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Christiansburg to put on Fourth 
of July celebration Saturday

Christiansburg Parks and Recre-
ation will again host a Fourth of July 
celebration that will have something 
for all ages on Saturday, July 3.

From 10 a.m. until 4 p.m., a fes-
tival will be set up on Main Street 
with live music, kids' activities, 
Christiansburg Farmers' Market 

vendors, craft vendors, food trucks, 
and more. Th e celebration will be 
capped off  at approximately 9:15 
p.m. by a fi reworks display on the 
future Regional Park/Truman Wil-
son Property. Th e fi reworks can be 
viewed from the Uptown Mall or 
Walmart parking lots.

Th e rain date will be Monday, 
July 5, in which case the festival 
will not be held, but the fi reworks 
will still go on. Saturday’s festival 
will include performances by Gate 
10 at 10:30 a.m., Flannel Jukebox 
at noon, and Don and the Deltones 
Plus at 1:30 p.m.

U.S. senators go to bat 
for Virginia’s minor 
league baseball teams

WASHINGTON – 
U.S. Sens. Mark R. War-
ner and Tim Kaine (both 
D-VA), along with Sens. 
Marsha Blackburn (R-
TN) and Richard Blu-
menthal (D-CT) have 
introduced the Minor 
League Baseball Relief 
Act to help the nine 
minor league baseball 
teams in Virginia who 
are hurting economical-
ly after the COVID-19 
crisis.

The nine teams re-
ceiving financial help 
include the Salem Red 
Sox and the Pulaski Riv-
er Turtles (formerly the 
Yankees).

The Minor League 
Baseball Relief Act 
would provide up to 
$550 million in fed-
eral relief funding for 
minor league teams, 
which serve as impor-
tant economic engines 
in communities across 
the commonwealth as 
baseball fans come to at-
tend games and end up 
patronizing local busi-
nesses like restaurants, 
hotels, and other attrac-
tions. Companion leg-
islation was introduced 
in the House of Repre-
sentatives by Rep. Doris 
Matsui (D-CA) and Da-
vid McKinley (R-WV).

“For many work-
ing families, catching a 
weekend minor league 

baseball game at stadi-
ums across the common-
wealth is an affordable 
and fun family outing,” 
said Sen. Warner. “Base-
ball isn’t just America’s 
pastime; it also repre-
sents an economic life-
line for many commu-
nities. However, like 
many small businesses 
throughout the COV-
ID-19 crisis, our minor 
league baseball teams in 
Virginia have struggled 
mightily to keep the 
lights on. Since there 
was no minor league 
baseball season in 2020 
due to the pandemic, 
many of these teams 
have sustained heavy fi-
nancial losses that have 
not been substantially 
mitigated by existing 
small business econom-
ic relief programs. I’m 
pleased to work with my 
colleagues on this bill 
that would allow these 
local treasures access to 
economic relief.”

“Baseball is not only 
America’s favorite pas-
time, bringing friends 
and families together, it’s 
also a critical economic 
engine for the common-
wealth,” said Sen. Kaine. 
“Teams in communities 
across Virginia support 
our local economy and 
create jobs. The pan-

Blacksburg fi reworks set for Sunday

The Town of Blacksburg’s fireworks show will begin at 9:30 p.m. Sunday (rain or shine) from the Old Blacksburg 
High School property on Patrick Henry Drive.

Appalachian Power to 
begin six-week project 
Tuesday replacing poles 
and wires around town

Tuesday, July 6, Appa-
lachian Power will begin a 
six-week project replacing 
23 poles and 26 spans of 
wire in Christiansburg.

Th is work will begin 
near the intersection of Sil-
ver Lake Road and Radford 
Street and proceed west 
along Radford Street to 
Harman Drive. Work will 

then proceed along Har-
man Drive to Harkrader 
Street and from Harkrader 
Street to approximately the 
intersection with Kensing-
ton Way.

Traffi  c patterns will be 
maintained at all times, 
but minor delays may be 
experienced during this 
time.

Mission BBQ opening includes 
Military Appreciation Night

Mission BBQ will open its 20th location in Virginia Monday, July 5, at 2585 Market St. NE in Christiansburg. 
The restaurant is inviting the public to come recon the place with Military Appreciation Night on Friday, July 
2, from 2 p.m. until 6 p.m. All sales go to the Global War on Terrorism Memorial Foundation, and the first 100 
customers to buy an American Heroes cup will get free barbecue for a year.

See Baseball, page 5
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Keep Virginia Beautiful has awarded 
the Warm Hearth Foundation a $500 
grant for its litter prevention project as 
part of the organization’s annual 30 in 30 
green grants.

In addition to raising funds to support 
seniors in need of housing and health 
care, the foundation operates Micah’s 
Program, which assists seniors in need of 
basic necessities like shelf-stable groceries, 
prepared meals and personal care items.

As part of the foundation’s litter pre-
vention program, food is delivered to 
residents in reusable, washable shopping 
bags. While Warm Hearth off ers recy-
cling options to residents, the reusable 
bags reduce waste from any paper or plas-
tic bags that may be disposed.

Amy Slone, Warm Hearth’s associ-
ate director of development, said, “Our 
organization is undoubtedly committed 
to environmental responsibility, but as 
a nonprofi t it can often be expensive to 
sustain initiatives like these. Th anks to 

Keep Virginia Beautiful and others who 
off er similar funding, we are continuing 
to make strides in reducing our envi-
ronmental footprint and doing our part 
to reduce waste without taking funding 
away from other vital areas of support.”

You have the opportunity to purchase building lots in the town limits of 
Blacksburg VA near Virginia Tech! There are 9 tax parcels being sold in 3 
offerings. Combined, the lots total 2.86 acres. The properties would be great 
building spots with access to town water and sewer. They are zoned R-4. The 
offerings will be sold simultaneously – all lots will remain open until bidding 
ends. You have the opportunity to purchase multiple offerings as long as 
you are the winning bidder of those offerings.
 9 Lots located on Grissom Lane, Nellies Cave Road, 

and Blacksburg Lane in Blacksburg VA
 

 Offering # 1 (Lot 1) = .619 Acre
 
 Offering # 2 (Lots 2, 3, 4, and 5) = 1.36 Acres
 
 Offering # 3 (Lots 6, 7,8, and 9) = .88 Acre

Terms – 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract price. 
Earnest Money Deposit of $5,000 per offering required on day of sale. Close in 30 Days. 
Subject to seller confirmation.  Property sold as is where is any and all faults. Buyer is 
expected to complete their own due diligence. Please note that during the last two minutes 
of bidding, if a new bid is placed, the clock is automatically extended an additional two 
minutes. These offerings will be sold simultaneously – all lots will remain open until bidding 
ends. You have the opportunity to purchase multiple offerings as long as you are the 
winning bidder of those offerings. Auction ends once bidding ends. Download Bidder 
Information Pack for complete terms and conditions, purchase contract and maps.

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
Building Lots for Sale in Blacksburg VA!

 Ends Thursday July 1st at 4 PM

Bid Now at VaAuctionPro.com

102 S. Locust Street, 
Floyd, VA  24091
(540) 745-2005

VaAuctionPro.com
Lic# 2907004059

Contact – Broker & Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at 
540-239-2585 or email gallimore.matt@gmail.com

AN ORGANIZED HOME      
IS A HAPPY HOME

Add space to your kitchen and time to your busy schedule with ShelfGenie’s 
custom pull-out shelves installed in your existing cabinets

®

Schedule Your FREE Design Consultation: 

(866) 982-2260

50% OFF
INSTALLATION*

*Limit one offer per household. Must 
purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Shelves. 

EXP 6/30/21

Hours: Mon - Fri 9am-9pm, Sat 10am - 4pm EST

UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday, June 30:

Teen Book Club
At the Montgomery 

Floyd Regional Library On-
line at 4 p.m. Each month 
the club will be discuss-
ing a new book. To be read 
and discussed this month 
is “Children of Blood and 
Bone” by Toni Adeyemi. 
Any teen interested in join-
ing the discussion can email 
mroach@mfrl.org for more 
information.

Blacksburg Police Hiring 
Workshop

Th e Blacksburg Police 
Department is hosting a hir-
ing workshop from 6 p.m. 
until 7 p.m. at the Blacks-
burg Community Center, 
615 Patrick Henry Drive. 
For more information, con-
tact Sgt. K.V. Craver at 540-
443-1438.

Th ursday, July 1:

American Legion meeting
American Legion Har-

vey-Howe-Carper Post 30 
will meet at 7 p.m. at Th e 
VFW Post 776 building on 
102 Watts St. in Radford. 
For further information, call 
250-2283 or 239-9864.

Saturday, July 3:

Teen DnD
At the Montgomery-

Floyd Regional Library on-
line at 4 p.m. DnD is now 
virtual on Discord. Th e 
library staff  suggests down-
loading Discord for ease 
of access, but this is not re-
quired. Email shodges@
mfrl.org for the discord 
server link.

Teen Game Night
At the Montgomery-

Floyd Regional Library 
online at 5:30 p.m. Join 
other teens for a live, inter-
active game night online. 
Th e group will play jackbox 
party night games on fam-
ily friendly settings. Email 
shodges@mfrl.org for more 
information.

Christiansburg July 4th 
Celebration

Th e Town of Christians-
burg Fourth of July celebra-
tion will be held from 10 
a.m. until 4 p.m. on West 
Main Street.

Th ere will be live music 
performances by Gate 10, 
Flannel Jukebox, and Don 
and the Deltones Plus. Food 
and vendors will be along 
Main Street, and a special 
Kids Zone will be available.

Th is is a free event. At 
9:15 p.m., festival goers can 
move over to the Uptown 
Christiansburg or Walmart 
parking lots to watch the 
fi reworks.

Sunday, July 4:

City of Radford “Spirit of 
America” July 4th Celebration

Th e City of Radford 
presents a full day of live 
music, free kids activities, 
infl atables and attractions, 
food and craft vendors, and 
fi reworks to close the event. 
Music will be headlined by 
Country Music Associa-
tion (CMA) Hall of Fame 
member and member of 
the Statler Brothers, Jimmy 
Fortune. Opening for Jim-
my Fortune will be country 
music singer Wade Hayes. 
Th e schedule of events 
is as follows: 1-6 p.m. – 

382-2349 or by visiting
www.christiansburg.org/

register. Th e registration 
deadline is July 2, and the 
registration fee is $30.

Wednesday, July 7:

Virtual Event: Shadow 
Puppetry

Matt Sandbank is a na-
tionally touring shadow 
puppeteer based in Austin, 
Texas. Via Zoom seminars, 
he will present a collection 
of wordless shadow shorts 
that will surprise and de-
light audiences with visual 
storytelling. Come and see 
the show via Zoom Webi-
nars. Webinar ID: 819 0720 
7445 Passcode: 563317.

Th ursday, July 8

Talking About Books
At the Meadowbrook 

Public Library at 11 a.m. 
To be discussed is “Braiding 
Sweetgrass” by Robin Wall 
Kimmer. Call to reserve a 
copy.

Th ursday, July 8; 
Th ursday July 15

DnD One shot
At 1 p.m. at the Mont-

gomery Floyd Regional Li-
brary online. Create a level-
one character and join in a 
special teen DnD mini-cam-
paign game. Email shodg-
es@mfrl.org for the discord 
server link.

Friday, July 9:

Blood Drive
Th e bloodmobile will be 

at Professional Rehab As-
sociates, 1200 Tyler Ave., 
Radford, from 1 to 6 p.m. 
Call 1-800-REDCROSS or 
visit RedCrossBlood.org to 
schedule an appointment.

Saturday, July 10:

New River Valley Garden 
Tour

Th e cost is $15 with the 
tour from 9 a.m. until 5 
p.m. rain or shine. Advance 
tickets, maps, and brochures 
are now available at each 
branch of the Montgomery-
Floyd Regional Library

Mt. Tabor Ruritan Fish 
Fry

Th e Mount Tabor Ruri-
tan Club will hold its July 
fi sh fry from 5 to 7 p.m. at 
Slusser's Chapel Picnic Shel-
ter, 1543 Mount Tabor Rd, 
Blacksburg. To be off ered 
are single servings of fi sh, 
fries, and slaw, homemade 
desserts, and beverages. Th e 
cost is $8 for adults and $5 
for children under 12. Chil-
dren under three eat free. 
Carry-outs will also be $8. 
DJ Gene Broadus will be 
spinning some music, and 
the fi sh fry will be held rain 
or shine. Call or text 540-
449-6178 for further infor-
mation.

