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MCPS schools to begin new 
year on Th ursday, Aug. 12

Montgomery County Public 
Schools will begin sessions for the 
2021-22 school year on Th ursday, 
Aug. 12.

Th e elementary school hours are 
9:15 a.m. until 3:45 p.m. School 
hours for the middle and high 

Montgomery Relay 
for Life returns 
Friday, Aug. 13

Relay for Life Mont-
gomery County is return-
ing to its traditional in-per-
son relay format for 2021 
Friday, Aug. 13, from 6 
p.m. to midnight at Chris-
tiansburg Middle School.

Th e theme this year is 
Rock for Relay. Th e event 
will feature live music from 
each decade beginning 
with the 1950’s.

During the event, those 
who have lost their battle 
to cancer will be honored, 
and cancer survivors and 
caregivers will be celebrat-
ed. Dr. Gordon Klatt, who 
created Relay for Life in 
the mid-1980s will be cele-
brated. Dr. Klatt expressed 
an interest in raising funds 
for his local American 
Cancer society and circled 
the track for more than 83 
miles in a 24-hour period. 
Friends and family do-
nated $25 to run or walk 
certain distances with him.

While he ran and walked 
the track, Klatt began mak-
ing plans on how the event 
could be even bigger in fu-
ture years. Dr. Klatt’s goal 
was accomplished, and 
although he passed away 
from stomach cancer in 
2014, his legacy lives on.

Over the decades, Dr. 
Klatt’s Relay for Life idea 
has turned into more than 
5,200 events across the 
United States that have 
raised nearly 5 billion dol-
lars for the American Can-
cer Society. Funds raised 
through Relay For Life 
directly support break-

through research, 24/7 
support for cancer pa-
tients, access to lifesav-
ing screenings, and much 
more.

“We are so excited to be 
able to host an in-person 
event this year,” said Don-
na Christian, event leader 
for the Montgomery 
County Relay. “We have 
partnered with some great 
bands and food vendors 
to help us raise additional 
funds for Th e American 
Cancer Society.

“Th e year of “2020” 
aff ected our fundraising 
eff orts tremendously,” 
Christian said. “Unfortu-
nately, less funding results 
in less research for cancer 
treatment and care. I want 
to be a part of the cure.” 
Christian’s mom died of 
cancer in 1995.

“We have so many 
great things planned for 
the event such as children 
activities, food trucks, ven-
dors, ceremonies and so 
many talented singers and 
bands,” said Linda Howell, 
Relay for Life team leader. 
“Th e entire community 
is invited to join us for a 
night of music, joy, cele-
bration, and remembrance. 
Th e personal stories we 
hear throughout our com-
munity from cancer survi-
vors remind us that every 
dollar we raise counts and 
that we are making a posi-
tive impact in our fi ght 
against cancer.”

Th e event site will be 
fi lled with luminaria bags 
personalized with the 
names of cancer survivors 
and the names of those 
who lost their battle. Per-
sonalized bags to honor 
loved ones can be pur-
chased for $5 through a 
local relay team, or they 
can be purchased the night 
of the event.

Virginia Tech teams with ClubCorp 
to open venue for college fans

Virginia Tech and ClubCorp, a 
company considered to be one of 
the world leaders in private clubs, 
are partnering to build a new, pre-
mier venue within Lane Stadium 
that is designed to revolutionize the 
game-day experience and bring an 
already engaged fan base even closer 
to the university.

Th e two partners have agreed on 
plans to develop the University Club 
of Virginia Tech, a year-round pri-
vate club inside the President’s Suite 
at the Hokies’ football home. Sched-
uled to be open this fall, the Univer-
sity Club of Virginia Tech will off er 
dining, event, and meeting spaces, 
as well as a robust lineup of engaging 
programming and game-day events.

ClubCorp’s dynamic, rapidly 
growing stadium division — Cam-
pusLife 360 — will manage this 
state-of-the art club, which repre-
sents the seventh stadium property 
in the division. CampusLife 360 
helps universities harness the de-
mand for connection and commu-
nity, creating venues for members 
and guests to come together to cel-
ebrate the excitement of not only 
“game day,” but also every day.

“We are thrilled to be partner-
ing with Virginia Tech to bring this 
one-of-a-kind facility to their cam-
pus,” said David Pillsbury, CEO of 
ClubCorp. “Lane Stadium is one of 

Summer interns explore New River 
Valley during 2021 NRV Experience

Interns participating in Onward 
New River Valley’s second annual 
NRV Experience program spent the 
summer exploring the New River 
Valley and learning the benefi ts of liv-
ing and working in the region.

Th e NRV Experience is a seven-
week long summer curriculum 
designed to support employer in-

ternship programs by helping their 
interns grow professionally while also 
experiencing the full benefi ts of living 
and working in the New River Valley.

Th rough the program, interns 
are shown just a few of the ameni-
ties available to them if they choose 
to make the NRV home after they 
graduate. Onward NRV’s goal for the 

program is to attract and retain talent 
in the region by promoting the New 
River Valley as a desirable place to 
live, work, and do business. 

Th e program expanded from 17 
enrolled interns in the inaugural 
2020 cohort to 45 enrolled interns 

News Brief: Probation extended 
for Christiansburg woman

Stephanie D. Bermundez of 
Christiansburg was convicted in 
2009 of robbing a Fairlawn bank 
and given three years in prison 
and 10 years of probation when 
released. Th is past week, a Pulaski 
County Circuit Court extended 

that probation for another year be-
cause Bermundez has not paid res-
titution and court costs that were 
part of her conviction.

According to court records, she 
was initially ordered to pay $4,353 
in restitution. As of this past week, 

she still owed as much as $3,141 
with court costs still being owed in 
the amount of $1,599.

Judge Bradley Finch granted a 
probation offi  cer’s request to add 
more time to the probation until 
Bermundez pays the amount due.

NC man pleads guilty 
to illegal prescription 
distribution in 
Christiansburg area

A Dobson, N.C., man 
pled guilty Th ursday to 
conspiring to distribute 
medically illegitimate pre-
scriptions for Schedule II 
opioids and Suboxone, 
as well as conspiring to 
use, in the course of the 
distribution of controlled 
substances, the DEA regis-
tration number of another 
person.

According to court 
documents, Charles Wil-
son Adams Jr., 50, worked 
for “Company L,” as it was 
referred to in court, that 
operated medical clinics 
in the Western District 
of Virginia, including the 
Galax, Lynchburg, and 
Christiansburg areas. Th e 
clinic focused on pain 
management and opioid 
addiction treatment. So 
far, the name of the clinic 
has not been made public.

Adams worked as a 
counselor for the company 
though he had not applied 
to the Virginia Board of 
Counseling to become a 
Certifi ed Substance Abuse 
Counselor. He was re-
ferred to inside Company 
L as “Dr.,” but has never 
been a medical practitio-
ner or possessed author-
ity to prescribe controlled 
substances.

Adams admitted that 
he and other non-medical 
professionals exerted in-
fl uence or control over 
medical decisions and the 
treatment of patients, in-
cluding the prescribing of 
Schedule II pain medi-
cations and Suboxone, a 
Schedule III drug used to 
treat opioid addiction.

As part of his plea, Ad-
ams also acknowledged 
that Company L employ-
ees pre-signed blank pre-
scriptions for distribution 
to patients without offi  ce 
visits. Further, at the direc-
tion of Company L’s own-
er and others, employees 
used the DEA registration 
numbers of medical pro-
viders to prescribe Subox-
one to patients even when 
those providers were in 
other cities or states and 
did not see the patients. 
Adams was aware of Com-
pany L’s practices and their 
illegitimacy yet took part 
in them anyway.  

“Adams chose to use 
his position to assist in 
the illegal distribution of 
powerful opioids rather 
than their use for legiti-
mate medical purposes, 
thus causing additional 

See Guilty, page 3

schools are from 8:05 a.m. until 
2:50 p.m.

Th e offi  cially adopted school cal-
endar for the year is as follows: Aug. 
12: fi rst day of school; Aug. 31: 
early dismissal.

Sept. 3: early dismissal; Sept. 6: 
closed holiday; Sept. 30: early dis-
missal.

Oct. 25-29: early dismissal.
Nov. 1: fall break for students 

and staff ; Nov. 2: teacher workday; 
Nov. 23: early dismissal; Nov. 24-
26: Th anksgiving break.

Dec. 21: early dismissal; Dec. 
22-31: winter break; Dec. 22, 28-
30: unassigned workdays.

Jan. 3: closed for winter break; 

Jan. 4-5, teacher workdays; Jan. 17: 
closed holiday; Jan. 31: early dis-
missal.

Feb. 21: closed holiday; Feb. 28: 
early dismissal.

March 28-April 1: parent-teach-
er conference; March 31: early dis-
missal.

April 14: unassigned workday; 
April 14-18: spring break; April 29: 
early dismissal.

May 20: last day of school (if no 
inclement weather days); May 21-
22: graduation weekend; May 23: 
teacher workday; May 24: teacher 
fl ex day; May 30: closed holiday; 
May 31: unassigned workday.

June 20: closed holiday.

college football’s most electrifying 
arenas, and we look forward to lever-
aging that excitement year-round at 
the new University Club of Virginia 
Tech.”

“We’re excited to open the doors 
to a completely reimagined fan expe-
rience for Hokies with the University 
Club of Virginia Tech,” said Dwayne 
Pinkney, senior vice president and 
chief business offi  cer at Virginia 
Tech. “ClubCorp is a proven leader 
in not just building and managing 
private clubs, but in building com-
munity among its members and 
creating incredible experiences for 
them.” 

Th e University Club of Virginia 
Tech will refl ect the excitement and 

rich traditions of Virginia Tech’s 
game-day experience. ClubCorp 
named Ali Halatayi as the general 
manager of the club, which will 
serve as a place for members and 
guests to host, connect, work, play, 
and celebrate. 

