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HARRISONBURG—It’s prime time for 
turkey, and Virginia farmers have been hard at 
work raising birds for Th anksgiving and other 
meals.

Virginia turkey production is ranked sixth 
in the U.S., according to the National Agricul-
tural Statistics Service. In 2021, the state’s tur-
key growers are expected to raise 14.5 million 
birds. Th is is down 9% from the 16 million 
raised in 2020, NASS reported in September. 
Nationally, NASS forecasts the number of 
turkeys raised in 2021 will be down 4% from 
2020.

“Virginia has not diminished as an impor-
tant turkey-producing state,” said Hobey Bau-
han, president of the Virginia Poultry Federa-
tion. He noted that the number of birds raised 

in Virginia fl uctuates from year to year, but 
the state remains among the top 10 turkey-
producing states.

He blamed supply chain issues and work-
force challenges for the drop in turkey produc-
tion this year. Since supplies may be tight this 
Th anksgiving season, Bauhan recommends 
that consumers plan ahead.

“Virginia is cranking out fresh turkeys, and 
they will be on shelves in the weeks leading up 
to Th anksgiving,” he noted. “And you can buy 
a frozen turkey now. Th ey are frozen fresh, so 
they’re just as good as fresh.”

Th e Virginia poultry industry, which in-
cludes chickens, eggs, and turkeys, employs 

For some, a giant vat of hot 
cooking oil screams danger, but 
for others, it represents deep-fried 
turkey goodness.

“It’s very tasty,” said Hobey 
Bauhan, president of the Virginia 
Poultry Federation. “When you 
fry a turkey, it seems to lock in the 
moisture. Th e meat’s very moist, 
and the outside is nice and crispy.”

Standing around the turkey fry-
er chatting with friends and fam-
ily is a fond activity for many. And 
while it’s fun to watch a Th anks-
giving bird bubbling, it’s also im-
portant to remember frying and 
eating safety.

“You might be inclined to do 
it in an enclosed area because it’s 
chilly out,” said Howard Hill, 
president of King & Queen Coun-
ty Farm Bureau. “But it should al-
ways be done outside in an open 
area. A lot of problems can hap-
pen when people are in enclosed 
areas.”

Hill raises and sells a small fl ock 
of turkeys each year for the holi-
days, and deep-frying is among his 
favorite ways to prepare Th anks-
giving turkeys. In addition to fry-
ing outside, he recommends peo-
ple wear rubber gloves and aprons 
to protect themselves.

“You could get scalded,” Hill 
cautioned.

When frying a turkey, the Na-
tional Turkey Federation suggests 
using a 40- to 60-quart pot with 
a basket, and the fryer should be 
placed in the grass or dirt away 
from anything that could poten-
tially catch fi re. Th e pot should 
be fi lled with enough oil to com-
pletely submerge the bird without 
spilling over.

As for the turkey, smaller is 
better, ideally between eight and 
10 pounds but no larger than 12 

Virginians will be able to feed 
their families a Th anksgiving meal 
for less than $6.50 per person this 
year, according to an informal price 
survey conducted by the Virginia 
Farm Bureau Federation.

Th e survey of common gro-
cery items found on Th anksgiving 
tables places the average cost of a 
traditional meal for 10 adults at 
$63.66, or $6.37 per person. Th is is 
a 5.52% increase from the 2020 av-
erage price of $60.33 for a 10-per-
son meal.

Th e menu includes turkey, ham, 
stuffi  ng, sweet potatoes, russet po-
tatoes, rolls, carrots, celery, cranber-
ries, green beans, peas, milk, and 
pumpkin pie with whipped cream. 
Prices were reported by volunteer 
shoppers around the state using no 
promotional sales or coupons.

Th e fact that 2021’s Th anksgiv-
ing meal price tag has increased 
should not be surprising consider-
ing the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
reported in October that the cost of 
all food is up more than 5% from a 
year ago.

“While supply chain and work-
force issues are plaguing all sec-
tors of the economy, traditional 
Th anksgiving dinner ingredients 
are still readily available at grocery 

stores across Virginia,” noted Elijah 
Griles, a Virginia Farm Bureau Fed-
eration commodity specialist.

“Our farmers work hard to put 
food on Virginians’ tables, and de-
spite the global pandemic and the 
challenges it has presented them, 
they have persevered. We are thank-
ful for their work and the abun-
dance they provide us during the 
Th anksgiving season,” Griles said.

Th is is the 18th year Virginia 
Farm Bureau has conducted the 
survey, which is based on an annual 
survey organized by American Farm 
Bureau Federation.

Volunteer shoppers checked 
prices online and in person at 33 
grocery stores across the state. Ac-
cording to the results, the Farm 
Bureau found the average cost of 
a 16-pound turkey was $25.17 or 
about $1.57 per pound. Th e 2020 
average was $1.40 per pound.

Th e organization discovered the 
average price for a 4-pound bone-in 
ham was $8.47; a gallon of whole 
milk was $3.22; frozen peas, $1.22; 
frozen green beans, $1.24; three 
pounds of sweet potatoes, $2.80; 
a 5-pound bag of russet potatoes, 
$3.45; fresh celery, $1.56; fresh car-

GasBuddy: High gas prices to 
keep most Americans off  the 
road over Th anksgiving

While the economy 
may be bouncing back, 
Thanksgiving travel is not.

GasBuddy, the leading 
fuel savings platform pro-
viding North American 
drivers with the most ways 
to save money on gas, re-
vealed in its 2021 An-
nual Thanksgiving Travel 
Survey that only 32% of 
Americans plan to trav-
el for Thanksgiving this 
year, a decline from 35% 
last year that compares to 
some 65% that planned to 
hit the road for Thanks-
giving 2019.

“The national average 
price of gasoline is pro-
jected to decline to $3.35 
per gallon on Thanksgiv-
ing Day, still amongst the 
highest we’ve seen in over 
seven years,” said Patrick 
De Haan, head of petro-
leum analysis at GasBud-
dy. “But there remains a 
remote chance that should 
oil suddenly surge, gas 

prices could quickly fol-
low and potentially beat 
2012’s record for the most 
expensive national average 
ever for the date: $3.44 
per gallon.

“Similarly to last year, 
motorists are contending 
with a rise in COVID cases 
ahead of the Thanksgiving 
holiday when many drive 
to celebrate with friends 
and family,” De Haan said. 
“Only this year, we’re also 
just cents away from the 
highest Thanksgiving gas 
prices ever recorded. With 
global oil demand surging 
this year as the pandemic 
has eased, we find our-
selves in unfamiliar terri-
tory: Some of the highest 
Thanksgiving gas prices 
on record. Americans are 
responding to the prices 
by slamming the car door 
shut and staying off the 
road.”

According to GasBud-
dy’s survey, seventy-five 

percent of Americans also 
say that COVID-19 has 
had no impact on their 
holiday plans this year, 
up substantially from last 
year’s 46%. Yet, even fewer 
Americans are traveling 
this year than in 2020. 
Fifty percent of Americans 
say they are driving less 
overall this year, and when 
asked what it would take 
for them to drive more, an 
overwhelming 78% said 
lower gas prices.

Those who are traveling 
are opting for shorter trips 
with most (13%) expect-
ing to spend one to three 
hours in the car. When 
it comes to making a rest 
stop, decent gas prices 
remained of most impor-
tance to those selecting, 
though location and con-
venience rose above the 
rest stop’s cleanliness in 
2021’s results.

Virginia remains an important 
turkey-producing state Fry your turkey safely 

this Th anksgiving

No doubt a giant vat of hot cooking 
oil can be dangerous, but standing 
around the turkey fryer chatting with 
friends and family is a Thanksgiving 
tradition for many.

Average price of 2021
Virginia Thanksgiving 
meal increases to 
$6.37 per person

Virginia ranks sixth in the nation in turkey production with an expected 14.5 million birds 
in 2021.

See Average Price, page 3

See Gas Prices, page 5

See Turkeys, page 5

See Fry Safely, page 3
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday, Nov. 24:

MFRL closed
All branches of the MFRL libraries 

will close at noon on Wednesday, Nov. 
24 and remain closed on Th ursday, Nov. 
25 and Friday, Nov. 26 for Th anksgiving.

Radford Drop Center Hours
Closed Nov. 24 through Nov. 26 for 

the Th anksgiving holiday

Radford Library Closed
RPL will be closed in observance of 

Th anksgiving from Wednesday, Nov. 24 
- Sunday, Nov. 28.

Sunday, Nov. 28:
Chess Club
At the Blacksburg Library at 3 p.m. 

Kids and teens ages 8 and up are wel-
come to sharpen their chess skills. Sup-
plies will be provided. All skill levels are 
welcome.

Monday, Nov. 29:
Talking About Books: “Th e Last An-

niversary”
At the Blacksburg Library at 11 a.m. 

To be discussed is “Th e Last Anniversary” 
by Liane Moriarity.  Call ahead to reserve 
a copy.

Tuesday, Nov. 30:
Gingerbread House Making
At the Meadowbrook Public Library 

at 4 p.m. Build a personalized ginger-
bread house for the holidays.  Registra-
tion is required.  Sign up by calling the 
library at 540-268-1964.

 
Dino Party
At the Blacksburg Library at 4:30 p.m. 

Say goodbye to Dinovember with a Dino 
Party at the library. Come dig for fossils, 
hatch dinosaur eggs, and design a dino-
saur. Email mroach@mfrl.org for more 
information.

 

Throughout November:
Donate your old sneakers
Th e RADical Change Commission 

and GotSneakers have partnered up to 
promote healthy communities with cre-

ative recycling. Th is sneaker drive fund-
raiser will help keep sneakers out of land-
fi lls and reduce toxic chemicals released 
in the air and the soil. All sneakers from 
the drive are recirculated to people who 
want quality, reusable footwear at af-
fordable prices or repurposed into new 
surfaces such as playgrounds and tracks. 
Donors are asked to wash their old sneak-
ers before dropping them off  at either of 
the following locations: 1) Unity Chris-
tian Church, 400 Tyler Ave. (corner of 
Tyler and Clement), Radford, Monday 
through Th ursday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
Friday 8 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Th e bin is 
located at the offi  ce door facing Moe’s 
Southwest Grill. 2) Th e Shelter, 1205 
Downey St., Radford. Th e bin is located 
on the front porch. Drop-off  hours are 
anytime day or night. Sneakers will be 
collected through Nov. 30. Th ey can be 
in any size or condition.

Help the Veterans with Your Dona-
tions

All the month of November at the 
Meadowbrook Public Library, a collec-
tion point for items needed at the VA 
Medical Center in Salem.  Th e following 
items may be donated by dropping them 
off  at the library during November: de-
odorant, denture adhesive, 3 in 1 body 
wash/shampoo/conditioner, body lotion, 
toothpaste, nail clippers, sweatpants, 
sweatshirts, t-shirts (size M, L, XL) , and 
new baseball caps.

No brush collections in November
Christiansburg public works crews are 

not collecting brush this month due to 
equipment failure. Brush collection will 
resume in December once repairs are 
completed.

Wednesday, Dec. 1:
Radford Annual Tree Lighting Cer-

emony
Th e Radford Coff ee Company (RCC) 

will off er hot cocoa and cookies from the 
library parking lot prior to the lighting 
of the tree. Libby and Olivia, members 
of the Grove United Methodist Church 
hand bell choir, will perform music and 
also lead interactive hand bell playing for 
little ones. Radford Mayor David Hor-
ton will provide the countdown for the 
magical tree lighting, and Santa will be 
on hand to fl ip the switch. Th is event 
takes place outside, rain or shine so at-

tendees should dress accordingly.

