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To commemorate the 20th anniversary of the September 
11 attacks on America, Virginia Tech's Ken Stiles 
and four others who were on the ground immediately 
following the attacks will share their experiences at a 
panel discussion on Thursday, Sept. 9. The panel will 
examine aspects of the CIA’s operations in Afghanistan.

Th ursday panel discussion 
to examine CIA’s Afghanistan 
operations following Sept. 11 attacks

Ken Stiles spent 29 
years with the CIA be-
fore joining the faculty 
at Virginia Tech.

To commemorate the 
20th anniversary of the 
September 11 attacks on 
America, Stiles and four 
others who were on the 
ground immediately fol-
lowing the attacks will 
share their experiences 
at a panel discussion on 

Thursday, Sept. 9, at 
3:30 p.m. at Virginia 
Tech in Burruss Hall. 
The event is free and 
open to the public

The discussion will 
include examination of 
aspects of the CIA’s op-
erations in Afghanistan 
and their roles in this 
unprecedented counter 
terrorism action.

At the time of the at-

Andrew Jackson “A.J.” Oliver, son 
of Andrew Oliver and Fannie Vaughn 
Oliver. Educated at the Christiansburg 
Industrial Institute, he was the first 
Black person admitted to the bar 
in West Virginia. He is believed to 
be Roanoke’s first barred Black 
attorney. No known photo exists of 
his father, Andrew Oliver Sr., or his 
mother, Fannie Vaughn Oliver.

Renamed plaza honors fi rst Black 
Virginia Tech employee, family

Look to the trees.
On the campus of Virginia Tech, you’ll 

find mighty pine and sycamore. Thick mag-
nolia and beech. Bountiful oak and walnut.

Thousands of trees beautify the sprawl-
ing campus. Some are youthful, planted just 
weeks ago. Others have swayed in Virginia 
winds since the 19th century.

Nearly 150 years ago, Andrew Jackson 
Oliver helped plant the seeds.

He worked as a janitor on campus where 
he lived with his wife, Fannie Vaughn Oli-
ver, and their family. Some of the first trees 
on school grounds grew from seeds planted 
by Oliver.

But he could never enroll in the school 
he helped build. He was forbidden for one 
reason: the color of his skin.

Oliver is the first known Black employee 
at Virginia Tech.

Born a slave, Oliver began working at the 
university — then called the Virginia Agri-
cultural and Mechanical College — when it 
opened in the 1870s. The campus was built 
on land that originally belonged to Native 
Americans and was later worked by people 
who were enslaved.

Christiansburg Kiwanis Wilderness 
Trail Festival set for Sept. 18

The 48th annual Wil-
derness Trail Festival 
sponsored by the Chris-
tiansburg Kiwanis Club 
will take place in down-
town Christiansburg on 
Saturday, Sept. 18, from 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Last year’s festival was 
cancelled because of the 
pandemic. Because some 
sponsors and vendors 
chose to donate their 
pre-paid fees to the club 
and the club had some 
reserves on hand, all 
planned youth activities 
were funded.

This year’s event will 
include the usual local 
arts and crafts vendors, 
craft demonstrations, a 

children’s area, two stag-
es, an emergency services 
area, great food all day, 
and raffles.

Space is at a premium, 
so those who have not 
already applied need to 
get their applications in 
soon while space is still 
available.

A noticeable change 
to this year’s footprint is 
that Hickok Street will 
be closed by the town 
for planned repairs. The 
vendors normally locat-
ed there will be moved 
to East Main Street and 
the medical parking lot.

The Home Improve-
ment Row continues to 
grow and will be located 

Almost 40% of Radford University’s Class of 2025 
enters with a 3.5 high school GPA or higher, and more 
than 15% of them are first-generation college students. 
One hundred and fifteen of them are legacy students.

New Highlanders come 
together at main campus 
and RUC convocations

Radford University’s 
incoming Class of 2025 
convened recently for 
a pair of convocations 
for new students at the 
main campus in Rad-
ford and at the Radford 
University Carilion 
(RUC) campus in Roa-
noke.

When Brantt Roosa 
first visited Radford 
University, “it felt like 
home,” he said. “I felt 
I had more of a con-
nection here than any 
other school I visited.”

“I second that,” said 
Cooper Edwards, Roo-
sa’s friend for all of the 
past 18 hours.

“Coming to Radford, 
you get to be more en-
gaged,” Roosa said be-
tween sips of lemonade. 
“It’s engaging, and for 
someone like me who 
was a total introvert my 
entire school life, meet-
ing new people who 
are almost the same as 
you makes you feel wel-
come.

“It has a homelike 
feeling.”

Roosa, a freshman 
from Stafford, Va., and 
Edwards, a freshman 
from Blacksburg, met 
playing blackjack the 
night before at the Bon-
nie Bash, a social event 
for new Radford stu-
dents. The next day, the 
two were sitting on the 
grass in front of Hemp-

hill Hall, picnicking on 
a picture-perfect sunny 
day along with hun-
dreds of other students 
just like them who were 
about to begin their 
Radford journey.

“I’m looking forward 
to this,” Cooper said as 
he squirted mustard on 
a hot dog and looked 
around at fellow new 
students enjoying the 
food, fun and games 
that followed the uni-
versity’s main campus 
fall convocation for 
freshmen and transfer 
students. “I’m looking 
forward to just being 
here and taking all of 
this in.”

At the main campus 
convocation, Radford 
University interim Pres-
ident Carolyn Ringer 
Lepre encouraged stu-
dents to do just that, 
to take advantage of all 
the opportunities their 
new home for the next 
four years has to offer.

“Jump into your 
Radford experience 
with both feet and 
make the most of this 
incredible opportunity. 
Make Radford Univer-
sity your Radford Uni-
versity,” she said.

“Take a class that 
pushes you outside 
your comfort zone. 
Push yourself to learn 
something you didn’t 
know before,” Lepre 

on West Main Street near 
Burger King. Spaces will 
be available to anyone 
involved in the home im-
provement line of busi-
ness.

The overall festival 
footprint continues to 
increase as an additional 
food court will be added, 
and the number of ven-
dors has grown so that 
space now extends on 
Main Street from Burger 
King to town hall.

The children’s area 
will be located in front of 
the Atlantic Union Bank 
branch at the intersec-
tion of Main and Frank-
lin streets. It will include 
two inflatables, a slide, 
and a bouncy house. This 
location is close to the 
emergency service loca-
tion on South Franklin 
Street that will include 
fire trucks, rescue vehi-
cles, and police cars.

The live crafters area 
has been greatly en-
hanced and will be lo-
cated on East Main Street 
in the town hall parking 
lot. This area will include 
a blacksmith, a wood 

See Oliver, page 4

tacks, Stiles was a geo-
graphic information 
system (GIS) analyst for 
the CIA. The officer in 
charge of the operation 
against Al Qaeda in Af-
ghanistan called on Stiles 
to create a high-tech 
mapping system which 
allowed him to see in real 
time what was happening 
in the country.  

“They needed a map in 
order to understand what 
was happening in Af-
ghanistan with our CIA 
teams, our Afghan ‘assets’ 
– the Afghan nationals 
spying on Al Qaeda and 
the Taliban – the U.S. 
military bombing effort, 
and where the enemy was 
located,” said Stiles. “I 
went to Afghanistan and 
provided targeting sup-
port for major operations 
that our CIA teams or 
the U.S. Special Forces 
were undertaking.

See Stiles, page 8

See Kiwanis, page 8

said. “Join one of our 
clubs and organizations. 
Participate in an intern-
ship or clinical experi-
ence. Play an intramu-
ral sport. Get out to an 
athletic event and cheer 
on our talented student-
athletes. Work in a lab 
and do research with a 
member of our world-
class faculty.

“One of you,” Lepre 
told the gathering, 
“owns their own busi-
ness, another had an in-
ternship with NASA this 
summer, and yet another 
was a three-sport athlete 
and was captain of all 
three teams.”

One hundred and 
fifteen members of the 
Class of 2025 are legacy 
students, meaning at 
least one of their family 
members is a Radford 
University alumnus. Be-
ing a legacy student is 
one reason Taylor May, 
a freshman from Lynch-
burg, came to Radford.

“My mom went to 
school here,” May said, 
“and that really helped 
me with learning about 
the school and being 
comfortable here.”

Almost 40% of the 
new students entered 
Radford with a 3.5 high 
school GPA or higher, 
and more than 15% of 
them are first-generation 
college students.

“I’m also a first-gen-
eration college graduate 
in my family, so I give 
a shout-out to all of our 
first-gen students with 
us today,” Katie Hilden, 
Ph.D., a professor of 
literacy education and 
Faculty Senate president, 
said during the convoca-
tion.

Many of the new Rad-
ford students came to 
Radford from 109 dif-
ferent localities in Vir-
ginia. Others arrived on 
campus from 27 states 
and nine foreign coun-
tries. “The student who 

See Highlanders, page 4
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UPCOMING EVENTS

BE HER

HERO
AGAIN... AND AGAIN

Erectile dysfunction (ED) affects more than 30 million men 
in the U.S. It is especially common in men with prostate surgery, 
diabetes, high blood pressure and obesity.
However, it is now possible to treat almost all men with ED.

ED undermines a man’s sexual confidence—but successful 
treatment can help restore it! Many ED treatments are covered 
by insurance and prescription plans.

Attend this FREE Webinar on Men’s Health sponsored by 
Coloplast Corp. to educate men and their partners about 
approved ED treatment options.