Features of the University Club 
include a welcoming lounge and 
meeting space, premier dining at 
the club’s restaurant, modern private 
event spaces and meeting rooms, 
best-in-class productivity spaces for 
working and collaborating, game-
day events that bring the excite-
ment on the fi eld to the club and its 
members, and enriching year-round 
educational, cultural, and social pro-
grams.

See Interns, page 3
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Quadplex in Giles County VA. 4 Unit apartment building, built in 1975. In good 
condition & consists of 3,952 sq. ft.  The units on the upper level have 3 BR & 
1.5 baths. Lower level units have 2 BR & 1 BA. This would be a wonderful 
investment property! Has a shared well with apartment building on adjoining 
property. Features shingle roof, brick exterior, private septic, paved driveway & 
more! Shared Driveway with other apartment building which is a right of way 
off Eggleston Rd.  Short drive to Blacksburg & Christiansburg VA. Very close to 
the WV line, Mountain Lake & New River!

Preview Dates-  Friday August 6th & 13th @ 5 PM
Terms – 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract price. 
Earnest Money Deposit of $10,000 required day of sale. Closing in 45 days. Subject to seller 
confirmation.  Property sold as is where is any and all faults. Buyer is expected to complete 
their own due diligence.

Download Bidder Information Pack at VaAuctionPro.com

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
Ends Wednesday August 18th at 4 PM

Quadplex for Sale in Pembroke VA
1221 Eggleston Road, Pembroke VA 24136

 Bid Now at VaAuctionPro.com

102 S. Locust Street, 
Floyd, VA  24091
(540) 745-2005

VaAuctionPro.com
Lic# 2907004059

Broker & Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at 540-239-2585 
or Ed Gallimore, Realtor at 540-230-9090

When first meeting Mittens, she may be a 
little timid, but once comfortable, a few 
chin scratches will earn her trust. She likes 
attention and affection. This kitty prefers 
indoor competitions and earned her gold 
medals in lounging and getting along with 
dogs and cats. (Be sure to ask for Mittens 
2, if you stop by the Animal Care and 
Adoption Center to meet her, since there is 
another resident named Mittens.)

Carey hopes to secure the number-one 
spot in her human’s heart. She is a sweet 
gal who consistently goes for the gold 
in the “wannabe lapdog” event. Carey 
excels at individual sports and may do 
best in a home without other dogs. She 
could also use some coaching on basic 
commands.

PETS-OF-THE-WEEK
Each week the paper features pets from the Montgomery County Animal Care and 

Adoption Center (480 Cinnabar Road, Christiansburg). Th ose interested in adopting a pet 
can call 382-5795 or visit www.montgomerycountyva.gov/acac. Hours are 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Monday through Friday and 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. Walk-ins are welcome. 

APX Services LLC 
540-566-6920

UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday, Aug. 4 - 

Friday, Aug. 6:

Blacksburg Community 
Center closed

Due to facility reserva-
tions, the Blacksburg Com-
munity Center will be 
closed with the exception of 
the fi tness center to all pro-
grams through Friday, Aug. 
6. Th e fi tness center hours 
will be from 8 a.m. until 4 
p.m. Th e community center 
will resume normal hours 
on Saturday, Aug. 7. For 
more information, call 540-
443-1140.

Th ursday, Aug. 5:

American Legion meeting
American Legion Har-

vey-Howe-Carper Post 30 
will meet at 7 p.m. at the 
VFW Post 776 building in 
Radford. For further infor-
mation, call 250-2283 or 
239-9864.

Friday, Aug. 6 - 
Sunday, Aug. 8:

Radford Public Library 
Book Sale

Th e Radford Public Li-
brary's primary fundraiser, 
sponsored by the Lamp-
lighters, volunteers who 
raise money for the library, 
is the book sale, Friday, 
Aug. 6 and Saturday, Aug. 
7 from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m., 
and Sunday, Aug. 8, from 
1 p.m. until 5 p.m. Masks 
and gloves will be provided 
at the library entrance. Some 
tables will be set up inside 

the library to increase the 
shopping space.

Hardbacks are $1.00 and 
paperbacks are $.50. Chil-
dren's books are half that.

Tuesday, Aug. 10:

Sons of Confederate Veter-
ans meeting

Stuart Horse Artillery 
Camp 1784 will meet at 7 
p.m. at Aly's Family Italian 
Restaurant on 3204 Riner 
Rd. Members of the United 
Daughters of the Confed-
eracy (UDC) are invited to 
attend. Guest speaker Char-
lotte Conner will give a talk 
on "First Battle of Manassas: 
Unwarranted Deaths of Sav-
able Soldiers." For further 
information, call 320-4315 
or 239-9864.

Wednesday, Aug. 11:

Brown Bag Book Club
Th e Brown Bag Book 

Club meets at the Radford 
Public Library on the sec-
ond Wednesday of each 
month from noon until 1 
p.m. for a book discussion. 
Bring a lunch if you like. 
Th is month the group is 
discussing "Th e Grapes of 
Wrath" by John Steinbeck.

 
Saturday, Aug. 14:

Fourth Annual Swing for 
Scholarships Golf Tourna-
ment

At the Pete Dye River 
Course to benefi t the “Car-
ilion Cares for Children” 
program providing tuition 

discounts at the Radford 
Early Learning Center 
for families with fi nancial 
need at Radford Child De-
velopment, Inc. Shotgun 
start at 2 p.m. Th e fee for a 
captain's choice foursome 
paid online by Aug. 13 is 
$300. At the door, the fee 
is $400, based on availabil-
ity. Th e cost of a hole spon-
sorship is $100 per hole if 
paid online by Aug. 6. Th e 
day will feature a $100,000 
hole-in-one contest for 10 
participants chosen by pur-
chased raffl  e ticket. Prizes 
will also include a 2021 
Vehicle from Harvey’s in 
Radford for a hole-in-one. 
Prizes will also be rewarded 
for fi rst-through-fourth-
place teams and closest to 
the pin. Th e day will also 
include an awards dinner, 
gift bags, refreshments, 
raffl  e prizes, and mul-
ligans. Register at www.
radfordchilddevelopment.
org/golf.

Mt. Tabor Ruritan Club 
Fish Fry

Th e Mount Tabor Ruri-
tan Club will hold its August 
fi sh fry from 5 to 7 p.m. at 
Slusser's Chapel Picnic Shel-
ter, 1543 Mount Tabor Rd, 
Blacksburg. Th e meal will 
feature single servings of fi sh, 
fries and slaw; homemade 
desserts; and beverages. Th e 
cost is $8 for adults and car-
ry-outs and $5 for children 
under 12. Children under 3 
will eat free. Simple Gifts of 
the Blue Ridge will be play-
ing some folk music. Th e fi sh 

fry will be held rain or shine. 
Call or text 540-449-6178 
for further information.

Monday, Aug. 16:

Intellectual Disabilities 
Agency Golf Tournament

“Swing Fore Persons with 
Intellectual Disabilities,” the 
24th Annual Golf Classic at 
Blacksburg Country Club, 
will tee off  at 1 p.m. follow-
ing lunch. For more infor-
mation and to sign up, con-
tact the IDA at 381-0310 or 
email sheila@idanrv.org.

Sat. Aug. 21:

Eastmont Tomato Festival
Th is free outdoor festival 

features contests for tomato 
art and tomato recipes, as 
well as competitions for big-
gest, ugliest, and best-tasting 
tomatoes. Participants can 
also don their best tomato-
themed outfi ts to compete 
in the ever-popular tomato 
pageant and belly up to 
become the tomato-eating 
champion. Enjoy great food 
(including fried green toma-
toes, BLTs, pizzas, tomato 
sandwiches, and tomato 
biscuits), live music, games, 
music, arts and crafts, and 
much more.

Th e festival will take 
place at the Meadowbrook 
Community Center court-
yard, 267 Alleghany Spring 
Road, Shawsville; from 10 
a.m. until 2 p.m. More in-
formation is available at 
eastmontcf.com, facebook, 
or eastmonttomatofestival@

gmail.com

Sat., Aug. 28:

Dialogue on Race 2021 
Summer Summit

From 4 to 5:30 p.m. at 
the Montgomery County 
Moose Lodge No. 1470, 
115 Fairview Rd. NE, 
Christiansburg. Th e theme 
is Student Voices: Refl ec-
tions on Race and Racism 
in our Schools. Register at 
https://events.r20.constant-
contact.com/register/eventR
eg?oeidk=a07eib8sml7c5ba
cc8a&oseq=&c=&ch=.

Triwizard Tri-Mile Trail 
Race

At Bisset Park at 9:30 
a.m. Th is is a fundraiser for 
Literacy Volunteers of the 
New River Valley. Register 
for the Triwizard Tri-Mile 
Trail Race at www.lvnrv.org/
potterinthepark. For more 
information, call (540) 
382-7262 or send an "owl" 
to info@lvnrv.org. Follow 
https://www.facebook.com/
LVNRV/ for race updates.

Ongoing

Th rough Aug. 29:

Glencoe Mansion, Mu-
seum and Gallery exhibit 
“Mountain Rail Trails”

Glencoe Mansion, Mu-
seum and Gallery is pre-
senting its latest art exhibit, 
“Mountain Rail Trails,” fea-
turing photography by Dale 
R. Carlson of Bluemoonistic 
Images.

Th e exhibit dovetails 
nicely with the train obser-
vatory platform and exhibit 
found at the edge of the 
grounds of Glencoe. Every-
one is welcome to visit the 
museum with no admission 
charge. Glencoe is located at 
600 Unruh Dr. in Radford.

Th rough September:

Blacksburg's Market 
Square Jam 2021

Blacksburg's Market 
Square Jam 2021 continues 
each Wednesday from 7 to 9 
p.m. through September at 
Market Square Park.

