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RICHMOND—Governor Ralph 
Northam Wednesday announced 
that as COVID-19 hospitalizations 
and infection rates continue to de-
cline and vaccinations rise in Virginia, 
certain outdoor sports and entertain-
ment venues may begin to operate at 
increased capacity starting Monday, 
March 1.

Th e governor amended Executive 
Order Seventy-Two with the next 
steps of the “Forward Virginia” plan to 

safely and gradually ease public health 
restrictions while mitigating the spread 
of the virus.

Th e key changes in the Th ird 
Amended Executive Order Seventy-
Two include 1) Social gatherings: 
Th e maximum number of individu-
als permitted in a social gathering 
will increase from 10 to 25 people 
for outdoor settings, while remain-
ing at 10 persons for indoor settings. 
2)  Entertainment venues: Outdoor 

entertainment and public amusement 
venues will be able to operate with up 
to 1,000 individuals or at 30 percent 
capacity, whichever is lower. If current 
trends continue, these venues may be 
able to operate at 30 percent capacity 
with no cap on the number of people 
permitted to attend starting in April. 
Indoor entertainment and public 
amusement venues must continue to 

Arrest made 
in TruHarvest 
Farms break-in

With assistance from the 
City of Radford Police De-
partment, the Montgom-
ery County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce 
Th ursday arrested Justin 
Scott Murphy, 29, of Rad-
ford, after “an intense inves-
tigation” following Wednes-
day’s break-in at TruHarvest 
Farms.

Th e arrest was conducted 
without incident around 
3:00 a.m. in the City of 
Radford.

Wednesday’s break-in 
was the latest in a series of 
burglaries that have plagued 
the local manufacturer of 
hemp products at 1771 Fla-
nagan Drive in Christians-
burg.

Murphy has been 
charged with breaking and 
entering, three counts of 
grand larceny, and posses-
sion of a fi rearm by a felon. 
He is being held without 

With infections falling, vaccinations 
rising, governor increases capacity limits 
for outdoor sports, entertainment venues

Justin Scott Murphy

DECA to honor 
Blacksburg High’s 
Georgia-Kathryn 
Duncan for service to 
local, state chapters

Blacksburg, VA – 
Blacksburg High School 
senior Georgia-Kath-
ryn Duncan has drawn 
praise from the Virginia 
DECA state advisor, 
Donna Dail, for her ex-
emplary service to both 
the Blacksburg High 
School DECA and to the 
organization statewide as 
the Region 5 Vice Presi-
dent during the 2020-21 
school year.

“As a leader for the 
state association, Geor-
gia-Kathryn has gone be-
yond what anyone could 
have imagined. When 
many students are strug-
gling to engage and con-
nect during COVID, VA 
DECA state offi  cers have 
exceeded expectations to 
lead students across the 
state,” said Dail.

Formerly Distribu-

tive Education Clubs 
of America, DECA is 
a career and techni-
cal student organiza-
tion that prepares over 
13,000 emerging leaders 
and entrepreneurs who 
are interested in careers 
in marketing, fi nance, 
hospitality and manage-
ment. DECA enhances 
the preparation for col-
lege and careers by pro-
viding co-curricular pro-
grams that integrate into 
classroom instruction, 
apply learning, connect 
to business and promote 
competition.

Each year, Virginia 
DECA elects 10 stu-
dent leaders from across 
the commonwealth to 
lead and plan a program 
of work for Virginia’s 

RU theatre/cinema department 
presents ‘When She Had Wings’

Students in the Radford Uni-
versity Department of Th eatre and 
Cinema are presenting a virtual pro-
duction of “When She Had Wings” 
today, Feb. 27, and Sunday, Feb. 28, 

in Pridemore Playhouse.
Online show times are 10:00 a.m. 

and 2:00 p.m. on Feb. 27 and 2:00 
p.m. on Sunday, Feb. 28.  Th is show 
is appropriate for all ages. Tickets are 

on sale now at www.rutheatretickets.
com.

Penned by playwright Susan 
Zeder, this fun and inspiring tale fol-
lows the imagination of an insecure 
nine-year-old girl named B who 
dreams of fl ying. Audiences will soar 
through clouds of whimsy and won-
der as B lifts off  on her adventures.

Senior theatre major Angellise Pa-
checo is cast in the lead role of B, the 
nine-year-old girl whose imaginative 
exploits drive the story. Th e role is 
very physical, with lots of falling, 
jumping and quick movements, the 
way many high-energy nine-year-
olds play. Pacheco says that doing all 
of those things while wearing a mask 
has been one of the more challeng-
ing aspects of the production. 

One of the driving plot elements 
of “When She Had Wings” is the 
nine-year-old girl’s disdain for her 
upcoming birthday, believing that 

Virginia Tech ranked third 
in ‘alternative’ college index

Academic factors are surely 
a dominant factor in choosing 
a college, but they are not the 
only aspect of college life to be 
taken into account.

Match College has recently 

completed its 2021 Alternative 
College Ranking Index, which 
ranked Virginia Tech third in 
the country from among 50 of 
the biggest universities. Six fac-
tors other than academics were 

See RU Theatre, page 6

Angellise Pacheco (left) rehearses her role as B on the partially-
constructed set of ‘When She Had Wings,’ a tale of high-altitude 
imagination, in Pridemore Playhouse.

See DECA, page 7

bail in the Montgomery 
County Jail.

It is believed Murphy is 
connected to the previous 
larcenies at TruHarvest. 
Th e investigation contin-
ues, however, and anyone 
with additional informa-
tion about the crimes is 
encouraged to call Investi-
gations Lt. Light at (540) 
382‐6915 ext. 44422.

CHRISTIANSBURG -- Th e fi rst 
case of the SARS-Co-V-2 variant 
B.1.351 has been confi rmed in an 
adult resident of Southwest Virginia 
who recently returned from interna-
tional travel.

Dr. Noelle Bissell, the health direc-
tor of the New River Health District, 
saw the appearance of the variant as a 

call for increased vigilance. “We are in 
a race to stop the spread of these new 
variants, and it’s time to double down 
on personal precautions,” Dr. Bissell 
said in her recent weekly news brief-
ing. “It is critical that all Virginians 
comply now with mitigation mea-
sures. Th e more people that become 
infected, the greater the chance the 

virus will mutate and a variant will 
arise that could undermine all our 
vaccination eff orts.”

Th e health district director pointed 
out that public health recommenda-
tions for stopping the spread of CO-
VID-19 will work for all COVID-19 

COVID update: First case of virus 
variant shows up in Southwest Virginia

BHS senior Georgia-Kathryn Duncan has served as the 
Virginia DECA’s Region 5 Vice President for the 2020-
21 school year and will be honored at the state DECA 
leadership conference in March. used to compile the index.

The six alternative factors used 
by Match College were quality of 
life, safety, sustainability, sports 
participation, registered student 
organizations and bars within one 
mile of the campus.

The safety score was based on 
the number of crimes on campus 
per 10,000 students since 2001. 
The sports participation rankings 
were based on the percentage of 
students who are part of a sports 
team. The scores for the student 
organizations were based on the 
number of organizations per 
10,000 students.  

In the index, Virginia Tech fin-
ished behind only the University 
of Michigan and New York Uni-
versity in the ‘alternative’ college 
rankings. Other colleges in the 
top ten rankings were the Uni-
versity of Georgia, Penn State 
University, Iowa State University, 
the University of Missouri, Wash-
ington State University, Auburn 
University and Oregon State Uni-
versity.

See Capacity, page 7

See Variant, page 7
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. Current unit
  4. Antidiuretic hormone
  7. “What’s up?”
 10. A female domestic
 12. Animal catching device
 14. Large tailless  primate
 15. Forearm bones
 17. Agarwood oil
 18. Japanese waist pouch
 19. 36th President
 22. Largest Mediterranean 
island
 23. Nicklas Grossman’s 
birthplace
 24. Point that is one point 
E of NE
 25. 1841 Rhode Is. rebellion
 26. Largest CA city
 27. Michigan
 28. Visualized

 30. Remain as is
 32. The Volunteer state
 33. Chinese painter Zhang 
__
 34. Small young herring
 36. Reverences
 39. Cape Verde capital
 41. Optically formed 
duplicates
 43. Travel around the 
world
 46. Chills and fever
 47. Tennis player Erlich
 48. Elicit or derive
 50. Small scissors cut
 51. Thin continuous mark
 52. Prevents harm to 
creatures
 53. Belonging to a thing
 54. A boy or youth

 55. Old small French coin 
 

 CLUES DOWN
  1. A Dalton (physics)
  2. Shopping complexes
  3. Chinese transliteration 
system
  4. Lack of normal muscle 
tone
  5. Clobber
  6. Pilgrimage to Mecca
  7. Divine language of 
Hinduism
  8. A sudden outburst
  9. Laborer who does menial 
work
 11. Move to music
 13. Unit of loudness
 16. Suitable for use as food
 18. Financial gain

 20. 14760, NY
 21. Possessed
 28. Saddle foot supports
 29. Encircle with lace
 30. Hindu religious teacher
 31. Haulage
 34. Faucet
 35. 1509 Portuguese/Indian 
battle
 37. Good Gosh!
 38. Frame-ups
 40. Pentyl
 41. Covered with ivy
 42. Painting on dry plaster
 43. Colombia’s 3rd largest city
 44. Short fiber combed from 
long
 45. Tolstoy’s Karenina
 49. Cologne
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Neutral and colors.

860 University City Blvd. • Blacksburg • (540) 951-8102
Mon-Sat 11:30am-4pm • Always convenient, free parking

Under all the layers,
enjoy wireless comfort

and support from
Coobie Bras

Saturday, Feb. 27: 
Outdoor Book Sale
10 a.m. - 4 p.m. at the 

Blacksburg Library weather per-
mitting. Th e cost is $5 per bag 
or $1 for hardbacks and $.50 for 
paperbacks. Gift books are avail-
able for $2 each. Call the library 
for more details and to confi rm 
the sale is being held.

Sunday, Feb. 28:
Blacksburg Disc Golf Fund-

raiser
Th is is a two-division trophy-

only event. Th e course has been 
modifi ed into a temporary 16-
hole tournament layout. Regis-
tration is $30 and will include a 
two-disc player pack. Th e money 
raised will be used to reimburse 
the cost of the installation of the 
new tee pads at Blacksburg Mu-
nicipal Park.

Th is is a tee-time event. Fi-
nal tee times will be posted on 
the event page after registration 
closes on the evening of Friday, 
Feb. 26. Arrive at least 15 min-
utes before your designated tee 
time to check in. To register, 
visit https://www.discgolfscene.
com/tournaments/Blacksburg_
Municipal_Disc_Golf_Fund-
raiser_2021.

Monday, March 1:
Blacksburg Business License 

Reminder
Town of Blacksburg business 

license renewal forms for 2021 
are due by Mon, Mar. 1. Busi-
nesses are assessed an annual 
license tax based on the prior 
year’s annual gross receipts. 

Taxes and fees must be fi led and 
paid by Mar. 1 to avoid late fi l-
ing and late payment penalties 
of 10% each and 10% interest. 
Renewal packets were mailed in 
early January. If you have not 
received the packet, please email 
businesslicensegroup@blacks-
burg.gov or call 540.961.1108. 
For assistance contact the Com-
munity Relations Offi  ce at 
540.443.1090 or email cro@
blacksburg.gov.

Tuesday, March 2:
Book Talk: “Monsters 

among Us”
Author Monica Rodden, 

a Virginia Tech graduate, has 
published her fi rst teen novel, 
and the Radford Public Library 
has copies available to check out 
as well as to give away. “Mon-
sters among Us” is a mystery 
novel with Gothic and feminist 
themes. It includes aspects of 
“Wuthering Heights.”