September 21, 2021

Log on anytime after 6:00 pm 
Presentation begins at 6:30 pm

Featuring: Dr. Meghan A. Cooper, Urologist with Carilon Clinic

For more information or to register, scan the 
QR code with the camera app on your phone 
or visit: http:// bit.ly/EDWebinarDrCooper

Scan code with 
phone camera

An educational series, sponsored by Coloplast Corp., 
designed to inform and empower. 
www.EDsolution.com

Coloplast Corp. 1601 West River Road North, 
Minneapolis, MN 55411 USA Customer Service 
800.258.3476 
PM-00704    11.18

Wednesday, Sept. 8:

Rent Relief Workshop - Vir-
ginia's Rent Relief Program 
from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at 
the Blacksburg Montgomery 
Floyd Regional Library. Regis-
ter by calling the library (540-
552-8246) or fi lling out the 
form online. Space is limited 
to 10 attendees who should 
bring a signed, current lease 
agreement.

Brown Bag Book Club - At 
the Radford Public Library at 
noon and at 6 p.m., the Brown 
Bag Book Club will discuss 
Kate Moore's "Radium Girls.” 
In keeping with the theme, re-
freshments will be homemade 
vanilla cupcakes with glow-in-
the-dark buttercream frosting. 
Looking ahead, in October 
and in keeping with Hallow-
een, the club will discuss Mary 
Shelley's horror classic, "Fran-
kenstein."

Loops Group with New 
River Art & Fiber - At 2 p.m., 
New River Art & Fiber is join-
ing the Blacksburg Library in 
hosting a weekly loops group. 
Participants are invited to 
bring their fi ber arts projects. 
Th e group will meet every 
Wednesday.

STEM Club: pH Test - At 
the Blacksburg Library at 4:30 
p.m. Th e club will be using 
cabbage to test the pH of vari-
ous household liquids. All ma-
terials will be provided. Email 
mroach@mfrl.org for more 
information.

Th ursday, Sept. 9:

Talking About Books - At 
the Meadowbrook Public 
Library at 11 a.m. To be dis-
cussed is “Caste” by Isabel 
Wilkerson. Call the library at 
268-1964 to reserve a copy.

Family READS - At the 
Blacksburg Library; at 5:30 
p.m. Family READS is an 
English learning program for 
families. Parents will learn and 
practice English and learn how 
to read with their children. 
Children ages 3-8 will do fun 
education activities. Families 

will be provided a free dinner. 
Pre-registration is required. 
Th e program runs for seven 
sessions. To register, contact 
540-382-7262, or email Anne 
Abbott at aabbott@lvnrv.org.

Friday, Sept. 10:

Virginia Tech Corps' Can-
non to fi re - Th e Virginia Tech 
Corps of Cadets will hold a 
formal retreat ceremony at 
4:45 p.m. Friday, Sept. 10, on 
Upper Quad to honor return-
ing alumni. Th e Color Guard 
will lower the fl ag, and the 
regimental band, the Highty-
Tighties, will play. Skipper, the 
corps cannon, will fi re once.

Saturday, Sept. 11:

Rockin' Main Street Concert 
Series - Downtown Chris-
tiansburg from 5 to 9 p.m. 
Remembering our First Re-
sponders heroes. Featured 
performers are Christians-
burg's Gate 10 at 5 p.m. and 
Lyn Avenue from Savannah, 
Ga. Lyn Avenue performed at 
the 2019 Super Bowl and the 
2019 CMA Fest. Free admis-
sion with food trucks and beer 
and wine.

Long Way Brewing Benefi t 
for Radford’s First Responders - 
On Sept. 11, 2001, America 
watched as fi refi ghters, police 
offi  cers and rescue workers 
ran INTO the fl ames, smoke, 
and destruction. Th e bravery 
exhibited that fateful day by 
all fi rst responders was a shin-
ing example of selfl essness that 
helped us heal, gave us hope, 
and fortifi ed our nation’s re-
solve.

Th is Sept. 11 is First Re-
sponders Day and marks the 
20th anniversary of the great 
sacrifi ce made by those who 
took an oath to serve and pro-
tect.

Long Way Brewing is hon-
ored to hold its fi rst annual 
benefi t for Radford’s First Re-
sponders. On Saturday, Sept. 
11, Long Way Brewing will 
make a donation to the Rad-
ford City Fire and Police de-
partments. Several events are 
planned to mark the remem-
brance. Long Way Brewing 

invites everyone to come to-
gether, raise a pint, and salute 
our First Responders, those 
who served and those who 
continue to keep us safe.

NRV Regional Household 
Hazardous Waste Collection & 
Document Shredding - Resi-
dents served by the New River 
Resource Authority are invit-
ed to participate in the region’s 
Household Hazardous Waste 
Collection and Document 
Shredding Event. Residents 
interested in this event will 
need to call the New River 
Resource Authority at 540-
674-1677 to schedule an ap-
pointment. Th e event will be 
held at 7100 Cloyd’s Moun-
tain Road, Dublin, Va.; from 
9 a.m. until 2 p.m. No com-
mercial waste or commercial 
vehicles will be accepted.

Tuesday, Sept. 14:

Radford City School Board 
Meeting - Th e Radford City 
School Board will have a 
regular meeting on Sept. 14, 
2021,  at 6:00 p.m., at the 
School Administration Build-
ing.  A copy of the agenda can 
be seen at www.rcps.org.

Th e Sons of Confederate 
Veterans meeting - Th e Sons of 
Confederate Veterans, Stuart 
Horse Artillery Camp 1784 
will meet at 7 p.m. at Aly's 
Family Italian Restaurant on 
3204 Riner Road. Members 
of the United Daughters of 
the Confederacy (UDC) are 
invited to attend this meeting. 
For further information, call 
320-4315 or 239-9864.

Radford City Police Depart-
ment Civilian Response and 
Casualty Care course - Th e 
Radford City Police Depart-
ment is off ering a free course 
to the public designed to 
present life-saving skills. Th is 
in-person course of Civilian 
Response and Casualty Care 
(CRCC) provides a coordi-
nated eff ort through a ‘whole 
community approach’ to es-
tablish stakeholders within 
the community to empower 
citizens to become ‘Immedi-
ate Responders’ who do what 

they can, where they are, with 
what they have to work with 
until fi rst responders arrive. 
Participants can sign up for 
the course at www.radford.
va.us with the choice or a 
morning session (8 a.m. until 
noon) or an afternoon session 
(1 p.m. until 5 p.m.)

 
Wednesday, Sept. 15:

Virginia Tech Women’s Club 
Annual Welcome Reception - 
Th e Virginia Tech Women’s 
Club (VTWC) will host its 
annual welcome reception 
at Th e Holtzman Alumni 
Center from 4 to 5:30 p.m. 
Please wear a mask. Honor-
ary president Dr. Laura Sands, 
and club president Dr. Debra 
Call will host the event, which 
includes refreshments. Th e re-
ception is free and is open to 
the public.

All women who are inter-
ested in supporting women 
at VT by awarding scholar-
ships, serving the commu-
nity, enjoying a multitude of 
interest groups, traveling to 
local sights, and listening to 
engaging community speak-
ers are invited to attend the 
reception. For more informa-
tion, or to join the Virginia 
Tech Women's Club, contact 
VTWC65@gmail.com.

Loops Group with New 
River Art & Fiber - At 2 p.m., 
New River Art & Fiber is join-
ing the Blacksburg Library in 
hosting a weekly loops group. 
Participants are invited to 
bring their fi ber arts projects. 
Th e group will meet every 
Wednesday.

Saturday, Sept. 18

Kiwanis Club Wilderness 
Trail Festival - Th e 48th an-
nual festival to benefi t youth-
supported projects of the 
Christiansburg Kiwanis Club. 
From 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. in 
downtown Christiansburg. 
Th e festival's evens will include 
a live crafters area and demon-
strations from a blacksmith, a 
wood turner, a basket maker, a 
bullet maker, and a corn shuck 
chair bottomer, in addition to 
hand-crafted leather and the 

Wilderness Trail Museum; 
two food courts, a children's 
area, performance stages, and 
an emergency services area. 
Admission and parking are 
free. 

Sunday, Sept. 19; 
Sunday, Sept. 26

Fall Forum: Building Eco-
nomic Justice in Our Com-
munity - All are invited to 
learn about economic justice 
issues facing members of our 
local community during a 
two-part series sponsored by 
Blacksburg United Methodist 
Church's Church and Society 
Committee.

On Sept. 19: Join a panel 
discussion with representa-
tives from local organiza-
tions about the underlying 
issues that cause people in 
our community to need eco-
nomic assistance. Participat-
ing organizations include the 
Community Health Center, 
Habitat for Humanity, Mont-
gomery County Emergency 
Assistance Program, and 
Montgomery County Public 
Schools.

Sept. 26: Continue the dis-
cussion with a focus on ways 
to take action.

Participants will gather in 
person in the Whisner Build-
ing at the Church Street cam-
pus at BUMC (masks and 
social distancing required), 
111 Church St., Blacksburg, 
from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m both 
evenings.  A Zoom option 
is available by request. Con-
tact Tindal Snider at tindal-
snider@yahoo.com for more 
information.

Th ursday, Sept. 23:

What Isn't Remembered - 
At the Radford Public Library 
from 7 to 8 p.m. Kristina 
Gorcheva-Newberry, winner 
of the 2021 Raz/Shumaker 
Prairie Schooner Book Prize 
in Fiction, is a Russian-Armer-
ian emigre, who moved to the 
U.S. in 1995 after witnessing 
perestroika and the collapse of 
the Soviet Empire. She gradu-
ated from both Radford and 
Hollins Universities. She has 
published over 50 stories and 

received eight Pushcart nomi-
nations.

