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Chamber presents 2021 Women’s 
Leadership Awards at conference

Th e Montgomery County 
Chamber of Commerce held its 
eighth annual Women’s Leadership 
Conference virtually with over 120 
attendees.

Th e 2021 theme was “A Year for 
Recovery & Discovery,” encourag-
ing women to recognize the chal-
lenges over the last 14 months, 
to fi nd the positives, and to fi nd 
ways to move forward.  Th e virtual 
program was unique this year as it 
hosted a breakout session for young 
women ages 12-17 to examine ca-
reers and make decisions about 
their future.

Master of Ceremonies Amy 
Woods, the Chief Nursing Offi  cer 
at LewisGale Hospital Montgom-
ery, led the program and announced 
the 2021 Women’s Leadership 
Awards recipients.

Lateff a Smith of Community 
Housing Partners received the 
Community Builder Award.

Lane Stadium to be rockin’ 
at full capacity this fall

Virginia Tech says football games 
will have fans jumping to “Enter 
Sandman” this fall with plans for 
the stadium to be at full capacity.

Athletic offi  cials started allowing 
students to buy season tickets but are 
taking it one step at a time. A fi nal 
decision will depend on state and lo-
cal restrictions, if there are any, when 
the fi rst game kicks off  on Septem-
ber 3 against the UNC Tar Heels.

Student season tickets for both 
2021-22 football and men's basket-
ball are now available for purchase. 
At this time, student ticket orders are 
available for returning students only.
Tech Athletics remains hopeful that 
Hokie Nation can return to Lane 
Stadium and Cassell Coliseum in 
2021 while keeping the health and 
safety of Hokie student-athletes and 
fans in mind. 

In the meantime, athletics de-
partment staff  is hard at work as 
sanitization enhancements in Lane 
Stadium are ongoing. Th ey include 
the installation of over 200 hand 
sanitizing stations, contactless con-
cession options, and preparation for 
socially distanced seating and lines.
For the fi rst time, men's basketball 
season tickets will be available for 
purchase at the same time as foot-
ball. Th is includes a new football/
men's basketball combo package 
that provides students with a ticket 

Radford PD launches 
community survey on 
policing, crime, safety

Th e Radford City Police 
Department has launched 
a community survey seek-
ing opinions about the po-
lice department and about 
crime and safety in Rad-
ford neighborhoods.

Participation in the sur-
vey by Radford residents 
is voluntary but is encour-
aged by the department. 
According to the PD, the 
survey should take less 
than 30 minutes to com-
plete and there are no fore-
seeable risks or benefi ts to 
anyone who completes a 
survey form.

A department statement 
released about the survey 
said, “Understanding com-
munity views of the police 
is important for developing 
appropriate law enforce-
ment and social service re-
sponses to problems in the 
City of Radford, and for 
improving police-commu-
nity relations. All answers 
are anonymous and no in-
dividual responses will be 
identifi ed in any reports 
produced from the survey.”

Police Department 
Chief Jeff  Dodson said, 
“Across the country re-
cently, we have seen many 
communities suff ering 
from the erosion of trust 
between the community 
and their police agencies. 
Maintaining a high level of 

trust with our community 
requires that we listen and 
then be responsive to their 
concerns. Th is community 
survey allows our agency 
to better understand those 
needs and develop appro-
priate responses in address-
ing these concerns. Our 
goal is to ensure that we are 
delivering the most profes-
sional and highest quality 
of law enforcement service 
to our community here in 
Radford.”

Radford City utility 
customers will receive a let-
ter in their utility bill this 
month explaining the sur-
vey and where it can be 
found. Th e survey will be 
available on the following 
platforms and locations 
through May 31, 2021: 
the Radford City webpage: 
www.radfordva.gov,  the 
Radford City government 
Facebook page, and the 
Radford City Police De-
partment Facebook page.

Paper copies of the sur-
vey will be available for 
pickup at the following 
locations: the Radford City 
Police Department, 20 
Robertson Street, Radford; 
and the Radford University 
Police Department.

For any questions con-
cerning the survey and ac-
cessibility, email policein-
fo@radfordva.gov.

Governor partly 
rolls back Virginia 
mask mandate

Virginians will still 
need to wear masks 
indoors and at large, 
crowded events outside, 
but Gov. Ralph Northam 
amended his executive 
order Thursday to allow 
fully vaccinated people 
— meaning those who 
received their final CO-
VID-19 vaccine dose 
at least two weeks ear-
lier — to remove their 
masks outdoors in small 
gatherings, following 
new Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
guidelines.

“The CDC’s recom-
mendations underscore 
what we have said all 
along; vaccinations are 
the way we will put this 
pandemic behind us and 
get back to normal life,” 
Northam said in a state-
ment. “Our increasing 
vaccination rate and de-
creasing number of new 
COVID-19 cases has 
made it possible to ease 
mitigation measures in 
a thoughtful and mea-
sured manner. I encour-
age all Virginians who 
have not yet received the 
vaccine to make an ap-
pointment today.”

Northam’s mask man-
date — first affecting all 
Virginians ages 10 and 
older, and then lowered 
to age 5 — was put in 
place in late May 2020 
to curb the spread of 
COVID-19, following 
the CDC’s recommen-
dation.

With Thursday’s 
change, mask use is still 
required indoors and at 
crowded events like con-
certs, sporting events 
and graduation ceremo-
nies, the governor’s of-
fice said in a news re-
lease.

Northam, who previ-
ously announced some 
lifted restrictions begin-
ning May 15, moved up 
one change to go into 
effect immediately, al-
lowing up to 1,000 peo-
ple to attend outdoor 
recreational sporting 
events. The news release 
said that Northam ex-
pects further rollbacks 
by mid-June as long as 
health metrics and vacci-
nation continue to prog-
ress positively.

Virginia’s and other 
states’ masking poli-
cies heavily influenced 
life across the nation 
over the past year. Some 
businesses in Virginia 
were shut down after 
repeatedly violating 
the mandate, and state 
Sen. Amanda Chase was 
forced to sit in a Plexi-
glass cubicle during state 
senate sessions because 
she refused to wear a 
mask. However, health 
officials and Northam 
have attributed Virgin-
ia’s relatively low CO-
VID rates compared to 
other states to its mask 
mandate and other safe-
ty precautions.

Although some gov-
ernors have completely 
rescinded masking man-
dates in recent weeks, 
others have taken more 
cautious approaches. 
Maryland Gov. Larry 
Hogan declared this 
week that Marylanders 
did not need to wear 
masks outdoors except 
for in large ticketed 
venues and on public 
transit, a similar policy 
to Northam’s. Washing-
ton, D.C. Mayor Muriel 
Bowser also released new Story, the Radford Public Library's Saint Francis Service 

Dog-in-training, will be taking her test soon to become 
a full-fledged service dog.

Story, the Library’s Saint Francis Service 
Dog-in-training, nears testing milestone

RADFORD - Story, 
the Radford Public Li-
brary’s St. Francis Service 
Dog-in-training, turned 
one year old in March 
and is halfway fi nished 
with her training jour-
ney before she heads to a 
home to be in service to a 
person who needs her. 

“She is coming to the 
end of her intermedi-
ate training, and she'll 
be tested by designated 
Saint Francis Service Dog 
(SFSD) staff  on these 
skills to ensure that she 
can consistently follow 
the necessary commands 
and skills needed of her,” 
the library announced.

“SFSD dogs are usu-
ally involved in training 
for the fi rst two years 
of their lives before be-
ing matched with their 
partners. As a volunteer 
with SFSD, a library staff  
member will continue to 
work with Story until the 
next step. Story has ben-

efi tted from the attention 
and socialization from all 
library staff , and we've 
had so much fun spend-
ing time with her. We'll 
keep our patrons posted 
on Story's next chapter.”

Story recently went on 
a tour of spots of interest 
to test her skills and man-
ners.

Saint Francis Service 
Dogs is a non-profi t or-
ganization whose purpose 
is to help children and 
adults with disabilities be-
come more independent 
and self-suffi  cient through 
partnership with a pro-
fessionally trained ser-
vice dog and to promote 
"the use and acceptance 
of service dogs through 
public and professional 
education, providing ad-
vocacy for service dog 
partners, and supporting 
the growth of the service 
dog industry on a nation-
al level,” according to the 
SFSD website.

to all home games except for bas-
ketball break games. 

New this year is the inclusion of 
a Student Hokie Club membership 
($25 gift) during the order process. 
Students will be asked to make one 
gift for their membership; thus stu-
dents who have already made their 
$25 Student Hokie Club gift for 
the 2021-22 membership year will 
not be asked to make a second gift.
Football only tickets are available 
for $150, which includes all fees as 
well as a $25 Student Hokie Club 
Gift. Men's basketball only tickets 
are available for $170, which in-
cludes all fees as well as a $25 Stu-
dent Hokie Club Gift. A combo 
pack of football and men's basket-

ball is available for $285, which in-
cludes all fees as well as a $25 Stu-
dent Hokie Club Gift.

Th e deadline to order for return-
ing students is the fi nal day of ex-
ams on May 14.

Tickets are available while sup-
plies last, and limited quantities will 
be available for men's basketball 
and the combo pack. Should capac-
ity in either venue be limited due 
to COVID-19 restrictions, student 
season-ticket holders and Student 
Hokie Club members will receive 
priority over the general student 
population.

Student seating in both Cassell 
Coliseum and Lane Stadium is now 
general admission.

See Chamber, page 3

See Mandate, page 4

Montgomery County Chamber Executive Director Sharon Scott (left) 
presents the Woman Business Leader Award to Nanci Hardwick.
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PETS-OF-THE-WEEK
At this time, visits to the Animal Care and Adoption Center are limited to one 

party at a time in the lobby area. Animal areas are not open to the public. To schedule 
an appointment to meet a prospective pet call (540) 382-5795 or email animalcen-
ter@montgomerycountyva.gov.

