
Potentially toxic cyanobacte-
ria have formed a “harmful algal 
bloom” (HAB) in Pandapas Pond.

Th is type of blue-green algae may 
produce a toxin that can cause rashes 
and other illnesses.

Th e Virginia Department of 
Health warns pond visitors to stay 
out of the water, and to keep their 
pets out, too. Due to relatively low 
body weight, children and pets are 
at greater risk of severe illness if they 
ingest the water. Pets also can fall ill 
if they get wet and then lick their fur.

Pandapas Pond is a pastoral, 
8-acre pond located just outside 
Blacksburg. It sits on the Eastern 
Continental Divide and is surround-
ed by a forest of hardwoods and rho-
dodendron.

A one-mile wheelchair accessible 
trail encircles the pond. A wooden 
boardwalk separates the pond from 
a small wetland area that is abundant 
with dragonfl ies, turtles, songbirds, 
and waterfowl.

Horses and bicycles are not per-
mitted on the trail around the pond; 

however they may use the 17-mile 
Poverty Creek Trail system that can 
be accessed from the upper parking 
lot.

HABs occur when warm water 
and nutrients combine to create fa-
vorable growing conditions for al-
gae. Th ey can become so dense that 
they turn the water green or bluish-
green and form scummy clumps or 
glops on the water surface that look 
like paint.
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Fall move-in at Virginia Tech 
is in full swing and continues 
through Sunday, Aug. 22.

Time slots will last 1.5 hours 
and are staggered to minimize 
traffi  c throughout campus. Stu-
dents who want to remain on 
campus after the end of their time 
slots should move their vehicle to 
one of the long-term parking lots.

Each student can invite two 
additional people to assist in the 
move-in process. Th ese two indi-
viduals should be limited to peo-
ple required to assist with moving 
items into the residence hall.

Students should be sure to 
bring their Hokie Passport on 
move-in day.

Hokie Helpers are on hand to 
greet students moving in, to give 
access to moving carts and/or dol-
lies, and to answer students’ ques-
tions.

Face coverings are required for 
students and their guests while 

indoors during the move-in pro-
cess. Students and their guests 
may remain unmasked when they 
are outdoors. Private spaces with-
in residence halls (i.e. students’ 
rooms) are otherwise exempt from 
masking requirements. Masking 
guidelines for lounges and other 
group spaces within residence 
halls are posted. Housing and 
Residence Life has masks avail-
able for those who require them.

Due to the university’s vac-
cine requirement, only individu-
als who receive a religious or 
medical exemption or reside in 
an area where vaccines are not 
readily available will be required 
to participate in prevalence test-
ing. Th ese individuals will be re-
quired to obtain a COVID-19 
test within 24 hours of arrival 
and, subsequently, on a weekly 
basis. All prevalence testing will 
be conducted at designated test-
ing locations.

Th ey’re orange, they’re 
electric, and they’re back. E-
scooters have reappeared on 
Virginia Tech’s Blacksburg 
campus as a continuation of 
a naturalistic driving study 
led by the Virginia Tech 
Transportation Institute and 
Ford-owned micromobility 
company Spin.

One hundred new e-
scooters are available at uni-
versity ride-share stations 

using the Spin app for short 
commutes across campus. 
A fl eet of approximately 
200 e-scooters will be fully 
deployed beginning Aug. 
25. Fifty e-scooters will be 
outfi tted with Virginia Tech 
Transportation Institute 
sensors and data collection 
equipment that allows re-
searchers to study riding be-
havior.

Th e e-scooter research 
study, launched originally in 

NRV Home Builders Association 
awards 2021 memorial scholarship

Hokies return to campus 
for move-in week

Potentially toxic algae are 
blooming in Pandapas Pond

Christiansburg -- Th e New 
River Valley Home Build-
ers Association (NRVHBA) 
has awarded the 2021 Rick 
Whitney Memorial Schol-
arship to Ben Schmitt of 
Blacksburg.

Th e mission of the NRVH-
BA Scholarship Committee is 
to support the future growth 
of the construction industry 
by providing aid to deserving 
students planning to enroll 
in construction-related stud-
ies at Virginia’s colleges, trade 
schools and within working 
internships.

Th e association requests 
applications from graduat-
ing high school students in 
Montgomery, Giles, Pulaski, 
Floyd, Wythe, and Carroll 
counties and the towns of 
Blacksburg and Christians-
burg and the City of Rad-

ford.
According to the associa-

tion, Schmitt became inter-
ested in the construction in-
dustry after building homes 
while on a mission trip in 
Mexico. He then started his 
own business doing small 
construction and renovation 
projects. He has been ac-
cepted to Virginia Tech and 
plans to major in building 
construction.

Rick Whitney came to 
the New River Valley area in 
1997 and was employed as 
Vice President of Construc-
tion for SAS Construction, 
LLC. Whitney was instru-
mental in developing and 
constructing Knollwood 
Townhomes, the Glen, Th e 
Meadows at Northside Park, 
Cedarfi eld Subdivision, and 
Cedarfi eld Apartments.

He became an avid mem-
ber of the New River Valley 
Home Builders Association 
in 1997, the Builder Direc-
tor in 1997, Vice President in 
1998, and President of the as-
sociation in 1999. As a father, 
Rick recognized the impor-
tance of education to young 
people. To encourage others 
to pursue their dreams, this 
scholarship was established to 
honor his many accomplish-
ments.

Th e New River Valley 
Home Builders Association 
is a professional trade organi-
zation serving the residential 
and commercial building in-
dustry of the New River Val-
ley since 1976. As the voice 
of the building community, 
the NRVHBA advocates, 
educates, and gives back to 
better homeownership for all.

The NRV Home Builders Association has awarded its 2021 Rick Whitney Memorial Scholarship 
to Ben Schmitt of Blacksburg, who became interested in the construction industry after 
building homes while on a mission trip in Mexico. Pictured above (left to right) are Cat White 
of Tyris Homes, Cassidy Jones of Slate Creek Builders, scholarship winner Schmitt, home 
owners association president Jeff Nosenzo of Brown Insurance, Ian Friend of SAS Builders, 
and Stephanie Bell of Gay and Neel, Inc.

Glencoe Mansion to host closing reception 
for gallery exhibit “Mountain Rail Tales”

E-scooters return 
to Virginia Tech

Pandapas Pond is an 8-acre pond located just outside 
Blacksburg.

Incoming VT freshmen begin moving into their dorms with the help of 
family, friends, and Hokie Helpers. Photo by Ryan Young for Virginia 
Tech.

Glencoe Mansion, Museum and 
Gallery will conclude its summer 
gallery exhibit “Mountain Rail 
Tales,” featuring the photography 
of Dale R. Carlson of Bluemoonis-
tic Images with a closing reception 
on Sunday, August 29, from 2:00 

to 4:00 p.m.
All across the Appalachian 

Mountains, culture has been infl u-
enced by railroads, which created 
new communities like Radford, 
allowed new industries to fl ourish, 
and provided convenient transpor-

tation for residents. When the rail-
roads ceased all passenger service 
in this region in the 60s and 70s, 
many depots were abandoned and 
the rails were removed. Many of 

Dale Carlson’s “Big and Little” is featured in his “Mountain Rail 
Tales” exhibit, which is on display at Glencoe Mansion, Museum, 
and Gallery through Aug. 29.

See Pandapas Pond, page 3

The Spin e-scooter app features additional safety 
features for riders. Photo by Sarah Myers for Virginia 
Tech.

Dale Carlson’s “Piney Creek Trestle” 
is on display as part of the “Mountain 
Rail Tales” exhibit at Glencoe Mansion, 
Museum, and Gallery.

See E-scooters, page 2

Meghan Marsh
Contributing writer

See Rail Tales, page 3
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EnjoyHobo

genuine leather

handbags in

great colors and

sizes...They even

improvewith age.

860 University City Blvd.
Blacksburg

Mon - Sat 11:00am-4pm (540) 951-8102
Always free and convenient parking

UPCOMING EVENTS
Through Saturday, 
Aug. 21:

Noise Alert I: Marching Vir-
ginians Band Camp

Th e Marching Virginians 
at Virginia Tech band camp is 
scheduled through today, Satur-
day, Aug. 21. Once classes begin 
on Aug. 23, the regular rehearsal 
time will be from 5:30 -7 p.m.

Saturday, Aug. 21:
Legacy Motown Revue
Join the crowd at Glencoe 

Mansion, Museum, and Gal-
lery, 600 Unruh Dr., Radford, 
from 7 to 9 p.m. for an evening 
of Motown music featuring the 
Legacy Motown Revue. Bring a 
chair or a blanket and join in for 
this “Evening of Motown.” Food 
trucks, beer, and sweets will be 
part of the fun. Th e gates will 
open at 6 p.m.

Eastmont Tomato Festival
Th is free outdoor festival fea-

tures contests for tomato art and 
tomato recipes as well as compe-
titions for biggest, ugliest, and 
best-tasting tomato. Participants 
can also don their best tomato-
themed outfi ts to compete in 
the ever-popular tomato pag-
eant and belly up to become the 
tomato-eating champion. Enjoy 
great food (including fried green 
tomatoes, BLTs, pizzas, tomato 
sandwiches and tomato bis-
cuits), live music, games, music, 
and arts and crafts. Th e festival 
takes place at the Meadowbrook 
Community Center courtyard, 
267 Alleghany Spring Road, 
Shawsville, from 10 a.m. until 2 

p.m. More information can be 
found at eastmontcf.com, face-
book, or eastmonttomatofesti-
val@gmail.com.

Noise Alert: Skipper to be 
Fired

Skipper, the Corps of Cadets 
cannon, will be fi red three times 
as part of the New Cadet Parade 
on Virginia Tech’s drill fi eld. Th e 
fi rst shot will be around 9:50 
a.m., and the fi nal shot will take 
place around 10:45 a.m.

Virtual Dungeons and Drag-
ons

Th e Radford Public Library 
is off ering both a virtual and 
an in-person one-shot session 
of Library D&D this month. 
To play virtually or to get help 
creating a level-four adventurer, 
email duncan.hall@radfordva.
gov. Otherwise, feel free to just 
show up. All ages are welcome. 
Virtual via Discord on Saturday, 
Aug, 21, at 4:30 p.m. and in 
person on Th ursday, Aug. 26, at 
4:30 p.m.

Monday, Aug. 23:
Blood Drive
Th e New River Health Dis-

trict and the American Red 
Cross are teaming to host a 
blood drive from 10 a.m. until 
4 p.m. at Blue Ridge Church, 
1655 Roanoke St. in Christians-
burg.

Radford City Council meet-
ing

Th e regular meeting of Rad-
ford City Council will be held at 
7 p.m. in the council chambers 
at 10 Robertson St., Radford.

Thursday, Aug. 26:
In-person Dungeons and 

Dragons
Th e Radford Public Library’s 

in person one-shot session of Li-
brary D&D this month will take 
place at 4:30 p.m. Feel free to just 
show up. All ages are welcome.

Saturday, Aug. 28:
Dialogue on Race 2021 Sum-

mer Summit
From 4 to 5:30 p.m. at the 

Montgomery County Moose 
Lodge No. 1470, 115 Fairview 
Rd. NE, Christiansburg. Th e 
theme is Student Voices: Refl ec-
tions on Race and Racism in 
our Schools. Register at https://
events.r20.constantcontact.com/
register/eventReg?oeidk=a07eib8
sml7c5bacc8a&oseq=&c=&ch=.

Triwizard Tri-Mile Trail Race
At Bisset Park at 9:30 a.m. 

Th is is a fundraiser for Literacy 
Volunteers of the New River 
Valley. Register for the Triwizard 
Tri-Mile Trail Race at www.lvnrv.
org/potterinthepark. For more 
information, call (540) 382-
7262 or send an “owl” to info@
lvnrv.org. Follow https://www.
facebook.com/LVNRV/ for race 
updates.

