive 
in for a deep water class in the 
competition pool. Participants 
should bring their own aqua belts 
and resistance gloves though 
gloves are not required. Partici-
pants should expect to perform 
aerobic exercises such as jogging, 
skiing, and more to develop core 
strength.

Jilliann Kowalcik will teach 
the class with a maximum enroll-
ment of nine.

Rolling in the Deep (Tues-
day/Th ursday)

Tuesdays and Th ursdays 9-10 
a.m.

March 4, 9, 16, 18. Fee is $20 
for residents and $30 for non-
residents.

Eddie Tickle will teach the 
class in the competition pool 
with a maximum enrollment of 
four.

Warm Water Move and 
Soothe (Tuesday/Th ursday)

Tuesdays and Th ursdays 
10:30-11:30 a.m.

March 2-18 *no class March 
11. Fee is $35 for residents and 
$45 for non-residents.

Jilliann Kowalcik will teach 
this class in the therapy pool with 
a maximum enrollment of six.

Hydro Power (Tuesday/
Th ursday)

Tuesday and Th ursdays 5:45-
6:30 p.m.

March 2, 4, 16. Fee is $15 
for residents and $25 for non-
residents.

Jilliann Kowalcik will teach 
this class in the leisure pool with 
a maximum enrollment of nine.

Rise’n Shine Water Aerobics 
(Wednesday)

Wednesdays 7-7:45 a.m.
March 3, 10, 17. Fee is $15 

for residents and $25 for non-
residents.

Gear up for this morning class 
that will get participants ready 
for the work day. An aerobics 
class for the early risers who want 
to begin their day energized.

Eddie Tickle will teach the 
class in the leisure pool with a 
maximum enrollment of eight.

Swim and Trim (Wednesday)
Wednesdays 7-7:45 a.m.
Mach 3, 10, 17. Fee is $15 

for residents and $25 for non-
residents.

Th is routine consists of half 
dryland workout and half wa-
ter workout. Guaranteed to hit 
all the right muscles and have 
participants ready to conquer 
the rest of the day. Participants 
should bring their own mat or 
extra towel for the deck exercise 
portion.

Jilliann Kowalcik will teach 
the class in the leisure pool with 
a maximum enrollment of eight.

Aqua Yoga
8-9 a.m.
March 1, 3, 19. Fee is $21 

for residents and $31 for non-
residents.

Aqua Yoga utilizes the prin-
ciples and movements of hatha 
yoga and adapts them to the wa-
ter. Th e yoga poses practiced in 
this class will help participants 
develop strength and static bal-
ance and increase their range of 
motion. Beginners are welcome.

Th e instructor is Th ea Vin-
centi in the therapy pool with a 
maximum enrollment of eight.
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Montgomery Sports
Big South Soccer: RU’s Gabi Paupst and Kayla Thomas sweep Preseason Player 
of the Year honors; RU women picked to finish second; men picked eighth

Th e Big South Confer-
ence has announced that 
Radford University’s Gabi 
Paupst had been picked as 
the Big South’s Soccer Pre-
season Off ensive Player of 
the Year and Highlander 
Kayla Th omas was the 
pick for the league’s Soc-
cer Defensive Player of the 
Year.

In the league’s 2021 
preseason poll, the RU 
women’s soccer team was 
picked to fi nish second 
while the Highlander 
men were picked to fi nish 
eighth in the league stand-
ings.

Th e Radford men play 
their fi rst conference 
match on February 21 at 
USC Upstate. Th e men’s 
conference championship 
tournament will be played 
April 14 through April 17.

Th e Radford women 
begin their Big South play 
on Sunday, Feb. 21, at 
Presbyterian. Th e women’s 
conference championship 
tournament runs from 
April 12 through April 18.

Defending conference 
champion Campbell was 
picked as the men’s pre-
season favorite. 

2021 Big South pre-
season men’s soccer poll:

1. Campbell 2. High 
Point 3. Gardner-Webb 
4. Presbyterian 5. USC 
Upstate 6. Longwood 7. 
Winthrop 8. Radford 9. 
UNC-Asheville 

For the second time 
in as many seasons, the 
Radford women were 
picked to fi nish among 
the league’s top two 
teams. Th e back-to-back 
Big South Tournament 
champs won the regular 
season most recently in 
2018.

Th e selection of Paupst 
and Th omas as the wom-
en’s preseason players of 
the year marks the fi rst 
time in school history 
Radford has swept the 
preseason awards. It was 
only the second time in 
Big South history that 
teammates were named 
Preseason Players of the 
Year in the same season 
(Liberty - 2016). 

Paupst scored nine 
goals last season, a ca-
reer high, and has 18 in 
her three-year career. Th e 
Grimsby, Ontario, Cana-
da native was a First-Team 

Big South Preseason Offensive Player of the Year Gabi 
Paupst

Big South Preseason Defensive Player of the Year Kayla 
Thomas

All-Conference member 
and made the Big South 
All-Tournament Team 
last season. A senior, she 
fi nished in the top 10 in 
seven of the league’s nine 
individual off ensive cat-
egories in 2019.

Th omas has been a 
First-Team All-Confer-
ence member both of her 
two seasons at Radford. 
Th e junior was named Big 
South Defensive Player of 
the Year last season. She 
was also a member of the 

Big South All-Tourna-
ment Team. She has start-
ed 42 games at Radford 
and led the team in min-
utes played both seasons.   

2021 Big South pre-
season women’s soccer 
poll:

1. High Point 2. Rad-
ford 3. Campbell 4. Gard-
ner-Webb 5. Longwood 6. 
Winthrop 7. Presbyterian 
8. Charleston Southern 9. 
UNC Asheville 10. USC 
Upstate

--RU Athletics

VT’s Amoore named ACC Freshman of the Week
Virginia Tech guard 

Georgia Amoore has been 
named the ACC Fresh-
man of the Week. ACC 
women’s basketball weekly 
awards are voted on by 
the league’s Blue Ribbon 
Panel.

Amoore was sensational 
in the Hokies’ 75-55 vic-
tory at Miami on Feb. 11, 
scoring 17 points on 5 of 6 
shooting from beyond the 
arc. Th e Australia native 
dished out fi ve assists while 
committing just a single 
turnover and also set a ca-
reer mark with four steals.

Th e win was the Hokies’ 
fourth straight.

Th e Ballarat, Victoria, 
Australia native averages 
4.56 assists per game, the 
fourth-best mark in the 
ACC. On the season she 
has 82 assists, by far the 
most by a freshman in the 
conference with her closest 

competition being North 
Carolina’s Deja Kelly who 
owns 51 and an average of 
2.83 per game.

