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Presenting the club’s Citizen of the Year award to Gavin Faulkner (center) 
are Blacksburg Rotary Club President Arthur Shaheen (left) and the club’s 
vocational committee chairman Tommy Loflin (right).

Blacksburg Rotary Club names Gavin 
Faulkner 2020 Citizen of the Year

Th e Rotary Club of Blacksburg 
awarded its 2020 Citizen of the 
Year Award to Gavin Faulkner of 
Blacksburg at its lunch meeting 

Th ursday at the Blacksburg Coun-
try Club.

After a mining engineering career 
at Virginia Tech, Faulkner focused 

The Virginia Tech Montgomery Executive Airport has been awarded $142,736.33 for improvements: the 
installation of additional security cameras and land acquisition for and ongoing work on the extension of 
airport runway 12-30.

VT Montgomery Executive Airport 
awarded money for three projects

Th e Virginia Aviation Board has 
awarded the Montgomery County 
Montgomery Executive Airport 
$142,736.33 for improvements at 
the airport.

Th e money is to be used to pur-
chase additional security cameras, 
to acquire land in what is dubbed 
phase three of the extension of air-
port runway 12-30, and for further 
construction work in phase two of 
the runway extension.

Th e award is one of 27 such 
awards distributed to airports across 

the commonwealth to fund 40 
projects designed to improve both 
the airports and the services they 
provide. Th e awards totaled $6.54 
million.

“Public-use airports in Virginia 
are vital to the success of any region’s 
economic development eff orts,” said 
Rod Hall, chairman of the Virginia 
Aviation Board. “Our investment in 
these 27 airports will only help the 
communities they serve.”

Mark Flynn, director of the Vir-
ginia Department of Aviation, said 

about the awards, “We had a terrifi c 
mix of small, medium and large 
improvement projects that went be-
fore the Board of Aviation. And the 
$6.54 million the board approved 
is one of the largest awards ever to 
support general aviation regional, 
community and local service air-
ports in Virginia.”

Aviation is a $23 billion econom-
ic engine that employs more than 
146,000 people and pays more than 
$7.7 billion in wages across the 66 
public-use airports in Virginia.

News Brief: Christiansburg’s 
Free Clinic receives 
$1.4+ million grant

Located at 215 Roa-
noke St., Christiansburg’s 
Free Clinic of the New 
River Valley is among 
26 community health 
centers in Virginia that 
will receive grants in 
April through the Ameri-
can Rescue Plan. Th e 
free clinic’s grant is for 
$1,492,000.

U.S. Senators Mark 
Warner and Tim Kaine 
made the announce-
ment of the grants total-
ing $79,907,625 from 
the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Ser-
vices

“For the past year, our 
community health centers 
have been on the front 
lines of providing care to 
our most vulnerable com-
munities during the CO-
VID-19 crisis,” said the 
senators. “Th anks to the 
congressional passage and 
eventual signing of the 
American Rescue Plan, we 
are now able to provide 
these critical federal dol-

lars so that our communi-
ty health centers can con-
tinue to provide lifesaving 
care to the folks who need 
it the most.”

Th e Free Clinic of the 
New River Valley is a non-
profi t 501(C)(3) organiza-
tion committed to provid-
ing quality healthcare and 
dental services to people 
who lack insurance and 
cannot aff ord health care. 
Th e clinic is accredited 
through the Virginia As-
sociation of Free Clinics.

Among the medical 
services the clinic off ers 
are primary care, specialty 
care, diagnostic testing, 
and hospital services. Th e 
clinic also off ers access to 
prescription medication 
through Th e Pharmacy 
Connection, diabetic 
supplies, and medication 
pickup. Th e clinic’s be-
havioral health program 
off ers counseling services, 
behavioral health consul-
tation, and psychiatric 
services.

Diane Akers to retire as 
president of Blacksburg 
Partnership

Diane Akers, president 
of the Blacksburg Partner-
ship, will retire from her 
role after almost 19 years 
at the helm. As its fi rst 
director, and later as presi-
dent, Akers helped launch 
the public private eco-
nomic development group 
in 2002.

Founded as a partner-
ship between the Town of 
Blacksburg, Virginia Tech, 
and the local business 
community, the partner-
ship and Akers have been a 
driving force in local eco-
nomic development and 
quality of life initiatives 
for almost two decades.

Helping to put Blacks-
burg on the regional events 
map, Akers developed ma-
jor signature gatherings 
such as wine tasting Fork 
and Cork, Brew Do for 
beer lovers, the Virginia 
Cheese Fest, Blacksburg 
Restaurant Week, and the 
Blacksburg Partnership 
Collaborative for the Arts.

Under Akers’s lead-
ership the partnership 
helped guide increased 
communications between 
local government, Virgin-
ia Tech, retailers and the 
larger business commu-
nity and non-profi ts.

She launched mer-
chants’ groups for South 
Main, North Main, and 
University Center Bou-
levard. Acting as the eco-
nomic development arm 
for the town, she devel-
oped the Step Into Blacks-
burg marketing initiative 
and associated ongoing 
business recruitment and 
retention programs.

Akers created and 
launched the whimsical 
Gobble de Art program 
in 2005, gaining public-
ity for Blacksburg. Along 
the way it also supported 
dozens of regional artists 
and added to Blacksburg’s 
distinctive fl avor and cul-
ture. More than 100 large 
Hokie birds were sold, and 
many grace homes and 
businesses throughout the 
region.

During her tenure, the 
Blacksburg Partnership 
has grown from 22 mem-
ber organizations to more 
than 70.

Akers, who plans to 
continue her volunteer 
work with local non-
profi ts, said, “Th e past 18 
years serving as president 
of the Blacksburg Partner-
ship have been the most 
rewarding of my 30+ year 
career. I am so proud of 
all we have accomplished 
as an organization and 
all that we have done 
together to further the 
economy and quality of 
life in Blacksburg and the 
region.”

Prior to working with 
the Blacksburg Partner-
ship, Akers ran her own 
consulting fi rm, ComBiz 
Solutions in Roanoke and 
worked for the City of Ro-
anoke, including Acting 
Assistant City Manager, 
Director of Economic De-
velopment, and Budget 
Administrator.

Th e Blacksburg Part-
nership has an active 
search underway for Ak-
ers’s replacement after she 
retires eff ective June 30.

Retiring on June 30, Diane Akers helped launch 
the Blacksburg Partnership, a private economic 
development group, in 2002.

Several members of the RU Highlander athletics teams helped collect 
donations during the 2021 Radford Gives Back canned food drive.

Radford Gives Back receives 
continued support despite pandemic

A determined group of the Rad-
ford University family kept the spir-
it of Radford Gives Back alive this 
spring semester.

Th e fi fth annual canned food 
drive that benefi ts Bobcat Back-
packs was scheduled for October 
2020, but the pandemic disrupted 
its plans. However, that didn’t stop 
the Radford Gives Back steering 
committee from coming up with a 
Plan B. With COVID-19 precau-
tions and the safety of the campus 
community in mind, the group of 

11 campus representatives, includ-
ing Radford University Carilion 
(RUC), came up with a revised 
Radford Gives Back strategy.

Historically, the food drive is held 
over a two-day period during which 
students, faculty and staff  drop off  
donated goods at the Student Recre-
ation and Wellness Center. Th e event 
culminates with a special celebration 
where hundreds of volunteers pack 
bags with the donated items.

Th is year, donations were accept-
ed for Bobcat Backpacks during 

drive-thru collection events held in 
campus Lot Z. At RUC, donations 
were collected for the Roanoke Area 
Ministries (RAM) House.

In total, 2,606 items were col-
lected for Bobcat Backpacks and 
1,048 items for RAM.

On behalf of the steering com-
mittee, Teresa Dickens, assistant di-
rector of the Center for Career and 
Talent Development, thanked the 
Radford family for continuing to 
support this important eff ort, one 
that has become a tradition of “put-
ting others fi rst.”

“We are incredibly proud of the 
entire campus community for their 
commitment to serving our local 
communities,” Dickens said. “We 
are especially grateful for President 
and First Lady Hemphill, who 
helped us establish the inaugural 
Radford Gives Back in 2016. We 
look forward to continuing this tra-
dition, one that means so much to 
families in the New River and Roa-
noke valleys, for years to come.”

In addition to Dickens, the 
members of the Radford Gives 
Back Steering Committee are Jes-
sica Twiest, Lee Stewart, Kimberly 
Aspelmeier, Stephanie Bradley, Bri-
gitte Contreras (student), Jane Fish-
er, Tricia Smith, Jenny Riff e, Alix 
Guynn, Elizabeth Costa (RUC) 
and Elizabeth Craft.

-- Mary Hardbarger

on his business, Rowan Mountain 
Inc., a printing and mailing service.

Living the Rotary motto of Ser-
vice above Self, Faulkner’s real pas-
sion, however, is his many com-
munity activities. He is involved 
with the Blacksburg Presbyterian 
Church and with the Boy Scouts. 
He is an active member of the Mt 
Tabor Ruritan Club, currently serv-
ing as their president for the fourth 
time. For the last 30 years, he has 
organized the Blacksburg Fourth 
of July parade by both dealing with 
traffi  c and creating a staging area 
where he lined up groups, fl oats, 
and musicians.

In addition to the award, the 
Blacksburg Rotary Club donated 
$500 to the Mt. Tabor Ruritan 
Club in Faulkner’s honor. He said 
the Ruritans will use the money for 
their scholarship fund.

