
See High School Graduation Photos Inside This Issue!

Saturday, June 5, 2021        www.ourvalley.org        USPS 016-490        $1.00

News Messenger
Blacksburg Christiansburg

Serving Montgomery County Since 1869

The Virginia Tech Board of 
Visitors will hold its quarterly 
board meeting on Tuesday, June 
8, at 1:15 p.m. in Latham Ball-
room A/B at the Inn at Virginia 
Tech and Skelton Conference 
Center (901 Prices Fork Road) 
on the Blacksburg campus.

On Monday, June 7, the 
board’s Executive Committee 
will meet in closed session at 
12:30 p.m. in Old Guard Salon. 
At 3:45 p.m., all board members 
will meet in Latham Ballroom 
A/B for an open information ses-
sion, which will be followed by a 
closed session.

All meetings held during the 
two-day session will be held at 
the Inn at Virginia Tech unless 
otherwise noted.

During the board’s two-day 
session, the following committee 
meetings will be held:

On Tuesday, June 8, the Aca-
demic, Research, and Student 
Affairs Committee will meet 
jointly with the Finance and Re-
source Management Commit-
tee in closed session at 9 a.m. 
in Latham Ballroom A/B. The 

Academic, Research, and Stu-
dent Affairs Committee will then 
meet in open session at 9:30 a.m. 
in Latham Ballroom C/D/E/F.

Also on June 8, the Buildings 
and Grounds Committee will 
assemble in the lobby of The 
Inn at 7:50 a.m. to tour athlet-
ics facilities. At 8:15 a.m. the 
committee will meet in open 
session at the Student Athlete 
Performance Center, located in 
the Jamerson Center (21 Beamer 
Way, Blacksburg). The meeting 

will be followed by a tour of the 
performance center, the ACC 
Broadcast Studio, and the weight 
room.

On June 7, the Compliance, 
Audit, and Risk Committee will 
meet in closed session at 9:30 
a.m., followed by an open ses-
sion, in Latham Ballroom A/B.

The Governance and Admin-
istration Committee will meet in 
open session on June 7 at 1:30 

Typewriter poet offers 
on-the-spot poetry 
at Christiansburg 
Farmers Market

Blacksburg police have charged 
linebacker Isi Etute, a freshmen 
football player at Virginia Tech, 
with second-degree murder. Etute 
had a preliminary hearing Th ursday 
morning by video in Montgomery 
County Circuit Court. 

Police were called to an apartment 
near the 115 block of North Main 
Street Tuesday for a welfare check on 
a person who lived there, 40-year-
old Jerry Smith. He was dead at 
the scene. Th e early investigation 
pointed to homicide and Etute as a 
person of interest in the case. He was 
a Hokie linebacker (6-2, 235 lbs.) 

from Frank W. Cox High School in 
Virginia Beach. 

Etute had enrolled early this year 
at Virginia Tech after his senior foot-
ball season had been cancelled be-
cause of COVID-19. Coming out 
of high school, he had been heavily 
recruited by Tech, N.C. State, West 
Virginia, James Madison, and oth-
ers. 

Police say Etute and the victim 
were acquaintances but a motive for 
the killing has not been determined. 
Th e investigation into the incident is 
ongoing.

Virginia Tech wasted little time 

after the player’s arrest in suspend-
ing him from both the team and the 
university.

In a statement, the university 
said, “Th e Virginia Tech and Town 
of Blacksburg communities are unit-
ed in our shared concern for the wel-
fare of all. Together, we denounce all 
acts of violence and stand together 
in support of one another.”

Also on Tuesday, the FBI joined 
in the investigation. 

Anyone with information related 
to this case is asked to contact Lt. 
Josh Teubert of the Blacksburg Po-
lice Department at 540-443-1424

VT Board of Visitors to hold 
quarterly board meeting

Virginia Tech football player 
facing murder charge

At the Christiansburg 
Farmers Market in the 
recreation center park-
ing lot, Mark Peterson 
will put together a simple 
poem about individuals 
while they wait.

The Christiansburg 
man, who has been an 
active street poet since 
2016, brings his 1941 
Royal Aristocrat typewrit-
er to the market where he 
will be a regular fixture 
for most of the season. 

“I have written poems 
since I was a child, but 
probably only began to 
take it seriously in col-
lege,” Peterson said. “Be-
fore college, the poems I 
wrote were mostly silly, 
or cheesy poems for girl-
friends, and those skills 
are still valuable for street 

poetry.”
Now  he uses poetry 

personally as a way to take 
a snapshot of a moment, 
a feeling, or an idea, and 
condense it as tightly as 
possible, so that it can be 
revisited later with just as 
much clarity and force.  

This idea of being a 
street poet and using a 
typewriter to do it came 
to him from watching 
a Washington, D.C.,  
“typewriter rodeo” in per-
son.

“My first event was a 
lot of fun, and I surprised 
myself with the poems I 
produced so I kept doing 
it,” Peterson said. 

He has appeared at nu-
merous events at which 

The VT Board of Visitors will hold its quarterly board meeting at the Inn 
at Virginia Tech and Skelton Conference Center.

VT linebacker Isi Etute is facing a second-degree 
murder charge and has been suspended from both the 
football team and the university.

See Board Meeting, page 2

See Poetry, page 2

At the Christiansburg Farmers Market, Mark Peterson 
will use his 1941 Royal Aristocrat typewriter to create 
a simple poem about individuals while they wait.

Lawrence Underwood, Director of Operations for BOLT, 
gives some tips about operating the new e-Bikes to 
Ashley Briggs, the chair of Christiansburg’s Bikeway/
Walkway Committee that helped the town secure the 
electric-assist bikes.

First e-Bikes 
unveiled at 
Rec Center

In conjunction with 
staff  from BOLT and 
RoamNRV, the Town of 
Christiansburg Th ursday 
displayed the fi rst of its 
fl eet of e-bikes that will 
eventually replace all of 
the town’s pedal bikes.

Seventy-fi ve of the 
new e-assist bikes that 
each feature a motor to 
help bike riders navi-
gate the area’s hills and 
other stressful terrain 
will be in operation to-
day, June 5, according 
to Cat Woodson, the 

operations manager for 
RoamNRV. After that, 
the rollout to the full 
fl eet of 150 bikes will 
proceed as hubs become 
available.

Woodson said Th urs-
day that hubs are al-
ready available at the 
Christiansburg Rec 
Center and the mall, in 
Blacksburg, and on the 
Virginia Tech campus. 
Future hub sites include 
the aquatic center and 
the town hall, Woodson 
said.

Over the past several months, 
the Blacksburg Police Depart-
ment received multiple com-
plaints and social media reports 
from individuals who believed a 
substance used to cause cogni-
tive impairment had been added 
to their drinks while visiting 
Centro Taco Bar.

According to the department, 
at this time, investigators have 
not found any evidence to sup-

port the claims, but the inves-
tigation is ongoing. The inves-
tigation is being conducted in 
conjunction with the Virginia 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Au-
thority (ABC) and the Virginia 
Department of Forensic Science.

Centro Taco Bar is fully co-
operating with investigators, 
allowing full access to their fa-
cility, including the high quality 
surveillance system. 

The taco bar was, however, 
found to be in violation of CO-
VID-19 restrictions. The estab-
lishment has been advised of 
these findings and ABC has is-
sued a warning. 

The Blacksburg Police De-
partment will continue to inves-
tigate future claims of this na-
ture and encourages individuals 
to come forward with any infor-
mation.

Blacksburg PD fi nds no evidence to support 
complaints against Centro Taco Bar 
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Enjoy the stylishly

CROPPED jackets,

pants, and tops...

shortened for

cool comfort

860 University City Blvd. | Blacksburg
Mon - Sat 11:00am-4pm • (540) 951-8102
Always free and convenient parking

Live the Life!

With a focus to encourage vibrant 
living and individual wellness, 2021 
brings exciting new senior apartment 
options and convenient Town Center 
amenities catered to those looking for an active, independent lifestyle 
to Richfield’s Salem Campus. 

Join our vibrant Independent Living community!
New options at Richfield include The Villas and 
Lake Retreat apartments, both now leasing! You 
can put your own sense of style on any of our 
comfortable, convenient floor plans and enjoy 

maintenance-free living. 

Our beautiful surroundings, combined with 
a broad range of services and 
accommodations, provide a setting where 
individuals become members of a secure, 
supportive, and active community. 

Add in a convenient, amenities-rich Town Center and a robust 
Richfield social calendar, and you’ll have every opportunity for a 
joy-filled lifestyle. Additionally, should your health or the health of a 
loved one change, you’ll have access to a full continuum of health 
care services without leaving the Richfield campus. 

540.380.4500  

YOUR NOT-FOR-PROFIT SENIOR L IV ING COMMUNITY

Community Highlights

Town Center
24-hour Wellness Studio
Restaurant-style and casual
dining venues
Salon/Spa
Community room with
scheduled activities

 Chapel

Outpatient therapy with salt
water pool
Gift shop
Outdoor walking paths on
52-acre campus
Underground heated parking
Retail and restaurants nearby

Saturday, June 5:
Radford Public Library 

Summer Reading Program 
kick off

Th e library’s summer read-
ing program kicks off  with the 
fi rst in-person event happen-
ing at 11 a.m. Th e Southwest 
Virginia Wildlife Center of 
Roanoke will bring its educa-
tion ambassadors. Participants 
might see a red-tailed hawk, an 
owl, a box turtle, a squirrel, a 
kestrel or even a black vulture. 
Th e Lamplighters, the fund-
raising volunteers of the Rad-
ford Public Library, provided 
the funding to make programs 
available to the community. 

Saturday, June 5 
and Sunday, June 6:

Plein air workshop at 
Smithfield Plantation

A plein air workshop at 
Smithfi eld Plantation from 9 
a.m. until 3 p.m. will be taught 
by Matt Gentry and Gerri 
Young of the Blacksburg Re-
gional Art Association. Regis-
ter through historicsmithfi eld.
org. Th e cost is a $15 donation 
to Smithfi eld with all proceeds 
going to support Smithfi eld 
Plantation. A supply list will 
be provided to registrants. Re-
peat attendees are welcome. 
Th e workshop is for ages 15 
and up.

Monday, June 7:
2021 Real Estate Taxes due
Town of Blacksburg real es-

tate tax invoices for the fi rst 
installment of 2021 have been 
mailed and are due by Monday, 
June 7, 2021. If you have not yet 
received a tax statement, call the 
Department of Financial Ser-
vices at 540-961-1105. Payment 
may be mailed, made in person 
at 300 South Main St., Blacks-
burg, or paid online at www.
blacksburg.gov/payments. Visa, 
MasterCard and Discover are 
accepted. A 10% penalty will be 
charged if not paid by June 7, 
2021. Interest will be charged at 
the rate of 10% per year begin-
ning July 1, 2021.

Tuesday, June 8:
Th e Sons of Confederate 

Veterans meeting
Th e Sons of Confederate 

Veterans, Stuart Horse Artil-
lery Camp 1784 will meet at 
7 p.m. at Aly’s Family Italian 
Restaurant at 3204 Riner Road. 
Members of the United Daugh-
ters of the Confederacy (UDC) 
are invited to attend. William 
Reed will give a talk on the 12th 
Virginia Infantry. For further 
information, call 320-4315 or 
239-9864.

Radford school board meet-
ing

Th e Radford City School 
Board will have a regular meet-

ing at 6 p.m. at the School Ad-
ministration Building, 1612 
Wadsworth St.  A copy of the 
agenda can be seen at www.rcps.
org.