Monday, July 12:

Break-in Bags
Beginning at 10 a.m. at 

the Blacksburg, Christians-
burg, Jessie Peterman Me-
morial and Meadowbrook 
Public Library branches. 
Solve three puzzles to fi nd 
the numeric code that will 
open the lock and free your 

loot. Recommended for ages 
10 years and up. Supplies are 
limited.

STEM Club
At the Christiansburg 

Library at 1 p.m. Watch the 
library’s virtual STEM club. 
Pick up the activity materi-
als from July 5 through July 
10. Email shodges@mfrl.org 
with any questions.

Monday, July 12 - 
Wednesday, July 14:

Basketball Clinic
Christiansburg's Parks 

and Recreation Department 
is hosting a basketball clinic 
from July 12-14 for ages 
5-14 at the Christiansburg 
Recreation Center. Th e reg-
istration fee is $30. Register 
by July 9 at 540-382-2349 
or www.christiansburg.org/
register.

Tuesday, July 13:

MCPS public hearing on 
health, safety plan

Montgomery County 
Public Schools will hold a 
public hearing on the 2021-
2022 Health and Safety 
Plan on July 13. Online 
comments will also be ac-
cepted. More information 
is available at https://buff .
ly/3zC1Jl2.

Sons of Confederate Veter-
ans meeting:

Th e Sons of Confederate 
Veterans, Stuart Horse Artil-
lery Camp 1784, will meet 
at 7 p.m. at Aly's Italian 
Family Restaurant on 3204 
Riner Road. Members of 
the United Daughters of the 
Confederacy (UDC) are in-
vited to attend. Th e evening 
will include a discussion on 
the 50th Virginia Infantry 
Regiment.  For further in-
formation, call 320-4315 or 
239-9864.

Wednesday, July 14:

Radford Library Brown 
Bag Book Club

Th e Brown Bag Book 
Club is getting together 
again. Read "Follow the 
River" by James Alexander 
Th om and join the club 
to discuss this book on 
Wednesday, July 14, 2021 at 
noon. No formal commit-
ment is needed. Just drop in 
if the book appeals to you.

Monday, July 19 - Th urs-
day, July 22:

CHS Volleyball Camp
From 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

at the Christiansburg Rec-
reation Center. For ages 
9-12. Register by calling 
540-382-2349 or visit www.
christiansburg.org/register. 
Th e registration deadline is 
Friday, July 16. Th e registra-
tion fee is $30.

Ongoing:

Th rough June 30:

"Seeing Sound" Art by 
Lyndsay LaLonde

At the Blacksburg Li-
brary. Th is art display by lo-
cal artist Lyndsay LaLonde 
highlights her unique experi-
ence with music and sound. 
"Synesthesia" or "seeing 
sound" refers to a way that 
some people interpret music 

as colors and shapes. Explore 
her visual playlist through 
the end of the month at the 
Blacksburg Library.

Th rough July 17:

MFRL Summer Reading 
Program

Montgomery Floyd Re-
gional Library will again 
present its summer reading 
program for kids and teens. 
Participants my sign up in 
person or online. Th ey may 
choose how long they want 
to read every day, log the 
days they read, and win a free 
book when they read for 10 
days and a raffl  e entry ticket 
for prizes when they read for 
15 days. Adults may register 
online and log their reading 
to be automatically entered 
in weekly prize drawings.

Th rough July 31:

Radford Public Library's 
Summer Reading Program

Th rough Saturday, July 
31, the Radford Public Li-
brary is running its annual 
summer reading program 
for kids, teens, and adults. 
Th e program promotes 
reading daily to earn prizes 
and to earn entries to win 
raffl  e baskets. Th e reading 
program is a fun way to 
promote literacy, encourage 
reading as a healthy habit, 
and help readers experience 
reading as fun and adventur-
ous.

Th rough Aug. 29:

Glencoe Mansion, Mu-
seum and Gallery exhibit 
“Mountain Rail Trails”

Glencoe Mansion, Muse-
um and Gallery is displaying 
its newest art gallery exhibit, 
“Mountain Rail Trails,” fea-
turing photography by Dale 
R. Carlson of Bluemoonistic 
Images. 

Th e exhibit will be on 
display through August 29 
and dovetails nicely with the 
train observatory platform 
and exhibit found at the 
edge of the grounds of Glen-
coe. Everyone is welcome to 
visit the museum with no 
admission charge. Glencoe 
is located at 600 Unruh Dr. 
in Radford.

Th rough September:

Blacksburg's Market 
Square Jam 2021

Blacksburg's Market 
Square Jam 2021 will con-
tinue each Wednesday from 
7 - 9 p.m. through Septem-
ber at Market Square Park. 
Th is season marks the jam's 
10th anniversary.

Th rough October:

Radford Farmers Market
Th e Radford Farmers 

Market will be held each Sat-
urday through October 30 
from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m. in 
the New River Valley Com-
munity Service parking lot 
(the old Wade’s parking lot) 
on West Main Street.

Christiansburg Farmers 
Market

Every Th ursday through 
October the Christiansburg 
Farmers Market will be held 
at the Christiansburg Rec-
reation Center parking lot 
from 3 p.m. until 7 p.m.

Rides and Games; 1:30-
2:30 p.m. – Faithful Praise 
(gospel); 2:45-3:45 p.m. 
– Glen Shelton; 4-5 p.m. 
Th e Castaways (Beach Mu-
sic); 5-5:45 p.m. - Opening 
Ceremonies with Mayor 
David Horton and the Na-
tional Anthem to be sung 
by Glen Shelton, followed 
by patriotic readings from 
Dr. Dick Harshberger; 6-7 
p.m. - Wade Hayes (coun-
try); 7:15-8:45 p.m. – Jim-
my Fortune (country); and 
9:30 p.m. – fi reworks spon-
sored by Th ird Security.

Blacksburg Fireworks Show
Th e Town of Blacksburg's 

2021 fi reworks show will 
take place at 9:30 p.m. rain 
or shine at the old Blacks-
burg High School property 
on Patrick Henry Drive.

Talking about Books
At the Christiansburg 

Library from 11 a.m. until 
noon. To be discussed in per-
son and virtually is “Deacon 
King Kong” by James Mc-
Bride.

Talking About Books
At the Meadowbrook 

Public Library at 6 p.m. To 
be discussed is “Th e Dutch 
House” by Ann Patchett. 
Call to reserve a copy.

Monday, July 5:

Radford City offi  ces closed
Th e City of Radford offi  c-

es will be closed for the July 
4th holiday. Solid waste col-
lection normally on Monday 
will be collected on Tuesday, 
July 6. Th e Drop Center and 
the Radford Public Library 
will also be closed on July 5.

Blacksburg City offi  ces 
closed

All Town of Blacksburg 
administrative offi  ces will be 
closed on Monday, July 5, 
in observance of the July 4th 
Holiday. Blacksburg Com-
munity and Aquatic Centers 
are closed Sunday, July 4, 
and will open regular hours 
Monday, July 5. Th ere is no 
refuse/recycling service in the 
SE Quadrant on Monday, 
July 5. Make-up service is 
Wednesday, July 7. 

Tuesday, July 6 - 
Friday, July 9:

Archery Clinic
Christiansburg Parks and 

Recreation is having an ar-
chery clinic July 6-9 for ages 
7-13 from 10 a.m. until 
noon at the Triangle Archery 
Club. Sign up by calling 540-

On behalf of the Warm Hearth 
Foundation’s litter prevention program, 
Jody Smiley delivers food to residents in 
reusable shopping totes.

Keep Virginia Beautiful awards 
grant to Warm Hearth Foundation
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Traveling with pets, avoiding the ER, paying more for seafood,
socializing with the non-vaccinated over the holiday weekend

Hitting the road with 
the family dog or cat 
should always include 
extra planning. Be sure 
to consider holiday foods 
that might be unhealthy 
for pets. Summer heat 
and travel can always be 
dangerous, not to men-
tion the fireworks. Dr. 
Mark D. Freeman is an 
assistant professor of 
community practice in 
the Department of Small 
Animal Clinical Sciences 
at the Virginia-Maryland 
College of Veterinary 
Medicine at Virginia 
Tech.

He says, “Every year 
near the 4th of July, we 
see a significant increase 
in the number of trau-
matic injuries to dogs, 

specifically related to the 
fear response associated 
with fireworks.  Dogs 
have jumped through 
glass windows and off 
decks and balconies, 
chewed through doors 
and walls, and gotten hit 
by cars when they panic 
and run away from the 
noise.”

Avoiding the ER 
while enjoying outdoor 
activities

For lots of folks, hik-
ing, biking, and tubing 
or swimming are the 
highlights of a fun and 
safe July 4th weekend.  A 
little common sense and 
the right preparation go 
a long way, according to 
Stephanie Lareau, who is 
an emergency medicine 

physician at Carilion 
Clinic in Roanoke and 
associate professor at the 
Virginia Tech Carilion 
School of Medicine.

“Over the holiday 
weekend, heat-related ill-
nesses are preventable,” 
Lareau said. “It’s espe-
cially important to wear 
cool, breathable cloth-
ing and use adequate sun 
protection. Avoid exer-
cising during the hottest 
hours of the day. Early 
symptoms can include 
lightheadedness, cramps, 
headache or nausea. Stop 
the physical activity and 
move to a cooler place.  
Heat stroke, which is di-
agnosed by confusion or 
change in mental status, 
is a potentially deadly 

consequence of ignoring 
warning signs of heat re-
lated illness.

Water sports are very 
popular on hot days 
whether you spend time 
boating on a lake or 
floating down a river. 
Lareau suggests, "If you 
choose to recreate on 
the water make sure you 
wear a personal floata-
tion device. Alcohol use 
is a significant risk fac-
tor for drowning." She 
says, "If you have chil-
dren around water, make 
sure one adult is focused 
on watching them and 
isn't distracted by other 
tasks"

Research expert: Sea-
food prices are on the 
rise as demand contin-
ues to grow

Plan to include crab 
cakes, lobster rolls, or 
other seafood favorites 
on your 4th of July party 
menu? You might think 
again as U.S. retail prices 
and demand for seafood 
are on the rise, according 
to Virginia Tech research 
scientist Fernando Gon-
calves at the Virginia 
Seafood Agricultural 
Research and Extension 
Center.

“The seafood industry 
has been hit hard during 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, including labor avail-
ability to the seafood 
industry, loss of oppor-
tunities in sales for res-
taurants, seasonality of 

species, changes in con-
sumption habits, prefer-
ences, and market chan-
nels,” says Goncalves. 

According to the Vir-
ginia Marine Resources 
Commission (VMRC), 
the entity that regulates 
and controls commercial 
fisheries production and 
shellfish aquaculture, 
Virginia seafood produc-
tion has dropped almost 
90%, but the dockside 
value, in dollar figures, 
dropped around 43% 
compared to 2019.

Jonathan van Senten, 
from the Seafood Eco-
nomic Analysis and 
Marketing Research pro-
gram, explains that sea-
food prices are up largely 
in response to increased 
production costs and 
supply chain challenges.

“In some cases this is 
a function of supply and 
demand,” says van Sent-
en. “For example, where 
seasonal fisheries had re-
duced landings and now 
we have restaurants re-
opening and the demand 
for seafood picking up 
again.”

Follow safety guide-
lines in groups that 
my include those who 
haven’t been vaccinated

Before heading out 
this year to celebrate 
Independence Day with 
family and friends at 
barbeques, parades, and 
firework shows, Virginia 
Tech public health ex-

pert and epidemiologist 
Laura Hungerford says 
it’s important to fol-
low public health safety 
guidelines for vaccinated 
and others who may not 
be at both indoor and 
outdoor events.

“This is a great time 
to host a party, since so 
many great 4th of July 
traditions take place 
outside. In many areas 
of the country, trans-
mission and new cases 
have been dramatically 
decreased by vaccina-
tion,” says Hungerford. 
“Hopefully, everyone on 
your invite list who is 12 
or older has already been 
vaccinated. This protects 
them both from getting 
really sick and also from 
spreading it to others.” 

When it comes to at-
tending large public out-
door events like parades 
and firework shows, 
Hungerford says the 
more people who you are 
close to at an event, the 
higher the risk that you 
will be exposed to some-
one who is spreading the 
virus.