Through August 29:
Glencoe Mansion, Museum, 

and Gallery exhibit “Mountain 
Rail Tales”

Glencoe Mansion, Museum 
and Gallery’s latest exhibit, 
“Mountain Rail Tales,” featuring 
photography by Dale R. Carl-

son of Bluemoonistic Images, 
will close on Aug. 29. Everyone 
is welcome to visit the museum 
with no admission charge. Glen-
coe is located at 600 Unruh Dr. 
in Radford.

Wednesday, Sept. 
8:

Rent Relief Workshop
Virginia’s Rent Relief Pro-

gram can provide funds to as-
sist in paying rent, late fees, and 
other lease-related costs back 
to April 2020 for those im-
pacted by COVID-19. Learn 
about the requirements and get 
help completing online applica-
tions at Blacksburg’s Rent Relief 
Workshop at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Blacksburg Montgomery Floyd 
Regional Library. For more in-
formation, call the library at 540-
552-8246.

Brown Bag Book Club
At the Radford Public Li-

brary at noon. In September, the 
Brown Bag Book Club will be 
discussing Kate Moore’s “Radi-
um Girls.” Bring a lunch if you’d 
like to make some new friends at 
the club’s casual book discussion.  
In October, the Brown Bag Book 
Club will be discussing the classic 
Halloween read “Frankenstein” 
by Mary Shelley.

Saturday, Sept. 11:
NRV Regional Household 

Hazardous Waste Collection & 
Document Shredding

Residents served by the 
New River Resource Authority 
(NRAA) are invited to partici-

pate in the region’s Hazardous 
Household Waste and Docu-
ment Shredding Event. Residents 
interested in this event will need 
to call NRRA at 540-674-1677 
to schedule an appointment. Th e 
event will be held at 7100 Cloyd’s 
Mountain Road, in Dublin from 
9 a.m. until 2 p.m. No commer-
cial waste or commercial vehicles 
will be accepted.

Through September:
Blacksburg’s Market Square 

Jam 2021
Blacksburg’s Market Square 

Jam 2021 continues each 
Wednesday from 7 to 9 p.m. 
through September at Market 
Square Park.

Simply Elemental Art Exhibit
Th e Simply Elemental art 

exhibit in the Hahn Horticul-
tural Garden (on the Virginia 
Tech campus) is now on display 
through Sept. 30.

Through October:
Radford Farmers Market
Th e Radford Farmers Mar-

ket is being held each Saturday 
through Oct.30, from 9 a.m. un-
til 1 p.m. in the New River Valley 
Community Service parking lot 
(the old Wade’s parking lot) on 
West Main Street.

Christiansburg Farmers Mar-
ket

Th e Christiansburg Farm-
ers Market is being held each 
Th ursday through October at the 
Christiansburg Recreation Cen-
ter parking lot from 3 to 7 p.m.

Features +/- 1.29 acres with a 1,084 sq. ft. salon, a 2 bay car wash, a singlewide 
mobile home and an additional mobile home space currently rented. All 
properties have public water and sewer. Properties are on same survey and 
being sold together.
 
919 Newbern Rd – This property consists of +/- .398 acres with an owned 2 
bedroom, 2 bath 1991 singlewide mobile home which is rented for $350 / 
mo. There is space for another mobile home on the lot in which renter pays 
$175 / mo. for lot rent only. (2nd mobile home is not included in the sale)
         
929 Newbern Rd  – This property consists of a 1,084 sq. ft. salon, a separate 
carwash and +/- .9 acres. The salon has 1 bath, shampoo area and plenty of 
storage space. Has a covered porch area, gas furnace and electric wall heater.  
The car wash has 2 bays and according to owner, brings in around $800 / mo.

Preview Date – Thursday August 26th @ 4 PM
 
Terms – 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract price. 
Earnest Money Deposit of $2,500 required on day of sale. Close on or before October 25th 
2021. Subject to seller confirmation. Property sold as is, where is with any and all faults. 
Buyer is expected to complete their own due diligence. Auction starts ending at 4 PM on 
September 7th 2021. Please note that during the last two minutes of bidding, if a new 
bid is placed, the clock is automatically extended an additional two minutes. Download 
Bidder Information Pack at VaAuctionPro.com

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
Investment Properties for Sale in Pulaski VA

Ends Tuesday September 7th at 4 PM
919 & 929 Newbern Rd Pulaski VA 24301

Bid Now At VaAuctionPro.com

102 S. Locust Street, 
Floyd, VA  24091
(540) 745-2005

VaAuctionPro.com
Lic# 2907004059

Contact Matt Gallimore, Broker/Auctioneer at 
540-239-2585 or email Gallimore.Matt@gmail.com; 

or Mauyer Gallimore at 540-250-5051

Summit Bank to celebrate first 
anniversary in Christiansburg

a ribbon cutting and an 
open house.

Th e celebration will 
take place from 1 p.m. 
until 5 p.m. with the rib-
bon being cut around 1:00 
p.m. Summit’s branch is 
located at 100 Akers Farm 
Rd.

Hors d’oeuvres and 
beverages will be provided 
along with a special gift for 
the fi rst 100 guests.

Summit Financial 
Group, Inc., is a $3.3 
billion fi nancial holding 
company headquartered 
in Moorefi eld, W.Va. 
Summit provides com-
munity banking services 
primarily in the Eastern 
Panhandle, Southern and 
North Central regions of 
West Virginia; the North-
ern, Shenandoah Valley 
and Southwestern regions 
of Virginia; and the cen-
tral region of Kentucky 
through its bank subsid-
iary, Summit Community 
Bank, Inc., which operates 
46 banking locations.

initial launch on the Blacks-
burg campus, Spin has inte-
grated a host of new safety 
features in its app. For exam-
ple, fi rst-time riders will en-
counter an automatic speed 
reduction (10 MPH) dur-
ing their initial ride. Riders 
will also need to complete a 
safety quiz on their fi rst ride 
and every 30 days. Quiz top-
ics range from responsible 
parking, to scooter curfews 
and distracted riding.

Another new safety fea-
ture is the intoxicated rid-
ing test. Riders may need 
to complete a series of tasks 
within the app to test their 
reaction time before check-
ing out the scooter. Bolstered 
scooter safety operational en-
hancements like dual kick-
stands and hand brakes will 
also help ensure safe scooter 
riding and parking.

To mitigate the observed 
risky behavior, the Virginia 
Tech Transportation In-
stitute and the Alternative 
Transportation Department 
also off er the following tips 
for riders:

Never ride on grass or 
other unpaved surfaces. Use 
caution when travelling over 
ramps.

Wear a helmet when rid-
ing. Free helmets are provid-
ed at the Hokie Bike Hub 
inside the Perry Street Ga-
rage. Clip one to the outside 
of your backpack so you are 
ready to ride.

Be aware of your sur-
roundings. Get to know 
your scooter on a quiet street 
or paved area at a low speed 
before taking a longer or 
faster ride.

E-scooters will be active 
from 7 a.m. to a half hour 
after sunset. 

E-scooters must stay 
within campus limits and 
cannot be ridden in the 
Town of Blacksburg. Riders 
can view in the app where 
the available space to cruise 
is. If a rider attempts to use 
a scooter outside of campus 
limits, the scooter will au-
tomatically slow to a stop. 
Th e Spin app will continue 
charging the rider by the 
minute until the rider re-
turns the scooter back to the 
geofenced area and closes 
out the ride in the app.

Both Spin e-scooters and 
personally owned e-scooters 
(and other electric personal 
mobility assisted devices) are 
not permitted inside uni-

versity buildings. E-scooters 
and other electric personal 
mobility assisted devices may 
not be charged in university 
buildings or their exterior 
outlets.

E-scooters will be dis-
abled and/or removed in the 
evenings and in advance of 
high-traffi  c events including 
home football games, com-
mencement, and during in-
clement weather. E-scooter 
access on campus will be 
determined by the Virginia 
Tech Police Department 
chief and the vice president 
for enterprise administrative 
and business services and is 
subject to change.

For a limited time, Spin is 
off ering an orientation pass 
for riders to connect with 
friends and familiarize them-
selves with campus. Options 
include a 24-hour pass for 
$5 or a 7-day pass for $20 on 
e-scooters through Aug. 30. 

Regularly, e-scooters will 
cost $1 to unlock and 29 
cents per minute. Users who 
fi nish their ride and park 
their scooter in a preferred 
parking zone (as noted in 
the mobile app) will receive 
a credit toward their next 
ride.

the fall of 2019 and paused 
in March 2020 due to CO-
VID-19, records and ana-
lyzes trends in e-scooter rider 
behavior, interactions with 
other road users, and other 
valuable safety data.

Enhanced risks associ-
ated with riding on varying 
topographies and a need 
for increased safety educa-
tion on the importance of 
wearing helmets while rid-
ing were among themes that 
arose from the initial study 
phase data. 

“Data collected showed 
that transitioning between 
diff erent surface types — 

such as to or from pavement 
to grass — is 60 times risk-
ier than riding on fl at pave-
ment. We also noted that 
riding on rough or soft sur-
faces will at least double the 
risk of a crash or near crash. 
Th e risk is also three times as 
high when riding on grass,” 
said Michael Mollenhauer, 
director of the Division for 
Technology Implementa-
tion at the Virginia Tech 
Transportation Institute.

“We are excited to bring 
a new, more robust scooter 
to campus. S-100 7th edi-
tion has dual kickstands 
for increased stability when 

parked, three independent 
braking systems, and dual 
suspension for smooth rid-
ing,” said John Lankford, 
head of campus partnerships 
at Spin. “A vast majority of 
incidents on campus in 2019 
and 2020 were not caused 
by confl icts with pedestri-
ans or other road users and 
could have been prevented 
with more safety education 
or features. Th is is why we 
are investing heavily in safety 
education and additional 
features for fi rst-time users 
like our slow ride mode.”

With safety paramount to 
the riding experience, since 

Summit Community 
Bank and the Montgom-
ery Chamber of Com-
merce will team up on 

Wednesday, Aug. 25, to 
celebrate the fi rst anniver-
sary of the bank’s branch 
in Christiansburg with 

E-scooters from page 1
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Home with frontage on the New River, running into Claytor Lake! This prop-
erty is the ultimate recreational weekend retreat or year-round home! One 
level living featuring 4 bedrooms, 3 baths and +/- 1,737 sq. ft.  Hangout 
on the patio while overlooking the river flowing by. Very peaceful, country 
setting with no restrictions! The property has +/- 1.95 acres with a nice yard 
and frontage on the river. Located on the back side of Claytor Lake, ac-
cessed by the New River. You have around 100 ft. of water frontage where 
you can put in boats, kayaks, jet skis and more! This is a wonderful spot for 
fishing, camping and hosting family gatherings!
Within half an hour to Hillsville VA, Pulaski VA & 45 minutes from Christians-
burg VA. 

Preview Dates – Saturday August 14th @ 10 AM & 
Friday August 20th @ 5 PM

Terms – 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract price. 
Earnest Money Deposit of $5,000 required on day of sale. Close in 45 days. Subject to sell-
er confirmation. Property sold as is, where is with any and all faults. Buyer is expected to 
complete their own due diligence. Auction starts ending at 4 PM on September 3rd 2021. 
Please note that during the last two minutes of bidding, if a new bid is placed, the clock 
is automatically extended an additional two minutes. Download Bidder Information Pack 
for complete terms and conditions, purchase contract and maps at VaAuctionPro.com

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
Beautiful Riverfront Property for Sale in Draper VA!

4543 Clarks Ferry Road, Draper, VA 24324

Ends Friday September 3rd at 4 PM
Go to VaAuctionPro.com

102 S. Locust Street, 
Floyd, VA  24091
(540) 745-2005

VaAuctionPro.com
Lic# 2907004059

Contact – Broker & Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at 540-239-2585 
or email Gallimore.Matt@gmail.com ; Levi Cox, Realtor at 

540-230-7162 or email LeviCox87@gmail.com

Is it safe to send your child back to school?

