
Radford City Council 
Member Onassis Burress has 
resigned to pursue a job op-
portunity in Florida.

Burress submitted his 
letter of resignation eff ec-

tive Oct. 31, ending his 
four-year term after only 15 
months.

According to Radford 
Voter Registrar Tracy How-
ard, Radford city code 
24.2-228 states the remain-
ing members of the council 
“have 45 days to appoint 
an interim member; if the 
members of the body can-
not agree, then the judges 
of the circuit court shall ap-
point. Th e appointee shall 
serve only until a member is 
elected at the next ensuing 
special election.”

Th e next council election 
will be held in November 
2022.

“Whoever is elected in 
Nov. of 2022 would take of-
fi ce immediately upon qual-
ifi cation and once sworn in 
would serve the remainder 
of the term until Dec. 31, 
2024,” said Howard.

According to Radford 
Public Information Coordi-

nator Jenni Wilder, “Burress 
stated in his letter of resig-
nation that he has accepted 
a new job position in North-
ern Florida and will be mov-
ing from the area.”

“Radford will always hold 
a special place in my heart 
and life as it welcomed me 
in with open arms and al-
lowed me to serve the city 
in various capacities,” said 
Burress. “For that, I will be 
forever grateful.”

During his tenure on the 
council, Burress served on 
the Recreation Commis-
sion. He also served on the 
Radford Chamber of Com-
merce Board of Directors 
and as the chamber’s presi-
dent before taking offi  ce on 
the city council.

Radford Mayor David 
Horton wished him well. 
“We are thankful for Mr. 
Burress’s service to Radford 
and wish him the best on his 
new endeavor,” Horton said.
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RADFORD -- Two recent af-
ternoons’ worth of eff ort will send 
a nourishing ripple eff ect out of 
the heart of Radford University 
and across the city that surrounds 
it, putting hundreds of meals 
into the hands and bellies of local 
school kids.

Th at was the result of the Rad-
ford Gives Back canned food 
drive, which recently marked its 
sixth year.

About 150 university students 
took part in the event and brought 
10,810 items of donated food into 
the Student Recreation and Well-
ness Center.

During the event’s closing hour, 
Highlanders formed a reverse 
“bucket brigade” and divided the 
supplies up into 300 bags, each of 
which contained the elements of a 
meal: fruits and vegetables, a pasta 
entree, soups, snacks, peanut but-
ter and more.

One hundred and fi fty of those 
bags went home to Radford Pub-

lic School students, and the other 
150 will be delivered soon, ac-
cording to Jenny Riff e, class of 
‘03, whose program, Bobcat Back-
packs, accepts and coordinates the 
donations year-round.

Riff e, along with Jane Fisher 
‘94, M.S. ‘00, and Daniela Brun-
ner ‘98, founded the nonprofi t or-
ganization in 2016. It has received 
mass donations through Radford 
Gives Back each year since.

“We were thrilled that this 
campus-wide initiative, which was 
started by the previous administra-
tion, was so wholeheartedly sup-
ported,” Riff e said. “It’s wonderful 
to know that the university’s com-
mitment to serving the children of 
Radford will continue.”

Student volunteers on Oct. 28 
formed a reverse “bucket brigade” 
to quickly bag 300 individual 
meals, which will be distributed to 

BLACKSBURG -- Dele-
gate Chris Hurst (D-Radford) 
Wednesday conceded the race 
for Virginia House District 12, 
which represents the city of Rad-
ford, Giles County, and portions 
of Montgomery County and Pu-
laski County.

With 32 of 32 precincts re-
porting and counted, including 
both early voting and election-
day votes, Hurst’s challenger, 
Jason Ballard, had 13,849 votes 
or 55 percent of the total while 
Hurst finished with 11,142 votes 
or just under 45 percent of the 
vote total. 

In conceding his defeat, Hurst 
issued the following statement:

“This morning, I tried to reach 
Delegate-elect Jason Ballard to 
congratulate him on last night’s 
results, and I hope we have the 
chance to talk soon. I wish him 
and his family well and that they 
may continue the progress the 
New River Valley has seen. 

“I first ran for office because 
Southwest Virginia supported 
and prayed for me during my 
time of need in 2015 after the 
murders of Alison Parker and 
Adam Ward. I wanted to give 
back to a community that has 
given me so much,” Hurst said. 
“The New River Valley allowed 
me the chance to serve when I 

was first elected in 2017, and I 
am forever grateful and indebted 
to each person in our beautiful 
valley. Thank you for the privi-
lege and the honor of serving. 

“Thank you to the thousands 
of supporters that have helped 
build a grassroots movement that 
demanded more of their govern-
ment and went to work to make 

Veterans Day events planned 
for Virginia Tech community

Virginia Tech will honor 
Veterans Day and the ser-
vice of our nation’s military 
on Th ursday, Nov. 11 with 
the following events:

Burruss Hall
Burruss Hall, the main 

administration building on 
Virginia Tech’s Blacksburg 
campus, will be lit in green 
on Nov. 10-11 in honor of 
Veterans Day.

Virginia Tech Corps of 
Cadets Veterans Day Re-
membrance Ceremony

At 10:30 a.m. at the War 
Memorial Chapel on the 
Blacksburg campus. Col. 
Gregory Lowe, commander 
of Virginia Tech Air Force 
ROTC Detachment 875 
and a 1997 graduate of the 
Corps of Cadets, will speak. 
Th e event is open to the 
public.

Beginning at 11 a.m., 
the memorial wreath will 
be placed in front of the 
cenotaph on War Memorial 
Court. Th e Gregory Guard, 

the corps’ precision rifl e 
drill team, will fi re a rifl e sa-
lute, and a bugler will play 
taps.

Later that day, the corps 
will welcome Homer Hick-
am, a 1964 corps alumnus 
and part of the trio of ca-
dets who created the fi rst 
Skipper, the famed Corps 
of Cadets’ cannon. He is 
a VietNam veteran, a re-
tired NASA engineer, and 
the best-selling author of 
the memoir “Rocket Boys,” 
which was adapted into the 
blockbuster movie “Octo-
ber Sky.” Sign up to attend.

In addition to the events, 
cadets will participate in 
two vigils that honor Vet-
erans Day. Th e Robert 
Femoyer Service Squadron 
will hold a 24-hour Veter-
ans Day vigil at the Rock, a 
memorial to Virginia Tech 
alumni lost in World War 
I, on Upper Quad. Th e vigil 
also honors and remembers 
the men and women who 
have served in the military.

Th e Corps of Cadets’ 
Echo Company will hold a 
vigil at the Pylons. Two ca-
dets will be posted as guards 
at the cenotaph and will 
change every hour for 48 
hours.

Pamplin College of Busi-
ness Salute to Veterans Day: 
Th e Embodiment of Ut 
Prosim (Th at I May Serve)

From 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
in the Pamplin Auditorium 
(Blacksburg); remote view-
ing will be available at the 
Falls Church campus

Homer Hickam will 
speak during this event. He 
will be joined by Wanda 
J. Smith, associate profes-
sor emerita of management 
and an Army veteran; Rob-
ert Sumichrast, dean of the 
Pamplin College of Busi-
ness; members of the Pam-
plin Veterans Day Program 
Steering Committee; and 
additional speakers. Reg-
istration is free. Sign up to 
attend.

Radford City Council 
member Burress resigns

Chris Hurst concedes 
House District 12 race

A wreath is placed in front of the cenotaph during the 2019 Veterans Day Remembrance 
Ceremony. Photo by Shay Barnhart for Virginia Tech.

Delegate Christ Hurst has 
conceded the race for Virginia 
House District 12, which includes 
the City of Radford, Giles County, 
and portions of Montgomery and 
Pulaski counties.

Radford city council member 
Onassis Burress has resigned 
to pursue a new job position 
in Florida.

Highlanders lend hands 
(and cans) at Radford 
Gives Back food drive

About 150 university students took part in Radford Gives Back late 
last month and brought 10,810 items of donated food into the Student 
Recreation and Wellness Center.

See Food Drive, page 4

Mike Barber, Leslie Hager-Smith win re-election
Incumbents Mike Barber 

and Leslie Hager-Smith were re-
elected Tuesday as the mayors of 
Christiansburg and Blacksburg 
respectively.

Barber won with 4,753 votes, 
53% of the total, outpolling Joha-
na Hicks (2,866, 32%) and Sam-
uel Bishop (1,313, 15%). Hager-
Smith received 5,746 votes, 70% 
of the votes cast, while Mohsen 
Manteghi fi nished with 2,517 
votes, 30% of the total.

Elected to fi ll the three open 
seats on the Christiansburg 
Town Council were Tanya Hock-
ett (4,490, 25%), Tim Wilson 
(3,232, 18%), and Anthony 
Woodyard (2,792, 16%).

Linwood Hudson won the 
race for the Montgomery County 
School Board District A seat, out-
polling Karen Myers 2,723, 58% 
to 1,972, 42%.

Incumbent Jamie Bond won 
re-election to the school board’s 

District D seat with 3,943 votes 
(65%) to challenger Travis Wil-
liams’s 2,156 votes (35%).

Incumbent Nick Rush did not 
seek re-election to the seat in the 
Virginia House of Delegates from 
District 7, which encompasses all 
of Floyd County and portions of 
Montgomery and Pulaski coun-
ties. Republican Marie March 
won the election with 21,075 
votes (66%), defeating Democrat 
challenger Derek Kitts (10,842, 

34%).
Local voters cast 17,013 votes 

for Republican Glenn Youngkin 
in the Virginia governor’s race. 
Th at was 52% of the vote total. 
Democrat Terry McAuliff e re-
ceived 15,171 votes (43%), and 
Independent Princess Blanding 
pulled 370 votes or one percent of 
the total.

In the Virginia attorney gen-
eral’s race, local voters gave the 
edge to Republican Jason Miyares 

over incumbent Democrat Mark 
Herring 19,191 votes (55%) to 
15,581 votes (45%).

Local voters chose Republican 
Winsome Sears over Democrat 
Hala Ayala in the Lt. Governor’s 
race, 16,837 (55%) to 13,736 
(45%).

Source: Williamson, Jeff . “Vir-
ginia General Election Results 
from Montgomery County on 
Nov. 2, 2021,” WSLS-10.

See Hurst, page 4
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Saturday, Nov. 6:
Radford Library Book Sale
Th e Radford Public Library will hold 

a book sale on Saturday, Nov. 6, from 
10 a.m. until 5 p.m. Hardback books 
will sell for $1.00 and paperbacks for 
$.50. Children’s books are half the price 
of adult books. Please wear a mask and 
come support the Radford Public Li-
brary.

DIY a Room from Gabby’s Dollhouse
At the Meadowbrook Public Library 

at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. Make a cat-tastic 
room of miniatures inspired by the show 
Gabby’s Dollhouse. All materials will 
be provided. Th e maximum is 10 par-
ticipants per time slot. Registration is 
required.    

 
PAWS to Read - Dog Edition
At the Blacksburg Library at noon. 

Come read to Derek the therapy dog.  
Registration is required.

Teen Dungeons and Dragons
At the Blacksburg Library at 2 p.m. 

Teens.  Dungeons.  Dragons.
 
Dyslexia Awareness
At the Blacksburg Library at 2 p.m. 

Dyslexia is a specifi c learning disabil-
ity that is neurobiological in origin. It is 
characterized by diffi  culties with accu-
rate and/or fl uent word recognition and 
by poor spelling and decoding abilities. 
Th is presentation will discuss the charac-
teristics of dyslexia, the common myths, 
and various interventions. An extensive 
resource list will be provided.

Sunday, Nov. 7:
Chess Club
At the Blacksburg Library at 3 p.m. 

Kids and teens ages eight years and up 
are welcome to come sharpen their chess 
skills and enjoy playing with others. Sup-
plies will be provided. All skill levels are 
welcome.

Monday, Nov. 8:
STEM Club
At the Christiansburg Library at 1 

p.m. Explore science, technology, en-
gineering, or math in this homeschool 
STEM. Ages 8 and up.

Tuesday, Nov. 9:
Th e Sons of Confederate Veterans 

meeting
Th e Sons of Confederate Veterans, 

Stuart Horse Artillery Camp 1784 will 
meet at 7 p.m. at Aly’s Italian Family 
Restaurant at 3204 Riner Rd. Members 

of the United Daughters of the Confed-
eracy (UDC) are invited. Member Wil-
liam Reed will give a talk on “Confeder-
ate Small Arms.” For further information 
call 540-320-4315 or 540-239-9864.