“Before COVID-19 
vaccines were widely 
available, large public 
events were all cancelled. 
Now, if you are vacci-
nated, the risk of severe 
disease is small, but if 
you are not, then this is 
a serious concern, even 
if the event is outdoors,” 
Hungerford says.

Radford’s Food City is joining the company’s support of Paralyzed Veterans of America with an in-store donation 
drive that begins today, June 30, and runs through July 27. 

Food City, Paralyzed Veterans of America, 
Richard Petty partner for fundraising campaign

Th anks to Food City, their 
generous customers, and 
long-time supporter Rich-
ard Petty, PVA can support 
more veterans and their 
families around the nation 
just like mine.”

During the fundraising 
campaign, Food City cus-
tomers can select $1, $3, 
and $5 donations at Food 
City checkouts, and their 
gift amount will be added 
to their order total.

“I am honored to sup-
port PVA and their part-
nership with Food City,” 
said Petty. “PVA has been 
around for a long time, 
empowering veterans 
through adaptive sports, 
fi ghting for greater ac-
cessibility, searching for a 
cure for paralysis, and so 
much more. Aligning my-

self with this important 
campaign is my way of not 
only relaying my gratitude 
to veterans for their service 
and sacrifi ce but also en-
couraging others to do the 
same.” 

“We are grateful to our 
hardworking staff  and loy-
al customers, said Steven 
C. Smith, Food City presi-
dent and chief executive 
offi  cer. “With their help, 
we raised over $560,000 
last year to help PVA fulfi ll 
its mission of empower-
ing America’s veterans to 
regain what they fought 
for: their freedom and in-
dependence. We look for-
ward to working alongside 
PVA and Richard Petty 
again this year and many 
more record-breaking 
years yet to come.”

Paralyzed Veterans of 
America, the nation’s only 
nonprofi t organization 
dedicated solely to sup-
porting veterans with spinal 
cord injuries, disorders, and 
diseases, today kicked off  
an annual checkout cam-
paign just days before the 
fourth of July holiday with 

long-time partners Food 
City and champion race-car 
driver Richard Petty.

Centered around cele-
brating PVA’s 75th anniver-
sary and helping America’s 
heroes, all donations made 
at Food City supermarkets 
will go directly to PVA to 
provide life-changing pro-

grams and services to sup-
port America’s veterans free 
of charge so that they can 
live full, productive lives af-
ter injury.

“2021 is a big year for 
PVA,” said U.S. Air Force 
veteran and national presi-
dent of Paralyzed Veterans 
of America David Zurfl uh. 

“In addition to celebrating 
our 75th year of supporting 
veterans, we are also kick-
ing off  our 11-year partner-
ship with Food City. Th at’s 
more than 4,000 days of 
working together to help 
veterans gain access to qual-
ity care, benefi ts, and career 
opportunities they deserve. 

Backyard grilling, picnic safety 
tips for Fourth of July weekend

As Americans observe 
July 4th traditions, Vir-
ginia Tech food safety 
expert Joell Eifert has 
advice for those grilling 
at backyard cookouts 
and for outdoor picnics.  
Even in this period of 
post-pandemic recovery, 
good handwashing before 
preparing, handling, and 
cooking food remains 
important for protection 
from foodborne illness 
during warm-weather 
months.

In addition, safe food 
handling when eating 
outdoors is critical.  

Wash Your Hands.
Food safety begins 

with proper hand clean-
ing including outdoor 
settings. Before you begin 
setting out your picnic 
feast, make sure hands 
and surfaces are clean. If 
you are outside and don’t 
have access to running 
water, simply use a water 
jug, some soap, and paper 
towels. Or consider using 

exposed to warm outdoor 
air temperatures.

Once at the picnic site, 

PIXABAY

moist disposable tow-
elettes for cleaning your 
hands.  

Pack and Transport 
Food Safely.

Keep cold food cold. 
Place cold food in a cool-
er with ice or frozen gel 
packs. Cold food should 
be stored at 40°F or be-
low to prevent bacte-
rial growth. Meat, poul-
try, and seafood may be 
packed while still frozen 
so that they stay colder 
longer. Coolers with 
white lids can cool bet-

ter than those with dark 
lids since the white lid 
reflects light and heat 
rather than absorbing it. 
Keep the cooler in the 
shade as much as pos-
sible.

Organize cooler con-
tents. 

Consider packing bev-
erages in one cooler and 
perishable food in an-
other.  That way, as pic-
nickers open and reopen 
the beverage cooler to re-
plenish their drinks, the 
perishable foods won’t be 

See Grilling, page 5
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OPINION

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Absence of diffi culty
 5. Preserve a dead body
11. Gratitude
14. The act of coming 
together again
15. More cushy
18. Visionaries
19. Fish-eating bird
21. Indicates near
23. NY Mets legend Tommie
24. Icelandic poems
28. Pop
29. Hammer is one
30. Senses of self-esteem
32. Trigraph
33. Not around
35. Electronic data processing
36. Driver’s licenses and 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

passports
39. Snakelike fi shes
41. Military fl yers
42. Raincoats
44. Type of community
46. Feature of worm’s 
anatomy
47. In the center
49. Laid back
52. Jewelled headdress
56. In slow tempo
58. __ Falls
60. Saying things again
62. Periods in history
63. Hyphen
CLUES DOWN
 1. Body part
 2. Mimics
 3. Expel or eject

 4. Sea eagle
 5. Subdivision of cenospecies
 6. Dialect of Chinese
 7. Mr. T’s character on “The 
A-Team”
 8. Consumed
 9. Chinese dynasty
10. NFL great Randy
12. Ireland
13. Palm trees
16. Fungal disease
17. Willis and Jerry are two
20. Affi rmative! 
22. Potato state
25. “The First State”
26. A way to develop
27. Associations
29. Woman (French)
31. Sunscreen rating

34. Brew
36. Mosque prayer leader
37. Indigo bush
38. Burn with a hot liquid
40. Jr.’s father
43. Scad genus
45. Morning
48. Length of a straight 
line (abbr.)
50. Double curve
51. Small thin bunch
53. Worn by exposure to 
the weather
54. Mars crater
55. Humanities
57. Of the ears
58. “To the __ degree”
59. Residue
61. It keeps you cool

Staff at the Animal Care and Adoption 
Center think Rocket may have been a 
Parkour champion in one of his previous 
lives. This boy is very athletic and quick 
moving. He’ll nuzzle your legs before 
you even realize he’s there. Rocket is a 
food-motivated feline. He would likely 
do best in a home without other cats or 
smaller children as he tends to protect 
his food. He is currently on a special 
diet and taking some medication to 
resolve a skin condition.

If there ever were a dog to live up to 
her name, it would be Happy. This gal 
is sweet and friendly. She loves to play 
with toy balls and even knows to “leave 
it” with her human when a round of fetch 
has ensued. She also knows other basic 
commands, such as “sit” and “down.” 
Happy is dog-selective, and, as a result, 
would require a meet-and-greet with any 
future doggie companions.

PETS-OF-THE-WEEK
Each Saturday the paper features pets from the Montgomery County Animal Care and 

Adoption Center (480 Cinnabar Road, Christiansburg). Th ose interested in adopting a pet 
can call 382-5795 or visit www.montgomerycountyva.gov/acac. Hours are 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Monday through Friday and 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. Walk-ins are welcome. 

Seven Virginia ABC-related laws go into eff ect Th ursday
Starting Thursday, July 

1, seven laws impacting the 
Virginia Alcoholic Beverage 
Control Authority (ABC), its 
licensees, and applicants for 
ABC licenses will take effect.

The Virginia General As-
sembly passed the following 
Virginia ABC-related legis-
lative proposals during the 
2021 session, and Governor 
Ralph Northam signed them 
into law.

Cocktails-To-Go Exten-
sion (HB1879 and SB1299) 

Both bills allow the contin-
uation of a practice first con-
ceived and initiated by ABC to 
allow restaurants to sell cock-
tails to go. During the height 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
when many restaurants were 
shuttered, ABC created a safe 
and secure way for restaurants 
to offer cocktails to go with 
a meal. The general assembly 
has now continued this prac-
tice in statute for one year. 
ABC is currently conducting 
a study, as requested by the 

general assembly, of cocktails-
to-go as this relates to public 
safety concerns. More than 40 
stakeholders are participating 
in the study.

ABC License Reform and 
Off-Premises Beer/Wine 
(HB1845) 

This bill extends the effec-
tive date of Virginia ABC’s 
major license reform legisla-
tion to Jan. 1, 2022. Addition-
ally, the bill allows on-premise 
wine and beer licensees to sell 
wine or beer for off-premise 
consumption and to allow 
those licensees to deliver wine 
and beer that the licensee is 
authorized to sell without a 
delivery permit.

Virtual Fundraising 
Events (HB1973)

This bill allows a nonprofit 
corporation or association 
conducting virtual fundrais-
ing events to exercise the priv-
ilege of the license during the 
virtual fundraising event, in-
cluding the sale and shipment 
of wine in closed containers.

Locality Notifi cation 
for Pending ABC Licenses 
(HB2131) 

Th is bill requires ABC to no-
tify the local chief administra-
tive offi  cer of a pending ABC 
license in their locality. Th e bill 
also amends certain provisions 
as to what constitutes “blight” 
for purposes of local action 
relative to activities at ABC-
licensed establishments.

Special Event Licenses 
(HB2266 and SB1471)

Both bills authorize ABC, 
after the adoption of a local 
ordinance, to increase the fre-
quency and duration of what 
are currently known as special 
event licenses. The new legis-
lation renames this license a 
“designated outdoor refresh-
ment area” license. The legis-
lation will allow localities to 
work with ABC to create con-
sumption areas in portions of 
the jurisdiction that are likely 
to be entertainment or walk-
ing districts. ABC licensees in 
the designated districts will 

be able to sell alcohol to pa-
trons who can consume the 
beverages outside the licensed 
establishment so long as they 
remain in the designated out-
door area, which could consist 
of several blocks.

Low Alcohol Beverages in 
ABC Retail Stores (SB1428)

Beginning Jan. 1, 2022, 
ABC will cease to sell low al-
cohol beverages in its retail 
stores unless they were manu-
factured by a Virginia distill-
er. Low alcohol beverages are 
spirits-based drinks consist-
ing of 7.5% or less alcohol by 
volume. ABC retail stores will 
market Virginia-based low 
alcohol beverages and those 
products over 7.5% alcohol by 
volume. Low alcohol bever-
ages are statutorily treated as 
wine for all purposes, and this 
change is consistent with the 
treatment of Virginia wines in 
ABC’s retail stores.

Enforcing Unlawful 
Games of Skill (HB2168 and 
SB1465) 

This bill makes it clear that 
a local county or city attor-
ney, a commonwealth’s attor-
ney, and the attorney general 
can enforce against unlawful 
games of skill. Beginning July 
1, 2021, games of skill will be 
unlawful in Virginia.

On June 30, 2021, Virgin-
ia’s state of emergency (Ex-
ecutive Order 51) brought 
on by the COVID-19 pan-
demic will come to an end. 
This will result in changes to 
many of the 16 ABC regula-
tory actions taken in 2020 to 
provide relief to licensees im-
pacted by the pandemic. Vir-
ginia ABC’s Bureau of Law 
Enforcement has provided 
updated guidance regarding 
procedural and regulatory 
matters to assist businesses 
with these transitions ef-
fective July 1. Licensees are 
encouraged to contact their 
ABC special agent directly or 
email enforcement@virgin-
iaabc.com if they have ques-
tions.

Adult Medicaid dental benefi t begins July 1 in Virginia
An estimated 750,000 

more Virginians will 
have access to dental 
providers and services 
thanks to a new adult 
Medicaid benefit begin-
ning July 1.

Lawmakers approved 
the funding in last year’s 
general assembly.

“The new adult Med-

icaid benefit is an impor-
tant step for connecting 
underserved Virginians 
with critical preventa-
tive, restorative, and sur-
gical dental care,” said 
Dr. Frank Iuorno, Jr., 
president of the Virginia 
Dental Association. “Ex-
panding access to oral 
healthcare is important 

for all Virginians. No 
person should have to go 
weeks or months in pain 
waiting for treatment. 
We’ve been working to 
educate our member 
dentists about how to 
participate and look for-
ward to providing qual-
ity care to new patients 
this year.”