With a resurgent pandemic back in force because of 
the delta variant, many parents are wondering if it is 
safe to send their children back to school whether it’s 
the Montgomery County Public Schools, Virginia Tech, 
or Radford University. Linsey Marr, a professor of civil 
and environmental engineering at VT, the mother of 
two, and a renowned expert on virus transmission has 
some advice on questions parents may be asking.

Q: Is it safe to send my 
child back to school?

A:  I’m not a child devel-
opment expert, but I am a 
parent of two kids and an 
expert on virus transmission. 
Our family talked about this 
recently and unanimously 
agreed that if kids are healthy 
and schools are taking proper 

precautions, then the ben-
efi ts of in-person schooling 
outweigh the risks to kids, 
even in the context of what 
we currently know about the 
delta variant. Or another way 
of putting it is that the risks of 
not attending school in per-
son are greater than the risks 
of attending.

Proper precautions in-
clude mandatory masking 
of students and staff , keep-
ing windows and doors open 
whenever possible to improve 
ventilation, adding a portable 
HEPA air fi ltration unit to 
each classroom, providing 
an outdoor option for lunch, 
and removing plexiglass bar-
riers as they have been shown 
to be linked to higher trans-
mission in schools probably 
because they block proper 
ventilation, along with regu-
lar handwashing and clean-
ing.

My kids desperately want 
to go back to school full-
time, in-person because it is 
much more stimulating for 
them. I saw them languishing 
last year intellectually, physi-
cally, emotionally, and social-
ly during remote schooling. 
Th e calculus has changed a 
bit because of delta, but given 
that vaccines are available to 
all those ages 12 and up, I still 
think the benefi ts outweigh 
the risks for my family.

Q: What questions should 

I be asking the school?  
A:  Are masks required? 

What have you done to im-
prove ventilation? Have you 
added a portable HEPA air 
fi ltration unit to each class-
room? Are the staff  members 
vaccinated? How are you 
handling lunch?

Q:  Are there extra precau-
tions I can take to protect my 
child?

A:  Get your child a high-
performance mask, some-
thing like a KN95, or KF94 
made to fi t kids, or a cloth 
mask with a fi lter layer. My 
kids wear tight-fi tting cloth 
masks with a fi lter layer of 
surgical mask material or 
HEPA sandwiched in the 
middle. Make sure the mask 
fi ts well with no gaps around 
the nose, cheeks, and chin. 
It should have metal around 
the nose bridge so that you 
can shape the mask to your 
child’s face. Teach your child 
that it is very important to 
wear the mask at all times, 
except when eating, and to 
make sure it fi ts tightly.

Q:  Should children wear 
masks in the classroom?

A:  Yes, absolutely. A cou-
ple of months ago, I was on 
the fence, but now that delta 
has emerged, I am fi rmly on 
the side of masking.

Q: What’s the risk of 
sending my child to school if 
the rest of the family is vac-
cinated?

A:  Much lower than if 
the rest of the family is not 
vaccinated. Th ere’s still a 
non-zero risk that your child 
could get infected, perhaps 
even asymptomatically, and 
transmit to family members, 
but if they are vaccinated, the 
chances of them becoming 
sick enough to require hospi-
talization is very low.

Q:  What words of reas-
surance do you have for par-
ents sending unvaccinated 
kids back to school in the fall?

A:  Th e fact that many of 
those ages 12 and up have 
been vaccinated is helpful for 
unvaccinated kids because it 

means that it’s harder for the 
virus to spread throughout 
the community. While we’re 
waiting for the vaccines to be 
approved for those under 12, 
one of the most important 
things we can do is to help 
others decide to get vacci-
nated. We know a lot more 
about how the virus spreads 
and how best to control it 
than we did last year.

Because the virus spreads 
mainly through the air, 
masks and good ventilation 
and fi ltration can greatly re-
duce the risk of transmission. 
Many schools operated in-
person last year and avoided 
large outbreaks if the school 
had strong precautions. CO-
VID-19 seems scary and un-
known, and we would love 
for there to be zero risk, of 
course; thankfully the risk 
for kids is much, much lower 
than for other age groups. 
We manage other things that 
pose risks to kids, such as car 
accidents, with strong pre-
cautions, and we can do the 
same with COVID-19.

Inmate dies at Western Virginia Regional Jail
On Wednesday, Aug. 

18, 2021, Landon Lee 
Davidson Lockhart, a 
22-year-old white male 
inmate at the Western 
Virginia Regional Jail, 
which includes Mont-

gomery County as part of 
its service area, was found 
unresponsive in his cell.

Jail security and medi-
cal staff  initiated life-sav-
ing measures, including 
CPR with an automated 

external defi brillator, and 
simultaneously activated 
911. Roanoke County 
Fire and EMS person-
nel responded to the jail. 
Inmate Lockhart was 
pronounced deceased at 

10:49 a.m.
All indications were 

that Lockhart’s death was 
due to suicide by hanging.

Th e Roanoke County 
Police Department has 
initiated an investigation, 

and an autopsy by the Of-
fi ce of the Chief Medical 
Examiner in Roanoke is 
part of the investigation.

Inmate Lockhart was 
committed to the jail on 
Aug. 18, 2021, and was 

awaiting trial out of Roa-
noke County for a hit 
and run accident, reck-
less driving, driving on 
a suspended license, and 
simple assault on law en-
forcement.

NRCC to off er early childhood development and human services programs
New River Community Col-

lege will off er several early child-
hood development and human 
services programs with classes 
beginning this fall.

NRCC will off er two career 
studies certifi cates in child devel-
opment and toddler and infant, 
a certifi cate in early childhood 
development, and an associate 
degree in early childhood devel-
opment.

Th e programs are designed to 
prepare highly skilled graduates 
for employment in a variety of 

early childhood settings and to 
update and enrich the capaci-
ties of those who are presently 
employed in the child develop-
ment fi eld.  Th e associate degree 
prepares students for transfer to 
a bachelor’s degree program in 
child development, education 
or related fi eld. 

Th e human services degree 
is designed to prepare highly 
skilled graduates for employ-
ment in a wide variety of human 
services settings, to update and 
enrich the capacities of those 

persons presently employed in 
the human services fi eld, and 
to prepare students for transfer 
to a bachelor’s degree program 
in human services, social work, 
psychology, counseling, sociol-
ogy, or other related fi elds.

Th e college also off ers a cer-
tifi cate in human services that 
prepares students for entry-level 
employment in the helping 
fi elds where the primary focus 
is on human and social services 
and for the associate degree pro-
gram.

Students who enroll in this 
program may be eligible for free 
tuition through the Virginia 
Community College’s new G3 
assistance program, a tuition as-
sistance program for any Virginia 
resident who qualifi es for in-state 
tuition and whose family income 
falls below an identifi ed thresh-
old. Eligible students may enroll 
in designated programs leading 
to jobs in high-demand fi elds. 
For more information on G3 eli-
gibility, visit www.nr.edu/g3.

Classes begin Monday, Aug. 

23. Prospective NRCC students 
may visit www.nr.edu/register 
for enrollment information. Ad-
visors are available at advising@
nr.edu or (540) 674-3609 or in 
person to assist with registra-
tion.

For more information about 
the early childhood develop-
ment programs, visit www.
nr.edu/ecd. For more informa-
tion about the human services 
programs, visit www.nr.edu/
hms or email Professor Bonnie 
Graham at bgraham@nr.edu. 

Pandapas Pond from page 1

these localities then strug-
gled to fi nd a new identity.

Fast forward to today, 
and many of those same 
communities have imple-
mented creative ways to 
reutilize their railroad 
heritage to benefi t their 
local economies. “Moun-

tain Rail Tales” explores 
these revitalized aspects 
of the region’s rail heritage 
through imagery, evok-
ing its former and current 
power.

Photographer Dale R. 
Carlson grew up in the 
waning days of passenger 

rail service and retained a 
strong fondness for that 
mode of travel with its ter-
minals, and its passenger 
cars and their rumble over 
the rails.

Originally from the 
Midwest, Carlson has 
practiced his passion for 

photography for over 40 
years in both his profes-
sional and artistic careers.

When Carlson and his 
wife Becky moved to the 
Blue Ridge Mountains, 
his photography shifted to 
a focus on this region. His 
works have been featured 

in numerous publica-
tions, including Western 
North Carolina (WNC) 
and Blue Ridge Country 
magazines. Th e Carlsons 
founded their photogra-
phy business, Bluemoon-
istic Images, in 2008 to 
off er his fi ne art photogra-

phy online.
“Mountain Rail Tales” 

will conclude Aug. 29. 
Works are on view now 
through then. Everyone is 
welcome to visit the muse-
um and attend the closing 
reception with no admis-
sion charge.

Activities that may re-
sult in accidental inges-
tion, such as swimming, 
pose the greatest health 
due to the potential for 
this algae to produce tox-
ins. Some activities such 
as kayaking, canoeing, and 
fi shing may continue with 

proper caution to avoid 
water contact.

“Th e Department of 
Environmental Qual-
ity will conduct follow-up 
sampling in September to 
check on the status of the 
bloom,” said Gary Cog-
gins, environmental health 

manager senior, New River 
Health District. “We also 
are working with the U.S. 
Forest Service to coordi-
nate announcements, to 
post signs, and to inform 
visitors of the bloom so 
they may take care to avoid 
contact with the water.”

Rail Tales from page 1
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I was one of those nerdy 
kids that you may have read 
about or seen in movies, the 
kind who knew (and still 
knows) the starting lineup 
of the 1961 Detroit Tigers 
despite the fact that they 
were not even a team that I 
followed. I knew ALL of the 
starting lineups of ALL of 
the teams.

Baseball was my summer-
time passion, my gateway to 
a larger America. We weren’t 
dragged around by our par-
ents from activity to activ-
ity in the summer; we were 
pretty much left to our own 
devices (and I don’t mean 
“devices”), and many of us 
picked baseball. We were at 
home all summer and we 
played “ball” in our neigh-
borhoods and followed the 
major leaguers every day as 
best we could on the radio 
and in the newspapers and 
the occasional blessed televi-
sion game on the weekends. 
We dreamed of being Dodg-
ers or Yankees ourselves 
when we grew up. 

I was not and am not a 
“numbers” guy. I wasn’t one 
of those kids who prided 
themselves on knowing bat-
ting averages and wins or 
losses or other statistics. I 
knew the sacred numbers of 
baseball: 714 (Babe Ruth’s 
home run total), 56 (Joe 
DiMaggio’s hitting streak) 

and .406 (Ted Williams’s 
batting average the last time 
anyone hit .400). I knew a 
lot of “stats,” but I preferred 
knowing players and teams 
and who did what to whom, 
not the numbers.

Here is just a sample of 
my baseball trivia knowl-
edge: 

Where was the Atlanta 
Braves franchise originally? 
No, not Milwaukee, like 
reasonably knowledgeable 
fans would guess. No, they 
were the Boston Braves. 
Th ey moved to Milwaukee 
in 1954 and on to Atlanta 
in 1966.

What teams played in 
the 1944 World Series? 
Two teams from the same 
city, but the city wasn’t New 
York or Chicago or any of 
the other cities with two 
teams you might think of. 
Final answer? Th e St. Louis 
Cardinals and the St. Louis 
Browns. An oddity brought 
about by the impact of the 
war on MLB rosters. Th e 
Browns typically were ter-
rible.

For those stunned by 
this answer, who were the 
St. Louis Browns and what 
became of them? Th ey have 
been the Baltimore Orioles 
since 1954. Th e Browns 
hold a special place in my 
heart because my dad often 
told the story about how, at 

ical practices who see these 
patients, namely the hema-
tology, nephrology and on-
cology patients. She described 
moderately to severely immu-
nocompromised individuals 
as those patients who have 
been receiving active cancer 
treatment for tumors or can-
cers of the blood; received 
an organ transplant and are 
taking medicine to suppress 
the immune system; received 
a stem cell transplant within 
the last two years or are tak-
ing medicine to suppress the 
immune system; moderate 
or severe primary immuno-
defi ciency (such as DiGeorge 
syndrome and Wiskott-Al-
drich syndrome); advanced 
or untreated HIV infection; 
active treatment with high-
dose corticosteroids or other 
drugs that may suppress the 
immune response; or asple-
nia, which is lack of a spleen 
and chronic renal disease.