Th e Blacksburg Rotary Club 
has presented a Citizen of the Year 
award for 31 years.



Page 2 • Wednesday, March 31, 2021 • News Messenger www.ourvalley.org

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING CONCERNING SOLID WASTE AND REFUSE DISPOSAL 
SERVICE RATES, FEES AND CHARGES TO BE IMPOSED BY THE MONTGOMERY 

REGIONAL SOLID WASTE AUTHORITY

 Notice is hereby given of a public hearing to be held on April 15, 2021 at 1:30 pm at the Montgomery Re-
gional Solid Waste Authority, 555 Authority Drive, Christiansburg, VA  24073 concerning MRSWA’s proposed 
rates, fees and charges for solid waste and refuse disposal services. Such proposed rates, fees and charges 
are as follows:

SOLID WASTE SERVICES

Clean brush, wood & pallets $52.00 per ton ($2.60 minimum charge up to 100 lbs.)
Construction waste $43.00 per ton ($2.15 minimum charge up to 100 lbs.)
Dead animals $61.00 per ton ($3.05 minimum charge up to 100 lbs.)
Industrial waste $43.00 per ton ($2.15 minimum charge up to 100 lbs.)
Leaves $61.00 per ton ($3.05 minimum charge up to 100 lbs.)
Municipal solid waste – jurisdictional $61.00 per ton ($3.05 minimum charge up to 100 lbs.)
Municipal solid waste - commercial $40.00 per ton ($2.00 minimum charge up to 100 lbs.)
Sludge $61.00 per ton ($3.05 minimum charge up to 100 lbs.)
White goods/appliances – contain freon $16.00 per unit freon surcharge 
Alternate daily cover direct haul material Contact NRRA
Direct Haul – non friable asbestos Contact NRRA
Mulch sold to public $20.00 per ton
Untarped/unsecured loads $10.00 per load (in addition to the per ton material fee)

Member clean-up events $61.00 per ton

Special waste: Must be of a type allowed by law and acceptable to the Montgomery Regional Solid Waste 
Authority. Rate charged will be a rate set by the New River Resource Authority plus cost of transportation 
and handling.

RECYCLING SERVICES

Tires   $0.18 per pound ($3.60 minimum charge up to 20 pounds)

Single Stream recycling processing fee:  $62.00 per ton charge for loads of single stream recyclables unless 
contaminated and rejected then the processing fee is $67.00 per ton.

All interested persons will be given an opportunity to be heard at the public hearing, but due to the state of 
emergency and COVID-19 pandemic, MRSWA’s Board of Directors may impose certain requirements govern-
ing the format and conduct of the public hearing. Persons wishing to make comments are strongly encour-
aged to make written comments in advance of the hearing by email or mail. Those wishing to make written 
comments or seeking more information may contact Kim Stafford, Administrative Coordinator, 555 Author-
ity Drive, PO Box 2130, Christiansburg, VA 24068 (telephone 540-381-2820 and email address of kstafford@
mrswa.com).

March 31:

Keep Virginia Beauti-
ful Annual “Shiver” Fund-
raising Event - Keep Vir-
ginia Beautiful (KVB) 
has opened registration 
for Shiver in Virginia, 
a reimagined version of 
its annual Shiver in the 
River festival that has 
been KVB’s largest annual 
fundraiser since 2015.Th is 
year’s initiative is designed 
to be COVID-safe and 
give people more choice 
in how they can contrib-
ute to the beautifi cation of 
their communities. Shiver 
in Virginia runs through 
today, March 31. Partici-
pants engage in activities 
including litter cleanups, 
recycling, trail cleaning, 
graffi  ti removal and other 
good deeds. For a donation 
of $20.21, participants 
will receive a free Virginia 
State Parks parking pass, 
with no expiration date. 
Participants will also have 
access to the KVB Mission 
Challenge website, where 
they can map the collec-
tive progress on the 2,021 
mile path across the state.

Virginia Tech Parking 
Survey - Virginia Tech has 
released a 2021 parking 
survey. All those who uti-
lize parking and transpor-
tation in and around the 
Virginia Tech Blacksburg 
campus are invited to par-
ticipate, including visitors 

and Blacksburg residents. 
Th e survey will close to-
day, March 31, 2021, at 
5 p.m. All responses will 
remain anonymous and 
will be analyzed at the ag-
gregate level. Th e survey 
should take fewer than 15 
minutes to complete. To 
take the survey, visit

https://vtnews.vt.edu/
notices/adm-evergreens/
Transpo-parkingsurvey.
html.

Teen Book Club: virtual 
- 4 p.m. at the Montgom-
ery Floyd Regional Li-
brary/Blacksburg Library. 
Each month the Teen 
Book Club discusses the 
fi rst book in a series.  To 
be discussed this month is 
"Th e Fifth Wave" by Rich-
ard Yancey. For more in-
formation, to get the link 
for the virtual meeting, 
and to join the book raffl  e 
for the fi rst three books, 
email bford@mfrl.org or 
call 540-552-8246.

 
Peep Science - 1 p.m. at 

the Montgomery Floyd 
Regional Library/Blacks-
burg Library online. 
Watch as the librarians 
experiment and learn from 
marshmallow peeps.

Th ursday, April 1:

One Good Mama Bone 
Book Club - Bren McClain, 
author of "One Good 
Mama Bone,” will be visit-

ing library patrons virtually 
in April. In preparation for 
her author talk, the Rad-
ford Public Library will be 
hosting a book discussion. 
Join the meeting on Th urs-
day, April 1 at 6:30 p.m. 
To join in, use the meeting 
ID 810 1631 3691 and the 
passcode 570599.

American Legion Meet-
ing - Th e American Le-
gion, Harvey-Howe-
Carper Post 30 will meet 
at 7 p.m. at the VFW Post 
Home on 102 Watts St. in 
Radford. For further in-
formation, call 250-2283 
or 239-9864.

Sunday, April 4:

First Missionary Baptist 
to reopen for Easter - First 
Missionary Baptist Church, 
7318 Manns Drive in Rad-
ford and its pastor, the Rev. 
Richard A. Goodman, Sr., 
announce the church will 
reopen its doors for 11 a.m. 
Easter Sunday services. Cel-
ebrate resurrection Sunday 
with the church, but please 
wear a mask and practice 
social distancing. 

Th ursday, April 8:

Virtual Author Talk with 
Ron Peterson, Jr. - Th e Rad-
ford Public Library will 
present bestselling author 
Ron Peterson, Jr., at 7 p.m. 
for a virtual discussion of 
his new novel, “Chasing 

UPCOMING EVENTS
the Squirrel: Th e Pursuit of 
Notorious Drug Smuggler 
Wally Th rasher." Joining 
Ron will be Wally Th rash-
er’s son, Montana Th rash-
er. “Chasing the Squirrel” 
is the true story of Pulaski 
native Wally Th rasher, 
whose investigation led to 
the biggest drug bust in 
Mid-Atlantic United States 
history in 1986. 

Tuesday, April 13:

Sons of Confederate Vet-
erans meeting - Th e Sons 
of Confederate Veterans, 
Stuart-Horse-Artil lery 
Camp 1784 will meet at 7 
p.m. at Aly's Italian Fam-
ily Restaurant at 3204 
Riner Rd. Jonathan Mc-
Peak will give a talk on the 
"History of the Virginia 
45th Infantry Regiment". 
Members of the United 
Daughters of the Confed-
eracy are also invited to at-
tend. For further informa-
tion, please call 320-4315 
or 239-9864.

Wednesday, April 14; 
April 28, May 12, 

May 26

Hahn Horticulture Gar-
den Virtual Road Trip - 
Th e second stop on this 
fi ve-stop virtual road trip 
via Zoom to gardens and 
arboretums is Wednesday, 
April 14, at 2 p.m. at the 
Lady Bird Johnson Wild-
fl ower Center with Tanya 
Zastrow. After that, the 
tour heads to the Lewis 
Ginter Botanical Garden 
with VT alumnus Brian 

Trader on April 28 at 3:30 
p.m., the Wisconsin Arbo-
retum with VT alumnus 
David Stevens on May 12 
at 2 p.m., and Lotusland 
with Paul Mills and Rebec-
ca Anderson on May 26 at 
2 p.m.. Register online for 
these talks and a zoom link 
will be provided:

https://virginiatech.
qualtrics.com/jfe/form/
SV_cumxRA4Mec96guy. 

Ongoing:
Th rough Monday, 

April 5:

Hahn Horticulture 
Garden Spring Plant Sale 
- Th e 2021 spring plant 
sale, a joint fundraising 
event between the Hahn 
Horticulture Garden and 
the Virginia Tech Hor-
ticulture Club, is online 
this year due to COVID 
limitations on gatherings. 
Th e sale site link is http://
springplantsaleatvt.com-
pany.site. Ordering will 
close on April 5 at 5 p.m. 
Plant pick-up days will be 
April 22, 23, and 24. A 
lot of great plants are on 
the list, but quantities are 
limited, so ordering early 
is advised.

Th rough Th ursday, 
April 15:

"ART GAWK: Selections 
from the Radford Univer-
sity Permanent Collection" 
- Th e exhibition is a se-
lection of 111 works that 
range widely in media, 
artistic styles, and histori-
cal periods. Th e hours of 

the exhibition are Monday 
through Friday from 10 
a.m. until 5 p.m. and Sat-
urday from noon through 
4 p.m. at the Art Museum 
at the Covington Center.

