
WASHINGTON—The De-
fense POW/MIA Accounting 
Agency (DPAA) announced 
Tuesday that navy ship’s cook 
first class Rodger C. Butts, 47, 
of Portsmouth, Va., killed dur-
ing World War II, was account-
ed for on Sept. 28, 2020.

On Dec. 7, 1941, Butts was 
assigned to the battleship USS 
Oklahoma, which was moored 
at Ford Island, Pearl Harbor, 
when the ship was attacked 
by Japanese aircraft. The USS 
Oklahoma sustained multiple 
torpedo hits, which caused it to 
quickly capsize. The attack on 
the ship resulted in the deaths of 
429 crewmen, including Butts. 

From December 1941 to June 
1944, Navy personnel recov-
ered the remains of the deceased 
crew, which were subsequently 
interred in the Halawa and 
Nu’uanu cemeteries.

In September 1947, tasked 
with recovering and identify-
ing fallen U.S. personnel in the 
Pacific Theater, members of 
the American Graves Registra-
tion Service (AGRS) disinterred 
the remains of U.S. casualties 
from the two cemeteries and 
transferred them to the Cen-
tral Identification Laboratory at 
Schofield Barracks. The labora-
tory staff was able to confirm 
the identifications of only 35 
men from the USS Oklahoma at 
that time. AGRS subsequently 
buried the unidentified remains 
in 46 plots at the National Me-
morial Cemetery of the Pacific, 
known as the Punchbowl, in 
Honolulu. In October 1949, a 
military board classified those 

who could not be identified, 
including Butts, as non-recov-
erable.

Between June and Novem-
ber 2015, DPAA personnel ex-
humed the USS Oklahoma un-
knowns from the Punchbowl for 
analysis.

To identify Butts’s remains, 
scientists from DPAA conduct-
ed dental and anthropological 
analysis. Additionally, scientists 
from the Armed Forces Medical 
Examiner System used Y chro-
mosome DNA (Y-STR) analysis.

Butts’s name is recorded on 
the Walls of the Missing at the 
Punchbowl, along with the oth-
ers who are missing from WWII. 
A rosette will be placed next to 
his name to indicate he has been 
accounted for.

Butts will be buried in New-
town, Penn. The date has yet to 
be determined.

Saturday, October 23, 2021        www.ourvalley.org        USPS 016-490        $1.00

News Messenger
Blacksburg Christiansburg

Serving Montgomery County Since 1869

grown sickly, wasting away and 
eventually succumbing to a 
mysterious affl  iction. Doctors 
thought they knew the cause of 
death, but the concerned citizens 
had another theory.

George Brown was among 
those who believed something 
“more” might be lurking on his 
farm. Shortly after Mercy Lena 
passed away, his son Edwin fell ill 
too. Desperate to save the last of 
his kin, George gave the towns-
people permission to dig up the 
bodies of his wife and daughters.

Once unearthed, the crowd 
discovered that the corpses of 
Mary and Mary Olive had rotted 
away. Mercy’s body, on the other 
hand, was “oddly well preserved” 
despite lying in a crypt for several 
months. It looked as if her hair 
and nails had grown, and, when 
pierced, her delicate skin still con-
tained drops of blood. For those 
who had gathered, these telltale 
signs confi rmed their suspicions. 
Mercy was a vampire.

A village doctor witnessed the 
makeshift graveside autopsy and 
reiterated the suspected cause of 
death. He explained how the cold 
New England weather would 
have kept her body preserved. 
Th e townspeople wouldn’t listen. 
Panicked, they removed Mercy’s 
heart and burned it on a nearby 
rock. It is believed that, in ritu-
alistic fashion, Edwin then con-
sumed the ashes. Unfortunately, 
it did nothing to slow the progres-
sion of his illness. Th e young sales 
clerk died a few months later.

Th e Brown exhumations in 
Rhode Island, known then as 
“Th e Vampire Capital of Amer-
ica,” was just one among tens of 
similar exhumations throughout 
New England at the time. Henry 
David Th oreau even mentions 
one in an 1859 journal.

Driving an electric car in the 
New River Valley just got a little eas-
ier with the addition of a charging 
station at the Montgomery County 
Government Center located at 755 
Roanoke St. in Christiansburg.

According to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy, Virginia has 893 
stations with 2,465 charging outlets 
with public access.  Fewer than two 
dozen are located in the New River 
Valley. 

Th e level two charging station 
has two charging ports, allowing 
two cars to charge at the same time. 
Most electric vehicles can get 10 to 
20 miles from one hour of charging 
on a level two charger.

Funding for the electric charging 
station was allocated by the Board 
of Supervisors to support the coun-
ty’s sustainability initiatives.

“I am a huge supporter of sustain-
ability initiatives throughout the 
county,” said Montgomery County 
Board of Supervisors member April 
DeMotts. “In 2019, I asked my fel-
low supervisors to allocate funding 
in support of such initiatives. Th is 
electric charging station is just one 
of the many things we have done 
and plan to do to make sure that we 
are being good stewards not only 
with the taxpayers’ dollars, but also 
with the environment.”

Montgomery County Sustain-
ability Manager Bill Long hopes 
the station will be utilized by local 
residents as well as employees at the 

Montgomery County Government 
Center.  “I could see people charg-
ing their cars while they attend 
a board of supervisors meeting,” 
Long said.

Military aircraft to fl y over Lane 
Stadium during today’s football game

A U.S. Air Force HH-60W 
combat rescue helicopter will fl y 
over Lane Stadium at the start 
of today’s football game against 
Syracuse.

Coordinated by Virginia 
Tech’s Air Force ROTC, the fl y-
over is subject to change based 
on weather and operational re-
quirements. Kickoff  is scheduled 
for 12:30 p.m.

Th e aircraft and its crew hail 
from the 41st Rescue Squad-
ron at Moody Air Force Base, 
Georgia. Th e squadron special-
izes in combat rescue of downed 
aircrew. Its members rapidly 
mobilize and deploy to provide 
combat and peacetime search 

and rescue eff orts in support of 
national security interests.

Th e HH-60W, also known as 
the Jolly Green II, is the newest 
combat search and rescue aircraft 
for the Air Force and a variant of 
the Army’s UH-60 Black Hawk. 
Th e HH-60W is primarily used 
in combat rescue operations, but 
also conducts civil search-and-
rescue, humanitarian aid, and 
disaster relief missions.

Th e aircraft commander 
for today’s fl ight is Maj. Adam 
Cade, a 2010 graduate of the 
Corps of Cadets and Air Force 
ROTC. He earned a bachelor’s 
degree in mechanical engineer-
ing from the College of En-

gineering and is an instructor 
evaluator pilot with the 41st 
Rescue Squadron.

Th e co-pilot is Capt. Nathan 
Delaney, who commissioned 
through Syracuse University. 
Th e aircraft is crewed by two 
special missions aviators, Senior 
Master Sgt. Robert Alvarado 
and Senior Airman Asher Ray. 
In addition, Technical Sgt. Kris-
topher Bradner and Technical 
Sgt. John Fain will provide sup-
port from the 41st Rescue Gen-
eration Squadron.

Th e aircraft will be on dis-
play from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Sunday on the Drillfi eld. Th e 
public is welcome to attend.

Halloween tales: New Englanders 
once blamed vampires for TB deaths

Montgomery County installs 
electric car charging station

A U.S. Air Force HH-60W Jolly Green II from the 41st Rescue Squadron hoists pararescuemen 
during training at Moody Air Force Base, Georgia, in September. U.S. Air Force photo by 
Staff Sgt. Melanie A. Bulow-Gonterman.

The electric charging station at the 
Montgomery County Government 
Center in Christiansburg has two 
charging ports, which allows two 
cars to charge at the same time.

As families lost one loved one after another to tuberculosis 
in the 19th century, some believed the undead were preying 
upon them. Panicked New Englanders exhumed bodies to 
prevent ongoing vampire attacks. At one such exhumation, 
the townspeople removed the heart of 19-year-old Mercy 
Lena Brown and burned it on a nearby rock.

More than 200 years after 
the Salem Witch Trials, ripples 
of another hysteria struck New 
England: the fear of vampires. 
During the 19th century, the 
spread of tuberculosis, or con-
sumption, claimed the lives of 
entire families in Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, Vermont, and 
other parts of the Northeast. 

Between 1786—when 
health offi  cials fi rst began re-
cording mortality rates—and 
1800, the disease claimed two 
percent of New England’s pop-
ulation.

Th e death toll was not only 
terrifying; it was also a horrifi c 
way to die. “Consumptives 
lost weight, coughed up blood, 
their skin turned ashen, and 
they sometimes died a slow 
death, almost as if something 
was ‘sucking the life’ out of 
them,” says retired Connecti-
cut state archaeologist, Nicho-
las Bellantoni.

New Englanders didn’t 
deny the reality of consump-
tion. But before the germ the-

ory, at a time when physicians 
were unable to explain how 
certain infectious diseases were 
spread, hopeless villagers be-
lieved that some of those who 
perished from consumption 
preyed upon their living fam-
ily members. Some described 
New England vampires as a 
microbe or “bacterium with 
fangs.”

Exhuming the dead to stop 
vampire attacks

To prevent an ongoing 
vampire attack and the dis-
ease from spreading, panicked 
citizens dug up bodies and per-
formed various rituals, includ-
ing burning internal organs.

One such exhumation took 
place in March 1892 at the 
Chestnut Hill cemetery in 
Exeter, Rhode Island. Local 
people brought shovels and 
picks and, together, exhumed 
the corpses of Mary Brown 
and her daughters, 20-year-old 
Mary Olive and 19-year-old 
Mercy Lena.

Each of the women had 

USS Oklahoma sailor 
from Virginia accounted 
for from World War II

Navy ship’s cook first class Rodger 
C. Butts of Portsmouth was killed 
during the Japanese attack on 
Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941.

VT expert: Consumers right to 
be concerned about infl ation

PHOTO BY KAROLINA GRABOWSKA FROM PEXELS
Inflation is rising at its highest rate in more than a 
decade and is now impacting most, if not all primary 
consumer items, according to Virginia Tech economist 
Mike Ellerbrock. 

Mike Ellerbrock is a professor of 
Environmental and Natural Resource 
Economics in the department of Agri-
cultural & Applied Economics. He says 
infl ation is rising at its highest rate in 
more than a decade and is now impact-
ing most, if not all primary consumer 
items. He shared these thoughts about 
what this means for today’s consumers 
and the economy.

What do the numbers tell us about 
the overall rate of infl ation in 2021?

Since 2011, infl ation has been low 
at about 1.5%, until this year when it 
is expected to rise above 4%, and then 
moderate to around 2% in 2022 after 
seasonal adjustments.

Is there reason for the average con-
sumer to be concerned about what’s go-
ing on with prices? 

Yes – because the current increases 
are mainly in food, shelter, and fuel – 
primary consumer items, which can 
exacerbate the situation if shoppers 
panic and accelerate their purchases.  
Expectations are infl uential drivers of 
consumer behavior. Th e multi-trillion-
dollar Biden stimulus programs aimed 

See Infl ation, page 7
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Bored with
your stuff?

Trade in gently
used clothing
for $5 off

anything new
All week.

Remember:
December 7:  Pearl Harbor Day

January 6:  U.S. Capitol Day

For our children
For our families
For our future

Vote Jason Ballard For Delegate
Election Day Tuesday, November 2nd

Paid for by the Radford City Republican Committee

Jason Ballard for Delegate
A better choice for Radford

UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday, 
Oct. 23:

Cupcake Wars
At the Blacksburg Li-

brary at 2 p.m. Come 
in for an epic and ed-
ible competition at the 
library. Supplies will be 
provided, but they are 
limited. Ages 9 and up. 
Email mroach@mfrl.org 
with any questions.

 
Trunk or Treat
At the Meadowbrook 

Library at 3 p.m. Dress 
the kids up in their Hal-
loween costumes and 
bring them to the library. 
Th is event is for children 
12 and under. Th e Trunk 
or Treat will be held in 
the parking lot near the 
playground behind the 
library. Sponsors with 
decorated vehicles will 
provide trunks fi lled 
with treats for the chil-
dren. Sponsors include 
the Meadowbrook Public 
Library, Friends of the 
Library-Meadowbrook 
Chapter, and other com-
munity groups. No pets 
allowed except service an-
imals. For more informa-
tion contact the Mead-
owbrook Public Library.

Sunday, 
Oct. 24:

Fall Plant Swap
At the Blacksburg Li-

brary at 2 p.m. Bring a 
plant, take a plant. Pack-
ets of seeds and bulbs are 
welcome, too. If you have 
extra garden, landscape, 
or houseplants, perhaps 
you’d like to pot them up 
and trade for something 
new. Th e swap begins at 
2:30 p.m. Th is event is 
free and open to every-
one. Th ose with items to 
swap can participate in 
the fi rst round; everyone 
can participate in the sec-
ond round of choosing.  
For more information, 
call 552-8246 or 552-
6331.

Tuesday, 
Oct. 26:

Science Fiction and 
Fantasy Book Club

At the Blacksburg Li-
brary at 6:30 p.m. To be 
discussed is “XX” by Rian 
Hughes. Call ahead to re-
serve a copy.

Wellness Book Club: 
“Think Like a Monk”

At the Christiansburg 
Library at 6:30 p.m. To 
be discussed this month 
is “Th ink Like a Monk” 
by Jay Shetty. Pre-register 
with the Town of Chris-
tiansburg Recreation 
Department at 540-382-
2349.

Wednesday, 
Oct. 27:

Sustainable Blacks-
burg to Host Lunch and 
Learn about Composting

Sustainable Blacksburg 
will host “Composting: 
Campus + Community” 
Lunch and Learn at noon, 
at the Blacksburg Library. 
Presenters will discuss the 
science behind compost-
ing, as well as current op-
tions and future plans for 
composting and the di-
version of organic waste 
on the VT campus and in 
the community.

Participants will learn 
about the pros and cons 
of true composting vs. 
anaerobic digestion and 
the technical, fi nancial, 
and regulatory challenges 
to enacting community 
scale composting pro-
grams. Potential campus/
community partnerships 
will also be discussed. 
Presenters include Prof. 
Greg Evanylo, VT Profes-
sor in the School of Plant 
& Environmental Scienc-
es; Blake Bensman, VT 
Residence Life and Din-
ing Services Sustainabil-
ity Manager; and Carol 
Davis, Town of Blacks-
burg Sustainability Man-
ager. Participants may at-
tend virtually at tinyurl.
com/bburg-composting

Lunch and Learn: 
“Twenty Trees That are 
Better Than a Bradford 
Pear”

At the Blacksburg Li-
brary at noon. “Twenty 
Trees Th at Are Better 

Th an a Bradford Pear,” 
by Carl Absher, retired 
arborist.