Dr. Bissell pointed out to 
the press that these situations 
are very specifi c and repre-
sent “a very small percentage 
of our population – about 2 
percent.” She also warned, 
however, that local pharma-
cies and community provid-
ers “are already being over-
whelmed” with calls from 
people wanting a third dose 
who do not fall under this au-
thorization.

She urged those unsure 
whether they are authorized 
for the third shot to talk to 
their physician. “We’re still 
waiting for data and guidance 
on additional shots for any-
one else who received any of 
the vaccines,” the health dis-
trict director told the media. 
“Anyone who has been vacci-
nated with one shot of John-
son and Johnson or two shots 
of Moderna or Pfi zer is very 
well protected against severe 
disease, hospitalization and 
death amid this Delta surge.”

Dr. Bissell presented sev-
eral mitigation strategies to 
use in addition to getting vac-
cinated: wearing a mask and 
avoiding crowds and closed, 
confi ned spaces. Th ese are 
“good practices with other 

communicable disease out-
breaks spread by the respira-
tory route as well,” she said.

Dr. Bissell pointed out that 
the Delta variant is surging in 
the NRV health district’s re-
gion. “We expect cases to rise 
for the next two weeks before 
subsiding again in the fall. 
Th e Delta surge hit this area 
about the last week of July.”

Dr. Bissell reported 26 
people hospitalized with 
COVID with two additional 
cases under investigation in 
the New River Valley. “We 
are seeing case numbers rise 
in children because they are 
a signifi cant portion of the 
unvaccinated. Our younger 
children, those under 12, are 
not yet eligible to be vacci-
nated,” Dr. Bissell said.

COVID testing is widely 
available, according to the 
health district director. Anti-
gen testing is available at Wal-
greens in Dublin and Pulaski, 
and CVS stores off er PCR 
testing throughout the region 
as do MedExpress and Alli-
ance Express, she said. “Our 
pediatricians’ offi  ces are also 
off ering testing. Th e health 
department is off ering testing 
as well.”

Dr. Bissell reported that 
more than 79,077 individu-
als have been fully vaccinated 
in the New River Health 
District. She cautioned that 
95 percent of hospitalizations 
and deaths in this latest round 
of COVID-19 infections are 
among unvaccinated people.

“Our hospitals in Virginia 
and across the country con-
tinue to be under strain,” she 
told the press. “Ballad Health 
to our south has put elective 
overnight procedures on hold 
because of their surge coming 
out of Tennessee and south-
west Virginia. Th e Virginia 
Hospital and Healthcare As-
sociation daily dashboard 
this morning reported 1,137 
cases hospitalized with COV-
ID. Th eir trend graph shows 
those numbers have been in-
creasing since late July. Th is is 
refl ective of the Delta surge.”

Th ere was a quote shared 
recently about the growing 

sense of fatigue and discour-
agement, and I’m going to 
read this quote from a hos-
pital physician, the health 
district said.

“From the beginning of 
the pandemic, we got up ev-
ery day and risked ours and 
our families’ safety because 
we were trained to care for 
the humans who needed us. 
We did our part, week after 
week, month after month. 
Th en, with the vaccine, sci-
ence brought us a solution, 
and we could fi nally see the 
end of all those months of 
fear, exhaustion and sacri-
fi ce. But that’s not what hap-
pened. Delta has taken hold 
and hospitals are fi lling up 
again. Healthcare workers 
are again strained to the max. 
Th is time the suff ering is dif-
ferent because it’s avoidable.

“We are holding up our 
end of the bargain, but is 
society holding up theirs? 
Th ere are some people who 
cannot or have very good 
reasons for not getting the 
vaccine. But most people 
refusing the vaccine do not 
seem to be acting based on 
data or science. Th ese are the 
very people who reject sci-
ence right up until they can’t 
breathe and then show up at 
our door feeling entitled to 
our help, which we can pro-
vide because of training based 
on science. Doing this work 
is harder when some of one’s 
faith in humanity is lost. And 
we are burning through our 
most irreplaceable health-care 
resource: hope. We used to 
unite, take care of each other, 
and overcome adversity to-
gether, but many of us are 
left wondering if we really can 
come together as a society to 
put an end to this?”

“We have a new crisis 
intervention center in Rad-
ford through New River 
Community Services that 
can provide great support to 
treat people locally,” Dr. Bis-
sell reported. “Th e number 
for New River Community 
Services is 540-961-8300 
and the crisis hotline is 540-
961-8400.”
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. Feminist Lucretia
  5. Lacrimal gland fluid
  9. Airborne (abbr.)
 12. Double-reed instrument
 13. De Mille (dancer)
 15. Burn plant: ____ vera
 16. Represent by drawing
 17. Roy Harold Scherer
 19. Point that is one point N 
of due E
 20. Causing vexation
 21. Belonging to a thing
 24. Leg joint
 25. Suffragette Anthony
 27. Form a sum
 28. Point midway between E 
and SE
 31. Convert a hide into leather
 32. Radical derived from 
butane
 34. Priest’s liturgical vestment

 35. Goat and camel hair 
fabric
 36. Sticky
 38. Talk
 39. Committed information 
rate
 40. Strong twisted cotton 
thread
 42. 331/3 rpms
 43. Honey (abbr.)
 44. Founding Father Franklin
 45. Frees from pain or worry
 47. Tennis player Bjorn
 48. Not inclined to speak
 49. Shoulder blade
 53. Express pleasure
 56. One week before Easter
 60. Attired
 62. Chew the fat
 63. Weighing device
 64. Captain __, British pirate

 65. Tropical American cuckoo
 66. Any place of bliss or delight
 67. Remain as is
 CLUES DOWN
  1. “Rounders” actress Gretchen
  2. Off-Broadway theater award
  3. Grave
  4. Court game
  5. Pitch
  6. Sense of self-esteem
  7. Mandela’s party
  8. Lights again
  9. Likewise
 10. Film set microphone pole
 11. “Housewives’” Leakes
 14. A torn off strip
 15. Promotions
 18. A. Godfrey’s instrument
 22. Bill in a restaurant
 23. Cozy
 24. Knocking out 

 25. Polio vaccine developer
 26. Numeral system
 28. Former gold coin worth $10
 29. Swats
 30. Flows back or recedes
 31. Rotation speed indicator
 33. Respect beliefs of others
 37. Original matter
 41. Cologne
 44. Small round soft mass
 46. Kisses noisily
 47. Large passenger vehicle
 49. Prevents harm to creatures
 50. Songwriter Sammy
 51. Jai __, sport
 52. Payment (abbr.)
 54. Settled onto
 55. Incline from vertical
 57. Father
 58. Brew
 59. Strong desire
 61. Insecticide
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OPINION

COVID-19 update: FDA authorizes, 
CDC recommends a third vaccination

the end of WW II (the Big 
One), while he was on the 
way to the West Coast to 
be shipped to the Pacifi c, 
the Japanese surrender was 
announced as his troop 
train was approaching St. 
Louis. Th e train stopped, 
the soldiers disembarked 
and rushed into bars and 
less respectful places and 
danced in the streets. My 
dad? He went to Sportsman 
Park to watch the Browns. 
My research indicates that 
they played the Yankees that 
day. As James Earl Jones says 
in his famous soliloquy in 
“Field of Dreams,” “the one 
constant in America has al-
ways been baseball.” 

What was the original 
name of the Houston As-
tros? Th ey were the Colt 
45’s their fi rst two seasons in 
1962 and 1963 when they 
joined the Mets (the Metro-
politans) as the fi rst “expan-
sion teams” in the National 
League.

Where did the Oakland 
A’s begin? Another trick 
question. Recent vintage 
fans might remember them 
as the Kansas City Athlet-
ics, but the correct answer 
is Philadelphia. Th ey were 
the better team in Philly for 
many years.

Until the late 1950’s, 
Major League Baseball 
consisted of 16 teams, with 
three in New York (the Yan-
kees, the Dodgers and the 
Giants), two in Philadel-
phia (the Phillies and the 
Athletics), two in St. Louis 
(the aforesaid Cardinals 
and the Browns), two in 
Boston (my dad’s and my 
beloved Red Sox and the 
soon-to-be-much-traveled 
Braves), two in Chicago 
(the Cubs and the White 
Sox, the latter referred to in 
the media of my childhood 
as the “Pale Hose”), and one 
each in Washington D.C. 

(the Senators, sometimes 
called the Nats or Nation-
als: “Washington, fi rst in 
war, fi rst in peace and last 
in the American League”), 
Cleveland (the Indians), 
Detroit (Tigers), Cincinnati 
(the Reds of course, except 
briefl y during the McCar-
thy era when “reds” became 
a dirty word and they were 
called the “Redlegs”), and 
Pittsburgh with my “almost 
hometown team,” the Pi-
rates (the Battlin’ Bucs, the 
Buccos). Sixteen teams, 
ten cities (11 if you count 
Brooklyn separately), no 
“West Coast swing,” almost 
exclusively train travel, no 
long fl ights. A nostalgic era. 
A little before my time, but 
I have read a lot about those 
days. My baseball book col-
lection just hit 337.

Here’s another trivia item 
that is fascinating to me: 
Before 1969, there were 
no playoff s to get into the 
World Series unless teams 
ended in a tie after the 154-
game regular season. One 
team from the National 
League, one team from 
the American League (the 
Yankees by rule it seemed). 
So think about this part of 
baseball history. From 1946 
through 1962, 17 seasons, 
with the Dodgers playing 
154 games each season, 
they ended in a playoff  
series four times. A “fl at 
footed tie” four times after 
154 games: 1946 (against 
the Cardinals while still in 
Brooklyn, “Dem Bums”), 
1951 (against the Giants, 
the most famous play-
off  ever, the “Shot Heard 
Round  the World, ” Bobby 
Th omson’s homer in game 
three that broke the heart 
of everyone in Brooklyn), 
1959 (against the Milwau-
kee Braves with game three  
in the L.A. Coliseum, the 
Dodgers’ second season 
in California), and 1962 
(again versus the hated Gi-
ants, albeit the San Fran-
cisco version, with the last 

two games played in brand 
spanking new Dodger Sta-
dium, Chavez Ravine). As 
someone famously said, 
“You can look it up.”

So far you might fi nd this 
piece mildly interesting. For 
a baseball purist, at least of 
my vintage, these questions 
are softballs. Most of my 
close male friends would be 
batting 1.000. But now I’d 
like to tell a cute (to me at 
least) story about the role 
sports trivia played in my 
professional life.

Much of my law practice 
over the last 30+ years has 
involved the representation 
of a wonderful fourth-gen-
eration (now fi fth) newspa-
per family. I have handled 
their acquisition of well over 
half of their 50-odd daily 
newspapers, as well as many 
other publications and 
other businesses, including 
ski resorts and the majority 
interest in a major league 
team. Great fun, great chal-
lenges, great relationships. 
But if not for my fascination 
with sports I might not have 
had this opportunity.

How so? My fi rst “fi rst 
chair” matter for the family 
involved an acquisition of 
several newspapers at a clos-
ing in Seattle. Th eir largest 
to date. Th e lady in our fi rm 
who had been my mentor 
and the family lawyer up to 
then had just taken an early 
retirement, leaving this deal 
and my future relationship 
with the client squarely on 
my shoulders. No net. 

At the dinner our fi rst 
night in the great Northwest 
were the family patriarch, 
one of his sons who had just 
fi nished his education and 
was returning to the family 
business, and I. Th e con-
versation of course focused 
on sports. Th is was at the 
height of Michael Jordan’s 
ascendancy to NBA GOAT. 
Th e family patriarch (still 
living and skiing in his mid 
80’s) was teasing his son, 
who worshipped Jordan. 