Join in for a conversation 
about the book. For a copy of 
the book, email Elizabeth.sen-
sabaugh@radfordva.gov. Th e 
Lamplighters are funding this 
author event.

Thursday, March 4:
Noise alert: Corps of Cadets 

Rifl e Practice
Th e Corps of Cadets’ preci-

sion drill team, the Gregory 
Guard, will practice fi ring a rifl e 
salute at 6 p.m. behind Lane 
Hall, 280 Alumni Mall. Expect 
three volleys of shots.

American Legion meeting
Th e American Legion Har-

vey-Howe-Carper Post 30 will 

meet at 7 p.m. at the VFW Post 
Home on 102 Watts St. in Rad-
ford. In case of heavy snow or 
ice that day, the meeting will be 
canceled. For further informa-
tion, call 250-2283 or 239-9864

Tuesday, March 9:
Sons of Confederate Veter-

ans meeting
Th e Sons of Confederate 

Veterans, Stuart Horse Artillery 
Camp 1784 will meet at 7 p.m. 
at Aly’s Family Italian Restau-
rant, 3204 Riner Road in Mont-
gomery County. William Reed 
will present the “History of the 
51st Virginia Regiment.” Mem-
bers of the United Daughters of 
the Confederacy (UDC) are in-
vited to attend. In case of heavy 
snow or ice that day, the meet-
ing will be canceled. For further 
information, call 320-4315 or 
239-9864.

Wednesday, March 
10:

Radford Chamber Business 
over Breakfast

From 8-9 a.m. at the Radford 
Coff ee Company, 333 W. Main 
St. Th e guest speaker is Kim Re-
pass with the Radford Economic 
Development department. Pre-
registration is requested at www.
radfordchamber.com. Please 
bring a face mask to abide by 
current COVID-19 state regula-
tions.

Tuesday, March 16:
Radford Reads with Monica 

Rodden
Join the Radford Public Li-

brary at 6:30 p.m. for a Zoom 
conversation with Monica Rod-
den, author of “Monsters among 
Us.” Rodden will read from her 
book and talk about the pub-
lishing process. Email Eliza-
beth at elizabeth.sensabaugh@
radfordva.gov for details. Th e 
library has a limited number 
of free copies of this book to 
give away while supplies last, so 
those interested in obtaining a 
copy should let the staff  know.

Ongoing:

Through Friday, 
Mar. 5:

Glencoe Mansion “2020 in 
Review” Art Show

Th e show features the works 
of artists Cheryl Mackian, the 
Radford Photo Club, and Teresa 
Regil, whose works all appeared 
in the Gallery during 2020. Th e 
exhibit is free and open to the 
public.

Blacksburg free curbside 
brush collection

Th e Town of Blacksburg is 
off ering free curbside brush 
collection for snow and ice 
storm-related vegetative debris 
through March 5. Residents are 
required to call public works at 
540-443-1200 to request a spe-
cial pickup, and collections will 
be made in the order they are 
received. Requests will be tak-
en until Friday, March 5, and 
will be limited to one pickup 
per household. Pickups will be 
limited to one dump truck load 
(10’x7’x3’) per location per 
pickup date. To be picked up, 
the brush should be cut into 

lengths no greater than seven 
feet and no greater than six 
inches in diameter and should 
be stacked outside and away 
from any fencing, mailboxes, 
shrubbery, lamp posts, or any 
other structure or obstacles 
that may be damaged by town 
equipment. 

Through March 31:
Virginia Tech Parking Sur-

vey
Virginia Tech has released a 

2021 Parking Survey. All those 
who utilize parking and trans-
portation in and around the 
Virginia Tech Blacksburg cam-
pus are invited to participate, 
including visitors and Blacks-
burg residents. Th e survey will 
close March 31, 2021, at 5 p.m.

All responses will remain 
anonymous and will be ana-
lyzed at the aggregate level. Th e 
survey should take fewer than 
15 minutes to complete. To 
take the survey, visit

https://vtnews.vt.edu/no-
tices/adm-evergreens/Transpo-
parkingsurvey.html.

Through Saturday, 
April 24:

‘Unbearable Beauty’ Exhibit 
at Moss Arts Center

Th e exhibit is open each 
Wednesday from 10 a.m. until 
5 p.m. and on Saturdays from 
10 a.m. until 4 p.m. through 
Saturday, April 24. Th e exhibit 
is a demonstration of the dev-
astation human activity has 
wreaked on the environment. 
Th e exhibit is free and open to 
the public.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Four NRCC students nominated for 2021 All-Virginia Academic Team

Four New River Com-
munity College (NRCC) 
students, including one 
from Blacksburg and 
one from Radford, have 
been nominated to the 
Phi Theta Kappa (PTK) 
2021 All-Virginia Aca-
demic team.

The NRCC students 
who received the hon-
or are Grace Ankeney, 
Elana Dao, Michael 
Johnson, and Eric Pratt. 
These four students will 
be recognized at a virtual 
All-Virginia Academic 
Team awards event on 

April 21, 2021.
The virtual event will 

be in lieu of the awards 
luncheon that is nor-
mally held in Richmond. 
Each student will receive 
a medallion and cer-
tificate in recognition 
of this honor. From the 

Michael Johnson of Radford Grace Ankeney of Blacksburg Eric Pratt of Draper Elana Dao of Pearisburg

group of Virginia Com-
munity College System 
students recognized, 10 
will be eligible for na-
tional awards.

From Blacksburg, An-
keney is currently work-
ing on completion of 
general studies and liber-
al arts associate degrees. 
After NRCC, she plans 
to pursue a four-year de-
gree and study psychol-
ogy before attending law 
school and becoming a 
human rights attorney. 
She is interested in start-
ing an environmental 
club at NRCC.   

“I had heard great 
things about NRCC from 
people I knew in Blacks-
burg. Upon visiting the 
school, I was struck by 
how caring and involved 
the faculty were,” said 
Ankeney. “I immediately 
knew NRCC was a place 
that would equip me for 
the future and advance 
my educational goals.” 

Dao lives in Pearisburg 
and is working on an as-
sociate degree in business 
management and a career 
studies certificate in hu-

man resource practices. 
She plans to continue liv-
ing in Giles County after 
graduation and hopes to 
one day open her own 
salon.  

She serves her com-
munity by volunteering 
at a local animal shelter 
and helping with Opera-
tion Christmas Child by 
Samaritan’s Purse. Dao 
is also an NRCC Access 
to Community College 
Education (ACCE) stu-
dent. ACCE provides 
free tuition to NRCC 
in exchange for local 
community service. Dao 
chose to attend NRCC 
because of the local cam-
pus access and because 
her mother and brother 
also attended NRCC. 

Pratt lives in Draper 
and is in the engineering 
associate degree program 
at NRCC. After complet-
ing his degree at NRCC, 
he plans to transfer to 
Virginia Tech to study 
materials science and 
engineering with hopes 
of working with carbon-
based materials and addi-
tive manufacturing.  

“I chose NRCC be-
cause it is a great oppor-
tunity to receive an equal 
or better education at a 
far better price, and the 
small class size allows for 
more personal education 
and contact with educa-
tors and staff,” said Pratt.  

Johnson is studying 
instrumentation and 
control automation tech-
nology, electrical engi-
neering technology, and 
electronics technology. 
He lives in Radford and 
plans to remain in his 
community after com-
pleting his degrees. He 
hopes to work with pro-
grammable logic control-
lers and robotics tech-
nologies.

“I chose NRCC spe-
cifically for the instru-
mentation and control 
automation program, of 
which NRCC has one 
of the best around,” said 
Johnson.  

PTK is an interna-
tional honor society of 
two-year colleges and ac-
ademic programs, partic-
ularly state colleges and 
community colleges. The 
organization’s mission is 
to recognize the academ-
ic achievement of college 
students and to provide 
opportunities for them 
to grow as scholars. To 
be eligible for PTK stu-
dents must  be enrolled 
at NRCC, have a mini-
mum 3.2 cumulative 
grade point average, and 
have completed at least 
12 non-developmental 
credits at NRCC.

More information on 
PTK at NRCC is avail-
able by contacting fac-
ulty sponsors Brian Clark 
at bclark@nr.edu or Ellen 
Oliver at eoliver@nr.edu.
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For online information and applications please go

FOR REPEAT FILERS March 1, 2021
FOR FIRST TIME FILERS December 31, 2021

to MONTVA.COM click on Elected Officials,

DEADLINES:

For applications and additional information
contact the Commissioner of the Revenue's Office

Commissioner of the Revenue, Tax Relief.

Brenda Winkle, Master Deputy
winklebh@montgomerycountyva.gov

540-394-2120 ext. 54042
755 Roanoke St. Suite 1A
Christiansburg, VA 24073

LEGAL NOTICE

DEPENDING ON TOTAL HOUSEHOLD INCOME

Real estate tax relief programs are available to County citizens who
are age 65 and over as of Jan. 1, 2021 or are totally and
permanently disabled. You must own and live in the home
(including mobile homes) for which relief is requested.

MONTGOMERY COUNTY

TAX RELIEF PROGRAMS

TAX RELIEF RANGES FROM

Preview Dates: Sat. Feb. 20th @ Noon & Thu. Feb. 25th @ 4 PM
Brick ranch home in the town of Christiansburg VA. Has tons of space and a great 
yard! The main level has 1,750 sq. ft. w/ 3 BR & 2 BA. Has a 1,915 sq. ft. partially 
finished basement w/ full bath, large family room & workshop space. Electric 
ceiling heat on the main level & baseboard heat in basement. Has a fireplace and 
woodstove, public water & sewer. Set on a large, half acre lot.  Close to NRV Mall, 
shopping, hospital, VA Tech & more!
 Terms: 10% Buyer’s Premium, $2,500 Earnest Money Deposit, Close in 30 days. Subject to 
seller confirmation.  Property sold “as is, where is with any and all faults”. Buyer is expected to 
complete their own due diligence.
Download Bidder Pack at VaAuctionPro.com for complete details & terms.

Contact Broker & Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at 540-239-2585 
or email gallimore.matt@gmail.com

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION 
Thursday March 4th at 4 PM

 Home for Sale in Christiansburg VA!
60 S Central Dr. Christiansburg, VA 24073

102 S. Locust Street, 
Floyd, VA  24091
(540) 745-2005

VaAuctionPro.com
Lic# 2907004059

Bid Online Now at VAAuctionPro.com

Health District off ers second vaccine doses today, Feb. 27, at RU
CHRISTIANSBURG -- 

Th e New River Health District 
will hold a second-dose vac-
cine clinic today, Feb. 27, from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., at Radford 
University’s Dedmon Center, 
101 University Drive in Rad-
ford.

Parking will be on the river 
side of the parking lot. Signs 
will be posted to direct attend-
ees to the site.

Th is clinic will off er second 
doses of moderna vaccine only 
to those who received their fi rst 

shot on or before January 29. 
A photo ID will be required, 
along with the CDC vaccina-
tion card given at the time of 
the fi rst dose. Th ose who have 
misplaced their card can wait 
at the site to have their vaccine 
information confi rmed and 
will receive a replacement card.

To get the second dose at 
this clinic, participants must 
have received their fi rst dose 
through a pharmacy, a medi-
cal provider or a local health 
department in the New River 

Health District. Th e district 
includes Floyd, Giles, Mont-
gomery and Pulaski counties 
and the City of Radford.

“Due to recent weather-
related interruptions in vac-
cine supply, we are hosting this 
large event with more parking 
capacity, all the effi  ciencies of 
a large-scale event and the sup-
port of many local partners,” 
said Noelle Bissell, director of 
the New River Health District. 
“We strongly encourage those 
who are eligible to take advan-

tage of this opportunity to get 
fully vaccinated.”