She leads all ACC fresh-
men with 40 3’s this season 
and is second in the con-
ference with a 42.6% rate 
from beyond the arc.

Amoore’s recognition 
marks the third time a 
Hokie has been named 
performer of the week this 
season following Eliza-
beth Kitley (Jan. 18) and 
Aisha Sheppard’s (Feb. 1) 
recognitions as Player of 
the Week. Th is is the fi rst 
time in ACC history that 
three diff erent Hokies have 
earned such honors in the 
same season.

Th e Hokies are next 
slated to play vs. Syracuse 
at Cassell Coliseum on 
Sunday, Feb. 21, at noon. 
Th at game will be broad-
cast on RSN.

Veteran defensive coach Jon Tenuta added to VT football staff 
BLACKSBURG – Head 

coach Justin Fuente an-
nounced Monday that 40-year 
coaching veteran Jon Tenuta is 
joining Virginia Tech as senior 
defensive analyst.

Tenuta owns 19 seasons 
of experience as a defensive 
coordinator and has been as-
sociated with programs that 
have made 19 bowl appear-
ances during his career. He has 
coached over 40 players who 
have gone on to play profes-
sionally. 

Tenuta most recently spent 
the past four seasons at the 
University of Cincinnati. He 

served as a senior defensive 
analyst in 2020 after a three-
year stint as safeties coach for 
the Bearcats from 2017-19. 

“We’re thrilled to bring 
Jon’s wisdom, experience and 
football background into our 
program,” Fuente said. “Jon 
could help any program in 
America, but I’m exceedingly 
grateful that he’s joining us at 
Virginia Tech. Jon will be a 
valuable resource for all of us 
at Virginia Tech, and I’m glad 
he’s here. I know Jon is eager 
to help our team while also 
having a front-row seat watch-
ing his son, Luke, continue to 

grow and develop as a young 
man and a player.”

A redshirt sophomore, Luke 
Tenuta is an offensive tackle 
for the Hokies. In 2020, he 
started eight games mostly at 
right tackle. 

“I appreciate Coach Fuente 
extending this role to me,” 
Jon Tenuta said. “Football 
has been very good to me and 
my family over the years, so 
the chance to join the pro-
gram where my son is playing 
was really an opportunity I 
couldn’t pass up at this stage 
of my career.

“I’ve missed a lot of games 

and moments to see all of my 
three sons compete in person 
over the years, so from a per-
sonal and a professional stand-
point coming to Virginia Tech 
was an offer I couldn’t refuse,” 
the veteran coach said. “I look 
forward to getting to work 
with Coach Fuente, his staff 
and the Hokies.” 

In addition to his tenure at 
Cincinnati, Tenuta’s lengthy 
resume includes coaching 
stops at Virginia (2013-15), 
NC State (2010-12), Notre 
Dame (2008-09), Georgia 
Tech (2002-07), Ohio State 
(1996-2000), Oklahoma 

(1995), SMU (1989-94), 
Kansas State (1988), Marshall 
(1987-88), Vanderbilt (1984-
85), Maryland (1983) and 
Virginia (1981-82). 

Fuente was a quarterback 
at Oklahoma when Tenuta 
coached the Sooners defensive 
backs in 1995. 

 In addition to Luke, Te-
nuta and his wife, Dori, have 
two other sons: Zach (married 
to Jennifer) and Matt. Zach 
serves as the defensive coor-
dinator at Norfolk State Uni-
versity. Matt is a professional 
baseball player and is currently 
with the Monterrey Sultans.

With Auburn High grad on roster, Concord 
baseball picked second in preseason poll

With Auburn High 
School graduate Keith 
Reed on its roster, the 
Concord University 
baseball team has been 
selected by the coaches 
to fi nish second in the 
Mountain East Confer-
ence South Division.

Reed is a freshman 
outfi elder.

Concord was able to 
get 10 games in before 
the coronavirus pan-

demic halted the season 
in mid-March. Con-
cord is scheduled for 40 
games this spring with 
32 against MEC foes. 
Th e season gets under-
way March 5 with a non-
conference doubleheader 
against Wheeling and 
Salem in Nutter Fort, 
W.Va.

Mercer County ri-
val Bluefi eld State is 
scheduled for March 11 

and March 31, and old 
MEC rival UVa.-Wise is 
on the slate for a home-
and-home match-up on 
March 17 and April 14.

Concord starts MEC 
play on March 20 against 
Wheeling. MEC South 
Division contests get un-
derway April 10 when 
Concord visits West Vir-
ginia State.

Headlining the return-
ers to the lineup is 2019 

consensus all-region se-
lection and All-MEC 
First Team junior short-
stop Anthony Stehlin. 
During the 2019 cam-
paign, Stehlin batted 
.369 with 62 runs scored 
and 17 stolen bases. Th e 
Woodbridge, Va., native 
was on a similar pace last 
season as he batted .385 
in the 10 games.

Junior catcher Chance 
Davis has played in 20 

games behind the plate 
through his fi rst two sea-
sons at Concord. One-
time Charleston transfer 
sophomore outfi elder 
Richard Ortiz started all 
10 games last season and 
hit one of CU’s fi ve home 
runs.

On the mound, fi fth-
year senior Trent Aberna-
thy has tossed 132 career 
innings with 138 career 
strikeouts. Abernathy 

was an All-MEC Honor-
able Mention performer 
in 2018.

In 32 career innings, 
senior pitcher Spen-
cer Hoyt has struck out 
38 batters. Second-year 
pitchers Caleb Hare, 
Nick Herrerias and An-
drew Neff   combined 
for 13.2 innings with 
14 strikeouts in their 
fi rst collegiate seasons in 
2020.
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Outdoor report: Resist the urge to feed wild animals
I once had a neighbor 

who was feeding a rac-
coon. Th e raccoon became 
so friendly that it would 
come up on their porch to 
take pieces of bread from 
her hands. Th e neighbor 
thought it was cute until 
the raccoon had babies 
and brought her young-
sters along for the free 
handouts. It wasn’t long 
before the critters began to 
beg and squabble over the 
food. Realizing that she 
had created a monster, she 
stopped feeding them.

Believing that wild 
animals need help to get 
through the winter, many 
well-intentioned people 
put out food for them. It’s 
natural to feel sorry for 
wild animals especially in 
the winter when they have 
to deal with cold and snow, 
but feeding wild animals, 
whether in your backyard 
or in a local park, isn’t a 
good idea. Here’s why.

Wild animals have very 
specialized diets. Human 
foods don’t provide the 

nutritional requirements 
they need to maintain 
their health and stamina 
and can cause malnutri-
tion and other serious 
health problems (especial-
ly if they are fed “empty” 
foods like bread, crackers 
or French fries).