Friday, June 11:
Mobile food distribution
Feeding America and the 

Blacksburg Police Depart-
ment will host a community 
food/pantry distribution at the 
Blacksburg High School Stu-
dent Parking lot on Friday June 
11, 2021.

Food distribution will begin 
at 1:00 p.m. Feeding America 
will also have a mobile market-
place, which is a mobile grocery 
store, on site. Citizens are asked 
to enter Bruin Lane off  Prices 
Fork Road and food will be dis-
tributed on a fi rst-come, fi rst 
served basis.

All Virginia residents qualify 
and clients who participate in 
SNAP, TANF, Medicaid, and/or 
SSI automatically qualify to re-
ceive USDA food. Others may 
qualify based on income.

For more information con-
tact Rita Pruitt, Director of 
Agency Partnerships. Phone:  
(540) 342-3011 ext. 7040, 
Email: rpruitt@feedingswva.org

Saturday, June 12:
Department of Wildlife Re-

sources Boating Safety Class at 
Claytor Lake

At the state park’s Water’s 
Edge Building, 6620 Ben H. 
Bolen Drive, Dublin, from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Materials and 
instruction are free of charge. 
Bring a pencil, a highlighter and 
lunch. Students may bring food 
and drink for themselves during 
the class. Children 12 and un-
der must be accompanied by an 
adult.

Pre-registration is required. 
By registering for this class, 
the student agrees to observe 
all pandemic protocols for this 
indoor class as required by the 
governor’s most recent executive 
order. Before entering the class, 
the student will be asked a short 
health-related symptom survey 
and will be asked to affi  rm that 
the student will abide by class-
room rules. 

RSVP at https://www.
r e g i s t e r - e d . c o m / e v e n t s /
view/167760. For more infor-
mation, contact Mendy Har-
man at 540-494-3569, mendy.
harman@dwr.virginia.gov.

Ongoing:

Through August 29
New Glencoe Mansion art 

exhibit
Th e Glencoe Mansion, Mu-

seum & Gallery is hosting a 
gallery photography exhibit 
through Aug. 29, 2021. Th e 
exhibit is “Mountain Rail Tails” 
and features the works of pho-

tographer Dale R. Carlson of 
Bluemoonistic Images. 

Wednesdays 
through September:

Blacksburg’s Market Square 
Jam 2021

Blacksburg’s Market Square 
Jam 2021 has begun and will 
continue each Wednesday from 
7:00 p.m. until 9 p.m. through 
September at Market Square 
Park. Th is season marks the 
jam’s 10th anniversary.

Saturdays through 
October:

Radford Farmers Market
Th e Radford Farmers Mar-

ket will be held each Saturday 
through October 30 from 9:00 
a.m. until 1:00 p.m. at the New 
River Valley Community Ser-
vice parking lot (the Old Wade’s 
parking lot) on West Main 
Street.

Thursdays through 
October

Christiansburg Farmers 
Market

Every Th ursday through Oc-
tober, the Christiansburg Farm-
ers Market will be held at the 
Christiansburg Recreation Cen-
ter parking lot from 3:00 p.m. 
to 7:00 p.m.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Poetry from page 1

individuals have stopped 
by, answered a few ques-
tions, and had a poem 
produced about them.

“I provide a unique 
keepsake for you, or a 
gift for you to give to a 
friend, which is personal-
ized.  Sometimes I can also 
provide a laugh, or a tear. 
It depends on the topic 
you choose and whether 
inspiration strikes me just 
right,” Peterson said.

The poem is a first draft 
as he calls it, created on 

the spot in mere minutes. 
Some are brilliant and 
others are not, but usually 
he works for tips so if in-
dividuals don’t like their 
poems, they don’t have 
to leave a tip. If, however, 
the poem catches their 
fancy, they might want to 
be generous.

Peterson feels it’s good 
to get typewriters out in 
the public eye for people 
to enjoy watching and 
listening to—the tat, tat, 
tat of the old keys hitting 
paper.

While he loves his 
1941 Royal Aristocrat, it 
isn’t always his go-to tool 
of choice. 

“I use whichever type-
writer suits my mood 
when I am packing up my 
things the morning of the 
event,” he said. 

Typically, he takes at 
least two and sometimes 
three machines with him.

“Part of the reason is 
so I can change machines 
out to keep myself enter-

tained and feeling fresh, 
but also it is nice to have 
back-ups if there is a me-
chanical issue I can’t fix 
on the spot,” Peterson 
said.  

Sometimes he chooses 
flashy machines for street 
poetry, ones with fun col-
ors or that have a lot of 
chrome, or machines with 
historical significance or 
cool typefaces.  

He has about 140 
working typewriters at his 
house and another 50 or 
so that are parts or project 
machines. 

The poem he writes 
goes to the individuals 
themselves. He will ask 
one or two questions on 
a certain topic and then 
type it out. 

“It is hard to write 
about a person or pet I 
don’t know, but I can 
write about loss or love 
or things that we all can 
relate to,” Peterson said. 
“Art comes with a sense 
of intimacy, and that’s 

part of the fun of it, but 
remember that I am a 
stranger and I don’t have 
the same friends and fam-
ily that you do.

“I can write about any 
topic, and will, but sug-
gest avoiding sex, reli-
gion, or politics unless 
you are a risk taker,” Pe-
terson said. “You will get 
a poem based on my own 
experience and perspec-
tive. The worst thing you 
can ask me to write about 
is ‘whatever you want.’ 
It’s a poem for you about 
whatever you want, and I 
need that kernel to build 
an idea around so I can 
write you a poem.”

Some of his work ap-
pears online at: http://
www. to t a l l yyour type .
com. 

For more information 
about Peterson and his 
poetry, visit him near the 
farmers market informa-
tion tent in the parking 
lot of the Christiansburg 
Recreation Center.

Historic Montgomery

The Corp of Cadets marches past dignitaries at the 1909 Montgomery County 
Courthouse during the 1926 celebration that opened Lee Highway, one of the 
earliest transcontinental automobile roads. The final section was paved here on 
Nov. 17, 1926. (D. D. Lester Collection, Montgomery Museum)

p.m. in Latham Ballroom A/B.
The Finance and Resource Manage-

ment Committee will meet June 8 at 
9:30 a.m.in open session in Latham 
Ballroom A/B.

During the two-day meeting, board 
members will consider resolutions on 
the 2021-22 university operating and 
capital budgets, the 2021-22 faculty 
compensation plan, and the 2020-21 

promotion, tenure, and continued ap-
pointments program. The board will 
also consider a resolution to establish a 
new School of Environmental Security 
in the College of Natural Resources 
and Environment.

Public comment will not be received 
at the meeting. Complete information 
may be found at the Virginia Tech 
Board of Visitors website.

Board Meeting from page 1
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WHV’s Marcus Burks earns 
certifi cation to work specifi cally with 
residents battling Parkinson’s disease

Warm Hearth Village fi tness as-
sistant Marcus Burks is now a cer-
tifi ed Rock Steady Boxing (RSB) 
coach. RSB is specifi cally designed 
to improve physical skills for those 
battling Parkinson’s disease.

Burks, who has a B.S. in health 
and human performance from 
Radford University, recently com-
pleted the eight-week RSB Tier 1 
affi  liate training required to be-
come an RSB coach. He has since 
been leading participants through 
jumping, squatting, lunging, and 
other drills targeted to relieve the 
symptoms of Parkinson’s disease. 

Coworker and lead fi tness assis-
tant Jessica Robinson, an exercise 
physiologist, is also a certifi ed RSB 
coach, as is WHV fi tness director 
and gerontologist Kenny Harrah, 
who started the WHV RSB pro-
gram in 2018.

Burks said he is grateful for the 
training that gives him the oppor-
tunity to help others.

“People sometimes assume those 
with degenerative diseases can’t 
work out.,” Burks said. “Th is train-
ing teaches ways to overcome the 
daily eff ects of Parkinson’s disease. 
Coming back together in person is 

so important, and I can see a real 
improvement in everyone’s balance 
and self-esteem in a short time. It’s 
a privilege to have this certifi cation 
and to be able to make such a dif-
ference in people’s lives.”

Burks lives in Pulaski where he 
runs his own podcast on combat 
sports in his spare time. He also 
enjoys boxing and playing basket-
ball.

Warm Hearth Village is a non-
profi t senior living community 
in Blacksburg that provides a full 
continuum of living options on its 
campus and in the home.

Marcus Burks’s certification as a Rock Steady Boxing 
coach enables him to work specifically to improve the 
physical skills of those battling Parkinson’s disease.

NRV Community Foundation to hold Giving Day June 23
Th e Community Foundation 

of the New River Valley (CFN-
RV) is holding its eighth annual 
Giving Day, GiveLocalNRV on 
Wednesday, June 23, 2021, to 
help organizations both big and 
small raise money in the New 
River Valley.

Th e annual online Giving 
Day began in 2014 in honor 
of the CFNRV’s twentieth an-
niversary. It aims to encourage 
charitable giving and to draw 
attention to the many nonprofi t 
organizations serving the region. 
Since its inception, GiveLocal-
NRV, has helped nonprofi ts in 
the New River Valley raise over 

$1.6 million, and this year the 
CFNRV hopes to raise over 
$430,000 across the more than 
90 participating organizations. 

Donors can visit the website 
–givelocalnrv.org– to make a se-
cure, online gift to their favorite 
nonprofi t organization and help 
that organization secure grants 
and prizes from the CFNRV. 
Leaderboards showing the over-
all totals and how individual 
organizations are doing will be 
posted on June 23, but donors 
don’t have to wait to support 
their preferred organizations. 
Any gift made through June 23 
will count toward the giving day 

total. Th e donation can be as 
small as $5 or as large as a do-
nor’s generosity.

GiveLocalNRV has long been 
an important tool for area non-
profi ts, but it has been essential 
to many organizations during 
the COVID-19 pandemic when 
in-person fundraisers were can-
celed or moved online.

In 2020, the Boy Scouts of 
America Blue Ridge Mountain 
Council utilized the GiveLo-
calNRV platform to raise over 
$60,000 by taking advantage of 
the “teams” feature. Each scout 
pack could raise money through 
a page customized for its mem-

bers and supporters.
Kenneth Lyons, Chief Devel-

opment Offi  cer with the BSA, 
Blue Ridge Mountain Council 
said, “In 2020 with our sum-
mer camps closed, we created 
a camp Olympics as a competi-
tion to raise money to support 
the Boy Scout Program. Follow-
ing some of the best methods 
recommended by the CFNRV, 
we were able to engage new do-
nors. Sixty-fi ve percent of our 
donors were new supporters, 
and we reached a demographic 
of donors we had not been pre-
viously able to recruit.” Th e Boy 
Scouts also won a $500 power 

hour grant from the CFNRV in 
2020. 

With the help of corporate 
sponsors, the CFNRV will 
award $15,000 in grants and 
prizes during GiveLocalNRV 
to further incentive for giving. 
Grants will be given to organiza-
tions that raise the most money 
that have the greatest number 
of unique donors overall, and 
during designated power hours, 
that produce a GiveLocalNRV 
video for social media.

More information about the 
giving day, grants and prizes, 
and participating organizations 
is available at givelocalnrv.org.

Latest ransomware attack affects supply chain of U.S. meat industry
In the weeks following the 

Colonial Pipeline hack, an-
other major ransomware attack 
is now threatening the supply 
chain of the U.S. meat indus-
try.

