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Simpson named principal at Blackshurg High

Adam Simpson has been
named the principal at
Blacksburg High School,
starting in July. Simpson
has served as an assistant

principal at Blacksburg

High School since July
2017. He oversees Bruin
Academy, career and tech-
nical education, math, and
Virginia Tiered Systems of
Support at BHS.

“l am humbled and
honored to have been se-
lected as the next principal
at BHS,” Simpson said.
“I am grateful for the op-
portunity to serve our

students, teachers, staff,
and families as we work
together to  continue
the tradition of excel-
lence at Blacksburg High
School.”

Simpson received

a bachelors degree in
mathematics from Vir-
ginia Tech, a master’s
degree in curriculum and
instruction from Virginia
Tech, and a master’s de-
gree in educational lead-
ership from Radford
University.

Guylene Wood-Setzer
served as the interim
principal at Blacksburg
High School for the
2020-2021 school year
and will start her new
role as Director of Equity
in July.

New bus allows Christiansburg Head Start to provide
transportation to Shawsville, Elliston children

Tristan Mortensen
Contributing writer

New River Community Action
(NRCA) has purchased and taken
delivery of a new bus that will pro-
vide transportation for children in the
Shawsville and Elliston areas, which
will allow them to attend Head Start
classes in Christiansburg for the up-
coming 2021-2022 preschool year.

New River Community Action has
for several years been unable to provide
transportation for Shawsville and Ellis-
ton children.

“This bus will deliver materials for
at-home learning, will be able to pick
children up whose parents want them
to have in-person instruction, and will
deliver food from this center,” said Sh-
eryl Helm, the Director of Early Child-
hood and Family Services for NRCA.

Head Start is a federally funded
pre-kindergarten program providing
low-income children between the ages
of 3 and 5 with various experiences to
help them develop socially, cognitively,
physically, and emotionally. The pro-
gram is offered without charge to the
families who meet the income eligibil-
ity requirements. The NRCA Head
Start mission is to build on the unique
strengths of children and families
through positive engagement, health

New River Community Action Head Start teachers and staff show off the
new hus that will provide transportation for children in the Shawsville
and Elliston areas to the Christianshurg center.

education, and a quality pre-kinder-
garten experience.

The program takes place from
August until May with full-day and
part-day options available.

Children must be between 3 and
5, meet family income guidelines,
and have a current physical with im-
munizations documentation. Parents
may receive more information or
may enroll their children by calling
the Christiansburg Head Start Cen-
ter at (540) 381-7559 or by e-mail
mdefranco@nrcaa.org.

“We'll be able to provide compre-
hensive services which are not just

educational but include family and a
mental health component. We will
not only be able to serve the children,
but serve the family,” said Katie Col-
lins, NRCA’s Facilities and Transpor-
tation Coordinator.

“In the Shawsville and Elliston ar-
eas, which is where we are targeting
with this bus, there is just a large gap
in access to Head Start,” Collins said.
“The families live in our service area,
but they can’t make it to us.”

The bus purchase was made pos-

sible with funding awarded through

See New Bus, page 3

Pegey Huber is a gardener, a

community volunteer and a philosopher

Peggy Huber wields a shovel full of dirt to enrich the flowers that
decorate the Radford Public Library. Like many other gardeners, Huber
says the physical activity of her hobby keeps her healthy.

Peggy Huber sits on the edge of the Sundell Street roundabout where
gardeners and town horticulturists have worked together to create a
circular garden. The yellow crocuses that are in bloom right now are

transplanted from her front yard.

Pat Brown
Contributing writer

Radford drivers may have spot-
ted Peggy Huber last week shov-
eling dirt onto a bed of daffodils
that was just starting to open up
at the Radford Public Library.

Spring’s early blossoms have
brought her out of her West End
home and into spaces around
town that need a little spruc-
ing up. At the Sundell Street
roundabout, the crocuses she do-
nated from her yard and planted
months ago are coming up with
vibrant yellow petals.

As spring continues, round-
about passers-by can follow the
progress of the snow lilies she
transplanted from her yard. Later
in the growing season, drivers and
walkers will be able to see daylil-
ies, resurrection lilies and several
types of irises she has shared.

“We've got such a beautiful

walking system,” Huber said of

paths that meander through Rad-
ford’s neighborhoods and parks.
She wants to make them even
prettier.

Huber has served on Rad-
ford’s Beautification and Forestry
Commission, but her volunteer
gardening is separate from her
committee work, and it dates
back 35 years. Those were the
years prior to Radford’s hiring of
professional horticulturists to en-
hance the town’s beauty.

Several decades ago, she was
among a small group of volun-

See Peggy Huber, page 2
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Dale Buckner

to run for county
board of supervisors

Dale Buckner, a long-
time resident of Mont-
gomery County, has an-
nounced plans to seek
the Republican nomi-
nation for the District
D seat on the county’s
board of supervisors.

Buckner said Thurs-
day he would be a tire-
less worker for the in-
terests of the people.
He has lived in the Pilot
community for the past
39 years and is a gradu-
ate of Christiansburg
High School.

“I will actively listen
to you and be a voice
for everyone,” Buckner
said. “I will be a strong
supporter of law en-
forcement and first re-
sponders and a non-wa-

vering supporter of the
Second Amendment.”

His platform also in-
cludes support for qual-
ity education opportu-
nities for all students
with a safe learning en-
vironment with school
resource officers, high-
speed Internet for all
citizens in the county
and better road main-
tenance and infrastruc-
ture while keeping taxes
low.

“I will never par-
ticipate in unnecessary
spending of  county
money,” he said.

The District D seat
is currently held by Re-
publican Todd King,
who has announced he
will seek re-election.

LOVE works in Radford

According to the Rad-
ford Tourism & Cultural
Arts Commission, a new
attraction has been in-
stalled in downtown Rad-
ford: oversized L-O-V-E
letters.

The display is at 1100
E. Main Street at the inter-
section of East Main and
Virginia streets in what
was formerly called the
Farmers Market lot. The
classic white acrylic letters
feature the Radford logo
inside the “O.” According
to the commission, the
letters will be customized
throughout the year to
feature holidays and spe-
cial events happening in
Radford.

The bright white letters
stand out against the ghost
ad mural that is so well
known and recognized
in downtown Radford. A
commission news release
says the best picture can
be taken by standing on
the sidewalk to the east of
the letters. A short wall in
front of the letters allows
for friends and family to
easily be included in the
photo.

The iconic Radford
clock borders the photo to
the right, and the mural in
the background pays trib-
ute to the many artistic of-
ferings found in Radford
from the Radford Univer-
sity College of Visual and

Performing Arts Series to
the public art program
that has been featured
over the past several years
and the local artisans and
crafters that call Radford
home.

The Virginia is for Lov-
ers ad campaign is over 50
years old and is ranked as
one of the most successful
tourism campaigns of all
time. The folks at Virginia
Tourism have encour-
aged localities, businesses,
and attractions to “share
the love” and install their
own LOVE works in their
communities. As of now,
there are over 200 works
in the state, and many
people plan trips around
visiting the LOVE works
and getting that perfect
picture. For all of the
works in the state, check
out Virginia.org.

The Radford Info &
Welcome Center is now
open in its new location at
701A W. Main St. and has
information about attrac-
tions and local places to
eat, shop, and stay while
in Radford. The welcome
center has Radford logo
souvenirs and merchan-
dise. Its current operating
hours are Tuesday through
Thursday from 10 a.m.
until 2 p.m. The center
can be reached at Info@
VisitRadford.com for ad-

ditional information.
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Monday, March 22
through Friday, April 2

Noise alert: Steam ventilation

From March 22 — April 2, if
the weather is unseasonably warm
resulting in temperatures above
normal, the university and sur-
rounding community members
may notice elevated noise levels
in the proximity of the Virginia
Tech power plant due to the steam
venting process associated with the
commissioning of the plant’s new
boiler.

"This notice is provided as a pre-
cautionary measure to inform the
surrounding community of the
possible need to vent steam. There
are no immediate plans to vent
steam during this period. How-
ever, if temperatures are unseason-
ably warm, steam produced by the
new boiler may need to be vented,
resulting in elevated noise levels in
the proximity of the power plant
and in the surrounding area.

Possible intermittent noise will
be limited to normal work hours
(between 8 am. — 5 p.m.), Mon-
day through Friday only. All ef-
forts will be made to reduce noise
levels as possible. The Division of
Campus Planning, Infrastructure,
and Facilities thanks the univer-
sity community and local residents
in advance for their patience and
understanding. Questions related
to the steam venting process (and
during the process) may be direct-
ed to virepair@vt.edu or 540-231-
4300.

Tuesday, March 23:

Radford City School Board
meeting

The Radford City School Board
will have a regular meeting at 6
p-m., at the School Administration
Building. A copy of the agenda

can be seen at WWW.ICPS.Org.

Wednesday, March

24, April 14, April
28, May 12, May 26

Hahn Horticulture Garden
Virtual Road Trips

First stop on this virtual road
tip is the Des Moines Botani-
cal Garden in Des Moines, lowa.
Since travel restrictions are still in
place, five gardens and arboretums
are being brought here via Zoom.

The schedule for the Zoom
road trips is as follows: March 24
at 2 p.m.: the Des Moines Botani-
cal Garden with Sydney Algreen-
Hunter; April 14 at 2 p.m.: the
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower
Center with Tanya Zastrow; April
28 at 3:30 p.m.: the Lewis Gint-
er Botanical Garden with Brian
Trader (VT Alumnus); May 12 at
2 p.m.: the Wisconsin Arboretum
with David Stevens (VT Alum-
nus); May 26 at 2 p.m.: Lotusland
with Paul Mills and Rebecca An-
derson. Register online for these
talks and a zoom link will be pro-
vided:

https://virginiatech.qualtrics.
com/jfe/form/SV_cumxRA4Mec-

96guy.

Tuesday, March 30:

Neighborhood meeting for
Conditional Use Permit for Kent
Square

The Town of Blacksburg has re-
ceived a request from Aaron Harris
of Pointe West Management (ap-
plicant) on behalf of Kent Square
LLC and Pointe West Manage-
ment Co. (owners). to combine
previously approved conditional
use permits (CUP 11-0002; CUP
11-0007; CUP 16-0002 and CUP
18-0002) at Kent Square at 202
and 250 South Main St. (Tax Par-
cels 256-A 115 and 257-C A 1)
to increase the maximum allowed
ground-floor medical and general
office square footage in the Down-
town Commercial zoning district .
A neighborhood meeting to con-

sider the request will be held on
Tuesday, March 30, 2021, at 4:30
p.m., in the Roger E. Hedgepeth
Chambers.

Thursday, April 1:

One Good Mama Bone Book
Club

Bren McClain, author of “One
Good Mama Bone,” will be visit-
ing library patrons virtually in
April. In preparation for her au-
thor talk, a virtual book discussion
will be held on April 1 at 6:30 p.m.
The meeting ID is 810 1631 3691;
the passcode is 570599.

Head Start Enrolling

New River Community Action
is now accepting applications for
three- and four year olds for Head
Start for the 2021-22 school year.
Head Start offers a no-charge pre-
school for income eligible families.
Families may apply by calling the
local Head Start center, applying
online at newrivercommunityac-
tion.org or by picking up an appli-
cation form in person at the local
center. Applications are accepted
year-round.

The phone numbers for the
three local Head Start centers are
Christiansburg ~ 540-381-7559,
Radford ~ 540-731-4107  and
Blacksburg 540-552-0490. Any-
one applying in person should
bring proof of the child’s birth and
proof of the family’s income such
as a 1040, a W-2, pay stubs, child
support income, money received
from grants, and unemployment
income.

All month of March

Grab-and-Go Crafts
All month of March, at the
Meadowbrook Public Library. Call

the Meadowbrook Library to re-
quest Take and Make Craft Kits,

available for grab-and-go with
curbside pickup. They are free
but supplies are limited. Spring
and Easter crafts will be avail-
able for pickup from March 22
through March 28.

StoryWalk

All month of March at the
Christiansburg Library. Exercise
your brain and body as you read
and walk the trail. Begin at the
library at the College Street en-
trance of Downtown Park. This
month’s book is “The Big Red
Barn.”

