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David Rotenizer joins Montgomery
County as regional tourism director

David Rotenizer was named execu-
tive director of the Montgomery Coun-
ty Blacksburg Christiansburg Regional
Tourism Office on Nov. 9, 2021.

“After conducting a search for some-
one to spearhead our regional tourism
program that yielded several great can-
didates, David was selected to fill the
position and continue the great work
our regional tourism office has been
doing for the past several years,” said
Montgomery County Administrator
Craig Meadows. “David has a lot of
related industry experience, and we are

ism program.”

As executive director of the regional
tourism program, Rotenizer will report
to the Blacksburg town manager, the
Christiansburg town manager, and the
Montgomery County administrator.
He will be responsible for managing
and initiating programs that foster and
support tourism initiatives throughout
both towns and the county, working
closely with the Montgomery County
Tourism Board.

“This is home. I was born in Rad-
ford, grew up in Blacksburg, and

special place in my heart and soul,” said
Rotenizer. “T've seen the great work that
has been done by my predecessor with
the regional tourism program. I wel-
come this opportunity to pick up where
she left off and continue the great work
to both support and grow the tourism
industry in our community.”

Prior to joining Montgomery
County, Rotenizer worked for Franklin
County as the director of tourism with
the Office of Economic Development.
Prior to that Rotenizer worked for West
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fortunate to have him leading our tour-

Montgomery County has always held a

See Rotenizer, page

7 A graduate of Radford University, David Rotenizer is
the county’s new regional tourism director.

After more than 150 years,
Thomas Fraction receives
honorable discharge from U.S. Army

Elizabeth Marqulies

Contributing writer

On Nov. 6, members of Virginia Tech’s
Black Cadet Organization presented descen-
dants of Thomas Fraction with a certificate
of honorable discharge 155 years after he was
demoted and discharged without cause from
the Union Army.

Fraction fought in the Civil War alongside
his brother Othello Fraction for the 40th
United States Colored Infantry from Tennes-
see. Thomas Fraction became a soldier after
escaping the Smithfield and Solitude planta-
tions, now part of the Virginia Tech campus,
where the Fraction family was enslaved by
the Preston family.

In July 2021, the U.S. Army made a cor-
rection to Thomas Fraction’s military record
after his third great-granddaughter, Kerri
Moseley-Hobbs, author of “More Than a
Fraction,” petitioned them to review Thom-
as Fractions case. In addition to receiving the
honorable discharge, Thomas Fraction was
reinstated to the rank of sergeant, retroactive
to April 25, 1866.

The ceremony took place at Smithfield
Plantation, near the Fraction Family House
at Solitude Plantation, which in April 2019
was named to acknowledge the McNorton,
Saunders and Fraction families who all re-
sided on the site at some point. While the
ceremonial event commemorated the correc-
tion of Thomas Fractions military record, it
also honored the service of all those who were
enslaved and fought for their freedom during
the Civil War.

“The recognition of the Fractions and
the other families enslaved is an important
step in Virginia Tech maintaining a more
complete and truthful history,” said Michele
Deramo, associate vice provost for diversity
education and engagement.

“Acknowledging all dimensions of Vir-

ginia Tech history is necessary in order to
authentically fulfill the aspirational values set
forth in our Principles of Community,” De-
ramo said. “I hope that we as a university can
bring the story of the Fraction family alive so
that the little house near the Duck Pond is
as notable to future generations of Hokies as
Burruss Hall or Lane Stadium,” she added.

The Fraction Family House was placed on
the National Historic Registry, along with the
rest of Solitude in 1989, but a living family
connection remained hidden for decades.

“It feels like the naming was a spiritual
homecoming for all of them who actually
wanted to build their homes there,” Moseley-
Hobbs said. “I’s like vindication. You were
right. You have a right to be there, and now
you get to go home.”

PHOTO BY DAN MIROLLI FOR VIRGINIA TECH
A plaque is displayed at the Fraction
family house in honor of the Fraction
family and all others who were enslaved
at Solitude.

Second Sheetz proposed
for Roanoke Street

Sheetz recently renovated its North
Franklin Street location in Christiansburg
and has now submitted plans to the town
for a second location on Roanoke Street
near the Fatback Soul Shack restaurant.

The new 6,077-sq.-ft building would
be adjacent to Industrial Lane to the front
of the town’s industrial park. The prop-
erty is currently home to a convenience
store. Gasoline pumps would be located
toward the front of Roanoke Street and
would provide easy on-off access to Inter-
state 81.

The Christiansburg Planning Com-
mission has also received a recent update
on the Marketplace project on North
Franklin. The developer, Walt Rector, is
indicating it will now contain two Mar-

riott hotels joined at the lobby. This is
a new concept hoteliers like Marriott
are employing with two different levels
of cost, room sizes, and suite sizes with
buildings that will share the same lobby,
food facility, maid service, and security
for efficiency. The proposed hotels will be
five stories high with stick construction.

Rector also told the planning commis-
sion at a recent meeting that this project
began as a $30 million undertaking, but
is now in the range of $250 million be-
cause of the quality of the location and
the growth of the community, among
other factors.

Plans for another hotel, a Tru by Hil-
ton, have also been submitted for Hamp-
ton Boulevard.

VT’s Theriogenology Club

gives vet students hands-on
experience with Puppy Palooza

Puppy Palooza was back in action
this semester, providing students with
a unique opportunity to experience the
proper handling of young dogs.

This extravaganza of cuteness, put on
by the Theriogenology Club, brought
18 Australian and German shepherd
puppies to the college by dedicated
breeders with responsible reproductive
practices.

Tripp Oliphant, president of the
Theriogenology Club, described the
event as “a vaccine clinic put on by our
club for breeders to bring in litters of
puppies and allow us pre-clinical veteri-
nary students to perform examinations,
vaccinations, microchipping, and de-
worming.”

Julie Cecere, clinical associate profes-
sor and one of the faculty volunteering
to support Puppy Palooza, expressed
appreciation for the Theriogenology
Club and its success in giving students
an experience they couldn’t get other-
wise. “Clubs are an essential part of vet
school and give students additional ed-
ucation and further learning opportu-
nities outside of the formal curriculum
in areas they have an interest in.”