Participants must also com-
plete a vaccination form. To 
download and complete the 
form in advance, visit www.
NRVroadtowellness.com.

Th ose traveling to today’s 
clinic from Christiansburg 
should note that a portion of 
Radford Street at the intersec-
tion with Badger Street will be 
closed in both directions for 
30 minutes around 11 a.m. 
It will be more convenient to 

take I-81 or another route to 
the Dedmon Center during 
this time.

For anyone who is eligible 
but cannot attend this Sat-
urday’s clinic, the New River 
Health District will continue 
off ering second doses each 
weekday from 9 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. at Blue Ridge Church in 
Christiansburg. No appoint-
ment is needed, but partici-
pants should bring a photo ID 
and their CDC vaccination 
card.

Jumping frost crystals: VT lab seeks to relegate windshield 
scraping on freezing Virginia mornings to the past

Frost breaks off and “jumps” upward due to an electrostatic charge.

If you have ever gotten 
up on a winter morning 
and thrown yourself into 
the arduous task of scrap-
ing frost from a wind-
shield, a Virginia Tech 
lab is engaging science 
that could make your life 
much easier. In research 
funded by the National 
Science Foundation, As-
sociate Professor Jonathan 
Borekyo has led a team in 
developing a potential so-
lution for frost removal by 
way of electrostatics.

As water freezes, posi-
tively charged protons 
and negatively charged 
electrons separate. Fro-
zen ice crystals become 
electrifi ed as the top of 
the frost becomes warmer 
than the bottom of the 
frost. Th is causes charged 
ions to move from top to 
bottom (warm to cold), 
but it turns out that the 
positive ions can migrate 

faster. Th e top of the frost 
ends up being negatively 
charged while the bot-
tom is more positively 
charged, a concept known 
as charge separation. 

Charge separation in 
frost has been studied in 
the past, but the eff ect has 
never been exploited to 
remove the frost from its 
surface. Boreyko’s Nature-
Inspired Fluids and In-
terfaces Lab set out to fi ll 
that gap. Th e team started 
by artifi cially creating 
frost on a surface. Th ey 
then suspended a fi lm of 
water above the frost us-
ing fi lter paper. Opposites 
attract, so the negatively-
charged top of the frost 
sheet attracted the posi-
tive ions in the water. Th is 
generated an electric fi eld 
that exerted an attractive 
force on the frost sheet.

Using a high-speed 
camera, the team observed 

frost particles breaking off  
their substrate and jump-
ing toward the opposing 
fi lm of water. Frost was 
grown on both metal and 
glass surfaces, indicating 
that the jumping frost ef-
fect is possible regardless 
of the thermal and electri-
cal properties of the ob-
ject holding the water.

With this data in hand, 
the team is moving to 
larger scales in their test-
ing. Th e ice particles in 
this experiment were very 
small in size, each only a 
few millimeters or less. 
Boreyko’s team is work-
ing toward removing large 
sheets of ice by increas-
ing the amount of charge 
that comes near the frost. 
By replacing warm wa-
ter with actively charged 
electrodes, the small frost 
jumps could become 
large-scale ice evacua-
tions.   

“If we can amplify this 
electrostatic de-icing ef-
fect such that entire sheets 
of ice or frost are in-

stantly ripped away from 
their surface, it could be 
a game-changer for the 
aircraft and HVAC indus-

tries,” said Borekyo.

-- Written by 
Alex Parrish

VT professor urges state’s grain growers 
to watch for rapid price changes

B L A C K S B U R G —
Speaking at the virtual 
2021 Virginia Grain and 
Soybean Annual Confer-
ence, Dr. David Kohl, 
Virginia Tech professor 
emeritus of agricultural 
fi nance and small busi-
ness management, said 
the commonwealth’s 
grain growers need to 
prepare for rapid changes 
in the price of grain com-
modities this year.

Th is comes on the 
heels of last year’s enor-
mous agricultural com-
modity price drops due 
to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 

“We’re going to have 
infl ation creep, particu-
larly in expenses and 
machinery,” Kohl said. 
“Some of this volatility 
will be extreme. We can’t 
change what comes out 
of China or the election 
results. Th e things we can 
control are our business: 
production, fi nance, 
marketing. Really good 
managers zero in on the 
things they can control 
in their business.”

Th e economic vola-
tility Kohl expects will 
off er opportunities for 
some producers to pros-
per, but only if they’re 
willing to take chances 
on new business. “In this 
management transition 
period, entrepreneurs are 
the ones who will thrive,” 
he said.

Continued uncer-
tainty regarding exports 
to China and new trade 
agreements will be driv-
ing change in grain mar-
kets, Kohl said. While 
China purchased signifi -
cant amounts of Ameri-
can soybeans and other 
small grains last year, 
farmers shouldn’t expect 
that to continue.

“Don’t bet your farm 
on trade with China,” 
he said, noting that 
China recently imposed 
new tariff s on Australian 
commodities after that 
country accused China 
of being the source of the 
COVID-19 virus. China 
also has invested more 
than $1 trillion in farm-
land purchases in other 

countries, seeking to 
build its own agricultural 
supply chain.

Kohl said that many 
countries are looking 
for regional trade agree-
ments rather than world-
wide treaties. After six 
decades of increasing 
farm exports after World 
War II, global trade share 
of the U.S. grain market 
dropped 9% between 
2009 and 2017. Unless 
American farmers want 
to be left out of those 
regional markets, Kohl 
said, they should support 
joining treaties such as 
the Trans-Pacifi c Partner-
ship.

While stronger ex-
ports and emergency 
government supports in 
2020 led to improved 
bottom lines for many 
grain producers, Kohl 
warned against taking 
that for granted this year. 
“Don’t depend on those 
government payments to 
continue,” he said, add-
ing that increased gov-
ernment support of the 
farm sector comes with 

Among Virginia’s field crops, soybeans provide the 
second-most revenue for the commonwealth’s farmers, 
about 5% of the state’s total agricultural receipts.

increased limitations. 
“When the government 
writes checks, the govern-
ment encroaches” in areas 
such as environmental 
regulations and taxes.

Other concerns on the 
radar for 2021 include a 
possible increase in the 
federal minimum wage, 
higher income taxes, the 
partial disassembly of the 
U.S. energy fossil fuel in-
dustry and de-urbaniza-
tion trends.

Kohl said the smart 
farmer will thrive in these 
market conditions by 
taking the time to make 
written production plans, 
set goals and then follow 
through on them.

“Th at’s one of the 
things the pandemic re-
ally did: make producers 
reassess their goals.”
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An Empty Nest
I’m not really so much 

a nature lover as a nature 
liker. I’m not strictly the 
indoors type, but I have 
often considered it likely 
that John Denver didn’t 
watch out for falling 
rocks as he should have, 
what with his Rocky 
Mountain High and all.

I have never really 
understood why oth-
erwise perfectly sane 
people choose -- appar-
ently without coercion 
or torture -- to leave the 
comfort of an air-condi-
tioned home complete 
with a queen-sized bed 
and a refrigerator packed 
with yummy foodstuff s 
to go “commune with 
nature.” If God had 
intended to condemn 
mankind to sleeping 
out in the cold on the 
ground, he wouldn’t 
have invented the mat-
tress.

I think the cure for 
camping out happened 
to me back in my mid-
20s. In the army, I was 
with a special training 
unit that cranked up the 
tracks and headed for 
the German countryside 
Monday morning before 
daylight and rattled back 
into the base Th ursday 
evening after dark. Every 
week for months.

While we as a battal-
ion (which included my 
outfi t) often spent the 
week traipsing through 
the snow and shivering 
and chattering our teeth 
in frequent ferocious, 

bone-chilling rain-
storms, honesty compels 
me to confess that for 
the most part my unit 
had it pretty good.

I was the battalion 
communications offi  cer. 
Th e important fact to 
recall about that little 
tidbit is that we had 
charge of the battalion’s 
classifi ed documents. 
And when you’re in West 
Germany out in the 
woods less than thirty 
miles from East Germa-
ny and a gazillion Com-
munist soldiers, clas-
sifi ed documents were 
taken seriously. Very se-
riously indeed.

So when we arrived 
at our training site, my 
commo platoon set up 
apart from everyone 
else. Not only that but 
we strung up concertina 
wire around our tracks 
to keep everyone out or 
at least to provide us fair 
warning if anyone tried 
to come in without per-
mission. In case you’re 
not sure about concer-
tina wire, the book defi -
nition is that it’s “a type 
of barbed wire or razor 
wire that is formed in 
large coils which can 
be expanded like a con-
certina. In conjunction 
with plain barbed wire 
and steel pickets, it is 
most often used to form 
military-style wire ob-
stacles.”

I.e., it’s pretty nasty 

OPINION

Virginia students again among 
top 10 in AP exam achievement

According to information re-
leased Wednesday by the Col-
lege Board, Virginia is once again 
among the top ten states for its 
scores on Advanced Placement ex-
aminations.

Th e released statistics refl ect that 
28.6 percent of the commonwealth’s 
2020 graduating seniors earned a 
score of three or higher on at least 
one AP test. Th e scores ranked the 
Virginia school system as tenth in 
the nation for students demonstrat-
ing college-level achievement on at 
least one AP exam.

Nationwide 24.4 percent of 
graduating seniors achieved scores 
of three or higher on the exam.

As released by the College Board, 
the nonprofi t organization that 
manages the AP program, the rank-
ings of the top 10 states with the 
percentage of their students who 
demonstrated college-level achieve-
ments were (1) Connecticut 34.5 
(2) Florida 34.2 (3) Massachusetts 
34.0 (4) California 32.4 (5) New 

York 31.6 (6) Maryland 31.5 (7) 
New Jersey 31.3 (8) Colorado 29.0 
(9) Illinois 29.0 (10) Virginia 28.6.

 “While Virginia continues to 
rank in the top 10 in AP participa-
tion and performance, there are still 
wide disparities in participation 
and outcomes when we compare 
data for diff erent student groups,” 
Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion James Lane said. “As high 
schools recover from the coronavi-
rus pandemic, equity — including 
expanding access to AP courses and 
identifying and encouraging more 
students with the potential to suc-
ceed — must be a priority.”

Disaggregated by student group, 
the percentages of Virginia 2020 
graduates who earned a qualifying 
score on at least one AP examina-
tion during high school were Asian 
students: 52.0%;  American Indian 
students: 12.7%; Black students: 
9.1%; Hispanic students: 24.3%; 
White students: 28.1%.

Virginia students earned quali-

fying scores on 98,556 AP exami-
nations in 2020. According to the 
College Board, this represents an 
estimated 295,698 college cred-
its. At an average rate of $462 per 
college credit hour, the College 
Board estimates the total poten-
tial cost savings for the common-
wealth’s students and families was 
$136,612,476.

Although colleges and univer-
sities set their own policies for 
awarding credit, a score of three or 
higher on an AP test is generally 
accepted as indicative of college-
level work.

Th e 10 most popular AP courses 
among Virginia’s 2019 graduat-
ing seniors were — in descending 
order — English Language and 
Composition, U.S. History, U.S. 
Government and Politics, World 
History: Modern, Psychology, 
English Literature and Composi-
tion, Calculus AB, Biology, En-
vironmental Science and Human 
Geography.

Virginia has highest vehicle 
property taxes in country
The personal finance website 

WalletHub has released its 2021 
report on the vehicle property 
taxes paid in each state and de-
termined that Virginia has the 
highest vehicle property taxes in 
the country.