Th eir natural fear of hu-
mans teaches wild animals 
to avoid humans. Giving 
them handouts can erode 
this fear to the point of 
making them view certain 
areas as danger-free. Once 
animals learn they can 
panhandle for food, they 
can become a nuisance, 
or even worse, a safety risk 
when they become aggres-
sive in their competition 
for handouts.

Feeding wildlife can 
alter their natural move-
ments. A dependency on 
humans for food can re-
sult in decreasing the size 
of their ranges and impact 
the timing of their natu-
ral movements or migra-
tion. Migrating ducks 
and geese, for instance, 

may “stay over” through 
the winter if food is made 
available, decreasing their 
chances for survival in cer-
tain areas.

Feeding animals from 
or near vehicles is danger-
ous to animals, people and 
property. Animals can be 
hit by moving vehicles. If 
they become accustomed 
to people feeding them 
from vehicles, they may 
often approach to “beg” 
for food. Bears, in particu-
lar, are a danger when they 
associate cars with food. 
Determined bears can do a 
lot of damage to a vehicle 
if they smell food inside.

Wild animals gather-
ing for handouts can cause 
unnatural crowding and 
competition, increasing 
the likelihood of fi ghting 
and injury among the ani-
mals. It can also increase 
the potential for the spread 
of disease, through feces, 
bodily fl uids or direct con-
tact, some of which may 
be transmitted to pets and 
humans.

Th e Department 
of Wildlife Resources 
(DWR) does not encour-
age the feeding of wildlife 
at any time of year. DWR 
would like to remind read-
ers that the feeding of 
some wildlife species is ac-
tually illegal:

It is illegal year-round, 
statewide to feed bears.

It is illegal statewide 
to feed deer and elk from 
Sept. 1 through the fi rst 
Saturday in January and 
during any deer or elk 
hunting season. It is also 
illegal year-round to feed 
deer and elk in the fol-
lowing counties and the 
cities/towns within those 
counties: Albemarle, Bu-
chanan, Clarke, Culpeper, 
Dickenson, Fauquier, 
Frederick, Greene, Lou-
doun, Louisa, Madison, 
Orange, Page, Prince 
William, Rappahannock, 
Rockingham, Shenando-
ah, Spotsylvania, Staff ord, 
Warren and Wise.

It is illegal to feed any 
wild animal when the 

PHOTO BY JOHN LOVE
Feeding wildlife can have serious consequences for 
the animal.

feeding results in property 
damage,  endangers people 
or wildlife or creates a 
public health concern

Th e bottom line is that, 
however well intentioned, 
you’re not doing wild ani-
mals any favors when you 
reduce their fear of hu-
mans and create a depen-
dency on people for food. 

For more information 
on how to create quality 
wildlife habitat on your 
property that will provide 
natural foods along with 
adequate cover for numer-
ous species, visit www.dwr.
virginia.gov/wildlife/habi-
tat/.

-- Jo Ann Abell, 
Virginia DWR

Hokies to play South Carolina and head coach 
Shane Beamer in 2025 Chick-Fil-A Kickoff Game

Virginia Tech will face the 
South Carolina Gamecocks 
and head coach Shane Beamer, 
whom the university hired on 
Dec. 6, 2020, in the Chick-fi l-
A Kickoff  Game at Mercedes-
Benz Stadium in Atlanta on 
either Sunday, Aug. 31, or 
Monday, Sept 1, 2025.

Th e game will be televised by 
either ABC or ESPN. An exact 
date and kickoff  time will be fi -
nalized at a later date. 

Th e contest will mark Tech’s 
third appearance in the Chick-
fi l-A Kickoff  Game series. Th e 
Hokies previously played Ala-
bama in 2009 and 2013. Th e 
2025 season opener will mark 
Tech’s fi rst meeting with South 
Carolina since 1991.  

“Th e Chick-fi l-A Kick-
off  Game has often become a 
showcase for the SEC and the 
ACC to face off  in a high-pro-
fi le contest to start the season,” 
said Bob Somers, Peach Bowl, 
Inc., chairman. “Th is matchup 
looks to continue that tradition 
and renew an old rivalry be-
tween two historic programs.”

 “It’s an honor to welcome 

Virginia Tech back to the 
Chick-fi l-A Kickoff  Game after 
12 years, and we’re looking for-
ward to hosting South Carolina 
for the fi rst time in the game,” 
Peach Bowl, Inc., CEO and 
President Gary Stokan said.

 Tech previously announced 
it would renew its series with 
South Carolina, which has its 
roots in the Southern Confer-
ence. Th e Hokies will travel 
to Williams-Brice Stadium to 
square off  with South Caro-
lina in 2034 with the Game-
cocks making the return trek to 
Blacksburg in 2035. 

“We’re excited to play in 
the Chick-fi l-A Kickoff  Game 
against South Carolina to open 
the 2025 season,” Tech Director 
of Athletics Whit Babcock said. 
“We look forward to showcas-
ing our program in front of a 
national television audience 
in one of the nation’s premier 
sporting venues, Mercedes-
Benz Stadium in Atlanta.

“I’m confi dent we’ll see a 
strong contingent of our fan 
base cheering on the Hokies 
in their inaugural game in that 

facility and visiting the Col-
lege Football Hall of Fame that 
weekend,” Babcock said. “We 
feel very confi dent about the 
strength of our scheduling go-
ing forward as well as its appeal 
to Tech fans across the country.” 

“Our team always looks for-
ward to the opportunity to play 
in ‘trophy games’ and I’m sure 
our team relishes the chance to 
compete for ‘Th e Old Leather 
Helmet’ trophy against South 
Carolina in the 2025 Chick-
fi l-A Kickoff  Game,’ Virginia 
Tech head coach Justin Fuente 
said. “I know our players enjoy 
playing in NFL venues, and I’m 
sure our fans will also appreci-
ate cheering on the Hokies as 
we square off  with an SEC op-
ponent in Mercedes-Benz Sta-
dium.” 

Th e addition to Tech’s sched-
ule of the 2025 Chick-fi l-A 
Kickoff  Game against South 
Carolina brings the total of fu-
ture games against SEC foes to 
nine contests. Tech previously 
announced that Alabama, Ole 
Miss and Vanderbilt had agreed 
to home-and-home games with 

the Hokies. 
Tech currently has 22 non-

conference games against Power 
Five squads on its future sched-
ules, including the resumption 
of its on-campus series with for-
mer Big East rival West Virgin-
ia with games in Morgantown 
(9/18/21) and in Blacksburg 
(9/24/2022). In addition, the 
Hokies have six meetings with 
Notre Dame on the docket, in-
cluding a visit to Lane Stadium 
by the Fighting Irish on Oct. 9 
this season. 

