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Virginia elections are in the spotlight. What it all means.

All eyes are on Virginia, as both Republicans and 
Democrats hope to make a statement about the 
future political landscape, according to Virginia Tech 
political expert Karen Hult.

What it means if Democrat candi-
dates won statewide in Virginia Tuesday

“A Democrat win statewide -- tak-
ing all three statewide positions and 
maintaining control of the House of 
Delegates -- could signal that the hue 
of purple Virginia remains blue-tinted,” 
said Hult. “It also would provide evi-
dence of the possible impact of ongoing 
worries about former President Trump’s 
continuing infl uence over the Republi-
can Party, including over public educa-
tion, reproductive rights, access to the 
ballot, and climate change. Nationally, 
Democrats likely would breathe enor-
mous sighs of relief while Republicans 
return to the campaign drawing board.”

What it means if Republican candi-
dates won statewide in Virginia Tuesday

“A Republican win statewide would 
refl ect in part Virginia’s continuing its 
pattern of voting against the party of the 
newly elected president, which has hap-
pened every election since 1997 except 
2013. It also might suggest the eff ects 
of President Biden’s declining approval 
and relatedly of a drop in enthusiasm 
and energy among Democrat voters,” 
according to Hult.  “Nationally, Repub-
licans will draw lessons of both candi-
date positioning and strategy going into 
the 2002 midterms. Democrats would 
receive more sobering news about the 
clear constraints on their infl uence and 
messaging.”

Impact on the Virginia General 
Assembly

“For Virginians, if Republicans 

win the governorship -- and either 
the lieutenant governorship or con-
trol of the House of Delegates, some 
of the legislation passed over the last 
two legislative sessions could be re-
versed. With state legislative and U.S. 
House redistricting now in the hands 
of the Virginia Supreme Court, Re-
publican advantages in the 2022 U.S. 
House races and in 2023 for the gen-
eral assembly could be reinforced,” 
said Hult.

Karen Hult teaches political science 
at Virginia Tech and its Center for Pub-
lic Administration and Policy, with ex-
pertise in the U.S. presidency, Virginia 
state politics and organizational and 
institutional theory.

Food City’s local presence is the supermarket at 1701 
Tyler Ave. in Radford.

Food City to kick off annual Friends and 
Pets in Need Holiday Food Drive today

Food City, which has a 
local presence at 1701 Tyler 
Ave. in Radford, begins its 
fourth annual Friends and 
Pets in Need Holiday Food 
Drive today, Nov. 3.

“Hunger is a serious 
problem throughout our 
region, especially during the 
holidays and colder winter 
months,” said Steven C. 
Smith, Food City’s president 
and chief executive offi  cer. 
“Food City is proud to host 
a number of hunger relief 
programs throughout the 
year, including our Friends 
and Pets in Need Holiday 
Food Drive. Th e drive will 
benefi t local hunger relief 
organizations and animal 
shelters throughout our area 
at a critical time.”

Beginning Nov. 3 and 
continuing through Dec. 
31, specially marked bags 
containing non-perishable 
food items and bags con-
taining pet food products 
will be available for purchase 
for only $10 (plus tax) at the 
Radford Food City location. 

Customers wishing to pur-
chase the bags may deposit 
them in the collection bins 
located at the front of the 
store. One hundred percent 
of the proceeds collected 
will benefi t local hunger 
relief organizations and ani-
mal shelters throughout the 
region.

“Millions of Americans 
and animals need food as-
sistance each year,” said 
Kevin Staff ord, Food City’s 

vice president of marketing. 
“Th e Food City Friends and 
Pets in Need Holiday Food 
Drive is another way we can 
help those in need right here 
in our own area.”

“Food City’s ongoing 
hunger relief initiatives have 
been a tremendous success, 
and we are hoping to set a 
new record with this year’s 
drive to help our neighbors 
and furry friends in need,” 
said Smith.

VTTI’s automated vehicle 
technology research helps 
eliminate fi rst responder fatalities

Every two weeks 
a roadside worker or 
first responder suf-
fers fatal injuries and 
hundreds more are 
injured, according to 
a recent AAA report. 
The increased use of 
automated vehicle 
technology presents 
new opportunities to 
prevent crashes and 
eliminate fatalities, 
but the technology 
also poses risks to the 
first responder. 

A report produced 
by the Virginia Tech 
Transportation Insti-
tute (VTTI), titled 
“Law Enforcement, 
First Responder and 
Crash Investigation 
Preparation for Auto-
mated Vehicle Tech-
nology,” for the Gov-
ernors Highway Safety 
Association (GHSA) 

Virginia Tech Transportation Institute’s automated 
driving system vehicle research examines their impact 
on first responder’s operations and communication 
protocols and has resulted in a curriculum designed to 
decrease roadside fatalities. Stock photography.

examines how law en-
forcement officials, oth-
er first responders, and 
crash scene investigators 
can better prepare for 

automated vehicle tech-
nology by highlighting 
curriculum recommen-

See VTTI, page 3

PHOTO CREDIT: TAMPA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
Virginia Tech travel and tourism professor Mahmood 
Khan warns that “the pandemic has changed how 
people view travel, whether for business, leisure, or 
religious reasons. Crowded airports, health screenings, 
and quarantine requirements will impact travel long-
term.” He suggests travelers will need to be patient 
this holiday season. 

Travelers should pack a lot of patience 
this holiday season, says VT expert

Just in time for holi-
day travel, COVID-19 
restrictions and public 
health guidelines for in-
ternational travelers to 
the U.S. who are fully 
vaccinated will ease in 
early November. While 
easing these restrictions 
will help connect fam-
ily and friends abroad, 
travelers need to pack 
patience and prepare 
for the new travel norm 
this holiday season, says 
Virginia Tech travel and 
tourism professor Mah-
mood Khan.

“The pandemic has 
changed how people 
view travel, whether for 
business, leisure, or reli-
gious reasons. Crowded 
airports, health screen-
ings, and quarantine re-
quirements will impact 
travel long-term,” says 
Khan. “Psychologically, 
the fear created by the 
pandemic will exist for a 
long time, if not perma-
nently. People will think 
twice before booking 
airline reservations and 
will question whether 
it’s worth the risk or ex-
pense.”

For those who choose 
to make the trip, Khan 
says be forewarned as 
restrictions have made 
some people impatient, 
less empathetic, and im-
polite. “This is evident 
by stories about difficult 
customers in airlines, res-
taurants, and other pub-

lic places,” he says.
“Hand sanitation and 

wearing masks have al-
ready become a part of 
daily rituals. Maintain-
ing distance in buses, 
trains, and planes will 
be a consideration in 
planning. A cough and 
a sneeze will never be 
taken lightly.

“Visiting shorter dis-
tances, using a personal 
car, restricting visits to 
close family members, 
avoiding exotic destina-
tions, carefully selecting 
bed and breakfast lodg-
ing, advance bookings, 
contactless operations, 
and using food delivery 
services are among the 
possible trends previ-

ously expected to be 
short-lived,” the profes-
sor says.

Mahmood Khan is a 
professor and director of 
the Pamplin College of 
Business Master of Sci-
ence in Business Admin-
istration/Hospitality and 
Tourism Management 
program at Virginia Tech 
in the Washington, D.C., 
metro region. Major ar-
eas of his research include 
hospitality franchising, 
services management, 
customer relationships, 
food service and opera-
tional management, and 
consumer preferences in 
hotels, restaurants, and 
institutions.

NAACP holds 45th Freedom 
Fund Banquet online

chael Sanborn.
Executive committee member-at-

large Marlin Reeves thanked and an-
nounced the names of the sponsors of 
the banquet. Benefactors at the level of 
$1000 were Asbury United Method-
ist Church, Carilion Clinic, Duncan 
Honda/Hyundai, Food Lion-Delhaize, 
Inc., Freedom First Credit Union, 
Schaeff er Memorial Baptist Church, 
Virginia Tech Offi  ce for Inclusion and 
Diversity, and Virginia Tech Offi  ce of 
the President.

Sustainers at the $500 or $600 
level were First Baptist Church of 
Blacksburg (Clay Street), the League 
of Women Voters, LewisGale Region-
al Health System, the Montgomery 
County Democratic Committee, New 
River Community College Offi  ce of 
the President; and the Town of Blacks-
burg.

Supporters at the $300 level were Mr. 
Larry Bechtel and Ms. Ann Shawhan, 
Dr. and Mrs. Nathaniel L. Bishop, Dr. 
and Mrs. William Hendricks, Dr. and 
Mrs. John Hess, Dr. and Mrs. Ergodan 
Kiran, Dr. James Klagge and the Rev. 
Katherine Carpenter, Ms. Molly Mc-
Clintock and Ms. Irene Peterson, and 
the Unitarian Universalist Congrega-
tion.

Th e Nannie B. Hairston Communi-
ty Service Award for long-time service 
to the NAACP and the community 
went to Dr. Wornie Reed. Th e award 
was presented by Karen Jones, Chair of 
the branch’s Political Action Commit-
tee and winner of the award in 2019.

Th e honoree’s civil rights and racial 
equity work can be seen from Alabama 
to Tennessee to Boston and throughout 
the country. Th e mark he has made on 

Deborah H. Travis serves the Montgomery 
County-Radford City-Floyd County 
Branch of the NAACP as its president.

See NAACP, page 5

Th e Montgomery County-Radford 
City-Floyd County Branch of the 
NAACP held its 45th Freedom Fund 
Banquet Oct. 16 online.

Some 50 members and supporters at-
tended.