Thursday, Dec. 2:
Radford Holiday Parade
Radford’s Holiday Parade, themed 

“Winter Nights and Magical Lights,” will 
take place at 7 p.m. Th e line-up begins at 
6 p.m. Th e parade route will line up on 
East Main Street between Tyler Avenue 
and University Drive Bridge and proceed 
westward along Main Street to the Cen-
tral Square Shopping Center.

Saturday, Dec. 4:
CHS Music Department Breakfast 

with Santa
At Christiansburg High School from 

8 a.m. until noon. Th e CHS Music De-
partment presents its annual breakfast 
with Santa featuring a pancake breakfast, 
games, crafts, and a photo op with Santa. 
Families can bring their own camera or 
phone and take a picture with Santa. 
As an event in a Virginia public school, 
masks must be worn at all times with the 
exception of when attendees are eating. 
Th e cost is $5 for children 12 and under 
and $8 for ages 13 and up.

Sunday, Dec. 5:
Luminaries Display
Th e annual Stroubles Mill Neighbor-

hood Association Luminaries Display in 
Blacksburg will begin at 5:30 p.m. Th e 
rain date is Dec. 6.

Wednesday, Dec. 8:
Brown Bag Book Club
At the Radford Public Library on the 

second Wednesday of each month from 
noon to 1 p.m. Attendees may bring 
a lunch. To be discussed this month is 
“Th e Great Alone” by Kristin Hannah.

Saturday, Dec. 11:
Handcrafted Holiday Pop up Market 

and Holiday Open House at Glencoe 
Mansion

Th e annual Handcrafted Holiday 
Pop-Up Market is hosted by Mountain-
Trotter Arts and will be held from noon 
until 4 p.m. at Glencoe Mansion, Mu-

seum and Gallery. Th e market features 
one-of-a-kind and high quality hand-
crafted works by local artisans, perfect 
for holiday shopping. Enjoy hot bever-
ages, sweet treats, and live holiday mu-
sic. A special feature inside the mansion, 
museum, and gallery is the holiday dis-
play, “Christmas in Virginia,” which will 
transport attendees through Virginia’s 
past into the present.  Th e gift shop will 
feature a wide variety of items, and the 
museum will feature works by local art-
ists in its gallery space. Th e event and the 
museum are both open to the public with 
no admission charge. In case of weather 
issues, the rain date will be Dec. 18.

Tuesday, Dec. 14:
Sons of Confederate Veterans meet-

ing
Th e Sons of Confederate Veterans, 

Stuart Horse Artillery Camp 1784 will 
meet at 7 p.m. at Aly’s Italian Family 
Restaurant at 3204 Riner Road. Mem-
bers of the United Daughters of the 
Confederacy (UDC) are invited to at-
tend. For further information, call 320-
4315 or 239-9864.

Ongoing:
Second annual Radford holiday dis-

play contest
Th e Radford Chamber of Commerce’s 

second annual holiday display contest 
is underway as Radford businesses and 
residents are urged to come up with their 
best window or home displays. Th e entry 
fee is $25, and the entry deadline is Nov. 
30 with decorations required to be up 
by Dec. 10. Public voting will then take 
place from Dec. 10 through Dec. 22.

“Paper Alchemy” exhibit
Currently on display in the gallery 

in the Covington Center at Radford 
University. Th is is an exhibition of jew-
elry and other objects made from Th ur-
manite®, a material invented by James 
Th urman, an artist who teaches at the 
University of North Texas. Th urmanite 
is a unique composite material made 
of layers of recycled paper bonded to-
gether with an environmentally friendly 
plant-based resin. “Paper Alchemy” is a 
dynamic demonstration of the artists’ 
range of inventive problem-solving and 
creativity.

VT food safety expert warns against holiday foodborne illnesses
To have a safe and en-

joyable Th anksgiving Day 
meal with family and 
friends, proper food safe-
ty precautions should be 
taken to avoid foodborne 
illness, said Minh Duong, 
a postdoctoral associate in 
the Virginia Tech College 
of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences’ Department of 
Food Science and Tech-
nology.

“It’s vital to clean 
throughout the cook-
ing process and to not 
accidentally cross-con-
taminate surfaces during 
holiday food prep,” says 
Duong.

When preparing the 
classic holiday turkey, 
Duong says there are im-
portant steps to take to 
ensure a tasty – yet safe 

– experience for all. Th e 
only pain you experience 
on Th anksgiving Day 
should be from overeat-
ing, not foodborne illness.

For example, Duong 
says not to wash a turkey 
prior to cooking.

“Washing raw poultry 
won’t kill bacteria, but 
cooking to the proper 
internal temperature 
will,” according to Du-
ong. “Washing your tur-
key could cause harmful 
bacteria to be sprayed 
onto nearby counters and 
throughout your kitchen.”

Duong says it’s also 
important to buy a fresh 
turkey and try not to pur-
chase more than one to 
two days in advance. Keep 
it stored on the bottom 
shelf of the refrigerator in 

a tray or pan to catch any 
juices that may leak.

Frozen turkeys should 
be kept in the freezer un-
til they are ready to thaw 
and be cooked. Th awing 
in the refrigerator will re-
quire about 24 hours for 
every fi ve pounds. A tur-
key can be quickly thawed 
with these techniques, ac-
cording to Duong:

Submerge the turkey in 
a container of cool water, 
changing the water every 
30 minutes. Plan to allow 
it to soak for 30 minutes 
per pound.

Before committing 
to thawing your turkey 
in the microwave, make 
sure to check the owner’s 
manual for the size turkey 
that will fi t, the minutes 
per pound, and the pow-

er level. A general rule is 
to allow six minutes per 
pound.

A proper internal tem-
perature for the turkey is 
required to ensure that all 
bacteria are killed and the 
meat is safe to eat.

“Using a digital tip-sen-
sitive food thermometer 
is the only way to know 
that your turkey is done,” 
says Duong. “Looking 
at it, seeing if the juices 
run clear, or cutting it 
open and looking at color 
does not tell you it’s safe. 
Poultry like turkey and 
chicken should be cooked 
to an internal temperature 
of at least 165°F. Check 
the temperature in three 
spots: the thickest part of 
the breast, the innermost 
part of the wings, and 
the innermost part of the 
thigh.”

Th is oft-forgotten in-

ternal temperature rule 
also applies to stuffi  ng, 
which also must reach 
165 degrees in multiple 
places. To avoid overcook-
ing the turkey while try-
ing to properly cook the 
stuffi  ng, Duong recom-
mends cooking the stuff -
ing separately.

Another important 
theme, Duong says, is 
cleaning. Cleaning of 
surfaces, hands, and any-
thing that comes into 
contact with raw meat 
will help prevent the 
spread of foodborne bac-
teria through cross-con-
tamination.

Th e fi nal piece to an 
enjoyable Th anksgiving 
Day meal that provides 
for days ahead is properly 
storing the leftovers. Left-
overs should be refriger-
ated within two hours, 
and any large pieces of 

turkey should be broken 
down and refrigerated in 
shallow containers to al-
low for quicker cooling, 
says Duong. All leftovers 
should be eaten within 
three to four days or fro-
zen.

Minh Duong is a post-
doctoral researcher in the 
Department of Food Sci-
ence and Technology and 
a member of Renee Boyer’s 
food safety and extension 
lab. His research focuses 
on food safety education 
and communication. He 
received his Ph.D. in food 
science and technology from 
Virginia Tech in 2021, his 
master’s degree in food sci-
ence from North Carolina 
State University, and his 
bachelor’s degree in biologi-
cal sciences from Virginia 
Tech.

Among the warnings food safety expert Minh Duong issues about preparing turkeys 
for Thanksgiving is not to wash the bird prior to cooking since that won’t kill 
bacteria. Only cooking to the proper temperature will.
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575 Arbor Drive, 
Christiansburg

www.nrvsuperbowl.biz

Call 382-5525 for
all information

IT’S GAME TIME AT THE SUPERBOWL!
Christmas Gift Certificates Now Available

Christmas Gift Certificates in Stock Now

“The perfect gift and 
no Supply Chain problems”

“The perfect gift for all ages - 
youth, adults and seniors”

AUCTION SALE!
November 27,2021

STARTS AT 10:00 A.M.
Registration begins at 9:30 AM

Bins available for auction are subject to change 
due to customer payment prior to sale.

PACK IT IN II
3822 BOB WHITE BLVD

NEWBERN ROAD
PULASKI, VIRGINIA

PHONE: (540) 980-4739
Storage Bins:

125,136,46,40,192,95,73,126,79,3,109,27,13,190

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING… RADFORD STORAGE
112 DUNCAN LANE
RADFORD, VIRGINIA

PHONE: (540) 633-1516
Storage Bins: 308,119,143,140,156,286,322,249,

198, A8,A49,A43,30,A32,178,95,1,43,B13,16

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING… PACK IT IN
502 EAST MAIN STREET

RADFORD, VIRGINIA
PHONE: (540) 639-9075

Storage Bins:
38,81,132,151,77,101,102,170,33,98,51,130

NOTICE:
ALL WILL BE AUCTIONED AND SOLD BY BIN 

ONLY, ACCORDING TO CODE SEC. 
8.7-210 (PROPERTY BEING SOLD TO COVER 

DELINQUENT STORAGE PAYMENTS).

APX Services LLC 
540-566-6920

Average Price from page 1

Fry Safely from page 1

rots, $.89; two pie shells, 
$2.36; whipping cream, 
$1.63; canned pumpkin 
pie fi lling, $3.44; fresh 
cranberries, $2.30; stuff -
ing mix, $2.75; and a 
dozen dinner rolls, $3.17.

Th e Virginia local-
ity with the highest aver-
age cost for a meal this 
year was Ruckersville 
in Greene County at 
$81.80. Th e locality with 
the lowest average cost 
was Rockbridge County 
at $45.29.

“We are proud that 
our Virginia farmers pro-
duce quality food,” said 
Virginia Farm Bureau 
President Wayne F. Pryor. 
“And we hope that when 
people sit down to their 
Th anksgiving meal they 
will appreciate the farm-
ers who provided the 
main ingredients.”

While statewide, ham 
and turkey prices were 
higher this year, cranber-
ries, sweet potatoes, car-
rots, and frozen peas and 
beans were less expensive 
overall.

“Meat has seen in-
creased retail prices re-
cently, and turkey is no 
exception,” Griles said. 
“Th is is largely a result of 
limited processing capac-
ity due to worker short-
ages, a lack of trucks, and 
a reduction in cold stor-
age stocks as many con-
sumers have demanded 
smaller birds and pur-
chased turkeys earlier 
than before.”

Nationally, the Ameri-

can Farm Bureau Fed-
eration’s informal survey 
found the average cost 
of a classic Th anksgiving 
meal for 10 was $53.31, 
a 14% increase from 
$46.90 in 2020. Th is 
price does not include 
ham, russet potatoes, and 
green beans, which were 
added in 2018. Virginia’s 
average price of a Th anks-
giving meal without those 
three items is $50.50.

When ham, potatoes, 
and beans are added to 
the American Farm Bu-
reau tally, the average cost 
of a U.S. Th anksgiving 
meal is $68.72, a 14% 
increase from $60.11 in 
2020.