Teen/Adult
Smartphone Cover

All month of March at the
Meadowbrook Public Library.
Request a teen/adult craft to
receive supplies to make your
own felt phone cover. Supplies
are limited.

Through March 31:

Craft-Felt

Keep Virginia Beautiful
Annual “Shiver” Fundraising
Event

Keep Virginia  Beautiful

(KVB) has opened registra-
tion for Shiver in Virginia, a
reimagined version of its annual
Shiver in the River festival that
has been KVB’s largest annual
fundraiser since 2015. Shiver in
Virginia runs until March 31.
Participants engage in activi-
ties including litter cleanups,
recycling, trail cleaning, graffiti
removal and other good deeds.
For a donation of $20.21,
participants will receive a free
Virginia State Parks parking
pass with no expiration date.
Participants will also have ac-
cess to the KVB Mission Chal-
lenge website, where they can
map the collective progress on
the 2,021 mile path across the
state. With each act reported,
participants will be entered into
drawings for additional prizes.

Peggy Huber ...

Virginia Tech Parking Sur-
vey

Virginia Tech has released a
2021 parking survey. All those
who utilize parking and trans-
portation in and around the
Virginia Tech Blacksburg cam-
pus are invited to participate,
including visitors and Blacks-
burg residents. The survey will
close March 31, 2021, at 5 p.m.

All responses will remain
anonymous and will be ana-
lyzed at the aggregate level. The
survey should take fewer than
15 minutes to complete. To
take the survey, visit

hteps://vtnews.vt.edu/no-
tices/adm-evergreens/Transpo-
parkingsurvey.html.

Through Thursday,
April 15:

“ART GAWK: Selections
from the Radford University
Permanent Collection”

The exhibition is a selection
of 111 works that range widely
in media, artistic styles, and
historical periods. The hours
of the exhibition are Monday
through Friday from 10 a.m.
until 5 p.m. and Saturday
from noon until 4 p.m. at the
Art Museum at the Covington
Center.

Through Saturday,
April 24:

‘Unbearable Beauty’ Exhibit
at Moss Arts Center

The exhibit is open each
Wednesday from 10 a.m. until
5 p.m. and on Saturdays from
10 a.m. until 4 p.m. through
Saturday, April 24. The exhibit
is a demonstration of the dev-
astation human activity has
wreaked on the environment.
The exhibit is free and open to
the public.

Free advice

Want to
LOOL
Petter?

Keep black away
from face...
Wear a Splash
of Color

Jewelry | Scarf

860 University City Blvd. * Blacksburg ¢ (540) 951-8102
Mon-Sat 11:30am-4pm * Always fiee convenient parking

teers who solicited lo-
cal businesses to donate
money for flowers and
then set about planting
them in public space.
These days she seeks
permission from the city
horticulturist before add-
ing or subtracting flora.
Right now, she’s the
only volunteer she is
aware of, and she’s excit-
ed about a new idea.
Huber wants to solicit
town folks and businesses
to contribute to a pansy

planting. She selected
pansies because yellow
pansies with black on the
petals share the school
colors of the Radford
Bobcats. She wants ath-
letes and their families
-- among others -- to buy
“Bobcat pansies” that can
be added to flower beds
because the plants are
resistant to freezing even
when they are under a
blanket of snow.

“If someone tells you
that you are a pansy, take

it as a compliment,” she
said.

Peggy Huber can get
philosophical about gar-
dening.

“I think I was born
with dirt in my blood,”
she said recently. “I am
programmed to enjoy
growing flowers and ed-
ibles.” She said she feels
connected to the spirits
of her grandparents and
parents when she is gar-
dening. “My mom’s most
lasting memories as she
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with the opportunity
to submit input, is
available online at
the MPO website:

and activities.

THE NRV MPO SEEKS PUBLIC
INPUT FOR THE MPO
TITLE VI PLAN UPDATE

The New River Valley MPO is in the
process of updating its Title VI and Limited
English Proficiency Plan. The plan, along

http://www.montva.com/mpo

Written comments will be received until
April 13, 2021 at 5:00 pm.

Oral comments can be given at the MPO
Policy Board meeting on May 6, 2021 at
2:00 pm at the Montgomery
County Government Center.

The NRV MPO fully complies with Title VI
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and related
statutes and regulations in all programs

The NRV MPO will strive to provide
reasonable accommodations and services
for persons who require special assistance
to participate in this public involvement
opportunity. For more information, or to
obtain a Discrimination Complaint Form,
or to request special assistance email:
brughjd@montgomerycountyva.gov

or call (540) 394-2145, TTY/TTD 711.

Send community news and photos

to communitynews@ourvalley.org

slid into deep dementia
were working in the gar-
den and caring for young
children,” Huber said.

And she is certain
gardening, as is often
claimed, contributes to
her good physical and
mental health. In her
seventh decade, she can
dig and plant with the
best of them.

“I should help you,”
a man said when he ex-
ited the library and saw
Huber working in the
library flower beds re-
cently. “I dug the holes
and he put in the bulbs,”
she said.

A dozen years ago,
when Huber was logging
some of her 30 years
of teaching, a teenager
asked to help her garden
on the school grounds
before and after school.
She helped them grow
butternut squash, and
they cooked and ate their
handiwork with a touch
of butter and brown sug-

r. “They felt a sense of
accomplishment and ca-
maraderie,” she said.

Twice Huber planted
scads of daffodils at two
different schools only
to watch as a change in
landscaping plans eradi-
cated the spring blooms.
She joked that she still
has not been able to
recreate the beautiful
scene from the movie
“Dr. Zhivago” when a
field of snow melts and
is replaced by a beautiful
field of daffodils.

Husband Tom helps
her maintain a vegetable
garden in their back-
yard where “every year
the flowers take more of
the space,” Peggy Huber
said. The couple has two
sons, a daughter and sev-
en grandchildren.

“Gardening,” Huber
said, “is what I thought
I could contribute.”
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Relay for Life green walk

Members of the Montgomery County Relay for Life committee took a special
green walk this week to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day. The event brought attention
to the group’s planned relay, which is slated for August 13 at the Christiansburg

Middle School parking lot.

OBITUARY

Shelburne, Patricia

Ann Coates

Patricia Ann Coates Shel-
burne passed away peacefully
on March 15, 2021, at Caril-
ion New River Valley Medi-
cal Center with her family by
her side.

Pat was born on Dec. 31,
1946 to Edgar Thomas and
Mattie Ryan Coates. She
grew up in Halifax County,
Va., then relocated to Rad-
ford where she made a life

with her dearly loved hus-

have of their adventures
with her. She made an im-
pact on everyone that she
met.

Pat and Rudy were
very blessed to be part of
an amazing church family
at the Radford Church of
Christ. Their outpouring
of love and support has
been a testament to the
impact that Pac has had

on so many.

band, Rudolph Shelburne,
for 40 years.

Pat was preceded in death by her mother
and father as well as brothers Wayne and
Freddie Coates.

In addition to Rudy; others left to cherish
the many wonderful memories that were
made during her very full lifetime are her
beloved children, Rory Lee (Brenda) Owen
of Graham, N.C., Lynn (John) Weinstein
of Chesapeake, Va., Crystal (Patrick) Wil-
son of Burlington, N.C., and Roy Owen Jr.
of Alexandria, Va.

She is also survived by grandchildren
Adrienne (Jesse) Orlowski of Madison,
Neb., Danielle (Ben) Jung of Portsmouth,
Va., Jake Palladini of Radford, Va., and
Kayla Wilson of Burlington, N.C.; three
great-grandchildren, Alex and Adalynn
Carnes of Madison, Neb., and Hana Jung
of Portsmouth, Va.; her treasured baby sis-
tet, Janice (Ken) Perkins of Roxboro, N.C.;
her special niece, Angie Perkins Hupp; and
a cherished furry companion, Lil Bit, who
now has the job of keeping Rudy company.

Pat will be remembered for her fun-
loving spirit, her propensity for speaking
her mind and the tenacity that she exhib-
ited when facing any challenge. She was
surrounded by love not only by her family
but also by an incredible group of lifelong
friends that are too numerous to mention
all by name, but, oh, the memories they

The family would like
to extend a special thank-you to one of Pat’s
friends of 50-plus years, Trish Irby. Trish has
been with Pat and Rudy through thick and
thin over the last year going to doctors’ vis-
its and hospital stays and helping with day-
to-day care.

The family would also like to thank the
staff at Carilion New River Medical Center
Surgical Ward. The attention and care pro-
vided to Pat and the family during her last
days was so appreciated and made such a
difference during this heartbreaking experi-
ence.

In accordance with Pat’s wishes, she will
be donated to the Virginia Anatomical So-
ciety to provide a new generation of medi-
cal professionals the opportunity to learn
how multdple illnesses affect the body and
assist in research for the possibilities of cures
in the future. In lieu of flowers, the family
requests donations be made in Pat’s honor
to St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital.

A memorial service will be held for Pat
at the Radford Church of Christ on Satur-
day, March 27, 2021. Family visitation will
be from noon to 1 p.m. with the memorial
service beginning at 1 p.m. Pat loved the
color, so red masks will be provided at the
door.

The Shelburne family is in the care of
Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory in
Radford. www.mullinsfuneralhome.com.

Electric cooperatives

sponsoring youth essay contest

The Virginia, Maryland
and Delaware Association
of Electric Cooperatives
is sponsoring a “Powerful
Careers” essay contest for
school children of electric
cooperative members and
the 1.3 million readers of
Cooperative Living maga-
zine.

Essays are being accept-
ed through September 1
through an online submis-
sion form at vmdaec.com/
powerfulcareers. No mail-
ins will be accepted.

Grades 7-9 should sub-
mit essays of 500 to 750
words. Grades 10-12 should
submit essays of 800-1,000
words. First prize in each
age category is a $100 gift

New Bus

the CARES Act, the fed-
eral stimulus package passed
last March in response to
the COVID-19 pandemic.
NRCA opened a competi-
tive grant process that at-
tracted four bidders and
awarded the bid to the
Sonny Merryman company.
Merryman has delivered the
bus to the Christiansburg
office and provided an ori-
entation for all the Head
Start staff.

“I'm  excited because
Christiansburg Head Start
did lose transportation a few
years ago because our bud-
get could not afford a new
bus,” Collins said. “With
the CARES Act funds, we
are able to put a bus back
where we would not nor-
mally have been able to do
so.

card. Second prize is a $50
gift card. Third prize is a the electric cooperative
$25 gift card. The first-place network,” said = Steven
entries will be printed in the Johnson, editor of Coop-
November-December 2021 erative Living. “Through
issue of Cooperative Living. this contest, we hope

Essays should focus on students will take a close
a career opportunity in the look at the value of ca-
energy field. Possibilities reers in the energy field.”

is one of the strengths of
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Historic Montgomery

Camp Comfort was located near the intersection of Radford Road and College Street
in Christianshurg. It opened in 1928 and was one of the first motor courts to he built
in the county. It offered an Esso Service Station, a café, and small motorist cahins.
All the buildings featured rustic-style exposed bark siding. The sign on the café
reads: “Cabins — Meals, Camp Comfort Tourist Camp Ground.” (This image and many
more are available from the Montgomery Museum of Art & History.)

VT is planning to hold multiple

in-person commencement

ceremonies at Lane Stadium

Virginia Tech is plan-
ning to hold multiple in-
person  commencement
ceremonies in Lane Sta-
dium to celebrate gradu-
ating Hokies while also
adhering to public health
guidelines.

While details are not
yet final, they will be in
the coming weeks.

New state guidelines
released Wednesday and
feedback from the Class
of 2021 are informing
the format of in-person
celebrations.  Multiple
commencement events
will be held before the
end of the semester to al-
low individual graduates
to be recognized in front
of a limited number of
guests.

More than 8,000 Hok-
ies are graduating this
spring. Because of that,
hosting multiple in-per-
son events, as well as an
online ceremony, is nec-
essary to accommodate
public health protocols
while also making the ex-

perience special for grad-
uates and their families.
This will not be a
traditional commence-
ment ceremony. Gradu-
ates and guests will not
be permitted to gather
in large numbers outside
the stadium. Tailgating
and congregating will
not be allowed, and pub-
lic health measures will
still be in place.
Preliminary guidance
from the state for safely
holding in-person com-
mencement events puts
caps on indoor and out-
door ceremonies.
Because  this  an-
nouncement was antici-
pated, planning for in-
person commencement
celebrations is already
underway. The univer-
sity’s  commencement
delivery team sought

feedback from the Class

0f 2021 through a recent
survey, which more than
1,200 students complet-
ed.