Th rough September:

Blacksburg's Market Square 
Jam 2021 - Blacksburg's Mar-
ket Square Jam 2021 contin-
ues each Wednesday through 
September from 7 to 9 p.m. at 
Market Square Park.

Simply Elemental Art Ex-
hibit - Th e Simply Elemen-
tal art display in the Hahn 
Horticultural Garden (on the 
Virginia Tech campus) is on 
display through Sept. 30.

Take & Make Crafts - All 
Month at the Blacksburg Li-
brary

Craft kits are available all 
month long. Each week the li-
brary will off er a new craft for 
kids to take home.

 
Interactive Movie Kits - All 

Month at the Christiansburg 
Library and the Meadow-
brook Public Library

Pick up a kit to make mov-
ie night interactive. Each kit 
contains popcorn and props 
for four individuals to partici-
pate. Th e movie is not includ-
ed and supplies are limited.

Crafts to Go - All Month 
at the Meadowbrook Public 
Library

Drop by the Meadow-
brook Public Library for Take 
& Make Craft Kits. Th ey are 
available at the library or with 
curbside pickup. Th ey are free 
but supplies are limited.

  
Th rough October:

Radford Farmers Market - 
Th e Radford Farmers Market 
is held each Saturday through 
Oct. 30 from 9 a.m. until 1 
p.m. in the New River Valley 
Community Service parking 
lot (the old Wade's parking 
lot) on West Main Street.

Christiansburg Farmers 
Market - Th e Christiansburg 
Farmers Market is held every 
Th ursday through October at 
the Christiansburg Recreation 
Center parking lot from 3 to 
7 p.m.
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APX Services LLC 
540-566-6920

575 Arbor Drive, 
Christiansburg

www.nrvsuperbowl.biz

Kid’s Open House 
Bowling Day

Sat, September 11th

Limit one hour per person 
Call 382-5525 

for more information

KID’S - RESERVE YOUR LANE!! 
For one hour of free bowling 
10am-3pm (shoes included) 

Bring family or friends 
Up to 8 bowlers per lane

FISH DAY

DELIVERY WILL BE:
Thursday, September 23
Christiansburg 1:30-2:15

@Southern States
Wytheville 3:15-4:00

@Farmers Milling & Supply
“LIKE” us on Facebook!

FISH 
WAGON

To Place an Order Call:
1-800-643-8439

sh agon com

It’s Time to 
Stock Your Pond!

Christiansburg Aquatic Center to 
introduce new lifeguard program

Th e Christiansburg Aquatic 
Center is introducing a new pro-
gram called Lifeguard University.

For teens and adults alike who 
will be at least 16 years old by the 
end of Feb. 2022, the program will 
run from Sept. 8, 2021 through 
March 2, 2022, on Monday and 
Wednesday evenings at 6 p.m.

Th e fi rst three months of the 
program will focus on learning to 
swim and building swimming en-
durance, and the last three months 
will continue with swimming en-

durance and the lifeguard certifi ca-
tion class.

Th ere are no fees for the pro-
gram; however, a full commitment 
for the entirety of the program is 
required, and all participants are 
expected to apply for a lifeguard 
position and agree to work at the 
Christiansburg Aquatic Center. 
For more detailed information and 
the class schedule, or to register 
for the program, contact Lifeguard 
Crew Leader Eric Johnson at 540-
381-7665.

Being a lifeguard is a job that 
requires a solid swimming ability 
and general comfort in the water. 
For those who have never learned 
to swim or who have never had 
the opportunity to increase their 
swimming endurance and strength 
in the water, lifeguarding may be 
viewed as not being a viable option 
for a part-time job.

Th e Christiansburg Aquatic 
Center is hoping with this pro-
gram to minimize the barriers to 
lifeguard certifi cation. 

Sheila Pree Bright's "The People's Uprising, Jim Crow 2.0 Voter Suppression Rally," 
Atlanta, GA. Digital print, 36 x 24 inches. Image courtesy of the artist.

Moss Arts Center fall exhibitions feature work from 
acclaimed photographers Sheila Pree Bright and Larry Fink

The Moss Arts Cen-
ter’s fall exhibitions ex-
plore the complex and 
revealing realities that 
inspire people to gather 
together through two 
distinct lenses — one 
shows gatherings in pro-
test of police violence 
and social inequities, 
while the other portrays 
celebratory gatherings 
of two distinct Ameri-
can communities in the 
1970s and '80s.

Featuring the work of 
acclaimed American pho-
tographers Sheila Pree 
Bright and Larry Fink, 
these two one-person 
photographic exhibitions 
open with a reception on 
Th ursday, Sept. 9, from 5 
to 7 p.m., in the Grand 
Lobby of the Moss Arts 
Center, 190 Alumni 
Mall. Th e galleries and all 
related events are free and 
open to the public.

Bright is a fine arts 
photographer who cap-
tures individuals and 
communities that are 
often unseen. This ex-
hibition in the Ruth C. 
Horton Gallery includes 
large-scale photographs 
that poignantly portray 

the Black Lives Matter 
movement and responses 
to police shootings in 
Atlanta, Ferguson, Mo,; 
Baltimore, Washington, 
D.C.; and Baton Rouge. 
Interspersed throughout 
the exhibition as a coun-
terpoint to preconceived 
stereotypes are images 
of middle class Afri-
can American suburban 
communities. Bright has 
also created a new work 
commissioned by the 
Moss Arts Center that 
will make its debut in 
this exhibition.

Based in Atlanta, 
Bright’s work has been 
exhibited widely in 
group exhibitions and is 
in the collection of the 
High Museum of Art 
and the Smithsonian Na-
tional Museum of Afri-
can History and Culture.

This exhibition is cu-
rated by Margo Crutch-
field, former curator at 
large for the Moss Arts 
Center.

Best known for his in-
timate black and white 
images of lively social 
events across various 
class and cultural spaces, 
this exhibition of Fink’s 

work in the Miles C. 
Horton Jr. Gallery and 
the Sherwood Payne 
Quillen '71 Reception 
Gallery includes a se-
lection of photographic 
prints that spotlight 
the role of clothing and 
adornment in celebra-
tory gatherings in two 
distinct American cul-
tures during the 1970s 
and '80s: the glamorous 
high society of New York 
City and the spirited 
country life of Martins 
Creek, Pennsylvania.

These prints from 
Fink’s “Social Graces” se-
ries are from the Virginia 
Tech art collection and 
donors Scott and Emily 
Freund and Michael and 
Jennifer Fay. The exhibi-
tion also features period-
appropriate garments on 
loan from the Oris Glis-
son Historic Textile and 
Costume Collection, 
which is housed in Vir-
ginia Tech’s Department 
of Apparel, Housing, 
and Resource Manage-
ment, as well as private 
collections.

Born in Brooklyn, and 
now living and working 
in Martins Creek, Fink 

has had solo exhibitions 
at prestigious institu-
tions, such as the Mu-
seum of Modern Art, 
has received a number of 
fellowships and awards, 
including two John Si-
mon Guggenheim Fel-
lowships; and has held 
teaching positions at 

Yale University, Cooper 
Union, and Bard Col-
lege. Bridging a divide 
between editorial fash-
ion and fine art, his 
work has been published 
in such magazines as The 
New Yorker and Vanity 
Fair and has been exhib-
ited in Giorgio Armani’s 

Armani/Silos fashion art 
museum in Milan, Italy.

The center’s galleries 
are open on Wednesday 
through Friday from 10 
a.m. until 5 p.m. and 
Saturday from 10 a.m. 
until 4 p.m. The exhi-
bitions will be on view 
through Nov. 20.

Brad Copenhaver, who grew up on his family’s beef cattle 
and tobacco farm, is the 17th commissioner of the Virginia 
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services. 

Brad Copenhaver sworn in as 
Virginia’s commissioner of agriculture

RICHMOND—Vir-
ginia’s farm landscapes 
served as a backdrop for 
the experiences that pre-

pared Brad Copenhaver 
for the state’s top posi-
tion in agricultural lead-
ership.

Virginia Governor 
Ralph Northam has an-
nounced that Copen-
haver has been officially 
sworn in as the 17th 
commissioner of the Vir-
ginia Department of Ag-
riculture and Consumer 
Services (VDACS). 
Heidi Hertz has been ap-
pointed deputy secretary 
of agriculture and for-
estry.

Copenhaver grew up 
on his family’s beef cattle 
and burley tobacco farm 
in Washington County, 
which led to a desire to 
support Virginia’s largest 
private sector industry.

“I have always been 
passionate about agricul-
ture,” Copenhaver said. 
“The work we do is truly 
essential to all of soci-
ety. To be able to work 
on behalf of people who 
are producing the food, 
fiber, and fuel that sus-
tains all of us as humans 
is very humbling.”

Prior to this appoint-
ment, Copenhaver 
served as deputy secre-
tary of agriculture and 
forestry and managed a 
legislative, regulatory, 
and budget portfolio to 
support VDACS, the 
Virginia Department of 
Forestry, and the Virgin-
ia Racing Commission. 
While in that role, he 
worked with the general 
assembly and helped pass 
legislation to regulate 
hemp-derived oils in-
tended for human con-
sumption, to maintain 
federal produce safety 
compliance, and to meet 
Virginia’s Chesapeake 
Bay cleanup commit-
ments.