Th e theme, “Are You with Us?” was 
introduced by Branch President Debo-
rah H. Travis. Custom Vibe, composed 
of Denise Smith and Alan Johnson on 
vocals and Glen Holmes on keyboards, 
led the singing of “Lift Every Voice and 
Sing,” and later performed the Curtis 
Mayfi eld classic “People Get Ready.”

New Life-Members were recognized: 
At the Gold level, Mary North; and at 
the Silver level: Robert Beckman, Lynn 
Brammer, Andrew Crane, Mary Lee 
Hendricks, Myrl Jones, Gunin Kiran, 
Simuel O. Lewis III, and the Rev. Mi-
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UPCOMING EVENTS

You have the opportunity to purchase a gorgeous property for sale in Floyd VA. 
This property features 37.79 +/- acres of land on Beaver Creek Rd. Looking for 
land with great building spots, long range views and creek frontage? This is it! 
Build your dream home in the large open fi eld which showcases gorgeous moun-
tain views. This property would be great for use as a recreational retreat, hobby 
farm or private homestead. The property is in an excellent location near Route 8 
between Floyd VA and Christiansburg VA.  Property is accessed by right of way at 
779 Beaver Creek Rd.
 
Terms – 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to fi nal high bid to arrive at contract 
price. Earnest Money Deposit of $5,000 required day of sale. Close in 45 days. Sub-
ject to seller confi rmation.  Property sold as is, where is with any and all faults. 
Buyer is expected to complete their own due diligence. Auction starts ending at 
4 PM on November 10th 2021. Download Bidder Information Pack for complete 
terms and conditions, purchase contract and maps.

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
Ends Wednesday November 10th @ 4 PM

37.79 Acres of Land for Sale in Floyd County VA!
Beaver Creek Rd, Floyd VA 24091

Bid Now at VaAuctionPro.com

102 S. Locust Street, 
Floyd, VA  24091
(540) 745-2005

VaAuctionPro.com
Lic# 2907004059

Contact Matt Gallimore, Broker/Auctioneer at 
540-239-2585 or email gallimore.matt@gmail.com; 

Darrell Hylton Realtor at 540-250-0850 or 
email dwh@swva.net

Wednesday, Nov. 3:
Artist Talk with Matt Gentry
Hahn Horticulture Garden; noon – 1 

p.m. We are excited to be displaying a 
collection of Matt’s watercolor paintings 
of Virginia Rivers. Come hear about his 
process and check out his plein-air paint-
ing setup. Th is is a free event and will 
be held outside on the patio behind the 
Pavilion (Will move inside if the weather 
doesn’t cooperate). Parking passes will be 
provided to attendees.

Thursday, Nov. 4:
Noise Alert: Cadet 21-gun salute drill
Th e Corps of Cadets’ precision drill 

team, the Gregory Guard, will practice 
fi ring a 21-gun salute at 5:30 p.m. Th urs-
day, November 4, behind Lane Hall. 
Th ere will be three volleys of shots, using 
blank charges.

Blacksburg Community Input Meet-
ing on Progress Street Streetscape

A Progress Street Streetscape meeting 
will be held at 6 p.m. in the Blacksburg 
Community Center, 725 Patrick Henry 
Dr. Th e Town of Blacksburg is looking 
for input on the future design and layout 
of Progress Street, specifi cally the section 
between Jackson Street and North Main 
Street. Th ose who can’t attend in person 
can give their input at http://LetsTalk-
Blacksburg.org.

American Legion meeting
American Legion Harvey-Howe-

Carper Post 30 will meet on Th ursday, 
Nov. 4, at 7 p.m. at the VFW Post Home 
on 102 Watts St. in Radford. Th e Boy’s 
and Girl’s State Representatives from 
Radford High School will be recognized 
at this meeting. For further information, 
call 540-250-2283 or 540-239-9864.

Friday, Nov. 5 and Sat. 
Nov. 6:

Radford Library Book Sale
Th e Radford Public Library will hold 

a book sale on Friday, Nov. 5, and Sat-
urday, Nov. 6 from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m. 
Hardback books will sell for $1.00 and 
paperbacks for $.50. Children’s books are 

half the price of adult books. Please wear 
a mask and come support the Radford 
Public Library.

Saturday, Nov. 6:
Pilot Community Center Pancake 

Supper 
Pancake Supper at Pilot Commu-

nity Center, 4449 Brush Creek Rd, 
Pilot, Va., from 4 to 6 p.m. Cost is 
$7 per person. Everyone is welcome.

DIY a Room from Gabby’s Dollhouse
At the Meadowbrook Public Library 

from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m. Make a cat-
tastic room of miniatures inspired by the 
show Gabby’s Dollhouse. All materials 
will be provided. Th e program is off ered 
at two times with a maximum of 10 par-
ticipants per time slot. Registration is re-
quired.    

 
PAWS to Read - Dog Edition
At the Blacksburg Library at noon. 

Come read to Derek the therapy dog.  
Registration is required.

Teen Dungeons and Dragons
At the Blacksburg Library, at 2 p.m. 

Teens.  Dungeons.  Dragons.
 
Dyslexia Awareness
At the Blacksburg Library at 2 p.m. 

Th is presentation will discuss the charac-
teristics of dyslexia, the common myths, 
and various interventions. An extensive 
resource list will also be provided.

Monday, Nov. 8:
STEM Club
At the Christiansburg Library at 1 

p.m. Join the homeschool STEM club to 
explore science, technology, engineering, 
or math. Ages 8 years and up.

Tuesday, Nov. 9:
Th e Sons of Confederate Veterans 

meeting
Th e Sons of Confederate Veterans, 

Stuart Horse Artillery Camp 1784 will 
meet at 7 p.m. at Aly’s Italian Family 
Restaurant at 3204 Riner Rd. Members 
of the United Daughters of the Confed-

eracy (UDC) are invited. Member Wil-
liam Reed will give a talk on “Confeder-
ate Small Arms.” For further information 
call 540-320-4315 or 540-239-9864.

Thursday, Nov. 11:
Noise alert: Cadet Rifl e Salute
Th e Virginia Tech Corps of Cadets’ 

Gregory Guard will fi re a rifl e salute at 
about 11 a.m. Th ursday, Nov. 11, at the 
Pylons as part of the university’s Veterans 
Day remembrance ceremony.

Monday, Nov. 15:
Crafternoon at the Radford Public 

Library
Th e library staff  presents an afternoon 

of crafting from 1 to 2:30 p.m. Th e li-
brary will off er a variety of collections -- 
books and databases -- to help with the 
crafts.  Some supplies will be available 
for take-home. Adult coloring supplies 
and coloring books will also be available. 
Come make a new friend or just enjoy 
a little peace and quiet. Needle projects 
and other indoor crafts are encouraged. 
Adults only.

Wednesday, Nov. 17:
Hahn Horticutlture Garden In-Per-

son Learn at Lunch
“Ramps” with Pabitra Aryal from noon 

to 1 p.m. Aryal is a Ph.D. candidate in 
the College of Agriculture and Life Sci-
ences’ School of Plant and Environmen-
tal Sciences who is researching the on-
ion’s cousin by growing ramps from seeds 
and bulbs to study the germination time 
of the plant. Th is is a free event; no regis-
tration is needed. VT requires face masks 
in public spaces, so everyone will need to 
wear a mask at this event. Parking passes 
will be provided to attendees.

Throughout November:
Donate your old sneakers
Th e RADical Change Commission 

and GotSneakers have partnered up to 
promote healthy communities with cre-
ative recycling. Th is sneaker drive fund-
raiser keeps sneakers out of landfi lls and 
reduces toxic chemicals from being re-

leased into the air and soil. All sneakers 
from the drive are recirculated to people 
who want quality, reusable footwear at 
aff ordable prices or repurposed into new 
surfaces such as playgrounds and tracks.

Donors are asked to please wash their 
old shoes before dropping them off  at 
the following locations: Unity Chris-
tian Church, 400 Tyler Ave. (corner of 
Tyler and Clement), Radford, Monday 
through Th ursday from 8 a.m. until 4 
p.m. and Friday from 8 a.m. until 2:30 
p.m. Th e bin is located at the offi  ce door 
facing Moe’s Southwest Grill and Th e 
Shelter, 1205 Downey St., Radford. Th e 
bin is located on the front porch; drop-
off  hours here are any time day or night. 
Sneakers will be collected through Nov. 
30. Th ey can be in any size or condition.

Help Veterans with Your Donations
All the month of November, at the 

Meadowbrook Public Library, a collec-
tion point for items needed at the VA 
Medical Center in Salem. Th e following 
items are needed: deodorant, denture 
adhesive, 3 in 1 body wash/shampoo/
conditioner, body lotion, toothpaste, nail 
clippers, sweatpants, sweatshirts, t-shirts 
(size M, L, XL) , and new baseball caps.

Ongoing:
Get your passport at the Radford 

Public Library
Radford Public Library is a Passport 

Acceptance Offi  ce. Call (540) 731-3621 
to set up an appointment time.  If you are 
planning overseas travel, it’s important to 
get your passport as early as possible be-
cause it can currently take up to 18 weeks 
to receive your passport.

“Paper Alchemy” exhibit
Currently on display in the gallery in 

the Covington Center at Radford Univer-
sity. Th is is an exhibition of jewelry and 
other objects made from Th urmanite®, 
a material invented by James Th urman, 
an artist who teaches at the University 
of North Texas. Th urmanite is a unique 
composite material made of layers of re-
cycled paper bonded together with an en-
vironmentally friendly plant-based resin. 
“Paper Alchemy” is a dynamic demon-
stration of the artists’ range of inventive 
problem-solving and creativity.

two

Montgomery RSVP holds 
volunteer recognition

Approximately 40 vol-
unteers participated in 
the recent Montgomery 
County Retired and Se-
nior Volunteer Program’s 
(RSVP) second drive-
thru recognition event.