Talking About Books Nonfi ction: I’m 
A Stranger Here Myself

At the Blacksburg Library at 11 a.m. 
To be discussed is “I’m A Stranger Here 
Myself ” by Bill Bryson. Call (540) 552-
8246 to reserve a copy.

 
DIY Board Games
At the Blacksburg Library at 4:30 p.m. 

Nov. 7-13 is International Games Week. 
Celebrate by creating your very own 
board game. Supplies will be provided. 
Registration is required. Email mroach@
mfrl.org for more information.

 
Essential Oils
At the Christiansburg Library at 7 

p.m. Learn more about essential oils. A 
diff erent topic is featured every month.

Wednesday, Nov. 10:
Computer Basics: Part 2
At the Meadowbrook Public Library 

at 10:30 a.m. Th is is a continuation of 
an Introduction to Computer Basics. 
Th is course will cover Microsoft Offi  ce 
applications, navigating the internet, 
emailing, basic information about smart-
phones, and using a smartphone for 
computing.

 
Evening Book Talk:  Jesmyn Ward
At the Christiansburg Library at 11 

a.m. Jesmyn Ward will appear at the Moss 
Art Center to discuss her whole body of 
work.  Library copies of her book in ad-
vance of the discussion may be found at 
https://go.mfrl.org/jesmynward. Infor-
mation, and tickets for the Moss Center 
event can be found at https://artscenter.
vt.edu/performances/jesmyn-ward.html.

 
Loops Group with New River Art 

and Fiber
At the Blacksburg Library at 2 p.m. 

Participants may bring their latest proj-
ect every Wednesday from 2 to 4 p.m. for 
group knitting and chatting.

A Vision of Education:  Edgar A. 
Long Book Launch

At the Meadowbrook Public Library 
at 6 p.m. Th is book launch marking the 
release of the second edition of “A Vision 
of Education: Selected Writings of Edgar 
A. Long” is hosted by the Christiansburg 
Institute. Th e second edition was made 
possible by a grant from the Virginia 
Humanities. Th e fi rst edition, also grant 
funded by the Virginia Humanities, 
was originally published in 2001 by the 
Christiansburg Institute and was edited 

by Anna Fariello.

Thursday, Nov. 11:
Noise alert: Cadet Rifl e Salute
Th e Virginia Tech Corps of Cadets’ 

Gregory Guard will fi re a rifl e salute at 
about 11 a.m. Th ursday, Nov. 11, at the 
Pylons as part of the university’s Veterans 
Day remembrance ceremony.

Monday, Nov. 15:
Crafternoon at the Radford Public 

Library
Join the library staff  for an afternoon 

of crafting from 1 to 2:30 p.m. Th e li-
brary will off er a variety of collections, 
both books and databases, to help par-
ticipants fi nd just the right craft to suit 
them.  Some supplies will be available 
to take home. Adult coloring supplies 
and coloring books will be available. 
Come make a new friend or just enjoy 
a little peace and quiet. Needle projects 
and other indoor crafts are encouraged. 
Adults only.

Wednesday, Nov. 17:
Hahn Horticutlture Garden In-Per-

son Learn at Lunch
“Ramps” with Pabitra Aryal from 

noon to 1 p.m. Aryal is a Ph.D. candidate 
in the College of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences’ School of Plant and Environ-
mental Sciences who is researching the 
onion’s cousin by growing ramps from 
seed and bulb to study the germination 
time of the plant. Th is is a free event with 
no registration needed. VT requires face 
masks in public spaces, so everyone will 
need to wear a mask at this event. Park-
ing passes will be provided to attendees.

Throughout November:
Donate your old sneakers
Th e RADical Change Commission 

and GotSneakers have partnered up to 
promote healthy communities with cre-
ative recycling. Th is sneaker drive fund-
raiser keeps sneakers out of landfi lls 
and reduces toxic chemicals from being 
released in the air and soil. All sneakers 
from the drive are recirculated to people 
who want quality, reusable footwear at 
aff ordable prices or repurposed into new 
surfaces such as playgrounds and tracks.

Th ose making donations are asked 
to please wash their old sneakers before 
dropping them off  at either of the fol-
lowing two locations: Unity Christian 
Church, 400 Tyler Ave. (corner of Ty-
ler and Clement) in Radford Monday 
through Th ursday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
and Friday from 8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Th e 

bin is located at the offi  ce door facing 
Moe’s Southwest Grill; and Th e Shelter, 
1205 Downey St., also in Radford. Th e 
bin is located on the front porch. Drop-
off  hours at this location are anytime 
day or night. Sneakers will be collected 
through Nov. 30. Th ey can be any size 
in any condition.

Help the Veterans with Your Dona-
tions

All month at the Meadowbrook Pub-
lic Library. Th e library is a collection 
point for items needed at the VA Medi-
cal Center in Salem.  Bring donations 
of the following items to the library 
during the month: deodorant, denture 
adhesive, 3 in 1 body wash/shampoo/
conditioner, body lotion, toothpaste, 
nail clippers, sweatpants, sweatshirts, t-
shirts (size M, L, XL) , and new baseball 
caps.

No brush collections in November
Christiansburg public works crews 

will not be collecting brush this month 
due to equipment failure. Brush collec-
tion will resume in December once re-
pairs are completed.

Ongoing:
Second annual Radford holiday dis-

play contest
Th e Radford Chamber of Commerce’s 

second annual holiday display contest is 
underway as Radford businesses and res-
idents are urged to come up with their 
best window or home displays. Th e entry 
fee is $25, and the entry deadline is Nov. 
30 with decorations required to be up 
by Dec. 10. Public voting will then take 
place from Dec. 10 through Dec. 22.

Get your passport at the Radford 
Public Library

Radford Public Library is a Passport 
Acceptance Offi  ce. Call (540) 731-3621 
to set up an appointment to secure a 
passport. Th ose planning overseas travel 
should get an appointment as soon as 
possible because the current waiting pe-
riod is up to 18 weeks.

“Paper Alchemy” exhibit
Currently on display in the gallery 

in the Covington Center of Radford 
University. Th is is an exhibition of jew-
elry and other objects made from Th ur-
manite®, a material invented by James 
Th urman, an artist who teaches at the 
University of North Texas. Th urmanite 
is a unique composite material made 
of layers of recycled paper bonded to-
gether with an environmentally friendly 
plant-based resin. “Paper Alchemy” is a 
dynamic demonstration of the artists’ 
range of inventive problem-solving and 
creativity.

Warm Hearth Village observes 15th anniversary of Rock Steady Boxing

Rock Steady boxers Leon Geyer and Jean Witt participate in the program, which is 
designed to improve the physical skills of those battling Parkinson’s.

Warm Hearth Village’s 
Rock Steady Boxing pro-
gram (RSB) turned 15 in 
October. Th e program is 
specifi cally designed to im-
prove the physical skills of 
persons struggling with Par-
kinson’s.

Warm Hearth fi tness 
director Kenny Harrah 
brought the program to 

Warm Hearth Village, 
and he and his assistants, 
Marcus Burks and Jes-
sica Robinson, are certifi ed 
RSB coaches. Th ey have 
been leading some 30 par-
ticipants through jump-
ing, squatting, lunging, 
and other drills aimed at 
relieving the symptoms of 
Parkinson’s and strengthen-

ing the body as part of the 
non-contact boxing-based 
curriculum. 

Eight of the Warm 
Hearth Rock Steady boxers, 
along with fi ghters from 
around the world, joined 
the celebration via an hour-
long Zoom class on Oct. 
14.

 “Our class jumped, 

threw punches, dodged 
punches, kicked, stretched, 
and sweated for the entire 
hour,” Robinson said. “At 
the end, we sang ‘Happy 
Birthday’ and closed the 
session with our fi sts held 
high, yelling ‘Rock Steady!’”

WHV Fitness uses its 

resources and practical 
tools in conjunction with 
RSB to encourage and en-
hance fi ghters’ experience 
and overall well-being. “It 
is so rewarding to see this 
program improve lives. We 
also off er support groups 
for anyone with Parkinson’s 

and for their caregivers,” 
Robinson said.

Warm Hearth Village 
is a nonprofi t senior living 
community in Blacksburg 
that provides a full con-
tinuum of living options 
on its campus and in the 
home.
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Montgomery-Blacksburg Kiwanis Club installs new offi  cers, members

Celebrating its 75th anni-
versary, the Kiwanis Club of 
Montgomery County-Blacks-
burg installed new offi  cers and 
directors and inducted new 
members recently at a dinner at 
Warm Hearth Village Center.

Chartered as the Blacksburg 
Kiwanis Club on Oct. 1, 1946, 
and dedicated to serving chil-
dren of the world one child 
and one community at a time, 

the club’s fi rst service project 
was providing Christmas bas-
kets to 30 families. Montgom-
ery County Kiwanis Club was 
sponsored by the Blacksburg 
club in 1979, and they merged 
in 1997.

From March 2020 until 
July 2021, Montgomery Co-
Blacksburg Kiwanis continued 
to have Zoom meetings every 
two weeks with speakers but 

returned to weekly lunch meet-
ings in July at Warm Hearth 
Village Center. In spite of 
COVID-19, the club contin-
ued to stock food pantries at 
Prices Fork Elementary and 
Eastern Montgomery Elemen-
tary schools, purchased books 
for students in 10 pre-school 
classes, contributed to and 
volunteered at the Montgom-
ery County Christmas Store, 

rang the Salvation Army bell 
at Wal-Mart, and made dona-
tions to the Women’s Resource 
Center, Scouts BSA, foster care, 
Sleep in Heavenly Peace, and 
the Montgomery Junior Ap-
palachian Music program. Th e 
club also sponsored Circle K at 
Virginia Tech, helped Santa by 
providing 35 Salvation Army 
Christmas Angels, and donated 
to the Hurley Kiwanis Club’s 

disaster relief fund and Louisi-
ana’s district hurricane relief.

To join, the club does not 
require anyone to have lunch 
with them or to volunteer for 
the club’s service projects such 
as its fundraising golf tourna-
ment, Brunswick Stew (April), 
and the pancake breakfast. 
Anyone interested in join-
ing the club may contact Jerry 
Jones at gmjones@vt.edu.

The new officers for the Montgomery Co.-Blacksburg Kiwanis Club are (left to 
right) Sherry Charles (Division 16 Lt Governor), Treasurer Jerry Jones, President 
Andrew Walker, President-elect Meghan Kuczmarski, Vice President Tom Lane, 
and Secretary Don Linkous.

The new members of the Montgomery Co.-Blacksburg Kiwanis Club are (left to 
right) Amy Slone, Doug Butts, Sherry Shelley, and Logan Kessenger (not pictured).

Veterans Day on Nov. 11 gives Americans a chance to celebrate veterans’ bravery, sacrifice

Th e diff erence be-
tween Veterans Day and 
Memorial Day

Memorial Day hon-
ors service members who 
died in service to their 
country or as a result of 
injuries incurred during 
battle. Deceased veter-
ans are also remembered 
on Veterans Day but the 
day is set aside to thank 
and honor living veterans 
who served honorably in 
the military in wartime or 
peacetime.

President Eisenhower’s 
letter to Harvey V. Hig-
ley, Administrator of Vet-
erans’ Aff airs, designating 
him Chairman of the 
Veterans Day National 
Committee

Th e White House Of-
fi ce

October 8, 1954

Dear Mr. Higley:
I have today signed 

a proclamation calling 
upon all of our citizens 
to observe Th ursday, 
November 11, 1954, as 
Veterans Day. It is my 
earnest hope that all vet-
erans, their organizations, 
and the entire citizenry 
will join hands to ensure 
proper and widespread 
observance of this day. 
With the thought that 

it will be most helpful 
to coordinate the plan-
ning, I am suggesting the 
formation of a Veterans 
Day National Commit-
tee. In view of your great 
personal interest as well 
as your offi  cial responsi-
bilities, I have designated 
you to serve as chairman. 
You may include in the 
committee membership 
such other persons as you 
desire to select, and I am 
requesting the heads of all 
departments and agencies 
of the executive branch 
to assist the committee 
in its work in every way 
possible.

I have every confi -
dence that our nation 
will respond wholeheart-
edly in the appropriate 
observance of Veterans 
Day, 1954.

Sincerely,
DWIGHT D. EISEN-

HOWER

Some things you may 
not know about Veterans 
Day

1. It’s “Veterans Day” 
not “Veteran’s Day” for a 
good reason.

Th e lack of the apos-
trophe might seem like 
a semantic choice, but it 
has a defi nite and delib-
erate meaning. According 

to the U.S. Department 
of Veteran Aff airs, Veter-
ans Day is not a day that 
belongs to veterans, it is 
a day for honoring veter-
ans directly in front of us 
right now.