Puppy Palooza was a huge success the
first time it was put on in 2019 but was
canceled in 2020 due to COVID-19.
Second-year Makayla Minton was sad
to miss out last year but said she was ex-

See Puppy Palooza, page 2

After being cancelled in 2020 because of COVID, an “extravaganza of cuteness,”
otherwise known as Puppy Palooza was back this semester, giving Virginia
Tech veterinary students the chance to experience some of their profession’s
most challenging patients: barking, licking, wiggling, squealing, chewing, and

generally mischievous puppies.
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Wednesday,
Dec. 1:

Radford Annual Tree
Lighting Ceremony

Radford Coffee Com-
pany (RCC) will offer
hot cocoa and cookies
from the library parking
lot prior to the lighting
of the tree. The Radford
Public Library Lamp-
lighters are funding the
refreshments from RCC.
Libby and Olivia, mem-
bers of the Grove United
Methodist Handbell
Choir, will perform mu-
sic and also lead interac-
tive handbell playing for
little ones. Radford May-
or David Horton will
provide the countdown
for the tree lighting, and
Santa will be on hand
to flip the switch. This
event takes place outside,
rain or shine, so those at-
tending should dress ac-
cordingly.

Talking About Books:
“Perestroika in Paris”

At the Christiansburg
Library at 11 a.m. This
month’s book to be dis-
cussed is “Perestroika in
Paris” by Jane Smiley, in-
person and virtually.

Talking About Books:
“Crying in H Mart”

At the Meadowbrook
Public Library at 6 p.m.
To be discussed is “Cry-
ing in H Mart” by Mi-
chelle Zauner. Call the
Meadowbrook  Library
at 268-1964 to reserve
a copy. Everyone is wel-
come.

Thursday, Dec.
2:

Radford Holiday Pa-
rade

Radford’s Holiday
Parade, themed “Win-
ter Nights and Magical
Lights,” will take place
at 7 p.m. 'The lineup
begins at 6 p.m. The pa-
rade route will line up

on East Main Street be-
tween Tyler Avenue and
University Drive Bridge
and proceed westward
along Main Street to the
Central Square Shopping
Center.

Saturday, Dec.
4:

CHS Music Depart-
ment Breakfast with
Santa

At Christiansburg
High School from 8 a.m.
until noon. The Chris-
tiansburg High School
Music Department pres-
ents its annual Break-
fast with Santa featur-
ing a pancake breakfast,
games, crafts, and a pho-
to op with Santa. Fami-
lies may bring their own
camera or phone and take
a picture with Santa, his
elves, the reindeer, and
the high school’s music
students. As an event in
a Virginia public school,
masks must be worn at
all times by those attend-
ing except when they are
cating. The cost for chil-
dren 12 and under is $5,
for ages 13 and up $8.

Creative
Group

At the Meadowbrook
Public Library at 11 a.m.
In person or on Go-To-

Writing

Meeting  for support,
feedback, and writing
tips. Email mupthe-

grove@mfrl.org or call
540-268-1964 for more
information. A Go-To-
Meeting account is not
needed to join.

PAWS to Read - Dog
Edition

At the Blacksburg Li-
brary at noon. Read to
Derek the therapy dog.
Registration is required.

Teen Dungeons and
Dragons

At the Blacksburg Li-
brary at 2 p.m. Teens.
Dungeons. Dragons.

Sunday, Dec.
5:

Luminaries Display

The annual Stroubles
Mill Neighborhood As-
sociation luminaries dis-
play in Blacksburg will
begin at 5:30 pm. The
rain date is Dec. 6.

Chess Club

At the Blacksburg Li-
brary at 3 p.m. Kids and
teens ages 8 and up can
come sharpen their chess
skills. Supplies will be
provided. All skill levels

are welcome.

Monday, Dec.
6:

Photos with Santa

Photos with Santa at
the Radford Public Li-
brary from 5:30 t 6
p.m. Registration is re-
quired. Call (540) 731-
3621 to reserve a time for
free photos with Santa.
(Photos will be delivered
digitally by email.)

Wednesday,
Dec. 8:

Brown Bag Book Club

On the second
Wednesday  of  each
month from noon to 1
p-m., the Radford Public
Library offers a book dis-
cussion. Those attending
may bring a lunch. To
be discussed this month
is “The Great Alone” by
Kristin Hannah.

Holiday Pop-up Mar-
ket

Have your picture tak-
en with Santa and roast
marshmallows under the
stars from 5 to 8 p.m.
at the Holiday Pop-Up
Market in the Triangle
Pocket Park on West
Main Street in Radford.
Sweets and treats, cof-
fee and hot cocoa will be
available. Vendors will be
set up in the New River

*
*
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Virginia Breeze Bus Lines is
adding service from Bristol to
D.C. — connecting you to the
Commonwealth and beyond!

Plan your trip today at
niabreeze.org.
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Valley Community Ser-
vice parking lot.

Thursday, Dec.

Storytime with
Dancin’ Dee

At the Radford Public
Library from 11 to 11:30
a.m. This is a special sto-
rytime with local artists.
Those attending may
make a leather bookmark
from Dancin’ Dee Leath-
erworks to take home
while enjoying stories
about creating new art

from old things.

Saturday, Dec.
11:

Handcrafted Holi-
day Pop up Market and
Holiday Open House at
Glencoe Mansion

The annual handcraft-
ed Holiday Pop-Up Mar-
ket hosted by Mountain-
Trotter Arts from noon
to 4 p.m. at Glencoe
Mansion, Museum and
Gallery. The market will
offer one-of-a-kind and
high quality handcrafted
works by local artisans
perfect for holiday shop-
ping.

Hot beverages, sweet
treats, and live holiday
music will be part of
the fun. Those attending
can get into the spirit by
checking out the gallery’s
holiday display, “Christ-
mas in Virginia,” which
will  transport partici-
pants through Virginia’s
past into the present.

Glencoe Mansion’s
gift shop will feature a
wide variety of items. As
a special feature, the mu-
seum will offer works by
local artists in its gallery
space for holiday gift-
giving ideas.

The event and the mu-
seum are both open to
the public with no ad-
mission charge. In case of
weather issues, the rain
date will be Dec. 18.

Pu ppy Palooza from page 1

cited to get more experi-
ence after the pandemic.

This is precisely what
Puppy Palooza provided:
an invaluable chance to
become familiar with
what could be the most
challenging patient of all:
a barking, licking, wig-
gling pup. Indeed, the
room was full of squeaks
and squeals as the pup-
pies  chewed, licked,
barked, and found mis-

chief. Meanwhile, stu-

Tuesday, Dec.
14:

Sons of Confederate
Veterans meeting

The Sons of Confed-
erate Veterans, Stuart
Horse Artillery Camp
1784, will meet at 7 p.m.
at Aly’s Italian Family
Restaurant at 3204 Ri-
ner Road. Members of
the United Daughters of
the Confederacy (UDC)
are invited to attend. For
further information, call
320-4315 or 239-9864.