Twenty-three states and the 
District of Columbia have no ve-
hicle property taxes, according to 
WalletHub’s survey. Virginia has 
an effective vehicle tax rate of 
4.05 percent, more than one-half 
of a percent higher than the state 
with the next-highest tax rate, 
Mississippi.

In Virginia, the annual tax-
es paid on a vehicle valued at 
$25,000 total $1,012, making 
Virginia the only state in the 
country with a tax of four fig-
ures.

For vehicle property tax rates, 
WalletHub examined data for 
cities and counties making up at 
least 50 percent of a given state’s 
population and extrapolated this 
to the state level using weighted 
averages based on population 
size. For each state, the website 
assumed all residents own the 
same vehicle: a Toyota Camry 

LE four-door sedan — 2020’s 
highest-selling car — valued at 
$24,970, as of February 2021.

Other locales with the high-
est vehicle tax rates among the 
nation’s 50 states and Washing-
ton, D.C., and their tax rates 
are 40) Wyoming, Nevada, New 
Hampshire (1.80%) 43. Kan-
sas (1.94%) 44. Massachusetts 
(2.25%) 45. South Carolina 
(2.38%) 46. Maine (2.40%) 47. 
Connecticut (2.61%) 48. Mis-
souri (2.63%) 49. Rhode Island 
(3.44%) and 50. Mississippi 
(3.50%).

WalletHub: Th ree Virginia cities 
among America’s hardest working

With March 6 being Employee 
Appreciation Day and the length 
of the average work day increas-
ing by over 40 minutes during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the per-
sonal-finance website WalletHub 
has released its report on 2021’s 
Hardest-Working Cities in Amer-
ica and determined that Virginia 
Beach sits at number three on the 
list, Norfolk is number eight, and 
Chesapeake is number 12.

Said the website in its intro-
duction to the survey, many 
Americans view hard work as the 
path to achieving the American 
Dream. We work so hard, in fact, 
that we put in more hours at our 
jobs than several other industrial-

ized countries. The average U.S. 
worker puts in 1,779 hours per 
year, 135 hours more than the av-
erage in Japan, 241 more than the 
U.K. and 393 more than Germa-
ny. During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, many people have adapted 
to work from home, which can 
end up extending work hours 
even further.

To determine where Americans 
work the hardest, WalletHub 
compared the 116 largest cities 
across 11 key metrics that were 
divided into two broad catego-
ries: direct work factors and in-
direct work factors. The six direct 
work factors the website used to 
determine its rankings were aver-

age workweek hours, the employ-
ment rate, the share of house-
holds in which no adults work, 
the share of workers leaving va-
cation time unused, the share of 
engaged workers (employees who 
are enthusiastic about and com-
mitted to their work and work-
place as defined by Gallup), and 
idle youth (ages 16-24).

The five indirect work factors 
used for the survey were the aver-
age commute time, the share of 
workers with multiple jobs, the 
annual volunteer hours per resi-
dent, the share of residents who 
participate in local groups or or-
ganizations, and the average lei-
sure time spent per day.

See Nest, page 6
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OBITUARIES
Hinkley, Betty Jean Walker
Betty Jean Walker Hin-

kley, 85, of Radford, passed 
away Saturday, Feb. 20, 
2021.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, Clyde 
Wilmer and Sarah Farris 
Walker; her husband, John 
Lee Hinkley, Jr.; a son, 
Tommy Hinkley; and all 11 
siblings.

Survivors include her 
son, David Hinkley (Be-
linda); nine grandchildren; 

multiple great- and great-
great grandchildren; and 
many other relatives and 
friends.

Graveside services were 
held on Wednesday, Feb. 
24, 2021, at the Southwest 
Virginia Veterans Cemetery 
in Dublin with Pastor Rob-
ert Meredith offi  ciating.

Th e Hinkley family is in 
the care of Mullins Funeral 
Home & Crematory in 
Radford. 

Lawson, Wanda Marie 
Wanda Marie Lawson, 

77, of Christiansburg, died 
Tuesday, Feb. 16, 2021, at 
LewisGale Hospital Mont-
gomery.

She was born in Chris-
tiansburg on Jan. 13, 1944, 
to the late Edward and Loel-
la Slusser Dowdy. She was 
also preceded in death by her 
brother, Leighton Dowdy; a 
sister, Th elma Linkous; and 
her best friend, Sandra Law-
son. 

She was a member of New Hope Church 
of God. She enjoyed gardening and grow-
ing fl owers and living on James Street with 
her wonderful friends and family. Above all 
else, she loved her children, grandchildren, 
and adopted grandchildren.

She is survived by her husband of 60 

years, Manuel Lawson; a 
daughter and son-in-law, 
Lisa Lawson and Mark Rob-
ertson; sons and daughters-
in-law, Mike and Jeanette 
Lawson and Terry and Tam-
mie Lawson; grandchildren 
Mikey, Seth, Derek, Hunt-
er, Justin, Andrew, Michael, 
and Brittany; many great-
grandchildren; brother 
Larry Dowdy and Mary 
Stephens; a special nephew, 
Tony Harris; and a special 

dog, Charlie. 
Funeral services were held on Monday, 

Feb. 22, 2021, at 2 p.m. in the McCoy Fu-
neral Home Chapel with the Rev. T. Mi-
chael Bond offi  ciating. Interment followed 
at Roselawn Memorial Gardens, Chris-
tiansburg.

McKenzie, Katherine Branch
Kay (Katherine) Branch 

McKenzie, devoted and 
cherished wife, mother, 
grandmother and great-
grandmother characterized 
by trailblazing professional 
achievements, political ac-
tivism and spirited commit-
ment to causes close to her 
heart, passed away peacefully 
at the age of 85 on Feb. 22, 
2021, at the home of her son, 
surrounded by loving family 
and her devoted and kind 
caregiver, Christie Davis.

She was predeceased by her loving hus-
band of 51 years, Harold C. McKenzie, Jr., 
and her parents, Kitty and Harllee Branch. 

A native of Atlanta born on Feb. 12, 
1936, Kay was raised in Buckhead where she 
grew up as the only girl among three brothers 
during a time of transition for the city and 
for a woman’s role in business and politics. 
Her adventurous nature, old school stan-
dards and genuine southern grace made her 
a woman for all times, and she was admired 
as a pioneer and role model in more than one 
arena. 

She was the fi rst registered female lobby-
ist in the State of Georgia. Her interests and 
commitment to volunteer eff orts included 
work with Sheltering Arms Daycare, Friends 
of the Chattahoochee River from its fl edg-
ling years to prominence, and hands-on sup-
port in the campaigns of many successful 
elected offi  cials including the fi rst mayoral 
campaign of the late Maynard Jackson, At-
lanta’s fi rst African-American elected to the 
offi  ce, as well as the successful campaigns of 
the late U.S. Congressman John Lewis and 
President Jimmy Carter. 

In 1981, she launched McKenzie and As-
sociates, a public relations fi rm that became 
one of the city’s leading locally owned agen-
cies. After selling that agency, she became Se-
nior Vice President of another leading public 
relations fi rm before taking on what she felt 
to be her most meaningful professional work, 
orchestrating communications and creative 
services for the 1996 Atlanta Paralympic 
Games. She later served as Vice President of 
Communications for BlazeSports, the Para-
lympic Games’ legacy organization which 
established sports programs for the physi-
cally disabled in 25 states. Among her many 
professional affi  liations, she was a member 

of the International Business 
Fellows, and with her hus-
band she enjoyed many years 
playing golf at the Piedmont 
Driving Club where they 
were lifetime members. 

After living in Buckhead 
all their lives, Kay and her 
husband moved to Mari-
etta in 2006 to be with fam-
ily where they attended St. 
James Episcopal Church. 
In 2013, due to illness, she 
moved to Winston-Salem 

with her daughter, Katherine McKenzie 
Stegall, and her grandchildren, Katie and 
Beau, to be close to her daughter, Ansley 
McKenzie Browning and family. Th is past 
year she and Katherine moved to Blacksburg 
to live with her son, Harold, and his wife, 
Cindi. 

Despite her varied interests and commit-
ments, devotion to family remained Kay’s 
priority. Her three children remember their 
mother as a fun-loving, adoring, hands-on 
parent and grandparent who delighted in 
their youthful escapades. 

She is survived by her daughters, Kather-
ine and Ansley (William); a son Harold C. 
McKenzie, III, DVM (Cindi); and grand-
children Elizabeth Browning White (Nick), 
Tanner Browning (Catherine), Katie Stegall, 
Ben (Beau) Stegall, Cmdr. Matthew McK-
enzie (Beth), Erynn McKenzie Layman, 
MD (Steve) and Kayleigh McKenzie.

She is also survived by her niece, River 
Branch, and son Quinn; her three brothers, 
Harllee Branch (Jane) of Sacramento, Calif. 
and their two children, David Branch (Gin-
ny) of Atlanta and their three children, and 
Barry Branch (Doreen) of Atlanta and their 
two children; her nephew, Barry (Andres 
Navia) Branch Jr.; her seven great-grandchil-
dren, and many loving lifelong friends. 

Th e family would like to thank the em-
ployees of Interim Healthcare and Heartland 
Hospice for their dedication, kindness, and 
support.

A memorial service will be scheduled for 
a later date, and interment will take place at 
St. James Episcopal Church in Marietta, Ga., 
in the future. If you wish to make a donation 
in Kay’s honor, please consider a hospice of 
your choice. Th e McKenzie family is in the 
care of Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory 
in Radford. www.mullinsfuneralhome.com.

Oliver, James Dale 
James Dale Oliver went 

be with His Lord on Feb. 
24, 2021.

He was born Sept. 6, 
1933, in Glade Spring, 
Va., and was the son of the 
late Roy and Stella Oliver. 
He was predeceased by his 
sister and brother-in-law, 
Wilma and Mahlon Wy-
att.  

He graduated from 
Liberty Hall High School 
in 1951 and earned a B.S. 
Degree in Agricultural Education from 
Virginia Tech in 1955. He graduated 
from the Cadet Corps and served two 
years as a Lieutenant in the U.S. Army 
Artillery and was discharged as a Captain.

After being discharged from the army, 
he was appointed as an extension agent 
in Roanoke County, Va., in 1957. In 
1960, he accepted a faculty position in ag 
education at Virginia Tech and complet-
ed his M.S. degree in 1963 and a Ph.D. 
degree in 1970 in agriculture economics. 
He retired from Virginia Tech in 1992.

Dale was a good friend to all who 
knew him and was always faithful to 
whatever task he was appointed to do as 
evidenced by his being a member of the 
Blacksburg Planning Commission for 35 
years, serving on the Board of Appala-
chian Bible College for 37 years, and be-
ing a member of Harvest Baptist Church 
where he faithfully served as a deacon, a 
Sunday school teacher and in many other 

positions. He was active in 
many roles in the commu-
nity and enjoyed Virginia 
Tech sports.

Dale is survived by his 
loving wife of 60 years, Pa-
tricia Duncan Oliver; his 
daughters Debbie (Rich-
ard) Dustin of Springfi eld, 
Ohio, and Brenda Oliver 
of Blacksburg.  He is also 
survived by two grand-
sons, Michael (Ashley) and 
Erik Dustin of Springfi eld, 

Ohio; two great-grandchildren, Georgia 
and Lincoln; a brother Darius (Sue) Oli-
ver of Abingdon, Va.; and several neph-
ews, nieces, great-nephews and great-
nieces.

Viewing is limited to groups of 10 and 
is from 10 a.m. until noon today, Sat-
urday, Feb. 27, with a funeral service at 
Harvest Baptist Church in Blacksburg at 
1 p.m.  A graveside service will be held 
following the funeral at Roselawn Me-
morial Gardens.  Th e service will also be 
livestreamed at harvestofblacksburg.com.