Callery Pear is a small 
tree native to Southeast 
Asia that was introduced 
to the USA in 1964 as 
the ‘Bradford’ pear. Since 
then, multiple variet-
ies of callery pear have 
been introduced to the 
nursery market that all 
have great spring fl owers 
and good fall coloration. 
However, they all invade 
our local ecosystems and 
suppress native plants. To 
be discussed in this pre-
sentation is the callery 
pear and its problems, 
some native trees that are 
preferable to the callery 
pears, and some places to 
purchase them.  Th is is a 
hybrid event. To attend 
on Zoom, register on  ti-
nyurl.com/InvasivePear. 
Come to the library to at-
tend in person.

Author Talk with Jack 
Walker

At the Blacksburg Li-
brary at 6:30 p.m. Author 
Jack Walker talks about 
his new book, “Ham-
mer’s Quest.” Set in 1908 
Navasota, Texas, Texas 
Ranger Frank Hammer 
confronts white suprem-
acy.

Friday, Oct. 29:
Radford Trick or Treat 

Trail and Harvest Festi-
val

4 to 6 p.m. in down-
town Radford. Stop at 
downtown businesses for 
treats and have fun at the 
Harvest Festival, spon-
sored by Oasis Church, 
held in the Virginia Street 
and East Main parking 
lot.

Stuffed Animal Taxi-
dermy

At the Meadowbrook 
Public Library at 2:30 
p.m. Transform stuff ed 
animals into a unique 
work of art. Recom-
mended for ages 10 and 
up. All supplies are pro-
vided. Registration is re-
quired.

Sunday, 
Oct. 31:

Grove United Meth-
odist Church Trunk or 
Treat

An afternoon of safe 

fun. Trunk or treating 
features trunks fi lled with 
treats provided by Grove 
UMC members and stu-
dents from the Wesley 
Student Center at Rad-
ford University. Th e event 
is free. For more informa-
tion, call 540-639-2807.

First Annual Hacks-
burg Pumpkin Chunkin’

From 9 a.m. until 3 
p.m. at 1331 Research 
Center Dr. Hacksburg 
will be running its own 
pumpkin chunkin’ com-
petition. Gather up a 
team to build a trebu-
chet capable of throwing 
pumpkins at targets. Th e 
offi  cial rules were sent out 
on Oct. 4. Email rsvp@
hacksburg.org for a copy. 
Teams will have a regis-
tration fee, but anyone 
can come to watch for 
free. Tours of Hacksburg 
will also be available. For 
answers to any question, 
email board@hacksburg.
org or come to one of the 
open Tuesday meetings, 
each week at 7:30 p.m.

Introduction to Cryp-
tid Hunting

At the Blacksburg Li-
brary at 2 p.m. Have you 
ever wanted to see what is 
going bump in the night? 
Are you certain that Big-
foot was watching you 
during your last camp-
ing trip? Is it a bunny 
or a Jackalope? Come 
to this Introduction to 
Cryptid Hunting class to 
learn about all the won-
derful, crazy legends and 
myths that live in the 
United States, from the 
Mothman to the Fresno 
Nightcrawlers. Email 
Cryptozoologist Sally at 
sstauff er@mfrl.org with 
any questions.

Wednesday, 
Nov. 3:

Artist Talk with Matt 
Gentry

At the Hahn Horticul-
ture Garden from noon 
to 1 p.m. A collection 
of Gentry’s watercolor 
paintings of Virginia Riv-
ers will be displayed. He 
will talk about his process 
and present his plein-
air painting setup. Th e 
event is free and will be 
held outside on the patio 
behind the pavilion (Th e 
presentation will move 
inside if the weather 

doesn’t cooperate.) Park-
ing passes will be provid-
ed to attendees.

Thursday, 
Nov. 4:

American Legion 
meeting

American Legion, 
Harvey-Howe-Carper 
Post 30 will meet on 
Th ursday, Nov. 4, at 7 
p.m. at the VFW Post 
Home on 102 Watts St. 
in Radford. Th e Boys and 
Girls State Representa-
tives from Radford High 
School will be recognized 
at the meeting. For fur-
ther information, call 
540-250-2283 or 540-
239-9864.

Friday, Nov. 5 
and Sat. Nov. 6:

Radford Library Book 
Sale

Th e Radford Public 
Library will hold a book 
sale on Friday, Nov. 5, 
and Saturday, Nov. 6, 
from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m. 
Hardback books will sell 
for $1.00 and paper-
backs for $.50. Children’s 
books are half the price 
of adult books. Wear a 
mask and come support 
the Radford Public Li-
brary.

Tuesday, 
Nov. 9:

Sons of Confederate 
Veterans meeting

Th e Sons of Confed-
erate Veterans, Stuart 
Horse Artillery Camp 
1784, will meet at 7 p.m. 
at Aly’s Italian Family 
Restaurant at 3204 Ri-
ner Road. Members of 
the United Daughters of 
the Confederacy (UDC) 
are invited. Member Wil-
liam Reed will give a talk 
on “Confederate Small 
Arms.” For further in-
formation call 540-320-
4315 or 540-239-9864.

Wednesday, 
Nov. 17:

Hahn Horticul-
ture Garden In-Person 
Learn at Lunch

“Ramps” with Pabi-
tra Aryal from noon to 
1 p.m.  Aryal, a Ph.D. 
candidate in VT’s Col-
lege of Agriculture and 
Life Sciences’ School of 
Plant and Environmen-
tal Sciences, is research-
ing the onion’s cousin 
by growing ramps from 
seeds and bulbs to study 
the germination time of 
the plant. Come learn 
more about ramps and 
her research. This is a 
free event, with no reg-
istration needed. VT 

requires face masks in 
public spaces, so every-
one will need to wear a 
mask at this event. Park-
ing passes will be pro-
vided to attendees.

Through 
October:

Grab-and-Go Meals
All the month of Oc-

tober at the Meadow-
brook Public Library 
free grab-and-go meals 
and snacks. Children 18 
years and younger can 
come and get a weeks’ 
worth of meals and 
snacks. Each box will 
contain a five-day sup-
ply. This is free to all 
children and teens dur-
ing library hours. Spon-
sored by Feeding South-
west Virginia, an equal 
opportunity provider.

Radford Farmers 
Market

The Radford Farmers 
Market continues each 
Saturday through Oct. 
30, from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. in the New River 
Valley Community Ser-
vice parking lot (the old 
Wade’s parking lot) on 
West Main Street.

Christiansburg Farm-
ers Market

The Christiansburg 
Farmers Market contin-
ues through Thursday, 
Oct. 28, in the Chris-
tiansburg Recreation 
Center parking lot from 
3 to 7 p.m.

Ongoing:
Passports at Radford 

Library
Radford Public Li-

brary is a Passport Ac-
ceptance Office. Call 
(540) 731-3621 to set 
up an appointment 
time. Those planning 
overseas travel should 
get their passports as 
early as possible. The 
current wait time is 18 
weeks.

“Paper Alchemy” ex-
hibit

On display in the 
gallery in Radford Uni-
versity’s Covington 
Center. This is an ex-
hibition of jewelry and 
other objects made from 
Thurmanite®, a mate-
rial invented by James 
Thurman, an artist who 
teaches at the University 
of North Texas. Thur-
manite is a unique com-
posite material made of 
layers of recycled paper 
bonded together with 
an environmentally 
friendly plant-based res-
in. “Paper Alchemy” is a 
dynamic demonstration 
of the artist’s range of 
inventive problem-solv-
ing and creativity.
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ABSOLUTE AUCTION
Real Estate and Personal Property

Auction Conducted for the 
Earl G. Irwin Living Estate

112 Lee Street, Radford, VA 24141
Saturday ~ November 6 ~ 10AM

Real Estate: Nice 3 Bedroom, 1.5 Bath, Brick, 
Ranch Style Home. Full Basement. Family Room 
in Basement with Supplemental Gas Heat. Ex-
tra Finished Room in Basement. Large Deck. 
Concrete Drive. Outbuilding. Appliances include 
Dishwasher, Refrigerator, Cook Top, and Cabi-
net Oven. Hardwood Floors, Carpet and Vinyl 
Floor Coverings. EBB Heat. Over 1,300 Square 
Feet Finished. Move in Condition. Real Estate 
Sells at 12 Noon. Easy Access to I-81, Exit 105.

Personal Property:Antiques, Collectibles, An-
tique Secretary, Two Bedroom Suites, Small 
Child’s Fur Coat, very old, Wool Spats with But-
tonhole Tool. Antique Cabinet. Custom Built 
Wood Rocker, age estimated at 100 years, built 
for 400 Pound Man. File Cabinet. Window AC 
Unit. Comforters. Some Hand Tools. Step Lad-
der. Bookcase. Books. CD Collection. Two Old 
Chest of Drawers. Glass Collectibles. Bicycle. 
Stationary Bicycle. Tool Box. Framed Mirror. 
Framed Pictures. Vacuum.  Collectible Art. Old 
Cedar Chest. And much, much more. Some-
thing for Everyone. Personal Property may be 
viewed on morning of Sale. Sale begins at 10 
AM. Seating will be provided. Food and Drinks 
Available at Deli Mart, One Block West of Prop-
erty. Rest Room will be available.

Terms: Real Estate, 10% Deposit. Balance at 
Settlement. Personal Property, Cash or Good 
Check with Proper ID.

Directions: Go West on West Main Street. Left 
on Lee Street. Home on Right.

MCCRAW REAL ESTATE INC. 
VAAR 746 ~ (540) 639-4556

Hearing Aid Specialist

A documentary from 
Blue Ridge PBS, “The 
Story of the New River,” 
premiered Thursday and 
is running as a marathon 
today, Oct. 23, and Sun-
day, Oct. 24, on the two 
Blue Ridge PBS stream-
ing YouTube channels, 
Blue Ridge Streaming 
and Project Southwest.

The documentary is 
also running today and 
Sunday on the PBS edu-
cation channel ECHO 
on YouTube and on 
broadcast 15.5.

The 90-minute docu-
mentary chronicles the 
history of the New River 
and highlights a number 
of fascinating stories as 
told by area historians 
and local residents with 
ties to the river.

Three years in the 
making, the documenta-
ry features drone videog-
raphy and a number of 
historical re-enactments. 
April Martin, the histo-
rian and education di-
rector of the Wilderness 

Road Regional Museum, 
assisted in the produc-
tion to preserve historical 
accuracy.

Additional local his-
torical consultants in-
clude Tal Stanley, Profes-
sor of Civic Innovation 
at Emory and Henry 
College; Tim Thornton, 
Instructor of Appala-
chian Studies at Radford 
University; Ken Miller, 
historian at the Norfolk 
& Western Historical 
Society in Roanoke, and 
Daved Sandefur, histori-
an at the Grayson Coun-
ty Historical Society.

Blue Ridge PBS Presi-
dent and CEO William 
Anderson said, “The doc-
umentary is very much a 
regional history lesson 
for viewers in Southwest 
Virginia and beyond. 
PBS is known for history 
programming, and Blue 
Ridge PBS is well-known 
for telling the stories of 
our area. ‘The Story of 
the New River’ is no ex-
ception. We are truly the 

region’s storyteller.”
The documentary 

features original music 
recorded by local band 
Eight Point Star. The 
soundtrack CD features 
several songs written 
about the New River and 
its history, along with a 
few traditional old-time 
tunes including a remake 
of “New River Train,” 
originally recorded by 
Henry Whitter of Gray-
son County sometime 
around 1924.

“The Story of the New 
River” is dedicated to 
long-time Giles County 
resident Jim Connell. 
Connell passed away 
earlier this year and is 
featured in the docu-
mentary as a descendant 
of Adam Harman, the 
local farmer who discov-
ered Mary Draper Ingles 
after her escape from In-
dian captivity in 1755. 
The Mary Draper Ingles 
story about her journey 
back to Virginia along 
the New River features 

prominently in the doc-
umentary.

Founded in 1967, 
Blue Ridge PBS is based 
in Roanoke and is the 
sole public multimedia 
enterprise serving four 
million individuals in 
portions of four states. 

The station’s coverage 
area includes Southern 
and Southwest Virginia 
and bordering counties 
in Tennessee, West Vir-
ginia, and North Caro-
lina.

Blue Ridge PBS 
broadcasts on five chan-

nels: WBRA-TV 15.1, 
Southwest Virginia Pub-
lic Television 15.2, PBS 
Kids 15.3, Create 15.4, 
ECHO 15.5 and three 
channels streaming on-
line via YouTube: Blue 
Ridge Streaming, Project 
Southwest, and ECHO.

Blue Ridge PBS documentary “Th e Story of the New River” playing this weekend

PBS documentary “The Story of the New River” chronicles the history of the New 
River and features a host of local people and locations.

the stadium held tick-
ets; you moved quickly 
to your seats above the 
portal to allow all fans to 
take their seats; and you 
followed direction from 
stadium staff  and public 
safety personnel.

Th e feedback we’ve 
received from the com-
munity has been excel-
lent. Th e steps we took 
together to ensure a safe 
and positive experience 
worked and, most im-
portant, you answered 
the call to represent the 
best of the Hokie Spirit.

For the game against 
Syracuse today, we still 
need your help to ensure 
a positive experience for 
Hokie fans. We will con-
tinue to follow the same 
protocols as last week:

Student attendance 
will be restricted to sea-

son ticket holders and a 
limited number of stu-
dent lottery winners.

Students are expected 
to follow all new guid-
ance for gate entry.

Students will be ex-
pected to move to seats 
above the portals imme-
diately to allow for all 
fans to take their seats 
safely and quickly.

Th e Virginia Tech 
Police Department will 
deploy law enforcement 
offi  cers and security per-
sonnel in Lane Stadium 
to support a positive and 
safe fan experience.

Students entering the 
game illegally or who 
violate line protocols will 
be referred to Student 
Conduct. Students who 
violate our Student Code 
of Conduct risk signifi -
cant consequences.  

In addition, violators 
of safety/security proto-
cols or criminal law will 
be subject to a ban from 
Virginia Tech athletic fa-
cilities by the police de-
partment.

Game day is such a spe-
cial time on the Blacks-
burg campus. Th ank you 
for living up to our Prin-
ciples of Community, for 
conducting yourselves in 
a way that allows all of us 
to continue sharing this 
full in-person experience 
with all of you, and for 
honoring what it means 
to be a Hokie.

Whit Babcock, Direc-
tor of Athletics

Frank Shushok Jr., 
Vice President for Stu-
dent Aff airs

Mac Babb, Chief of 
Police Virginia Tech Po-
lice Department

A message to students regarding a better game day

The Lane Stadium crowd during the Virginia Tech-Pittsburgh game on Oct. 16. Photo 
by Christina Franusich for Virginia Tech.