Montgomery County 
Administrator Craig 
Meadows joined the or-
ganization in recogniz-
ing  41 volunteers who 
have reached milestone 
years of service. A state-
ment from RSVP said, 
“We had hoped to be 
able to give the years of 
service certificates to you 
in person at our annual 
recognition banquet. If 
your name is listed, you 
can request to pick up 
your certificate from the 
RSVP office by Nov. 19 
or you will receive your 
certificate by mail.”

The RSVP offices are 
located at 10 Pepper St. 
SE # D in Christians-
burg.

Recognized with cer-
tificates at the drive-
thru event were Ethel 
Young, 20 years; Bev. 
Bridges and Phyllis Lutz, 
15 years; Barbara Kyle, 
Brenda Lyons, Emily 
Bender, Fran Hart, Jan 
Marks, Kathy Young, 
Marilyn Hill, Mary Ad-
kins, Meg Peterson, 
Mendel Hess, Mick 
Gregory, Myra Lux, Pat 
Somerville, Raymond 
Lyons, Regina Howard, 
Sally Anna Stapleton, 
Sharon Schutt, and Shir-
ley McPherson, 10 years; 
and Alan Miller, Angela 
Little, Betty Garard, 
Betty Greene, Elizabeth 
Trutt, Hugh VanLand-
ingham, James Stilwell, 
Jan Jackson, Joanne 
Jackson, John Zeckos-
ki, Joyce Kelley, Judith 
Rowe, Marilyn Zeck-
oski, Martha Carpenter, 
Mary Ford, Mary Skutt, 
Nola Elliott, Patricia 
VanLandingham, Thea 
Ann Reid, and Victoria 
McLaughlin, five years.

Montgomery County Administrator Craig Meadows 
participated in Montgomery’s Retired and Senior 
Volunteer Program (RSVP) volunteer recognition by 
signing the Years of Service Awards.

RSVP Coordinator Mandy Hayes and RSVP Volunteer 
Joan Grayson were on hand for the organization’s 
recent Years of Service Awards recognition.

RSVP Program Assistant Ava Stilwell poses with RSVP 
Volunteer Carol Cornish. Years of Service awards were 
presented to volunteers for 20, 15, 10, and five years 
of service.
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APX Services LLC 
540-566-6920575 Arbor Drive, 

Christiansburg
www.nrvsuperbowl.biz

Call 382-5525 for more information

IT’S PARTY TIME AT THE 
SUPERBOWL!

Businesses – Celebrate with your co-workers 
and family for a Thank You Party with all
The Trimmings – Bowling, Games, Food, 

and Fun of all Kinds!

Parents, Grandparents and Kids
Celebrate this year with a party for your 

friends. Video games, bowling, fun, 
food and more!

Call 382-5525 to 
reserve your party

1-on-1 help in person, online, or over the phone 

JESSICA PISENTI 

540-742-4487, TTY: 711 

VA Lic. # 727810 Authorized Agent 

As a local Anthem Medicare representative, I 
can help you choose a plan with the benefits 
you deserve for the coming year. 

jessica.pisenti@anthem.com 

Hay disponibles servicios de traducción; póngase en contacto con el plan de salud o su agente. For costs, exclusions, limitations, terms, and complete 
details of coverage, please contact your agent or the health plan. Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the trade name of Anthem Health Plans of 
Virginia. Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield, serving all of Virginia except for the City of Fairfax, the Town of Vienna, and the area east of State Route 
123, is an independent licensee of the Blue Cross Blue Shield Association. Anthem is a registered trademark of Anthem Insurance Companies, Inc.  

Y0114_22_3000321_I_C_1015 10/01/2021 1033967MUSENMUB_1015 

Let’s explore your Medicare plan options 

60970289-135590414 

Lillith is a purrecious gal looking for a 
cozy home to spend her senior years. 
She loves affection and a warm lap 
to sit on. Care may need to be taken 
when carrying her as she has occasional 
aches and pains. Lillith is litter trained 
and gets along with other cats. Her 
adoption is sponsored by Montgomery 
County Friends of Animal Care and 
Control.

Wittle is a younger dog in search of 
her furever home. She has a sweet 
personality and is friendly and curious 
with humans. She prefers to interact 
with them far more than with other dogs. 
Wittle is treat-motivated and will do her 
best to sit still when a yummy snack is 
at stake.

PETSOFTHEWEEK
Each week the paper features pets from the Montgomery County Animal Care and 

Adoption Center (480 Cinnabar Road, Christiansburg). Th ose interested in adopting a pet 
can call 382-5795 or visit www.montgomerycountyva.gov/acac. Hours are 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Monday through Friday and 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. Walk-ins are welcome. 

VTTI from page 1

dations to improve training on rap-
idly changing safety protocols. 

The project, led by VTTI re-
searcher Tammy Trimble, examines 
emergency response scenarios that 
resulted in a curriculum for first re-
sponders regarding automated driv-
ing systems and advanced driver as-
sistance systems vehicles. 

Trimble has personal motivation 
for ensuring the safety of first re-
sponders. Her dad was a volunteer 
firefighter when she was younger, 
and her family friend is a full-time 
paramedic.

“By conducting this research, it’s 
great to know that I am helping first 
responders stay safe on the job,” said 
Trimble, senior research associate 
for the institute’s division of data 
and analytics. “Being able to discuss 
training needs and the uncertainty 
around these technologies with first 
responders and work to develop cur-
riculum that can keep them safe and 
informed on advanced technology 
vehicles has been a great opportu-
nity.”

In addition to this project, Trim-
ble also co-led a project to collabo-
rate with first responders to identify 
key operational scenarios that could 

be affected by the implementation of 
automated driving systems and ad-
vanced driver assistance systems in 
vehicles.

“The rise of automated vehicle 
technology creates new opportuni-
ties to prevent crashes and acceler-
ate efforts to reach our goal of zero 
roadway deaths, but this technology 
also poses new problems for public 
safety officials,” said GHSA Execu-
tive Director Jonathan Adkins.

The VTTI report includes recom-
mended curriculum topics: under-
standing the differences between and 
capabilities of vehicles with different 
technologies, identifying vehicles 
with automation technologies on 
the road today, understanding gov-
ernmental responsibilities regarding 
vehicle oversight, anticipating future 
technology deployment, interacting 
with such vehicles, and understand-
ing and accessing data.

Through the development of cur-
riculum and training programs for 
these automated technology ad-
vancements, Trimble hopes to reduce 
and eliminate roadside fatalities and 
injuries as new transportation re-
lated technologies are implemented 
into vehicles.

United Nations touts Virginia Tech mining engineering 
class as model of sustainability education

A Virginia Tech professor and a 
handful of international collabo-
rators have gone global with their 
work to educate a new generation of 
mining engineers,  and they’ve gar-
nered United Nations recognition 
for it.

Emily Sarver, an associate profes-
sor of mining and minerals engi-
neering in the Virginia Tech College 
of Engineering, has been developing 
the transdisciplinary course, Sustain-
able Development of Mineral and 
Energy Resources, since 2013. 

With help from instructors in 
Colombia, Chile, and Colorado, 
Sarver teaches students from four 
institutions the importance of devel-
oping socially responsible, environ-
mentally sound mining operations 
that benefi t companies, host com-
munities, and the world.

Recently, the global development 
community took notice. Th e U.N.-
affi  liated Sustainable Development 
Solutions Network (SDSN) recog-
nized the course for its promotion 
of 17 Sustainable Development 
Goals that have been adopted by 
the U.N.’s 193 member nations. In 

June, the SDSN designated the class 
as an offi  cial case study in education 
that incorporates the goals — in-
cluding climate action, clean energy, 
and economic growth — making it 
a model for sustainability-focused 
education around the world.

“For me, it feels like a little vali-
dation that we’re doing something 
diff erent, something right,” Sarver 
said. “And recognition from outside 
the fi eld of mining, in this case, is 
particularly important. Th at’s a key 
element of sustainable development 
work: It needs to be broadly mean-
ingful.”

Few things are as globally impor-
tant as mining.

Much of the technology powering 
sustainable development depends on 
extracting critical minerals such as 
copper and cobalt. Everything from 
solar panels and wind turbines that 
generate renewable energy to lithi-
um ion batteries that power electric 
cars rely on mining these materials.

But done irresponsibly, mining 
can be destructive. For Sarver, “the 
driving question is, if we’re going 
to do something that we can never 

undo, how can we make sure that 
everyone that should benefi t, does 
and certainly that no one is harmed 
by our activities?”

And for the next generation of 
mining engineers and researchers, 
such as Virginia Tech doctoral stu-
dent Festus Animah, ensuring those 
resources are extracted in ways that 
protect the local environment and 
uplift smaller economies is para-
mount. Animah specializes in mine 
ventilation research, an area of study 
particularly important in his native 
Ghana.

“I want to be helpful to my coun-
try because my country has a lot of 
gold mines where they have a lot of 
dust issues,” Animah said. 

To be a skilled professor, research-
er, and mining consultant, Animah 
said it was important for him to 
take a mining development course 
that not only crosses continents, but 
transcends disciplines. “Th is is the 
way forward for future teaching and 
learning,” he said.

To date, the course has enrolled 
about 150 students of at least 10 na-
tionalities.

PHOTO BY TONIA MOXLEY FOR VIRGINIA TECH.
Emily Sarver (left) and Festus Animah in the mock 
mine pits currently under construction in Holden Hall 

As the weather cools, Virginians urged to keep fi rewood local
Crisp fall temperatures 

give Virginians a timely 
excuse to build and burn 
real wood fi res for relax-
ing or heating, and quality 
fi rewood is essential.