Registration for com-
mencement events will
be required, and a limit-
ed number of guests will
be permitted as public
health conditions allow.

As so many students
look to the future and
celebrations ahead, the
commencement deliv-
ery team is also consid-
ering how to recognize
the Class of 2020 as re-
strictions on gatherings
continue to ease. The
class will receive a survey
seeking input on how to
best recognize them.

Commencement up-
dates will continue to be
shared via email, online,
and through Virginia
Tech social media chan-
nels.

THE NRV MPO SEEKS
PUBLIC INPUT FOR

include lineworkers, dis-
patchers, graphic design-
ers, business specialists, I'T
professionals and CEOs.
Submissions should explain
what the job is, why it mat-
ters and how it relates to
the energy business. The
15 member systems of the
VMD Association of Elec-
tric Cooperatives are a great
resource.

“The diversity of job roles

from page 1

The bus is a 23-passenger
2020 Chevy/Thomas school
bus with features that pro-
vide the children with a safe
and fun ride. Each seat is
equipped with lap belts and
5-point child passenger re-
straints. Additional features
include a backup camera
system, a child reminder
system, an LED light pack-
age, and heated/remote
mirrors. A Head Start bus
monitor is always on board
in addition to the driver to
assist the children.

NRCA is now hiring
qualified drivers witha CDL
on a part-time basis and of-
fers competitive wages and a
great working environment.
Interested applicants can
visit newrivercommunityac-
tion.org/nrca-jobs for more
information.

g8 Spring
Leagues

A Now ’

Forming:

SPRING LEAGUE

BONUS BUCKS:
BUY $50, GET $10
BUY $20, GET $3
BUY $10, GET $1

Call 382-5525 and
ask for Amanda or Terry

575 Arbor Drive, Christiansburg

www.nrvsuperbowl.biz

Do You Have Real Estate

You Wish to Sell?

For the best Real Estate Service, call Broker
Terry McCraw at 320-5200. Terry has 52 Years
of Successful Real Estate Listings and Sales.
Terry can sell your property for you. Property
is now selling like never before.

“Everything we touch turns to SOLD"”

McCraw Real Estate Inc.

540-639-4556

TRANSPORTATION PLANNING

The New River Valley Metropolitan
Planning Organization (MPO) is developing
its 2021-22 Unified Planning Work Program.
The UPWP provides

an annual schedule

of activities, lists

planning tasks and

studies, and identi-

fies funding sources.

A draft plan is available for review at the
offices of the Towns of Blacksburg and
Christiansburg, the City of Radford, and the
Montgomery and Pulaski County offices. It
is also available on the MPO website:
www.montgomerycountyva.gov/mpo

Deadline for written comments: 5:00 PM
April 13, 2021

Oral comments will also be taken at the
MPO Policy Board meeting at 2:00 PM on
May 6, 2021 at the Montgomery County
Government Center if it is held.

Comments can also address transit
projects for which Federal operating and
capital assistance will be sought under 49
USC Section 5303, as well as other
transportation modes.

The NRV MPO ensures nondiscrimination
and equal employment in all programs and
activities in accordance with Title VI and

Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. If you
need more information or special assistance
for persons with disabilities or limited English
proficiency, contact Dan Brugh at:
brughjd@montgomerycountyva.gov or
540-394-2145, TTY/TTD 711.
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Virginia lands 14,100 new jobs in January, unemployment down to 5.3 percent

According to figures from
the Bureau of Labor Statistics,
Virginias unemployment rate
dropped 0.3 percent to 5.3 per-
cent in January, which is 2.8
percentage points above the rate
from a year ago.

Accounting for the rate drop,
the bureau reported, is the in-
crease in total nonfarm payroll
employment by 14,100 jobs.
Virginias seasonally adjusted
unemployment rate continues
to be below the national rate,
which was 6.3 percent in Janu-
ary and fell to 6.2 percent in

February.

“While the COVID-19 pan-
demic continues to put incred-
ible strain on our economy, we
are hopeful that the unemploy-
ment rate will continue to fall as
more people get the vaccine and
recurn to work,” said Virginia
Governor Ralph Northam. “We
are turning the corner, and our
commonwealth is moving for-
ward.”

In January, Virginia was
ranked 23rd in the nation for the
seasonally adjusted unemploy-
ment rate, along with Kentucky,

Ohio, and South Carolina.

“We can see the light at the
end of the tunnel as the vaccines
are being distributed and we
work to safely reopen key sectors
of our economy,” said Secretary
of Commerce and Trade Brian
Ball. “The commonwealth has
fared well economically in com-
parison to many other states,
and we are fortunate to have a
strong pipeline of economic
development projects that are
injecting much needed capital
investment and new jobs into
our communities.”

In January, the labor force
decreased by 1,452, essentially
unchanged, to 4,253,627, as
the number of unemployed resi-
dents decreased by 8,920. The
number of employed residents
rose by 7,468 to 4,026,343. The
private sector recorded an over-
the-year loss of 160,800 jobs,
while employment in the public
sector lost 33,100 jobs.

Compared to a year ago, on
a seasonally adjusted basis, 10
out of 11 major industry divi-
sions experienced employment
decreases with one industry un-

changed. The largest over-the-
year job loss occurred in leisure
and hospitality, down 81,600
jobs, or 19.4 percent. Construc-
tion was unchanged over-the-
year at 207,500 jobs.
Over-the-year  employment
growth in Virginia had been
positive for six consecutive years
in February 2020 but dramati-
cally changed course with the
onset of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. In January 2021, Vir-
ginias over-the-year job loss of
4.7 percent was less than the 6.3
percent decline nationwide

WalletHub: Virginia is nation’s fifth most innovative state
g

In the

dimension of

The personal finance
website  WalletHub  has
released the results of its
survey to determine the
most innovative states and
found that Virginia is the
nation’s fifth most innova-
tive state. As WalletHub
put it, innovation is a prin-
cipal driver of U.S. eco-
nomic growth. In 2021,
the U.S. will spend nearly
$600 billion on research
and development — more
than any other country in
the world and more than
25% of the world’s total
— helping the nation rank
third on the Global Inno-
vation Index.

According to the results
of the ranking, knowledge

and technology outputs
are  Americas  particu-
lar strengths, the website
says. Some of the biggest
innovations the U.S. has
produced recently are the
COVID-19 vaccines, and
the government spent $12
billion in 2020 on their
development and distribu-
tion through Operation
Warp Speed. To rank the
states, WalletHub com-
pared the 50 states and
the District of Columbia
across 22 key indicators
of innovation-friendliness.
Those key indicators were
sub-divided into two key
dimensions: “Human
Capital” and “Innovation
Environment.”
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human capital, the key in-
dicators WalletHub used
to determine the states’
rankings were 1) the share
of STEM (science, tech-
nology, engineering and
mathematics) profession-
als 2) the share of science
and engineering graduates.
This metric measured the
percentage of science- and
engineering-degree  hold-
ers aged 25 and older per
total degree holders in the
same age group 3) the pro-
jected STEM-job demand
by 2028 per total jobs.
4)  scientific-knowledge
output. This metric mea-
sured the number of peer-
reviewed articles published

per $1 Million of academ-
ic science and engineering
research and development.
5) eighth-grade math and
science performance. 6)
AP  exam participation.
This metric measured
the percentage of public
high-school students in
the graduating class who
completed one or more
Advanced-Placement ex-
ams at any point in high
school.

Among selected met-
rics, Virginia finished
fourth in the share of
STEM pros, first in the
projected STEM-job de-
mand by 2028, 14th in
cighth-grade math and

science performance, and

eighth in the share of sci-
ence and engineering
graduates aged 25+.

In the dimension of in-
novation environment, the
key indicators WalletHub
used included the share
of technology companies
per total establishments;
research and development
spending per capita, a
metric in which Virginia
placed 30th; research and
development intensity; in-
vention patents per capita;
tech gross state product as
a percent of the total state
product;  entrepreneurial
activity; the number of
startups “accelerated” per
total number of start-ups;
tax-friendliness; venture-

capital funding per capita;
the average annual fed-
eral small-business fund-
ing.; open roads and skies
friendly laws; the average
Internet speed; the share of
households with Internet
access and the adoption
of K-12 computer science
standards

WalletHub declared
it chose this final metric
because it considers that
most innovation in the fu-
ture will be tech-enabled.

The states and the dis-
trict ranked ahead of Vir-
ginia in WalletHub’s State
Innovation Index are Mas-
sachusetts, the District of
Columbia, Washington,
and Maryland.

Where rent is getting cheaper, Virginia is No. 7

The average cost of a one-bed-
room apartment is dropping faster
in Virginia than almost anywhere
else, and the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic is one big reason why,
according to a report released this
week by QuoteWizard, one of the

nation’s leading online insurance

marketplaces.

The report found that the cost
of rent in Virginia has gone down
4.3 percent over the last two years,

which

decreases.

ranks the commonwealth
seventh in the nation for rental cost

According to QuoteWizard’s re-
port the average monthly cost of a
one-bedroom apartment in Virginia
is now $1,183. It was $1,236 in
2019. The report also said that rent-
ers are trading cities for the suburbs.

The report’s top 10 states where
rents are decreasing with the aver-
age monthly cost and the percent

of the decrease are (1) Massachu-
setts, $1,51.50, down 11.34% (2)

North Dakota, $660, down 9.09%

down

(3) New York, $1,303, down 7.81%
(4) Washington, $1,148.50, down
7.78% (5) Illinois, $862.50, down-
6.17% (6) California, $1441.50,
4.96%
$1,182.50, down 4.3% (8) Minne-
sota, $874.50, down 4.02% (9) New
Jersey, $1,283.50, down 1.75% (10)
Texas, $934.50, down 1.74%.

(7)

Virginia,

WalletHub survey: 145 million Americans
can’t afford another year like 2020

Due to the impact
of the COVID-19 pan-
demic on people’s fi-
nances, around 145 mil-
lion Americans say they
cannot afford another
year like 2020, according
to a coronavirus money
survey released Thursday
by the personal financial
website WalletHub.

According to the re-
port, money problems
have now surpassed CO-

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

1 2 3 10 |11 12
13 14 15

16 18

19 21

14, 5,280 feet
15. Beloved Yankee great
16. A female domestic

29. Woody climbing plant
31. Dismounted

33. Orbits the earth

36. Female parents

38 Separates acids

46. Large primate
48. Shape-memory alloy
49, Halfback

65. Mozambique seaport
66. Leaver

67. The human foot

68. Crash

49 |50
54
60
63
66
CLUES ACROSS 39. Origins CLUES DOWN
1. Pea stems 41, Stuffing and mounting 1. Excessively theatrical actors
6. Type of music animal skins 2. Wings
9. Leader 44. Rupture 3. French river
13. Distant 45, Fathers 4. Internet device

heart

17. Free from alcoholism 51. “Family Guy” daughter ~ gooseberries

18. Ribosomal ribonucleic ~ 52. Irish mountain chain 7.Brews

acid 54, Paired 8. For each

19. Entertains with song 56. Drinks 9. Dictatorships

21. Wooden shoe 60. Death notice 10. Slavic person in Saxony
22. Female horses 61. Skirts 11. Nobel laureate Shmuel
23. Group of males 62. Fertility god 12. Lasso

24. Sodium 63. Where a curve intersects  14. Tones down

25. Revolutions per minute  itself 17. Lunar period

28. Neither 64. Red Sea port 20. Leavened Indian bread

21. Military elite

23. One thousandth of an inch

25. L.A. footballer
26. Land plan
27. A satellite of Saturn

5. Where Tony Bennett left his

6. Flowering shrub that bears

29. “Cat Ballou” actor

30. Obscure aspect of Sun God
and a group of asteroids

32. Indicates the fare

34, __and feather

35. Round Dutch cheese

37. Begat

40. Relaxing place

42. __ Hit'an of Alaska

43. Belgian city

47. Organ of hearing and balance
49, Isolated Southeast Asian
people

50. “Power Rangers” villain
52. Yellow-fever mosquitos
53. Heavy cavalry sword

55. Laundry detergent

56. A way to wait

57. Mother and wife of Uranus
58. Justly obtain

59. Stony waste matter

61. Helps you find places

65. Oil company

VID-19 as being the
top stressor in America,
a 15% change since last
year. Americans’  top
stressors, says the survey
are money problems,
30%; the coronavirus,
28%; their job, 14%;
relationships, 12%; cli-
mate change, 9%; and

terrorism/mass  shoot-
ings, 7%.