After working on Cap-
itol Hill as a legislative 
correspondent for Rep. 
H. Morgan Griffi  th, R-
9th, Copenhaver served 
as director of governmen-
tal aff airs for the Virginia 
Agribusiness Council. He 

worked closely with the 
general assembly and the 
council’s congressional 
delegation on a variety of 
issues, including animal 
welfare, food safety and 
labeling, environment 
and water quality, and in-
ternational trade.

See Copenhaver, page 5
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OPINION

CLUES ACROSS
 1. It governs Federer 
and Nadal’s sport
 4. Golden apple tree
 8. Central Mexican 
river
10. Horn
11. Egg-shaped
12. With tooth
13. French modernist 
painter
15. Disprove
16. Painful intestinal 
obstruction
17. Baby shoes
18. Make the grade
21. Type of screen
22. Christian fraternal 
organization (abbr.)
23. Computer giant
24. When you hope to 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

get there
25. Corporate executive 
title (abbr.)
26. Shout of welcome 
or farewell
27. Imaginary awards 
for good deeds
34. A citizen of Iran
35. It can be sounded
36. Making dirty
37. Romanian city
38. Baking ingredient
39. Share a common 
boundary with
40. Succulent plants
41. Penny
42. Jr. U.S. Senator Paul
43. “Laurie Partridge” 
actress Susan

CLUES DOWN
 1. A type of bomb
 2. Pacifi c island country 
 3. Earth is one
 4. A place to gather 
around
 5. Expressed opposite 
views
 6. Group that lives near 
Siberia
 7. Ore deposit
 9. Language related to 
Eskimo
10. Narrative piece of 
music
12. The distance covered 
by normal stride
14. Glycoprotein hormone 
(abbr.)
15. Mathematical term 
(abbr.)

17. Popular beer
19. Jabbing
20. Historic Swedish castle
23. Humorous expressions
24. Christmas and New 
Year’s Day each have one
25. Filled up
26. Nerve that serves the 
forearm (abbr.)
27. One of British descent
28. A way to get at
29. Food-related allergic 
reaction
30. Group of arteries near 
the pelvis
31. Picked up
32. Being three in one
33. Obscene
34. Dravidian language
36. Growl

Investigation into stolen vehicle leads Montgomery sheriff ’s offi  ce 
to armed robbery suspects considered armed and dangerous 

The Montgomery County 
Sheriff ’s Office investiga-
tion into a stolen vehicle led 
to the arrest of two suspects, 
Tristan W. Difilippo, 18, and 
Dajuan K. Pittman, 20, who 
were involved in an armed 
robbery in New Jersey and 
were considered armed and 
dangerous.

On Saturday, Sept. 4, at 
8:13 p.m., the sheriff ’s office 
received a request for assis-
tance from the Virginia State 

Police (VSP) in regards to the 
pursuit of a stolen vehicle 
that began on I-81 with the 
additional information about 
the armed robbery and their 
status as armed and danger-
ous.

Due to the large number 
of police vehicles already in-
volved with the pursuit, dep-
uties from the Montgomery 
County SO followed from a 
safe distance to provide assis-
tance as needed.

At 8:32 p.m. the subjects 
abandoned the vehicle they 
were driving in the area of 
Benoit Drive (the Jefferson 
Forest area of Montgomery 
County) and fled on foot. 
One of the individuals was 
taken into custody by the 
Virginia State Police at that 
time. At the request of the 
state police, a perimeter was 
set up to contain the other 
individuals to the area. VSP 
also requested assistance from 

the Sheriff ’s Office UAV 
(drone) Team. The perimeter 
was set up and maintained by 
members of the Montgom-
ery County Sheriff ’s Office, 
the VSP, the Blacksburg PD, 
and the Virginia Tech PD. 
An area search was conducted 
throughout the night.

At approximately 1:15 
a.m. on 09/05/2021, the Vir-
ginia State Police closed the 
command center/perimeter 
and left the scene. Depu-

ties from the sheriff ’s office 
maintained a presence in the 
area throughout the remain-
der of the morning.

At 5:24 a.m. Montgomery 
SO deputies with the assis-
tance of the Blacksburg PD 
located a second individual 
who was taken into custody. 
The search continued until 
8:18 Monday morning.

Difilippo and Pittman are 
both being held on a fugitive 
warrant with no bond.

Unwanted pesticides now being collected around the state
Th e Virginia Department of 

Agriculture and Consumer Ser-
vices (VDACS) is urging hom-
eowners, farmers, golf course 
operators, and pesticide appli-
cators and dealers to get rid of 
unwanted, outdated, or banned 
pesticides.

Th e Virginia Pesticide Collec-
tion Program disposes of pesti-
cides in a safe manner and has 

destroyed more than 1.5 mil-
lion pounds of outdated and 
unwanted pesticides since its 
inception.

VDACS and its Offi  ce of 
Pesticide Services, in partner-
ship with Virginia Coopera-
tive Extension, provides this 
service free of charge. Th e pro-
gram is funded through pesti-
cide product registration fees 

collected by OPS.
Th e following are upcoming 

collection sites. All locations are 
open from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Sept. 9—Merrifi eld Garden 
Center, 12101 Lee Highway, 
Fairfax, VA 22030

Sept. 10—James S. Long Re-
gional Park, 4603 James Madi-
son Highway, Haymarket, VA 
20169

Unwanted pesticides must be 
transported to one of the central 
collection sites. If participants 
cannot safely containerize the 
unwanted pesticides for trans-
port, VDACS may arrange as-
sistance on a case-by-case basis. 
Th e program does not accept 
motor oil, paint, fuel, fertilizer, 
or other chemicals.

Participants are asked to com-

plete a pesticide collection reg-
istration form prior to arrival 
and return the completed form 
to jeff rey.rogers@vdacs.virginia.
gov or mail to Offi  ce of Pesti-
cide Services, VDACS, P.O. Box 
1163, Richmond, VA 23218. 
Th e form is available at vdacs.
virginia.gov/pesticide-collec-
tion.shtml or by contacting the 
program at 804-786-3798.

The school hired four 
more Black people by the 
end of 1880 to assist Oli-
ver in the school’s every-
day activities, according 
to Virginia Tech’s Black 
History Timeline.

In a tribute to the Oli-
ver family, the Virginia 
Tech Board of Visitors 

has approved a resolu-
tion to name the plaza at 
the entrance of the Col-
lege of Liberal Arts and 
Human Sciences build-
ing the Vaughn-Oliver 
Plaza. The naming of the 
plaza came after a formal 
nomination by the col-
lege.

Oliver from page 1

Located at 200 Stanger 
Street next to the Upper 
Quad, the college’s main 
administrative building 
stands adjacent to the 
Blacksburg neighbor-
hood called New Town. 
The neighborhood was 
home to many Black men 
and women who worked 
at the university between 
1880 and 1960.

The board named the 
plaza for the Olivers in 
recognition of the fam-
ily’s time, service, and in-
fluence to the history of 
the university. By exten-
sion, the Vaughn-Oliver 
Plaza honors the local 
Black community whose 
members often signifi-
cantly contributed to the 
university but rarely re-
ceived recognition.

Andrew Jackson Oli-
ver was born in 1837. He 
was enslaved by members 
of the family for which 
the town of Blacksburg is 
named, according to re-
search compiled by Juan 
Pacheco, a 2019 graduate 
in psychology. Pacheco 
published an article 
about the Oliver family 
as a student employee in 
the University Libraries 
Special Collections and 
University Archives.

Freed after the Civil 
War, Oliver helped main-
tain the campus of the 
land-grant military insti-
tute. Census records indi-
cate Oliver’s sole occupa-
tion in 1880 was “janitor 

VA+MC.”
Oliver and Fannie 

Vaughn Oliver — also 
born a slave — married 
in 1859 and over the 
next 20 years had at least 
seven children: Robert, 
Andrew, Caroline, Rich-
ard, Daniel, William, 
and Essie.

On campus, the Oli-
vers likely resided near 
the current location of 
Randolph Hall, accord-
ing to Pacheco’s research.

Vaughn Oliver was 
the daughter of Abraham 
Vaughn, who belonged 
to a large family with 
an important history in 
the Black community, 
according to Daniel 
Thorp, a professor in the 
Department of History 
and an expert on Black 
history in Montgomery 
County.

The Vaughn family 
includes Vaughn Oliver’s 
uncle, Gilbert, who was 
one of the many Black 
residents of New Town. 
Gilbert Street in Blacks-
burg is named for him.

While Andrew Oliver 
broke a barrier as the 
first Black employee at 
Virginia Tech, one of the 
Oliver sons broke an-
other.

Andrew “A.J.” Oliver 
Jr. was born to Andrew 
Sr. and Fannie Vaughn 
Oliver in 1862 amid 
the Civil War. With the 
support of his parents, 
he earned an education 
from Christiansburg 
Industrial Institute, ac-
cording to Pacheco’s 
research. The Black sec-
ondary school served 
many Black residents in 
the New River Valley un-

til 1966.
A.J. Oliver relocated 

to West Virginia and 
worked as a laborer. 
Within a decade he 
trained to become a law-
yer, according to Thorp.

In 1887, A.J. Oli-
ver became the first 
Black person admitted 
to the bar in West Vir-
ginia. Two years later, 
he moved to Roanoke 
and is believed to be the 
city’s first barred Black 
attorney.