2. Marines celebrate 
their service birthday and 
Veterans Day with a 96-
hour liberty.

Nov. 10 marks the 
birthday of the Marine 
Corps, an event that is 
generally celebrated with 
a traditional ball and a 
cake-cutting ceremony. 
Since this special day 
falls the day before Vet-
erans Day, many Marines 
celebrate both holidays 
together with a 96 hour 
liberty period.

3. A group once pushed 
to rename then-Armistice 
Day as “Mayfl ower Day.” 

Following the out-
break of WWII and the 
revelation that WWI did 
not end all wars, the idea 
of commemorating Ar-
mistice Day began to fall 
out of favor with a small 
group of Americans led 
by Dr. Francis Carr Sti-
fl er of the American Bible 
Society. Th e group pro-
posed that Armistice Day 
be offi  cially replaced with 
Mayfl ower Day since the 
signing of the Mayfl ower 

Compact took place on 
Nov. 11, 1620. Th ey 
argued that this whole 
name would be far more 
appropriate, since the 
Mayfl ower Compact was 
the cornerstone upon 
which the Declaration 
of Independence and the 
Bill of Rights stood. Of 
course, the group’s ideas 
did not catch on, and 
Armistice Day eventually 
became the Veterans Day 
that we know today.

Wars ranked by U.S. 
combat deaths

World War II 1 9 4 1 –
1945 291,557

American Civil 
War 1861–1865 
214,938

World War I 1 9 1 7 –
1918 53,402

Vietnam War 1 9 5 5 –
1975 47,434

Korean War 1 9 5 0 –
1953 33,686

American Revolution-
ary War 1775–1783 
8,000

Iraq War 2 0 0 3 –
2011 4,424

War of 1812 1 8 1 2 –
1815 2,260

War in Afghanistan 
2001–2021 1,833

Mexican–American 
War 1846–1849 
1,733

Veterans Day began 
as Armistice Day

Veterans Day gives 
Americans the oppor-
tunity to celebrate the 
bravery and sacrifice of 
all U.S. veterans. How-
ever, most Americans 
confuse this holiday 
with Memorial Day, re-
ports the Department of 
Veterans Affairs.

Veterans Day, for-
merly known as Armi-
stice Day, was originally 
set as a U.S. legal holi-
day to honor the end 
of World War I, which 
officially took place on 
Nov. 11, 1918. In legis-
lation that was passed in 
1938, November 11 was 
“dedicated to the cause 
of world peace and to 
be hereafter celebrated 
and known as ‘Armistice 
Day.’” As such, this new 
legal holiday honored 
World War I veterans.

In 1954, after hav-
ing been through both 
World War II and the 
Korean War, the 83rd 
U.S. Congress -- at the 
urging of the veterans 
service organizations 
-- amended the Act of 
1938 by striking out 
the word “Armistice” 
and inserting the word 
“Veterans.” With the ap-
proval of this legislation 
on June 1, 1954, Nov. 
11 became a day to hon-
or American veterans of 
all wars.

In 1968, the Uniforms 
Holiday Bill ensured 
three-day weekends for 
federal employees by 
celebrating four nation-
al holidays on Mondays: 
Washington’s Birthday, 
Memorial Day, Veter-
ans Day, and Columbus 
Day. Under this bill, 
Veterans Day was moved 
to the fourth Monday of 
October. Many states 
did not agree with this 

decision and continued 
to celebrate the holi-
day on its original date. 
The first Veterans Day 
under the new law was 
observed with much 
confusion on Oct. 25, 
1971.

Finally on September 
20, 1975, President Ger-
ald R. Ford signed a law 
that returned the annual 
observance of Veterans 
Day to its original date 
of Nov. 11, beginning 
in 1978. Since then, the 
Veterans Day holiday 
has been observed on 
Nov. 11.

Celebrating the Vet-
erans Day Holiday

If the Nov. 11 holiday 
falls on a non-workday 
-- Saturday or Sunday -- 
the holiday is observed 
by the federal govern-
ment on Monday (if the 
holiday falls on Sunday) 
or Friday (if the holiday 
falls on Saturday). Fed-
eral government closings 
are established by the 
U.S. Office of Person-
nel Management. State 
and local government 
closings are determined 
locally, and non-gov-
ernment businesses can 
close or remain open as 
they see fit, regardless 
of federal, state or local 
government operation 
determinations.

United States Sen-
ate Resolution 143, 
which was passed on 
Aug. 4, 2001, designat-
ed the week of Nov. 11 
through Nov. 17, 2001, 
as “National Veterans 
Awareness Week.” The 
resolution calls for edu-
cational efforts directed 
at elementary and sec-
ondary school students 
concerning the contri-
butions and sacrifices of 
veterans.

Be sure to ‘Like’ the  News 
Messenger on Facebook.
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Forbidden (var. sp.)
5. Strike a heavy blow
9. Guy (slang)
12. Tel __, Israel
13. The superior of an abbey
15. Swiss river
16. South American nation
17. Span. town Aranda de 
___
18. Yellow’s complement
19. Sun in Spanish
20. Sharp slaps
22. Cash dispensing 
machine
25. Persistently annoying 
person
26. Japanese rolls
28. The woman
29. Fiddler crabs
32. Buddy
33. Majuscule
 35. Lake in Oklahoma
 36. Airborne (abbr.)

 37. Physician’s moniker 
(abbr.)
 38. Lincoln’s state
 39. Doctors’ group
 40. By way of
 41. Coated with tobacco 
residue
 44. Collect information
 45. Smallest whole number
 46. Honey (abbr.)
 47. Luggage containers
 49. Nine banded armadillo
 50. Malaysian isthmus
 51. Very heavy hammer
 54. Cry made by sheep
 57. Gorse genus
 58. Chilean pianist Claudio
 62. Table supports
 64. Insect feeler
 65. Pointed fork part
 66. Periods of time
 67. Harvard’s league
 68. Affirmative! (slang)

 69. An open skin infection
 CLUES DOWN
  1. Draw beer
  2. Bird class
  3. Ballpoint pen
  4. Soft palate extensions
  5. Not good
  6. __ Dhabi, Arabian capital
  7. One point E of due S
  8. Old fashioned upholstery 
fabric
  9. Stop short
 10. Large extinct European 
wild ox
 11. Important pollinator
 14. Magnum P.I. star
 15. Basic
 21. Indicates position
 23. 4th day (abbr.)
 24. Underground phrase
 25. 23rd Greek letter
 26. Live polio vaccine 
developer

 27. Forearm bones
 29. An edict of the Russian tsar
 30. Tent places
 31. Not home
 32. Peafowl genus
 34. Bog berry
 42. A shag rug made in Sweden
 43. ___ Constitution Hall
 48. Soft black furs
 49. Atomic #46
 51. Defense to the Queen’s 
gambit
 52. Dutch painter Peter 1618-
1680
 53. UK rock band
 55. About aviation
 56. Used as a culture medium
 57. Int’l. news organization
 59. Fish eggs
 60. Tennis star Ivanovic
 61. Exclamation: yuck!
 63. Point midway between S  
and SE
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OPINION
Home Country with Slim Randles: It’s a shame about Th anksgiving

“It’s a danged shame ‘bout 
Th anksgivin’,” Windy Wilson 
said. Th e others stopped stirring 
things into their coff ee cups and 
looked at the aging cowboy and 
camp cook.

Windy glanced at the semi-
circle of puzzled faces there in 
the Mule Barn coff ee shop. “You 
know what I mean … ‘stead of 
people we achully know, we got-

ta spend it with folks we haven’t 
seen since the end of Dubya-
Dubya Two.”

“You mean family?”
“Shore do, Doc. Now jest 

think for a minute and 15 sec-
onds here, okay? Now with Hal-
loween, which is my favorite 
holiday, you get to say hi to a 
mess-a little kids and give ‘em 
a candy and then they’re gone. 

You get tired of it or the candy 
bowl gits on down where you 
can see the bottom of ‘er … you 
jest turn out the porch light.”

“But Windy,” said Doc, 
“Th anksgiving is a family time. 
Aunts and uncles and grand-
parents and brothers and sisters 
and lots of little ones running 
around. It’s a time when we see 
where we belong.”

 “It’s the dang things we don’t 
say that really cripple the pig 
on this ‘un, you know.” Windy 
grinned. “Stuff  like ‘Aunt 
Marge, you don’t sweat near as 
much as other fat women.’ And 
‘Uncle Bill, did them dang cops 
ever give you your driving li-
cense back?’ 

“And ‘Susan, I hear tell you 
done okay in that there queenie 

contest. Did you have to talk or 
anything like that?”

Th ere probably is something 
to be said for Halloween.

-------
Brought to you by Windy’s 

Words of Wisdom, a vital part 
of Home Country with Slim 
Randles, on a classic country 
music radio station near you.

COVID-19 update: Children ages 5-11 can now 
be vaccinated in New River Health District

Dr. Noelle Bissell, the 
health director for the 
New River Health Dis-
trict, told the media in her 
press conference Monday 
that children ages 5 to 11 
in the district can now 
be vaccinated for CO-
VID-19.

She said the health dis-
trict expected to receive its 
fi rst supplies of the Pfi zer 
vaccine Wednesday Nov. 
3. Th e Federal Drug Ad-
ministration authorized 
the vaccine in a low dose 
form for this age group 
last Friday, she said.

Bissell encouraged peo-
ple to be patient as they 
schedule appointments for 

the vaccine. She said she 
expects the initial demand 
to be high as the vaccine is 
distributed to pharmacies, 
pediatrician offi  ces, and 
the health department to 
be given to children.

“Th ere will be enough 
vaccine, but in these 
weeks, everyone may not 
be able to get the appoint-
ment when they want it,” 
Bissell said. “You can get 
your child vaccinated, but 
it may not be right away.” 
She said that the district 
expects to receive 2,700 
doses.

Th e district also is 
working with local school 
systems to administer the 

vaccine in schools, which 
is routine for other vac-
cines, the health director 
said. Parents of children 
ages 5 to 11 in the region 
have received a survey in-
quiring about their inter-
est in the COVID-19 vac-
cine for their children.

More than 50 percent 
of respondents said they 
want their children to 
be vaccinated for CO-
VID-19, which is “heart-
ening” news, Bissell said. 
Th at’s a higher percentage 
than some national sur-
veys, she said.

“Getting more people 
vaccinated, including our 
younger children, that’s 

our way out of the pan-
demic,” Bissell said. “Th at 
will help keep our kids in 
school.”

A mobile vaccine unit 
also will visit schools in far 
Southwest Virginia, Bis-
sell said.

Along with the Pfi zer 
vaccine for children, the 
health district is off er-
ing all three vaccines 
as boosters for people 
who are fully vaccinated 
for COVID-19. Over-
all, COVID-19 positive 
cases continue to decline 
throughout the health dis-
trict,” Bissell said. Hospi-
talizations for coronavirus 
patients also are down, she 

reported.
She reminded the pub-

lic that the Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC) 
has issued new guidance 
for testing after an indi-
vidual has had close con-
tact with someone who 
has COVID-19. It states 
that a fully vaccinated in-
dividual should be tested 
fi ve to seven days after 
close contact while an un-
vaccinated person should 
be tested immediately..

Th ough COVID-19 
cases have peaked and 
are declining, the region 
remains a high transmis-
sion area as defi ned by the 
CDC, Bissell said. Th at 

means that people still 
should adhere to public 
health guidelines.

“Th ough our numbers 
are down nicely, we are 
requesting that people 
still wear masks in pub-
lic spaces indoors,” she 
said. She also encouraged 
people to start planning 
for upcoming safe holiday 
celebrations. For instance, 
outdoor activities are safer 
than being indoors in 
large groups, she said.

“Everyone has to in-
form their behavior based 
on a risk assessment,” 
Bissell said. “A lot of our 
gatherings tend to be mul-
tiple generations.”

To the editor:
I hope to address a critical junc-

ture in our economic growth and 
sustainability. Our eff orts to address 
this ever-evolving crisis are impera-
tive as we navigate strengthening 
the foundation for future economic 
success.

Between 1990 and 2019, em-
ployment in Virginia’s coalfi elds 
fell from 10,600 jobs to just 2,500, 
dropping steeply alongside the met-
ric tons miners pulled out of the 
ground. With domestic and global 
demand for coal continuing to de-
cline and clean energy on the rise, 
this isn’t a trend that’s going to self-
correct, commanding, therefore, 
that Congress help retool the Ap-
palachian economy while also ad-
dressing a legacy of pollution in the 
coalfi elds.