Virginia Tech and South Car-
olina are both former members 
of the Southern Conference 
and have squared off  20 times 
previously. Th e series began as 
VPI registered a 34-0 win over 
South Carolina in Roanoke on 
Nov. 18, 1905. Th e Gamecocks 
own an 11-7-2 edge in the all-
time series. Th e most recent 
meeting resulted in a 28-21 win 
for South Carolina at Williams-
Brice Stadium in 1991. Tech’s 
most recent win against South 
Carolina was a 31-17 win in 
Columbia on Oct. 12, 1974.

Each team will receive its 

own ticket allotment to the 
game, and additional tickets 
will be sold through the Peach 
Bowl, Inc., ticket offi  ce. Tickets 
will be available for public sale 
early in 2025. For more infor-
mation, visit Chick-fi l-AKick-
off Game.com.

Virginia Tech’s fu-
ture power five non-
conference opponents:
9/18/2021 at West Virginia; 
9/24/2022 West Virginia; 
9/9/2023 Purdue; 9/16/2023 
at Rutgers; 8/31/2024  at 
Vanderbilt (Nissan Stadium – 
Nashville); 9/21/2024 Rutgers; 
8/31 or 9/1/2025             South 
Carolina (Mercedes-Benz Sta-
dium – Atlanta); 9/6/2025 
Vanderbilt; 9/19/2026 at 
Maryland; 9/18/2027 Mary-
land; 9/16/2028 at Maryland; 
9/15/202 Maryland; 9/8/2029 
at Arizona; 8/30/2030 Ari-
zona; 9/12/203 Wisconsin; 
9/4/2032 Ole Miss; 9/18/2032 
at Wisconsin; 9/2/2034 Ala-
bama; 9/16/2034 at South 
Carolina; 9/1/2035 at Ala-
bama; 9/15/2035 South Caro-
lina; 9/5/2037 at Ole Miss.

COVID restrictions mean empty seats 
at Montgomery County football games

Th ere won’t be a roar of 
the crowd at the upcom-
ing football games be-
cause of the restrictions on 
student-athletes, coaches, 
parents, and fans forced 
by the COVID-19 pan-
demic and the Montgom-
ery County School Board. 
According to the school 
board, those restrictions 
mean no members of the 
public will be allowed to 
attend the games, and only 
two people per participant 
will be allowed through 
the gates.

In addition, the board 
is requiring that masks 
be worn by all the play-
ers when they are not on 
the fi eld. If they have a 

face shield, they can just 
keep their helmets. Event 
staff  and coaches will be 
required to wear masks at 
all times.

Th e Virginia High 
School League recom-
mends fans consider 
watching sports at home 
rather than attending in-
person sporting events.

For those unable to at-
tend this spring’s games in 
person, Radford, Blacks-
burg, Christiansburg, 
Giles, Narrows, and Pulas-
ki all will have local radio 
broadcasts of their games. 
Eastern Montgomery and 
Auburn will not.

In addition, all of the 
Montgomery County 
schools have installed 
the National Federation 
of High School Sports 

(NFHSS) cameras that 
will show video from each 
game. Th e Pixellot camer-
as will be located on each 
school’s press box near 
the 50-yard line and will 
move with the action on 
the fi eld.

Th e Pixellot camera-
system is a global leader in 
automated sports produc-
tion, and its technology 
uses a multi-camera array 
to cover the whole fi eld 
of play, capturing all the 
action and streaming it 
straight into sports venues 
and homes. Pixellot does 
not require a camera oper-
ator, and an auto-tracking 
feature allows the cameras 
to follow the action, pan-
ning and zooming. Score 
graphics are synced with 
the venue’s scoreboard.

Th e NFHS charges a 
subscription fee, which 
typically is $10.99 month-
ly or $69.99 for the year. 
Each school will receive 10 
percent of that revenue.

Danny Knott, the di-
rector of Human Resourc-
es for the Montgomery 
County school system, 
said the school system has 
installed the NFHS Net-
work’s Pixellot cameras at 
all of its stadiums. 

“We hope that by the 
time we are able to play, 
the cameras will installed 
in all four high schools,” 
Knott said. “Th is will al-
low anyone in the coun-
try to watch any of our 
schools play.”

Th e Pixellot system 
is nothing new as many 
schools have been using a 

similar unit as part of its 
Huddle football broad-
casts to highlight games 
and individual players.

In addition to the re-
mote benefi t and revenue 
sharing, each school can 
make money off  sponsor-
ships and advertising. Au-
dio play-by-play can be 
added to each broadcast.

For more information 
on the remote broadcasts, 
contact the local schools 
or go to the National Fed-
eration of High School 
sports broadcast site for 
schedules.

Th e Virginia High 
School League (VHSL) 
has made several changes 
for this football season. 
Th e team boxes will be 
extended on both sides 
of the fi eld to the 20-yard 

lines to allow for more so-
cial distancing space for 
the teams.

Uniforms, towels and/
or equipment cannot be 
shared.

Th e ball should be 
cleaned and sanitized 
throughout the contest, 
and ball holders must 
maintain six-feet of social 
distancing at all times.

Plastic shields covering 
the entire face shall not be 
allowed this season.

Gloves are permissible.
In addition, the VHSL 

is telling schools to ex-
tend timeouts between 
quarters to allow for the 
sanitizing of balls.

Th e coin toss can in-
clude only one coach 
from each team and an 
offi  cial.

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org
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Both Blacksburg 
and Christiansburg open 
football season with Salem

(Editor’s note: Th e Bru-
ins and the Blue Demons 
will fi nd out quickly what 
they might have this spring 
football season, having to 
face state-power Salem in 
their season openers only fi ve 
days apart next week. Here’s 
a look at the Spartans and 
what to expect.)

It’s a week and a half after 
the Super Bowl and Mon-
day Night Football is already 
back. Th is time, however, it’s 
the high school kids.

Salem High will open 
the 2020 football season 
in 2021 Monday, Feb. 22, 
with a home game against 
Blacksburg. Christiansburg 
will then open its season Fri-
day, Feb. 26, at home against 
those same Salem High 
Spartans.

When it comes around, 
Salem’s off ensive line should 
be pretty good. Th is year’s 
“Mules” will feature two of 
the team’s four captains, se-
nior center Will Clemons 
and right guard Alex Haley, 
another returning senior. 
Cameron Martinsdale, a 
265-pound junior, is the 
likely starter at right tackle, 
but he was wrestling at Vir-
ginia Beach two days before 
the football season opener 
after winning the Region 4D 
mat title at heavyweight.