Dear Virginia Tech 
students,

We’d like to share our 
heartfelt thanks for your 

tremendous cooperation 
during the football game 
at Lane Stadium last Sat-
urday. Your response to 

the situation made a ma-
jor diff erence in areas that 
needed to be addressed: 
students who entered 

Consumers find comfort in ice cream, milk, butter, and yogurt during pandemic

To find comfort during the pandemic, consumers turned to dairy and their fridge for 
ice cream, butter, yogurt, and milk.

WA S H I N G TO N — 
When the going gets 
tough, familiar comforts 
beckon from the fridge, 
according to new U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture 
data showing an increase of 
per-capita dairy consump-
tion over the past year.

Despite major food 
service sector disruptions 
caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic, the USDA’s 
Economic Research Ser-
vice reports American de-
mand for dairy products 
including fl uid milk, ice 
cream, butter, and yogurt 
increased by three pounds 
per person. Th is was 655 
pounds total in 2020 com-
pared to 539 pounds in the 
previous year.

Th e increase of dairy in-
dulgence could be linked 
to more at-home dining, 
baking, and comfort-eat-
ing. Th e updated look at 
domestic dairy demand in-
dicates pandemic shoppers 
may have found comfort in 
butter and ice cream.

Th at’s good news for 
Virginia’s dairy farmers, 
said Virginia Farm Bureau 
Federation Dairy Advisory 
Committee chair Leigh 
Pemberton. Virginia’s dairy 
industry has suff ered fi nan-
cial stress for years with 
nearly one dairy closing ev-
ery week in 2019. But the 
new ERS data show Amer-
ican dairy consumption is 
on a growth trajectory.

Pemberton hopes it 
stays that way.

“When people stayed 
home and had to start eat-
ing cereal, they bought 
more milk,” he said. “We’ve 
seen fl uid milk consump-
tion go up in the last year 
overall, and it still is.”

He added that fami-
lies prepared more food at 
home when dining options 
changed, fueling demand 
for dairy products. Sales 
of baking-related products 
increased 24% in the U.S. 
last year as many consum-
ers turned to home-based 

activities, according to the 
Home Baking: U.S. Mar-
ket Trends and Opportu-
nities report released by 
Packaged Facts.

“It would be interesting 
if we continue this trend 
when the world hopefully 
comes back to what it was 
before 2020,” Pemberton 

said. “Are those buying 
habits ingrained enough 
that it will stick? You’ve 
got to look for the good 
in the bad, and I’m stay-
ing positive, hoping that 
dairy consumption will 
continue to increase going 
forward.”

Commodity experts 

agree the pandemic is hav-
ing a signifi cant impact on 
how consumers view and 
consume food.

“Many have learned or 
relearned how to prepare 
meals from scratch, and 
there has been a shift to 
comfort-type foods and 
dishes,” said Tony Banks, 

Virginia Farm Bureau se-
nior assistant director of 
agriculture, development, 
and innovation. “Milk 

and dairy products fi t this 
shift in home meal prep. 
We hope this is a trend 
that can continue.”
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CLUES ACROSS
  1.  1st, 2nd & 3rd in baseball
  6.  Sew up a hawk’s eyes
 10. N’Djamena is the capital
 14. Be a connector
 15. To accustom
 17. Cornflower
 19. Former CIA
 20. Bark sharply
 21. Actress Barkin
 22. Cathode-ray tube
 23. Shallowest Great Lake
 24. Surface of a plane figure
 26. Bird of prey
 29. A large number
 31. Chums
 32. Express pleasure
 34. Capital of Yemen
 35. Sanctify
 37. Hyperbolic cosecant
 38. Central Standard Time
 39. Seed of the legume 
family

 40. Drove in golf
 41. Without difficulty
 43. Without (French)
 45. Politicians (informal)
 46. Not happy
 47. Spiritual being
 49. Male child
 50. The cry made by sheep
 53. Handheld image 
enlarger
 57. Inventiveness
 58. Column style
 59. Impudence
 60. 33 1/3 records
 61. Berkeley’s sister city
 CLUES DOWN
   1. Lymph node plague 
swelling
  2. Freshwater duck genus
  3. Dog attacks
  4. Eilat Airport
  5. Visualize

  6. A young pig
  7. Wyatt __, OK Corral
  8. Point one point S of due E
  9. Those who give freely
 10. Small slice of meat, 
especially veal
 11. Dislike intensely
 12. Egyptian sun God
 13. Animal lair
 16. Dutch flowers
 18. A Greek harp
 22. O. Twist’s author’s initials
 23. Periods of time
 24. __ Claus
 25. Actress Lupino
 27. Green regions of desert
 28. Any competition
 29. Salem, MA, teachers 
college
 30. Container for display
 31. Ink writing implement
 33. Hogshead (abbr.)

 35. As much as one can eat
 36. Puts in a horizontal 
position
 37. Cotangent (abbr.)
 39. Vitamin H
 42. Book hinges
 43. Voiced musical sounds
 44. In the year of Our Lord
 46. Japanese entertain-
ment firm
 47. Comedian Carvey
 48. Bird reproductive 
bodies
 49. Rests on a chair
 50. River border
 51. Largest continent
 52. Plural of ascus
 53. Prefix for ill
 54. Small bark
 55. Geographic Information 
System
 56. Mauna __, Hawaiian 
volcano
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OPINION

Submit letters to the editor 
to editor@ourvalley.org

I am working on a proj-
ect for one of my daughters 
that basically involves writing 
a memoir. I am given a topic 
each week on which to write a 
short chapter.  Last week’s sub-
ject, which arrives each Mon-
day morning via email, was 
“What is a book you have read 
as an adult which had an im-
pact on your life?”

I chose “Th e Boys in the 
Boat,” a book I read about 
fi ve years ago about a group 
of young men who attended 
the University of Washington 
during the height of the Great 
Depression. Th ey were almost 
all from lower middle class 
families, at best, and struggled 
mightily to work their way 
through college and to create 
a decent future for themselves, 
a better one than their poor, 
uneducated parents had faced. 
Th ey came from tough, blue 
collar stock: farmers, loggers, 
fi shermen, and dock workers.

Th e common thread among 
the young men followed in the 
book was the crew team at UW. 
During this period in Ameri-
can history, rowing, or “crew” 
as it was sometimes called, held 
the national stage, along with 
horse racing and boxing and 
baseball.

I learned that it was one of 
the most highly followed sports 
in the country in the 1920’s 
and 1930’s. Races were of-
ten attended by over 100,000 
spectators lining the banks of 
the rivers and lakes where the 
competitions were held, and 
the most important competi-
tions were broadcast on nation-
al radio. Hard to imagine now 
when rowing is almost purely 
an afi cionado sport followed at 
best by close family and friends. 
A prep school activity.

Th e main protagonist of 
“Th e Boys in the Boat” was a 
young man named Joe Rantz, 
who came from such meager 
beginnings that his father and 
stepmother actually had to 
leave him behind when they 
moved from their home and 
took their large family to Se-
attle for work. Joe was 11 years 
old when this happened, and he 
lived in the woods and foraged 
for himself for several years.

Eventually, he was taken 
in by the family of a girl he 
knew from school and was 
able to fi nish high school and 
be admitted to the University 
of Washington. He never gave 
up on the goal of an education 
even after having been aban-
doned and made to feel worth-

less. 
Joe showed up on campus in 

Seattle, and, because of his tall, 
athletic build, he was recruited 
to the crew team. At this time, 
rowing was primarily an East 
Coast sport, dominated by elit-
ist Ivy League schools like Har-
vard and Princeton and Cor-
nell. But there was also a fi erce 
competition on the “Left Coast” 
between Washington and Cal 
Berkeley, exacerbated by the 
fact that the longtime Cal coach 
had left Berkeley for the job at 
Washington, considered an infe-
rior school and crew.

A major storyline of this 
book involved the 1936 Olym-
pics and the fact that rowing 
was one of the major competi-
tions at these games. For World 
War II historians, the 1936 
Olympics hold a special spot. 
Th ey were the games hosted by 
Adolf Hitler and his rising Nazi 
party, in hindsight a subterfuge 
to mask the hideous atrocities 
and world domination ambi-
tions of this evil nation. Th ese 
were the Berlin games, most 
famous because of the amaz-
ing performances of American 
black athletes like track stars 
Jesse Owens and Mack Rob-
inson (Jackie’s older brother). 
But the rowing competition 

also held the world’s attention.
Interestingly, the crew that 

represented the USA in the 
Olympics in this era was not an 
“all-star team” of rowers from 
the various squads around the 
country, but rather it was made 
up of the nine-man crew of the 
university that would win the 
NCAA championship before 
the games that year. Probably 
this was in recognition of the 
critical signifi cance of team-
work and camaraderie neces-
sary to win in this amazingly 
grueling sport. Perhaps travel 
costs were a factor as well.

In a couple of amazing up-
sets, the Huskies of the Uni-
versity of Washington beat the 
Golden Bears of Cal in the 
West Coast competition and 
then made the cross-country 
trip to win the national cham-
pionship against the Ivy Leagu-
ers on the Hudson in New 
York. Th us, the poor kids from 
Washington state became the 
US Olympic crew team for the 
1936 Berlin Olympics. 

Th e Husky/USA team 
then went on to win the gold 
medal in a fi erce competition 
with the Germans and Italy. 
Th is loss was considered to be 
one of Hitler’s major failures 
at these games, where he had 
hoped to showcase his “master 
race” and exploit the weakness 
of America. Just a few years 
later, the competitors from 

these two crews were in battle 
against each other on the fi elds 
of France and Belgium and 
Germany and in the air above 
those fi elds and on the Atlan-
tic.

Th ese young boys, who en-
dured so much just for the 
chance to have a chance, made 
successful lives for themselves, 
epitomizing the Greatest Gen-
eration. For the most part, they 
became successful business-
men, professionals, civic lead-
ers, husbands, and fathers. Th e 
book about them reminded 
me of my father and the many 
men in my hometown who 
grew up under similarly dire 
circumstances, went to war, 
and then made purposeful lives 
for themselves and their fami-
lies and their communities. 
Th e “boys to men” chronicled 
in this great book made me 
grateful for the opportunities I 
have had and also saddened me 
because of how little apprecia-
tion there seems to be now for 
their accomplishments and the 
values they embodied.

Evans “Buddy” King is a 
proud native of Christiansburg, 
CHS Class of 1971. He resides 
in Clarksburg, W.Va., where he 
has practiced law with the fi rm 
of Steptoe & Johnson, PLLC, 
since 1980. He can be reached 
at evans.king@steptoe-johnson.
com.

Buddy King: Boys to men

COVID-19 update: Cases in New 
River District continue to decline

patients with COVID and 
one person under investiga-
tion. Th is is fewer cases than 
last week, so the downward 
trend is starting to be seen in 
hospitalizations as well. Our 
hospitals are still very busy, 
but they remain at normal 
operations.”

Dr. Bissell expressed 
hope that the Delta variant 
has seen its last large surge 
because, she said, it “is so 
highly transmissable. It has 
hit our unvaccinated popu-
lation with very high case 
numbers. Epidemiological 
analysis and serology studies 
show that for each reported 
case there are likely three to 
four additional ones. Com-
munity immunity and 
vaccinations together have 
greatly increased the number 
of people who have antibod-
ies to COVID. We do not 
expect that COVID will go 
away, but that we will likely 
see smaller waves that ebb 
and fl ow, not unlike fl u and 
other respiratory illnesses.”

Dr. Bissell reported that 
the FDA vaccines and re-
lated biological products 
advisory committee recom-
mended last week booster 
shots for the Moderna and 
Johnson & Johnson vac-
cines. “Th is week,” she said, 
“the FDA is expected to 
fully authorize them, and 
the CDC Advisory Com-
mittee on Immunization 
Practices will meet to discuss 
their recommendations. We 
do expect the booster shots 
to be authorized in the next 
week or so, and those who 
got Moderna will be eligible 
for a half-dose booster at 
least six months after their 
second shot. People who got 
a Johnson & Johnson shot 
will be eligible two months 
after their shot.

“Th e FDA’s vaccines 

products advisory com-
mittee has also scheduled 
a meeting on Oct. 26 to 
discuss authorization of the 
Pfi zer vaccine for children 
ages 5-11,” Dr. Bissell re-
ported.

“Once these are autho-
rized, we and our pharmacy/
pediatrician partners are 
prepared to off er vaccines to 
the younger school children. 
Th e FDA may address mix-
ing vaccines at this meeting 
as well.

“With the new cases go-
ing down, we are seeing less 
demand for testing. Th is 
should help resolve the dif-
fi culty in fi nding rapid 
tests. Testing is still available 
daily Monday through Fri-
day at health departments 
throughout the district with 
just over a 24 hour-turn-
around.

“As more people look 
for electronic proof of vac-
cination, the Virginia De-
partment of Health has 
instituted a QR code access 
to COVID vaccination re-
cords,” Dr. Bissell said.  “For 
this to work there must 
be a phone number con-
nected to the record, which 
may require calling the state 
Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m. until 6 p.m. at 
877-829-4682 (877-VAX-
IN-VA).

“Employers are required 
by Virginia’s Department 
of Labor and Industry to 
have a COVID response 
plan, which includes know-
ing which employees are 
vaccinated and which have 
had COVID, in addition 
to requiring all employees to 
mask indoors during times 
of high or substantial com-
munity transmission.

“Some employers are 
requiring testing as part of 
their back-to-work policies 

after having COVID. Any-
one with any symptoms of 
respiratory illness should get 
a COVID test.”

Th e health district direc-
tor reported that in a na-
tional 2021 National Health 
Security Preparedness Index, 
compiled by the Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation, 
the University of Colorado 
School of Public Health, 
and the University of Ken-
tucky Center for Business 
and Economic Research, 
Virginia tied for fi rst place 
for state readiness to respond 
to public health threats dur-
ing the pandemic. “We tied 
with Maryland, Massachu-
setts and Nebraska,” she 
said.

“In Virginia, public 
health is funded by the state 
with a match from the lo-
calities. Once again, I’d like 
to thank the communities 
in the New River Valley for 
their unique level of cooper-
ation in funding and work-
ing with our public health 
team.

“Families are starting to 
plan for the holidays,” Dr. 
Bissell said. “Th is year, please 
plan for safe gatherings. We 
don’t want to cause another 
uptick in cases. Halloween 
parties outdoors are ideal, 
but be careful of carpool-
ing. For the winter holidays, 
please plan to be careful, stay 
outdoors as much as possible 
and remember to wash your 
hands. If you are visiting vul-
nerable family and friends, 
be extra careful. Our behav-
ior should be informed by a 
risk assessment of the activi-
ties we are considering.