Fortunately, Virginia 
has more than 16 million 
acres of forestland and is 
home to over 350 species 
of trees, most of which can 
be used for fi rewood in 
some capacity.

With a bountiful natu-
ral supply and a plentiful 
stockpile made available 
by local timber produc-
ers, forestry offi  cials are 
reminding Virginians to 
purchase local fi rewood 
this fall and winter.

“We prefer to see people 
buy fi rewood from their 
local area,” said J. Miller 
Adams, a forester with the 
Virginia Department of 
Forestry and a member of 
the Virginia Farm Bureau 
Federation Forestry Advi-
sory Committee. “Or they 
can purchase from a pro-
ducer who can heat-treat 
and package wood to make 
sure it’s safe to be trans-
ported to other areas.”

He explained that it’s 
usually fi ne to move fi re-
wood within a local area. 
“Th e problems tend to 
arise when people take 

fi rewood and go a long dis-
tance with it, for instance, 
when they camp,” he said.

Among the possible is-
sues caused by hauling 
timber is the increased risk 
of transporting invasive 
pests and harmful tree dis-
eases. In Virginia, there are 
established quarantine ar-
eas for emerald ash borers, 
European gypsy moths, 
pine shoot beetles, and 
spotted lanternfl ies, as well 
as the thousand cankers 
disease, which harms black 
walnut trees.

To mitigate the poten-
tial spread of these pests 
and diseases, fi rewood 
generally should remain 
within 10 miles of its 
source and not be moved 
farther than 50 miles away.

Sabina Dhungana, 
VDOF forest utilization 
and marketing program 
manager, noted buying 
local fi rewood promotes 
healthy forest manage-
ment and directly supports 
Virginia tree farmers.

Timber producers and 
other merchants often sell 
fi rewood by specifi c spe-
cies or as mixed wood, and 
the fi rewood typically is 
sold pre-seasoned, which 
means it’s ready to burn.

For the best heating 

experience, Dhungana 
recommended Virgin-
ians purchase hardwoods, 
which burn cleanly and 
slowly, and provide plenty 
of warmth for the colder 
months ahead.

“Oak, hickory and ma-
ple are species that grow in 

Virginia and are great for 
fi rewood,” she said. “Most 
fi rewood sold in Virginia 
is either red oak or white 
oak because of their den-
sity, which is a quality that 
makes the species desir-
able. For indoor applica-
tions, hardwood is the way 

to go.”
Virginians who don’t 

have access to private for-
estland can visit a Virginia 
state forest to cut their 
own timber in designated 

areas with a fi rewood per-
mit. Permits are issued by 
VDOF, and more infor-
mation can be found by 
emailing stateforest@dof.
virginia.gov.

Virginia is home to more than 350 species of trees, 
most of which can be used for firewood.
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OPINION

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Nuclear undersea weapon
 5. President of Syria al-__
10. Partner to fl ows
14. “Snow” in Welsh
15. Famed Mexican painter
16. Song
17. ticks outward from the 
crown
18. Doddering
19. Resist authority (slang)
20. Antsy
22. Wrath
23. Spills the beans
24. Past
27. The woman
30. One has 24 hours
31. Talk
32. It can sting
35. Astronomy unit
37. Halfway
38. Chinese dynasty
39. Australian river
40. Software to transfer audio 
(abbr.)

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

41. Fabric
42. Crucifi x
43. Defunct European 
economic group
44. “Hotel California” 
rockers
45. Michael Knight’s car
46. Actress Ryan
47. A digital tape recording 
of sound
48. Insecticide
49. Scientifi c instrument
52. Golden-__ corn
55. Israeli city __ Aviv
56. Sword
60. Ottoman military title
61. Aromatic plants
63. Cold wind
64. Large, semiaquatic 
reptile (slang)
65. Political unit
66. Indiscreetly reveal 
secrets
67. Comfort food dish
68. Actress Zellweger

69. Romanian city
CLUES DOWN
 1. One point east of southeast
 2. Italian monetary unit
 3. Warship prison
 4. Tropical American tree
 5. Alias
 6. Normal or sound powers 
of mind
 7. English county
 8. Not compatible with
 9. Female deer
10. Not late
11. La __ Tar Pits, Hollywood
12. “Jupiter’s Legacy” actress 
Leslie
13. Impudence
21. Advises
23. Founder of Babism
25. A baglike structure in a 
plant or animal
26. Male parent
27. A type of plug
28. Capital of Vietnam
29. Fungal disease

32. Shelter
33. Finished
34. Excrete
36. Unhappy
37. Partner to cheese
38. Coffee receptacle
40. Spend time dully
41. Makes full
43. Snakelike fi sh
44. Take in solid food
46. __ student, learns healing
47. A way to take away
49. Impart a lesson to
50. “Transformers” actress Fox
51. Spiritual leader
52. Every one of two or more 
things
53. Indian city
54. 17th stars
57. Weapon
58. Amounts of time
59. Isodor __, American Nobel 
physicist
61. Soviet Socialist Republic
62. Witness

WalletHub ranks Virginia Beach among best cities for veterans
According to the Veterans 

Association and reported by 
the personal finance website 
WalletHub, there are over 19 
million veterans currently liv-
ing in the U.S. These veterans 
often face a host of challenges 
when re-entering civilian life. 
Despite Uncle Sam’s promises 
to provide health care as well 
as housing, employment and 
educational assistance upon 
their return from service, 
some cannot secure health-
care, jobs, or shelter.

To help military veterans 
find the best places in which 
to settle down, WalletHub 
compared the 100 largest U.S. 
cities across four key dimen-
sions and 20 key indicators 

of livability, affordability, and 
veteran-friendliness.

Virginia Beach emerged as 
one of the best cities for vet-
erans, coming in at No. 8 in 
WalletHub’s rankings.

The website goes on to say 
that although unemployment 
and homelessness declined na-
tionally for veterans in recent 
years, the unemployment rate 
did rise during the COVID-19 
pandemic. The good news is 
that the unemployment rate 
for veterans has now fallen to 
3.9%, compared to 4.8% for 
the overall population. On the 
other hand, veteran homeless-
ness is still a big problem, and 
there were already over 37,000 
homeless veterans even before 

the pandemic. Some states of-
fer better conditions for those 
who have served our country, 
though.

The four dimensions Wal-
letHub used to determine its 
rankings were 1) employment, 
2) economy, 3) quality of life 
and 4) health. The website 
then evaluated those dimen-
sions using 20 relevant met-
rics.

Within the employment 
dimension, the metrics used 
were the share of military 
skill-related jobs, the vet-
eran unemployment rate, 
job growth, and the veteran-
owned businesses per veteran 
population.

Within the economy di-

mension, WalletHub used the 
following metrics to deter-
mine its rankings of the best 
cities for veterans: housing 
affordability, veteran income 
growth, the share of veter-
ans living in poverty, educa-
tional opportunities, the me-
dian veteran income, and the 
homeless veterans per 1,000 
veterans.

Within its quality of life 
dimension, WalletHub em-
ployed the following metrics 
for its survey: veteran popula-
tion, projected veteran popu-
lation growth, family-friend-
liness, retiree-friendliness, 
restaurants that offer military 
discounts per veteran popula-
tion, and arts and entertain-

ment establishments that offer 
military discounts per veteran 
population.

WalletHub used the fol-
lowing metrics in the health 
dimension: the percentage of 
residents who are fully vac-
cinated, VA Benefits Admin-
istration facilities per veteran 
population, VA health facili-
ties per veteran population, 
and the quality of the VA 
health facilities.

The cities across the coun-
try that ranked higher than 
Virginia Beach for places vet-
erans would do well to settle in 
were 1) Tampa, Fla. 2) Austin 
3) Scottsdale, Ariz. 4) Raleigh 
5) Gilbert, Ariz. 6) Lincoln, 
Neb. and 7) Madison, Wisc.

Gleaners pick farm-fresh produce for food banks for those in need
Virginia farmers are 

helping food banks of-
fer clients fresh, regionally 
grown food by allowing 
groups to glean after they 
harvest.

At Parker Farms in 
Westmoreland County, 
30 volunteers from Eliza-
beth Ann Seton Roman 
Catholic Church in Prince 
William County recently 
gleaned dozens of bush-
els of sweet corn after the 
biggest ears had been har-
vested by Parker Farms 
employees. Th ey combed 
the fi elds for smaller, but 
equally nutritious, ears left 
behind by the harvesting 

equipment.
Th e church’s pastor, Fa-

ther Brian Bashista, said 
the charitable hands-on ex-
perience goes beyond writ-
ing a check. “We’ve had it 
on our heart to farm-glean 
for a couple years and fi -
nally connected with the 
wonderful folks here,” he 
said. “Th ere are very gener-
ous farm owners who allow 
this to happen.”

With such abundance in 
this country, Bashista said, 
it’s amazing how much 
goes to waste.

It’s a simple concept. 
Th ere is enough fresh pro-
duce for food-insecure Vir-

ginia families, but complex 
logistical challenges can 
prevent perishable items 
from getting from farms to 
plates.

Food banks historically 
have stocked products that 
are shelf-stable. Yet more 
than 1 million Virginians 
who are most likely to ex-
perience food insecurity are 
at higher risk of diet-related 
illnesses such as diabetes 
and heart disease, according 
to the Federation of Virgin-
ia Food Banks.