Moreover, Walle-
tHub’s survey says 29

million more Americans
than did so last year plan
to apply for a new credit
card this year due to the
coronavirus. According
to the money survey, 71
million Americans an-
ticipate having trouble
paying their credit card
bills because of the coro-
navirus.

The survey revealed
that 79% of Americans

think credit card com-
panies should forgive
late payments in light
of issues related to the
pandemic. On a positive
note, 61% of Americans
report they are saving
more money during the
coronavirus rather than
spending more.

And the genders have
their differences in the
way they spend their
money during COVID.
WalletHub reports that
women are 16% more
likely than men to say
they spend more money
due to the coronavirus,
but 63% of the women
surveyed said they are
more likely to spend less
money on travel while
66% of the men surveyed
said they are more likely
to spend less money on
entertainment events.

The survey reported
that 110 million Ameri-
cans have cancelled or
are planning to cancel
travel plans because of
the coronavirus. Some
credit card companies,
but far from all, are try-
ing to help. The survey
says 20% of credit card
companies now offer an
average of $4.4 thousand
in trip cancellation in-
surance. There is a catch.
The insurance applies
only if individuals are
quarantined by a physi-
cian. Being self-quaran-
tined does not count.

Finally, the survey in-
dicates that more Ameri-
cans are eating at home
these days as Americans
say they are now spend-
ing some 25% more on
groceries now as com-
pared to a year ago.

Veterans Administration
opens GOVID-19 vaccinations
to vets of all ages

SALEM, VIRGINIA
— The Salem Veterans
Administration  Health
Care System has opened
scheduling of COVID-19
vaccines to veterans of all
ages effective immedi-
ately.

The two-shot series
Moderna vaccination
will be given at the Sa-
lem Veterans Adminis-
tration Medical Center,
and the single-dose Jans-
sen vaccination will be
available at community-
based outpatient clinics
in Tazewell, Lynchburg,
Danville, Wytheville, and
Staunton.

“The Salem VA Health

Care System is excited to
be able to open vaccina-
tion appointments for all
of our enrolled Veteran
population,” said Dr. Jef-
frey Thompson, Chief of
Pharmacy at the Salem
VA Medical Center. “In-
dividuals are encouraged
to reach out to their pri-
mary care teams or call
our vaccination hotline
between 8 a.m. and 4
p.m. Monday through
Friday to schedule their

appointments.”
Thompson also said
that veterans who re-

ceived the first of a two-
dose vaccination at a
community hospital must

get their second dose at
the same location. He
encouraged veterans who
have been fully vaccinated
at community hospitals
to bring their vaccination
card with them to their
next VA appointment so
their medical records can
be updated.

To schedule a CO-
VID-19 vaccination
appointment,  veterans
should «call 540-982-
2463 and choose option
2.

Veterans can get the
latest information and
sign up to receive updates
on VAs COVID-19 vac-

cine webpage.
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Virginia’s frontline farmers are eligible for COVID-19 vaccine

The commonwealth’s
food and agriculture work-
ers and veterinarians are
now eligible to receive the
COVID-19 vaccine under
the Virginia Department of
Health COVID-19 Vaccine
Phase 1b. Every health dis-
trict in Virginia has moved
into Phase 1b, which means
these workers are eligible
regardless of their home
county.

“Our nadon’s food sup-
ply depends on farmers’ and
frondine agricultural work-
ers ability to work safely,”
said Ben Rowe, national af-
fairs coordinator for Virginia
Farm Bureau Federation.
“The work of planting, cul-
tivating, harvesting, packag-
ing and processing crops and
livestock cannot be conduct-
ed remotely or accomplished
without contact. Despite
swift implementation of
best practices and state and
federal guidance in the fields
and processing facilities, the
agricultural  workforce re-
mains at heightened risk of
infection, as do the frontline
critical-risk workers.”

“We have all seen the
significant toll that disrup-
tion of the agricultural
food supply chain places on
communities and families,”
Rowe said. “Ifs important
for them to get vaccinated as
soon as possible. We appreci-
ate that the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention
and the Commonwealth of
Virginia recognized the role
of the agricultural workforce
in public health and food se-
curity and prioritized them
for vaccine allocation in
Phase 1b.”

A mass vaccination clinic
targeting farmworkers in the
Blue Ridge Health District
was held in late February.
Currently, the Northern
Neck Soil and Water Con-
servation District has part-
nered with Virginia Coop-
erative Extension agents to
disseminate an online survey
to gauge interest in holding
vaccine clinics for farmers,
nursery workers, aquacultur-
alists and agribusiness work-
ers.

In Appomattox County,
extension agents helped or-

ganize vaccination clinics on
March 3 and March 10 for
area farmers.

The county’s extension
agents, Bonnie Tillotson
and Bruce Jones, said they
had 100 doses available
for the first clinic, but after
they contacted hundreds of
farmers, only 60 signed up.
“Then word of mouth took
over, and our phones were
ringing off the hook,” Tillot-
son said. There was a waiting
list for the second clinic.

“A lot of farmers are old-
er, so theyre already in the
high-risk bracket, and they
need to stay healthy to get
out in their fields and feed
their livestock and keep our
food supply going,” Tillot-
son said.

“Our farm is family-op-
erated, so if someone gets
ill from COVID, theres no
one to fill in,” said Lee Mc-
Clenny, who operates a beef
cattle farm in Pamplin with
her husband, Kenneth. The
couple received their first
vaccine at the March 10
clinic in Appomattox.

On the Eastern Shore

where some of the states
largest poultry processing
facilities are located, the Del-
marva Chicken Association
is encouraging its members
to get vaccinated.

“Farmers have stayed
steady throughout this pan-
demic as market disrup-
tions, quarantines and labor
shortages complicated their
day-to-day work producing
food for Americans and the
world,” said Holly Porter,
DCA’s executive director.
“Now that vaccine avail-
ability is reaching Virginia’s
farmers and their employees
as frontline essential work-
ers in Phase 1b, the promise
of getting back to normal is
very close, and that’s a relief.”

Rowe also said he’s opti-
mistic about the increased
availability of the vaccine,
especially in rural areas.

“Rural areas, home to
the largest percentage of
Virginias farmers and farm
workers, have borne a great-
er burden from the virus, in
part because they tend to
have older populations with
ahigh prevalence of underly-

ing medical conditions, and
they may lack nearby medi-
cal care or facilities,” Rowe

said. “We are glad to see
rural health districts work-

ing to provide greater access
to vaccination clinics within
close proximity to agricul-
tural operations and their
related processing facilites.”

Virginia’s farmers can’t work remotely. They must stay
in the field harvesting their crops and outdoors feeding
their livestock. They are now eligible for the COVID-19
vaccine in every health district in the state.

Fore! A unique partnership exists hetween
Virginia Tech and a Richmond golf course

A satisfying thwack and
a small, white ball vanishes
into the horizon. The ball
slowly drops into a hole after
a seemingly gravity-defying
moment. These are the mo-
ments that golfers live for,
and the moments that golf
superintendents and  their
crews work tirelessly to cre-
ate.

At Independence Golf
Club in Richmond, a
unique partnership  exists
between Virginia Tech’s Col-
lege of Agriculture and Life
Sciences researchers and
industry professionals that
helps make these memora-
ble moments on the putting
green. The unique agree-
ment allows research to be
conducted on an active golf
course with true feedback on
playing surface quality, a rar-
ity in the field.

A few years ago, research-
ers from Virginia Tech were
approached by Giff Breed,
owner of Independence Golf
Club that houses an 18-hole
championship course and a
9-hole par 3 course, about
using warm-season grasses
at the course instead of the
northern grasses typically
used in the region, making
work much easier for course
superintendents in the hot-
test months.

“Not a whole lot was
known about how these were
going to respond in this part
of the country,” said David
McCall, an assistant profes-
sor in the School of Plant
and Environmental Sciences
and member of the research
team. “Warm-season grasses
in varied climates were new
to everyone, and Giff was
curious about how it would
respond. It naturally evolved
into trying out as many dif-
ferent grasses as we possibly
could.”

The research started with
10 varieties of grass under
consideration for putting
greens and tees but has since
narrowed significantly with
ultradwarf bermuda grasses
as the primary turfgrass
studied because of how va-
rieties naturally rose to the
top. The bulk of the research
takes place on the par-3
course. The researchers work
closely with Golf Course
Superintendent Dan Taylor,
the Certified Golf Course
Superintendents Association
of America, and Breed.

Ultradwarf bermudagrass
is a warm-season turfgrass,
bred to be managed at very
low mowing heights, that
grows best in the heat of the
summer when golf rounds
in Virginia are at their peak.
While ultradwarf bermu-
dagrass can be managed
to provide excellent golf
putting greens in warmer
climates, it is a challenge
to keep alive through cold
winters. Creeping bentgrass,
which was previously used

at the course, flourishes in
northern climates under
moderate temperatures but
is difficult to maintain in
the heat and humidity typi-
cal of Richmond summers.
While creeping bent-
grass remains the norm
for most putting greens in
Virginia, Independence is
demonstrating  how well-
managed bermuda grass
putting greens can play firm
and fast during some of the
heaviest play periods, desir-
able traits amongst golfers.

The Virginia Tech re-
searchers have used a variety
of methods to keep ultrad-
warf bermuda grass alive in
the winter, which include
regular installation and re-
moval of blankets and plant
growth regulators, chemi-
cals that slow plant growth.

In Richmond’s climate,
the combination was suc-
cessful until a frigid winter
in 2018 when the team lost
some of the ultradwarf ber-
muda grass on both its re-
search course as well as the
championship course.

At Independence Golf Club in Richmond, a unique
partnership exists that allows Virginia Tech researchers
to conduct research on a live golf course. Pictured
ahove is research on the impact of mowing height on

grasses.

Program (TIP). The
amendment is to
modify funding for
Blacksburg Transit
and Radford Transit.

Government Center.

THE NRV MPO SEEKS PUBLIC
INPUT FOR TIP AMENDMENT

The New River Valley Metropolitan
Planning Organization (MPO) is amending
its 2021-24 Transportation Improvement

It is available for review at

the offices of the Towns of Blacksburg and
Christiansburg, the City of Radford, and the
Montgomery and Pulaski County offices. It
is also available on the MPO website:
www.montgomerycountyva.gov/mpo

Written comments for this amendment will
be received until 5:00 PM, April 13, 2021.

The public can also speak at the May 6,
2021 MPO Policy Board meeting at 2:00
PM at the Montgomery County

This public notice and opportunity to
comment on the TIP amendment meets the
program of projects requirements as
established by the FTA pursuant to

49 U.S.C. Section 5307(c).

The NRV MPO ensures nondiscrimination
and equal employment in all programs and
activities in accordance with Title VI and

Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. If you
need more information or special assistance
for persons with disabilities or limited English
proficiency, contact Dan Brugh at:
brughjd@montgomerycountyva.gov or
540-394-2145, TTY/TTD 711.

The use of warm-season
grasses could also benefit
smaller golf courses with
limited budgets that typi-
cally use native soil greens
without internal drainage.
Ultradwarf bermuda grass,
despite a less-than-stellar
perception, could be easier

for these golf courses to
maintain during the stress-
es of summer, providing
high-quality putting greens
while not requiring nearly
as much water and other
inputs as bentgrass greens
during warm months.

The work of Virginia

Tech researchers impacts
how golfers can approach
their game in the region.
When a golfer takes a putt
and watches it drop into the
hole, it won't just look like a
championship moment. It
will be on a championship-
caliber surface.

LIVE & ONLINE AUCTION

Saturday, March 27th at 10 AM

478 Acre Farm being sold in 6 Tracts
426 Dry Branch Road, Pembroke VA 24136

Tract # 1

Tract # 2

Tract#3

Tract#4

and trough.

Tract#5

Tract#6

simulcast with online bidding.