“Lastly,” she said, “please 
make sure to get a fl u shot. 
We are already seeing fl u. 
People getting COVID 
boosters can get their fl u 
vaccine at the same time.”

Financial focus: Build your 
‘cash’ account before retiring

If you’re going to retire in the next few 
years, you’ll want to start thinking about 
making some changes to your investment 
portfolio. And one area you may want to 
look at is whatever type of cash account 
you might have because, when you’re re-
tired, the amount of cash you have read-
ily available may be even more important 
than when you were working.

Your cash management account could 
pay a slightly higher rate than a typical sav-
ings account as well as serving as a hold-
ing place for funds that may eventually be 
transferred to other investments. Further-
more, it can provide you with these ben-
efi ts:

You can pay for emergency expenses. 
You might be retired, but life goes on, and 

life is full of unexpected expenses such as 
a new furnace or a costly auto repair. It’s a 
good idea for retirees to keep at least three 
months of living expenses in a separate cash 
account, which can help pay for emergen-
cies without forcing them to dip into their 
longer-term investments.

You can save for a short-term goal. You 
may have several short-term goals, such as 
a long vacation or a kitchen remodeling 
project. If you are trying to reach this type 
of goal within a year or two, you may want 
to start moving funds into your cash man-
agement account. For goals with longer 
time frames, you may want to consider us-
ing other types of investments appropriate 

At her weekly press update 
Tuesday, Dr. Noelle Bissell, 
director of the New River 
Public Health District, told 
the assembled media that 
COVID-19 cases continue 
to decline not only in the dis-
trict but across the state and 
the nation.

But, she said, the district 
is still at high community 
transition as defi ned by the 
CDC. Th is means, she said, 
that according to regulations 
from the Virginia Depart-
ment of Labor and Industry, 
all employees throughout the 
region are required to wear 
masks indoors, whether or 
not they are vaccinated.

Cases among school-aged 
children are also going down, 
Dr. Bissell told the media. 
“Th is makes sense,” she said, 
“because transmission in the 
schools has been minimal. 
[More than] 70 percent of all 
transmission has been in the 
household, so as adults don’t 
get COVID, they don’t share 
it with younger children. Th e 
schools are doing very well. 

“Th is morning,” the 
health director said, “hos-
pitals in the New River 
Health District reported 37 

See Financial Focus, page 8
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Property features a 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath ranch home with 1,730 sq. ft. of space 
on 2.03 +/- acres. The home is equipped with a heat pump, hardwood fl ooring, 
a shingle roof, brick exterior, private well and septic. The home was built in 1952 
and has a full basement, detached garage, storage building, garden space, wood 
shed and much more! Kick back and relax on the patio space out back and enjoy 
the peaceful sounds of the countryside.
 
This property would be a wonderful family home with a few updates  or great 
for an investment property! Purchase this sweet homestead to live your dream 
life, away from the hustle and bustle of the city. Property is just a short 15 minute 
drive to the Town of Floyd VA and within 45 minutes of Roanoke VA.
 

Preview Date – Thursday October 21st @ 4 PM
 
Terms – 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to fi nal high bid to arrive at contract 
price. Earnest Money Deposit of $2,500 required day of sale. Close in 45 days. Sub-
ject to seller confi rmation.  Property sold as is, where is with any and all faults. Buy-
er is expected to complete their own due diligence. Auction starts ending at 4 PM 
on October 28th 2021. Download Bidder Information Pack at VaAuctionPro.com

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
Ends Thursday October 28th at 4 PM

Sweet Country Home for Sale in Floyd VA! 
197 Silverleaf Lane, Floyd VA 24091

Bid Now at VaAuctionPro.com

102 S. Locust Street, 
Floyd, VA  24091
(540) 745-2005

VaAuctionPro.com
Lic# 2907004059

Contact – Broker & Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at 
540-239-2585 or email gallimore.matt@gmail.com

At the 26th annual 
Celebration of Faculty 
and Staff picnic, the Col-
lege of Agriculture and 
Life Sciences recognized 
numerous faculty and 
staff for their contribu-
tions and dedication to 
the college.

The Andy Swiger 
Land Grant Award rec-
ognizes faculty members 
whose accomplishments 
help to fulfill the land 
grant mission of address-
ing state and national 
needs through teaching, 
research, or Virginia Co-
operative Extension.

This year, the award 
recipient is Richard 
Helm, an associate pro-
fessor in the Department 
of Biochemistry for es-
tablishing the Virginia 
Tech-Mass Spectrometry 
Incubator in 2007 and 
his continued work as 
its director. Additionally, 
Helm worked to trans-
form the Steger Hall fa-
cilities into the first CO-
VID-19 testing site at 
Virginia Tech.

The operation of this 
facility serves as a criti-
cally important resource 
not only for the faculty 
in the College of Agri-
cultural and Life Sci-
ences but also for the 
whole university. Helm 

single-handedly started 
the efforts to acquire 
the instrumentation and 
physically established the 
infrastructure and per-
sonnel that became VT-
MSI.

Karen Barnhart, a 
human resources coor-
dinator in the College 
of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences, was named the 
2021 College of Agricul-
ture and Life Sciences 
Employee of the Year.

Her nominators 
praised her excellent cus-
tomer service and how 
she approaches her job 
with professionalism and 
positivity each and every 
day. They also said that 
she embodies Ut Prosim 
(That I May Serve) in 
her service to her unit, 
the departments, and the 
college.

Each year, the Col-
lege of Agriculture and 
Life Sciences celebrates 
and recognizes the ac-
complishments of its stu-
dents and faculty in the 
core area of diversity and 
inclusion.

The Diversity and In-
clusion Service Award 
was established in 2006 
as the Diversity En-
hancement Award, and 
in 2013, separate catego-
ries for faculty, staff, and 

students were created.
The three faculty and 

staff winners of the Col-
lege of Agriculture and 
Life Sciences Diversity 
and Inclusion Service 
Award were Chloé La-
hondère, an assistant 
professor in the Depart-
ment of Biochemistry; 
Sarah Misyak, a research 
assistant professor in the 
Department of Human 
Nutrition, Foods, and 
Exercise; and Tiffany 
Drape, an assistant pro-
fessor in the Department 
of Agricultural, Leader-
ship, and Community 
Education.

For the third year, 
the college’s Faculty As-
sociation presented the 
Ut Prosim Excellence in 
Service Award to a fac-
ulty member who dem-
onstrated excellence in 
service to their unit, the 
college, and Virginia 
Tech. This year’s honor 
was bestowed upon Eric 
Kaufman in the Depart-
ment of Agricultural, 
Leadership, and Com-
munity Education.

The college presents 
two annual awards for 
Research Excellence to 
faculty members who 
have reached a level of 
research achievement 
judged to be the most 

significant within their 
discipline. One award 
recognizes excellence 
in conducting basic re-
search and the other re-
wards excellence in ap-
plied research.

Mark Hanigan, the 
David R. and Margaret 
Lincicome Professor of 
Agriculture in the De-
partment of Dairy Sci-
ence, received the Excel-

lence in Basic Research 
Award for his work on 
how animal nutrition 
scientists view amino 
acid requirements. Ini-
tial estimates indicate 
full adoption of the 
group’s system could re-
sult in $600 million of 
annual economic gain 
for the industry and a 15 
percent reduction in ni-
trogen excretion.

Jeffery Alwang, a pro-
fessor in the Department 
of Agriculture and Ap-
plied Economics, re-
ceived the Excellence in 
Applied Research Award 
for his work on under-
standing how policies 
and agricultural tech-
nologies affect the well-
being of the rural poor, 
including those in devel-
oping countries.

VT College of Agriculture and Life Sciences announces 2021 award winners

Tiffany Drape, Rich Helm, Karen Barnhart, Chloé Lahondère, Mark Hanigan, Eric 
Kaufman, and others received awards at the 26th annual College of Agriculture and 
Life Sciences Celebration of Faculty and Staff picnic.

lanta Hokies. “It is fami-
ly-friendly too, so a cou-
ple people brought their 
young kids last year. We 
are doing something 
good for our health with 
exercise and fresh air, 
while also sharing in the 
beauty of our area that 
reminds us a little bit of 
our time in Southwest 
Virginia.”

This year’s event 
kicked off Oct. 16 at 
Homecoming Weekend 
and will include new 
ways for Hokies to enjoy 
time outside while show-
ing their Hokie spirit.

The 2021 event in-
cludes official in-person 
meetups with alumni 
chapters like the Atlanta 
Hokies. There is also a 
children’s registration 
option. The College of 
Natural Resources and 

Environment will host 
several hikes close to Vir-
ginia Tech. Venture Out 
and the Virginia Tech 
Running Club are also 
hosting trail runs.

Participating in the 
hike is easy. Hikers may 
register online and then 
hike anywhere until Nov. 
20. They may share their 
journey on the Hokie 
Hike leaderboard and on 
social media with #Hok-
ieHike.

Participants will re-
ceive a box of all-new 
Hokie hiking swag, in-
cluding a shirt and cool-
ing towel, and a portion 
of each registration fee is 
a gift to support outdoor 
recreation for current 
students.

“Rec Sports works to 
enhance the quality of 
life for the university 

community by encour-
aging participation in 
activities that promote 
healthy lifestyles and 
social interactions,” said 
Alison Cross, director 
of Recreational Sports. 
“The Hokie Hike not 
only helps raise funds for 
our programming, it em-
bodies the spirit of what 
we do.”

This year Elkins is 
looking forward to ex-
ploring new parts of 
Georgia.

“I have not done any 
hiking around here, so 
it’s nice to drive a little 
bit outside the city and 
see the beauty of the 
state. And doing it with 
Hokies is great motiva-
tion.” she said.

Written by Julie 
Flanagan

Th e Hokie Hike is back for its second year

The Atlanta Hokies on the trail during the inaugural 2020 hike.

Fall is here and the 
Hokie Hike is back.

Thousands of Hokies 
hit the trail for the in-

augural event last year, 
completing hikes all over 
the world.

“It was a way to con-

nect with each other in 
a different way than our 
usual social events,” said 
Allison Elkins of the At-

From camera traps to tank tracks: Hokies manage conservation work on military base

PHOTO BY VERL EMRICK
Student Jessica Fitzpatrick and project associate Ingrid Mans collect data on the 
density of Michaux’s sumac at Fort Pickett. 

A team of research sci-
entists from the Conser-
vation Management Insti-
tute (CMI) housed in VT’s 
College of Natural Re-
sources and Environment 
is conducting multiple 
conservation projects on a 
unique landscape in Vir-
ginia’s Piedmont region: an 
active military base.

At the Fort Pickett 
Army National Guard 
Maneuver Training Center 
in Blackstone, Va., recent 
projects include a bird 
survey conducted across a 
range of habitats, stream 
research focusing on rare 
freshwater mussels and 
threatened Roanoke log-
perch, studies of bat and 
squirrel populations, and 
a comprehensive eff ort to 
conserve an endangered 
species of sumac.

Th ough it seems coun-
terintuitive, military in-
stallations are among the 
most well-managed land-
scapes in the United States, 
having a higher density of 

endangered or threatened 
plant and animal species 
than national parks and 
forests.

Located about 60 miles 
southwest of Richmond, 
Fort Pickett traces its 
history as a military in-
stallation to World War 
II. Now operated by the 
Virginia Army National 
Guard, the center has fa-
cilities to provide training 
for both military and non-
military personnel. Th e 
post is used by active and 
reserve component mili-
tary units from all servic-
es, as well as organizations 
like the various federal 
law enforcement agencies, 
the Virginia State Police, 
and even Canadian forces. 
Th ese personnel conduct 
small arms live-fi re, com-
bat skills practice and ma-
neuver tactics, and even 
heavy-weapons training 
involving tanks and other 
armored fi ghting vehicles 
on the landscape.

At the same time, the 

installation is a resource 
for Virginia residents, who 
can access the numerous 
ponds, lakes, and forests 
that make up a signifi cant 
portion of the property’s 
40,000-plus acres.

“We are something of 
an open post,” said Lt. 
Col. James Shaver Jr., chief 
of plans, training, and se-
curity at Fort Pickett. “We 
have an active recreation 
program, so Virginia citi-
zens and others can come 
on post and get permission 
to hunt, fi sh, kayak, and 
cut fi rewood.”

“A military base like Fort 
Pickett has all the same 
uses as a national forest, 
with the added challenge 
of having to be a training 
site for the military,” said 
Verl Emrick, a research sci-
entist who has been con-
ducting conservation work 
at the site for more than 
two decades. “What we 
provide facilities like Fort 
Pickett is the most up-to-
date information about 

how to best maintain their 
landscape so that they can 
make informed manage-
ment decisions.”

“Th is area is an impor-
tant wildlife habitat,” said 

Kenneth Oristaglio, Fort 
Pickett’s natural resources 
manager. “We’re currently 
completing a survey of 
animal species, and we’re 
seeing camera captures of 

black bear cubs, turkey, 
deer, and bobcats. We 
have four eagle nests that 
we know of and probably 
more that we haven’t docu-
mented.”
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ANGLICAN CATHOLIC
St. Peter the Apostle Anglican Church, 230 
W. First St., Christiansburg, VA.  Fr Peter 
Geromel OHI Th.M., Vicar,   Fr. Alex Darby, 
“Associate”, 540-382-0432/540-270-9166. 
Sundays: 8:00 am & 10:00 am Holy Eucharist 
followed by Christian Education and refresh-
ments. Holy Communion most Thursdays at 
12Noon, other Holy Days as announced. Tradi-
tional services use the 1928 Book of Common 
Prayer and 1940 Hymnal. Handicapped acces-
sible. All are welcome. Come worship with us! 
Website: www.stpetersacc.org. Follow us on 
Facebook
St. Philip’s Anglican Church, 306 Progress 
Street, NE, Blacksburg, Virginia 24060, (540) 
552-1771, www.stphilipsblacksburg.org. Rev-
erend Fr. Wade Miller, Priest. Eucharist Sun-
days at 11am and Wednesday’s at 12pm.
St. Thomas Anglican Church - located at 4910 
Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Li-
turgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  
Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.sttofc.org for 
midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E 
on Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910).

