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Christiansburg’s Fall Cleanup set for Oct. 2-15.

The Town of Chris-
tiansburg  will offer its
Fall Cleanup from Oct. 2
through Oct. 15.

During this time, the
town will collect special
items placed out at the
curb at no cost to the resi-
dent. These special materi-
als must be placed out on
the resident’s regular gar-
bage collection day. While
there is no charge for items
picked up during this time,
there will be a charge as-
sessed for items placed out
after October 15.

Items must be placed
within 10 feet of the street
pavement and must be
placed in piles separate
from normal trash. Loose
materials must be placed in
bags and/or containers not
exceeding 32 gallons. Place
piles at least three feet from
any objects (including gar-
bage and recycling contain-
ers).

During Fall Cleanup, all
residents are strongly en-
couraged to move any items
away from the street that
are not intended for pickup
(e.g., basketball goals, lawn
and gardening equipment,
personal cans or contain-
ers). It can be difficult for
cleanup crews to determine
which items are intended
for pickup and which are
not, so please move all per-
sonal property back from
the street. Any containers
or personal cans left at the

During Christianshurg’s Fall Cleanup from Oct. 2 through
Oct. 15, the town will collect special items placed at the
curb at no cost to the resident.

street will be removed with
cleanup items unless clearly
marked “do not remove.”
The town will not be re-
sponsible for any items left
at or near the street that
residents did not intend to
have hauled away.
Examples of items the
town will pick up during
Fall Cleanup include: fur-
niture; appliances includ-
ing sinks and tubs (limit
two per household); pas-
senger car and truck tires
(limit four per household;
no larger than 20-inches);
tire rims (no limit); tree
limbs,  trimmings, and

brush leaves (bagged only);
landscape timbers; paint
cans and sealer cans (only
if open and dry); barrels/
drums (only if dry, ends are
removed and did not con-
tain hazardous material);
and railroad ties/timbers
(limit five per household).
Separate materials into
piles by material type. Pile
bagged leaves, tree limbs
and trimmings in separate
piles. Pile tree limbs—four-
inches in diameter and
smaller—separate from logs
and tree limbs larger than
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The Christianshurg High School Chamber Ensemble, under the direction
of Mandy Steele, was among the featured performers at Saturday’s

festival.

Christiansburg Kiwanis Club
presents Wilderness Trail Festival

The Kiwanis Club of Christians-
burg turned downtown into a place
of celebration and fun Saturday,
Sept. 18, by sponsoring the 48th an-
nual Wilderness Trail Festival.

Last year’s festival was cancelled
because of the pandemic. Some
sponsors and vendors nevertheless
chose to donate their pre-paid fees to
the club and the club had some re-
serves on hand, so all planned youth
activities were funded.

This year’s event included the usu-
al local arts and crafts vendors, craft
demonstrations, a childrens area,
two stages, an emergency services
area, great food all day, and raffles.

A noticeable change to Saturday’s
footprint was that Hickok Street
was closed by the town for planned
repairs. The vendors normally lo-
cated there were moved to East

See Fall Cleanup, page 2

See Festival, page 3

Hauntingly beautiful traditional
Andes music from Bolivia was
played at the festival by ltumiray
on the Zampona (pictured) and the
quena.

Montgomery among districts receiving school innovation grants

Montgomery County is among the
statewide school districts that have been
awarded a second-year school innovation
grant.

Montgomery will receive a $50,000
grant under the auspices of the state
Board of Education’s Profile of a Virginia
Graduate program.

The award was announced Monday by
Virginias Superintendent of Public In-
struction James Lane.

The grant will be used by the Mont-
gomery school system to implement the
Profile of a Virginia Graduate program
through innovative technology courses
and career pathways. Teacher externships
and student internships will allow both
educators and students to earn I'T micro-
credentials.

“These grants will help ensure that the
vital work of innovation in our public
schools continues despite the disrup-

tions caused by COVID-19,” Lane said.
“These innovations are aligned with the
Virginia Department of Education’s vi-
sion of maximizing the potential of all
students and equipping young people
with the skills needed to succeed and
graduate college, career and life ready.”

The 2021 Virginia General Assembly
authorized up to $500,000 in competi-
tive grants for the 2021-2022 school year
for divisions to plan innovations ap-
proved by the Virginia Department of
Education or to implement previously
approved plans.

The legislature defined the essen-
tial elements of program innovation as
student-centered learning with progress
based on proficiency, real-world connec-
tions aligned with local workforce needs
and emphasizing transitions to college or
career or both, and innovative models for
educator support and staffing.

Virginia Tech students cross the Drillfield. Photo by Ray Meese for Virginia Tech

VT President Tim Sands updates

Blackshurg campus on COVID-19 status

In an open letter to the Vir-
ginia Tech student community,
President Tim Sands has pro-
vided an update on the COV-
ID-19 status on the Blacksburg
campus.

“The start of the fall semester
has reminded us of the value of
in-person learning in our in-
structional spaces and in our liv-
ing communities. It is especially
gratifying to once again see hun-
dreds of students cross the Drill-
field during class changes. The

seismic event in Lane Stadium
for our football season opener
underscored what we have
missed during the pandemic:
the indelible value of shared ex-
periences.

“Its good to be back, and
to come back strong. And al-
though the pandemic still has
the potential to change our sta-
tus, we have good evidence that
your vigilance in observing pub-
lic health policy and guidance
made it possible for us to start

the semester with a degree of
confidence and optimism about
the future.

“I know that most of our
community members follow
our COVID dashboard, but I
think it is also important to pro-
vide context, share what we have
learned so far, and offer some
possible scenarios going for-
ward. I appreciate the sacrifices

you have all made to allow a full-
See VT Update, page 3

The unexplored region of the
atmosphere that could help
predict climate change

CREATIVE COMMONS IMAGE / CC BY 3.0.

Large wildfires create pyrocumulus clouds that carry aerosols into
the atmosphere where they influence climate change by upsetting the
halance of radiation reaching the Earth’s surface. Better data about how
aerosols hehave in the atmosphere can facilitate more accurate climate

prediction.

About 17 kilometers above the
Earth’s surface, the first layer of
the atmosphere meets the second
one. At a boundary called the tro-
popause, the troposphere ends and
the stratosphere begins. Straddling
this interface, for about five kilo-
meters on either side, is a band of
the atmosphere labeled, matter-
of-factly, the “upper troposphere/
lower stratosphere” — the UTLS.

This chilly slice of dust and gases
doesn’t get a lot of press. But the

materials swirling around in it
powerfully influence the climate
we experience on Earth, and good
data about what’s going on in the
UTLS will power much more ac-
curate models of how we can ex-
pect the climate to change, and
when. So far, however, we know
very litdle.

“It literally is, as hard as this is
to believe, an unexplored region

See Climate Change, page 6
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Thursday, Sept. 23:

Noise Alert: VT Alerts Testing

Virginia Tech will conduct a full-scale test of
its VT Alerts emergency notification system on
Thursday, Sept. 23, between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m.
During the test, there will be outdoor sirens
with annunciators on the Blacksburg campus.
For more information, visit heeps://vix.vt.edu/

notices/adm-evergreens/ops-VTAlertsTest.
heml.

Eastern Divide Brewing Co. Christmas
Store Fundraiser

From 3 to 9 p.m., Eastern Divide Brewing
Company will donate $1 to the Montgomery
County Christmas Store for every pint, flight,
or soda sold.

From 5 to 7 p.m. a silent auction will be
held. Bring a new pack of childrens socks or
underwear to stock the shelves of the Christ-
mas Store and be entered to win a door prize.
Go to www.mcchristmasstore.org for more in-
formation.

What Isn't Remembered

At the Radford Public Library from 7 to
8 p.m. Kiristina Gorcheva-Newberry, winner
of the 2021 Raz/Shumaker Prairie Schooner
Book Prize in Fiction, is a Russian-Armenian
émigré who moved to the U.S. in 1995 after
witnessing perestroika and the collapse of the
Soviet Empire. She graduated from both Rad-
ford and Hollins universities. She has published
over 50 stories and has received eight Pushcart
nominations.

Dungeons & Dragons: Level 5 (In-person)
D&D One-Shots at the Radford Public
Library. The shadowy city of Radishford has
been plagued by mysterious birds, but it’s all
reaching a pinnacle with level 5: The Carrion
King. Email duncanhall@radfordva.gov to

join either in person or virtually (via Discord)

at4:30 p.m.

Family READS

At the Blacksburg Library at 5:30 p.m. This
is an English Learning program for families.
Parents will learn and practice English and
learn how to read with their children. Children
ages 3-8 will do fun education activities. Sib-
lings are welcome and homework help will be
available. Families will be provided free dinner.
Pre-registration is required. To register, call 540-
382-7262, or email Anne Abbott at aabbott@
Ivarv.org.

Saturday, Sept. 25:

Galaxy Jars

At the Blacksburg Library at 1 p.m. Wel-
come, teens and tweens. Learn how to make
galaxy jars. All supplies will be provided. Email

mroach@mftl.org with any questions.

Candle Making Workshop

At the Blacksburg Library at 3 p.m. Cele-
brate fall with cozy homemade scented candles.
All supplies will be provided. Registration is re-
quested. Call the library for more details and

to register.

Thursday, Oct. 7:

American Legion meeting

American Legion Harvey-Howe-Carper
Post 30 will meet at 7 p.m. at the VEW Post
Home in Radford. For further information, call
250-2283 or 239-9864.

Tuesday, Oct. 12:

Sons of Confederate Veterans meeting

The Sons of Confederate Veterans, Stuart
Horse Artillery Camp 1784, will meet at 7
p-m. at Aly’s Family Iralian Restaurant at 3204

Riner Rd. Members of the United Daughters
of the Confederacy (UDC) are invited to this
meeting, For further information, call 320-
4315 or 239-9864.

Wednesday, Oct. 20:

Radford Army Ammunition
(RFAAP) Community Meeting

The (RFAAP) Community Meeting has
been rescheduled to Wed., Oct. 20, 2021, at
6 p.m. at the Christiansburg Library. The re-
scheduling of this meeting will allow RFAAP to
provide the most current updates on environ-
mental and modernization projects. Broadcast
on Facebook Live from the Radford Army Am-
munition Plant Facebook page.

These meetings are open to the public and
are an opportunity to learn about RFAAP
Modernization and Environmental Projects.
The public can reach out with questions, or
to conduct research on their own through sev-
eral resources, including: Facebook: https:www.
facebook.com/RadfordArmyAmmunition-
Plant/;

Homepage: http://www.jmc.army.mil/Rad-
ford/RadfordDefault.aspx;

Email:  usarmy.radford.peo-eis.list.rfaap-
public-affairs@mail.mil.

Plant

Through September:

Blacksburgs Market Square Jam 2021

The last two weeks of Blacksburgs Mar-
ket Square Jam 2021 will be held today, Sept.
22, and next Wednesday, Sept. 29 at Market
Square Park from 7 to 9 p.m.

Simply Elemental Art Exhibit

The Simply Elemental art exhibit in the
Hahn Horticultural Garden (on the Virginia
Tech campus) is on display through Sept. 30.

Take-and-Make Crafts

All month at the Blacksburg Library.

Craft kits are available all month long. Each
week the library will offer a new craft for kids
to take home.

Interactive Movie Kits

All month at the Christiansburg Library and
the Meadowbrook Public Library.

The kits contain popcorn and props for
four individuals to make movie night interac-
tive. The movie is not included and supplies are
limited.

Crafts-to-Go

All month at the Meadowbrook Public Li-
brary

Drop by the Meadowbrook Public Library
for Take and Make Craft Kits. Available at the
library or with curbside pickup. They are free
but supplies are limited.

Through October:

Radford Farmers Market

The Radford Farmers Market continues
each Saturday through Oct. 30 from 9 am. to
1 p.m. in the New River Valley Community
Service parking lot (the Old Wade's parking lot)
on West Main Street.

Christiansburg Farmers Market

The Christiansburg Farmers Market contin-
ues every Thursday through Oct. 28 from 3 to
7 p.m. in the Christiansburg Recreation Center
parking lot.

Passports at Radford Public Library

Radford Public Library is a Passport Accep-
tance Office. Call (540) 731-3621 to set up an
appointment time. Those planning overseas
travel should get their passports as early as pos-
sible as the wait list is currently 18 weeks.

YMCA at Virginia Tech raflling oft four Notre Dame tickets

Thanks to a donation
of tickets from ESPN
Blacksburg, the YMCA at
Virginia Tech will raffle
off four tickets to Virginia
Tech’s Oct. 9 game against
Notre Dame at Lane Sta-
dium.

The drawing will be held
on Friday, Oct. 1, 2021, at
5:00 p.m. at the YMCA’s Y
Center, 1000 N. Main St.
in Blacksburg. The raffle

tickets are $15 each with
no limit on the number
of raffle tickets that may
be purchased. To purchase
rafle tickets, visit the Y’s
website  (hteps://vtymca.
org/football-raffle-2021)
and click on “Purchase
your raffle tickets here.”
The seats are in the sta-
dium’s East Stands in Sec-
tion 19R with a total value
of approximately. $800.

All proceeds for the
football raffle benefit the
YMCA at Virginia Tech
and its community out-
reach initiatives that in-
clude education programs,
anti-hunger initiatives,
after-school children’s pro-
grams, tutoring, and inter-
national services.

One winning raffle
ticket will be drawn, and
the individual whose

FaII Cleanup from page 1

four-inches. Logs must have a maxi-
mum length of four feet. Please re-
move all limbs. Do not block drainage
ditches, gutters and sidewalks, water
meters, and sewer cleanouts.
Examples of items the town WILL
NOT pick up during Fall Cleanup
include any construction and demoli-
tion materials (including but not lim-
ited to wood, metal, concrete, stone,
except as noted above); heavy machin-
ery; automobile parts or accessories;
kerosene heaters; fuel oil tanks of any
size; commercial truck, tractor/trailer
tires; hazardous household wastes
such as paint, pesticides and cleaning
chemicals (see note below); tree/brush
materials associated with land/lot

clearing for construction; tree stumps;
pressurized containers; and electronic
components such as televisions and
computers.

The town does not pick up house-
hold hazardous waste. Please do not
include these items to be picked up.
Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)
(including paint, pesticides and clean-
ing chemicals) is waste that is consid-
ered to be toxic, poisonous, corrosive,
reactive, flammable, or combustible.

Residents are encouraged to call
Public Works at 540-382-1151 for
clarification before placing out ques-
tionable items. Information can also
be found on the Town website at www.

christiansburg.org/cleanupFAQ.

Hearing Aid Sales & Service, Inc.

Locatty Owned and Qperated Since 1963

Complete Hearing Evaluation

Hear Better L ive Better

Video Otoscopic Exam

Marie Church, M.S.
Audiologist & Hearing Aid Specialist

Sherry Deeb, B.S. SLP/A
Hearing Aid Specialist

Risk-Free Trial

WYTHEVILLE, VA
(276) 228-0866

DUBLIN, VA
(540) 674-4889

We have Four Offices to serve you!

BLACKSBURG, VA - 3607 S. MAIN ST - (540) 381-6967

GALAX, VA
(276) 236-0778

VJIDEX

HIGH DEFINITION HEARING

Open Mon thru Fri, 8:30 am - 5:00 pm - anderson-audiology.com

Send community

news and photos to

communitynews@ourvalley.org

name is drawn will win
all four tickets. A total of
2,000 raffle tickets will be
printed and be available
for sale.