Virginia Tech agriculture 
and cyberbiosecurity expert Su-
san Duncan says that consum-
ers may feel ripple eff ects in the 
weeks ahead as businesses wait 
for deliveries to restock shelves 
and have meat available for 
food service menus.

“Computer systems infl u-
ence nearly every aspect of the 
meat and food industry,” Dun-
can says. “However, the meat 
industry is not the only aff ected 
sector. Delayed production in-
fl uences distribution and avail-
ability of meat to retail con-
sumer outlets such as grocery 
stores, restaurant chains, and 
large food distribution compa-
nies as well as processed food 
companies relying on these 
sources as ingredients.”

Duncan says such attacks 
also impact the economy as 
meat and food processing fa-
cilities that have personnel in 
place are not able to work de-
pending on their role at the 
facility.

“Many companies typically 
have supply ready for distri-
bution and it appears that the 
recent challenge is being ad-
dressed quickly,” Duncan said. 
“However there could be some 
additional supply limitations 
that will infl uence fi lling the 
demands over the next week or 
so.

“We could also see ripple ef-
fects to the economics, includ-
ing the management of down-
stream businesses as they wait 
for deliveries, supply, aff ecting 
trust in suppliers, and retail as 
they all anticipate fi lling their 
orders, deliveries, stocking of 
retail shelves, or having meat 
available for food services,” 
Duncan said.

Looking ahead, Duncan says 
establishing standard cyberse-
curity strategies are critical to 
preventing future ransomware 
attacks to food supply chains. 
For the food and agriculture 
system, it is also important for 
understanding the integration 
of digital, biological, cyber, 
and physical systems, which re-
quires cooperation and subject 
matter experts in a variety of 
knowledge domains.

“Standard cybersecurity 
strategies are important,” Dun-
can says. “Most major compa-
nies have information technol-
ogy professionals who monitor 
these risks and strategize for 
how to manage the problem. It 
is benefi cial to all sectors of the 
food and agriculture system, re-
gardless of size, to be aware of 
the threats that exist, ransom-
ware and others.”

Susan Duncan is an associ-
ate director of the Virginia Ag-

PHOTO FROM PIXABAY

ricultural Experiment Station 
and director at the Center for 
Advanced Innovation in Agri-
culture at Virginia Tech. Her 
areas of expertise include senso-
ry response to foods with a focus 

on the implications of quality 
changes aff ected by processing, 
storage, and packaging. She 
also studies the increased tech-
nology adoption in the food 
and agricultural system.

Steve Tatum, who 
worked at the Art and 
Architecture Library for 
12 years before coming 
to Newman Library, has 
been scanning and cata-
loging the photos of the 
University Libraries’ new 
Leonard Currie exhibit 
for 10 years.

With the help of his 
two metadata student 
assistants Carolyn Buon-
forte and Irene Baron, 
the trio created a historic 
exhibition about Leon-
ard (Len) Currie (1913-
1996) for the Art and Ar-
chitecture Library, using 
photos from a slide col-
lection the Currie family 
donated to the library.

A renowned architect 
and educator, Currie led 
the architecture program 
at Virginia Tech from 
1956 to 1962, laying 
the groundwork for the 
College of Architecture 
and Urban Studies. Be-
fore coming to Virginia 
Tech, he was the found-
ing director of the Inter-
American Housing Cen-
ter (CINVA) in Bogotá, 
Colombia, an Organiza-
tion of American States 
program that addressed 
the urgent need for low-
cost housing in Latin 
America.

After leaving Virginia 
Tech, Currie taught at 
the University of Illinois 

Exhibit celebrates work of renowned 
architect and educator Leonard Currie

Leonard Currie, Blacksburg, 1996. Photo courtesy 
of University Libraries at Virginia Tech, gift of the 
Leonard J. and Virginia M. Herz Currie Estate.

in Chicago for 20 years, 
then returned to Blacks-
burg to practice architec-
ture. He spent the rest of 
his life dedicated to help-
ing Habitat for Human-
ity and provided free ar-
chitectural consultations 
for people who couldn’t 
afford an architect.

Currie was an avid 
world traveler. Wherever 
he went, he had a camera 
in his hand. Throughout 
his life, Currie constant-
ly took photos and cap-
tioned the photos on the 
slide itself. This exhibit 
is based on these anno-
tated photos, known as 
the Currie Slides, and 
also highlights Cur-
rie’s own architecture 
by showing the several 

houses that he and his 
wife, Virginia, built for 
their family.

The house that Leon-
ard and Virginia Currie 
built for their family in 
1961, locally known as 
the Pagoda House, is a 
landmark in Virginia’s 
residential architecture 
for its modern style.

While this exhibit 
has an archive in Special 
Collections and Univer-
sity Archives, visitors can 
find the Leonard Currie 
exhibit in three places. 
There is a physical ex-
hibition in the Art and 
Architecture Library. A 
WordPress site was cre-
ated that expands on the 
physical exhibit with ad-
ditional information in-

cluding a bibliography. 
Lastly, Wen Ng, Uni-
versity Libraries’ digital 
collections, created a 
Leonard Currie section 
in Southwest Virginia 
Digital Archives virtual 
exhibit.

Leonard Currie is well 
known to people who 
have been with Virginia 
Tech for a long time. This 
exhibit brings him to life 
for younger generations 
and very likely provides 
a different perspective on 
his life to older genera-
tions.
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. Light colored cigar
  6. A scrap of cloth
  9. Fluid used to cool a 
system
 11. Abel’s brother (Bible)
 12. Prohibitions
 13. River in NE Scotland
 14. Beige
 15. Strongly opposed
 17. Shoelace end
 19. French caps
 20. Sings jazz improvisa-
tions
 21. Daisylike fall flower
 22. Wild Asian goat
 23. Beginning to end 
(abbr.)
 24. Tell on
 25. Location of White 

House
 27. 1/60 minute (abbr.)
 28. Tailless primate
 29. Rt. angle building 
wing
 31. Drunks’ disease
 32. Gallivant about
 33. To be necessary
 35. Frosts
 37. Newman’s “Win-
ning” character
 39. Dwarf buffaloes
 41. Tenant or lessee
 42. A citizen of Iran
 43. Inner sole of a 
shoe
 44. Tabloid papers
 45. Sandhurst ab-
breviation
 48. Egyptian Sun god
 49. Give out radiation

 50. Gives or contributes
 52. Where wine ferments 
(abbr.)
 53. Beaumont, Texas Uni-
versity
 
 CLUES DOWN
  1. The work of building
  2. Misplaces
  3. Atomic #13
  4. Radioactivity unit
  5. Smallest whole number
  6. Subspecies (pl.)
  7. Redirect
  8. Wildebeest
  9. Moved headlong at high 
speed
 10. Impart knowledge
 11. Early people of Britain
 12. Moorings
 15. Goat and camel hair fabric

 16. Part of a three-piece suit
 18. Store for lawn & plants
 20. Dulled by surfeit
 22. Spanish appetizers
 24. Acts with violent anger
 26. Frees from dirt
 30. Tauon
 34. Affaire d’honneur
 36. Traveling tinker (Scot.)
 38. They ___
 39. Potters white clay
 40. Father of the Am. cartoon, 
Thomas
 41. Lariat or lasso
 42. Metric foot of two syllables
 44. Confederate soldier
 46. Mole’s unit symbol
 47. Nursing organization
 51. Morning time
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OPINION
Nationally recognized STEM company Camp Invention to deliver 
summer enrichment program to Radford in at-home format

Camp Invention, a nation-
ally recognized, nonprofi t sum-
mer enrichment program, is of-
fering Radford area children an 
all-new, at-home format of the 
program the week of June 21 - 
June 25.

Camp Invention at home 
reaches far beyond what fami-
lies have come to expect from 
“virtual” learning, balancing ac-
tive, independent hands-on ex-
ploration with opportunities for 
socialization from home.

A hybrid program featuring 
both offl  ine activities and op-
tional online sessions, the at-
home Camp Invention format 
enables hands-on exploration 

by delivering an Innovator’s 
Toolkit, packed full of fun ma-
terials, directly to each partici-
pant.

With four themed activi-
ties, step-by-step guides, and 
an Innovator Workshop, the 
program brings imagination, 
creative problem solving and 
fun to children’s living rooms. 
During the at-home format, lo-
cal certifi ed instructors take the 
campers through the day’s activ-
ities with the children choosing 
to attend the four daily online 
collaborative sessions or move at 
their own pace.

Each year, the program fea-
tures a new curriculum inspired 

by some of our nation’s most 
world-changing inventors — 
the National Inventors Hall of 
Fame (NIHF) Inductees. Th is 
year’s Recharge curriculum en-
courages children to be confi -
dent in their ideas and explore 
their innovativeness though 
hands-on activities including:

Open Mic: Campers amplify 
their creative voice, reverse en-
gineer a wireless microphone, 
and then develop and promote 
their own extraordinary inven-
tion.

Duck Chuck: Th rough 
hands-on experiments with tra-
jectory and velocity, children 
build their own device to launch 

rubber ducks around the world.
Road Rally: Imaginations 

accelerate as children design 
nature-inspired vehicles that 
can zoom across land and add 
prototype elements for moving 
through air and water.

SolarBot: Campers build and 
take care of their very own so-
lar-powered robotic cricket, cre-
ating protective gear, a custom-
ized habitat, and a fun cricket 
playground.

A NIHF program in part-
nership with the United States 
Patent and Trademark Offi  ce, 
Camp Invention challenges 
children in grades K-6 to tap 
into their natural curiosity and 

use their creativity to solve prob-
lems. Th rough hands-on activi-
ties, Camp Invention promotes 
STEM (science, technology, 
engineering, and mathemat-
ics) learning; builds confi dence, 
leadership, perseverance and re-
sourcefulness; and encourages 
entrepreneurship, all in a fun 
and engaging environment.

All local Camp Invention 
programs are facilitated and 
taught by certifi ed educators 
who reside and teach in the 
community. Camp Invention 
serves 130,000 students every 
year and partners with more 
than 1,800 schools and districts 
across the nation.

New River Health District COVID-19 update: Fast facts
education events are avail-
able by request.

Patient update
As of Th ursday, June 3, 

12 COVID-19 patients 
in the New River Health 
District were hospitalized 
and 0 people were under 
investigation. Hospitals are 
at normal operations.

COVID-19 testing
Testing is available at 

the Montgomery County 
Health Dept. in Christians-
burg Mondays, Wednes-
days, and Fridays from 9 
to 11 a.m. Appointments 
are required. Call 540-267-
8240.

Testing is also available at 
the Giles Co. Health Dept. 
in Pearisburg, Mondays, 
Tuesdays, and Th ursdays 
from 8:30-10:30 a.m. No 
appointments are required.

Vaccination update
More than 65,000 peo-

ple or 35.9% of the total 
population in the NRV 
have been vaccinated.

More than 41.8% of 
those aged 16+ in the NRV 
have been vaccinated.

More than 3.7 million 
Virginians have been vac-
cinated.

NRV Health District-
COVID-19 Statistics since 

March 2020
Floyd County:
Total cases 875; total 

hospitalizations 31; total 
deaths 23; total vaccines 
given 10,840; percent fully 
vaccinated 35.

Giles County:
Total cases 1,300; total 

hospitalizations 51; total 
deaths 22; total vaccines 
given 12,704; percent fully 
vaccinated 36.1.

Montgomery County:
Total cases 9,411; total 

hospitalizations 191; total 
deaths 96; total vaccines 
given 75,299; percent fully 
vaccinated 36.6.