Th rough Saturday, 
April 24:

'Unbearable Beauty' Ex-
hibit at Moss Arts Center 
- Th e exhibit is open each 
Wednesday from 10 a.m. 
until 5 p.m. and on Sat-
urdays from 10 a.m. until 
4 p.m. through Saturday, 
April 24. Th e exhibit is a 
demonstration of the dev-
astation human activity has 
wreaked on the environ-
ment. Th e exhibit is free 
and open to the public.

Tuesday, April 27; 
Tuesday, May 4

Radford Library Zooms 
with Ron Peterson, Jr., - 
Th e Radford Public Li-
brary will again host Ron 
Peterson Jr. for a Radford 
Reads author talk. Th is 
time, he'll be discussing 
another person of local 
interest in his new book, 
"Chasing the Squirrel: Th e 
Pursuit of Notorious Drug 
Smuggler Wally Th rash-
er." Pulaski native Wally 
Th rasher was recently pro-
fi led on "America's Most 
Wanted" as US Marshals 
chased leads in his pursuit. 
Th e book discussion is at 
6:30 p.m.

Th e Radford Public Li-
brary will also host a Meet 
the Author session on Zoom 
on May 4 at 6:30 p.m.

Left to right: Town of Blacksburg Police Lt. Josh Teubert, Retired Senior Volunteer 
Program (RSVP) Coordinator Mandy Hayes, and Warm Hearth Village Marketing 
Consultant Ellen Rorrer.

Warm Hearth Village and Retired Senior 
Volunteer Program send books to vets and troops

of Montgomery County 
and the City of Radford 
have shipped 223 books 
to American troops serv-
ing in countries all over 
the world and to veterans 
and military families in 
the U.S.

When Ellen Rorrer, 
Warm Hearth Village’s 
marketing consultant, 
learned about Operation 
Paperback, she teamed 
with Mandy Hayes, the 
coordinator and direc-
tor of the local chapter of 
RSVP, to collect books.

Th e village and RSVP 
have had a long-term 
partnership, and Hayes 
said as soon as she heard 
about the project she 
knew it was “win-win. 
Th is perfectly aligns with 
our goals because we fo-
cus on veterans and active 
military.”

As is the case for all 
collection sites, Warm 
Hearth Village has a drop 
box and is responsible for 
shipping, the only cost for 
the project. Hayes said 
their building is closed 
due to the pandemic so 
WHV’s drop box is out-
side.

“We have collected 153 
books since January 1,” 
Hayes said. “If we were 
open, doing our normal 
activities with volunteers 
coming in and out of the 
building, I think we’d col-
lect triple what we have so 
far.” Warm Hearth Village 
has collected 325 books to 
date, according to Hayes.

Rorrer said Warm 
Hearth Village also looks 
for ways to support state-
side veterans.

“We thought this was a 
great program for WHV 

staff  and residents to col-
laborate with community 
organizations and volun-
teers. We value our rela-
tionship with RSVP, and 
this project was a natural 
fi t. So far we have shipped 
223 books gathered from 
Warm Hearth Village res-
idents, staff  and commu-
nity supporters,” Hayes 
said

 Just this month, part-
nerships with the Blacks-
burg, Christiansburg, and 
Radford Police depart-
ments; the Montgomery 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce; 
Radford University; and 
Lambda Alpha Epsilon 
(LAE), the American 
Criminal Justice Asso-
ciation Fraternity were 
formed to gather dona-
tions. Th ese partners have 
members who have served 
in the military or who are 
just beginning their ca-
reers and want to show 
support.

One book recipient 
wrote, “I just received my 
fi rst box while recover-
ing from another surgery 
and reading a book a day. 
Th is has been a real gift, 
especially for someone 
who doesn’t like TV or 
technology. Th ank you 
for your dedication and 
kindness.” 

Paperback book dona-
tions can be made at the 
village center at Warm 
Hearth Village, 2387 
Warm Hearth Drive, 
Blacksburg and the RSVP 
offi  ce drop box at 10 Pep-
per St SE, Christiansburg.

If you are a veteran or 
would like to enroll a US 
Military base, go to www.
Operationpaperback.org 
to sign up.

BLACKSBURG -- 
Th rough Operation Paper-
back, a national, nonprofi t 
organization of volunteers, 
Warm Hearth Village and 
the Retired Senior Vol-
unteer Program (RSVP) 
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4-Unit apartment building that has been recently remodeled and updated. 
The .191 acre property has been well maintained and is beautifully land-
scaped. There are parking spaces in front of apartments 1 & 2 as well as a 
large, paved lot behind the building. Each unit has laminate and carpet 
flooring and laundry hookups along with an electric range, refrigerator and 
dishwasher. Located in Downtown Christiansburg.  Each unit is currently 
rented. Purchaser shall honor current annual lease until expiration. Contact 
auction company for rent roll.
 

Preview Date  -  Saturday March 27 @ 2 PM
Terms – 10% Buyer’s Premium, $10,000. Earnest Money Deposit, Closing in 
45 Days. Subject to seller confirmation.  Property sold as is where is any and 
all faults. Buyer is expected to complete their own due diligence. Property 
is being sold by Online Only Auction with a SOFT CLOSE. Please note that 
during the last two minutes of bidding, if a new bid is placed, the clock is au-
tomatically extended an additional two minutes. Auction ends once bidding 
ends. Download Bidder Information Pack for complete details.

Contact – Broker & Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at 540-239-2585 or 
email gallimore.matt@gmail.com ; You can also contact 

Levi Cox Realtor at 540-230-7162 or email levicox87@gmail.com

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
Ends Thursday, April 8th at 4 PM

Income Producing Rental Property for Sale in Christiansburg VA!
104 Evans St. Christiansburg VA 24073

Bid Online Now at VAAuctionPro.com

102 S. Locust Street, 
Floyd, VA  24091
(540) 745-2005

VaAuctionPro.com
Lic# 2907004059

Apartment 1 – 2 BR, 1 BA on the upper/street level and has a 
                               parking space in front.
Apartment 2 – 2 BR, 1 BA on the upper/street level and has a 
                               parking space in front.
Apartment 3 – 2 BR, 1 BA on the lower level.
Apartment 4 – 1 BR, 1 BA on the lower level.

FISH DAY

DELIVERY WILL BE:
Thursday, April 15

Christiansburg 1:30-2:15
@Southern States

Wytheville 3:15-4:00
@Farmers Milling & Supply

“LIKE” us on Facebook!

FISH 
WAGON

To Place an Order Call:
1-800-643-8439

sh agon com

It’s Time to 
Stock Your Pond!

International Week kicks off YMCA at VT’s 
first annual Y Spring Expo through April 25

The first annual Y 
Spring Expo, sponsored 
by the YMCA at Vir-
ginia Tech, kicked off 
Thursday, March 25, 
with Y International 
Week, which began a 
month-long celebration 
of the international pro-
grams provided by the Y.

The main purpose 
of the spring expo is to 
showcase the many and 
varied programs provid-
ed to the community by 
the YMCA at Virginia 
Tech and to feature the 
excellent child-friendly 
programs from Virginia 
Tech, local businesses, 
and the community. 
The event will feature a 
virtual craft market of-
fering a wide variety of 
unique handmade items.

The expo will feature 
a month of family fun-
filled virtual activities. 
Shopping with juried 
artisans and local busi-
nesses will run through-
out the event.

Donations can be 
made to support the 
YMCA at Virginia Tech’s 
community programs 
such as its Meals on 
Main from the Y’s web-
site at http://vtymca.
org/ or by sending a 
check to YMCA at VT, 
403 Washington St. SW, 
Blacksburg, VA 24060.

The kickoff week, 
International Week, 
featured International 
Restaurant Week and 
continues through to-
morrow, April 1. In-
ternational Restaurant 
Week featured flavors 
from a variety of cultures 
with participation from 
Cabo Fish Taco, Café 
de Bangkok, Cafe Me-
kong, Ceritano's, Chi-
nese Kitchen, Gaucho 
Brazilian, India Garden, 
Luci Monroe's, MixMix 
Korea, Next Door Bake 
Shop, and Zeppolli's.

The celebration then 
continues through 
April with Healthy 

Lifestyles Week from 
April 2 through April 
9; Healthy Kids Week 
April 10 through April 
17, a highlight of which 
is a virtual fun run; and 
Environmental Steward-
ship Week from April 18 
through April 25.

International Week 
was packed full of vir-
tual activities including 
interactive livestream 
cooking lessons, yoga 
classes, panel discus-
sions, and movie chats, 
all led by members of 
the Y’s International 
Women's Group and 
its VT student program 
leaders. This past Sun-
day at 4 p.m. a virtual 
webinar acknowledged 
and recognized the ac-
complishments of three 
international women 
who have leadership 
roles in Montgomery 
County. The leaders cel-
ebrated were Agida G. 
Manizade, a professor 
in the Department of 

Mathematics and Statis-
tics at Radford Universi-
ty; Gunin Kiran, a mem-
ber of the Montgomery 
County School Board; 

and Pie Charoensombut-
amorn, an entrepreneur 
co-owner of Next Door 
Bake Shop and Cafe de 
Bangkok.

Author Valeria Luiselli’s writings explore stories of 
children and immigration.