Th is means passing a Build Back 
Better Act that recognizes the eco-
nomic and environmental plight 
of Appalachia, by helping retool 
idled factories, clean up abandoned 
mines, remediate Brownfi elds and 
Superfund sites, and invest in pro-
grams to re-establish Main Street 
economies.

Federal investment can also in-
vigorate the energy economy of to-
morrow by investing in renewable 
energy manufacturing, job training, 
and incentivizing the build-out of 
clean energy.

Th ese eff orts will create jobs in 
the near and long-term, helping to 
create the balance between building 
new industries and modernizing old 
ones.

Appalachia has long been the land 
of large and ambitious, while build-

ing a legacy of broken promises in 
economic development and specifi -
cally, in transitioning away from a 
fossil fuel-dependent economy.

Congress has a once-in-a-genera-
tion opportunity to turn the tide on 
decades of neglect and begin driving 
the long-term change the people of 
Appalachia need.

I call on my members of Con-
gress, U.S. Senators Mark Warner 
and Tim Kaine and U.S. Rep Mor-
gan Griffi  th, to pass a Build Back 
Better Act that puts Appalachians 
back to work building a new econ-
omy with new opportunity for all.

Sincerely,

Janiele Hamden
416 2nd St Radford VA 24141
janielehamden@gmail.com
(540) 320-6454

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Food Drive from page 1

Hurst from page 1

that more possible,” 
Hurst said. “It’s because 
of them that we made 
historic investments in 
broadband Internet, se-
cured more than $250 
million for Amtrak to 
Christiansburg, and 
delivered more than $2 

billion for long-overdue 
repairs to I-81.

“I am particularly 
proud we accomplished 
our mission of creating 
an Office of Children’s 
Ombudsman to pro-
tect vulnerable children 
across Virginia,” Hurst 

said. “We came up short 
last night, but tomor-
row that work begins 
again, and I’ll be here, 
shoulder to shoulder, 
to help see this work 
through.

“Finally, thank 
you to my family and 

friends for their incred-
ible support as I started 
and now have finished 
this journey into public 
office. I am looking for-
ward to spending a lot 
more time with them 
in the future as we plan 
what’s next.”

Radford schoolchildren.
In her opening re-

marks at the gathering, 
Radford University in-
terim President Carolyn 
R. Lepre made her en-
dorsement clear. “Events 
like this illustrate who we 
are,” she told the crowd 
of students, volunteers, 
and offi  cials.

“Radford Gives Back 
inspires us to connect in 
a way that not only helps 
others but also gives each 
of us purpose and mean-
ing,” Lepre said. “Con-
tinue to fi nd meaning-
ful ways to connect. Be 
that person who pays it 
forward, serve as a role 
model for others, and be 
a part of something big-
ger than yourselves.”

Brunner teaches fourth 
grade and said she’s able 
to see the impact of their 
eff ort fi rst-hand.

“I have about 10 kids 
just in my class alone 
who get a bag every single 
Friday,” she told the vol-
unteers. “I went to work 
today, and at the end of 
the day, a child came to 
me - and you can’t make 
this up - and he said, ‘I 
get my food bag tomor-
row!’”

Brunner said the pro-
gram feeds about 175 
students each week and 
also operates during the 

summer.
Surplus food donated 

to Bobcat Backpacks will 
be stored for future use. 
Students and volunteers 
helped load it onto a 
truck at the end of Rad-
ford Gives Back.

“I think it’s really im-
portant that students are 
able to get the things they 
need in order to be ready 
and prepared for school,” 
said Sydney Braham, a se-
nior communication ma-
jor from Virginia Beach, 
Virginia, and a member 
of Phi Sigma Sigma.

“We’ve been helping 
out every year since I was 
a freshman, and I’m just 
continuing that in my 
fraternity, for the younger 
guys,” said Brady Grow, 
vice-president of com-
munications for Sigma 
Phi Epsilon. He’s a senior 
from Chesterfi eld, Va., 
studying internet tech-
nology security.

“We actually donated 
250 cans this week; we 
just bought them with 
our own money,” Grow 
said.

Radford Athletics and 
club sports were also 
well-represented at the 
event, with its members 
volunteering throughout 
the day to count and pack 
items and load donations 
for hauling.

“Th is is my fi rst year 
doing it. It’s a good cause, 
and I’m excited to fi nish 
it out,” said Lance Mills, 
a senior from Richmond 
studying social work. 
He’s also part of the ulti-
mate frisbee club.

“Every year, we come 
out, and we just try and 
do as much as we can,” 
said William Dalrymple, 
a junior from Richmond 
who studies criminal jus-
tice. He’s the secretary for 
the Radford’s men’s rugby 
team: “We come, we help 
out, we load up. We get 
to use our muscles.”

As he helped kick off  
the most recent ceremo-
ny, Radford Mayor David 
Horton, assistant to the 
dean of the Artis College 
of Science and Technol-
ogy, acknowledged the 
“thousands and thou-
sands of food items” that 
run through the program 
every year.

“Th is is a small but 
eff ective and important 
way to make a diff erence 
in the lives of the people 
of the city of Radford,” 
Horton said. “Th ank you 
for showing what High-
lander spirit is.”

by Neil Harvey
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You have the opportunity to purchase a stunning farm for sale in Pulaski County 
VA. This property features 415 +/- acres of open and wooded land. Ut would be 
great for farming and has Little Creek running through. The wooded portion of 
the property had timber cut 50 years ago. Great pastureland and fencing make 
this property even more desirable! The property is located across from 1909 Lit-
tle Creek Road, Dublin VA and between 2056 and 1702 Little Creek Road Dublin 
VA. The property has a lot of road frontage on Little Creek Road and adjoins Jef-
ferson National Forest. Perfect for use as a private recreational retreat, a farm, or 
for building your dream country home!
Survey for property is in progress. Auctioneer and Seller estimate property to be 
415 acres approximately. Auction is online only and bids placed are by the acre. 
Sales price will be determined when survey is complete by taking price per acre 
x acreage + 10% Buyer’s premium. Small cabin by creek will be removed prior to 
closing. Property is currently leased and being used for cattle. The lease runs out 
May 31st 2022, buyer may look into continuing lease as tenant keeps up fencing 
and property maintenance.

Preview – Friday November 5th  @ 3 PM
 
Terms – 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to fi nal high bid to arrive at con-
tract price. Earnest Money Deposit of $20,000 required day of sale. Close in 45 
days. Subject to seller confi rmation.  Property sold as is, where is with any and 
all faults. Buyer is expected to complete their own due diligence. Download 
Bidder Information Pack for complete terms and conditions, purchase contract 
and maps. Pulaski County GIS is not accurate because property being sold is a 
portion of property shown on GIS. Refer to bidder pack for maps, Online Bid-
der Agreement, and Sample Purchase Contract. Purchasers are expected to read 
entire bidder pack and purchase contract prior to bidding. Bidding will be by 
the acre. Final purchase price will be calculated prior to closing by taking bid 
price per acre plus 10% Buyer’s Premium multiplied by acreage on fi nal survey 
provided by seller prior to closing. Contract will be subject to no more than 10% 
variance from 415 acres shown on maps provided in bidder pack.

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
Ends Thursday November 11th @ 4 PM

Gorgeous 415 Acre Farm for Sale
Little Creek Rd. Dublin VA 24084

Bid Now at VaAuctionPro.com

102 S. Locust Street, 
Floyd, VA  24091
(540) 745-2005

VaAuctionPro.com
Lic# 2907004059

Contact – Broker & Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at 
540-239-2585 or email gallimore.matt@gmail.com; 

Darrell Hylton Realtor at 540-250-0850 
or email dwh@swva.net

There will be early deadlines for the Nov. 24 issue 
because of Thanksgiving. 

Please send your news items, photos and church 
news by Thursday, November 18 at noon to com-
munity news@ourvalley.org. Send ads by Thursday, 
November 18 at noon to advertise@ourvalley.
org. You may also drop off news items and ads 
at our offices at 1633 W. Main Street, Salem, VA 
24153.  

EARLY DEADLINES FOR 
THANKSGIVING PAPER

The offices of the News Messenger and 
Radford News Journal will be closed on 

Thursday, Nov. 25 for Thanksgiving.

Christiansburg Kiwanis presents gift cards 
to Christiansburg Elementary, Primary

The Kiwanis Club of Christiansburg recently presented $550 Walmart cards to each of the principals of the 
Christiansburg Elementary and Christiansburg Primary schools. The money is used to buy clothing and school 
supplies for children who cannot afford to buy their own. In the photo from left to right are Kiwanian Dubby 
Charlton, Christiansburg Elementary principal Malinda Morgan, Christiansburg Primary principal Jason 
Wimbush, and Kiwanian Ernie Wade.

Local super volunteer 
‘Pat’ Dillard feted at 80th 
gospel birthday banquet

PHOTO BY HEATHER BELL

Patricia “Pat” Dillard, pictured above with Walter 
Starkey, a member of the band Larnell Starkey and 
the Spiritual Seven, which provided the evening’s 
entertainment, was the guest of honor at a recent 
gospel birthday banquet celebrating her 80th birthday. 
Family and friends hosted the event at the Omni Event 
Center with a crowd of nearly 100 people. Dillard is 
known as a person who serves God, feeds the hungry, 
and sews clothes for people locally and in Haiti, where 
she has sent handmade dresses for people in need.

NRV Regional Commission honors annual award recipients
On October 28, 2021, 

the New River Valley Re-
gional Commission board 
of directors, composed 
of elected offi  cials and 
citizen appointees from 
across the region, hosted a 
dinner event at the Moon 
Hollow Brewing Compa-
ny in Blacksburg to honor 
its annual award recipi-
ents.

Some 100 local gov-
ernment elected offi  cials, 
state and federal represen-
tatives, and local govern-
ment planning commis-
sion chairs attended.

Dr. Noelle Bissell, Di-
rector of the New River 
Health District, and An-
thony Wilson, Chief of 
the Blacksburg Police 
Department, received the 
Hero of the Valley award. 
Th e commission created 
this special award catego-
ry to show appreciation 
for the tireless leadership 
displayed by both recipi-
ents that has helped the 
region navigate the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. Th ey 
established the NRV Pub-
lic Health Task Force, a 
coalition of healthcare, lo-
cal government, emergen-
cy responders, and higher 
education offi  cials who 
planned and executed the 
region’s response to the 
pandemic.

Dr. John Dooley, re-
cently retired CEO of 
the Virginia Tech Foun-
dation, was one of two 
recipients of the Citizen 
of the Valley award, given 
to a citizen within the 
New River Valley who has 
made signifi cant contri-
butions to the betterment 
of the region. He has a 

long list of regional orga-
nizations he has provided 
leadership for, including 
the Roanoke-Blacksburg 
Regional Airport Com-
mission, that have helped 
elevate awareness of the 
region. He continues to 
serve on the leadership 
team of the NRV Pas-
senger Rail initiative to 
reintroduce passenger rail 
service to the region.

Shelley Fortier, re-
tired executive director of 
Habitat for Humanity of 
the New River Valley, also 
received a Citizen of the 
Valley award. While with 
Habitat for Humanity, 
she oversaw numerous af-
fordable housing projects 
across the region while 
leaving a legacy of lead-
ership by helping to cul-
tivate the next generation 
of regional leaders.

Lydeana Martin, the 
Floyd County Economic 
and Community Devel-
opment Director, was one 
of two recipients of the 
Champion of the Valley 
award, given to an ap-
pointed or elected offi  -
cial within or represent-
ing the New River Valley 
who has greatly assisted 
communities and resi-
dents during their service 
to the public. Martin has 
been directly responsible 
for bringing in over $12 
million dollars in grant 
funds to make projects 
a reality such as the fi rst 
scattered site Commu-
nity Development Block 
Grant housing rehab 
project in the state, the 
construction of the Floyd 
Innovation Center, and 
the establishment of the 

The recipients at the recent NRV Regional Commission’s awards event are pictured above. (Left to right) Kevin 
Byrd, regional commission executive director; John Dooley, Citizen of the Valley; Craig Meadows, Champion of 
the Valley; Lydeana Martin, Champion of the Valley, Shelly Fortier, Citizen of the Valley; Dr. Noelle Bissell, Hero 
of the Valley, Blacksburg Police Chief Anthony Wilson, Hero of the Valley; and Michael Maslaney, the regional 
commission board chair.

C-4 Business Develop-
ment Series.