Senior Brandon Torian is 
the left guard, and the left 
tackle spot is a battle be-
tween senior Filip DeHaven 
and 6-3, 250-pound sopho-
more Andrew Lutes.

Th ese guys will be open-
ing holes for two talented 
running backs, fullback Cam 
Leftwich and tailback Za-
vione Wood. Th ose two are 
the other Spartan captains, 
and they form a formidable 
duo. Leftwich, a junior, was 
second on the team last year 
with 12 touchdowns while 
rushing for 600 yards on 120 
carries. Wood, a senior, car-
ried the ball 65 times for 519 
yards and nine touchdowns.

Salem will rotate a variety 
of wideouts in and out of 
the lineup with many dou-
bling on the defensive side 
of the ball. Junior Chauncey 
“Deuce” Logan, Jr., is the top 
returnee with 13 receptions 

while senior Shawn Collins 
had the most yards, 205, and 
touchdowns, four, among 
the returning Spartans. Also 
seeing time will be Amarri 
Edwards, Chase Greer, and 
Virginia Tech-bound twins 
Jayden and Jordan McDon-
ald.

As of this past week, the 
quarterback position was 
still up in the air with junior 
Logan and sophomore Da-
Ron Wilson battling for the 
starting position. Th e two 
have thrown one varsity pass 
between them as Logan was 
one for one for a 50-yard 
touchdown last year, and 
Wilson was the quarterback 
on the jayvee team. During 
a scrimmage, Logan picked 
off  a Wilson pass while play-
ing defense, then later in the 
scrimmage he hauled in a 
perfect Wilson bomb for a 
touchdown.

On defense, Martindale 
and 296-pound junior Stacy 
Williams give Salem excel-
lent size at the nose-guard/
tackle positions. Massey and 
Ky’Juan Waller are slated to 
be the ends.

Wood is a talented line-
backer on the defensive side 
of the ball. He was second 
on the team to graduated 
Bobby Pinello in tackles last 
season with 73 total, includ-
ing a team-leading 11 tackles 
for loss. Waller was third on 
the team last year with 57 to-
tal tackles.

Junior Noah Collins will 
be the other linebacker, and 
junior Carson Williams will 
play the hybrid “robber” po-
sition. Williams will switch 
from last year’s number-4 
jersey to the coveted num-
ber 3, which tells what the 
coaches think of him. Who 
decides who gets to wear 
3? “I do,” responded head 
coach Don Holter.

Greer, Logan, Shawn 
Collins and the talented 
McDonald twins will han-
dle the secondary. Jayden 
McDonald had four inter-
ceptions last year to lead the 
team and Collins had three.

Th ree Spartans are bat-
tling for the place kicking 
job: sophomores Ashton 
Cornett and Caleb Wright 
and freshman Wesley 
Cross. Logan returns to 
punt.

Brian Hoffman
bhoffman@ourvalley.org

Th e spring season of fall 
football is slated to open 
on Monday, Feb. 22 or is 
it? Th ere has been plenty of 
snow on the ground, and 
the mercury is lingering be-
low freezing, making this a 
season like no other.

Not only are local schools 
still dealing with COV-
ID-19 restrictions, they are 
also dealing with ongoing 
winter sports where many 
of their top athletes who 
would be on the gridiron are 
still playing basketball and 
wrestling. Th row into the 
mix that we are still in the 
winter months, and there 
are too many speed bumps 
that could aff ect the six-

game schedule.
Both Blacksburg and 

Christiansburg will have turf 
on their side when it comes 
to dealing with the weather. 
Th us, most games will be 
played despite white stuff  
being in the forecast at any 
given time.

Eastern Montgomery will 
have the additional problem 
of darkness in the fi rst part 
of the schedule with 2 p.m. 
contests scheduled for most 
Saturdays. Blacksburg and 
Eastern Montgomery will 
also play two games in the 
fi rst six days of the spring 
football schedule, which is 
allowed. Auburn will play all 
of its games on Saturdays.

Th e Virginia High 
School League previously 
adopted the “Champion-

ships + 1” schedule for the 
latter part of the winter 
months to include: Season 
2 (Fall) February 4 – May 1 
(First Contest Date – Febru-
ary 20), competition cheer-
leading, cross country, fi eld 
hockey, football, golf, and 
volleyball.

 “We have received in-
valuable input from our 
school communities, par-
ents, and students who say 
the physical and mental 
health benefi ts of getting 
our students back to a level 
of participation is extremely 
important,” said VHSL Ex-
ecutive Director Dr. John 
W. “Billy” Haun. “Th e 
Championships + 1 sched-
ule will provide sports in all 
three seasons.

 “Th e VHSL Executive 

Committee acknowledges 
that no plan is perfect. We 
are in unprecedented times 
in which we have been 
forced to create a temporary 
new normal. We understand 
this plan, or any plan, will 
not meet the expectations 
for those wanting a normal 
fall, winter, and spring sports 
season. Th is plan, however, 
will allow student-athletes 
and academic activity par-
ticipants the opportunity of 
having a season and playing 
for a state championship.”

Predictions for the spring 
football season:

Blacksburg 4-2; Chris-
tiansburg 4-2; Auburn 5-1; 
Radford 6-0; Eastern Mont-
gomery 3-3.

District play:
River Ridge: 1) Salem 

High school football opens amid uncertainty

PHOTO BY KYMN DAVIDSON-HAMLEY

2) Pulaski 3) Blacksburg 4) 
Christiansburg 5) Patrick 
Henry 6) Cave Spring 7) 
Hidden Valley

Mt. Empire: 1) Auburn 
2) George Wythe 3) Ft. 
Chiswell 4) Grayson 5) Ga-
lax 6) Bland

Th ree Rivers: 1) Radford 
2) Glenvar 3) James River 4) 
Alleghany 5) Giles 6) Floyd 
7) Carroll County

Pioneer: 1) Narrows 
2) Covington 3) Eastern 
Montgomery 4) Parry Mc-
Cluer 5) Bath County

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Auburn hopes to build on 2019’s 6-6 record

Auburn head football coach Cam 
Aker admits COVID-19 has certainly 
been challenging for all high school 
coaches in Virginia.

“We have worked to be creative 
and make football important and 
continue to train,” he said earlier this 
week.

His Auburn Eagles fi nished 6-6 
last season and made a run into the 
regional playoff s. Depth could be a 
key this season, though, with only 28 
players on the roster including nine 
underclassmen. 