“Increasingly, we’re see-
ing the connection between 
health outcomes and diet,” 
said Katie Mandes, director 
of marketing and strategic 
initiatives for the federa-
tion, an organization serv-
ing food banks statewide. 
“We are pushing hard to 
create a more nutritious 
diet for those who visit food 
banks. However, the turn-
around time has to fall into 
place with fresh food that 
requires refrigeration, so 
there are a lot of logistical 
components.”

Th e federation’s seven 
food banks work with 1,500 
partner agencies like com-
munity and church pantries 
that pick up the food for 
local distribution. Behind 
the scenes, food-sourcing 
specialists, growers, and 

gleaners coordinate with a 
fl urry of phone calls and 
countless volunteer hours 
to make it happen.

Mandes said the food 
bank world previously re-
lied on grocery store dona-
tions of excess fresh prod-
uct, but pandemic-related 
supply chain problems cut 
into that source. “One of 
the lessons we learned be-
cause of the pandemic is 
that if you can have fresh 
food that is local there is 
less opportunity for that 
supply to be interrupted,” 
Mandes said.

Ramping up eff orts to 

work with the farming 
community to source fresh 
food has become a priority 
for the federation. Its lead-
ers work with legislators to 
develop policy tools that 
help farmers off set the costs 
of gleaned produce, like 
the Virginia Ag Food Assis-
tance Program bill signed 
by Gov. Ralph Northam 
in June. Th e legislation 
works in tandem with 
Virginia’s food crop dona-
tion tax credit by making 
funds available to farmers 
for harvesting, processing, 
packaging, and transport-
ing surplus product.

“Farmers are often will-
ing to donate their excess 
product, but it’s not free,” 
Mandes said. “We’d love to 
see the farming communi-
ty plant extra crops in ad-
vance, where a percentage 
goes to food banks.”

An extended distribu-
tion partnership that in-
cludes Feed More, the Vir-
ginia Peninsula Food Bank, 
the Blue Ridge Area Food 
Bank and the Food Bank of 
Southeastern Virginia and 
the Eastern Shore each year 
saves 450,000 to 650,000 
pounds of fresh produce 
from being plowed under.

Through a statewide partnership that includes the Blue Ridge Area Food Bank, 
gleaners each year save 450,000 to 650,000 pounds of fresh produce from being 
plowed under.

Plentiful harvests expected 
for Virginia cotton, peanuts

According to the lat-
est NASS crop progress 
report, Virginia’s entire 
peanut crop is in fair or 
better condition with 
85% rated good or ex-
cellent.

Fifty-five percent of 
the state’s peanuts have 
been harvested this fall, 
a 31% increase from 
this time last year and 
a 3% increase over the 
five-year average.

Virginia’s cotton har-
vest is only 18% com-
plete, but 97% of the 
crop is in fair to excel-
lent condition, and 69% 
is in good or excellent 
condition.

Joseph Barlow, who 
serves on the Virginia 

Farm Bureau Federation 
Cotton Advisory Com-
mittee, explained it’s 
too early to predict how 
the state’s cotton crop 
will pan out.

However, he men-
tioned an above-average 
crop year is within reach 
if dry and mild weather 
continues, which would 
be a boon for growers 
who took a loss last year.

“That would be phe-
nomenal,” Barlow said. 
“There were many peo-
ple, ourselves included, 
who were hurt bad last 
year. And with prices 
where they’re at right 
now, there’s money to 
be made with a decent 
crop.”

Following a year 
plagued with wet weath-
er and numerous set-
backs, Virginia cotton 

The latest National Agricultural Statistics Service crop 
reports rated 97% of Virginia’s cotton crop good or 
excellent and 85% of the commonwealth’s peanut crop 
to be in good or excellent condition.

and peanut farmers are 
anticipating a successful 
fall harvest.

In its crop produc-
tion forecast released 
recently, the National 
Agricultural Statistics 
Service reported Vir-
ginia farmers expected 
to harvest 133 million 
pounds of peanuts this 
year, up 19% from last 
year. Cotton produc-
tion also is projected to 
increase drastically at 
160,000 bales, a 26% 
upturn from 2020.

Dell Cotton, execu-
tive director of the Vir-
ginia Peanut Growers 
Association, said it could 
be a banner year for pea-
nut farmers.

“I don’t see why our 
farmers can’t match what 
USDA has us projected 
at, which is to produce 
4,600 pounds to the 
acre,” he said. “This year 
has been very similar to 
2019, which was when 
we set the current record 
at 4,650 pounds pro-
duced per acre. Give us 
one more week, and I ex-
pect we’ll be close to that 
number again.

“It’s been a good sea-
son for peanuts, nice and 
dry for easy harvesting,” 
Cotton said. “There’ve 
been a few challenges 
with some cotton grow-
ing again due to the hot-
ter weather, but other 
than that, we’re just 
waiting on the bolls to 
open up and the lint to 
fluff out. Farmers should 
be out picking in the 
next week or so.”
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You have the opportunity to purchase a stunning farm for sale in Pulaski County 
VA. This property features 415 +/- acres of open and wooded land. Ut would be 
great for farming and has Little Creek running through. The wooded portion of 
the property had timber cut 50 years ago. Great pastureland and fencing make 
this property even more desirable! The property is located across from 1909 Lit-
tle Creek Road, Dublin VA and between 2056 and 1702 Little Creek Road Dublin 
VA. The property has a lot of road frontage on Little Creek Road and adjoins Jef-
ferson National Forest. Perfect for use as a private recreational retreat, a farm, or 
for building your dream country home!
Survey for property is in progress. Auctioneer and Seller estimate property to be 
415 acres approximately. Auction is online only and bids placed are by the acre. 
Sales price will be determined when survey is complete by taking price per acre 
x acreage + 10% Buyer’s premium. Small cabin by creek will be removed prior to 
closing. Property is currently leased and being used for cattle. The lease runs out 
May 31st 2022, buyer may look into continuing lease as tenant keeps up fencing 
and property maintenance.

Preview – Friday November 5th  @ 3 PM
 
Terms – 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to fi nal high bid to arrive at con-
tract price. Earnest Money Deposit of $20,000 required day of sale. Close in 45 
days. Subject to seller confi rmation.  Property sold as is, where is with any and 
all faults. Buyer is expected to complete their own due diligence. Download 
Bidder Information Pack for complete terms and conditions, purchase contract 
and maps. Pulaski County GIS is not accurate because property being sold is a 
portion of property shown on GIS. Refer to bidder pack for maps, Online Bid-
der Agreement, and Sample Purchase Contract. Purchasers are expected to read 
entire bidder pack and purchase contract prior to bidding. Bidding will be by 
the acre. Final purchase price will be calculated prior to closing by taking bid 
price per acre plus 10% Buyer’s Premium multiplied by acreage on fi nal survey 
provided by seller prior to closing. Contract will be subject to no more than 10% 
variance from 415 acres shown on maps provided in bidder pack.

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
Ends Thursday November 11th @ 4 PM

Gorgeous 415 Acre Farm for Sale
Little Creek Rd. Dublin VA 24084

Bid Now at VaAuctionPro.com

102 S. Locust Street, 
Floyd, VA  24091
(540) 745-2005

VaAuctionPro.com
Lic# 2907004059

Contact – Broker & Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at 
540-239-2585 or email gallimore.matt@gmail.com; 

Darrell Hylton Realtor at 540-250-0850 
or email dwh@swva.net

Name: _________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________

City: _____________________State: ___________Zip: ___________ 

Telephone: ______________________________________________      

Check Enclosed _____ or call (304) 647-5724 to pay by credit card

Mail to:  Circulation Department, NEWS MESSENGER, 
P.O. BOX 429, Lewisburg, WV  24901 or call us at (304) 647-5724. 

SUBSCRIPTION TO NEWS MESSENGER

DIGITAL ONLY
DIGITAL

& PRINT PRINT ONLY

One Year 
Digital Subscription 

$29.00

Subscribe online at montcova.com or mail to address below

YOUR LOCAL NEWS
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Yearly Print & Digital 
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$72.00

Dr. Wornie Reed was presented the Nannie R. Hairston 
Community Service Award for service to the NAACP.

The banquet’s keynote speaker was Dr. N.L. Bishop. 
Among his many accomplishments is his role as 
the first Black officer of the Christiansburg Police 
Department.

NAACP from page 1

the New River Valley is 
immeasurable. As a found-
ing member of the Dia-
logue on Race leading the 
Law Enforcement Issue 
Group, Dr. Reed has been 
instrumental in the work-
ing relationship between 
our law enforcement and 
the community. He has 
been called upon to serve 
on multiple forums as the 
leading expert on policing 
issues. As a contributor 
to the Roanoke Tribune, 
weekly articles on issues 
regarding race, equity, in-
clusion, and politics help 
illuminate issues and pro-
vide clarity and under-
standing.

Dr. Reed is Professor 
of Sociology and Africana 
Studies at Virginia Tech 
and is the Director of the 
Race and Social Policy Re-
search Center. His scholar-
ly work includes books on 
employment discrimina-
tion, racial profi ling, and 
health disparities among 
African Americans.

Th e father of two sons 
and the husband of Mil-
dred, Reed is a Silver Life 
subscribing member of 
the local NAACP branch, 
has served as an Executive 
Committee Member-at-
Large, and as advisor for 
the VT college chapter of 
NAACP. He is currently 
a member of the board of 
the ACLU-VA.

Reliford Sanders in-
troduced the program’s 
keynote speaker, Dr. N.L. 
Bishop. In 1975, Dr. Bish-
op became the fi rst Afri-
can-American member of 
the Christiansburg Police 
Department and served as 
a police offi  cer and crimi-
nal investigator until leav-
ing to pursue a career in 
healthcare administration.