Wintery Storytime

At the Radford Pub-
lic Library from 5:30 to
6:30 p.m. Those attend-
ing should wear their fa-
vorite (or ugliest) sweater
for a winter-themed sto-
rytime.

Through Dec.
15:

United Way Festival
of Trees

At the Old Town Mall
in  Downtown Chris-
tiansburg. Come see
these beautiful trees in
person and vote for your
favorite. Voting ends at 9
p-m. on Dec. 15, but the
trees will be on display
until Jan. 3. Visit hteps://
UWTrees.givesmart.com
to vote. Votes are $1,
and no limits are placed
on the number of votes
allowed. All proceeds
stay local supporting
the United Way NRV
and its 22 partner agen-
cies. Event sponsors are
Corning, Inc., Foxridge
Apartment Homes by
HHHunt, and Quest
Floor Care LLC.

Through Dec.
19:

Va. State Police Op-
eration Christmas 2021
Virginia State Police
is currently accepting

dents applied the skills

been

they've acquiring
throughout their time at
the college.

The benefits of Puppy
Palooza extend beyond its
hands-on  components,
though.

“The event serves as an
avenue for breeder educa-
tion and the importance
of veterinary care for
puppies before going to
their new forever homes,”

Oliphant said. “It also

Remember:

* December 7: Pearl Harbor Day

* January 6: U.S. Capitol Day

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Protect the

ones you love,

get your flu
shot today.

donated items for Home
Instead Senior Care and
Turning Point Domestic
Violence Shelter through
Dec. 19 at the state police
Division VI headquarters
at 3775 W. Main St. in
Salem.

The following items
are being accepted: blan-
kets, sheets, white tow-
els, white wash cloths,
canned vegetables, sham-
poo, conditioner, body
wash, lotion, deodorant,
baby wipes, size 5 and
6 baby diapers, word-
search books, adult col-
oring books, crayons,
and colored pencils.

All month of
December

Free COVID-19 Test
Kits

Available at all branch-
es of Montgomery-Floyd
Regional Library, curb-
side only: free, rapid at-
home COVID-19 an-
tigen test kits. Tests are
available at no cost with
no library card needed.
This pilot program is
made possible through
a partnership with the
Virginia Department of
Health. Users will need
a Wi-Fi connection, a
form of ID, and a mobile
device or computer to
complete the test.

Second annual Rad-
ford holiday display
contest

The Radford Chamber
of Commerce’s second
annual holiday display
contest is underway as
Radford businesses and
residents are urged to
come up with their best
window or home dis-
plays. The entry fee is
$25, and the entry dead-
line is Nov. 30 with deco-
rations required to be up
by Dec. 10. Public vot-
ing will then take place
from Dec. 10 through
Dec. 22.

allows for students to in-
teract with breeders and
understand how impor-
tant reputable breeders are
for the preservation and
improvement of purebred
dogs.”

Students left Puppy
Palooza more prepared,
confident, and equipped
to serve dogs such as the
18 puppies present that
will go on to work in cru-
cial areas like bomb detec-
tion and search and res-
cue. While it was apparent
students were gaining the
skills necessary to become
excellent practitioners, the
cuteness of Puppy Palooza
can’t be overlooked. Oli-
phant said it’s an “excel-
lent outlet for students
to get out of ‘study mode’
and play with some ador-
able puppies.”

-- Written by Florence
Gonsalves M.EA 23,
writer with the Virginia-
Maryland College of
Veterinary Medicine

Be sure
to ‘Like’
the News
Messenger

on Facebook.

:i: @vaccinatevirginia

Protect the ones you love,

( \"7 get vaccinated V D H:vi
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Warm Hearth Village, VT industrial design

students work to keep seniors living independently

For 12 years now, the
Warm  Hearth  Village
(WHYV) staff and resi-
dents have helped Virginia
Tech’s Industrial Design
Department Senior Living
Studio class create prod-
ucts designed to improve
living independently for
seniors

Each fall, teams of stu-
dents meet with village
residents to find out what
tools could make their
lives easier and aid them
in their homes. The teams
then return to the studio
to design prototypes of
the products they have de-
cided to create. Everyone
meets again, and residents

give feedback on concepts
and prototypes. In the fi-
nal step, teams formally
present the finished de-
signs at Warm Hearth Vil-
lage. Due to the pandemic
restrictions, the meetings
and the final presentation
for the last two years have
been via Zoom.

This year’s projects in-
cluded an illuminated
bedside handle to help
people in and out of bed
while providing light to
prevent falls, a bracelet
that provides reminders
and connects with fam-
ily via an app to ensure
pills are taken and ap-
pointments are met, a pill

manager and dispensing
device, a digital tile smart
puzzle, a virtual window
that displays scenes de-
signed for those with de-
mentia to help combat
sundowning, an indoor
gardening station that
provides a common space
for gardening year-round
in a community setting,
a reengineered cane, and
a collapsible, lightweight
shopping cart.

Warm Hearth Village
is a nonprofit senior living
community in Blacksburg
that provides a full con-

tinuum of living options
on its campus and in the
home.

A digital smart tile puzzle is just one of the products Virginia Tech’s Industrial
Design Senior Living Studio class has created in conjunction with Warm Hearth
Village to make independent living hetter for seniors.

Local students achieve success at college

Radford’s Andrew Rehak ini-
tiated into honor society

Andrew Rehak, a native of
Radford, was recently initiated
into the Hampden-Sydney Col-
lege Circle of Omicron Delta
Kappa, the national leadership
honor society.

Students initiated into ODK
must be sophomores, juniors,
seniors, or graduate/professional
students in the top 35% of their
class, must demonstrate leader-
ship experience in at least one
of the five pillars, and must em-
brace the society’s ideals. Fewer
than five percent of students on
a campus are invited to join each
year.

ODK was founded in Lex-
ington, Va., on Dec. 3, 1914. A
group of 15 students and faculty
members established the society
to recognize and encourage lead-
ership at the collegiate level.

Blacksburg medical student
Lingzhi Liu recognized for ser-
vice to student groups

The New York Institute of
Technology has recognized Ling-
zhi Liu, a medical student from
Blacksburg, for his involvement
with campus organizations.

Liu is a member of the Amer-
ican Osteopathic College of
Physical Medicine and Rehabili-
tation and the Student Ameri-
can Osteopathic Academy of
Orthopedics

The New York Institute of
Technology’s six schools and
colleges offer undergraduate,
graduate, and professional de-
gree programs in in-demand
disciplines. A nonprofit, inde-
pendent, private, and nonsectar-
ian institute of higher education
founded in 1955, it welcomes
nearly 8,000 students world-
wide.