BAPTIST
First Baptist Church on 3rd Ave., 215 Third 
Ave. at the corner with Downey St. We are 
committed to personal spiritual growth and 
to providing leadership in community minis-
try. We celebrate the dignity and worth of all 
persons, created in the image of God. Sunday 
Bible Study Groups - 9:45, Sunday Worship - 
11:00. Website: www.fbcradford.org, 540-639-
4419. Worship is broadcast live on JOY radio, 
93.1 FM and 890 AM.
Trinity Community Church, 1505 N. Franklin 
Street, C’burg. John Altizer, Lead Pastor, Brian 
Cockram, Associate Pastor, 382-8121. Worship 
at 10:45 a.m., Outreach Ministries - 6:00p.m. 
Wednesday, Growth Groups - 5:00p.m. Sun-
day, Youth and Children’s Ministry - 5:00p.m. 
Sunday, www.trinitycburg.org

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Blacksburg Church of Christ, 315 Eakin 
St., 552-1331. Sun. Bible Classes 9:30 a.m., 
Sun. Worship 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m., Wed. Bible 
classes, 7 p.m., Outreach Minister Curt Seright, 
Community Minister Tom Gilliam, Dean 
Meadows, Campus Minister.
Faith Christian Church of Christ, 305 3rd 
Street, Christiansburg, David Rhudy, Minis-
ter, 382-4628, Sunday School 10 am; Worship 
11 am; Evening Worship 6:30 pm; Wednesday 
night Bible Study for Women and Men 6:30 
pm. We welcome you to any and all of our ser-
vices.

CHURCH OF GOD
New Hope Church of God, 1404 Mud Pike 
Rd., C’Burg. Rev. T. Michael Bond, pastor, 
731-3178. Sun. School 10 a.m., Worship 10:50 
a.m., 6 p.m. Thurs., 7:00 p.m.
West Radford Church of God, 1824 West 
Main Street, Radford, VA 24141, Sunday 
School– 10:00A.M. Morning Worship– 
11:00A.M., Children’s Church 11:00A.M. 
Sunday Evening – 6:00P.M., Wednesday Night 
– 7:00P.M., Pastor Danny Newman, Church 
Of  ce – 540-639-6562 or 804- 921-0828.

CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
Christiansburg Church of the Brethren, 310 
South Franklin Street. Pastor: Paul J. Stover Jr. 
540-797-5015. Sunday School 10 a.m.; Morn-
ing Worship 11 a.m.; Bible Study 10:30 a.m. 
Tuesdays. Website: www.christiansburgcob.
org. A loving family, fueled by the Holy Spirit, 
grounded in God’s Word, and delivering Jesus 
forgiveness and love to all people.  Come as 
you are... you are welcomed!

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, the Path of Spiritual Freedom, 
is located at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 
24016.  However, due to COVID-19, the Light 
& Sound Services and other ECK programs are 
currently available online through Zoom.  Visit 
www.eck-va.org for program listings, www.

meetup.com/Roanoke-Spiritual-
Experiences-Group, or call 540-
353-5365 and leave a message.  
We will return your call.  Also visit 
www.eckankar.org for more infor-
mation about how the teachings of 
Eckankar lead you to spiritual free-
dom.

EPISCOPAL
Grace Episcopal Church, 210 
4th Street, Radford, 639-3494.  A 
friendly, mission-oriented spiritual 
community sharing the Word of 
God.  ALL ARE WELCOME. In 
person and live-streamed services 
10:30AM Sundays.  Holy Eucha-
rist twice a month.  Morning Prayer 
twice a month. Fellowship and re-
freshments follow services.  Find 
us on Facebook: Grace Episcopal 
Church and www.graceradford.
org.

LUTHERAN
Luther Memorial Lutheran 
Church ELCA, 600 Prices Fork 
Rd, Blacksburg. Weekly Online 
Worship at www.lmlc.org. We are a 
Reconciling in Christ congregation 
that welcomes and af  rms all peo-
ple just as they are. For information 
on Bible studies and Wednesday 
Vespers, email luthermemorial-
blacksburg@gmail.com, or contact 
the church of  ce, (540) 951-1000. 
Rev. Monica Weber, pastor.

MULTI-CULTURAL
NON-DENOMINATIONAL

Christian Growth Center, 1850 

Electic Way, Christiansburg, VA 
24073 (beside Hubbell Lighting). 
Sunday Worship: 9:30am Prayer, 
10:00am Service *Nursery Avail-
able. Lead Pastor: Todd Hallinan. 
Founding Pastor: Rob Sowell. Mis-
sion: Sow, Grow, & Go Sow Faith! 
Grow in Righteousness! Go into all 
the world in the authority of the be-
liever! 540-382-2908.

PENTECOSTAL HOLINESS
Merrimac Pentecostal Holiness 
Church, Rev. Richard Hall (540) 
552-7194. pastorhall29@gmail.
com. Sunday School at 10 a.m. and 
morning worship is 11 a.m. Eve-
ning service at 6 p.m. and Wednes-
day at 7 p.m.
Compassion Church, 1820 Sec-
ond Street, Radford, 639-6287, 
Our music is passionate, our wor-
ship is real, and Pastor Chandler 
Jones brings relevant messages 
for everyone at any place on their 
journey, Sunday Worship Expe-
rience at 9:30 AM & 11:00 AM, 
Wednesday Family Night at 7 PM, 
Children Ministry provided for all 
services. Our vision is to see all 
Saved. Freed. Restored. Ful  lled. 
Find us on facebook and Insta-
gram
Walton Pentecostal Holiness 
Church, 4003 Morning Glory 
Rd., off Walton Rd. on Rt. 114. 
731-1755. Lee Sarver, pastor. Sun. 
School 9:30 a.m., Worship 10:30 
a.m. & 6: p.m., Wed., 7 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST
Asbury United Methodist 
Church, 500 Stuart Street, Chris-
tiansburg. 540-382-0743. Rev. Dr. 
Patricia Jones. Sunday School, 
9:45 a.m., Sunday Worship, 11:00 
a.m. All are welcome.
Central United Methodist 
Church, 803 Wadsworth Street, 
Radford. 639-3529. 8:30 a.m. 
Sunday Services: 8:30am (inter-
preter provided); 9:45am Sunday 
School (interpreter provided); 
and 11:00a.m. Wednesday Bible 
Study: 6:30p.m. Child care is 
provided. www.centralmethodist-
church.com.
St. Paul United Method-
ist Church, 220 W. Main St., 
C’Burg. Rev. Mike Der  inger 
(540) 382-2410. Sunday Wor-
ship 10 a.m., Sunday School 9 
a.m. Live streaming Sunday Ser-
vice - www.twitch.tv/stpaulumc
Wesley Memorial United Meth-
odist Church, 350 Stafford Drive, 
Christiansburg, VA 24073, Sunday 
School 10am, Sunday Worship 
Service 11am.

WESLEYAN
Christ Wesleyan Church, 525 
Harkrader Street, Christiansburg.
Public Worship service at 11:00 
AM. Sunday School for adults - 
10:00 AM.  Pastor: Gale Janofski  
574-306-7682. Website: christwes-
leyanchurch.org

Montgomery County
Worship Directory

If your church is not listed and if you are interested, 
call Randy Thompson at 540-389-9355
or email at advertise@ourvalley.org

CARRY ON
Read Philippians 1:1–30

In a week’s time, news headlines revealed: One evangelical leader 
was hospitalized with a serious illness, a pastor of a huge congrega-
tion was embroiled in scandal, and a Christian leader in Pakistan 
was murdered because of his faith. When Christian leaders step out 
of the picture, how are those who follow them to respond? Paul 
gives us the answer. 
Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the 
gospel of Christ
(Philippians 1:27).
Paul wrote this while imprisoned and facing potential death. He 
didn’t want his situation to bring fear to the believers in Philippi, or 
to make them lose their step in following Christ.
So how are we to respond when leaders are out of commission and 
maybe our hearts are in pain? We are to continue. We’re to hold on 
to our faith. We’re not to fear the future without that leader, or be 
afraid of being the next victim of persecution.
Instead, we’re to look to the Leader who has never failed us. He’s 
the one who will always be available to give advice, hope, courage, 
and direction.
Thought for Today: While we can be thankful for the ones who lead 
us on earth, our main leader is Christ.
Quicklook: Philippians 1:19–28

Rolling green pastures dotted 
with grazing cows are a com-
mon sight in Virginia. However, 
there’s more strategy behind 
those grazing cows than most 
people know, such as the impact 
on the land, water quality, and 
farm profi tability.

In 2015 a small team of Vir-
ginia Cooperative Extension 
agents, farmers, and representa-
tives from state and federal con-
servation agencies from North-
ern Piedmont and Northern 
Shenandoah Valley created the 
Graze 300 VA Initiative “to en-
able Virginia farmers to achieve 
300 days of livestock grazing 
per year by facilitating better 
pasture management and envi-
ronmental stewardship.” Since 
then, Graze 300 VA has grown 
to 30 Extension agents and spe-
cialists working together with 
farmers across Virginia.

Th is year, the Graze 300 
VA movement is beefi ng up its 
mission thanks to a grant from 

the Virginia Tech College of 
Agriculture and Life Sciences 
and the Virginia Agricultural 
Experiment Station. Out of 71 
proposals submitted, 32 proj-
ects were funded. Graze 300 VA 
was the only one led by Exten-
sion agents.

Virginia Cooperative Exten-
sion agents Carl Staff ord, Bob-
by Clark, and John Benner, and 
Inga Haugen are leading the 
program’s eff orts.

Th e grant will help build on 
existing Graze 300 VA successes, 
research social factors that infl u-
ence farmer change, provide 
in-depth grazing management 
training, develop better educa-
tional resources for Virginia’s 
farmers, and broaden the use of 
technology, including design-
ing a grazing app to advance the 
Graze 300 VA initiative.

Most farmers graze about 
220 days per year, from spring 
until fall, and supplement with 
hay during the four-month 

cold season. Winter feeding 
can account for more than 50 
percent of production costs 
due to the cost of making hay. 
Infl ation and spikes in the cost 
of farm equipment, fuel, and 
fertilizer make traditional graz-
ing less profi table than in years 
past. Currently, only a handful 
of farmers in Virginia regularly 
reach a 300-day grazing season.

According to the team’s back-
ground work, if 20 percent of 
Virginia farmers adopt better 
grazing management practices 
and extend their grazing season 
closer to 300 days per year, Vir-
ginia farms could increase prof-
itability by more than $6 mil-
lion per year.

“We have collected several 
case studies of farmers who have 
successfully extended their graz-
ing season and have become 
more profi table,” Benner said. 
“We continue to share these ex-
periences with other farmers.”

“Farm profi tability helps 

to ensure that Virginia’s rural 
communities are resilient and 
vibrant,” Clark said. “Over the 
long term, farm profi tability is a 
repetitive cycle. We teach farm-
ers more profi table technolo-
gies, and as farmers adopt these 
technologies, it becomes the 
new normal. Th e net benefi t of 
this cycle ensures citizens have a 
safe, aff ordable, and consistent 
supply of food.”

Extending the grazing sea-
son also has environmental and 
production benefi ts. In well-
managed pastures, the sod is 
thicker. Th is reduces runoff , 
soil erosion, and nutrient loss-
es. Th erefore, farmers use less 
fertilizer. Additionally, because 
thicker sod captures more water 
in sudden rainfall events, the 
pastures are more productive 
during dry summers when occa-
sional storms are the only source 
of moisture.

Th e team is also partnering 
with farmers, agribusinesses, 

and several agencies to im-
prove water quality. According 
to Clark, extending the grazing 
season will improve water infi l-
tration, nutrient use effi  ciency, 
and soil organic matter while 
encouraging fewer barren areas 
in fi elds. A longer grazing sea-
son also reduces the amount of 
sediment, nitrogen, and phos-
phorus that ends up in surface 
waters that could eventually run 
into streams and rivers.

“It’s economics and environ-
ment and doing what is best for 
the landscape,” said Haugen, 
who was a grazing dairy farmer 
before she was a librarian. “A 
type of farming that works on 
fl atlands, like vegetable or crop 
farming, might be a poor choice 
in the mountains. Th is program 
works with what folk are doing 
and helps them to be better in 
many areas. It benefi ts them and 
our communities that share the 
water, air, and soil, and then also 
our downstream neighbors.”

Grant beefs up grazing initiative that 
benefits Virginia farmers, environment
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS

OBITUARIES
Brown, Peggy Hamblin

Peggy Hamblin Brown, 
78, of Blacksburg, passed 
to a better home, Wednes-
day, Oct. 13, 2021. She 
was born in Radford on 
Sept. 15, 1943, to the late 
Albert C. and Carrie Lind-
sey Hamblin.

She grew up in Bel-
spring and was a member 
of the Methodist church. 
After she married Robert 
O’Neil (Bob) Brown, she 
joined St. Michael Luther-
an Church.

Peggy retired from Virginia Tech af-
ter more than 40 years of service in vet-
erinary science. She was very active in the 
Potpourri Club, Red Hats, many knitting 
groups, and she loved Moss Art. She loved 
traveling, helping with various charities, 
cooking, but most of all, spending time 

with her family, grandchil-
dren, and close friends.

She is survived by her 
husband of 54 years, Rob-
ert O’Neil Brown; daugh-
ters and sons-in-law, Me-
lissa (Missy) and Bernie 
Piszczor, Tamara (Tammy) 
and Doug Veit; and grand-
children, Delanie Veit, So-
phia Veit, and Sarah Piszc-
zor.

A funeral service was 
held on Tuesday, Oct. 19, 

2021, at 2 p.m. at St. Michael Lutheran 
Church with the Rev. Paul Henrickson 
and Scott Obenchain offi  ciating. Inter-
ment followed at Roselawn Memorial 
Gardens in Christiansburg. Th e family 
received friends from 5 to 7 p.m. on 
Monday, Oct. 18, 2021, at McCoy Fu-
neral Home, Blacksburg.

McCoy, Delma Cleo
Cleo went to her eternal 

home Monday, Oct. 11, 
2021. While she leaves a 
tremendous void, we re-
joice with her as she sees 
Jesus face to face on those 
streets of gold. No more 
sickness, no more madness, 
no more pain.

Cleo was born Mar. 
29, 1927, to James F. and 
Minnie H. Th ornton and 
was the second oldest of 
seven children. She lived 
throughout the New River Valley attend-
ing elementary and high school wherever 
her dad found construction work. In 
1944 in the midst of World War II, she 
married the love of her life, Private Jessie 
Lee McCoy.  

Cleo worked for 20 years at Imperial 
Reading as a seamstress in Christiansburg 
and 10 years at Virginia Tech in the Tai-
lor Shop. Her focus was fi rst her Lord, 
then family, and next her church family 
at Community Christian Church in Mc-
Coy. She served on the Missions Com-
mittee there for many years sometimes 
housing missionary guests of the church. 
She was always ready to prepare a dish to 
share with church visitors or a fellowship 
meal.  She was a member of the widows 
group at the church.  Cleo fi rmly believed 
God should be the fi rst priority in a per-
son’s life so she served in other areas as 
needed when her health allowed.