Moss Arts Center’s ‘Homestage’ series presents acclaimed 
Mexican-born author Valeria Luiselli Tuesday at 7:30 p.m.

Series, the virtual event 
features a reading from the 
author, along with an inter-
view moderated by Carmen 
Giménez Smith, Virginia 
Tech professor of English 
and 2019 Guggenheim 
fellow, and a question-and-
answer session with the au-
dience.

In addition to the April 
6 event, Luiselli will lead 
a virtual discussion with 
students, faculty, and staff  
from Virginia Tech’s De-
partment of English, shar-
ing insights into her myriad 
approaches to writing.

Ticket holders have ac-
cess to this “HomeStage” 
series event as it happens 
and for seven days after-
wards. Th e event is part 
of the Moss Arts Center’s 
2020-21 season theme, 
"Flight and Refuge.”

Luiselli’s recent works 

synthesize her experiences 
as a court interpreter for 
unaccompanied child mi-
grants caught in the laby-
rinth of U.S. immigration 
policy. Th ese experiences 
fi gure prominently in her 
latest novel, “Lost Children 
Archive.”

Born in Mexico City 
and growing up in South 
Korea, South Africa, and 
India, Luiselli writes with 
dry humor and deftly con-
trolled prose in both Span-
ish and English, often wres-
tling with the complexity of 
translation while drawing 
from an unusually broad 
range of Latin American, 
American, and European 
literary traditions..

In her nonfi ction work, 
“Tell Me How It Ends: An 
Essay in Forty Questions” 
(2017), Luiselli demon-
strates the impossibility of 

giving coherent, narrative 
form to the harrowing and 
fragmented statements that 
immigration intake ques-
tionnaires elicit from chil-
dren facing deportation.

Named a New York 
Times 2019 “Top 10 Book 
of the Year,” “Lost Children 
Archive” provides a fi ction-
alized account of her own 
family’s road trip from New 
York to the U.S.-Mexico 
borderlands with stories of 
the unfolding Central 
American migration crisis 
nested into the narrative.

She is the winner of 
two Los Angeles Times 
Book Prizes, the Carnegie 
Medal, and an American 
Book Award, and has been 
nominated for the National 
Book Critics Circle Award, 
the Kirkus Prize, and the 
Booker Prize.

She has been a National 

Book Foundation “5 under 
35” honoree and the recipi-
ent of a Bearing Witness 
Fellowship from the Art 
for Justice Fund. Her work 
has appeared in the New 
York Times, Granta, and 
McSweeney's, among other 
publications, and has been 
translated into more than 
20 languages. Luiselli is a 
writer in residence at Bard 
College and lives in New 
York City.

Tickets are $10 for the 
general public and free for 
Virginia Tech students. 
Tickets can be purchased 
online; at the Moss Arts 
Center's box offi  ce from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Wednesday 
through Friday, and 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. on Saturday; or by 
calling 540-231-5300 dur-
ing box offi  ce hours.

-- Susan Bland

Virginia Tech researcher strives to lower 
suicide risk among homebound older adults

Homebound older 
adults often face a sense of 
loneliness few could imag-
ine.

Caretakers have long 
sought ways to heal the 
pain of isolated aging 
adults and lower their risk 
of suicide. Th e COVID-19 
pandemic has only intensi-
fi ed the challenge.

A Virginia Tech re-
searcher will pursue life-
saving solutions with a 
$1.3 million federal grant.

Matthew Fullen, an as-
sistant professor of coun-
selor education in the VT 
School of Education, has 
co-launched a research 
project to develop and 
evaluate an innovative 
training program. Suicide 
prevention among older 
adults represents the top 
goal of the phone-based 
training.

Fullen leads the project 
alongside Georgia State 
University colleagues Laura 

Shannonhouse and Mary 
Chase Mize. Th e training 
program under develop-
ment is titled Belonging 
and Empathy, With Inten-
tional Targeting Helping, 
or BE WITH.

Powered by funding 
from the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human 
Services through the Ad-
ministration for Commu-
nity Living, the researchers 
plan to study the eff ective-
ness of the training for nu-
trition service volunteers 
working with older adults 
in six metro Atlanta coun-
ties.

Ultimately, the research-
ers hope the National 
Council on Aging will add 
the training to its registry 
of programs.

Fullen said the research 
team previously received 
federal funds to study the 
benefi ts of training home-
delivered meals volunteers 
in suicide prevention skills 

through the ASIST pro-
gram, a suicide interven-
tion training program. 
Th e new project and grant 
builds from this initial re-
search.

“Once the pandemic 
hit, several of these volun-
teers described how they so 
wanted to help their home-
delivered meals clients, but 
didn’t know what to do,” 
said Fullen. “We began 
outlining a phone-based 
program that would equip 
these volunteers with op-
portunities to connect 
with older adults who have 
diffi  culty leaving home.”

Participants in pro-
grams such as Meals on 
Wheels have long viewed 
the services as more than 
a meal delivery, said Ful-
len. “Th is project will fos-
ter more intentional social 
connections between these 
volunteers and home-
bound older adults at a 
time when relationships 

are sorely needed.
“We learned from the 

previous project that these 
volunteers are eager to de-
velop a more dynamic set 
of responsibilities within 
the aging network,” Fullen 
said. “Many of them view 
meal delivery as a means to 
connect with older people 
in their communities, and 
they feel dissatisfi ed when 
their role is relegated to 
quickly dropping off  a 
meal and then driving 
away.

“Our hope with the cur-
rent project is to show that 
equipping volunteers with 
a broad range of skills — 
from suicide intervention 
to addressing social isola-
tion and loneliness — pro-
vides the volunteers with a 
greater sense of role satis-
faction,” Fullen said. “We 
also hope the project will 
contribute to addressing 
the spectrum of concerns 
that some older adults face 

in their communities.”
Fullen, who joined the 

School of Education in 
2017, has worked with 
older adults since 2005. 
He said the pandemic 
has illuminated growing 
evidence of the harmful 
eff ects of social isolation 
and loneliness for many 
older adults in the United 
States. He off ered tips for 
how members of the gen-
eral public can help.

“Taking the time to 
connect with older friends 
and family members is es-
pecially important, and 
allowing people to express 
their disappointment, 
frustration, or sense of 
loneliness can go a long 
way,” said Fullen. “Two 
major risk factors for sui-
cide are perceiving oneself 
to be a burden and feel-
ing like you don’t belong. 
Reminding others that we 
love them and value their 
role in our lives has always 

been important, but that 
is true all the more during 
the pandemic.”

Th e project will contin-
ue through 2023.

“Dr. Fullen and his col-
leagues are helping all of 
us better understand the 
importance of experiential, 
community-engaged learn-
ing and applied research 
across the lifespan,” said 
Kristin Gehsmann, direc-
tor of the School of Edu-
cation. “Th eir eff orts will 
not only impact the lives 
of participants, but the 
lessons learned from this 
research will help the next 
generation of counselor 
educators prepare clini-
cians and educators to bet-
ter meet the needs of older 
adults.”

Th e Moss Arts Center 
presents Mexican-born au-
thor and 2019 MacArthur 
Fellow Valeria Luiselli in an 
exclusive “HomeStage” se-
ries event streamed live from 

the author’s home on Tues-
day, April 6, at 7:30 p.m.

Presented by the Moss 
Arts Center in partner-
ship with the Department 
of English Visiting Writer 
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OPINION

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Most favorables
  7. 23rd Greek letter
 10. Rated higher
 12. Immature herring
 13. Malignant skin 
neoplasm
 14. Orange-red spinel
 15. Hunted beings
 16. Be obedient to
 17. Excavate with a shovel
 18. = to 100 cauris
 19. Lose hold of
 21. Highest card
 22. Western Union mes-
sage
 27. The “Show Me” state
 28. Early photo process
 33. A public promotion
 34. A group of statues

 36. A single thing
 37. Ireland
 38. A raised speaking 
platform
 39. Leavened bread
 40. Farm animal shelter
 41. Oral polio vaccine
 44. Chinese fine silk silver
 45. Chocolate-colored 
acidic pulp pod
 48. ____ off 
 49. Hagiographa
 50. Manuscripts, abbr.
 51. Over the sea
  CLUES DOWN
  1. Stare impertinently
  2. Address a deity
  3. Converts hide into 
leather

  4. Matrimonial response
  5. 13th Hebrew letter
  6. Dentist’s organization
  7. Fleshy fungus caps
  8. Kill violently
  9. License & passport
 10. Refereed
 11. Arbor framework
 12. Luxuriant dark brown fur
 14. Group purchasing protest
 17. Insecticide
 18. An island group of the S 
Pacific
 20. A wooden hole plug
 23. A purine base found in 
DNA and RNA
 24. Spanish park
 25. Atomic #18
 26. Married woman

 29. And, Latin
 30. Cantonese dialect
 31. Causing physical hurt
 32. Short trips or tasks
 35. Small craving
 36. Paddled 
 38. Leuciscus leuciscus’
 40. Parting phrases: 
good-____
 41. Figure skater Yuka
 42. Opera song
 43. Create social or 
emotional ties
 44. Opposite of LTM
 45. Icahn’s airline
 46. Air Reserve base 
(abbr.)
 47. Russian manned 
space station
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Evans King: Recalling the NCAA Tournament's past
 I am writing this col-

umn in the midst of the 
NCAA Basketball Tour-
nament. As I write, the 
Sweet 16 begins today, 
so I thought this might 
be a good time to put 
down some memories 
and thoughts on this cel-
ebration of American life 
in my normal rambling 
manner. 