From his law office 
in Roanoke, A.J. Oliver 
wrote a letter dated Aug. 
14, 1934, in which he 
reflected on his father 
and his childhood spent 
on the campus of what 
is now Virginia Tech. 
He wrote the letter in 
response to an article 
by Isaac Diggs, an 1880 
graduate, in Techgram, 
the university’s old alum-
ni newspaper. The article 
and letter are referenced 
in Pacheco’s research.

Diggs had mentioned 
Oliver Sr. in his article 
titled “The First Fac-
ulty.”

In his response to the 
article, A.J. Oliver wrote 
that he, too, worked on 
campus with his father.

“The fact is I was prac-
tically raised on the cam-
pus,” A.J. Oliver wrote. 
“Looking back through 
a maze of experiences, 
I consider the days that 
I served at Blacksburg 
College amongst the best 
days of my life.”

A.J. Oliver explained 
that Oliver Sr. served 
the institution from its 
origin and that he and 
his three brothers helped 

their father plant the 
first trees on campus. 
The school’s agricultur-
ist called his father “a 
natural tree artist,” A.J. 
Oliver wrote.

In the 1880s, the Oli-
ver family left Blacks-
burg for Iowa. Citing 
Michael A. Cooke’s 
“Race Relations in 
Montgomery County, 
Virginia 1870-1990,” 
Pacheco described the 
possible reason for the 
family’s departure.

Representatives from 
a coal-mining company 
had traveled to the South 
to recruit Black workers. 
The businessmen offered 
free transportation and 
$10 per week, doubling 
the average weekly pay 
in Montgomery County. 
“This led to what Cooke 
referred to as a ‘Black 
exodus’ in the New River 
Valley,” Pacheco wrote.

Oliver worked in the 
mines and later resumed 
janitorial duties as he 
lived the rest of his life 
in Iowa communities. 
According to Pacheco’s 
article. Oliver died at 
age 89.

On a visit to campus, 
the Virginia Tech com-
munity can look to the 
plaza as a reminder of 
the contributions made 
by the Oliver family and 
the many fellow Black 
people who helped build 
the university.

But the Oliver fam-
ily’s presence can be felt 
beyond the plaza and al-
most anywhere on cam-
pus.

Just look to the trees.

- Andrew G. Adkins

came the farthest in the United States 
is from Saratoga, Calif., about 2,207 
miles away,” Lepre said. “Ten of you 
are from right here in Radford.

“Each one of you has earned your 
place here, and each of you has a re-
markable story to tell,” Lepre told the 
new students. “You belong here with 
us at Radford University; your pres-
ence and your unique stories enrich 
and inspire our community.”

Catherine Schleife, a freshman from 
Saltville, Va., wants to inspire and 
contribute to her community by be-
ing a teacher, just like her mother. She 
chose Radford, partly, she said, “for 
its excellent teacher-preparation pro-
gram, and maybe, too, for the food,” 
she said, laughing while standing by 
the fountain with roommate Freya 
Jorgenson of Raleigh, N.C., after the 
two had participated in a class photo 
on Heth Lawn.

“We just ate at Dalton, and the food 
was so good,” Schleife said. “They 
have so many options here.”

In the RUC ceremony, new students 
gathered in the Performing Arts The-
atre at the Berglund Center.

After an introduction from Vice 
President for Student Affairs Susan 
Trageser, Lepre welcomed the approxi-
mately 265 students and 118 guests, 
encouraging them to have a great year 
as they pursued their academic goals.

Students also heard from interim 

Provost Orion Rogers and Dean of the 
School of Nursing Johnnie Sue Wijew-
ardane,.

Among those attending the ceremo-
ny was Ethan Hobart, a new student in 
the emergency services program.

“I’m proud to be a Highlander be-
cause this is something I’ve worked 
for,” Hobart said. “RUC was recom-
mended to me by family and friends, 
and I have a very good feeling about 
having come this far. I can’t wait to 
learn to be a firefighter and a para-
medic. It’s a dream of mine, and RUC 
will allow me to fulfill that dream.”

Lyndsey Newman, a new student in 
the respiratory therapy program, also 
attended the ceremony followed by 
an afternoon of moving into the resi-
dence hall at the Patrick Henry. She 
said she is passionate about making a 
difference in people’s lives, especially 
in light of the COVID pandemic.

“A lot of people close to me have 
been affected by respiratory illnesses 
this past year, including COVID, so I 
want to make sure what I do improves 
the health of people in need,” New-
man said. “You hear about all of these 
amazing people who graduate from 
Radford and I’m proud to be able to 
carry on that tradition. Hopefully, I 
can make other people proud to be a 
Highlander.”

-- By Chad Osborne

Highlanders from page 1
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A large tract of land located in Pearisburg VA! This property has frontage on Hen-
son Ave. and S. Main St. / Route 100. The property consists of 25.443 acres of un-
developed land. The land is mostly open with some wooded areas. Zoned AR-1. 
Great building land! Property does have public water and sewer.
 
This property is located in Pearisburg VA, across from Macy McClaugherty El-
ementary School. Right down the road from Carilion Giles Memorial Hospital, 
local shops and more. You are also just a short drive away from the New River. 

Directions – From Giles County Courthouse in Pearisburg VA, South Main Street, take a left 
on Henson Avenue. Property on the right across from Macy MClaugherty Elementary School. 
Property has a small portion of frontage on South Main Street but not accessed from South 
Main. You can access property from Henson Avenue.

Terms – 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract price. Ear-
nest Money Deposit of $5,000 on day of sale. Close in 45 days. Subject to seller confirmation.  
Property sold as is, where is with any and all faults. Buyer is expected to complete their own 
due diligence. Download Bidder Information Pack for complete terms and conditions, purchase 
contract and maps at VAAuctionPro.com

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
Wednesday September 22nd at 4 PM

Land for Sale at Auction in Pearisburg VA!
Henson Ave Pearisburg VA 24134

 Bid online now at VaAuctionPro.com

102 S. Locust Street, 
Floyd, VA  24091
(540) 745-2005

VaAuctionPro.com
Lic# 2907004059

Contact – Broker & Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at 
540-239-2585 or email gallimore.matt@gmail.com

Send community news and photos 
to communitynews@ourvalley.org

Our Lifeline Calling Plans bring discounted wireless service to 

participants in certain government-assisted programs.

Visit uscellular.com/lifelineuscellular.com/lifeline or call 1-800-447-13391-800-447-1339 for more information. 

GET THE NETWORKGET THE NETWORK
THAT WORKSTHAT WORKS

AS HARD AS YOU DOAS HARD AS YOU DO

before Lifeline 
discount.

$3425

Plans starting at

Things we want you to know:  Lifeline is a federal government benefi t program and only qualifi ed persons may participate. Lifeline service may not be transferred to any other 
individual. Applicants must present documentation of household income or participation in qualifying programs. Lifeline is only available for one phone line per household, 
whether landline or wireless. The Lifeline Calling Plan/Lifeline discounts are only available to residents in states where UScellular is an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier (ETC). 
Eligibility to receive Lifeline discounts will be verifi ed annually. Lifeline Calling Plans support all of the federal universal services provided for in 47CFR Sec. 54.101. Additional 
terms and conditions apply. See store or uscellular.com for details. ©2021 UScellular

OBITUARIES
Arey, Virginia “Pat” Siner

Virginia “Pat” Siner 
Arey, 88, of Owings Mills, 
Md., passed away Wednes-
day, Sept. 1, 2021.

Pat spent her adult life as 
a physical educator, gradu-
ating from Radford Col-
lege with a B. S. Degree, 
and from the University 
of Maryland with a Mas-
ter’s Degree. She taught in 
Virginia and Florida be-
fore fi nding her niche in 
Baltimore County Public 
Schools.

She was a beloved teacher and coach 
and was honored twice by her profession-
al organization at “Teacher of the Year.” 
She was the fi rst woman physical educa-
tion department chairperson in Balti-
more County and spent many summers 
in workshops writing physical education 
curriculum which was used not just in 
Baltimore County but nationwide.

Pat was a teacher for 34 years who nev-
er stopped learning, traveling the globe to 
32 countries after her retirement.

She was preceded in death by her 

parents, Harry and Vir-
ginia Siner; a sister, Peggy 
McGee; and a brother, 
Charles R. Siner.

Survivors include her 
life partner, Sharon Bris-
tol, of Owings Mills, Md.; 
a son, Stephen K. Arey of 
Pulaski; a sister and broth-
ers-in-law, Sarah and Larry 
Evans Phillips and Alfred 
McGee, all of Radford; 
and many other relatives 
and friends.

Th e family will receive friends from 11 
a.m. until 1 p.m. on Wednesday, Sept. 
15, 2021, at the Mullins Funeral Home 
in Radford. Memorial services will begin 
at 1 p.m. with Michael McGee, Ed Bris-
tol, and Dana McDonald offi  ciating. In-
terment will follow in Highland Memory 
Gardens in Dublin, Va.

Th e family requests that everyone 
please wear a mask and follow COVID 
safety protocol.

Th e Arey family is in the care of the 
Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory of 
Radford.

Carter, Jr., Gary Neil
Gary Neil Carter, Jr., 

46, of Blacksburg, died 
Wednesday, Sept. 1, 2021.

He was born in Mont-
gomery County on Dec. 9, 
1974.

He is survived by his 
mother, Shelby Myers; his 
father, Neil Carter; daugh-
ters Destiny Carter, Bella 
Carter, and Bailey Carter; 
sons Anthony Carter, Jer-
emy Carter, and Parker 
Carter; grandchildren Sam-

my Roman and Avi Roman; 
and a sister, Becky Honaker.