In lieu of fl owers, memorial contribu-
tions may be made to the Harvest Bap-
tist Church Building Fund, 201 Lucas 
Drive, Blacksburg, Va.; Appalachian Bi-
ble College, 161 College Drive, Mount 
Hope, WV 25880; or the J. Dale and 
Patricia Oliver Scholarship for ALCE 
undergraduate students at Virginia Tech. 
Arrangements by McCoy Funeral Home, 
Blacksburg.

Weyer, Carol Frances Dexter
Carol Frances Dexter 

Weyer, 82, of Radford, 
passed away Th ursday, Feb. 
18, 2021. She was sur-
rounded by her family and 
caregivers in the fi nal days of 
her life.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, Wil-
liam Dexter and Frances 
Campbell Schwitchenberg, 
and her husband, James 
(Jim) F. Weyer.  

Survivors include her son and daughter-
in-law, Rodger and Lori Wills of Radford; 
a sister, Betty Jane Morris of Dublin; and a 
special cousin, Gail Scott of Vinton.

Carol graduated from Radford High 
School and retired from Poly Scientifi c 
in Blacksburg. She enjoyed traveling in a 
motorhome with her husband and Dober-
mans for many years, and they made lots 
of friends throughout their travels. She also 
enjoyed cooking and collected innumer-
able boxes of recipes over the years. She was 
an avid reader of the Bible, and the power 
of her faith was an inspiration. 

She loved all animals and used to take 
her pet parrot everywhere with her, includ-
ing physician’s appointments. She had other 
pet birds, but dogs were her true love. She 
especially favored pit bulls and Dobermans 
and rescued several throughout her life and 

many became her pets.
Carol volunteered with 

both the Radford and Dub-
lin Humane societies, the 
Kennel Club, and PAWS. 
Other hobbies included 
photography and scrap-
booking to which we are 
forever grateful. Our best 
memories of/with her will 
not be forgotten since she 
left behind many photo al-
bums and scrapbooks dat-

ing back to 1959. Even though she is no 
longer here with us in the fl esh, she will for-
ever remain in our hearts and our memo-
ries.

Due to the pandemic, the family will re-
member Carol in a private memorial service 
at Highland Memory Gardens in Dublin.  

In lieu of fl owers, Carol had requested 
that contributions be made to Th e Jewish 
Jesus (Rabbi Schneider, PO Box 777, Bliss-
fi eld, Mich. 49228, a Christian organiza-
tion) or the local humane societies.

Th e family would like to especially thank 
Dawn Whitescarver and Amy Rhodes, her 
caretakers, and the staff  at Carilion Hos-
pital for their dedication and exceptional 
kindness.

Th e Weyer family is in the care of Mul-
lins Funeral Home & Crematory in Rad-
ford.

Woodrum, Davis Eric
Davis Eric Woodrum, 

47, passed away at his 
home in Pulaski County 
surrounded by his family 
on Wednesday, Feb. 17, 
2021.

He was an employee of 
the Radford Army Am-
munitions Plant.

Eric was preceded in 
death by his parents, Pete 
and Peggy Woodrum. He 
is survived by his loving 
wife, Renee A. Woodrum; 
his sons, Tyler Mills (Britne) of Roa-
noke, Logan Woodrum (Tiersa Wilson) 
of Radford, and Chase Woodrum of 
Pulaski; grandchildren Casey, Kaiden 
and Willow; brothers Russell Wood-
rum (Debbie) of Dublin, Kelly Woo-
drum of Radford; and Clancy Wood-
rum (Courtney) of Portland, Maine.; 

a sister, Punkin Meeks 
(Charlie) of Radford; and 
numerous other nieces, 
nephews, relatives and 
friends.

Th e family would like 
to thank UVA Medical 
Center, Intrepid Hospice, 
friends and family for all 
their support and care 
given to Eric during his 
illness.

Th e family received 
friends on Wednesday, 

Feb. 24, 2021, at the Mullins Funeral 
Home in Radford, followed by memo-
rial services.

In lieu of fl owers, please consider the 
American Cancer Society.

Th e Woodrum family is in the care 
of Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory 
in Radford.

Shepherd, Carolyn Dale
Carolyn Dale Shepherd, 69, of Chris-

tiansburg, passed away on Friday, Feb. 
19, 2021.

She was preceded in death by her par-
ents, Ansel and Eula Mae Shepherd.

Survivors include her son and daugh-
ter-in-law, Phillip and Logan Kessinger; 
grandchildren Kat and Matt Vaughn, 
Stephen Brubaker III, Brandon Kes-
singer, Andrew Brubaker, and Keaton 

Kessinger; a sister, Sharon Hernandez; a 
nephew, Allen Odum; a niece and her 
husband, Gwen and Agustin Gonzalez; 
and numerous other family members 
and friends.

Per her wishes, no services will be 
held at this time.

Th e Shepherd family is in the care of 
Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory. 
www.mullinsfuneralhome.com.

McDaniel, Jr., Joe 
Joe McDaniel, Jr., 82, of New River, 

died Monday, Feb. 22, 2021.
He was born in Blacksburg on April 

6, 1938, to the late Joe, Sr., and Easter 
McDaniel.

He was preceded in death by his wife, 
Myrtle McDaniel, and his brothers and 
sisters. He is survived by his nieces and 

nephews. 
Memorial services were conducted 

Friday, Feb. 26, 2021, in the McCoy 
Funeral Home Chapel with the Rev. 
Arnold Jones offi  ciating. Th e family re-
ceived friends prior to the service. Ar-
rangements by McCoy Funeral Home, 
Blacksburg.
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ANGLICAN CATHOLIC
St. Peter the Apostle Anglican Church, 230 
W. First St., Christiansburg, VA.  Fr Peter 
Geromel OHI Th.M., Vicar,   Fr. Alex Darby, 
“Associate”, 540-382-0432/540-270-9166. 
Sundays: 8:00 am & 10:00 am Holy Eucharist 
followed by Christian Education and refresh-
ments. Holy Communion most Thursdays at 
12Noon, other Holy Days as announced. Tradi-
tional services use the 1928 Book of Common 
Prayer and 1940 Hymnal. Handicapped acces-
sible. All are welcome. Come worship with us! 
Website: www.stpetersacc.org. Follow us on 
Facebook
St. Philip’s Anglican Church, 306 Progress 
Street, NE, Blacksburg, Virginia 24060, (540) 
552-1771, www.stphilipsblacksburg.org. Rev-
erend Fr. Wade Miller, Priest. Eucharist Sun-
days at 11am and Wednesday’s at 12pm.
St. Thomas Anglican Church - located at 4910 
Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Li-
turgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  
Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.sttofc.org for 
midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E 
on Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910).

BAPTIST
First Baptist Church on 3rd Ave., 215 Third 
Ave. at the corner with Downey St. We are 
committed to personal spiritual growth and 
to providing leadership in community minis-
try. We celebrate the dignity and worth of all 
persons, created in the image of God. Sunday 
Bible Study Groups - 9:45, Sunday Worship - 
11:00. Website: www.fbcradford.org, 540-639-
4419. Worship is broadcast live on JOY radio, 
93.1 FM and 890 AM.
Trinity Community Church, 1505 N. Franklin 
Street, C’burg. John Altizer, Lead Pastor, Brian 
Cockram, Associate Pastor, 382-8121. Worship 
at 10:45 a.m., Outreach Ministries - 6:00p.m. 
Wednesday, Growth Groups - 5:00p.m. Sun-
day, Youth and Children’s Ministry - 5:00p.m. 
Sunday, www.trinitycburg.org

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Blacksburg Church of Christ, 315 Eakin 
St., 552-1331. Sun. Bible Classes 9:30 a.m., 
Sun. Worship 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m., Wed. Bible 
classes, 7 p.m., Outreach Minister Curt Seright, 
Community Minister Tom Gilliam.
Faith Christian Church of Christ, 305 3rd 
Street, Christiansburg, David Rhudy, Minis-
ter, 382-4628, Sunday School 10 am; Worship 
11 am; Evening Worship 6:30 pm; Wednesday 
night Bible Study for Women and Men 6:30 
pm. We welcome you to any and all of our ser-
vices.

CHURCH OF GOD
New Hope Church of God, 1404 Mud Pike 
Rd., C’Burg. Rev. T. Michael Bond, pastor, 
731-3178. Sun. School 10 a.m., Worship 10:50 
a.m., 6 p.m. Thurs., 7:00 p.m.
West Radford Church of God, 1824 West 
Main Street, Radford, VA 24141, Sunday 
School– 10:00A.M. Morning Worship– 
11:00A.M., Children’s Church 11:00A.M. 
Sunday Evening – 6:00P.M., Wednesday Night 
– 7:00P.M., Pastor Danny Newman, Church 
Of  ce – 540-639-6562 or 804- 921-0828.

CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
Christiansburg Church of the Brethren, 310 
South Franklin Street. Pastor: Paul J. Stover Jr. 
540-797-5015. Sunday School 10 a.m.; Morn-
ing Worship 11 a.m.; Bible Study 10:30 a.m. 
Tuesdays. Website: www.christiansburgcob.
org. A loving family, fueled by the Holy Spirit, 
grounded in God’s Word, and delivering Jesus 
forgiveness and love to all people.  Come as 
you are... you are welcomed!

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, the Path of Spiritual Freedom, 
is located at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 
24016.  However, due to COVID-19, the Light 
& Sound Services and other ECK programs are 

currently available online through 
Zoom.  Visit www.eck-va.org for 
program listings, www.meetup.
com/Roanoke-Spiritual-Experi-
ences-Group, or call 540-353-5365 
and leave a message.  We will re-
turn your call.  Also visit www.
eckankar.org for more information 
about how the teachings of Eckan-
kar lead you to spiritual freedom.

LUTHERAN
Luther Memorial Lutheran 
Church ELCA, 600 Prices Fork 
Rd, Blacksburg. Weekly Online 
Worship at www.lmlc.org. We are a 
Reconciling in Christ congregation 
that welcomes and af  rms all peo-
ple just as they are. For information 
on Bible studies and Wednesday 
Vespers, email luthermemorial-
blacksburg@gmail.com, or contact 
the church of  ce, (540) 951-1000. 
Rev. Monica Weber, pastor.

MULTI-CULTURAL
NON-DENOMINATIONAL

Christian Growth Center, 1850 
Electic Way, Christiansburg, VA 
24073 (beside Hubbell Lighting). 
Sunday Worship: 9:30am Prayer, 
10:00am Service *Nursery Avail-
able. Lead Pastor: Todd Hallinan. 
Founding Pastor: Rob Sowell. Mis-
sion: Sow, Grow, & Go Sow Faith! 
Grow in Righteousness! Go into all 
the world in the authority of the be-
liever! 540-382-2908.

PENTECOSTAL HOLINESS
Merrimac Pentecostal Holiness 
Church, Rev. Richard Hall (540) 
552-7194. pastorhall29@gmail.
com. Sunday School at 10 a.m. and 
morning worship is 11 a.m. Eve-
ning service at 6 p.m. and Wednes-
day at 7 p.m.
Radford Worship Center, 1820 
Second Street, Radford, 639-
6287, Our music is passionate, 
our worship is real, and Pastor 
Hal Adams brings relevant mes-
sages for everyone at any place 
on their journey, Sunday Worship 
Experience at 9:00 AM & 10:45 
AM, Wednesday Family Night 
at 7 PM, Children Ministry pro-
vided for all services, join us as 
Love, Grow, Serve,  nd us on 
facebook and Instagram
Walton Pentecostal Holiness 
Church, 4003 Morning Glory 
Rd., off Walton Rd. on Rt. 114. 
731-1755. Lee Sarver, pastor. 
Sun. School 9:30 a.m., Worship 
10:30 a.m. & 6: p.m., Wed., 7 
p.m.