Simply Elemental Art Ex-
hibit

Th e Simply Elemental art 
display in the Hahn Horti-
cultural Garden (on the Vir-
ginia Tech campus) will be 
on display through Sept. 30.

Th rough October:

Radford Farmers Market
Th e Radford Farmers 

Market is each Saturday 
through October 30 from 9 
a.m. until 1 p.m. in the New 
River Valley Community 
Service parking lot (the old 
Wade's parking lot) on West 
Main Street.

Christiansburg Farmers 
Market

Th e Christiansburg 
Farmers Market is every 
Th ursday through October 
at the Christiansburg Rec-
reation Center parking lot 
from 3 to 7 p.m.

At VT, governor announces $111 million to make college more aff ordable
BLACKSBURG—Vir-

ginia Governor Ralph 
Northam Th ursday visited 
Virginia Tech where he 
announced that Virginia 
plans to use $111 million 
in American Rescue Plan 
funding to increase access 
to fi nancial aid for low- 
and moderate-income un-
dergraduate students.

Th e proposal designates 
$100 million for public 
higher education institu-
tions through the State 
Council for Higher Edu-
cation in Virginia and $11 
million for private institu-
tions eligible for the Vir-
ginia Tuition Assistance 
Grant program.

 “Th e economic uncer-

tainty of this pandemic 
has led many to question 
whether a college degree 
was still an aff ordable reali-
ty,” said the governor. “Our 
administration has worked 
hard to make higher edu-
cation accessible to every 
Virginian, and this target-
ed investment represents a 
signifi cant stride towards 
that goal. Increasing access 
to fi nancial aid will help 
create more equitable path-
ways to opportunity and 
put a world-class education 
within reach of even more 
students.”

Th is proposed invest-
ment supplements more 
than $833 million that will 
be made available to Vir-

ginia colleges and universi-
ties through the American 
Rescue Plan Act’s Higher 
Education Emergency Re-
lief Fund III. Th ese funds 
will be received directly by 
institutions of higher edu-
cation and must be used 
for fi nancial assistance 
for students as well as for 
qualifying institutional 
purposes.

Th e governor’s proposal 
also commits $10 million 
to enhance the Online 
Virginia Network, which 
facilitates online course-
work and degrees from 
George Mason University, 
Old Dominion University, 
James Madison University, 
and community colleges.

“Higher education 
faced numerous challeng-
es over the past 16 months 
and it was an especially 
diffi  cult time for our stu-
dents,” said Virginia Tech 
President Tim Sands. “For 
many who were already 
facing fi nancial strain, 
the impact of COVID-19 
threatened to push their 
higher education dream 
out of reach. We are grate-
ful to the governor and the 
general assembly for these 
additional funds to sup-
port fi nancial aid at this 
critical time, and for their 
continued investment in 
the future of our students 
and the commonwealth.”

In advance of the Au-

gust special session of 
the general assembly, the 
governor and legislative 
leaders highlighted pro-
posals for allocating these 
funds and announced 
$250 million for school 
modernization and air 
quality improvements in 
school buildings, $411.5 
million to reduce water 
pollution and increase ac-
cess to clean water, $935.6 
million to replenish the 
Unemployment Insurance 
Trust Fund and acceler-
ate critical upgrades to 
the Virginia Employment 
Commission, and $485 
million to strengthen Vir-
ginia’s behavioral health 
system.

New River Community 
College is off ering medical 
coding foundations career 
studies certifi cate programs 
with classes beginning this 
fall.

Medical Coding Foun-
dations I and Medical Cod-
ing Foundations II prepare 

NRCC offering medical coding programs this fall
students for a high-salary 
career in the in-demand 
fi eld of medical coding. 
Medical Coding Foun-
dations I provides foun-
dational knowledge in 
medical terminology and 
medical coding that pre-
pares students to take the 
Certifi ed Coding Associate 
(CCA) exam off ered by the 
American Health Informa-
tion Management Associa-
tion (AHIMA).

As a short-term pro-
gram, Medical Coding 
Foundations I can be 
completed fully online in 
two semesters, less than 
one year. Th is program 
leads to entry-level jobs 

while Medical Coding II, 
also a two-semester pro-
gram, leads to technician-
level employment in med-
ical facilities and provides 
advanced knowledge in 
anatomy and physiology 
for administrative health 
professionals.

Upon completion of the 
career studies certifi cate, 
students are employable as 
entry-level medical billing, 
coding, data entry employ-
ees, medical coders, medi-
cal offi  ce managers, and 
medical records managers.

Students who enroll 
in these programs may 
be eligible for free tuition 
through the Virginia Com-

munity College’s new G3 
assistance program. Th e 
G3 Program is a tuition 
assistance program for 
any Virginia resident who 
qualifi es for in-state tuition 
and whose family income 
falls below an identifi ed 
threshold. Eligible students 
may enroll in designated 
programs leading to jobs 
in high-demand fi elds. 
For more information on 
G3 eligibility, visit www.
nr.edu/g3.

For more information 
about medical coding pro-
grams, visit www.nr.edu/
ast/aa_cert.php or email 
instructor Sharon Edwards 
at sedwards@nr.edu.
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02345-1

AFFORDABLEDENTURES.COM

*Free X-ray & consult offer has a minimum value of $75 and covers a 
consult & a traditional 2-D X-Ray at initial visit. **Bring in a treatment 
plan from any competitor and we will beat the total treatment plan 
for comparable services. Treatment plan must come from a licensed 
dentist within the past six months for comparable services and 
is subject to verification. Some plans are excluded. Full details of 
the Best Price Guarantee are available from our web site or at this 
practice. [Valid until December 31, 2021.]

Delivering a 
smile for 
every budget.

FREE X-RAY & CONSULT FOR 
NEW DENTURE PATIENTS*

ROGER D. CAMPBELL, DMD
GENERAL DENTIST

AFFORDABLE DENTURES & IMPLANTS - 
CHRISTIANSBURG 

175 CONSTON AVE
CHRISTIANSBURG, VA 24073

888.925.6677

Ask about our
 Best Price Guarantee**

575 Arbor Drive, Christiansburg
www.nrvsuperbowl.biz

Call 382-5525 for more information

SENIOR LEAGUE
FALL SCHEDULE

Safe Environment - Great Fun,
Great Exercise, and Great Competition

Golden Years - Mondays at 1pm
BEGINS AUGUST 16TH

Up and At’Em - Wednesdays at 1pm
MEETING AUGUST 18TH

Oldies but Goodies - Thursdays at 11:30am
BEGINS AUGUST 19TH

OBITUARIES
Carroll, Donnie Edison

Donnie Edison Carroll, 72, 
of Dublin, passed away Friday, 
July 30, 2021. 

Born on Dec. 20, 1948, he 
was the son of the late Wesley 
Edison and Violet Doss Car-
roll.

Survivors include his son 
and daughter-in-law, Dean 
and Laci Carroll; daughters 
and son-in-law, Shendale and 
Terry Underwood and Jessica Carroll; four 

granddaughters; two great-
grandsons and many other 
relatives and friends.

A celebration of life was 
held on Tuesday, Aug. 3, 2021, 
at Mullins Funeral Home in 
Radford with Pastor Don She-
lor offi  ciating. 

Th e Carroll family is in the 
care of Mullins Funeral Home 
& Crematory in Radford, Vir-

ginia. www.mullinsfuneralhome.com.

Dove, Darlene Nora Poff 
On July 26, 2021, Darlene 

Nora Poff  Dove, 72, passed 
away ever so peacefully.

She leaves behind her lov-
ing husband and best friend, 
Calvin Dove, of 52 ½ years 
and her fur baby, Jada. Dar-
lene and Calvin did every-
thing together, even working 
side by side for 44 years at 
Kopy Korner.

Darlene was a good Christian woman who 
loved with all her heart. She was always help-
ing family and friends in need. She was good 
at selling doughnuts (years ago) and cooking; 
but most of all, to her family and friends, she 
was famous for making the best cakes ever.

Darlene loved fl owers and she loved giving 
them away, too. Her fl ower beds and contain-
ers of fl owers were always fi lled with diff erent 
types and colors that were a sight to see. She 
also loved her blueberries, which she was al-
ways fi ghting the birds over. She was an avid 
prize-winning hand quilter too. Every hand 
stitch was made with love and care for the per-
son she was giving the quilt to.

Th eir cabin at the river was her getaway 
from the hustle and bustle of life. She could sit 

on her porch and listen to the 
river roll by, work in her fl ow-
er gardens, mow, or just relax 
with the good Lord above and 
nature. Darlene loved having 
family and friends over at the 
river for get-togethers, cook-
outs, or just to visit.

Darlene also leaves behind 
her mother, Pauline Pratt 
Poff ; two sisters, Lois Ann 

Akers and Melinda Shaver (Melvin); three 
sisters-in-law, Eva Jo Dove, Diane Dove, and 
Janice Hodge; numerous nephews, nieces, 
cousins, and special friends, all of whom she 
loved dearly.

She was preceded in death by her father, 
Martin Flemon Poff ; sisters Imogene Ruth 
Poff  and Catherine Louise Poff ; and a brother, 
Edsil McCoy Poff .

Th e family received friends and family on 
Th ursday, July 29, at McCoy Funeral Home 
in Blacksburg. Service followed visitation with 
Pastor Dwayne Martin offi  ciating. In lieu of 
fl owers, donations may be made in memory 
of Darlene to the American Cancer Society, at 
2050 Langhorne Rd., Suite 201, Lynchburg, 
VA 24501.

Light, Jr., Dewey “Sonny” Allen 
Dewey “Sonny” Allen Light, Jr., of Chris-

tiansburg, passed away on July 27, 2021, in 
his home.