Fluff ball Coop can be a purrty shy gal 
at times and may need a moment to 
get acclimated in a new home. She 
currently lives in a community cat room 
at the Animal Care and Adoption Center 
with other felines. In the past, she has 
also lived with a small dog. Coop is 
housetrained and loves being indoors.

Fat Boy Slim is not an award winning 
musician/DJ, but he could earn a nomination 
for best go-with-the-flow kind of dog. Few 
things affect him, and he’s not one to 
exhibit high energy. When it suits him, 
he’ll play with toys and stuffed animals. 
He would do best in a home without small 
children or other dogs.

Name: _________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________

City: _____________________State: ___________Zip: ___________ 

Telephone: ______________________________________________      

Check Enclosed _____ or call (304) 647-5724 to pay by credit card

Mail to:  Circulation Department, NEWS MESSENGER, 
P.O. BOX 429, Lewisburg, WV  24901 or call us at (304) 647-5724. 

SUBSCRIPTION TO NEWS MESSENGER
Subscribe online at montcova.com or mail to address below

PRINT ONLY

Yearly Print Only Subscription 
$44.00 Radford    $53.00 Virginia

$57.00 Out of State

DIGITAL ONLY
DIGITAL

& PRINT
One Year 

Digital Subscription 
$29.00

Yearly Print & Digital 
Subscription

$72.00

YOUR LOCAL NEWS

JUST THE WAY YOU LIKE IT!

Wednesday, May 5:

Talking About Books
At the Christiansburg 

Library from 11 a.m. until 
noon. To be discussed is 
“Caste: Th e Origins of our 
Discontents,” by Isabel 
Wilkerson.

And at the Meadow-
brook Public Library from 
5 p.m. until 6 p.m. To be 
discussed is “Woman of 
Troublesome Creek,” by 
Kim Richardson. Call to 
reserve a copy.

Th ursday, May 6:

Growing Your Garden 
Join for a demonstra-

tion and discussion on 
plant propagation, grow-
ing more plants through 
cuttings. VT Alumna Ash-
ley Appling ’12 will be the 
guide. Appling has a mas-
ter's degree in horticulture 
and serves as the agricul-
ture and natural resources 
agent for Virginia Coop-
erative Extension. She is 
housed in the Culpeper 
Extension Offi  ce and 
serves Culpeper, Madison, 
and Orange counties.

She’ll share her expert 
advice, take questions, 
and hear from you about 
your experiences as home 
gardeners. Register at: 
https://aimsbbis.vt.edu/
chapter-cheers-garden.

American Legion meeting
Harvey-Howe-Carper 

American Legion Post 30 
will meet at 7 p.m. at the 
VFW Post 776 on 102 
Watts St. in Radford. For 
further information, call 
250-2283 or 239-9864.

Saturday, May 8:

Virtual Pet Show and 
Tell

At the Montgomery 
Floyd Regional Library 

Online at 11 a.m. A 
chance to show off  your 
pet. All pets are welcome: 
cats, dogs, bunnies, hors-
es, rodents, fi sh, amphibi-
ans, reptiles, insects, what-
ever. No prizes except for 
sharing the joy of having a 
pet. All ages are welcome.

Join in virtually for 
this program on Go-to-
Meeting. Registration is 
required and space is lim-
ited.  Participants will be 
emailed a link to the ses-
sion one day before the 
program. Email spahl@
mfrl.org to register.

Saturday, May 8 and 
Sunday, May 9:

Plein Air Journaling
At historic Smithfi eld 

Plantation in Blacksburg 
from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. 
Participants will work 
with local artists Gerri 
Young and Matt Gentry 
to learn how to journal 
with watercolor (or the 
medium of choice) on 
site. Th e workshop is suit-
able for beginner to inter-
mediate painters, ages 15 
and up. Th e fee is $15, 
and the class is limited to 
15 students. For more in-
formation or registration, 
email kjewell@historic-
smithfi eld.org.

Monday, May 10:

STEM Club
Montgomery Floyd Re-

gional Library online at 
1 p.m. Please pick up the 
activity materials May 5 
through May 10. Email 
shodges@mfrl.org for any 
questions.

Tuesday, May 11:

Sons of Confederate Vet-
erans meeting

Th e Sons of Confeder-
ate Veterans, Stuart Horse 

Artillery Camp 1784, will 
meet at 7 p m. at Aly's 
Family Italian Restau-
rant at 3204 Riner Road 
in Christiansburg. Dana 
Jackson will give a review 
of the new book, "Patriots 
Twice," by Samuel Hood. 
Members of the United 
Daughters of the Confed-
eracy (UDC) are invited 
to attend. For further in-
formation, call 540-320-
4315 or 540-239-9864.

Talking About Books: 
Nonfi ction Virtual

At the Blacksburg Li-
brary from 11 a.m. until 
noon. To be discussed is 
“Th e Feather Th ief,” by 
Kirk Wallace Johnson. 
Call ahead to reserve a 
copy and learn more.

Wednesday, May 12:

Hahn Horticulture Gar-
den Virtual Road Trip

At 2 p.m. from the 
Wisconsin Arboretum 
with VT alumnus David 
Stevens. Register online 
and a zoom link will be 
provided: https://virgin-
iatech.qualtrics.com/jfe/
form/SV_cumxRA4Mec-
96guy.

Chair Yoga for every-
body: Virtual

From 2:00 p.m. to 2:30 
p.m. at the Blacksburg Li-
brary. Join Rachel for 20 
minutes of chair yoga, a 
perfect practice for any-
time you want a break but 
can't leave your seat.

 
Going Out Green
At 3 p.m. at the Mont-

gomery Floyd Regional 
Library online. Learn 
about environmentally 
friendly burial options 
from Funeral Consumers 
Alliance of the Virginia 
Blue Ridge.  Email Kerri 
at kcopus@mfrl.org to 

register. 
 
Evening Book Talk: Vir-

tual Meeting
From 6:30 p.m. until 

7:30 p.m. at the Chris-
tiansburg Library. To be 
discussed is "A Woman of 
No Importance," by Sonia 
Purnell.

Th ursday, May 13:

Radford Army Ammu-
nition Plant community 
meeting

Th e Radford Army 
Ammunition Plant 
(RFAAP) will hold its 
next Commander's 
Community Meeting 
from 6 to 8 p.m. at the 
Christiansburg Library. 
Due to COVID-19 re-
strictions, seating is very 
limited. Th e event will be 
broadcast on Facebook 
Live from the Radford 
Army Ammunition Plant 
Facebook page. Th ese 
meetings are open to the 
public and are an op-
portunity to learn about 
the plant's moderniza-
tion and environmental 
projects. Environmen-
tal compliance and cor-
rective actions will be 
among the topics dis-
cussed.

Friday, May 14 and 
Saturday, May 15:

Lifeguard Training Re-
certifi cation

Christiansburg Aquatic 
Center; 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 
p.m. on Friday and 8:00 
a.m. until noon on Satur-
day. Th e cost is $100.

Tuesday, May 18:

Dungeons & Dragons
At 4:30 p.m., join the 

Radford Public Library’s 
very fi rst Dungeons & 
Dragons adventure, a one-

shot adventure for level 1 
characters. To participate 
message the RPL on Face-
book or email duncan.
hall@radfordva.gov.

Th ursday, May 20 
through Friday, May 28:

Blended learning life-
guard training

Christiansburg Aquatic 
Center

May 20 from 5:30 p.m. 
until 7:30 p.m.: Pre-Test.

May 21 through May 
26: Video portion of the 
training

May 27-28: 8:00 a.m. 
until 5:00 p.m.

Th e cost is $200.

Monday, May 24:

Radford Chamber of 
Commerce Golf Tourna-
ment: Birdies, Bogeys, and 
Business

At the Pete Dye River 
Course at VT with Cap-
tain's Choice shotgun at 
1 p.m. Registration and 
lunch starts at 11:30 p.m. 
Th e awarding of prizes 
via social media is at 6:00 
p.m.

Contests include Hole 
in One and Closest to the 
Pin with $200 prizes. Th e 
team registration fee is 
$350 per team. Email rad-
fordchamber@govt.com 
to be emailed a registra-
tion form.

Wednesday, May 26:

Hahn Horticulture Gar-
den Virtual Road Trip

At 2:00 p.m. from Lo-
tusland with Paul Mills 
and Rebecca Anderson. 
Register online for these 
talks and a zoom link will 
be provided: https://vir-
giniatech.qualtrics.com/
jfe/form/SV_cumxRA-
4Mec96guy. 

Ongoing:

Th rough May 14:

Young Chef: Ingredient 
challenge

All day at the Mont-
gomery Floyd Regional 
Library online. Calling all 
young chefs to challenge 
their creativity by making a 
meal with spring peas, ba-
sil, and any kind of cheese 
(including vegan). Th ey 
can add more ingredients 
to their recipe(s) but the 
meal must include all the 
ingredients listed. Please 
submit a photo and recipes 
by May 14. Email shodg-
es@mfrl.org for further 
questions and for submis-
sion.

All month of May
 
Story Walk
All the month of May, 

at the Christiansburg Li-
brary. Exercise your brain 
and body as you read and 
walk the trail. Begin at the 
library College Street en-
trance of Downtown Park. 
Th is month's book is "If 
You Give a Pig a Pancake."

Grab-and-Go Crafts
All day at the Mead-

owbrook Public Library. 
Drop by the library for 
Take-and-Make Craft 
Kits, available for grab-
and-go at the library or 
with curbside pickup. Th e 
kits are free but supplies 
are limited.