UNITED METHODIST
Asbury United Methodist 
Church, 500 Stuart Street, Chris-
tiansburg. 540-382-0743. Rev. 
Ryan Schaeffer. Sunday School, 
10:15 a.m., Sunday Worship, 
11:30 a.m., Wednesday Bible 
Study 7pm, alternating month’s 

with Schaeffer Memorial Bap-
tist Church, Senior Bible Study 
Thursday, 10:30 a.m. All are wel-
come.
Central United Methodist 
Church, 803 Wadsworth Street, 
Radford. 639-3529. 8:30 a.m. 
Sunday Services: 8:30am (inter-
preter provided); 9:45am Sunday 
School (interpreter provided); 
and 11:00a.m. Wednesday Bible 
Study: 6:30p.m. Child care is 
provided. www.centralmethodist-
church.com.
St. Paul United Method-
ist Church, 220 W. Main St., 
C’Burg. Rev. Moonsup “Paul” 
Song (540) 382-2410. Sunday 
Worship 10 a.m., Sunday School 9 
a.m. Live streaming Sunday Ser-
vice - www.twitch.tv/stpaulumc
Wesley Memorial United Meth-
odist Church, 350 Stafford 
Drive, Christiansburg, VA 24073, 
Sunday School 10am, Sunday 
Worship Service 11am.

WESLEYAN
Christ Wesleyan Church, 525 
Harkrader Street, C’burg. Face-
book LIVE service Sundays at 
9:00 AM., Public Worship service 
at 11:00 AM. Sunday School for 
adults - 10:00 AM.  Pastor: Gale 
Janofski  574-306-7682. Website: 
christwesleyanchurch.org

Montgomery County
Worship Directory

Read Deuteronomy 9:1 
through 11:32

Joe had lived in the country 
his entire life. Life on his par-
ents’ dairy farm was predict-
able and comfortable. Now 
he was leaving for college, 
and a whole new world lay 
ahead. When Joe’s parents 
dropped him off at the uni-
versity on orientation day, 
he reeled from the culture 
shock. This sure is going to be 
different, he thought.

The Israelites had a similar ex-
perience as they prepared to 
enter the Promised Land.

The land you are entering to 
take over is not like the land 
of Egypt, from which you 
have come (Deuteronomy 

11:10).

After forty years of wander-
ing in the desert, the Israel-
ites were not familiar with 
cultivating crops. Even their 
knowledge of Egyptian agri-
culture, which relied on slave 
labor and the Nile for irri-
gation, would provide little 
help. In their new home, God 
himself would provide water 
for their fi elds and vineyards, 
as long as they continued to 
trust Him to do so.

Times of transition can be dif-
fi cult, but if we rely on God, 
He will help us navigate each 
new season of life.

Challenge for Today: Pray for 
someone you know who is 
facing a major change in his 
or her life.
Quicklook: Deuteronomy 11:8–17

Facing Change

If your church is not listed and if you are interested, 
call Randy Thompson at 540-389-9355
or email at advertise@ourvalley.org

stuff . Not something you’d want to 
be climbing over.

But safely ensconced behind that 
disagreeable wire, my platoon and 
I would back our tracks up to each 
other and connect the canvas cov-
ers. Voila. Warmth and shelter from 
the rain and the snow.

I was blessed with a group of the 
most resourceful soldiers you can 
imagine, and one of their primary 
goals was to make our time in the 
woods and the rain and the snow as 
comfortable as possible One made 
us a ping pong table. Another fi g-
ured out how to make an old televi-
sion set work. (He was a bona fi de 
electronics genius long before the 
age of computers, etc. We called 
him “Smuck,” and he had such 
lousy nerves his hands shook. Nev-
ertheless, he was an ace with the 
soldering iron. Asked how he did it, 
he would say, “I just solder between 
the shakes.”) And yet another of my 
troops always managed to show up 
in the fi eld with a grill and a box or 
two of bratwurst.

I never did get much out of those 
German TV shows. (Hint: Th ey 
were all in German, and the Father-
land’s cable companies apparently 
weren’t too keen on running lines 
to the American GIs in the forests. 
Reception wasn’t the sharpest.)

Okay, so it wasn’t totally rough-

ing it, but to get back to my point 
from which I wandered away, it did 
furnish me enough rubbing knees 
and elbows with Mother Nature to 
last me a lifetime.

But one time when the Mrs. 
and I were living in a little town in 
Middle Georgia -- perhaps our all-
time favorite place we ever lived -- 
Mother Nature moved right in with 
us as opposed to my moving out 
with her. Her agents were a pair of 
dedicated fi nches, who scoped out 
the area, held a family talk over cof-
fee one morning, and decided one 
of our hanging ferns on the front 
porch was the perfect place to lease 
for a while.

I was slow to catch on, but I fi -
nally noticed an inordinate amount 
of ornithological activity right out-
side my front door. Once I caught 
on, however, my joy and my delight 
began.

Our little nest because the re-
pository for three little eggs, which 
hatched into three little demanding 
feathery balls. Mom and Dad were 
dedicated parents, willing to go the 
proverbial nine yards: you know, 
worms, Little League, tap lessons.

And eventually, the most reluc-
tant of the trio took to the friendly 
skies, joining his two siblings who 
had previously set off  to see the 
world.

We were left with an empty nest 
on our doorstep, and a memory 
that warms my heart to this day of 
a delightful interlude that Mother 
Nature gave us for free.

I recall that TV Guide once 
picked the top television episodes 
of all time. Th ere weren’t nearly 
enough episodes of Th e Andy 
Griffi  th Show on the list. (How 
could those cretins omit Barney’s 
sidecar?) But one of the top shows 
of all time was the episode in which 
Opie kills a mother bird and then 
nurses the baby and is reluctant to 
let the little one fl y off .

After Opie frees the fl edgling, 
he looks at the cage and comments 
that it sure looks empty.

“But don’t the trees seem nice 
and full,” the ever-wise Sheriff  of 
Mayberry says.

And for a little while in our little 
town, the trees around my house 
seemed a little nicer and fuller than 
usual themselves. And even today, 
decades later, so is my life because 
of the memory of those birds and 
how much fun they brought my 
wife and me, if only briefl y.

Th e author is a man of a certain 
age who warns everyone within lis-
tening distance not to get him started 
telling soldier stories. He has a bunch 
of ‘em.

Nest from page 4 RU Theatre from page 1

the transition to a double-
digit age will mean that 
she is becoming old. Pa-
checo says that she was ex-
cited to be cast in the role 
because she felt like she 
could relate to the charac-
ter. “I could relate to how 
B feels about turning ten. 
I cried when I turned ten,” 
she said.

Th e character is one of 
the bigger roles that Pa-
checo has played, and she 
says that she has learned 
a lot through the experi-
ence. “It is a lot of respon-
sibility,” Pacheco said. 
“Some of my lines are cues 
for other characters and 
actions, so I’ve really had 
to step up how I prepare 
for this production.”

Th e production team 
decided to use creative 
movement by dancers 
to personify B’s rapidly 
changing moods and ex-
periences. Senior theatre 
major Travis Sykes is di-
recting the production, 
and he says he enjoys cre-
ating a story that sees the 
world through a child’s 
eyes.

“Th ere are so many 

things I love about this 
play,” he said. “We went 
through the script and 
marked every moment 
where imagination is in 
play and incorporated 
dancers to illustrate this 
through motion.”

Th e theatre program 
requires a number of 
safeguards to protect 
against transmission of 
the coronavirus. Students 
are always masked when 
working together. Th ey 
are required to turn in a 
daily symptom tracker be-
fore each rehearsal. Props 
are assigned to specifi c 
cast members and cannot 
be shared. Frequent hand 
washing is also required 
when they are working 
together. 

Both Sykes and Pa-
checo agree that “When 
She Had Wings” is a 
story that can be enjoyed 
by audiences of any age. 
Younger audience mem-
bers will be swept away 
by the imaginative pro-
duction while older view-
ers will have a chance to 
revisit their childhood 
again.
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BAG 

A GREAT 
DEAL IN THE 
CLASSIFIEDS!

To place 
your ad, 

call 
389-9355

For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

COME WORK WITH 
US! 

Legals - City of 
Radford

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

CITY OF 
RADFORD, 
VIRGINIA 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

Public Notice 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

awarren@christiansburg. 
org

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

To place a 
classified ad, call 

540-389-9355 

MAKE AN“A”
IN ADVERTISING!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

Variant from page 1

variants. Th ese include 
wearing masks correctly, 
practicing physical dis-
tancing, avoiding crowds 
and prolonged close con-
tact, washing hands often, 
getting vaccinated for CO-
VID-19 when it is your 
turn, and staying home if 
you are infected with CO-
VID-19 or if you have had 
close contact with some-
one with COVID-19.

In addition to this case 
of the B.1.351 variant, two 
other cases of the B.1.351 
variant and 12 cases of the 
SARS-CoV-2 B.1.1.7 vari-
ant have now been identi-
fi ed in Virginia, according 
to Dr. Bissell in a recent 
interview. As COVID-19 

surveillance continues, ad-
ditional cases with SARS-
CoV-2 variants of concern 
will likely be identifi ed.

Dr. Bissell reported that 
the B.1.351 variant is as-
sociated with increased 
person-to-person trans-
mission of COVID-19, 
and that there is no evi-
dence that infections with 
this variant cause more 
severe disease. To date, the 
B.1.351 variant has been 
identifi ed in nine other 
U.S. states, the health dis-
trict director said.

All contacts of the case 
have been identifi ed and 
appropriately managed, 
the health district chief 
told the media.

Capacity from page 1

DECA from page 1

operate at 30 percent ca-
pacity with a cap of 250 
people. All entertainment 
venues were previously 
limited to a maximum of 
250 individuals. 3) Dining 
establishments: Th e on-
site sale, consumption, and 
possession of alcohol will be 
permitted until midnight, 
extended from 10:00 p.m. 
All restaurants, dining es-
tablishments, food courts, 
breweries, microbreweries, 
distilleries, wineries, and 
tasting rooms still must be 
closed between midnight 
and 5:00 a.m. 4) Over-
night summer camps: As of 
May 1, overnight summer 
camps will be able to open 
with strict mitigation mea-
sures in place. Registration 
can begin now.

Th e new guidelines 
will be eff ective for at least 
one month and mitiga-
tion measures may be 
eased further if key health 
metrics continue to im-
prove. Current guidelines 
for retail businesses, fi tness 
and exercise, large amuse-
ment venues, and personal 
grooming services will re-
main in place. Individuals 
are strongly encouraged 
to continue teleworking if 
possible.

“Th anks to the hard 
work and sacrifi ce of all 
Virginians, hospitalization 
and positivity rates across 
the commonwealth are the 
lowest they have been in 
nearly three months,” said 
the governor. “As key health 
metrics show encouraging 
trends and we continue to 
ramp up our vaccination 
eff orts, we can begin to 
gradually resume certain 
recreational activities and 
further reopen sectors of 
our economy.

“Even as we take steps 
to safely ease public health 
guidelines,” Northam said, 
“we must all remain vigi-
lant so we can maintain our 
progress. Th e more we stay 
home, mask up, and prac-
tice social distancing, the 
more lives we will save from 
this dangerous virus.”

Th e commonwealth will 
maintain a Safer at Home 
strategy with continued 
strict health and safety pro-
tocols including physical 
distancing, mask-wearing 
requirements, gathering 
limits, and business capac-
ity restrictions. Th e current 
modifi ed Stay at Home or-
der will expire on Sunday, 
Feb. 28.