The tickets are on sale
now and will be sold un-
til Friday, Oct. 1. Persons
must be at least 18 years
old to purchase a raffle
ticket.

The winner does not
need to be present to win

and will be notified via
email, telephone call, and/
or mail.

Members of the YMCA
at Virginia Tech’s Board of
Directors, and the senior
leadership staff, and their
spouses are not eligible to
purchase raffle tickets.

By purchasing a raffle
ticket, each individual
agrees to have his or her
contact information added

to the Y at VT’s database
for future communica-
tion purposes. The winner
agrees to allow the Yat VT
to utilize his or her name
and likeness in marketing
and communication proj-
ects. The prize may be sub-
ject to taxes. Payment of
that tax is the responsibil-
ity of the winner. As such,
the winner must complete

an IRS Form 1099.

Parking updates ahead of
Saturday’s home foothall game

To accommodate the in-
creased volume of vehicular
traffic on campus, the fol-
lowing parking and traffic
changes will be in place
for the Saturday, Sept. 25,
home football game. Vehi-
cles must be removed from
these lots and roads or be
subject to being towed.

Friday, Sept. 24

The following lots and
roads will be restricted to
no additional parking after
5 p.m. All vehicles must be
removed from these lots
and roads by 8 p.m.

Litton—Reaves/Wal-
lace Hall Lots (located off
Washington ~ Street  and
Duck Pond Drive), Colise-
um Lot (located off Wash-
ington Street and Beamer
Way), Track/Field House
Lot (on Beamer Way); Vet—
Medicine Lot (north side
only), Health and Safety
Lot (located off Beamer
Way), Food Sciences Lot,
Maintenance Lot (located
off Southgate Drive), En-
gel/Cheatham Hall Lot,
Price Hall Lot, Davidson
Hall Lot, Smithfield Lot
(located off Smithfield
Road), Architecture An-
nex—Media Lot, Lower
Stanger Lot, Rec Field
Lot (off Beamer Way),
Wright House Lot, Hahn
Lot, Duck Pond Drive Lot

(the Cage only the com-
muter/graduate  interior
section at the south end
of the lot near Vet-Med),
Beamer Way Duck Pond
Overflow Lot (located off
Oak Lane), Hahn Hurst
Lot and the Basketball
Extension Lot, VTES/
University Library Storage
Facility lots, Squires Lot,
Ag. Quad Lot, Parking
Services Lot.

Commuter, graduate,
and resident student ve-
hicles parked along the
outside perimeter of the
Duck Pond Road Lot (the
Cage) must be relocated
by 5 p.m. All resident stu-
dent vehicles must be re-

moved from the Stadium
and Chicken Hill Parking

Lots by 8 p.m.

Resident students may
park in the following ar-
eas:

Resident  section  of
Duck Pond Drive Lot
(the Cage) interior spaces
only (the perimeter of the
lot is reserved for RV ve-
hicles); surface spaces in
Perry Street Lot #1, Prices
Fork Lot #6, or level 5 (the
roof) of the Perry Street
Garage.

Vehicles that park in
the Perry Street areas will
need to be moved back
into a resident lot by 7
a.m., Monday, Sept. 27,
to avoid being ticketed.

For more information
contact Parking Services at

540-231-3200.

A Day of Certified Training on the
proper use of Muzzle loading Cannons
Oct. 2 from 8am to 3pm

Come join us for
training & lunch.

A fee of $40.00 covers the day.

473 Blue Grass Trail
Newsport in Giles County.
knibbsbattery@aol.com

Location:
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Christiansburg Aquatic Center
October fitness schedule

Morning Fit (Monday/Wednesday);
9:15-10:15 a.m., Oct. 4-21, $42 resi-
dents; $52 non-residents.

This shallow water workout combines
calisthenics style movements with varia-
tions of upper and lower body resistance
exercises. Participants will jog, kick,
march, and jump through the water
to improve their cardiovascular fitness,
muscular endurance, and flexibility.

Danielle Bland is the instructor in the
slide side of the leisure pool with a maxi-
mum enrollment of 16.

Warm Water Workout (Monday/
Wednesday); 10:30-11:30 a.m.. Oct.
4-27, $50 residents; $60 non-residents.

This warm water exercise program is
designed for individuals with arthritic
and mobility limitations. This class is
for those whose goal includes increasing
strength, flexibility, and range of mo-
tion in a relaxing and low impact atmo-
sphere.

Danielle Bland is the instructor in
the therapy pool with a2 maximum en-
rollment of 10. Due to limited spacing
and class popularity, the center is limit-
ing the class to one session per person
per month.

Rolling in the Deep (Tuesday/Thurs-
day); 9:30-10:30 a.m., Oct. 5-28, $42
residents; $52 non-residents.

Strap on an aqua belt for a deep-wa-
ter class in the competition pool. Par-
ticipants can expect to perform aerobic
exercises such as jogging and skiing to
develop core strength.

Jilliann Kowalcik is the instructor
with a maximum enrollment of 20. This
class allows drop-in participation.

Warm Water Workout (Tuesday/
Thursday); 9:15-10:15 a.m., Oct.5-28,
$50 residents; $60 non-residents.

Danielle Bland is the instructor in
the therapy pool with a maximum en-
rollment of 10. Due to limited spacing
and class popularity, the center is limit-
ing the class to one session per person
per month.

Warm Water Workout (Tuesday/
Thursday); 10:30-11:30 a.m., Oct.5-28,
$50 residents; $60 non-residents.

Danielle Bland is the instructor in
the therapy pool with a2 maximum en-
rollment of 10. Due to limited spacing
and class popularity, the center is limit-
ing the class to one session per person
per month.

Hydro Power (Tuesday/Thursday);
5:45-6:30 p.m., Oct. 5-28, $42 for resi-
dents, $52 for non-residents.

This aqua class combines cardiovas-
cular training and muscle conditioning
through methods of interval training,
abdominal work, and muscle enduring
activities. These combinations provide
a great workout with the use of equip-
ment such as pool noodles and water
weights in the leisure pool.

Jilliann Kowalcik is the instructor
with a maximum enrollment of 20. This
class allows drop-in participants.

Swim and Trim (Wednesday); 7-7:45
am., Oct. 6-27, $22 residents, $32
non-residents.

Participants can start their day off
right with a new routine consisting of
half dryland workout and half water
workout. Its guaranteed to hit all the
right muscles and have everyone ready
to conquer the rest of the day. Partici-
pants should bring their own mat or ex-
tra towel for the deck exercise portion.

Julliann Kowalcik is the instructor in
the leisure pool with a maximum enroll-
ment of eight and two participants per
lane. This class allows drop-in partici-
pants.

Rise N’ Shine Water Aerobics
(Wednesday); 7-7:45 a.m., Oct. 6-27,
$27 residents, $37 non-residents.

This morning class will get partici-
pants ready for the day. This is an aero-
bics class for the early risers so they can
kick off their day energized.

Edward Tickle is the instructor at the
slide side of the leisure pool with a maxi-
mum enrollment of eight.

Fluid Movement (Friday); 8-9 a.m.,
Oct. 22-Nov. 19 with no class on Nov.
5, $27 for residents, $37 for non-resi-
dents.

Motion is lotion for the joints. This
class provides exercises that assist with
balance, stability, and range of motion
with a gentle, movement filled workout
in shallow water. Low impact, the water
helps relieve discomfort of exercise or
stretching while relieving stress and in-
creasing flexibility and balance control.

Ana McRoberts is the instructor in
the therapy pool with a maximum en-
rollment of eight.

Fit and Fabulous (Friday), 9:15-
10:15 a.m., Oct. 22-Nov. 19 with no
class on Nov. 5, $22 for residents, $32
for non-residents.

This one-hour workout will increase
functional movement, range of mo-
tion, muscle strength, and flexibility by
using inspiration from workouts such
as HIIT, Tabata, Kickboxing, Aqua
Zumba, and Pilates. Workouts will
vary weekly to keep participants mov-
ing and on their toes. Upbeat music
combined with a little bit of something
for everyone creates a fabulous workout
for all fitness levels.

Ana McRoberts is the instructor in
the leisure pool with a maximum en-
rollment of 12. This class allows drop-
in participants.

Aqua Yoga (Saturday), 9-10 a.m.,
Oct. 23-Nov. 20 with no class on Nov.
6, $28 residents, $38 non-residents.

Aqua Yoga utilizes the principles and
movements of hatha yoga and adapts
them to the water. The yoga poses prac-
ticed in this class will help participants
develop strength and static balance,
and increase their range of motion. Be-
ginners are welcome.

‘Thea Vincenti is the instructor with
a maximum enrollment of 10. This
class allows drop-in participants.

VT Update ...
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PETS-OF -“THE-WEEK

Each week the paper features pets from the Montgomery County Animal Care and
Adoption Center (480 Cinnabar Road, Christiansburg). Those interested in adopting a pet
can call 382-5795 or visit www.montgomerycountyva.gov/acac. Hours are 11 a.m.-6 p.m.
Monday through Friday and 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. Walk-ins are welcome.

Gibhons enjoys making friends of the
human variety and may do best in a home
without other pets. In the past, he has
shown that he doesn’t like other dogs.
Gibbons knows the “sit” command and will

Animal Care and Adoption Center
resident Perly is a pleasantly plump
kitty who will need hygiene help from
her humans due to her weight and long
hair. She tends to show an independent
spirit and prefers not to be carried. She

scale reopening, everything
from vaccinations to testing
to masking in indoor public
spaces

“For some in our com-
munity, including the immu-
nocompromised and those
who live with unvaccinated
individuals, the threat of CO-
VID-19 is ever-present. Our
high vaccination rate is mak-
ing a difference, but we know
that the threat will loom until
the pandemic has subsided in
our communities and across
the globe.

“Here is what our data
and the evolving science tell
us about the status of CO-
VID-19 in our Blacksburg
campus community:

“Our mitigation measures
are working. From the first
day of classes on Aug. 23
through Sept. 17, the total
number of positive tests re-
corded by Schiffert Health
Center on Virginia Techs
Blacksburg campus was 158.
This is 19 percent of the 823
cases recorded over the same
period in fall 2020, a time
when the virus was much less
transmissible than the current
Delta variant.

“Vaccines are making the
difference. The vaccination
rate of the total population of
students and employees, some
45,000 individuals, is 96 per-
cent. Of the 139 positive tests
from students since the start
of the semester, about 40 per-
cent were among the small
percentage (<5 percent) of
students who were not fully
vaccinated. Thus, our data in-
dicate that unvaccinated Vir-
ginia Tech students are more
than 15 times more likely to
test positive than fully vacci-

nated students.

“Our outdoor events have
not been associated with an
increase in COVID-19 in-
cidence. We estimate that
17,000 Virginia Tech stu-
dents and thousands of Vir-
ginia Tech employees were in
attendance at our first foot-
ball game on Sept. 3. As of
Sept. 17, the seven-day aver-
age of daily positive cases on
our campus was 4.7, and the
seven-day average of positivity
was 1.0 percent, compared to
8.1 positive tests/day and 2.3
percent positivity on Sept. 3.

“In the broader Blacks-
burg community, the New
River Health District reports
that average daily positive test
numbers changed from 85
to 106 over the same period.
New River Health District
Director Noelle Bissell has
verified that there has not
been an increase in reported
cases ascribable to Virginia
Tech’s football home opener
on Sept. 3, nor have we seen
evidence of transmission at
other large outdoor events.

“These data and observa-
tions are encouraging, but
we must remain vigilant. We
look forward to the day when
we can relax the remaining
restrictions and ease back to-
ward a more comfortable and
“normal” experience on our
campuses and in our com-
munities. We will continue to
monitor the data and adapt
to the evolving guidance from
the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention.

“It has taken a commit-
ment across the Virginia Tech
community to get us to this
point. Thank you for making
it possible for all of us to enjoy

the Virginia Tech experi-
ence this semester, and for
taking care of yourself and
those around you.

“Be Committed. Be
Well.”

gladly pose for a tasty treat.

children.
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may do hest in a home without younger

At the festival, the public got the chance to see the drones used hy Wing to make

deliveries in Christianshurg.

Main Street and the medi-
cal parking lot. The Home
Improvement Row was lo-
cated on West Main Street
near Burger King.

The overall festival grew
once again as an additional
food court was added, and
the number of vendors
grew so that space extended
on Main Street from Burg-
er King to town hall.

The childrens area was
located in front of the At-
lantic Union Bank branch
at the intersection of Main
and Franklin streets. It in-
cluded two inflatables, a
slide, and a bouncy house.
This location was close to
the emergency service lo-
cation on South Franklin
Street that included fire
trucks, rescue vehicles, and
police cars.

The live crafters area was
greatly enhanced and was
located on East Main Street
in the town hall parking
lot. This area included a
blacksmith, a wood turner,

a basket maker, a bullet
maker, hand-crafted leath-
er, a corn shuck chair bot-
tomer, and the Wilderness
Trail Museum.

The community stage
sponsored by Shentel was
in the Dollar General Store
parking lot on West Main
Street near Burger King
with performances begin-
ning at 9:00 a.m. and end-
ing at 4:00 p.m.

A second stage spon-
sored by Great Road on
Main was located on North
Franklin Street at the inter-
section of Main Street near
the Atlantic Union Bank.
Again, performances ran
from 9:00 a.m. until 4:00
p-m.
Two food courts offered

several vendors preparing
and cooking fresh food.
One food court was on
North Franklin Street near
the Main and Franklin in-
tersection and the other
was placed on East Main
Street near the Christians-
burg Town Hall.

In past years, the arts
and craft festival drew from
7,500 to 10,000 attendees
from all over Virginia and
neighboring states.

All proceeds from this
event benefited the youth-
focused programs of the
Christiansburg ~ Kiwanis
Club, which assumed op-
eration of the festival from
the Montgomery County
Chamber of Commerce in
2009.

~ LEAGUEBOWLERS <

(Practice Your Game Each Day)
Only $1.75 per game
Monday - Thursday - (Friday til 5pm)

-

s @ B

KID’'S BOWL 2 FREE GAMES
SUMMER SIGNUP EXTENDED
*Summer signup through October 31*

£ COMING SOON! Halloween Boogie Bowl

Call 382-5525
for more information

575 Arbor Drive,

Christiansburg
www.nrvsuperbowl.biz

e Forestry Mulching/Brush Cutting
eRight of Way & Land Clearing

e Stream & Pond Services

e Light Excavating/Grading

ePipe & Culvert Cleaning

*Rock & Stump Removal

e Crane Services

e Bucket Truck Services
e Underground Utilities
e Storm Water Management

eSite Prep + Small Job Specialty

APX Services LLC
540-566-6920

FREE X-RAY & CONSULT FOR

NEW DENTURE PATIENTS’

Ask about our
Best Price Guarantee™

ROGER D. CAMPBELL, DMD
GENERAL DENTIST

AFFORDABLE DENTURES & IMPLANTS -
CHRISTIANSBURG

175 CONSTON AVE
CHRISTIANSBURG, VA 24073

888.925.6677

*Free X-ray & consult offer has a minimum value of $75 and covers a
consult & atraditional 2-D X-Ray at initial visit. **Bring in a treatment
plan from any competitor and we will beat the total treatment plan
for comparable services. Treatment plan must come from a licensed
dentist within the past six months for comparable services and
is subject to verification. Some plans are excluded. Full details of
the Best Price Guarantee are available from our web site or at this
practice. [Valid until December 31, 2021.]