Cleo was preceded in death by her par-
ents, James F. and Minnie Th ornton; her 
husband of 63 years, Jessie Lee McCoy, 
her infant son Steven Lynn McCoy; her 
brother Oden Th ornton and wife Louise; 
her brother Garnett Th ornton and wife 
Margaret; her brother Johnny Th ornton; 

her sister Diane Sheppard; 
sister-in-law Reba Porter-
fi eld; brother-in-law Don-
ald McCoy and wife Oeda; 
brother-in-law Doug Mc-
Coy and wife Polly; broth-
er-in-law Arnold and wife 
Josephine; brother-in-law 
Aubrey and wife Lourine; 
brothers-in-law Ellwood 
White and R.C.Miller.

Survivors include her 
children Garry Lee Mc-
Coy (Cheryl); Judy Mc-

Coy Keister (Mike); and grandchildren:  
Ryan Keister; Julie M. Pittenturf (Chris); 
Brock Keister (Michelle); and Lauren K. 
Surface (J. T.).

She is also survived by her loving and 
supportive siblings and spouses Carmell 
Miller, sister; Curtiss Th ornton, brother 
(Barbara); Dana White, sister-in-law; and 
brother-in-law Frank Sheppard.  In addi-
tion, she is survived by numerous nieces 
and nephews.

In recent years, Cleo’s great-grandchil-
dren brought her much joy!  Even when 
she was in pain, these folks could bring a 
smile.  Th ey include Joshua, Caleb, and 
Ellia Pittenturf; Kyle and Mabry Keister; 
and Corbin and Aiden Surface.

We were blessed with 94 and-a-half 
years with Cleo. She was thankful to all 
of you for loving her so well.

Funeral services were conducted 
Wednesday, Oct. 20, 2021, at 11 a.m. in 
the Community Christian Church, Mc-
Coy, with Mr. Chris Brandow offi  ciating. 
Interment followed in the Albert-Scott 
Family Cemetery. Th e family received 
friends from 10 to 11 a.m. prior to the 
service at the church. Arrangements by 
McCoy Funeral Home, Blacksburg.

Long, Mary Louise
Mary Louise Long, 

87, of Blacksburg, passed 
away Saturday, Sept. 18, 
2021.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Alfred Roosevelt Smith 
and Mary Lee Smith, 
five brothers, and two 
sisters.

Left to cherish her 
memory are brothers 
Charles (Betty) Smith, 

John (Sally) Smith, and 
Cotton (Nora) Smith; 
a sister, Sally Harmon; 
and a number of nieces, 
nephews, other family 
members, and friends.

Services will be pri-
vate in Big Sand Cem-
etery in Floyd.

The Long family is in 
the care of Mullins Fu-
neral Home & Crema-
tory in Radford.

Meredith, Eldon Cecil
Eldon Cecil Meredith, 

52, of Christiansburg, 
went to be with his heav-
enly father Monday, Oct. 
11, 2021.

He was born in Blacks-
burg on Jan. 27, 1969, to 
the late Albert Cecil and 
Reba Akers Meredith. He 
was also preceded in death 
by his sisters, Diane Dove 
and Beverly McGuire.

He is survived by his 
wife, Michelle L. Mer-
edith; a daughter, Amy Michelle Mer-
edith; a son, Kevin Cecil Meredith; a 
stepdaughter, Britney Leigh Anne Turn-
er; stepsons John-Mark Turner and Brady 
Turner; grandchildren Archer Evan Mer-
edith, Hayden Surratt, Declan Turner, 

Ethan Ahmann, and Ar-
cadia Trump; sisters and 
brothers-in-law, Terry and 
David Light, Darlene and 
John Wirt, and Debra and 
Sam Kittinger; a brother 
and sister-in-law, Jason 
and Erica Meredith; and 
numerous nieces, nephews 
and cousins.

A funeral service was 
held Saturday, Oct. 16, 
2021, at 2 p.m. at River-
view Holiness Church with 

Pastor Jason Meredith offi  ciating. Inter-
ment followed at Akers Family Cemetery. 
Th e family received friends from 6 to 8 
p.m. on Friday, Oct. 15, 2021, at River-
view Holiness Church.

Shelor, Betty Bower
Betty Bower Shelor, 

75, of Christiansburg, 
went to be with her Lord 
and Savior on Saturday, 
Oct. 16, 2021, at Roa-
noke Memorial Hospital.

She was born in Chris-
tiansburg on Aug. 16, 
1946, to the late Kyle and 
Lucille Britt Bower. She 
was also preceded in death 
by her brother, Kyle Bow-
er, Jr.; and her brother-in-
law, Leo Middleton, Jr.

She is survived by her husband, Da-
vid E. Shelor, Sr.; daughter and son-
in-law Shelia and Ralph Collins; sons 
and daughters-in-law, Jeff  and Tabatha 
Dulaney, Lee Dulaney, Chris and Kan-
dee Shelor, and David and Leisa Shelor; 
grandchildren Sasha McCraw and hus-

band, Michael; Samantha 
McCollum and husband, 
Will; Jarrid Dulaney and 
wife, Kaitlin; Casi Du-
laney, Zach Dulaney, Jef-
frey Dulaney, Trey Shelor, 
Chas Shelor, Mason She-
lor, and Brock Shelor; a 
great-grandchild Karmen 
Th ompson; her sister, Bar-
bara Middleton; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews.

A funeral service was 
held on Th ursday, Oct. 21, 

2021, at 2 p.m. in the McCoy Funeral 
Home Chapel with the Rev. Kevin Al-
bert offi  ciating. Interment followed at 
Sunset Cemetery in Christiansburg. Th e 
family received friends from 5 to 7 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Oct. 20, 2021, at Mc-
Coy Funeral Home in Blacksburg.

Semones, Dennis
Dennis Semones of 

Christiansburg stepped into 
Heaven on Oct. 10, 2021.

He is survived by his 
faithful wife, Betty Beamer 
Semones, with whom he 
celebrated their 50th anni-
versary in 2017; three sons 
and their wives, Michael 
and Patti, Mitchell and 
Leigha, and Brandon and 
Alison; 12 grandchildren: 
Kaitlyn, Kaleigh, Kensie, 
Ryan, Caleb, Matthew, 
Cristen, Eden, Erik, Luke, Isaac, and Ella; 
brother and sisters Larry Semones, Brenda 
Semones, Sandra and her husband John 
Lewis, Neil and his wife Rita Semones; 
close family members Billie Jean Hill, 
Barnett and Bonnie Beamer, and Frank 
and Cheryl Beamer; aunt Stella Jones Frye 
and her husband Carlos; and numerous 
nephews, nieces, and cousins, and many 
close friends.

Dennis was preceded in death by his 
father and stepmother Gentry and Lois 
Semones, and his mother and stepfather 
Alice and Gordon Jenkins; and brothers-
in-law Henry Hill and Kenneth Lewis.

Dennis graduated from Hillsville High 
School in 1963 where he was class presi-
dent. He earned a scholarship to play 
football and study at Virginia Tech. He 
went on to earn a degree in business ad-
ministration and fi nance in 1967. He also 
earned a Master’s Degree in school admin-
istration and guidance in 1970. He was 
employed at Cave Spring High School as 
a teacher, coach, and guidance counselor. 
He went on to become the principal at 
Floyd County High School for 13 years. 
Dennis then became the principal at 
Glenvar High School in 1985. He retired 

from Roanoke County 
Schools in 2001. He later 
served at-risk children in 
Radford City Schools until 
2020.

Dennis was a member 
of St. Paul United Meth-
odist Church and served 
on several committees. He 
was a member of the Chris-
tiansburg Lions Club and 
served as president. Dennis 
was an avid golfer and en-
joyed the day he hit a hole 

in one with his sons present. He was a 
huge Virginia Tech sports fan, served as a 
Hokie Representative, and also was Vice-
President of the Blacksburg Sports Club.

Dennis will be remembered as a man 
dedicated to his family, a loving hus-
band, a supportive father, and a fun-lov-
ing grandfather. He was hardworking, 
kind hearted, and had a spirit of friendli-
ness and hospitality that could be felt in 
social gatherings of friends and family. 
He will be missed dearly.

Th e funeral service was held at 1 p.m. 
on Friday, Oct. 22, 2021, at St. Paul 
Methodist Church in Christiansburg. 
Th e family received friends from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. prior to the service. Follow-
ing the service, a graveside ceremony 
was held at Wilkinson Cemetery in 
Hillsville. In lieu of fl owers, donations 
may be made to a tax-deductible mission 
fund to support Dennis’s granddaughter 
Kaleigh as she serves in missions overseas 
in Turkey for the next two years. Checks 
may be made to Dwelling Place, 3325 
North Franklin St., Christiansburg, VA 
24073 with “Kaleigh Semones” in the 
memo or online at www.bit.ly/semones 
to make a donation.

at infrastructure job creation 
simultaneously raise fears of 
infl ation and excessive gov-
ernment borrowing.

Th ere seems to be a variety 
of opinions on what causes 
prices to escalate. What’s 
your take? 

After hibernating for 
18 months, consumers are 
anxious to return to normal 
patterns of spending. In re-
sponse to the pandemic, the 
U.S. labor force is undergo-
ing an historic transition:

Even with signing bonus-
es, 50% of small companies 
can’t fi nd enough willing 
workers for minimum wages.

Laid-off  workers are in-
creasingly reluctant to return 
to work without higher wag-
es and better benefi ts, driv-
ing wages up 3.6% in recent 
months.

Many day care centers and 
after-school programs are un-
derstaff ed and not fully open.

High paid professional 
workers have decided they 
prefer to work remotely or 
they will retire early.

Temporary unemploy-
ment benefi ts are apparently 
not the main cause of the la-

bor shortage;
We are seeing an unprec-

edented cultural shift in what 
workers want, i.e., more 
fulfi lling jobs/careers, more 
family time, better health, 
safer working conditions, 
better work/life balance.

We are witnessing a classic 
“Wage/Price Spiral” where 
rising wages and prices chase 
each other … chicken and 
egg eff ect.

Is there a connection be-
tween supply chain issues 
and infl ation? 

Yes. Ports, warehouses, 
and trucking lines are seri-
ously understaff ed. Rising 
fuel costs hamper operations 
and delivery schedules.

As an economist, what 
do you feel is most impor-
tant for consumers to know 
about infl ation? 

It’s not a bad idea to re-
frain from luxury purchases 
for a while.

Watch the benchmark 

interest rates set by the Fed-
eral Reserve to moderate 
infl ation. Th ey have been 
near zero for an extended 
period, which ironically di-
minishes the Fed’s ability to 
use ever-lower interest rates 
to stimulate the economy. 

Th e Fed may increase in-
terest rates a bit in the near 
future to calm infl ationary 
fears among borrowers, 
lenders, and investors.

Regarding the debt ceil-
ing debate, if Congress 
reneges on paying our na-

tional debts, it will send 
global economic shock 
waves that reduce America’s 
credit rating and the inter-
national value of the dollar, 
putting our fi nancial mar-
kets in turmoil and con-
sumers in jeopardy.

Infl ation from page 1
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OBITUARIES
Simpkins, Erby Cloyd

Erby Cloyd Simpkins, 
92, of Radford, entered 
into eternal rest in the early 
morning hours of Wednes-
day, Oct. 13, 2021.

After serving in the U. 
S. Army during the Ko-
rean confl ict, Erby began 
a successful career working 
in the construction indus-
try where he acquired the 
reputation of being a per-
fectionist with his work.

He was the oldest and 
longest member of the Snowville Ma-
sonic Lodge #159 A.F. & A.M. Erby was 
of the Christian faith and was a member 
of Snowville Baptist Church. He always 
had a passion for hunting and was also a 
lifetime member of the Botetourt Hunt 
Club where he had many good friends 
and always looked forward to spending 
time with them.

After retirement, Erby enjoyed going 
to the Radford truck stop every morn-
ing for breakfast and visiting with his 
friends there. Like many men from his 
generation, Erby was a no-nonsense kind 
of guy and was always stern, but to the 
people closest to him and especially his 
wife and kids, he was a loving husband 
and father who was incredibly proud of 

his family and loved them 
immensely.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, Jake 
Anderson and Vera Mer-
edith Simpkins; his loving 
wife of 63 years, Almetia 
Colleen Simpkins; a son, 
Douglas C. Simpkins; 
brothers Siebert, Ellis, 
Gene, Orville, Ernest, 
and Curtis; and sisters 
Ruth Terry and Hazel 
Wade.

Survivors include a son, Kirk Anthony 
Simpkins of Snowville; a sister, Donna 
Wilson of Radford; and many other rela-
tives and friends.

Funeral services were held on Monday, 
Oct. 18, 2021, at the Mullins Funeral 
Home in Radford with the Rev. Neil 
Wood offi  ciating. Interment with full 
military honors followed in Highland 
Memory Gardens in Dublin.

Th e family received friends Sunday 
evening at the funeral home.

Contributions may be made to Snowville 
Baptist Church or to the Snowville Mason-
ic Lodge #159 A.F. & A. M.

Th e Simpkins family is in the care of 
Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory in 
Radford.

Brillhart, Carl Lee
Carl Lee Brillhart, 87, of Chris-

tiansburg, died Thursday, Oct. 14, 
2021.

He was born in New Castle on 
Sept. 23, 1934, to the late Roy and 
Ivy Alls Brillhart. He was also pre-
ceded in death by his two brothers, 
Ralph and Leon.

He moved to Christiansburg in 
2015 and was a barber for 40 years. 
He is survived by his life compan-
ion, T. Jean Thompson; a brother 
and sister-in-law, Marshall and Mary 
Marget Brillhart; cousins Wayne, 
William, Tommy, and Bobby Sow-
ers, the homeplace family, many oth-

er cousins, nieces and nephews, and 
special friends, Clayton and Patti Al-
len.

Funeral services will be conducted 
today, Saturday, Oct. 23, 2021, at 11 
a.m. in the Faith Missionary Baptist 
Church with Pastor Mike Vest and 
Pastor Neal Turner officiating.

In lieu of flowers memorial con-
tributions may be made to St. Jude’s 
262 Danny Thomas Place, Mem-
phis, TN 38105. The family will 
receive friends from 10 to 11 a.m. 
today, Oct. 23, prior to the service at 
the church. Arrangements by McCoy 
Funeral Home, Blacksburg.

Davis, Dennis (Denny) W.
Dennis (Denny) W. Davis, 73, of 

Christiansburg, passed away on Oct. 12, 
2021.

 Denny was preceded in death by his 
parents, Frank and Florence Davis of Ro-
anoke, and his brother, Tommy.