Akers said his guys are excited 
about getting back to work. “We have 
to control what we can control, and 
win each day,” he said.

Th e team will have to replace Car-
son East, who had 111 carries in 2019 
for 756 yards with nine touchdowns. 
On the defensive side of the ball, he 
was also one of the team leaders with 
64 tackles, including 31 solo stops, 
seven for a loss and three sacks.

Also, gone is Will Kelley with his 
52 total tackles including three sacks.

Senior Rusty Marshall could be a 
key for the Eagles as he had 65 total 
tackles in the last season with two 
interceptions. He is expected to be a 
starter at free safety. 

Andy French, who is a three-year 
starter at center, returns to anchor 
an off ensive line that includes seven 
players over 200-pounds. Th e 5-8, 
215-pound French is joined by Mike 
Royal (6-4, 260), Jayda Dradras (5-
11, 263) and second-team all-state 
Justin Otey (5-10, 179).

All of that size will help the four-
year starter at quarterback, Payson 
Kelley, who rushed 178 times in 2019 
for 814 yards with 14 touchdowns. 
He also had 321 yards passing. 

Expect Kelley to look for Preston 
Harris, who at 6-2, 170, provides the 
size needed at the wideout position. 

Th e backfi eld could be a platoon 
situation with seniors Micah Sutphin 
(5-11,175), Trevor Young (5-8, 164), 
John Keith (5-6, 141) and Ronnie 
Worth (5-9, 168). 

Otey could also play a role on de-
fense from his inside linebacker posi-

FILE PHOTO
Payson Kelley has been a four-year starter 
for Auburn High School at quarterback and 
will lead the team back this spring with an 
offensive line that averages 200 pounds.

tion. 
Akers admits his coaches are 

stretched thin right now. “We will 
have to focus on fewer installs and 
better execution,” he said.

Auburn opens the spring on Feb-
ruary 27 at Eastern Montgomery and 
should be one of the favorites in a 
loaded Mt. Empire District. All of Au-

burn’s spring games will be played on 
Saturday including the opener against 
the cross-county rival in the “Golden 
Helmet” contest, which Auburn has 
dominated for the past six years. 

On the schedule are home games 
against Ft. Chiswell, Galax and Bland. 
Road games will be at Grayson Coun-
ty and George Wythe. 

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

A multi-million dollar 
project at Christiansburg 
High School, the con-
struction of a new fi eld 
house, was completed dur-
ing the slowdown associat-
ed with COVID-19 and is 
now ready for use. Ongo-
ing restrictions related to 
COVID-19, however, will 
not allow them to use the 
showers in the facility, nor 
will fans be allowed the 
full use of a new conces-
sions booth on fi eld level.

Th e facility is Phase III 
of a much larger project 
that included a new turf 
fi eld two years ago and up-
grades to both the softball 
and baseball fi elds.

During a recent tour 

of the fi eld house, Chris-
tiansburg Athletic Direc-
tor Tim Cromer was ex-
cited about the future of 
the facility.

“Th is is something we 
have needed for a long, 
long time,” he said.

Until this year, football 
teams at Christiansburg 
High took a long walk 
from almost 2,000 yards 
away to get to the fi eld and 
its facilities.

“Now, once we are able 
to get out from under the 
restrictions associated with 
COVID, we simply don’t 
have to make that long 
trip. Nor do the visiting 
teams,” Cromer said.

Th e project was paid for 
by special funding from 
the Montgomery County 
School Board.

New Christiansburg High field house stands ready for use
Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

A new field house is ready for use by athletic teams 
at Christiansburg High School.

PHOTOS BY MARTY GORDON
The field house includes locker rooms for both home 
and visiting teams.

Auburn High 
School 2021 
football schedule

Saturday, Feb. 27, 
at Eastern Montgomery
Saturday, March 6, 
Ft. Chiswell
Saturday, March 13, 
at Grayson County
Saturday, March 20, 
at George Wythe
Saturday, March 27, 
Galax
Saturday, April 3, Bland
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With only five starters returning, is it 
rebuilding or reloading for Blacksburg’s Bruins?

Th e 2021 spring football season 
will have a lot of uncertainties, and 
especially is that true of the Blacks-
burg Bruins. Th e big question for 
head coach Eddie Sloss is who he 
will put on the fi eld since the team 
returns only one starter on off ense 
and four on defense.

Will the team rebuild or reload 
after a 6-5 season last year?

If the past is any example, it sim-
ply could be a reload. Last year, the 
Bruins fi nished 6-5 and fell in the 
opening round of the regional play-
off s. But this year could be more 
successful than that despite the loss 
of so many starters given the team’s 
consistency year after year.

Th anks to graduation, the team 
lost the bulk of its off ense in running 
back Brian Mitchell (111 carries for 
820 yards and 10 touchdowns, 7.4 
yards per carry) and receivers Josh 
Gholston (22 receptions for 435 

yards for 19.77 yards per catch) and 
Karim Mohamed (41 receptions for 
676 yards, 16.49 yards per catch).

Mohamed was also a key cog on 
special teams with 14 kickoff  re-
turns for 404 yards for a 29.5 aver-
age with a long of 91 yards.

Last year, Parker Epperley split 
time at quarterback with Luke Go-
forth, but this year, it’s all his.

Defense, though, could be where 
Epperley, a junior, will be depended 
on the most after racking up 71 to-
tal tackles, including 27 solos with 
15 for loss last season.

Will Th omas (6-1, 220) is a re-
turning off ensive lineman and de-
fensive end, and big men Zach Early 
(6-1. 290) and Jmare Hairston (6-1, 
300) will be returning as defensive 
linemen.

Th e team should have an advan-
tage in the trenches with 11 players 
over 200 pounds, four over 250.

One of the biggest returners 
could be kicker James Pollard who 
has two years of play under his belt 

and has been one of the most reli-
able kickers in Southwest Virginia.

Sloss said the COVID-19 situa-
tion has been a challenge “but the 
players have responded well.”

Th e team, according to Sloss, did 
lose some players during the ex-
tended break. “However, the players 
that persevered are ready to play.”

Th e roster shows 41 players, mak-
ing it one of the deepest in the areas, 
but again the question comes back 
as to how they will perform without 
any true preseason or scrimmages 
given the squad’s relative inexperi-
ence. Instead, the team will have to 
learn on the fl y to match the consis-
tency the program has enjoyed over 
the past eight seasons.

Th e season doesn’t start on an 
easy note for the Bruins as they will 
open at Salem on February 22.

Games against Cave Spring and 
Hidden Valley have been replaced 
by Franklin County and Radford 
on this year’s schedule. 