02345-1

AFFORDABLEDENTURES.COM
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Rock and roll may never die, but. ..

Looks like Neil Young got it
right when he sang, “Rock and roll
will never die.”

Unfortunately, the same can-
not be said for those who enrich
our lives with their rock and roll.
Folks of my baby-boomer gen-
eration have been forced to stand
helplessly by while our music icons
have stubbornly persisted in dying.

Some died of so-called natural
causes after long and productive
lives. (See Aretha Franklin, Johnny
Cash, David Bowie, Glen Camp-
bell.) Others died tragically, their
lives and careers cut short whether
by the hands of others (See John
Lennon, Selena, Marvin Gaye.)
or from their own self-destructive
behavior. (See Kurt Cobain, Janis
Joplin, Whitney Houston, Tom
Petty.)

We hear much about the vaga-
ries of life in the fast line. (See The
Eagles.), but its perhaps worthy of
note that (speaking of the Eagles)
at his death Glenn Frey had been

married to his second wife for more

than 25 years with three children.
Cory Wells of Three Dog Night
was martied to his wife for 50 years
and had five grandchildren. David
Bowie and Iman were married for
24 years with Bowie insisting it
was love at first sight. They worked
hard to keep their relationship pri-
vate and personal, away from the
tabloids. Upon Bowies death in
2016, Iman vowed never to re-
marry.

I have a long list of concerts the
wife and I have attended, but men-
tion of Cory Wells brings to mind
one I missed. I was all set for a Dog
concert at the Georgia National
Fair, but it was cancelled at the last
minute because of Wellss health.
It was pretty bad indeed; he died a
few days later.

Mention of Three Dog Night
dates me, I know, but did you
know that at one stretch the group
had 17 consecutive number-one
hits? 'm impressed.

But I do understand that I have
reached the age when I am a walk-

ing anachronism. I suspect most
folks feel that way when their years
accumulate faster than the national
debt. Much about these times we
live in now has simply passed me
by, and, trust me, I feel no urge to
catch up. Ifs not worth the trouble.

Nevertheless, I try not to be too
hard on today’s pop music. I really
like Rag and Bone Man, for in-
stance, and as far as 'm concerned,
“Thunder” by Imagine Dragons
is about the most creative and
imaginative song I've ever heard.
And Ed Sheeran’s “Perfect” is just
about perfect. (Has anybody seen
the video in which Sheeran sings
“Perfect” with Andrea Bocelli? Talk
about perfect!)

But to prove that 'm an anach-
ronism, [ feel no guilt or shame in
admitting that Roy Orbison re-
mains my all-time favorite singer,
and hes been dead since 1988.
Here’s a weird and wonderful fact:
My wife and I saw Roy in concert.
About a year ago. How is that pos-
sible? Holograms. Perfectly syn-

chronized with a 40+-piece orches-
tra and background singers. Weird
but wonderful. After a song, the
audience, including me, applaud-
ed, and I caught myself wonderful
what the heck we were applauding,
After all, it’s not like he was there.

The pattern for the early decades
of our lives, wonderfully enough,
is that of addition. For some time,
we add: education, experience, a
spouse, children, material things.
At some point on our timeline,
however, we reach and step across
a tipping point. Its impossible to
identify exactly when this momen-
tous event occurs; we can only look
back one day with the somewhat
startling realization that we have
been there and done that.

Once the tpping point is
crossed, sadly enough, the pattern
of our lives becomes subtraction.
We start losing things: our health,
our parents, our pets, our energy,
our hearing, our enthusiasm.
Mostly, though, we lose people as
our circle of life seems to become

smaller: friends, acquaintances,
and family. The final bit of subtrac-
tion, of course, is ourselves.

We can all stll enjoy and sing
along to the subtracted musicians
work, but its just not the same
somehow even with an astonish-
ingly produced hologram with an
orchestra. And there will never be
any new music.

So it’s up to us to make our own
new music, though not necessar-
ily with a keyboard or an electric
guitar. We make our music by the
love we spread, the joy we share,
the service we render. Once again,
some rather talented old rock and
rollers had it right: The love you
take is equal to the love you make,
the closing line in, appropriately
enough, the song “The End’ in the
Beatles’ Abbey Road album.

The author is a man “of a certain
age” who lives in Christiansburg
with bis wife and son and a crippled

cat.

Buddy King: How my music devices have evolved

My morning routine
involves rising early, be-
tween 5:30 and 6:00 and
“easing into the day.” Sev-
en days a week, 365 days a
year. Probably influenced
by my Dad’s farm boy up-
bringing, I have never at
any point in my life slept
in, not even in high school
when many of my friends
would take great pride in
sleeping until the “crack

of noon” on Saturdays or
in college when the night
before and the time to rise
and shine got perilously
close together.

I have the fondest of
memories of my Dad’s
start to his day. He would
sit at the table in our little
kitchen reading the Roa-
noke Times and listen-
ing to Louis “Rooster”
Kanode on our local radio
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station, WBCR (standing
for Blacksburg, Christians-
burg, and Radford, and
later changing its call let-
ters to W]JJ, standing for
nothing that I knew of.)

The other morning I was
thinking of those long-ago
early mornings and how
my Dad would listen to
Rooster on his transistor
radio. It “dawned”(pun
intended) on me that it
might make for an inter-
esting column to write
about how the devices 1
listen to music and sports
and news on have evolved
over the years.

My first memories of
the “device” (what we call
them these days) on which
I listened (we “stream”
these days) to music and
talk was a combination of
a radio, a turntable and a
piece of furniture. It had a
radio dial across the front
and a hinged door which
pulled down and held
a  “phonograph” player
which folded out to play
records: 33’s, 45’s and 78’s.
These numbers stood for
the number of revolutions
per minute (thus, rpm’s)
that the vinyl spun on the
turntable.

I vaguely recall a fourth
version, the 16 rpm, the
movement of which must
have been barely percep-
tible to the naked eye. I
don’t recall ever seeing one
in action (such as it was).

I remember three of
these “cabinet radios,”
one in each of the houses
I grew up in: my parents
house, my Aunt Maggie

5. Part of (abbr.)

8. At the peak

12. African antelope

14. Expression of satisfac-
tion to
15. Yankees’ ace

26. Country singer Brad birds
30. Make very happy
31. Binary compound of
hydrogen with a metal
32. Albanian currency
33. Subatomic particle
34. Type of salt
39.007’s creator

62. You

46. Observed

47. Capable of
reproduction

49. Indicates adjacent

50. Legendary Notre

59. Stumble

60. Midway between
east and southeast
61. W. Indian trees

63. Pigpen
64. Be aware of

49 50

56 57

59 60

62 63
CLUES ACROSS 42. Emerging CLUES DOWN
1. One of the four Vedas  44. Railroad flare 1. Crease

5. Southern Colombian
6. Part of a church
7. Perceptible by touch

16. Belittled Dame coach 8. Pronounce not guilty of  42. Folk singer DiFranco
18. A baglike structure 51. Not wide criminal charges 43. Rivne’s former name
19. Utah Jazz coach Snyder 56. An embarrassing 9. Hairpiece 44, Flat ruler

20. Actress Tomei mistake 10. Variety acts 45, Lacking the means to
21. Explosive 57. Pearl Jam’s debut ~ 11. “Mystic River” actor do something

22. Formal for “on” album Sean 47. Cockatoo

23. Cruelties 58. Denotes passerine  13. Remove salt 48. Dred Scott decision

17. Went out with
24. Type of bread

26. Philosophy degree
27. Yes vote

28. Passports and licenses

are two
29. No seats available

2. “Honey” actress Jessica
3. Broad volcanic crater
4. Product safety watchdog

25. Popular Eagles song

64

35. Pounds per square inch
36. A way to launch an
attack on

37.The lowest cardinal
number

38. Popular Miller beer

40. Pokes holes in

41. Closest to

city

deliverer

49. Explosion exclamation
52. Canadian flyers

53. Houston university
54. At some prior time
55. Red, swollen mark

and grandmother Weav-
er’s house, and my Aunt
Mary Alma’s house. They
were prominent fixtures
in each house, predating,
and then co-existing with
the television age I grew
up in. My memories of
listening to radio or play-
ing records on these devic-
es are limited but warm.

I also remember that as
we moved into the mid-
60’s, my folks bought a
“console” from Kyle Jen-
nings at the Music House.
It was a more impressive
cabinet radio with table
legs and a sliding top that
covered the turntable and
radio dial. It produced tet-
rible sound, but my Dad
said it was “stereo,” and
it was one of the Rents
proudest possessions.

I remember a 78 al-
bum of Gene Autry doing
“Rudolph the Red-nosed
Reindeer” and of Bing
Crosby doing “White
Christmas”, and putting
a spindle in a 45 record to
make it fit in order to lis-
ten to “Big Bad John” and
“Going to Kansas City”
and 33 and 1/3 albums ga-
lore: Perry Como, South
Pacific and Bill Cosby (I'm
thankful my parents never
learned of his downfall).
I also remember listening
to the broadcasts of col-
lege football games, par-
ticularly play-by-play guy
Frank Soden saying, “The
Gobblers have the ball on
their own 20, first and 10,
moving from left to right
on your radio dial.” How
did Frank know that?

One remembrance of
that age is the mini-liquor
cabinet I eventually made

from the cabinet radio in
my Aunt Maggie’s house.
Pm pretty sure I got the
idea from my Cousin
Bobby, who had done the
same with the radio from
his Mom’s house. Mine
is still in my attic some-
where.

The next device I re-
member was a simple
childlike record player in
my bedroom. As I recall, it
only played 45s, and the
records usually had three
songs on each side. I re-
member listening to “The
Lion Sleeps Tonight” and
“Hang Down your Head
Tom Dooley” on my little
phonograph player.

As I grew older, and
more “sophisticated” in
my tastes, I moved into
the fairly short-lived era
of “eight tracks.” These
things were large car-
tridges  encasing mag-
netic tapes that played
the music after you slid
them into the eight-track
player. These players were
known to occasionally
“eat” the tape, ending the
lifespan of that cartridge.
If you were lucky, the
eight track player didn’t
completely swallow the
tape and you were able to
extract it so that the player
could live again. This was
during my high school era
and [ listened to artists
like Grand Funk Railroad
and Jimi Hendrix and the
soundtrack from Wood-
stock played very loudly
on my cight-track player.
I am pretty sure I remem-
ber hearing my Dad say
to my Mom once when a
tape had snapped in the
player, “I hope he can’t fix

the damn thing this time.”

I played my collection
of eight-track albums
in a large player in my
bedroom (behind closed
doors) and in another one
that I installed in our sec-
ond family car, which I
usually had access to dur-
ing my junior and senior
years of high school. T have
vivid memories of Friday
afternoons before going to
the gym at CHS to dress
for our football games. In
an effort to “psych my-
self up” and get “reckless,
I would get on the old
“Mud Pike” (a frontage
road between Christians-
burg and Radford) and
drive very rapidly and lis-
ten to Sly and the Family
Stone or Canned Heat do-
ing “Going up the Coun-
try” at a very high volume.
No doubt a contributor to
my current hearing issues,
but fun at the time.

At some point later,
the “eight-track years”
evolved into the cassette
phase. These were smaller
and the era lasted longer.
The cassettes also suffered
from the malaise of snap-
ping and getting wrapped
around the internal or-
gans of the machines
that played them. I had a
bunch.

I can’t leave this era of
my high school years with-
out mentioning the “four-
track player.” 1T am not
positive of their history,
but I believe four-tracks
lived less than one “phone
year” and were quickly re-
placed by the eight-track.
I wouldn’t even bother

See King, page 6

Virginia is sixth-best state

for teachers: WalletHub

The personal finance
website WalletHub Mon-
day released its ranking of
the most teacher-friendly
states in the country. The
Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia emerged a winner
in WalletHub’s rankings,
landing as the sixth-best
state for teachers based on
24 teacher-friendliness in-
dicators.

As WalletHub points
out, teaching can be a
profoundly rewarding ca-
reer, considering the criti-
cal role educators play in
shaping young minds.
But many teachers find
themselves  overworked
and underpaid. Educa-
tion jobs are among the
lowest—paying occupations
requiring a bachelor’s de-
gree, and teacher salaries
consistently fail to keep
up with inflation. Mean-
while, the Every Student
Succeeds Act demands
growth in student perfor-
mance. And this year, the
COVID-19 pandemic has
continued to make teach-
ers jobs even harder than
usual.

Earlier in 2021, Wal-
letHub continues, teach-
ers in many schools across
the U.S. had to provide
online-only instruction to
students or a hybrid of on-
line and in-personal learn-
ing. Because of the diffi-
culties of switching to this
system, a massive number
of students experienced
significant learning loss.
While schools are reopen-
ing this fall, teachers still
have to contend with new
variants of the disease and
rising case levels

In some states, teachers
are more fairly paid and
better protected against
the current pandemic than
in others. Those states are
less likely to face a revolv-
ing door of teacher turn-
over. To help Americas
educators find the best
opportunities and teach-
ing environments, Wal-
letHub compared the 50
states and the District of
Columbia using what it
considered to be key in-
dicators of teacher-friend-
liness.

Some of

the

factors

that helped determine
Virginias high ranking
(with the lower num-
bers indicated the better
teacher-friendliness) were
average starting salary for
teachers (adjusted for cost
of living): 17, quality of
the school system: fourth;
pupil-teacher ratio: 28;
public school spending
per student: 25; teachers
income growth potential:
1; projected competition
in year 2028: 11; 10-year
change in teachers sala-
ries: 7; existence of digital
learning plan: 1.

The five states that
WalletHub ranked more
teacher friendly than Vir-
ginia in its survey were
1. New York 2. Utah 3.
Washington 4. Pennsylva-
nia 5. New Jersey.

The ten least teacher-
friendly places in the Unit-
ed States, according to
WalletHub, were 42. New
Mexico 43. Louisiana 44.
Hawaii 45. Missouri 46.
Nevada 47. Montana 48.
Arizona 49. Maine 50.
District of Columbia 51.
New Hampshire.
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Alderman, Ersell William

Ersell William Alder-

man, 85, passed away Fri-
day, Sept. 17, 2021, at his
home in Dublin.

He was a U.S. Army
veteran and a member
of Max Creek Baptist
Church.

He was a retired super-
visor with Giffin Pipe. Er-
sell was preceded in death
by his parents, Robert Lee
and Pearl Ethel Alderman;

Betty Hanks of Chris-
tiansburg and Patricia
Buckland of Narrows;
and many other relatives
and friends.

The family received
friends on Tuesday, Sept.
21, 2021, at the Max
Creek Baptist Church.
Funeral services followed
with the Rev. Mike Cole-
man officiating.

Graveside services with

and a daughter, April.

Survivors include his loving wife of
56 years, Gloeda S. Alderman; sons Wil-
liam David Alderman and his fiancée,
Pam, of Dublin, Tony and Jill Alderman
of Radford, and Kevin Neal Alderman
and Cheryl of Lynchburg; nine grand-
children and one great-grandchild on
the way; brothers and sisters-in-law, Ray
and Vicky Alderman of Salem, Bobby
and Shirley Alderman of Merrimac, and
Henry and Frances of Vinton; sisters

full military rites will be
held today, Wednesday, September 22,
at 2 p.m. in the Southwest Virginia Vet-
erans Cemetery in Dublin.

In lieu of flowers, contributions may
be made to Gideons International, PO
Box 923, Radford, VA 24143 or to St
Jude Children’s Hospital, 501 St. Jude
Place, Memphis, TN 38105-9959.