Virginia currently of-
fers a comprehensive 
dental coverage benefit 
to children under 20 and 
pregnant women.

The new coverage in-
cludes preventative and 
diagnostic treatment 
such as X-rays and ex-
ams, and oral surgery 
and prosthodontics, 
which includes items 

like dentures.
"Oral health is 

health," said Secretary 
of Health and Human 
Resources Daniel Carey. 
"We know that the CO-
VID-19 pandemic has 
impacted all areas of 
health, including oral/
dental health. With this 
new benefit, Virginians 
will be able to receive 
the care they so rightly 
deserve. I am grateful to 
the dental community, 
the Virginia Dental As-
sociation, the General 
Assembly, and the De-
partment for Medical 
Assistance Services for 
all of their work to make 
this happen. Together, 
we can make Virginia 

the healthiest state in 
the nation."

Since 2000, the Vir-
ginia Dental Association 
Foundation (VDAF) has 
worked to increase ac-
cessibility to dental care 
through its Mission of 
Mercy (MOM) clinics. 
The clinics address oral 
health needs in under-
served communities and 
areas throughout Vir-
ginia by providing free 
dental care. VDAF pro-
grams serve an average 
of about 6,500 individu-
als annually.

“Helping more people 
in Virginia access den-
tal services is especially 
important this year with 
national reports point-

ing to the pandemic’s 
negative impact on oral 
health,” added Iuorno.

A Health Policy Insti-
tute survey released in the 
spring revealed that more 
than 70% of dentists na-
tionwide saw an increase 
of patients experienc-
ing teeth grinding and 
clenching, conditions of-
ten associated with stress. 
Th e survey also found 
that just more than 60% 
of dentists reported an 
increase in other stress-
related dental conditions, 
including chipped and 
cracked teeth and TMD 
( t emporomand ibu l a r 
joint disorder) symptoms 
such as headaches and 
jaw pain.

Virginia gas prices on the rise again; 
national average reaches record level

Virginia gas prices 
rose 0.4 cents per gallon 
in the past week, averag-
ing $2.93/g according to 
GasBuddy's daily survey 
of 4,081 stations in Vir-
ginia.

Gas prices in Virginia 
are 1.2 cents per gallon 
lower than a month ago 
and stand 94.3 cents per 
gallon higher than a year 
ago.

According to Gas-
Buddy price reports, the 
cheapest station in Vir-
ginia is priced at $2.64/g 

today while the most ex-
pensive is $3.49/g, a dif-
ference of 85.0 cents per 
gallon.

The national aver-
age price of gasoline has 
risen 2.5 cents per gal-
lon in the last week to 
an average of $3.09/g. 
The national average is 
up 4.7 cents per gallon 
from a month ago and 
stands 92.1 cents per 
gallon higher than a year 
ago.

"With oil's continued 
push higher, fueled by 
continued strong de-
mand globally and pro-
duction only slowly an-
swering, gasoline prices 

have had no choice but 
following the national 
average last week setting 
a new 2021 high," said 
Patrick De Haan, head 
of petroleum analysis for 
GasBuddy. "As we ap-
proach July 4, it appears 
the only way forward is 
for gas prices to contin-
ue their rise as Ameri-
cans’ insatiable demand 
for gasoline continues 
to be the catalyst for the 
rise in price. With hur-
ricane season soon com-
ing into its prime, we 
have plenty of catalysts 
for a rise in price, and 
few that could restrain 
the situation. Motorists 

should prepare to dig 
deeper for the second 
half of the summer, un-
fortunately."

GasBuddy is the au-
thoritative voice for 
gas prices and the only 
source for station-level 
data spanning nearly 
two decades. GasBud-
dy's survey updates 288 
times every day from 
the most diverse list of 
sources covering nearly 
150,000 stations nation-
wide, the most compre-
hensive and up-to-date 
in the country. GasBud-
dy data is accessible at 
http://FuelInsights.Gas-
Buddy.com.
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2020 Community Foundation Responsive Grant Program recipient

NRV Community 
Foundation accepting 
2021 grant applications

Th e Community Foundation of the 
New River Valley is accepting applica-
tions for its 2021 Responsive Grant Pro-
gram through Friday, July 23, at 5 p.m.

Th is program responds to ongoing 
and emergent community needs as rec-
ognized by the area nonprofi ts serving 
those needs directly. Th e 2021 Respon-

sive Grant Program will off er only gen-
eral operating support grants of up to 
$4,000 to be used at the grantee’s dis-
cretion.

Any registered 501c(3) organization 
serving the NRV or a unit of local gov-
ernment, such as a school or a library, 
may apply. 

Grilling from page 3

limit the number of times the 
cooler is opened as much as 
you can.  This helps to keep 
the contents cold longer.

Don’t cross-contaminate. 
Be sure to keep raw meat, 
poultry, and seafood securely 
wrapped and separated from 
other foods. This keeps their 
juices from contaminating 
prepared/cooked foods or 
foods that will be eaten raw, 
such as fruits and vegetables.

Clean your produce.
Rinse fresh fruits and veg-

etables under running tap wa-
ter before packing them in the 
cooler including those with 
skins and rinds that are not 
eaten. Rub firm-skinned fruits 
and vegetables under running 
tap water or scrub them with 
a clean vegetable brush while 
rinsing with running tap wa-
ter. Dry fruits and vegetables 

with a clean cloth towel or pa-
per towel before packing.

Follow Safe Grilling Tips.
Grilling and picnicking of-

ten go hand-in-hand. And just 
as with cooking indoors, there 
are important guidelines that 
should be followed to ensure 
that your grilled food reaches 
the table safely.

Marinate safely.  Marinate 
foods in the refrigerator, never 
on the kitchen counter or out-
doors. In addition, if you plan 
to use some of the marinade 
as a sauce on the cooked food, 
reserve a portion separately 
before adding the raw meat, 
poultry, or seafood.  Don’t re-
use marinade that has touched 
raw meat or poultry.

Cook food thoroughly.
When it’s time to cook the 

food, have your food thermom-
eter ready. Always use it to be 

sure your food is cooked thor-
oughly. Th at means grilling the 
following foods to achieve the 
recommended internal tem-
peratures: whole steaks, roasts, 
pork and fi sh: 145°F; ground 
meat: 160°F; poultry (ground 
or whole): 165°F.

Grilled food can be kept 
hot until served by moving it 
to the side of the grill rack, 
just away from the coals. This 
keeps it hot but prevents over-
cooking.

Don't reuse platters or 
utensils that held raw meat, 
poultry, or seafood for serving 
unless they have been washed 
first in hot, soapy water.  Us-
ing the same platter or utensils 
that previously held raw meat, 
poultry, or seafood allows bac-
teria from the raw food’s juices 
to spread to the cooked food. 
Instead, have a clean platter 

and utensils ready at grill-side 
to serve your food.

Keep picnic food at the 
proper cold and hot temper-
atures.

Keeping food at proper 
temperatures - indoor and 
out - is critical in preventing 
the growth of foodborne bac-
teria. The key is to never let 
your picnic food remain in the 
"Danger Zone," between 40° 
F and 140° F, for more than 
two hours, or one hour if out-
door temperatures are above 
90° F. This is when bacteria in 
food can multiply rapidly and 
lead to foodborne illness.

Cold perishable food should 
be kept in the cooler at 40° F 
or below until serving time. 

Once you've served it, it 
should not sit out for longer 
than two hours, or one hour 
if the outdoor temperature is 

above 90° F. 
Cold foods like chicken sal-

ad and desserts in individual 
serving dishes can be placed 
directly on ice on your pic-
nic table, or in a shallow con-
tainer set in a deep pan filled 
with ice.  Drain off water as 
ice melts and replace ice fre-
quently.

Hot food should be kept 
hot, at or above 140° F. Wrap 
it well and place it in an insu-
lated container until serving.  
Just as with cold food, these 
foods should not sit out for 
more than two hours, or one 
hour in temperatures above 
90° F. If food is left out longer, 
throw it away to be safe.

Joell Eifert is director of the 
food innovations program in 
the Department of Food Sci-
ence and Technology at Virginia 
Tech.

demic has taken a toll on this 
beloved sport, and I’m proud 
to introduce this biparti-
san legislation to help minor 
league baseball teams through 
this economic crisis.”

Nine Virginia minor league 
baseball teams are eligible for 
financial relief under the Mi-
nor League Baseball Relief Act: 
the Fredericksburg Nation-
als (formerly Potomac), the 
Norfolk Tides, the Richmond 

Flying Squirrels, the Lynch-
burg Hillcats, the Danville 
Otterbots (formerly Braves), 
the Pulaski River Turtles (for-
merly Yankees), the Salem 
Red Sox, the Bluefield Ridge 
Runners (formerly Blue Jays), 
and the Bristol State Liners 
(formerly Pirates).

The Minor League Baseball 
Relief Act is modeled after the 
successful Shuttered Venue 
Operator Grants (SVOG) 

program, which provided 
needed assistance to venues 
like theatres, museums, or 
concert halls that were forced 
to shut due to necessary CO-
VID-19 safety measures.

Specifically, the act would 
repurpose up to $550 million 
in COVID-19 relief funding 
for an emergency grant pro-
gram to be administered by 
the Small Business Admin-
istration (SBA) that would 

otherwise be returned to the 
U.S. Treasury; provide eligible 
clubs grants up to a maximum 
of $10 million with allowable 
expenses including payroll 
costs, regular business expens-
es (e.g., rent, utilities), worker 
protection expenditures, and 
payments made to indepen-
dent contractors; provide an 
opportunity for a second grant 
at 50 percent of the first if a 
club’s revenue does not recov-

er and does not significantly 
exceed its 2019 total; and 
require strict oversight from 
SBA through documentation, 
review of use, and an audit on 
grant funding. This provision 
applies to any minor league 
baseball team previously part 
of the National Association of 
Professional Baseball Leagues 
but not to any club that is ma-
jority-owned by Major League 
Baseball.

Baseball from page 1

Part of a 12-story condominium that collapsed early Thursday morning in Miami-Dade County, Florida. Photo 
courtesy of the Miami-Dade Fire Rescue Department.

VT professor: ‘Too early to tell’ 
what caused condominium collapse

An expert in forensic 
structural engineering says 
it’s “pure speculation” at this 
point to guess what might 
have led to the partial col-
lapse Th ursday morning of 
a 12-story condominium 
complex in Miami-Dade 
County, Florida.

“It is entirely too early to 
tell what happened,” says 
Roberto Leon, the D.H. 
Burrows Professor of Con-
struction Engineering in 
Th e Charles Edward Via, 
Jr., Department of Civil 
and Environmental Engi-
neering at Virginia Tech. 
“Th is is going to require 
quite a bit of investigation, 
and in the end, we might 
not come to a complete 
understanding of what 
happened here.”

Leon studies structural 
failures and has experience 
investigating structural col-
lapses.

“By itself you can’t begin 
to draw any conclusions 
from a video,” he said. “We 
have all of these surveillance 
cameras now, so we get to 
see what happened. But it 
takes very careful examina-
tion of these videos — al-
most on a pixel-by-pixel 
basis — to determine the 
collapse initiation. What 
you can see in the video and 
what a careful analysis of the 
video might show later on 
are entirely diff erent things. 
So, it is useful, but we’re not 
going to establish the cause 

of the collapse based on a 
video alone.”

About the building’s de-
sign and its 1981 construc-
tion, Leon said, “It was 
probably designed to the 
standards of the time. But 
our standards have changed 
quite drastically over the 
last 40 years or so. With the 
benefi t of modern comput-
er analysis, there could be 
some design issues that we 
see today that weren’t clear 
then.”

About the way the build-
ing partially collapsed, the 
professor said. “Th e kind of 
remnants that you have in 
this pancake type collapse 
unfortunately destroy a lot 
of the evidence. Th e col-
umns and walls — all the 
vertical elements that sta-
bilize a structure — appear 
to have been damaged or 
destroyed. Th e lack of in-
tact structural elements will 
likely aff ect the pace of the 
investigation.”

