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VT honoring more than 6,000 graduates
at spring commencement ceremonies

PHOTO BY RAY MEESE FOR VIRGINIA TECH

A team of workers checks the spacing hetween seats in Lane Stadium
in preparation for spring commencement ceremonies. Virginia Tech is
hosting 16 in-person ceremonies that conclude on Sunday, May 16.

Virginia Tech is holding in-per-
son commencement ceremonies in
Lane Stadium that began Monday
and will run through Sunday, May
16.

The university is celebrating
graduating seniors, graduate school
students, and their families, while
adhering to public health guide-
lines.

All in-person ceremonies will be
live-streamed, and details about at-
tending commencement in-person
can be found online.

The first of two graduate school
commencement ceremonies was
held Monday at 2 p.m., with the
second one occurring Tuesday at 4
p-m. The Virginia-Maryland Col-
lege of Veterinary Medicine hon-
ored its graduates at 6:30 p.m. The
complete schedule is available on-
line.

The remainder of the week will

include in-person ceremonies for
those receiving undergraduate de-
grees from both the Class of 2021
and the Class of 2020.

On Friday, the university will
hold a virtual commencement cer-
emony at 6:30 p.m. with the pre-
ceremony beginning at 6:15 p.m. to
honor the Class of 2021. The vir-
tual ceremony will include remarks
from a keynote speaker, as well as
messages from students.

Joseph Kozak, who is receiving
his doctoral degree in electrical and
computer engineering, is the grad-
uate school student speaker. Kozak
is the 2020 Outstanding Graduate
Student of the Year, recognizing
him for his character, service, and
academic achievements. He earned
his bachelor’s degree in engineer-
ing physics and a master’s degree
in electrical engineering from the
University of Pittsburgh. His re-

search interests revolve around
making systems smaller and more
efficient.

Class of 2021 President Grant
Bommer will also offer a message
to fellow graduates during the vir-
tual ceremony. Bommer is receiving
a bachelor’s degree in business and
finance.

Francis S. Collins, the director of
the National Institutes of Health,
was announced as the university's
commencement keynote speaker
last month. Collins has been a
prominent figure in the nation’s re-
sponse to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic and is the only presidentially ap-
pointed NIH director to serve more
than one administration.

Virginia Tech will honor 47 as-
sociate degree candidates from the
College of Agriculture and Life Sci-
ences and a total of 5,554 bachelor’s
degree candidates from all colleges
throughout the week.

This year, 3,127 graduating
Hokies completed their baccalaure-
ate degree programs with honors,
having achieved cumulative grade-
point averages of at least 3.4 on a
4.0 scale.

The Virginia Tech Corps of Ca-
dets is recognizing 217 graduates
from its program. Of those, 156
will be entering service in the mili-
tary as commissioned officers, 65 in
the U.S. Army, 48 in the U.S Air
Force, 36 in the U.S. Navy, and
seven in the U.S. Marine Corps.

The Virginia-Maryland College
of Veterinary Medicine plans to
hand out a Doctor of Veterinary
Medicine degree to 128 recipients.
The Virginia Tech Carilion School
of Medicine honored its class of 38
graduates at a ceremony on May 8
in Roanoke.

Radford University commencement
ceremonies celebrate 2020, 2021 graduates

Seventeen separate commence-
ment ceremonies were held recently
on the Radford University main
campus and at the Berglund Center
in Roanoke to celebrate the achieve-
ments of approximately 1,930 under-
graduate and graduate students in the
RU and RU Carilion classes of 2020
and 2021 who attended in person.

The festive activities began at the
Class of 2020 College of Graduate
Studies and Research Hooding and
Commencement Ceremony, held at
Cupp Stadium. Graduates and their
guests heard from keynote speaker
Lyn Lepre, Ph.D., provost and vice
president for academic affairs.

See Graduates, page 4

New Radford University graduates walk to meet family members after a
morning commencement ceremony on main campus.

Christianshurg Kiwanians present
check to NRV disabilities agency

As an ongoing part of the Kiwanis Club of Christianshurg's support of the local community, Kiwanian Jim
Vanhoozier recently presented a check for $2,000 to Sheila Roop, the executive director of the Intellectual
Disahilities Agency of the New River Valley, which provides services to families in the New River Valley who
have members with intellectual challenges.
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Blackshurg Rotary
Club awards
scholarships

Pictured left to right are the Rotary Club of Blackshurg’s
scholarship winners, Jackson Schulz, Neha Nauman,
and Margaret Ferguson, with the children’s books that
the club places in the Montgomery Floyd Regional
Library in their honor. Not pictured is Jordan Lockhart.

The Rotary Club
of Blacksburg has pre-
sented its Outstanding
Math/Science  awards,
which come with schol-
arships, to three Mont-
gomery County High
School students, and a
fourth award, the Out-
standing Career and
Technical Education
Award, to a fourth pub-
lic school student.

The Outstanding
Math/Science  Awards
are presented to MCHS

seniors with outstand-

ing credentials and the
goal of further pursuit
of a math or science
education. Proper eth-
ics, character, service to
others, and past math/
science achievements
weigh heavily in the se-
lection process.

This year’s winners of
the math/science awards
were Neha Nauman,
Jordan Lockhart, and
Jackson Schulz.

Nauman is a senior at

See Rotary, page 3

Nominations open for
2022 Farm Bureau Farm
Dog of the Year, People’s
Choice Pup Award

WASHINGTON—
The support farmers re-
ceive from their canine
companions is priceless,
and American Farm Bu-
reau Federation (AFBF) is
once again recognizing the
contributions of America’s

finest farm dogs.
Farmers whose dogs
demonstrate  helpfulness

on the farm, playfulness
and obedience can submit
nominations for the 2022
Farm Bureau Farm Dog of
the Year contest through
July 2. This is the fourth
year of the contest, which
honors farm dogs and the
ways they assist with U.S.
food production.

The DPeople’s Choice
Pup Award is also return-
ing for its third year.

“We're excited to host
this popular contest again
and provide the gen-
eral public with another
glimpse into daily life on
the farm,” said American
Farm Bureau President
Zippy Duvall. “Farm dogs
often play a dual role as
both working dogs and
companions to farm fami-
lies, which is especially
important because farm-
ing and ranching can be
stressful, even on the best
days.”

To enter, dog own-
ers must be Farm Bureau
members. Prospective ap-
plicants can learn more

about becoming a Virginia
Farm Bureau member at
vafb.com/membership-at-
work/membership.

The Montgomery
County Farm Bureau of-
fices are located at 1095
Peppers Ferry Road in
Christiansburg,.

Nominations for the
contest include written re-
sponses to questions, still
photos of the animal and
optional video clips. Eligi-
bility guidelines and sub-
mission requirements can
be found at fb.org/land/
fdoty.

The grand prize winner
of the contest, sponsored by
Purina, will receive $5,000
in prize money, a years
worth of Purina dry dog
food and recognition as the
2022 Farm Dog of the Year
during the AFBF conven-
tion in January 2022.

The People’s Choice
Pup contest, which al-
lows the public to vote
for, comment on, share
and like their favorite farm
dogs on social media, also
is returning.

Profiles of the top 10
nominees from the Farm
Bureau Farm Dog of the
Year contest will be shared
starting in October, and
the public is invited to vote
for their favorite pups. The
2022 People’s Choice Pup
will receive bragging rights
and a $50 cash prize.
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Wednesday, May 12:

Habn Horticulture Gar-
den Virtual Road Trip

At 2 p.m. from the Wis-
consin Arboretum with VT
alumnus David = Stevens.
Register online for these
talks and a zoom link will be
provided:  hups://virginiat-
ech.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/
SV_cumxRA4Mec96guy.

Chair Yoga for everybody:
Virtual

From 2:00 to 2:30 p.m. at
the Blacksburg Library. Join
Rachel for 20 minutes of
chair yoga, a perfect practice
for anytime you want a break

but can't leave your seat.

Going Out Green

At 3 p.m. at the Mont-
gomery Floyd Regional Li-
brary online. Learn about
environmentally  friendly
burial options from the Fu-
neral Consumers Alliance
of the Virginia Blue Ridge.
Email Kerri at kecopus@
miftl.org to register.

Evening Book Talk: Vir-
tual Meeting

From 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
at the Christdansburg Li-
brary. To be discussed this
month is "A Woman of No
Importance by Sonia Pur-
nell.

Thursday, May 13:
Radford Army Ammuni-

tion Plant community meeting

The Radford Army Am-

munition Plant (RFAAP)
will hold its next Com-
mander's Community
Meeting from 6:00 to
8:00 p.m. at the Chris-
tiansburg Library. Due to
COVID-19  restrictions,
seating is very limited. The
event will be broadcast on
Facebook Live from the
Radford Army Ammuni-
tion Plant Facebook page.
These meetings are open to
the public and are an op-
portunity to learn about
the plant's moderniza-
tion and environmental
projects.  Environmental
compliance and corrective
actions will be among the
topics discussed.

Friday, May 14 and Satur-
day, May 15:

Lifequard Training Recer-
tification

At the Christiansburg
Aquadc Center from 5:00
to 9:00 p.m. on Friday and
8:00 a.m. until noon on Sat-
urday. The cost is $100.

Caturday Storytime

At the Montgomery
Floyd Regional Library
online at 11 a.m. Come
read to Creature the cat,
who was adopted from the
Montgomery County Ani-
mal Shelter two years ago
by a library staff member
and loves to lay and read.
Email shodges@mfrl.org for
info on the library's Go-To
Meeting.

Monday, May 17:

Ice Cream Cone Planters

Pick up your own ice
cream cone planter kit from
the Chrisdansburg Library
at 10:00 a.m. and watch it
grow.

Tuesday, May 18:

Dungeons & Dragons

Join the Radford Public
Library’s very first Dun-
geons & Dragons adventure
at 4:30 p.m. This is a one-
shot adventure for level 1
characters. To participate,
message the RPL on Face-
book or email duncan.hall@
radfordva.gov. Tuesday, May
18 at 4:30 p.m.

Wednesday, May 19:

American Red Cross Blood
Drive

At the Meadowbrook
Public ~ Library  from
1:00 undil 6:00 p.m. The
American Red Cross will
be having a blood drive
at the Waldron Wellness
Center Carilion Commu-
nity Room. It is sponsored
by Blue Ridge Church
and the Montgomery-
Floyd Regional Library.
Help Save a life by donat-
ing blood. Schedule an
appointment at www.red-
crossblood.org. If patrons
of the Montgomery-Floyd
Regional Library have
fines and donate blood,
the library will forgive up
to $10, redeemable only at

the Meadowbrook Public
Library. Donors will also
be able to select a used li-
brary book to take home
compliments of Friends of
the Library Meadowbrook
Chapter.