My fi rst memories of 
what has become the na-
tion’s premier sporting 
event in the opinion of 
many date back to the 
mid-1960’s. Th e tourna-
ment was far from the 
multi-million dollar en-
terprise it has become. It 
was not a made-for-TV 
event. Coaches were paid 
about the same as the 
manager of the local gro-
cery store, and the rosters 
of many teams were dot-
ted with “two-sport stars” 
who had played foot-
ball in the fall and were 
“getting exercise” in the 
mid-winter. For example, 
Terry Baker, the quar-
terback at Oregon State, 
won the Heisman Tro-
phy as the country’s best 
college football player in 
the fall of 1962 and then 
led his basketball team 
as point guard to the Fi-
nal Four the following 
spring (while majoring in 
mechanical engineering). 
He was the fi rst and only 
Heisman winner to make 
the “last weekend” as they 

now call it, and I’m will-
ing to wager it will never 
happen again. 

As I stated above, tele-
vision was not a big part 
of the tournament then. 
In fact it was not much of 
a part of it at all. Th e only 
national broadcast I recall 
of my early tournaments 
was of the championship 
game on Saturday night, 
the semis having been 
played the Friday night 
before but not televised.

Only 23 teams made 
the tournament and the 
regionals were truly “re-
gional”: the East, the 
“Mideast” (apparently 
borrowed from Tolkien’s 
trilogy), the Midwest and 
the West. Since the game 
then was East-Coast cen-
tric, the East Regional had 
a bunch of teams where 
there were many more 
schools playing the sport 
while the West Regional 
had only four teams and 
started in the Sweet 16 
(giving UCLA a tactical 
advantage as if they need-
ed one). As a point of lo-
cal trivia, the fi rst Virginia 
Tech team to make the 
tourney was placed in the 
Mideast regional in 1967 
where the Hokies made 
a decent run to what we 
now call the Elite 8, beat-
ing Toledo before losing 
to Dayton in the regional 
fi nals and breaking my 
heart. 

My fi rst remembrance 

New study: Teenage marijuana users have 
double use disorder rate of nicotine and alcohol

(Alexandria, VA) An 
explosive study pub-
lished Monday in the 
journal JAMA Pediatrics 
and conducted by promi-
nent researchers at the 
National Institutes of 
Health (NIH), including 
the head of the National 
Institute on Drug Abuse, 
found that teenage mari-
juana users (aged 12-17) 
have double the preva-
lence of a use disorder 
(addiction) than do nic-
otine, alcohol, and, in 

Virginia’s gas prices 
dropped last week

According to a survey issued Mon-
day by GasBuddy, Virginia’s gas prices 
fell 2.1 cents per gallon last week, av-
eraging $2.74 per gallon.

Despite the drop, gas prices in Vir-
ginia were 11.7 cents per gallon higher 
than they were a month ago and stand 
85.5 cents per gallon higher than a 
year ago.

Th e daily survey was conducted across 
4,081 stations in the commonwealth.

According to GasBuddy price re-
ports, the cheapest station in Virginia 
was priced at $2.37/g Monday while 
the most expensive was $3.49/g, a dif-
ference of $1.12/g.

The national average price of gaso-
line fell 2.7 cents per gallon in the last 
week, GasBuddy reported, averaging 
$2.84/g Monday. The national aver-
age is up 12.9 cents per gallon from a 
month ago and stands 87.5 cents per 
gallon higher than a year ago.

"After the feverish rise in gas prices 
to start the year, increases have largely 
tapered off, and we're now seeing de-
creasing prices in most areas of the 
country, thanks to oil prices that have 

moderated for the time being," said 
Patrick De Haan, head of petroleum 
analysis for GasBuddy. "As the Suez 
Canal has remained blocked for nearly 
a week, we could see some volatility in 
the price of oil this week as the mar-
ket digests any updates as hundreds of 
ships remain in limbo,” De Haan said. 
“Back stateside, refiners have made the 
switch to summer gasoline, and price 
impacts have been limited thus far, but 
demand for gasoline remains strong. 
Last week saw total gasoline demand 
at yet another pandemic high accord-
ing to GasBuddy data. As we approach 
warmer weather and motorists are 
increasingly getting outside, it could 
drive prices higher, so long as CO-
VID-19 cases don't jump along with 
it and lead to new travel restrictions."

GasBuddy has been the only source 
for station-level data spanning nearly 
two decades. GasBuddy's survey up-
dates 288 times every day from the 
most diverse list of sources covering 
nearly 150,000 stations nationwide. 
GasBuddy data is accessible at http://
FuelInsights.GasBuddy.com.

most categories of users, 
even prescription drug 
misusers.

Th e addiction rate was 
as high as 20% among 
those who had used more 
than three years and was 
double the rate of alcohol 
in all categories.

"Knowing how potent 
today’s marijuana is, 
this study shouldn’t be a 
complete shock, but giv-
en today’s misinformed 
views, it is a bombshell," 
said Dr. Kevin Sabet, 
President of Smart Ap-
proaches to Marijuana 
and a former senior drug 
policy advisor to the 
Obama Administration. 
"It was always thought 
that drugs like cigarettes 
had a far greater preva-
lence for use disorder 
than marijuana, but this 

study finds the preva-
lence of marijuana use 
disorder among teens is 
at the top. This speaks 
volumes about the need 
to educate young people 
on the harms of marijua-
na use and the need to 
halt the normalization 
and commercialization 
of its use."

Marijuana addic-
tion rates among life-
time users was 10.7% 
among those who used 
less than a year; 14.6% 
among those who used 
1-2 years; 16.8% among 
those who used 2-3 
years; and 20.1% among 
those who used more 
than three years. Out of 
twenty categories of us-
ers across five non-mari-
juana drugs, the only ad-
diction rate that comes 

close is the 11% rate 
among teenage prescrip-
tion drug misusers who 
used less than a year. 
Marijuana addiction 
rates were higher than all 
prescription drug misus-
ers for those who used 
more than a year. 

The release of this 
study comes at a cru-
cial time, as lawmak-
ers in five states (New 
Hampshire, Hawaii, 
Maryland, Wyoming, 
and North Dakota) have 
all rejected efforts to le-
galize the substance in 
recent days. However, 
lawmakers in New York 
and New Mexico will 
vote within days of this 
study’s publication on 
bills to commercialize 
marijuana and essential-
ly endorse its use.

of watching the tour-
nament was the 1964 
championship game be-
tween UCLA and Duke. 
UCLA had two guards, 
Walt Hazzard and Gail 
Goodrich, who became 
my earliest college bas-
ketball heroes. UCLA 
won as part of what was 
the natural order of the 
universe in those days. It 
seemed UCLA won every 
NCAA tournament, the 
Boston Celtics won ev-
ery NBA championship, 
and the New York Yan-
kees won every World 
Series. Th ese three were 
“America’s Teams” before 
the Dallas Cowboys ever 
had a winning season and 
way before they began 
making some obnoxious 
claim to the title.

So in almost every 
NCAA tournament of 
my youth, pretty much 
through my college years 
(with the inestimable Bill 
Walton then at UCLA), 
everyone else was play-
ing for second place. Th e 
main interruption of the 
incredible UCLA dynas-
ty was the 1966 tourna-
ment. Th e championship 
game that year was played 
at Cole Field House 
in College Park on the 
University of Maryland 
campus. (Th ey used to 
do that back in the day.) 
Th is was a season when 
UCLA was “rebuilding.” 
Actually, they probably 
would have won it all 
that year if freshmen had 
been eligible. 

You see, Lew Alcindor, 
later to become Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar in the pros, 
was a freshman on the 
1965-66 “Baby Bruins” 
team. He had been such 
a highly-recruited high 
school player out of New 
York City that ABC aired 
the UCLA preseason 
game between the varsity 

and the freshmen that sea-
son on its Wide World of 
Sports program. I remem-
ber watching the game at 
my grandmother’s house 
(We couldn’t get the ABC 
affi  liate on our end of 
town.) and the Baby Bru-
ins won by 15 as I recall, 
against the defending na-
tional champions. Lew 
then went on to win three 
straight national champi-
onships himself. 

Back to the 1966 Na-
tional Championship 
game, the year when 
UCLA did NOT win. 
Th e game was between a 
University of Kentucky 
team coached by the leg-
endary Adolph Rupp 
(also a legendary racist as 
was later revealed) and a 
school no one had ever 
heard of: Texas Western 
College (now UTEP - the 
University of Texas at El 
Paso) coached by Don 
Haskins.  Th is game was 
the “Jackie Robinson mo-
ment” of college basket-
ball in a sense. 

Th e game has signifi -
cant social signifi cance 
because UK’s team was all 
white and Texas Western 
played all blacks. Th is had 
never happened before in 
college basketball, not at 
this level at least. In fact, 
conferences like the SEC 
(UK’s conference) and 
the ACC had not yet in-
tegrated their teams, and 
(maybe) were just begin-
ning to think about doing 
so. Texas Western won 
easily in a tremendous 
upset when most thought 
the “real” championship 
game had been played 
the night before between 
Duke and Kentucky. 
No one had heard of the 
Texas Western Miners 
until they had pulled off  
a couple of upsets in the 
Midwest Regional the 
weekend before to make 

the Final Four. A wonder-
ful movie, "Glory Road," 
was made some 20 years 
ago about this historic 
national championship 
game.