Each Saturday through 
October:

Radford Farmers Market
Th e Radford Farmers 

Market will be held each 
Saturday through October 
30, from 9:00 a.m. until 
1:00 p.m. in the New River 
Valley Community Services 
(the Old Wade’s parking 
lot) on West Main Street.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Blacksburg High School juniors Joe Bowen (left) and Mason Lattimer hosted the 
four Campus Tour video broadcast segments produced to represent BHS.

Blacksburg High students produce Campus Tour broadcasts
Kim Radford’s dual 

enrollment sports and 
entertainment manage-
ment class has produced  
a series of broadcasts 
called Campus Tour by 
Reach and Teach, the 
aim of which is to pro-
vide students hands-on 
activities incorporating 
business and marketing 
concepts while practic-
ing teamwork, commu-
nication, and network-
ing.

Participation in the 
project could also mean 
an educational grant for 
the school.

To complete Cam-
pus Tour, the class was 
divided into 5 teams: 
planning and logistics 

with Joe Bowen, Alexis 
Snyder, and Tyler White; 
public relations with 
Mark Frimpong and 
Tate Harrison; graphic 
design with Sophia Mc-
Grady Robert Cowan, 
and Gerald Skenderian; 
marketing with Saman-
tha Skinner, Mason 
Lattimer, and Ethan St. 
Martin; and budgeting 
with Luke Boyle and 
Ryan Lachenal.

Each team was del-
egated specific tasks to 
complete that culminat-
ed in four video broad-
cast segments to repre-
sent Blacksburg High 
School: “Faculty Flex,” 
“I’m Weak,” “Challenge

Accepted,” and “Are 

You Sure?” BHS juniors 
Joe Bowen and Mason 
Lattimer hosted the seg-
ments.

Faculty Flex features 
a pushup competition 
with BHS teachers Doug 
Day, Eddie Sloss, and 
Eric Morgan. The other 
segments consist of fun 
activities students com-
pleted with strategic 
goals and objectives in 
mind.

Radford said she was 
proud of the progress her 
class made on this proj-
ect in the current learn-
ing environment.

“The kids have 
worked really hard on 

See Tours, page 5
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Spring 
Leagues

Now 
Forming!

SPRING LEAGUE 
BONUS BUCKS:

  BUY $50, GET $10
BUY $20, GET $3
BUY $10, GET $1

Call 382-5525 and 
ask for Amanda or Terry

Th e Emerging Leader 
Award was presented to 
Tessa Wright of First Bank 
& Trust Company.

Receiving the Spirit 
Award was Rhonda Whal-
ing of LewisGale Hospital 
Montgomery.

Nanci Hardwick of 
Meld Manufacturing Cor-
poration was named the 
Woman Business Leader 
of the Year.

New River Health Dis-
trict Director Dr. Noelle 
Bissell was the chamber’s 
2021 Woman of the Year.

“We encourage and 
support female leaders in 
our business, non-profi ts, 
civic and government 
leadership who make de-
cisions aff ecting our busi-
ness community,” said 
Chamber Board Chair-
man Henry Bass. “Since 
2015, we have developed 
themes that refl ect the 

professional development 
needs of our local leaders. 
We know through research 
that the pandemic has 
more adversely impacted 
women than men, and 
women of color have been 
aff ected even greater.”

Nneka Logan, Ph.D., 
an associate professor in 
the School of Communi-
cations in the College of 
Liberal Arts and Human 
Sciences at Virginia Tech, 
was the keynote speaker 
this year. She shared her 
insights as to what recovery 
looks like and how women 
can move forward with a 
plan of action aimed at dis-
covering new approaches to 
work, family, and self-care.

Robyn Jones, Chamber 
board member and the 
Chief Operating Offi  cer of 
Joba, noted, “We had ten 
outstanding local leaders 
who led breakout sessions 

Chamber from page 1

Chamber Treasurer Kelly Kendrick (left), Assistant 
Vice President of First Bank & Trust Company, joins 
Emerging Leader Award winner Tessa Wright, who is 
also with the First Bank & Trust Company.

and participated in panels 
to encourage and support 
attendees.”

Several other leading 
women in the community 
presented to the confer-
ence, including Danylle 
Kunkle, Ph.D., Associate 
Professor at Radford Uni-
versity; Sara Yun, Board 
Certifi ed Hypnotherapist 
and Yoga Instructor, Neu-
rolinguistic Programming 
Coach, Licensed Massage 
Th erapist, and owner of 
Yun Yoga and Hypno-
therapy; Amy Pruden, 
Ph.D., W. Th omas Rice 
Professor in Civil Engi-
neering and Environmen-
tal Engineering at VT and 
former Associate Dean of 
Interdisciplinary Graduate 
Education in the Gradu-
ate School; and Megan 
Atkinson, local educator 
and Leadership New River 
Valley graduate.

Marianne Washington 
of Movement Mortgage 
and a board member who 
served on the 2021 plan-
ning committee said, 
“Planning a conference 
during a pandemic is chal-
lenging. We waited until 

April in hopes that the 
COVID cases would be 
lower and vaccinations 
would be higher, allowing 
us to meet in person pos-
sibly. When this did not 
happen, we moved for-
ward with our virtual plan 
with a goal of 120 attend-
ees, and we met that goal.” 

Aaron Harris-Kirby, 
Past Chamber Board 
Chair, indicated she “be-
lieves the program will be 
in person in 2022, and 
we can exceed the 250 at-
tendee mark.” Th e cham-
ber has contracted with 
author Amy Herman to be 
the keynote speaker.

Chamber Executive Di-
rector Sharon Scott said 
about the conference, “Our 
goal is to keep the cost of 
this vital program aff ord-
able. LewisGale Hospital 
Montgomery has been a 
huge supporter of this pro-
gram with a sponsorship 
at the highest level. We are 
so appreciative of the local 
business community that 
recognizes the contribu-
tions of women and the 
value they add to our com-
munity.”

In addition to Lew-
isGale Hospital Mont-
gomery, other companies 
sponsoring the conference 
were Pointe West Man-
agement, First Bank & 
Trust Company, Th e Or-
ange Bandana, Carilion 
New River Valley Medical 
Center, Coldwell Banker 
Townside Realtors, Eng-
lish Meadows of Blacks-
burg, First & Main, Free-
dom First Credit Union, 
Hurt & Proffi  tt, National 
Bank of Blacksburg, 

Servpro of Montgom-
ery and Pulaski counties, 
American National Bank 
& Trust company, Auto-
mation Creations, Inc., 
and Budget Blinds. 

Th e Montgomery 
County Chamber of Com-
merce serves Blacksburg, 
Christiansburg, and all of 
Montgomery County. Th e 
chamber supports approxi-
mately 600 local businesses 
through marketing, educa-
tional, and network-build-
ing opportunities

A robotic pedestrian used for sensor testing gets ready to cross a street on the 
Virginia Smart Roads.

National search launched to 
fi nd VTTI’s next executive director 

A national search has 
been launched to recruit 
the next executive direc-
tor of the Virginia Tech 
Transportation Institute 
(VTTI).

Th e transportation in-
stitute executive director 
will oversee the university’s 

largest research institute, 
which is conducting more 
than 300 current research 
projects in partnership 
with more than 100 public 
and private organizations 
to improve transportation 
safety nationally and glob-
ally. VTTI exceeded $50 

million in externally spon-
sored awards in fi scal year 
2020 and historically ac-
counts for 12-15 percent 
of sponsored research at 
Virginia Tech.

Th e executive director 
will also become the new 
president of VTT LLC, a 

PHOTO COURTESY OF AMANDA GHOBADI 
Virginia Tech Building Construction Alumna Kathryn 
Hart stands in front of a construction project. 

Virginia Tech alumna builds online 
community for women in construction

With women compris-
ing only 10 percent of 
people working in con-
struction, it may seem 
diffi  cult for young, female 
professionals entering the 
construction fi eld to fi nd 
their voice.

Th at's why Kathryn 
Hart, a 2016 alumna from 
the Myers-Lawson School 
of Construction, a joint 
venture between the Col-
lege of Architecture and 
Urban Studies and the 
College of Engineering, 
created Space to Build, 
an online community for 
women in construction to 
network, share, and grow 
with each other.

Space to Build brings 
its community together 
through various platforms 
including an active Insta-
gram page of nearly 1,000 
followers. It also features 
a podcast that has been 
downloaded and streamed 

in 22 diff erent countries 
and features weekly inter-
views and casual discus-
sions with women in the 
fi elds of architecture, engi-
neering, and construction.

“Women on construc-
tion sites can easily feel 
isolated and miss having 
another woman to go to 
for advice or support,” 
Hart said. “Th at is not to 
say we don’t appreciate our 
male co-workers who have 
supported and mentored 
us because we do. Th ere 
are just situations where 
having another female’s 
perspective makes more 
sense.”

Space to Build provides 
resources for young female 
professionals in construc-
tion. Th ey learn from 
other professionals who 
share their experience with 
diffi  cult or unexpected 
situations in the fi eld. Th e 
community also celebrates 

each other’s victories and 
accomplishments like 
earning internships and 
developing female-positive 
curriculums about con-
struction for parents to 
share with their children.

Growing and main-
taining her community 
has not been easy as Hart 
juggles Space to Build 
along with her full-time 
job as a superintendent 
for a general contractor 
in Northern Virginia and 
as the Northeast Region 
Professional Development 
and Education Chair for 
the National Association 
of Women in Construc-
tion. However, she fi nds 
the spark of motivation 
to keep moving forward 
as she receives an infl ux 
of touching success sto-
ries from young women in 
the community who feel 
like they have been given 
permission to pursue the 

things that they're interest-
ed in in the construction 
industry. Hart has always 
known the importance of 
peer support in construc-
tion ever since she was a 
student at Virginia Tech.

Much of Hart’s success 
is from the building con-
struction program’s focus 
on collaboration. Projects 
and presentations from 
students are often reviewed 
by outside industry profes-
sionals, and underclassmen 
are encouraged to provide 
feedback on senior projects 
as well.