In 2010, he broke an-
other barrier by being 
appointed the third presi-
dent and fi rst Black Presi-
dent of the Jeff erson Col-
lege of Health Sciences. 
Dr. Bishop’s most recent 
trailblazing role is as the 
inaugural Chief Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion Of-
fi cer of Carilion Clinic.

Speaking on the theme 
“Are You With Us?”, Dr. 
Bishop described the in-
surrection at the nation’s 
capitol last January, and 
recent attempts to recast 
this criminal event as 
somehow honorable or 
heroic. He compared this 
with long-standing at-
tempts to re-imagine the 
corrupt ideologies that 
fueled slavery and the 
South’s role in the Civil 
War as somehow ones that 
were virtuous and even 
righteous and resulted in 
the Civil War taking on 
the term, “Lost Cause.” 

He talked about his de-

cades of trying to under-
stand that term engraved 
in the Confederate monu-
ment on Christiansburg’s 
town square. From that 
corner as a child watch-
ing parades, later directing 
traffi  c in his role a Chris-
tiansburg police offi  cer, 
and then in daily runs 
by this same monument, 
he always questioned the 
term. Th is was while also 
questioning what he was 
taught in history classes 
during Jim Crow segrega-
tion and the way the inhu-
manity of the slavery era 
was minimized.

He was pleased when 
the request to add story 
boards adjacent to the 
Confederate monument 
was so well supported 
and unanimously passed 
by the town council, and 
with the hopeful message 
it sends. Bishop asked his 
listeners to join him in 
celebrating the plan to 
add storyboards that will 
recount the local history 
of Black enslavement and 
subsequent liberation, 
cultural life, and the con-
tributions that Blacks have 
made to local history, of-
ten through the work of 
the Christiansburg Insti-
tute. Dr. Bishop empha-
sized the importance of 
teaching honest and accu-
rate history, even when it 
is painful to hear. Th e full 
story needs to be told.

In his role with Caril-
ion Clinic, Dr. Bishop was 
instrumental in helping to 
roll out the COVID vac-
cine in Roanoke and the 
NRV. He was especially 
concerned to ensure that 
people without easy ac-
cess to computers, people 
who were suspicious of 
the vaccine, and people 
from a variety of back-
grounds had equal access 
and would show up to be 
vaccinated. In his offi  cial 
role as an advocate for di-
versity, equity and inclu-
sion, he noted its impor-
tance not only in health 
care, but in business and 
in education as well.

In concluding, he chal-
lenged his audience to stay 
in the struggle and take a 
stand for values that cre-
ate a world that is more 
inclusive and equitable. 
He closed with a favorite 
quote of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr.’s: “Make a 
career of humanity. Com-
mit yourself to the noble 
struggle for human rights. 
You will make a greater 
person of yourself, a great-
er nation of your country 
and a fi ner world to live 
in.”

Th e program concluded 
with words from President 
Travis, who thanked the 
sponsors, attendees, and 

The branch’s new life-members were recognized at the banquet.

organizers of the banquet, 
and asked once again 
“Are you with us?” to in-
spire our commitment to 
continuing work for civil 
rights and the betterment 
of all people in the New 
River Valley.

Th e branch usually 
holds its general body 
meetings on the fourth 
Sunday of each month at 
3:30 p.m. on Zoom. Ev-
eryone is welcome. For 
information on joining 
the meetings or joining the 
branch as a member, con-
tact dhtravis@yahoo.com.
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STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

B U S I N E S S 
S E R V I C E S 
D I R E C T O R Y

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the 
old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  
knocking loud

 and clear.

389-9355

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

House-hunting 
couldn’t 

be easier.

Lesley Owens Ins Agency Inc
Lesley Owens, Agent
8202-A Williamson Rd, Roanoke, VA 24019
Bus 540-366-6384   Fax 540-366-6625
1451 W Main St, Salem, VA 24153
Spartan Square Shopping Center
(540) 404-3694
lesley.owens.hy9j@statefarm.com

Thank you for your loyalty.  We appreciate you.

Honest 

Evaluations
!

Free Tree 
Inspections!

SATISFACTION TREE SERVICE

Call 540-387-2288 for more information

Call David  (540) 473-3713
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ADVERTISE!

The best place to 
find it, sell it, buy it, 

and announce it.

To place your ad, call 389-9355

MAKE AN 

“A”
IN ADVERTISING!

BOOK YOUR 
SPOT TODAY!

To place 
your ad, 

call 389-9355

Yard Sales - 
Botetourt County

Living Estate  
Tag Sale

Yard Sales - 
Radford City

Estate/Tag Sale  

Yard Sales - 
Roanoke County

5 Generation  
Estate Sale 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

David Boush

WELCOME TO TRILLIUM HILLS FARM

  o o(V
A

 #
32

1)
 

REAL ESTATE AUCTION

382± Acres of Fenced Pastures and Mature Hardwoods, 
3500± SF Log & Stone Home with Heated Indoor Pool. 1200± 
SF 1.5 Story Home (Tract 3 sells ABSOLUTE). Multiple Out-
buildings, Pond, Streams, Trails, Abundant Wildlife & Views! 
Off ered in 5 Tracts. Property address: 185 Trillium Hills Way, 
Fincastle, VA 24090
Preview Land at Your Leisure. Agents Onsite: Nov. 7, 

Nov. 14, Nov. 21 from 2-5 PM

5% Buyer’s Premium

TRACT 4 TRACT 3

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ014302-05-00 

Legals - City of 
Salem

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION

Case No. CL21-404 

Help Wanted - 
Clerical

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Quality Inn Radford 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ014314-06-00 

in re

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ014314-04-00 

in re

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ014314-05-00 

in re

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ014315-06-00 

Help Wanted - 
General

Legals - Botetourt 
County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ014315-05-00 

in re

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ014315-04-00 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ014313-03-00 

in re

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ014313-04-00 

in re

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ014302-04-00 

in re

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Wanted - To Rent

Needing To Rent 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ004795-06-00 
TAP (Total Action for 
Progress) is the second 
largest community action 
agency in Virginia, 
employing more than 300 
employees. We 
encourage people to think 
creatively, grow 
professionally, and make 
a positive impact within 
the agency and in the 
communities in which we 
serve. 

HR Administrative 
Assistant 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

Notice of Public 
Sale 

Legals-
City of
Salem
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Send community news and photos 

to communitynews@ourvalley.org

Protect the
ones you love,
get your 
flu shot
today.

@vaccinatevirginia

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

| Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5++

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

e only  2The 
leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 
rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group 
in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 
41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 
2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 
176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Reg-

262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND 
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

STATEWIDE  
ADS

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  
Advertise your upcoming 
auctions statewide and in 
other states.  Affordable 
Print and Digital Solu-
tions reaching your tar-
get audiences. Call this 
paper or Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPER-
LINK “mailto:landonc@
vpa.net” landonc@vpa.
net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFil-
ter estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Sen-
ior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-877-614-6667

GENERAC Standby Gen-
erators provide backup 
power during utility power 
outages, so your home 
and family stay safe and 

comfortable. Prepare now. 
Free 7-year extended war-
ranty ($695 value!). Re-
quest a free quote today! 
Call for additional terms 
and conditions. 1-877-636-
0738

The Generac PWRcell, 
a solar plus battery stor-
age system. SAVE mon-
ey, reduce your reliance 
on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power 
your home. Full installa-
tion services available. $0 
Down Financing Option. 

Request a FREE, no ob-
ligation, quote today. Call 
1-833-688-1378

Dont let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone who 
struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or 
wants to regain access 
to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-888-
510-0805

RECRUITMENT

HIRING? We can help 

you  ll your open posi-
tions! Promote job listings 
regionally or statewide! 
Affordable Print and Dig-
ital Advertising Solutions 
reaching job seekers. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark 
at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPER-
LINK “mailto:landonc@
vpa.net” landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncontested, 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court 

appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-
one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 
757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member.  
HYPERLINK “https://
h i l tonol iverattorneyva.
com” https://hiltonoliverat-
torneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life Insur-
ance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to 
help pay funeral and other 
 nal expenses. Call Physi-

cians Life Insurance Com-
pany- 844-509-1697 or
visit  HYPERLINK “http://
w w w. L i f e 5 5 p l u s . i n f o /
vapress” www.Life55plus
info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence and
mobility with the com-
pact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen
One. Free information
kit! Call 888-608-4974

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

STATEWIDE  
ADS

To place your ad, call 540-389-9355 
MAKE AN “A” IN ADVERTISING!

OBITUARIES
Bingham, Jo Ann Morehead

Jo Ann Morehead Bing-
ham, 85, of Radford, com-
pleted her earthly journey 
to join Our Lord in her 
heavenly home on Friday, 
Oct. 29, 2021.

Jo was born July 29, 
1936, one of six children to 
the late Peter Harrison and 
Mary Zelda Morehead. In 
addition to her parents, she 
was preceded in death by 
her beloved husband of 60 
years, John Charles “Jay” 
Bingham; sisters Evelyn Hope Cooke and 
Adeline Dallas Merrix; brothers Jennings 
Donnell Morehead and Harry Max-
well Morehead; a niece, Nancy Caroline 
Scott; and nephews Danny Lee Cooke 
and Harry Donald Morehead.

Left to cherish her memory are a broth-
er, Charles Douglas Morehead Sr. (Rob-
in); nieces and nephews Stanley More-
head, Mark Morehead, Eddie Morehead, 
Harry Morehead Jr., Mary Colley, Mike 
Merrix, Sandy Merrix, Charles Morehead 
Jr., Robert Morehead, John Harrison 
Morehead, Mary Walsh, Andrew More-
head, and Evan Morehead, and a special 
cousin, Mary Phyllis Strock.