Thursday, May 20 -
Friday, May 28:

Blended learning lifequard
training

At the Christiansburg
Aquatic Center

May 20 from 5:30 p.m.
until 7:30 p.m.: Pre-Test.

May 21 through May 26:
Video portion of the train-
ing

May 27-28: 8 a.m. uniil
5 p.m.

The cost is $200.

Friday, May 21:

United Way Drive-Thru
Breakfast

At the Hampron Inn,
680 Arbor Drive, Chris-
tiansburg, from 6:00 to 9:00
a.m. Make a $10 donation
and pick up a breakfast bag
that will include a breakfast
biscuit, fruit, a pastry, a cup
of coffee, and a newspaper.

Donations can be made
to local first responders and
teachers, and delivery will be
provided.

Monday, May 24:

Radford ~ Chamber  of
Commerce Golf Tournament:
Birdlies, Bogeys, and Business

At the Pete Dye River

Course at VI with Cap-
tain's Choice shotgun at 1
p-m. Registration and lunch
starts at 11:30 p.m. Award-
ing of prizes via social me-
dia is at 6:00 p.m. Contests
include Hole in One and
Closest to the Pin with a
$200 prize. The team regis-
tration fee is $350 per team.
Email  radfordchamber@
govt.com to be emailed a
registration form.

Wednesday, May 26:

Habn Horticulture Gar-
den Virtual Road Trip

At2 p.m. from Lotusland
with Paul Mills and Rebecca
Anderson. Register online
and a zoom link will be pro-
vided:  https://virginiatech.
qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_
cumxRA4Mec96guy.

Monday, May 31:

Radford Memorial Day
Service

Hosted by VFW Post
776 and the Harvey-Howe-
Carper Post 30 of the Amer-
ican Legion at 11 a.m. at the
Bisset Park gazebo, Radford.

Ongoing:
Through May 14:

Young Chef Ingredient
challenge

Through Friday, May 14,
all day at the Montgomery
Floyd Regional Library on-
line. Calling all young chefs
to challenge their creativ-

ity by making a meal with

spring peas, basil, and any
kind of cheese (including
vegan). They can add more
ingredients to their recipe(s)
but the meal must include
all the ingredients listed.
Please submit a photo and
recipes by May 14. Email
shodges@mftl.org for fur-
ther questions and for sub-
mission.

All month of May

StoryWalk

All the month of May,
at the Christiansburg Li-
brary. Exercise your brain
and body as you read and
walk the trail. Begin at the
library College Street en-
trance of Downtown Park.
This month's book is "If You
Give a Pig a Pancake."

Grab-and-Go Crafis

All day at the Mead-
owbrook Public Library.
Drop by the library for
Take-and-Make Craft Kits.
Available for grab-and-go at
the library or with curbside
pickup. The kits are free, but

supplies are limited.

Through Saturday,
October 30:

Radford Farmers Market

The Radford Farmers
Market will be held each Sat-
urday through Oct. 30 from
9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. in
the New River Valley Com-
munity Service parking lot
(Old Wade’s parking lot) on
West Main Street.

COVID Companions seeks to curb isolation among
older adults by providing technology and a friend

Kirin Anand places
the Amazon Fire high-
definition tablet on the
front steps of a house and
rings the doorbell. Then
he walks back to his car
and makes a phone call.
His COVID Companion
answers and, after a brief
conversation, she opens
the door to retrieve the
new technology on her
doorstep.

The companion looks
out at her street and sees
Anand, a biological sys-
tems engineering major
at Virginia Tech. The
two wave an enthusiastic
greeting to each other be-
fore Anand starts his car
and pulls away.

Half an hour later,
he will call his compan-
ion again to make sure
she is acclimatizing to
the tablet. Together they
will navigate how the de-
vice connects to Wi-Fi,
how applications such
as Zoom and FaceTime
work, and how to use
the web browsers. Amid
the technical discussion,
they will talk of grand-
children, new recipes,
and how the COVID-19
vaccinations work.

This scenario is how
the COVID Compan-
ions program works, a
new partnership among
Virginia Tech’s Public
Health Program and

Center for Gerontology,
the Virginia Tech Corps
of Cadets, the New River
Valley Public Health Task
Force, the Blacksburg
Police Department, and
the Blacksburg Health
Department.

It is a buddy program
that connects older adults
with a friend within the
New River Valley com-
munity. The program
includes weekly phone
calls, video-calls, pen
pal correspondence, and
technology assistance to
help aid connectedness.

“The collaboration is
so important,” said Pa-
mela Teaster, director of
the Center for Gerontol-
ogy, “because an initia-
tive of this kind, one that
needs focus, energy, and
immediacy must have
these organizations and
more involved to help
meet the needs of older
adults in the New River
Valley who are isolated
because of COVID-19.”

The initiative is the
brainchild of Emily Hoyt
and Laura York, both
graduate  students in
public health and a cer-
tificate program from the
Center for Gerontology.
Together they have orga-
nized the effort with Cal-
lyn Niesen, a classmate
in public health, who
serves as the COVID

Companions’ volunteer
coordinator.

The program’s origins
stem from the New River
Valley Public Task Force,
which earlier during the
pandemic worked with a

group of students called
COVID Crushers. These

volunteers handed out
masks and COVID-19
prevention information

to the community.

The task force reached
out to Virginia Tech, and
Hoyt’s and York’s names
came up because they
are both in the Graduate
Certificate in Gerontol-
ogy program. Together
they brainstormed on
how to help the aging
population. Isolation and
technology were the two
issues that first came to
mind.

“While there was plen-
ty to do on the front lines
of the pandemic,” said

to the loss of contact and
an inability to navigate
technology.

“We had established
a fantastic working re-
lationship with the Vir-
ginia Tech Public Health

Anthony Wilson, chief program and had the top-

of the Blacksburg Police
Department and admin-
istrator of the program,
“our task force wanted to
make sure that we were
aware of collateral is-
sues that came with the
restricted living and loss
of services. Isolation was
one of the issues that
jumped out immediate-
ly. Many of our citizens
were suffering both men-
tally and physically due

ic come up in our weekly
conversation,”  Wilson
said. “Emily and Laura
immediately jumped on
the problem and came
back with this amazing
program concept. We
would help fund it and
they would take care of
everything else.”

Hoyt said they wanted
to do something that was
COVID safe and would
not put older adults in

PHOTO FROM PIXY.ORG (CCO PUBLIC DOMAIN)
COVID Companions provides older adults with both conversation and technology
in an effort to curb isolation.

danger. They decided to
do a telephone buddy
program in which vol-
unteers call older adults
at least once a week and
develop a friendship. But
there would also be a
technology piece. If the
older adult had access
to the Internet or Wi-Fi,
there would be funding
to provide a Fire HD tab-
let.

But the program does
more than just help the
aging population. It also
provides an opportunity
for students to enjoy a re-
lationship they might not
have otherwise been able
to experience.

“It’s through exposure

to that population that
we can help reduce age-
ism among community
members,” Hoyt said.
“So students can under-
stand, it’s not just, ‘oh,
they’re these old people
who are lonely.” No —
they’re real people who
have real emotions and
real-life experiences.
And it’s a symbiotic re-
lationship between the
volunteer and the older
adule”

“This is truly one of
the incredibly positive
outcomes that can occur
when a community faces
adversity,” said Wilson.
“The community joined
together to care for all.”

PETS-OF -“THE-WEEK

At this time, visits to the Animal Care and Adoption Center are limited to one party
at a time in the lobby area. Animal areas are not open to the public. To schedule an
appointment to meet a prospective pet call (540) 382-5795 or email animalcenter@

montgomerycountyva.gov

Socks

Pebble

Looking for your purrfect match? How about two? Pebble and her brother Socks are
a bonded pair who hang out together at the Animal Care and Adoption Center, and
they will need to live in the same home in the future. These young siblings love tons
of attention and affection. They enjoy nuzzling up to human hands for chin scratches

and head rubs.
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Hokie Olympians share perspectives
about competing on world’s biggest stage

PHOTO BY DAVE KNACHEL, VIRGINIA TECH ATHLETICS
Kristi Castlin was the first female from Virginia Tech

to win an Olympic medal,

taking bronze in the 100-

meter hurdles at the 2016 Summer Games. She was
recognized for that accomplishment at a Virginia Tech
foothall game later that fall.

Reliving their past Olym-
pic experiences and discuss-
ing Virginia Techs impact
on their lives served as the
main topics of discussion
for five Virginia Tech Olym-
pic athletes at the “Road to
Reunion: Hokie Olympian
Panel” held virtually re-
cently.

Olympians Kristi Cast-
lin, who was the first female
VT athlete to an Olym-
pic medal, Bimbo Coles,
Queen Harrison, Marcel
Lomnicky, and Darrell

Wesh participated in the
panel discussion. The event
served as a preview to the
type of programming Hok-
ies can expect at the univer-
sity's Reunion Weekend.

This year's reunion will
be held virtually June 8-11.
Hokies can sign up now to
participate. Registration in-
cludes all online events, and
participants can opt to score
a box of Hokie swag,.

Mike Burnop, a for-
mer Virginia Tech football
player and a member of the

Virginia Tech Sports Hall of
Fame, served as the moder-
ator for the hour-long Road
to Reunion event. Burnop,
who earned both his bach-
elors and masters degrees
in health and physical edu-
cation from Virginia Tech,
asked questions for approxi-
mately 45 minutes. Those
who registered for the event
then received time to ask
any of their questions.

As expected, all of the
panelists agreed that par-
ticipating in an Olympic
Games represented the ex-
perience of a lifetime. Coles
became the first Virginia
Tech athlete to compete in
the Olympics and to win
a medal when he made
the U.S. men’s basketball
team that won the bronze
medal at the 1988 Summer
Games in Seoul, South Ko-
rea. Castlin, Lomnicky, and
Wesh — all track and field
athletes — competed in
the 2016 Summer Games
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
Harrison, a three-time track
and field national cham-
pion at Virginia Tech, par-
ticipated in the 2008 Sum-
mer Olympics in Beijing,
China.

“My  experience was
great,” said Castlin, who
earned her political science
degree in 2010. “It took me
quite some time to make
my first team — eight years.
So when I finally crossed
the line and made it [at the

Olympic trials], I was hap-
py and ecstatic just to go to
the Olympics.

“It was a great experience
for me, as it was my first
Olympics and just going
and my friends and family
being there to celebrate and
just doing great things,”
Castlin said.

Castlin was the first for-
mer Virginia Tech athlete to
win an Olympic medal as
she took home the bronze
medal in the 100-meter
hurdles.