Th e main factor con-
tributing to the signifi -
cant rise in the overall 
price was a 24% increase 
in the average retail price 
for turkeys, noted Dr. 
Roger Cryan, chief econ-
omist for the American 
Farm Bureau Federation. 
He cited infl ation and 
supply chain issues as the 
main factors increasing 
the price of turkey.

American Farm Bu-
reau Federation also re-
ported that volunteer 
shoppers checked prices 
Oct. 26 through Nov. 8, 
about two weeks before 
most grocery store chains 
began featuring whole 
frozen turkeys at sharp-
ly lower prices. Details 
about the American Farm 
Bureau Federation survey 
fi ndings are available at 
fb.org/newsroom.

pounds.
Keep thermometers handy, too: 

One to monitor the oil’s tempera-
ture, and a meat thermometer for 
the bird. Th e oil should be 350 
degrees for frying, and the turkey 
is cooked through when it reaches 
an internal temperature of 165 de-
grees.

“If you’re cooking to 165 de-
grees, you’re going to kill any bac-
teria that might be on or in the tur-
key,” Bauhan said. “When it comes 
to foodborne illness, follow the 
four core principles: Clean, keep 
separate, cook thoroughly, and 
promptly refrigerate leftovers.”

Washing hands and surfaces 

often helps prevent cross-contam-
ination, Bauhan said, reducing ex-
posure to dangerous bacteria like 
salmonella.

For additional safety tips, step-
by-step instructions and recipes for 
frying a turkey, visit the National 
Turkey Federation’s website at eat-
turkey.org.

Despite her namesake, Lady Tremaine is far from 
wicked. She’s a shy gal who came to the Animal Care 
and Adoption Center as a young mother a short time 
ago. She is a petite feline with a beautiful tan, grey, 
and white coat.

Opie has been a resident at the ACAC for only a brief 
time but hopes to be in his furever home for the 
holidays. He is a sweet and gentle older dog. Opie is 
friendly and likes to meet new people.

PETSOFTHEWEEK
Each week the paper features pets from the Montgomery County Animal Care and Adoption Center (480 Cinnabar 

Road, Christiansburg). Th ose interested in adopting a pet can call 382-5795 or visit www.montgomerycountyva.gov/
acac. Hours are 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday through Friday and 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. Walk-ins are welcome. 

Virginia Christmas trees are a 
key part of holiday traditions

More than 10,000 acres 
of pine, spruce, and fi r 
trees are grown on 500 Vir-
ginia Christmas tree farms, 
and that’s good news for 
families whose holiday tra-
ditions include choosing a 
fresh Christmas tree.

Whether hand-cut or 
purchased from a local 
retailer, the state’s grow-
ers insist there’s nothing 
like the real thing. Th eir 
Virginia-grown Christmas 
trees illuminate homes 
statewide and brighten up 
living spaces from Ohio to 
Puerto Rico.

“Every local tree you can 
fi nd will be sold this year,” 
predicted Ryan Clouse, 
president of the Virginia 
Christmas Tree Growers 
Association and a grower 
with Clouse’s Pine Hill 
Farm in Frederick County, 
a choose-and-cut opera-
tion. “Already-tight sup-
plies were further impacted 
by heat and fi res in Or-
egon, which is the largest 
tree-producing state. It’s 
best to come the fi rst week-
end after Th anksgiving to 
have the best selection of 
trees.”

Clouse’s Pine Hill Farm 
was established in 1977 
when Ryan’s parents, Ron 
and Roberta Clouse, al-
lowed FFA students to 
plant pine trees on their 
property for a project. Th e 
fi rst crop of pines was har-
vested in 1984, and the 
family continues to plant 
1,000 seedlings a year. 
About 15,000 spruce, fi r, 
and pine trees currently are 
growing on 20 acres.

“We like to see families 
coming back—sometimes 
generations of the same 
families—who are really 

With 500 Christmas tree farms that grow more than 10,000 acres of pine, spruce, 
and fir trees, Virginia is ranked seventh nationwide for the harvest and production 
of pine, spruce, and fir Christmas trees. That amounts to better than $10 million in 
sales annually. Nevertheless, Ryan Clouse, president of the Virginia Christmas Tree 
Growers Association, predicts, “Every local tree you can find will be sold this year.”

plugged into the Christ-
mas tradition,” Clouse 
said.

A crop that requires 
more than fi ve years of 
cultivation is often har-
vested in a single weekend 
by families dedicated to 
the choose-and-cut tradi-
tion. Armed with saws, 
blankets, tarps, and ropes, 
some of them line up at 9 
a.m. on Black Friday to 
choose their trees.

Other families skip the 
saw and purchase fresh 
trees from local retailers. 
Many U.S. stores are sup-
plied by wholesale growers 

like Bottomley Evergreens 
and Farms in Grayson 
County. Bottomley is Vir-
ginia’s largest Christmas 
tree farm and plants 1 mil-
lion seedlings annually on 
600 acres.

“Th is year we’ll cut 
around 600,000 (trees),” 
said Carlos Taylor, Bot-
tomley’s Christmas tree 
manager. “Th ey’ll go to 
Texas, parts of New Jersey 
and New York, Ohio, part 
of Florida and down to 
Puerto Rico.”

Virginia Christmas 
tree sales top $10 million 
annually, and the state is 

ranked seventh nation-
wide for harvest and pro-
duction of fi r, pine and 
spruce trees.

“And Fraser fi rs are the 
Cadillac,” Taylor said. 
“Th ey grow better in the 
Blue Ridge Mountains 
than anywhere else. But 
you can’t pop a tree in the 
ground today and be ready 
to sell it this year.”

Workers hand-harvest 
most trees in the seventh 
year following a multi-sea-
son regimen of trimming 
and shaping. Cut trees are 
chilled for freshness prior 
to shipping.

Blacksburg is one of the 5 most 
aff ordable metros for utilities in the U.S.

As infl ation and winter 
set in, consumers are an-
ticipating a rise in their 
utility bills. In light of 
this, DoxoINSIGHTS 
has released a new report 
about comparative utili-
ties statistics that includes 
Blacksburg among the 
fi ve most aff ordable met-
ro areas for utilities in the 
country.

DoxoINSIGHTS is a 
Seattle-based company 
that provides insight into 
America’s bill pay statis-
tics and behavior.

Th e company’s data 
show that residents of 
Blacksburg pay $173 in 

utility bills each month, 
compared to the nation-
al average of $316 per 
month, a monthly bill 
low enough to include 
Blacksburg as one of the 
fi ve most aff ordable cit-
ies or towns for utilities 
across the country.

Th e bill-pay infograph-
ics the company used to 
determine its rankings in-
clude information on av-
erage monthly payments 
in 10 major household 
bill categories.

Th e company’s rank-
ings determined that 
Virginia is the 13th most 
expensive set of monthly 

bills in the country, aver-
aging $2,103 per month. 
Th e fi ve most expensive 
states for monthly bills, 
according to DoxoIN-
SIGHTS, are 1) Hawaii 
$2,755 2) California 
$2,562 3) New Jersey 
$2,543 4) Alaska $2,448 

and 5) Massachusetts 
$2,446.

Th e fi ve least expensive 
states for monthly bills are 
1) Indiana $1,588 2) New 
Mexico $1,585 3) Missis-
sippi $1,568 4) Arkansas 
$1,525 and 5) West Vir-
ginia $1,499
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OPINION

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Member of Jamaican 
religion
  6. Explodes
12. “Walter White” produced 
this
16. Promo
17. In a harmful way
18. Aluminium
19. Cerium
20. Female title
21. Singer DiFranco
22. Beloved alien
23. Free agent
24. Tax
26. Change
28. Heaviness
30. Third note of the solfège
31. Printing speed measure-
ment
32. Pouch
34. Brew
35. Female of a horse

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

37. Platforms
39. Type of hemline
40. “Traffic” actor Guzman
41. Counts on
43. Inhabitant of Media
44. Pitcher’s statistic
45. Beloved dish __ and 
cheese
47. An association of criminals
48. Samarium
50. Describes an action
52. About oviduct
54. Holy fire
56. Audio frequency
57. Stephen King novel
59. Rocky peak
60. South Dakota
61. Gallium
62. Larry and Curly’s buddy
63. One-dimensionality
66. Soldier
67. Act of foretelling future 
events

70. Envisaged
71. Establish by law
CLUES DOWN
  1. Regain possession of
  2. Indicates position
  3. Con games
  4. Checks
  5. Atomic mass unit
  6. Large groups
  7. Utah athlete
  8. Abnormal sound
  9. Scandal vocalist Patty
10. Atlanta rapper
11. Takes without permission
12. Apple computers
13. Hymn
14. Clue
15. Makes happy
25. Close to
26. Mimic
27. Cool!
29. Simplest
31. Preface

33. Represents the Tribe of Judah
36. Boxing great
38. Birth control means
39. English cathedral city
41. Refurbish
42. Test for high schoolers
43. “Boardwalk Empire” actress 
Gretchen
46. Most adorable
47. Large Pakistani tribe
49. Enemy to grass
51. Along the outer surface of 
a hull
53. Travels on water
54. Innermost Greek temple 
sanctuaries
55. Fire and __
58. Singer Turner
60. “__ the Man” Musial
64. __ de plume
65. Frozen water
68. An alternative
69. Intensive care

Buddy King: Th anksgiving memories from early childhood
Th anksgiving always 

brings back especially fond 
and warm memories of my 
early childhood. Th e setting 
for these recollections is the 
period of my life from age 
fi ve or six till the beginning 
of adolescence when my par-
ents apparently became either 
aliens or lepers, driving a need 
to distance myself from them.

But from the late 50’s till 
the fi erce onset of my teen-
age years in the mid-sixties, 
my Th anksgivings were pure 
Norman Rockwell, America 
at the height of post-World 
War II optimism, naivete and 
innocence.

First, there was the intense 
feeling of emancipation on 
Wednesday afternoons when 
school let out. Th e Wednes-
day before Th anksgiving was 
Friday on steroids. Four days 
of life without school ahead 
of me. As I have mentioned 
before, I was raised by school 
teachers (My fi rst dog was 
Spot. I am surprised I wasn’t 
named Dick, a sister no doubt 
would have been Jane.), and 
no one has benefi tted more 
than I have from what an 
education can mean in a life. 
But that doesn’t mean that 
my young self relished sitting 
in class. It was an intrusion on 
my play time. 

So, Wednesdays of this 
special week consisted of an 
undercurrent of euphoria 
at school, which must have 
been maddening to our 
teachers. Weather permitting, 
the afternoons after school on 
the day before Th anksgiving 

erupted into games of rough 
and tumble, a form of foot-
ball which involved one kid 
catching a punt and then try-
ing to cross a goal line with 
the rest of the neighborhood 
trying to tackle him (or her, 
my neighbor Lynn was possi-
bly the best athlete on Cherry 
Lane).

Weather not permitting, 
as was often the case, the 
holiday weekend began in-
doors with a couple of other 
neighborhood kids. Th is usu-
ally involved playing with toy 
guns or toy soldiers and fi ght-
ing the Germans just like our 
daddies had done. 