13,000+ members. Duncan is 
one of those student leaders 
for the 2020-21 school year.

Virginia DECA state offi  -
cers, including Duncan, will 
be honored for their achieve-
ments at a virtual recogni-
tion during the organization’s 
state leadership conference on 
March 3.

Duncan is a four-year mem-
ber of the Blacksburg High 
School DECA and has served 

in various leadership roles for 
the chapter.

“While Georgia-Kathryn is 
widely recognized for her lead-
ership ability, I believe it is her 
dedication to the community 
that really tells the story for 
her,” said Kim Radford, BHS 
market teacher and the DECA 
advisor at the high school. 
“[Georgia-Kathryn] has logged 
over 400 service hours being 
a Counselor-In-Training at 

Camp Seafarer, volunteering 
for various BHS programs like 
Home for the Holidays, Junior 
Assembly and Bruin Quest, 
as well as advocating for pub-
lic policy changes for persons 
with food allergies.

“I am so proud of Georgia-
Kathryn,” Radford said. “She 
is a shining star for our BHS 
DECA program.”

Duncan is a 4.09 GPA stu-
dent who has also found time 

to start her own business, 
Beads by Georgia. She is the 
daughter of David and Edith-
Anne Duncan of Blacksburg 
and plans to attend Wake For-
est University in the fall on the 
pre-business track.

During this year of COVID, 
the student leaders stepped out 
of the ordinary process to cre-
ate innovative, safe ways for 
DECA members to engage in 
community service, complete 

competitive events and achieve 
new levels of success. For ex-
ample, with Duncan as an in-
tegral member of the team, a 
yearlong community service 
eff ort, #VADECACares, pro-
vided opportunities for Vir-
ginia DECA members to focus 
on kindness, anti-bullying, 
and mental health through a 
variety of virtual events, social 
media challenges, and local ac-
tivities.

VT researchers receive grant 
to investigate cancer evolution

Daniela Cimini examines her notes about centrosome activity in cells with a doubled 
genome. A centrosome is a structure involved in the process of cell division. Whole-
genome doubling involves the duplication of a complete set of chromosomes and 
is a common feature of cancer genomes. Cimini’s team’s current project focuses 
on the relationship between centrosomes and the microenvironment during the 
development of cancer. Photo courtesy of Alex Crookshanks.

A team of Virginia Tech 
researchers across multiple 
disciplines has received a 
$1.4 million grant from 
the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) to investi-
gate tumor development 
within a natural environ-
ment.

With vital backing by 
the NIH, the study could 
provide information key 
to unravelling the mys-
tery of cancer evolution 
and, in turn, establish-
ing more eff ective cancer 
treatments.

“Th is research project 
focuses on the early evo-
lution of cells after they 
double their genome. It 
is believed that many can-
cer cells go through this 
genome doubling dur-
ing their evolution,” said 
Daniela Cimini, a pro-
fessor from the Depart-
ment of Biological Sci-
ences in VT’s College of 
Science. “We don’t know 
what happens in between 
the time the cancer cells 
double their genome and 
proliferation of a tumor.”

Th e unnatural genome 
doubling, called tetra-
ploidization, is thought 
to be an intermediate 
step toward aneuploidy, 
or abnormal chromosome 
numbers. Instead of the 
usual 46 chromosomes, 
the cells feature at least 
one less or one too many 
chromosomes. Cancer 
cells almost always display 
the multiple chromosome 
characteristic.

Th ese extra centro-
somes may play a pivotal 
role in cancer develop-
ment, but they were also 
found to disappear in 
standard cell culture con-
ditions outside a living 
organism. Th e Cimini re-
search group documented 
this in a prior study. 

“In contrast to a pe-
tri dish, other factors 
within a living organism 
may change the extra 
centrosomes’ behavior to 
promote tumor develop-
ment,” said Cimini, who 
is also co-director of the 
BIOTRANS program 
within the Fralin Life 
Sciences Institute.

Her team’s current re-
search aims to solve the 
mystery of the disappear-
ing centrosomes while 
studying the tumor mi-
croenvironment.

“Th ink of the tumor 
tissue as an ecosystem. 
Th e cancer cell really 
doesn’t exist by itself, but 
it exists in the context 
of this ecosystem,” said 
Scott Verbridge, a pro-
fessor from VT’s Depart-
ment of Biomedical En-

gineering and Mechanics 
in the College of Engi-
neering. “Th e develop-
ment of malignant cancer 
is really characterized by 
tumor cells adapting to 
a very stressful tissue en-
vironment,” Verbridge 
said. “Th e hope is that 
when you understand 
the dynamics of how the 
tumor cell becomes like 
it does in vivo, you then 
might be able to identify 
weak points or ways of 
targeting the cancer cell.”

If scientists and medi-
cal professionals know 
what is important for 
tumor progression, they 
may know what weak 
points to target for future 
cancer treatments beyond 
just killing the cancer 
cells.

Traditional cancer 

therapies, although some-
times successful, involve 
toxic drugs that can also 
damage healthy cells and 
not aff ect the remaining, 
more lethal cancer cells.

“For the ovarian can-
cer cells, you kill some off  
and the others develop 
strategies to avoid toxic-
ity,” said Eva Schmelz, a 
collaborator in the proj-
ect, professor from the 
Tech’s Department of 
Human Nutrition, Foods 
and Exercise in the Col-
lege of Agriculture and 
Life Sciences and an af-
fi liated faculty member 
of the Fralin Life Sciences 
Institute. “For one, that 
has a lot of side eff ects, 
but it’s also not that suc-
cessful. Developing strat-
egies to treat them earlier 
would be much better.”
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Montgomery Sports

Blacksburg rolls to boys, girls state 
4A swim titles; Christiansburg claims 
regional indoor track championship

Blacksburg High School 
claimed the 2021 state 4A swim 
championship for both the boys 
and the girls Tuesday at the Chris-
tiansburg Aquatic Center.

Th e Blacksburg boys rolled 
up 450.5 points. Monacan fi n-
ished second with 237 points. 
Th e Blacksburg girls notched a 
win with 375 points, outswim-
ming second-place Hanover’s 222 
points.

On the boys’ side of the pool, 

Eli Babcock led a Blacksburg con-
tingent that took all four top spots 
in the 1-meter diving event. Da-
vid Roethlisberger was second fol-
lowed by teammates Brady Semt-
ner and Th eo Villanueava.

Andrea Leng took state gold in 
the girls 50-yard freestyle.

Th e Blacksburg boys and girls 
won the 200-yard medley relay 
while the girls picked up the win 
in the 400-yard freestyle relay.

Meanwhile on the track, both 
Christiansburg boys and the girls 
won the Region 3D indoor track 
meet, slipping by Abingdon in 

both competitions. Th e Chris-
tiansburg boys scored 117 points 
to Abingdon’s 100 while the girls’ 
squad tallied 140 points to Abing-
don’s 120.5.

Jesse Hudnall won the region 
in the 1,000-meter run for the 
Blue Demons while Lily Shepherd 
claimed the long jump with a mark 
of 14-10.5. Amara Okonkwo won 
the girls triple jump.

Th e Christiansburg boys took 
the 4X800 and 4X400 relay events, 
and Tyler Trout won the regional 
championship in the boys’ shot 
put with a heave of 35-2.5.

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Blacksburg’s Andrea Leng won the Class 4 50-yard 
freestyle title with a time of 24.04 Tuesday evening 
at the Christiansburg Aquatic Center.

PHOTOS BY JON FLEMING

Following up on the boys’ team victory earlier in the day, Blacksburg seniors Katie Highfield (left) and Julie 
Anderson hold the Class 4 girls swim championship trophy after the team racked up 450.5 points in Tuesday’s 
meet in Christiansburg.

Blacksburg senior Julie Anderson placed second in 
the Class 4 100-yard butterfly championship and also 
anchored the winning Bruins’ 400-relay team.

Radford seeded No. 
2 for Big South men’s 
basketball tourney

Th e seedings and pair-
ings for the upcoming Her-
cules Tires Big South Con-
ference Men’s Basketball 
Championship have been 
determined following the 
conclusion of the confer-
ence’s regular-season sched-
ule Wednesday evening, 
and the Radford Highland-
ers nabbed the no.-2 seed 
with their 12-6 conference 
record.

For this season only, the 
seedings were determined 
by a conference-developed 
ranking index formula with 
the league winning percent-
age weighted at 75 percent 
and the percent of confer-
ence games played at 25 
percent to address partial 
team schedules not played 
to due COVID pauses.

 Defending Champion 
Winthrop captured the 
outright Big South regular-
season championship at 
17-1 and is the no.-1 seed 
in the conference tourna-
ment for the fi rst time since 
2017.  Radford is the No. 
2 seed after fi nishing with 
a 12-6 Big-South record, 
followed by Campbell (11-
6) at No. 3.  UNC Ashe-
ville’s 9-5 Big South-record 
earned the Bulldogs the 
no.-4 seed above Longwood 
and Gardner-Webb, who 
tied for fi fth-place in the 
league standings at 10-10. 
Longwood received the no.-
5 seed based on its 2-0 series 
sweep of GWU.

Hampton (9-9 Big 
South) is the seventh seed, 
High Point is number eight 
at 6-11, USC Upstate (5-
11) landed in the ninth spot, 
and Presbyterian College is 
no. 10 (5-12).  Charleston 
Southern (2-15 Big South 
record) would have been 
the No. 11 seed but will not 
compete in the tournament 
due to a COVID pause. 

First- round action be-
gins today Feb. 27, with 
Hampton hosting Presbyte-
rian and High Point hosting 
USC Upstate. Th e winners 
of the two games advance 
to Monday’s quarterfi nal 

round, which begin at 6:00 
p.m. with Winthrop facing 
the winner of High Point/
USC Upstate and no. 2- 
Radford hosting the winner 
of Hampton/Presbyterian. 

At 7:00 p.m., Campbell 
will host Gardner-Webb 
followed by UNC Ashe-
ville playing Longwood.  
Th e semifi nals are sched-
uled for Th ursday, March 
4, at the home site of the 
higher seed with the high-
est remaining seed hosting 
the championship game on 
Sunday, March 7. Contin-
gency plans to complete the 
tournament are in place and 
will be implemented as ap-
propriate. 

Today’s fi rst-round 
games will be broadcast 
live on ESPN3 as will the 
quarterfi nals on Monday, 
March 1. Th e semifi nals on 
Th ursday, March 4, will air 
on ESPN+ while the cham-
pionship game on Sunday, 
March 7, will be televised 
live on ESPN and broadcast 
on Westwood One Sports 
at noon.  Th e Big South’s 
tournament champion re-
ceives an automatic bid to 
the NCAA Men’s Basketball 
Tournament.

Th e conference cham-
pionship schedule is as fol-
lows:

First Round – Saturday, 
Feb. 27 – ESPN3: #10 
Presbyterian at #7 Hamp-
ton, 2:00 p.m.; #9 USC 
Upstate at #8 High Point, 
4:00 p.m.

Quarterfi nals – Monday, 
March 1 – ESPN3: #8/9 
winner at #1 Winthrop, 
6:00 p.m.; #5 Longwood 
at #4 UNC Asheville, 
7:00 p.m.; #7/10 winner 
at #2 Radford, 6:00 p.m.; 
#6 Gardner-Webb at #3 
Campbell, 7:00 p.m.

Semifi nals - Th ursday, 
March 4 – ESPN+: semi-
fi nal Game 1 – 6:00 p.m. 
(higher seeded host team); 
semifi nal Game 2 – 7:00 
p.m.

Championship - Sunday, 
March 7 – ESPN at highest 
remaining seed, 1 at noon.