Pulaski County:
Total cases 2,682; total 

hospitalizations 127; total 
deaths 61; total vaccines 
given 25,592; percent fully 
vaccinated 35.1.

Radford City:
Total cases 2,167; total 

hospitalizations 40; total 
deaths 18;total vaccines 
given 12,321; percent fully 
vaccinated 31.

New River Health Dis-
trict

Total cases: 16,435; total 
hospitalizations 440; total 
deaths 220; total vaccines 
given 136,756; percent 
fully vaccinated 35.

WalletHub: Virginia struggles with 
unemployment though claims are 
down 61.85% from last year

According to a study released 
Th ursday by the personal fi nance 
website WalletHub, Virginia’s un-
employment claims have dropped 
by 61.85 percent compared to the 
same week a year ago.

Despite that sizable decrease, the 
commonwealth is still struggling 
to recover from new unemploy-
ment claims as the total number of 
claims remains higher than it was 
at the start of 2020.

Th e survey showed that only 
three states -- New Mexico, Dela-
ware, and Rhode Island -- are re-
covering at a slower rate than Vir-
ginia.

According to WalletHub, 9.8 
million Americans remain un-
employed due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 385,000 new unem-
ployment claims were fi led nation-
wide the week of the survey, which 
nevertheless is a lot fewer than the 

6.1 million during the peak of the 
pandemic (a 94% reduction).

Surprisingly, two states -- Rhode 
Island and Delaware -- had un-
employment claims last week that 
were higher than the same week 
last year, according to the website.

Only four states -- Wyoming, 
Arkansas, Vermont, and Arizona 
-- had unemployment claims last 
week that were lower than before 
the pandemic began.

Vaccines (fi rst and sec-
ond doses):

 People ages 12 to 15 
are now eligible for Pfi zer. 
Anyone can walk in at any 
VDH clinic as appoint-
ments are preferred but are 
not required. 

Upcoming vaccine clin-
ics:

Sunday, June 6, 1 to 4 
p.m. – Timberlake Building 
(Pearisburg)

Mon., June 7, 5 to 9 p.m. 
– Narrows Volunteer Fire 

Department
Vaccinations are available 

each Friday morning at the 
Giles County Health Dept. 
Call 540-235-3135 for an 
appointment. Th ey are also 
available each Friday morn-
ing at the Montgomery 
County Health Dept. Call 
40-585-3300 for an ap-
pointment.

Businesses should con-
tact Ashley Briggs at 540-
639-9313 or abriggs@
nrvrc.org. On-site employee 

Be sure 
to ‘Like’ 

the  News 
Messenger 

on Facebook.

PETS-OF-THE-WEEK
At this time, visits to the Animal Care and Adoption Center are limited to one party

at a time in the lobby area. Animal areas are not open to the public. To schedule an
appointment to meet a prospective pet, call (540) 382-5795 or email animalcenter@
montgomerycountyva.gov.

Happy boy Simba is still a pup at 9-months-old. His future family should be aware 
that he may still have some growing to do. Simba enjoys the company of other dogs 
and would likely do well in a home with a canine buddy and a yard to run and play in.

Bowie, left, and Charlie, right, are BFF’s (Best Feline Friends). They are an 
inseparable duo, and they, in fact, look for each other when they are not in the 
same room together. They are very social, curious, friendly, and affectionate 
towards all humans. Charlie is hard of hearing.
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OBITUARIES

Johnson, Johnny Alan
Johnny Alan Johnson, 

52, of Radford, passed 
away Monday, May 31, 
2021.

He was preceded in 
death by his stepdad, James 
Ferguson, and a special 
aunt, Debbie Ruiz.

Survivors include his 
mother, Edna Dunford 
Ferguson; his father, Paul 
F. Johnson; brothers Rob-
ert and Lee; sisters LeAnn 
and Tracey; a special niece 
and nephew, Chloe Nicole and Ruger
Lee; a special friend, Jennifer Johnston; 

and numerous other rela-
tives and friends.

Th e family received 
friends on Friday, June 4, 
2021, at the Mullins Fu-
neral Home in Radford.

Funeral services fol-
lowed with Pastor Randy 
Baker offi  ciating. Inter-
ment followed in the 
Independent Order of 
Oddfellows Cemetery in 
Ivanhoe, Va.

Th e Johnson family is 
in the care of Mullins Funeral Home & 
Crematory in Radford.

Luckado, Cliff ord Wayne 
Cliff ord “Cliff ” Wayne 

Luckado, 71, of Radford, 
left his earthly home to go 
fi shing in Heaven on May 
31, 2021.

Left to cherish his mem-
ory are his loving wife of 42 
years, Barbara Harris Luck-
ado; daughters and son-in-
law Missy Bratton, Vickie 
and Jimmy Williams, and 
Renee Browning; grand-
children Andy, Michael, 
Reva, Correna, Christy, and 
Kendra; and four great-grandchildren. He 
also leaves behind his wife’s family whom 
he loved and they loved him, as well as 

many special friends that 
he thought of as family.

He shared his love of 
fi shing and train rides 
with many friends.

Th e family received 
friends on Friday, June 
4, 2021, at the Mullins 
Funeral Home in Rad-
ford. Memorial services 
followed with Pastor 
Mike Pierce and the Rev. 
Wayne Poston offi  ciating.

Th e Luckado family is 
in the care of Mullins Funeral Home & 
Crematory in Radford. www.mullinsfu-
neralhome.com.

Carden, Larry Dean
Larry Dean Carden, 69, of Chris-

tiansburg, passed away on Monday, 
May 31, 2021.

He was preceded in death by his par-
ents, Stanley and Elizabeth Carden, 
and his brother, Danny Carden. 

Survivors include his special friend, 
Margaret Ann Hardy. 

The family received friends from 
10 a.m. until 11 a.m. on Thursday, 
June 3, 2021, at the Mullins Funeral 
Home in Radford. Services began at 
11 with the Rev. Neal Turner officiat-
ing.

The Carden family is in the care of 
Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory.

Crew, Elizabeth Sypniewski
Elizabeth Sypniewski Crew, 38, of Fair-

lawn passed away on Monday, May 31, 
2021.

She was preceded in death by her father, 
Robert Adam Sypniewski.

Survivors include her beloved children, 
Madison Gravley, Grayson Gravley, Gar-
rett Gravley, Silas Hodge, Aden Hodge, 
and Adam Hodge; her mother, Cheryl 
Ann Sypniewski; a sister and brother-in-

law, Ashley Cunningham and Joshua; a 
brother and sister-in-law, Ryan Sypniewski 
and Jamie; and many other nieces, neph-
ews, relatives, and special friends.

Th e family will receive friends from 
4 p.m. until 6 p.m. on Monday, June 7, 
2021, at the Mullins Funeral Home in 
Radford. 

Th e Crew family is in the care of Mul-
lins Funeral Home & Crematory. 

VT research reveals active early 
learning shapes adult brain

An enhanced learning 
environment during the 
fi rst fi ve years of life shapes 
the brain in ways that are 
apparent four decades later, 
say Virginia Tech and Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania sci-
entists writing in the June 
edition of the Journal of 
Cognitive Neuroscience.

Th e researchers used 
structural brain imaging 
to detect the developmen-
tal eff ects of linguistic and 
cognitive stimulation start-
ing at six weeks of age in 
infants. Th e infl uence of an 
enriched environment on 
brain structure had former-
ly been demonstrated in 
animal studies, but this is 
the fi rst experimental study 
to fi nd a similar result in 
humans.

“Our research shows a 
relationship between brain 
structure and fi ve years of 
high-quality educational 
and social experiences,” 
said Craig Ramey, pro-
fessor and distinguished 
research scholar with the 
Fralin Biomedical Research 
Institute at the Virginia 
Tech Carilion School of 
Medicine and the principal 
investigator of the study. 
“We have demonstrated 
that in vulnerable children 
who received stimulating 
and emotionally supportive 
learning experiences, statis-
tically signifi cant changes 
in brain structure appear in 
middle age.”

Th e results support the 
idea that early environ-
ment infl uences the brain 
structure of individuals 
growing up with multi-risk 
socioeconomic challenges, 
said Martha Farah, director 
of the Center for Neurosci-
ence & Society at Penn and 
fi rst author of the study. 

“Th is has exciting impli-

cations for the basic science 
of brain development, as 
well as for theories of so-
cial stratifi cation and social 
policy,” Farah said. 

Th e study follows chil-
dren who have continu-
ously participated in the 
Abecedarian Project, an 
early intervention program 
initiated by Ramey in Cha-
pel Hill, N.C., in 1971 to 
study the eff ects of educa-
tional, social, health, and 
family support services on 
high-risk infants. 

Both the comparison 
and treatment groups re-
ceived extra health care, 
nutrition, and family sup-
port services; however, be-
ginning at six weeks of age, 
the treatment group also 
received fi ve years of high 
quality educational sup-
port, fi ve days a week, 50 
weeks a year.

When scanned, the 
Abecedarian study partici-
pants were in their late 30s 
to early 40s, off ering the 
researchers a unique look 
at how childhood factors 
aff ect the adult brain.

“Th e new results reveal 
that biological eff ects ac-
company the many be-
havioral, social, health, 
and economic benefi ts 
reported in the Abecedar-
ian Project,” said co-author 
Sharon Landesman Ra-
mey, professor and distin-
guished research scholar 
with the Fralin Biomedical 
Research Institute and the 
Virginia Tech College of 
Science. “Th is affi  rms the 
idea that positive early life 
experiences contribute to 
later positive adjustment 
through a combination 
of behavioral, social, and 
brain pathways.”

During follow-up ex-
aminations, structural 

MRI scans of the brains of 
47 study participants were 
conducted at the Fralin 
Biomedical Research In-
stitute Human Neuroim-
aging Lab. Of those, 29 
individuals had been in 
the group that received the 
educational enrichment 
focused on promoting lan-
guage, cognition, and in-
teractive learning. 

Th e other 18 individu-
als received the same ro-
bust health, nutritional, 
and social services sup-
ports provided to the edu-
cational treatment group, 
and whatever community 
childcare or other learn-
ing their parents provided.  
Th e two groups were well 
matched on a variety of 
factors such as maternal 
education, head circum-
ference at birth, and age at 
scanning.

Analyzing the scans, the 
researchers looked at brain 
size as a whole, including 
the cortex, the brain’s out-
ermost layer, as well as fi ve 
regions selected for their 
expected connection to the 
intervention’s stimulation 
of children’s language and 
cognitive development.

Th e researchers deter-
mined that those in the 
early education treatment 
group had increased size of 
the whole brain, including 
the cortex.

“We believe that these 
fi ndings warrant careful 
consideration and lend fur-
ther support to the value of 
ensuring positive learning 
and social-emotional sup-
port for all children, par-
ticularly to improve out-
comes for children who are 
vulnerable to inadequate 
stimulation and care in the 
early years of life,” Craig 
Ramey said.

A teacher guides a student through a task in this historical photo of the 
Abecedarian Project, an early education, randomized controlled trial that began at 
the University of North Carolina and has followed the participants since 1971. Now, 
Virginia Tech researchers including Craig Ramey, Sharon Landesman Ramey, and 
Read Montague have revealed discoveries about the lasting effects of that early 
education on brain structure.

Th e following is a list of 
forecasted highway projects 
that may impact traffi  c trav-
eling in the 12-county Sa-
lem Transportation District 
this week. Work schedules 
and construction project 
timelines are always subject 
to change and weather de-
pendent. Th e Salem District 
covers Bedford, Botetourt, 
Carroll, Craig, Floyd, Frank-
lin, Giles, Henry, Montgom-
ery, Patrick, Pulaski, and 
Roanoke counties.