Th e Wednesday before 
Th anksgiving now is usu-
ally thought of as the busiest 
travel day of the year. I have 
several more recent memories 
of hilarious complications 
I have encountered in try-
ing to make it home for the 
holiday from business travel 
or trying to visit out-of-town 
family. But in the Christians-
burg of my early years, you 
didn’t travel on holidays. You 
stayed put, where you had ev-
erything and everybody you 
needed anyway. My world in 
those days consisted of Chris-
tiansburg, Blacksburg (for 
football and basketball games 
at Tech), Roanoke (for shop-
ping, Mecca for my mother 
and her sisters, agony for me) 
and Myrtle Beach. Th at was 
it. Nowhere else existed. My 
grandparents on both sides, 
my aunts, six to eight fi rst 
cousins, and a few uncles all 
lived within a mile or two of 

my home. So the thought 
of Th anksgiving as involv-
ing travel was inconceivable. 
Where would we have gone? 

Turkey Day itself was for 
me the single best day of the 
year, better than Christmas 
in many ways. In my mind’s 
eye, the day always (almost) 
dawned bright and sunny. 
Th ere were still a few scarlet 
or golden leaves on the trees. 
Th e weather was wonderfully 
crisp. As was normal in my 
home, my Dad and I were up 
early, my mother ‘languish-
ing” in bed to midday - some-
times as late as seven a.m.

Th ere would at some 
point be a fl urry of activity 
involving preparation for one 
of the great Christiansburg 
traditions of the time: the 
community Th anksgiving 
church service. Th is annual 
event was when the Meth-
odists and the Presbyterians 
and the Baptists in town laid 
down their dogmas and com-
muned together. It took place 
at nine in the morning, and I 
am sure all were welcome, but 
in Christiansburg of that time 
“all” pretty much consisted 
of Methodists (our “team”), 
Presbyterians (including the 
entire opposite side of Cherry 
Lane, my side being all Meth-
odists except for one out-
lier Episcopalian family), and 
Baptists. Diverse religiously 
we were not.

Less one think that some-
how sitting in church was the 
highlight of my 8-year-old 
life, rest assured it was not! 
If school was hard on me, 
church was unbearable. Th e 
“fi dget factor” reached record 
levels. My father, a kind and 
(usually) patient man, stared 
me into submission. Th e 
service seemed to last until 
Th ursday of the next week. 
But, fi nally and mercifully, it 
would end, and there would 

be a period of mutual ex-
changes of good wishes and 
other salutations outside the 
church. Th en the main event 
would begin.

We would hurry home 
and change out of our 
“church duds,” as my father 
called them, into warmer 
clothing, and hit the road for 
Roanoke  to Victory Stadium 
and the annual VPI-VMI 
football game. In my world 
this was the seminal event of 
the entire sports year, if not of 
life itself.

One year I was in such a 
hurry that, having been or-
dered to remain at the kitch-
en table until I fi nished my 
breakfast while my parents 
readied themselves, I shoved 
a sausage patty through the 
radiator vent next to my chair 
to get rid of it. A few weeks 
later when this misdeed was 
detected, my dad did not 
accept my explanation that 
the dog must have done it. 
Something about lacking op-
posable thumbs. 

Th e trip down Christians-
burg Mountain to the game 
was fun in the great anticipa-
tion but paled in comparison 
to the main event itself. At this 
point in time, both schools 
were all military. Th e game 
was viewed as the Southern 
version of the Army-Navy 
game, the “Military Classic 
of the South.” In my mind, it 
was bigger than Army versus 
Navy, bigger than Alabama 
versus Auburn, bigger than 
Ohio State versus Michigan. 
You get my drift; it was big-
time in my small world.

Forget the fact that these 
two Virginia schools still 
played with true student-ath-
letes, young men who would 
go on to become military 
and community leaders, re-
nowned engineers and scien-
tists, successful farmers, and 

business leaders. Th ey were 
not the mercenaries the major 
colleges of today put in front 
of us. Th e NFL didn’t prom-
ise future riches in those days, 
and it was beyond the reach 
of most of these players any-
way. Big-time college football 
had not reached Virginia at 
this time.

Perhaps the greatest mem-
ory of all was of the venue: 
Victory Stadium. Until Lane 
Stadium opened in 1965, 
it was the largest stadium in 
the commonwealth. Miles 
Stadium on campus at Tech 
seated around 14,000, Scott 
Stadium in Charlottesville 
seated 22,000. Victory Sta-
dium held the staggering to-
tal of 27,000. It was located 
near Jeff erson Hospital where 
I had been brought into the 
world a few years before.

Both the hospital and the 
stadium are now merely part 
of Roanoke’s rich history, 
their destruction a violation 
of my personal story, I feel. 
In one of life’s little ironies, 
the sister of one of my best 
friends, and my law partner 
for almost 40 years, was one 
of the Roanoke City Council 
members who voted to send 
Victory Stadium to its doom. 
Apparently, it had become 
more useful for hosting swim 
meets than football games 
in its later years, its location 
along the Roanoke River be-
coming a problem.  Long live 
its memory.

As mentioned before, the 
game was more than a game; 
it was a spectacle. It was color 
and pageantry. Th e cadet 
corps from VPI was brought 
to Roanoke by bus from the 
drill fi eld in Blacksburg; the 
Keydets from VMI took the 
train from Lexington, and 
each corps marched into the 
stadium with their respec-
tive bands, culminating  with 

formations on the fi eld and 
much fanfare. Th ere were 
hat tricks (look it up, an-
other lost tradition) by each 
seated corps, and tame insults 
thrown back and forth. Who 
knew then that some of these 
young men would be los-
ing their lives side by side in 
Southeast Asia in just a few 
short years? 

Th e games were a whirl-
wind of orange and maroon 
and red and gold. VPI usually 
won. Occasionally the Key-
dets would pull out an upset, 
sending me into a funk for 
the rest of the weekend. For 
any who want to lengthen 
this stroll down memory lane, 
I refer you to YouTube for a 
short but wonderful home 
movie of the day captured 
by (I believe) a member of 
the corps at VPI, circa 1958. 
Also, the Sept. 21,1959, cov-
er of Sports Illustrated - the 
college football edition that 
year - is a wonderful two-
page foldout with a sideline 
view from the 1958 game. It 
captures the pageantry and 
the intensity of the moment 
better than any of my words.

So, Victory Stadium is 
long gone, the corps at Tech 
is merely a small blip on the 
screen that is now Virginia 
Tech, and VPI and VMI have 
not played in years, but I have 
the memories, as do many 
others from all around Cen-
tral and Southwest Virginia 
who enjoyed these special 
Th anksgiving days a long 
time ago.

Evans “Buddy” King is a 
proud native of Christiansburg, 
CHS Class of 1971. He resides 
in Clarksburg, W.Va., where he 
has practiced law with the fi rm 
of Steptoe & Johnson, PLLC, 
since 1980. He can be reached 
at evans.king@steptoe-johnson.
com.

Financial Focus: Don’t avoid ‘taboo’ topics with older parents
If your parents are getting 

close to retirement age, or 
are already retired, it may be 
time to talk with them about 
fi nancial and aging issues, 
some of which may involve 
diffi  cult conversations. For 
the sake of everyone in your 
family, don’t avoid these “ta-
boo” topics.

You’ll need to be care-
ful about approaching these 
subjects with your parents. 
Mention ahead of time that 
you’d like to talk to them 
about their future plans and 
reassure them that you want 
to understand their wishes, 
so their aff airs will be taken 
care of as they would like.

If your parents are agree-
able, choose a location com-

fortable for them and ask 
whom they might like to 
invite (or not invite). Th en, 
think about how to open 
the conversation, preferably 
not with what they want 
to do with their money – 
this could be interpreted as 
your seeking information 
about your inheritance or 
being skeptical about their 
fi nancial decisions. Instead, 
build a broad-based discus-
sion about their vision for 
their aging years. A series of 
shorter conversations may 
allow you to cover topics 
more comfortably, one by 
one, rather than trying to 
solve everything at once. 

Try to address these areas:
Health care – You’ll want 

to learn if your parents have 
established the appropriate 
health-related legal docu-
ments – a health care power 
of attorney, which gives 
someone the authority to 
make important decisions 
about their medical care if 
they become unable to do so 
themselves, and a living will, 
which spells out the extraor-
dinary medical treatments 
they may or may not want. 

Independence – As peo-

ple age, they may  begin to 
lose their independence. 
Have your parents consid-
ered any options for long-
term care, such as a nursing 
home stay, or the services 
of a home health aide? And 
do they have plans in place? 
If they plan to receive sup-
port from family members, 
do their expectations match 
yours?

Financial goals – Focusing 
on the personal and fi nancial 
aspects of the legacy your 
parents want to leave can 
be a valuable conversation. 
Have your parents updated 
their will or other arrange-
ments, such as a living trust? 
Have they named a fi nancial 
power of attorney to make 
decisions on their behalf if 
they become incapacitated? 
Do they have the proper 
benefi ciary designations on 
their insurance policies and 
retirement plan accounts? If 
you can position these issues 
as being more about your 
parents’ control over their 
fi nancial destiny, rather than 
“who will get what,” you’ll 
more likely have a produc-
tive conversation.

Last wishes – You’ll want 

to fi nd out if your parents 
have left instructions in their 
will about their funerals 
and last wishes. Express to 
them that you, or another 
close family member, should 
know who is responsible for 
making sure their wishes are 
met. 

Money, independence 
and aging can be sensitive 
topics. Don’t think you have 
to go it alone – you can enlist 
help from another close fam-
ily member. Or, if you know 
your parents are working 
with a trusted advisor, such 
as an attorney or fi nancial 
professional, you could see if 
they’d be willing to have this 
person participate in your 
talks. You might even be able 
to introduce them to one of 
your advisors.

In any case, keep talking. 
Th ese conversations can be 
challenging, but, if handled 
correctly, can be of great 
benefi t to your parents and 
your entire family.

Submitted by Meghan 
Kuczmarski, Edwards Jones 
Financial Advisor, 540-552-
1241.

Virginia gas prices fell again last week
Virginia gas prices fell 1.2 cents 

per gallon in the past week, averaging 
$3.27/g as of Monday, Nov. 22, ac-
cording to GasBuddy’s daily survey of 
4,081 stations in Virginia. Still, gas 
prices in Virginia are 0.8 cents per gal-
lon higher than they were a month ago 
and stand $1.24/g higher than a year 
ago.

According to GasBuddy price re-
ports, the cheapest station in Virginia 
was priced at $2.89/g Monday while 
the most expensive was $3.89/g, a dif-
ference of 100.0 cents per gallon.

The national average price of gaso-
line fell 1.9 cents per gallon last week, 
averaging $3.39/g Monday, Nov. 22. 
The national average is up 2.8 cents per 
gallon from a month ago and stands 
$1.30/g higher than a year ago.

“With oil prices plunging nearly $10 
from the recent peak of $85 per bar-
rel, motorists will start to see gas prices 
decline nationwide, just in time for 
Thanksgiving, and the decline could 
stretch for several weeks,” said Patrick 
De Haan, head of petroleum analysis 
for GasBuddy. “It’s not impossible, so 

long as oil prices hold near these levels 
or continue falling, that the national 
average could shed 15 to 30 cents per 
gallon over the coming weeks, while 
some areas like California could see de-
clines of as much as 25 to 40 cents,” De 
Haan said. “While there’s reason to be 
optimistic that the peak of gas prices 
will soon be behind us, the decline in 
the price of oil is likely reflecting the 
possibility of a coordinated global re-
lease of oil from strategic reserves.

“If that doesn’t happen, oil could 
again rally,” De Haan said. “However, 
with COVID cases on the rise again re-
ducing global demand, it does seem the 
most likely outcome will be a drop in 
gas prices that could last several weeks.”