“For Haiti, it’s a little dif-
ferent than the U.S.,” said
Wesh (Human Develop-
ment ’15), who has dual
citizenship with the U.S.
and Hait, but competed
for Haiti in the 100-meter
race in Rio.

“We don’t have the trials
because our country is so
small, so all you really have
to do is get the Olympic A’
standard,” Wesh said. “So,
I remember getting that
Olympic 'A’ standard, and
I was crying to my mom
and crying to my dad. It
was like, ‘T did it I was set
to go.”

Lomnicky (Management
’13), who competed in the
hammer throw for his na-
tive Slovakia, is one of two
Virginia Tech athletes to
compete in two Olympics.
The other is Kaan Tayla, a
swimmer, who competed
for Turkey. Lomnicky com-
peted in the 2012 Olympic

Games in London and then
again in 2016 in Rio.

“The Olympic experience
was nice,” the two-time na-
tional champion at Virginia
Tech said. “In London, I was
scared. I was young. I didn’
know what to do. I didnt
make the finals.

”In Rio, I learned from
the first one. I had a lot
more experience. In Rio, I
made the finals and almost
got a medal — I got fifth,”
Lonnicky said. “It was
amazing, I really loved it.”

The Olympians talked
extensively of their time
in the Olympic Village,
the location where nearly
all of the athletes from all
the countries stay while in
a host city. Most of their
discussions centered on the
food.

Castlin and Lomnicky
found McDonald’s much
more to their liking than
the food options offered
within the village in Rio.

“They had a McDon-
ald’s that stayed open fairly
late, and the line for Mc-
Donald’s was like 25 or 30
meters long — no exag-
geration,” Castlin said. “I
found myself getting tired
of eating the same food that
they were providing [in the
Olympic Village]. T found
myself going to McDon-
ald’s more often. I literally
fueled an Olympic medal
off of McDonald’s.”

“The only difference

[between Rio and Lon-
don] was that, in London,
the McDonalds was lo-
cated right in the dining
hall,” Lomnicky said. “You
walked straight to the din-
ing hall and the McDon-
ald’s was right there. People
were not waiting in line. It
was quicker. It was amazing,

“The food there, they
tried to satisfy all the ath-
letes,” Lomnicky said.
"They had a Europe section
and an Asia section and all
the different styles of cook-
ing, but the food, in my
experience, was tasteless.
Thats why a lot of people
went to McDonald’s to get
cheeseburgers.”

Harrison, who earned
her sociology degree in
2010, said she loved stay-
ing in the Olympic Village,
where she got to know her
U.S. teammates and tried
all the various food options.

As a member of the
U.S. men’s basketball team,
Coles and his teammates
enjoyed the best of accom-
modations in Seoul.

“Our accommodations
were great,” said Coles, who
earned his degree in ap-
parel, housing, and resource
management in 1990. “We
pretty much did everything
first class. The food was
terrific. They had so many
different foods from every
country in the food court.
Just a great area. My experi-
ence was terrific.”

Scientists from VT, City of Hope aim

to improve therapy for deadly hrain cancer

Glioblastoma multi-
forme is among the most
lethal of cancers and the
most stubborn in the face
of treatment. Fewer than
20 percent of patients sur-
vive more than two years
after diagnosis, according
to the Central Brain Tu-
mor Registry of the United
States.

But a team of research-
ers at Fralin Biomedical
Research Institute at VIC
and City of Hope, a com-
prehensive care center in
California, believes the
complex way fluid flows
through glioblastoma tu-
mors holds the key to the
therapy’s success. They be-
lieve they can use that flow
to improve chimeric and-
gen receptor T cell therapy
(CAR-T) and help more
patients survive.

The National Institute
of Neurological Disorders
and Stroke, part of the Na-
tional Institutes of Health,
has awarded the team
$3.75 million to study the

impact of fluid flow on the
therapy over the next five
years.

“We believe we can ac-
tually encourage the T cells
to move deeper into the
tumor and search out those
invading tumor cells in the
brain and kill them,” said
Jennifer Munson, associate
professor at the Fralin Bio-
medical Research Institute.

Christine Brown, the
Heritage Provider Network
Professor in Immunother-
apy, and Russell Rockne,
director of the Division of
Mathematical ~ Oncology,
both at City of Hope in
Duarte, Calif., complete
the multi-investigator
team.

CAR-T cell therapy has
been successful in treat-
ing a range of cancers. The
method uses immune sys-
tem cells called T cells that
are genetically engineered
to recognize and kill can-
cer cells. These engineered
cells are injected into the

patient’s body where they
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Blacksburg High School.
She is concentrating on
studying science with a
focus on medicine. She
has a 4.16 GPA and is
co-founder and president
of the Biologist Club.
She plans on majoring in
human food and nutri-
tion with a double ma-
jor in public education
and wants to be a science
teacher.

Lockhart is a senior
at Auburn High School
who also serves as the
captain of the Science
Mountain Area Academ-
ic Competition. She is
both a Beta Club and a
National Honor Society
member.

Her college plans are
to study biology and
medical sciences. She
is planning to do post-
graduate work to become
a physician’s assistant or
a pharmacist.

Schulz is a senior
from Christiansburg
High School who won
the Outstanding Math
Student award. Jackson
earned 35 college credits
in high school and is a
member of the National

Honor Society and Phi
Theta Kappa Honor So-
ciety at New River Com-
munity College. He has
been accepted into the
Virginia Tech Compu-
tational Modeling and
Data Analytics program
and the Applied Math-
ematics program at Vir-
ginia =~ Commonwealth
University.

The club also awarded
the Outstanding Career
and Technical Education
Award, presented to a se-
nior student who is com-

_FISH DAY
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@Southern States
Wytheville 3:15-4:00
@Farmers Milling & Supply

“LIKE” us on Facebook!

To Place an Order Call:
1-800-643-8439
www.fishwagon.com

replicate and attack the tu-
mor.

But results of the thera-
py have been inconsistent
from patent to patient,
Munson said. The team’s
study aims to identify the
patient-specific factors that
cause the therapy to work
in some patients, but not
others, while improving
the therapy’s implementa-
tion.

Munson’s lab at the Fra-
lin Biomedical Research
Institute will study the
movement of liquid within
human tissues, called inter-
stitial fluid flow, to under-
stand how beneficial T cells
penetrate tumors. Munson
specializes in engineering
tissue models, so-called
“tumors in a dish,” which
can replicate the tumors of
individual patients so the
researchers can see how the
cells move inside a tumor.

“We want to know if we
can deliver T cells into a
specific part of the tumor,
or at a specific flow rate or

pleting the final year of
CTE studies. The nomi-
nee must be planning to
attend a community col-
lege or technical school
in the fall to complete
an associate or similar
degree in a career and
technical field.

The winner this year
was Margaret Ferguson,
a senior in the agricul-
ture program at Blacks-
burg High who is an
officer in the FFA. Mar-
garet has studied weld-
ing all four years in high

volume, to basically push
the T cells around or move
them where we need them
to go,” said Munson, who
also is an associate profes-
sor in the Department of
Biomedical  Engineering
and Mechanics in Virginia
Tech's College of Engi-
neering.

Rockne will build math-
ematical models to iden-
tify biomarkers to predict
if the therapy will be effec-
tive in individual patients.
He compared fluid flow
through tumors to a river
reaching the ocean, where
it may leak in numerous
directions.

Treatments and the sur-
vival rates for patients with
gliobastomas haven’t im-
proved in decades, Mun-
son said. The team’s study
affords an opportunity to
contribute to progress in
the ongoing enterprise of
the research community to
deploy multiple approach-
es to improve outcomes for
patients with this disease.

school with emphasis on
renewable energy. Her
goal is to attend New
River Community Col-
lege to study welding to
focus on wind turbines
and produce more re-
newable energy to ben-
efit the environment.
For  winning the
awards, each student
receives a $1,000 schol-
arship, and the Rotary
Club places a children’s
book in the Montgom-
ery-Floyd Regional Li-
brary in their honor.

32 Spring
*  Now |
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Associate Professor Jennifer Munson and her lah at
the Fralin Biomedical Research Institute at VTC will
build tissue-engineered model tumors to test how fluid
flow can be manipulated to improve CAR-T cell therapy
for glioblastoma, an aggressive form of brain cancer.
Munson and collabhorators at City of Hope received
a $3.75 million grant from the National Institute of
Neurological Disorders to support this research.
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QuoteWizard: Tornadoes down 14.4% in Virginia across last decade

Analysts at QuoteWizard,
one of the nation's leading
online insurance market-
places, have released a new
report tracking changes in
tornadic activity across the
United States that shows
tornadic activity in the com-
monwealth has declined by
14.4 percent since 2010.

That percentage repre-
sents a net decline of 33 tor-

nadoes in the state.

The report also shows that
tornado activity is increas-
ing in the Deep South while
states such as Kansas, Texas
and South Dakota in what
has traditionally been known
as Tornado Alley have seen
significantly fewer torna-
does. “Southern states like
Louisiana, Kentucky and
Mississippi have seen their

number of tornadoes in-
crease by 70% or more,” said
Nick VinZant, Sr. Research
Analyst at QuoteWizard.

In other findings, the
overall number of tornadoes
increased 11.7% from 2010
through 2019.

Wyoming, Kentucky, and
Pennsylvania had the largest
increases in tornadic activity.

South Dakota, Florida,

and South Carolina has the
largest decrease in tornadic
activity nationwide, torna-
does have caused more than
$14.1 billion in damages.
Virginia had 196 torna-

does from 2010-2019, ac-
cording to QuoteWizard.
Fourteen states had more

tornadoes than did Virginia
during the decade.
By comparison, Texas had

1196 tornadoes, the most of
any state but still a decline
of 134 total tornadoes; Kan-
sas had 935 tornadoes dur-
ing the decade, a decline of
89 tornadoes; and Missis-
sippi had 881, an increase in
the number of tornadoes of
75%.

Florida had the biggest
decline in the number of tor-
nadoes, 190.

WalletHub: Virginia’s unemployment
claims down by 77.45% from last year

In its latest study of
how the states are re-

covering from unem-
ployment claims, the
personal finance web-

site WalletHub said that
while the number of the
commonwealth’s claims
were higher last week
than at the start of 2020,
Virginia’s claims are nev-

ertheless down by 77.45

percent from a year ago.
The website’s survey
revealed that weekly un-
employment claims in
Virginia increased by
474.41% compared to
the same week in 2019.
This was the seventh big-
gest increase in the U.S.
Weekly  unemploy-
ment claims in Virginia

increased by 321.80%

compared to the start of
2020, the fourth biggest
increase in the U.S.

And weekly unem-
ployment claims in
Virginia decreased by
77.45% compared to the
same week last year. This
was the 17th smallest de-
crease in the U.S.