The Alderman family is in the care of
Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory in

Radford.

Gibson, William
“Bill” Horace

William “Bill” Horace

Gibson, 93, of Christians-
burg, passed away Friday,
Sept. 17,2021,

He was a US. Army
Veteran who retired from
Hercules with over 35 years
of service. He was most re-
cently an avid farmer who
always enjoyed taking the
tractor for a spin.

Bill was preceded in death
by his parents, Eugene and

and Michael Mantz; and
many other relatives and
friends.

A graveside service with
full military honors will be
held at 3 p.m. on Thursday,
Sept. 23, 2021, at the Pleas-
ant Hill Cemetery in Willis
with Pastor Diana White of-
ficiating,

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made to the
First Baptist Church in

Mary Gibson; and a sister.

Survivors include his wife of 69 years,
Doris Semones Gibson; a godson, Anthony
Price II; cousins Dr. Wallace and Emogene
Huff; special friends Tony and Sherry Price

Radford, 215 Third Ave.,
Radford, VA 24141.
The Gibson family is in the care of Mul-

lins Funeral Home & Crematory in Rad-
ford.

Linkous, Michael Todd

Michael Todd Link-
ous, 51, passed away at
his home in Radford on
Wednesday, Sept. 15,
2021. He was a photog-
rapher  specializing in
abstract and artistic pho-
tography. He worked for
National Geographic and
Seventeen magazines, as
well as his own business,
Visual Mojo. He par-
ticipated in and received

grandparents Colbern and
Radie Linkous; and ma-
ternal grandparents Frank
and Christine Edwards.
Survivors include his
father, Donald E. Link-
ous; daughters Hailey and
Alexa Linkous and their
mother, Shannon Link-
ous; sister and brother-in-
law, Michelle and Michael
Turner; aunt and uncle,
Brenda and Emory Smith;

awards in many art shows
across the world.

He loved grilling Cajun/New Otrleans
food and considered himself an honor-
ary New Orleanian. He loved his family
deeply, especially his daughters.

He was preceded in death by his
mother, Connie Faye Linkous; paternal

and numerous cousins and
friends.

A memorial gathering was held from 5
until 7 p.m. on Monday, Sept. 20, 2021,
at the Mullins Funeral Home in Radford.

The Linkous family is in the care of
Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory in
Radford. www.mullinsfuneralhome.com.

Surface, Joyce Lucas

Joyce Lucas Surface, 72,
of Blacksburg, died Sun-
day, Sept. 19, 2021.

She was born in Ches-
terfield County, Va. on
Oct. 11, 1948, to the late
Lacy Lee and Nellie Sue
Bland Lucas. She was also
preceded in death by three
sisters, Bonnie Sue Royal,
Barbara Lee Thompson,
and Betty Jo Sheppard;
a nephew, Brian Stuart

sy Thompson; nephews Joe
Sheppard and Blake Royal;
her mother-in-law, Mary
Jane Surface; four sisters-
in-law; and two brothers-
in-law.

A funeral service will
be held today, Wednesday,
Sept. 22, 2021, at 2 p.m.
in the McCoy Funeral
Home Chapel with the
Rev. Jimmie Lee Price offi-
ciating. Interment will fol-

Sheppard; and a beloved
dog and companion, Kasey.

She is survived by her husband, Eric
Surface; son Anthony Wayne Crawford
and significant other Haley; a niece, Mis-

Be sure
to ‘Like’
the News

Messenger

on Facebook.

low in the Levi and Mary
Jane Surface Family Cemetery in Blacks-
burg. The family will receive friends from
1 to 2 p.m. prior to the service at McCoy
Funeral Home, Blacksburg.

Blume, Edna Earl

Edna Earl Blume, 95, of
Blacksburg died Thursday,
Sept. 16, 2021.

She was born in Hills-
ville, Va. on April 9, 1926,
to the late Eddie Leroy
and Malesia Webb Akers.
She was a longtime mem-
ber of Blacksburg Baptist
Church

Following her teaching
at PHS, she was Extension
Home Economist for two

University and VPI, and
then retired to commu-
nity activity and doing
five-to-ten mile runs. Her
voluntary membership in
the American Legion Aux-
iliary allowed her to serve
at the local, state, and na-
tional positions.

She is survived by her
husband, Dr.  George
Blume; and a brother,
Benny Bruce Akers.

years in Carroll County.
Then after one year at VPI, working
with clothing and home furnishings pro-
grams, she completed a Master of Science
Degree at Ohio State University where
she stayed for 12 years as State Extension
Clothing Specialist, working the western
and northern sections of the state with
Ohio State University as her home base.

In 1968, she married Dr. George
Blume, moved to Blacksburg, taught
in the clothing departments at Radford

Funeral services were
conducted Monday, Sept. 20, 2021, at
11 am. in the McCoy Funeral Home
Chapel with Dr. Tommy McDearis of-
ficiating. The family received friends
immediately following the service at the
funeral home.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests
that memorial contributions be made
to the Blacksburg Baptist Church Food
Drive, 550 N. Main St., Blacksburg, Va.
24060.

Hoyt, Carol Sue Nickle

Carol Sue Nickle Hoyt,
79, passed away on Friday,
Sept. 17, 2021.

She was preceded in
death by her parents, Nor-
man and Ruth Nickle; and
her husband, Larry Gordon
Hoyt.

She is survived by her
daughter and son-in-law,
Julie and Mike Sexton; a
son, Jeff Hoyt; grandchil-
dren Zack (Maria), Nathan

and Debbie Nickle; special
friend Bonnie Wood; and
other relatives and friends.

Graveside services were
held on Sunday, Sept. 19,
2021, in Sunrise Burial
Park in Radford.

The family requests that
contributions be made in
Carol’s memory to Carter
Street United Methodist
Church, 1229 Second St,
Radford, VA 24141.

and Bethany Sexton, and
Jeff, Brandon, Kristin, Grace, Elsa and
Cora Hoyt; brother and sister-in-law, John

The Hoyt family is in
the care of Mullins Funeral Home & Cre-
matory in Radford.

Lucas, Luke Matthew

Luke Matthew Lucas,
48, of Hiwassee, passed
away on Monday, Sept.
13, 2021, at Charleston
Trauma Center of West
Virginia. He was born in
Montgomery County on
Mar. 6, 1973.

He was preceded in
death by his parents,
James (Jimmie) Lucas and
Brenda Simpkins and his
in-laws, Allen and Shirley

and Kevin Yoders.

After dropping out of
high school, he decided
to go back and get his di-
ploma. It took him three
years to get it, but he did
it. He worked at Turman
Lumber Company as a
sawyer for 30 years. In his
spare time he enjoyed be-
ing with friends and fam-
ily, hunting, fishing, wood
working, and riding his

Bryant, and a grandchild.

He is survived by his wife of 29 years,
Melissa Lucas (Sweetcheeks); his chil-
dren, Samantha and Danielle Lucas;
three brothers and their significant oth-
ers, Mark (Stephanie) Lucas, John (Ami)
Lucas, and Joey Lucas (Laura); a sister,
Leona (Jamie) Adkins; brothers-in-law
Jimmy (Barbara) Pack, Allen Pack, and
a special brother-in-law, David Helton;
sisters-in-law, Mary (Jeff) Linkous, and
Jackie Bryant (fiancé, Carl Jr. Letner);
and multiple aunts, uncles, nieces, neph-
ews, great-nieces, great-nephews, and
cousins; four very special lifelong friends
Donnie and Tina Shephard, Ralph Janey,

Harley.

You could always catch him tinkering
around with things and fixing them back.
He had a special heart for his dogs and
bird (Babe). He would do anything for
anyone and had a heart of gold, as well
as always having a smile on his face no
matter what. The family offers a special
thank-you to CAMC Trauma Center of
West Virginia for the care given to Luke.

A celebration of life will be held Sat-
urday, Oct. 2, 2021, from 4 to 6 p.m. at
McCoy Funeral Home, Blacksburg. In
lieu of flowers, please consider donating
to your favorite charity or to help with
expenses.

Weeks, Johnnie Ray

Johnnie Ray Weeks, 63,
of Snowville, passed away
Tuesday, Sept. 14, 2021.

He was a U. S. Army
veteran. Johnnie was pre-
ceded in death by his fa-
ther, Curtis Ray Weeks.

Survivors include his
mother, Rosie Iva Mc-
Peak Weeks; sisters and
brothers-in-law, Rose and
Doug Yett, Roxane and
Tim O’Donnell, and Lilly

Bechtel; and many other
relatives and friends.
Graveside services with
full military honors will be
held at 11 a.m. on Thurs-
day, Sept. 23, 2021, at the
Southwest Virginia Veter-
ans Cemetery in Dublin.
The Weeks family is in
the care of the Mullins Fu-
neral Home & Crematory
of Radford. www.mullins-
funeralhome.com.

Send community news and photos
to communitynews@ourvalley.org
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While visiting the state fair, “Thank a Farmer’

DOSWELL—YVirginians  visiting
the State Fair of Virginia may want to
stop at the Virginia Farm Bureau Fed-
eration’s exhibit to “Thank a Farmer.”

During the state fair, which will run
from Sept. 24 through Oct. 3 at The
Meadow Event Park in Caroline Coun-
ty, the Virginia Farm Bureau Federation
will be emphasizing the importance of
farming. The organization’s Farm Safety
Advisory Committee is spearheading an
effort to demonstrate to farmers how
much the public supports their work.

Visitors to Farm Bureau’s exhibit
space will be encouraged to write mes-
sages ot draw pictures that illustrate how
much they appreciate farmers providing
them with food, fiber, and fuel. They
also will be asked to share their sup-
port on social media using the hashtag,
#ValovesFarmers.

“Farmers do so much for Virginians,
and they work hard every day. Farming
can be extremely stressful and adversely
affect farmers mental health,” said
Dana Fisher, chair of the VFBF safety
committee. “We wanted a tangible way
for the public to show its support of
farmers. And since so many people visit

Climate Change from page 1

the state fair, we thought this would be
a good place to kick off this program.”

Children will be able to fill in farm-
themed coloring sheets using soy-based
crayons, and adults can provide hand-
written messages of thanks and encour-
agement. Drawings and notes will be
displayed beside the Meadow Pavilion.

After the fair, the display will be ex-
hibited at the VFBF Annual Conven-
tion, one of the state’s largest annual
gatherings of farmers.

Additionally, some fairgoers will be
interviewed about their thoughts on ag-
riculture and farmers. Those videotaped
messages will be shared on social media.

“Agriculture remains the foundation
of Virginias economy and our largest
private industry;” said Brad Copen-
haver, commissioner of the Virginia De-
partment of Agriculture and Consumer
Services. “In addition to providing us
with food, fiber and fuel, agriculture can
also support recreation, tourism, wild-
life habitat, biodiversity, land conserva-
tion and flood mitigation, and improve
water quality; soil health, and carbon
sequestration. 'The Thank-A-Farmer
program lets farmers know how much

we appreciate their contributions to our
everyday lives and as stewards of our
land, water and other natural resources.”

Fair visitors will be able to explore
the importance of Virginia agriculture
through interactive features of the Farm
Bureau exhibit. Among the activities
will be a tactor simulator equipped
with videos that let people steer their
way through a day on the farm. Fairgo-
ers also can enjoy learning the benefits
of Virginias commodities by selecting
from several short videos on a farm
products display.

“There will be a lot of interactive, self-
guided activities,” said Whitney Perkins,
assistant director of agriculture, develop-
ment, and innovation, who is heading
up the organization’s presence at the fair.
“We've geared the content in a way that
everyone can learn something.”

Children will be able to get hands on
and match products with correspond-
ing agriculture commodities through a
tactile My Plate activity board. In ad-
dition, they can rotate through various
Virginia farming facts on a silo equipped
with a digital display and tractor steering
wheel.

in the atmosphere,” said
Scott Bailey, a professor
in Virginia Tech’s Bradley
Department of Electrical
and Computer Engineer-
ing. “And it’s crucial for
climate change predic-
tion.”

Effective  mitigations
require accurate predic-
tions, said Bailey, who
is also the director of
Space@VT, the univer-
sity’s center for space sci-
ence and engineering re-
search.

“Imagine youre the
mayor of a big coastal
city,” he said. “You know
that over the next 50 years
the sea level is going to
rise and cause flooding, so
what do you do? Do you
need to strengthen the
beaches? Do you need to
update the building codes

]
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to prepare for harsher
storms? Do you need to
start to literally move the
city inland? And when? Is
that a 20-year problem or
a 40-year problem? You're
going to have those ques-
tions for every city on the
coast, all over the coun-

try.”

The basic narrative
about climate change is
that greenhouse gases trap
heat, raising the tempera-
ture and driving extreme
weather events.

“But  there’s much
more to the story,” Bailey
said, explaining that hu-
man activity actually con-
tributes to two competing
processes. Warming is one
of them, but the other,
less intuitively, is cooling:
Aerosols suspended in the
atmosphere act like a heat

shield, scattering incom-
ing sunlight back out into
space and tamping down
temperatures.

The UTLS, where the
temperature and air pres-
sure  create  congenial
conditions is where a lot
of the drama plays out.
Researchers know what
some of those aerosol
compounds are, but very
little about their relative
abundances or how they
change with time. Bailey,
with a heavy-hitting team
of collaborators at re-
search institutions all over
the country, has mapped
out a plan that could fi-
nally shed some light on
this mysterious region of
the atmosphere.

Their proposal features
a fleet of six small satel-
lites, each about the size

of a picnic cooler, that
would orbit not within
the UTLS but hundreds
of kilometers above it.
The technological heart
of the project is the satel-
lites’ cargo. Each one will
carry unique sensors that
measure how much of
the sun’s light is absorbed
at precise wavelengths.
Twice every orbit, when
each satellite will be in just
the right position to peer
down through the UTLS
at the sun, the sensors will
capture sunlight filtered
through the UTLS aero-
sols. The resulting absorp-
tion patterns will function
like chemical fingerprints
that the team can use to
identify the components
of those aerosols and track
how they change with
time with greater resolu-

tion and precision than
has been available before.

“What’s unique about
this instrument is that it
can back out atmospheric
properties in really narrow
altitude increments,” Bai-
ley said.

The acrosols floating
in the UTLS originate on
Earth. They come from
sea salt, biological mate-
rial, plumes of wildfire
ash, smog belched from
factory smokestacks, and
volcanic dust, churned
upwards into the atmo-
sphere by storms and air
currents and other turbu-
lence.

Some amount of these
aerosols would filter into
the UTLS naturally.
But human activity has
pumped enough into the
atmosphere to throw off

the balance of heat com-
ing in and out.

“We're perturbing the
atmosphere in ways we
cant predict and seeing
changes that we're strug-
gling to understand,” Bai-
ley said. “If one day you
see pollution generated
by a wildfire, for exam-
ple, you want to track its
movement over time. You
need a detailed profile to
do that, and that’s what
this instrument can do.

“How much it’s going
to warm by when is cru-
cial, and there are still big
error bars on when we’re
going to hit certain tem-
peratures,”  Bailey said.
“We're not going to get
there without this mis-
sion. This is not a small
step forward — this is a
big step forward.”

with referring to this device but
for the fact that the only one I
ever saw was owned by Dave
White. Dave graduated from
Emory & Henry my sopho-
more year of high school and
came to Christiansburg High
as an assistant football coach
the next fall. He was the coolest
guy in town. He drove a white
convertible, always had an at-
tractive date seated next to him,
and had a four-track player. The
four-track was the only uncool
thing Coach White ever did to
my knowledge.