GasBuddy is the authoritative voice 
for gas prices and the only source for 
station-level data spanning nearly two 
decades. GasBuddy’s survey updates 288 
times every day from the most diverse list 
of sources covering nearly 150,000 sta-
tions nationwide, the most comprehensive 
and up-to-date in the country. GasBuddy 
data are accessible at http://prices.Gas-
Buddy.com.
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You have the opportunity to purchase a stunning farm for sale in Floyd Coun-
ty VA! This property features 96.26 acres of open and wooded land with great 
building spots, long range views, springs and more! The property has a 1946 
farmhouse with 4 bedrooms, 1 bath and 1,254 sq. ft. of space! The home has vi-
nyl siding with a metal roof. There are a few woodsheds and a detached double 
garage. The back section of property has approximately 50 acres of timber. Refer 
to bidder pack that has a timber cruise completed in 2019. The cruise was com-
pleted on a larger section that this property is a +/- 50-acre portion of. In 2019 
the timber was estimated to be worth $1,600 / acre. The timber cruise does not 
estimate land value, just the estimated value of timber only per acre.
 
Property has frontage on Morning Dew Lane and accessed by Buff alo Lane. 
Buff alo Lane is a private road that extends from Morning Dew Lane and goes 
through a portion of the property. Buff alo Lane is also the access for two homes 
adjacent to this property. In addition, there is a 25’ easement that expires in two 
years giving access to adjoining 113.15 acres to the south. The fi re road running 
along the border of the 96.26 acres being sold and the 113.15 acre adjoining is 
the property line and a shared road that either property can use to access the 
back wooded portions of both properties. This fi re road does not go through 
property but along the border. Refer to survey and deed in bidder pack for com-
plete understanding of Right of Way and Fire Road.

Terms – 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to fi nal high bid to arrive at contract 
price. Earnest Money Deposit of $10,000 per lot required day of sale. Close in 45 
days. Subject to seller confi rmation.  Property sold as is, where is with any and 
all faults. Buyer is expected to complete their own due diligence. Auction starts 
ending at 4 PM on December 16th, 2021. Please note that during the last two 
minutes of bidding, if a new bid is placed, the clock is automatically extended an 
additional two minutes. Download Bidder Information Pack for complete terms 
and conditions, purchase contract and maps at VaAuctionPro.com

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
Ends Thursday December 16th @ 4 PM

256 Buff alo Lane, Floyd VA 24091
 Beautiful Farm for Sale in Floyd VA!

Bid Now at VaAuctionPro.com

102 S. Locust Street, 
Floyd, VA  24091
(540) 745-2005

VaAuctionPro.com
Lic# 2907004059

Contact Matt Gallimore, Broker/Auctioneer at
 540-239-2585 or email Gallimore.matt@gmail.com

OBITUARIES
King, Sr., Th omas 
(Tom) Nathaniel

Thomas (Tom) Na-
thaniel King, Sr., 88, 
formerly of Radford, 
passed away Saturday, 
Nov. 20, 2021, at Lewis 
Gale Medical Center in 
Salem after a brief ill-
ness.

Tom was predeceased 
by his parents, the late 
Jack and Maude King 
of Pennington Gap, Lee 
County, Va., where he 
grew up; his beloved 
wife of 63 years, Elaine 
M. King; brothers Jack B. King and 
Roy M. Snead; a nephew, Roy M. 
(Spanky) Snead II; brothers-in-law 
Robert McKee, Gene McKee, Ralph 
McKee, and Richard Rahm; sisters-
in-law Nora Lee Snead, Jimmie McK-
ee, and Myrtle McKee; and a niece, 
Ann Rahm.

Survivors include a daughter, Su-
san King of Roanoke; a son, Nathan-
iel King of Charleston, S.C., and a 
daughter, Lillian King of Radford; 
sisters-in-law Lonette King of Bristol, 
Va., Louise Rahm of Atlanta, Shirley 
Budlong (Don) of Richmond, and 
Sarah McKee of Kingsport, Tenn.; 
and a host of beloved nieces and 

nephews.
A US Army veteran, 

Tom attended East Ten-
nessee State University 
and graduated from Mil-
ligan University. He was 
employed 60 years by 
the Virginia Department 
of Health as an environ-
mental health/soil scien-
tist serving five counties: 
Buchanan, Montgom-
ery, Floyd, Giles, Pu-
laski, and Radford City. 
He attended and served 

Blacksburg First Church of God, 
Radford First Church of God, and 
Triedstone Christian Fellowship.

The family received friends on 
Monday, Nov. 22, 2021, at the Mul-
lins Funeral Home in Radford. 
Graveside services will be held in the 
Southwest Virginia Veterans Cem-
etery in Dublin at a time that will be 
announced.

In lieu of flowers, please consider 
contributions to Feeding Southwest 
Virginia in Salem or Our Daily Bread 
in Radford.

The King family is in the care of 
Mullins Funeral Home and Crema-
tory in Radford.

Walker, Charles Richard
Charles Richard Walker, 75, 

of Penhook, passed away Satur-
day, Nov. 20, 2021.

He was a professional horse 
farrier for over 50 years. He was 
preceded in death by his par-
ents, Clyde and Beulah Walker.

Survivors include his 
friends, Joyce and Bill Mu-
sic of Union Hall, Missy and 
Murray Waldrop of Penhook 
and Tommy Akers and Harry 
Hubble, both of Radford; and 
many other friends and neighbors in Tangle-
wood Estates.

Graveside committal services will be held 

at 12 noon on Saturday, 
Nov. 27, 2021, inside the 
Rockford United Meth-
odist Church with the 
Rev. Ginny Tompkins of-
fi ciating.

In lieu of fl owers, con-
tributions may be made 
to the Cool Branch Res-
cue Squad, 3060 Smith 
Mountain Road, Pen-
hook, VA 24137.

Th e Walker family is in 
the care of Mullins Funeral Home & Cre-
matory in Radford. www.mullinsfuneral-
home.com.

Whitlock, Lewis Daniel “Danny”
Lewis Daniel “Danny” 

Whitlock, 79, of Dublin, 
passed away Sunday, Nov. 21, 
2021.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Lawrence and 
Daisy Whitlock; and his wife, 
Aloma Whitlock.

Survivors include his sons, 
Lewis D. Whitlock, Jr. (Betty 
Long), and William Whitlock, 
all of Dublin; a daughter, Me-
lissa Whitlock of Kentucky; a 
stepson, Allen Michael Whit-
lock of Montgomery County; 

eight grandchildren; fi ve 
great-grandchildren; and 
many other relatives and 
friends.

Graveside services will 
be held at 11 a.m. today, 
Wednesday, November 
24, 2021, in the Brown 
Cemetery in Belspring 
with the Rev. Gregory 
Harrell offi  ciating.

Th e Whitlock Family 
is in the care of Mullins 
Funeral Home & Crema-
tory in Radford.

Gas Prices from page 1

Turkeys from page 1

GasBuddy offers these travel 
tips for those who are traveling for 
Thanksgiving:

• Use the GasBuddy app to watch 
for price differences between state 
lines: Gas prices can vary as much 
as $20 per tank in some areas of the 

country between state lines.
• Use a gas discount card like Pay 

with GasBuddy® to lower your gas bill 
by as much as 25 cents per gallon. Ac-
cording to this year’s survey, 67% of 
Americans will be using a gas card or 
gas loyalty program when they fill up.

almost 19,000 people and 
generates an additional 
34,835 jobs in supplier 
and ancillary industries. 
According to the VPF, 
there are more than 275 
turkey farms in Virginia. 
Many can be found in the 
Shenandoah Valley and the 
northern Piedmont.

Th e 2017 U.S. Census 
of Agriculture indicated 
the top two turkey-produc-
ing counties were Rocking-
ham with 112 turkey farms 
and Augusta with 58. Bau-
han called Rockingham 
County the “poultry capi-
tal of Virginia.”

Craig Miller and his 
wife, Nancy, have been 
raising turkeys on Miller 
Farms LLC in Rocking-
ham County since 1986. 
Th ey manage three fl ocks 
of 66,000 birds each year 
for Cargill and raised the 
2012 presidential turkey.

Miller, who is a mem-
ber of the Rockingham 
County Farm Bureau, 
said the average American 
eats 16 pounds of turkey 
each year. His birds yield 
about 2.2 million pounds 
of meat each year, “so our 
farm alone can feed over 
140,000 people.”

He added that he’s 
proud of the way fam-
ily farms grow commercial 
turkeys. “Th ey are raised in 
warm, climate-controlled 
environments that are 
clean and humane,” Miller 
said.

Turkeys are raised year-
round, but demand in-
creases around the holi-
days. Many Virginia-raised 
birds are sold in Virginia, 
and others are transported 
across the country and 
overseas.

“For the most part, tur-
key is sold 24-7, 365 days a 
year,” Miller said.

Engineering student takes youth drone academy program to the Dominican Republic
Aerospace engineering major Gar-

rett Asper has made trips to the Do-
minican Republic with his church 
since 2014. Th ese mission trips have 
also included educational elements, 
giving Asper the opportunity to lead 
STEM classes for the villages he’s vis-
ited.

“In 2019, I did a STEM program 
with a school that we work with,” 
Asper said. “Th is school is very rural. 
Th ey bus in students from 20 diff er-
ent villages within a 20-mile radius 
to give them education. We brought 
them a STEM program to do some 
activities that were hands-on, like 
mini model bridges testing their 
strength and building bottle rockets.”

With that foundation in teaching, 
Asper wanted to off er a new oppor-
tunity for the 2020 trip. His plan, 
before being canceled with the onset 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, would 
have covered circuits and renewable 
energy. Unable to make the trip, 

Asper used the time to plan what he 
might want to off er if a trip was pos-
sible in 2021.

Asper had spent time during his 
freshman year working in the Un-
manned Systems Laboratory under 
the direction of associate professor 
Kevin Kochersberger. He was fa-
miliar with the lab’s involvement in 
bringing drone education to Malawi.

“Th is year I wanted to do a similar 
program, so I talked to Dr. Kochers-
berger about my history in the Do-
minican Republic and what I wanted 
to do,” said Asper. “He was like, all 
right, let’s do it. I’ll fund the materi-
als.

“We had students from middle-
school age up to 18, and we identi-
fi ed students interested in learning 
more about STEM,” Asper said. “Th e 
school had lost a lot of students who 
had to go to work in the sugarcane 
fi elds during COVID, but we ended 
up with 42 students. Most of the 

students at the school got to do the 
program.”

Members of Asper’s team were 
“fl ight instructors” who worked in 
smaller groups to teach principles of 
electricity. While the program had 
been a more broad-based electrical 
class at its inception, the inclusion 
of the drone curriculum caused the 
group to apply those principles more 
directly to the circuits powering that 
technology.

Students also started branching 
out on their own during lessons, cre-
ating their own inventions.

“By the end of the day, they were 
coming up with their own projects, 
building things that weren’t part of 
the lesson plan,” said Asper. “Th at 
was my goal, to expose them to dif-
ferent areas of STEM as a means of 
inspiring them to continue with their 
education.”