WalletHub noted that
the U.S. is making sig-

nificant progress in the
fight against COVID-19
with the distribution
of the vaccine, and this
has been reflected in the
job market, with new
unemployment  claims
decreasing  week-over-
week. Still, 9.7 million
Americans remain un-
employed due to the
COVID-19  pandemic,

according to the website.
The most recent avail-
able figures revealed
498,000 new unemploy-
ment claims nationwide,
which is a lot fewer than
the 6.1 million during
the peak of the pandem-
ic (a2 92% reduction).
Vermont had unem-
ployment claims last
week that were worse
than the same week last
year, the website said.
And, unfortunately, no
state had unemployment
claims figures last week
that were better than be-

fore the pandemic.
Virginia continues to
struggle in its recovery

from unemployment
claims. The latest Wal-
letHub survey ranked

the commonwealth as
the state that is recover-
ing at the sixth slowest
pace among the 50 states
and the District of Co-
lumbia. Only Michigan,
New Mexico, Delaware,
Rhode Island, and Ver-
mont are recovering at a
slower rate than is Vir-
ginia, according to Wal-
lecHub’s figures.

Virginia’s gas prices rise again; cyberattack
shuts down pipeline, shortages threaten

According to  Gas-
Buddy's daily survey of
4,081 stations in Virgin-
ia, gas prices in Virginia
are 5.2 cents per gallon

higher than a month ago
and stand $1.07/g hlgh—
er than a year ago.

In addition, a cyber-
attack has shut down
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the Colonial DPipeline,
which means that if the
problem is not resolved
and the flow of gasoline
does not resume soon,
Virginia motorists could
face gasoline shortages.

According to  Gas-
Buddy price reports, the
cheapest station in Vir-
ginia is priced at $2.17/g
today while the most ex-
pensive is $3.49/g, a dif-
ference of $1.32/g.

The national aver-
age price of gasoline
has risen 4.5 cents per
gallon in the last week,
averaging $2.95/g today.
The national average is
up 10.0 cents per gallon
from a month ago and
stands $1.12/g higher

than a year ago.

“While average gas
prices jumped last week
as the nation continues
to see COVID-19 re-
covery, all eyes are now
on the Colonial Pipeline
and the fact a cyberat-
tack has completely shut
all lines, leading to what
could become a major
challenge for fuel de-
livery," said Patrick De
Haan, head of petroleum
analysis for GasBuddy.

"The situation is
growing more intense
each day that passes
without the pipeline
restarting, and motor-
ists are advised to show
extreme restraint or ex-
acerbate and prolong

G rad u ates from page 1

“This is a life-changing
moment for all of our grad-
uates,” Lepre said. “This is
a day of justly deserved cel-
ebration. A day to also cel-
ebrate all those who have
supported them along the
journey to this stage.

“I am amazed at the
drive, dedication, motiva-
tion and inspiration of our
students, especially those
of you who have overcome
obstacles and barriers in
your educational journey
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CLUES ACROSS

1. Selects
5. A cutting remark
9. Teaspoonful (abbr.)

emotion

15. Italian Island

16. A coarse cloth with a
bright print

17. Propose a price

18. Sedimentary material
19. Tree toad genus

20. Passed time agreeably
22. Custodians

24. 3rd largest city in
Zambia

25. 18th Hebrew letter (var.)
26. Coasted on ice

27. Libyan dinar

food

46. Auto

28. Displayed exaggerated  52. Ice hackey feint
53. Drive obliquely, as of
31. Andalusian Gypsy

39. Hand drum of No. India
40. Astyle of preparing

42. Former ruler of
Afghanistan

43. AKA Cologne

44, Not generally occurring

47. Print errors

49. Interspersed among
50. Electrocardiogram
51. Churns

anail

12. Having two units or dances 54. Dried leaves of the hemp 23, Mourners
arts ¢ 33. Material plant 28. 0ld world, new
p13 Quality perceptible to 34. Article 55. Ardour 29. Atomic #25
the.sense )(;fptastep 35. Ballplayer Ruth CLUES DOWN 30. Sweet potato wind instru-
14, Expression of surprise 0 2th 1argest Greek 1. Lyric poems ment
X PISE iejand 2. Hungarian sheep dog 31. Legend

(var. sp.)

6. Samoan capital
7. Mythological hird

intercept blows

13. PA 18840

3. Apad of writing paper
4, Lists of candidates
5. Base, basket and foot

8. Urban row houses
9. Sensationalist journalism
10. Carried on the arm to

11. Estrildid finch genus

49

52

55

16. S.W. English town &
cheese
21. Runs disconnected

32. 3rd tone of the scale

33. Russian jeweler Peter Carl
35. Capital of Mali

36. Extremist sects

37. Violent denunciation

38. Tooth covering

39. Music term for silence

40. Smoldering embers

41. Writer Jong

43, Actor Kristofferson

45. Adam and Eve’s 1st home
48. Fish eggs

and in your life’s path,” the
provost told the graduates.

“Your Radford educa-
tion has prepared you to
use life’s setbacks as build-
ing blocks for future suc-
cess. It has given you the
skills to not only survive
but to thrive.”

Hundreds of the mem-
bers of the Class of 2020
recurned to campus for
their graduation, which
was postponed a year by
the pandemic. Logan
Richards, who earned his
undergraduate degree in
computer science, said he
participated in person for
his family.

«

My parents and grand-
parents wanted to experi-
ence this once-in-a-life-
time moment with me,”
Richards said. Within a
few hours of the com-
mencement ceremonies,
he was interviewing for his
first job after a year spent
interning in Salem.

“The pressure’s on,” he
said.

For Eric Molly of
Gloucester, Va., com-
mencement was “10 years
in the making” Molly
attended another univer-
sity for three years, took
three years off, and then
transferred to Radford.
His parents, brother, and
girlfriend all joined him to
celebrate the milestone.

“T couldn’t miss it,” said
Molly, who earned a de-
gree in music education.

Chanera Durante chose
to participate in the de-
layed ceremony as an ex-
ample to her 10-year-old
son, Camden. Durante
and Camden, both dressed
in graduate gowns, cagerly
waited in line at the cam-
pus fountain with other
Class of 2020 social work
graduates.

The mother and son,
originally from Freder-
icksburg, have lived in
Radford for the past seven
years so Durante could

the challenges, De
Haan said. “If the pipe-
line returns to service
in the next day or two,
the challenges will be
minimal, but if full re-
start doesn't happen by
then, we're likely to see
a slight rise in gas prices,
but more importantly,
challenges for motorists
needing fuel in Georgia,
Tennessee, the Caroli-
nas, Virginia, Northern
Florida and surrounding
areas. I'm hopeful the
situation will quickly
improve as multiple lev-
els of government are in-
volved.

“This may become
a nightmare should it
continue just ahead of

work toward both her un-
dergraduate and master’s
degrees in social work. She
also earned a minor degree
in special education and
a certificate in autism, an
achievement  especially
important to Durante.
Camden, she said, is
on the autism spectrum.
Throughout her time at
Radford, he would often
join her in the classroom
where dedicated faculty
would help Durante navi-
gate Camden’s unique ed-
ucational and social needs.
“Its been a blessing
the way that Radford has
included Camden and
helped us as a family,” Du-
rante said. “He’s as much a

Highlander as I am.”
Durante is also a first-
generation student and

said she wanted to make
attending college a “new
norm” for her family.

The pandemic also pre-
sented unexpected chal-
lenges for the Class of
2021, and they were fi-
nally able to conclude and
celebrate a year filled with
change.

“We've been waiting
for this a long time,” said
Cassic  Wolfe, standing
among a group of fellow
communication sciences
and disorders majors wait-
ing for the Waldron Col-
lege of Health and Hu-
man Services ceremony to
begin. “It’s great to be able
to have commencement
in person. I think every-
body's really excited for
this opportunity.”

Wolfe came to Radford
because of its speech-lan-
guage pathology program.

During the ceremony,
President Brian Hemphill
and Provost Lepre hon-
ored New River Health
District Director Noelle
Bissel, M.D. with the
Presidential Medallion for
Service “for her tireless ef-
forts and sheer determina-
tion to make a difference

the start of the sum-
mer driving season,” De
Haan said. “GasBuddy
will continue to watch
the situation and update
as necessary."

GasBuddy is the au-
thoritative  voice for
gas prices and the only
source for station-level
data spanning nearly
two decades. GasBud-
dy's survey updates 288
times every day from
the most diverse list of
sources covering nearly
150,000 stations nation-
wide, the most compre-
hensive and up-to-date
in the country. GasBud-
dy data is accessible at
htep://Fuellnsights. Gas-
Buddy.com.

in the lives of others, par-
ticularly during this past
year when the world was
devastated by the global
health pandemic.”

“It was her dedication
as a community leader
that guided us through a
time like no other,” Pro-
vost Lepre said. “Her
knowledge, skills and pos-
itive attitude are an inspi-
ration to all of us.”

Across campus, the Da-
vis College of Business and
Economics ceremony was
held on Moffett Lawn. Be-
fore the event, finance ma-
jor Luis Segal spoke about
the bittersweet moment of
graduating and then mov-
ing on to start a job the
following week in Rich-
mond, his hometown.

“My Radford experi-
ence has been great,” Segal
said. “Ic’s had its challeng-
es because of the pan-
demic, but everyone here
has been super supportive.
Radford has given me all
the tools I need. I couldn’
ask for anything better.”

At Cupp Stadium,
President Hemphill spoke
during the College of Hu-
manities and Behavioral
Sciences ceremony, where
his son, Jordan, earned a
degree in communication.

At RUC, three ceremo-
nies were held at the Ber-
glund Center to celebrate
the 2020 and 2021 gradu-
ates. A ceremony at 10
a.m. recognized the 2020
graduates from all pro-
grams at RUC, and cer-
emonies at 1 and 4 p.m.
recognized the 2021 grad-
uates with programs split
between the two events.

President ~ Hemphill
conferred the degrees af-
ter which the ceremonies
ended with a recession
from the arena where
RUC faculty lined up in
a gauntlet, congratulating
the new graduates — now
RUC alumni — as they
passed.
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Akers, George Anderson

George Anderson Akers, 83, of Chris-
tiansburg, died May 7, 2021, at Lewis-
Gale Medical Center, Salem, with his
family by his side.

He was born in Montgomery Coun-
ty on March 14, 1938, to the late Lucy
and Freeman Akers. He was preceded in
death by sisters Beulah Nester, Reba Mer-
edith, and Betty Lou Linkous; and broth-
ers Curtis Akers, Alvin Akers, Balford
“Rowdy” Akers, Melvin James Akers, and
Franklin Lee Akers.