Junior Parker Epperley will lead a Blacksburg 
team woefully short of returning starters: one on 
offense and four on defense.

Blacksburg’s head coach, Eddie 
Sloss, has compiled a 19-6 
record after returning to his 
alma mater following a short 
stint at Carroll County.

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Bruins take to new turf fi eld for 2021

Blacksburg High School will 
no longer have to fi ght a mud-
dy fi eld on Friday nights after 
a new synthetic turf fi eld was 
completed last spring.

Because of COVID-19’s 
shutting down athletics, the 
fi eld is still waiting to be used 
for the fi rst time.

For the past few years, the 

school has had to deal with 
poor fi eld conditions, even 
playing several home playoff  
games on the road at Chris-
tiansburg’s new turf fi eld.

Th e Blacksburg Athletic 
Boosters raised $350,000, 
and the Montgomery Coun-
ty school board matched the 
amount to fund the fi eld. It 
stretches from fence to fence 
(120’ X 265’) at the cur-
rent Bill Brown Stadium. Th e 

school already has a synthetic 
track on an alternate site so no 
work was done to the current 
paved track at the football sta-
dium, thus making the project 
cheaper in comparison to CHS 
where a track was included in 
the renovation.

Soccer and lacrosse teams 
could take to the new fi eld 
later this spring with an offi  cial 
dedication expected sometime 
this football season.

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

FILE PHOTO
Blacksburg High School’s new turf football field is ready to go this 
spring.

Hunter leads Blue Demon squad depending on big linemen, 
players from undefeated JV team for improvement

MJ Hunter is one of 
those student-athletes who 
plays multiple sports. He 
recently fi nished basket-
ball and went directly to 
the football fi eld.

In 2019, Hunter (5-9, 
170) had 116 carries for 
619 yards rushing with 
eight touchdowns. He also 
passed for 773 yards with 
13 touchdowns and was 

fi fth in the River Ridge 
District in rushing.

Now, he will lead a Blue 
Demon team that fi nished 
5-6 and returns four start-
ers on off ense and six on 
defense. Th e team will 
have to replace all fi ve of-
fensive linemen, but that 
shouldn’t be a problem 
with 14 players over 200 
pounds. Head coach Alex 
Wilkens (7-22 in four sea-
sons at CHS) also has a lot 
of talent from an undefeat-

FILE PHOTO
MJ Hunter returns to lead Christiansburg after a season 
when he was the all-county/all-city athlete of the year.

ed junior varsity team that 
included some beef from 
the trenches.

Wilkens is proud of 
how his team has respond-
ed during the COVID-19 
restrictions. “It has given 
us more time to get bet-
ter,” he said. On the other 
hand, Wilkens said, his 
team has had less time to 
break in new starters and 
to iron out the wrinkles.

“We expect a competi-
tive group that plays hard 
every rep. Our schedule is 
tough, but that’s every year. 
We have to fi nish games 
and play for 48 minutes 
to win any game. We’ll be 
ready,” Wilkens said.

Senior Caleb Henley 
returns after suff ering a 
season-ending knee in-
jury halfway through the 
2019 season. Before going 
down, he  had 16 catches 
for 300 yards.

On the ground, the 
team will return Drew 
Lloyd (6-2, 215) and Ke-
nyon Johnson-Buchan-
non (6-0, 215), both of 
whom are both expected 
to lead the rushing at-
tack after losing tailback 
Matson Stanley (181 car-
ries, 1,063 yards with 10 
touchdowns). Also, run-
ning back Stephan Myrthil 
(5-8, 177) is expected to 
show some of the talent he 
fl ashed on the junior var-

sity squad.
On the defensive side of 

the ball, Henley had three 
interceptions before suff er-
ing the injury and will be 
counted on this season in 
a secondary that had prob-
lems against the pass.

Hunter will also play a 
role for the defense after 
picking off  two passes and 
typically covering the op-
ponent’s top receiver on 
any given night.

Jaxson Clarke (6-1, 172) 
and Travis Altizer (5-7, 
147) will also have to step 
up in the defensive back-
fi eld to shut down off ens-
es. Johnson-Buchannon, 
Tryrique Taylor (6-2, 230) 
and Aiden LaComa (6-1, 
235) should help with that 
as they combined for seven 
sacks, 12 quarterback hur-
ries and four turnovers 
last season. LaComa will 
be late to the game as he 
is still participating in the 
school’s extended wrestling 
season.

Youngsters like Casey 
Graham (5-11, 180) could 
play a sleeper role for the 
Blue Demons.

Th e key is whether 
Wilkens can keep building 
on the past that includes a 
successful middle-school 
program.

Christiansburg will host 
Salem in the home opener 
on February 26.

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Christiansburg High School 
2021 football schedule

Friday, Feb. 26, Salem
Friday, March 5, Pulaski
Friday, March 12, Floyd
Friday, March 19, at Patrick Henry
Friday, March 26, Giles
Friday, April 2, at Blacksburg

Blacksburg High 
School schedule for 
2021 football season

Monday, Feb. 22, at
Salem
Saturday, Feb. 27,
Patrick Henry
Friday, March 5,
Franklin County
Friday, March 12 at
Pulaski
Friday, March 19,
Radford
Friday, April 2,
Christiansburg
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Returning starters lend optimism for Eastern Montgomery season

With seven starters returning on of-
fense and eight returning on defense 
for this year’s football team, Head 
Coach Jordan Stewart and his Eastern 
Montgomery Mustangs are optimistic 
they can improve on last season’s 2-9 
record and last-place fi nish in the Pio-
neer District.

Stewart came back to his alma ma-
ter with hopes of building a winning 
tradition, but through his fi rst six sea-
sons the Mustangs have struggled with 
a 12-50 record.

COVID’s wiping out the fall season 
left the team still wondering what this 
season could bring.

Eastern Montgomery is no diff er-
ent from other area schools in that 
the pandemic has changed everything 
about high school football. Stewart 
said the main way it has aff ected his 
team is the shutdown of school facili-
ties and the inability to do anything 
over the summer.

“Also, students being remote dur-
ing the school year has made it hard 
to keep up with grades and build bet-
ter relationships with certain players,” 
the head coach said. Th e extended 
time off  has also aff ected a strength 
program Stewart has built from the 
ground up. “Our lifting numbers have 
dropped since the fall of last year. Th e 
inability to be in the weight room has 
put us behind the 8-ball,” Stewart said.

He will also have to replace All-
county/All-city performer Dylan Ow-
ens, who rushed 125 times in 2019 for 
890 yards with nine touchdowns. Also 
gone is All-Pioneer District defensive 
and off ensive lineman 6-4, 220-lb. 
Cole Shepherd, who had 55 solo tack-
les last season with two sacks and 19 
tackles for loss.