M O N T G O M E R Y 
COUNTY

I-81 NORTHBOUND 
AT EXIT 105 NEW RIV-
ER BRIDGE REPLACE-
MENT IN MONTGOM-
ERY COUNTY – Lane and 
shoulder closures may be in 
place near exit 105. Lane clo-
sure may be in eff ect during 
the week from 8 p.m. to 7 
a.m. Shoulder closures may 
be in eff ect at any time dur-
ing the week. Slow rolls may 
be performed on I-81 in the 
north and southbound lanes 
from mile marker 104 to 
106 from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. 
Speed limit is reduced to 60 
miles per hour in the work 
zone. Shoulder closures will 
remain in place though the 
duration of the project. Proj-
ect completion is estimated 
by June 2022.

SLOW ROLLS: Slow 
rolls may be utilized peri-
odically on both the north-
bound and southbound 
lanes from mile marker 98-
109 for structural steel deliv-
eries and setting beams.

I-81 BRIDGE RE-
PLACEMENT AT EXIT 
114 IN MONTGOMERY 
COUNTY – Th e bridge re-
placement of the two Inter-
state 81 bridges over Route 
8, northbound and south-
bound, is underway. Driv-
ers can expect alternating 

lane and shoulder closures, 
northbound and south-
bound, from mile marker 
114 to 115. Exit 114 ramp 
shoulder closures will be 
ongoing from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Speed limit is reduced 
to 60 mph in the work 
zone.  Route 8 will have al-
ternating northbound and 
southbound shoulder and 
lane closures, day or night, as 
needed between the I-81 on 
and off  ramps. A temporary 
traffi  c signal will direct traffi  c 
on Route 8 throughout the 
duration of the project. Ac-
cess to all properties will be 
maintained during construc-
tion. Estimated completion 
is summer 2021.

DMV Notice: Th e bridge 
on I-81 northbound at mile 
marker 114 currently has 
a restricted width for wide 
loads of 26 feet or larger.

ROUTE 11 BRIDGE 
DECK REPLACEMENT 
- Work is underway on 
Route 11 southbound to 
replace the bridge deck over 
the Norfolk Southern Rail-
road. Th e bridge is located 
.4 miles north of the inter-
section with Route 748 (Big 
Spring Drive) and .4 mile 
south of the intersection 
with Route 603 (North Fork 
Road).  Th e left lane of both 
Route 11 north and south is 
closed with a detour in place 
until the completion of the 
project.  Once in place, the 
detour will re-route Route 
11 south traffi  c through the 
left lane of Route 11 north, 
limiting each direction to 
a single lane. Th e expected 
completion date is Novem-
ber 2021.

TRAFFIC SWITCH: A 
new traffi  c pattern is in place 
detouring Route 11 south-
bound traffi  c through the 
left lane of Route 11 north-
bound between the intersec-
tions above, limiting each 

direction to a single lane. 
ROUTE 636 BRIDGE 

REPLACEMENT AT 
SENECA HOLLOW - 
Work has begun replacing 
the bridge on Route 636 
over the Roanoke River at 
Seneca Hollow. Beginning 
August 3, a road closure will 
be in place from Echo Hills 
Road to .36 mile south of 
Route 460. A detour will 
be in place. Th e detour will 
restrict access to Route 460 
at Seneca Hollow and will 
require travelers to enter/
exit Route 460 at Friendship 
Road near Wheeling Hol-
low. Th e project is expected 
to be completed in summer 
2021.

ROUTE 685 TURN 
LANE CONSTRUC-
TION – Contractors are 
constructing several turn 
lane and road improvements 
on Route 685 (Prices Fork 
Road) between Route 1145 
(Stratford View Drive) and 
Route 654 (Brooksfi eld 
Road).  Motorists should ex-
pect daily shoulder closures 
with intermittent lane clo-
sures controlled by fl agging 
forces. Current work hours 
are 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., but are 
subject to change as con-
struction progresses. Work 
is expected to last through 
summer 2021.

VARIOUS ROADS 
FOR UTILITY WORK - 
Utility crews will be work-
ing on overhead lines along 
a general corridor align-
ment following Route 114 
(Peppers Ferry), Route 460 
Business (Franklin Street) 
and Route 11/460 (Roa-
noke Road).  Th e work zone 
will span from the Pulaski/
Montgomery county line to 
the Montgomery/Roanoke 
county line.  In addition, 
various side roads will be im-

VDOT road watch

See VDOT, page 7
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ANGLICAN CATHOLIC
St. Peter the Apostle Anglican Church, 230 
W. First St., Christiansburg, VA.  Fr Peter 
Geromel OHI Th.M., Vicar,   Fr. Alex Darby, 
“Associate”, 540-382-0432/540-270-9166. 
Sundays: 8:00 am & 10:00 am Holy Eucharist 
followed by Christian Education and refresh-
ments. Holy Communion most Thursdays at 
12Noon, other Holy Days as announced. Tradi-
tional services use the 1928 Book of Common 
Prayer and 1940 Hymnal. Handicapped acces-
sible. All are welcome. Come worship with us! 
Website: www.stpetersacc.org. Follow us on 
Facebook
St. Philip’s Anglican Church, 306 Progress 
Street, NE, Blacksburg, Virginia 24060, (540) 
552-1771, www.stphilipsblacksburg.org. Rev-
erend Fr. Wade Miller, Priest. Eucharist Sun-
days at 11am and Wednesday’s at 12pm.
St. Thomas Anglican Church - located at 4910 
Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Li-
turgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  
Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.sttofc.org for 
midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E 
on Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910).

BAPTIST
First Baptist Church on 3rd Ave., 215 Third 
Ave. at the corner with Downey St. We are 
committed to personal spiritual growth and 
to providing leadership in community minis-
try. We celebrate the dignity and worth of all 
persons, created in the image of God. Sunday 
Bible Study Groups - 9:45, Sunday Worship - 
11:00. Website: www.fbcradford.org, 540-639-
4419. Worship is broadcast live on JOY radio, 
93.1 FM and 890 AM.
Trinity Community Church, 1505 N. Franklin 
Street, C’burg. John Altizer, Lead Pastor, Brian 
Cockram, Associate Pastor, 382-8121. Worship 
at 10:45 a.m., Outreach Ministries - 6:00p.m. 
Wednesday, Growth Groups - 5:00p.m. Sun-
day, Youth and Children’s Ministry - 5:00p.m. 
Sunday, www.trinitycburg.org

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Blacksburg Church of Christ, 315 Eakin 
St., 552-1331. Sun. Bible Classes 9:30 a.m., 
Sun. Worship 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m., Wed. Bible 
classes, 7 p.m., Outreach Minister Curt Seright, 
Community Minister Tom Gilliam.
Faith Christian Church of Christ, 305 3rd 
Street, Christiansburg, David Rhudy, Minis-
ter, 382-4628, Sunday School 10 am; Worship 
11 am; Evening Worship 6:30 pm; Wednesday 
night Bible Study for Women and Men 6:30 
pm. We welcome you to any and all of our ser-
vices.

CHURCH OF GOD
New Hope Church of God, 1404 Mud Pike 
Rd., C’Burg. Rev. T. Michael Bond, pastor, 
731-3178. Sun. School 10 a.m., Worship 10:50 
a.m., 6 p.m. Thurs., 7:00 p.m.
West Radford Church of God, 1824 West 
Main Street, Radford, VA 24141, Sunday 
School– 10:00A.M. Morning Worship– 
11:00A.M., Children’s Church 11:00A.M. 
Sunday Evening – 6:00P.M., Wednesday Night 
– 7:00P.M., Pastor Danny Newman, Church 
Of  ce – 540-639-6562 or 804- 921-0828.

CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
Christiansburg Church of the Brethren, 310 
South Franklin Street. Pastor: Paul J. Stover Jr. 
540-797-5015. Sunday School 10 a.m.; Morn-
ing Worship 11 a.m.; Bible Study 10:30 a.m. 
Tuesdays. Website: www.christiansburgcob.
org. A loving family, fueled by the Holy Spirit, 
grounded in God’s Word, and delivering Jesus 
forgiveness and love to all people.  Come as 
you are... you are welcomed!

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, the Path of Spiritual Freedom, 
is located at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 
24016.  However, due to COVID-19, the Light 

& Sound Services and other ECK 
programs are currently available 
online through Zoom.  Visit www.
eck-va.org for program listings, 
www.meetup.com/Roanoke-Spir-
itual-Experiences-Group, or call 
540-353-5365 and leave a mes-
sage.  We will return your call.  
Also visit www.eckankar.org for 
more information about how the 
teachings of Eckankar lead you to 
spiritual freedom.

LUTHERAN
Luther Memorial Lutheran 
Church ELCA, 600 Prices Fork 
Rd, Blacksburg. Weekly Online 
Worship at www.lmlc.org. We are a 
Reconciling in Christ congregation 
that welcomes and af  rms all peo-
ple just as they are. For information 
on Bible studies and Wednesday 
Vespers, email luthermemorial-
blacksburg@gmail.com, or contact 
the church of  ce, (540) 951-1000. 
Rev. Monica Weber, pastor.

MULTI-CULTURAL
NON-DENOMINATIONAL

Christian Growth Center, 1850 
Electic Way, Christiansburg, VA 
24073 (beside Hubbell Lighting). 
Sunday Worship: 9:30am Prayer, 
10:00am Service *Nursery Avail-
able. Lead Pastor: Todd Hallinan. 
Founding Pastor: Rob Sowell. Mis-
sion: Sow, Grow, & Go Sow Faith! 
Grow in Righteousness! Go into all 

the world in the authority of the be-
liever! 540-382-2908.

PENTECOSTAL HOLINESS
Merrimac Pentecostal Holiness 
Church, Rev. Richard Hall (540) 
552-7194. pastorhall29@gmail.
com. Sunday School at 10 a.m. and 
morning worship is 11 a.m. Eve-
ning service at 6 p.m. and Wednes-
day at 7 p.m.
Radford Worship Center, 1820 
Second Street, Radford, 639-
6287, Our music is passionate, 
our worship is real, and Pastor 
Hal Adams brings relevant mes-
sages for everyone at any place 
on their journey, Sunday Worship 
Experience at 9:00 AM & 10:45 
AM, Wednesday Family Night 
at 7 PM, Children Ministry pro-
vided for all services, join us as 
Love, Grow, Serve,  nd us on 
facebook and Instagram
Walton Pentecostal Holiness 
Church, 4003 Morning Glory 
Rd., off Walton Rd. on Rt. 114. 
731-1755. Lee Sarver, pastor. 
Sun. School 9:30 a.m., Worship 
10:30 a.m. & 6: p.m., Wed., 7 
p.m.

UNITED METHODIST
Asbury United Methodist 
Church, 500 Stuart Street, Chris-
tiansburg. 540-382-0743. Rev. 
Ryan Schaeffer. Sunday School, 
10:15 a.m., Sunday Worship, 

11:30 a.m., Wednesday Bible 
Study 7pm, alternating month’s 
with Schaeffer Memorial Bap-
tist Church, Senior Bible Study 
Thursday, 10:30 a.m. All are wel-
come.
Central United Methodist 
Church, 803 Wadsworth Street, 
Radford. 639-3529. 8:30 a.m. 
Sunday Services: 8:30am (inter-
preter provided); 9:45am Sunday 
School (interpreter provided); 
and 11:00a.m. Wednesday Bible 
Study: 6:30p.m. Child care is 
provided. www.centralmethodist-
church.com.
St. Paul United Method-
ist Church, 220 W. Main St., 
C’Burg. Rev. Moonsup “Paul” 
Song (540) 382-2410. Sunday 
Worship 10 a.m., Sunday School 9 
a.m. Live streaming Sunday Ser-
vice - www.twitch.tv/stpaulumc
Wesley Memorial United Meth-
odist Church, 350 Stafford 
Drive, Christiansburg, VA 24073, 
Sunday School 10am, Sunday 
Worship Service 11am.