Hart parallels this col-
laborative attitude with 
how the construction fi eld 
operates. Along with the 
abundant networking op-
portunities, Hart believes 
that this is what sets Vir-
ginia Tech’s construction 
program apart.

Hart’s bold ideas con-
tinue in Space to Build as 

she plans to expand and 
innovate in the near future 
with hopes of migrating 
her social media commu-
nity to a new platform that 
will provide chat function-
ality and other opportuni-
ties for people to directly 
connect with each other. 
Expanding on the podcast, 

Hart is working to collabo-
rate with other podcasters 
to produce a construction 
miniseries. Hart is also 
looking to host webinars 
and events with special 
guest speakers and panel 
discussions.

-- Written by Jared Cole

$5 million annual universi-
ty-affi  liated research corpo-
ration running the Global 
Center for Automotive 
Performance Simulation in 
Halifax County, Va.

Th e new transportation 
institute executive director 
will replace Tom Dingus, 
who has led VTTI for 
25 years and recently an-
nounced his plans to re-
turn to the faculty.

Stefan Duma, executive 
director of Virginia Tech’s 
Institute for Critical Tech-
nology and Applied Sci-
ence, will chair the search 
committee. Th e search 
committee members are

Dennis Dean, universi-
ty distinguished professor 
in biochemistry, College 
of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences. 

Elizabeth Hooper, di-
rector of the state Offi  ce 
of Government Relations.

Ron Fricker, interim 
dean, College of Science 
and statistics professor.

Pascha Gerni, chief fi -
nance and administration 
offi  cer, VTTI.

Eric Glenn, senior re-
search specialist, VTTI.

Raymond Major, as-
sociate professor, business 
information technology, 
Pamplin College of Busi-
ness.

Cathy McGhee, direc-
tor of research and in-
novation for the Virginia 
Transportation Research 
Council.

Miguel Perez, associate 
professor, biomedical en-
gineering and mechanics, 
the College of Engineer-
ing and group leader, data 
engineering, VTTI.

Hesham Rakha, Samuel 
Reynolds Pritchard Profes-
sor of Engineering, Charles 
E. Via Jr. Department of 

Civil and Environmental 
Engineering, College of 
Engineering; director of 
the Center for Sustainable 
Mobility, VTTI.

Don Taylor, executive 
vice provost, Offi  ce of the 
Executive Vice President 
and Provost.

Brandy Salmon, associ-
ate vice president, Inno-
vation and Partnerships, 
LINK + LICENSE + 
LAUNCH.

Susan Soccolich, re-
search associate, VTTI.

Eileen Van Aken, chair, 
Grado Department of In-
dustrial and Systems En-
gineering, College of En-
gineering.

Yang Zhang, associate 
professor, School of Public 
and International Aff airs.

Th e Division of Human 
Resources’s Talent Acqui-
sition team will assist with 
the search.
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OPINION

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Prevents harm to young
 5. “Losing My Religion” 
rockers
 8. Partner to pan
11. Cavalry unit
13. Peyton’s little brother
14. Mexican dish
15. Disseminates info to 
the public
16. Set an animal on
17. Canadian fl yers
18. Elongated mouths of 
anthropods
20. I (German)
21. Opposite of west
22. Glows
25. Measures how quickly 
a car moves
30. One who has gained 
wealth

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

31. Patti Hearst’s captors
32. Extensive landed 
property
33. Male aristocrat
38. For each
41. More fi dgety
43. Very happy
45. A place to store info
47. Helps to heal
49. 12th month (abbr.)
50. Broad, shallow craters
55. Nocturnal S. American 
rodent
56. Frost
57. Ethiopian town
59. Curved shapes
60. Company that rings 
receipts
61. Spiritual leader 
62. Sheep native to Sweden
63. Cars need it

64. Partner to relaxation
CLUES DOWN
 1. Scientist’s high-resolution 
tool (abbr.)
 2. Type of school
 3. Formal close (music)
 4. Transmits high voltage
 5. A way to occupy a certain 
area
 6. Draws out
 7. His Airness
 8. Nocturnal rodents
 9. South American plants
10. Homestead
12. Bland or semiliquid food
14. Forest resident
19. The body needs it
23. Atomic mass unit (abbr.)
24. Spell
25. Relaxing place
26. Political fundraising tool

27. Make a mistake
28. Partner to Adam
29. Tyrant
34. Unit of electrical resistance
35. A history of one’s life
36. Actor DiCaprio
37. Sea eagle
39. Avoiding being caught
40. __ de Mornay, actress
41. Belonging to a thing
42. Not us
44. Motorcars
45. Capital of Bangladesh
46. Ancient Greek sophist
47. Practice boxing
48. __ Grant, actor
51. Swiss river
52. S. Sudan river
53. A bumpkin
54. One point south of southwest
58. Small island (British)

WalletHub: Virginia among best states for working moms
With Mother’s Day around 

the corner and mothers re-
gaining jobs lost due to CO-
VID-19 at a faster rate than 
fathers, the personal-finance 
website WalletHub has re-
leased its report on 2021’s Best 
and Worst States for Working 
Moms. Virginia came in at 
No. 12 among the 50 states 
and the District of Columbia.

Women make up nearly 
half of the U.S. workforce, 
and nearly 66% of moms with 
children under age 18 were 
working in 2020, according 
to WalletHub. That’s natural-
ly been impacted by the CO-

VID-19 pandemic, though. 
Mothers were initially dispro-
portionately impacted by job 
losses compared to fathers, 
and while they have also re-
gained jobs at faster rates, un-
employment has not returned 
to pre-pandemic levels, the 
website said.

Even during non-pandemic 
times, says WalletHub, work-
ing moms still face an uphill 
battle in the workplace as 
their average hourly wage is 
only 85% of what men make 
and only 6% of S&P 500 
companies’ chief executives 
are women. Such obvious in-

equality brings up not just 
financial questions but also 
deeply ingrained social issues. 
For instance, should women 
have to choose between career 
and family?

To determine the best 
and worst states for working 
moms, WalletHub compared 
the 50 states and the District 
of Columbia across three key 
dimensions: 1) Child Care, 
2) Professional Opportunities 
and 3) Work-Life Balance and 
then those dimensions using 
the following relevant metrics: 
1. Day-Care quality 2. Child-
Care costs 3. Pediatricians 

per capita 4. School-System 
quality (based on WalletHub’s 
“States with the Best and Worst 
School Systems” ranking 5. 
Share of nationally accredited 
child care centers 6. Number 
of childcare workers per total 
number of children 7. Gender 
pay gap (women’s earnings as a 
percentage of men’s.) 8. Ratio 
of female executives to male 
executives 9. Median women’s 
salary 10. Share of working 
women living with economic 
security 11. Share of families 
in poverty (“Families” include 
single mothers with children 
aged 0 to 17.) 12. female un-

employment rate 13. gender-
representation gap in diff erent 
economic sectors (the absolute 
diff erence between the share 
of female employees and male 
employees). 14. WalletHub’s 
“Best States for Working from 
Home” ranking 15. Parental-
leave policy 16. Average length 
of a woman’s work week (in 
hours) 17. Women’s average 
commute time (in minutes).

According to WalletHub’s 
survey, the top five places for 
working moms were 1. Mas-
sachusetts 2. District of Co-
lumbia 3. Connecticut 4. Ver-
mont 5. Minnesota.

Va’s gas prices keep going up
Virginia’s gas prices 

rose 2.5 cents per gallon 
in the past week, averag-
ing $2.74/g today, ac-
cording to GasBuddy's 
daily survey of 4,081 
stations in Virginia.

Gas prices in Virginia 
are 1.1 cents per gallon 
higher than a month ago 
and stand $1.05/g high-
er than a year ago.

According to Gas-

Buddy price reports, the 
cheapest station in Vir-
ginia is priced at $2.35/g 
today while the most ex-
pensive is $3.49/g, a dif-
ference of $1.14/g.

The national average 
price of gasoline has ris-
en 0.7 cents per gallon in 
the last week, averaging 
$2.89/g today. The na-
tional average is up 1.8 
cents per gallon from a 

month ago and stands 
$1.13/g higher than a 
year ago.

"The nation's gas 
prices perked up again 
last week as oil prices 
advanced to fresh multi-
year highs on COVID 
improvements overseas 
and the switch to sum-
mer gasoline, which is 
basically now complete," 
said Patrick De Haan, 

head of petroleum analy-
sis for GasBuddy.

"Last week saw the 
national average hit 
its highest level in two 
years, and with contin-
ued recovery in gasoline 
demand, the increase in 
price is likely to con-
tinue into the future,” 
De Haan said. “Ameri-
cans may now want to 
brace themselves for the 

possibility of a $3/gal 
national average in the 
weeks ahead, as demand 
remains strong as Ameri-
cans take to the roads.

”Th e question going 
forward is how much 
demand will continue 
to recover and rise. Will 
it lead to record sum-
mer gasoline demand? 
We indeed may see some 
weeks with new records 
as Americans get in their 
cars this summer, but the 
question is how many 
will do so? Th at will de-
termine how much high-

er prices will go."
GasBuddy is the au-

thoritative voice for 
gas prices and the only 
source for station-level 
data spanning nearly 
two decades. GasBud-
dy's survey updates 288 
times every day from 
the most diverse list of 
sources covering nearly 
150,000 stations nation-
wide, the most compre-
hensive and up-to-date 
in the country. GasBud-
dy data is accessible at 
http://FuelInsights.Gas-
Buddy.com.

Teacher Appreciation Week 
continues through Friday

The governor’s self-
proclaimed Teacher Ap-
preciation Week in the 
commonwealth contin-
ues through Friday, May 
7.

As part of the ob-
servance, Gov. Ralph 
Northam is encouraging 
all Virginians to partici-
pate by sending person-
alized thank-you notes to 
recognize educators for 
their service and dedica-
tion to students.