Left to cherish his memory are his 
wife and the love of his life, Pam; a sister, 
Brenda Stinnett (Lindsey) of Buchanan; 
a niece, two nephews, and many friends.

Denny served in the US Navy during 

the Vietnam Era, graduated from Vir-
ginia Tech, and served as a police offi  cer 
for Roanoke City prior to working and 
retiring from Hubbell Lighting as a Cor-
porate Safety Director.

Visitation was held at 5 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Oct. 20, 2021, at McCoy 
Funeral Home in Blacksburg. A memo-
rial service followed at 6 p.m. with Pastor 
Mark Briehl offi  ciating. Arrangements by 
McCoy Funeral Home.

Graveside services: 
Dollie Ford, Richard Ford
Friends and family are invited to at-

tend a graveside service in honor of Dol-
lie Lucille (Wright) Ford (July 26, 1932 
- May 2, 2021) and her late husband, 

Richard Lee Ford, Jr., (March 6, 1929 - 
Aug. 6, 2014), on Sunday, Oct. 24, 2021, 
at 2:00 p.m. at Sunrise Burial Park, 7228 
Round House St., Fairlawn, VA.

for the specifi c goal and your risk tolerance.
You can protect some money from market volatil-

ity. When you’re a long way from retirement, you may 
not be particularly bothered when the fi nancial markets 
drop, leading to a decline in the value of your investment 
portfolio. However, once you’re retired, those down-
turns might not be quite so tolerable. As a retiree, you 
may want to maintain one year of expenses (adjusted for 
outside income sources such as Social Security) in a cash 
management account for spending purposes. Knowing 
you have this cash set aside may help you feel more com-

fortable when markets are volatile. Nevertheless, holding 
too much cash has risks of its own. Retirement can last 
for more than 30 years, so you’ll want to be invested in 
enough equities and fi xed-income vehicles to provide 
your portfolio with the balance and growth potential nec-
essary to help you avoid outliving your money.

As you can see, building your cash management ac-
count can be helpful in several ways. So, in the years 
preceding your retirement, look for opportunities to add 
to this account. For example, you could use some of the 
money from a tax refund or a bonus at work. And, if you 

haven’t already done so, you might direct your bank to 
move a certain amount each month from your checking 
or savings account into your cash management. When 
you’re retired, do what you can to replenish your cash ac-
count as much as possible.

Your cash management account is important at every 
point in your life, but it may take on even greater mean-
ing when you’re retired, so do whatever you can to keep 
it in good shape.

Submitted by Meghan Kuczmarski, Edward Jones Finan-
cial Advisor, 540-552-1241.

Financial Focus from page 4
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Montgomery Sports

Radford High’s Laney 
Cline has announced 
plans to attend Eastern 
Mennonite University 
(EMU) to play both bas-
ketball and volleyball.

Cline averaged 14 
points and nine re-
bounds per game this 
past year for the Lady 
Cats  basketball team 
and has recorded 15 
kills, 10 digs, and 1.5 
blocks per game this fall 
on the volleyball court.

Last year, she was 
first-team all-district 
and region and second 
all-state in basketball. 
She has also been hon-
ored on the first-team 
Three Rivers District for 
volleyball.

Upon a visit to the 
Harrisonburg liberal arts 
university, Cline clicked 
with the coaching staffs. 
“Also, EMU has an 
internship and study 
abroad program like no 
other college in Virgin-
ia. As a small school in a 
big city, this is definitely 

what I wanted the most 
for college,” she said.

EMU’s current enroll-
ment is 1,030, and the 
school is a part of the 
National Collegiate Ath-
letic Association Divi-
sion III, Old Dominion 
Athletic Conference.

Cline has plans to ma-
jor in accounting with a 
minor in pre-law.

“My long-term goal 
is to hopefully be a 
1,000-point scorer for 
EMU and then after col-
lege go into a master’s 
program or law school,” 
she said earlier this week. 
“My goals for basketball 
and volleyball are to help 
change the programs and 
make a big difference on 
the court.”

The women’s basket-
ball head coach at EMU 
is Jenny Posey. 2020-21 
is her third year at the 
program’s helm. She is 
the 12th coach in pro-
gram history. Before 
coming to EMU, Posey 
successfully re-tooled 

the program at EMU’s 
Old Dominion Athletic 
Conference rival Hollins 
University.

Earlier this year, EMU 
announced the hiring of 
Casey Steinbrecher as 
the head coach of the 

women’s volleyball team. 
He recently completed 
his 10th season at D-I 
James Madison Univer-

sity where he served as 
the associate head coach 
and recruiting coordina-
tor.

BHS wins boys, girls competitions at 
Metro Cross-Country Championships

Auburn’s Katelyn Lafon led the Eagles girls team by finishing 17th (22:46.2) at the 
Metro Championships Wednesday at Blacksburg High School.

Blacksburg’s Kennedy Thomason leads a group of runners by the 2k mark at the 
Metro Championships. Thomason finished 24th for the Bruins who won both the girls 
and boys team competitions.

Eastern Montgomery freshmen Davon Gravley (left) and Koden Wines race each 
other to the finish line at the Metro Championships.

Eastern Montgomery freshman Olivia Wilbon races in Wednesday’s Metro 
Championships.

Chase Gwynn placed seventh for Auburn at the Metro Championships.

PHOTOS BY JON FLEMING
Jonathan Goerlich (right) and Conner Rutherford placed second and third for the 
Bruins to power Blacksburg to a team win at the Metro Championships.

Radford standout headed to Eastern Mennonite

FILE PHOTO
Radford High School senior Laney Cline will play both volleyball and basketball at Eastern Mennonite University.
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Virginia Tech football 
looks to bounce back 
from its first conference 
loss of the season as the 
Hokies welcome Syra-
cuse to Lane Stadium for 
a 12:30 p.m. kickoff to-
day, Oct. 23, in a game 
televised on Regional 
Sports Network (RSN).

The Hokies (3-3, 1-1 
ACC) host the Orange 
(3-4, 0-3 ACC) for the 
first time since the two 
schools joined the ACC. 
Syracuse’s last game in 
Blacksburg ended in a 
51-7 win for Tech on 
Oct. 11, 2003. The Hok-
ies hold a 6-2 advantage 
over Syracuse all-time at 
home. 

Tech was handed its 
first ACC loss of the 
season last Saturday in 
a 28-7 decision to Pitt. 
Quarterback Braxton 
Burmeister recorded his 
sixth passing touchdown 
of the season on a two-
yard throw to wide re-
ceiver Tayvion Robinson, 
who leads the team with 
three receiving touch-
downs. Wide receiver 
Tré Turner led the team 
in receiving with three 
receptions for 73 yards, 
including a 47 yarder, to 
become just the eighth 
Tech receiver to total 
2,000 career receiving 
yards. Turner also tied 
VT Sports Hall of Famer 
Eddie Royal for ninth on 
Tech’s career receptions 
list with 119.

Defensive back Na-
sir Peoples led the team 
in tackles for the sec-
ond consecutive week 
and third time this sea-

son, posting 11 (four 
solo) vs. the Panthers. 
The redshirt sophomore 
leads the squad with 50 
tackles (28 solo) on the 
year. Defensive lineman 
Amaré Barno recorded a 
career-high nine tackles 
and was credited with 
three quarterback hurries 
against Pitt.

Syracuse went down 
to the wire against Clem-
son a week ago, falling 
17-14 to the Tigers on 
a missed field goal at-
tempt with 38 seconds 
remaining. Orange run-
ning back Sean Tucker 
racked up a game-high 
157 rushing yard, while 
also recording two recep-
tions for 20 yards in the 
loss. Tucker ranks second 
in the nation in rushing, 
averaging 135.4 yards 
per game. Syracuse’s de-
fense was paced by line-
backer Mikel Jones who 
registered 11 tackles in-
cluding one tackle for 
loss.

GAMEDAY 
INFORMATION
Saturday, Oct. 23 at 

12:30 p.m.; Lane Sta-
dium vs. Syracuse (3-4, 
0-3 ACC); Head Coach: 
Dino Babers (sixth sea-
son); Record at Syracuse: 
27-40; Career: 64-56 
(10th season); Series: 
Syracuse leads 10-8.

TV Broadcast
Regional Sports Net-

work (RSN); Play-
by-Play: Tom Werme; 
Analyst: James Bates; 
Sideline: Wiley Ballard.

Local Radio
Virginia Tech Sports 

Network; Play-by-Play: 

Jon Laaser; Analyst: 
Mike Burnop; Sideline: 
Wes McElroy.

V T - S Y R A C U S E 
NOTES

• Syracuse makes its 
first appearance as an 
ACC opponent at Lane 
Stadium today (10/23).

• The Orange haven’t 
visited Blacksburg in 18 
seasons. The No. 4 Hok-
ies handed Syracuse a 
51-7 loss in Tech’s final 
Big East campaign.

• Despite holding a 
Pitt team that entered last 
week’s game averaging an 
FBS-best 52.4 points per 
game to a season-low 28 
points and limiting quar-
terback Kenny Pickett to 
a season-low 208 passing 
yards, the Hokies suf-
fered a 28-7 loss.

• Tech’s two non-con-
ference losses have been 
decided by a combined 
total of a mere nine 
points at West Virginia 
on Sept. 28 and vs. No. 
14 Notre Dame on Oct. 
9.

• Syracuse’s last four 
games have all been de-
cided by three points, 
including three straight 
three-point ACC losses: 
33-30 at FSU, 40-37 OT 
vs. Wake, and 17-14 vs. 
Clemson.

• Syracuse is seeking 
its first ACC road win 
since collecting a 49-6 
victory at Duke on Nov. 
16, 2019.

• The Orange are 4-18 
in ACC road games un-
der head coach Dino 
Babers and have lost 

10 straight conference 
games overall dating 
back to a 38-24 setback 
at Duke on Oct. 10, 
2010.

• Next week, the Hok-
ies begin a season-ending 
stretch with four of their 
final five games on the 
road, beginning at Geor-
gia Tech.

• Tech owns a 36-4 re-
cord under Fuente when 
leading at the half, in-
cluding a streak of eight 
straight wins.

• VT is 28-7 when 
scoring 30+ points under 
Fuente and 13-1 when 
scoring 40+ points.

• Syracuse is 3-23 un-
der Babers when allow-
ing 30 points or more 
and has lost nine straight 
such games dating back 

to a 31-6 setback at 
UNC on Sept. 12, 2020.

• VT is 31-1 under 
Fuente when holding 
opponents to 21 points 
or less and has won 28 
straight games when 
holding opponents to 17 
points or less.

• The Hokies are per-
mitting 19 points per 
game in ACC play.

• Syracuse is 0-19 un-
der Babers when scoring 
21 points or less.

• Virginia Tech, Penn 
State, Clemson, Geor-
gia, Purdue and Arkan-
sas are the only Power 
Five teams to hold an AP 
Top 25 foe to 10 points 
or less this season. Tech 
did it in a 17-10 win vs. 
No. 10 UNC to open the 
season.

Virginia Tech hosts Syracuse today in ACC contest

BLACKSBURG – The 
Virginia Tech women’s 
basketball team will be-
gin its 2021-22 season 
ranked in the AP Poll, 
where they were selected 
24th by voters Tuesday. 
This marks just the sec-
ond time and the first 
time since 1999 that the 
Hokies will tip off the 
season as a ranked squad. 
They were tabbed 17th 
in 1999 and went on to 

have a 20-11 season that 
ended in the Women’s 
National Invitational 
Tournament’s second 
round.

Tech has not been 
ranked since Jan. 23, 
2017, when the women’s 
squad reached as high 
as No. 15 in January of 
2017 in head coach Ken-
ny Brooks’s first season 
in Blacksburg. The team 
started the season 15-0, 

the best start to a season 
in Blacksburg since the 
1998-99 team went 18-
0. 

Brooks and the Hokies 
will open the season at 
home on Tuesday Nov. 9, 
when they welcome Da-
vidson to Carilion Clinic 
Court at Cassell Coli-
seum for a 5 p.m. tip-off. 
That game will be tele-
vised on ACC Network 
Extra.

VT women’s basketball 
ranked 24 in initial AP poll

The VT women are picked in the preseason top 25 for the first time since the 1999 
season.

RU men picked fourth in Big South 
North preseason basketball poll

The Darris Nichols era at Rad-
ford University has begun, and 
Wednesday the men’s basketball 
team received three first-place votes 
and was picked to finish fourth in 
the Big South’s North Division in 
the preseason poll at media days in 
Charlotte.

A year ago, Radford went 15-12 
overall and 12-6 in conference play 
to place second in the regular sea-
son standings despite being picked 
sixth in the preseason poll. Accord-
ing to the school’s sports informa-
tion office, this past season includ-
ed a 9-5 record in home games at 
the Dedmon Center.

Radford did not place a single 
player on the preseason first or sec-
ond all-conference teams, also an-
nounced on Wednesday.

Nichols returned to his home-
town this spring after the departure 
of Mike Jones to UNC-Greensboro. 
Nichols had previously served as as-
sistant at the University of Florida. 
He was joined by his brother and 
former Radford High School stand-
out, Shane Nichols, who left Mur-
ray State where he was an assistant.

Veteran players Chyree Walker, 
Dravon Mangu, Josiah Jeffers, and 
Lewis Djonkam all return from last 
year with Shaquan Jules, Keishon 
Porter, Joshua Walker, Bryan Hart, 
and Xavier Lipscomb coming back 
to join them.

Coach Nichols and his staff 
brought in a number of talented 

new players via the transfer portal.  
Rashun Williams (South Florida), 
Tai’Reon Joseph (Austin Peay), 
Artese Stapleton (Lewis Universi-
ty), Camron McNeil (Spartanburg 
Methodist), and Roshaun Black 
(Seminole State College) trans-
ferred into the program. Derrick 
Jones, Jr., joins the Highlanders 
from the high school ranks.

Radford will take on Eastern 
Mennonite in an open-to-the-pub-
lic exhibition game at 6:30 p.m. on 
Monday, Nov. 1.

2021-22 Men’s Basketball Pre-
season Poll

North Division
Rank Team (first-place votes)
1. Campbell (20)  2. Longwood  

3. N.C. A& T (3)  4. Radford (3)  
5. Hampton 6. High Point

South Division
Rank Team (first-place votes)
1. Winthrop (23)  2. UNC Ashe-

ville (3)  3. Gardner-Webb  4. Pres-
byterian  5. Charleston Southern  
6. USC Upstate.

Preseason All-Big South team
First-Team
D.J. Burns Jr., Winthrop (Pre-

season Player of the Year); John-
Michael Wright, High Point; Ce-
dric Henderson Jr., Campbell; 
Tajion Jones, UNC Asheville; Ray-
shon Harrison, Presbyterian Col-
lege.