Roberto Leon is the D.H. 
Burrows Professor of Con-
struction Engineering in Th e 
Charles Edward Via, Jr., De-
partment of Civil and Envi-
ronmental Engineering at 
Virginia Tech. His expertise 
includes forensic structural 
engineering, reinforced con-
crete structures, and behav-
ior and design of building 
material. He has experience 
investigating the causes of 
structural collapses.
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS

26.7 acres of open development land in the Town of Blacksburg VA. Within 
walking distance to downtown Blacksburg & VA Tech. Property has ideal 
topography for development with 1,365 +/- ft of road frontage on Harding 
Road. Town water & sewer at site and readily available along with Natural 
Gas & Gigabit Internet Connectivity. Property is gently sloping and allows 
for potentially unblocked mountain views from every lot. Property is equally 
suited for Single or Multi-Family Development, Student Housing, 55+ Active 
Adult or Retirement Community and/or Private Estate.
 
There is extensive local & regional public transportation network 
(Blacksburg Transit) & Smart Way Commuter Bus with direct links to Airport, 
& Northern VA. Newly approved rail service and Amtrak Station scheduled 
for 2024.  Existing Bus Stop within 100 ft of property.  Walkable Community 
to all convenient amenities. 
 
Download Bidder Pack for Maps, Terms, Zoning, Sample Purchase Contract, 
sample development plan. Sample Development is not approved & is shown 
only for illustration purposes of what might possibly be accomplished. 
Bidders are expected to do their own research and due diligence for their 
own ideas for intended use approval and feasibility. 

Terms – Bidding opens on August 26th. 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high 
bid to arrive at contract price. Buyers are expected to complete due diligence prior to 
bidding. Earnest Money Deposit of $150,000 required on day of sale. Close in 60 Days. 
Subject to seller confirmation.  Property sold as is where is any and all faults. Auction 
starts ending at 4 PM on September 9th 2021. Please note that during the last two min-
utes of bidding, if a new bid is placed, the clock is automatically extended an additional 
two minutes.

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
Commercial Development Opportunity in Blacksburg VA

 26.7 Acres on Harding Rd, Blacksburg VA 24060

Bidding Opens Aug. 26th & Ends Sept. 9th at 4 PM
Go to VaAuctionPro.com

102 S. Locust Street, 
Floyd, VA  24091
(540) 745-2005

VaAuctionPro.com
Lic# 2907004059

Contact – Broker & Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at 
540-239-2585 or email gallimore.matt@gmail.com

Virginia Department of Transportation road watch
Th e following is a list of 

forecasted highway projects 
that may impact traffi  c trav-
eling in the 12-county Salem 
Transportation District this 
week. Work schedules and 
construction project time-
lines are always subject to 
change and weather depen-
dent. Th e Salem District cov-
ers Bedford, Botetourt, Car-
roll, Craig, Floyd, Franklin, 
Giles, Henry, Montgomery, 
Patrick, Pulaski, and Roa-
noke counties.

FOURTH OF JULY 
HOLIDAY

Th e Virginia Department 
of Transportation (VDOT) 
will suspend many highway 
work zones and lift most lane 
closures on interstates and 
other major roads in Virginia 
from noon on Friday, July 2, 
until noon on Tuesday, July 
6.

M O N T G O M E R Y 
COUNTY

I-81 NORTHBOUND 
AT EXIT 105 NEW RIV-
ER BRIDGE REPLACE-
MENT IN MONTGOM-
ERY COUNTY – Lane and 
shoulder closures may be in 
place near exit 105. Lane clo-
sure may be in eff ect during 
the week from 8 p.m. to 7 
a.m. Shoulder closures may 
be in eff ect at any time dur-
ing the week. Slow rolls may 
be performed on I-81 in the 
north and southbound lanes 
from mile marker 104 to 
106 from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. 
Speed limit is reduced to 60 
miles per hour in the work 
zone. Shoulder closures will 
remain in place though the 
duration of the project. Proj-
ect completion is estimated 
by June 2022.

Alternating lane closures 
will be in place southbound 
between mile marker 105-
104 from 9 p.m. on Mon-
day, June 28, through 5 a.m. 
on Tuesday, June 29 and if 
needed, on Tuesday, June 29, 
through 5 a.m. on Wednes-
day, June 30.

SLOW ROLLS: Slow 
rolls may be utilized peri-
odically on both the north-
bound and southbound 
lanes from mile marker 98-
109 for structural steel deliv-
eries and setting beams.

I-81 BRIDGE RE-
PLACEMENT AT EXIT 
114 IN MONTGOMERY 
COUNTY – Th e bridge re-
placement of the two Inter-

state 81 bridges over Route 
8, northbound and south-
bound, is underway. Drivers 
can expect alternating lane 
and shoulder closures, north-
bound and southbound, 
from mile marker 114 to 
115. Exit 114 ramp shoulder 
closures will be ongoing from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Speed limit 
is reduced to 60 mph in the 
work zone.  Route 8 will have 
alternating northbound and 
southbound shoulder and 
lane closures, day or night, as 
needed between the I-81 on 
and off  ramps. A temporary 
traffi  c signal will direct traffi  c 
on Route 8 throughout the 
duration of the project. Ac-
cess to all properties will be 
maintained during construc-
tion. Estimated completion 
is summer 2021.

Nighttime lane closures 
may be in place periodically 
on I-81 southbound from 9 
p.m. to 6 a.m. the following 
morning.

DMV Notice: Th e bridge 
on I-81 northbound at mile 
marker 114 currently has 
a restricted width for wide 
loads of 26 feet or larger.

ROUTE 669 CLO-
SURE - Route 669 (Fairview 
Church Road) is closed for a 
low water slab replacement 
between Route 606 (Sidney 
Church Road) and Route 
670 (Dairy Road) through 
Wednesday, Aug. 11. De-
tours will be in place and 
signs will be posted to assist 
drivers in the area.

ROUTE 11 BRIDGE 
DECK REPLACEMENT 
- Work is underway on 
Route 11 southbound to 
replace the bridge deck over 
the Norfolk Southern Rail-
road. Th e bridge is located 
.4 miles north of the inter-
section with Route 748 (Big 
Spring Drive) and .4 mile 
south of the intersection 
with Route 603 (North Fork 
Road).  Th e left lane of both 
Route 11 north and south is 
closed with a detour in place 
until the completion of the 
project.  Once in place, the 
detour will re-route Route 
11 south traffi  c through the 
left lane of Route 11 north, 
limiting each direction to 
a single lane. Th e expected 
completion date is Novem-
ber 2021.

TRAFFIC SWITCH: A 
new traffi  c pattern is in place 
detouring Route 11 south-
bound traffi  c through the 
left lane of Route 11 north-

bound between the intersec-
tions above, limiting each 
direction to a single lane. 

ROUTE 636 BRIDGE 
REPLACEMENT AT 
SENECA HOLLOW - 
Work has begun replacing 
the bridge on Route 636 
over the Roanoke River at 
Seneca Hollow. Beginning 
August 3, a road closure will 
be in place from Echo Hills 
Road to .36 mile south of 
Route 460. A detour will 
be in place. Th e detour will 
restrict access to Route 460 
at Seneca Hollow and will 
require travelers to enter/
exit Route 460 at Friendship 
Road near Wheeling Hol-
low. Th e project is expected 
to be completed in the Fall of 
2021.

40th Annual Shawsville 
5K Race – Beginning at 8 
a.m. on July 3, 2021, the 
40th Annual Shawsville 5K 
Race will take place. Th e 
course will start near the 
Shawsville Middle School 
and proceed west along Old-
town Road. At the intersec-
tion with Route 460, the 
runners will swing left and 
run along the shoulder of 
460 until they reach BB&T 
Bank where they will again 
turn left onto Stewart Lane.  
At the top of the hill, the 
runners will return to Old-
town Road and fi nish the 
race just past the school.

ROUTE 685 TURN 
LANE CONSTRUC-
TION – Contractors are 
constructing several turn 
lane and road improvements 
on Route 685 (Prices Fork 
Road) between Route 1145 
(Stratford View Drive) and 
Route 654 (Brooksfi eld 
Road).  Motorists should ex-
pect daily shoulder closures 
with intermittent lane clo-
sures controlled by fl agging 
forces. Current work hours 
are 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., but are 
subject to change as con-
struction progresses. Work 
is expected to last through 
Summer 2021.

UTILITY WORK ON 
ROUTE 460 - MMI will 
be installing fi ber optic along 
Route 460 from the Giles 
County line to the Floyd 
County line. Th is work 
will be ongoing. Motorists 
should expect shoulders and/
or lane closures for travel in 
both directions.

VARIOUS ROADS 
FOR UTILITY WORK 
- Utility crews will be work-

ing on overhead lines along 
a general corridor alignment 
following Route 114 (Peppers 
Ferry), Route 460 Business 
(Franklin Street) and Route 
11/460 (Roanoke Road).  
Th e work zone will span 
from the Pulaski/Montgom-
ery county line to the Mont-
gomery/Roanoke county 
line.  In addition, various 
side roads will be impacted 
by intermittent closures for 
crossings.  Motorists should 
expect shoulder closures and 
lane closures for travel in both 
directions.  Intermittent full 
closures of the roads will be 
required for periods lasting 
no longer than 15 minutes.  
Work hours are scheduled for 
9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. daily.  Ad-
vance warning for weekend 
work involving closures of 
primary highways on week-
end mornings from 6 a.m. to 
10 a.m. will be provided via 
message boards once sched-
uled.  Work is scheduled to 
last until Fall 2021.

INTERSTATE 81
INTERSTATE 81 SAFE-

TY IMPROVEMENTS 
AT S-CURVES IN BO-
TETOURT COUNTY 
- A project to improve the 
S-curves along southbound 
I-81 in Botetourt County 
between mile markers 167.4 
and 169.5 is underway. Th is 
project will enhance safety 
and improve vehicle trac-
tion. Work includes repav-
ing the travel lanes, apply-
ing new pavement markers 
and installing underground 
pavement drains. Nighttime 
lane closures will be in place 
and the speed limit will be 
reduced to 60 mph in the 
work zone. Th is project also 
includes permanently clos-
ing and removing the south-
bound off  ramp at exit 167 
(Buchanan) to reduce speed 
diff erentials, confl ict points 
and lane changes associated 
with exiting vehicles. Th e es-
timated completion date is 
Summer 2021. 

INTERSTATE 81 
LANE WIDENING CON-
STRUCTION EXIT 141 
TO EXIT 143 – A project 
to widen the lanes on I-81 
in Roanoke in both north-
bound and southbound di-
rections between Exit 141 to 
Exit 143 has begun. Work 
will continue to be conduct-
ed within the median and 
shoulder within the barrier 
walls. Sound wall installation 
is underway. Weekday and 
weekend lane and shoulder 
closures may be in place. A 
left lane closure will be in 
place on I-81 northbound 
or southbound during night-
time hours from 8 p.m. to 6 
a.m. while equipment and 
materials are brought into 
and out of the median. Esti-
mated completion date of the 
project is Summer 2022.

I-81 PAVING OPERA-
TIONS – Weather permit-
ting, crews will pave, patch 
and repair pavement on 
various routes.  Lane closures 
may be in place during night-
time hours, 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. 
the following morning. Driv-
ers should watch for signs and 
expect possible delays.

Botetourt County: Mill-
ing and paving will take place 
on I-81 northbound between 
mile marker 171.5 in Bote-
tourt County to the Rock-
bridge County Line between 
the hours of 9 p.m. and 6 
a.m., Sunday night through 
Friday morning.

I-81 BRIDGE DECK 
REPAIRS – Weather permit-
ting, crews will repair bridge 
decks on Interstate 81. Be-
tween mile markers 141 and 
143, right and left lane clo-
sures will be in place north-
bound and southbound dur-
ing nighttime hours, 9 p.m. 
to 6 a.m. the following morn-
ing. Drivers should watch 
for signs and expect possible 
delays.

I-81 POTHOLE 
PATCHING OPERA-

TIONS – Weather permit-
ting, crews will patch pot-
holes along southbound and 
northbound Interstate 81. 
Mobile right and left lane 
closures will be in place and 
moving along northbound 
and southbound lanes dur-
ing nighttime hours, 9 p.m. 
to 6 a.m. the following 
morning. Drivers should 
watch for moving vehicles 
and equipment. Expect pos-
sible delays.

INTERSTATE 581
I-581/220 EXPRESS-

WAY PAVING OPERA-
TIONS – Weather permit-
ting, crews will pave, patch 
and repair pavement on 
various routes.  Lane clo-
sures may be in place during 
nighttime hours, 9 p.m. to 
6 a.m. the following morn-
ing. Drivers should watch 
for signs and expect possible 
delays.