He says, “Evans, I think 
you’re a knowledgeable 
sports guy. My misguided 
son here thinks some guy 
named Jordan is the great-
est small forward in NBA 
history. I’m sure you can set 
him straight.” 

Th e pressure was on! I 
probably shared the son’s 
opinion but I wanted to im-
press his father. So I began 
my thought process. Th e 
father had been in college in 
the early to mid-50’s, he had 
grown up in D.C.; we were 
in Seattle. After mulling this 
over quickly, I blurted out 
“Elgin Baylor of course.” 
Th e patriarch smiles, nods 
his approval and says, “Ev-
ans knows his sports.” 

For those less informed, 
Elgin, who passed recently, 
was one of the NBA all-
time greats. I remembered 
he had been born in D.C., 
had played his college bas-
ketball at Seattle U. and was 
of the patriarch’s generation. 
In other words, I pulled the 
answer out of my you know 
what. 

Th e rest is history. Th e 
deal closed, as did many 
others after that time.

I’ll end with my favor-
ite sports trivia question 
for folks who were kids in 
the 60’s. In 1963, the most 
valuable player in the Amer-
ican League, the National 
League, the NFL and the 
AFL (yes, it was a separate 
league) each wore the same 
number. Name them. Don’t 
cheat and google. Email me 
your answers. Th e winner 
gets my hearty congratula-
tions and robust respect. I 
only got 3 of 4.

Evans “Buddy” King 
is a proud native of 

Christiansburg, CHS Class 
of 1971. He resides in 

Clarksburg, W.Va., where he 
has practiced law with the 
firm of Steptoe & Johnson, 
PLLC, since 1980. He can 
be reached at evans.king@

steptoe-johnson.com.

Buddy King: Baseball trivia

As her weekly press brief-
ing Wednesday, Dr. Noelle 
Bissell, the New River Health 
District’s director, reported 
that the Federal Drug Admin-
istration (FDA) has autho-
rized and the Centers for Dis-
ease and Prevention (CDC) 
has recommended a third 
mRNA vaccine shot — either 
Moderna or Pfi zer only — for 
moderately to severely immu-
nocompromised individuals.

Dr. Bissell said the health 
center is actively reaching out 
and partnering with the med-
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State Fair of Virginia returns Sept. 24
Th e State Fair of Virginia is 

back this fall, running from Sept. 
24 through Oct. 3 at Th e Meadow 
Event Park in Caroline County, 
Va.

Online ticket sales will begin 
Sept. 1. Ticket information and 
other details are available at State-
FairVa.org.

“Th is event holds a special place 
in so many hearts across the com-
monwealth,” said Marlene Jolliff e, 
the fair’s executive director. “From 
those planning how to win a blue 
ribbon for their baking, to our 
youth working hard to get animals 
ready for competition and our 
vendors sharing their wonderful 
products, the fair is a celebration 
of tradition and communities.”

Guests can expect several fan 
favorites this year, including 
midway rides, racing pigs and 
chainsaw artist Ben Risney. New 
attractions include Scott’s Crazy 
Comedy Magic Show, a mix of 
magic, illusions and comedy, and 
the gravity-defying stunts of the 
Flying Cortes Trapeze Show.

Music lovers can expect to hear 
a variety of hip-hop, bluegrass, 
Christian rock, country, and al-
ternative-rock artists as part of this 
year’s state fair live concert series. 

All shows begin at 7:30 p.m. and 
are included in the cost of fair ad-
mission.

Th e fair will also host the Re-
venge Roughstock Rodeo, which 
will feature two nights of profes-
sional bull riding, bronc riding, 
and barrel racing on Sept. 27 and 
28.

For those seeking iconic fair 
food, everything from funnel 
cakes to cotton candy and turkey 
legs will be available.

Th e event showcases the best of 
Virginia, and hobbyists can show 
off  their creations in artistic, cu-
linary and horticulture competi-
tions. Updates on competition 
rules and guidelines also can be 
found online.

Th e fair’s many competitions 
provide valuable opportunities 
for youth involved in agriculture 
and allow them to benefi t from 
the State Fair Youth Scholarship 
Program. Since 2013 the fair’s 
scholarship program has awarded 
nearly 1,500 scholarships and has 
given over $570,000 to support 
youth education in agriculture.

Th e fair off ers more than 
$80,000 each year in scholarship 
funds through 4-H, FFA, and vo-
cational competitions as well as 

specifi c equine, fi ne arts, and hor-
ticulture competitions.

“Th e state fair, along with 
county and regional fairs, re-
mains committed to giving back 
and supporting Virginia’s youth,” 

Jolliff e said. “Many young com-
petitors often begin in livestock 
competitions at local fairs across 
Virginia, whose volunteers work 
hard to host events and create a 
positive impact in their commu-

nities.”
Th e fair will operate with safety 

guidelines in place, including a 
more spread-out footprint to al-
low some social distancing for a 
fun and safe experience.

ANGLICAN CATHOLIC
St. Peter the Apostle Anglican Church, 230 
W. First St., Christiansburg, VA.  Fr Peter 
Geromel OHI Th.M., Vicar,   Fr. Alex Darby, 
“Associate”, 540-382-0432/540-270-9166. 
Sundays: 8:00 am & 10:00 am Holy Eucharist 
followed by Christian Education and refresh-
ments. Holy Communion most Thursdays at 
12Noon, other Holy Days as announced. Tra-
ditional services use the 1928 Book of Com-
mon Prayer and 1940 Hymnal. Handicapped 
accessible. All are welcome. Come worship 
with us! Website: www.stpetersacc.org. Fol-
low us on Facebook
St. Philip’s Anglican Church, 306 Progress 
Street, NE, Blacksburg, Virginia 24060, (540) 
552-1771, www.stphilipsblacksburg.org. 
Reverend Fr. Wade Miller, Priest. Eucharist 
Sundays at 11am and Wednesday’s at 12pm.
St. Thomas Anglican Church - located at 
4910 Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Tradi-
tional Liturgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 
10:30 am.  Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.
sttofc.org for midweek masses and events. (In 
Roanoke, go E on Hershberger, L on Hubert 
to 4910).

BAPTIST
First Baptist Church on 3rd Ave., 215 Third 
Ave. at the corner with Downey St. We are 
committed to personal spiritual growth and 
to providing leadership in community minis-
try. We celebrate the dignity and worth of all 
persons, created in the image of God. Sunday 
Bible Study Groups - 9:45, Sunday Worship 
- 11:00. Website: www.fbcradford.org, 540-
639-4419. Worship is broadcast live on JOY 
radio, 93.1 FM and 890 AM.
Trinity Community Church, 1505 N. Frank-
lin Street, C’burg. John Altizer, Lead Pastor, 
Brian Cockram, Associate Pastor, 382-8121. 
Worship at 10:45 a.m., Outreach Ministries 
- 6:00p.m. Wednesday, Growth Groups - 
5:00p.m. Sunday, Youth and Children’s Min-
istry - 5:00p.m. Sunday, www.trinitycburg.
org

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Blacksburg Church of Christ, 315 Eakin 
St., 552-1331. Sun. Bible Classes 9:30 a.m., 
Sun. Worship 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m., Wed. Bi-
ble classes, 7 p.m., Outreach Minister Curt 
Seright, Community Minister Tom Gilliam.
Faith Christian Church of Christ, 305 3rd 
Street, Christiansburg, David Rhudy, Minis-
ter, 382-4628, Sunday School 10 am; Worship 
11 am; Evening Worship 6:30 pm; Wednes-
day night Bible Study for Women and Men 
6:30 pm. We welcome you to any and all of 
our services.

CHURCH OF GOD
New Hope Church of God, 1404 Mud Pike 
Rd., C’Burg. Rev. T. Michael Bond, pastor, 
731-3178. Sun. School 10 a.m., Worship 
10:50 a.m., 6 p.m. Thurs., 7:00 p.m.
West Radford Church of God, 1824 West 
Main Street, Radford, VA 24141, Sunday 
School– 10:00A.M. Morning Worship– 
11:00A.M., Children’s Church 11:00A.M. 
Sunday Evening – 6:00P.M., Wednesday 
Night – 7:00P.M., Pastor Danny Newman, 
Church Of  ce – 540-639-6562 or 804- 921-
0828.

CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
Christiansburg Church of the Brethren, 
310 South Franklin Street. Pastor: Paul J. Sto-
ver Jr. 540-797-5015. Sunday School 10 a.m.; 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.; Bible Study 10:30 
a.m. Tuesdays. Website: www.christiansburg-
cob.org. A loving family, fueled by the Holy 
Spirit, grounded in God’s Word, and deliver-
ing Jesus forgiveness and love to all people.  
Come as you are... you are welcomed!

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, the Path of Spiri-
tual Freedom, is located at 1420 
3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 24016.  
However, due to COVID-19, the 
Light & Sound Services and oth-
er ECK programs are currently 
available online through Zoom.  
Visit www.eck-va.org for pro-
gram listings, www.meetup.com/
Roanoke-Spiritual-Experiences-
Group, or call 540-353-5365 and 
leave a message.  We will return 
your call.  Also visit www.ecka-
nkar.org for more information 
about how the teachings of Ecka-
nkar lead you to spiritual freedom.

LUTHERAN
Luther Memorial Lutheran 
Church ELCA, 600 Prices Fork 
Rd, Blacksburg. Weekly Online 
Worship at www.lmlc.org. We are 
a Reconciling in Christ congrega-
tion that welcomes and af  rms all 
people just as they are. For informa-
tion on Bible studies and Wednes-
day Vespers, email luthermemorial-
blacksburg@gmail.com, or contact 
the church of  ce, (540) 951-1000. 
Rev. Monica Weber, pastor.

MULTI-CULTURAL
NON-DENOMINATIONAL

Christian Growth Center, 1850 
Electic Way, Christiansburg, VA 
24073 (beside Hubbell Lighting). 
Sunday Worship: 9:30am Prayer, 

10:00am Service *Nursery Avail-
able. Lead Pastor: Todd Hallinan. 
Founding Pastor: Rob Sowell. 
Mission: Sow, Grow, & Go Sow 
Faith! Grow in Righteousness! Go 
into all the world in the authority 
of the believer! 540-382-2908.
PENTECOSTAL HOLINESS

Merrimac Pentecostal Holiness 
Church, Rev. Richard Hall (540) 
552-7194. pastorhall29@gmail.
com. Sunday School at 10 a.m. 
and morning worship is 11 a.m. 
Evening service at 6 p.m. and 
Wednesday at 7 p.m.
Radford Worship Center, 1820 
Second Street, Radford, 639-
6287, Our music is passionate, 
our worship is real, and Pastor 
Hal Adams brings relevant mes-
sages for everyone at any place 
on their journey, Sunday Worship 
Experience at 9:00 AM & 10:45 
AM, Wednesday Family Night at 
7 PM, Children Ministry provided 
for all services, join us as Love, 
Grow, Serve,  nd us on facebook 
and Instagram
Walton Pentecostal Holiness 
Church, 4003 Morning Glory 
Rd., off Walton Rd. on Rt. 114. 
731-1755. Lee Sarver, pastor. 
Sun. School 9:30 a.m., Worship 
10:30 a.m. & 6: p.m., Wed., 7 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST
Asbury United Methodist 

Church, 500 Stuart Street, Chris-
tiansburg. 540-382-0743. Rev. Dr. 
Patricia Jones. Sunday School, 
9:45 a.m., Sunday Worship, 11:00 
a.m. All are welcome.
Central United Methodist 
Church, 803 Wadsworth Street, 
Radford. 639-3529. 8:30 a.m. 
Sunday Services: 8:30am (inter-
preter provided); 9:45am Sunday 
School (interpreter provided); 
and 11:00a.m. Wednesday Bible 
Study: 6:30p.m. Child care is 
provided. www.centralmethodist-
church.com.
St. Paul United Method-
ist Church, 220 W. Main St., 
C’Burg. Rev. Mike Der  inger 
(540) 382-2410. Sunday Wor-
ship 10 a.m., Sunday School 9 
a.m. Live streaming Sunday Ser-
vice - www.twitch.tv/stpaulumc
Wesley Memorial United Meth-
odist Church, 350 Stafford 
Drive, Christiansburg, VA 24073, 
Sunday School 10am, Sunday 
Worship Service 11am.