Floyd, VA 24091
(540) 745-2005
VaAuctionPro.com
Lic# 2907004059

102 S. Locust Street,

Incredible farm or recreational property in Pembroke VA! 478.75 +/- acres
offered in 6 tracts. Located within 30 minutes of Blacksburg VA and the New
River Valley. It is close to Mountain Lake Lodge, Cascades Falls Trailhead,
Jefferson National Forest and George Washington National Forest.

The property is being offered in 6 tracts with the opportunity for combinations.

67.906 +/- Acres - Mostly wooded land with beautiful building sites, views, and
road frontage. Close to public water & sewer.

28.288 +/- Acres - Open fields with views, fencing and a spring fed water trough.

190.467 +/- Acres - Older 2 Story farmhouse, pastureland, fencing, creek, spring
fed troughs, 2 ponds and farm buildings including a 9 stall Horse Barn.

55.668 +/- Acres - Open and wooded land with long range views. Spring and
Ram Hydraulic Pump are located on this property along with a spring reservoir

121.418 +/- Acres - Open and wooded land with fencing & views. Has an APCO
Easemeant, Powerline and a Mountain Valley Pipeline Easement going through
back portion of property. Auctioneer and Seller do not know if or when
construction will begin or how long it will last. There is a mountain spring,
spring reservoir, frost free spigot and water trough located on property.

15 +/- Acres - Open land with excellent building spots. This property would be
great to build a home on or creating your own hobby farm.

Preview Dates: Saturday March 13th @ 10 AM and
Saturday March 20th @10 AM

Terms and Conditions -10% Buyers Premium, 10k EMD per Tract, 45 day close, Sub-
ject to Seller confirmation. 6 Tracts will be offered individually and in combination. Refer
to Bidder Pack for complete Terms and Conditions. It is very important that interested bid-
ders fully and completely read and review all documents and maps in Bidder Pack. The
Bidder Pack has maps and documents that explain Spring and Water Rights, and the layout of Springs,
Waterlines, etc. Live Auction begins at 10 AM Saturday March 27th 2021 and will be

Download Maps, Auction Terms, Contracts & Disclosures for complete information.

Contact - Broker & Auctioneer, Matt Gallimore
at 540-239-2585 or email gallimore.matt@gmail.com
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Long before humans did it, animals in nature practiced
social distancing when one of their own was sick

Forager ants do it, vampire bats
do it, guppies do it, and mandirills
do it. Long before humans learned
about and started “social distanc-
ing due to COVID-19,” animals
in nature intuitively practiced social
distancing when one of their own
became sick.

In a new review published in Sci-
ence, Dana Hawley, a professor of
biological sciences in the Virginia
Tech College of Science and col-
leagues from the University of Texas
at Austin, University of Bristol,
University of Texas at San Antonio,
and University of Connecticut have
highlighted just a few of the many
non-human species that practice
social distancing as well as lessons
learned from their methods to stop
the spread of bacterial, viral, and
parasitic infections.

“Looking at non-human ani-
mals can tell us something about
what we have to do as a society to
make it such that individuals can
behave in ways when they are sick
that protect both themselves and
society as a whole,” said Hawley.

“Staying home and limiting in-
teractions with others is an intui-
tive behavioral response when we
feel sick and one that we see across

many types of animals in nature,”
Hawley said. “But humans often
suppress this instinct, at great po-
tential cost to ourselves and our
communities, because of pressures
to continue working or attending
classes even while sick.”

We all have had that experience
of feeling sick. We may feel lethar-
gic and just can't seem to muster the
energy to get out of bed or hang out
with friends. Although we may not
know it, we are practicing a form
of social distancing. Since we are
not actively trying to avoid people
and just rolling with the punches
of general malaise, Hawley and
co-authors refer to this as “passive
social distancing.” Of course, this
has been observed in non-human
species as well.

Vampire bats, who feed solely
on the blood of other animals, have
been well studied because they are
highly social, compared to their
fruit- and insect-eating bat relatives.
Since blood is not nutritional and
difficult to find most days, the bats
form strong social bonds by sharing
food and grooming or licking and
cleaning each other’s fur.

To learn more about their “sick-
ness behavior,” or how their behav-

ior changes in response to infection,
researchers injected the bats with a
small piece of cell membrane from
a gram-negative bacteria known as
lipopolysaccharide. The harmless
substance triggers an immune re-
sponse and their sickness behaviors,
such as decreased activity and de-
creased grooming without actually
exposing them to a pathogen.
“Passive social distancing in vam-
pire bats is a ‘byproduct’ of sickness
behavior,” said Sebastian Stock-
maier, who led the review while a
Ph.D. student at the University of
Texas at Austin where he is still af-
filiated. “For instance, sick vampire
bats might be more lethargic so that
they can divert energy to a costly
immune response. We have seen
that this lethargy reduces contact
with others and that sick vampire
bats groom each other less.”
Mandrills also exhibit grooming
behaviors in order to maintain their
social bonds as well as their hygiene.
However, these highly social pri-
mates are strategic about their social
distancing behaviors. Because their
grooming behaviors are important
to keep their standing in society,
they avoid contagious group mates,
while occasionally increasing their

risk of infection by continuing to
groom their infected close relatives.

On the other hand, many types
of ants practice a form of active so-
cial distancing. Over the course of
evolution, some ant species have
adapted to abandon their tight
knit-groups when they are feeling
sick. In these cases, the infected in-
dividual’s self-sacrifice is seen as an
act of public good to protect the rest
of the colony and carry forth the
genes that will keep the closely re-
lated colony thriving in the future.

But there are other cases where
the healthy animals go out of their
way to exclude sick members from
the group or by avoiding contact
with them altogether.

Bees are another group of social
insects whose main goal is to do ev-
erything for the greater good of the
hive and their queen. So when in-
fected bees are detected within the
hive, healthy bees have no choice
but to exclude the infected bees —
by aggressively kicking them out of
the hive.

In other species, the healthy in-
dividuals are the ones to leave the
group to protect themselves from
disease, but often at great cost. To
reduce their risk of catching or

transmitting a virus, healthy Carib-
bean spiny lobsters abandon their
den when they detect an infected
group member in it. Not only does
this result in the loss of protection
within the group and their den, but
they are also exposing themselves to
deadly predators in the open ocean.
But for them, it is worth this risk to
avoid a highly lethal virus.

“COVID-19 has really high-
lighted the many ways that we use
behavior to deal with disease,” said
Hawley. “I think that we have all
unconsciously used these types of
behaviors throughout our lives,
and it is only just now coming into
focus how important that these be-
haviors are in protecting ourselves
from getting sick.

As new mutants of the SARS-
Cov-2 virus arise, humans will
have to continue to wear masks to
protect themselves and others and
social distance. Unlike animals in
nature, humans have developed
technology like Zoom to create so-
cial connections and bridges while
they are physically distancing them-

selves from others.

— Written by
Kendall Daniels

ANGLICAN CATHOLIC

St. Peter the Apostle Anglican Church, 230
W. First St., Christiansburg, VA. Fr Peter
Geromel OHI Th.M., Vicar, Fr. Alex Darby,
“Associate”,  540-382-0432/540-270-9166.
Sundays: 8:00 am & 10:00 am Holy Eucharist
followed by Christian Education and refresh-
ments. Holy Communion most Thursdays at
12Noon, other Holy Days as announced. Tradi-
tional services use the 1928 Book of Common
Prayer and 1940 Hymnal. Handicapped acces-
sible. All are welcome. Come worship with us!
Website: www.stpetersacc.org. Follow us on
Facebook
St. Philip’s Anglican Church, 306 Progress
Street, NE, Blacksburg, Virginia 24060, (540)
552-1771, www.stphilipsblacksburg.org. Rev-
erend Fr. Wade Miller, Priest. Eucharist Sun-
days at 11am and Wednesday's at 12pm.
St. ThomasAnglican Church - located at 4910
Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Li-
turgical Lenten Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.
Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.sttofc.org for
midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E
on Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910).

BAPTIST
First Baptist Church on 3rd Ave., 215 Third
Ave. at the corner with Downey St. We are
committed to personal spiritual growth and
to providing leadership in community minis-
try. We celebrate the dignity and worth of al
persons, created in the image of God. Sunday
Bible Study Groups - 9:45, Sunday Worship -
11:00. Website: www.fbcradford.org, 540-639-
4419. Worship is broadcast live on JOY radio,
93.1 FM and 890 AM.
Trinity Community Church, 1505N. Franklin
Street, C'burg. John Altizer, Lead Pastor, Brian
Cockram, Associate Pastor, 382-8121. Worship
at 10:45 am., Outreach Ministries - 6:00p.m.
Wednesday, Growth Groups - 5:00p.m. Sun-
day, Youth and Children’s Ministry - 5:00p.m.
Sunday, www.trinitycburg.org

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Blacksburg Church of Christ, 315 Eakin
St., 552-1331. Sun. Bible Classes 9:30 am.,
Sun. Worship 10:30 am. & 6 p.m., Wed. Bible
classes, 7 p.m., Outreach Minister Curt Seright,
Community Minister Tom Gilliam.
Faith Christian Church of Christ, 305 3rd
Street, Christiansburg, David Rhudy, Minis-
ter, 382-4628, Sunday School 10 am; Worship
11 am; Evening Worship 6:30 pm; Wednesday
night Bible Study for Women and Men 6:30
pm. We welcome you to any and all of our ser-
vices.
CHURCH OF GOD
New Hope Church of God, 1404 Mud Pike
Rd., C'Burg. Rev. T. Michael Bond, pastor,
731-3178. Sun. School 10 am., Worship 10:50
am., 6 p.m. Thurs., 7:00 p.m.
West Radford Church of God, 1824 West
Main Street, Radford, VA 24141, Sunday
School- 10:00A.M. Morning Worship—
11:00A.M., Children's Church 11:00A.M.
Sunday Evening — 6:00P.M., Wednesday Night
— 7:00PM., Pastor Danny Newman, Church
Office — 540-639-6562 or 804- 921-0828.
CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
Christiansburg Church of the Brethren, 310
South Franklin Street. Pastor: Paul J. Stover Jr.
540-797-5015. Sunday School 10 am.; Morn-
ing Worship 11 am.; Bible Study 10:30 am.
Tuesdays. Website: www.christiansburgcob.
org. A loving family, fueled by the Holy Spirit,
grounded in God’s Word, and delivering Jesus
forgiveness and love to al people. Come as
you are... you are welcomed!
ECKANKAR

Eckankar, the Path of Spiritual Freedom,
is located at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA
24016. However, dueto COVID-19, the Light
& Sound Services and other ECK programs are

Montgomery County

WORSE

Avoiding the Mistakes

Read Judges 7:1 through 8:35

prostituted
Does the following scenario
point to any common details
in people’s lives?

Do people often pray hard and
study Scripture in order to seek
God's provision when strug-
gling financially? Do these
same people attend church
weekly and ask other believ-
ers to pray for their needs. As
their accounts increase to a
comfortable amount, do they
begin getting an early start
on their workdays to put in
more hours at the office. Do
they cut back on prayer and
Bible study.

Gideon made the gold into
an ephod, which he placed in
Ophrah, his town. All Israel

worshiping it there, and it be-
came a snare to Gideon and
his family (Judges 8:27).

Gideon, as a young and inex-
perienced warrior, was called
by God to engage a vast in-
vading army. Gideon'’s life had
been tough, and his circum-
stances forced him to draw
close to God. But, with the
enemy’s defeat and the rich
spoils of the battle, Gideon
misused his blessing.

Prayer Suggestion: When you
enjoy a season of success, pray
even harder that God will
keep you in a deep relation-
ship with himself.