ROUTE 581 BRIDGE 
WORK OVER WIL-
LIAMSON ROAD – Work 
is underway to rehab the 
bridge on I-581 that crosses 
over Route 11 (Williamson 
Road) in Downtown Roa-
noke. On Route 11 (Wil-
liamson Road) drivers can 
expect intermittent and alter-
nating lane closures between 
the intersections with Ruth-
erford Avenue and Wells Av-
enue. Any impacts to I-581 
will be minimal. Th e project 
is expected to be complete at 
the end of 2021.

I-581 BRIDGE REPAIR 
AND MAINTENANCE – 
Weather permitting, crews 
will repair bridge decks on 
Interstate 581 between exit 
6 and exit 4W and exit 3C 
to exit 6, northbound and 
southbound. Right, center 
and left lane closures may 
be in place northbound and 
southbound during night-
time hours, 7 p.m. to 6 a.m. 
the following morning. Sin-
gle lane closures may be in 
place during daytime hours, 
5 a.m. to 8 p.m. Drivers 
should watch for signs and 
expect possible delays. Es-
timated completion date is 
July 2021.

I-581/220 LANE & 
RAMP CLOSURES FOR 
PAVING AND MAINTE-
NANCE OPERATIONS 
IN ROANOKE COUN-
TY– Weather permitting, 
crews will be milling and 
paving along Interstate 81. 
Right and left lane closures 
will be in place along north-
bound and southbound 
lanes during nighttime 
hours. Drivers should expect 
possible delays.

I-581 BRIDGE DECK 
REPAIRS – Weather per-
mitting, crews will repair 
bridge decks on Interstate 
581. Right, center and left 
lane closures will be in place 
northbound and south-
bound during nighttime 
hours, 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. the 
following morning. Drivers 
should watch for signs and 
expect possible delays.

INTERSTATE 77 
(CARROLL COUNTY)

I-77 PAVING OPERA-
TIONS – Weather permit-
ting, crews will be perform-
ing paving operations along 
Interstate 77 between mile 
marker 24 and 0.  Right and 
left lane closures may be in 
place along northbound and 
southbound lanes during 
nighttime hours, 7 p.m. to 
7 a.m. Drivers should watch 
for moving vehicles and 
equipment. Expect possible 
delays.

I-77 BRIDGE DECK 
REPAIRS – Weather per-
mitting, crews will repair 
bridge decks on Interstate 
77.  Right and left lane 
closures may be in place 
northbound or southbound 
during nighttime hours, 9 
p.m. to 5 a.m. the follow-
ing morning. Drivers should 
watch for signs and expect 
possible delays.

I-77 LANE & RAMP 
CLOSURES FOR MAIN-
TENANCE OPERA-
TIONS IN CARROLL 
COUNTY– Weather per-
mitting, crews will be mill-
ing, paving and performing 
maintenance along Interstate 
77. Right and left lane clo-
sures will be in place along 
northbound and south-
bound lanes during night-
time hours. Drivers should 

expect possible delays.
BRUSH REMOVAL & 

SHOULDER WORK – 
Weather permitting, crews 
will remove and clear brush 
and work on shoulders and 
slopes along I-77 north-
bound and southbound 
from mile marker 17 to 14 
during nighttime hours, 7 
p.m. to 7 a.m. the following 
morning. A left lane closure 
will be in place. 

ROANOKE CITY
ROUTE 460 (ORANGE 

AVENUE) INTERSEC-
TION IMPROVEMENTS 
– Intersection improvements 
on Orange Avenue and Hol-
lins Road are underway. 
Turn lanes will be extended 
on Orange Avenue and the 
traffi  c signal will be replaced 
at the intersection. Hollins 
Road will be widened from 
Orange Avenue to McDow-
ell Avenue. Flaggers will be 
in place to direct traffi  c at 
the intersection of Orange 
and Hollins during daytime 
hours, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Es-
timated completion is Octo-
ber 2021.

TRAFFIC SWITCH: 
During nighttime hours of 
8 p.m. to 6 a.m. the follow-
ing morning, the travel lanes 
of eastbound Route 460 
(Orange Avenue) will be re-
surfaced at the intersection 
of Hollins Road, east of the 
intersection with Kimball 
Avenue and west of the inter-
section of 11th Street.  Driv-
ers should expect various lane 
closures in the area during 
this time. Once the resurfac-
ing of eastbound Route 460 
is completed, the left lane of 
eastbound Route 460 and 
the left lane of westbound 
Route 460 will both be 
closed for the reconstruction 
of the median and the turn 
lanes along Hollins Road. 

ROANOKE COUNTY
ROUTE 649 (Dry Hol-

low Road) CLOSURE – 
Weather permitting, from 
Monday, July 12 through 
Wednesday, July 14, Route 
649 (Dry Hollow Road) will 
be closed during nighttime 
hours, 9 p.m. to 4 a.m. for 
geotechnical testing. During 
this investigation, equip-
ment must be placed in the 
roadway such that there may 
not be adequate room for ve-
hicles to pass. Th erefore, the 
roadway will be closed dur-
ing the investigative activities 
but there will be pedestrian 
access through the work area.  
Th e anticipated work area 
and roadway closure is with-
in the vicinity of the Norfolk 
Southern Railroad overpass 
on Dry Hollow Road near 
the intersection of West Riv-
er Road.

ROUTE 11 & ROUTE 
117 INTERSECTION: 
Pedestrian Improvements - 
Construction has begun on 
a pedestrian improvement 
project on Route 11 (Wil-
liamson Road). Work will 
take place .45 miles south of 
the intersection with Route 
117 (Peters Creek Road) 
and will end at the intersec-
tion. Th e majority of the 
construction, phase one and 
two, will take place during 
daytime hours, 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m., Monday through Fri-
day. Th e southbound lane 
of Williamson Road will 
be closed and traffi  c will be 
shifted into the center turn 
lane. Th e northbound lane 
will remain open. In addi-
tion, left turns will not be 
permitted into entrances 
from both southbound and 
northbound lanes within 
the work zone on William-
son Road. Th is pattern will 
remain in place through the 
fi rst two phases of the proj-
ect. During the third phase 
of the project, work will be 
performed with lane closures 
in place during night hours 
only, 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. the 
following morning. Shoul-
der closures will be in place 
throughout the project with 
message boards to alert driv-
ers. Expected to be complet-
ed in December 2021. 

TRAFFIC SHIFT: 
Southbound traffi  c within 
the work zone on William-
son Road., south of the in-
tersection with Peters Creek 
Road, will be shifted through 
the center lane during the 
hours of 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on 
weekdays.



News Messenger • Wednesday, June 30, 2021 • Page 7www.ourvalley.org

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC OF AN APPLICATION BY 
ATMOS ENERGY CORPORATION 

FOR APPROVAL OF 
A 2021 SAVE RIDER PROJECTED FACTOR

AND TRUE-UP FACTOR
CASE NO. PUR-2021-00121

 On June 1, 2021, Atmos Energy Corporation (“Atmos” or “Company”) filed an 
application (“Application”) with the State Corporation Commission (“Commission”), for 
approval of a revised Infrastructure Replacement Current Rate (“Projected Factor”) in addition 
to an Infrastructure Replacement Reconciliation Rate (“True-up Factor”) under the Company’s 
Commission-approved Steps to Advance Virginia’s Energy Plan (“SAVE Plan”).  The Company 
filed this Application in accordance with the Commission’s August 21, 2020 Order Approving 
SAVE Rider Projected Factor and True-Up Factor in Case No. PUR-2020-00107.
 
 The Company’s total proposed SAVE Plan investment for fiscal year 2022 is 
approximately $4,149,889.  Based on the proposed SAVE investment for fiscal year 2022, Atmos 
requests a Projected Factor revenue requirement of $738,222.  A proposed True-Up Factor 
credit of $5,183 reduces the overall 2021 SAVE Factor Revenue Requirement to $733,039.  The 
Company proposes that the SAVE Rider rate become effective with the first billing cycle in 
October 2021.  As proposed, the combined 2021 SAVE Rider Rate for residential customers will 
be $0.90 per month, an increase of $0.41 over the current rate of $0.49 for such customers. 

 Further details are set forth in the Company’s Application and supporting exhibits, 
and interested persons are encouraged to review these documents.  While the total revenue 
requirement that may be approved by the Commission is limited to the amount produced by 
the Company’s proposed rates, TAKE NOTICE that the Commission may approve revenues, 
and adopt rates, fees, charges, tariff revisions, and terms and conditions of service that differ 
from those appearing in the Application and supporting documents and may apportion revenues 
among customer classes and/or design rates in a manner differing from that shown in the 
Application and supporting documents.

 The Commission entered an Order for Notice and Comment that, among other 
things, directed the Company to provide notice to the public and provided interested persons an 
opportunity to comment on the Company’s Application.

 The Commission has taken judicial notice of the ongoing public health emergency 
related to the spread of the coronavirus, or COVID-19, and the declarations of emergency 
issued at both the state and federal levels.  In accordance therewith, all pleadings, briefs, or other 
documents required to be served in this matter should be submitted electronically to the extent 
authorized by 5 VAC 5-20-150, Copies and format, of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and 
Procedure (“Rules of Practice”).  Confidential and Extraordinarily Sensitive Information shall not 
be submitted electronically and should comply with 5 VAC 5-20-170, Confidential information, 
of the Rules of Practice.  For the duration of the COVID-19 emergency, any person seeking to 
hand deliver and physically file or submit any pleading or other document shall contact the 
Clerk’s Office Document Control Center at (804) 371-9838 to arrange the delivery.  

 Pursuant to 5 VAC 5-20-140, Filing and service, of the Rules of Practice, the 
Commission has directed that service on parties and the Commission’s Staff in this matter 
shall be accomplished by electronic means.  Please refer to the Commission’s Order for Notice 
and Comment for further instructions concerning Confidential or Extraordinarily Sensitive 
Information.

 An electronic copy of the Company’s Application may be obtained by submitting a 
written request to counsel for the Company, Timothy E. Biller, Esquire, Hunton Andrews Kurth, 
LLP, 951 East Byrd Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219, or tbiller@huntonAK.com.  

 On or before July 23, 2021, any interested person may file comments on the 
Application by following the instructions found on the Commission’s website: scc.virginia.gov/
casecomments/Submit-Public-Comments or by filing such comments with the Clerk of the 
Commission, c/o Document Control Center, P.O. Box 2118, Richmond, Virginia 23218-2118.  
All comments shall refer to Case No. PUR-2021-00121.

 On or before July 23, 2021, any interested person or entity may participate as a 
respondent in this proceeding by filing, with the Clerk of the Commission, at the address set 
forth above or at scc.virginia.gov/clk/efiling/, a notice of participation in accordance with the 
Commission’s Rules of Practice.  Such notice of participation shall include the email addresses of 
such parties or their counsel.  The respondent simultaneously shall serve a copy of the notice of 
participation on counsel to the Company.  Pursuant to Rule 5 VAC 5-20-80 B, Participation as a 
respondent, of the Commission’s Rules of Practice, any notice of participation shall set forth:  (i) a 
precise statement of the interest of the respondent; (ii) a statement of the specific action sought 
to the extent then known; and (iii) the factual and legal basis for the action.  Any organization, 
corporation, or government body participating as a respondent must be represented by counsel 
as required by Rule 5 VAC 52030, Counsel, of the Rules of Practice.  All filings shall refer to 
Case No. PUR-2021-00121.  For additional information about participation as a respondent, any 
person or entity should obtain a copy of the Commission’s Order for Notice and Comment.

 On or before July 23, 2021 any interested person or entity may file, with the Clerk of 
the Commission, at the address set forth above or at scc.virginia.gov/clk/efiling/, a request that 
the Commission convene a hearing on the Company’s Application.  Requests for hearing must 
include the email address of the filer or its counsel along with:  (i) a precise statement of the filing 
party’s interest in the proceeding; (ii) a statement of the specific action sought to the extent then 
known; (iii) a statement of the legal basis for such action; and (iv) a precise statement why the 
issues raised in the request for hearing cannot be addressed adequately without a hearing.  All 
such filings shall refer to Case No. PUR-2021-00121, and copies thereof simultaneously shall be 
served on counsel for the Company.