Radford’s Connor Herndon
graduates from Coastal Carolina
Connor Herndon, an inter-
dis studies major from Radford,
was among the nearly 350 stu-
dents who took part in Coastal

Carolina University’s summer
commencement ceremony, held
Friday, Aug. 6.

Coastal Carolina University
is a public liberal arts institu-
tion located in Conway, S.C.,
minutes from the resort area of
Mpyrtle Beach, S.C. CCU offers
baccalaureate degrees in 95 ma-
jor fields of study, including 27
master’s degrees and doctorates
in education and marine science.

Radford, Riner students earn
awards from WGU

Three local students have
earned awards of excellence at
Western Governors University.

Emily Barbour of Radford
earned an award of excellence at
Western Governors University
Teachers College.

Tamara Weston of Radford
earned an award of excellence at
Western Governors University
College of Health Professions.

Lisa St. Clair of Riner has
earned an award of excellence at
Western Governors University

College of Health Professions.
Established in 1997 by 19
U.S. governors with a mission
to expand access to high-quali-
ty, affordable higher education,
Western Governors University
is online, nonprofit, and serves
more than 125,000 students
nationwide with more than
250,000 graduates in all 50

states.

Blacksburg’s Henry Skutt
graduates from Ohio Univer-
sity with MBA

Henry Skutt from Blacks-
burg graduated with a Master of
Business Administration (MBA/
Sports  Administration) from
the College of Business at Ohio
University during the Summer
2021 semester.

Located in Athens, Ohio,
Ohio University strives to be the
best student-centered, transfor-
mative learning community in
America, a place where students
realize their promise, faculty ad-
vance knowledge, staff achieve

excellence, and alumni become
global leaders. The university is
committed to fostering, embrac-
ing, and celebrating diversity in
all its forms.

Riner’s Olivia Rutledge grad-
uates from Emory & Henry
with Doctorate

Olivia Rutledge of Riner was
among the students from Emory
& Henry College’s Health Sci-
ences campus in Emory, Va,
to graduate with a Doctorate
of Physical Therapy during the
summer commencement —cer-
emonies.

Emory & Henry College’s
Health Sciences campus was
launched in 2014 with the goal
of preparing compassionate,
patient-centered, highly-skilled
health care professionals who
not only provide quality health-
care to their patients but also
actively engage in leadership
and service opportunities within
their professional organizations
and communities.

Virginia growers present grand champion tree and wreaths to governor’s family

RICHMOND—A Ca-
naan fir seedling planted
10 years ago has grown
into the tree that debuted
this Christmas season at

the Virginia Executive
Mansion.
The grand champi-

on tree and handmade
wreaths, selected by a
three-judge panel for the
annual Virginia Christmas
Tree Growers Association
competition, was delivered
to Gov. Ralph Northam
and his family on Monday,
Nov. 29.

Tree entries are judged
on straightness, fullness,
and overall health and
color in the contest that
celebrates the diverse va-
riety of Virginia-grown
Christmas trees. Trees and
wreaths were judged at the
association’s annual meet-
ing in August.

This year’s grand cham-
pion fir was grown by
Louisa County Farm Bu-
reau members Virginia
and John Carroll of Clay-
brooke Farms. They have
planted trees on 25 acres
since 1984, and their trees
previously have been pre-
sented to former governors
Bob McDonnell and Terry
McAuliffe.

“It was a nice surprise
because there were a good
number of entries in the
contest this year,” John
Carroll said. “We are hon-
ored to win and present
the tree to Gov. Northam
and the first lady at the
mansion.”

Augusts winning Ca-
naan fir was 7.5 feet tall
with green-blue hues, a
pleasant aroma and sturdy
branches. A similar, some-
what larger Canaan fir will
have a holiday home at the
governor’s mansion.

did cut it!”

Robert O’Keeffe, who
organizes the association’s
competitions, said four
categories of trees can
be grand champion: firs,
pines, spruces and others,
like cypress or cedar.

“Fraser fir is the Cadil-
lac of Christmas trees, and
most in-demand by con-
sumers,” he said. “But the
other trees are eligible and
do win.”

Ken and Elaine
Rhoades of Mountain
View Christmas Tree Farm
in Shenandoah County

submitted August’s grand
champion wreath. The
family will create similar,
fresh wreaths to adorn the

past association contests.
“It promotes a litte
competition in the orga-

O’Keeffe

event,”

nization, plus its a fun

“And it’s beneficial for new

growers to see the quality
said. and variety of champion
trees.”

mansion’s gates and doors.

The Rhoades’ winning
mixed green wreath was
made with Scotch pine
backing, topped  with
white pine, arborvitae and
Turkish fir, with blue ice
cypress accents.

Rhoades said his par-
ents, Stephen and Sha-
ron Rhoades, have long
created the stylish natu-
ral wreaths, which have

fetched the grand prize in

A Canaan fir is the Virginia-grown grand champion tree
that was delivered to the governor’s mansion on Nov.

29,
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ONLINE ONLY AUCTION

Ends Thursday December 16th @ 4 PM
256 Buffalo Lane, Floyd VA 24091
Beautiful Farm for Sale in Floyd VA!

Bid Now at VaAuctionPro.com

You have the opportunity to purchase a stunning farm for sale in Floyd Coun-
ty VA! This property features 96.26 acres of open and wooded land with great
building spots, long range views, springs and more! The property has a 1946
farmhouse with 4 bedrooms, 1 bath and 1,254 sq. ft. of space! The home has vi-
nyl siding with a metal roof. There are a few woodsheds and a detached double
garage. The back section of property has approximately 50 acres of timber. Refer
to bidder pack that has a timber cruise completed in 2019. The cruise was com-
pleted on a larger section that this property is a +/- 50-acre portion of. In 2019
the timber was estimated to be worth $1,600 / acre. The timber cruise does not
estimate land value, just the estimated value of timber only per acre.

Property has frontage on Morning Dew Lane and accessed by Buffalo Lane.
Buffalo Lane is a private road that extends from Morning Dew Lane and goes
through a portion of the property. Buffalo Lane is also the access for two homes
adjacent to this property. In addition, there is a 25’ easement that expires in two
years giving access to adjoining 113.15 acres to the south. The fire road running
along the border of the 96.26 acres being sold and the 113.15 acre adjoining is
the property line and a shared road that either property can use to access the
back wooded portions of both properties. This fire road does not go through
property but along the border. Refer to survey and deed in bidder pack for com-
plete understanding of Right of Way and Fire Road.