WESLEYAN
Christ Wesleyan Church, 525 
Harkrader Street, Christiansburg.
Public Worship service at 11:00 
AM. Sunday School for adults - 
10:00 AM.  Pastor: Gale Janofski  
574-306-7682. Website: christ-
wesleyanchurch.org

Montgomery County
Worship DirectoryWorship Directory
Read 1 Chronicles 1:1 through 
5:26

Erin and her mother spent 
months researching their family 
tree. The search led them to rela-
tives in Ireland who helped them 
gather names and stories of de-
ceased family members from the 
1600s. They were thrilled to learn 
their family history.

The writer of Chronicles begins 
with a record of Adam’s family 
tree through his son Seth.

Adam, Seth, Enosh, Kenan, Ma-
halalel, Jared, Enoch, Methuse-
lah, Lamech, Noah. The sons of 
Noah: Shem, Ham and Japheth 
(1 Chronicles 1:1–4).

The chronicle goes on to include 
historical events and establishes 

a continuous lineage of God’s 

chosen people, to whom He 
made specifi c promises.

The Book of Revelation tells of 
a book, the Lamb’s Book of Life, 
which contains another fam-
ily tree. In it, God records the 
names of all His children—those 
who believe in Jesus Christ as 
their Lord and Savior. If you are 
a child of God, your name is in 
the Lamb’s book, and the Bible is 
a history of your spiritual family 
tree. Read about your predeces-
sors. Get to know them. You will 
spend eternity together.

Challenge for Today: Experience 
the joy of discovering your spiri-
tual heritage.

Quicklook: 1 Chronicles 1:1–28

Family Trees

worship directory

If your church is not listed and if you are interested, 
call Randy Thompson at 540-389-9355
or email at advertise@ourvalley.org

PHOTO BY PETER MEANS FOR VIRGINIA TECH
The members of  VT professor Wencai Zhang’s rare 
earth element research team are (clockwise from 
far left) Wencai Zhang, Seth Holzman, Qi La, Baxter 
Jones, Bryce McIntire, and Bin Ji. 

VT professor using waste byproducts as 
source for valuable rare-earth elements

Despite their name, rare 
earth elements are not hard 
to fi nd. Th ese 17 heavy met-
als are dispersed in small 
amounts throughout the 
earth’s crust, with some even 
more abundant than copper. 
What is rare, however, are 
the means to recover them 
economically, effi  ciently, and 
safely.

Rare earths are critical 
components in cell phones, 
aircraft, and many advanced 
electronics, and they’re be-
coming particularly im-
portant in emerging green 
energy technologies, such as 
electric and hybrid vehicles 
as well as wind energy. How-
ever, with little to no domes-
tic production, the United 
States has historically relied 
on China for over 80 percent 
of its rare earths and is vul-
nerable to disruptions in the 
supply chain. Th at vulner-
ability led to a White House 
Executive Order last fall de-
claring a national emergency 
on their supply, which pri-
oritized the development of 

domestic sources.
In a trio of projects fo-

cused on developing new 
domestic resource streams 
for these critical materials, 
Virginia Tech mining and 
minerals engineering assis-
tant professor Wencai Zhang 
is looking at waste byprod-
ucts as a potential source of 
rare earths, which he aims to 
recover using processes that 
are more cost eff ective and 
environmentally safer than 
traditional methods. 

In one project, Zhang is 
examining the potential of 
recovering rare earths from 
residual ash, a byproduct of 
incinerated municipal solid 
waste. Each year over 2 mil-
lion tons of municipal solid 
waste — ranging from food 
to plastics and electronic de-
vices — are incinerated in 
the United States. Incinera-
tion reduces a majority of the 
waste, but leaves behind a 
small amount of residual ash.

“If we can fi nd a way to 
recover the rare earths from 
the ash, it would render the 

ash more environmentally 
benign while adding value 
through the development of 
a domestic rare earth supply 
stream,” Zhang says.

In a second project, 
Zhang is trying to recover 
rare earths from bauxite resi-
due, or “red mud,” a waste 
byproduct of aluminum 
mining operations.

Extracting aluminum 
from bauxite generates about 
one to two and half tons of 
bauxite residue for each ton 
of aluminum produced. 
Th is residue often ends up 
in stockpiles at mining sites 
or in tailings ponds, large, 
man-made reservoirs that al-
low the waterborne waste to 
settle over time.

With 16 million tons 
of aluminum produced in 
the U.S. between 2009 and 
2019, there are an estimated 
16 million tons of bauxite 
residue locked up in stock-
piles and tailings ponds.

“Bauxite residue consists 
of up to 1 percent rare earths, 
such as neodymium, lan-

thanide, and cerium,” said 
Zhang. “So there are an ex-
pected 16 thousand tons of 
rare earths currently sitting 
in waste stockpiles.”

One of these rare earths, 
neodymium in particular is 
essential for the production 
of the strong magnets need-
ed in a variety of growing 
green energy technologies. 
Yet it continues to be in short 
supply and has been deemed 
critical in the U.S. due to 
supply risks.

Th e aim of this project is 
to develop new technologies 
and processes that will recov-
er the rare earths from the 
bauxite residue with a purity 
of 95 percent or greater.

Normally, recovery of the 
rare earth elements is carried 
out through a chemical pro-
cess whereby the rare earths 
are leached out of the waste 
through the addition of min-
eral acids, such as sulphuric 
acid, which can be toxic and 
carry known environmental 
risks.

But in a third project, 

Zhang and his team are at-
tempting to replace the 
more harmful mineral ac-
ids with safer organic acids 
that have been derived and 
microbially converted from 
food waste.

In this research, funded 
by a grant from the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency’s People, Prosper-
ity and the Planet (P3) 
program, the novel organic 
acids, specifi cally succinic 
and lactic acid, will be used 
to leach out the rare earths 

from both the inciner-
ated ash and bauxite residue 
waste.

“We are very excited to 
be working on these impor-
tant projects that address 
real problems surrounding 
our nation’s supply of criti-
cal materials,” said Zhang. 
“Th e work also allows us to 
train our undergraduate and 
graduate students to be the 
next generation of experts 
who can continue the devel-
opment of domestic critical 
elements.”
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Researcher Jonathan Boreyko looks through a 
synthetic feather.

Researchers learn how swimming ducks balance 
water pressure in their feathers while diving

A team of students work-
ing with Jonathan Boreyko, 
a Virginia Tech associate 
professor in mechanical en-
gineering, has discovered the 
method ducks use to sus-
pend water in their feathers 
while diving, allowing them 
to shake it out when surfac-
ing. Th e discovery opens the 
door for applications in ma-
rine technology.

Boreyko has a well-es-
tablished body of work in 
the area of fl uid mechan-
ics, including the invention 
of a fog harp and the use 
of contained, recirculated 
steam as a cooling device. As 
his research has progressed 
throughout the past decade, 
the mechanics of duck de-
wetting has been one of his 
longest-running projects.

“I got this idea when I 
was at Duke University,” 
said Boreyko. “I had a really 
bad parking spot, but my 
walk took me right through 
the scenic Duke Gardens. I 
passed by ponds with lots 
of ducks, and I noticed that 
when a duck comes out of 
the water, they’d shake their 
feathers and water would 

fl y off . I realized that what 
they were doing was a de-
wetting transition, releasing 
water that was partially in-
side of their feathers. Th at 
was the germ of the idea. In 
my research, purely by coin-
cidence, I was studying the 
same kind of thing. I realized 
that these transitions work 
only if the water isn’t allowed 
to get all the way to the bot-
tom of the porous feather 
structure.”

Boreyko remained in-
trigued with how the bal-
ance was struck, curious 
about the mechanisms that 
allow a duck to hold water 
in its feathers without sink-
ing completely. He brought 
Farzad Ahmadi into his lab 
in 2014 as a graduate stu-
dent, sharing that intrigue in 
one of their early meetings. 
Ahmadi picked up the proj-
ect and dove into the fi ner 
details. Th eir fi rst approach 
was simple; they attempted 
to force a single drop of wa-
ter through a natural duck 
feather.

“It didn’t work,” said Ah-
madi. “Th en we had the idea 
to build a pressure cham-

ber to force a pool of water 
through several layers of 
feathers.”

Feathers have micro-sized 
openings in them, tiny slots 
that allow pressurized wa-
ter to pass through. A duck 
sitting on the surface of a 
pond isn’t encountering any 
water pressure, so the water 
penetration is negligible.  A 
duck diving downward, 
however, encounters a steady 
increase in hydrostatic pres-
sure, something familiar to 
anyone taking a dive into the 
deep end of a pool.

Ahmadi discovered that 
as the number of feather 
layers increases, the pres-
sure required to push water 
through all the layers must 
also increase. Th is establishes 
a kind of baseline, a maxi-
mum pressure up to which 
feathers hold the water en-
tering them, but do not 
allow the water to reach a 
duck’s skin.

“Our hypothesis was to 
use multiple layers of feath-
ers so that the water only 
comes in part way, but there 
are air pockets under that,” 
Boreyko explained. “As long 

as those air pockets are pres-
ent, it prevents something 
called irreversible wetting. 
As long as the wetting is only 
partial, they can shake it out 
when they surface.”

Ahmadi also discovered 
that species of ducks tend 
to have the exact number 
of feather layers needed to 
avoid irreversible wetting 
during their dives. A mal-
lard, for instance, has four 
layers of feathers. Th e maxi-
mum depth to which a typi-
cal mallard dives corresponds 
to a hydrostatic pressure that 
invaded a three-feather stack 
but not four. In this way, at 
least one layer of feathers re-
mains dry after a dive, allow-
ing the duck to shake out the 
water when it emerges.

Having established the 
foundational mechanics of 
duck de-wetting, Boreyko’s 
team set out to create a syn-
thetic material that works 
in a similar way. Th e team 
made bio-inspired feathers 
from a thin sheet of alumi-
num foil, laser cutting an 
array of slots one-tenth of 
a millimeter wide to mim-
ic the barbules of a duck 

feather. Th ey also re-created 
the hairy nanostructure of 
feathers by adding an alumi-
num nanostructure to the 
aluminum barbules.

Th e synthetic feathers 
produced nearly identi-
cal results during testing, 
a credit to the strength of 
nature’s design. Application 
and scaling of this technol-
ogy is a logical next step.

Boreyko thinks there is 
potential for applying lay-
ered synthetic feathers to the 

exterior of a boat, to make 
the boat travel more easily 
through the water and re-
duce the amount of barna-
cle-like organisms that cling 
to the hull.

“If we think of a ship 
moving over the water as an 
engineered bird, right now 
it’s swimming naked,” Bo-
reyko says. “We wonder if 
clothing the ship in feathers 
could impart the same en-
hancements that waterfowl 
benefi t from.”

pacted by intermittent closures for 
crossings.  Motorists should expect 
shoulder closures and lane closures 
for travel in both directions.  Inter-
mittent full closures of the roads 
will be required for periods lasting 
no longer than 15 minutes.  Work 
hours are scheduled for 9 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. daily.  Advance warn-
ing for weekend work involving 
closures of primary highways on 
weekend mornings from 6 a.m. to 
10 a.m. will be provided via mes-
sage boards once scheduled.  Work 
is scheduled to last until fall 2021.