He is survived by his wife of 59 years,
Joyce Graham Akers; a daughter and
son-in-law, Norma and Ray Willis; a son
and daughter-in-law, Mark and Chrys-
tal Akers; grandchildren Brittany Ak-
ers Martin and husband, Daniel, and

Brooke Akers Mast and husband, Junior;
a great-grandchild, Wyatt Anderson Ak-
ers; a sister and brother-in-law, Beva and
Henderson Woods; brothers and sisters-
in-law, Beamer and Ellewese Aker, and
Raymond and Charlotte Akers; sisters-in-
law, Edith Akers Conley and Nelva Ak-
ers; numerous nieces and nephews, and
special friends Bob and Debbie Ashcraft.

Funeral services were conducted Mon-
day, May 10, 2021, at 2 p.m. in the Mc-
Coy Funeral Home Chapel with Pastor
Jason Meredith and the Rev. Kenneth
Poston officiating. Interment followed in
the Akers Family Cemetery.

The family received friends prior to the
service at McCoy Funeral Home, Blacks-
burg.

Korslund, Mary Katherine

Mary Katherine
Korslund, 86, of Blacks-
burg, died peacefully in her
sleep on April 29, 2021, in
the Radford Health and
Rehab Center following a
long physical decline.

She was born on Sep-
tember 18, 1934, in rural
Thor, Iowa, on the family
farm, the youngest daugh-
ter of Edwin and Clara
(Foss) Korslund, to the
delight of three older sib-

tigators.

She is remembered with
fondness by the many stu-
dents and colleagues for
whom she provided guid-
ance and wisdom over
her many years of teach-
ing classes at all levels and
designing novel research
projects. She is particu-
larly acknowledged as an
outstanding mentor for
students to enable them

lings, Allen, Jeannette, and Lois (all de-
ceased).

She is survived by a sister- in-law,
Charlene Korslund of Edina, Minn.;
four nephews, John Korslund of Fulton,
Md.; David Korslund of Amsterdam, The
Netherlands; Douglas Korslund of Chi-
cago, Ill.; and James Korslund of Edina,
Minn.; and two cousins, Brian Rainer of
Champaign, Ill., and Mary Nan Meyer
of Long Beach, Calif., plus eight grand-
nephews and nieces. Her loss is also
mourned by her special companion dog,
Happy, and numerous close friends in the
Blacksburg area who were devoted in re-
maining close to her.

Mary’s professional career was driven
by an interest in teaching that started in a
country school in rural Iowa. She gained
pedagogical experience tutoring a young
cousin brought into the Korslund family.

Mary graduated from Eagle Grove
Iowa High School in 1952, and then
carned a Bachelor of Science degree in
Foods and Nutrition from Iowa State
University in 1956, followed by the com-
pletion of dietetics internships at the Uni-
versities of Michigan and Wisconsin. She
returned to Iowa State to earn a Master of
Science degree in 1962.

She accepted an assistant professor po-
sition at Virginia Tech in the Department
of Human Nutrition and Foods in 1964
and remained on the faculty for 31 years
until her retirement in 1995. During that
time, she was granted a leave of absence
to study at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln and received a PhD from that
institution in 1972.

Dr. Korslund was active in both teach-
ing and research. Many of her research
projects focused on determining the nu-
trient needs of children and teens and
how best to meet those needs. Her find-
ings were reported in scientific journal
articles she co-authored with other inves-

to achieve accreditation in
the field and for initiating and guiding a
new dietetics internship program based
in Northern Virginia and Blacksburg,.

Mary has been described by faculty
colleagues and administrators as a col-
laborative colleague, a team player, and a
powerful mentor in a relatively new and
emerging field of science-based human
nutrition and its application by dietitians.
Her excellence was recognized by Virgin-
ia Tech, which named her an Associate
Professor Emerita upon her retirement.

Importantly in Blacksburg, Mary was
an enthusiastic Hokie fan, holding her
midfield season ticket seat in Lane Sta-
dium since Frank Beamer played in the
backfield. For many years she and a group
of friends also held season tickets to men’s
and women’s basketball, yet she alone
also was an avid follower of the wrestling
team.

Mary was a longtime active member
of Luther Memorial Congregation in
Blacksburg where she enjoyed singing in
the choir. She also enjoyed chaperoning
several collegiate opera tours for Radford
University. For those wishing to remem-
ber Mary in some way, the family suggests
that any gifts be directed through Luther
Memorial Church to a hunger or spiritual
mission of your choice in her memory.

Funeral services will be conducted
at 10 am. on Saturday June 5, 2021,
outdoors at Luther Memorial Church,
600 Prices Fork Road, Blacksburg, VA,
24060, with the Reverend Monica Weber
officiating (indoors in case of rain). Fam-
ily and friends may linger as permissible
after the service to share smiles, laughter,
and perhaps a few tears in celebration of
Mary’s life.

Interment of cremains will occur later
with family graveside services near Eagle
Grove, lowa. Arrangements by McCoy
Funeral Home, Blacksburg.

Rogers, Elizabeth H.

Elizabeth H. “Liz”
Rogers, 86, of Blacks-
burg, beloved mother,

textile artist, shepherd-
ess, and math teacher,
died on May 5, 2021,
leaving this world on her
terms and exactly as she
lived it: enjoying good
food, a glass of wine, and
surrounded by family.
She was born June 18,

1934, in Pasadena, Calif.,

leader, teaching sew-
ing and entomology, as
well as running a sheep
farm in Columbus, N.].,
where visitors often en-
countered lambs run-
ning around the kitchen
and something delicious
in the oven. Her artistry
in textiles included spin-
ning, sewing, crocheting,
and knitting. But her
true talent was in quilt-

to George J. and Anna
(Turnbull) Hall. A gifted student, she
received a scholarship and endured
four years at Bryn Mawr College, leav-
ing there with a bachelor’s degree and a
wedding engagement, which the presi-
dent of the university denounced say-
ing “only our failures marry.”

Ever the rebel, she wed a Princeton
graduate and U.S. Marine, Trenton,
N.J., native Robert Frank Rogers, on
Aug. 18, 1956, at the First United
Presbyterian Church in Pasadena. Her
husband, who became a zoning attor-
ney in Burlington, N.J., died in Au-
gust 2003.

Liz worked at a bank, then taught
middle school math at Northern Burl-
ington Jr.-Sr. High School. She birthed
four children: Bob, Tony, Anna, and
Amy, all of whom survive and are mar-
ried to Shirley, Renee, Mark Shuster,
and Brian Rensberger respectively.
She was blessed with nine astound-
ing grandchildren, all of whom sur-
vive, and supported their talents and
exploits. In addition to her spouse of
47 years, she was preceded in death
by her parents and an older brother,
George (Flo) Hall. Her sister, Melinda,
survives.

She will be remembered as a 4-H

ing, which combined her
love of math with principles of art and
deft use of color.

She attended Hedding United
Methodist Church for many years.
Upon moving to Blacksburg, she at-
tended Blacksburg United Methodist
Church, visited Reevesville Baptist
Church, and most recently supported
Newport-Mt. Olivet United Method-
ist Church. She was also a strong sup-
porter of the Special Olympics, cheer-
ing on her grandson, George. She was
an avid gardener, a voracious reader,
and Hokies fan who loved sports of all
kinds. She was outspoken and stub-
born but had a great sense of humor.
She made dear friends in New Jersey,
Idaho, South Carolina, Virginia, and
beyond.

A memorial service was held Satur-
day, May 8, at McCoy Funeral Home,
150 Country Club Drive SW, Blacks-
burg VA, 24060. In lieu of flowers,
memorials may be sent to the funeral
home but made payable to Special
Olympics of VA Area 9, or Reevesville
Baptist Church for meals ministry, or
Newport-Mt. Olivet United Method-
ist Church. The memorial service was
recorded, and a link will be provided

to those who request it.

Moore, William H.

William H. “Fish” Moore, 61, of
Christiansburg, formerly of Coalwood
and Bluefield, W.Va., passed away
Wednesday, May 5, in Greensboro,
N.C., where he had recently moved.

William had worked at several fast
food restaurants and diners. His most
recent employment in the area was
at Hardee’s #2347, Roanoke Street,
Christiansburg.

He was a member of Truevine Bap-
tist Church in Coalwood W.Va.

William was preceded in death by
his parents, Joseph and Carrie Moore.
He is survived by his first wife, Rhon-
da Moore of Florida, and his second
wife, Kathy Hall Moore of Bluefield,
W.Va.

He is also survived by his children,
Lovie “Lil” Carrie Moore of Florida,

and Phillip Hall (Samantha) and Ni-
cole of North Carolina, grandchildren
Armani and Anivah of Florida, and
Tye'via and Jakhai of North Caroli-
na; brothers Pastor Joseph Moore, Sr.
(Blanche) of Coalwood, W. Va., David
Moore (Deborah) of Christiansburg,
Doug Moore (Dilana) of Dumfries,
and Jack Moore (Moneeka) of Rad-
ford; and sisters the Rev. Helen Moore
and Jacqueline Robinson (David) both
of Christiansburg, as well as a host of
nieces, nephews, uncles, aunts, and
friends.

Memorial services will be conduct-
ed Thursday, May 13, 2021, at 1 p.m.
in the McCoy Funeral Home Chapel
with Pastor Joseph Moore officiat-
ing. Arrangements by McCoy Funeral
Home, Blacksburg.

Sampson, Bernice Louise Harper

Bernice Louise Harper
Sampson made the jour-
ney to her eternal home
on May 8, 2021.

She was born in Unit-
ed, W.Va., on April 24,
1931, to Dora (Stanley)
and Van Harper.

She was the youngest
of eight children. She
grew up in Cabin Creek,
W.Va., where she met her
husband and the love of

in-law, Wanda and
Johnny Gibson of Clay-
tor Lake, Va.; grandsons
and  granddaughter-in
law, Garland (Cheryl)
Vaughan of Blacksburg,
and Glenn Vaughan of
Fairlawn, Va.; and a host
of nieces and nephews.
Bernice was fiercely
independent and private
by nature, but she always

had good words for her

her life, Harry, when she
was just a teenager. They married on
June 19, 1948, when she was 17. They
had a son, Harry Lee, Jr., who died at
birth and later a daughter, Wanda.

Bernice was a full-time homemaker
until her daughter started school, at
which time she decided to further her
education and get her teaching creden-
tials. She taught elementary school in
Clay County, W.Va., and until today
kept pictures of her students and a spe-
cial memory of each one. She loved her
teaching career, but gave it up to help
raise her grandsons. Later, she worked
as a department manager in a small de-
partment store.