The next step in my progres-
sion through devices that played
music and talked to us was dur-
ing my college years. Two of the
“cool kids” in my suite my first
year - surfer dudes turned hip-

pies from Virginia Beach - had
something called a “reel-to-reel”
player. All T recall is that these
things were beyond my price
range and I wasn’t sure where
you would get the reels. I was
told they were for people who
“were more serious about mu-
sic” than I apparently was.
Eventually, after college and
in the early days of married
life and having been awarded
a credit card by the bank I was
working for, my wife and I had
a few beers after work one Fri-
day and used said credit card
at a place called Sound City to
purchase a Garrard turntable
and AKL speakers and a device
that connected the two. The to-
tal purchase price was around
$400, significant when your sal-

ary was $8,000 a year. We also
had to buy some albums (33’s
dominated this period) to play.
I mainly remember Fleetwood
Mac and the Allman Brothers.
I also recall discussions with the
salesperson about woofers and
tweeters, components which
impacted the cost of the speak-
ers and made them about the
same size as the refrigerator in
our tiny apartment in Radford.
After a few beers on a Friday
afternoon, we wanted NICE
woofers and tweeters!

The next phase was the “CD”
era, which dominated much of
my post-college life until the
computer age. They didn’t break
off in the machine like tapes
and they didnt get scratched
like records (or rarely, like

maybe when a reveler in your
house fell on the CD player). I
had more CD’s than Carter had
liver pills like my grandmother
used to say. Over the last sev-
eral years I have pretty much
given away my impressive col-
lection to charity auctions at my
church or at my office. As I will
explain, I now listen to my mu-
sic and my games on nothing
that I can hold or feel.

In other words, I am a con-
vert to “Spotify.” For $9.99 per
month I can use my phone to
listen to any song ever recorded.
I can make my own “playlists,”
and I dont have to do any-
thing unlike when the record
or CD had run its course. As
the Grateful Dead said so well,
“The music never stops”. I can

also use my phone to listen to
sports talk radio on Sirius XM.
I can even actually call people
on my phone and talk to them!
But I digress.

I would love to have a con-
versation with my Dad some-
day about how my music comes
“from the cloud.” It might take
a while to explain, not that I
could. He would probably just
ask me to turn it down a little.

Evans “Buddy” King is a
proud native of Christiansburg,
CHS Class of 1971. He resides
in Clarksburg, W.Va., where he
has practiced law with the firm
of Steptoe & Johnson, PLLC,
since 1980. He can be reached
at evans.king@steptoe-johnson.
com.

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
Ends Thursday October 7th @ 4 PM

Stunning Farmhouse for Sale in Floyd VA!

3413 Ridgeview Rd. Floyd VA 24091

Bid Now at VaAuctionPro.com

102 S. Locust Street,
Floyd, VA 24091
(540) 745-2005

VaAuctionPro.com
Lic# 2907004059

Gorgeous Victorian style farmhouse in Floyd County VA. This incredible home
was built in 1902 but has undergone many updates to make it modern. 39.89
acres with a nice mix of wooded and open land. There are several springs, 2
creeks, walking trails and abundant wildlife.

Home features 2,510 sq. ft. with 3 BR and 2 BA. The home has been professional-
ly upgraded. Has a large 33x23 carport. The kitchen has a gas range and stainless
appliances with custom cabinets, built-ins and native stone fireplace (plumbed
for gas) with custom walnut mantle. The living room addition has a Tulikivi soap-
stone wood stove, vaulted ceiling, and custom built-ins.

The yard features stone fire pit, mature flower gardens with numerous peren- I
nials, blueberry and raspberry bushes, fruit trees, outbuildings, and woodshed.

540-239-2585 or email gallimore.matt@gmail.com
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SUBSCRIPTION TO NEWS MESSENGER

Yearly Print Only Subscription
$44,00Radford $53.00 Virginia
$57.00 Out of State

State:

Zip:

There is a large 42x20 “Party Deck” with Pergola, as well as a covered front porch. I Name:
Preview Dates - Saturday Sept. 25th @ 10 AM & Saturday Oct. 2nd @ 10 AM I
Address:
Terms - 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract price. Earnest I
Money Deposit of $10,000 due day of sale. Close in 45 days. Subject to seller confirmation. .
Download Bidder Information Pack at VaAuctionPro.com I Clt}”
Contact Matt Gallimore, Broker/Auctioneer at | Telephone:

I Check Enclosed

:_ PO. BOX 429, Lewisburg, WV

or call (304) 647-5724 to pay by credit card

Mail to: Circulation Department, NEWS MESSENGER,
24901 or call us at (304) 647-5724.
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Yard Sales -

Botetourt County

LARGE
MULTIFAMILY
YARD SALE

Furniture, quilting fabric,

small kitchen appliances,

crafts for sale, household
items, and much more.

September 25

@ 9:00 am until 4:00 pm

289 Four Seasons Dr,
Troutville

Yard Sales - Salem

Salem Estate Sale
380 Penguin Ln
Off Thompson Memorial
Fri Sept. 24 10-2
Sat Sept. 25 10-2
Sun Sept. 26 1-4
Antiques, Furniture,
Glassware, Browning gun
safe, Tools, Wrought Iron
Furniture, Sterling Sets
and other Jewelry, Books,
House is packed
Pictures & Info
@ estatesales.net
Pamela C Graham

Wanted - To Buy

Cash paid
Coin Collections
Or Indian artifacts
540-988-2420

For Rent -

Apartments

2,3,4BR

Townhouse Style
accepting applications.
Short waiting list, HUD
subsidized, W/D hookups,
private patio, water &
trash incl. Fairfax Village
Apts. 332 Fairfax St.,
Radford Cambridge
Square 1805 Whipple Dr.
NW Blacksburg 540-731-
1786 EHO TDD #800-828-
1120

For Sale - Firewood
FIREWOOD

Mixed Hardwood.
Call 540-529-2745
Delivery in Botetourt only

For Sale - Misc
FOR SALE

Unprinted end rolls of
newsprint. Great for

packing & shipping, moving
& storage and for art
projects. Various sizes
available. Stop by the
Salem Times-Register 1633
West Main St. or call
(540)389-9355 for details.

Help Wanted -

General

Part Time
Newspaper
Production Help
The Salem TimesRegister

has openings for
afternoon/evening shift
work inserting, labeling
and bundling newspapers
for delivery. No
experience necessary.
Hours may vary. Will train.
$7.50 per hour. Contact
Lynn Hurst, General
Manager, Salem-Times
Register (540)389-9355
or email
Ihurst@ourvalley.org

Huge private estate

tool Auction!
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER
26TH 12 NOON

Sale location The VFW
building located at 4902
Roanoke road Daleville
Virginia rt.220. This will
be a outdoor Auction
make plans to bring a
truck and folding chair.
All items must be paid for
in full and removed same
day. With a one hour
preview time starting at
11am. Terms of our
Auction are absolute no
minimum'’s or reserves.
Cash or good check with 2
positive forms of
identification, a 10%
buyer's premium is in
effect for this Auction and
will be added to the final
gavel price. No out of
state checks accepted.
Please follow like and
share our Facebook page
The Rebel Yell Auction
Company Inc. For partial
pictures and details. This
will be a great opportunity
to purchase great tools
and Harley Davidson parts
and accessories at
absolute public Auction.
Note this is a Sunday
Auction starting time 12
noon sharp. No food or
drink will be available so
plan ahead this will be a
fast paced sale. Spread
the word. Auction being
conducted by The Rebel
Yell Auction Company Inc.
Col Brent Witt
professional auctioneer
VA firm lic.640 Licensed
and bonded proven
results phone or text
540 797 5648

Legals - City of

Radford

NOTICE OF
INVITATION TO
COMMENT AND

PUBLIC MEETING
CONSOLIDATE

ANNUAL
PERFORMANCE
AND EVALUATION
REPORT (CAPER)
PROGRAM YEAR

2020
The City of Radford has
completed its Consolidate
Annual Performance and
Evaluation Report (CAPER)
for the 2020 Community
Development Block Grant
(CDBG) Program Year. The
report includes an
assessment of expenditures
in relation to community
objectives, progress on
HUD financed activities, and
an analysis of persons
benefiting from activities.

A citizen comment period
will run from September 20,
2021 through October 4,
2021. A copy of the
CAPER may be found on
the City’s website or in the
City Manager’s office.
Questions or comments
should be directed to
Melissa Skelton,
Community Developer at
melissa.skelton@radfordva.
gov or in person at City
Councils meeting on
September 27, 2021 at
7pm, located at 10
Robertson St., Radford.

Legals -
Montgomery

County

LEGAL NOTICE OF

PUBLIC HEARING

The Christiansburg Town
Council will hold a Public
Hearing on Tuesday,
September 28, 2021 at 7:00
PM in the Council
Chambers of the
Christiansburg Town Hall,
100 E. Main Street,
Christiansburg, Virginia
24073. The purpose of the
public hearing is to receive
public comments
concerning:

A. Major Home Occupation
Conditional Use Permit for a
single-chair salon in the
Agricultural zoning district at
725 Stafford Drive on Tax
Parcel 405 — ((A)) — 8. The
property is designated as
Residential on the Future
Land Use Map of the 2013
Christiansburg
Comprehensive Plan.

B. Rezoning from R-3,
Multi-Family Residential and
B-3, General Business to B-
3, General Business by the
Montgomery Museum &
Lewis Miller Regional Art
Center (Montgomery
Museum of Art and History)
at 300 Pepper Street SE on
Tax Parcel 527 — ((A)) —
235. The property is
designated as Parks/Open
Space.

Town Hall will be open and
available to receive public
comment in-person at the
time of this Public Hearing.
Additionally, the meeting will
be streamed live on the
Town of Christiansburg’s
YouTube channel at
www.christiansburg.org/yout
ube and will remain on the
Town’s YouTube page once
the meeting concludes. For
information on contactless
methods for submitting
public comment, please visit
www.christiansburg.org/publ
ichearings.

A copy of the applications,
the Town’s Zoning Map,
Zoning Ordinance, and
Future Land Use Map may
be viewed in the Planning
Department Office, 100 E.
Main Street, Christiansburg,
VA 24073 during normal
office hours of 8:00 a.m. —
5:00 p.m. Monday through
Friday. Contact Andrew
Warren, Assistant Town
Manager, at (540) 382-6128
ext. 1130 or by email at
awarren@christiansburg.
org with any questions or if
you require reasonable
accommodations.
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ANTIQUES SHOW/SALE

BIG ANTIQUES & VINTAGE
SHOWI/SALE, Oct. 8-9, 67th Fish-
ersville Antiques Expo, Expoland,
Fishersville, VA (I-64, Exit 91),
300+ dealers, four buildings & out-
side. Friday & Saturday 9-5. www.
heritagepromotions.net. 434-846-
7452.

AUCTIONS

Real Estate Absolute Auction!
Saturday, Oct 2nd 10:30am.
House & Outbuildings on 4.1117
Acres. Wooded Tract 32.152
Acres. 15771 Highlands Pkwy,
Whitetop, VA. C&F Auction, INC.
(276)233-3238  www.cf-auction.
com. VAAF#280 NCAL#5530
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS: Advertise
your upcoming auctions statewide
and in other states. Affordable
Print and Digital Solutions reach-
ing your target audiences. Call this
paper or Landon Clark at Virginia
Press Services 804-521-7576,
HYPERLINK  “mailto:landonc@
vpa.net” landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Vinyl  Replacement  Windows
Starting at $235* Installed w/Free
Trim Wrap Call 804-739-8207 for
MORE details! Ronnie Jenkins
Il Siding, Roofing, Gutters and
More!

GENERAC Standby Generators
provide backup power during util-
ity power outages, so your home
and family stay safe and comfort-
able. Prepare now. Free 7-year
extended warranty ($695 value!).
Request a free quote today! Call
for additional terms and condi-
tions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar
plus battery storage system. SAVE
money, reduce your reliance on
the grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home. Full
installation services available. $0
Down Financing Option. Request
a FREE, no obligation, quote to-
day. Call 1-833-688-1378
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking  gutter  protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter
estimate today. 15% off Entire
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-877-614-6667
Dont let the stairs limit your mo-
bility! Discover the ideal solution
for anyone who struggles on the
stairs, is concerned about a fall or
wants to regain access to their en-
tire home. Call AmeriGlide today!
1-888-510-0805

HELP WANTED

HIRING? We can help you fill
your open positions! Promote job
listings regionally or statewide!
Affordable Print and Digital Ad-
vertising Solutions reaching job
seekers. Call this paper or Lan-
don Clark at Virginia Press Serv-
ices 804-521-7576, HYPERLINK
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” lan-
donc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontest-
ed, $395+$86 court cost.
WILLS-$225.00. No court appear-
ance. Estimated completion time
twenty-one days. Hilton Oliver, At-
torney (Facebook). 757-490-0126.
Se Habla Espanol. BBB Member.
HYPERLINK “https:/hiltonoliver-
attorneyva.com”  https://hiltonoliv-
erattorneyva.com.

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-
TEED Life Insurance! No medical
exam or health questions. Cash
to help pay funeral and other final
expenses. Call Physicians Life In-
surance Company- 844-509-1697
or visit HYPERLINK “http://www.
Life55plus.info/vapress” WWW.
Life55plus.info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design
and long-lasting battery of Inogen
One. Free information kit! Call
888-608-4974

LO36VA, LO3TVA, LO3BVA).
6243_A

Medicare has changed.
Find out how it can affect you.

For FREE Medicare Supplement information
from Physicians Life Insurance Company, call:

1-833-657-1636

or visit MedSupBenefit.com/vapress

We are not connected with, nor endorsed by, the U.S. Government or the Federal Medicare Program.

| understand | have no obligation. This is a solicitation of insurance. A licensed agent/producer may contact you.
(MD, VA: These policies are available to people under age 65 eligible for Medicare due to a disability). (VA: For a
complete description of policy exclusions, limitations, and costs or other coverage details, please contact your
insurance agent or the company). Policy form number L030, L035, L036, L037, L038, FOOT, F002 (OK: LO30OK,
L0350K, LO360K, LO370K, LO380K; TN: LO30TN, LO35TN, LO36TN, LO37TN; LO38TN, FOOTTN, FOO2TN; LO30VA, LO35VA,
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* Cash to help pay funeral
or other final expenses

* Guaranteed acceptance
ages 45 to 85"

* No medical exam,
no health questions

6236

GUARANTEED Life
Insurance up to $15,000.00

Modified Whole Life Insurance from Physicians Life Insurance Company

Call for FREE Information
1-844-509-1697
or go to life55plus.info/vapress

» You'll also get a FREE
Final Wishes Planner!

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. Benefits reduced first
two years. Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L7700K; TN: LT70TN).

A Smarter

Way to Power

Your Home.

Y

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

GENERAC
=

PWREED

SOLAR + BATTERY STORAGE SYSTEM

\¥

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!

1(833) 688-1378

*Offer value when purchased at retail.
Solar panels sold separately.

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

s

(2
& Promo Code:]285!

1-877-614-6667

GENERAC
 — |

eva.virginia.gov ).