Montgomery Coun-
ty Administrator Craig 
Meadows also received 
a Champion of the Val-
ley award. He has led the 
county through a period 
of signifi cant growth re-
fl ected in his oversight of 
over 20 capital construc-
tion projects for residents 
of the county including 
several school projects, 
a courthouse, a fi re sta-
tion, an animal care and 
adoption center, and the 
purchase of 100 acres for 
the expansion of Falling 
Branch Corporate Park 
for economic develop-
ment purposes.
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ANGLICAN CATHOLIC
St. Peter the Apostle Anglican Church, 230 
W. First St., Christiansburg, VA.  Fr Peter 
Geromel OHI Th.M., Vicar,   Fr. Alex Darby, 
“Associate”, 540-382-0432/540-270-9166. 
Sundays: 8:00 am & 10:00 am Holy Eucharist 
followed by Christian Education and refresh-
ments. Holy Communion most Thursdays at 
12Noon, other Holy Days as announced. Tradi-
tional services use the 1928 Book of Common 
Prayer and 1940 Hymnal. Handicapped acces-
sible. All are welcome. Come worship with us! 
Website: www.stpetersacc.org. Follow us on 
Facebook
St. Philip’s Anglican Church, 306 Progress 
Street, NE, Blacksburg, Virginia 24060, (540) 
552-1771, www.stphilipsblacksburg.org. Rev-
erend Fr. Wade Miller, Priest. Eucharist Sun-
days at 11am and Wednesday’s at 12pm.
St. Thomas Anglican Church - located at 4910 
Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Li-
turgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  
Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.sttofc.org for 
midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E 
on Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910).

BAPTIST
First Baptist Church on 3rd Ave., 215 Third 
Ave. at the corner with Downey St. We are 
committed to personal spiritual growth and 
to providing leadership in community minis-
try. We celebrate the dignity and worth of all 
persons, created in the image of God. Sunday 
Bible Study Groups - 9:45, Sunday Worship - 
11:00. Website: www.fbcradford.org, 540-639-
4419. Worship is broadcast live on JOY radio, 
93.1 FM and 890 AM.
Trinity Community Church, 1505 N. Franklin 
Street, C’burg. John Altizer, Lead Pastor, Brian 
Cockram, Associate Pastor, 382-8121. Worship 
at 10:45 a.m., Outreach Ministries - 6:00p.m. 
Wednesday, Growth Groups - 5:00p.m. Sun-
day, Youth and Children’s Ministry - 5:00p.m. 
Sunday, www.trinitycburg.org

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Blacksburg Church of Christ, 315 Eakin 
St., 552-1331. Sun. Bible Classes 9:30 a.m., 
Sun. Worship 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m., Wed. Bible 
classes, 7 p.m., Outreach Minister Curt Seright, 
Community Minister Tom Gilliam, Dean 
Meadows, Campus Minister.
Faith Christian Church of Christ, 305 3rd 
Street, Christiansburg, David Rhudy, Minis-
ter, 382-4628, Sunday School 10 am; Worship 
11 am; Evening Worship 6:30 pm; Wednesday 
night Bible Study for Women and Men 6:30 
pm. We welcome you to any and all of our ser-
vices.

CHURCH OF GOD
New Hope Church of God, 1404 Mud Pike 
Rd., C’Burg. Rev. T. Michael Bond, pastor, 
731-3178. Sun. School 10 a.m., Worship 10:50 
a.m., 6 p.m. Thurs., 7:00 p.m.
West Radford Church of God, 1824 West 
Main Street, Radford, VA 24141, Sunday 
School– 10:00A.M. Morning Worship– 
11:00A.M., Children’s Church 11:00A.M. 
Sunday Evening – 6:00P.M., Wednesday Night 
– 7:00P.M., Pastor Danny Newman, Church 
Offi ce – 540-639-6562 or 804- 921-0828.

CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
Christiansburg Church of the Brethren, 310 
South Franklin Street. Pastor: Paul J. Stover Jr. 
540-797-5015. Sunday School 10 a.m.; Morn-
ing Worship 11 a.m.; Bible Study 10:30 a.m. 
Tuesdays. Website: www.christiansburgcob.
org. A loving family, fueled by the Holy Spirit, 
grounded in God’s Word, and delivering Jesus 
forgiveness and love to all people.  Come as 
you are... you are welcomed!

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, the Path of Spiritual Freedom, 
is located at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 
24016.  However, due to COVID-19, the Light 
& Sound Services and other ECK programs are 
currently available online through Zoom.  Visit 
www.eck-va.org for program listings, www.

meetup.com/Roanoke-Spiritual-
Experiences-Group, or call 540-
353-5365 and leave a message.  
We will return your call.  Also visit 
www.eckankar.org for more infor-
mation about how the teachings of 
Eckankar lead you to spiritual free-
dom.

EPISCOPAL
Grace Episcopal Church, 210 
4th Street, Radford, 639-3494.  A 
friendly, mission-oriented spiritual 
community sharing the Word of 
God.  ALL ARE WELCOME. In 
person and live-streamed services 
10:30AM Sundays.  Holy Eucha-
rist twice a month.  Morning Prayer 
twice a month. Fellowship and re-
freshments follow services.  Find 
us on Facebook: Grace Episcopal 
Church and www.graceradford.
org.

LUTHERAN
Luther Memorial Lutheran 
Church ELCA, 600 Prices Fork 
Rd, Blacksburg. Weekly Online 
Worship at www.lmlc.org. We are a 
Reconciling in Christ congregation 
that welcomes and affi rms all peo-
ple just as they are. For information 
on Bible studies and Wednesday 
Vespers, email luthermemorial-
blacksburg@gmail.com, or contact 
the church offi ce, (540) 951-1000. 
Rev. Monica Weber, pastor.

MULTI-CULTURAL
NON-DENOMINATIONAL

Christian Growth Center, 1850 

Electic Way, Christiansburg, VA 
24073 (beside Hubbell Lighting). 
Sunday Worship: 9:30am Prayer, 
10:00am Service *Nursery Avail-
able. Lead Pastor: Todd Hallinan. 
Founding Pastor: Rob Sowell. Mis-
sion: Sow, Grow, & Go Sow Faith! 
Grow in Righteousness! Go into all 
the world in the authority of the be-
liever! 540-382-2908.

PENTECOSTAL HOLINESS
Merrimac Pentecostal Holiness 
Church, Rev. Richard Hall (540) 
552-7194. pastorhall29@gmail.
com. Sunday School at 10 a.m. and 
morning worship is 11 a.m. Eve-
ning service at 6 p.m. and Wednes-
day at 7 p.m.
Compassion Church, 1820 Sec-
ond Street, Radford, 639-6287, 
Our music is passionate, our wor-
ship is real, and Pastor Chandler 
Jones brings relevant messages 
for everyone at any place on their 
journey, Sunday Worship Expe-
rience at 9:30 AM & 11:00 AM, 
Wednesday Family Night at 7 PM, 
Children Ministry provided for all 
services. Our vision is to see all 
Saved. Freed. Restored. Fulfi lled. 
Find us on facebook and Insta-
gram
Walton Pentecostal Holiness 
Church, 4003 Morning Glory 
Rd., off Walton Rd. on Rt. 114. 
731-1755. Lee Sarver, pastor. Sun. 
School 9:30 a.m., Worship 10:30 
a.m. & 6: p.m., Wed., 7 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST
Asbury United Methodist 
Church, 500 Stuart Street, Chris-
tiansburg. 540-382-0743. Rev. Dr. 
Patricia Jones. Sunday School, 
9:45 a.m., Sunday Worship, 11:00 
a.m. All are welcome.
Central United Methodist 
Church, 803 Wadsworth Street, 
Radford. 639-3529. 8:30 a.m. 
Sunday Services: 8:30am (inter-
preter provided); 9:45am Sunday 
School (interpreter provided); 
and 11:00a.m. Wednesday Bible 
Study: 6:30p.m. Child care is 
provided. www.centralmethodist-
church.com.
St. Paul United Method-
ist Church, 220 W. Main St., 
C’Burg. Rev. Mike Derfl inger 
(540) 382-2410. Sunday Wor-
ship 10 a.m., Sunday School 9 
a.m. Live streaming Sunday Ser-
vice - www.twitch.tv/stpaulumc
Wesley Memorial United Meth-
odist Church, 350 Stafford Drive, 
Christiansburg, VA 24073, Sunday 
School 10am, Sunday Worship 
Service 11am.

WESLEYAN
Christ Wesleyan Church, 525 
Harkrader Street, Christiansburg.
Public Worship service at 11:00 
AM. Sunday School for adults - 
10:00 AM.  Pastor: Gale Janofski  
574-306-7682. Website: christwes-
leyanchurch.org

Montgomery County
Worship Directory

If your church is not listed and if you are interested, 
call Randy Thompson at 540-389-9355
or email at advertise@ourvalley.org

CONSEQUENCES
Read 2 Kings 14:26–29;
Amos 1:1 through 2:16

Perhaps we learned it in the principal’s offi ce after committing 
a misdeed or when a traffi c court judge determined the fi ne for 
our traffi c infraction. But at some point, we all learned that our 
actions have consequences.

God judged Israel’s neighbors for atrocities they committed. 
When His attention turned to His chosen people, their “crimes” 
centered on how they had treated the living God as well as their 
fellow countrymen. Judah and Israel were living in moral de-
terioration. Because they have rejected the law of the Lord and 
have not kept his decrees, because they have been led astray by 
false gods, the gods their ancestors followed, I will send fi re on 
Judah that will consume the fortresses of Jerusalem
(Amos 2:4,5).

Our attitude toward God and His Word has consequences. If 
we follow the instructions He has so plainly laid out for us, 
He promises blessing. The reverse is also true. If we persist in 
ignoring what He wants us to do, we will have to live with the 
consequences which may not be very pleasant. God leaves the 
choice to us.

Challenge for Today: Keep what God says in His Word front 
and center in your life.

Quicklook: Amos 2:4–16

Christiansburg Kiwanis Club returns to normal activities in 2020-21
After a year of limited activity in 

fi scal year 2019-2020 due to COV-
ID, the Kiwanis Club of Christians-
burg was able to get back to near 
normal with its activities this year.

Th e club currently has 64 mem-
bers, making it the largest club in 
Division 16 of Kiwanis’ Capital Dis-
trict.

In addition to the fi nancial sup-
port provided this past year, club 
members provided 3,242 hours of 
volunteer service locally, supporting 
various community activities.

Twenty Kiwanis members had 
perfect meeting attendance for the 
year.

Steve Simmons, who co-chairs 
the Head Start backpack program, 
heads up the Christiansburg High 
School football program eff ort, 
serves on the Kiwanis Wilderness 
Trail Festival Committee, and is ac-
tive on other programs was selected 
as the Kiwanian of the Year.

Club member Bob Lewit, who 
is a past president of the Christians-
burg club, served as Lt. Governor of 
Division 16 and was elected this year 
as Trustee of the Southwest Virginia 
Region of the Capital District.

Most of this year’s community 
projects were recurring and were 
geared to support children in Chris-
tiansburg. Th ese included:

1. Th e Head Start Backpack 
Program. Each Th ursday, prior to 
the club’s weekly meeting, Kiwanis 
members met at the Head Start 
building and packed 57 backpacks 
for the Head Start children. Th e 
school’s meals program provides 
food for the children during the 
weekdays, and the Kiwanis Back-
pack Program provides food during 
the weekend. In support of this pro-
gram, members procure, inventory, 
store the food, and pack the bags.

2. Two Walmart gift cards in the 
amount of $550 ($500 from the Ki-
wanis Club and $50 from Walmart) 
were provided to the six schools in 
Christiansburg. One is a clothing 
card and the other is a supplies card. 
Th ese cards were used to buy needed 
clothing and school supplies for chil-
dren who cannot aff ord to buy their 
own. Once the cards begin to reach 
a low balance, the club replaces them 
upon request from the schools. Be-
fore this program was introduced, 
teachers and other staff  members 
would often pay for these needed 
items personally.

3. Th ree $1,500-dollar college 
scholarships were awarded to three 
Christiansburg High School stu-
dents who needed fi nancial support 
for their continuing education.

4. Th e annual Kiwanis Christmas 

party for some 60 children was held 
this year though it was aff ected by 
COVID. Usually, the club and its 
members provide toys and clothing 
with Santa distributing both at a par-
ty. Food and drinks are provided for 
the children and their chaperones. 
Due to the pandemic, however, 
rather than a party in 2020, the gifts 
were picked up by the children at 
the Christiansburg Recreation Cen-
ter. Th e names of the children who 
participate in the party are based on 
need and are selected by the teach-
ers from the local schools. Using in-
put from the children’s parents as to 
needs and sizes of the clothing, each 
club member takes a child’s name 
and buys clothing. Th e club funds 
toys from a want list supplied by the 
children’s parents. Th is past year the 
total cost to the members and the 
club exceeded $11,000.