Preview - Wednesday December 8th @ 4 PM

Terms - 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract
price. Earnest Money Deposit of $10,000 per lot required day of sale. Close in 45
days. Subject to seller confirmation. Property sold as is, where is with any and
all faults. Buyer is expected to complete their own due diligence. Auction starts
ending at 4 PM on December 16th, 2021. Please note that during the last two
minutes of bidding, if a new bid is placed, the clock is automatically extended an
additional two minutes. Download Bidder Information Pack for complete terms
and conditions, purchase contract and maps at VaAuctionPro.com

Contact Matt Gallimore, Broker/Auctioneer at

4
“The contest encourages l‘r !

growers to continue to \4' ] f:ﬁ:\ "The perfect gift for all ages -

keep growing better trees i ~ youth, adults and seniors”

with quality at its best for fy “ === == -=--=-----------

our consumers,” Carroll ‘; Call 382-5525 for

said, adding that cultivat-
ing gorgeous Christmas
trees is a family endeavor.
“I didnt grow the tree
by myself,” he said. “But I

all information

540-239-2585 or email Gallimore.matt@gmail.com

102 S. Locust Street,
Floyd, VA 24091

575 Arbor Drive, (540) 745-2005
Christiansburg VaAuctionPro.com
Lic# 2907004059
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Researchers working to help Antarctic
fishes adapt to warming Southern Ocean

At first glance, Antarctica
seems inhospitable. Known
for howling gales and ex-
tremely cold temperatures,
the continent is blanketed
with a mile-thick ice shelf.
Occasional elephant seals
and seabirds fleck the glacial
shorelines.

Yet dipping below the
waves, the Southern Ocean
teems with biodiversity:
vibrant swaths of sea ice
algae and cyanobacteria,
swarming krill and crusta-
ceans, bristling kelp forests,
gigantic polar sea spiders
and sponges, whale pods,
and abundant Antarctic fish
fauna.

These fishes play a vital
role in the Southern Ocean’s
food web of 9,000 known
marine species, yet their
subzero haven may be at
risk. A 2021 climate analysis
posited that by 2050 some
areas of the Antarctic conti-
nental shelf will be at least 1
degree Celsius warmer.

Researchers from Virgin-
ia Tech’s Fralin Biomedical
Research Institute at VIC
have published a new study
in PLOS ONE describing
how two species of Antarc-
tic fish — one with hemo-
globin in its blood cells and
one without — respond to
acute thermal stress.

The research team, di-
rected by Virginia Tech Vice
President for Health Scienc-
es and Technology Michael
Friedlander, observed that
both species responded to
progressive warming with
an elaborate array of behav-
ioral maneuvers, including
fanning and splaying their
fins, breathing at the sur-
face, startle-like behavior,
and transient bouts of alter-
nating movement and rest.

“Remarkably, our team
found that Antarctic fishes
compensate for increasing
metabolic demands by en-
hancing respiration through
species—speciﬁc locomotor
and respiratory responses,
demonstrating resilience to
environmental change and
possibly to global warm-
ing,” said Friedlander.

Iskander Ismailov, the
study’s first author and a
research assistant professor
in Friedlander’s laboratory
during the study, said “Be-
havioral manifestations that
weve described show that
these fishes have power-
ful physiological capacities
to survive environmental
changes.”

Through millions of
years of isolation from the
rest of the world — corralled
by the Antarctic Circum-
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polar Current — Southern
Ocean fish species have be-
come well adapted to their
frosty ecosystem.

Blackfin icefish, one of
the two species studied by
the team, have unique opal-
escent blood. These fish are
among the few known ver-
tebrates lacking hemoglo-
bin, a molecule in red blood
cells that efficiently carries
oxygen from the lungs of
land-dwelling ~ vertebrates,
or from the gills of aquatic
vertebrates, throughout tis-
sues in the body. Instead,
blackfin icefish transport
oxygen dissolved in blood
plasma, harboring roughly
10% of the oxygen carrying
capacity of hemoglobin.

Oxygen is more solu-
ble in cold water, allow-
ing white-blooded icefish
to thrive in the Southern
Ocean. As water tempera-
ture rises, however, these
species experience increased

metabolic demand, poten-
tially making white-blood-
ed fish more vulnerable to
global warming. To test
this hypothesis, the team
examined five specimens
of white-blooded blackfin
icefish and five red-blooded
black rockcod, Notothenia
coriiceps, in a climate-con-
trolled shoreline laboratory
that circulated, and progres-
sively warmed, saltwater
straight from the Southern
Ocean.

The fishes acclimated to
the lab conditions, before
being transferred to the ex-
perimental tank, where wa-
ter temperature rose from
-1.8 degrees Celsius to 13
degrees, ata rate of 3 degrees
per hour. The researchers
captured extensive video re-
cordings, allowing them to
examine and quandfy the
fishes motility, breathing
rate, maneuvers in the tank,
and fin movements.

As the water temperature
rose, the white-blooded
icefish displayed intensive
pectoral fin fanning — a be-
havior previously observed
in icefish during egg guard-
ing — that the researchers
suggest may help facilitate
respiration. By contrast, the
red-blooded fish employed
complex maneuvers, in-
cluding pectoral fin fanning
and splaying, followed by
startle-like C-turns, which
may augment gill ventila-
tion, according to Ismailov.

Preparation for the expe-
dition began in early 2014.
The research team designed,
custom-built, and shipped
laboratory ~equipment to
Palmer Station in Antarc-
tica before living there for
three months in 2015. The
journey included a flight to
Punta Arenas, Chile, then
crossing the Drake Passage
by boat during the austral
fall.

Ismailov was the first to
arrive, setting up experi-
mental rigs. Six weeks later,
he was joined by Jordan
Scharping, then a second-
year VICSOM  student
conducting  resecarch  in
Friedlander’s lab. The pair
worked in overlapping 12-
hour shifts running experi-
ments in the laboratory at
near-freezing temperatures.

“One stormy night while
we were fishing, a two-story
wave overtook the stern,
drenching me from head
to toe in ice-cold seawater
— the captain of the boat
stopped the fishing after
that,” Ismailov recalled.
“As a graduate of medical
school, I never could have
imagined that my career
would lead me to Antarc-
tica to study fish, but this
research project has become
one of the most extraordi-
nary and memorable in my

life.”

PHOTO BY JORDAN SCHARPING

Researchers from Virginia Tech’s Fralin Biomedical Research Institute at VTG recently published a new study
describing how two species of Antarctic fish - one with hemoglobin in its blood and one without - respond to
warming water temperatures. Iskander Ismailov, the study’s first author, lived at Antarctica’s Palmer Station for

three months.