EEO/AA Employer

ADVERTISEMENT FOR SNOW REMOVAL
EQUIPMENT SERVICES WITH OPERATOR SIGNUP

The Virginia Department of Transportation invites heavy equipment
owners to sign up for the rental of their equipment with operators

for SNOW & ICE REMOVAL purposes in Christiansburg Residency
which includes the counties of Floyd, Giles, Montgomery, and
Pulaski during the winter of 2021-2022. Price per hour shall include
operators, fuel, tire chains, supplies and required insurance. VDOT
will need dump trucks, pickups with plows, motorgraders, backhoes,
dozers, track loaders, tractors, rubber-tire loaders and farm tractors.
All equipment shall be equipped for night work and be in good
mechanical condition to ensure a safe and dependable 24/7 operation.
VDOT reserves the right to determine acceptability of equipment
size and condition for the task. Contractors submitting prices meeting
the requirements of the Agreement may be contracted with and may
be eligible to receive a mobilization payment.

Contractors must submit their application on the electronic M7B
bidding site at https://www.plow4va.com/. All new and returning
Contractors must be active in the Virginia eProcurement Portal (eVA)
in order to do business with the Commonwealth of Virginia (https://

Applications received by 7:00 PM on Friday September 24, 2021
may be eligible for a mobilization bonus. See the EVA posting for
additional information, including contract requirements.

Questions can be directed to the Christiansburg Residency from 8:00
AM to 5:00 PM Monday — Friday. Phone: 540-381-7201
Email: SalemDistrictSnow @vdot.virginia.gov

EEO/AA Employer

ADVERTISEMENT FOR SNOW REMOVAL
EQUIPMENT SERVICES WITH OPERATOR SIGNUP

The Virginia Department of Transportation invites heavy equipment
owners to sign up for the rental of their equipment with operators

for SNOW & ICE REMOVAL purposes in Salem Residency which
includes the counties of Roanoke, Botetotourt and Craig during the
winter of 2021-2022. Price per hour shall include operators, fuel,
tire chains, supplies and required insurance. VDOT will need dump
trucks, pickups with plows, motorgraders, backhoes, dozers, track
loaders, tractors, rubber-tire loaders and farm tractors. All equipment
shall be equipped for night work and be in good mechanical condi-
tion to ensure a safe and dependable 24/7 operation. VDOT reserves
the right to determine acceptability of equipment size and condition
for the task. Contractors submitting prices meeting the requirements
of the Agreement may be contracted with and may be eligible to
receive a mobilization payment.

Contractors must submit their application on the electronic M7B
bidding site at https://www.plow4va.com/. All new and returning
Contractors must be active in the Virginia eProcurement Portal
(eVA) in order to do business with the Commonwealth of Virginia
(https://eva.virginia.gov ).

Applications received by 7:00 PM on Friday September 24,2021
may be eligible for a mobilization bonus. See the EVA posting for
additional information, including contract requirements.

Questions can be directed to the Salem Residency from 8:00 AM to
5:00 PM Monday — Friday. Phone: 540-387-5497.
Email: SalemDistrictSnow@vdot.virginia.gov
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MAKE AN “A"” IN ADVERTISING!

To place your ad, call 540-389-9355
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BUSINESS SERVICES

N
RETIREMENT PLANNING
Face it, you only get one shot at a
SESNEINOII:' ; g R successful retirement. We can help.
CESIDENTIA TALK TO WALT
RESIDENTIAL
MAINTENANCE, \ / WALTER S. KEARNS, JR., CFP® (540) 389-0300
Il
ICTOWE R JUST FINANCIAL PLANNING, INC.
1630 ROANOKE BLVD., SALEM, WWW.JUSTFINANCIALPLANNING.COM
ROOF /Y
embrace LE AKS?
homeloans
Robin Jewell CircLE R
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597
540.309.5013 B A ROOFING OF
j [l@emb f | .
o embracehomeloans.comrobin-evel VIRGINIA
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 A GREAT DEAL IN THE 5
Roanoke, VA 24018 8 To%lgiselgggl:j;d Call for A FREE EstimaTe
irlsconaumeracasss com) o418 foensed in VA call 389-9355 ’ Rob Gendreau ¢ 540.784.0500
CARPET . .
Lisa Martin, REALTOR®
RE-STRETCHING! Serving the indu;try for 30+ years
. STEVEN W. DU RRANCE Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains
Craig County Health Center FLOORS Premier, REALTORS
226 Market Street - New Castle, VA (540) 597-0480
Phone: (540) 864-6390  Fax: (540) 864-6356 Repairs » New Sales ¢ Expert Lisa@Lisa2buy.com - wwwi.Lisa2buy.com
*Physical Exams * X-ray Services 540-776-9591 Eg?:vﬁfear\]/;kgfggg , Suite 101
* Laboratory Services * Acute Care Cell: 540-353-7908 '
*Mental Health Services * Well Baby Checks Licensed & Insured BERKSI_E,I}ngegﬁ?HAWAY
ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS ca rpetroanOke-com [E = A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Sunflooring Inc.
STEVE SMITH

With over 40 years of experience

Specializing in Hardwood Floors,
Hardwood Refinishing, Laminate Flooring,
Engineered Floors, Ceramic Tile,
Carpet and Luxury Vinyl Plank

540-556-3100

Where the Deals Are!

The best place to
find it, sell it,

buy it, and
Roof announce it. Rory “Tater” Benson,
Replacement BUSINESS REALTOR®
& Repair OPPORTUNITIES 540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
540-966-0688 Opportunity is tbenson@mkbrealtors.com
PO Box 630 knoclc(lmlg loud
Daleville, VA 24083 and clear.
www.southerntracellc.com SITUATIONS
WANTED
Find a job in your ENEEDAB
special field, or find the “OUS ATH ?
help you need. HOUSES SIDEWALKS
DECKS DRIVEWAYS
AUTOMOBILES
FOR SALE PORCHES GUTTERS
540.342.9600 Get rid of the Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
ik old rattletrap Garry Taylor . .
Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com while it still runs (252) 626-8708 USMCRETIRED drillinstr@gmail.com
HOMES LARRY DEW, REALTOR®
FOR SALE ~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~
+40 years Land Management, Farming,

Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired)

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
Farms - Recreation Land

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

389-9355 Email;

B[ ] @ dewsauction@aol.com

House-hunting
couldn’t
be easier.

If you believe in
your business Lesley Owens Ins Agency Inc
and want to Lesley Owens, Agent
build it... 8202-A Williamson Rd, Roanoke, VA 24019
' Bus 540-366-6384 Fax 540-366-6625
ADVERTISE! | [vsiwueins, soem,vazarss
Spartan Square Shopping Center
To place a classified | | (540)404-3694

ad, call 540-389-9355 lesley.owens.hy9j@statefarm.com .
Thank you for your loyalty. We appreciate you.

CALL NOW to advertise 389-9355
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YMCA at Virginia Tech’s second annual
Community Change Project begins

The YMCA at Vir-
ginia Tech began its sec-
ond annual Community
Change Project Wednes-
day, Sept. 15. The fund-

raiser will run through

Nov. 15, 2021.

The goal for this year’s
campaign is  $3,500,
according to Laureen
Blakemore, director

of community engage-

ment.
The

Change

Community
Project offers

an easy way to support
the YMCA at VT’s com-
munity programs that
include Meals On Main,
Senior Connections,
After School Care, and
international programs.
Participate by dropping
spare change off at the Y
Thrift Shop, atany of the
five branches of Nation-
al Bank in Blacksburg,
or at the National Bank
Marketplace branch in
Christiansburg.

Donors wishing to re-
ceive a tax credit for their
donation should include
a note with their dona-
tion that contains their
name and contact infor-
mation. More informa-
tion about the project
is available by contact-
ing Laureen Blakemore,
Director of Community
Engagement  (engage-
ment@vtymca.org)  or
by visiting www.vtymeca.

org/change.

A drone pilot pays it forward

Christopher Stewart
is a pilot at the Vir-
ginia Tech Mid-Atlantic
Aviation Partnership
(MAAP), working on
drone operations that
help companies and the
Federal Aviation Ad-

ministration determine

how to incorporate
drones into U.S. air-
space.

But one day recently
the Air Force veteran,
along with MAAPD se-
nior engineer Andrew
Kriz, set aside his usu-
al day jobs to head to
Newport News to teach
a group of local high
school students how to
fly. The seminar was
part of Industry Link, a
STEM workshop spon-
sored in part by Virginia
Tech Honors College.

Krizz How did you
get involved with avia-
tion yourself?

Stewart: My grand-
father had been a pilot
for Trans World Air-
lines, and as a little boy
I knew that I wanted
to fly. When I was 15,
I had the opportunity
to fly with a local pilot
during an airshow at
the Charles B. Wheeler
airport in downtown
Kansas City. He took
off from the airport and
then allowed me to take
control  while flying
right-seat for 20 min-
utes around downtown

Kansas City and Ar-

rowhead Stadium — go
Chiefs! It was inspiring
to see the world from
that perspective. As a
child my original dream
was to be an astronaut,
but you have to be less
than 6°3,” and I'm too
tall. So I thought, all
right, I'll be a pilot.

Kriz: This wasn’t your
first experience working
with students. You've
also done a lot of com-
munity outreach related
to the drone delivery
program in Christians-
burg. What do you en-
joy about sharing this
technology with people?

Stewart: I genuinely
feel like this is where
things are going. Not
only in the commer-
cial drone industry but
also with applications
like drone delivery and
urban air mobility —
drone taxis — that will
interact with the general
public. So, I like getting
up in front of people
and engaging with them
about this technology.
It’s exciting to me.

Kriz: How did the
students respond to the
workshop?

Stewart: We started
with a presentation. The
students were quiet and
gave brief answers when
we asked them ques-
tions. But once they had
the controller in their
hands, they came alive.
You could tell the lights

g

were on, the wheels
were spinning, and they
were asking all kinds of
questions. They were
great listeners and ex-
tremely focused. I think
one of the students ac-
tually gave me a fake
name originally, which
I thought was funny be-
cause it was something
I would have done in
high school. But once
we started flying, none
of those antics mattered.
They really responded.
Kriz: What was the

actual flight training
session like?
Stewart: Piloting

seemed to come natu-
rally to them. Several
students said that play-
ing video games had
prepared them for con-
trolling the aircraft,
which is something I
hear a lot.

They did have trou-
ble with reverse sens-
ing — knowing how
to control the aircraft
when it’s facing towards
you rather than away
from you. Most people
struggle with this. Even
experienced pilots catch
themselves getting con-
fused sometimes. I had
them perform basic
maneuvers: flying up,
down, yawing clockwise
or counterclockwise,
rolling left and right.
We did box pattern
flying, where you just
fly around in a square.

Newport News, Virginia.

In the end, all of them
were able to take off and
land without me taking
over the controls. I was
really impressed, and it
was so much fun to see
their enthusiasm.

Kriz: What do you
hope they took away
from the experience?

Stewart: I spoke with
the students about ca-
reer opportunities in
the STEM industry and
explained how I found
myself in the posi-
tion I’'m presently in. I
pulled out my drone li-
cense and showed them
that it looks just like my

PHOTO BY ALICIA GENDELL FOR VIRGINIA TECH.
Virginia Tech Mid-Atlantic Aviation Partnership drone pilot Christopher Stewart
explains flight techniques to a high school student as part of a STEM workshop in

other pilot’s license. It’s
legitimate.

I broke it down for
them and explained that
if they wanted to, they
could take the FAA test
to apply for the license,
get it in the mail in a
couple of weeks, and
start making money as
a legal drone operator,
for example, by work-
ing with a local realtor
to get aerial pictures.

One guy asked how
old he would have to
be, and when I said
16, he said, “What, re-
ally? My birthday is in
two weeks and I'm 15

now. So youre saying
when I turn 16 I can go
take this test, and get a
drone and make money
with it?”

“Yeah, that’s exactly
what you can do.”

“I’m gonna do that!”

Another student said,
“Why didn’t anyone tell
me this before; I can do
this?”

A lot of career paths
can seem really far
away when youre in
high school. They were
amazed that this was
something they could
do now.

Virginia Department of Transportation road watch

The following is a list of
forecasted highway projects
that may impact traffic trav-
eling in the 12-county Salem
Transportation District this
week. Work schedules and
construction project timelines
are always subject to change
and  weather  dependent.
New information is noted by
“NEW” and updates are noted
when a current project has had
an update added to the list-
ing. The Salem District covers
Bedford, Botetourt, Carroll,
Craig, Floyd, Franklin, Giles,
Henry, Montgomery, Patrick,
Pulaski and Roanoke.

MONTGOMERY COUN-
TY

I-81 NORTHBOUND
AT EXIT 105 NEW RIV-
ER BRIDGE REPLACE-
MENT IN MONTGOMERY
COUNTY - Lane and shoul-
der closures may be in place
near exit 105. Lane closure
may be in effect during the
week from 8 p.m. to 7 a.m.
Shoulder closures may be in
effect at any time during the
week. Slow rolls may be per-
formed on I-81 in the north
and southbound lanes from
mile marker 104 to 106 from
9 p.m. to 5 a.m. Speed limit is
reduced to 60 miles per hour
in the work zone. Shoulder
closures will remain in place
though the duration of the
project. Project completion is
estimated by June 2022.

LANE CLOSURES: Alter-
nating lane closures may be
in place on 1-81 northbound
between mile markers 104-
106 during nighttime hours,
9 p.m. to 5 a.m. the following
morning.

SLOW ROLLS: Slow rolls
may be utilized periodically
on both the northbound and
southbound lanes from mile

marker 98-109 for structural
steel deliveries and setting
beams.

[-81 BRIDGE REPLACE-
MENT AT EXIT 114 IN
MONTGOMERY COUNTY
— The bridge replacement of
the two Interstate 81 bridges
over Route 8, northbound
and southbound, is underway.
Drivers can expect alternating
lane and shoulder closures,
northbound and southbound,
from mile marker 114 to 115.
Exit 114 ramp shoulder clo-
sures will be ongoing from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. Speed limit is
reduced to 60 mph in the work
zone. Route 8 will have alter-
nating northbound and south-
bound shoulder and lane clo-
sures, day or night, as needed
between the I-81 on and off
ramps. A temporary traffic sig-
nal will direct traflic on Route
8 throughout the duration of
the project. Access to all prop-
erties will be maintained dur-
ing construction. Estimated
completion is fall 2021.

LANE CLOSURES: Al-
ternating lane closures may be
in place through Sept. 23 for
milling and paving on I-81
southbound during nighttime
hours, 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. the
next morning.

RAMP CLOSURES:
Weather permitting, the 1-81
southbound exit 114 on and
off ramps may be closed dur-
ing nighttime hours for mill-
ing and paving from 11 p.m.
to 6 a.m. Ramp closures will
be in place from September 19
through September 23. Mes-
sage boards will update drivers.
Only one ramp will be closed
at a time.

Nighttime lane closures may
be in place periodically on I-81
southbound from 9 p.m. to 6
a.m. the following morning.

DMV Notice: The bridge

on I-81 northbound at mile
marker 114 currently has a re-
stricted width for wide loads of
26 feet or larger.

ROUTE 643 PAVING
PROJECT - Beginning soon,
exact date to be determined,
a project is being scheduled to
resurface an unpaved portion
of Route 643 (Yellow Sulfur
Road). The work area begins
.7 mile south of the intersec-
tion with Route 642 (Jennelle
Road) and ends 1.7 miles north
of the bridge over Route 460.
Traffic impacts will include in-
termittent flagging operations
between these intersections.
This project has an estimated
completion date of May 2022.