By Alex Parrish
A student in the Dominican Republic launches a glider 
during a STEM class. Photo courtesy of Garrett Asper.
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iTHRIV funds eff orts by Virginia Tech scientists and partners 
to combat obesity, understand self-harm, and reduce waste

Th e integrated Trans-
lational Health Research 
Institute of Virginia 
(iTHRIV), a National In-
stitutes of Health (NIH)-
funded Clinical and 
Translational Research 
Award hub, has awarded 
$200,000 in pilot fund-
ing across fi ve multi-insti-
tutional research projects 
that include Virginia Tech 
scientists.

Teams of physicians, 
researchers, sustainability 
experts, and software en-
gineers at Virginia Tech, 
the University of Virginia 
School of Medicine, Inova 
Health System, and Car-
ilion Clinic were awarded 
the funds as part of the 
iTHRIV NIH-National 
Center for Advancing 
Translational Sciences 
award.

Support of these early 
phase research projects 
will help accelerate the 
discovery of potential 
treatment options for obe-
sity, lung transplantation, 
and mental health, as well 
as an innovative approach 
to reducing surgical waste.

Th e awarded pilot proj-
ects include:

Combating chronic 
obesity

Obesity treatments 
have advanced in recent 
decades, yet obesity re-
mains a major public 
health concern. Th e sig-
naling pathways between 
the gut and the brain pres-
ent a novel and potentially 

powerful therapeutic tar-
get for obesity and meta-
bolic diseases. Alexandra 
DiFeliceantonio, assistant 
professor and associate 
director of the Center 
for Health Behaviors Re-
search at the Fralin Bio-
medical Institute at VTC, 
proposes to test the fi deli-
ty of gut-brain signaling to 
see where signal deteriora-
tion occurs across a range 
of body mass indexes and 
in states of altered meta-
bolic heath. Her team 
will collect behavioral and 
functional MRI data from 
all participants. Th e data 
will provide evidence for 
gut-brain signaling as a 
therapeutic target in obe-
sity treatments, allowing 
the development of state-
of-the-art tools to measure 
metabolic health.

Brain pathways of self-
harm

Self-harm behaviors 
are particularly prevalent 
among young adults and 
are often accompanied 
by an elevated risk of 
suicide. Th e roots of self-
harm are primarily found 
in early life trauma. Sora 
Shin, assistant professor 
at the Fralin Biomedi-
cal Research Institute, is 
partnering with Michael 
Scott, associate profes-
sor in the Department of 
Pharmacology at the Uni-
versity of Virginia School 
of Medicine, to determine 
the neural circuitry in-
volved in self-harm behav-

iors that are modifi ed by 
early life trauma in mice.

By using genetic ma-
nipulation to turn on and 
off  certain calcium chan-
nels, the team will be able 
to study the specifi c neu-
ronal cell types and path-
ways that cause self-harm 
behaviors and how those 
pathways change when ex-
posed to early life trauma.

Reducing operating 
room waste

In the operating room, 
single-use, sterile surgical 
supplies are opened onto 
the scrub table but only 
a fraction are used dur-
ing surgery. Th e unused 
supplies are disposed of as 
biohazard waste, requiring 
sterilization or incinera-
tion prior to being sent to 
the landfi ll. Systematically 
identifying any unused 
single-use, sterile surgi-
cal supplies at the end of 
surgery is time intensive 
and involves handling po-
tentially contaminated ob-
jects, so it is rarely done.

In this project, Matthew 
Meyer, assistant profes-
sor in the Department of 
Anesthesiology at the Uni-
versity of Virginia School 
of Medicine, is partnering 
with various professors to 
develop computer-vision 
software capable of distin-
guishing between supplies 
that were used and those 
that remain untouched. 
Th e team will thus be able 
to quantify the waste and 
then develop solutions 

that improve the behaviors 
that cause the waste, sav-
ing resources and money 
while diverting waste from 
the incinerator and land-
fi ll.

Assessing telepsychiatry
Carilion Clinic Psy-

chiatry and Virginia Tech 
Psychology departments 
have been successfully us-
ing Patient Reported Out-
come Measures (PROMs) 
to assess the severity of 
mental illness and health 
outcomes after in-person 
psychiatric treatments.

A research team led by 
Anita Kablinger, clinical 
trials research director at 
Carilion Clinic, and Lee 
Cooper, clinical associ-
ate professor and direc-
tor of the Psychological 
Service Center and the 
Adult Assessment Clinic 
in Virginia Tech’s Depart-
ment of Psychology in the 
College of Science, pro-
poses creating a control 
group in which patients 
awaiting treatment will 
be randomly assigned to 
one of two control groups: 
One group will complete 
PROMs monthly and 
have access to microlearn-
ing patient education vid-
eos, and a second group 
will not receive interven-
tion but will complete the 
PROMs upon admission 
to the waitlist and right 
before being seen by a 
provider. Th is will allow 
the team to assess the in-
fl uence of telepsychiatry 

The integrated Translational Health Research Institute 
of Virginia (iTHRIV) has awarded $200,000 in pilot 
funding to five multi-national research projects that 
include Virginia Tech scientists. Research subjects 
include chronic obesity, self-harm, operating room 
waste, lung transplant rejection, and telepsychiatry.

treatment and the eff ect of 
repeated PROMs, off ering 
indications for continued 
availability of PROMs in 
conjunction with telepsy-
chiatry services post-pan-
demic.

Identifying lung trans-
plant rejection early

Lung transplanta-
tion is a critical therapy 
for many patients with 
end-stage lung diseases. 
Unfortunately, it is far 
from perfect, and many 
transplant recipients die 
from rejection of the or-
gan meant to save them. 
Rejection occurs because 
the recipient’s body per-
ceives the donor’s lungs 
as foreign and mounts 
an attack against them. 
If physicians were able to 
detect the early phases of 
rejection and aggressively 

treat it, they would be 
able to provide the longest 
survival benefi t to the re-
cipients. A research team 
led by two University of 
Virginia School of Medi-
cine researchers, will use a 
specialized MRI technique 
they developed called hy-
perpolarized gas MRI 
(HGMRI) to visualize and 
detect lung abnormalities. 
Th e team proposes to use 
HGMRI during bron-
choscopy in lung trans-
plant patients to target 
areas of the lung for sam-
pling. With more eff ective 
lung sampling, guided by 
HGMRI, the team hopes 
to enable an early, accurate 
diagnosis of rejection. If 
rejection can be detected 
proactively, therapies can 
be implemented earlier to 
improve survival.

Virginia DMV services to remain available online during Thanksgiving
All Virginia Depart-

ment of Motor Vehicles 
(DMV) full-service cus-
tomer service centers will 
be closed for the Th anks-
giving holiday from Th urs-
day, Nov. 25 through Sat-
urday, Nov. 27, and will 
reopen for appointments 
on Monday, Nov. 29.

But more than 50 DMV 
services will be available 
online at dmvNOW.com 
or through the mail during 
the Th anksgiving holiday 
closure.

As Virginia’s Highway 
Safety Offi  ce, DMV urges 
those who plan to drink 
during the Th anksgiving 
holiday to arrange for a so-
ber ride home.

Th anksgiving is a time 
to celebrate with friends, 
family and loved ones, but 
according to preliminary 
numbers, more than 220 
people will be missing from 
this year’s dinner table as a 
result of alcohol-related 
crashes on Virginia’s roads 
since last Th anksgiving.

With Th anksgiving 
kicking off  the celebratory 
holiday season, it’s essential 
to know that buzzed driv-
ing is drunk driving.

“Getting behind the 
wheel under the infl uence 
is a choice that could re-
sult in preventable crashes, 
injuries and even deaths,” 
said DMV Commissioner 
Richard D. Holcomb, the 
Governor’s Highway Safety 
Representative. “Impaired 
driving is dangerous. Even 
a small amount of sub-

stance consumed can aff ect 
a person’s ability to drive 
safely. It’s simple: if you are 
drinking, do not drive.”

DMV’s 75 customer 
service centers continue 
to operate by appoint-
ment only on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday 
and by walk-in service only 
on Tuesday, Th ursday and 
Saturday (in offi  ces with 
Saturday hours). In Octo-
ber, DMV began off ering 
a hybrid service model on 
alternating days to off er 

fl exibility for customers 
and the agency.

In addition to appoint-
ments and walk-in ser-
vice available at customer 
service centers, DMV 
Connect appointment 

opportunities continue 
to be off ered around the 
commonwealth, as well as 
access to DMV Select part-
ner offi  ces which may op-
erate on a diff erent sched-
ule than full-service offi  ces.

New map reconstructs Southwest Virginia before Europeans arrived

indicate trade routes for 
people who occupied the 
land long before European 
settlers arrived.

It is a map, but instead 
of depicting a territory, the 
darker shade that reaches 
from the Appalachian 
Mountains to the North 
Carolina coast depicts the 
estimated spread of the 
Eastern Siouan Language. 
It off ers a critical snapshot 
of a world that has been 
too-long forgotten in the 
collective history of the 
land where Virginia Tech 
is situated

Th e map was a collabor-
ative project, bringing to-
gether the mapping skills 
of College of Natural Re-
sources and Environment 
advanced instructor Stew-
art Scales with knowledge 
and input from professors, 
historians, and members 
of Virginia tribal commu-
nities, to create a tangible 
vision of what the region 
looked like prior to Euro-
pean colonization.

“Th e beautiful thing 
about maps is that they 
let us see the unseen,” 
said Scales, who teaches 
in the Department of 
Geography. “It’s very rare 
to see any remains from 
these civilizations or any 
markers of the trails they 
utilized, and, as a result, 
most people are unaware 
of how extensive the towns 
and areas of infl uence for 
Eastern Siouan Speaking 
Peoples in this region.”

Yesa: “Th e People”
“You’ll probably notice 

that we call the people 
represented on the map 
Yesa, not Monacan,” said 
Victoria Ferguson, interim 
director of the American 
Indian and Indigenous 
Community Center at 

Virginia Tech and a mem-
ber of the Monacan In-
dian Nation. “Yesa means 
‘the people,’ and the term 
gathers all of the groups 
in our alliance, all of the 
Eastern Siouan speakers 
who lived in this region.”

Th e Eastern Siouan 
speakers, whose fi rst re-
corded encounter with 
Europeans occurred when 
Christopher Newport’s ex-
pedition crossed the James 
River in 1608, would 
withdraw from much of 
the territory by century’s 
end to escape the en-
croachment of settlers.

“Th is project originated 
as part of the Council on 
Virginia Tech History’s 
sesquicentennial com-
memoration plans,” said 
Emily Satterwhite, associ-
ate professor and director 
of Appalachian Studies. 
“We wanted to tell a deep-
er history of the land the 
college is on, and we real-
ized that we didn’t have a 
good map that showed the 
university in relation to 
the nations that were here 
prior to colonization.”

Th e lines and places on 
the expanded map off er a 
view on what life was like 
in this region four cen-
turies ago, as well as the 
critical ways that trade 
infl uenced interactions 
between various language 
groups.

“Th ese peoples weren’t 
isolated,” said Sam Cook, 
an associate professor and 
director of American In-
dian Studies who teaches 
in the Department of 
History. “I hope that the 
map conveys that this 
continent was saturated 
with networks of trade 
and interaction for many 
years. Th ese were com-

munities that moved out 
of necessity, sometimes to 
preserve natural resources 
or because of the pressures 
of climate challenges from 
the Little Ice Age or later 
the pressures of coloniza-
tion. Th is was a fl uid mo-
ment, which can be diffi  -
cult for us to grasp.”