Virginia gas prices continue to fall

Virginia gas prices fell
2.9 cents per gallon in
the past week, averaging
$3.24/g as of Monday,
Nov. 29, according to Gas-
Buddy’s daily survey of
4,081 stations in Virginia.

Gas prices in Virginia are
five cents per gallon lower
than a month ago but are

still $1.17/g higher than a
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36. Expressed pleasure
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According to GasBuddy
price reports, the cheap-
est station in Virginia was
priced at $2.89/g Monday
while the most expensive
was $3.89/g, a difference
0f 100.0 cents per gallon.

The national average
price of gasoline fell 3.4
cents per gallon last week,
averaging $3.37/g Mon-
day, Nov. 29. The national
average is down 1.4 cents
per gallon from a month
ago but is sdll $1.26/g
higher than it was a year
ago.

“Gas price declines are
slowly picking up momen-
tum. With oil’s recent fall

and the jury out on a new
COVID variant, Omicron,
we could be in store for
lower prices based on many
countries turning back to
travel restrictions, limiting
oil demand, and potential-
ly accelerating the drop in
gas prices,” said Patrick De
Haan, head of petroleum
analysis for GasBuddy.
“There remains a very
high level of uncertainty
ahead of us as OPEC has
delayed its meetings to
await more market move-
ments and information on
Omicron,” said De Haan.
“But so far, Americans can
expect the new variant to
push gas prices even lower.

Beyond the next few weeks,
it remains nearly impos-
sible to predict where oil
and gas prices will head,
though turbulence is guar-
anteed.”

GasBuddy is the authori-
tative voice for gas prices and
the only source for station-
level data spanning nearly
two  decades.  GasBuddys
survey updates 288 times
every day from the most
diverse list of sources cover-
ing nearly 150,000 stations
nationwide, the most com-
prehensive and up-to-date in
the country. GasBuddy data
are accessible ar hitp:/lprices.
GasBuddy.com.

ROte n ize r from page 1

Virginia State University as an extension
agent in community development with spe-
cialization in historic preservation and tour-
ism development in partnership with the
New River Gorge Regional Development
Authority, serving Raleigh County and the
City of Beckley. He served as the first Direc-
tor of Tourism for both the Carroll County
Office of Tourism and the Martinsville-Hen-
ry County Economic Development Corpo-
ration.

In addition to tourism, Rotenizer has a
rich background in community develop-
ment and historic preservation, including
ethnography and archacology. From 2009-
2013, he served as the site manager for the
Grave Creek Mound Archaeological Com-
plex, a historic site, museum, and collections
management facility under the auspices of
the West Virginia Division of Culture and
History. Rotenizer served as an AmeriCorps
VISTA with the Carroll County Office of
Economic and Educational Development
and served as a Preserve WV AmeriCorps su-
pervisor through the National Coal Heritage
Area and the Preservation Alliance of West
Virginia.

The new regional tourism director is no
stranger to Montgomery County. Earlier in
his career, Rotenizer served as the Director of
Environmental Conservation, assisting with
the development and launch of the annual
Broom’ & Bloomin’ and Keep the New Riv-

er New Clean environmental campaigns, as
well as the development of a county recycling
program that included glass, aluminum, and
used motor oil. He promoted Operation
Waste Watch, a K-12 environmental curric-
ulum and was sponsor of the Riner Archae-
ology and Ecology Club.

Rotenizer is a board member of the West
Piedmont Planning Districc Commission,
the Blue Ridge Parkway Association, the Vir-
ginia Association of Destination Marketing
Organizations, the Crooked Road: Virginia’s
Heritage Music Trail, and Habitat for Hu-
manity of Franklin Councy.

Previously, he was board member of the
Southwest Virginia Cultural Heritage Foun-
dation, the Blue Ridge Travel Association,
‘Round the Mountain: Southwest Virginia’s
Artisan Network, the Carroll County His-
torical Society, the New River Historical So-
ciety and Archeological Society of Virginia,
and was a charter board member of the
Montgomery Museum and Lewis Miller Re-
gional Art Center and the New River Valley
Preservation League.

Rotenizer is a graduate of Radford Univer-
sity with a bachelor’s degree in general studies
with a concentration in Appalachian heritage
resources. He has completed coursework in
anthropology and Appalachian studies and
general studies from New River Community
College. He is also a graduate of the Market-
ing College of the Southeast Tourism Society.
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RUC hiomedical science students, faculty and
staff participate in wastewater epidemiology study

This fall, faculty, staff
and students in the Rad-
ford University Carilion
(RUC) biomedical science
program have been par-
ticipating in a study that
compares methods for the
detection of SARS-CoV-2
virus in wastewater.

The SARS-CoV-2 virus
is the causative virus of
COVID-19.

The study, in the Roa-
noke and Salem areas, is
a collaboration with the
Virginia Department of
Health (VDH), Western
Virginia Water Author-
ity (WVWA) and Carilion
Clinic’s Basic Sciences Re-
search Lab, with funding
from the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC).

“What were doing in
this study is wastewater-
based epidemiology, or
WBE,” said Sara Reed
Houser, assistant profes-
sor of biology at RUC and
lead faculty member on
the study. “Broadly, that
means we are using results
from the analysis of sew-
age for public health sur-
veillance.”

Houser explained that
WBE is used to monitor
environmental pollutants,
track usage of pharmaceu-
ticals and substances of
abuse and determine the
prevalence of infectious
diseases, including bacte-
rial and viral infections as
well as trending antimicro-
bial resistance.

Several academic cen-
ters and metropolitan ar-
eas across the U.S. and
other countries have been

using similar data to pre-
dict trends in COVID in-
fections in the population.
This helps healthcare pro-
viders and public health
agencies prepare for out-
breaks of pandemics and
other mass health crises.

“Considering the fact
that many clinical cases
progress without symp-
toms, are not tested and
are therefore not reflected
in case data, information
generated from WBE may
give a more accurate de-
scription of true case num-
bers in the population and
any trends,” said Houser.
“Because virus is shed in
feces before a person be-
comes symptomatic, com-
munity infection can be
detected a couple of weeks
before case numbers rise.”

The wastewater, Hous-
er explained, is collected
pretty much the way you
would imagine.

“We open a manhole,
drop in a sterile collection
bucket by rope and col-
lect about 500 milliliters
of sewage coming from
homes, businesses and
healthcare facilities,” she
said. “We then transfer
this liquid to sterile bottles
to be stored at -80 degrees
Celsius.”