Sonny was born in Christiansburg on Sept. 
12, 1945. He graduated from Christiansburg 
High School and went on to attend James 
Madison University and eventually own his 
own business refi nishing furniture until his 
retirement.

Sonny proudly served his country in the 
U.S. Air Force during the Vietnam War. He 
was preceded in death by his mother and 
father, Dewey Allen Light, Sr., and Beatrice 
Dove Light, as well as his brother, Steve Light. 

Surviving are his siblings and their spous-

es, Rose and Jim Stone, Judy Lafon, Connie 
Vanhoozier, and Michael and Karen Light as 
well as his sister-in-law, Colleen Light. He is 
also survived by numerous beloved nieces and 
nephews and several dear friends.

Th e family received friends from 3 to 5 
p.m. on Sunday, Aug. 1, 2021 at the McCoy 
Funeral Home, 150 Country Club Dr. SW, 
Blacksburg, Va. A graveside service was held 
at the Committal Shelter of the Southwest 
Virginia Veterans Cemetery, 5550 Bagging 
Plant Rd., Dublin, Va. on Mon., Aug. 2, 
2021 at 10 a.m.

Arrangements by McCoy Funeral Home, 
Blacksburg.

McGreevy, Kevin Michael 
Kevin Michael McGreevy, 69, passed 

away at his home in Radford on Saturday, 
July 24, 2021.

He was the son of Edgar “Ned” and Mar-
tha Anne McGreevy. He was preceded in 
death by his brothers, Gregg and Brian.

He is survived by three nephews and 

many friends.
Graveside services will be held at 10 a.m. 

on Th ursday, Aug. 5, 2021, at the Highland 
Memory Gardens in Dublin.

Th e McGreevy family is in the care of 
Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory. www.
mullinsfuneralhome.com 

Phillips, Sandra Lou Weaver 
Sandra Lou Weaver Phillips, 79, of Chris-

tiansburg, passed away Th ursday, July 29, 
2021.

She was preceded in death by her parents, 
William and Louise Weaver, and her hus-
band, Arnold Davis Phillips, Sr. 

Survivors include her sons and daugh-
ters-in-law, Bobby and Tanya Phillips of 
Christiansburg, Greg and Melissa Phillips 
of Riner, and Arnold Phillips, Jr., of Floyd; 
daughters Sherry Phillips of Christiansburg 

and Sandy Phillips of Roanoke; 10 grand-
children, April, David, Kim, Stevie, Amber, 
Molly, Robbie, Ashley, and Bradi and John 
Davis; a brother, John Weaver of Radford, 
and many other relatives and friends.

A graveside service was held on Sunday, 
Aug. 1, 2021, in the Haley Cemetery in 
Pulaski with Minister John Croft and Rudy 
Shelburne offi  ciating

Th e Phillips family is in the care of Mull-
ins Funeral Home & Crematory in Radford.

Sheppard, Shirley D.
Shirley D. Sheppard, 84, 

of Radford, died Saturday, 
July 31, 2021, at her home.

She was born in Mont-
gomery County on April 13, 
1937.

She was preceded in death 
by her son, Frankie Price; a 
sister, Reda Hixon; and her 
brothers, James Graves and 
Curtis Graves.

Shirley was a very loving and caring wife, 
mother, aunt, grandmother, and great-
grandmother. She was a cook for the chil-
dren at Carousel Daycare for 30-plus years.

She is survived her husband, Lewis Shep-
pard; her children, James Price (Allen), Ken-

dall Price, Danny Price, and 
Scott Sheppard; grandchil-
dren Breanna Price, April 
Price, Travis Price, and Tif-
fany Price; great-grandchil-
dren Isabella Johnson, Cal-
ista Price, Chyanne Byrd, 
Elsie Byrd, Lily Price, Mad-
dy Price, Declan Price, Reid 
Price, and Rayeden Price; 
and a sister, Ruth Davis.

Funeral services will be conducted today, 
Wednesday, Aug. 4, 2021, at 1 p.m. in the 
McCoy Funeral Home Chapel with Pastor 
Tim Spencer offi  ciating.

Interment will follow in the Southwest 
Virginia Veterans Cemetery in Dublin.

Vires, Edith Altizer 
Edith Altizer Vires, 79, of 

Riner, passed away Friday, 
July 16, 2021.

She was retired from the 
Radford Army Ammunitions 
Plant.

Edith was preceded in 
death by her parents, Oakley 
Lonnie and Edna Teel Altizer; 
her husband, Eddie Wayne 
Vires; and her sons, Eddie 
Dewayne Vires and Michael Wayne Vires.

Survivors include her daughters and 
sons-in-law, Melinda and Eddie Azbell and 

Kathy and Delane Carico; 
grandchildren Tonya (Jessie) 
Hinkley, April Azbell, Kevin 
Azbell, Travis Vires, Carrie 
Vires, Audrey Vires, and Jus-
tin Carico; and many other 
relatives and friends.

Th e family received friends 
on Th ursday, July 29, 2021, 
at the Mullins Funeral Home 
in Radford, followed by me-

morial services with the Rev. Gregory Harrell.
Th e Vires family is in the care of Mullins 

Funeral Home & Crematory. 

Tolley, Elmer Wade 
Th e family of Elmer Wade Tolley (Pete) 

has decided to cancel their upcoming service 
due to the new COVID outbreak. 

Condolences should be sent in care of Th e 
Tolley Family, to 7011 Owens Rd., Radford, 
VA 24141.

In lieu of fl owers, the family asks that do-
nations be made to your favorite charity or 
church.

Th e Tolley family is in the care of Mullins 
Funeral Home & Crematory in Radford, 
Virginia. www.mullinsfuneralhome.com.

harm to the community,” Acting United 
States Attorney Daniel P. Bubar said. 
“We are grateful for the extensive inves-
tigation conducted by federal, state, and 
local law enforcement located in three 
states, whose hard work is holding the 
defendant accountable for his crimes.”

“Th is individual put the health of 
patients and his community in jeop-
ardy by participating in the prescribing 
of dangerous drugs and other medical 
treatments indiscriminately when he 
was not qualifi ed to do so,” said Virginia 
Attorney General Mark Herring. “Th e 
opioid crisis continues to devastate com-
munities and families across Virginia, 
and we will not tolerate healthcare pro-
viders who do not handle or prescribe 
highly addictive drugs appropriately and 
safely. I want to thank our local, state, 
and federal partners for their help on 
this important case as well as my award-
winning Medicaid Control Fraud Unit 
for their continued hard work and dedi-
cation.”

“Prescription drugs are to be pre-
scribed for legitimate medical reasons by 
appropriately licensed medical profes-
sionals,” said Special Agent in Charge 
Maureen Dixon of the Offi  ce of the 
Inspector General for the Department 
of Health and Human Services. “HHS-
OIG will continue to work with our 
federal, state, and local law enforcement 
partners to keep our communities safe 
from illegal prescription drugs.”

“Our investigation into Adams’s ille-
gal distribution of highly addictive pain 

medication at the height of an overdose 
epidemic emphasizes his criminal in-
diff erence for human life,” said Jared 
Forget, Special Agent in Charge of the 
DEA’s Washington Field Offi  ce. “Th e 
guilty plea emphasizes our commitment 
to the tireless work of investigating and 
prosecuting those responsible for fueling 
opioid addiction and deadly overdoses 
in our area.”

Adams pled guilty to one count of 
conspiring to use, in the course of the 
distribution of controlled substances, 
the DEA registration number of anoth-
er, one count of conspiring to distribute 
Suboxone, and one count of conspiring 
to distribute oxycodone, hydrocodone, 
morphine, methadone, and fentanyl. 
He is scheduled to be sentenced on Oc-
tober 29, 2021.  A federal district court 
judge will determine any sentence after 
considering the U.S. Sentencing Guide-
lines and other statutory factors.

Th e Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration, including offi  ces in Southwest 
Virginia, North Carolina, and South 
Carolina: the Virginia Medicaid Fraud 
Control Unit; and the Department of 
Health and Human Service are investi-
gating the case with the assistance of the 
Carroll County (Va.) Sheriff ’s Offi  ce, the 
Mt. Pleasant (S.C.) Police Department, 
the Christiansburg Police Department, 
the Mt. Airy (N.C.) Police Department, 
the Amherst County (Va.) Sheriff 's Of-
fi ce, and the U.S. Attorney Offi  ces of 
the Middle District of North Carolina 
and the District of South Carolina.
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for 2021. Students from 
nine universities across the 
country participated in the 
2021 NRV Experience. 
More than three-fourths 
(77%) of the participants 
attend Virginia Tech, and 
seven percent attend Rad-
ford University.

Other universities rep-
resented in this year’s co-
hort were Georgia Tech, 
Liberty University, the 
University of Houston, 
New York University, the 
University of Connecti-
cut, Texas A&M, and 
Louisiana State Univer-
sity.

Th e 2021 NRV Ex-
perience began with a 
kick-off  event at Sinkland 
Farms on June 3, 2021, 
and continued through 
July. At the kick-off  event, 
Onward NRV Director 
of Marketing Katie Bo-
swell and former Director 
of Business Engagement 
James Cabler presented 
the details of the program 
to the interns and dis-
cussed what to expect dur-
ing the summer. Interns 
then received professional 
development training and 
practiced networking with 
the help of Amy Baldwin, 
Vice President of Partner-
ships at Exelaration.  

 Th roughout the 
months of June and July, 
the interns explored the 
region by participating in 
fi ve excursions. Each ex-
cursion was designed to 
highlight one of the fi ve 
communities in the New 
River Valley. Onward 
NRV partnered with the 
local tourism directors 
from Floyd County, Giles 
County, Montgomery 
County, Pulaski County, 
and the City of Radford 
to organize and run the 
excursions for the interns. 
During each excursion, 
the local tourism director 
spoke to the group about 
the exciting and unique 
amenities available in their 
community.