Jo worked with C & P Telephone be-

fore launching a success-
ful career in real estate. A 
pioneering young woman, 
she started Mountain View 
Realty, serving Radford 
and surrounding areas. 
With real estate as the plat-
form, she was able to do 
what she loved the most: 
help people. Remember-
ing her humble beginnings 
growing up on a farm in 
Bland County, she always 
gave back by sponsoring 

many scholarships at Radford Univer-
sity and New River Community College. 
Although Jo was recognized with many 
awards for her work in real estate and her 
charitable contributions, her family was 
always her greatest achievement.  

Th e family will receive friends on 
Th ursday, Nov. 4, 2021, at 1 p.m. at Mc-
Coy Funeral Home, Blacksburg, where 
funeral services will be held at 2 p.m. 
Entombment will follow at Highland 
Memory Gardens.

In lieu of fl owers, memorial contribu-
tions may be made to the Morehead Fam-
ily Cemetery Fund, c/o Patricia More-
head, 192 Mill Bank Lane, Austinville, 
VA 24312.

Cox, Elsie Mae Fain
Elsie Mae Fain Cox, 84, 

passed away at her home in 
Christiansburg surrounded 
by her family on Friday, 
Oct. 29, 2021.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Charlie and Elsie Fain; 
her husband, Kelly Calvin 
Cox; and 19 brothers and 
sisters.

Survivors include her 
sons and daughters-in-law, 
Calvin Lee Cox, Marlon 
and Tammie Cox, and Joel and Terrie 
Cox; daughters and sons-in-law, Barbara 
and Robert Minnick, Shari DeCosta, 
and Marlene and Chris Smith; 12 grand-
children; 20 great-grandchildren; three 

great-great-grandchildren; 
a sister, Libby Th ompson; 
and many other relatives 
and friends.

Th e family would like 
to thank Good Samaritan 
Hospice for all their love 
and care.

Th e family received 
friends on Tuesday, Nov. 
2, 2021, at the Mullins 
Funeral Home in Radford, 
followed by funeral servic-
es with Pastor Jerry Collins 

offi  ciating. Interment followed in High-
land Memory Gardens in Dublin.

Th e Cox family is in the care of Mul-
lins Funeral Home & Crematory in Rad-
ford.

Hvozdovic, Joan Louise Fulmer
After a gallant fi ght, Joan 

Louise Fulmer Hvozdovic 
slipped peacefully away in 
Blacksburg on Oct. 23, 
2021, surrounded by her 
loving family and devoted 
fur companion, Hokie.

Born in 1944 as the 
daughter of an Army offi  -
cer, Joan was raised around 
the world. She attended 
Radford College where she 
met the love of her life, 
Michael Hvozdovic. She 
graduated in 1966 with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in early childhood education, 
lifelong friends, and an engagement.

As a devoted mother of three and a 
military wife, she embraced the challenges 
of many Air Force moves with Mike. Her 
passion for shopping took her into English 
antique shops, Native American fi nds in 
Arizona, Disney collectibles in California, 
and shell décor in Florida.  Her bulging 
bags of treasures were matched only by 
her generosity to share her purchases with 

family and friends.
Returning to where it 

all began, Joan lovingly 
opened the “Hokies Ho-
tel,” reuniting Mike’s team-
mates in their home for 
ball-game weekends. She 
thrived on tailgates and 
decking everyone in orange 
and maroon, infecting all 
with the Hokie spirit.

Joan was preceded in 
death by her husband of 
50 years, Mike, and her 

parents, John and Helen Fulmer. She is 
survived by her three daughters, Michelle 
(husband Jeff ), Kristine (husband An-
drew), and Jennifer, including grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren, and her 
brother, Robert and his wife Eleanor, and 
numerous nieces and nephews.

Services will be held at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery at a later date. In lieu of 
fl owers, please donate to Carilion Hospice 
Foundation (https://carilionfoundation.
org/hospice).

Sutherland, Harold Gray “Mousie”
Harold Gray “Mousie” 

Sutherland, 90, passed away 
Th ursday, Oct. 28, 2021.

A member of Central 
United Methodist Church 
and retired from Inland 
Motors/Kollmorgen, he was 
preceded in death by his 
wife of 60 years who passed 
away in May of 2021, Lois 
Sutherland; his parents, 
Harry H. and Callie Frances 
Nichols Sutherland; broth-
ers Boyd, Roy, and Frank 
Sutherland; and sisters Blanche Sutherland, 
Mary Bell Sutherland, and Helen Hines.

Harold “Mousie” Sutherland was born 
in Radford and lived in Radford his entire 
life. He worked at Inland Motors/Kollmor-
gen as a tester and technician for over 45 
years where he tested specialized motors 
that were used in a variety of applications, 
including military and NASA space pro-
grams.  

Harold was an avid sports fan and es-
pecially enjoyed following Radford High 
School and Virginia Tech college sports, 
as well as New York Yankees and Atlanta 
Braves baseball. He also enjoyed caring for 
the many cats and dogs that he and his wife 

had as pets over the years. 
He enjoyed going around 
town to local businesses and 
talking to people almost ev-
ery day.

Harold was blessed 
with good health his entire 
life and was able to do the 
things that he enjoyed until 
the week he passed away.  

Survivors include his 
daughter and son-in-law, 
Jennifer and Matt Newbill 
of Roanoke; two grand-

daughters, Bethany and Callie Newbill; a 
sister-in-law, Audrey Jennelle of Radford; 
and many other relatives and friends.

Th e family received friends on Monday, 
Nov. 1, 2021, at Central United Methodist 
Church of Radford. Funeral services fol-
lowed with Pastor Don Smith offi  ciating. 
Interment followed in West View Cem-
etery in Radford.

In lieu of fl owers, the family requests 
that contributions be made to Central 
United Methodist Church, P.O. Box 611, 
Radford, VA 24143.

Th e Sutherland family is in the care of 
Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory in 
Radford.

Be sure to ‘Like’ the 
 News Messenger on Facebook.



News Messenger • Wednesday, November 3, 2021 • Page 9www.ourvalley.org

Montgomery Sports

Christiansburg rolls to 
win over Cave Spring

Christiansburg’s Stephan Myrthil stretches across the goal line with two Cave 
Spring defenders in tow. Myrthil scored two touchdowns Friday night.

Travis Altizer (left) and Kenyon Johnson-Buchannon (right) double team to tackle 
a Cave Spring running back in the Blue Demons’ 37-14 win Friday night.

Week 10 in high school football: Postseason time

The playoff picture became 
a lot clearer this past week as 
three of the county’s and city’s 
teams are headed to the post-
season. 

With Christiansburg’s win 
over Cave Spring, the Blue 
Demons locked down home 
field advantage through the 
Region D playoffs. Mean-
while, Radford’s loss to Glen-
var will still give the Bobcats 
one game at home, but the 
road could still go through 
Glenvar.

Eastern Montgomery could 
be headed to the Class 1 re-
gion C playoffs for the first 
time since 2011. 

Blacksburg and Auburn 
will be left sitting at home 
watching the area’s other 
schools making a run. 

Those latter two open the 
door for several questions. 
Auburn faces some major ob-
stacles with the lack of num-

bers and whether that will 
continue next year. Similar 
schools like Bland and Craig 
have taken several years off 

before being able to field a 
football team.

This comes with a “why” 
as Auburn has had back-to-
back state champions in vol-
leyball for the girls and both 
baseball and basketball for 
the boys. The school recently 
announced a decision not to 
field a wrestling program this 
winter. 

In Blacksburg, Coach Ed-
die Sloss has had consecutive 
winless seasons. He is 19-12 
in four seasons and took over a 
program that had won a State 
Class 4 title and had a second 
deep run the year after. Ear-
lier this week, Blacksburg for-
feited a game to Salem.  This 
week, Sloss will try to pick up 
a win against Cave Spring in 
a situation that could dictate 
his future at the school.

Area Top Five: 1) Salem, 2) 
Christiansburg, 3) Glenvar, 

4) Giles, 5) Radford. 
Games this week:

Cave Spring (2-5) at 
Blacksburg (0-8)

Last week: Both of these 
teams are finding it tough 
to pick up wins as last week 
Cave fell to Christiansburg 
37-14, and Blacksburg took 
its eighth loss of the year at 
the hands of Hidden Valley 
35-0. Christiansburg held 
Cave to 21 yards rushing in 
the loss.

Prediction: Blacksburg 21, 
Cave Spring 20.

Christiansburg (8-1) at Pu-
laski (4-5)

Last week: Christians-
burg took out Cave Spring 
as Stephen Mrythril (15 for 
175) and Kenyon Johnson-
Buchannon (10-132) led 
a school record 342 yards 
rushing in a game. Mrythril 
scored three times. Tanner 
Evans also added 73 yards on 
five carries. The defense held 

Cave to 154 yards of total of-
fense with four sacks.

Patrick Henry took out Pu-
laski in a 42-13 contest as the 
Cougars were limited to 37 
yards passing but managed 
201 on the ground with John 
Lyman putting up 154 yards. 

Prediction: Christiansburg 
38, Pulaski 30.

Parry McCluer (6-3) at 
Eastern Montgomery (5-4)

Last week: Eastern Mont-
gomery set themselves up for 
a chance at a Pioneer District 
title (3-1 in district play) and 
an appearance in the postsea-
son with a 25-22 win over 
Covington. Seth Burleson 
continued his campaign for 
offensive player of the year 
with 28 carries for 219 yards 
and three touchdowns. Eli 
Brown added 107 yards on 11 
carries in the win. 