INTERSTATE 81
INTERSTATE 81 SAFETY 

IMPROVEMENTS AT S-
CURVES IN BOTETOURT 
COUNTY - A project to improve 
the S-curves along southbound 
I-81 in Botetourt County between 
mile markers 167.4 and 169.5 is 
underway. Th is project will en-
hance safety and improve vehicle 
traction. Work includes repav-
ing the travel lanes, applying new 
pavement markers and installing 
underground pavement drains. 
Nighttime lane closures will be in 
place and the speed limit will be 

reduced to 60 mph in the work 
zone. Th is project also includes 
permanently closing and removing 
the southbound off  ramp at exit 
167 (Buchanan) to reduce speed 
diff erentials, confl ict points and 
lane changes associated with exit-
ing vehicles. Th e estimated com-
pletion date is summer 2021. 

Th ere will be lane closures be-
tween mile marker 168 and 170 
between the hours of 8 p.m. and 6 
a.m. Sunday night through Friday 
morning.

INTERSTATE 81 LANE 
WIDENING CONSTRUC-
TION EXIT 141 TO EXIT 143 
– A project to widen the lanes on 
I-81 in Roanoke in both north-
bound and southbound directions 
between Exit 141 to Exit 143 has 
begun. Work will continue to be 
conducted within the median and 
shoulder within the barrier walls. 
Sound wall installation is under-
way. Weekday and weekend lane 
and shoulder closures may be 
in place. A left lane closure will 
be in place on I-81 northbound 
or southbound during night-
time hours from 8 p.m. to 6 a.m. 
while equipment and materials are 

brought into and out of the medi-
an. Estimated completion date of 
the project is summer 2022.

I-81 PAVING OPERATIONS 
– Weather permitting, crews will 
pave, patch and repair pavement 
on various routes.  Lane closures 
may be in place during nighttime 
hours, 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. the follow-
ing morning. Drivers should watch 
for signs and expect possible delays.

I-81 POTHOLE PATCH-
ING OPERATIONS – Weather 
permitting, are patching potholes 
along southbound Interstate 81 in 
Pulaski and Botetourt Counties.  
Mobile right and left lane closures 
will be in place and moving along 
northbound and southbound lanes 
during nighttime hours, 9 p.m. 
to 6 a.m. the following morning. 
Drivers should watch for moving 
vehicles and equipment. Expect 
possible delays.

I-81 BRIDGE DECK RE-
PAIRS – Weather permitting, 
crews will repair bridge decks on 
Interstate 81. Between mile mark-
ers 97 and 162, right and left lane 
closures will be in place north-
bound and southbound during 
nighttime hours, 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. 

the following morning. Drivers 
should watch for signs and expect 
possible delays.

INTERSTATE 581
I-581/220 EXPRESSWAY 

PAVING OPERATIONS – 
Weather permitting, crews will 
pave, patch and repair pavement 
on various routes.  Lane closures 
may be in place during nighttime 
hours, 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. the follow-
ing morning. Drivers should watch 
for signs and expect possible delays.

ROUTE 581 BRIDGE 
WORK OVER WILLIAMSON 
ROAD – Work is underway to 
rehab the bridge on I-581 that 
crosses over Route 11 (Williamson 
Road) in Downtown Roanoke. 
On Route 11 (Williamson Road) 
drivers can expect intermittent and 
alternating lane closures between 
the intersections with Rutherford 
Avenue and Wells Avenue. Any 
impacts to I-581 will be minimal. 
Th e project is expected to be com-
plete at the end of 2021.

I-581 BRIDGE REPAIR AND 
MAINTENANCE – Weather 
permitting, crews will repair bridge 
decks on Interstate 581 between 

exit 6 and exit 4W and exit 3C 
to exit 6, northbound and south-
bound. Right, center and left lane 
closures may be in place north-
bound and southbound during 
nighttime hours, 7 p.m. to 6 a.m. 
the following morning. Single lane 
closures may be in place during 
daytime hours, 5 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Drivers should watch for signs 
and expect possible I-581/220 
LANE & RAMP CLOSURES 
FOR PAVING AND MAIN-
TENANCE OPERATIONS IN 
ROANOKE COUNTY– Weath-
er permitting, crews will be milling 
and paving along Interstate 81. 
Right and left lane closures will 
be in place along northbound and 
southbound lanes during night-
time hours. Drivers should expect 
possible delays.

I-581 BRIDGE DECK RE-
PAIRS – Weather permitting, 
crews will repair bridge decks on 
Interstate 581. Right, center and 
left lane closures will be in place 
northbound and southbound dur-
ing nighttime hours, 10 p.m. to 6 
a.m. the following morning. Driv-
ers should watch for signs and ex-
pect possible delays.

VDOT from page 5
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Montgomery Sports

Pulaski River Turtles to host 
Native American National Team 

Th e Pulaski River Turtles 
will host the Native American 
National Team in an exhibition 
game July 10 as part of a tour of 
Appalachian League communi-
ties from July 5-17.

Th e announcement of the 
tour was made by Frank Fulton, 
President of Sophos Interna-
tional and a former head base-
ball coach at Hampden-Sydney 
College. Fulton said his Life 
Warriors program will partici-
pate in a series of baseball exhi-
bitions this July. Fulton, Presi-
dent of Sophos International 
since 2001, has been develop-
ing baseball student-athletes 
and international professional 
athletes since 1979.

Th e mission of Sophos In-
ternational is to create Life 
Warriors and good citizens via 
positive sports participation, 
individual development, team 
events, collegiate networking 
and international clubs.

“Our players represent the 
Spirit of the Life Warrior,” Ful-
ton said. “Th ey treat the game, 
others, and themselves with re-
spect. Th ey enjoy playing the 
game and they represent their 
unique heritage of the past by 
sharing the history of their cul-
ture in word and deed.

“When the opportunity was 
presented to play exhibition 
games in the ball parks of one 
of the oldest baseball leagues in 
America, we did not hesitate to 
jump on it,” said Fulton.

Made up of players who 
have heritage with one of the 
400 Tribal Nations that exist 
in North America, the Native 
American National Team will 
play a team from the West-
ern Hemisphere known as the 
VNuts in the exhibition games.

Native American Nations 
represented on the team include 
Cherokee, Chippewa, Coman-
che, Iroquois, Kickapoo, Lum-

bee, Pascua Yaqui, Piscataway 
Conoy, Powhatan, Sioux, and 
Tuscarora.

Th e VNuts team consists of 
players from the USA, Cuba, 
the Dominican Republic, Great 
Britain, Th e Netherlands, Ger-
many, Belgium, and Sweden.

Th is event is free to the pub-
lic, and no advance tickets will 
be off ered. Reserved or VIP 
season tickets will be honored. 
Game time is slated for 7 p.m.

Th e tour schedule is as fol-
lows: Monday, July 5, at John-
son City, Tenn.; Tuesday, July 
6, at Elizabethton, Tenn.; 
Wednesday, July 7, at Green-
eville, Tenn.; Th ursday, July 
8, at Kingsport, Tenn.; Friday, 
July 9, at Bristol, Va.; Saturday, 
July 10, at Pulaski, Va.; Mon-
day, July 12, at Danville, Va.; 
Th ursday, July 15, at Princeton, 
W.Va.; Friday, July 16, at Blue-
fi eld, W.Va.; Saturday, July 17, 
at Burlington, N.C.

After being sidelined by foot injuries, 
Christiansburg’s Carmen Graves is 
headed for the Olympic trials

For the past fi ve years, 
Christiansburg native Carmen 
Graves has battled multiple 
foot injuries that have kept her 
away from her event, the stee-
plechase.

Now, though, she is back af-
ter qualifying this past week for 
the U.S. Olympic trials. 

“Th e biggest factor in getting 
back to personal best shape is 
being able to train consistently 
over the past three years with 
no major injuries or disrup-
tions,” Graves said. “My cur-
rent coach and I have made it a 
priority to put my mental and 
physical health fi rst. Our mot-
to is 80% fi t, 100% healthy,” 
she said. 

Needless to say, she is excited 
about qualifying for the trials. 

“It’s so meaningful because 
I’ve worked so hard for the 

last year to accomplish this 
goal, and it’s amazing to fi -
nally see it through,” Graves 
said. “Qualifying this second 
time is so much more mean-
ingful because my husband 
(Sean Stetler) also coaches me 
now. He has been by my side 
through all the good and bad 
days and believed in me when I 
didn’t believe in myself. It feels 
like we accomplished this goal 
together,” she said by email. 

Graves initially met the 
Olympic qualifying standard 
of 9.53 in 2016 with a time of 
9.52, but subsequently suff ered 
an injury that sat her down.

Th is year the committee 
lowered the standard to 9:50, 
which worried her because she 
hadn’t run under 9:50 in over 
six years. 

“I ended up qualifying with 
a personal best time of 9:47 at 
the Portland Track Fest (May 
27). It’s exciting because I 

know that I can run faster. I fell 
in the water pit and still ran a 
personal best in Portland so I 
am excited to see how fast I can 
run while staying on my feet,” 
Graves said.

Her training regimen has 
become intense with two track 
workouts and one long run 
weekly. She puts in close to 60 
miles each week. 

A 2009 graduate of Chris-
tiansburg High School, Graves 
now lives in Denver, works as a 
paraprofessional at High Plains 
Elementary School, and coach-
es track and fi eld at Englewood 
High School. 

Th e Olympic trials are set for 
Eugene, Ore., later this month, 
and the summer Olympics are 
slated to begin July 23 in To-
kyo, Japan. 

Th e steeplechase trials will 
be available for local viewing 
on June 24 at 9 p.m. on NBC 
Sports.

FILE PHOTO
After entering the transfer portal, former RU Highlander Quinton 
Morton-Robertson has found a new home at Purdue Ft. Wayne 
University.

Radford’s Morton-
Robertson to play 
at Purdue Ft. Wayne

FILE PHOTO
Christiansburg’s Carmen Graves is headed to the U.S. Olympic trials in the steeplechase.

Former Radford High 
School and Radford Uni-
versity point guard Quinton 
Morton-Robertson has an-
nounced his plans to transfer 
to Purdue Ft. Wayne Univer-
sity to continue his career. 

“We are excited about 
the addition of Quinton 
to our program,” Purdue 
Fort Wayne head coach 
Jon Coffman said. “He is a 
proven winner at the Divi-
sion I level as well as in high 
school where he led Radford 
High School to a 112-6 re-
cord over his four years and 
three state championships. 
We love Quinton’s ability to 
shoot the ball and his versa-
tility to play with the ball in 
his hands or off the ball. He 
will fit in well with our pro-
gram. We are excited to get 
an experienced guard with 
three years to play.”

Morton-Robertson joins 
the Mastodons after two sea-
sons at Radford University. 

As a sophomore last sea-
son, he played in 22 games 
with 11 starts. He averaged 
7.4 points and 21.0 minutes 
per game. He shot 38.0 per-
cent from three, leading the 
team in made 3-pointers. He 
had a season-high 18 points 
at Presbyterian on 6-of-8 
shooting. He played in 19 
games as a freshman.