Funeral services were 
held on Tuesday, Sept. 7, 
2021, in the McCoy Fu-
neral Home Chapel with 
the Rev. Jimmie Lee Price 
offi  ciating. Interment fol-
lowed at North Fork Bap-
tist Church Cemetery. Th e 
family received friends 
from 1 to 2 p.m. prior to 
the service at McCoy Fu-
neral Home, Blacksburg.

Criner, Kathleen Shupe
Kathleen Shupe Criner 

of Blacksburg passed away 
peacefully at her home in 
the early hours of Saturday, 
Sept. 4, 2021.

She was born in Taze-
well County, in Boissev-
ain, on April 8, 1936. Her 
family moved to a farm 
in Craig County after her 
high school graduation. 
Katie started her 24 years 
of employment with Vir-
ginia Tech in the Poultry 
Science Department working with Dr. 
Paul Siegal.

She was preceded in death by her 
husband of 63 years, Lawrence Douglas 
(Doug) Criner; her parents, Matthew 
Price and Ruby Dale Holston Shupe; and 
a brother Sammy P. Shupe.

She is survived by her daughter, Diane 
Matusevich (Eric); grandchildren Tracy 
Shelton (Andy Walker) and Dewayne 

Shelton (Brittany); broth-
er and sisters, Coy Shupe 
(Terry), Fern Echols, 
Brenda Allen (Sayford), 
and Lorene Fisher; special 
nephews Timmy Shupe 
and Lloyd Echols, who 
always called her Kather-
ine; special nieces, Robin 
(Rob) and Cathy Martin; 
as well as a host of sweet 
nephews and nieces.

Th e family would like to 
extend a big thank-you to 

the Medi Hospice staff : Daniel, Kandis, 
Madison and Cassandra and caregivers 
Juanita, Carolyn, Jane, Kim, and Tanisha.

A graveside service will be held today, 
Wednesday, Sept. 8, 2021, at 1 p.m. at 
Roselawn Memorial Gardens, Christians-
burg, with the Rev. Randy Jarrells offi  ci-
ating.

Arrangements by McCoy Funeral 
Home, Blacksburg.

Smart, Bernice Fleenor
Bernice Fleenor Smart, 

85, passed away Saturday, 
Sept. 4, 2021.

She attended Faith 
Baptist Church and was a 
winder at Kollmorgen for 
over 40 years.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, Ray-
mond and Grace Fleenor.

Survivors include her 
husband of 69 years, Joseph 
Henry Smart, Jr.; a son, 
Jay Smart; daughters and 
sons-in-law, Vicki and Danny King and 
Anita and Dale Quesenberry, all of Fair-

lawn; fi ve grandchildren, 
seven great-grandchildren, 
and one great-great-grand-
child; a sister, Judy Fry of 
Christiansburg; and many 
other relatives and friends.

Services will be private.
In lieu of fl owers, please 

consider donations to Me-
di-Home Health & Hos-
pice, 141 East Main St., 
Pulaski, VA 24301.

Th e Smart family is in 
the care of Mullins Funeral 

Home & Crematory in Radford. www.
mullinsfuneralhome.com.

Stephens, Dennis Dean
Dennis Dean Stephens, 

78, passed away on Friday, 
Sept. 3, 2021, at his home 
in Radford.

He was a bricklayer and 
the retired Chief Operator 
of the Water Treatment 
Plant. He was also a mem-
ber of the Kingdom Hall 
of Jehovah’s Witnesses.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, Char-
lie and Helen Stephens; a 
son, Preston Lee Stephens; 
and a daughter, Traci D. Stephens.

Survivors include his wife, Rita Faye 
Stephens; children Brian and Mela-

nie Stephens, Dean Ste-
phens, and Lisa and Kim 
Noonkester; grandchil-
dren Charlie Stephens, 
Taylor Sowers, and Ethan 
Noonkester; fi ve great-
grandchildren; brothers 
and sisters-in-law, Patrick 
Grant and June Stephens, 
and John E. and Jackie 
Stephens; and many other 
relatives and friends.

Services will be private.
Th e Stephens family is 

in the care of Mullins Funeral Home & 
Crematory. www.mullinsfuneralhome.
com.

Precious is the Animal Care and Adoption 
Center’s resident love bug. He is 
affectionate and gentle. He loves to nuzzle 
and appreciates head and chin scratches. 
Precious is on a special diet and will need 
to continue it in his new home. He also 
needs some dental work.

Flash is an adorable, sweet rabbit. He is 
litter box trained and was occasionally 
free-roaming in a previous home. Flash 
also has a history of doing well with 
children.

PETS-OF-THE-WEEK
Each week the paper features pets from the Montgomery County Animal Care and 

Adoption Center (480 Cinnabar Road, Christiansburg). Th ose interested in adopting a pet 
can call 382-5795 or visit www.montgomerycountyva.gov/acac. Hours are 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Monday through Friday and 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. Walk-ins are welcome. 

Virginia Farm Bureau Federation 
president Wayne F. Pryor said Co-
penhaver’s background, education, 
and varied industry experiences have 
empowered him to serve the state’s ag-
ricultural producers of all size while 
strengthening export opportunities for 
Virginia’s farm commodities.

“From his farming roots to his ad-
vocacy on behalf of agriculture, we 
have had many opportunities to work 
with Brad and look forward to con-

tinuing our collaboration with him 
as commissioner,” Pryor said. “We 
are confident in his abilities to pro-
vide leadership for a number of criti-
cal programs that support farmers and 
agribusinesses in VDACS.”

Copenhaver was a Pamplin Scholar 
at Virginia Tech and graduated with 
degrees in political science and agri-
cultural economics. He obtained a 
master’s degree in business administra-
tion at the University of Washington.

Copenhaver from page 3
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To place a classifi ed 
ad, call 540-389-9355 

If you believe in 
your business 
and want to 

build it...

ADVERTISE!

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

401K PLANS
For many individuals, this is their largest asset. 

Let us help you protect what you have saved.

JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM

TALK TO WALT

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

CALL NOW to advertise 389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES 
D I R E C T O R Y

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the 
old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  
knocking loud

 and clear.

389-9355

   
   H

OUSE NEED A BATH?
SIDEWALKS

DRIVEWAYS

GUTTERS

HOUSES

DECKS

PORCHES

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708     USMC RETIRED    drillinstr@gmail.com

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

House-hunting 
couldn’t 

be easier.

Lesley Owens Ins Agency Inc
Lesley Owens, Agent
8202-A Williamson Rd, Roanoke, VA 24019
Bus 540-366-6384   Fax 540-366-6625
1451 W Main St, Salem, VA 24153
Spartan Square Shopping Center
(540) 404-3694
lesley.owens.hy9j@statefarm.com

Thank you for your loyalty.  We appreciate you.
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ADVERTISE!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

MAKE AN 

“A”
IN ADVERTISING!

BOOK YOUR 
SPOT TODAY!

To place 
your ad, 

call 389-9355

Yard Sales - 
Botetourt County

Fall/Winter Bizarre 

Yard Sales - Craig 
County

Yard Sale 

Yard Sales - 
Montgomery County

Garage Sale 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

Wanted - To Buy
Cash paid 

Coin Collections 
Or Indian artifacts 

540-988-2420 

Lost & Found

MISSING 
TOBY, 

For Rent - 
Apartments

2, 3, 4 BR 
Townhouse Style  

 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

WANTED: 

Help Wanted - 
Clerical

TAP (Total Action for 
Progress) is the second 
largest community action 
agency in Virginia, 
employing more than 300 
employees. We 
encourage people to think 
creatively, grow 
professionally, and make 
a positive impact within 
the agency and in the 
communities in which we 
serve

Temporary 
Administrative Assistant 

This position requires 
multi-tasking, working 
the front desk 
receptionist duties as      
well as assisting the 
Program Director. Also 
requires being proficient 
in Microsoft Office 
Programs. ** This 
position will end 
2/25/2022** 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
2021-2022 

Legals - Craig 
County

Notice of Public 
Sale  

Legals - City of 
Radford

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 
ON APPLICATION 

TO VACATE A 
PORTION OF 
UNIMPROVED  

HARVEY STREET 
IN THE CITY OF 

RADFORD, 
VIRGINIA 

Legals - City of 
Radford

Legals - City of 
Salem

Notice is hereby 
given to 

Notice is hereby 
given to  

2021-2022 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

Legals - City of 
Salem

Legals - Craig 
County

Legals - 
Montgomery County

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

www.christiansburg.org/yout
ube

www.christiansburg.org/publ
ichearings

awarren@christiansburg. 
org
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If your child is entering 7th grade they 
Meningitis, HPV, and Tdap 

vaccines in order to enroll. Talk to your 
doctor and vaccinate them now!

Back
Schoolto

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration#
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and 

activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 

terms and conditions.   

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

TRANSFORM YOUR BATH OR SHOWER
IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY

CALL NOW

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This 
promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This 
offer expires Sept  30, 2021. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. 

for details.  ©2021 BCI Acrylic, Inc. 844-945-1631

Offer Expires 9.30.2021

NO PAYMENTS &
NO INTEREST

   FOR 18 MONTHS**

$500 Off*
OR

FOR

Military & Senior 
Discounts Available

STATEWIDE  ADS

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 
other states.  Affordable 
Print and Digital Solutions 
reaching your target au-
diences. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Vir-
ginia Press Services 804-
521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Vinyl Replacement Win-
dows Starting at $235* 
Installed w/Free Trim 
Wrap Call 804-739-8207 
for MORE details! Ronnie 
Jenkins II Siding, Roo  ng, 
Gutters and More!