Parry McCluer rolled to a 
49-0 win over Bath County 
as seven different players 
scored in the romp. The last 

time Eastern Montgomery 
was able to pull off a win over 
Parry McCluer was in 2008, 
35-28 in the spring. 

Prediction: Eastern Mont-
gomery 27, Parry McCluer 
24.

Radford (7-2) at James 
River (5-4)

Last week: James River 
pulled out a 16-13 win over 
Carroll County and, like 
Radford, has only one loss 
in Three Rivers District play. 
James River quarterback 
James Hammons passed for 
264 yards in the win. Jake 
Bailey caught seven passes for 
135 with a touchdown. 

Radford lost on a game-
ending touchdown by Glen-
var. Quarterback Marcell 
Baylor rushed nine times for 
183 yards that included a 
52-yard score with less than 
two minutes to go in the ball 
game for a temporary lead.

Prediction: Radford 30, 
James River 29.

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

PHOTOS BY KYMN DAVIDSON-HAMLEY
Eli Brubaker (left) blocks for running back Tanner Evans who had 73 yards on five 
carries with a touchdown in the Blue Demons’ win that upped their record for the 
season to 8-1. 

Local gymnasts move 
on to college stage

Two local athletes who 
trained at Virginia Tech-
niques in Christiansburg 
have announced commit-
ments to continue their ca-
reers in college.  Kaiya Wynn 
will attend Converse College 
while Adrianna Hoff man is 
headed to Towson State. 

Gymnastics was not of-
fered at either girls’ high 
school, Hoff man at Chris-
tiansburg and Wynn at 
James River.

Hoff man said Virginia 
Techniques has played a 
very important part in her 
life and has been a second 
home. “I have met so many 
amazing people and have 
had many amazing coaches 
that have each played such 
an important role in my 
life,” she said.

Wynn agreed the gym has 
had an extremely positive 
impact on her life. “I fi rst 
started out at another gym 
and I went there for seven 
years. I then switched to VA 
Techniques, and it has defi -
nitely changed my life for 
the better. Th ey are so kind 
and respectful and will drop 
anything to help you. Th ey 
care so much about not only 
your gymnastics but your 
personal life, too, and over-
all, they are the best gym,” 
she said.

Hoff man, who started 
the sport when she was three 
years old, was a 2019 na-

tional qualifi er. 
Wynn is no longer do-

ing what most people know 
as “true” gymnastics, and in 
college is switching to acro 
and tumbling, a subcategory 
of gymnastics that combines 
gymnastics tumbling, acro-
batic lifts, pyramid lifts, aeri-
al tosses, and choreographed 
skills team routines.

Th e focus in both acro 
and gymnastics is strength, 
balance, and fl exibility, but 
the diff erence in execu-
tion lies in the transition of 
movement.  For many, the 
diff erence is described as 
“Gymnastics is a sport and 
Acrobatics is an art.”

Currently, 30 colleges 
sponsored by the NCAA 
have acro and tumbling pro-
grams, four of them at the 
Division I level.

Converse is coming off  
the fi rst tournament and 
league championship since 
being introduced at the 
school in 2017.

Acrobatics and tumbling 
is the evolution of diff erent 
forms of gymnastics. Teams 
compete in six events: com-
pulsories, acro, pyramid, 
toss, tumbling, and a team 
event. Th e skill sets of tum-
bling and acrobatics are the 
athletic aspects of cheerlead-
ing. Lifts and tosses seen in 
cheerleading are acrobatics’ 
gymnastics skills. Competi-
tors in this sport demon-
strate signifi cant strength, 
power, fl exibility, and bal-
ance in their performances.

Converse is a part of the 
National Collegiate Acro-
batics and Tumbling Asso-
ciation (NCATA).

“My goals for that at the 
moment are to get used to 
the sport and succeed the 
best I can, to take correc-
tions respectfully, to try to 
fi x them as soon as possible, 
and to be the best I can be 
with the help of my coaches 
and teammates,” Wynn said.

Both athletes are follow-
ing in the footsteps of an-
other outstanding gymnast 
from Virginia Techniques. 
Rayna Worley, who is now 
at the University of Ken-
tucky, was recognized as 
one of the most outstanding 
freshmen in the Southeast-
ern Conference. UK’s team 
was ranked ninth nationally.

Wynn, who has a partial 
scholarship for academics 
and athletics at Converse, 
plans to major in biology/
chemistry as a gateway into 
forensic science. Hoff man 
is leaning toward biology at 
Towson State.

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

RU holds basketball fan fest

Jackie Christ (left) defends the goal 
against Rachel LaLonda in the women’s 
scrimmage at Radford University’s 
Fan Fest Thursday. RU fans received 
an early look at this year’s teams 
during open scrimmages and other fan 
activities.

PHOTOS BY KYMN DAVIDSON-HAMLEY
In the men’s scrimmage at RU’s Fan Fest, 
Seminole Florida Community College 
transfer Roshaun Black attempts a dunk 
against the pressure of Shaquan Jules’s 
defense.

CROSSWORD ANSWERS
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Protect the
ones you love,
get your flu 
shot today.

@vaccinatevirginia

Remember:
December 7:  Pearl Harbor Day

January 6:  U.S. Capitol Day

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Keeping your 
smile healthy 
for a lifetime. 
We are happy to welcome   
Lindsey Berndt, DMD, to The 
Community Health Center of 
the New River Valley.
Dr. Berndt received her DMD 
from the University of New 
England after attaining her 
undergraduate in Biology from 
Ferris State University. Prior to 
joining us, she was Resident 
Dentist for Carilion Dental 
Care in Roanoke.
She has also volunteered for 
the Rescue Mission’s Dental 
Clinic, The Autism Society of 

Maine, and Special Olympics. Dr. Berndt enjoys working 
with patients of all ages and looks forward to serving your 
family.

Lindsey Berndt, DMD

MEDICAL  |  DENTAL   |   BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

Community Health Center accepts patients with or without insurance.

HAVE YOU GOTTEN YOUR COVID VACCINE? 
If you haven’t gotten your Covid vaccine, we 
encourage you to get one now. Your Covid vaccine 
provides good protection against all known strains  
of the variant. Even if you get sick, you are far less 
likely to end up with a serious illness or in the 
hospital. Help protect yourself, your family, and  
our community by getting a vaccine. 

Register online at chcnrv.org.

chcnrv.orgLike us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/NRVCHC/

GILES CENTER  |  540.921.3502  
219 South Buchanan Street  |  Pearisburg, VA 24134

MONTGOMERY CENTER  |  540.381.0820 
215 Roanoke Street  |  Christiansburg, VA 24073

RADFORD/PULASKI CENTER 
540.585.1310 
5826 Ruebush Road  |  Dublin, VA 24084

Auburn wins MED volleyball 
championship to remain unbeaten

Auburn’s Allyson Martin had 15 kills and 11 digs in Thursday’s MED championship 
game won by the Eagles against Giles 25-17, 25-20, 25-18.

The Auburn High School Eagles are the undefeated 2021 Mt. Empire District 
regular season and tournament champions. Team members pictured with their 
trophy are (front row, left to right) Anna McGuire, Sara Albert, Stacy Lewis, 
Charity Spencer, and Madison Ketterer; (back row, left to right) are Briel 
Underwood, Avery Zuckerwar, Emma Vance, Kelsey Groseclose, Allyson Martin, 
Kenzie Swicegood, Haley Hollins, Kaitlyn Lytton, and Madeline Lavergne.

PHOTOS BY ASHLEY AKERS
Anna McGuire had 22 assists and 11 digs as the Eagles claimed the district 
championship with the straight-set win. 

Ninety-seven anglers take part 
in Tony Huddleston Trout Rodeo

Luke and Jayna Williams receive some 
help during the fish day at the Izaak 
Walton Pond from Star City Bassmaster 
Representative Hayden Hart. Jayna 
took second place in the 7 to 9 age 
group while Luke finished third.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CHRISTIANSBURG PARKS AND 
RECREATION

Rylan Hubble was one of the 97 participants 
in the 2021 Tony Huddleston Trout rodeo, 
sponsored by the Christiansburg Parks 
and Recreation Department. 

Th e recent 2021 Tony 
Huddleston Trout Rodeo 
at the Izaak Walton Park 
in Christiansburg drew 
97 participants. Th e top 
fi nishers in the 4-6 age 
group were Kandin Mul-
lins, fi rst, with 2.579 lbs.; 
Brody Witmer, second, 
with 2.579 lbs.; and Jor-
dan Austin, third, with 
2.142 lbs.

Reeling in the fi sh in 

the 7-9 age group were 
Emersyn Davis, fi rst, 
2.644 lbs.; Jayna Wil-
liams, second, 2.428 lbs.; 
and Luke Williams, third, 
2.33 lbs.

In the 10-12 age group, 
the top fi nishers were 
Bradley Brumfi eld, fi rst, 
2.810 lbs.; Colton Wil-
liams, second, 2.422 lbs.; 
and Reid Scott, third, 
2.404 lbs.

In the 13-15 age group, 
the top anglers were 
Landon Marrs, 2.36 lbs.; 
Callie Gallimore, 2.27 
lbs., and Teaghan Wilson, 
2.18 lbs.

Th e “Big Fish” award 
was won by Landon Marrs 
who reeled one in at 2.36 
pounds. Th e smallest fi sh 
award was hooked by Por-
ter Lyon with a new event 
record of .306 pounds. 

Ronnie Worrell nails hole 
in one at Auburn Hills

PHOTO COURTESY OF AUBURN HILLS GOLF CLUB
Ronnie Worrell made a hole in one recently at Auburn Hills Golf Club.

Be sure 

to ‘Like’ 

the  News 
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on Facebook.