 The public version of the Company’s Application, the Commission’s Rules of Practice, 
and the Commission’s Order for Notice and Comment may be viewed at  scc.virginia.gov/pages/
Case-Information.

ATMOS ENERGY CORPORATION

LEGAL NOTICE

OBITUARIES
Asbury, 

Michael Anthony “Tony”
Michael Anthony 

“Tony” Asbury, 59, of 
Elliston, Va. died peace-
fully Tuesday night, June 
22, 2021, at LewisGale 
Medical Center in Salem.

Born March 23, 1962, 
Tony was the son of the 
late Raymond Eugene 
Asbury and Shirley Rich-
ardson Asbury. He was 
a graduate of Princeton 
High School and the Lit-
tle French Beauty Acad-
emy. He was of the Christian faith.

All of his life, Tony worked in help-
ing professions where he served and 
cared about people: first, at group 
homes where he worked with the men-
tally handicapped and disabled; then 
a Catawba State Hospital in Catawba, 
Va., before finishing his career with 
the Good Samaritan Hospice of the 
New River Valley.

Tony enjoyed cooking, traveling, 
and being with family and friends. He 
loved his many pets over the years.

He was preceded in death by his par-
ents and his two brothers, Dana Scott 
Asbury and Timothy Eugene Asbury.

Left to cherish his memory is his 
wife of 30 years, Janice Asbury of the 
home; stepsons Matt Carter of the 
home and Mark Carter of Bluefield, 

W.Va.; granddaughter 
Hannah Carter of Blue-
field,  W.Va.; nephews 
Chris Asbury of Chris-
tiansburg, John Asbury 
of Radford, and Josh 
Asbury of Princeton, 
W.Va.; brother-in-laws 
Ivan Marshall of Elliston 
and Kenneth Widener of 
Bluefield; sister-in-law Jo 
Ann Henry and husband 
Claude of Botetourt, 
Va.; dear friends Clayton 

Hall and Eddie Smith of Princeton, 
W.Va.; and his beloved dog, Dusty, of 
the home.

Funeral services were held at 1 p.m. 
at Seneca Baptist Church in Elliston 
on Monday, June 28, 2021. Interment 
followed at Woodlawn Cemetery in 
Bluefield. Pallbearers were Chris As-
bury, John Asbury, Matt Carter, Mark 
Carter, Clayton Hall, and Kenneth 
Widener.

The family would like to thank Dr. 
Richard Prokopchak, Dr. Michael Da-
vis, Dr. Laflam and the Davita Dialy-
sis Center, Intrepid Home Healthcare, 
and the Shawsville and Christiansburg 
Ambulance Service.

McCoy Funeral Home in Blacksburg 
was in charge of arrangements. Condo-
lences may be left at their website.

Dyer, Reva Emmalene 
Reva Emmalene Dyer passed away 

on June 26, 2021, at her home in 
Blacksburg with her loving children by 
her side. 

Emmalene was born in Big Isaac, 
W.Va., on Sept. 13, 1933, and grew 
up in Salem, W.Va. She graduated 
from Salem High School in 1951 and 
graduated from the Medical College 
of Virginia School of Nursing, Rich-
mond, with a RN degree in 1954. She 
met Ray Dyer Jr., and was married 50 
years. 

Emmalene was preceded in death 
by her husband; her parents Lena and 
Raymond Goldsmith; her brother, 
Jennings Goldsmith; her sister-in-law, 
Marion Goldsmith; her brother-in-
law, Dennis Gloeckner; and her neph-
ew, Buster Goldsmith.

She is survived by her sister, Shirley 
Goldsmith Gloeckner, her children, 
Ray Dyer III and daughter-in-law Vin-
cent Rawlings Dyer; Charlotte Dyer 
Dooley and son-in-law, Kirk Dooley; 
Scott Dyer and daughter-in-law Stacey 
Holland Dyer; grandchildren Doug 
Dyer, Hayley Dyer, Catherine Dyer, 
Taylor Dyer Dressler and husband Al 
Dressler, Connor Dyer, Maggie Dool-
ey, and Kellis Dooley.

Emmalene is also survived by nieces 
Cheryl Goldsmith and husband, Jack 
Plotkin; Denise Gloeckner Bryson and 
husband, Phil Bryson; Emily Gloeck-
ner and son, Jackson Price; Heather 
Juarez and children Thomas Juarez 
and Aiden Juarez. 

Emmalene and Ray moved to 
Blacksburg in 1960, and she helped 
her husband through 35 years in vari-
ous roles at times, including office 

manager and nurse of his medical 
practice. Emmalene also volunteered 
in the community with various organi-
zations and through donations helped 
support various local charities.

She was a member of Blacksburg 
United Methodist Church and Blacks-
burg Country Club. Emmalene was 
active in four bridge clubs and was 
an avid supporter of the Hokies. She 
loved raising her children and told 
them, “Always be kind to one another 
and no bickering.” Her favorites in-
cluded family gatherings and visits, 
annual beach trips, red roses, and her 
Weimaraner and dachshund dogs. 

In Emmalene’s later years, she fo-
cused on family, long-time friends, 
faith, and her church, supporting fa-
vorite charities, watching all the Hokie 
football and basketball games, playing 
bridge and reading several books each 
week and the daily newspaper. Em-
malene’s family is very thankful for 
the wonderful care given at LewisGale 
Hospital Montgomery, Carilion Clinic 
Hospice, and Traci’s Caregivers. 

A memorial service for Emmalene 
was held at Blacksburg United Meth-
odist Church at 11 a.m. on June 29, 
2021, with a reception immediately 
following. In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily would be grateful if donations are 
offered to Carilion Clinic Hospice - 
NRV (give.carilionfoundation.org/
donate-now - designate New River 
Valley Hospice) or Blacksburg United 
Methodist Church (www.blacksbur-
gumc.org). Online condolences may 
be made by visiting McCoy Funeral 
Home website, mccoyfuneralhome.
com.

Harder, Embree Newton Prater 
Embree Newton Prater 

Harder, of Blacksburg, 
passed away on June 17, 
2021, at Heritage Hall. 
She was born in Bris-
tol on March 9, 1936, 
a daughter of the late 
Price and Lena Newton 
Prater. She was preceded 
in death by her husband 
of 57 years, Lloyd “Doc” 
Harder, a much beloved 
pharmacist in Blacksburg; 
and her two cherished sis-
ters, Elizabeth Prater Carter of Bristol, 
Va., and Mary Gene Barnhill of Boston, 
Mass. 

Embree was a devoted family member. 
Left to cherish her memory are her two 
sons, David Lloyd Harder and his wife, 
Mary, of Blacksburg, and Michael Harder 
of Christiansburg; fi ve grandchildren, six 
great-grandchildren, and several nieces 
and nephews, all whom she loved dearly. 

Embree was an avid reader and loved 

to collect cookbooks and 
family photographs. 

Lloyd and Embree 
spent the early part of 
their marriage in Bris-
tol, Tenn., where Lloyd 
worked for Embree’s uncle 
at Buntings Drug Store. 
Later they lived in Bas-
sett, Va., before settling 
in Blacksburg in 1969 
where Lloyd owned Cen-
ter Drug, which later sold 
out to People’s Pharmacy. 

Embree was buried with Lloyd at 
the Southwestern Virginia Veterans 
Cemetery in Dublin, where there was 
a graveside service on Tuesday, June 29 
at 11 a.m. 

Th e family would like to thank the 
dedicated staff  of Heritage Hall-Blacks-
burg, who provided such love and care 
for Embree during her last years of 
life. Arrangements by McCoy Funeral 
Home, Blacksburg.

Teates, H. Bennett 
H. Bennett Teates, 79, 

of Blacksburg, died on 
June 23, 2021, surround-
ed by family. He was born 
in Fauquier County, Va., 
on February 22, 1942, to 
the late Bryan W. Teates 
and Mae Afton Bennett 
Teates. 

His ‘Love until the 
End of Time’ was Judith 
Keister Teates. 

He is survived by his 
children, Andrea Teates 
Robinson and her husband, J. D., 
Andrew Bennett Teates and his wife, 
Shelby, and Jennifer Teates Niemiera 
and her husband, Jesse Overcash; and 
his grandchildren, William Sharpe, 
Matthew Sharpe, Alexis Niemiera, 
Olivia Niemiera, and Bennett Ni-
emiera.

Bennett earned his Bachelor of Sci-
ence in electrical engineering from 
Virginia Tech in 1964 and was also a 
distinguished military graduate. He 
held advanced degrees from George 
Washington and Johns Hopkins uni-
versities. He was a member of the 
Highty Tighties and the Old Guard. 

Bennett worked in the national se-
curity arena. His experience included 
serving in the Armed Forces during 
the Vietnam War, being a director of 
command and control programs at 
the Georgia Tech Research Institute, 
and serving as a program manager at 
the Johns Hopkins University Applied 
Physics Laboratory. He founded and 
was president of Command Control, 
Inc, in Atlanta, which did research 
and prototype development for the 
Department of Defense and the power 

industry. He served as 
executive director for the 
Virginia Tech Applied 
Research Corporation 
(VT-ARC) Blacksburg 
operations. 

Bennett was always in-
terested in adventures, be 
it training and riding his 
horse, Gem, or riding his 
motorcycle cross country 
and achieving the mo-
torcycle accolade “Iron 
Butt” from the world’s 

toughest motorcycle riders by visiting 
all four corners of the U.S. He was al-
ways trying to improve his golf game 
on The Hill and Tech’s Golf Course.  

He served the communities where he 
lived. Such work included EquiTrails 
in Cherokee, Ga., to establish and pre-
serve horse trails, and helping to recog-
nize Prices Fork’s historical signifi cance, 
working to preserve the village and sur-
rounding communities. He was a mem-
ber of Blacksburg Rotary and the Price 
Family Historical Society.

The family would like to thank the 
team at the Blue Ridge Cancer Center 
and LewisGale Montgomery Hospital 
nurses and doctors.  

Graveside services will be conducted 
today, Wednesday, June 30, 2021, at 
11 a.m. at the Southwest Virginia Vet-
erans Cemetery in Dublin. To attend 
the services, please arrive at the cem-
etery by 10:30 a.m. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contri-
butions may be made to Prices Fork 
United Methodist Church, 4236 Pric-
es Fork Road, Blacksburg, VA, 24060. 

Services are being provided by Mc-
Coy Funeral Home.

Send community news and photos 
to communitynews@ourvalley.org
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STATEWIDE  ADS

TRANSFORM YOUR BATH OR SHOWER
IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAYIN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY

CALL NOW

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This 
offer expires June  30, 2021. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 

details.  ©2021 BCI Acrylic Inc. 844-945-1631

Offer Expires 6.30.2021

NO PAYMENTS &
NO INTEREST

UNTIL 2022

$500 Off
OR

FOR

Military & Senior 
Discounts Available

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

AD NETWORK

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

TH

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration#
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and 

activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 

terms and conditions.   

STATEWIDE  ADS
AUCTIONS 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Advertise your 
upcoming auctions statewide and in 
other states.  Affordable Print and Dig-
ital Solutions reaching your target audi-
ences. Call this paper or Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 804-521-
7576,  HYPERLINK “mailto:landonc@
vpa.net” landonc@vpa.net
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
Vinyl Replacement Windows Starting at 
$235* Installed w/Free Trim Wrap Call 
804-739-8207 for MORE details! Ron-
nie Jenkins II Siding, Roo  ng, Gutters 
and More!
GENERAC Standby Generators pro-
vide backup power during utility power 
outages, so your home and family stay 
safe and comfortable. Prepare now. 
Free 7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote today! 
Call for additional terms and conditions. 
1-877-636-0738
The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus 
battery storage system. SAVE money, 
reduce your reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and power 
your home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing Option. 
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote 
today. Call 1-833-688-1378

Yard Sales - 
Botetourt County

Yard & Craft Sale 

Yard Sales - 
Montgomery 

County

Garage Sale  

Acreage & Lots

1.2 Acre Lot 

Apartments for 
Rent

Subsidized 
Apartments for 

Seniors 

Clearview Manor 
Apartments 

For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

CUSTER’S 
PLASTERING

 AND DRYWALL
• No job too large or small
• Repair work, new 
 construction, etc.
• Quality Work At A 
 Reasonable Price

Call 864-6498Call 864-6498

NEW CONSTRUCTION
Apartments tailored to your highest standards 

2 & 3 bedrooms opening July 1st
Brew Pub, and a Mexican bar and grill located next door  

Luxury, Location, and Convenience
No undergrads.  Income restrictions apply.