While dedicated col-
lege basketball fans of my 
generation remember the 
Texas Western game as a 
seminal event in the sport, 
another great story a few 
years earlier involved 
the courageous decision 
by the Mississippi State 
University administra-
tion and Coach Babe Mc-
Carthy to allow the MSU 
team to  participate in 
the NCAA tournament. 
Th ey did this in violation 
of a state law prohibiting 
white athletes and black 
athletes from competing 
against each other. Th e 
team actually left campus 
surreptitiously and under 
cover of darkness to go 
compete in the tourna-
ment out of state.  

Th e MSU squad even-
tually lost to Loyola of 
Chicago’s Ramblers, who 
started three black play-
ers. Yes, that Loyola of 
Chicago, which went on 
to win the championship 
that year, 1963. And yes, 
I’m sure Sister Jean was 
there. A few years ago I 
found an excellent book 
on this Mississippi State 
team: “Champions for 
Change: How the Missis-
sippi State Bulldogs and 
their Bold Coach Defi ed 
Segregation” (Veazey). A 
great read. 

A fi nal thought on this 
year’s tournament, maybe 
on sports in general. Th ere 
have been personal at-
tacks, even death threats, 
against players on losing 
teams. I remember three 
years ago when my No.-
1 seeded Cavaliers lost to 
the University of Mary-
land, Baltimore County, 
the team had to have po-

lice escorts back to their 
hotel and to their indi-
vidual rooms (In his typi-
cal fashion, Coach Tony 
Bennett joked that he no-
ticed no one escorted him 
to his room and that as he 
walked down the hallway 
alone he thought of Th e 
Godfather.)

Th ese types of attacks 
and threats are beyond 
reprehensible. Unlike 
some in our society, I 
choose to believe that 
they represent the lowest 
element of our existence 
and are not indicative of 
a total collapse of values 
and civility, that these 
people are only a tiny seg-
ment of our population, 
not even a rounding error. 
Mentally ill.

Even in less extreme 
instances, I have never 
understood fans who 
turn on their own team 
when they lose. I guess 
I have always identifi ed 
and sympathized with 
my team’s players and 
coaches, my “guys,” win 
or lose. Maybe it comes 
from playing on losing 
teams myself. Last time I 
checked for every winner 
in a game there is a loser, 
so things tend to balance 
out. 

Th e NCAA tournament 
represents possibilities for 
the best and the worst in 
us. Only one team will 
walk away having won 
its last game. One thing 
about the tournament is 
certainly worth rejoicing 
over: COVID was not the 
winner this year.

Evans "Buddy" King is a 
proud native of Christians-
burg, CHS Class of 1971. He 
resides in Clarksburg, W.Va., 
where he has practiced law 
with the fi rm of Steptoe & 
Johnson, PLLC, since 1980. 
He can be reached at evans.
king@steptoe-johnson.com.
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For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Wanted - To Buy
Cash paid 

Coin Collections 
Or Indian artifacts 

540-988-2420 

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Now Hiring 
Dishwasher at the 
Swinging Bridge 

Restaurant in Paint 
Bank. 

Melissa@paintbank 
generalstore.com

WANTED 

EXPENDITURES: FY 2022
FY 2021 Advertised Increase

GENERAL GOVERNMENT: Budget Budget (Decrease)

          Subtotal: 59,555,979$               53,471,725$                (6,084,254)$                        

L E G A L N O T I C E
County of Montgomery, Virginia
Synopsis of Advertised Budget

for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2022

Law Library 17,600$                      17,600$                       -$                                        

SCHOOLS:

        Subtotal: 121,119,330$             128,813,860$              7,694,530$                         

County Capital 3,531,173$                 3,580,645$                  49,472$                              

Debt Service 24,722,725$               24,722,725$                -$                                        

Economic Development 380,000$                    380,000$                     -$                                        

COUNTY TOTAL 209,326,807$             210,986,555$              1,659,748$                         

RESOURCES: FY 2021 FY 2022 Increase
Budget Advertised Budget (Decrease)

REVENUE:
General Undesignated Revenue:

     Total Undesignated Revenue

     Total Designated Revenue

     Total Fund Balance
TOTAL RESOURCES 209,326,807$             210,986,555$              1,659,748$                         

(1) Real Estate Tax Rate based on $0.89 per $100 of Assessed Valuation.
Personal Property Tax Rate Based on $2.55 per $100 Assessed Valuation.
By Order of the Board of Supervisors:
F. Craig Meadows, County Administrator
County of Montgomery, Virginia

This budget synopsis is prepared and published pursuant to Section 15.2-2506 of Code of Virginia, for 

A hearing will be held by the Board of Supervisors on April 8, 2021 at 6:15 P.M. at the County Govern-
ment Center Board Room, 755 Roanoke Street, Christiansburg, Virginia at which time any citizen of the 
County shall have the opportunity to attend and state his or her views on the advertised budget.
A copy of the Advertised Budget is available for inspection at the County Government Center, in the 

Food Service 
Associate/Dining 

Service Lead 
Positions Available 

Equal Opportunity 
Employer 

Help Wanted - 
General

Minorities/Females/Protec
ted Veterans/Individuals 
with Disabilities/Sexual 
Orientation/Gender 
Identity. 
Carilion Clinic is a drug-
free workplace. 

Legals - City of 
Radford

LEGAL NOTICE 
Tyler Avenue/East Main 

Street Connector   
Phase 1 

City of Radford 
Notice of Public Review 

City of Radford 
CDBG Annual 
Action Plan 

melissa.skelton@radfordva.
gov

Legals - City of 
Salem

Notice is hereby 
given to  

Legals - City of 
Salem

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. CL21000326-00 
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With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

ADVERTISE!
To place a classifi ed ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

To place a
 classified ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof Replacement 
& Repair

All 1st Responders and 
Health Care Workers 

receive a 5% discount

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

Peace of mind comes with knowing that an experienced 
professional is helping you make the r ight decisions each step 
of the way. We will assist with transferring assets, preparing 

tax returns and filing life or annuity claims.

INHERITANCES

TALK TO WALT

Find a job in your special field, 
or find the help you need.

Get rid of the
 old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  knocking 
loud and clear.

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

WHERE PATIENTS COME FIRST

540-591-5360
540-444-0291

ALL evaluations & treatments by a licensed physical therapist

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600
Call or Text Gary Benefield  386.527.8434

HANDY MAN SERVICES

Serving New Castle & Surrounding Areas

EVANS 
ELECTRICAL &   

PLUMBING SERVICE
Fincastle

Residential • Commercial 
Industrial • Remodeling

New Construction
473-2481 • 276-228-5863 cell

Over 25 Years’ Experience
Small Jobs & Repairs Welcome
Class A License • Insured

Master Tradesman

BUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com 

SHERRYE
FLESHMAN

REALTOR
Each office is independently
owned and operated

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~

   
   H

OUSE NEED A BATH?
SIDEWALKS

DRIVEWAYS

GUTTERS

HOUSES

DECKS

PORCHES

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708     USMC RETIRED    drillinstr@gmail.com
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Montgomery Sports

TRANSFORM YOUR BATH OR SHOWER

IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAYIN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY

CALL NOW

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any 
other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires June 30, 2021. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 

844-945-1631

Offer Expires 6.30.2021

NO PAYMENTS &
NO INTEREST

FOR 18 MONTHS

• 
• 
• Lifetime Warranty
• 

$500 Off
OR

FOR

Military & Senior 
Discounts Available

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the 
“#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 
50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 
2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# 
H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 

 License# 52229-H  
License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
844-947-1479

Off er valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  

install and activate the generator with a participating 

dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

Award-winning historic rehab w/ unique value-add opportunity! 93% occupied. 
Prime location near popular attractions and Averett Univ. Riverview Campus.
Details at  VAAF501

AUCTION

74 UNIT
APARTMENT
COMMUNITY

STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS
AUCTIONS 
Auction! April 10, 2021 9 am. 3766 Sand-
ers Creek Road, Buckingham, Va. 23936.
Real Estate - 6.16 +/-acres 2 log homes, 
Antiques, Collectibles, Personal Property.
Tilman’s,  HYPERLINK “http://www.
tilmansauctions.com” www.tilmansauc-
tions.com, VAL #348, (804) 347 4963
Thomas Timber Inc. Equipment Auc-
tion, Live & Online Bidding, Begins 
Closing 4/14 at 11am, 3344 NC Hwy 
210 E. Harrells, NC  28444, See Website 
for list of Items, ironhorseauction.com, 
800.997.2248, NCAL 3936
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:   Advertise your 
upcoming auctions statewide and in 
other states.   Aff ordable Print and Dig-
ital Solutions reaching your target audi-
ences. Call this paper or Landon Clark 

at Virginia Press Services 804-521-7576,  
HYPERLINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net
HELP WANTED
Vacancies 2021-2022: Director of Hu-
man Resources, Coordinator of Federal 
Programs, Instructional Technology and 
Innovation Specialist, Elementary Educa-
tion, Middle Education, Special Educa-
tion, School Psychologist, Biology, Eng-
lish As A Second Language, Chemistry/
Physics, Mathematics, English, Health & 
Medical Science, Electronics/Robotics. 
APPLICATION PROCEDURE: To apply, 
please visit our website at  HYPERLINK 
“http://www.pecps.k12.va.us” www.
pecps.k12.va.us and complete the on-
line application - Prince Edward County 
Public Schools, Farmville, Virginia 23901 