Quicklook: Judges 8:22-27

themselves by

If your church is not listed and if you are interested,
call Randy Thompson at 540-389-9355
or email at advertise@ourvalley.org

currently available online through
Zoom. Visit www.eck-va.org for
program listings, www.meetup.
com/Roanoke-Spiritual-Experi-
ences-Group, or call 540-353-5365
and leave a message. We will re-
turn your call. Also visit www.
eckankar.org for more information
about how the teachings of Eckan-
kar lead you to spiritual freedom.
LUTHERAN
Luther Memorial Lutheran
Church ELCA, 600 Prices Fork
Rd, Blacksburg. Weekly Online
Worship at www.Imic.org. We area
Reconciling in Christ congregation
that welcomes and affirms all peo-
plejust asthey are. For information
on Bible studies and Wednesday
Vespers, email luthermemorial-
blacksburg@gmail.com, or contact
the church office, (540) 951-1000.
Rev. Monica Weber, pastor.
MULTI-CULTURAL
NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Christian Growth Center, 1850
Electic Way, Christiansburg, VA
24073 (beside Hubbell Lighting).
Sunday Worship: 9:30am Prayer,
10:00am Service *Nursery Avail-
able. Lead Pastor: Todd Hallinan.
Founding Pastor: Rob Sowell. Mis-
sion: Sow, Grow, & Go Sow Faith!
Grow in Righteousness! Go into all
the world in the authority of the be-
liever! 540-382-2908.

PENTECOSTAL HOLINESS
Merrimac Pentecostal Holiness
Church, Rev. Richard Hall (540)
552-7194.  pastorhall29@gmail.
com. Sunday School at 10 am. and
morning worship is 11 am. Eve-
ning service at 6 p.m. and Wednes-
day at 7 p.m.

Radford Worship Center, 1820
Second Street, Radford, 639-
6287, Our music is passionate,
our worship is real, and Pastor
Hal Adams brings relevant mes-
sages for everyone at any place
on their journey, Sunday Worship
Experience at 9:00 AM & 10:45
AM, Wednesday Family Night
at 7 PM, Children Ministry pro-
vided for all services, join us as
Love, Grow, Serve, find us on
facebook and Instagram

Walton Pentecostal Holiness
Church, 4003 Morning Glory
Rd., off Walton Rd. on Rt. 114.
731-1755. Lee Sarver, pastor.
Sun. School 9:30 a.m., Worship
10:30 am. & 6: p.m., Wed., 7
p.m.
UNITED METHODIST
Asbury  United Methodist
Church, 500 Stuart Street, Chris-
tiansburg. 540-382-0743. Rev.
Ryan Schaeffer. Sunday School,
10:15 am., Sunday Worship,
11:30 am., Wednesday Bible
Study 7pm, alternating month’s

with Schaeffer Memorial Bap-
tist Church, Senior Bible Study
Thursday, 10:30 am. All are wel-
come.
Central United Methodist
Church, 803 Wadsworth Street,
Radford. 639-3529. 8:30 am.
Sunday Services. 8:30am (inter-
preter provided); 9:45am Sunday
School (interpreter provided);
and 11:00a.m. Wednesday Bible
Study: 6:30p.m. Child care is
provided. www.centralmethodist-
church.com.
St. Paul United Method-
ist Church, 220 W. Main $t.,
C'Burg. Rev. Moonsup “Paul”
Song (540) 382-2410. Sunday
Worship 10 a.m., Sunday School 9
am. Live streaming Sunday Ser-
vice - www.twitch.tv/stpaulumc
Wesley Memorial United Meth-
odist Church, 350 Stafford
Drive, Christiansburg, VA 24073,
Sunday School 10am, Sunday
Worship Service 11am.
WESLEYAN
Christ Wesleyan Church, 525
Harkrader Street, C burg. Face-
book LIVE service Sundays at
9:00 AM., Public Worship service
at 11:00 AM. Sunday School for
adults - 10:00 AM. Pastor: Gale
Janofski 574-306-7682. Website:
christwesleyanchurch.org
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Bowen, Trent Calvin

Trent Calvin Bowen
(Papa), 90, of Blacksburg,
stepped into the Lord’s
presence without fanfare
early on March 16, 2021.

Having reached 90,
Trent was in good health
until recent years, but he
never stopped trying to “get
better.” He was preceded in
death by his parents, John
and Luella, and five broth-

ers and five sisters.

University ('52) with hon-
ors, and then he attended
law school, receiving his
law degree at Duke Uni-
versity in 1955. He was an
attorney with State Farm
Insurance for 35 years, fin-
ishing his career in Char-
lottesville, in 1992.

Trent was a kind, gentle,
mild-mannered man with
a dry sense of humor that
he used every single day

Trent married the love
of his life, Laurie, in 1952, shortly after
meeting her on a blind date. He is sur-
vived by Laurie and his three children:
Beth Howell (Wayne), Trish Snow (Sam),
and Rodney Bowen (Adair). He is also
survived by nine adored grandchildren
and five treasured great-grandchildren.

Trent was born on a family farm in
Shoals, N.C., on a cold December morn-
ing in 1930. On the morning he was
born, his father brought the family cow
into the house so his mother could milk
her during labor. The youngest of 11 chil-
dren and valedictorian of a high school
class of 13, Trent was the only one of the
family to attend college.

He played basketball for Wake For-
est along the way and remained active
and athletic much of his life. He espe-
cially enjoyed golf and snow skiing and
incorporated both into his love of travel
whenever possible. He and Laurie trav-
eled cross country multiple times, first in
a 1968 Volkswagen and later in their mo-
torhomes. Their motorhome adventures
included trips to Alaska, Australia, New
Zealand, and Europe.

Trent graduated from Wake Forest

of his life. He loved fam-
ily, friends, strangers and God and was
famous for his “projects” throughout his
life. One of Trent’s favorite quotes was “A
penny saved is a penny earned.”

Trent enjoyed teaching his children
and grandchildren all sorts of skills, from
mowing grass to painting to wood work-
ing. He was well versed in the art of liv-
ing frugally, but he was also well-known
for his generosity. Trent cared about those
who struggled, and he was ready to help
if his help was needed, working for years
with Habitat for Humanity. Trent loved
God and lived with the end in mind. He
lived well and he wanted to end well, and
he succeeded.

A celebration of Trent’s life will be held
today, Saturday March 20, 2021, at 11
a.m. at Blacksburg Baptist Church. The
family will receive friends following the
service, observing social distancing and
masking guidelines.

In keeping with his generous nature,
Trent donated his body to medical sci-
ence. In lieu of lowers, memorial tributes
in his honor can be sent to Blacksburg
Baptist Church or The Warm Hearth
Foundation.

Herzog, Janice Townsend

Janice Townsend Her-
z0g, 76, of Radford, passed
away peacefully Saturday,
March 13, 2021.

She was a longtime Rad-
ford resident and member
of Grove United Method-
ist Church.

Born and raised in New
Jersey, she graduated in
1966 from Albright Col-
lege in Reading, Penn.,
and retired from the Vir-

adored daughters Car-
rie (Chris) Frye and Amy
(Billy) Beard; grandchil-
dren Will and Jake Frye,
all of Charlotte, N.C.;
brothers James Townsend
of Seattle, Wash. and
John Townsend of Morris,
Conn.; and many other
relatives and dear friends.

A private family beach-
side service will be held at
a later date.

ginia-Maryland Regional
College of Veterinary Medicine in 2008.
She was a proud Hokie staff member,
parent and supporter.

Janice was preceded in death by
her parents, Dr. Leslie and Eleanor
Townsend; and a sister, Judy Kendall.

Survivors include her beloved husband
of 53 years, Frank Herzog of Radford;

In lieu of flowers, the
family requests donations be made to
the Glencoe Museum in Radford or the
Neuroendocrine Cancer Tumor Research
Foundation at netrf.org,

The Herzog family is in the care of
Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory
in Radford. www.mullinsfuneralhome.
com.

Send community

news and photos to

communitynews@ourvalley.org

Talbutt, Lou Ella Culler

Lou Ella Culler Talbutt,
81, of Blacksburg, died on
Saturday, March 13, 2021.

She was born on Nov. 6,
1939, in Pauick County,
Va., the only child of lov-
ing parents, the late Eugene
and Vergie Rakes Culler. She
was preceded in death by her
loving husband of 47 years,
Palmer C. Talbutt, Jr., and
is survived by a devoted son,

Scott C. Talbutt, of Chris-

journals, wrote a book with
two others, and served on
the National Ethical Com-
mittee for the American As-
sociation for Counseling and
Development.

During the last phase of
her career, she served as Su-
pervisor of Guidance and
Community Services for the
Roanoke City School system
and ended her career there as
Executive for Student Ser-

tiansburg. Palmer and Scott
were the center of her life while she enjoyed
an interesting and varied career in the field
of education.

Lou Ella received her undergraduate de-
gree from Longwood College in Farmville,
Va., a master’s degree from Ohio University,
in Athens, Ohio, and an Ed. D. from Vir-
ginia Tech.

She had a diverse career in public schools
and universities in Virginia. Her career began
as a secondary English and drama teacher
in Norfolk (now Chesapeake) County, and
then Roanoke City, and Roanoke County
where she enjoyed directing plays. At Rad-
ford College (now Radford University), she
served as Director of Housing and then As-
sociate Dean of Students.

She was the first Director of Information
for the state Occupational and Career Infor-
mation System, Virginia VIEW (Vital Infor-
mation for Education and Work), at Virginia
Tech. Her major area of research and publi-
cation dealt with “Legal and Ethical Issues in
counseling.” She wrote, published and edited

vices.

After retdrement, she did dramatic pre-
sentations, spoke at retirement events for
friends, and presented a number of pro-
grams on the “First Ladies” and other liter-
ary and historical figures. She was a member
of The Torch Club of Montgomery County
and the Virginia Tech Faculty Women’s club.

At Warm Hearth she was the first Presi-
dent of the Woods Edge Condominium As-
sociation. She enjoyed serving at Blacksburg
United Methodist Church and was on vari-
ous boards for the Roanoke District partici-
pating as President of the Roanoke District,
United Methodist Women. For eight years
she was on the Board of Trustees for Ferrum
College.

A memorial service will be held at a later
date due to COVID-19. In lieu of flowers,
contributions can be made to Blacksburg
United Methodist Church, PO. Box 931,
Blacksburg, Va. 24063 or Warm Hearth
Foundation, 2603 Warm Hearth Drive,
Blacksburg, Va. 24060. Arrangements by
McCoy Funeral Home.

Bland, Allen Brainered

Allen Brainered Bland,
68, of Christiansburg,
died, Monday, March 15,
2021.

He was born on March
28, 1952, to the late Har-
vey Lee and Virginia Ep-
perly Bland.

He was also preced-
ed in death by his wife,
Brenda Collins Bland;
brothers Fred Bland and
Edward Bland; and sisters

er Phillip Bland; special
niece Elicia Bland; aunt
Louise McGuire; and
cousin Fran Cecil.

Special thanks to the
Medical Care Unit at
Carilion New River Val-
ley Medical Center, espe-
cially Christin Smith, for
their care and compas-
sion during Mr. Bland’s
illness.

A graveside service

Linda Barker and Barbara
Spradlin.

Allen was a hard-working man who
provided for his family and loved his
children and grandchildren deeply.

He is survived by his daughters, Tina
East and Trish Bland; grandchildren
Ethan Slusser and Breanna East; broth-

was held on Wednesday,
March 17, 2021, at 2 p.m. at Den Hill
Cemetery with the Rev. Buford Link-
ous officiating.

In lieu of flowers, the family greatly
appreciates donations to help offset
medical expenses. Arrangements by
McCoy Funeral Home, Blacksburg.

Stewart, Edwin Mark

Edwin Mark Stewart,
65, passed away Monday,
March 15, 2021 at his
home in Radford.

He was preceded in death
by his parents, George and
Mary Ann Stewart.

Survivors include his wife
of 43 years, Kathy Stew-
art; sons Nathan (Lauren)
Stewart of Kenosha, Wis.,
Nicholas (Katie) Stewart of
Rockledge, Fla., and No-

relatives and friends.

The family received
friends on Wednesday,
March 17, 2021, at the
Compassion Church in
Radford followed by a cel-
ebration of Mark’s life with
Dr. Hal Adams officiating.

In lieu of flowers, the
family requests that con-
tribution be made to
the Duke Cancer Cen-
ter at hteps:/fwww.gifts.

lan (Brittany) Stewart of
Blacksburg; grandchildren Olivia, Noah,
Avery, Henry, Reid and Brynn; sisters
Karen Stewart and Teresa Wright, both of
Huntington Beach, Calif.; and many other

duke.edu/dci?technique_
code=CCCWBDNN.

The Stewart family is in the care of Mul-
lins Funeral Home & Crematory in Rad-
ford.