LANE CLOSURES: Inter-
mittent single lane closures
utilizing flagging operations
will be in place between the
intersection of Teaberry Road
and Jennelle Road.

ROUTE 11 BRIDGE
DECK REPLACEMENT -
Work is underway on Route
11 southbound to replace the
bridge deck over the Norfolk
Southern Railroad. The bridge
is located .4 miles north of the
intersection with Route 748
(Big Spring Drive) and .4 mile
south of the intersection with
Route 603 (North Fork Road).
The left lane of both Route
11 north and south is closed
with a detour in place until
the completion of the project.
Once in place, the detour will
re-route Route 11 south traffic
through the left lane of Route
11 north, limiting each direc-
tion to a single lane. The ex-
pected completion date is No-
vember 2021.

TRAFFIC SWITCH: A new
traffic pattern is in place de-
touring Route 11 southbound
traffic through the left lane of
Route 11 northbound between
the intersections above, limit-

ing each direction to a single
lane.

ROUTE 636 BRIDGE RE-
PLACEMENT AT SENECA
HOLLOW - Work has begun
replacing the bridge on Route
636 over the Roanoke River
at Seneca Hollow. A road clo-
sure with a detour is in place
from Echo Hills Road to .36
mile south of Route 460. The
detour will restrict access to
Route 460 at Seneca Hollow
and will require travelers to en-
ter/exit Route 460 at Friend-
ship Road near Wheeling Hol-
low. The project is expected to
be completed in fall 2021.

UTILITY WORK ON
ROUTE 460 - MMI will be in-
stalling fiber optic along Route
460 from the Giles County
line to the Floyd County line.
This work will be ongoing.
Motorists should expect shoul-
ders and/or lane closures for
travel in both directions.

VARIOUS ROADS FOR
UTILITY WORK - Util-
ity crews will be working on
overhead lines along a general
corridor alignment following
Route 114 (Peppers Ferry),
Route 460 Business (Frank-
lin Street) and Route 11/460
(Roanoke Road). The work
zone will span from the Pu-
laski/Montgomery county line
to the Montgomery/Roanoke
county line. In addition, vari-
ous side roads will be impacted
by intermittent closures for
crossings. Motorists should
expect shoulder closures and
lane closures for travel in both
directions. Intermittent full
closures of the roads will be
required for periods lasting no
longer than 15 minutes. Work
hours are scheduled for 9 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m. daily. Advance
warning for weekend work
involving closures of primary
highways on weekend morn-

ings from 6 a.m. to 10 a.m.
will be provided via message
boards once scheduled. Work
is scheduled to last until fall
2021.

INTERSTATE 81

INTERSTATE 81 LANE
WIDENING CONSTRUC-
TION EXIT 141 TO EXIT
143 — A project to widen the
lanes on I-81 in Roanoke in
both northbound and south-
bound directions between Exit
141 to Exit 143 has begun.
Work will continue to be con-
ducted within the median and
shoulder within the barrier
walls. Sound wall installation
is underway. Weekday and
weekend lane and shoulder
closures may be in place. Esti-
mated completion date of the
project is summer 2022.

Drivers should expect de-
lays. A left lane closure will be
in place on I-81 northbound
or southbound during night-
time hours from 8 p.m. to 6
a.m. while equipment and ma-
terials are brought into and out
of the median. Message boards
will alert drivers.

Daytime lane closures with
flagging operations may be in
place on Green Ridge Road
due to installation of shoulder
stone.

I-81 PAVING OPERA-
TIONS - Weather permit-
ting, crews will pave, patch
and repair pavement on vari-
ous routes. Lane closures may
be in place during nighttime
hours, 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. the
following morning. Drivers
should watch for signs and ex-
pect possible delays.

Botetourt County: Alter-
nating lane closures will be
in place between mile marker
167 and 169 on northbound

See VDOT, page 12
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MONTGOMERY SPORTS

High school football game previews: Radford
vs. Christiansburg, Blacksburg vs. Salem

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Growing up in Wythe Coun-
ty, | knew what the New River
District was all about. There
was Christiansburg, Blacksburg,
Giles and Radford. When the
Virginia High School League
decided to reclassify sports
programs around the state ac-
cording to enrollment, things
changed. The old New River
District was no more, and those
common foes were never to be
seen again.

Recently several of those
schools have seen the value at
the gate of rescheduling those
former opponents. This is true
this weekend when Radford will
travel to Christiansburg to play
on the turf. The two schools
did play in 2008 when Chris-
tiansburg won 20-13. The two
had played for five straight years
leading up to that game.

Christiansburg and Radford
first played in 1915, and the

Blue Demons took a 9-7 win.
But in a twist, the two played a
week later with Radford taking a
16-6 victory.

Radford’s last win over its
Montgomery County neighbors
was in 1997 (21-7) in a year the
Bobcats finished 11-2, losing in
the state playoffs to Powell Val-
ley. Overall, Radford leads the
series 51 to 32.

Meanwhile down the road,
Blacksburg opens its River
Ridge District play with peren-
nial top-ranked Salem. Chris-
tiansburg will then travel to Sa-
lem next week. Blacksburg and
Christiansburg will then face
each other in three weeks.

Area Top Five: 1) Salem, 2)
Radford, 3) Christiansburg, 4)
Glenvar, 5) Pulaski.

Games this week:

Salem (2-1) at Blacksburg (0-
3)

Salem is still reeling from a
season opening loss to West Vir-
ginia power Martinsburg but has
put together two straight wins

to prepare for its River Ridge
opener in Blacksburg. The Spar-
tans routed Northside 42-0 this
past week as they rushed for 206
yards.

Blacksburg on the other hand
is still trying to find a niche in
a season that could come down
to its play after this contest. The
Bruins got some good news this
week with the return of quarter-
back Parker Epperley, who has
yet to play this season after a
season-ending knee injury in the
spring. He should also provide a
spark on the defensive side of
the ball.

The Bruins have been out-
scored 96 to 46 this season.

Prediction: Salem 44, Blacks-
burg 0.

Bland (2-1) at Eastern Mont-
gomery (1-2)

Bland is trying to put togeth-
er its first real football season in
almost two years as the numbers
game has been a problem. So far,
this season they have wins over

Craig County and Rye Cove.

Their lone loss was 39-0 to Nar-
rows.

Travis Reed is in his second
season at the helm of Bland,
which was 0-6 in spring play
and was outscored 295 to 34.
The school had cancelled the
2019 season because of the lack
of players. They finished with 13
players in the spring. The school
is not playing a full Mt. Empire
District schedule in an effort to
add more competitive games
with smaller schools.

Bland does have an offensive
line that averages 245 pounds
and has a defensive line an-
chored by sophomore Sam Pick-
ett (6-1, 385). Kalen Morehead
(6-0, 205) does provide some
power in the running game.

Eastern Montgomery finally
broke a losing streak to cross-
county rival Auburn and came
away with a 31-0 win this past
week. Seth Burleson had 21 car-
ries for 241 yards. Quarterback
Gage Akers ran for a score and
threw for two more. The ques-

tion is whether the Mustangs
will have a letdown in this
week’s game.

Burleson was the News Mes-
senger’s player of the week be-
cause of his play against Auburn.

Prediction: Eastern Mont-
gomery 28, Bland 27.

Radford (3-1) at Christians-
burg (3-0)

Radford thought they had
a big win last week over Galax
before the Maroon Tide sent the
game into overtime and inter-
cepted the Bobcats at the goal
line to pick up the 27-24 win.

Quarterback Marcell Baylor
led the Bobcats with 171 yards
rushing on 12 carries. Baylor
also had 100 yards passing on a
six-for-16 night. So far this sea-
son, Radford has outscored its
opponents 131 to 64.

Christiansburg had to travel
three hours for an option game
and a 28-20 tough win over
Central Wise.

Prediction: Radford 30,
Christiansburg 21.

Eastern Montgomery shuts out
Auburn to claim Golden Helmet

out the win.

Lance Elkins makes an over-the-shoulder catch to put Eastern Montgomery up 7-0
Friday against Auburn. The Mustangs would lay claim to the Golden Helmet with a
31-0 win. The trophy is awarded to the winner of the cross-county rivalry.

Hokies quarterback Braxton Burmeister was 19 of 31 for 223 yards passing with
two touchdowns against the Mountaineers Saturday, hut it wasn’t enough to pull

Virginia Tech falls to West Virginia 27-21

East Mont’s Seth Burleson breaks free for a long touchdown run against the Auburn
Eagles. Burleson had 21 carries for 241 yards including runs of 55 and 66 yards.

Auburn’s #11 John Keith goes up for the grah in Friday’s loss to Eastern Montgomery.
Auburn fell to 0-3 with the loss while the Mustangs picked up their first win of the

year and claimed the Golden Helmet trophy.

PHOTOS BY JAMES PERKINS
East Mont’s Gage Akers picks up a score on a quarterback keeper from three yards

out. He also tossed two touchdown passes.

Jarret Doege threw two touchdown pass-
es, Leddie Brown rushed for 106 yards and
a score and West Virginia survived No. 15
Virginia Tech’s furious rally from a 20-point
deficit to beat the Hokies 27-21 on Saturday.

The Mountaineers (2-1) built a
27-7-point lead midway through the third
quarter but saw that mostly evaporate be-
hind Virginia Tech’s Braxton Burmeister.

Burmeister threw for two scores, in-
cluding a 29-yard touchdown toss to Jalen
Holston with 3:10 left. Virginia Tech got the
ball back with 2:11 remaining on Jermaine
Wallers interception of Doege at the West
Virginia 17, but Burmeister threw incom-
plete on fourth-and-goal from the 3 and
West Virginia ran out the clock.

It was one of three Virginia Tech drives

that stalled inside the West Virginia 10 with
the Hokies coming away with no points.

Burmeister finished 19 of 31 for 223
yards.

Virginia Tech (2-1) had allowed only
three touchdowns in its first two games but
gave up two quick scores to the Mountain-
eers, who couldn' keep up the momentum
after halftime.

Burmeister overcame a sack to throw
three straight completions at the end of the
third quarter, and his 25-yard scramble on
third down set up Raheem Blackshear’s 20-
yard scoring run at the end of the third quar-
ter to close the gap to 27-14.

Doege finished 15 of 25 for 193 yards,
and West Virginia outgained the Hokies
369-329.

Hokies making no excuses for WVU loss

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Saturday’s trip to Morgantown and
its result were not what Virginia Tech’s
football team had expected. The game
was within their grasp with less than two
minutes to go with a first down inside
West Virginia’s five-yard line, but the
Mountaineers’ defense put up a goal line
stand for the record books.

It was just one of several VT trips in-
side the 10-yard line that did not result
in any points.

Following the 27-21 setback, no one
in burgundy and orange was making
excuses. They were disappointed but
weren't pointing to specific areas of the
game.

Offensive lineman Brock Hoffman
said the team just needs to execute with
the chances it gets.

“It’s very disappointing when we cant
finish and execute in the red zone, espe-
cially inside the 10 (yard line),” he said.

Head Coach Justin Fuente expressed
some of that frustration after the game
during his post-game press conference.
He said it all centers around running the
ball.

“We were up-and-down running the
football today,” the head Hokie said.
“When we were behind, there was a
time in there when we didn’t have the
luxury of being able to run it. To me,
it centers around that and being able to
run the ball. We missed a couple of plays
to get touchdowns.”

But there were positives, according
to the coach, as the Hokies were able to
recover from a two-touchdown deficit.

Fuente called it deflating that his team
was not able to score in the red zone es-
pecially at the end of the first half.

“Yeah, I mean, we had a chance to
be cither down 10 points if you score a
touchdown, which I thought would’ve
been a miracle, to be honest with you,
with only being down that much,”
Fuente said. “Then, having to settle
for a field goal, and still, if you punch
that through, you don’t let it get away
as much. So, to not have that, it even
speaks higher of our players. To have
that disappointment, suck it up and go
back out there and compete. It speaks a
lot to our kids and the investment into
what we're doing.”

The Mountaineers (2-1) built a
27-7-point lead midway through the
third quarter but saw that mostly evap-
orate as the Hokies rallied late in the
contest. WVU’s defensive stalemate in
the red zone was the key as the Moun-
taineers slammed the door not once but
three times, and the Hokies came away
with no points.

There was some controversy on a
catch by Tech’s Tayvion Robinson that
initially looked like he caught the ball
for a score. The ruling on the field was
no catch.

Robinson thought otherwise. “Yes, 1
did think I caught it. My hands were on
the ground (when I corralled it). Me, my
teammates and everyone else I talked to
thought it was a touchdown. But it got
overturned.”

Now the team has to regroup for
Richmond back in Lane Stadium this
coming Saturday, and the idea of home
sweet home.
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Blacksburg volleyball takes down Salem

Blackshurg’s Gabby Brooks tips the ball past Salem defender Mia Esworthy during
Thursday’s volleyball home match. The Bruins took the win in straight sets 25-6,

25-22, 25-17.

Blackshurg’s Anna Hanowski hits from the left wing as Salem’s Kia Bowen defends.
With the win, Blackshurg is now 4-1 on the season.

ACC reveals men’s
basketball schedules

The Atdantic Coast
Conference rolled out the
2021-22 men’s basketball
slate Thursday night during
“Nothing But Net” on the
ACC Network.

Of Virginia Tech’s 20
games, the Hokies are set
for home-and-home dates
with North Carolina, Pitts-
burgh, NC State, Virginia,
Miami, and defending
ACC champion Georgia
Tech. Wake Forest will be
Tech’s foe for the confer-
ence opener on Dec. 4 at
Carilion Clinic Court at
Cassell Coliseum. That
game will air on the ACC
Network.

Season-ticket options for
Virginia Tech men’s basket-
ball are now on sale for the
upcoming 2021-22 season.
New this year, fans are able
to purchase a season ticket
package exclusively to Vir-
ginia Techs ACC home
schedule for a discounted
price in comparison to a
traditional full season tick-
et.
The Hokies will return
to non-conference play for
three games before travel-
ing to Duke on Dec. 22 for
a showdown on ESPN2 at
9 p.m. Tech won the lone
matchup last season 74-67
behind 50 percent shooting
from the floor.

Staying in the Tar Heel
State, the Hokies will close
out 2021 with a Dec. 29
battle in the “Dean Dome”
with North Carolina on
ESPN2.

The  Commonwealth
Clash, presented by Smith-
field, features the Hokies
and the Cavaliers squaring
off on Jan. 12 in Charlottes-
ville at 9 p.m. on ESPN2,
followed by the return trip
to Blacksburg on Feb. 14 at
7 p.m. on ESPN as part of
Big Monday. No. 20 Tech
defeated eighth-ranked
UVA 65-51 at home last
season riding the momen-
tum gained from a 19-0
run late in the second half.

Other  schedule high-
lights include the Hokies’
first trip to Tallahassee since
March 5, 2019, and first
trip to Chapel Hill since
Jan. 21, 2019.

Techs  longest ACC
home stand is a three-game
stretch  against ~ Syracuse
(Saturday, Feb. 12), Vir-
ginia (Monday, Feb. 14)
and North Carolina (Sat-
urday, Feb. 19). The Hok-
ies close the regular season
with three of their final four
on the road, including the
finale on March 5 at Clem-
son on RSN.

The conference opener
vs. Wake Forest marks the
first dme Tech will open
ACC play at home in back-
to-back seasons since 2015-
17. As Mike Young enters
his third season at the helm
of the Hokies, he is 2-0 in
ACC openers, twice beat-
ing Clemson.