This year’s sixth an-
nual Thank-a-Teacher 
campaign, sponsored by 
the Virginia Lottery in 
partnership with the Vir-
ginia Parent Teacher As-
sociation (PTA) and The 
Supply Room, celebrates 
the important role of 
teachers in Virginia and 
highlights the talent of 
young artists by featur-
ing student artwork on 
each thank-you note.

“While this school 
year looks unlike any 
other, one thing remains 
the same: Teachers are 
the driving force in 

equipping our children 
with the knowledge, 
skills, and mindsets nec-
essary for success,” said 
the governor. “Virginia’s 
teachers have risen to the 
challenges presented by 
the pandemic, and dur-
ing Teacher Appreciation 
Week we have a special 
opportunity to show 
them our gratitude.

“I encourage Virgin-
ians across the common-
wealth to join us in rec-
ognizing all those who 
are investing their time 
and talent to ensure ev-
ery student is served eq-
uitably and shaping the 
lives of our future lead-
ers in more creative ways 
than ever before.”

More than 100,000 
thank-you cards have 
been sent to Virginia 
teachers during the first 
five years of the cam-
paign. To send a digital 
thank-you note or to 
request hard-copy notes 
for your school, visit 
thankateacherva.com. 
Hard-copy notes also are 
available through partici-
pating PTA chapters and 
at all Virginia Lottery 
customer service centers. 
Digital and hard-copy 
thank-you notes may be 
sent to teachers through 
Friday, May 7.

Qualifying teachers 
who receive a thank-you 
note can enter a drawing 
for a chance to win one 
of two Virginia vacations 
from the Virginia Lot-
tery and $5,000 in credit 
for their school from 
The Supply Room.

For the fourth year in a 
row, the thank-you notes 
feature the beautiful de-
signs of three student 
artists selected through 
the Virginia Lottery’s 
“Thank a Teacher” Art 
Contest. The winning 
entries were created by 
Sarah Saravanan, a first-
grade student at Mc-
Nair Lower Elementary 
School in Fairfax Coun-
ty, Karmare Brownlee, 
an eighth-grade student 
at Tabb Middle School 
in York County, and An-
drew Gibson, a senior at 
Gretna High School in 
Pittsylvania County.

Each winning stu-
dent-artist received a 
$150 gift card from the 
Virginia Lottery. The art 
department at each win-
ner’s school also received 
$1,000 from the Virgin-
ia Lottery and a $1,000 
credit from The Supply 
Room.

“Our superhero teach-
ers have gone above and 
beyond for students over 
the past year,” said First 
Lady Pamela Northam. 
“From early childhood to 
K-12, Virginia educators 
have quickly adjusted to 
new guidelines and are 
providing students with 
a safe, supportive, and 
welcoming environment 
to return to throughout 
the commonwealth. This 
week, let’s thank them 
for going the extra mile 
every day for Virginia’s 
children.”

“Every day, thousands 
of teachers are working 
to make a difference in 

the lives of our chil-
dren and, consequently, 
Virginia’s future,” said 
Secretary of Education 
Atif Qarni. “Teachers 
choose their profession 
because they are passion-
ate about enriching the 
lives of the students who 
fill their classrooms. As 
your secretary of educa-
tion, a former teacher, 
and a public school par-
ent, I invite you to take 
a few moments to write 
a thank-you note to the 
teachers that sacrifice so 
much for our students.”

“Virginia’s K-12 pub-
lic school teachers have 
always been a valuable 
and important resource 
for the commonwealth,” 
said Virginia Lottery Ex-
ecutive Director Kevin 
Hall. “Th e Th ank-a-
Teacher campaign is a 
great opportunity to cel-
ebrate those teachers who 
have moved heaven and 
earth to continue sup-
porting Virginia students 
and their families during 
these challenging days.”

Authorized by Vir-
ginia voters in a success-
ful 1987 referendum, the 
Virginia Lottery gener-
ates more than $1.6 mil-
lion per day for Virgin-
ia’s K-12 public schools. 
In the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 2020, lottery 
customers helped gen-
erate more than $595 
million in funding for 
public education. The 
Virginia Lottery has 
been the source of more 
than $10 billion for pub-
lic schools since 1999.

Submit letters to the editor 
to editor@ourvalley.org

mask guidance Thursday, allowing vac-
cinated people to shed face coverings 
for small indoor private gatherings, 
and vaccinated people can socialize 
with unvaccinated people outdoors, 
although unvaccinated people should 
still wear a mask.

As of Gov. Northam’s mask use 
change, 3.7 million Virginians — 
43.9% of the population — are vac-
cinated with at least one dose, and 

29.9% of the state, or 2.5 million 
people, are fully vaccinated. Shots are 
available for anyone age 16 or older. 
Although there are walk-in appoint-
ments available in some regions of the 
state, many clinics are still requiring 
advance appointments.

All adult residents of Virginia can 
now register to get vaccinated at vac-
cinate.virginia.gov or call (877) VAX-
IN-VA, or (877) 829-4682.

Mandate from page 1

Send community 
news and photos to 
communitynews@

ourvalley.org
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NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC OF AN OPPORTUNITY
TO PROVIDE COMMENT TO THE STATE CORPORATION 
COMMISSION ON THE UNIVERSAL SERVICE FEE TO BE 

PAID BY RETAIL CUSTOMERS OF APPALACHIAN 
POWER COMPANY FOR THE PERCENTAGE OF INCOME 

PAYMENT PROGRAM 
CASE NO. PUR-2020-00117

During its 2020 Session, the Virginia General Assembly enacted what has become known as the Virginia Clean Economy Act (“VCEA”). As 
pertinent here, the VCEA required the State Corporation Commission (“Commission”) to determine the universal service fees to be collected 
from customers of Appalachian Power Company (“APCo”) and Virginia Electric and Power Company d/b/a Dominion Energy Virginia (“Do-
minion”) to fund the Percentage of Income Payment Program, or PIPP, established by statute. PlPP funds would be allocated to retail customers 
of APCo and Dominion to reduce the energy burden of utility customers participating in certain public assistance programs. The VCEA further 
required that the universal service fees “shall not be collected from customers . . .  until such time as the PIPP is established.”

On December 23, 2020, the Commission issued an Order in this docket determining a universal service fee for APCo of $0.001803 per 

time.” The Commission also ordered that, “[u]pon enactment of legislation setting forth further details on the PIPP and subsequent direction by 

On March 24, 2021, the Governor of Virginia signed what has become Chapter 308 of the 2021 Virginia Acts of Assembly. This law establish-

and requires the Commission to promulgate “any rules necessary to ensure” funds collected from APCo’s and Dominion’s universal service 
fees are directed to the PlPP Fund and that the utilities receive adequate compensation from the PIPP Fund for all reasonable PIPP costs, 
including bill credits for PIPP-eligible customers. Finally, Chapter 308 requires the Commission to issue an order “as soon as practicable” 

The Commission entered an Order on Additional Proceedings that, among other things, reopens and remands this case to a Hearing Examiner 

TAKE NOTICE: At the previously approved rate of $0.001803 per kWh to recover approximately $25 million annually in universal service 
fees from APCo customers, a residential customer using 1,000 kWh of electricity per month would experience a monthly bill increase of 
approximately $1.80. The amount of the fee, as well as the timing of its implementation, are matters under review in this proceeding. The 
universal fee ultimately approved by the Commission in this docket may be lower than the previously set fee. Under Chapter 308, the cap on 
the annual cost of PIPP-related programs, including administrative costs, is $25 million for APCo.

The Commission has taken judicial notice of the ongoing health emergency related to the spread of the coronavirus, or COVlD-19, and the 
declarations of emergency issued at both the state and federal levels. All pleadings, briefs, or other documents required to be served in this 
matter shall be submitted electronically to the extent authorized by 5 VAC 5-20-150, Copies and format, of the Commission’s Rules of Practice 
and Procedure, 5 VAC 5-20-10 et seq
electronically and should comply with 5 VAC 5-20-170, , of the Rules of Practice.  For the duration of the COVlD-19 

Pursuant to 5 VAC 5-20-140, , of the Commission’s Rules of Practice, the Commission has directed that service on parties 

and may also address any related matters for the Commission’s consideration. Comments shall be made by following the instructions found 
on the Commission’s website: scc.virginia.gov/pages/Case-Information.  Commenters are urged to submit comments electronically, though 
comments also may be sent to the Clerk of the Commission, c/o Document Control Center, P.O. Box 2118, Richmond, Virginia 23218-2118.

why the issues raised in the request for hearing cannot be addressed adequately without a hearing. Filers are urged to make their requests 
electronically via , though requests for hearing also may be sent to the Clerk of the Commission at the physical 

Noelle J. Coates, Esquire, American Electric Power, 1051 East Cary Street, Suite 1100, Richmond, Virginia 23219, njcoates@aep.com

5-20-150, Copies and format, of the Commission’s Rules of Practice.

The Commission’s Rules of Practice and copies of the Commission’s Order Establishing Proceeding, Order on Additional Proceedings includ-

scc.virginia.gov/pages/Case -Information

APPALACHIAN POWER COMPANY

OBITUARIES
Absher, Kathleen Price 

Kathleen Price Absher, 
81, of Christiansburg, died 
Wednesday, April 28, 2021, 
at her home.

She was born in Mont-
gomery County on Sept. 27, 
1939, to the late Minor and 
Ruby Woolwine Price.

She was preceded in death 
by a brother, Charlie Price, 
and a sister, Betty Neigh-
bors. She was employed at Virginia Tech 
for over 25 years and retired from Radford 
University. She enjoyed volunteering at Th e 
Christmas Store. Kathleen was a member of 
Belmont 2 Ruritan Club. 