At Radford High School, 
he helped lead his team to a 

30-0 record as a senior. His 
team won the 1A state cham-
pionship his freshman and 
sophomore seasons and the 
2A state championship his 
senior season. He was named 
the Timesland Player of the 
Year in 2017 and 2018.

Purdue Fort Wayne fin-
ished the 2020-21 season at 
8-15 in its first season in the 
Horizon League. 

Coffman was hired as 
the 12th head coach of the 
men’s basketball program in 
2014 after serving as an as-
sistant for three seasons. He 
has a 118-102 record as head 
coach.

Purdue University Fort 
Wayne is a public university 
in Fort Wayne, Ind., with 
an enrollment of 7,270 stu-
dents. 

The Horizon League fea-
tures 12 public and private 
institutions that have im-
pressive academic reputa-
tions and a storied tradition 
of broad-based athletic pro-
grams: Cleveland State Uni-
versity, the University of De-
troit Mercy, the University 
of Illinois Chicago, Indiana 
University-Purdue Univer-
sity Indianapolis, Northern 
Kentucky University, Oak-
land University, Purdue 
University Fort Wayne, 
Robert Morris University, 
the University of Wisconsin-
Green Bay, the University 
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, 
Wright State University, and 
Youngstown State University.

Nathan Traxler, an All-American wrestler at Stanford, is headed to 
Blacksburg and VT’s wrestling team.

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

BLACKSBURG – Virginia 
Tech wrestling added an All-
American to its lineup Tuesday 
with the arrival of former Stan-
ford wrestler Nathan Traxler.

Traxler was named a Na-
tional Wrestling Coaches Asso-
ciation All-American following 
the cancellation of the 2020 
NCAA Championships and was 
a three-year team american.

Th e graduate transfer is a 
four-year qualifi er for the NCAA 
Championships, wrestling at 
197 pounds for three years be-
fore moving up to heavyweight 
this past year. Th e Illinois native 
won the Pac-12 championship 

at 197 pounds in 2019.
“We are very excited to have 

Nathan joining our program 
and look forward to helping 
him accomplish his goals on 
the mat,” Virginia Tech wres-
tling head coach Tony Robie 
said. “He will be joining a great 
room of big guys to learn and 
train alongside. Ultimately, I 
think that is what attracted him 
to Virginia Tech. I can’t wait for 
Nathan to get to Blacksburg and 
get to work.”

After qualifying for the 2021 
NCAA Championships as a 
heavyweight, Traxler will stay 
at that weight for the Hokies. 

Robie added that the team plans 
to partner Traxler with fresh-
man and 2021 NCAA Qualifi er 
Hunter Catka for the upcoming 
season.

 “I’m excited about all the 
opportunities Virginia Tech has 
to off er me in training part-
ners, coaches, and passion for 
the sport,” Traxler said. “I have 
loved my time at Stanford and 
will be forever grateful for the 
opportunities they have given 
me, but I’m looking forward to 
the new perspectives and high 
achieving atmosphere of the 
Hokie Team. Can’t wait to get 
to work.”

Former Stanford All-American 
wrestler headed to Blacksburg
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$0 DOWN 0% APR 84 MONTHS*

PLUS! — Save up to $1,200*

Compact Tractors Performance-matched attachments 20.9-62 HP

Together we do more VISIT US TODAY FOR THIS LIMITED-TIME OFFER*

A heavy-duty offer for
a heavy-duty tractor. 
A heavy-duty offer for
a heavy-duty tractor. 

Up to

BeverageTractor.com
email: beveragetractor@hotmail.com

Blacksburg, Virginia
3809 South Main St. 

and 2085 Stuarts Draft Hwy (Rt 340 S) •  Stuarts Draft, VA

Special Package Deal — Only from Beverage Tractor —

KUBOTA L2501DT Package Includes:

For complete warranty, safety and product information, consult your local Kubota dealer and the product operator's manual. Power (HP/KW) and other specifications are based on various standards or recommended practices.

**Price is Cash Price with all discounts taken
Financing available, see dealer for details. 

SALES | PARTS | SERVICE

New Kubota 25hp Compact Tractor w/ 4WD and AG Tires
+ Front End Loader (LA525FL) (included)

+ 2 Attachments: 5' Rear Cutter & 6' Rear Scraper Blade (included)

+ Load Up and Drive Away: 18 Foot Utility Trailer (included)

Total Package Price $24,950**

Or Get A Complete Tractor Package Deal:

KubotaUSA.com
*Based on EDA tractor sales data of under 20 horsepower models from 2009 to 2019.
© Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2021. $0 Down, 0% APR  financing for up to 84 months available on purchases of new Kubota L01 series equipment from participating dealers’ in-stock inventory is available to qualified
purchasers through Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Example: 84 monthly payments of $11.90 per $1,000 financed. Customer instant rebates of $700 are available on qualifying finance or
$1,200 on cash purchases of L01 series equipment. Additional instant rebate of $500 is available with purchase of one new qualifying implement. Some exceptions apply. Offers expire 6/30/21. Terms subject to change.
This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For complete warranty, disclaimer, safety, incentive offer
and product information, consult your Dealer or KubotaUSA.com.

Now Offering Mobile Service— We’ll come to you when your equipment needs service.

L2501 with Front Loader and Rear Cutter

Complete Package Price$24,950 **

FREEDELIVERYwithin 50 miles! 

Call:  540-908-3782

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

VT’s Evan Hughes wins award as nation’s 
top collegiate radio/TV sports broadcaster

PHOTO COURTESY OF VT ATHLETICS
Broadcaster Evan Hughes, right, who recently graduated from VT’s School of 
Communication, interviews Virginia Tech basketball coach Mike Young during a 
recent game in Blacksburg.

Evan Hughes, who re-
cently graduated from Vir-
ginia Tech’s School of Com-
munication has won the Jim 
Nantz Award, presented to 
the nation’s most outstand-
ing collegiate radio and TV 
sports broadcaster.

Hughes began his jour-
ney to the top of his profes-
sion when he was 12 and 
volunteered as the public 
address announcer for his 
sister’s all-star softball games.

He went on to create 
Patriot Talk Live, for ra-
dio broadcasts of his high 
school’s sports teams, Pat-
rick Henry High School in 
Ashland, Va. In the tense 
fi nal moments of the 2014 
Tomato Bowl, the epic ri-
valry between Patrick Henry 
and Lee-Davis High School 
(now Mechanicsville High 
School), the Patriots sealed 
the win with an interception 
in the end zone.

On the call, Hughes 
spontaneously bellowed 
“Holy Toledo!”

“It was sheer joy that I 
got to call this awesome mo-
ment,” Hughes said. “I just 
knew at that point. Not that 

I knew I was good enough 
to pursue play-by-play 
broadcasting, but I knew I 
loved it. I said this is more 
than just a hobby. I look 
back on that being the fi rst 
big moment I got to call, 
and I remember thinking 
this is something I really 
want to do.”

“Holy Toledo!” has be-
come synonymous with 
Hughes’s calling games over 
the past four years at Vir-
ginia Tech.

“I’m just at a loss of 
words, to be honest,” 
Hughes said about the Jim 
Nantz Award. “I feel lucky 
to be in this position be-
cause there’s so many talent-
ed people around the coun-
try. Th e reels were so great 
this year. I’m just excited for 
Virginia Tech. Th is is one of 
the happiest days of my life.

“It’s not every day you see 
your parents cry in front of 
you. Just a really special day. 
I feel so lucky I get to experi-
ence it with my family.” 

“Th is is a landmark day 
for Evan and for the School 
of Communication,” said 
Robert E. Denton Jr., the 

communication school’s di-
rector. “When we offi  cially 
made sports media and 
analytics a major in 2020, 
we were excited to see the 
results it would yield. Th is is 
just the fi rst step. Congratu-
lations to Evan, our hard-
working faculty in this area 
led by Bill Roth, all of our 
students in the sports media 
and analytics major, and ev-
eryone else who has helped 
the program transform into 
what it is today.”

Hughes’s father, Kelly, 
played soccer for Virginia 
Tech, so the family has long 
been Hokie fans. Many Sat-
urdays growing up, Hughes 
would sneak away from the 
bleachers at his sister’s soft-
ball games and fi nd comfort 
in the car listening on the 
radio to Roth’s “Touchdown 
Tech!” call, which became 
iconic over his 27-year ca-
reer as the Voice of the Hok-
ies.

“I look back on it and 
think how lucky I am that 
I not only met my idol, but 
I got to work with Bill on 
a daily basis,” Hughes said. 
“I’m in the position I am 

today, the person and the 
professional, because of the 
person I admired growing 
up. Th at’s really special.” 

Hughes arrived on cam-
pus as a freshman in 2017. 
He has gained valuable 
experience over the past 
four years as a play-by-
play broadcaster for ACC 
Network Extra and the St. 
Cloud Rox of the North-
woods League, as the pod-

cast host for TechSideline.
com, and as the sports di-
rector for 3304 Sports, the 
multimedia platform for 
student sports journalism at 
Virginia Tech.

“Sports media and ana-
lytics, 3304 Sports, Vir-
ginia Tech, stand up baby,” 
Hughes said. “Th is is a win 
for Virginia Tech and for 
our program. I’m proud to 
be a Hokie!”

“Honestly, being a good 
person and showing kind-
ness and compassion to oth-
ers is so important,” Hughes 
said. “If you make other 
people feel like they’re im-
portant, that’s three-fourths 
of the battle, in my opinion. 
Th en the broadcasting will 
take care of itself.”

-- Cory Van Dyke, 
Virginia Tech

Keely Rochard 
named 
All-American

Virginia Tech softball 
pitcher Keely Rochard has 
been named a fi rst-team 
All-American, the Na-
tional Fastpitch Coaches 
Association (NFCA) an-
nounced Wednesday.

Rochard, a junior from 
Williamsburg, Va., thus 
becomes Virginia Tech’s 
third NFCA All-American 
in program history and the 
fi rst since Jenna Rhodes 
in 2009. Rochard is just 
the second fi rst-team All-
American in school histo-
ry, joining Angela Tincher 
as the only two Hokies to 
receive the honor.

Th e right-hander cur-
rently leads all of NCAA 
Division I with 348 strike-
outs during the 2021 sea-
son. Rochard is also in the 
top three in the country 
in shutouts with 13 and 
wins at 29. She leads the 
ACC in all three categories 
as well as hits allowed per 
seven innings (3.76) and 
strikeouts per seven in-
nings (10.0)

Th is is hardly Rochard’s 
fi rst award this season as 
she was named the ACC 
Pitcher of the Year on 
May 11. During the sea-
son, Rochard was named 
ACC Pitcher of the Week 
three times (March 24, 
March 30 and May 4) 
and the NFCA Division I 
Pitcher of the Week twice 

(Feb. 23 and March 22). 
Justin’s World of Softball 
also named Rochard a fi rst-
team All-American Tues-
day.

Despite the Hokies’ 
exit from the 2021 NCAA 
Tournament, Rochard 
leads the tournament with 
49 strikeouts. In her six 
starts in the regional and 
super regional rounds, 
Rochard went 4-2, hold-
ing opponents to a .196 
batting average in 37.0 in-
nings. She also became the 
fi rst pitcher in Hokies’ his-
tory to go an undefeated, 
3-0 at the NCAA Region-
als.

Rochard threw two no-
hitters this season, the sixth 
and seventh of her illustri-
ous career. Th e fi rst came 
against Georgia Tech on 
April 18. Th e second came 
on April 30 at Syracuse.

Junior VT pitcher Keely Rochard has been named a 
first-team All-American by the National Fastpitch 
Coaches Association.
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