In addition to experi-
encing each community 
during every excursion, 
the team at Exelaration 
provided professional de-
velopment training for 
the interns. Training was 
designed to assist partici-
pants with their summer 
internships as well as give 
them skills needed in 
their future careers. Prior 
to each excursion, the 
interns viewed a profes-
sional development video. 
Th ey then participated in 
a discussion of the video 
during the excursion with 
Baldwin. Th e videos cov-
ered topics that included 
emotional intelligence, 
communication skills, 
problem solving with a 
team, leadership skills, 
and an introduction to 
Agile. 

“Th e NRV Experience 
2021 was a great success,” 
said Boswell. “Th e in-
terns participating in our 
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program had a fun-fi lled 
summer exploring the New 
River Valley and experienc-
ing the full benefi ts of living 
and working in our region. 
We hope that this summer’s 
participants will consider 
making the NRV home af-
ter they graduate.”

Th e NRV Experience 
2021 culminated on Fri-
day, July 30, with a wrap-
up event at the Eastern 
Divide Brewing Company 
from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. A 
ceremony celebrated the in-
terns, and every intern who 
graduated from the pro-
gram received a certifi cate 
of completion.

Interns from 15 local 
companies graduated from 
the program: the 1901 
Group, Automation Cre-
ations Inc., Ameriprise 
Financial, Celanese, Gay 
& Neel, InMotion, Inor-
ganic Ventures, Kollmorgen, 
Manufacturing Service Solu-
tions, MELD Manufactur-
ing, Moog, Ozmo, Radford 
University, TECHLAB, and 
Wolverine.

After the ceremony, 
interns had the opportu-
nity to network with their 
employers, representatives 
from local alumni groups 
and young professional or-
ganizations.
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OPINION

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Ponds
 6. “Unbelievable” musicians
 9. Invests in little enterprises
13. Longtime Utah Jazz coach
14. Small sailboat
15. “Luther” actor
16. Round Dutch cheese
17. Detects underwater 
objects
18. Harsh, grating noise
19. Steward
21. Fencing sword
22. Painful places on the body
23. “Sleepless in Seattle” 
actress Ryan
24. Sodium
25. Engineering degree (abbr.)
28. Small lump
29. African antelope
31. Electronic point of sale
33. Carefully chooses
36. Ringworm

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

38. Unrefi ned
39. Drenches
41. Type of pants
44. Son of Noah
45. Spiritual being
46. Upton Sinclair novel
48. Journalist Tarbell
49. Atomic #21 (abbr.)
51. Born  of
52. Rich tapestry
54. S. China seaport
56. Being without clothes
60. Surrounded by
61. Remains
62. Away from wind
63. Dried-up
64. One who can see the 
future
65. A very large body of 
water
66. Digs up earth
67. Type of screen
68. Old Norse poet

CLUES DOWN
 1. Millisecond
 2. Spanish city
 3. Sudden, very loud sound
 4. Type of chair
 5. Tin
 6. Sea eagles
 7. Broad volcanic crater
 8. Some animals have it
 9. Ottoman palaces
10. Divulge a secret
11. “A Doll’s House” playwright
12. “It’s a Wonderful Life” director
14. Poisonous perennial
17. Gulf in the Aegean
20. Clothes
21. Chairs
23. Family of regulator genes
25. NY ballplayer
26. Impressive in size or scope
27. Jacques __, Fr. biologist
29. Manhattanite
30. Genus of lemurs

32. Sings to
34. River in southern Italy
35. Supplemented with 
diffi culty
37. Farewell
40. Senior offi cer
42. Utah resident
43. Begets
47. Boy
49. Violently break
50. Brief appearance
52. Expressed pleasure
53. A light informal meal
55. Fabric with smooth 
fi nish
56. One billionth of a 
second (abbr.)
57. Ancient Greek City
58. Close tightly
59. Commit
61. A way to communicate 
(abbr.)
65. Heavy metal

Governor to direct $114 million to promote 
public safety and to prevent and reduce crime

Virginia Governor Ralph 
Northam last week announced 
that Virginia plans to direct 
more than $114 million in fed-
eral and state funding to sup-
port public safety initiatives 
across the Commonwealth.

The governor’s proposal 
includes $62 million in haz-
ard pay and compensation for 
public safety officials, $35 mil-
lion to address COVID-19 in 
correctional facilities, and $17 
million for crime reduction 
and prevention programs and 
services for victims of crime.

“We are grateful for Vir-
ginia’s public safety officials 
who have worked overtime 
throughout the COVID-19 
pandemic,” said the governor. 
“This critical investment will 
give us more resources to re-
cruit and retain law enforce-
ment and correctional officers, 
bolster our efforts to reduce 
gun violence, and help ensure 
the safety of families and com-
munities across the common-
wealth.”

The proposed investment 
includes state funding as well 
as federal dollars from the 
American Rescue Plan (ARP). 

The governor’s plan includes 
$20 million for Virginia State 
Police, $10 million for the De-
partment of Corrections, and 
$11 million to address critical 
staffing shortages at local and 
regional jails and sheriff ’s de-
partments.

This also includes compen-
sation for medical contractors, 
cafeteria and janitorial work-
ers, and other support staff. 
The two-year budget that the 
governor will submit in De-
cember will include an addi-
tional $20 million to address 
pay scale compression for the 
Virginia State Police.

“The last year and a half 
have been tough on everyone, 
and this investment in public 
safety will provide much need-
ed relief to local and state law 
enforcement agencies and help 
localities to continue support-
ing victims of domestic and 
gun violence,” said Secretary 
of Public Safety and Home-
land Security Brian Moran. 
“This funding is in recogni-
tion of the critical jobs they 
perform.”

“Recruitment and pay com-
pression issues have led to an 

increasing number of vacan-
cies at state police over the 
past several years,” said Wayne 
Huggins, Executive Director 
of the Virginia State Police 
Association (VSPA). “These 
issues were only magnified 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
VSPA is encouraged that this 
issue is being addressed in an 
ongoing and comprehensive 
manner. We appreciate the 
governor’s support and com-
mitment.”

This investment also in-
cludes $35 million to address 
COVID-19 within facilities 
operated by the Department of 
Corrections and Department 
of Juvenile Justice. Funding 
will allow for rate increases 
for medical contractors and 
staff positions to support CO-
VID-19 management. It will 
also provide testing supplies, 
personal protective equip-
ment, ventilation modifica-
tions in correctional facilities, 
quarantine spaces, and tents to 
enable outdoor visitation.

“Today’s announcement 
shows that we are dedicated to 
protecting Virginian's families 
and keeping our communities 

safe,” said House Speaker Ei-
leen Filler-Corn. “I am proud 
of our strong investment in 
crime prevention measures 
and the commitment to sup-
porting survivors of domestic 
violence.”

“This has been a difficult 
year and it is crucial we use 
the available ARPA funds to 
support Virginia’s COVID-19 
recovery,” said Senate Majority 
Leader Richard Saslaw. “Law 
enforcement compensation 
has been a longstanding issue, 
and I am pleased we are able to 
address it now.”

The COVID-19 pandemic 
has exacerbated the demand 
for domestic violence and 
sexual assault programming 
and support services for crime 
victims in the commonwealth. 
Since 2019, the number of in-
dividuals seeking shelter and 
contacts to the Virginia State-
wide Hotline has risen signifi-
cantly. The funding proposal 
includes $12.2 million in new 
resources for victims of crime 
and survivors of sexual assault, 
domestic violence, elder abuse, 
and child abuse. An additional 
$1 million will be dedicated to 

the Virginia Sexual and Do-
mestic Violence Victim Fund, 
which will provide funding for 
prosecution and victim sup-
port. 

The funding proposal des-
ignates $2.5 million for gun 
violence reduction initiatives 
within the Office of the At-
torney General and more than 
$500,000 for the Depart-
ment of Forensic Science to 
increase capacity to analyze 
firearms evidence. An addi-
tional $800,000 for the De-
partment of Criminal Justice 
Services, which will admin-
ister a one-time grant to the 
City of Hampton to support 
an employment program for 
court-involved youth and 
adults facing barriers to em-
ployment, expands services 
for those participating in or at 
risk of participating in gun vi-
olence, and provides counsel-
ing or mental health services 
for those exposed to violence. 
These programs will work in 
conjunction with the gover-
nor’s proposal to invest ARP 
funds in community-based 
services and substance abuse 
treatment.

WalletHub: Virginia 16th 
best state for health care

Th e personal fi nance 
website WalletHub reports 
that the average American 
spends more than $11,000 
per year on personal health 
care, according to the most 
recent estimates from the 
Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services. Th at’s a 
daunting statistic consider-
ing that many Americans 
are still out of work or mak-
ing less money than usual 
this year.

Additionally, conditions 
aren’t uniform across the 
U.S. To determine where 
Americans receive the best 
and worst health care, Wal-
letHub compared the 50 
states and the District of 
Columbia across 44 mea-
sures of cost, accessibility 
and outcome. Th e website’s 
survey ranked Virginia the 
16th best state in the coun-
try for health care.

WalletHub noted that 
higher medical costs don’t 
necessarily translate to bet-
ter results. According to a 
study by the Kaiser Fam-
ily Foundation, the U.S. 
lags behind several other 
wealthy nations on several 

measures, such as health 
coverage, life expectancy 
and disease burden, which 
measures longevity and 
quality of life. However, the 
U.S. has improved in giving 
more healthcare access for 
people in worse health, and 
healthcare cost growth has 
slowed.

To determine the best 
and worst states for health 
care, WalletHub compared 
the 50 states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia across 
three key dimensions: 1) 
cost, 2) access and 3) out-
comes.

Th e company then 
evaluated those dimensions 
using a number of relevant 
metrics.