She is survived by her husband of 58 years, 
J.C. Absher; a daughter and son-in-law, Angie 

and John Emery; a son and 
daughter-in-law, John C. and 
Christine Absher; sisters and 
brothers-in-law, Alice and 
Buck Wrenn, Judy Dowdy, 
and Carolyn Alls; a brother 
and sister-in-law, David and 
Sandy Price; grandchildren 
Ashley, Coby, Logan, Kailey, 
and Avery; and numerous 
nieces and nephews. 

Funeral services were conducted Saturday, 
May 1, 2021, in the McCoy Funeral Home 
Chapel with the Rev. Neal Turner offi  ciating. 
Interment followed in Roselawn Memorial 
Gardens, Christiansburg.

Arrangements by McCoy Funeral Home, 
Blacksburg.

Cooper, II, Ralph Franklin
Ralph Franklin “Frank” 

Cooper, II, 63, of Chris-
tiansburg, died Sunday, 
April 25, 2021.

He was born in Beckley, 
W.Va., on June 23, 1957. 
Frank was preceded in 
death by his father, the Rev. 
Ralph Franklin Cooper. 

He is survived by his 
wife of 42 years, Patsy 
Cooper; his daughters Kristen Cooper 
and special friend, Veronica and Kim-
berly Ashwell and her husband, Jona-
than; his mother, Retha Cooper; his 
brother, Randy Cooper; a nephew, Josh 
Cooper and his wife, Kristen; a great-
niece, Luna; and numerous extended 
family members.

Frank was a loving father and husband 
and was a special uncle to his many niec-
es and nephews. His special little girls, 
Josey and Skylynn, and his little “buddy,” 
Adam, were especially dear to him.  

Frank attended Abundant Praise 
Congregational Holiness Church. He 
loved his daughters and spending time 
with them. He was very generous in 

making sure they had 
everything they needed. 
Th ey were the highlight 
of his life.

Frank enjoyed going 
on adventures with his 
son-in-law, which includ-
ed museums and his very 
fi rst Atlanta Braves base-
ball game in Washington, 
D.C. He and his wife en-

joyed their many day trips, often visit-
ing caverns. which was a favorite of his, 
but not necessarily a favorite of hers due 
to her fear of being underground, which 
he found quite amusing. He was also an 
avid NASCAR racing fan.

Frank will be deeply missed by all 
who knew him and our hearts will be 
forever broken.   

Funeral services were conducted 
Th ursday, April 29, 2021, in the McCoy 
Funeral Home Chapel with the Rev. 
Jerry Shepherd and the Rev Gary Shep-
herd offi  ciating. Interment was held in 
Roselawn Memorial Gardens.

Arrangements by McCoy Funeral 
Home, Blacksburg.

Gunter, Jimmy Wilson
Jimmy Wilson Gunter, 

82, of Christiansburg, went 
to be with his Lord and Sav-
ior on Monday, April 26, 
2021. He was retired from 
Federal Mogul with over 30 
years of service.

Jimmy was an avid sports 
fan, especially watching UVA 
football and basketball, and 
NASCAR, as well as sitting on 
the porch watching the wildlife around him. 
He also loved music, particularly Elvis and Mo-
town, playing the guitar, and watching Andy 
Griffi  th, game shows, and soap operas. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, 
Robert and Nellie Gunter; one brother and 
fi ve sisters.

Survivors include his loving wife of 53 years, 
Carol Gunter; a son, Jon (Kristin) Gunter; 

daughters Melissa Gunter, 
Kristi (Steven) Osborne, and 
Julie (Jeff ) Sink; a stepson, Eric 
Burlingame; grandchildren 
Camden, Carrington, Joshua, 
Jakob, and Adam; broth-
ers Paul Gunter and Sonny 
(Lora) Gunter; sisters Jeanetta 
(Frank) Reynolds, and Ollie 
Sue Morris; and many other 
relatives and friends.

Th e family received friends on Th ursday, 
April 29, 2021, at the Faith Christian Church 
in Christiansburg, followed by funeral services 
with Pastor David Rhudy offi  ciating. Inter-
ment followed in Sunset Cemetery in Chris-
tiansburg.

Th e Gunter family is in the care of Mul-
lins Funeral Home & Crematory in Radford. 
www.mullinsfuneralhome.com.

Humason, Harriet (Dickinson) 
Harriet (Dickinson) Hu-

mason, 79, of Blacksburg, 
formerly of Hudson Falls, 
N.Y., passed away peacefully 
on Friday, April 23, 2021, in 
Blacksburg.

She was born on January 
23, 1942, in Hartford, N.Y., 
daughter to the late Frank and 
Katherine (LaFoy) Dickinson.

She was preceded in 
death by her husband of 31 years, Clarence 
O. Staley, on July 23, 2000; a brother, Wal-
lace “Skip” Dickinson; and a sister, Joan K. 
Dickinson Clemons. 

She is survived by her daughter and son-
in-law, Kimberlee M. and Tom E. Borosky 
of Christiansburg; a brother and sister-in-law, 
Myron “Mike” and Maxine Dickinson of 
Hudson Falls, N.Y.; several nieces and neph-
ews; and close friends, Beth Corey of Hudson 

Falls and Joseph Burch of 
Hampton, N.Y. 

She was a graduate of the 
University of the State of New 
York Education Department 
and also attended Adirondack 
Community College. She was 
employed by Fort Hudson 
Nursing Home, Fort Edward, 
N.Y. and Stanton Nursing 
Home, Queensbury, N.Y.

Harriet enjoyed reading, crocheting, tend-
ing to her plants, and spending time with 
family and friends. 

Th ere will be a graveside memorial service 
for family and friends at Park View Cemetery 
in Schenectady at a later date. Online condo-
lences may be left by visiting www.mccoyfu-
neralhome.com.

Arrangements by McCoy Funeral Home, 
Blacksburg.

Martin, Larry “Oakley” 
Larry “Oakley” Martin, 

64, was born on Oct. 21, 
1956, and passed away at 
home on April 18, 2021.

He was preceded in death 
by his mother, Treva Wheel-
ing Martin; fathers Kenneth 
Leon Martin and Fred Alls; 
grandparents Oakley and 
Macie Bryant Wheeling, a 
son, Travis Martin and nu-
merous uncles, aunts and cousins. 

Left to cherish his memory 
is his aunt, Lois Alls Lancast-
er; an uncle, Robert “Bobby” 
Alls; a special cousin, Michael 
Lancaster; other numerous 
cousins and a special lifelong 
friend, Mack Lynn.

A graveside service was 
conducted Saturday, May 
1, 2021 at 2 p.m. at Dudley 
Cemetery in Fagg, Va., with 

the Rev. Ed Gallimore offi  ciating.

Sale, Connie Sowers 
Connie Sowers Sale, 76, of 

Radford, passed away Satur-
day, May 1, 2021, surround-
ed by her family.

She was a retired nurse. She 
was preceded in death by her 
parents, Isaac Th omas and 
Ora Altizer Sowers; her hus-
band, James Philip Sale; and 
her son, James Philip Sale II.

Survivors include her 
daughters, Cynthia (Travis) Williams of 
Dobson, N.D., Amy Sale O’Brien of Rad-
ford, Sally (Garret) Miller of Floyd, and Sa-
mantha (Chris) Franklin of Roanoke; grand-
children Zack Sale, Lauren Eller, Charleigh 
Williams, Hunter O’Brien, and Nicolas 
Franklin; great-grandchildren Gabriel, Eli, 

Levi, Jackson, Raelen, Felic-
ity and Reagan (unborn); a 
brother and sister-in-law, 
Bill and Virginia Sowers of 
Vinton; and many other 
relatives and friends.

Funeral services will be 
held today, May 5, 2021, 
at 2 p.m. at the Mullins Fu-
neral Home in Radford with 
the Rev. T. Michael Bond of-

fi ciating. Interment will follow in West View 
Cemetery in Radford.

Th e family received friends on Tuesday 
evening at the funeral home.

Th e Sale family is in the care of Mullins 
Funeral Home & Crematory in Radford. 
www.mullinsfuneralhome.com.

BHS teacher Eric Morgan (left) and student Ethan St. 
Martin participated in “Faculty Flex,” a video segment 
featuring a pushup contest.

producing this broad-
cast and have learned so 
many valuable skills, in-
cluding what it takes to 
be a project manager,” 
Radford said. “The ul-
timate goal of this proj-
ect is to reinforce time 
and project management 
skills while incorporat-
ing marketing and man-
agement core fundamen-
tals. This is the first year 
we have partnered with 
Reach and Teach, and I 
would absolutely do it 
again.”

Co-Managers of the 
Planning and Logistics 
team, Joe Bowen and 
Alexis Snyder said they 
felt the project was both 
challenging and reward-
ing.

“This year, we had 
limited time to accom-
plish this project, and 
only half of our class was 
at school for in-person 
learning,” Snyder said. 

“We all worked together 
to get it done and we are 
proud of our final work.”

“It was great to com-
plete a project the school 
can see and give us feed-
back on,” Bowen said 
about the project. “We 
really want to win the 
competition between 
schools, so now is the 
time to have our com-
munity rally behind us. 
We need as much sup-
port as we can get.”

Blacksburg High 
School’s segment of Cam-
pus Tour premiered on 
Monday, May 3, at 7 
p.m. on YouTube. Th e 
video link is: https://
w w w. y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=QRqAOeGRufg. 
Th e community can sup-
port the Bruins by watch-
ing the video and sharing 
it with others in the com-
munity for viewing. View-
ing votes will close at mid-
night on Friday, May 21.