Her greatest mission on earth was to
love and nurture her family and keep
the nicest home possible for them. She
excelled at cooking and cleaning and,
according to Harry, her family owned
the patent on cleanliness. There was
never a visit that didn’t include food.

She was preceded in death by her
husband, Harry; her son, Harry, Jr;
her father and mother, Van and Dora
(Stanley) Harper; a brother and sister-
in-law, Alva (Thelma) Harper; sisters
and brothers-in-law, Lola (Earnie)
Morris, Phleta (Mac) Davis, Bleka
(Robert) Profitt, Delphia (Thomas)
Spencer, Leona (Fred) Rose, and Ar-
lene (Joseph) Batton.

She is survived by her loving and
devoted family, a daughter and son-

neighbors and described
them as the friendliest group she had
ever known. She tried to learn the
first names of all the people whom she
saw regularly and never failed to greet
them.

We have lost our wonderful mother,
and we will miss her terribly, but she
has given us the strength to continue.
She has been the glue that held us to-
gether by her own sacrifices. Heaven
has gained the greatest housekeeper of
them all, and we have no doubt that
she is eager to assist in maintaining the
house of the Lord to keep it orderly
and in harmony and to reunite with
her husband.

“Do not let your hearts be troubled.
Trust in God, trust also in me. In my
Father’s house are many rooms; if it
were not so, I would have told you. I
am going there to prepare a place for
you. And if I go and prepare a place for
you, I will come back and take you to
be with me that you also may be where
I am. You know the way to the place
where I am going.”

John 14:1-4

The family would like to thank In-
trepid Hospice for their excellent care
in a most difficult time. In keeping
with her wishes, there will be a private
graveside service in Oak Hill, W.Va.
The Sampson family is in the care of
Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory
in Radford.

Send community news and photos
to communitynews@ourvalley.org
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Yard Sales - Salem

Large Church &
Multi Family

Yard Sale
Saturday May 22nd
8AM-2PM
Green Hill Church of the
Brethren
2699 Harborwood Rd
Antiques, Guitars,
Jewelry, Household items,
books, DVDs Seasonal
decorations, Dishes, Toys,
Girls bike, Furniture,
Tools, etc.

All items have been priced
and sorted. Other family
yard sales onsite.

Hot dogs, chips, drinks &
homemade desserts
available.

For Rent -

Apartments

2,3,4BR

Townhouse Style
accepting applications.
Short waiting list, HUD
subsidized, W/D hookups,
private patio, water &
trash incl. Fairfax Village
Apts. 332 Fairfax St.,
Radford Cambridge
Square 1805 Whipple Dr.
NW Blacksburg 540-731-
1786 EHO TDD #800-828-
1120

Wanted - To Buy

Cash paid
Coin Collections
Or Indian artifacts
540-988-2420

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD
Mixed Hardwood.
Call 540-529-2745

Delivery in Botetourt only

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE
Unprinted end rolls of
newsprint. Great for
packing & shipping, moving
& storage and for art
projects. Various sizes
available. Stop by the
Salem Times-Register 1633
West Main St. or call
(540)389-9355 for details.

For Sale - Seasonal

Items

Use DD-33
to kill fleas & ticks on dogs
& cats on contact.
H&H Outdoors 254-2420.
(www.kennelvax.com)

Help Wanted -

General

Part Time
Newspaper
Production Help
The Salem TimesRegister

has openings for
afternoon/evening shift
work inserting, labeling
and bundling newspapers
for delivery. No
experience necessary.
Hours may vary. Will train.
$7.50 per hour. Contact
Lynn Hurst, General
Manager, Salem-Times
Register (540)389-9355
or email
Ihurst@ourvalley.org

TAP (Total Action for
Progress) is the second
largest community action
agency in Virginia,
employing more than 300
employees. We
encourage people to think
creatively, grow
professionally, and make
a positive impact within
the agency and in the
communities in which we
serve.

The following position is
open with TAP:

Education Coordinator

Help Wanted -

General

The Education
Coordinator ensures all
center based programs
are operated in a way that
provides children with
educational experience
that help them grow
cognitively, socially,
emotionally and
physically. BA, BS degree
with concentration in early
childhood development . 4
years working with
families and young
children. 3 years’
experience in a
supervisory capacity.
Demonstrated knowledge
of child development for
children under 6. HS
diploma/GED required 6
months working w/family
services program
required. Must be
capable of completing
certification in First Aid
and CPR for infants and
children. Must have ability
to move w/ease and lift a
min. 40Ibs., able to
interact w/children,
possess a valid VA
driver’s license and
access to reliable
transportation. Must be
able to adjust work
schedule as needed.
Complete background
check required. FT,
w/competitive benefits.
Salary: $17.10-24.71/hr.
Submit cover letter and
resume to: TAP, Human
Resources, Job Code:
EC-HS, PO Box 2868,
302 2nd St., Roanoke, VA
24001-2868 or fax to 540-
345-1944

Applicant email address is
required for response
concerning this job.

For more information
about this job and to apply
online:

See our website:
www.tapintohope.org

TTY: 540-345-4096

AA/EOE/Drug Free
Workplace

Bilinguals encouraged to
apply.

JOB

OPPORTUNITIES
MEALS ON WHEELS
SUPERVISOR
Daleville
Local Office on Aging, Inc.

(LOA) seeks a flexible,
dependable person to
coordinate Meals-on-
Wheels deliveries for 20
hours per week (Monday-
Friday), 8:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. The job is located at
St. Mark’s United
Methodist Church in
Daleville. Supervising the
Meals-on-Wheels program
includes deliveries to
homebound seniors,
routing new clients &
managing volunteers.
Must be able to lift up to
25 |bs. Must provide own
transportation reimbursed
at $.47 per mile. Benefits
include sick/annual leave
& 14 paid holidays. Must
be sensitive to the needs
of the elderly. $11.33 per
hour. Older workers are
encouraged to apply. For
an application or further
information contact the
LOA Central office at 540-
345-0451 or online at
www.loaa.org. Completed
applications must be
received by 4:30 p.m. May
19, 2021 at the LOA
Office on 4932 Frontage
Road, NW, Roanoke, VA
24019.

EOE/AAH

Full-time Assistant
Commonwealth's
Attorney/Juvenile
and Domestic
Relations Court

Prosecutor.
Please send resume to
P.O. Box 4, Fincastle, VA
24090.

& CUSTER’S

* Repair work, new
construction, etc.

* Quality Work At A
Reasonable Price

hh

PLASTERING
AND DRYWALL

* No job too large or small

Call 864-6498

‘g

Help Wanted -
Health Care

Life Center of

Galax
Hiring for full and part-time
RNs & LPNs, sign-on
bonus for night-shift.
Apply today by going to:
www.galaxrecovery.com
Life Center of Galax is an
Equal Opportunity
Employer

Legals - Botetourt

County

ORDER OF

PUBLICATION
COMMONWEALTH OF
VIRGINIA VA. CODE
§§ 1-211.1; 8.01-316,
-317, 20-104
Case No. CL20000449-00
Botetourt Circuit Court
One West Main St, Suite
120, Fincastle, VA 24090
Michael Loving Coleman
V.

Sondra Walters Coleman
The object of this suit is to:
OBTAIN A DIVORCE

It is ORDERDED that
Sondra Walters Coleman
appear at the above-named
court and protect his/her
interests on or before June
8, 2021.

April 19, 2021
Tommy L. Moore
Clerk

Legals - City of
Salem

pertaining to guidance
services, medical
offices/clinic, and outpatient
mental health and
substance abuse clinics of
the CODE OF THE CITY
OF SALEM, VIRGINIA.

Copies of the proposed
plans, ordinances or
amendments may be
examined in the Office of
the City Planner,
Community Development,
21 South Bruffey Street,
Salem, Virginia.

At said hearing, parties in
interest and citizens shall
have an opportunity to be
heard relative to the said
request.

THE COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF SALEM, VIRGINIA
BY

H. Robert Light

Clerk of Council

ORDER OF
PUBLICATION

Commonwealth of Virginia
VA. CODE § 8.01-316

Case No. JJ013851-08-00
BOTETOURT JDR
DISTRICT COURT
Juvenile and Domestic
Relations District Court
Commonwealth of Virginia,
in re JOYCE, AUDREY
ELIZABETH
COMMONWEALTH OF
VA - DSS
.
UNKNOWN FATHER
The object of this suit is to:
TERMINATION OF
PARENTAL RIGHTS TO
AUDREY E. JOYCE

It is ORDERED that the
defendant UNKNOWN
FATHER appear at the
above-named Court and
protect his or her interests
on or before 07/20/2021
01:00 PM
05/03/2021
Pamela Jarvis
CLERK

ABC NOTICE

Shree Prabhat 1, trading as
BP Quickmart, 330
Wildwood Rd, Salem,
Virginia 24153.

The above establishment is
applying to the VIRGINIA
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE
CONTROL (ABC)
AUTHORITY for a Wine and
Beer Off Premises license
to sell or manufacture
alcoholic beverages.

Prakash Jariwala

NOTE: Objections to the
issuance of this license
must be submitted to ABC
no later than 30 days from
the publishing date of the
first of two required
newspaper legal notices.
Objections should be
registered at
www.abc.virginia.gov or
800-552-3200.

Legals - City of

Salem

Notice is hereby

given to
all interested persons that
the Council of the City of
Salem, at its regular
meeting on Monday, May
24,2021, at 6:30 p.m., in
the Community Room of the
Salem Civic Center, 1001
Roanoke Boulevard, in the
City of Salem, Virginia, will
hold a public hearing,
pursuant to Sections 15.2-
2204 and 15.2-2285 of the
Code of Virginia, as
amended, to consider
approval of the following
requests relative to the
CODE OF THE CITY OF
SALEM, VIRGINIA:

1) Hold public hearing to
consider the request of
Scott A. Boggs, property
owner, for the issuance of a
Special Exception Permit to
allow retail sales on the
property located at 407 East
Burwell Street (Tax Map #
120-1-5).

2) Hold public hearing to
consider amending Chapter
66, Article | In General,
Section 66-9, Article IlI
Construction Location,
Division 1 Generally,
Section 66-73, Article IV
Permitted Signs by Use and
District, Section 66-107, and
Article V Definitions, Section
66-151, of the CODE OF
THE CITY OF SALEM,
VIRGINIA pertaining to
signs.