Before freezing, the
RUC laboratory team,
including Academic Lab
Manager Susan Tolliver,
Lab Assistant Gregory
Steeves and biomedical
science students like Anna
Lewis, measure factors
such as sample tempera-
ture, total dissolved solids
and pH. The samples are

then transferred to the
analytical lab in order to
quantify viral load. These
tests are all performed in
the labs at RUC and Car-
ilion.

This fall, some samples
have begun to be pro-
cessed in the biomedical
science research lab on the
sixth floor of Carilion Ro-
anoke Community Hospi-
tal, home to RUC.

Preliminary results
have reflected nationwide
trends. Virus has been
found in all locations col-
lected and levels have fluc-
tuated with case numbers.

“We have found that
community caseload
numbers are about two
weeks behind what we see
from the wastewater,” said
Houser. “Interestingly,
when we looked at our
data locally in early 2021,
we found significant spikes
of virus in the samples af-
ter both Thanksgiving and
Christmas holidays.”

All of the data col-
lected is reported back to
the VDH for local public
health surveillance and
uploading to the National
Wastewater ~ Surveillance
System (NWSS). Later,
this type of data may be
used to determine and pre-
dict case “hot spots,” mea-
sure vaccine impact and
help detect the appearance
of variants.

The collection of waste-
water also allows the CDC
to determine the accu-
racy and efficiency of new
modified instrumentation
compared to that seen in
traditional methodology.

The biomedical science
program’s participation in
the study came from a well-
established partnership in
teaching and research with
the WVWA. Through that
relationship, the program
was introduced to the local
health department’s waste-
water division.

Last year, the VDH and
a research faculty mem-
ber from the University of
Virginia approached Toll-
iver and Houser about
collaborating on a study
that would measure SARS-
CoV-2 levels in wastewa-
ter samples from areas in
the Roanoke Valley. They
began collecting samples
from five to seven various
locations.

Since then, RUC has
been collecting and pro-
cessing samples weekly,
providing initial analysis
and sending the samples
on to UVa to be analyzed
for the presence of SARS-
CoV-2.

Students from Virginia
Tech have also accompa-
nied the collection groups
to use in a separate study
to determine opiate con-
centrations in wastewater.

“Everyone involved has
participated with the intent
of serving the community
and providing research and
teaching avenues,” Tolliver
said. “For our biomedical
science students, the study
provides the opportunity
to perform valuable scien-
tific research that is partic-
ularly pertinent to current
events.”

Houser said the study

across Southwest Virginia.

RADFORD UNIVERSITY PHOTOS

RUC Biomedical Science student Anna Lewis collecting
samples for the wastewater epidemiology study.

Mark Lambert
Radford University
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Robbins, Howard Leroy

Howard Leroy Robbins,
68, of McCoy, passed away
on Friday, Nov. 26, 2021,
at his home.

He was born in New
York on March 2, 1953, to
the late Leroy Wilkey and
Edythe Weaver Robbins.

Howard grew up in the
Adirondack  Mountains
where he excelled in down-
hill skiing and whitewater
canoeing. He was a mem-

Robbins, and Izzy Rob-
bins; sons Ehron Hicks
and his wife, Melissa Ad-
ams Hicks; and Braden
Rush and Megan Enzinna;
a grandchild, Logan Hicks;
sisters and brothers-in-law,
Marion and Tom Bastian
and Meg and Mike Town;
a niece, Haley; a nephew,
Ian; and a dear friend,
Bobby Roop.

A funeral service will

ber of Community Chris-
tian Church, McCoy, and cherished his
days at Blue Ridge Christian Camp and
all the campers and stafl. Howard was a
master carpenter by trade.

He is survived by his wife, Patricia
Hicks; daughters Tara Rush, Sammy

be held today, Wednesday,
Dec. 1, 2021, at 2 p.m. at Community
Christian Church with Mr. Chris Brando
officiating. The family will receive friends
from 1 to 2 p.m. prior to the service at the
church. Arrangements by McCoy Funeral
Home, Blacksburg.

Russell, Frances Hutcheson

Frances Hutcheson Rus-
sell, 90, of Blacksburg,
passed away peacefully on
Nov. 22, 2021. Frances
was the oldest of the three
children of Mac and Elea-
nor McEver and was born
in the heart of downtown
Blacksburg in 1931.

She was a devoted
daughter and sister, tak-
ing care of her parents and
younger brother Buddy as

traveled the country and
the world, but her favorite
times were spent with her
family, especially at Clay-
tor Lake. She found great
peace gazing over the wa-
ter there and swimming
in it. She had her father’s
smile and spread it to oth-
ers who were blessed to be
in her presence. She taught
her children to love God
and to spread his light on

they aged. She graduated
from Westhampton College and returned
to Blacksburg to teach English (She was a
lifelong grammarian.) where she met and
married Thomas B. Hutcheson, Jr. They
began their life together in Raleigh where
Tom earned his Ph.D., then moved to
Lexington, Kentucky, where their three
children were born.

Returning to Blacksburg in 1964,
Frances was a dedicated servant not only
of her family but of her community. She
loved history and served as a docent at
historic Smithfield Plantation, helped
organize the Smithfield Foundation, and
served on the Board of Directors of the
Association for the Preservation of Vir-
ginia Antiquities (APVA).

Over the years she was a Girl Scout
leader, a Vacation Bible School director,
and chair of the Sunday School at Blacks-
burg Presbyterian Church, which she
joined as a child and attended her whole
life. She was a Rotarian, a Paul Harris Fel-
low, and a Kentucky Colonel.

After Tom’s death, she married Dr.
George E. “Buddy” Russell and spent
the remaining years of her life with him,
celebrating their 35th anniversary just
a week before her death. She was a tre-
mendous help to her husband in his ef-
forts to involve the alumni of Virginia
Tech in their alma mater. Together they

Earth. Hers was a life well-
lived.

She was preceded in death by her par-
ents, Herbert M. “Mac” McEver and El-
eanor S. McEver; brothers Buddy and Bill
McEver; and her first husband, Thomas
B. Hutcheson, Jr. She is survived by her
husband, George E. “Buddy” Russell; a
sister-in-law Vicki McEver; children Eliz-
abeth Domico, Tom Hutcheson (Beth),
Joel Hutcheson (Kelly), Mike Russell
(Chevella), Cindy Mason (Chip), and Jeff
Russell; grandchildren Patrick Domico
(Lucy), Adam Domico (Margot), Tommy
Hutcheson (Paige), Henry Hutcheson,
Mac Hutcheson, John Hutcheson, El-
eanor Hutcheson, Thomas Hutcheson,
Emma Van Stone, Allie Van Stone, Katie
Russell, Holly Mason, and Christopher
Mason; and a nephew Mark McEver
(Brenda).