Tours from page 2

Be sure to ‘Like’ 
the  News Messenger 

on Facebook.
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STATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADSYard Sales - 
Radford City

Heron
Community-Wide 

Yard Sale  

Yard Sales - Vinton

Yard Sale 

For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

 

Wanted - To Buy
Cash paid 

Coin Collections 
Or Indian artifacts 

540-988-2420 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

For Sale - Seasonal 
Items

Use DD-33  

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Quality Inn 

Music 
Director/Musician  

TAP (Total Action for 
Progress) is the second 
largest community action 
agency in Virginia, 
employing more than 300 
employees. We 
encourage people to think 
creatively, grow 
professionally, and make 
a positive impact within 
the agency and in the 
communities in which we 
serve. 
 
The following position is 
open with TAP: 
 

Sr Test Engineer 
sought in Roanoke 

www.vatransformer.com/ 
careers

Legals - Botetourt 
County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. CL20000449-00 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION

Case No. JJ013851-08-00 

Legals - City of 
Salem

Notice is hereby 
given to  

Notice is hereby 
given to  

ABC NOTICE 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

www.christiansburg.org/ 
youtube

www.christiansburg.org/ 
publichearings

www.christiansburg.org/ 
publichearings

mbarden@christiansburg. 
org

Help Wanted - 
General

Legals - City of 
Salem

CUSTER’S 
PLASTERING

 AND DRYWALL

Call 864-6498

STATEWIDE  ADS

warranty ($695 value!). Request 
a free quote today! Call for addi-
tional terms and conditions. 1-877-
636-0738
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off  Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-877-614-6667
ATTN. CONTRACTORS: Advertise 
your business statewide and in 
other states. Aff ordable Print and 
Digital Solutions to reach Home-
owners.  Call Landon Clark at Vir-
ginia Press Services 804-521-7576,  
HYPERLINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.
net” landonc@vpa.net 

RECRUITMENT 
HIRING? We can help you fi ll your 
open positions! Promote job list-
ings statewide! Aff ordable Print 

and Digital Advertising Solutions 
reaching job seekers. Call this 
paper or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576,  HY-
PERLINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, $395+$86 
court cost. WILLS $195.00. No 
court appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one days. 
Hilton Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla Espanol. 
BBB Member.  HYPERLINK “https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com” ht-
tps://hiltonoliverattorneyva.com. 
Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED 
Life Insurance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other fi nal expenses. 
Call Physicians Life Insurance Com-
pany- 844-509-1697 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/vapress

CUSTER’S 
PLASTERING

 AND DRYWALL
• No job too large or small
• Repair work, new 
 construction, etc.
• Quality Work At A 
 Reasonable Price

Call 864-6498Call 864-6498

AUCTIONS 

AUCTION ALERT! CONSIGN NOW! 
| Construction Equipment and 
Trucks | Selling for VDOT, Lending 
Institutions, Contractors and More 
| Online Live Virtual Auction May 
18, 9AM, Richmond, VA | Motleys 
Industrial | motleysindustrial.com | 
804-486-4550 | VA16
FIREARMS AUCTION! Check It Out 
- New Items Added Daily | Firearms 
to Sell? We Have Buyers! Consign 
Early and Save | Bid Online May 25, 
11 AM | Motleys Industrial | mot-
leysindustrial.com | 804-486-4550 
| VA16
70+ PROPERTY AUCTION! | 70+ City 
of Richmond tax delinquent prop-
erties, as well as consigned prop-
erties throughout Central Virginia |  
Bid live or online Wed., May. 19 at 2 
p.m. Pre-registration required | Mot-
leys, 3600 Deepwater Terminal Rd., 
Richmond, VA | www.motleys.com/
rvataxsale | 804-486-4556. VAL16
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:   Advertise 
your upcoming auctions statewide 
and in other states.   Aff ordable 
Print and Digital Solutions reach-
ing your target audiences. Call this 
paper or Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-521-7576,  HY-
PERLINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Vinyl Replacement Windows Start-
ing at $235* Installed w/Free Trim 
Wrap Call 804-739-8207 for MORE 
details! Ronnie Jenkins II Siding, 
Roofi ng, Gutters and More!
GENERAC Standby Generators pro-
vide backup power during utility 
power outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and comfortable. 
Prepare now. Free 7-year extended 

ADVERTISE!

AD NETWORK

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
844-947-1479

Off er valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  

install and activate the generator with a participating 

dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

TRANSFORM YOUR BATH OR SHOWER
IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAYIN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY

CALL NOW

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This 
offer expires June  30, 2021. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 

details.  ©2021 BCI Acrylic Inc. 844-945-1631

Offer Expires 6.30.2021

NO PAYMENTS &
NO INTEREST

UNTIL 2022

$500 Off
OR

FOR

Military & Senior 
Discounts Available

AN ORGANIZED HOME      
IS A HAPPY HOME

Add space to your kitchen and time to your busy schedule with ShelfGenie’s 
custom pull-out shelves installed in your existing cabinets

®

Schedule Your FREE Design Consultation: 

(866) 982-2260

50% OFF
INSTALLATION*

*Limit one offer per household. Must 
purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Shelves. 

EXP 6/30/21

Hours: Mon - Fri 9am-9pm, Sat 10am - 4pm EST

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the 
“#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 
50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 
2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# 
H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 

 License# 52229-H  
License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST
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To place a
 classified ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof Replacement 
& Repair

All 1st Responders and 
Health Care Workers 

receive a 5% discount

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

Peace of mind comes with knowing that an experienced 
professional is helping you make the r ight decisions each step 
of the way. We will assist with transferring assets, preparing 

tax returns and filing life or annuity claims.

INHERITANCES

TALK TO WALT

Find a job in your special field, 
or find the help you need.

Get rid of the
 old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  knocking 
loud and clear.

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

WHERE PATIENTS COME FIRST

540-591-5360
540-444-0291

ALL evaluations & treatments by a licensed physical therapist

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

ADVERTISE!

EVANS 
ELECTRICAL &   

PLUMBING SERVICE
Fincastle

Residential • Commercial 
Industrial • Remodeling

New Construction
473-2481 • 276-228-5863 cell

Over 25 Years’ Experience
Small Jobs & Repairs Welcome
Class A License • Insured

Master Tradesman

BUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com 

SHERRYE
FLESHMAN

REALTOR
Each office is independently
owned and operated

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~

   
   H

OUSE NEED A BATH?
SIDEWALKS

DRIVEWAYS

GUTTERS

HOUSES

DECKS

PORCHES

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708     USMC RETIRED    drillinstr@gmail.com

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

Call your licensed local agent, Linda Walker
at 540-529-1308 for a FREE Consultation*

Virtual or In-Person Appointments

Linda K. Walker, Agent LLC
Independent Insurance Agent

Specializing in Medicare Health Plans
*No obligation to enroll

Medicare Questions?
Let me help.

Email: lkwalkeragent@gmail.com
    @SpecializinginMedicareHealthPlans

To place a classifi ed ad, 
call 540-389-9355 
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Montgomery Sports

860 University City Blvd. | Blacksburg
Mon - Sat 11:00am-4pm • (540) 951-8102
Always free and convenient parking

Choose wonderful Mother’s Day
presents and gift cards...

gorgeously wrapped for free...

Radford's Prioleau named district off ensive 
player of year; Dobson earns defensive honors

Bobcat senior P.J. Prioleau is the Three Rivers District 
offensive player of the year.

players were named to 
the first-team all-district 
squad.

Prioleau finished the 
season with 31 carries 
for 230 yards and four 
touchdowns. He also had 
10 receptions for 200 
yards and two touch-
downs. The Bobcats fell 
in the playoffs to even-
tual state champion Ap-
pomattox. 

Dobson led the de-
fense with 49 tackles in-
cluding 25 solos.

Other first-team all-
district offensive play-
ers from Radford were 
offensive lineman Alex 
Kanipe, receiver Mar-
cell Baylor, kick returner 
Xavier Cobbs, and quar-
terback Zane Rupe, who 

made the first team in 
the all-purpose position. 

First-team all-district 
defensive players from 
Radford were lineman 
Spencer Perdue, end 
Alex Kanipe, linebackers 
Tyrel Dobson and Brent 
Mabry and defensive 
back Marcell Baylor. In 
addition, Prioleau was 
named all-purpose on the 
defensive side of the ball.

Radford lineman Re-
ece Mabry was named to 
the second-team all-dis-
trict offense as were Dar-
ius Wesley-Brubeck and 
receiver Xavier Cobs.

Second-team defen-
sive players from Radford 
were linebacker Wesley-
Brubeck and backer Ka-
maree Tanner.

Radford High junior Tyrel Dobson has been named the 
district defensive player of the year.

Radford High School 
dominated the “spring” 
all-Three Rivers District 
football team released 

on Monday as senior P.J. 
Prioleau was named the 
offensive player of year 
and junior Tyrel Dob-
son was named defen-
sive player of the year. In 
addition, nine Radford 

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Virginia Tech wrestler Bryce Andonian wins Junior Nationals
Virginia Tech wrestling's Bryce 

Andonian  will compete in the 
2021 United World Wrestling's 
Junior World Championships this 
summer after winning the title at 
the 2021 UWW Junior Nationals 
Sunday afternoon. 

Andonian won both his match-
es Sunday in the best-two-out-of-
three fi nal to earn fi rst place at 70 
kilograms and qualify for the Ju-
nior World team, which will com-
pete at the Junior World Cham-
pionships in Ufa, Russia from 
August 16-22. 

Th e sophomore from Kirtland, 
Ohio, is Virginia Tech's fourth Ju-
nior World Team member in pro-
gram history, following the most 

recent member  Mekhi Lewis, 
who won gold at the 2018 Junior 
World Championships in Slovakia. 
Joey Dance (2012) and Sean Gray 
(1999) round out the list of Tech's 
Junior World Team members.

VT's Clayton Ulrey was also in 
action Sunday at the Junior Na-
tionals, as he went 1-1 to earn fi fth 
place at 74 kilograms. Th e fresh-
man was trailing in the fi fth-place 
match before he pulled off  the pin 
with just over a minute remaining. 