WESLEYAN
Christ Wesleyan Church, 525 
Harkrader Street, Christiansburg.
Public Worship service at 11:00 
AM. Sunday School for adults - 
10:00 AM.  Pastor: Gale Janofski  
574-306-7682. Website: christ-
wesleyanchurch.org

Montgomery County
Worship DirectoryWorship DirectoryWorship DirectoryWorship DirectoryWorship Directoryworship directoryworship directory

Read Jeremiah 44:1 through 
46:28

Baruch was Jeremiah’s faithful 
assistant. When Jeremiah was 
persecuted, Baruch was perse-
cuted alongside him. He record-
ed Jeremiah’s prophetic words 
and often read them to the 
people in spite of great danger.

Not only did Baruch share Jer-
emiah’s persecution, but he 
also shared the prophet’s inner 
turmoil at the judgments God 
announced. Jeremiah is the 
“weeping prophet,” so Baruch 
could be called be the “weep-
ing assistant.”

“You said, ‘Woe to me! The Lord 
has added sorrow to my pain; I 
am worn out with groaning and 
fi nd no rest’” (Jeremiah 45:3).

Sometimes it feels like God 

adds sorrow to pain. But just 
as God gave Baruch a word of 
comfort, we can be sure that 
God’s heart is to comfort us 
when we fi nd ourselves in sor-
row and pain.

In verse 5, God promised Baruch 
that He would personally pro-
tect him. Even though trouble 
seemed to follow him through 
life, the presence of the Lord 
would protect him wherever he 
went. This same promise of pro-
tection is also for us in our times 
of grief.

Thought for Today: God will 
comfort us.

Quicklook: Jeremiah 45:1–5

Baruch’s Message

If your church is not listed and if you are interested, 
call Randy Thompson at 540-389-9355
or email at advertise@ourvalley.org



Page 6 • Saturday, August 21, 2021 • News Messenger www.ourvalley.org

Beautiful, well maintained brick ranch home for sale. Built in 1946 and is in 
good condition. There are 2 bedrooms on the main level along with one 
bath. Large covered slate porches on the side and front of the home. Fea-
tures forced air oil heat and central air. The main level has 1,365 +/- sq. ft.  Has 
a full, partially finished basement. There is a large patio off the family room. 
Plenty of room in the finished area for a bath and bedroom. Total basement 
square footage is 1,560 with an estimated 700 sq. ft. finished with carpet 
floors. A portion of the unfinished basement is a nice storage area under side 
deck with outside access. There is also a single garage in the basement, great 
for storage or parking.  Beautifully landscaped & well maintained yard. Paved 
driveway, detached garage and detached carport.
Located just minutes from Riner and Christiansburg VA. It is also just short 
drive to Blacksburg VA and Radford VA, home of Virginia Tech and Radford 
University!
Property is located in the Riner VA area but has a Christiansburg address. 
Located in the Auburn School District.

Preview– Saturday August 14th @ 1 PM
General Terms and Conditions – 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to 
arrive at contract price. $5,000 Earnest Money Deposit due day of sale. Close in 45 days. 
Subject to seller confirmation. Property sold as is, where is with any and all faults. Buyer is 
expected to complete their own due diligence. Auction starts ending at 4 PM on August 
31st 2021. Please note that during the last two minutes of bidding, if a new bid is placed, 
the clock is automatically extended an additional two minutes. Download Bidder Infor-
mation Pack for complete terms and conditions, purchase contract and maps.

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
Brick Home for Sale in Riner VA!

3245 Riner Road, Christiansburg, VA 24073

Ends Tuesday August 31st at 4 PM
Bid Now at VaAuctionPro.com

102 S. Locust Street, 
Floyd, VA  24091
(540) 745-2005

VaAuctionPro.com
Lic# 2907004059

Contact – Broker & Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at 
540-239-2585 or email gallimore.matt@gmail.com ; 

You can also contact Dale Moran, Auctioneer & Realtor at 
540-392-9900 or email dalemoran@swva.net

• All Types and Styles of Hearing Aids Available
• Hearing Screening – No Charge
• Hearing Aid batteries – All Sizes
• 10 Point Hearing Aid Cleaning & Checkup,
 All Makes and Models – No Charge

Experienced Specialists
And Audiologists Will
Answer Your Hearing

Loss Questions

Payment/Lease plans available. Approved for Medicare supplement plans including 
Anthem, Humana, AARP, and Federal Employee plans

© 2021 Beltone

A+ Rating

Thursday, August 26th - 9:00 – Noon
Warm Hearth Village - Carson Library In New River House

2607 Warm Hearth Drive, Blacksburg
Come in – or – call for appointment 800-553-5993 

Joshua Overton 
Hearing Aid Specialist

OBITUARIES
Simpkins, Teresa 

Ann Dobbins
Teresa Ann Dobbins 

Simpkins, 65, passed away 
Monday, Aug. 16, 2021.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, Mavis 
and Joan Dobbins, and a sis-
ter, Dolly Cochran.

Survivors include her 
husband, Bentley S. Simp-
kins; daughters Guinevere 
Wiggs, Kellie Simpkins, and 
Melissa Bolling; sons Aaron 
Bolling, Jr., and Chris Simp-
kins; 11 grandchildren and 
three great-grandchildren; a special daugh-
ter, Chee Chee Sixbey; a special niece, Nat-
alie Brown; and many other relatives and 
friends.

Th e family would like to 
thank Dr. Brooks and the 
staff  of Blue Ridge Cancer 
Care for all their kindness.

Th e family received 
friends on Friday, Aug. 20, 
2021, at the Mullins Funeral 
Home in Radford, followed 
by funeral services with the 
Rev. Dennis Martin offi  ciat-
ing. Interment followed in 
Highland Memory Gardens 
in Dublin.

Donations may be made 
to the American Cancer Society.

Th e Simpkins family is in the care of 
Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory in 
Radford.

Clark, Peter J.
Even though he insisted 

he would live to be 100, 
Peter J. Clark, 83, died 
August 15, 2021. Dur-
ing the fi nal years of his 
life he joked and teased, 
as he always did, even 
while traversing the “long 
goodbye” associated with 
Alzheimer’s disease. Until 
almost the end, he con-
tinued to charm anyone 
susceptible to his wit and 
pranks.

Peter was born to John A. Clarke 
and Mable D. Walsh Clarke in London, 
England, on Feb. 26, 1938. He was one 
of thousands of children evacuated from 
London with his mother at the start of 
World War II.

For more than 40 years, Peter was 
an electrical engineer with “Generous 
Electric,” as he liked to call GE. He was 
known for his dogged determination at 
solving problems and, always, for his 
love of a “good pint” and a few laughs 
with his mates after work.

He is survived by his 
wife, Judith, who con-
vinced him to marry her 
40 years ago after a seven-
year courtship. With the 
marriage, Peter gained 
two daughters, Carolynn 
and Leslie. He won their 
hearts when they were very 
young with Fig Newtons, 
Kentucky Fried Chicken, 
and Pepsi. Carolynn and 
husband Bill Lyman, and 
Leslie and husband Mar-

tin Daniel, and their children, Samantha 
and Jeremiah, survive.

Th e family sends thanks to the staff  at 
Warm Hearth Kroontje Center, notably 
nurses Tasha, JoBeth, Janey, Robin, and 
Cassidy and to longtime companions 
Mark and Bill.

Th ere will be no formal service, but 
a gathering for friends and former col-
leagues will be arranged for a later date. 
Th ere will be beer.

In lieu of fl owers, please consider do-
nations to the Alzheimer’s Association.

Wright, Frances Bugg
Frances Bugg Wright, 

93, of Radford, passed away 
Friday, Aug. 6, 2021.

She was retired from 
Kroger Company with 
32 years as a cashier. She 
was preceded in death by 
her parents, John W. and 
Laura Roop Bugg; her fi rst 
husband, Jessie Wilbert 
Wright; brothers Robert 
and Eugene Bugg; and sis-
ters Ruth DeHart and Lil-
lian Th omas.

Survivors include her husband, Jerry T. 
Weaver; a daughter and son-in-law, Shirley 
and Edward Sams; grandchildren Derek 

Sams, and Larry (Donna) 
Sams; fi ve great-grandchil-
dren, and three great-great-
grandchildren; a sister, 
Ophelia Roop; a brother, 
Bill Bugg; and many other 
relatives and friends.

Funeral services were 
held at 10 a.m. on Th urs-
day, Aug. 12, 2021, at 
Gethsemane Baptist 
Church with Pastor Brent 
Strouf offi  ciating. Inter-
ment followed in Highland 

Memory Gardens in Dublin.
Th e Wright family is in the care of Mul-

lins Funeral Home & Crematory.

McCoy, II, Harry 
Th omas (Tom)

Harry Th omas (Tom) 
McCoy, II, 74, of McCoy, 
died Sunday, Aug. 15, 
2021.

He was born in Roa-
noke on Sept. 10, 1946, to 
the late Harry Th omas and 
Kathleen Snider McCoy. 
He was a veteran of the 
U.S. Navy, having served 
in the Vietnam War.

He graduated from 
Marshall University and 
was a paramedic for most 
of his career. Tom loved to play music in 
beach bands. A dream of his was to come 
home to McCoy, which he achieved in 
2008. Great thanks go to Bobby and 
Robin Carner for their support and help 

during this diffi  cult time.
Tom is survived by his 

wife of 23 years, Terry; 
and a sister, Sara Katherine 
McCoy; as well as several 
cousins and other relatives.

A graveside service with 
military honors was held 
on Wednesday, Aug. 18, 
2021, at 2 p.m. at Cen-
tennial Christian Church 
Cemetery with the Rev. 
Steve Allen offi  ciating. 
Th e family received friends 

immediately following the service at the 
church.

Donations may be made to Centennial 
Christian Church. Arrangements by Mc-
Coy Funeral Home, Blacksburg.

Mitchell, Frederick 
“Fred” D.

Frederick “Fred” D. 
Mitchell was born in 
New River, Va., on Aug. 
20, 1932, and left this 
earthly world on Aug. 8, 
2021, peacefully at his 
home in Philadelphia, 
Penn.

Fred was preceded in 
death by his parents, Fred 
and Melita Mitchell, of 
New River, Va., his sister, 
Othello Young, of Wash-
ington D. C., and the love of his life, 
his wife, Betty Ann Black.

Th rough this union four children 
were left to mourn: Ernest Mitchell 
(Julia) of Radford, Anthony Mitchell 
of Long Beach, Calif., Faye Lee (Kel-
vin) of Radford, and Larry Mitchell 
(Debbie) of Pennsauken, N.J. Fred also 
leaves to mourn two sisters, Gloria Jean 
Austin of Southfi eld, Mich., and Helen 
Jo Mitchell Hillman of Albuquerque, 
N.M.; and a host of grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, nieces, nephews, 
cousins and friends.

So many stories are told about Fred 
that when he gave his own children an 
allowance, he also gave an allowance to 
the nieces and nephews that looked up 
to him as a father fi gure.

Fred served his country in the U. 
S. Army from February 1951 until his 
honorable discharge in January 1954. 

He often through the 
years told stories of how 
he parachuted out of 
planes and of his many 
other adventures while 
serving.

After his union to Bet-
ty, they moved and start-
ed a life in Philadelphia 
where Fred started his 
own business of window 
and rug cleaning until he 
retired.

He was an avid fi sherman, often go-
ing deep sea fi shing from a boat or just 
from a bank.

Fred was very involved with his com-
munity. He was loved by many friends 
and neighbors. He never met a stranger, 
and was always willing to give a hand. 
His door was always open.