To expand on that ini-
tial map that focused on 
the region around Virginia 
Tech’s campus, the group 
received funding from the 
Department of Religion 
and Culture, which gave 
them the opportunity to 
provide a broader vision 
of what the region looked 
like in the 17th century.

Th e names on the map 
note a variety of mark-
ers, from archeology sites 
where remnants of Eastern 
Siouan Speaking Peoples 
villages have been found, 
to natural resources like 
springs and rivers, to Ras-
sawek, the historical capi-
tal of the Monacan Indian 
Nation. Once covered 
with bark houses, reli-
gious buildings, and burial 
plots, this site along the 
James River is considered 
sacred to the Monacan In-
dian Nation.

“Our history needs to 
go back further,” said Col-
lege of Natural Resources 
and Environment ad-
vanced instructor Stewart 
Scales, who is himself a 
native of Appalachia. “Th e 
foundation was here long 
before Europeans arrived, 
and while that story is be-
ing told more, we still have 
a long way to go to com-
pletely understand what 
that element of our history 
demands of us now.”

Written by 
David Fleming

Th e shape of the land is 
familiar, but the names on 
this map are diff erent.

Gone are the names 
of capitals and cities and 
towns that are familiar to 
us: Richmond, Roanoke, 
Charlottesville, Raleigh. 
Absent, too, are the veins 

of the interstates and high-
ways that trace the con-
nections between those 
places.

In their place are older 
names: Rassawek and Mo-
nahassanaugh and Occa-
neechi. Th ey are connect-
ed by older routes. A dark 

line passing between the 
Monongahela Forest and 
the Blue Ridge Mountains 
marks the Warrior’s Path, 
a critical travel route that 
ran along the Great Valley 
of Appalachia on nearly 
the same place where I-81 
currently sits. Other lines 



News Messenger • Wednesday, November 24, 2021 • Page 7www.ourvalley.org

Protect the
ones you love,
get your 
flu shot
today.

@vaccinatevirginia

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and 

activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 

terms and conditions.   

STATEWIDE  ADS
AUCTIONS 
Smith Mountain Lake Auction. December 
2. 37 Land tracts, 29 are lake front having 
between 220’ and 1,019’ of lake frontage. 
All lots are over 5 acres. Excellent location 
on main body of lake. Auction held at Hotel 
Roanoke at 4 PM. Live and Online bidding 
available – You must be registered One 
Week in Advance of the Auction to bid on-
line.  For more information, visit woltz.com 
or call 800-551-3588. Woltz & Associates, 
Inc. (VA #321) Real Estate Brokers & Auc-
tioneers. Roanoke, VA.
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Advertise your 
upcoming auctions statewide and in other 
states.  Affordable Print and Digital Solu-
tions reaching your target audiences. Call 
this paper or Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” landonc@vpa.
net
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, 
the most advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-877-614-6667
GENERAC Standby Generators provide 
backup power during utility power out-
ages, so your home and family stay safe 
and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 value!). Request 
a free quote today! Call for additional terms 
and conditions. 1-877-636-0738
The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus battery 
storage system. SAVE money, reduce your 
reliance on the grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home. Full installation 

services available. $0 Down Financing Op-
tion. Request a FREE, no obligation, quote 
today. Call 1-833-688-1378
Dont let the stairs limit your mobility! Dis-
cover the ideal solution for anyone who 
struggles on the stairs, is concerned about 
a fall or wants to regain access to their 
entire home. Call AmeriGlide today!  1-888-
510-0805
RECRUITMENT
HIRING? We can help you  ll your open 
positions! Promote job listings regionally or 
statewide! Affordable Print and Digital Ad-
vertising Solutions reaching potential can-
didates. Call this paper or Landon Clark
at Virginia Press Services 804-521-7576,  
HYPERLINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net
SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, $395+$86 court 
cost. WILLS-$225.00. No court appear-
ance. Estimated completion time twenty-
one days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney (Face-
book). 757-490-0126. Se Habla Espanol. 
BBB Member.  HYPERLINK “https://hiltono-
liverattorneyva.com” https://hiltonoliverat-
torneyva.com. 
Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED Life 
Insurance! No medical exam or health
questions. Cash to help pay funeral and 
other  nal expenses. Call Physicians Life 
Insurance Company- 844-509-1697 or visit 
HYPERLINK “http://www.Life55plus.info/
vapress” www.Life55plus.info/vapress
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim independ-
ence and mobility with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call 888-608-4974

STATEWIDE  ADS

Wanted - To Buy

Wanting to Buy 

Yard Sales - Salem

Black Friday-Sat. 

Auctions

PUBLIC NOTICE 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Help Wanted - 
Clerical

ADMINISTRATIVE 
OFFICE MANAGER 

Help Wanted - 
General

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Quality Inn Radford 

COMBINATION 
TECHNICIAN 
PEMBROKE 
TELEPHONE 

COOPERATIVE 

Help Wanted - 
General

TAP (Total Action for 
Progress) is the second 
largest community action 
agency in Virginia, 
employing more than 300 
employees. We 
encourage people to think 
creatively, grow 
professionally, and make 
a positive impact within 
the agency and in the 
communities in which we 
serve. 

Supervisor of Family 
Services 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ014314-06-00 

in re

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ014314-04-00 

in re

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ014314-05-00 

in re

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ014315-06-00 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ014315-05-00 

in re

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ014315-04-00 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ014313-03-00 

in re

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ014313-04-00 

in re

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ014302-04-00 

in re

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ014302-05-00 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. CW20000063 

in re

SHOW CAUSE ORDER

Legals - City of 
Radford

ABC NOTICE 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Legals - City of 
Salem

PUBLIC HEARING 

Tuesday, December 14th 

Legals - 
Montgomery County

Trustee's Sale 
3225 Springview 

Drive, 
Christiansburg, 
Virginia 24073 

(Parcel ID: 030275; Tax 
Map No.:  090-C 7 32) 

Legals - 
Montgomery County

ABC NOTICE 

 

Legals - 
Montgomery County
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Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN THE 

CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES 
D I R E C T O R Y

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the 
old rattletrap 

while it still runs

Opportunity is  
knocking loud

 and clear.

389-9355

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

House-hunting 
couldn’t 

be easier.

Lesley Owens Ins Agency Inc
Lesley Owens, Agent
8202-A Williamson Rd, Roanoke, VA 24019
Bus 540-366-6384   Fax 540-366-6625
1451 W Main St, Salem, VA 24153
Spartan Square Shopping Center
(540) 404-3694
lesley.owens.hy9j@statefarm.com

Thank you for your loyalty.  We appreciate you.

35 YEARS OF
 

EXPERIENCE!
Free Tree 

EVALUATIONS!

SATISFACTION 
TREE SERVICE

Call 540-387-2288 for more information

Electrolysis has been around for over 100 years! 
It is the only permanent hair removal solution.

Call today for an appointment   (304) 487-2296

Now accepting new clients!

Bluefield WV & Blacksburg VA
Now offering services in TWO locations!

Electrolysis by Betsy

Now selling bicycles and parts

Robert Cox
341 Walnut Avenue
Vinton, VA 24179

Sonny Arrington
800-982-8778

Phone: (540) 982-8777

We sell used cars, bedliners, wheels, truck covers & boxes.
Plus many other new & used parts - for every make of car!

Check us out at golocalcards.com

“Go Local Cards” can be purchased 
online or at our card retailers.

This holiday season, buy a 
$20 Go Local Card 

and receive 
“HUNDREDS 

OF DISCOUNTS” 
throughout the NRV and beyond.

Details at VAAF501

AUCTION
Wed, May 12, 12:30pm 
at the Train Station,
414 Washington St,
Altavista, VA
228 Acres
on Leesville Lake

Premier Land
AUCTION

Scenic 313 AcresScenic 313 Acres
overlooking the National Forestoverlooking the National Forest

Friday, Dec.17 at 12:30PM
Amherst County, VA

Friday, Dec. 3rd, 11 a.m.  
Saturday, Dec. 4th, 9 a.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 5th, 12 p.m.
West Virginia Building 

West Virginia State Fairgrounds
947 Maplewood Avenue, 
Lewisburg, W.Va. 24901

A Generational Collection of the Finest Antiques & 
Historic Real Estate in Southern West Virginia

STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS
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Montgomery Sports
Auburn picks up third straight volleyball state championship

PHOTOS BY ASHLEY AKERS
Allyson Martin notches the final point to end the third game making the Auburn Lady 
Eagles state champions.

Auburn head coach Sherry Millirons receives the state trophy after the team’s third 
straight state championship win.

Anna McGuire provides a jump shot in Auburn’s 25-8, 24-10, 25-9 state championship 
win Saturday over Riverheads.

The Lady Eagles of Auburn High School gather around their Class 1 volleyball state 
championship trophy after their win Saturday at the Salem Civic Center.

Dynasty is one word that 
can now be used in the con-
versation about Auburn High 
School volleyball. Saturday af-
ternoon, the Sherry Millirons-
led Eagles arrived back in 
Riner with a police and fi re es-
cort as hundreds of screaming 
fans stood along Route 8 and 
the entrance into the school. 

Just hours before, the Eagles 
had claimed their third straight 
state title by taking down Riv-
erheads in three sets 25-8, 25-
10 25-9 at the Salem Civic 
Center. Th e win stretched the 
team’s state-record unbeaten 
streak to 74 matches.

Th e individual statistics 
were also pretty impressive. 

Auburn’s Allyson Martin had 
20 kills, 12 digs, three assists, 
and two aces; Anna McGuire 
add 34 assists, four digs, and 
two aces; Avery Zuckerwar fi n-
ished with 10 kills and eight 
digs; Madeline Lavergne had 
11 kills, 12 digs, and four aces 
while Stacy Lewis added 11 
digs. Madison Ketterer collect-
ed 10 digs, and Emma Vance 
had two kills, two digs, and a 
block.

Th e hardware was never in 
doubt as the closest Riverheads 
could get to winning a set was 
the 14-point margin in the 
second.

For Millirons, winning has 
come in bunches.  Th e 3-peat 
matches her fi rst run at Au-
burn when the Eagles won the 
2012, 2013, and 2014 titles. 

Now the new stretch includes 
2019, 2020, and 2021. Of 
course, the 2020 champion-
ship was played this past spring 
because of COVID. 

Th us, Auburn’s players have 
been going since February. 

“Th e Streak--we discussed 
the record in September when 
we broke the record, and then 
we didn’t talk about it. We pre-
pare for our next match every 
day in practice. I never used a 
winning streak to motivate the 
team,” Millirons said.

Th e longtime coach said she 
was thrilled for the girls’ state 
title win. “Th ey have worked 
hard.  In the off  season, they 
play, travel, and attend camps,” 
Millirons said. “During the 
season we go hard every day; 
we practice two hours a day 

and lift/condition for 45ish af-
ter practice. So it is great when 
hard work pays off .”

It was 2019 when Millirons 
became a rookie coach in word 
only when she returned to the 
bench. Th e “second” fi rst team 
had six seniors, and when they 
were allowed back in the gym 
in July 2020, there were plenty 
of new faces. 

“Our spring of 2021 season 
was unlike anything we have 
ever experienced,” Millirons 
said. “We did our best to do 
the right thing and keep each 
other safe while having CO-
VID out there that could end 
our season at any time. Th is 
season felt normal, the girls 
went to school every day, they 
went to homecoming, and we 
had fans at our matches. I am 

so happy the team got a season 
that felt normal.”