GENERAC Standby Gen-
erators provide backup 
power during utility power 
outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and com-
fortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a 
free quote today! Call for 
additional terms and condi-
tions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a 
solar plus battery storage 
system. SAVE money, re-
duce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power 
outages and power your 
home. Full installation serv-

STATEWIDE  ADS

STATEWIDE  ADS

STATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS

Legals - 
Montgomery County

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

Notice of  
Public Sale 

 

 

 

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

TOWN OF VINTON 
NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC HEARING 

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

Legals - 
Montgomery County

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

STATEWIDE  ADSSTATEWIDE  ADS
ices available. $0 Down Fi-
nancing Option. Request a 
FREE, no obligation, quote 
today. Call 1-833-688-
1a378

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts. Call 1-877-
614-6667

Dont let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone who 
struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or 
wants to regain access 
to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-888-
510-0805

HELP WANTED 

HIRING? We can help you 
 ll your open positions! 
Promote job listings region-
ally or statewide! Affordable 
Print and Digital Advertis-
ing Solutions reaching job 
seekers. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Vir-
ginia Press Services 804-
521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one 
days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-0126. 
Se Habla Espanol. BBB 
Member.  HYPERLINK “ht-

tps://hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com” https://hiltonoliverat-
torneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! 
No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help 

pay funeral and other  nal 
expenses. Call Physicians 
Life Insurance Company- 
844-509-1697 or visit  HY-
PERLINK “http://www.Life-
55plus.info/vapress” www.
Life55plus.info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with 
the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 
kit! Call 888-608-4974

Wanted to Buy or Trade
FREON WANTED: We pay
$$$ for cylinders and cans. 
R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. 
Convenient. Certi  ed Pro-
fessionals. Call 312-291-
9169 or visit Refrigerant-
Finders.com

ADVERTISE!

Name: _________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________

City: _____________________State: ___________Zip: ___________ 

Telephone: ______________________________________________      

Check Enclosed _____ or call (304) 647-5724 to pay by credit card

Mail to:  Circulation Department, NEWS MESSENGER, 
P.O. BOX 429, Lewisburg, WV  24901 or call us at (304) 647-5724. 

SUBSCRIPTION TO NEWS MESSENGER
Subscribe online at montcova.com or mail to address below

PRINT ONLY

Yearly Print Only Subscription 
$44.00 Radford    $53.00 Virginia

$57.00 Out of State

DIGITAL ONLY
DIGITAL

& PRINT
One Year 

Digital Subscription 
$29.00

Yearly Print & Digital 
Subscription

$72.00

YOUR LOCAL NEWS

JUST THE WAY YOU LIKE IT!

“We provided intelligence support 
and massive air power for this fi ght. 
Th e Taliban was defeated by December 
2001 and Al Qaeda was destroyed by 
spring 2002,” he said.  “Mission ac-
complished. Th at’s when we should 
have left, but policy makers who didn’t 
understand Afghanistan, the culture, 
its history, the many diff erent tribes, 
decided to ‘create’ a nation where none 
had ever existed.  Th at was the mistake.

“When the U.S. is pushed, we re-
spond superbly, the CIA especially.  
Within ten days of the attack, the first 
CIA team was in Afghanistan begin-

ning the fight.  We accomplished our 
objectives with less than 300 CIA and 
military personnel on the ground.

“War is personal, very personal. I 
lost three good friends in Afghanistan 
in the first year and a fourth elsewhere 
in the world in our war against Al Qa-
eda.  Our young people pay the price 
for our older politicians’ mistakes.

“Stay vigilant and bold and ruth-
less.  The U.S. had been at war with 
Al Qaeda long before September 2001 
and the war continues even though 
the last soldier left Kabul airport on 
August 30, 2021.”

Stiles from page 1

Kiwanis from page 1

Send community news and photos 
to communitynews@ourvalley.org

turner, a basket maker, a bullet mak-
er, hand-crafted leather, a corn shuck 
chair bottomer, and the Wilderness 
Trail Museum.

The community stage sponsored by 
Shentel will be in the Dollar General 
Store parking lot on West Main Street 
near Burger King  with performances 
beginning at 9:00 a.m. and ending at 
4:00 p.m. Any performers interested 
in showcasing their talent at the fes-
tival, should call 540-230-5494. In-
dividual performers and small groups 
are welcome to apply.

A second stage sponsored by Great 
Road on Main will be located on 
North Franklin Street at the intersec-
tion of Main Street near the Atlantic 
Union Bank. Again, performers will 
be available from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m.

Two food courts will offer several 
vendors preparing and cooking fresh 

food. One food court will be located 
on North Franklin Street near the 
Main and Franklin intersection and 
the other will be placed on East Main 
Street near the Christiansburg Town 
Hall.

Openings for food vendors are still 
available.

In past years, the arts and craft fes-
tival has drawn from 7,500 to 10,000 
attendees from all over Virginia and 
neighboring states.

All proceeds from this event ben-
efit the youth-focused programs of the 
Christiansburg Kiwanis Club, which 
assumed operation of the festival from 
the Montgomery County Chamber of 
Commerce in 2009.

Admission to the event, parking, 
and the children’s area is free.

For more information about the 
festival, visit www.wildernesstrailfes-
tival.com.
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Montgomery Sports
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Locally Owned and Operated Since 1963
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Hearing Aid Sales & Service, Inc.
ANDERSON AUDIOLOGY

Hear Better Live Better
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COVID still causing game cancellations 
Due to the rising number of 

COVID cases at Amherst High 
School, Blacksburg’s game on 
Friday, Sept. 10, and the JV 
away game on Sept. 9 have been 
canceled.

Blacksburg will now travel to 
Grundy High School on Friday, 
Sept. 10, for a 7 p.m. game.

Grundy’s original opponent 
also paused its football program 
due to COVID. 

Th is brings the total to eight 
games cancelled in Western 
Virginia in the last two weeks 
because of the “fi ve dreaded let-
ters.”

Area’s Top Five teams: 1) Sa-
lem (1-1), 2) Christiansburg (2-

0), 3) Radford (2-0), 4) Narrows 
(2-0), 5) Glenvar (2-0). 

Games this week:
William Byrd (0-2) at Chris-

tiansburg (2-0)
Byrd only has seven seniors 

on this year’s unit and is looking 
for a lot of players to grow up 
quickly.

Last week: William Byrd fell 
42-10 at the hands of Hidden 
Valley. Th e Terriers did produce 
132 yards on the ground but 
were held to 71 through the air.

Christiansburg connected 
on a 33-yard touchdown from 
Casey Graham to Travis Altizer 
with seven second left in the 
contest for a 33-27 win over 
Abingdon. 

Broadcast: 101.7 FM.
Prediction: Christiansburg 

28, William Byrd 7
Blacksburg (0-2) at Grundy 

(0-1)
Last week: Blacksburg ran 

into a buzz saw in defending 
Region 3 Class 3 champs Lord 
Botetourt 42-6.  Defensive back 
Ethan Walker returned a Brat-
ton fumble 73 yards for a touch-
down to give Blacksburg their 
fi rst points of the 2021 season. 
Blacksburg managed only seven 
yards rushing but tallied over 
100 through the air with Spen-
cer Campbell under center. 

Prediction: Grundy 30, 
Blacksburg 21.

Floyd (1-1) at Auburn (0-2)
Last week: Floyd moved to 

1-1 on the season with a 43-26 
win over Patrick County. Nate 
Saltus rushed for 132 yards, 

and quarterback Kaleb Fenton 
added 93 rushing and 123 yards 
passing. Seth Dunbar caught 
four passes for 58 yards. 

Auburn is still trying to put 
things together under a new 
coach and fell 26-7 to Craig 
County. Freshman quarterback 
Landon Marrs scored a touch-
down in the loss. 

Prediction: Floyd 38, Auburn 
9

North Cross (2-0) at Eastern 
Montgomery (0-2)

Last week: North Cross rolled 
to a 43-6 win over Norfolk 
Christian. Connor Lange threw 
three touchdowns. 

Eastern Montgomery was 
shut out 35-0 by Rural Retreat. 
Seth Burleson topped EastMont 
with 33 yards on 15 carries. Ru-

ral Retreat held the Mustangs to 
70 total yards.

Prediction: North Cross 27, 
Eastern Montgomery 21

Radford (2-0) at Ft. Chiswell 
(0-2)

Last week: Ft. Chiswell fell 
14-7 to George Wythe, whom 
Radford beat in week one. Fort 
Chiswell led 7-0 on a 95-yard in-
terception return by Logan Selfe. 
Th e Pioneers had just 71 yards of 
total off ense as Ezra Varney ran 
for 41 yards on 16 carries.

Radford’s Marcell Baylor ran 
for a touchdown in the fourth 
quarter as the Cats held on for a 
21-17 win over Gate City. Tyrell 
Dobson scored two touchdowns. 

Broadcast: 100.7 FM.
Prediction: Radford 32, Ft. 

Chiswell 14.

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Botetourt downs Blacksburg

PHOTOS BY JON FLEMING
Blacksburg’s David Oliver races upfield after intercepting a Lord Botetourt pass 
deep in Bruin territory. Botetourt took the 42-6 win.