Th e metrics used in the 
cost dimension were the 
cost of a medical visit, the 
average hospital expenses 
per inpatient day at com-
munity hospitals, the cost 
of a dental visit, the average 
monthly insurance premi-
um, the share of high out-
of-pocket medical spend-
ing, and the share of adults 
with no doctor’s visits due 
to cost.

Among the metrics 
used in the access dimen-
sion were the percentage 
of residents age 12+ initiat-
ing vaccination, the CO-
VID-19 death rate in the 
past week per capita, the 
COVID-19 positive tests 
in the past week per capita, 
the quality of the public 
hospital system, the hos-
pital beds per capita, the 
average response time from 
EMS notifi cation to EMS 
arrival, the average emer-
gency-room wait time, the 
time before admission, the 
physicians per capita, the 
geriatricians per popula-
tion aged 65 and older, 
the nurse practitioners per 
capita, and the physician 
assistants per capita.

Among the metrics used 
by WalletHub in the out-
comes dimension were the 
infant mortality rate, the 
child mortality rate, the 
maternal mortality rate, 
the share of patients read-
mitted to the hospital, the 
share of hospitalized pa-
tients discharged without 
instructions for home re-
covery, the share of hospital 

patients who did not receive 
patient-centered care, life 
expectancy, the cancer in-
cidence rate, the smoke and 
heart disease rate, the share 
of adults with Type 2 dia-
betes, and the share of at-
risk adults with no routine 
doctor’s visit in the past two 
years.

Determined by Wal-
letHub worthy of ranking 
ahead of Virginia as having 
better health care were (1) 
Massachusetts (2) Rhode 
Island (3) Minnesota (4) 
Hawaii (5) Maryland (6) 
Vermont (7) Colorado (8) 
Iowa (9) Connecticut (10) 
South Dakota (11) New 
Hampshire (12) Pennsylva-
nia (13) the District of Co-
lumbia (14) New Jersey and 
(15) Maine.  

Determined by Walle-
tHub worthy of rankings as 
having the worst health care 
in the country (42 through 
51) were (42) Missouri (43) 
Nevada (44) West Virginia 
(45) Wyoming (46) Okla-
homa (47) North Carolina 
(48) Mississippi (49) Ar-
kansas (50) Louisiana and 
(51) Alabama.

WalletHub: Virginia’s 
unemployment claims 
recovery rate is still slow

As the personal finance website 
WalletHub has reported, the U.S. is 
making significant progress in the 
fight against COVID-19 with the dis-
tribution of the vaccine, and this has 
been reflected in the job market as 
new unemployment claims decreased 
week-over-week recently.

To identify which states’ workforces 
are experiencing the quickest recovery 
from COVID-19, WalletHub com-
pared the 50 states and the District of 
Columbia based on changes in unem-
ployment claims for several key bench-
mark weeks. The rankings showed Vir-
ginia is still among the slowest states 
in terms of the pace of its recovery, 
ranking 42nd.

Only six states had unemployment 
claims last week that were lower than 
before the pandemic: Iowa, Arizona, 
South Carolina, West Virginia, Arkan-
sas, and Vermont.

The good news is that every state 
had unemployment claims last week 
that were better than the same week 
last year.

According to WalletHub, 9.5 mil-
lion Americans are currently unem-
ployed due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. There were 400,000 new 
unemployment claims nationwide last 
week, which is a lot fewer than the 6.1 
million during the peak of the pan-

demic (a 93% reduction).
The key metrics the website used 

to determine its rankings, which ulti-
mately were based on data  obtained 
from the U.S. Department of Labor 
were the change in the number of ini-
tial  unemployment insurance claims in 
the latest week compared to the same 
week in 2019, the change in the num-
ber of initial unemployment insurance 
claims in the latest week compared to 
the start of 2020, the change in the 
number of initial unemployment in-
surance claims in the latest week com-
pared to the same week in 2020, and 
the change in the number of initial 
unemployment insurance claims since 
the start of the COVID-19 crisis com-
pared to the same period in 2021.

Th e ten states WalletHub determined 
to be recovering the quickest from their 
unemployment claims were (1) South 
Carolina (2) Arkansas (3) Iowa (4) Ari-
zona (5) Vermont (6) South Dakota (7) 
West Virginia (8) Washington (9) Kan-
sas (10) New Hampshire. 

Determined by WalletHub to be 
recovering the slowest from its unem-
ployment claims (42 through 51) were 
(42) Virginia (43) Colorado (44) Texas 
(45) Indiana (46) Nevada (47) Tennes-
see (48) Rhode Island (49) Michigan 
(50) New Mexico (51) the District of 
Columbia.

Submit letters to the editor 
to editor@ourvalley.org
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To place 
your ad, 

call 
389-9355

MAKE AN “A”
IN ADVERTISING!

BOOK YOUR SPOT 
TODAY!

To place your ad, 
call 389-9355

STATEWIDE  ADS

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration#
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and 

activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 

terms and conditions.   

For more information on dates and registration:
https://www.virginiaredistricting.org

Follow Us  @CommissionVa

COMMONWEALTH 
OF VIRGINIA  

REDISTRICTING COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARINGS

Hearings to solicit public comments on the  
drawing of state and congressional legislative districts 

in Virginia.

A total of eight public hearings will be held in  
July and August. Hearings are scheduled regionally 

both in person and virtually. Hearings will be  
livestreamed and archived online

VIRGINIA 
REDISTRICTING

TRANSFORM YOUR BATH OR SHOWER
IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY

CALL NOW

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This 
offer expires Sept  30, 2021. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 

for details.  ©2021 BCI Acrylic, Inc. 844-945-1631

Offer Expires 9.30.2021

NO PAYMENTS &
NO INTEREST

   FOR 18 MONTHS**

$500 Off*
OR

FOR

Military & Senior 
Discounts Available

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS

Auctions

Affordable Mini 
Storage, LLC 

Yard Sales - Craig 
County

Yard Sale 

Yard Sales - 
Radford City

Multifamily  
Yard Sale 

For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Quality Inn Radford 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. CL21-888 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ019381-01-00 

Help Wanted - 
General

TAP (Total Action for 
Progress) is the second 
largest community action 
agency in Virginia, 
employing more than 300 
employees. We 
encourage people to think 
creatively, grow 
professionally, and make 
a positive impact within 
the agency and in the 
communities in which we 
serve. 

 
Crew Technician 2-
ECHR 

TAP (Total Action for 
Progress) is the second 
largest community action 
agency in Virginia, 
employing more than 300 
employees. We 
encourage people to think 
creatively, grow 
professionally, and make 
a positive impact within 
the agency and in the 
communities in which we 
serve. 

Enrollment Specialist 

Help Wanted - 
General

Immediate 
Counselor 

openings with the 
Life Center of 

Galax.  

Caretaker Needed  

Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help 

Catholic Church in 
Salem is seeking a 
full-time Business 

Manager

(richmonddiocese.org/offic
e/office-of-human-
resources/?tab=3&sub=2)

dcogut@richmonddiocese
.org

Mill Creek 
Childcare Center 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

OF PROPERTY 
400 Quail Ridge 

Road, Fincastle, VA 
24090 

Tax Map No. 
72(8)28, Parcel No. 

23467 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Legals - City of 
Salem

Notice is hereby 
given to  

Legals - City of 
Salem

Notice is hereby 
given to  

Legals - City of 
Salem
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House-hunting 
couldn’t be easier.

To place a
 classified ad, 

call 540-389-9355 

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof Replacement 
& Repair

All 1st Responders and 
Health Care Workers 

receive a 5% discount

401K PLANS
For many individuals, this is their largest asset.

Let us help you protect what you have saved.

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

TALK TO WALT

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES
D I R E C T O R Y

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Find a job in your special field, 
or find the help you need.

Get rid of the old rattletrap 
while it still runs

Opportunity is  knocking 
loud and clear.

389-9355

   
   H

OUSE NEED A BATH?
SIDEWALKS

DRIVEWAYS

GUTTERS

HOUSES

DECKS

PORCHES

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708     USMC RETIRED    drillinstr@gmail.com

STATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADS

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 
other states.  Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target au-
diences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Vir-
ginia Press Services 804-
521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Vinyl Replacement Win-
dows Starting at $235* 

Installed w/Free Trim 
Wrap Call 804-739-8207 
for MORE details! Ronnie 
Jenkins II Siding, Roo  ng, 
Gutters and More!

GENERAC Standby Gen-
erators provide backup 
power during utility power 
outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and com-
fortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a 
free quote today! Call for 
additional terms and condi-
tions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a 

solar plus battery storage 
system. SAVE money, re-
duce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power 
outages and power your 
home. Full installation serv-
ices available. $0 Down Fi-
nancing Option. Request a 
FREE, no obligation, quote 
today. Call 1-833-688-1378

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFil-
ter estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Sen-
ior & Military Discounts. 

Call 1-877-614-6667

Dont let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone who 
struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or 
wants to regain access 
to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-888-
510-0805

Never Pay For Covered 
Home Repairs Again! 
Complete Care Home War-
ranty COVERS ALL MA-
JOR SYSTEMS AND AP-
PLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK 
FREE. $200.00 OFF   2 

FREE Months! 1-855-677-
4975

HELP WANTED 

HIRING? We can help 
you  ll your open posi-
tions! Promote job listings 
regionally or statewide! 
Affordable Print and 
Digital Advertising Solu-
tions reaching job seek-
ers. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia 
Press Services 804-
521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto: landonc@vpa.
net” landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-
one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member.  
HYPERLINK “https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com” 
https://hiltonoliverattorney-
va.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life Insur-
ance! No medical exam 

or health questions. Cash 
to help pay funeral and 
other  nal expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance 
Company- 844-509-1697 
or visit  HYPERLINK 
“http://www.Life55plus.info/
vapress” www.Life55plus.
info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with 
the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 
kit! Call 888-608-4974

STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS
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Montgomery Sports

Name: _________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________

City: _____________________State: ___________Zip: ___________ 

Telephone: ______________________________________________      

Check Enclosed _____ or call (304) 647-5724 to pay by credit card

Mail to:  Circulation Department, NEWS MESSENGER, 
P.O. BOX 429, Lewisburg, WV  24901 or call us at (304) 647-5724. 