He will be sadly missed, but we are 
comforted in knowing that he lived the 
life he loved.

Th e family will receive friends from 
11 a.m. until noon today, Saturday, Aug. 
21, 2021, at the Mullins Funeral Home 
in Radford. A celebration of Fred’s life 
will begin at noon with the Rev. Tom-
mie Page offi  ciating. Interment will fol-
low in the New River Cemetery.

Th e Mitchell family is in the care of 
the Mullins Funeral Home & Crema-
tory of Radford.  www.mullinsfuneral-
home.com.

Cox, Joseph Lee
Joseph Lee Cox, 60, of Blacksburg, 

died Monday, Aug, 16, 2021.
He was born in Christiansburg on 

April 3, 1961, to the late Royster Lee and 
Ardella Price Cox. He was preceded in 
death by his brother, Randy Dale (Snap-
per) Cox; and sisters Josie Mae Cox and 
Brenda Faye Price Bland.

He is survived by his sisters, Ruth 
Marlene Cox Coulter and Nancy Dean 
Potter; an aunt, Ellie Spradlin; a niece, 

Sandy Davis; great-nieces Amanda and 
April Davis; cousins George William 
Spradlin and Norma Jean Spradlin, and 
Tom Price; special friends Kathy Trump 
and Debbie Linkous; and special family 
pet, Jazz.

A memorial service was held on Friday, 
Aug. 20, 2021, in the McCoy Funeral 
Home Chapel with Elder Jim Krouscas 
offi  ciating. Arrangements by McCoy Fu-
neral Home, Blacksburg.

Send community news and photos 

to communitynews@ourvalley.org
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MAKE AN 
“A”

IN ADVERTISING!

To place your ad, 
call 389-9355 ADVERTISE!

For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Legals - City of 
Salem

Branch Civil, Inc. 
invites all  

DBE and SWaM 
subcontractors and 

vendors  

Route 58 Lovers  
Leap Project 

Legals - City of 
Salem

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

awarren@christiansburg. 
org

Public Notice 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

ABC NOTICE 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

Name: _________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________

City: _____________________State: ___________Zip: ___________ 

Telephone: ______________________________________________      

Check Enclosed _____ or call (304) 647-5724 to pay by credit card

Mail to:  Circulation Department, NEWS MESSENGER, 
P.O. BOX 429, Lewisburg, WV  24901 or call us at (304) 647-5724. 

SUBSCRIPTION TO NEWS MESSENGER
Subscribe online at montcova.com or mail to address below

PRINT ONLY

Yearly Print Only Subscription 
$44.00 Radford    $53.00 Virginia

$57.00 Out of State

DIGITAL ONLY
DIGITAL

& PRINT

One Year 
Digital Subscription 

$29.00

Yearly Print & Digital 
Subscription

$72.00

YOUR LOCAL NEWS

JUST THE WAY YOU LIKE IT!

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Friends of fl eece fl ock together
A longstanding partner-

ship between Bernie and 
Lynn Cosell’s Fantasy Farm 
in Pearisburg -- home to 
some 100-odd sheep -- and 
Virginia Tech’s veterinary 
college has helped advance 
student learning and ani-
mal health.

On a recent cloudy, 
chilly spring day, for in-
stance, bundled in winter 
coats, fourth-year DVM 

Bernie Cosell and VT vet students gather sheared wool from the Cosells’ flock of 
100 or so sheep at Fantasy Farm in Pearisburg.

students in a production 
management medicine 
class worked alongside De-
partment of Large Animal 
Clinical Sciences clinicians 
and the Cosells themselves 
to examine the farm’s 
sheep, give them each a 
hoof trim, and move them 
on to their shearing. Roll-
ing mountain peaks be-
hind them, freshly shorn 
sheep trotted away, freed 
of their fl eece’s burden in 
anticipation of the warmer 
weather to come.

Th e Cosells’ interest in 
farming was ignited dur-
ing a trip to New Zealand 
where they fell in love with 
idyllic scenes of sheep dot-
ting gently curving green 
hills. Wanting to re-create 
those vistas, the couple 
moved to Pearisburg after 
careers on the cutting edge 
of computer science, tran-

sitioning from harsh Bos-
ton winters to the more 
agreeable climate of Giles 
County.

On Valentine’s Day 
in 1992, they purchased 
82 acres of farmland and 
fi lled them with Merino 
sheep, a breed known for 
its high-quality fl eece. In 
light of Lynn’s passion for 
weaving and fi ber arts, the 
decision was an easy one.

Although the Cosells 
initially aspired to run a 
working farm, nowadays 
the sheep are kept mostly 
as pets. And the proxim-
ity of the veterinary col-
lege and its large animal 
service has proven to be a 
godsend.

“Discovering that we 
were in Virginia Tech’s area 
was a wonderful thing,” 
said Bernie. “It’s amaz-
ing to have trouble at two 

o’clock in the morning 
and be able to get a vet.” 

When the Cosells fi rst 
settled in at Fantasy Farm, 
one of their ewes had a 
medical emergency on a 
Saturday. Unable to fi nd 
a local veterinarian who 
would make a farm visit 
on the weekend, they 
ended up losing the ewe. 
Now, to ensure around-
the-clock, quality care for 
their fl ock, they depend 
on the Veterinary Teach-
ing Hospital’s large animal 
service, which off ers 24/7 
emergency support.

“Th at sold us. We slept 
a whole lot better after 
that,” said Lynn. “And it’s 
been a great friendship, 
really — the vets are won-
derful people. It’s always 
been a positive experi-
ence, and we’ve learned a 
lot from them, and we’ve 
helped them learn from 
us.” 

Not only do the Co-
sells view the college’s fac-
ulty and clinicians as true 
partners, their relationship 
with the veterinary school 
has benefi ted all involved. 
Th e couple’s fl ock receives 
medical care, both at the 
hospital and on the farm, 
and the college’s veterinary 
students gain experience 
in the fi eld on their yearly 
visits.

“Most of the sheep on 
the Cosells’ farm die on 
the farm, resulting in a 
very geriatric population 
of sheep. Th is situation 
provides the students oc-
casion to observe clinical 
conditions, such as arthri-

tis, a variety of tumors, 
congestive heart failure, 
and dental issues, not 
normally encountered be-
cause the sheep on most 
farms are sent to market 
prior to development of 
these conditions,” said 
Kevin Pelzer, professor of 
production management 
medicine and epidemiol-
ogy in the Department of 
Large Animal Clinical Sci-
ences. 

Pelzer, who has worked 
with the Cosells for many 
years, knows that this 
hands-on experience is 
crucial for students pre-
paring to practice veteri-
nary medicine. 

“Although a clinician 
is always present on a 
farm visit, the students 
get to be the ‘vet’ and ask 
the Cosells all the ques-
tions. Lynn is really good 
at providing information, 
but also asks the students 
a lot of questions, and 
she is never critical of the 
students’ answers,” Pelzer 
said. 

“Also, once a plan of 
treatment is made, the stu-
dents perform the actual 
treatments 95 percent of 
the time, and the Cosells 
are very comfortable with 
that,” he said. “On some 
farms, clients are very 
hesitant or resistant to let 
students actually perform 
the treatments and let the 
clinician perform only the 
various tasks at hand. Th is 
is invaluable for student 
learning, as it allows the 
student to develop confi -
dence, as well as technical 

skills.”
Th e mutual advantages 

aff orded by the partner-
ship run deep. Th e Cosells 
believe that their work 
with the college’s veteri-
narians and students has 
resulted in more-personal-
ized care. “Th e vets get to 
know our sheep, so when 
we call with a problem, we 
can say which sheep it is. 
Th ey know our abilities, 
so they can tell us what we 
can try to do,” Bernie said. 

“Th e college benefi ts 
from working with our 
local clientele and their 
unique goals for own-
ing animals,” said Sherie 
Clark, ’92, D.V.M. ’96, 
and interim head of the 
Department of Large Ani-
mal Clinic Sciences at Vir-
ginia Tech.“Many of our 
clients have been working 
with the college for over 20 
years and have built strong 
relationships with our cli-
nicians and the veterinary 
school community.”

A shining example of 
the power of collabora-
tion, the Cosells have 
moved their support of fu-
ture veterinarians beyond 
just fi eld training: Th eir 
gift of nearly a half-million 
dollars to the college will 
create an endowed schol-
arship benefi ting large ani-
mal veterinary students for 
years to come.

— Written by Sarah 
Boudreau M.F.A. ‘21, a 

writer with the Virginia-
Maryland College of 
Veterinary Medicine
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Montgomery Sports

26.7 acres of open development land in the Town of Blacksburg VA. Within 
walking distance to downtown Blacksburg & VA Tech. Property has ideal 
topography for development with 1,365 +/- ft of road frontage on Harding 
Road. Town water & sewer at site and readily available along with Natural 
Gas & Gigabit Internet Connectivity. Property is gently sloping and allows 
for potentially unblocked mountain views from every lot. Property is equally 
suited for Single or Multi-Family Development, Student Housing, 55+ Active 
Adult or Retirement Community and/or Private Estate.
 
There is extensive local & regional public transportation network 
(Blacksburg Transit) & Smart Way Commuter Bus with direct links to Airport, 
& Northern VA. Newly approved rail service and Amtrak Station scheduled 
for 2024.  Existing Bus Stop within 100 ft of property.  Walkable Community 
to all convenient amenities. 
 
Download Bidder Pack for Maps, Terms, Zoning, Sample Purchase Contract, 
sample development plan. Sample Development is not approved & is shown 
only for illustration purposes of what might possibly be accomplished. 
Bidders are expected to do their own research and due diligence for their 
own ideas for intended use approval and feasibility. 

Terms – Bidding opens on August 26th. 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high 
bid to arrive at contract price. Buyers are expected to complete due diligence prior to 
bidding. Earnest Money Deposit of $150,000 required on day of sale. Close in 60 Days. 
Subject to seller confirmation.  Property sold as is where is any and all faults. Auction 
starts ending at 4 PM on September 9th 2021. Please note that during the last two min-
utes of bidding, if a new bid is placed, the clock is automatically extended an additional 
two minutes.

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
Commercial Development Opportunity in Blacksburg VA

 26.7 Acres on Harding Rd, Blacksburg VA 24060

Bidding Opens Aug. 26th & Ends Sept. 9th at 4 PM
Go to VaAuctionPro.com

102 S. Locust Street, 
Floyd, VA  24091
(540) 745-2005

VaAuctionPro.com
Lic# 2907004059

Contact – Broker & Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at 
540-239-2585 or email gallimore.matt@gmail.com

Four All-Americans, including 
two Olympians, and one Super Bowl 
champion comprise the 2021 Vir-
ginia Tech Sports Hall of Fame seven-
member class as announced Tuesday. 

Th e 2021 class of inductees in-
cludes: 

Queen Harrison Claye, a three-
time NCAA women’s track and fi eld 
champion, a six-time All-American, 
2010 Bowerman Award winner and 
a 2008 Olympian; 

Kristi Castlin, a seven-time All-
American in women’s track and fi eld, 
a three-time ACC champion and the 

bronze medalist at the 2016 Olym-
pics; 

Xavier Adibi, a football All-Amer-
ican and a two-time All-ACC player 
who helped the Hokies to two ACC 
championships during his career in 
the mid-2000s; 

Jamon Gordon, the 2006-07 ACC 
Defensive Player of the Year who 
guided Tech back to the NCAA Tour-
nament for the fi rst time since 1996; 

Macho Harris, a fi rst team All-
American at cornerback as a senior 
who led the Hokies to back-to-back 
ACC football titles in 2007 and 

2008; 
Jackie Davoud Hendrick, the At-

lantic 10’s Most Outstanding Diver 
in 1998 and 1999, a fi ve-time confer-
ence champion; and

Tyronne Drakeford, a three-time 
All-BIG EAST selection who won 
Super Bowl XXIX with the San Fran-
cisco 49ers.