Blacksburg quarterback Spencer Campbell is pressured by Lord Botetourt’s D.J. 
Toliver during the second half. The Bruins fell to 0-2 with the loss.

Blacksburg’s Malcom Sherman-Collins picks up yardage after catching a pass from 
quarterback Spencer Campbell.

Eastern Montgomery falls to 0-2

PHOTOS BY KYMN DAVIDSON-HAMLEY
Seth Burleson gains some yardage for the Mustangs before being tackled by a 
host of Rural Retreat players Thursday night. Burleson had 33 yards on 15 carries.

Eastern Montgomery’s Vincent Alessi (left) closes in on a Rural Retreat receiver.

While protected by Seth Burleson, Eastern Montgomery’s Ben Via considers his 
passing options. Rural Retreat held the Mustangs to 70 total yards in the 35-0 loss.



Page 10 • Wednesday, September 8, 2021 • News Messenger www.ourvalley.org

If your child is entering 7th grade they 
Meningitis, HPV, and Tdap 

vaccines in order to enroll. Talk to your 
doctor and vaccinate them now!

Back
Schoolto

Say hello to James Cabler.

James.Cabler@AtlanticUnionBank.com
50 North Franklin Street
Christiansburg, VA  24073
540.382.6052
NMLS #713047

MEMBER FDIC

Join us in welcoming him as the new Branch Manager of 
the Franklin Street location.  

My passion is helping people and local 
businesses achieve financial success in our 
community. When they do, I’ve done my job.

((

))

AtlanticUnionBank.com

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

The Big South has named Highlander Kat Parris (left) its Freshman of the Week and 
RU's Kayla Thomas (right) its Defensive Player of the Week.

Highlanders Kat Parris and Kayla 
Th omas earn Big South weekly awards

Th e Big South Confer-
ence announced Monday 
afternoon that fresh-
man Kat Parris has been 
named the Big South 
Freshman of the Week 
and Kayla Th omas has 
been named the Big 
South Defensive Player 
of the Week.

Th e beat goes on for 
the Highlanders' fresh-
man break-out so far 
this season as she added 
another goal and two 
assists. Despite play-

ing in just two games so 
far, Parris leads the en-
tire conference in shots 
(nine), assists (four), 
game-winning goals 
(two), and points (eight). 
Parris opened the scor-
ing against Woff ord in 
a right-place, right-time 
header, and her two as-
sists came from perfectly 
placed passes for Rad-
ford's second and sev-
enth goals.

While the off ense 
shined bright last Friday 

night, Th omas kept the 
team organized and stur-
dy the entire 90 minutes. 
Th omas and the defense 
limited Woff ord to just 
three shots on goal the 
entire night despite mul-
tiple pushes by the Wof-
ford off ense that could 
have resulted in worse 
outcomes. Th e road shut-
out marked the fourth 
straight game Radford 
held its opponent to zero 
goals while away from 
the home turf.

Kicking off the season on a strong note in front of Hokie Nation for the first time in 
650 days, the Virginia Tech football team defeated No. 10 North Carolina 17-10 in 
Lane Stadium Friday night.

Five takeaways from Virginia Tech 
football’s win over No. 10 North Carolina

1. Tech's defense came 
to play. North Carolina 
came into Lane Stadium 
with a Heisman hope-
ful in quarterback Sam 
Howell, along with a 
high-octane offense that 
averaged 41.7 points per 
game in 2020. Tech's 
defense rose to the chal-
lenge, forcing three 
turnovers and holding 
the Tar Heels to just 10 
points behind a first-half 
shutout and consistent 
effort over the final 30 
minutes. Linebacker Dax 
Hollifield and defensive 
backs Jermaine Waller 
and Chamarri Conner 
intercepted passes from 
Howell, who was con-
stantly under pressure 
by the Hokies' defensive 
line, which had six sacks.

 2. Th e Hokies earned a 
big top-10 win. Knocking 
down a ranked foe to begin 
the season is not new to the 
Hokies in the Justin Fuente 
era, as it happened three 
years ago Labor Day week-
end in Tallahassee (No. 19 
Florida State, 24-3). Th e 
win at home over the Tar 
Heels, who were ranked 

No. 10 in the AP poll and 
No. 9 in the coaches' poll, 
marked Tech's fi rst top-10 
win in Lane Stadium since 
2009 when it upset then-
No. 9 Miami (Fla.). Th e 
UNC win also was Tech's 
fi rst win against an AP 
top-10 team with Frank 
Beamer not as head coach 
since 1964 (No. 10 Florida 
State), as Jerry Claiborne 
was head coach for that 
game.

3. Braxton Burmeis-
ter looked right at home 
as Tech's no.-1 quar-
terback. The Oregon 
transfer, who made just 
the fifth start of his ca-
reer, came out firing on 
all cylinders, taking the 
Hokies' offense down 
the field on its open-
ing drive and getting 
a touchdown, which 
he ran in himself. He 
would keep his mojo 
going in the first half, 
starting 7-for-8 passing 
and eventually giving 
the Hokies a 14-0 edge 
after a second-quarter 
touchdown pass to tight 
end James Mitchell. He 
cooled off in the second 

half, as he said in the 
postgame press confer-
ence, but made enough 
plays down the stretch to 
keep Tech's comfortable 
lead sustained. With 
the win, the 6-foot-1, 
205-pound dual threat 
moves to 4-1 as a starter.

4. Time of posses-
sion favored the Hok-
ies. Game planning 
coming into this much-
anticipated game was a 
huge part of which team 
would have success, and 
the Hokies certainly 
had their ducks in a row 
when it came to that, 
especially on offense. 
Fuente mentioned he 
did not deliberately tell 
offensive coordinator 
Brad Cornelsen to hike 
the ball right before the 
play clock would expire 
each snap, flirting with 
a delay of game pen-
alty, but it was a certain 
aspect that the offense 
did intentionally as the 
game went on and it 
worked. Keeping the ball 
away from the preseason 
ACC Player of the Year 
in Howell, as well as 

Juniors complete Two-Tour 
challenge on Blue Ridge Golf Tour

Th e prestigious Virgin-
ian Golf Club opened its 
doors again to all-star players 
from the Blue Ridge Junior 
Golf Tour (BRJGT) and the 
Sneds Tour for the annual 
“Two-Tour Challenge." 

Th is unique event has 
been played since 2018 and 
is contested in match play 
style. Nine points were at 

stake in the match play com-
petition that featured a “4-
ball” or “better ball” format 
of play on the opening nine 
holes and singles matches on 
the closing nine holes.  

In “4-ball” or “better 
ball,” each player is paired 
with a partner.  Th e two play 
their own ball throughout 
the hole but count the score 
that is lowest.  During the 
singles matches, each player 
competes against one player 
from the opposing side. 
Each team had six players 
and vied for three points 
during the “4-ball” matches, 
and six points during the 
singles matches.  

In the fi rst 4-ball match, 
the Blue Ridge team of 
Tanner Walls of Matheny, 
W.Va., and Major Ewing of 
Blacksburg defeated Caleb 

Brummett of Abingdon and 
Ethan Lawson of Kingsport, 
Tenn., 3-up.  

Match two went to the 
Sneds Tour team of Will 
Sanders of Johnson City, 
Tenn., and Connor Brum-
mett of Abingdon. Th ey 
were 1-up winners over 
the Blue Ridge Junior Golf 
Tour pair of Walker Gil-
lespie of Pearisburg and 
Ryne Bond of Floyd.  

Match Th ree featured 
the BRJGT team of Chase 
Coley of Chilhowie and 
Grayson Sheets of Marion 
competing against Boone 
Hatcher of Johnson City 
and Carter Wolfe of Gate 
City.  It was Coley who lead 
the BRJGT to a 1-up advan-
tage by sinking an 8-foot par 
putt on the par-5 third hole. 
Th e win gave the BRJGT 

team a 3-1 advantage. 
But the next two matches 

were won by the Sneds Tour 
to even everything up at 3-3.  

In the next match, Caleb 
Brummett became ill, prob-
ably due to excessive heat.  
Th e Abingdon High School 
senior played two additional 
holes before conceding the 
match to Ryne Bond, which 
provided the BRJGT a 4-3 
advantage on its way to a 5-4 
win. 

“Th is is always a fun 
event,” BRJGT Coordina-
tor Dewayne Belcher said. 
“Match play poses many 
stressful situations that is 
good experience for the 
young player. We are very 
appreciative of Th e Virgin-
ian for their hospitality. It's 
a wonderful venue for this 
competition.”

keeping the Hokie de-
fense rested, Tech used a 
10-minute advantage in 
time of possession to its 
advantage. Tech would 
have the ball for over 20 
minutes in the first half, 
letting UNC have it for 
under 10 minutes and 
holding them to zero 
points at the break.

5. Hokie Nation re-
turned in full force and 
made a huge difference. 

Last Monday, the Tech-
UNC season opener was 
announced as a sellout, 
and Fuente joked his 
phone was blowing up 
after the fact with alums 
and NFL Hokies trying 
to get back in town for 
the game. Well, they and 
the rest of Hokie Nation 
proved to be the differ-
ence as the Tar Heels 
shot themselves in the 
foot with false starts and 

miscues due to a raucous 
crowd. The student sec-
tion was full well before 
kickoff, the pregame 
show included skydiv-
ers and enhanced fire-
works presentation with 
on-field fire pillars, and, 
last but not least, the 
return of "Enter Sand-
man" brought the house 
down to set the stage, 
a stage UNC couldn't 
overcome.
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