Th e idea that the volleyball 
state title runs through Au-
burn is defi nitely something 
other coaches are paying at-
tention to. Th e title of Class 1 
state champions lives in Mont-
gomery County and might 
stay here for a long time. 

In addition, Millirons has 
become the winningest coach 
in western Virginia and possi-
bly the state of Virginia.

Th e Eagles graduate six se-
niors from this year’s team but 
had six juniors and two under-
classmen who gained valuable 
experience.

“We will start the 2022 sea-
son with the same goal we al-
ways do: Win our last match,” 
Millirons said.

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Recent RU, VT basketball game 
brings out the coaches’ connections

Black and gold was 
scattered throughout 
Cassell Coliseum re-
cently as former Rad-
ford High School gradu-
ates squared off when 
Radford and Virginia 
Tech met in a men’s bas-
ketball game won by the 
Hokies 65-39.

Radford University 
head coach Darris Nich-
ols and Virginia Tech 
head coach Mike Young 
are both Radford High 
School alums, just one 
of many connections be-
tween the two coaches.

Young was present 
for Nichols’s introduc-
tory press conference on 
April 21.

The two were on 
the same sideline for 
the 2013-14 season at 
Wofford where Young 
was the head coach and 
Nichols was an assistant 
coach. Picked to finish 
sixth in the league by the 
coaches that season, the 

Terriers won 20 games 
and a Southern Confer-
ence Tournament cham-
pionship that earned 
them an automatic bid 
to the NCAA Tourna-
ment. 

In that NCAA Tour-
nament game, Nichols 
was on the opposite 
bench from his former 
head coach at West Vir-
ginia, as Beilein’s Michi-
gan team topped 15th-
seeded Wofford. 

In addition to Dar-
ris, older brother Shane 
Nichols, who is on Dar-
ris’s staff at RU, has 
Coach Young and Rad-
ford ties as well. Shane 
played for Young at Wof-
ford (2005-08) before 
joining his staff as an 
assistant coach (2010-
12). Shane was on the 
staff when the Terriers 
won the SoCon title and 
advanced to the 2011 
NCAA Tournament. 

Radford University 
Director of Athletics 
Robert Lineburg is Mike 
Young’s cousin. Growing 

up, Nichols also knew 
Young’s family closely. 
Young’s aunt (Joann 
Lineburg) was his favor-
ite physical education 
teacher, his dad (Bob 
Young) was Nichols’s 
middle school principal, 
and his cousin (Mark 
Lineburg) was Nichols’s 
high school principal. 

All four (Young, the 
Nichols brothers, and 
Lineburg) are in the 
Radford High School 
Hall of Fame.

After their defeat 
of the Higlanders, the 
Hokies have a 10-2 ad-
vantage all-time in the 
series. The win was VT’s 
fourth straight in the se-
ries that started in 1987.

Other interesting 
notes from the game:

Tech is now two wins 
away from securing pro-
gram win No. 1,500.

Virginia Tech has 
never lost on November 
15.

The game marked 
Mike Young’s 600th 
career game as a head 

coach.
VT guard Storm 

Murphy’s first name 

comes from his mom’s 
maiden name. In addi-
tion to being born in 

January, he was born 
during a snowstorm in 
Wisconsin.

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

PHOTO COURTESY OF VT ATHLETICS
Fellow Radford High School graduates Darris Nichols (left), the current men’s 
basketball head coach at Radford University, and Virginia Tech men’s basketball 
head coach Mike Young chat before the contest between the two schools at Cassell 
Coliseum.
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CLIFTON FORGE
540.862.5656

SALEM
540.380.4607

VINTON
540.890.5010

ROANOKE
540.362.1868

HOLLINS
540.777.1230

BLACKSTONE
434.292.7208

ROANOKE
540.989.5245

RIDGEWAY
276.956.2002

DUBLIN
540.674.5100

CHRISTIANSBURG
540.394.3311

VALID THRU
NOVEMBER 30TH, 2021

www.northwesthardware.com www.rental.northwesthardware.com

WINSTON SALEM
336.768.3886

*Excludes Sale Items, Gift Cards, Yeti Drinkware, Propane & Tanks, Ammunition. No Rainchecks.

YETI 10% OFF
Friday, Saturday,

Sunday Only

25% OFF
All Simply Southern

Friday, Saturday,
Sunday Only

Solo Stove Ranger + Stand - $229.99
Solo Stove Yukon + Stand - $509.99

$29999
SALE

Solo Stove® Bonfire & Stand
Enjoy a roaring fire that’s virtually
smoke-free thanks to the Signature 360°
Airflow Design™. Comes with carrying case.
4009152
Cover, 4009461...$49.99
RED HOT BUY

20V Compact Drill/Driver, 20V Max 1/4’ Impact Driver, 20V
Max 4-1/2 in. Cut-Off Tool, 20V Max LED Work Light, 20V Max
Cordless Circular Saw, 20 V Max Reciprocating Saw, Jobsite
Bluetooth Speaker, 12V Max/20 V Max Battery Charger, (2)
20V MAX Compact Battery Pack

SKU 2885671.

Dewalt 10 Piece
Tool Combo Kit.

$59999

Ace Exclusive
Bonus Bit Set
Included

VIRGINIA DINER
PEANUTS

SIMPLY THE BEST!

$799
18-oz Smoked Cajun, Salted,
Unsalted, Salt & Pepper,

Butter Toasted

$1299
20 Oz Chocolate Covered

$1999
18 Oz Salted

Jumbo CashewsBlackstone 4 Burner
Outdoor Griddle
with Lid
8036717

$44999 Save
$50!
S

Regular
$149.99

1,500W Infrared Heater
Furniture Grade Wood with Dark Finish,
6 Quartz Infrared Tubes, 3 Head Settings,
Thermostat Control System.

$9999

Save $50

Infrared Quartz
Heater
$6999
Regular
$99.99

Save $30

BLACK FRIDAY November 26, 2021
*Excludes Sale Items, Gift Cards, Yeti Drinkware,
Propane & Tanks, Ammunition.   No Rainchecks.

Rayovac® Batteries
AA or AAA 30/pk.
3149465, 3149432
Limit 4 each at this price.
RED HOT BUY

Remember:
December 7:  Pearl Harbor Day

January 6:  U.S. Capitol Day

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Christiansburg eliminated from state quarters in 28-27 thriller

PHOTO BY KYMN DAVIDSON-HAMLEY
Tanner Evans (center) quickly zeroes in on Lord 
Botetourts’s running back to take him to the ground 
as Blue Demon support gathers around him. Evans had 
more than 10 tackles for the night and rushed for 88 
yards with a touchdown.

onds out of the locker room 
in the third quarter that 
changed the ball game when 
Botetourt ran the opening 
kickoff  back 91 yards for a 
touchdown.

After that the visitors used 
a tough defense to force two 
Christiansburg fumbles and 
an interception. Th e big-
gest might have been a stop 
with less than three minutes 
remaining as they led Chris-
tiansburg 28-27.

Wilkes rolled the dice and 
went for two and the win. 
Offi  cials on the fi eld ruled 
running back Stephan My-
thril was stopped at the goal 
line. 

But with time remain-
ing, Wilkens rolled the dice 
a second time and executed 
an onside kick to perfection. 
In a play the head coach calls 
jailbreak, the kicking team 
bunched everyone up at the 
50-yard line and tapped the 
ball off  a Botetourt receiver. 

After almost a 15-minute 
discussion by the offi  cials, 
Christiansburg was awarded 
the ball. Ten seconds later, 
Tanner Evans tossed a long 
halfback pass to Travis Al-
tizer to set up some last-

minute heroics at the Bo-
tetourt 3-yard line. But the 
Christiansburg ball carrier 
fumbled the ball on the next 
play with Botetourt recover-
ing and running out the fi nal 
90 seconds for the win. 

Botetourt advances to 
play in the regional cham-
pionship for the fi fth year 
in a row against Abingdon, 
which downed Bassett on 
Friday night. 

“I think there are a lot 
of plays or calls that could 
have gone another way that 
aff ected the outcome of the 
game, but the only point at 
which I knew it had shifted 
too far the other way was 
the fumble late in the game 
to go in and take the lead,” 
Wilkens said. 

In the game, Stephan My-
thril rushed 21 times for 105 
yards. Tanner Evans added 
88 yards on 12 carries, and 
Casey Graham was seven of 
14 through the air for 164 
yards with a touchdown and 
two interceptions. Mythril 
scored twice. 

For the season, Graham 
fi nished 106 for 169 pass-
ing with 19 touchdowns and 
1,853 total yards. Mythril 

Disappointment was all 
over the faces of Christians-
burg players and coaches 
as the clock ran out Friday 
night on the team’s 28-27 
loss to Lord Botetourt. Th e 
Blue Demons fi nish a 10-2 
season, one of the best in 
school history. Th e fi nish 
just was not what they had 
hoped for.

Coach Alex Wilkens said 
obviously he was heartbro-
ken for his kids, parents, and 
coaches “But I am incredibly 
proud of our resiliency, ef-
fort, and togetherness in the 
game. It was just not meant 
to be for us,” he said.

Th e contest was delayed 
for over an hour as Bo-
tetourt’s team buses were 
stuck in traffi  c on Interstate 
81 when not one, but three 
tractor-trailer accidents 
slowed movement. Kickoff  
was pushed back to 8 p.m. 
and fi nally was underway by 
8:15. 

Wilkens said the delay 
had no eff ect on the game. 
“Both teams were too men-
tally tough to let something 
like that aff ect how we play 
the game,” he said.

On the fi eld, Christians-
burg jumped out to an early 
7-0 lead, but Botetourt an-
swered score for score with 
a 14-14 game at halftime. 
But it was the fi rst 10 sec-

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org
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Hearing Aid Sales & Service, Inc.
ANDERSON AUDIOLOGY

Hear Better Live Better
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fi nished with 121 carries for 
855 yards rushing with 14 
touchdowns while Evans had 
80 carries for 682 yards with 
seven touchdowns. Running 
back Kenyon Johnson-Bu-
channon tallied 717 yards on 
115 carries with 13 touch-
downs. 

Th e Blue Demon seniors 
took a long time to leave 
the fi eld after the game, but 
Wilkens met with his players 
at the 40-yard line. 

Protect the
ones you love,
get your flu 
shot today.

@vaccinatevirginia

“I just told them I was 
proud of them and that I 
have no regrets. I wouldn’t 
change a thing about the 
game,” Wilkens said. “We 
went out swinging to-
gether. We gave it our all. I 
told them how blessed we 
are to have something like 
this season and this team 
that we love this much for 
it to break our hearts. Most 
go their whole lives never 
knowing a love like this,” 
he said.

“I was humbled, proud 
and thankful,” Wilkens 
said. “Th is group of kids, 
and particularly our se-
niors, changed the mindset 
of our entire program so 
that we expect to win. Th ey 
believed in themselves. 
Th at is the hardest thing to 
do in sports, and this group 
did that.”

Th e future is extremely 
bright for the program, ac-
cording to Wilkens, as they 
expect to compete and win 
at a very high level.

Th e school’s junior var-
sity team fi nished 7-1 this 
past year. 

CROSSWORD ANSWERS


	IMNM 11.24_p1color
	NM 11.24_p2
	NM 11.24_p3
	NM 11.24_p4
	NM 11.24_p5
	NM 11.24_p6
	NM 11.24_p7
	NM 11.24_p8
	NM 11.24_p9
	IMNM 11.24_p10color