SUBSCRIPTION TO NEWS MESSENGER
Subscribe online at montcova.com or mail to address below

PRINT ONLY

Yearly Print Only Subscription 
$44.00 Radford    $53.00 Virginia

$57.00 Out of State

DIGITAL ONLY
DIGITAL

& PRINT
One Year 

Digital Subscription 
$29.00

Yearly Print & Digital 
Subscription

$72.00

YOUR LOCAL NEWS

JUST THE WAY YOU LIKE IT!

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Guns and Hoses competes for Special Olympics

SUBMITTED PHOTO
First responders from throughout the New River Valley joined together at the Harkrader Sports Complex in Christiansburg for a softball game Saturday to help raise funds 
for Special Olympics. Firefighters and EMS made up the Hoses while police officers were on the Guns team. When the dust cleared, the Hoses, pictured above, pulled 
out the win in extra innings.

SUBMITTED PHOTO 
Mattox Adams of Radford (left) and Abby Neel of 
Christiansburg took gold this past week in the 14-and-
under beach volleyball competition in Lynchburg at 
the 2021 Commonwealth Games.  The two were in a 
pool of nine teams and dropped only one set all day 
on their way to the championship.

Volleyball Commonwealth 
Games champions Stephen Howard named new 

cross-country coach at BHS
Blacksburg High School has 

appointed former Bruin runner 
Stephen Howard as its new cross-
country head coach. Howard re-
places Brandon Bear, who stepped 
down at the end of the spring track 
season. 

Howard is a Blacksburg native 
and a former manager of the local 
RunAbout Sports store, which is 
owned by his former BHS coach 
James DeMarco. 

While pursuing a degree at Vir-
ginia Tech, Howard gained coach-
ing experience as one of DeMarco’s 
BHS assistants. For the past few 
years, he has coached at Chris-
tiansburg Middle School where he 
also teaches science.

Howard calls the new opportu-

nity a dream come true. In 2006, 
he graduated from Virginia Tech 
with a Bachelor of Science degree 
in biology and then added a Mas-
ter’s in science curriculum and in-
struction. 

After graduating from Tech, 
Howard moved to Korea where he 
taught English to students K-6. 
When he returned to the states, he 
served as a zookeeper at the Vir-
ginia Aquarium in Virginia Beach.

He spent four years at Chris-
tiansburg Middle School and was 
named the school’s teacher of the 
year this past year. 

Howard does not expect any ma-
jor changes in the routine at BHS 
and says his coaching style mirrors 
that of his former coach, who had 
a lot of success at the school.

Th e new coach will have some 
big shoes to fi ll. 

Bear coached seven state cham-
pionship teams and 43 individual 
and relay state champions. Two 
athletes broke Virginia state re-
cords across all classifi cations in 
the 2000m steeplechase (2017, 
Ben Fleming) and the one-mile 
race walk (2019, Oscar Codding-
ton).

Two BHS athletes currently 
hold 4A state Records in the in-
door 3200m (Kaitlynn Wolfe) and 
the indoor 55m (Cole Beck). Th e 
girls' cross-country team quali-
fi ed for the Nike Cross National 
Championships in Portland, Ore., 
every year Bear was head coach 
except for the most recent one in 
2019.

Howard and his team will host 
the Blacksburg Relays on Aug. 28 
and the Metro Championships on 
Oct. 20.

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Former rec youth supervisor 
Muncy named CHS golf coach

Former Christians-
burg Recreation Youth 
Supervisor Chuck Mun-
cy has found something 
to do in his retirement. 
He has been appointed 
golf coach at Christians-
burg High School. 

Muncy retired this 
past month after over 30 
years in recreation. 

In 2015, Muncy was 
honored with the Wayne 
LaPierre Sr. Baseball 
Community Service 
Award, which recognized 
his work with youth 
baseball and softball pro-
grams. The service award 
was presented by the 

Salem-Roanoke Baseball 
Hall of Fame that was 
founded in 1991 and 
includes the counties 
of Alleghany, Roanoke, 
Bedford, Botetourt, 
Craig, Floyd, Franklin, 
and Montgomery. 

Over the past 15 years, 
Muncy has served as the 
youth supervisor for the 
Christiansburg Recre-
ation Department. He 
has also coached youth 
football, basketball, 
baseball, and softball. 

He also helped jump-
start the Christiansburg 
Middle School baseball 
program and coached the 
team for several years. 

During his tenure, he 
also served as the super-

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

VT lineman Luke Tenuta 
has signed an NIL deal and 
will donate his proceeds 
to Micah’s Backpack, a 
program at St. Michael 
Lutheran Church that 
provides assistance to 
students and families who 
qualify for free lunches.

Hokie lineman Luke Tenuta donating NIL proceeds to Micah’s Backpack
to make money off  his 
name, image, and like-
ness.

Tenuta, however, is 
donating all the proceeds 
from his NIL deal to Mi-
cah’s Backpack, a program 
at St. Michael Lutheran 
Church in Blacksburg 
that addresses children’s 
hunger issues by partner-
ing with local schools to 
provide assistance to stu-
dents and families who 
qualify for the free lunch 
program. Each week dur-
ing the school year, stu-
dents receive a backpack 
with enough food for the 
weekend.

Th e backpacks include 
two dinners, two lunches, 
and two breakfasts.

Each week nearly 70 
volunteers from various 
academic, civic, and re-
ligious groups work to-
gether packing the meals. 
Partner schools then dis-
tribute the meals to the 
students.

Th e latest numbers 
show that more than 300 
students at 10 Blacksburg 
schools receive the back-
packs. 

Th e 6-9, 325-pound 
Tenuta said no child 
should go hungry. He 
started nine games last 
season at right tackle and 
was named to the third-
team All-ACC off ense. 
He was part of an off en-
sive unit that helped pro-
duce a conference-best 
240 yards-per-game rush-
ing average. 

Tenuta was a 2017 
Class 3A all-state pick 
at Western Albermarle 
High School and was 
recognized as all-confer-
ence, all-district, and all-
region. His father, Jon, 
recently joined the Vir-
ginia Tech coaching staff  
as a senior defensive ana-
lyst with over 40 years of 
coaching experience. 

CAMEO is a popu-
lar video service that lets 

fans pay to have their fa-
vorite athlete, musician, 
actor, or other entertain-
er record a short, person-
alized message. Iconic 
athletes such as Drew 
Brees, Mia Hamm, and 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar are 
all available for booking 
on CAMEO. 

Designed to connect 
famous people with their 
fans, the CAMEO app is 
one of the fi rst avenues 

that is attracting college 
athletes like Tenuta who 
are now eligible to capi-
talize fi nancially on their 
name, image, and like-
ness (NIL).

CAMEO has over 
30,000 celebs ranging 
from A- to D-list stars 
who charge anywhere 
from $5 to over $1,000 
per video. Th e company 
claims CAMEO makes 
the absolute best present 

and fan experience avail-
able. It is easy to use, 
the company says, and a 
large variety of celebrities 
and infl uencers are avail-
able to choose from.

Tenuta started his 
cameo requests at $20.

To donate to Micah’s 
Backpack, check out 
www.micahsbackpack.
org. 

Tenuta can be found at 
cameo.com/luketenuta.

Virginia Tech redshirt 
junior off ensive lineman 
Luke Tenuta is the lat-
est college athlete to take 
advantage of the chance 

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

visor for the Harkrader 
Sports Complex. 

This past year, Chris-
tiansburg notched a 349 
for fifth place in River 
Ridge District play. Re-
turning junior Seth 
Walker shot an 81 for the 
Blue Demons.
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If your child is entering 7th grade they 
Meningitis, HPV, and Tdap 

vaccines in order to enroll. Talk to your 
doctor and vaccinate them now!

Back
Schoolto

Hokies picked third in ACC’s Coastal Division
A preseason poll of 147 media 

voters picked the Hokies to fi nish 
third in the ACC’s Coastal Division.

Clemson is the media’s over-
whelming preseason favorite to 
claim its seventh consecutive Atlan-
tic Coast Conference football title

Th e Tigers, who posted a 10-2 
record last season while earning a 
postseason playoff  berth for the 
sixth consecutive year, were also 
chosen as likely Atlantic Divi-
sion winners. North Carolina was 
picked to fi nish atop the Coastal 
Division following an eight-win 
2020 season that culminated with 
the program’s fi rst-ever berth in the 
Orange Bowl. 

In the Coastal Division forecast, 
North Carolina received 109 fi rst-
place votes and amassed 979 total 
points. Miami (28 fi rst-place votes) 
was next with 881 points, followed 
by Virginia Tech (three-fi rst place 
votes, 582 points) and Pitt (one 
fi rst-place vote, 576 points).

Virginia (two fi rst-place votes, 
540 points), Georgia Tech (four 
fi rst-place votes, 340 points) and 
Duke (218 points) closed out the 
voting. 

Clemson was selected as the 
likely ACC champion in the me-
dia preseason poll for the fourth 
consecutive season and the seventh 
time in the last nine years. 

North Carolina was projected 
as the preseason Coastal Division 
champion for the second time and 

the fi rst time since 2016. Th e Tar 
Heels’ lone Coastal Division cham-
pionship came in 2015. Each of the 
Coastal’s seven teams won the divi-
sion from 2013 through 2019. Due 
to the 2020 pandemic, the ACC 
played a non-divisional format last 
season.