3) Hold public hearing to
consider amending Chapter
106, Zoning, Article Il
District Regulations,
Sections 106-204.3(B)1,
106-208.3(B)1, 106-
213.3(B)1 pertaining to
single-family dwellings;
Article lll Use & Design
Standards, Section 106-
304.5(B)(D) pertaining to
home occupations, Section
106-308 pertaining to office
uses, Article IV
Development Standards,
Section 106-404.11(A)(E)
pertaining to parking, Article
V Administration, Sections
106-504(A), 106-514, 106-
518 pertaining to zoning
permits, enforcement, and
civil penalties and Article VI,
Definitions and Use Types,
Section 106-602, Use
Types, Section 106-602.5
Civic Use Types and 106-
602.7 Office Use Types,

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given to all
interested persons that the
Board of Zoning Appeals of
the City of Salem, Virginia
will hold a public hearing, in
accordance with the
provisions of Sections 15.2-
2204 and 15.2-2309 of the
1950 Code of Virginia, as
amended, on May 27, 2021,
at 4:00 p.m. in the
Community Room of the
Salem Civic Center, 1001
Roanoke Boulevard, in the
City of Salem, Virginia, to
consider the following
applications.

The request of David D.
Arp, property owner, for a
variance from Section 106-
202.3(B)(1) and (2)
pertaining to site
development regulations,
for the property located at
1416 North Mill Road, Tax
Map # 34 3 8. The petitioner
is requesting a variance to
allow a shed in the side
yard, a one-foot variance of
side-yard setback for the
shed and a variance of four
and a quarter foot for an
engineered panel cover
over the driveway.

At this hearing, all parties in
interest will be given an
opportunity to be heard,
present evidence, and show
cause why such requests
should or should not be
granted. For additional
information, contact the
Office of the Zoning
Administrator, 21 South
Bruffey Street, Salem,
Virginia (Phone 375 3032).

THE BOARD OF ZONING
APPEALS OF THE CITY
OF SALEM

BY: Mary Ellen H. Wines,
CZA, CFM
Zoning Administrator

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!
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Legals -

Montgomery
County

ORDER OF

PUBLICATION
COMMONWEALTH OF
VIRGINIA

VA. CODE §§ 1-211.1;
8.01-316, -317, 20-104
Case No. CL21000419-00
Montgomery County

Circuit Court

55 East Main Street Suite 1
Christiansburg, VA 24073
VADEN, KEILA ADAIRE

V.

VADEN, JOSHUA LEE

The object of this suit is to:
COMPLAINT OF DIVORCE
It is ORDERED that
JOSHUA LEE VADEN
appear at the above-named
court and protect his/her
interests on or before JULY
4,2021.

May 4, 2021
ERICAW. CONNER
CLERK

NOTICE OF

ELECTION
NEW RIVER COMMUNITY
ACTION, INC. (NRCA)

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
TARGET AREA
REPRESENTATIVE
ELECTION

DATE, TIME, AND
LOCATION OF ELECTION:
New River Community
Action, 110 Roanoke Street,
Christiansburg. May 27,
2021, 2:00 - 3:00 PM

PURPOSE OF THE
ELECTION: To elect target
area representative to sit on
the Board of Directors of
NRCA to represent
Montgomery County. The
Board manages the affairs
and sets the policies for
NRCA. NRCA has as its
purpose to alleviate poverty
in the New River Valley by
such programs as Head
Start, Children's Health
Improvement Partnership,
Housing and Homeless
Programs, VA CARES,
Emergency Assistance, and
outreach services for other
human service agencies.

PERSONS ELIGIBLE TO
VOTE: All persons residing
in Montgomery County who
are eighteen (18) years of
age or older and whose
family income falls within
the Poverty Income
Guidelines to determine
eligibility for being served
shall be eligible to vote.
Persons not meeting these
criteria can neither
nominate nor vote at this
election.

Call 633-5133 for more
details or to nominate an
individual.

STATEWIDE

ADS

terms and conditions. 1-877-
636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar
plus battery storage system.
SAVE money, reduce your
reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and
power your home. Full in-
stallation services available.
$0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obliga-
tion, quote today. Call 1-833-
688-1378

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced  debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate to-
day. 15% off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-877-614-6667

ATTN. CONTRACTORS:
Advertise your business
statewide and in other
states. Affordable Print and
Digital Solutions to reach
Homeowners. Call Landon
Clark at Virginia Press Serv-
ices 804-521-7576, HYPER-
LINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.
net”landonc@vpa.net

www.ourvalley.org

STATEWIDE

ADS
RECRUITMENT

HIRING? We can help you fill
your open positions! Promote
job listings statewide! Afford-
able Print and Digital Adver-
tising Solutions reaching job
seekers. Call this paper or
Landon Clark at Virginia Press
Services 804-521-7576, HY-
PERLINK  “mailto:landonc@
vpa.net”landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested,
$395+$86 court cost. WILLS
$195.00. No court appear-
ance. Estimated completion
time twenty-one days. Hilton
Oliver, Attorney (Facebook).
757-490-0126. Se Habla Espa-
nol. BBB Member. HYPERLINK
“https://hiltonoliverattorney-
va.com” https:/hiltonoliver-
attorneyva.com.

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-
TEED Life Insurance! No medi-
cal exam or health questions.
Cash to help pay funeral and
other final expenses. Call Phy-
sicians Life Insurance Com-
pany- 844-509-1697 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/vapress

TRANSFORM YOUR BATH OR SHOWER
IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY

CALL NOW

~$500 Off

1

1

' NOPAYMENTS& |
| © "ONTEREST g
1

1

UNTIL 2022
Offer Expires 6.30.2021 !

Military & Senior
Discounts Available

844-945-1631

“includes product and fabor, bathtub, shovier or walk- tub and wall sumound. This
promotion cannot be combined vith any other offr. Other restitions may apply. This
offer expires June- 30, 2021. Each dealrship is independently onned and operated.

Third party o qualfy. See your dealer for

STATEWIDE
ADS

AUCTIONS

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS: Ad-
vertise your upcoming auc-
tions statewide and in other
states. Affordable Print and
Digital Solutions reaching
your target audiences. Call
this paper or Landon Clark
at Virginia Press Services
804-521-7576, HYPERLINK
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net”
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Vinyl Replacement Windows
Starting at $235* Installed
w/Free Trim Wrap Call 804-
739-8207 for MORE details!
Ronnie Jenkins Il Siding,
Roofing, Gutters and More!

GENERAC Standby Genera-
tors provide backup power
during utility power outag-
es, so your home and family
stay safe and comfortable.
Prepare now. Free 7-year
extended warranty (5695
value!). Request a free quote
today! Call for additional

1-877-614-6667

pary
detals. €2021 BCI AcrycInc.

GENERAC
pusm——— ]

GeoConstructors Inc., provides customers with innovative solutions
to their foundation and grade challenges in VA, MD, DC, NY, NJ,
NC, SC and PA. We are hiring experienced:

Excavation Laborers with lagging experience
Skid Steer Operators e Quality Control Production Inspectors

Heavy road travel with a trip home every other weekend.
Consistent overtime earnings, vacation, medical benefits,
per diem, travel pay+ 401K match. EOE

Hiring NOW:
Send resume to

employment@
GeoConstructors.com

School Counselor - Elementary
Elementary Teacher

Special Education Teacher

Testing and Technology Resource Teacher
Teacher - Middle School Math

Teacher - Mathematics

Teacher - Chorus

Teacher - Technology

SEEKING TO FILL THE FOLLOWING
POSITIONS:

Teacher - Accounting/Economics & Personal Finance
Teacher - Megatronics & Manufacturing

Teacher - Agriculture

Testing Resource Teacher (11 month)

Technology Resource Teacher

Teacher - Gifted & Talented

School Psychologist

Candidates must apply at www.ocss-va.org

EACH

il AD NETWORKI

VIRGINIA PROMOTE YOUR

REACH OVER 1.5 MILLION
Virginia Readers Weekly

HIRING?

JOB LISTING
STATEWIDE!

Print and Digital Advertising Solutions starting at $300

Contact this paper or Landon Clark - landon@vpa.net to get started today.

AN ORGANIZED HOME
IS A HAPPY HOME

Add space to your kitchen and time to your busy schedule with ShelfGenie’s
custom pull-out shelves installed in your existing cabinets

ShelfGenie

EVERYTHING WITHIN REACH

a Neighborly company

80% OFF
INSTALLATION

“Limit one offer per household. Must
purchase 5+ Classic/ Designer Shelves.
EXP 6/

Schedule Your FREE Design Consultation:

(866) 982-2260

Hours: Mon - Fri 9am-9pm, Sat10am - 4pm EST
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SINESY SERVICES DIRECTO

SENIOR FOR
SENIORS

PAINTING &
RESIDENTIAL
MAINTENANCE

Gell:
540-293-4271
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embrace

homeloans
Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597
540.309.5013
riewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100
Roanoke, VA 24018 @

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA.
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street - New Castle, VA
Phone: (540) 864-6390  Fax: (540) 864-6356

*Physical Exams * X-ray Services
* Laboratory Services * Acute Care
*Mental Health Services * Well Baby Checks

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

EVANS
ELECTRICAL &
PLUMBING SERVICE

Fincastle
Residential « Commercial
Industrial « Remodeling
New Construction

473-2481 » 276-228-5863 cell
Class A License ¢ Insured
Master Tradesman

CARPET
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE
FLOORS
Repairs « New Sales ¢ Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908

Licensed & Insured
carpetroanoke.com

RETIREMENT PLANNING

Face it, you only get one shot at a
successful retirement. We can help.

TALK TO WALT

\ / WALTER S. KEARNS, JR., CFP® (540) 389-0300

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.

1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

OOF /7
\_‘\‘EAKS? "
CircrLE R
ROOFING OF
VIRGINIA

Call for A FREE EstimATE

Rob Gendreau ° 540.784.0500

Lisa Martin, REALTOR®

Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains
Premier, REALTORS

(540) 597-0480

Lisa@Lisa2buy.com « www.Lisa2buy.com

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA 24083

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HomeServices
!B EX A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

CENTURY 21 (&

Wampler Realty

64 Wendover Road

Daleville, Va 24083

Cell: 540-312-7792

Office: 540-992-2500

sfleshmansells@hotmail.com
REALTOR

Each office is independently
owned and operated

SHERRYE

FLESHMAN

v

BAG

A GREAT DEAL IN THE
CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad,

call 389-9355

WHERE PATIENTS COME FIRST

ALL evaluations & treatments by a licensed physical therapist

115 Shenandoah Avenue, Daleville - 540-591-5360
1620 Apperson Drive, Salem « 540-444-0291

Roof Replacement
& Repair

All 1st Responders and

Health Care Workers
receive a 5% discount

540-966-0688 ¢ PO Box 630, Daleville, VA 24083
www.southerntracellc.com

@ié‘*ss'ﬁ@@

389-9355

Rory “Tater” Benson,
REALTOR®

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

540.342.9600

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®
~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~
+40 years Land Management, Farming,

Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired)

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
Farms - Recreation Land

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

Bl @

Medicare Questions?
Let me help.