5. For children who cannot af-
ford the entry fees to participate in 
sports at the Christiansburg Recre-
ation Center and the Christiansburg 
Aquatic Center, Kiwanis pays the 
cost.

6. Th e club provides annual sup-
port in the form of fi nancing and 
volunteer assistance to Kiwanis Park 
where an approximately fi ve-acre ex-
pansion is currently underway.

7. Th is year cash contributions 

were made, among others, to the 
Agency on Aging, $1,000; the Intel-
lectual Disabilities Agency of, NRV 
$5,000; Sleep in Heavenly Peace, 
$1,000; Montgomery County De-
partment of Social Services, $3,250; 
and the Montgomery Alternative 
School, $550. 

8. As part of the club’s outreach 
program to provide support to the 
youth of the local community, a 
partnership was formed with Mont-
gomery County Social Services to 
provide supplies needed to support 
the youth and elders served by the 
agency.

9. After a request was received, 
gift cards for clothing were provided 
to serve students needing support at 
Montgomery Central, the alterna-
tive school for Montgomery County.

10. Th e club provided football 
programs for Christiansburg High 
School and fi nancial support to the 
CHS cheerleading squad.

11. Th e club supplied labor and 
purchased prizes for the Town of 
Christiansburg’s Annual Easter Egg 
Hunt.

12. Th e club provided labor for 
the Montgomery Museum’s Heri-
tage Day event, Sleep in Heavenly 
Peace, and others.

Kiwanis is the promoter of the 
Wilderness Trail Festival, which is 

not only the club’s largest fundrais-
ing project but is the largest down-
town event in Christiansburg draw-
ing an estimated crowd of 8,000 to 
10,000 each year.

Th e Kiwanis Club’s income is 
derived from community fundrais-
ers, donations, and grants. All such 
income goes into the club’s service 
account, and 100% is funneled back 
into the local community with most 
going to support youth activities. All 
administrative costs, including meet-
ing meals, are paid for by the mem-
bers’ personal dues.

Kiwanis is a global organization 
of volunteers dedicated to changing 
the world one child and one com-
munity at a time. Th e Kiwanis Club 
of Christiansburg has provided ser-
vice to the local community since its 
charter was granted in 1949.
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To place 
your ad, 

call 
389-9355

For Sale - Misc
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Radford
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OBITUARIES
Bowman, Carmen Novia  

With profound sadness 
we announce the passing 
of Carmen Novia Bowman 
on Oct. 30, 2021, our lov-
ing and devoted mother, 
grandmother, and friend.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, Fu-
mia Petrey and Albert No-
via; her husband, Hubert 
Bowman; a daughter, Julie 
Dobos; brothers Joe No-
via, Albert Novia, Manuel 
Novia, and Mike Novia; 
a sister, Mary Perdue;  granddaughters 
Kristy Caldwell and Hope Ward; and 
grandsons Zeth Pickering and Kenny 
Keith II.

Carmen lived her life with a fi erce pas-
sion and was known especially for her 
love of family and friends, food, and pio-
neering as a Jehovah’s Witness. She was 
baptized on June 29, 1985, and became a 
pioneer for Jehovah in 2004. She served 
as a pioneer from September 2004 to 
January 2009 and again from September 
2010 to September 2012. Her life was 
one of service.

Carmen was known for her hospital-
ity and her generosity. She served as a 
combat nurse during the Korean War, 
a licensed cosmetologist, and the matri-
arch of an extensive family. She shared a 

special relationship with 
her dear friends Clonnee 
Tate and Sunil and Gosia 
Vasudeva.

She is survived by her 
four children and their 
spouses: Mark Dobos, Di-
anna Bucchi, Valorie and 
Scott Adams, and Hubert 
(Jr.) and Kimberly Bow-
man; and two siblings, 
Louise Novia and Teresa 
Neuhs.

Additionally, several 
generations of grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, and great-great grandchil-
dren have the honor of continuing her 
legacy. It is in this way that we are com-
forted with the fact that her name will 
live on forever.

A celebration of Carmen’s life was held 
at Mullins Funeral Home, 120 W. Main 
St., in Radford on Friday, Nov. 5, 2021, 
and a procession for interment followed 
shortly thereafter at Highland Memorial 
Gardens.

In lieu of fl owers, donations can be 
made to the worldwide work of Johovah’s 
Witnesses, 900 Red Mills Road, Walkill, 
N.Y. 12589-5200.

Th e Bowman family is in the care of 
Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory in 
Radford. www.mullinsfuneralhome.com.   

Finch, Dr. Robert D. “Bob”
It is with great sadness 

that the family of Dr. Rob-
ert D. “Bob” Finch, 86, of 
Blacksburg, announces his 
passing on Oct. 27, 2021. 
Dr. Finch was born on 
May 23, 1935, to George 
Delmar Finch and Retha 
Gilpen Finch, in Fort 
Smith, Ark.  

He worked as a paper 
delivery boy for the South-
west Times Record of Fort 
Smith from the time he 
was 12 years old until he attended Hen-
drix College. As a boy, he was awarded 
the distinguished prize of Paper Boy of 
the Year. As the editor of his high school 
newspaper, he won the University of Tul-
sa Journalism award.

After graduating from college, he 
worked as a reporter for the Southwest 
Times Record for several years. He also 
worked as a high school math teacher 
while saving money for medical school. 
He attended medical school at the Uni-
versity of Arkansas and later completed a 
radiology residency at Vanderbilt Univer-
sity in Nashville. He fi nished his medical 
training at Wake Forest School of Medi-
cine, in Winston-Salem.        

Bob Finch was a proud and happy 
family man. While attending medical 
school, he met and married the love of 
his life, Kay Francis Banks, to whom he 
was married for 56 years. Th ey met on 
the eighth fl oor of the Veterans Admin-
istration Hospital in Little Rock where 
she was working as a registered nurse. 
Th ey were married on June 10, 1965, 
in San Antonio. Bob once described his 
marriage to Kay as one of the “proudest 
moments” in his life. Th ey spent their 56 
years together as devoted companions 
and best friends raising their family, play-
ing golf and tennis together, and spend-
ing time with their grandchildren.  

Th eir fi rst son, Robert “Jay” Delmar 
Finch, Jr., was born in 1966 during their 
time in Nashville. Th ey welcomed anoth-
er son, George Arthur Finch, who was 
born in 1969, in Winston-Salem. Th eir 

last child, Bradley Walter 
Finch, was born in 1971 in 
Martinsville, Va., the town 
in which the family would 
settle for the next 46 years.

Dr. Finch was on the 
medical staff  at Martins-
ville Memorial Hospital 
for 31 years. He was well 
respected by his colleagues, 
many of whom he worked 
with for decades. He and 
his partners, Dr. Campbell 
and Dr. Herring, kept the 

hospital equipped with the most up-to-
date technology in radiology.  Dr. Finch 
was instrumental in bringing MRI and 
CT scan technology to Martinsville.   

He was an avid reader and enjoyed 
playing golf and tennis. He will be es-
pecially remembered for his calm, quiet 
confi dence and sweet demeanor.

After his retirement, he devoted his 
time to his wife and family.  He was a lov-
ing grandfather and was actively involved 
in the lives of his grandchildren, always 
available for wise words of encourage-
ment. When asked in recent years to de-
scribe his perfect day, Bob answered, “It 
would be spent with my wife, sons, and 
their families. Nothing spectacular, just a 
day together.”

Dr. Finch is survived by his wife, Kay 
B. Finch, and his sons Jay, George, and 
Brad. Jay is an attorney who works in 
Southwest Virginia and is married to 
Amy Finch. Th ey have one son, Evin. 
George is a teacher in Staff ord County, 
Va. He is married to Alyce Finch and 
they have a daughter, Virginia, and a son, 
Benjamin. Brad is a circuit court judge 
in Southwest Virginia. He is married to 
Lara Finch. Th ey have one son, Bradley, 
and a daughter, Mary. Dr. Finch will be 
sorely missed by them and he will forever 
live in their hearts.

A funeral service was held on Friday 
Oct. 29, 2021, at McCoy Funeral Home, 
150 Country Club Dr. S.W., Blacksburg. 
Th e family received visitors prior to the 
service. Burial followed at Westview 
Cemetery in Blacksburg.

McDonald, Linda Eller
Linda Eller McDonald, 

79, passed away peacefully 
on Sunday, Oct. 31, 2021, 
at Pulaski Health and Re-
hab Center surrounded by 
her family and with her 
grandson Kamryn on the 
phone.

She was born in Purlear, 
N.C., on May 11, 1942, 
to the late Gilbert Clayton 
and Fannie Elizabeth Eller.

Linda retired from the 
Pulaski County School 
System where she worked in the cafete-
ria. After retiring, she was a devoted care-
giver to her sisters, Joan and Betty. Linda 
was also a caregiver to numerous families 
in the community, and it was her greatest 
pleasure to provide love, care, and sup-
port to those who needed her.

Linda was a dedicated volunteer with 
hospice and local nursing homes.

Her greatest joy was her grandson 
Kamryn, who attends college in Miami, 
Okla. He has played basketball since he 
was a little boy, and she never missed a 
game. She was able to watch him play 

via live stream from Colo-
rado on Oct. 9 when she 
cheered and clapped loud-
ly for him. Every time he 
hit a three-pointer, she 
would say “Th at’s my 
boy.”

Linda was preceded in 
death by her parents, Gil-
bert and Fannie Eller; her 
son, Todd Loy; her sisters, 
Billie McNeil, Joan Rick-
ey, and Betty Hix; and her 
brothers, Doyle, Frank, 

Bud, and JT Eller.
Linda is survived by her sister, Dot 

Eller Sowers; her daughter, Angie, and 
her signifi cant other, Kenneth Moore; 
her grandsons, D’Vante and Kamryn; 
and her great-grandson, Kullen. She is 
also survived by her favorite niece, Dr. 
Sherry E. Showalter,and several other 
nieces and nephews.

A celebration of life will be held at a 
later date.

Th e McDonald family is in the care of 
Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory in 
Radford.

Dickerson, Michele Mattox
Michele Mattox Dickerson, 58, of 

Christiansburg, died Monday, Nov. 1, 
2021, at LewisGale Hospital Montgom-
ery.

She is survived by her husband, Da-
vid Dickerson; sons and daughter-in-law 
David Dickerson, Jr., and his wife, Ash-
ley Snider, and Andrew Dickerson; and 

grandchildren Connor, Matthew, and 
Abigail Dickerson.

A memorial service was conducted 
Th ursday, Nov. 4, 2021, at 11 a.m. in the 
Abundant Life Fellowship with the Rev. 
Raymond McDaniel offi  ciating.

Arrangements by McCoy Funeral 
Home, Blacksburg.

Send community news and photos to communitynews@ourvalley.org
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Montgomery Sports
Christiansburg volleyball advances in region 
play

Christiansburg’s Addison Reasor (left) and Baylee Reasor team up to block 
William Byrd’s Terran Brown during a first-round Region 3D volleyball tournament 
match Monday night. Christiansburg defeated the Terriers in a tight four-set 
match 25-14, 26-24, 23-25, 25-23.

Niqua Banks makes a pass for the Christiansburg offense against William Byrd.

Stephanie Taylor scores from the right wing for the Blue Demons against William 
Byrd.

PHOTOS BY JON FLEMING

Christiansburg’s Braelynn Williams (center) celebrates a Blue Demon point late in 
game four against William Byrd.

Th e Darris Nichols era for 
men’s basketball at Radford 
University began Monday night 
with a preseason exhibition 
game against Eastern Men-
nonite University won by the 
Highlanders 83-60.

Nichols returned home earli-
er this year when he was named 
head basketball coach for the 
RU men. Darris and his broth-
er, Shane, who is on Nichols’s 
staff  as an assistant coach, both 
starred at Radford High School.

Eastern Mennonite played 
just four games a year ago due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
going 2-2 with wins over Emory 
& Henry College and Shenan-
doah University. Th e Old Do-
minion Athletic Conference 

school, which competes in Di-
vision III, dressed 21 players 
Monday night and was picked 
to fi nish 13th out of 13 teams in 
the conference preseason poll.

Darris Nichols returns to the 
New River Valley from the Uni-
versity of Florida where he was 
an assistant coach for the last six 
years. He put together a young, 
energetic staff  that is one of the 
youngest in the nation with an 
average age of 30. Nichols is just 
35 years old. 

Th e audience was littered 
with lots of Radford High 
School faces including former 
Athletic Director Norman Line-
burg and his wife, Joann. Nor-
man’s son, Robert Lineburg, is 
the current athletic director at 
Radford University.