Th e key for Virginia Tech will 
be the home opener against North 
Carolina, which returns almost ev-
eryone on both sides of the ball. Th e 
winner of that game, I believe, will 
be the real Coastal Division champ. 

Th e Atlantic and Coastal Divi-
sion winners will meet in the 2021 
ACC Football Championship 
Game on Saturday, Dec. 4, at Char-
lotte’s Bank of America Stadium.

North Carolina junior quarter-
back Sam Howell was chosen the 

ACC Preseason Player of the Year.
Howell has thrown 68 career 

touchdown passes, the most through 
a sophomore season in ACC history 
and tied for the UNC school record. 
Th e Indian Trail, N.C., native led 
the ACC and ranked sixth nationally 
with 30 touchdown passes in 2020 
while also topping the league with 
3,586 passing yards, the fourth most 
in the nation. 

Howell received 118 votes at the 
quarterback position to lead all of-
fensive players in the Preseason All-
ACC Team balloting. He is joined 
in the preseason All-ACC backfi eld 
by running backs Zonovan Knight 
of NC State and Mataeo Durant 
of Duke. Clemson’s Justyn Ross, 
Boston College’s Zay Flowers, 
and Wake Forest’s Jaquarii Rob-

erson form a potent wideout trio, 
and Virginia Tech tight end James 
Mitchell completes the receiving 
corps. Georgia Tech’s Jahmyr Gibbs 
was chosen as the all-purpose back.

On the defensive side of the ball, 
Virginia Tech's DE Amaré Barno 
earned fi rst-team preseason honors. 

Barno (6-6, 235) enjoyed a 
breakout campaign in 2020 after 
making the move from linebacker 
to defensive end. He recorded 43 
total tackles on the season, includ-
ing 28 solo stops. Th e Blythewood, 
S.C., native led the ACC and all 
Power Five players with 16 tackles 
for loss and tied with Tech defen-
sive end Justus Reed for sixth in the 
league with 6.5 sacks. He earned 
All-ACC honorable mention hon-
ors last season.

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Pulaski’s Calfee Park honored as best of best
Pulaski’s Motor Mile Field at 

Calfee Park has won the 2021 
MLB Summer Collegiate Best of 
the Best award for the second year 
in a row.

Th e bracketed 16-ballpark com-
petition, held through July, saw the 
Appalachian League park receive 55 
percent of the fi nal-round vote over 
Pioneer Park, home of the Green-
eville Flyboys, in the fi nals. Overall, 

more than 500,000 fans voted in 
the annual fan competition.

Before the 2021 MiLB reorga-
nization when it was still the home 
of the Appalachian League’s Pulaski 
Yankees, Motor Mile Field at Cal-
fee Park was a winner in the MLB 
Rookie-level facilities category.

“Repeating as a Best of the Ball-
park winner is extremely diffi  cult,” 
said Ballpark Digest publisher 

Kevin Reichard. “Th e fact that Pu-
laski managed to do so even after 
an off season of major change is a 
major accomplishment and shows 
the community’s commitment to 
the team.”

“We are ecstatic to once again 
receive this honor,” said River Tur-
tles General Manager J.W. Martin. 
“It’s a testament to our local base-
ball community. Our fans make 

Calfee Park what it is, one of the 
best ballparks in the country.” 

Other fan favorites in the 2021 
Best of the Ballparks fan vote were 
Publix Field at Joker Marchant Sta-
dium, Detroit Tigers (Grapefruit 
League); Salt River Fields at Talk-
ing Stick, Arizona Diamondbacks/
Colorado Rockies (Cactus League); 
O’Brate Stadium, Oklahoma State 
University (college baseball); PNC 

Park, Pittsburgh Pirates (Major 
League Baseball); Las Vegas Ball-
park, Las Vegas Aviators (Triple-A); 
Dunkin’ Donuts Park, Hartford 
Yard Goats (Double-A); Clipper 
Magazine Stadium, Lancaster Barn-
stormers (MLB Partner Leagues); 
Maimonides Park, Brooklyn Cy-
clones (High-A); and Atrium 
Health Ballpark, Kannapolis Can-
non Ballers (Low-A).

Blacksburg golfer wins age group of Blue Ridge Junior Tour Championship
Th e Blue Ridge Junior 

Golf Tour completed its 
2021 season at Fincastle in 
Bluefi eld Tuesday with the 
tour championship, and 
Blacksburg golfer J.J. Robert-
son shot a 40, giving him a 
two-day total of 85 and the 
9-and-under age-group vic-
tory.

Th e winner’s circle is fa-
miliar territory for young 
Robertson as he won the age 
group for the fourth time this 
season.

Marco Beato of Blacks-

burg and Anderson Lilly of 
Oak Hill, W.Va., tied for 
second in the age group with 
scores of 97.

Here is a summary of the 
results from the tour champi-
onship:

17-18 Age Group Par 70 
6579 Yards

Tanner Walls of Mathena, 
W.Va., started the day with 
a six-shot lead, fi red a clos-
ing round 75 and won the 
age group by nine strokes 
with a two-day total of 148. 
Walls made 12 pars for the 

second day in a row, which 
didn’t allow any competitor 
to encroach on his position 
at the top.  Th e victory also 
propelled Walls to the Player 
of the Year honor in the age 
group. Logan Douthat of 
Pearisburg shot 77 on the 
second day to capture second 
place in the tournament with 
a two-day total of 157. Seth 
Walker of Christiansburg 
posted a score of 80 to fi nish 
third with a 36-hole total of 
163.

Joining Walls on the 

season’s All-Star Team were 
Douthat, Dalton Minnick 
of Abingdon, Jack Davis of 
Radford, and Ezra Drum-
heller of Prosperity, W.Va.

15-16 Age Group Par 70 
6168 Yards

Chase Coley of Chilhowie 
shot 73 and fi nished with a 
36-hole score of 145 to win 
the age group.  Coley entered 
the day with a four-shot lead, 
and like Walls in the older age 
group made plenty of pars to 
fend off  challengers. Coley 
tallied 13 pars during the 
trek around the 18 holes and 
added a lone birdie to secure 
the victory.  Major Ewing 
of Blacksburg played a solid 
round and shot 74 to fi nish 
with a two-day total of 150, 
good for second place. Ryne 
Bond of Floyd secured third 
place with a 36-hole score of 

158.  
Ewing was awarded the 

Player of the Year honor 
based on his play throughout 
the season.  Joining him on 
the All-Star Team were Bond, 
Coley, Walker Gillespie of 
Pearisburg, and Corey Powers 
of Check.

13-14 Age Group Par 70 
5365 Yards

Grayden Laird of Galax 
posted a score of 75 on the 
second day to fi nish with a 
36-hole total of 145 and win 
the age group. After post-
ing the low round of the day 
on Monday, Laird was able 
to hold off  challengers with 
consistent play. Th e victory 
helped him earn the Player 
of the Year honors in the age 
group. Ryan Highfi eld of 
Blacksburg shot 76 for the 
second consecutive day, yield-

ing a 36-hole total of 152 and 
a second-place fi nish.  Cam-
eron Sharp had a two-day to-
tal of 163 and fi nished third.

Joining Laird on the All-
Star Team were Highfi eld, 
Sharp, Carson Iroler of 
Galax, and Jack Skinner of 
Blacksburg.

10-12 Age Group Par 35 
2421 Yards

It took extra holes before 
a winner emerged in this age 
group. Campbell Sayers of 
Marion was able to outlast 
Tyler Stover in a playoff  that 
lasted four holes. After both 
players made a birdie on the 
par-5 third hole, Sayers made 
a par on the downhill 149-
yard par 3 to secure the vic-
tory.

At the beginning of the 
day, Sayers had a three-shot 
lead over Stover. However, 
the young player from Beck-
ley, W.Va., made two birdies, 
including one on the fi nish-
ing hole, and shot 39 on the 
day and 81 for the 18-hole 
total to pull even with Sayers, 
who had two birdies on his 
card as well and had posted a 
score of 42 on the second day 
of competition to earn the 
right to get into the playoff . 
Rylan McGinnis of Blacks-
burg had a two-day total of 
87 and fi nished third. 

McGinnis was named 
Player of the Year in the age 
group as a result of his stellar 
play throughout the season. 
Stover was named to the All-
Star Team along with Liam 
Smith of Elliston, Porter 
Laird of Galax, and Peyton 
Laird also of Galax.

9 and Under Age Group 
Par 35 1997 Yards

Christopher Rizo of Taze-
well was named Player of the 
Year in the age group for the 
consistent level of his play all 
season. John Cline of Raven, 
Robertson, Beato, and Lilly 
joined Rizo on the All-Star 
Team.

Radford’s Graham named Scholar-Athlete for Emory & Henry tennis
Logan Graham of Radford 

is one of three players from 
the Emory & Henry College 
men’s tennis team to be named 
a Scholar-Athlete by the Inter-
collegiate Tennis Association 
(ITA).

In addition, six E&H wom-
en’s tennis players achieved the 
academic designation.

ITA Scholar-Athletes must 
be varsity letter winners who 
carry at least a 3.50 grade-point-
average (on a 4.00 scale) for 

the current academic year. Ad-
ditionally, the student-athletes 
must have been enrolled at their 
present school for at least two 
semesters. Th e athlete’s cumu-
lative team grade-point-average 
must exceed 3.20 for the current 

academic year.
Th e ITA is the governing body 

of college tennis and oversees 
men's and women's varsity ten-
nis at NCAA divisions I, II and 
III, NAIA and Junior/Commu-
nity College divisions. Th e ITA 

administers a comprehensive 
awards and rankings program 
for men's and women's varsity 
players, coaches and teams in all 
divisions, providing recognition 
for their accomplishments on 
and off  the court.
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