Second-Team
Kameron Langley, North Caroli-

na A&T; Jordan Whitfield, Camp-
bell; LJ Thorpe, UNC Asheville; 
Russell Dean, Hampton; Justin 
Hill, Longwood.

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

You have the opportunity to purchase two wooded lots for sale totaling 5.63 
acres in Check VA. They are split between two off erings. Off ering 1 consists of 2.96 
acres of wooded land and Off ering 2 consists of 2.67 acres. Each lot has beautiful 
views of farmland on the backside and would be great for clearing to build. Bid-
ders have the option to purchase one lot or both. To purchase both lots, bidder 
must have high bid on both lots. Both tracts will remain open until all bidding is 
complete. The properties are located between 1260 and 1402 Sunny Ridge Rd 
and accessed by right of way.  These properties previously had restrictions which 
expired in 2008 and are no longer applicable. 
 
Terms – 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to fi nal high bid to arrive at con-
tract price. Earnest Money Deposit of $2,500 per tract required on day of sale 
(November 3rd 2021). Close on or before December 3rd 2021. Subject to seller 
confi rmation. Property sold as is, where is with any and all faults. Buyer is ex-
pected to complete their own due diligence. Auction starts ending at 4 PM on 
November 3rd 2021. Please note that during the last two minutes of bidding, if a 
new bid is placed, the clock is automatically extended an additional two minutes. 
Download Bidder Information Pack for complete terms and conditions, purchase 
contract and maps.

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
Ends Wednesday November 3rd @ 4 PM

Land for Sale in Check VA at Auction!
Sunny Ridge Rd, Check VA 24072

Bid Now at VaAuctionPro.com

102 S. Locust Street, 
Floyd, VA  24091
(540) 745-2005

VaAuctionPro.com
Lic# 2907004059

Contact – Broker & Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at 
540-239-2585 or email gallimore.matt@gmail.com

Send community news and photos to communitynews@ourvalley.org
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$0 DOWN 0% APR 84 MONTHS*

PLUS! — Save up to $1,400*

L Series Performance-matched attachments 20.9-62 HP

Together we do more VISIT US TODAY FOR THIS LIMITED-TIME OFFER*

A heavy-duty offer for
a heavy-duty tractor. 
A heavy-duty offer for
a heavy-duty tractor. 

Up to

Special Package Deal — Only from Beverage Tractor —

KUBOTA L2501DT Package Includes:

For complete warranty, safety and product information, consult your local Kubota dealer and the product operator's manual. Power (HP/KW) and other specifications are based on various standards or recommended practices.

**Price is Cash Price with all discounts taken
Financing available, see dealer for details. 

New Kubota 25hp Compact Tractor w/ 4WD and AG Tires
+ Front End Loader (LA525FL) (included)

+ 2 Attachments: 5' Rear Cutter & 6' Rear Scraper Blade (included)

+ Load Up and Drive Away: 18 Foot Utility Trailer (included)

Total Package Price $25,900**

Or Get A Complete Tractor Package Deal:

Now Offering Mobile Service— We’ll come to you when your equipment needs service.

L2501 with Front Loader and Rear Cutter

Complete Package Price$25,900 **
FREEDELIVERYwithin 50 miles! 

Kubota Compact Tractors

Rated #1 for Reliability**

KubotaUSA.com
*2020 Progressive Farmer Reader Insights Award for Fewest Reported Problems Overall in the category of Small Tractor (Under 100 Horse Power). Award based on 2020 Progressive Farmer Readers Insights Tractors Study. © Kubota Tractor
Corporation, 2021. $0 Down, 0% APR financing for up to 84 months available on purchases of new Kubota L01 series equipment from participating dealers’ in-stock inventory is available to qualified purchasers through Kubota Credit
Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Example: 84 monthly payments of $11.90 per $1,000 financed. Customer instant rebates of $1000 are available on qualifying  finance or $1,500 on cash purchases of L01 series equipment.
Additional instant rebate of $400 is available with purchase of one new qualifying implement. Some exceptions apply. Offers expire 12/31/21. Terms subject to change. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all
representations and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For complete warranty, disclaimer, safety, incentive offer and product information, consult your Dealer or KubotaUSA.com

BeverageTractor.com
email: beveragetractor@hotmail.com

Blacksburg, Virginia
3809 South Main St. 

and 2085 Stuarts Draft Hwy (Rt 340 S) •  Stuarts Draft, VA

Call:  540-315-3440

SALES | PARTS | SERVICE

With no players on preseason teams, RU 
women picked sixth in Big South poll

Th e Radford University wom-
en’s basketball team this season 
returns lots of talent and plenty 
of new faces, but Wednesday 
they received no respect in the 
Big South preseason poll voted 
on by the league’s head coaches 
and released during media day 
in Charlotte.

Th e Highlanders wound up 
in sixth place in the preseason 

forecast, fi nishing behind High 
Point, Campbell, Longwood, 
North Carolina A&T, and 
Gardner-Webb respectively. 

Radford returns seven play-
ers from the 2020-21 squad that 
includes a majority of their min-
utes, points, and rebounds. Last 
year’s squad fought through the 
many issues the global pandemic 
presented to fi nish with a 9-9 
conference record, ending the 
season with a 4-1 run. Th e Lady 
Highlanders are on a seven-year 

streak of fi nishing with a con-
ference record at or better than 
.500.

No Radford player was select-
ed for the Big South preseason 
fi rst or second all-conference 
teams.

Radford’s 2021-22 season will 
tip-off  on Wednesday, Nov. 10 
on the road against Pittsburgh. 
Conference play begins on 
the road at UNC Asheville on 
Wednesday, Dec. 29. Radford’s 
fi rst home conference match is 

set to be played against Win-
throp on New Year’s Day 2022.

2021-22 Women’s Basketball 
Preseason Poll

Rank Team (fi rst-place votes)
1. High Point (6); 2. Camp-

bell (2)  3. Longwood (3)  4. 
North Carolina A&T  5. Gard-
ner-Webb  6. Radford  T-7. 
UNC Asheville  T-7. Presby-
terian  9. Hampton  10. USC 
Upstate  11. Winthrop  12. 
Charleston Southern.

Preseason all-conference 

teams
First-Team
Skyler Curran, High Point 

(Preseason Player of the Year); 
Kyla McMakin, Longwood; 
Akila Smith, Longwood; Nadiria 
Evans, UNC Asheville; Shy Tu-
elle, Campbell.

Second-Team
Jenson Edwards, High Point; 

Chanin Scott, North Carolina 
A&T; Taya Bolden, Campbell; 
Nylah Young, Hampton; Alasia 
Smith, Gardner-Webb.

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

VT men’s basketball picked to fi nish fi fth
Preseason ACC Player of the 
Year, 12 more than Virginia 
Tech’s Keve Aluma. Ban-
chero also earned 64 of the 
81 votes for Preseason ACC 
Freshman of the Year. 

Syracuse’s Buddy Boe-
heim earned 68 votes to lead 
all vote getters on the Pre-
season All-ACC Team. Boe-
heim was joined on the fi rst 
team by Aluma, Banchero, 
North Carolina’s Armando 
Bacot, and Miami’s Isaiah 

Wong.
On the preseason All-

ACC Second Team are 
Georgia Tech’s Michael De-
voe, Virginia’s Kihei Clark, 
Notre Dame’s Prentiss 
Hubb, Duke’s Mark Wil-
liams and Wendell Moore 
Jr., North Carolina’s Caleb 
Love, and Louisville’s Malik 
Williams. Moore Jr., Love 
and Williams fi nished in a 
three-way tie for the fi nal 
spot on the second team.

 Th e 2021-22 regular sea-
son opens Nov. 9 with 12 of 
the 15 ACC teams in non-
conference action. League 
play begins Friday, Dec. 3.

 Th e ACC’s current 
member schools have cap-
tured eight of the last 20 
NCAA Championships and 
17 overall. Th e schools have 
combined for 62 Final Four 
appearances and a national-
best 643 NCAA Tourna-
ment wins.

 Additionally, four of the 
top eight and six of the top 
30 winningest programs 
in NCAA Division I bas-
ketball history reside in the 
ACC. Two of the eight ac-
tive Division I coaches in the 
Naismith Basketball Hall 
of Fame are competing in 
the ACC again this season: 
Duke’s Mike Krzyzewski 
and Syracuse’s Jim Boeheim. 
Th at is the most of any 
league nationally.

Members of the media at 
the 2021-22 ACC Tip-off  
event picked the Hokies to 
fi nish fi fth in the league for 
the 2021-22 men’s basketball 
season.

Duke was chosen as the 
preseason favorite to win 
the championship. Th e Blue 
Devils earned the distinction 
for the seventh time in the 
last nine seasons and were 
followed in the poll by Flor-
ida State, North Carolina, 
Virginia and Virginia Tech. 

Duke received 47 of the 
81 fi rst-place votes. Flori-
da State, which earned its 
highest preseason status in 
its ACC tenure, received 
14 fi rst-place votes. North 
Carolina had fi ve fi rst-place 
votes while Virginia recorded 
nine fi rst-place votes. Virgin-
ia Tech earned fi ve fi rst-place 
votes and Louisville garnered 
the other fi rst-place vote. 

Louisville, Syracuse, 
Notre Dame, NC State, and 

reigning ACC champion 
Georgia Tech were voted 
sixth through 10th, respec-
tively. Clemson, Miami, 
Wake Forest, Pitt, and Bos-
ton College rounded out the 
poll. 

Duke freshman power 
forward Paolo Banchero 
earned Preseason ACC 
Player and Freshman of the 
Year honors. Th e 6-foot-10, 
250-pound native of Seattle 
was a fi ve-star recruit and 
ranked as the No. 3 overall 
player in ESPN 100’s rank-
ings for the class of 2021. He 
was ranked No. 1 in the state 
of Washington, No. 1 at his 
position in the ESPN 100, 
and was named the Wash-
ington Boys Basketball Ga-
torade Player of the Year as 
a junior. Banchero averaged 
22.6 points, 11 rebounds, 
3.7 assists and 1.6 blocks 
per game his junior season at 
O’Dea High School. 

He received 28 votes for 

Lady Hokies picked fourth 
in ACC preseason poll

Reigning ACC champion 
NC State is the 2021-22 
Atlantic Coast Conference 
women’s basketball preseason 
favorite, according to separate 
polls of the league’s 15 head 
coaches and the Blue Ribbon 
Panel.

Virginia Tech was picked 
to fi nish fourth in both polls 
released Wednesday.

Th e Wolfpack received 50 
of 57 fi rst-place votes from 
the Blue Ribbon Panel and 
14 of 15 fi rst-place votes from 
the league’s head coaches. NC 
State has won back-to-back 
ACC Tournament titles and 
is the preseason favorite for 
the fi rst time since the con-
ference began such rankings 
prior to the 1991-92 season.

Louisville, the 2020-21 
ACC regular-season cham-
pion, received the remaining 
fi rst-place vote in the head 
coaches’ poll and seven fi rst-
place votes from the Blue 
Ribbon Panel to fi nish second 
in both polls.

Georgia Tech and Virginia 
Tech were third and fourth 
in both polls, matching the 
highest preseason ranking for 
the Yellow Jackets and mark-
ing the highest preseason 
ranking ever for the Hokies. 
Florida State was fi fth in both 
polls.

Notre Dame, North Car-
olina, and Duke were picked 
sixth, seventh, and eighth in 
both polls, followed by Mi-
ami, Clemson, and Boston 
College. Wake Forest, Syra-
cuse, Pitt, and Virginia round 
out the Blue Ribbon Panel 
while Syracuse, Wake Forest, 
Pitt, and Virginia followed 
Boston College in the head 
coaches’ poll.

NC State’s Elissa Cunane, 
an Associated Press, ESPN 
and USBWA All-American 
following the 2020-21 cam-
paign, was chosen as the 
ACC Preseason Player of the 
Year by the head coaches and 
the Blue Ribbon Panel. Th e 
Summerfi eld, N.C., native 
was a fi rst-team All-ACC 
selection last year and was a 
semifi nalist for the Wooden 
Award, given to the nation’s 
most outstanding player.

Cunane was named the 
2021 ACC Tournament 
MVP after averaging 23.3 
points, nine rebounds and 
62.5 percent (25-of-40) 
shooting in three Wolfpack 

wins. Her 70 total points 
marked the fi fth-most by a 
player in a single ACC Tour-
nament in the last 20 years. 
She ended the season ranked 
sixth in the ACC in scoring 
(16.3), fi fth in rebounding 
(8.3), second in fi eld-goal 
percentage (.533) and third in 
free-throw percentage (.843).

Both preseason All-ACC 
Teams were the same with 
Boston College’s Taylor 
Soule, Clemson’s Delicia 
Washington, Georgia Tech’s 
Lorela Cubaj and Lotta-Maj 
Lahtinen, Louisville’s Hailey 
Van Lith, NC State’s Jakia 
Brown-Turner, Notre Dame’s 
Maddy Westbeld, and Vir-
ginia Tech’s Elizabeth Kitley 
and Aisha Sheppard joining 
Cunane.

Th e Newcomer Watch 
Lists were nearly identical as 
well and included Louisville’s 
Payton Verhulst, NC State’s 
Diamond Johnson, and 
Notre Dame’s Sonia Citron 
and Olivia Miles. Celeste 
Taylor of Duke was selected 
to the head coaches’ list while 
North Carolina’s Teonni Key 
garnered mention from the 
Blue Ribbon Panel.

Five ACC teams are 
ranked in the Associated Press 
Preseason Top 25 Poll, tied for 
the most of any conference. 
NC State headlines the group 
at No. 5, while Louisville sits 
one spot behind the Wolf-
pack at No. 6. Florida State 
is ranked No. 16, Georgia 
Tech is No. 17 and Virginia 
Tech rounds out the poll for 
the league at No. 24. Notre 
Dame also received votes.

Preseason ACC Women’s 
Basketball Coaches’ Poll

1. N.C. State 2. Louisville 
3. Georgia Tech 4. Virginia 
Tech 5. Florida State 6. Notre 
Dame 7. North Carolina 8. 
Duke 9. Miami 10. Clemson 
11. Boston College 12. Syra-
cuse 13. Wake Forest 14. Pitt 
15. Virginia.

Preseason ACC Women’s 
Basketball Blue Ribbon 
Panel Poll

1. N.C. State 2. Louisville 
3. Georgia Tech 4. Virginia 
Tech 5. Florida State 6. Notre 
Dame 7. North Carolina 8. 
Duke 9. Miami 10. Clemson 
11. Boston College 12. Wake 
Forest 13. Syracuse 14. Pitt 
15. Virginia.
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