Despite the changes hap-
pening all around Radford 

basketball, several players have 
stayed at the university to con-
tinue their quest for another Big 
South title. Graduate student 
Bryan Hart brings his sharp-
shooting back to the squad 
while seniors Chyree Walker, 
Lewis Djonkam, Dravon Man-
gum, and Josiah Jeff ers provide 
plenty of veteran leadership. 
Junior Shaquan Jules is sure 
to bring down the house with 
his thunderous dunks and the 
sophomore trio of Xavier Lip-
scomb, Keishon Porter, and 
Joshua Walker is back.

Th e transfer portal has played 
a big role in creating this year’s 
RU roster. Th e new coaching 
staff  hit the recruiting trail this 
off season, bringing in six new 
players including fi ve transfers. 
Rashun Williams makes his 
way to the NRV from South 

Florida, and Tai’Reon Joseph 
joins the Highlanders from 
Austin Peay to add Division I 
experience right away. Roshaun 
Black, Camron McNeil, and 
Artese Stapleton move up from 
the junior college and Division 
II ranks.

Th e university also an-
nounced earlier in the day 
that masks will be required for 
anyone attending men’s and 
women’s basketball games this 
year. Monday night’s game was 
the fi rst basketball game in the 
Dedmon Center with no at-
tendance limits since March 7, 
2020.

Nichols and the Highlanders 
added a familiar name to the ros-
ter shortly before the ball game 
in the person of Austin Brown, 
who played for Christiansburg 
High School and dressed out 

for the matchup. He initially 
attended and played in 2018-
2020 at Guilford College, an-
other ODAC school, appearing 
in nine ball games. Brown was 
fi rst-team All-River Ridge Dis-
trict in his senior year of high 
school and was a double-fi gure 
scorer for the Blue Demons.

Th e home team also unveiled 
Capt. America’s Hero Shield. 
According to team offi  cials, 
it has now become the High-
lander Shield, a motivational 
tool of sorts. Stickers are added 
to its front for every milestone 
reached by the team. Th e shield 
is in the hands of team staff ers 
before and during games.

Th e Highlanders will take on 
Emory & Henry in the 2021-
22 regular season opener on 
Tuesday, Nov. 9, at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Dedmon Center.

Nichols RU era begins with exhibition
Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Auburn, Christiansburg boys, girls second in region cross country

Eastern Montgomery’s Camren Sampson placed 11th in the Region 1C race and 
qualified for the state cross-country meet.

Auburn’s Amelia Terry placed eighth overall in the girls Region 1C race to help 
pace the Eagles to a second-place team finish.

Th e recurring theme in this 
week’s regional cross-country 
competition was the runner-up 
spot for area schools.

Auburn fi nished second in 
both the boys’ and girls’ compe-
titions in the Region C Class 1 
event. George Wythe nosed out 
Auburn 40 points to 41 to win 
the boys’ competition. Grayson 
fi nished third with 54 points, 
and Eastern Montgomery was 
fourth.

Th e fi nal team battle was al-
most the same in the girls’ com-

petition as GW took fi rst place 
with 23 points. Auburn was 
second with 50 points, Parry 
McCluer fi nished third with 
80 points, and Eastern Mont-
gomery came in fourth with 86 
points.

In Region C Class 1 individ-
ual action in Blacksburg, Chase 
Gwynn of Auburn crossed the 
fi nish line in fi rst place with a 
time of 17:13, seconds ahead of 
Josh Tomiak of George Wythe. 
Gwynn’s teammates Mitchell 
Scaggs and Andrew Tickle were 
sixth and seventh. Cameron 
Sampson of Eastern Montgom-
ery fi nished 11th.

Over on the girls’ course, Au-
burn’s Katelyn Lafon fi nished 
second behind George Wythe’s 
Morgan Dalton. Auburn’s Ame-
lia Terry was third and Katherine 
Light fi nished 14th.

In Region 4D, Blacksburg 
girls’ also fi nished second behind 
Jeff erson Forest 41-34. Salem fi n-
ished fourth. Blacksburg’s Reece 
Bradbury and Mia Jones fi nished 
in third and fourth place respec-
tively. Allie McDonald fi nished 
eighth and Mary Finch crossed 
the fi nish line in 12th place.

Th e Blacksburg boys’ team 
fi nished third behind Western 
Albermarle and Jeff erson Forest. 

Connor Rutherford did bring a 
fourth place home for the Bru-
ins. Harrison Whitfi eld fi nished 
12th.

In the Region 3D boys’ race, 
Abingdon controlled the mes-
sage, taking three of the top four 
spots with Christiansburg’s Law-
son Mecon third and Blue De-
mon Dillon Craig sixth. Joshua 
Starr fi nished 10th.

Abingdon took the team com-
petition with 26 points. Chris-
tiansburg was second with 65 
points.

In the girls’ competition, 
Abingdon also took the team ti-
tle and Christiansburg was again 

second.
Christiansburg’s Kayla Waters 

fi nished ninth and teammate 
McKenna Spaulding was 10th.

Meanwhile in Region 2C ac-
tion in Salem, the Radford boys’ 
squad fi nished second behind Al-
leghany.

Individually, Radford’s Cyrus 
Hartig fi nished second in the 
5,000-meter boys’ competition. 
Kellen Bishop fi nished seventh, 
Hampton Wohlford 13th, Mi-
chael Hijduk 14th and Andrew 
Hope 15th.

In the girls’ ranks, Radford’s 
Addie Tapp was fourth and Rea-
gan Bryant was sixth.

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org
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You have the opportunity to purchase a gorgeous property for sale in Floyd VA. 
This property features 37.79 +/- acres of land on Beaver Creek Rd. Looking for 
land with great building spots, long range views and creek frontage? This is it! 
Build your dream home in the large open fi eld which showcases gorgeous moun-
tain views. This property would be great for use as a recreational retreat, hobby 
farm or private homestead. The property is in an excellent location near Route 8 
between Floyd VA and Christiansburg VA.  Property is accessed by right of way at 
779 Beaver Creek Rd.
 
Terms – 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to fi nal high bid to arrive at contract 
price. Earnest Money Deposit of $5,000 required day of sale. Close in 45 days. Sub-
ject to seller confi rmation.  Property sold as is, where is with any and all faults. 
Buyer is expected to complete their own due diligence. Auction starts ending at 
4 PM on November 10th 2021. Download Bidder Information Pack for complete 
terms and conditions, purchase contract and maps.

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
Ends Wednesday November 10th @ 4 PM

37.79 Acres of Land for Sale in Floyd County VA!
Beaver Creek Rd, Floyd VA 24091

Bid Now at VaAuctionPro.com

102 S. Locust Street, 
Floyd, VA  24091
(540) 745-2005

VaAuctionPro.com
Lic# 2907004059

Contact Matt Gallimore, Broker/Auctioneer at 
540-239-2585 or email gallimore.matt@gmail.com; 

Darrell Hylton Realtor at 540-250-0850 or 
email dwh@swva.net

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Th e Virginia Tech 
wrestling team enters 
the 2021-2022 season 
ranked in the top ten by 
three media polls with 
nine grapplers garnering 
top-31 rankings within 
their respective weight 
classes. Th e Hokies rank 
sixth, seventh, and 10th 
according to the National 
Collegiate Wrestling As-
sociation, FloWrestling, 
and Intermat team rank-
ings, respectively. 

Th e VT team features a 
national and junior world 
champion, three return-
ing All-Americans, a ju-
nior world bronze med-
alist, and seven NCAA 
championship qualifi ers. 

Sam Latona enters his 
second year ranked sev-
enth (FloWrestling) and 
eighth (Intermat) fol-
lowing a 14-3 redshirt 
freshman campaign that 
ended with sixth-place 
All-American, ACC 
Champion, and ACC 
Freshman of the Year 
honors. 

Korbin Myers returns 
to Tech in his fi nal year 
of eligibility looking to 
improve upon his best ca-
reer fi nish in 2021. My-
ers will assume his weight 
at 133 once again after a 
12-2 record capped by a 
fourth-place fi nish and 
an ACC championship. 
Ranked fourth (FloW-
restling) and fi fth (Inter-
mat), respectively, Myers 
is 10 wins away from ca-
reer win 100. 

Sam Hillegas lands at 
20th in FloWrestling’s 
fi rst rankings. Hillegas 
looks to improve on a 
true freshman campaign 
that saw him end 2021 
with a fourth-place fi nish 
at the 2021 ACC Cham-
pionships. 

Bryce Andonian de-
buts in the polls ranked 
seventh (FloWrestling) 
and eighth (Intermat) af-
ter enjoying a great sum-
mer campaign in which 
he made the US Junior 

World Team and won the 
bronze at the 2021 Junior 
World Championships in 
Oslo. A two-time ACC 
runner-up and three-time 
qualifi er, Andonian looks 
to land on the podium in 
year three. 

Connor Brady is 
ranked after fi nishing 
third in the ACC cham-
pionships and qualify-
ing for his fi rst NCAA 
championship. Th e red-
shirt sophomore gar-
nered honorable mention 
(FloWrestling) and 30th 
(Intermat). 

Mekhi Lewis enters 
the season in the top fi ve 
ascending a weight class 
following a withdrawal 
from the 2021 NCAA 
championships after 
reaching the quarterfi nals 
due to injury. Coming in 
at third (FloWrestling) 
and fourth (Intermat) in 
the season’s earliest rank-
ings, the 2018 Junior 
World Champion and 
2019 national champion 
will look to once again 
fi nish on the podium. 

Hunter Bolen begins 
the 2021-2022 season 
ranked seventh (FloW-
restling) and ninth (In-
termat) after a 13-3 cam-
paign and seventh-place 
All-American honors. 
Bolen will look to be-
come only the 16th Hok-
ie to become a four-time 
NCAA qualifi er.

Andy Smith will look 
to improve upon a true 
freshman campaign as he 
enters the season ranked 
31st (Intermat). He also 
made the FloWrestling 
honorable mention list. 

Nathan Traxler is 
ranked 17th (FloWres-
tling) and 15th (Inter-
mat) at heavyweight. A 
transfer from Stanford, 
Traxler brings a Pac-12 
champion and four-
time NCAA champion-
ship qualifi er pedigree to 
Blacksburg as he looks to 
fi nish his collegiate career 
with a podium fi nish.

Three polls rank 
Hokie wrestling 
in top 10

Blacksburg’s Sophia Johnston gets a kill against Salem in a Region 4D tournament match Tuesday night. 
Blacksburg defeated the Spartans 25-19, 25-22, 25-13.

Blacksburg’s Peyton Seeley makes a pass during the straight-set defeat of Salem Tuesday.

PHOTOS BY JON FLEMINGBlacksburg’s Gabby Brooks scores against Salem’s Ella Walker.

Send community 

news and photos to 

communitynews@ourvalley.org

Virginia Department of 
Transportation road watch

Th e following is a list of 
forecasted highway proj-
ects that may impact traffi  c 
traveling in the 12-county 
Salem Transportation 
District this week. Work 
schedules and construc-
tion project timelines are 
always subject to change 
and weather dependent. 
Th e Salem District covers 
Bedford, Botetourt, Car-
roll, Craig, Floyd, Frank-
lin, Giles, Henry, Mont-
gomery, Patrick, Pulaski 
and Roanoke counties.

M O N T G O M E R Y 
COUNTY

I-81 NORTHBOUND 
AT EXIT 105 NEW RIV-
ER BRIDGE REPLACE-
MENT IN MONT-
GOMERY COUNTY 
– Lane and shoulder clo-
sures may be in place near 
exit 105. Lane closure may 
be in eff ect during the 
week from 8 p.m. to 7 a.m. 
Shoulder closures may be 
in eff ect at any time dur-
ing the week. Slow rolls 
may be performed on I-81 
in the north and south-

bound lanes from mile 
marker 104 to 106 from 9 
p.m. to 5 a.m. Speed limit 
is reduced to 60 miles per 
hour in the work zone. 
Shoulder closures will re-
main in place though the 
duration of the project. 
Project completion is esti-
mated by June 2022.

LANE CLOSURES:
Right lane closures 

may be in place on I-81 
northbound between mile 
markers 104-105 during 
nighttime hours, 7 p.m. 
to 5 a.m. the following 
morning.

SLOW ROLLS: Slow 
rolls may be utilized pe-
riodically on both the 
northbound and south-
bound lanes from mile 
marker 98-109 for struc-
tural steel deliveries and 
setting beams.