Call 540-838-2333 for more information
and to schedule a showing.

TAP (Total Action for 
Progress) is the second 
largest community action 
agency in Virginia, 
employing more than 300 
employees. We 
encourage people to think 
creatively, grow 
professionally, and make 
a positive impact within 
the agency and in the 
communities in which we 
serve. 

Family Development 
Specialist- Craig 
County/Giles 

Quality Inn Radford 

Help Wanted - 
General

TAP (Total Action for 
Progress) is the second 
largest community action 
agency in Virginia, 
employing more than 300 
employees. We 
encourage people to think 
creatively, grow 
professionally, and make 
a positive impact within 
the agency and in the 
communities in which we 
serve. 

 
Crew Technician 2-
ECHR 

Help Wanted - 
General

TAP (Total Action for 
Progress) is the second 
largest community action 
agency in Virginia, 
employing more than 300 
employees. We 
encourage people to think 
creatively, grow 
professionally, and make 
a positive impact within 
the agency and in the 
communities in which we 
serve. 

 
Home Based 
Coordinator 

Help Wanted - 
General

Administrative 
Assistant 

 

Legals - City of 
Salem

Legals - City of 
Salem

PUBLIC HEARING 

Notice is hereby 
given to  

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts. Call 1-877-614-6667
Dont let the stairs limit your mobility! 
Discover the ideal solution for anyone 
who struggles on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall or wants to regain 
access to their entire home. Call Amer-
iGlide today!  1-888-510-0805
Never Pay For Covered Home Repairs 
Again! Complete Care Home Warranty 
COVERS ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK FREE. 
$200.00 OFF   2 FREE Months! 1-855-
677-4975
ATTN. CONTRACTORS: Promote your 
business statewide and in other states. 
Affordable Print and Digital Solutions to 
reach Homeowners. Call Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 804-521-
7576,  HYPERLINK “mailto:landonc@
vpa.net” landonc@vpa.net
RECRUITMENT 
HIRING? We can help you  ll your 
open positions! Promote job listings 
regionally or statewide! Affordable 
Print and Digital Advertising Solutions 
reaching job seekers. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” landonc@
vpa.net
SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, $395+$86 
court cost. WILLS-$225.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 757-490-0126. 
Se Habla Espanol. BBB Member.  
HYPERLINK “https://hiltonoliverat-
torneyva.com” https://hiltonoliverattor-
neyva.com. 
Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED 
Life Insurance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other  nal expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 
844-509-1697 or visit  HYPERLINK 
“http://www.Life55plus.info/vapress” 
www.Life55plus.info/vapress
Life Alert. One press of a button sends 
help FAST, 24/7! At home and on the 
go. Mobile Pendant with GPS. FREE 
First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
866-870-9845 FREE Brochure.
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 
888-608-4974
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To place a
 classified ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

Want to keep up with local 
news, sports and events?
SUBSCRIBE TODAY
Call (540) 389-9355

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof Replacement 
& Repair

All 1st Responders and 
Health Care Workers 

receive a 5% discount

401K PLANS
For many individuals, this is their largest asset. 

Let us help you protect what you have saved.

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

TALK TO WALT

Find a job in your special field, 
or find the help you need.

Get rid of the
 old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  knocking 
loud and clear.

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

A GREAT 
DEAL IN THE 
CLASSIFIEDS!

To place your ad, 
call 389-9355

BAG 

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

WHERE PATIENTS COME FIRST

540-591-5360
540-444-0291

ALL evaluations & treatments by a licensed physical therapist

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

ADVERTISE!

EVANS 
ELECTRICAL &   

PLUMBING SERVICE
Fincastle

Residential • Commercial 
Industrial • Remodeling

New Construction
473-2481 • 276-228-5863 cell

Over 25 Years’ Experience
Small Jobs & Repairs Welcome
Class A License • Insured

Master Tradesman

BUSINESS SERVICES DIRECTORY

   
   H

OUSE NEED A BATH?
SIDEWALKS

DRIVEWAYS

GUTTERS

HOUSES

DECKS

PORCHES

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708     USMC RETIRED    drillinstr@gmail.com

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

Call your licensed local agent, Linda Walker
at 540-529-1308 for a FREE Consultation*

Virtual or In-Person Appointments

Linda K. Walker, Agent LLC
Independent Insurance Agent

Specializing in Medicare Health Plans
*No obligation to enroll

Medicare Questions?
Let me help.

Email: lkwalkeragent@gmail.com
    https://www.facebook.com/SpecializinginMedicareHealthPlans
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Locally Owned and Operated Since 1963
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Hearing Aid Sales & Service, Inc.
ANDERSON AUDIOLOGY

Hear Better Live Better
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Montgomery Sports
Auburn softball wins Class 1 state championship

PHOTOS BY ASHLEY AKERS
Units from Riner Rescue and the Riner Fire Department 
lead the way in welcoming the Auburn High School 
softball team home Saturday after they won the Class 
1 state title. Waiting for the girls were the state 
baseball champions, also from Auburn High School.

The state champion Auburn Eagles hold the trophy 
through the sunroof as they pull up to the parking lot at 
Auburn High School.

The Auburn baseball and softball teams get together to 
recreate a similar photo in 2019 after both teams had 
won the state championships.

The state championship Auburn High Eagles: (front 
row, left to right) Kendra Scaggs, Jordan Coutant, 
Emily Coe, Kylie Smith, Grace Wilson, and Corinna 
Hoose; (back row, left to right)  Avery Zuckerwar, 
Kirsten Fleet, Emma Greenhalgh, Rachel Brotherton, 
Hannah Shepherd, and Harley Hurd.

The Auburn softball team’s lone senior, Emily Coe, is all 
smiles as she holds up the state championship trophy.

Auburn baseball head coach Eric Altizer (left) and 
Eagle softball head coach David Hurd pose with their 
state championship trophies.

SUBMITTED PHOTO
The Montgomery County All-Stars won the District 10 under-12 tournament this 
past week. Pictured are (front row, left to right) Sammie Brein, Macie Akers, 
Erica Bookout, Faith Wilson, Kaylee Ramrattan, Johnnie Gaynor, Isabella Perkins 
and Katie Salyer; (back row, left to right) Hope Wilson, Reagan Smith, Coach Rob 
Brein, Makaylee Hughes, Coach Chis Ramrattan, Athletic Supervisor Chris Slusher, 
Manager Brian Wilson, and Coach Mark Akers. 

Montgomery Co. team wins 
district softball tourney

FILE PHOTO
Ian Ho, who swam for the Hokies from 2015-2019, 
has qualified for the Tokyo Olympics in the 50-meter 
freestyle event.

Former VT swimmer Ian Ho qualifi es for Tokyo Olympics

Ian Ho, a member of the Virginia 
Tech swim and dive team from 2015-
2019, has qualifi ed for next month’s 
Tokyo Olympics in the 50-meter free-
style event as a representative on the 
Hong Kong National Team.

While at Tech, Ho qualifi ed for 
the ACC championships all four 
years and competed in high level col-
legiate meets including the NCAA 
championships and the Toyota U.S. 
Open. As a Hokie, he was a member 
of several team relays and competed 
in his own sprint events at the top 
collegiate level. 

In the summer after his freshman 
year, Ho competed in the U.S. Olym-
pic Trials and fi nished 36th overall in 
the 50-meter freestyle. After gradua-
tion, he continued his training within 
the states and internationally in pursuit 
of his Olympic dream, which has now 
come to be a reality. 

Th e 2020 Olympic Games will be-
gin July 23.

Ho grew up in Blacksburg, started 
swimming at the Blacksburg Aquatic 
Center, and swam competitively for 
Blacksburg’s club team, the H20kies. 
He also spent time in the summers at 
Virginia Tech’s Maroon and Orange 
Camp where college swimmers counsel 
and coach high schoolers.

From there, Ho started swimming 
at Virginia Tech in what is called the 
sprint freestyle in the 50- and 100-me-
ter events. 

Ho was named to the All-ACC Aca-
demic Team and the ACC Academic 
Honor Roll as a mechanical engineer-
ing major and took his training to the 
pool at the Christiansburg Aquatics 
Center. 

Racing by himself at the Hong Kong 
LC Swimming Time Trial IV, Ho be-
came the fi rst man from his nation ever 
to get under the 22-second threshold in 
the 50m freestyle. In the fi nal heat, he 
set a 21.97 mark, making him just the 
sixth Asian man in history to break the 
22-second mark. 

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

RU baseball hires new pitching coach
Th e Radford baseball pro-

gram has announced the hiring 
of Damian Stambersky as its 
next pitching coach.

Stambersky has more than 20 
years of coaching experience as 
both a championship pitching 
coach and most recently serving 
as a head coach at CSU-Pueblo.

"It is important to me that 
we surround our players and 
baseball program with a cham-
pionship pedigree," comment-
ed RU head baseball coach Karl 
Kuhn. "Damian has taken two 
pitching staff s to the Division 
II College World Series. He has 
competed for championships at 
the division one level as a player 
and has coached in champion-
ship settings on Division II's 
grandest stage.

“Our players and our pro-
gram will be better for the addi-
tion of Damian into our fold,” 
Kuhn said. “I am honored and 

humbled that Damian, his wife 
Valerie, and their two children 
will be joining our Radford 
baseball family."

In just his fi rst season at 
CSU-Pueblo fi ghting the CO-
VID-19 pandemic Stambersky 
posted a 15-24 overall record. 
While Stambersky was at the 
helm, the Th underwolves re-
corded victories over the 25th 
ranked, 21st ranked, 18th 
ranked, and 1st ranked teams 
in Division II. Th e team's high-
light of the season came when 
they handed the top-team in 
Division II, Colorado Mesa, 
just their third regular season 
loss of the season and snapped 
their 21-game winning streak.

Before his time at CSU-
Pueblo, Stambersky spent six 
seasons as the pitching coach 
at the University of Central 
Missouri. While there, the 
Mules made two NCAA Divi-

sion II College World Series 
appearances (2016 and 2019) 
and compiled a 210-91 re-
cord. Th e Mules captured two 
Mid-American Intercollegiate 
Athletics Association (MIAA) 
regular season championships, 
made three NCAA Regionals 
appearances, and won three 
MIAA Tournament champion-
ships while he was an assistant 
coach with the program.

In 2020 before the season 
was shortened due to CO-
VID-19, Stambersky coached 
three pitchers who would even-
tually sign with the Philadel-
phia Phillies, the Milwaukee 
Brewers, and the Houston As-
tros, which brought his total to 
seven players signed by MLB 
teams during his career.

Stambersky's pitching staff  
ranked in the top two in the 
MIAA in ERA during all six 
of his seasons at Central Mis-

souri. In 2019, the team posted 
a 46-16 record with a 3.86 ERA, 
which included striking out an 
MIAA-best 562 batters. Oppo-
nents were held to a .227 batting 
average that season, and in the 
postseason the program posted a 
2.70 ERA on the way to a third-
place fi nish in Division II.

Stambersky also coached 17 
pitchers to All-MIAA honors 
and another two to All-Ameri-
can honors. Among his primary 
duties as top assistant coach 
were the coordination and im-
plementation of all recruiting 
eff orts. He was responsible for 
all advanced scouting and de-
fensive game planning and ran 
all prospect and youth baseball 
camps. As the pitching coach, 
he designed individual pitching 
development plans, managed 
pitching staff  usage, and created 
individual strength and condi-
tioning plans for the pitchers.

Before his time at Central 
Missouri, he spent 11 seasons 
coaching at Kansas City Com-
munity College as an assistant 
coach and recruiting coordi-
nator. While there he coached 
nine players to Division I op-
portunities and four players 
who would move on to play 
professionally.

Stambersky got his coaching 
start with four seasons as an as-
sistant at his alma mater, the Uni-
versity of Arkansas Little Rock. 
Th e Trojans won 109 games 
during his tenure there with a 
school-record 33 wins in 2000.

Stambersky earned his bach-
elor's degree in business admin-
istration and entrepreneurship 
from the University of Arkan-
sas Little Rock in 2000. He 
obtained a master's degree in 
exercise science in 2007 from 
California University of Penn-
sylvania.
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