Th e seven new inductees bring 
the total number enshrined to 211. 
Th e  Virginia Tech Sports Hall of 
Fame, which is located at the south 
end of the Cassell Coliseum ambula-
tory, was established in 1982.

Tech inducts 2021 HOF

RU sets fall 
attendance policy

Radford University has 
announced protocol for 
all its fall athletic activi-
ties in accordance with 
university health and 
safety protocols, as well 
as current Virginia state 
guidelines.

Th e policy calls for 
spectators attending 
men’s and women’s soc-
cer matches (outdoor) 
at Cupp Stadium  will 
not be required to wear 
masks, regardless of vac-
cination status. Masks are 
strongly encouraged for 
those who wish to wear 
them. Th e same goes for 
fall exhibition baseball 
games at Sherman Cart-
er Memorial Stadium. 

Th ere will not be a limit 
to how many spectators 
may attend, nor will there 
be mandatory social dis-
tancing.

Spectators attending 
volleyball matches in 
the Dedmon Center will 
be required to wear a 
mask  at all times while 
inside the facility, regard-
less of vaccination status. 
Th ere will not be a limit 
to how many spectators 
may attend, nor will there 
be mandatory social dis-
tancing.

Radford Athletics said 
when attending away 
venues, please be sure to 
check the host institu-
tion’s website and/or so-
cial media for their most 
up-to-date attendance 
policies.

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

PHOTO COURTESY OF VT ATHLETICS

VT 2021 position preview: linebackers
Player to Watch
Dax Hollifi eld fi nally 

moves to his natural mid-
dle linebacker post after 
Rayshard Ashby piled up 
triple-digit tackle num-
bers at that spot two of the 
past three seasons.

In 36 games (25 starts) 
with the Hokies, Hol-
lifi eld has amassed 181 
tackles (69 solo), 14.5 
tackles for loss, and 5.5 
sacks. Th e Shelby, N.C., 
native posted a season-
high 13 tackles and sacks 
last season vs. Miami.

Th e high-energy Hol-
lifi eld should feel right at 
home playing the Mike 
position previously mas-
tered by his position 
coach Jack Tyler, who led 
Tech in tackles in 2012 
and 2013.

Others in the mix
Hollifi eld’s move inside 

should bode well for Alan 
Tisdale, who is expected 

to anchor the outside line-
backer post. Tisdale fi n-
ished third on the squad 
with 59 tackles (21 solo) 
after splitting time at the 
position with Hollifi eld in 
2020.

Th e Greensboro, N.C., 
product has played in 22 
games (fi ve starts) the 
past two seasons, racking 
up 111 tackles with three 
sacks. Long and athletic, 
Tisdale is able to drop into 
coverage or pick up backs 
out of the backfi eld.

Dean Ferguson, Kes-
hon Artis, and Lakeem 
Rudolph are also players 
to keep an eye on during 
camp.

Position notes
Hollifi eld and Tisdale 

combined for 111 total 
tackles in 2020 and 6.0 
TFL.

Hollifi eld’s career-high 
13 tackles vs. Miami were 
the top single-game to-

tal of any Tech defensive 
player in 2020.

Tisdale has racked up 
at least 50 tackles and four 
tackles for loss in each of 
his fi rst two seasons for 
the Hokies.

Position outlook
Hollifi eld and Tisdale 

give the Hokies an expe-
rienced duo in the line-
backer corps while Artis, 
Ferguson and Rudolph 
have played primarily on 
special teams and have 
relatively small bodies 
of work on defense. No 
doubt, 15 full practices 
during the spring were 
benefi cial for that trio. A 
wild card could be C.J. 
McCray, who joined Tech 
after originally signing 
with Marshall. A former 
walk-on himself, don’t be 
surprised if Coach Tyler 
develops a player not on 
this list who is able to con-
tribute for Tech in 2021.

The Radford Universi-
ty women’s cross-country 
team was picked to finish 
third and the men’s team 
fourth in the Big South 
Conference’s 2021 cross-
country preseason poll.

Twelve institutions in 
the conference compete 
in cross country.

High Point was select-
ed to win the women’s 
conference champion-
ship with Campbell sec-
ond. On the men’s side, 
Campbell finished atop 
the poll with Charleston 
Southern second and 
High Point third.

The Radford women 
did get one vote to win 
the conference title and 
three votes for second 
place. Their 121 total 
points left them only sev-
en points behind second-
place Campbell.

The RU men finished 
with 101 total points in 
the preseason poll with 
most of their votes land-
ing them in fourth place. 
Only two voters selected 

the team to finish lower 
than fourth.

This preseason poll 
marks the first time the 
women’s program has re-
ceived a first-place vote 
since the Big South start-
ed tracking preseason 
polls in 2002. This was 
also the team’s highest 
preseason ranking since 
2002.

The men’s fourth-
place ranking tied the 
team for its highest se-
lection since 2017. The 
2021 fall preseason poll 
was the third straight 
season the women have 
been picked to finish in 
the top five and the sec-
ond straight season the 
men have been voted in 
the top five.

Radford is scheduled 
to open its fall season 
on Sept.1 at the Virginia 
Tech Invitational with 
eight meets scheduled 
overall. The Big South 
Championships will be 
hosted by High Point on 
Oct. 29.

The poll results for 
the women’s teams with 
the first-place votes in 
parentheses and the to-
tal points accumulated 
were as follows: 1. High 
Point (9) 139 2. Camp-
bell (2) 128 3. Radford 
(1) 121 4. Charleston 
Southern 97 5. UNC 
Asheville 92 6. USC Up-
state 80 7. Winthrop 75 
8. North Carolina A&T 
53 9. Longwood 44 10. 
Gardner-Webb 43 11. 
Hampton 33 12. Presby-
terian 31.

The poll results for 
the men’s teams with the 
first-place votes in pa-
rentheses and the total 
points accumulated were 
as follows: 1. Campbell 
(8) 140 2. Charleston 
Southern (4) 128 3. High 
Point 124 4. Radford 101 
5. UNC Asheville 94 6. 
USC Upstate 78 7. Win-
throp 68 8. North Caro-
lina A&T 57 9. Long-
wood 52 10. Presbyterian 
43 11. Hampton 29 12. 
Gardner-Webb 22.

RU women picked third, men 
fourth in Big South cross-
country preseason poll
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On behalf of Summit, we cordially invite you to join us for our 
Hors d'oeuvres and beverages will be provided along with a special We look forward to serving our community and hope you will be able 

Open House and Ribbon Cutting Ceremony on
Wednesday, August 25th from 1:00pm - 5:00pm

100 Akers Farm Road
Christiansburg, VA  24073
540-260-3040 • www.MySummit.bank

VT to appear on ACCN’s Olympic broadcasts
Th e broadcast of the 

Olympics by ACC Net-
work (ACCN) will in-
clude several appearances 
by Virginia Tech.

Th e network will 
broadcast two of the 
VT men’s soccer team’s 

matches: Friday, Sept. 
17, at 7 p.m. vs. Virginia 
and Tuesday, Oct. 12, at 7 
p.m. vs. Davidson.

On Sunday, Sept. 26, 
at 5 p.m., ACCN will 
broadcast the women’s 
soccer match between the 

Hokies and Duke. Th e 
network will also feature 
the VT women’s soccer 
team against Clemson 
on Th ursday, Oct. 7, at 
8 p.m. Th en on Sunday, 
Oct. 10, at 5 p.m. the 
Hokies will appear on 

the network against Wake 
Forest.

Th e fi nal VT appear-
ance during the Olympics 
will be the volleyball team 
on Friday, Nov. 19, at 2 
p.m. against Boston Col-
lege.

Hokies unveil non-conference schedule
Virginia Tech head 

men’s basketball coach 
Mike Young Wednes-
day revealed the Hokies’ 
non-conference slate for 
the upcoming 2021-22 
season. 

Tech will play 12 out-
of-conference games with 
five of those contests 
taking place at Carilion 
Clinic Court at Cassell 
Coliseum, including the 
season opener against 
Maine on Nov. 9. 

Game times and tele-
vision designations will 
be announced at a later 
date. 

As previously an-
nounced, the Hokies 
will take part in the NIT 
Season Tip-Off during 
Thanksgiving Week, fac-
ing Memphis on Nov. 
24 at Barclays Cen-
ter in Brooklyn, N.Y. 
The championship and 
third-place games will be 
played on Friday, Nov. 
26. 

Tech will also compete 
in the Veterans Classic 
(Nov. 12 at Navy), the 
Big Ten/ACC Challenge 
(Dec. 1 at Maryland) 
and the Basketball Hall 
of Fame Shootout (Dec. 
17 vs. St. Bonaventure in 
Charlotte, N.C.). 

The ACC portion of 
the 2021-22 men’s bas-
ketball schedule should 
be announced in the 
coming weeks.

Game No. 1: Nov. 9 
vs. Maine

Tech is 1-0 all-time 
vs. the Black Bears. The 
Hokies won that game 
80-67 in Blacksburg on 

Nov. 11, 2016. Maine 
was 2-7 (2-6 America 
East) last season.

Game No. 2: Nov. 12 
at Navy (Veterans Clas-
sic)

Tech is 3-3 all-time 
vs. the Midshipmen. 
The last meeting was 
Dec. 7, 2008, won by 
the Hokies 79-70. Navy 
was 15-3 (12-1 Patriot 
League) last season.

Game No. 3: Nov. 15 
vs. Radford

Tech is 9-2 all-time 
vs. the Highlanders. 
The Hokies won the 
last matchup 77-62 in 
Blacksburg on Nov. 25, 
2020. Radford was 15-

12 (12-6 Big South) last 
season.

Game No. 4: Nov. 18 
vs. St. Francis

Tech is 1-0 all-time 
vs. the Red Flash. The 
Hokies won 75-37 in 
Blacksburg on Nov. 24, 
2018. St. Francis was 
6-16 (5-13 Northeast) 
last season.

Game No. 5: Nov. 21 
vs. Merrimack

This is the first meet-
ing between the two 
schools. Merrimack was 
9-9 (9-9 Northeast) last 
season.

Game No. 6: Nov. 24 
vs. Memphis (NIT Sea-
son Tip-Off )

Tech is 12-18 all-time 
vs. the Tigers. The Hok-
ies lost the last meet-
ing to Memphis 82-63. 
Memphis was 20-8 (11-
4 American) last season.

Games No. 7, 8: Nov. 
26 vs. Iowa State/Xavier 
(NIT Season Tip-Off )

Tech is 1-1 all-time 
vs. the Iowa State Cy-
clones. The Hokies lost 
the last meeting 99-77 
on Nov. 27, 2015. Iowa 
State was 2-22 (0-18 Big 
12) last season.

Tech is 4-9 all-time vs. 
the Xavier Musketeers. 
The Hokies lost the last 
meeting 63-62 in over-
time in San Juan, Puerto 

Rico on Nov. 21, 2008) 
Xavier was 13-8 (6-7 Big 
East) last season.

Game No. 9: Dec. 1 
at Maryland (Big Ten/
ACC Challenge)

Tech is 10-32 all-
time vs. the Terrapins. 
The Hokies lost the last 
meeting 64-47 on March 
4, 2014. Maryland was 
17-14 (9-11 Big Ten) 
last season.

Game No. 10: Dec. 8 
vs. Cornell

This is the first meet-
ing between the two 
schools. Cornell did not 
play last season.

Game No. 11: Dec. 
12 at Dayton

Tech is 8-6 all-time 
vs. the Flyers. VT lost 
the last meeting 89-62 at 
the Maui Invitational on 
Nov. 26, 2019. Dayton 
was 14-10 (9-6 Atlantic 
10) last season.

Game No. 12: Dec. 
17 vs. St. Bonaventure 
(Basketball Hall of Fame 
Shootout in Charlotte, 
N.C.)

Tech is 11-5 all-
time vs. the Bonnies. 
The Hokies won the 
last matchup 73-64 in 
Blacksburg on Nov. 27, 
2011. 

St. Bonaventure was 
16-5 (11-4 Atlantic 10) 
last season.
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