I-81 BRIDGE RE-
PLACEMENT AT EXIT 
114 IN MONTGOM-
ERY COUNTY – Th e 
bridge replacement of the 
two Interstate 81 bridges 
over Route 8, northbound 
and southbound, is un-
derway. Drivers can ex-

pect alternating lane and 
shoulder closures, north-
bound and southbound, 
from mile marker 114 to 
115. Exit 114 ramp shoul-
der closures will be ongo-
ing from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Speed limit is reduced 
to 60 mph in the work 
zone.  Route 8 will have 
alternating northbound 
and southbound shoulder 
and lane closures, day or 
night, as needed between 
the I-81 on and off  ramps. 
A temporary traffi  c signal 
will direct traffi  c on Route 
8 throughout the duration 
of the project. Access to all 
properties will be main-

See VDOT, page 10

Blacksburg volleyball defeats 
Salem in Region 4D tournament
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Now Offering Mobile Service— We’ll come to you when your equipment needs service.

$0 DOWN 0% APR 60 MONTHS*

OR save up to $3,000*with an instant rebate

New SVL97-2 & New U55-5         Durable Kubota engines Comfortable cabs

Together we do more
VISIT US TODAY FOR THIS LIMITED-TIME OFFER*

Offer expires 12/31/21

Complete Package Price$25,900 **

FREE DELIVERYwithin 50 miles! 

Get a great offer on equipment
built the right way.

Up to

Get a great offer on equipment
built the right way.

Complete Tractor Package DealComplete Tractor Package Deal

L2501 with Front Loader and Rear Cutter

—Special Tractor Package Deal — Only from Beverage Tractor —

KUBOTA L2501DT Package Includes:
New Kubota 25hp Compact Tractor w/ 4WD and AG Tires
+ Front End Loader (included) + 18 Foot Utility Trailer (included)

+ 5' Rear Cutter (included) + 6' Rear Scraper Blade (included)

Total Package Price: $25,900**

For complete warranty, safety and product information, consult your local Kubota dealer and the product operator's manual. Power (HP/KW) and other specifications are based on various standards or recommended practices.

**Price is Cash Price with all discounts taken
Financing available, see dealer for details. 

KubotaUSA.com
*$0 Down, 0% A.P.R. financing for up to 60 months or a customer instant rebate of $3,000 is available on purchases of new Kubota SVL97-2 and $2,700 on U55-5 equipment from participating dealers’ in-stock inventory. Promotional rate available to
quali fied purchasers through Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Example: 60 monthly payments of $16.67 per $1,000 financed. Rebates not available with 0% A.P.R. or other promotional financing. Some exceptions apply.
Offers expire 12/31/21. Terms subject to change. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For complete warranty, disclaimer,
safety, incentive offer and product information, consult your Dealer or KubotaUSA.com.     © Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2021. 

BeverageTractor.com
email: beveragetractor@hotmail.com

Blacksburg, Virginia
3809 South Main St. 

and 2085 Stuarts Draft Hwy (Rt 340 S) •  Stuarts Draft, VA

Call:  540-315-3440

SALES | PARTS | SERVICE
Not your cookie cutter kind of clothes...

Enjoy a great selection to

wear or to give.
(Wrapped for Free)

860 University City Blvd, Blacksburg

Mon - Sat 11:00am-4pm

(540) 951-8102

Always free and convenient parking

Remember:
December 7:  Pearl Harbor Day

January 6:  U.S. Capitol Day

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

tained during construc-
tion. Estimated comple-
tion is Fall 2021.

LANE CLOSURES: 
Alternating lane closures 
may be in place for mill-
ing and paving on I-81 
southbound during night-
time hours, 9 p.m. to 6 
a.m. the next morning. 
Expect lane closures on 
Route 8 between the on 
and off  ramps of I-81.

RAMP CLOSURES: 
Weather permitting, the 
I-81 southbound exit 114 
on and off  ramps may be 
closed during nighttime 
hours for milling and 
paving from 11 p.m. to 6 
a.m. Message boards will 
update drivers. Only one 
ramp will be closed at a 
time.

Nighttime lane closures 
may be in place periodi-
cally on I-81 southbound 
from 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. the 
following morning.

ROUTE 11 BRIDGE 
DECK REPLACEMENT 
- Work is underway on 
Route 11 southbound to 
replace the bridge deck 
over the Norfolk South-
ern Railroad. Th e bridge 
is located .4 miles north 
of the intersection with 
Route 748 (Big Spring 
Drive) and .4 mile south 
of the intersection with 
Route 603 (North Fork 

Road).  Th e left lane of 
both Route 11 north and 
south is closed with a de-
tour in place until the 
completion of the proj-
ect.  Once in place, the 
detour will re-route Route 
11 south traffi  c through 
the left lane of Route 11 
north, limiting each direc-
tion to a single lane. Th e 
expected completion date 
is November 2021.

TRAFFIC SWITCH: 
A new traffi  c pattern 
reducing traffi  c to one 
lane is in place detour-
ing Route 11 southbound 
traffi  c through the left 
lane of Route 11 north-
bound between the inter-
sections above. Traffi  c is 
expected to switch back to 
normal operation on No-
vember 8.

ROUTE 636 BRIDGE 
REPLACEMENT AT 
SENECA HOLLOW - 
Work has begun replacing 
the bridge on Route 636 
over the Roanoke River 
at Seneca Hollow. A road 
closure with a detour is 
in place from Echo Hills 
Road to .36 mile south 
of Route 460. Th e de-
tour will restrict access to 
Route 460 at Seneca Hol-
low and will require trav-
elers to enter/exit Route 
460 at Friendship Road 
near Wheeling Hollow. 

Th e project is expected 
to be completed in Fall 
2021.

UTILITY WORK ON 
ROUTE 460 - MMI will 
be installing fi ber optic 
along Route 460 from 
the Giles County line to 
the Floyd County line. 
Th is work will be ongo-
ing. Motorists should ex-
pect shoulders and/or lane 
closures for travel in both 
directions.

VARIOUS ROADS 
FOR UTILITY WORK 
- Utility crews will be 
working on overhead 
lines along a general cor-
ridor alignment follow-
ing Route 114 (Peppers 
Ferry), Route 460 Busi-
ness (Franklin Street) and 
Route 11/460 (Roanoke 
Road).  Th e work zone 
will span from the Pu-
laski/Montgomery county 
line to the Montgomery/
Roanoke county line.  In 
addition, various side 
roads will be impacted 
by intermittent closures 
for crossings.  Motorists 
should expect shoulder 
closures and lane closures 
for travel in both direc-
tions.  Intermittent full 
closures of the roads will 
be required for periods 
lasting no longer than 15 
minutes.  Work hours are 
scheduled for 9 a.m. to 

3:30 p.m. daily.  Advance 
warning for weekend 
work involving closures 
of primary highways on 
weekend mornings from 
6 a.m. to 10 a.m. will 
be provided via message 
boards once scheduled.  
Work is scheduled to last 
until Fall 2021.

DMV Notice: Th e 
bridge on I-81 north-
bound at mile marker 114 
currently has a restricted 
width for wide loads of 26 
feet or larger.

INTERSTATE 81
INTERSTATE 81 

LANE WIDENING 
C O N S T R U C T I O N 
EXIT 141 TO EXIT 143 
– A project to widen the 
lanes on I-81 in Roanoke 
in both northbound and 
southbound directions 
between Exit 141 to Exit 
143 has begun. Work will 
continue to be conducted 
within the median and 
shoulder within the bar-
rier walls. Sound wall 
installation is underway. 
Weekday and weekend 
lane and shoulder closures 
may be in place. Estimat-
ed completion date of the 
project is Summer 2022.

Drivers should expect 
delays. A left lane closure 
may be in place on I-81 
northbound or south-

bound during nighttime 
hours from 8 p.m. to 6 
a.m. while equipment and 
materials are brought into 
and out of the median. 
Message boards will alert 
drivers.

Daytime lane closures 
with fl agging operations 
may be in place on Green 
Ridge Road due to instal-
lation of shoulder stone.

I-81 PAVING OPERA-
TIONS – Weather per-
mitting, crews will pave, 
patch and repair pavement 
on various routes.  Lane 
closures may be in place 
during nighttime hours, 
9 p.m. to 6 a.m. the fol-
lowing morning. Drivers 
should watch for signs and 
expect possible delays.

I-81 BRIDGE DECK 
REPAIRS – Weather per-
mitting, crews will repair 
bridge decks on Interstate 
81. Between mile mark-
ers 147 to 162, right and 
left lane closures will be 
in place northbound and 
southbound during night-
time hours, 9 p.m. to 6 
a.m. the following morn-
ing. Drivers should watch 
for signs and expect pos-
sible delays.

I-81 POTHOLE 
PATCHING OPERA-
TIONS – Weather per-
mitting, crews will patch 
potholes along south-
bound and northbound 
Interstate 81. Mobile right 
and left lane closures will 
be in place and moving 
along northbound and 
southbound lanes during 
nighttime hours, 9 p.m. 
to 6 a.m. the following 
morning. Drivers should 
watch for moving vehicles 
and equipment. Expect 
possible delays.

INTERSTATE 581
ROUTE 581 BRIDGE 

WORK OVER WIL-
LIAMSON ROAD – 
Work is underway to re-
hab the bridge on I-581 
that crosses over Route 
11 (Williamson Road) 
in Downtown Roanoke. 
On Route 11 (William-
son Road) drivers can 
expect intermittent and 
alternating lane closures 
between the intersections 
with Rutherford Avenue 
and Wells Avenue. Any 
impacts to I-581 will be 
minimal. Th e project is 
expected to be complete at 
the end of 2021.

LANE CLOSURES:
A left lane closure will 

be in place on northbound 
and southbound I-581 
from mile marker 0-1, 
Monday at 7 a.m. through 
Wednesday at 7 p.m.

A right lane closure 
will be in place on north-
bound and southbound 
I-581 from mile marker 
0-1, Th ursday at 7 a.m. 
through Saturday at 7 
p.m.

A left and center lane 
closure will be in place on 
northbound and south-
bound I-581 from mile 
marker 0-1, Saturday at 5 
p.m. through Sunday at 2 
p.m.   

A right lane closure 
may be in place on Route 
11 northbound between 

the intersections of Ruth-
erford Avenue and Wells 
Avenue periodically.

Beginning Monday, 
Nov. 1 through Friday 
morning Nov. 5, night-
time left lane closures for 
both the northbound and 
southbound directions of 
Route 11, between the 
intersections referenced 
above, will be in place.

I-581/220 LANE & 
RAMP CLOSURES FOR 
PAVING AND MAIN-
TENANCE OPERA-
TIONS IN ROANOKE 
COUNTY– Weather 
permitting, crews will be 
milling and paving along 
Interstate 81. Right and 
left lane closures will be in 
place along northbound 
and southbound lanes 
during nighttime hours. 
Drivers should expect pos-
sible delays.

I-581 BRIDGE DECK 
REPAIRS – Weather per-
mitting, crews will repair 
bridge decks on Interstate 
581. Right, center and 
left lane closures will be 
in place northbound and 
southbound during night-
time hours, 10 p.m. to 6 
a.m. the following morn-
ing. Drivers should watch 
for signs and expect pos-
sible delays.

INTERSTATE 77 
(CARROLL COUNTY)

I-77 PAVING OP-
ERATIONS – Weather 
permitting, crews will be 
performing paving opera-
tions along Interstate 77 
between mile marker 24 
and 0.  Right and left lane 
closures may be in place 
along northbound and 
southbound lanes during 
nighttime hours, 7 p.m. 
to 6 a.m. Drivers should 
watch for moving vehicles 
and equipment. Expect 
possible delays.

I-77 BRIDGE DECK 
REPAIRS – Weather per-
mitting, crews will repair 
bridge decks on Interstate 
77.  Right and left lane 
closures may be in place 
northbound or south-
bound during nighttime 
hours, 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. 
the following morning. 
Drivers should watch for 
signs and expect possible 
delays.

I-77 LANE & RAMP 
CLOSURES FOR 
MAINTENANCE OP-
ERATIONS IN CAR-
ROLL COUNTY– 
Weather permitting, 
crews will be milling, pav-
ing and performing main-
tenance along Interstate 
77. Right and left lane 
closures will be in place 
along northbound and 
southbound lanes during 
nighttime hours. Drivers 
should expect possible de-
lays.

BRUSH REMOVAL 
& SHOULDER WORK 
– Weather permitting, 
crews will remove and 
clear brush and work 
on shoulders and slopes 
along I-77 northbound 
and southbound from 
mile marker 17 to 14 dur-
ing nighttime hours, 7 
p.m. to 7 a.m. the follow-
ing morning. A left lane 
closure will be in place. 

VDOT from page 9