But Eastern Montgomery returns 
three-year starters Shawn Benjamin 
(5-11, 294 lbs.) and Brandon Work 
(5-5, 202 lbs.). Eight seniors make 
up a squad of 27 players that also in-
cludes seven tenth graders and three 
ninth graders. Stewart hopes some of 
the youngsters grow up quicker than 
expected.

One or two injuries with a small 
squad and a condensed schedule, ac-
cording to Stewart, could make or 
break the season. “A guy being out one 
or two weeks. Well, there went one-
third of the season,” he said.

One of the biggest factors on East-
ern Montgomery’s side is the return of 
6-2, 167-lb. quarterback/safety Adam 
Bahnken. He was second on the team 
in total tackles with 66.5.

“We are returning several players 
on both sides of the ball. However, 
we have some key positions to fi ll, and 
without any scrimmages and with a 
shortened pre-season there are a lot of 
question marks rolling into week one,” 
Stewart said. “We will have to evalu-
ate guys during regular-season games 
versus a scrimmage. I think condition-

ing and cold weather are going to af-
fect game outcomes. One or two extra 
turnovers can swing a ball game in a 
hurry,” the head Mustang said.

Th e spring squad will have seven 
players over 200 pounds, three over 
300 pounds, including 6-1, 335-lb. 
off ensive lineman Brandon Edwards 
and Noah Vishneski (6-1, 357), both 
seniors.

One of the biggest contributors 
could come thanks to the girls’ soccer 
team as sophomore Lilly Underwood 
will step up to take the role of kicker 
this season. She was the Pioneer Player 
of the Year for girls’ soccer this past 
spring when the Lady Mustangs put 
together the best season in the pro-
gram’s history.

“She has done very well in pre-
season and is a good kicker,” Stewart 
said.

Eastern Montgomery is slated to 
open the season on February 22 at 
home versus Covington.

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Eastern Montgomery 
High School 2021 
football schedule
Monday, Feb. 22, Covington
Saturday, Feb. 27, Auburn
Saturday, March 6, at Bath County
Friday, March 13, Narrows
Saturday, March 20, at Bland
Friday, March 27, at Parry McCluer

Prioleau returns to loaded Radford Bobcat lineup this spring

Radford High School’s football 
head coach Matthew Saunders said 
COVID-19 has not directly aff ected 
his team, but overlapping seasons 
have.

“We have a lot of student-athletes 
that play multiple sports at Radford. 
I think that is great, but due to CO-
VID the team and I can’t interact with 
the players playing another sport,” the 
boss Bobcat said. “I am able to go over 
some things with them getting one-
on-one practice, but they can’t be with 
the other football players.”

Th e team that fi nished 9-3 last sea-
son, losing in the state quarterfi nals, 
returns eight starters on both sides of 
the ball.

“Because of injuries, we started and 
played a lot of people (last season),” 
Saunders said.

Th e coach has put together a 92-63 
mark at his alma mater and has been 
a constant in the state playoff s year in 
and year out.

Th e extended time off  has had its 
negatives for this year’s team.

“We are not where we want to be 
at this point,” Saunders said. “We 
are a little behind where I want to be 
strength and conditioning wise.”

Radford did lose three big cogs 
down in the dirt with the graduation 
of All-county/All-city lineman of the 
year Ben Cox, Andrew Olgerson and 

Kip Green.
Cox is now at Vanderbilt, Olgerson 

at Averett and Green at Coastal Caro-
lina. Also lost was Ethan Hoff man 
who had 55 solo tackles with 27 for 
loss and seven sacks.

Th e team also lost a key piece of last 
year’s team in the form of kicker Con-
nor Lytton who left school early to at-
tend Boston College. Lytton was 39 
of 40 on PATs and hit many key fi eld 
goals with a long of 48 yards. Also, 
72 percent of his kickoff s were touch-
backs. He was named the All-County/
All-City defensive and specialist of the 
year.

Radford also lost running back 
Justice Marshall (528 yards on 100 
carries, 19 catches for 206 yards with 
three touchdowns) to graduation. 
Marshall did not fi nish last season be-
cause of an injury and will be missed 
on both sides of the ball this spring.

Saunders will regain the services of 
all-world running back P.J. Prioleau 
who suff ered a season-ending knee in-
jury in a preseason game in 2019. He 
sat out the entire season. As a sopho-
more, the 5-11, 160 pounder rushed 
for 1,725 yards on 231 carries with 20 
touchdowns.

6-3, 210-lb. quarterback Alex Rupe 
is back. Last year he completed 59 
of 128 passes for 878 yards and nine 
touchdowns. He also rushed 132 times 
for 953 yards and 16 touchdowns. He 
combined for 1,831 all-purpose yards 
and was involved in 96 of the team’s 

points last season.
Darius Wesley-Burbeck is also back 

after rushing 105 times for 707 yards 
with nine rushing touchdowns. He 
also had seven catches for 133 yards 
with another touchdown.

Temporarily, both Prioleau and 
Wesley-Burbeck will be unavailable to 
the football team as both are playing 
on the basketball team that moved on 
to state semi-fi nals last week.

Th e Bobcat off ensive line will have 
a lot of size with 10 players on the ros-
ter over 200 pounds and three over 
250. Jake Ritchey (6-3, 215), Sam 
Kennedy (6-2, 257), John Hayes (6-0, 
202) and Spencer Perdue (5-9, 226) 
are all seniors.

On the defensive side of the ball, 
Kamaree Tanner, who had 33 solo 
tackles last season with three intercep-
tions, is back and will be counted on a 
lot more this season. Look for senior 
defensive back Xavier Cobb to also 
play a big role for a team that is known 
for its stopping power.

Mason Sproule will step up to take 
over kicking duties.

Saunders does not believe the short-
ened season will aff ect his team and 
expects them to make a run deep into 
the playoff s when they get everyone 
back into playing shape.

“I think we can make a long run in 
the playoff s if things go our way,” he 
said.

Radford opens the spring 2021 sea-
son at home against Giles.

P.J. Prioleau returns to the football field for the Radford 
Bobcats this year after missing the 2019 season with a 
knee injury.

Kamaree Tanner had 33 solo tackles with three 
interceptions last season.

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.orgRadford High School 

schedule for 2021 
football season

Monday, Feb. 22, Giles
Friday, March 5, at James River
Friday, March 12, at Alleghany
Friday, March 19, at Blacksburg
Friday, March 26, Floyd
Friday, April 2, at Carroll County
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