Incoming Hokie Cooper Flynn 
went 3-1 Sunday after a 2-1 Sat-
urday to earn fourth place at the 
Junior Nationals at 57 kilograms.   

JUNIOR NATIONALS 
Cooper Flynn – 57 kilograms 

(5-2, 4th Place)
Round of 32: Flynn decisioned 

Noah Surtin, 8-1
Round of 16: Flynn decisioned 

Troy Spratley, 7-2
Quarterfi nals: Richard Figueroa 

II decisioned Flynn, 6-4
Consolation Round 5: Flynn 

decisioned Jett Strickenberger, 8-0
Consolation Round 6: Flynn 

decisioned Noah Surtin, 6-6
Consolation Semifi nals: Flynn 

defeated Sheldon Seymour (tech-
nical fall), 12-1 (2:22) 3rd Place 

Match: Matthew Ramos dec. 
Flynn, 9-4

Bryce Andonian – 70 kilograms 
(7-0, 1st Place)

Round of 64: Andonian techni-

cal fall win over Brayden Roberts, 
10-0 (4:15)

Round of 32: Andonian techni-
cal fall win over  Nicholas Stolten-
berg, 13-2 (0:45)

Round of 16: Andonian techni-
cal fall win over Ridge Briggs, 12-2 
(2:48)

Quarterfi nals: Andonian deci-
sioned Caleb Henson, 16-9

Semifi nals: Andonian technical 
fall win over Jack Th omsen, 10-0 
(1:42)

Best 2 of 3 Finals: Andonian 
won by fall over Ed Scott, 1:01

Andonian decisioned Scott, 
12-9 

Clayton Ulrey  – 74 kilograms 
(5-2, 5th Place)

Round of 64: Ulrey won by 
technical fall over Ben Durocher, 
12-1 (3:28)

Round of 32: Ulrey decisioned 
Drake Smith, 13-6

Round of 16: Ulrey won by 
technical fall over Brady Hender-
son, 12-2 (2:35)

Quarterfi nals: Ulrey decisioned 
Derek Gilcher, 7-3

Semifi nals: Cade DeVos won 
by technical fall over Ulrey, 10-0 
(1:51)

Consolation Semifi nals: Julian 
Ramirez decisioned Ulrey, 7-0

5th Place Match: Ulrey won by 
fall over Derek Fields, 4:50

--VT Athletics

Softball's Pete D’Amour claims win number 100 fastest in VT history
Th e No. 20/19 Vir-

ginia Tech softball team 
ended its fi nal ACC series 
of the year Sunday with 
an 8-1 win over Syracuse, 
the 100th win at Virginia 
Tech for head coach  Pete 
D'Amour. 

In his third season at 
Blacksburg, D'Amour 
thus became the fastest 
coach to reach 100 wins 

in the program's history, 
taking just 127 games to 
accomplish the feat. Th e 
Hokies won 47 games in 
2019, 21 in the shortened 
2020 season and are up 
to 32 wins this year after 
Sunday. 

"Sami [Fagan] came 
up to me after the game 
with a game ball and I 
said, 'What the heck is 

this for?' I didn't have 
any idea we had won 100 
games," D'Amour said. 
"I'm thankful for our staff ; 
they make me look good. 
Also, a coach can't have 
success without his play-
ers. You can have spurts of 
success here and there with 
talented kids, but to have 
sustained success, you have 
to have players with good 
character that buy in to 
what the staff  is teaching. 

"We've been fortunate 
to have a core group of 
players at VT that aren't 
only just good players, 

they're good kids. Here's 
to 100 more." 

Th e Hokies (32-12, 
23-11 ACC) completed 
their fi rst sweep of the 
year with the win Sun-
day against Syracuse (19-
20, 11-17 ACC). Th ey 
were led by  Keely Ro-
chard and Kelsey Bennett. 
Rochard (24-7) got the 
win in all four games and 
Bennett led the team of-
fensively with seven RBIs. 

"We needed to fl ush 
out last weekend and 
that's exactly what we 
did," Bennett said. "We 
knew this was our last 
series weekend and we 
needed to go out on a 
strong note to carry over 
to Liberty on Tuesday and 
for the postseason." 

THE GAME 
Tech had the bats going 

early Sunday as Bennett 
singled to the right-center 
gap in the fi rst inning, 
which brought  Jayme 
Bailey  and  Cameron 
Fagan  home for a 2-0 

lead. Th e Hokies got 
two more runs in the 
fourth when  Darby 
Trull  smacked her fi rst 
home run of the year. 
Fagan then homered in 
the fi fth inning to extend 
the lead to 5-0 after fi ve. 

Emma Ritter  got on 
the scoreboard with a 
double up the middle in 
the sixth inning, scoring 
Fagan from second base. 
After the Orange got a 
run in the bottom of the 
sixth,  Alexa Milius  hit a 
single down the right-fi eld 
line and Bennett came 
across for the 8-1 lead. 

Rochard started her 
fourth straight game Sun-
day, but the heavy duty 
did not slow her as she 
threw fi ve innings and 
surrendered just three 
hits. Freshman  Macken-
zie Osborne  pitched the 
sixth inning, and fellow 
freshman  Ivy Rosenber-
ry  closed out the win in 
the seventh inning. 

NOTES

•Trull hit her fi rst home 
run of the season and fi rst 
home run since April 21, 
2019. Th e junior had 
seven home runs in 2019 
but did not hit one out of 
the park in the shortened 
2020 season.

•Bennett had two more 
RBIs Sunday and fi nished 
out the weekend with a 
team-leading seven in the 
series. Th e sophomore is 
second on the team in the 
category with 36, four be-
hind Bailey's 40.

•Fagan hit her third 
home run of the season 
Sunday, fi nishing off  a se-
ries in which she hit .429 
with six runs scored and 
three RBIs.

•Mackenzie Lawter tied 
her career high with three 
walks in the series fi nale. 
Th e junior scored ahead 
of Trull's fourth-inning 
home run.

•Kelsey Brown stole her 
29th  base of the season 
Sunday and has not been 
thrown out all season.

Hokies Caleb Farley, Christian Darrisaw drafted in NFL's first round
Virginia Tech corner-

back Caleb Farley and of-
fensive tackle Christian 
Darrisaw were taken in 
the fi rst round of the 2021 
NFL draft Friday night in 
Cleveland.

Farley went to the Ten-
nessee Titans with the 
22nd pick. Right behind 
him, Darrisaw was claimed 
by the Minnesota Vikings 
with the 23rd pick.

Hokie safety Divine 
Deablo went to the Las 
Vegas Raiders in the third 
round as the 80th pick.

In all, 25 players from 
the ACC were drafted in 
the fi rst three rounds.

Th e fi rst overall player 
taken in the draft was 
Clemson quarterback 
Trevor Lawrence.

Notre Dame led with 
fi ve players drafted. Clem-
son had four players select-
ed; North Carolina and 
Virginia Tech had three. 
Miami and Syracuse each 

had two players taken in 
the fi rst three rounds while 
FSU, Louisville, Wake 
Forest, N.C. State, Boston 
College and Pitt each had 
one player draft.

ACC selections in the 
NFL draft listed by round, 
overall pick number, 
name, position, school, 
and NFL team:

1 – 1st, Trevor Law-
rence, QB, Clemson, Jack-
sonville Jaguars; 1 – 18th, 
Jaelan Phillips, DE, Mi-
ami, Miami Dolphins; 1 
– 22nd, Caleb Farley, CB, 
Virginia Tech, Tennessee 
Titans; 1 – 23rd, Christian 
Darrisaw, OT, Virginia 
Tech, Minnesota Vikings; 
1 – 25th, Travis Etienne, 
RB, Clemson, Jacksonville 
Jaguars; 1 – 30th, Gregory 
Rousseau, DE, Miami, 
Buff alo Bills; 2 – 35th, 
Javonte Williams, RB, 
North Carolina, Denver 
Broncos; 2 – 42nd, Liam 
Eichenberg, OT, Notre 

Dame, Miami Dolphins; 
2 – 46th, Jackson Car-
man, OT, Clemson, Cin-
cinnati Bengals; 2 – 47th, 
Asante Samuel Jr., CB, 
Florida State, Los Angeles 
Chargers; 2 – 48th, Aaron 
Banks, OG, Notre Dame, 
San Francisco 49ers; 2 – 
52nd, Jeremiah Owusu-
Koramoah, LB, Notre 
Dame, Cleveland Browns; 
2 – 57th, Tutu Atwell, 
WR, Louisville, Los Ange-
les Rams; 2 – 61st, Boogie 
Basham, DE, Wake For-
est, Buff alo Bills; 3 – 65th, 
Andre Cisco, S, Syracuse, 
Jacksonville Jaguars; 3 – 
72nd, Alim McNeil, DT, 
NC State, Detroit Lions; 
3 – 78th, Chazz Surratt, 
LB, North Carolina, Min-
nesota Vikings; 3 – 80th, 
Divine Deablo, S, Virginia 
Tech, Las Vegas Raiders; 3 
– 81st, Hunter Long, TE, 
Boston College, Miami 
Dolphins; 3 – 82nd, Dy-
ami Brown, WR, North Christian Darrisaw Caleb Farley

Carolina, Washington 
Football Team; 3 – 83rd, 
Tommy Tremble, TE, 
Notre Dame, Carolina 
Panthers; 3 – 85th, Am-

ari Rodgers, WR, Clem-
son, Green Bay Packers; 
3 – 90th, Patrick Jones 
II, DE, Pitt, Minnesota 
Vikings; 3 – 95th, Rob-

ert Hainsey, OT, Notre 
Dame, Tampa Bay Buc-
caneers; 3 – 101st, Ifeatu 
Melifonwu, CB, Syracuse, 
Detroit Lions.
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