(434) 315-2100 (EOE)
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
Vinyl Replacement Windows Starting at 
$235* Installed w/Free Trim Wrap Call 
804-739-8207 Siding, Roofi ng, Gutters 
and More!
GENERAC Standby Generators provide 
backup power during utility power out-
ages, so your home and family stay safe 
and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!). 
Request a free quote today! Call for ad-
ditional terms and conditions. 1-877-
636-0738
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFil-
ter, the most advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a FREE Leaf-
Filter estimate today. 15% off  Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-877-614-6667
ATTN. CONTRACTORS: Advertise your 
business statewide and in other states. 
Aff ordable Print and Digital Solutions to 
reach Homeowners.  Call Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 804-521-7576,  
HYPERLINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net 
LIVESTOCK SALES
Knoll Crest Farm Spring Bull and Female 
Sale, Saturday, April 10, 2021 at Noon. 
Featuring 100 Angus, Polled Hereford, 
Gelbvieh and Balancer Bulls. 32 Regis-
tered Angus & Hereford Bred Heifers. 
85+ Commercial Bred Heifers. Knoll Crest 
Farm, Red House, VA 434-376-3567. Call 
or visit our website to pre-register before 
sale day! KnollCrestFarm.com 
REAL ESTATE 
ATTN. REALTORS:   Advertise your list-
ings regionally or statewide. Aff ordable 
Print and Digital Solutions that get re-
sults! Call Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services  804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” landonc@
vpa.net
SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, $395+$86 
court cost. WILLS $195.00. No court ap-
pearance. Estimated completion time 
twenty-one days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member.  HYPERLINK “ht-
tps://hiltonoliverattorneyva.com” https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.
Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED Life 
Insurance! No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help pay funeral and 
other fi nal expenses. Call Physicians Life 
Insurance Company- 844-509-1697 or 
visit www.Life55plus.info/vapress

STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS

Game previews; Radford 
resumes football after 
COVID stop; region 
point totals tight

Quick and concise COVID testing 
will allow Radford High School to re-
open and restart athletic activities in-
cluding football.

It had looked as though Radford 
would have to cancel its final two foot-
ball games. Now, the final game of the 
season this weekend against Carroll 
County is back on.

Robert Graham, superintendent of 
schools in Radford, said he was excited 
to announce that they will be return-
ing to in-person learning much earlier 
than anticipated at John Dalton Mid-
dle and Radford High School.

“Our football team was tested at 
NRV pediatrics, and only one member 
of the team tested positive,” Graham 
said. “In addition, our school nurses, 
who are absolutely fantastic, have con-
cluded their contact tracing from last 
week’s spread of the virus and have 
all students who had direct exposure 
quarantined until they are safely able 
to return.”

All extracurricular activities except 
for football were cleared to resume on 
Monday. Football practice was cleared 
to resume today, March 31.

This means Radford and Carroll 
will play no later than Saturday in the 
final game of the season.

The “Battle of the Burgs” takes place 
Friday night when Christiansburg 
travels to Blacksburg. The winner will 
receive the ceremonial “Huckleberry 
Coal Miner’s helmet.”

Game previews:
Radford (3-1) at Carroll County (4-

1)
We don’t know how this past week’s 

football shutdown at Radford will af-
fect the Bobcats, but they will be try-
ing to rebound from a loss to Glen-
var. A win by Radford could give the 
team a postseason berth. Carroll seems 
poised to take the same step in 3D re-
gion play after dropping down from 
Class 4 this past season.

Carroll is in the second spot of the 
regional standings and could still make 
the playoffs even with a loss.

The Cavaliers have outscored their 
opponents 123-74 but fell 40-0 to Ga-
lax in their last game. In the loss, Ga-
lax limited Carroll to 94 yards of total 
offense.

Wins have come over James River, 
Giles, Bassett and Floyd. In the win 
over James River, Carroll’s Brady Dal-
ton completed eight of 10 passes for 
167 yards and two touchdowns and 
rushed for 99 yards and another score.

Coach Monty Chipman is in his 

first year after leaving North Wilkes 
High School in North Carolina.

In Radford’s loss to Glenvar, Darius 
Wesley-Brubeck rushed for 105 yards 
and a touchdown for the Bobcats. PJ 
Prioleau had three receptions for 97 
yards while quarterback Zane Rupe 
was six of 22 for 130 yards and a 
touchdown.

Prediction: Radford 24, Carroll 
County 21

Christiansburg (2-3) at Blacksburg 
(0-5)

Last week: Blacksburg was idle 
while Christiansburg picked up a 23-6 
win over Cave Spring. Casey Graham 
passed for 168 yards and two touch-
downs in the win. Travis Altizer caught 
three passes for 121 yards for the Blue 
Demons. Dixon Arita connected on 
three field goals in the win including 
two from 34 yards and another from 
19 yards out.

Prediction: Christiansburg 34, 
Blacksburg 10

Bland (0-5) at Auburn
Last week: Bland was shut out in 

a 30-0 loss to Grayson County. The 
Bears have been outscored 251 to 28 
this season. Bland did not field a team 
in 2019 because of the lack of partici-
pants.

Auburn’s contest against Galax was 
postponed because of heavy rain.

Prediction: Auburn 23, Bland 18
Going into this final week, the 

points standings in the regions are 
tight. For example, Christiansburg re-
mains tied for fifth with Northside in 
3D, but just 1.25 out of the final spot 
to make the postseason.

Only four teams from each region 
make the playoffs this year with Lord 
Botetourt running away with Region 
3D with 27.2 points. Abingdon is sec-
ond at 23.5, while Carroll County is 
third with 21.2 points. Fourth-place 
William Byrd is slightly ahead of 
Christiansburg and Northside for the 
final selection.

With Radford starting its football 
program back up, the Bobcats will 
now play Carroll County. In 2C Rad-
ford remains in fifth at 17.25 slightly 
behind Ft. Chiswell at 17.75. Glenvar 
is third at 18.8. Appomattox leads 2C 
with 21.6 points followed by Dan Riv-
er with 20.66.

Galax leads 1C with 21.5 points. 
Narrows in second at 20.4. Grayson 
and Parry McCluer are tied for third 
with 15 points while George Wythe 
has 14.0 in fifth place.

Eastern Montgomery and Auburn 
have outside shots at making the play-
offs with 12.5 and 11 points respec-
tively.

Marty Gordon
Contributing writer

Christiansburg downs Cave 
Spring 23-6 in home fi nale

PHOTOS BY KYMN DAVIDSON-HAMLEY

Christiansburg’s Elijah Brubaker sacks Cave Spring’s quarterback in Friday’s 23-6 win.

With Drew Lloyd (left) blocking to give him time, Dixon Arita kicks the first of 
three field goals for the Blue Demons, who are now 2-3 overall with one game 
left in the season.

Seniors Caleb Henley (left) and MJ Hunter lead the Blue Demons onto the field for 
their final home game.

Send sports news and photos 
to NRVsports@ourvalley.org
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Check Enclosed _____ or call (304) 647-5724 to pay by credit card

Mail to:  Circulation Department, NEWS MESSENGER, 
P.O. BOX 429, Lewisburg, WV  24901 or call us at (304) 647-5724. 

SUBSCRIPTION TO NEWS MESSENGER
Subscribe online at montcova.com or mail to address below

PRINT ONLY

Yearly Print Only Subscription 
$44.00 Radford    $53.00 Virginia

$57.00 Out of State

DIGITAL ONLY
DIGITAL

& PRINT

One Year 
Digital Subscription 

$29.00

Yearly Print & Digital 
Subscription

$72.00

YOUR LOCAL NEWS

JUST THE WAY YOU LIKE IT!

BOBGARRETT 
SERVICES

YOUR WHOLE HOUSE GENERATOR SPECIALISTS

bobgarrettservices.com
540-767-2900

PHOTO COURTESY OF VT ATHLETICS

Virginia Tech offensive lineman Christian Darrisaw goes 
through drills Friday in front of a group of NFL scouts.

Hokies impress NFL scouts on Pro Day
All 32 NFL teams weren’t represent-

ed at Virginia Tech’s Pro Day on Friday 
because the LA Rams aren’t sending 
scouts to in-person workouts. But the 
more than 50 NFL executives, coaches 
and scouts who were on Tech’s campus 
Friday witnessed impressive perfor-
mances from several Hokies. 

Safety Divine Deablo was arguably 
the day’s biggest winner after posting 
a 34-inch vertical jump and an offi  cial 
4.46 time in the 40-yard dash. Deablo, 
who originally came to Tech as a wide 
receiver, put his chiseled physique and 
athleticism on display.

During his post-workout media ses-
sion, the Winston-Salem, N.C., native 
indicated that multiple teams have told 
him that they’d move him to lineback-

er. Other teams have said that they’d 
play him at strong safety.

Long snapper Austin Rosa surely 
made Tech strength and condition-
ing coach Ben Hilgart proud when he 
topped all Tech players with 27 reps on 
the bench press. Rosa is currently assist-
ing in Tech’s weight room. 

Running back Khalil Herbert regis-
tered the day’s best time in the 40-yard 
dash at an offi  cial 4.44 seconds. Th e 
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., native also put up 
22 reps at 225 pounds in the bench 
press. While not comparing himself 
to LaDainian Tomlinson, Herbert did 
cite the longtime Chargers great as an 
example of a back of a similar stature 
who enjoyed a long and very produc-
tive NFL career. 