PUBLIC NOTICE
The contents of the
listed unit will be sold
at Public Auction
March 26, 2021
at 11am at
1st Security
Self Storage 5
Midway Plaza Dr.
Christiansburg, VA.
D12
1st Security reserves
the right to refuse
any bid. Terms:
CASH OR CREDIT
CARD AT SALE.

For Rent -Apartments

2,3,4BR

Townhouse Style
accepting applications.
Short waiting list, HUD
subsidized, W/D hookups,
private patio, water &
trash incl. Fairfax Village
Apts. 332 Fairfax St.,
Radford Cambridge
Square 1805 Whipple Dr.
NW Blacksburg 540-731-
1786 EHO TDD #800-828-
1120

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE

Unprinted end rolls of
newsprint. Great for

packing & shipping, moving
& storage and for art
projects. Various sizes
available. Stop by the
Salem Times-Register 1633
West Main St. or call
(540)389-9355 for details.

Help Wanted -

General

Part Time
Newspaper
Production Help
The Salem TimesRegister

has openings for
afternoon/evening shift
work inserting, labeling
and bundling newspapers
for delivery. No
experience necessary.
Hours may vary. Will train.
$7.50 per hour. Contact
Lynn Hurst, General
Manager, Salem-Times
Register (540)389-9355
or email
Ihurst@ourvalley.org

ADVERTISE!

Legals -
Montgomery

County

LEGAL NOTICE OF

PUBLIC HEARING

The Christiansburg
Planning Commission will
hold a Public Hearing on
Monday, March 29, 2021 at
7:00 PM in the Council
Chambers of the
Christiansburg Town Hall,
100 E. Main Street,
Christiansburg, Virginia
24073. The purpose of the
public hearing is to receive
public comments
concerning:

1. A Conditional Use Permit
request by Sareh
Ostadhosseinkhayyat
(applicant) for a Family Day
Home serving up to 12
children at property owned
by Helen Sedigh and
Mohammadreza
Ostadhosseinkhayyat
located at 1265 Flint Drive
S.E.,(tax map no. 529- 21 -
9) in the R-1, Single Family
Residential zoning district.
The property is designated
as Residential on the Future
Land Use Map of the 2013
Christiansburg
Comprehensive Plan.

Legals -
Montgomery
County

2. A rezoning request by
Gay and Neel, Inc.
(applicant) for an
approximately 43.4 acre
property owned by the
Montgomery County School
Board located at 100
Independence Boulevard,
N.W. (tax map no. 466-2-
11, 11A) and 1180 North
Franklin Street (tax map no.
466-A-14) in the |-2,
General Industrial and B-3,
General Business Zoning
Districts. The property is
currently split-zoned and the
applicant is requesting to
designate uniform zoning
and proffers over the
entirety of the property. The
two areas included are:

1. Rezone an approximately
25.6 acre portion of the
property located at 100
Independence Boulevard,
N.W. (tax map no. 466-2-
11, 11A) from -2, General
Industrial to B-3, General
Business with proffers.

2. Rezone an approximately
17.8 acre portion of the
property located at 100
Independence Boulevard,
N.W. (tax map no. 466-2-

Legals -
Montgomery

County

11, 11A) and 1180 North
Franklin Street (tax map no.
466-A-14) from B-3,
General Business to B-3,
General Business with
proffers.

The rezoned area includes
approximately .954 acres
(“CHS” bus loop parcel) (tax
map no. 466-2-11A)
recently approved to be
vacated and conveyed to
the Montgomery County
School Board by the Town
of Christiansburg. The
property is designated as
Business/Commercial on
the Future Land Use Map of
the 2013 Christiansburg
Comprehensive Plan.

3. A rezoning request by the
Trinity Community Church
Trustees (owner) at 1505 N.
Franklin Street (Tax Parcel
466 - ((A)) - 20A) from A,
Agriculture zoning district to
B-3, General Business
zoning district. The property
is designated as
Business/Commercial on
the Future Land Use Map of
the 2013 Christiansburg
Comprehensive Plan.

Legals -
Montgomery
County

Town Hall will be open and
available to receive public
comment in-person at the
time of this Public Hearing.
Additionally, the meeting will
be streamed live on the
Town of Christiansburg’s
YouTube channel at
www.christiansburg.org/
youtube and will remain on
the Town’s YouTube page
once the meeting
concludes. For information
on contactless methods for
submitting public comment,
please visit
www.christiansburg.org/
publichearings.

Copies of the applications
are available for review at
the following link:
www.christiansburg.org/
publichearings. A copy of
the applications, the Town’s
Zoning Map, Zoning
Ordinance, and Future Land
Use Map may be viewed in
the Planning Department
Office, 100 E. Main Street,
Christiansburg, VA 24073
during normal office hours
of 8:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday.
Contact Andrew Warren,
Assistant Town Manager,

Legals -
Montgomery

County

by phone at (540) 382-6120
ext. 1130 or by email at
awarren@christiansburg.
org with any questions or if
you require reasonable
accommodations.

Y
ol T AT

INTHE
CLASSIFEDS!

Toplace
your ad,
call 389-9355

N
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Radford wins again

Cormany, Kanipe on
coach’s all-state team

Two Radford High
School  boys  basketball
players have been hon-
ored by the Virginia High
School Coaches Associa-
tion. Cam Cormany has
been named to the Class
2 boys basketball all-state
team while teammate Alex
Kanipe was named to the
second team.

Union defeated Radford
en route to the state finals,
and the Class 2 player of the
year came from there. Brad-
ley Bunch was named play-
er of the year, while Union
Coach Zach Moore was
named coach of the year.

In Class 1, Auburn’s
Ethan Millirons was named
first team.

Hokies sweep
RU in softball

Playing their first game
at Tech Softball Park since
April 30, 2019, Virginia
Tech won two run-rule
games Wednesday over Rad-
ford, 11-1 and 9-1. Both
games ended after five in-
nings.

The No. 18/16 Hokies
(11-3, 7-3 ACC) once again
had their offense firing on
all cylinders, hitting eight
home runs in the two games.
Sophomore Kelsey Bennett,
fresh off her record-setting
three-homer  performance
Sunday;, hit a home run in
both games Wednesday, and
Kayleigh Addington hit her
first career home run in the
first game.

Tech also got great pitch-
ing from freshmen Ivy
Rosenberry (3-2) and Mack-
enzie Osborne (1- 0), who
threw complete games and
allowed just one earned run.
It was the first start of Os-
borne’s carcer after appear-
ing in three games in relief.

GAME 1

Tech struck early with a
two-run triple from Jayme
Bailey in the first inning that
scored Kelsey Brown and
Darby Trull. Bennett then
put the ball in play, which
allowed Bailey to score from
third and gave the Hokies a
3-0 lead after one.

The Hokies put up three
more runs in the second
with RBI doubles from
Brown and Trull. Then in
the third inning, Cana Davis
and Alexa Milius hit back-
to-back home runs to put
Tech up 8-0 after three in-
nings. The long ball worked
for the Hokies again in the
fourth inning as Bennett
and Addington went yard to
go up 11-0.

Meanwhile, Rosenberry

kept the Highlanders off
the board until they broke
through with a run in the
fifth inning. The freshman
closed out her third win of
the season by allowing just
five hits and the one run.

GAME 2

Again, the Hokies got on
the board in the first inning
off a Bailey RBI single and a
Bennett RBI double to take
a 3-0 lead. The Highland-
ers got a run back in the top
of the second with a solo
home run, the only run they
scored off Osborne.

Tech answered in the
bottom half of the second
with an RBI single from
Trull to right field, which
scored pinch runner Re-
becca Ludowig. The Hokies
then broke the game open
in the third with back-to-
back-to-back home runs by
Bailey, Bennett and Morgan
Overaitis.

Grace Chavez walked the
game off in the bottom of
the fifth inning with a bomb
to left field that ended the
game at 9-1.

GAME NOTES

Bennett hit her sixth and
seventh home runs of the
season Wednesday, tying her
total from last season in 25
games.

Bailey and Bennett both
had a team-high five RBIs
in the two games. The duo
is leading the team in RBIs
with 20 and 17 respectively.
They are the only Hokies
with double-digit RBIs.

The Hokies hit four
home runs in both games
Wednesday and have hit 16
homers in their last three
games.

Addington got her first
career hit with a solo home

run to left field.

Bohcat senior wide receiver Xavier Cobbs hauls in a
Radford’s Darius Wesley-Brubeck scores on a long touchdown pass in the second quarter. Cobb caught
run after stripping the ball away from a Giles running two passes for 38 yards. Radford is now 3-0 on the
back one minute into Monday’s 48-6 win.

season.

Radford senior quarterback Zane Rupe scores a rushing touchdown in the first quarter for the Bohcats’
second touchdown. Rupe finished with 70 yards on eight carries with two touchdowns.

Former major league scout
named River Turtles manager

Major League Baseball
veteran Clark Crist from
Phoenix, Ariz. has been
named the manager of the
Pulaski River Turtles.

Crist most recenty
served as a National Junior
College Cross Checker for
the Arizona Diamond-
backs, overseeing all ju-
nior college prospects na-
tionwide for the club from
2015 to 2020.

“T am very excited to
be a part of the inaugural
season of the new Appala-
chian League,” Crist said.
“It is an honor to be al-
lowed to work with these
young, talented college
players, and I am thankful
to Major League Baseball
and USA Baseball for giv-
ing me this opportunity.
My goal is to provide these
athletes an understanding
of the game while enhanc-
ing their abilides. I am
also looking forward to
working with the Pulaski

ownership and front office

and meeting the wonderful,
supportive fans of the River
Turtles.”

A native of Tucson, Ariz.,
Crist played collegiate base-
ball at the University of Ari-
zona where he was the start-
ing shortstop for the 1980
team that put together 19
late-inning comebacks en
route to the national cham-
pionship.

Cirist was drafted by the
Seattle Mariners in the 14th

round of the 1980 June
amateur draft and spent
four seasons in minor league
baseball, eventually serving
as a player-coach for the
Mariners’ Double A affiliate,
the Chattanooga Lookouts,
from 1982-1985.

Crists tenure in Major
League Baseball includes
scouting roles for the Hous-
ton Astros (1985-1992),
the Boston Red Sox (1992-
1994), the Cleveland Indi-

ans (1994-2995), the New
York Mets (1995-1997),
the St. Louis Cardinals
(1997-2006) and the Cin-
cinnati Reds (2006-2015).

He oversaw the signing
of many notable names
during his career as a scout,
including all-stars Kenny
Lofton and Albert Pujols,
Covelli “Coco” Crisp, Mike
Leake, Tommy Pham,
Chris Duncan and Amir
Garrett.

Learning not to control everything is key to VT’s Korbin Myers’s ACC championship

If Virginia Tech wrestler
and ACC champion Korbin
Myers has learned anything
during the past year, its the
benefit of accepting that he
can’t control everything,

“T've kind of realized that
sometimes in life, it just is
what it is,” said Myers, who is
the reigning ACC wrestling
champion in the 133-b.
weight class, a title he won
last month. “Tharts the big-
gest thing I've learned from
this year. You can only con-
trol what you can control,
and the more you worry
about factors outside of your
control, the worse off you're
going to be.”

Such a mindset helped
Myers to face the challenges
associated with the COV-
ID-19 pandemic and also the
challenges involved in recov-
ering from a neck injury that
sidelined him last year before
the season was cut short as
a pandemic precaution. In
overcoming both trials, the
Virginia Tech graduate stu-
dent not only won his first
ACC title, but went 8-0 in
the regular season, rose to a
No. 4 national ranking, and
was named the ACC’s Most
Outstanding Wrestler at the
conference tournament.

“When I think of the
most challenging thing about

wrestling, the first thing that
comes to mind is the mental
side of it,” said Myers, who is
set to earn a master’s degree
from the College of Agricul-
ture and Life Sciences with a
concentration in leadership
studies this summer. “It’s
something I've really focused
on this year, and this is the
best I've ever wrestled. Com-
ing off that [neck] injury,
most people don't have their
best year, so I just think un-
derstanding thr mental side
of it is huge and has given me
an edge.”

Slated as a No. 3 seed, My-
ers was one of eight members
of the third-ranked Hokies
wrestling team competing in
the NCAA National Cham-
pionships in St. Louis on
Thursday, March 18.