RU picks up 

non-conference win
The Radford men’s 

basketball team had 
a solid second half en 
route to a 74-51 win 
over Mount Aloysius on 
Wednesday night at the 
Dedmon Center.

The game was tied 
at the half, but Rad-
ford (14-11) outscored 
Mount Aloysius (0-1) 
41-18 in the second 
half and pulled away 
through the final 8:22 
with a 21-6 run.

The Highlanders shot 
51.9 percent from the 
floor in the first half 
but were bested by the 
Mounties’ 54.2 percent. 
Mount Aloysius hung 
around by knocking 
down 4-of-10 (40 per-
cent) 3-pointers.

The Highlanders also 
shot over 50.0 percent 
in the second half with 
an even better 54.2 
percent from the floor. 
Radford shot 38.5 per-
cent (5-of-13) from 
long range in the sec-
ond half.  Bryan Hart 
had three of them and 
he notched 13 points, 
the most he has had in a 
Radford uniform.

Defensively, the 
Highlanders held the 
Mounties to just 26.1 
percent shooting in the 
second half with only 
six made field goals. 
Four of the six field 

goals were 3-pointers.
 Radford forced eight 

turnovers in each half 
but scored only six 
points off those turn-
overs in the first half 
and tallied 14 points off 
those turnovers in the 
second half.

Four Highlanders 
were in double-figures, 
led by Shaquan Jules’ 14 
points. He was one re-
bound shy of a double-
double. He went 7-for-7 
in the game and had a 
25 in the +/- column. 
Hart also contributed 
13 points while Chy-
ree Walker and Dravon 
Mangum had 12 points 
each.

Stat of the Game
All of Hart’s points 

came in the second half. 
He knocked down a ca-
reer-high three 3-point-
ers.

Inside the Box Score
Radford ended the 

game shooting 52.9 
percent from the floor 
while Mount Aloysius 
finished shooting 40.4 
percent. Mount Aloy-
sius held a lead for 1:02 
of the game, early in the 
second half.

Radford outrebound-
ed the Mounties 39-19 
and outscored them in 
the paint 42-18.

--RU Athletics

Tech baseball rolls past 
Radford Highlanders 22-2

Virginia Tech baseball beat the 
Radford Highlanders Tuesday, 
22-2, at English Field at Atlantic 
Union Bank Park.

Th e win was the Hokies’ (3-0) 
fourth straight over Radford (2-
2). Tech leads in the all-time series 
49-15. Th e 22 runs were the most 
scored by the Hokies in series his-
tory.

Ryan Okuda (1-0) got the call 
for Tech, his fi rst start since March 
10, 2020. His last appearance was 
against William and Mary when he 
struck out eight and allowed only 
two runs in fi ve innings.

Th e Hokies scored 22 runs on 
17 hits, including a home run from 

Cade Hunter and two home runs 
from TJ Rumfi eld.

Radford jumped out to an early 
1-0 lead in the top of the fi rst in-
ning, but the Hokies answered in 
the bottom half of the inning to tie 
the game. Four hits in the bottom 
of the third, including Rumfi eld’s 
bomb to right fi eld, improved Tech’s 
lead to 4-1. Th e Hokies would add 
17 more runs in the late innings to 
secure the 22-2 outcome.

Okuda pitched three strong in-
nings, striking out three and not al-
lowing an earned run.

Tech’s relief pitchers threw six 
innings against the Highlanders 
notching eight strikeouts and al-

lowing only one earned run.
NOTES
Rumfi eld’s home runs were his 

fi rst in a Hokie uniform and the 
fi rst of his career. His fi ve RBIs were 
a career high and matched Carson 
Taylor’s game-high last season ver-
sus William and Mary.

Th e previous mark for most 
runs scored in the series was set on 
March 26, 1997, when the Hokies 
beat Radford, 21-4.  

In the last fi ve years, Dalton 
Harum in 2017 is the only player 
other than Rumfi eld to hit more 
than one home run in a game.

--VT Athletics

PHOTO COURTESY OF VT ATHLETICS

TJ Rumfield, (No. 7 celebrating with teammates), hit two home runs in Virginia Tech’s defeat of Radford 
University Tuesday.
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Two Hokies earn top seeds in ACC wrestling championships
Two Virginia Tech wrestlers, 

Sam Latona and Hunter Bolen 
landed the top seeds of their re-
spective weight classes for Sun-
day’s ACC wrestling champion-
ships.

Latona wrestles in the 125-
lb. weight class; Bolen takes to 
the mat in the 184-lb. Weight 
class. Th e Hokies fi nished the 
regular season undefeated. Both 
Latona and Bolen fi nished the 
year at 8-0. Bolen was the only 

Hokie to go 5-0 in ACC com-
petition.

Bolen is the consensus No. 
1 184-pound wrestler in the 
country and the defending 
ACC 184-pound champion. In 
his fi rst season starting at 125 
pounds, Latona defeated reign-
ing ACC Freshman of the Year 
Jakob Camacho and is ranked 
No. 5 nationally by InterMat. 

Earning the second seed at 
their respective classes were 

Bryce Andonian, Mekhi Lewis 
and Korbin Myers.

In his sixth year of college 
wrestling, Myers fi nished 6-0 
on the season and beat three 
ranked ACC opponents by 
major decision. Andonian and 
Lewis each only have one loss 
on the year with both coming 
to the respective top seeds of 
the class. 

As top-two seeds, the fi ve 
Hokies will each have fi rst-

round byes Sunday. 
Redshirt freshman Con-

nor Brady and redshirt junior 
John Borst each earned the 
no.-3 seed at 157 pounds and 
heavyweight, respectively. Borst 
earned third place at the 2020 
ACC Championships, auto-
matically qualifying him for the 
2020 NCAA Championships. 
In his fi rst season as a starter, 
Brady went 3-2 in ACC play 
and 5-3 in dual matches. 

Rounding out the remain-
ing seeds for the Hokies are  
Dakota Howard (no. 4 at 174 
pounds),  Sam Hillegas (no. 
5 at 141 pounds) and  Stan 
Smeltzer (no. 5 at 197 pounds).

Hosted by NC State, the 
2021 ACC Championships are 
scheduled to start Sunday at 11 
a.m. with the championship 
matches scheduled for 7 p.m.  

--VT Athletics

Former All-Conference players Price, Tyler paying it forward for Hokies
Head coach Jus-

tin Fuente promoted 
Jack Tyler to lineback-
ers coach and brought 
former Tech defensive 
tackle J.C. Price back 
to Blacksburg as co-
defensive line coach/de-
fensive recruiting coor-
dinator earlier this year, 
bringing the number of 
former players working 
with Tech Football up to 
seven.

Tyler and Price con-
ducted virtual media ses-
sions Wednesday.

A third-team All-
America selection for 
the Hokies as a senior in 
1995, Price was a four-
year starter who cap-
tained Tech’s 1995 Big 
East championship team 
that defeated Texas in 
the Sugar Bowl. He re-
turned to his alma mater 
after spending the past 
nine seasons at Marshall 
University, most recently 
as co-defensive coordina-
tor (2019-20).  

Here are some notable 
takeaways from Price’s 
session. 

On the facility up-
grades that have tak-
en place since he last 
worked at Tech in 2002 
as a grad assistant:

“The donations that 
people have made for 
things to help our stu-
dent-athletes were need-
ed. The upgrades have 
been incredible. The 
whole ambiance of the 
place is very conducive 
for our student-athletes 
to achieve what they 
want to achieve athleti-
cally and academically.” 

On building a rela-
tionship with Coach Bill 
Teerlinck:

“I think Coach Teer-
linck and I will get along 
great. We took some 
time one Saturday after-
noon to meet and talk 
football. The next thing 
you know, four hours 
later we’re still talking 
about football.”  

Recently, current 
Tech defensive coordi-
nator Justin Hamilton 
discussed the rapport 
that he built with Price 
while he was coaching 
at Marshall. What Price 
revealed Wednesday was 
that at one point Mar-
shall actually offered 
Hamilton a position on 
the Thundering Herd 
staff. Instead, Hamilton 
came back to Tech in 
2018 and in 2021 played 
an integral role in bring-
ing Price back to Blacks-
burg.

Tyler began his ca-
reer at Virginia Tech as 
a walk-on linebacker be-
fore eventually earning a 
scholarship and develop-
ing into an All-ACC line-
backer for the Hokies. A 
four-year letterwinner 
from 2010-13, the Oak-

ton, Va., native played in 
Tech’s 2010 ACC Cham-
pionship Game win over 
Florida State and was 
part of squads that com-
piled 37 wins during his 
playing career, including 
a 4-0 mark against in-
state rival Virginia.

Tyler returned to his 
alma mater as a graduate 
assistant on defense for 
the 2017-18 campaigns 
before taking on a role as 
defensive quality control 
coach in 2019 and 2020. 

Here are some notable 
takeaways from Tyler’s 
media session.

“It’s a dream come 
true for me to be back at 
my alma mater, coach-
ing a position that I 
love at a place that I 
love. I’m so appreciative 
of Coach Fuente and 
Coach Hamilton, as well 
as Coach (Tracy) Claeys 
and Coach (Bud) Foster 
for how they’ve molded 
me and gotten me to the 
place I am now.” Claeys 
retired as the VT line-
backers coach in Janu-
ary after one season in 
Blacksburg.

On the influence of 
Bud Foster on his coach-
ing style:

“If there were a per-
son you said I could be a 
carbon copy of, it would 
be Bud Foster. That’s as 
high of a compliment 
that I could receive. 
Obviously I learned so 
much from him in terms 
of linebacker play and 
defensive play.” 

On linebacker Dax 
Hollfield playing the 
middle linebacker spot: 

“He’s a leader of the 
defense, he’s the quar-
terback of the defense, 
that’s what the MIKE 
role is. You’re right in 
the middle, you’re get-
ting everyone lined up, 
you’re making sure ev-
eryone knows their re-
sponsibilities to the field 
or the boundary. He’s 
amazing at that. He’s an-
other coach on the field.

“All you have to do is 
tell Dax and he’s going 
to get it done. That’s so 
valuable in today’s foot-
ball because we’re not 
like the NFL where they 
have (speakers) in the 
helmets where you can 
communicate to that guy 
on the field. We don’t 
have that.

“Being able to com-
municate on Tuesday 
this is exactly what we 
want in a certain situa-
tion and if it occurs on 
Saturday, we want you to 
do it this way and he can 
get that done, that’s as 
valuable of a resource as 
you can have.” 

Tyler also discussed a 
crazy week of prepara-
tion leading up to last 
season’s 38-31 win at 
Duke. Tech was extreme-

Former VT defensive tackle J.C. Price (left) has joined the VT staff as co-defensive line coach/defensive 
recruiting coordinator, and head coach Justin Fuente has promoted Jack Tyler (right) to linebackers coach.

ly short-handed on the 
defensive side of the ball 
both in terms of coaches 
and players. With Jus-
tin Hamilton and Ryan 
Smith unable to be in 
the building or travel to 
the game, a heavy load of 
responsibility was placed 
on Tyler’s shoulders and 
he was ready for the mo-
ment.

The Virginia Player of 
the Year at Oakton High 
School as a senior in 
2008, Tyler set a school 
record with 147 tackles 
before enrolling at Tech 
and redshirting in 2009. 
He went on to play in 
54 games for the Hokies, 
finishing his career with 
286 tackles (124 solo), 
8.5 sacks and 32.5 tack-
les for loss. Tyler led Tech 
in tackles in both 2012 
and 2013. He was a first-
team All-ACC selection 
in 2012 and a second-
team All-ACC pick in 
2013.

CROSSWORD ANSWERS
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