Barclays  Center  will
once again welcome the
New York Life ACC Men’s
Basketball Tournament
to Brooklyn March 8-12,
2022. The tournament was
previously held there in
2017 and 2018. Tech will
also play at Barclays Center
for the NIT Season Tip-Off
in November.

Remaining ACC game
times will be announced
when they are made avail-
able by the conference of-
fice.

Virginia Tech’s men’s
basketball schedule 2021-
22:

Nov. 9: Maine at home;
Nov. 12: Navy at Annapo-
lis (Veterans Classic); Nov.
15: Radford University
at home; Nov. 18: Saint
Francis (PA) at home; Nov.
21: Merrimack College at
home; Nov. 24: University
of Memphis (NIT Season
Tip-Off in Brooklyn N.Y.);
Nov. 26: Xavier/Iowa State
(NIT Season Tip-Off in
Brooklyn, N.Y.); Dec. I:
Big Ten/ACC Challenge
at College Park, Md.; Dec.

4: Wake Forest at home;
Dec. 8: Cornell University
at home; Dec. 12: Univer-
sity of Dayton at Dayton,
Ohio; Dec. 17: St. Bo-
naventure (Hall of Fame
Shootout in Charlotte);
Dec. 22: Duke University
at Durham; Dec. 29: Uni-
versity of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill; Jan. 1: Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh at home;
Jan. 12: North Carolina
State University at home;
Jan. 12: University of Vir-
ginia at Charlottesville; Jan.
15: University of Notre
Dame at home; Jan. 19:
North Carolina State Uni-
versity at Raleigh; Jan. 22:
Boston College at Chestnut
Hill, Mass.; Jan. 26: Uni-
versity of Miami at home;
Jan. 29: Florida State Uni-
versity at Tallahassee; Feb.
2: Georgia Tech at home;
Feb. 5: University of Pitts-
burgh at Pittsburgh; Feb.
12: Syracuse at home; Feb.
14: University of Virginia at
home; Feb. 19: University
of North Carolina at home;
Feb. 23: Georgia Tech at
Atlanta; Feb. 26: Univer-
sity of Miami at Coral Ga-
bles; March 1, University of
Louisville at home; March
5: Clemson at Clemson;
March 8-March 12: ACC
Championship ~ Tourna-
ment at Brooklyn.

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Blackshurg’s Peyton Seeley passes for the Bruin offense against Salem.

PHOTOS BY JON FLEMING
Blackshurg’s Sophia Johnston hits against the Salem defense in the 3-game sweep
of the Spartans.

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
Ends Thursday September 30th @ 4 PM
Land & Home for Sale at Auction in Floyd VA!
4643 Webbs Mill Rd, Riner VA 24149
Grace Lane, Riner VA 24149

Bid Online Now at VaAuctionPro.com

+/-137.81 acres of land for sale, being offered in 3 tracts. The properties consist of wooded
acreage, farmland, fenced pastures, Little River frontage, a spring branch, small ponds, a
singlewide mobile home, and another home. Enjoy the convenient location in Riner be-
tween Floyd and Christiansburg. All three offerings will be offered individually with online
bidding. Bidders wanting to purchase more than one offering will need to be the high
bidder on all offerings desired. Each offering will remain open and displayed until bidding
is complete on all 3 offerings. For example, if a bid is made on offering # 1, all offerings will
be extended. Refer to information in bidder pack.

Preview Date - Saturday September 18th @ 10 AM

Offering # 1 —This property features +/- 19.23 Acres along with a +/- 2,120 sq. ft. home with
3BRand 1 BA.Home has as shingle roof, vinyl siding, heat pump, and basement. Home was
built in 1933. There is also a single wide mobile located on property. Home is located at
4643 Webbs Mill Road, Riner VA 24149. Back (eastern) boundary adjoins Offering # 2 and #
3. Refer to bidder pack for property maps. Earnest money deposit for offering # 1 is $5,000.
Offering # 2 — +/- 19.02 Acres located on Grace Lane. The property has fencing and
good building sites. Property would be good for farming or a country home with acre-
age with a short commute to Floyd, Christiansburg, 1-81, Radford, and Blacksburg
VA. There are a couple of small sheds and small pond on property. The single wide lo-
cated at 233 Grace Lane, Riner VA is not for sale. Address could be helpful to locate this
property because it is located on Offering # 2 and Offering # 3 border. Refer to maps
for illustration. Offering # 2 western border adjoins Offering # 1 eastern border. Of-
fering # 2 also adjoins Offering # 3. Earnest Money Deposit for Offering # 2 is $10,000.
Offering # 3 — +/- 99.56 Acres located on Grace Lane. The property is mostly open has
fencing and joins Little River. Access road is a shared road to single wide mobile home
located at 233 Grace Lane, Riner VA not included in this sale. Single wide mobile has right
of way access along western boundary of this tract. This land is mostly open, has a couple
of sheds, small pond, and just under 1,800 feet of Little River Frontage. Property has been
used for grazing and is great land for farming, and livestock. There are good building sites
for anyone wanting a country home with farmland near Floyd VA, Christiansburg, Radford,
Riner, Radford, and 1-81. Offering # 3 western border adjoins Offering # 1 eastern border.
Offering # 3 also adjoins offering # 2. Earnest Money Deposit for Offering # 3 is $10,000.

Offering # 1 is a different owner from Offering # 2 and # 3. In the event a bidder is pur-
chasing multiple offerings, a separate contract will be required for Offering # 1.

Terms — 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract price. Win-
ning and confirmed bidder will be expected to pay Earnest Money Deposit and sign the real
estate purchase contract on the day of sale. Close on or before November 15th 2021. Subject
to seller confirmation. Property sold as is, where is with any and all faults. Buyer is expected
to complete their own due diligence and have the responsibility to review the contract prior
to bidding. Download Bidder Information Pack at VaAuctionPro.com

Contact Matt Gallimore, Broker/Auctioneer at 540-239-2585

or email gallimore.matt@gmail.com ; Or contact
Dale Moran, Realtor/Auctioneer at 540-392-9900

102 S. Locust Street,
Floyd, VA 24091
(540) 745-2005

VaAuctionPro.com
Lic# 2907004059

Send community news and photos

to communitynews@ourvalley.org
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I-81 between the hours of 7
p.m. and 6 a.m. the following
morning, Sunday night to Fri-
day morning.

1-81 BRIDGE DECK RE-
PAIRS — Weather permitting,
crews will repair bridge decks
on Interstate 81. Between
mile markers 141 and 143,
right and left lane closures
will be in place northbound
and southbound during night-
time hours, 9 p.m. to 6 a.m.
the following morning. Driv-
ers should watch for signs and
expect possible delays.

I-81 POTHOLE PATCH-
ING OPERATIONS — Weath-
er permitting, crews will patch
potholes along southbound
and northbound Interstate
81. Mobile right and left lane
closures will be in place and
moving along northbound
and southbound lanes during
nighttime hours, 9 p.m. to 6
a.m. the following morning.
Drivers should watch for mov-
ing vehicles and equipment.
Expect possible delays.

INTERSTATE 581

1-581/220 EXPRESSWAY
PAVING OPERATIONS -—
Weather permitting, crews will
pave, patch and repair pave-
ment on various routes. Lane
closures may be in place dur-
ing nighttime hours, 9 p.m. to
6 a.m. the following morning.
Drivers should watch for signs
and expect possible delays.

ROUTE 581 BRIDGE
WORK OVER WILLIAM-
SON ROAD - Work is un-
derway to rehab the bridge
on I[-581 that crosses over
Route 11 (Williamson Road)
in Downtown Roanoke. On
Route 11 (Williamson Road)
drivers can expect intermittent
and alternating lane closures
between the intersections with
Rutherford Avenue and Wells
Avenue. Any impacts to [-581
will be minimal. The project is
expected to be complete at the
end of 2021.

A right lane closure may be
in place on Route 11 north-
bound between the intersec-
tions of Rutherford Avenue
and Wells Avenue periodically.

1-581/220 LANE & RAMP
CLOSURES FOR PAVING

AND MAINTENANCE OP-
ERATIONS IN ROANOKE
COUNTY- Weather permit-
ting, crews will be milling and
paving along Interstate 81.
Right and left lane closures
will be in place along north-
bound and southbound lanes
during nighttime hours. Driv-
ers should expect possible de-
lays.

1-581 BRIDGE DECK RE-
PAIRS — Weather permitting,
crews will repair bridge decks
on Interstate 581. Right, cen-
ter and left lane closures will
be in place northbound and
southbound during nighttime
hours, 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. the
following morning. Drivers
should watch for signs and ex-
pect possible delays.

INTERSTATE 77
ROLL COUNTY)

I-77 PAVING OPERA-
TIONS — Weather permitting,
crews will be performing pav-
ing operations along Inter-
state 77 between mile marker
24 and 0. Right and left lane
closures may be in place along
northbound and southbound
lanes during nighttime hours,
7 p.m. to 6 a.m. Drivers should
watch for moving vehicles and
equipment. Expect possible
delays.

1-77 BRIDGE DECK RE-
PAIRS — Weather permitting,
crews will repair bridge decks
on Interstate 77. Right and
left lane closures may be in
place northbound or south-
bound  during  nighttime
hours, 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. the
following morning. Drivers
should watch for signs and ex-
pect possible delays.

I-77 LANE & RAMP
CLOSURES FOR MAIN-
TENANCE OPERATIONS
IN CARROLL COUNTY-
Weather permitting, crews
will be milling, paving and
performing maintenance along
Interstate 77. Right and left
lane closures will be in place
along northbound and south-
bound lanes during nighttime
hours. Drivers should expect
possible delays.

I-77 BRUSH REMOVAL
& SHOULDER WORK -
Weather permitting, crews will

(CAR-

remove and clear brush and
work on shoulders and slopes
along I-77 northbound and
southbound from mile mark-
er 17 to 14 during nighttime
hours, 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. the
following morning. A left lane
closure will be in place.

ROANOKE CITY

None at this time.

ROANOKE COUNTY

ROUTE 220 SLOPE RE-
PAIRS TO BEGIN IN ROA-
NOKE COUNTY NEAR
CROSSBOW CIRCLE IN-
TERSECTION — Work to re-
pair a slope along southbound
Route 220 just south of its
intersection with Route 1290
(Crossbow Circle) in Roanoke
County has begun. Heavy
rains in recent years have
caused debris and soil along
this slope to move. Drivers can
expect short-term lane closures
with flaggers directing traffic
on Crossbow Circle when con-
struction equipment is being
moved into the site. A shoul-
der closure along southbound
Route 220 will be installed in
the months ahead as work pro-
gresses. Weather permitting,
the project is expected to be
completed fall 2021.

OGDEN ROAD LANE
CLOSURES - Nightly road
closures will be in place on
Route 681 (Ogden Road) for
utility work to install a sanitary
sewer connection. These night-
ly road closures will continue
through September 2021.

ROUTE 11 & ROUTE 117
INTERSECTION: PEDES-
TRIAN IMPROVEMENTS
- Construction has begun on a
pedestrian improvement proj-
ect on Route 11 (Williamson
Road). Work will take place
.45 miles south of the intersec-
tion with Route 117 (Peters
Creek Road) and will end at
the intersection. The majority
of the construction, phase one
and two, will take place dur-
ing daytime hours, 7 a.m. to 7
p-m., Monday through Friday.
The southbound lane of Wil-
liamson Road will be closed
and traffic will be shifted
into the center turn lane. The
northbound lane will remain

open. In addition, left turns
will not be permitted into en-
trances from both southbound
and northbound lanes within
the work zone on Williamson
Road. This pattern will remain
in place through the first two
phases of the project. During
the third phase of the project,
work will be performed with
lane closures in place during
night hours only, 9 p.m. to 6
a.m. the following morning.
Shoulder closures will be in
place throughout the project
with message boards to alert
drivers. Expected to be com-
pleted in December 2021.
Southbound traffic within
the work zone on Williamson
Road., south of the intersec-
tion with Peters Creek Road,
will be shifted through the
center lane during the hours of
7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on weekdays.
ROUTE 11 NORTH
(ROUTE 460 EAST) WEST
MAIN STREET SIDEWALK
PROJECT - Work is under-
way installing sidewalks and

other pedestrian  improve-
ments on Route 11 North
(Route 460 East). The loca-

tion begins 0.012 mile east of
the intersection with Technol-
ogy Drive and will extend to
the intersection with Route
643 (Garman Ave/Alleghany
Drive). Lane closures and
flagging operations are pos-
sible, Monday through Friday
between 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. with
limited closures allowed after 6
p.m. Expected completion is
December 2021.

ROUTE 419 IMPROVE-
MENT PROJECT - Work for
improvements on Route 419/
Electric Road between Og-
den Road and the Route 220
Expressway at Tanglewood
Mall is underway. The work
includes constructing a third
lane along Southbound Route
419/Electric Road between
Ogden Road and the Route
220 Expressway on ramp.
There will be crosswalks added
with pedestrian signals and
modifications to the existing
traffic signals. Sidewalks will
be constructed along North-
bound Route 419 and along
Southbound Route 419 be-
tween Ogden Road and South

Peak Drive. There will be new
surface pavement placed and
the pavement markings will be
redone. The contractor con-
tinues to perform storm sewer
and waterline pipe installation.
Estimated completion is fall
2021.

Daytime hours of 7 a.m. to
5 p.m. and nighttime hours
of 8 am. to 8 p.m. will be
in place for possible lane and
shoulder closures.

A water main is being in-
stalled across Route 419. A
single lane closure is in place in
the eastbound and westbound
lanes during nighttime hours,
8 p.m. to 8 am., Monday
through Thursdays. Paving of
business entrances may occur
during these nighttime hours
as well.

ROUTE 220 BRIDGE RE-
PLACEMENT OVER BACK
CREEK - Work to replace
the existing bridge over Back
Creek is under construction.
The bridge is near the inter-
section of Route 657 (Crow-
ell Gap Road and Winter
Drive). There will be periodic
left lane closures between the
hours of 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. on
Route 220 southbound and
northbound between Route
676 and Route 715. Route
220 southbound left shoulder
will remain closed during this
stage. Southbound traffic is on
the newly constructed section
of the bridge. The existing
southbound bridge is being
removed. Estimated project
completion is fall 2021.

PAVING OPERATIONS:
Drivers should expect daily
changes in traffic pattern for
milling and paving southbound
and northbound. Delays in the
area are possible and message
boards will alert traffic.

CROSSOVER CLOSED:
The Route 220 crossover at
Crowell Gap Road and Win-
ter Drive is closed and no left
turns will be allowed during
this stage.

LANE CLOSURE: There
will be periodic left lane clo-
sures on Route 220 south
and northbound between the
hours of 9 a.m. and 4 p.m.
between Route 676 and Route
715.

THIS IS NOT THETIME TO
LET OUR GUARD DOWN.

JENas L

Wear a mask
over your nose

and mouth

Stay at least 6 feet
away from others

Avoid crowds

Find your

free vaccine

We’re all tired of COVID-19. But with new and more dangerous variants of
the virus here in Virginia, we have to stay committed to stopping the spread.
Please do your part by following the steps above. Find your free vaccine
at Vaccinate.Virginia.gov or learn more by calling 1-877-VAX-IN-VA.

We’re not finished yet.

VACCINATE

// VIRGINIA
DEPARTMENT
OF HEALTH
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