« Turning 65 in Six Months?
« Losing Employer Benefits?
 New to the Area?

Call your licensed local agent, Linda Walker
at 540-529-1308 for a FREE Consultation*

Virtual or In-Person Appointments
Email: Ikwalkeragent@gmail.com
G@SpecializinginMedicareHeaIthPIans

Linda K. Walker, Agent LLC

Independent Insurance Agent
Specializing in Medicare Health Plans

*No obligation to

LLASSIHEDS-

7 Where the Deals Are!

The best place to
find it, sell it,
buy it, and
announce it.

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

Opportunity is knocking
loud and clear.

&

Find a job in your special field,
or find the help you need.

AUTOMOBILES
FOR SALE

Get rid of the
old rattletrap
while it still runs

SITUATIONS
WANTED

\.\OUSE NEED A BATH?

HOUSES SIDEWALKS

DECKS DRIVEWAYS
PORCHES GUTTERS

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC

Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708 USMCRETIRED drillinstr@gmail.com

ADVERTISE!

To place a classified ad,
call 540-389-9355

To place a
classified ad,

LL/ASSIFIEDS-

~Where the Deals Are!

call 540-389-9355
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MONTGOMERY SPORTS

Blacksburg High's Amanda

Lowe named volleyball state
Gatorade player of the year

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Blacksburg High
School’s Amanda Lowe has
been named the Gatorade
state player of the year for
volleyball.

“It feels amazing to be
able to represent my school,
club, southwest Virginia,
and state with this award,”
Lowe said Sunday. “I
couldn’t have done it with-
out my coaches and team-
mates. I am just so excited
about the honor of being
recognized for playing the
sport that I love.”

Lowe started playing vol-
leyball in the fifth grade. Her
family moved to the Blacks-
burg area when she was in
middle school, and since
then, she has led the Bruins
to four consecutive playoff
runs including a state title.
Her sister, Ali, played col-
legiately at the University of
Alabama in Huntsville.

“T grew up watching my
sister play volleyball and just
wanting to be like her,” said
Lowe. “I went to every tour-
nament, game, and practice
that I could to watch her and
was just in awe of her talent
and the sport. I looked up to
her and just wanted to one
day be as good as her. So I
would say that my sister has
really been my drive to be
the best that I can be.”

In the last three years,
her volleyball team has won
three VHSL 4A Region D
Championships and com-
peted in team VHSL 4A
semi-finals.

Lowe has earned first and
second team all-state honors

FILE PHOTO

Blackshurg’s Amanda Lowe (center) returns the hall
during a match this season against Christianshurg

High School.

as well as all-region and all-
district honors while play-
ing for the Bruins. This
year, she had 300 Kkills,
101 digs, 50 blocks, and
38 aces. During her junior
season, she received recog-
nition for 1,000 career kills.

She has played travel
volleyball with the River
Valley Juniors for the past
five years and played with
the Alabama Juniors the
prior three years. She gar-
nered natonal recogni-
ton by being named to
the 2018, 2019 American
Volleyball Coaches Asso-
ciation (AVCA) Phenom
Watch Lists. Lowe was also
selected by USAV High
Performance (HP), a na-
tional team development
program for American
volleyball, and competed
with the HP Old Domin-
ion Region Youth Select
Team in 2018 and 2019.
Her 2018 HP Youth Select

Live the Life!

With a focus to encourage vibrant
living and individual wellness, 2021

Team played in the USAV
High Performance Cham-
pionship match, earning
second place.

She will continue her
volleyball career at Virginia
Tech where she will join
former high school team-
mate Anabel Zier.

“T decided to continue
my career at Virginia Tech
because it has been my
dream school ever since I
can remember,” Lowe said.
“During my recruiting
process, I visited other D1
schools but I kept compar-
ing them to Tech. It just
felc like home. Virginia
Tech also has really good
academic programs in the
fields that I am pursuing. I
have also always wanted to
be a Hokie.”

She has not yet decided
on a major at Tech but is
leaning toward the College
of Agriculture and Life Sci-

ences.

brings exciting new senior apartment
options and convenient Town Center

Former CHS wrestler
killed in auto accident

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Kip Nininger, a stand-
out wrestler at Christians-
burg and Cave Spring
high schools, has been
killed in an auto accident.
According to the Virginia
State Police, the incident
took place Friday around
10 p.m. on Route 11 in
Botetourt County.

A 2011  Chevrolet
Camero was driving north
when it lost control, ran
off the right side of the
roadway, hit an embank-
ment and flipped multiple
times before Nininger was
ejected from the vehicle.

Nininger was not wear-
ing his seatbelt and was
transported to Roanoke
Memorial Hospital where
he later died.

State police said speed
was a factor in the crash
and the incident remains
under investigation.

Nininger won state
titles wrestling for Cave

Kip Nininger

Spring as a sophomore
and junior. He trans-
ferred this past year to
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Christiansburg and fin-
ished his career with a
103-8 mark.

Sisters share love hoth on and
off the court and the field

Marty Gordon

“I loved it and plan to continue it in the

NRVsports@ourvalley.org

fall,” she said.

Lilly might have gotten the kicking “itch”

For Elli and Lilly Underwood, looking for
each other on the basketball and volleyball
courts and the soccer field has just become
natural. The sisters have been playing togeth-
er since they were 5 years old.

Elli is a senior at Fastern Montgomery
High School while Lilly is a sophomore. Elli
was named the Pioneer District volleyball
player-of-the-year this past week, and Lilly
joined her on the All-District First Team.

“I know I can count on her when I am
on the court,” Elli said. “She is reliable and is
easy to read, and I know she will be in certain
spots when I need her to be. We have each
other’s back because of being sisters.”

Lilly describes her older sister as a hard
worker and a strong leader. “It’s great to play
with her,” she said.

Elli has been racking up district awards
for the past three years, and now it might be
time for Lilly to continue the tradition.

The two did separate this spring when
Lilly played football and Elli did not. The
younger Underwood was named second-
team All-Pioneer District as a kicker.

“I brought it up to Coach (Jordan) Stew-
art, and he said come out,” Lilly said.

Her gridiron teammates treated her just
like any other player, she said, admitting
they had her back when it came to tackling
or blocking after she thumped the kick deep
into the opponents territory. She was even
credited with a tackle this past season.

from her dad, Casey, who was a kicker at
Radford High School.

“He has helped me a lot, and I feel I'm
getting better,” she said. Both dad and mom,
Casey and Cathy Underwood, played several
sports in high school.

How did Elli feel about her sister ventur-
ing into a “boys” sport with more aggression
than is found in the sisters’ usual sports of
volleyball, basketball and soccer?

“I was very nervous for her,” Elli said.

Lilly admits she will miss her sister on the
field and the courts this coming year.

Elli plans to attend Virginia Tech and
study business. She said she might play a
club sport but so far hasnt shown interest in
playing a varsity sport in Blacksburg,

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Underwood sisters, Lilly (left) and
Elli, have found success together on
the soccer field and the baskethall and
volleyball courts.

amenities catered to those looking for an active, independent lifestyle

to Richfield’s Salem Campus.

Join our vibrant Independent Living community!

maintenance-free living.

Our beautiful surroundings, combined with

a broad range of services and

accommodations, provide a setting where
individuals become members of a secure,

supportive, and active community.

New options at Richfield include The Villas and
Lake Retreat apartments, both now leasing! You
can put your own sense of style on any of our
comfortable, convenient floor plans and enjoy

Add in a convenient, amenities-rich Town Center and a robust

Richfield social calendar, and you'll have every opportunity for a

joy-filled lifestyle. Additionally, should your health or the health of a

loved one change, you'll have access to a full continuum of health

care services without leaving the Richfield campus.

Community Highlights

B Town Center
B 24-hour Wellness Studio

B Restaurant-style and casual
dining venues

B Salon/Spa

B Community room with
scheduled activities

ZR

® Qutpatient therapy with salt
water pool

B Gift shop

® Outdoor walking paths on
52-acre campus

® Underground heated parking
B Retail and restaurants nearby

ichfield Living
RichfieldLiving.com

YOUR NOT-FOR-PROFIT SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY

Radford seeded fourth in
Big South softball tourney

Radford University’s
Highlanders have been
seeded fourth in the Big
South Softball Champion-
ship Tournament, which
will be contested May 13-15
at Brinkley Stadium on the
campus of Gardner-Webb
University.

Campbell ~ University
earned the No.-1 seed for
the first time since the Cam-
els rejoined the Big South
in 2012. Campbell won the
regular season champion-
ship outright with a 15-3
Big South record.

USC  Upstate claimed
the No.-2 seed after finish-
ing the season with a 13-5
conference record. Defend-
ing champion Longwood is
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the No.-3 seed after its 14-7
record during the regular
season

Radford and Winthrop
University tied for fourth-
place in the standings at
11-10, and the Highland-
ers clinched the fourth and
final seed based on their
2-1 series record against the
Eagles. Only the top four
teams in the final standings
qualified for the conference
tournament in 2021.

The 2021 softball cham-
pionship begins Thursday,
May 13, with two games,
continues with three games
on Friday, May 14, and con-
cludes on Saturday, May 15
with two potential champi-
onship contests starting at
1:00 p.m.

The games on Thursday
will be carried on ESPN3
while the final two days
will be available on ESPN+.
Additional coverage will be
carried on WYCW-TV in
the markets of Greenville,
S.C;  Spartanburg, S.C;
Asheville, N.C.; and Ander-
son, S.C.

The Big South’s Tourna-
ment champion receives
an automatic bid to the

NCAA  softball regionals.
The tournament schedule is
as follows and is subject to
change due to the weather:

Thursday, May 13
(Games 1-2)

Game 1: No. 2 USC
Upstate vs. No. 3 Long-
wood, 1:00 p.m. — ESPN3,
WYCW-TV.

Game 2: No. 1 Camp-
bell vs. No. 4 Radford, 4:00

p.m. — ESPN3.
Friday, May 14 (Games
3-5)

Game 3: Loser Game
1 vs. Loser Game 2, 11:00
am. (elimination game) —
ESPN+, WYCW-TV.

Game 4: Winner Game
1 vs. Winner Game 2, 2:00
p-m. — ESPN+.

Game 5: Winner Game
3 vs. Loser Game 4, 5:00
p-m. (elimination game) —
ESPN+, WYCW-TV.

Saturday, ~May 15
(Championship Day)

Game 6: Winner Game
4 vs. Winner Game 5, 1:00
p.m. — ESPN+, WYCW-
TV.

Game 7: If Necessary:
Winner Game 6 vs. Loser
Game 6, 4:00 p.m. —
ESPN+, WYCW-TV.
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