Th e main attraction for many of the 
NFL decision makers and evaluators 
in attendance Friday was the presence 
of cornerback Caleb Farley and tackle 
Christian Darrisaw. Farley didn’t par-
ticipate in testing or position drills due 
to a recent back surgery, but he did ad-
dress the assembled NFL personnel on 
his health, his opt-out in 2020, and his 
desire to become one of the league’s top 
corners. Farley also confi rmed that he’s 
accepted an invitation to attend the 
2020 NFL draft in Cleveland in person.  

Projected to become the fi rst Tech 
off ensive lineman to go in the fi rst 
round of the NFL draft since tackle 
Duane Brown in 2008, Darrisaw went 
through position drills with multiple 
NFL off ensive line coaches.

The VT men’s tennis team enjoys a special win over ranked Duke on Senior Day.

VT men’s tennis upsets No. 36 Duke
honorees Mitch Harper 
and Alex Ribeiro downing 
their opponents on court 
two, 6-4. Duke (7-7, 3-3 
ACC) ultimately clinched 
the point narrowly when 
its No. 12 ranked duo of 
Garrett Johns and Sean 
Sculley went to a tiebreak 
with the Hokies' Jordan 
Chrysostom and Ryan 
Fishback.

Tech got back in the 
match when Harper de-
feated No. 92 Johns on 
court one, 6-4, 6-3, adding 
another ranked win to his 
illustrious career. Fishback 
marched back from a fi rst-
set loss to win in a third-set 
tiebreaker on court 5. Soph-
omore Matthis Ross downed 

Sean Sculley on court 2 after 
dropping his fi rst set, 4-6, 
7-6, 6-4. Freshman Hugo 
Maia clinched the match 
for Tech in dramatic fashion 
after climbing his way back 
into the match to win in a 
third-set tiebreak.

Th e Hokies will return 
to action on the road to face 
the No.-6 Virginia Cavaliers 
(14-2, 8-0 ACC) on Th urs-
day, April 2.

SINGLES
1. Mitch Harper (VT) 

def. #92 Garrett Johns (DU) 
6-4, 6-3

2. #96 Matthis Ross (VT) 
def. Sean Sculley (DU) 4-6, 
7-6, 6-4

3. #94 Edu Guell (DU) 
def. Carlo Donato (VT) 

7-6, 6-4
4. Hugo Maia (VT) def. 

#101 Andrew Zhang (DU) 
5-7, 6-3, 7-6

5. Ryan Fishback (VT) 
def. Luca Keist (DU) def. 
4-6, 6-2, 7-6

6. Samuel Rubell (DU) 
def. Alvaro Ariza (VT) 7-6, 
6-4

DOUBLES
1. #12 Garrett Johns/

Sean Sculley (DU) def. #36 
Jordan Chrysostom/Ryan 
Fishback (VT) 7-6

2. Mitch Harper/Alex Ri-
beiro (VT) def. Edu Guell/
Luca Keist (DU) 6-4

3. Andrew Zhang/Mi-
chael Heller (DU) def. Mi-
chael Shepheard/Ryan Kros 
(VT) 6-3

FILE PHOTOMusky fishing can be fun for anglers of all ages.

Outdoor Report: Musky are out there waiting for anglers
Fisheries biologists from 

the Virginia Department 
of Wildlife Resources were 
excited to have encoun-
tered two muskies weigh-
ing more than 50 pounds 
each recently while sam-
pling on the Shenandoah 
River.

If you’re out on the wa-
ter in pursuit of the “fi sh 
of a thousand casts,” please 
consider contributing to 
DWR’s Musky Angler 
Diary Program, new for 
2021. Participating in this 
program is a helpful tool 
for biologists in managing 
and refi ning muskellunge 
fi sheries. Th e process is 
easy. Simply record how 
many hours you fi sh, how 
many persons are in your 
fi shing party, how many 
musky you encounter but 
did not catch (follows, 
strikes, or musky lost), how 
many musky you did catch 
(measure them and look 
for tag numbers), whether 
or not you harvested or re-
leased the musky, and how 
much money you spent on 
the trip.

Muskellunge (Esox 

masquinongy) or musky 
are the largest members 
of the pike family. Th ey 
are normally olive to dark 
gray on the back with gray-
ish to bluish to yellowish 
sides. Th e sides may have 
faint vertical bars, spots or 
blotches.

Musky are an excit-
ing and addictive fi sh to 
target in the waters of the 
commonwealth. However, 
some specialized tech-
niques and equipment are 
required to hunt for these 
trophy fi sh.

River fi shermen use 
rafts, kayaks, canoes, or 
small boats with electric 
motors or small outboards 
to fl oat larger pools and 
fi sh near woody debris, 
large boulders, drop-off s, 
or weed lines. We suggest 
using an eight-foot medi-
um heavy rod with fast ac-
tion and a bait casting reel 
with a 6.4 gear ratio. Fill 
the reel with 80-lb. braided 
line, tipped with an 80-lb. 
fl uorocarbon leader. You 
can also use a steel leader if 
you like.

Th ere are many musky 

baits on the market, but 
most fall into fi ve catego-
ries: inline spinner, crank-
bait, top water, soft plastic, 
and jerk baits. For begin-
ners, try using an inline 
spinner or top water bait. 
Th ey can be very produc-
tive from May through 
July and are easy to use.

Crank baits and soft 
plastics are good choices in 
the fall and winter months 
when muskies tend to tar-
get larger prey items like 
suckers. Jerk baits are the 
most challenging to use 
but can be eff ective in any 
season.

Anglers interested in 
trying to fi sh with live bait 
should use large hooks, 
4/0 or larger. Some anglers 
simply allow 8 or 12-inch 
suckers, shad, or carp to 
swim free below the boat. 
Combining this method 
while casting artifi cial lures 
can be very eff ective.

Muskies are commonly 
caught in lakes by troll-
ing deep water with large 
crankbaits, spoons, and 
inline spinners. Be sure to 
carry a large net with you 

as well as long nosed pli-
ers, jaw spreaders, hook 
cutters, and hook resistant 
gloves.

Muskies prefer cool, 
clear lakes with abundant 
vegetation or long pool 
areas of rivers near fallen 
trees and other submerged 
structures. Th ey prefer wa-
ter temperatures ranging 
from 62°F – 75°F. Water 
temperatures up to 89°F 
can be stressfully tolerated, 
but musky stop feeding 
at 84°F. During the sum-
mer musky can be found 
seeking refuge where the 
water is cooler. When this 
behavior is observed, it is 
recommended to avoid tar-
geting these fi sh as they are 
stressed due to warming 
water temperatures.

In Virginia, Muskies 
spawn in early spring at 
the end of March through 
April when waters reach 

50°F to 60°F. Sexual ma-
turity is reached at three to 
fi ve years of age. Eggs are 
fertilized by one to three 
males and broadcast over 
aquatic vegetation, leaf 
mats or gravel bottoms in 
shallow bays and coves of 
lakes, or in slack pools or 
backwaters above or below 
riffl  es in rivers. Females 
release 10,000 to 250,000 
eggs depending on the size.

Most musky popula-
tions in reservoirs are main-
tained through stocking. 
Some rivers like the James 
River and the New River 
are maintained through 
natural reproduction.

Musky are not believed 
to be native to Virginia. 
Th e fi rst stocking of Mus-
kellunge occurred in the 
New River in 1963.  Since 
then more resources were 
added to the list of stocked 
waters or occupied by both 

stocked and self-sustaining 
populations.

Initially, hatchery 
musky were imported from 
New York, Pennsylvania, 
West Virginia, and Tennes-
see. Our current stocked 
muskies are considered 
advanced fi ngerlings and 
range in size from eight 
to12 inches.

Th ese fi sh are incred-
ibly challenging and costly 
to raise. Department of 
Wildlife Resources staff  
begin the process of rearing 
musky in March and April. 
Biologists and hatchery 
staff  work together to col-
lect both male and female 
musky from the James 
River. Th ese brood fi sh are 
then shipped to the Vic 
Th omas hatchery. Brood 
fi sh are held for three days 
and are checked for ripe-
ness. Typically 150,000–
200,000 eggs are harvest-
ed, fertilized, and shipped 
to the Buller

Fish Hatchery. Buller 
hatchery staff  monitor 
the eggs closely until they 
hatch. Brood fi sh are then 
returned to the river from 
where they were collected.

Once hatched, the 
musky fry are stocked into 
ponds at Buller as well as 
Front Royal Fish Hatchery. 
Th e fry feed on plankton, 
insects, and small min-
nows. Musky are incred-
ibly carnivorous. If min-
nows run short, they will 
cannibalize their brothers 
and sisters. Hatchery staff  
continue to monitor the 
ponds throughout the 
summer. In the fall the 
ponds are drained and the 
fi ngerling musky are har-
vested, loaded onto stock-
ing trucks, and distributed 
to select resources.

BLACKSBURG – Mitch 
Harper, Alex Ribeiro, Ryan 
Kros, and Chase Bernstine's 
last home match for Virginia 

Tech men's tennis wrapped 
up in fi tting fashion for the 
four student-athletes Sunday 
afternoon, a 4-3 defeat of 

No. 36 Duke. 
Th e Hokies (9-6, 5-4 

ACC) had a good start to 
doubles with Senior Day 
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