“There’s a significant dif-
ference in where he’s at right
now compared to where he
was in the past in terms of
his competitive mindset,”
said Tony Robie, VT’s head
wrestling coach. “He’s gotten
better as a wrestler, there’s no
question, but I think he’s al-
ways been a good wrestler. I
think the biggest change and
the biggest difference with
him is he’s really approaching
things with a different men-
tality. He's worked really hard
to put himself in a position

where he has extreme confi-
dence.”

Myerss  collegiate wres-
ding career began in Blacks-
burg, but not as a Hokie.
Following an excellent high
school wrestling career at
Boiling Springs High School
in  Pennsylvania, Myers
joined the Fighting Scots at
Edinboro  University. His
first match was in Cassell
Coliseum where he defeated
the Hokies' Dominic Latona
at 133 pounds.

“Its funny, my first dual
match was actually here,”
Myers said. “I remember
how nervous I was, and I
ended up wresding Dom
Latona, Sam’s [Latona] older
brother, and now Dom and I
are basically best friends.”

Sam Latona won the
125-pound title at the ACC
Championships last month
and is a No.-2 seed in the
NCAA National Champion-
ship bracket.

Following two very suc-
cessful seasons with Edin-
boro, a coaching change led
Myers to consider transfer-
ting to Virginia Tech.

“Long story short, I came
down to Tech and abso-
lutely love it,” Myers said.
“I remember walking out of
Coach Robie’s office, about
to get in the car, and my dad

telling me, ‘Korbin, I'm not
letting you not go to school
here. It’s too good to pass up.’
And ever since then, I havent
had one complaint about
anything here.”

Likewise, Hokie fans like-
ly haven't had much to com-
plain about from Myers’ first
days at Virginia Tech.

He went 20-10 during the
2018-19 season, placed third
at the ACC Championships,
and went 2-2 at the 2019
NCAA National Champion-
ships.

Robie, who also wrestled
at Edinboro University, said
hed been familiar with the
wrestler since Myerss high
school days and kept up with
his college career thanks to
a friendship with then-Ed-
inboro head wrestling coach
Tim Flynn. He believes the
combination of tremendous
athletic ability, commitment,
and passion had helped put
Myers in a position to have a
special season.

Myers credited much of
his success this season to the
relationships he’s developed
with the coaches and his
teammates and the overall
atmosphere of camaraderie
that can at times go unno-
ticed in the sport.

“On the mat, people
might see me as kind of dom-

Virginia Tech’s Korbin Myers (left) won his first ACC
title last month with a 3-1 decision over top seed
Micky Phillippi of Pittshurgh.

inating, but that’s not always
the case in practice. I get beat
in practice all the time and
always have close matches
with my teammates,” Myers
said. “It’s a huge part of the
sport. You have to have guys
who push you in the practice
room or youre not going to
be any better when the lights
are on.

“Basically what it means
is your teammates are your
greatest asset when you'e
trying to achieve a goal. You
have to be one and work as
a collective unit,” Myers said.
“Fortunately, my coaches
have recruited a stellar group
of guys. I've never been on a
team where [ felt this close
and connected to the guys
onit”

As he approached his next
challenge — fighting his way
to a national champion-

ship — Myers reflected on
his journey and whats he’s
learned along the way.

“Its funny. When I hurt
my neck, I'm not going to
say I was broken, but I was
getting burned out from the
sport. It just beats you up af-
ter a while,” he said. “I was so
depressed, like I'm not going
to be able wrestle any more.
And here I was able to have
not one, but two successful
surgeries, and two months
later, I was back on the mat
wrestling. Me getting hurt,
I think it was the best thing
for me.

“I started my career out
wrestling at Tech and my
last match is going to be as
a Hokie. It’s just so cool how
everything worked out,” My-
ers said.

— Whritten by
Travis Williams



www.ourvalley.org

News Messenger ¢ Saturday, March 20, 2021  Page 9

VT women pull of remarkable comeback
to grab seventh seed in NCAA Tournament

BLACKSBURG - In
January, Virginia Tech
held a 14-point lead over
the second-ranked team
in the nation in their
own building early in
the fourth quarter before
NC State was able to put
together a 30-14 run in
the final eight-plus min-
utes of the game to earn
an 89-87 victory.

The loss left the Hok-
ies at 7-7 overall and 2-7
in conference games,
their season apparently
in ruins.

But now with the
regular season and a re-
markable turnaround
behind them, they are
on their way to San An-
tonio, Texas, to take on
Marquette as the num-
ber-seven seed at noon
Sunday in the River
Walk Regional.

“When I look back
at January 24, and we
lost a two-point game
to NC State in a heart-
breaking fashion, and
you would’ve fast for-
warded and said in
March we're going to be
sitting pretty and have a
great opportunity to be
in the NCAA Tourna-
ment, I would’ve signed
up for that seven days in
the week,” Head Coach
Kenny Brooks said in
his office as he reflected
on the journey that the
2020-21 season has been
for his women’s team.

“To actually think
about that month and
a half that we went

through and how much
we grew up when we
very well could’ve folded
and we didn’t,” Brooks
said. Instead, “We con-
tinued to grow, and I
think that is going to
bode well for our atti-
tude and our mentality
for the future.”

Following that contest
in Raleigh, the Hokies
and Wolfpack matched
up again four days later
in Cassell Coliseum.
Tech once again held a
lead and State needed
a desperation heave by
reserve center Camille
Hobby to send the game
to overtime. In the mo-
ments following the
basket, according to
Brooks, the team faced a
choice. He told the hud-
dle prior to the start of
the extra session that ‘If
anyone thinks we’re not
going to win, leave, get
out.” The response was
overwhelming.

Tech scored an NCAA
record 26 points in the
extra five minutes, in-
cluding 18 from All-
Conference guard Aisha
Sheppard, who finished
with 28 in the game. The
Hokies walked off 83-71
winners and celebrated
the program’s first ever
win over an AP top-five
ranked team.

That game kick-start-
ed this team’s season
with a six-game winning
streak that made the
Hokies one of the hot-
test teams in the nation
at the end of the season.

“They were willing
to do anything to make
sure we had a season,”
Brooks said about his
team and the players
struggles to find normal-
ity amid the coronavirus
epidemic and the havoc
it wreaked with the sea-
son. “They don’t have
a normal life, this isnt
what you envision when
you think about college.
They go from the gym,
straight back to their
apartments, and see the
same four walls. It can
take a toll on you — from
a physical standpoint,
but also a mental stand-
point. But they've con-
tinued to truck on and
get up with a smile on
their face,” Brooks said.
“They’'ve done every-
thing they’ve had to do
to get to this point where
they can go compete for
a national champion-

ship. That goes to show

you a disciplined team
that’s willing to sacrifice,
and I think that’s why
they’re in the position
they’re in.”

The 2020-21  sea-
son was a special one
for the Hokies on the
floor as well, suiting
up a dynamic duo in
center Elizabeth Kitley
and Sheppard. “Both of
those young ladies are
very near and dear to
my heart,” Brooks said.
“They are special to me,
but also special to this
program.”

The pair finished sec-
ond and third in scoring
in the conference and
were both recognized
as First Team All-ACC
players, the first time
that two Hokies have
earned the honor in the
same season since join-
ing the league in 2004.

“Aisha Sheppard was
really the first kid that
I signed,” Brooks said
thinking back to his first
days in Blacksburg. “I
shared a vision with her
and she took a blind leap
of faith in understand-
ing what my vision was,
not only for her, but for
this program, and she
jumped on board.”

Sheppard scored 20
or more points in nine
contests this season, sec-
ond-most behind ACC
Player of the Year Dana
Evans, and like Evans,
she scored in double
figures in every regular
season contest prior to
playing the conference
tournament in Greens-
boro.

Sheppard  averaged
18.3 points per game
and hit 85 3-pointers,
breaking her own school
record for the most in
a single season. Her ca-
reer total of 304 ranks
first in Virginia Tech
history and is eighth all-
time for an ACC player.
Her 1,423 points is the
cighth-most by a Hokie.

“Elizabeth Kitley has
come in here and prov-
en she’s one of the best
players in the country
— especially at her posi-
tion,” Brooks said of his
6-5 sophomore center.
“She’s going to propel
your program, but she
does it in a fashion that’s
a coach’s dream. She’s a
tremendous player, has a
great work ethic and at-
titcude and is a phenom-
enal student-athlete.”

Kitley is a finalist for
the Lisa Leslie Award,
given annually to the top
center in the women’s
game at the collegiate
level. Late in the season,
she was the only player
in America to average 18
points, 11 rebounds, 2
blocks and 2 assists. Al-
though she finished just
south of that incredible
stat line, the Summer-
field, N.C., native did
tally an ACC-high 13
double-doubles.

She ranked in the
top five of the league
in  numerous catego-
ries including points,
rebounds, blocks, free
throws made and field
goal percentage. Kitley
was the only athlete in
the league to register
two games of 30 points
this season, and she also
recorded a 21-rebound
game against Wake For-
est, tying a program re-
cord.

“I think before it’s all
said and done Sheppard
will  probably gradu-
ate from Virginia Tech
as the most decorated
women’s basketball play-
er ever and she’ll hold
that mantle for two years
and then Liz will proba-
bly graduate as the most
decorated women’s bas-
ketball player in Virgin-
ia Tech history,” Brooks
predicted. “We're very
fortunate that we get to
witness both of them at
the same time, but as
great of basketball play-
ers as they are, and great

Sophomore center Elizabeth Kitley, the 2020 Freshman of the Year, and a finalist in 2021 for the Lisa Leslie
Award, which is presented annually to the best center in women’s college haskethall, leads the Hokies to Texas
for their first-round game Sunday against Marquette.

ambassadors that they
are for our program,
they are even better peo-
ple.”

Speaking  of  the
NCAA Tournament,
Brooks said. “For anyone
who hasn’t experienced
the NCAA Tournament,
it’s a treat. Being able to
go being at the highest
level, just the buzz sur-
rounding it, the profes-
sionalism that goes into

$ 0 DOWN

the tournament, its a
feeling that you'll never
forget.

“I'm hoping we will be
able to do something to
the point where we can
bring a little bit of San
Antonio back with us
memory-wise. But just
the fact of being able to
go, the accomplishment
of being able to go, the
hard work and the legacy
that is a part of going to
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the NCAA Tournament
will always follow these
young ladies. That in it-
self is going to be some-
thing that we are always
going to be proud of,”
the head Hokie said.

“'m proud of them
for being able to ac-
complish something like
that. I just hope we are
able to experience a little
bit of it other than sit-
ting at the hotel.”
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Or Get A Complete Tractor Package Deal:

A\ R4

BEVERAGE

TRACTOR

SALES | PARTS | SERVICE

© Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2021. *Based on EDA tractor sales data of under 20 horsepower models from 2009 to 2019.
$0 Down, 0% A.PR. financing for up to 60 months on purchases of new Kubota BX, B, LX and L series equipment from participating dealers'instock inventory is available to qualified purchasers through
Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Example: 60 monthly payments of $16.67 per $1,000 financed. Customer instant rebates of $500 are available on qualifying finance

or $1,000 on cash purchases of L3301 and L3901 equipment. Additional instant rebate of $500 is available with purchase of one new qualifying implement. Some exceptions apply. Offers expire 3/31/21.
Terms subject to change. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For complete
warranty, disclaimer, safety, incentive offer and product information, consult your Dealer or KubotaUSA.com.

Special Package Deal — Only from Beverage Tractor —

KUBOTA L2501DT Package Includes:

New Kubota 25hp Compact Tractor w/ 4WD and AG Tires
+ Front End Loader (x525) (included)

+ 2 Attachments: 5' Rear Cutter & 6' Rear Scraper Blade (included)
+ Load Up and Drive Away: 18 Foot Utility Trailer (included)

Total Package Price $24,000~

For complete warranty, safety and product information, consult your local Kubota dealer and the product operator's manual. Power (HP/KW) and other specifications are based on various standards or recommended practices.

Call: 540-908-3782

BeverageTractor.com

Blécksburg, Virginia
3809 South Main St.

and 2085 Stuarts Draft Hwy (Rt 340 S) « Stuarts Draft, VA

**Price is Cash Price with all discounts taken
Financing available, see dealer for details.
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