Interment of her ashes will take place
on April 9, 2022, at 10 a.m. at Westview
Cemetery followed by a celebration of her
life and reception at Blacksburg Presbyte-
rian Church at 11 a.m.

In lieu of flowers, please make dona-
tions to the Blacksburg Presbyterian
Church  (blacksburgpres.org) or The
Smithfield-Preston Foundation (historic-
smithfield.org) Arrangements By McCoy
Funeral Home, Blacksburg,.

how both institutions are
contributing to improv-
ing and maintaining the
good health of our fami-
lies, friends and neighbors

APX Services LLC
540-566-6920
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Apartments for

Rent

CRESTVIEW

Apartments
in Christiansburg Is
accepting applications for
the waiting list for 1BR &
2BR units. Save $$-
water/sewer incl. in rent.
Accessible units designed
for persons with
disabilities subject to
availability. Visit us at
309C Pepper St South or
call (540) 382-1760 (TTY
711) for more information.
$25 application fee,
credit/criminal ck reqd.
Rental Assistance subject
to availability. Section 8
vouchers welcome. Equal
Housing Opportunity. This
institution is professionally
managed by Partnership
Property Management, an
equal opportunity provider
and employer.

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD
Mixed Hardwood.
Call 540-529-2745

Delivery in Botetourt only

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE
Unprinted end rolls of
newsprint. Great for
packing & shipping, moving
& storage and for art
projects. Various sizes
available. Stop by the
Salem Times-Register 1633
West Main St. or call
(540)389-9355 for details.

Wanted - To Buy

Wanting to Buy
Deutz 7085
Fair condition
540-292-2934
Leave a message

Help Wanted -

Drivers

ROUTE DELIVERY
ROANOKE AND
SURROUNDING CITIES
- MAGAZINE DELIVERY
TO ESTABLISHED
LOCATIONS
- PART TIME FLESCIBLE
HOURS (Monday through
Friday during first two
weeks each month)

- GREAT DELIVERY
RATES PAID PER
LOCATION

- SUV OR MINIVAN
REQUIRED

- INDEPENDENT
CONTRACTOR

Call Mike (513) 773-9374

Help Wanted -

General

Part Time
Newspaper
Production Help
The Salem TimesRegister

has openings for
afternoon/evening shift
work inserting, labeling
and bundling newspapers
for delivery. No
experience necessary.
Hours may vary. Will train.
$7.50 per hour. Contact
Lynn Hurst, General
Manager, Salem-Times
Register (540)389-9355
or email
lhurst@ourvalley.org

Quality Inn Radford
Hiring Full-Part Time
Front Desk Clerk/Night
Auditor and
Housekeeping.
Apply in Person.
Ph-540-639-3000

TAP (Total Action for
Progress) is the second
largest community action
agency in Virginia,
employing more than 300
employees. We
encourage people to think
creatively, grow
professionally, and make
a positive impact within
the agency and in the
communities in which we
serve.

The following position is
open with TAP:

Supervisor of Family
Services

The Supervisor of Family
Services develops,
implements, and
coordinates the Head
Start Family and
Community Partnership

Help Wanted -
General

services to meet the
Department of Health and
Human Services and
TAP’s policies and
guidelines. The
Supervisor is responsible
for establishing a system
of identification of families
in the area that are in
need of social services
and parent involvement.

*Knowledge of the existing
community and human
services

Agencies

*Must possess skill in
expressing self orally and
written

*Record keeping and data
collecting skills required
*Associate or Bachelor’s
Degree in Social Work or
related field or equivalent
experience

*One year’s experience
working with an agency or
institution; providing social
services to people

*Must have at least three
years supervisory
experience

*TAP is a mandatory
COVID vaccine employer.

For a full job description
please visit Indeed.com or
at our website
www.tapintohope.org

Must be able to adjust
work schedule as needed.
Complete background
required. Salary:
$43,680.- $54,433. per
year. Submit cover letter
and resume to: TAP,
Human Resources, Job
Code: SFS-HS

PO Box 2868, 302 2nd
St., Roanoke, VA
24001-2868 or fax to
540-345-1944

Applicant email address is
required for response
concerning this job.

For more information
about this job and to apply
online:

See our website:
www.tapintohope.org
TTY: 540-345-4096
AA/EOE/Drug Free
Workplace

Bilinguals encouraged to
apply.

Local HVAC
Company
Looking for HVAC
entry level helper
Please call 540-254-1100

Legals - Botetourt

County

ORDER OF
PUBLICATION

Commonwealth of Virginia
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
Case No. JJ014314-06-00
Botetourt JDR District Court
Juvenile and Domestic
Relations District Court
Commonwealth of Virginia,
in re Fowler, Eli
Commonwealth

.

Unknown Father

The object of this suit is to:
To terminate residual
parental rights to Eli Fowler.
It is ORDERED that
Unknown Father appear at
the above-named Court and
protect his or her interests
on or before 12/07/2021
01:00PM.

10/18/2021
Jessica Hall
Deputy Clerk

ORDER OF
PUBLICATION

Commonwealth of Virginia
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
Case No. JJ014314-04-00
Botetourt JDR District Court
Juvenile and Domestic
Relations District Court
Commonwealth of Virginia,
in re Fowler, Eli
Commonwealth

.

Fowler, Jerry

The object of this suit is to:
To terminate residual
parental rights to Eli Fowler.
It is ORDERED that Fowler,
Jerry appear at the above-
named Court and protect
his or her interests on or
before 12/07/2021
01:00PM.

10/18/2021
Jessica Hall
Deputy Clerk

ORDER OF
PUBLICATION

Commonwealth of Virginia
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
Case No. JJ014314-05-00
Botetourt JDR District Court
Juvenile and Domestic
Relations District Court
Commonwealth of Virginia,
in re Fowler, Eli
Commonwealth

.

Linkenhoker, Olivia Sink
The object of this suit is to:
To terminate residual
parental rights to Eli Fowler.

Legals - Botetourt

County

It is ORDERED that
Linkenhoker, Olivia appear
at the above-named Court
and protect his or her
interests on or before
12/07/2021 01:00PM.

10/18/2021
Jessica Hall
Deputy Clerk

ORDER OF
PUBLICATION

Commonwealth of Virginia
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
Case No. JJ014315-06-00
Botetourt JDR District Court
Juvenile and Domestic
Relations District Court
Commonwealth of Virginia,
in re Fowler, Nicholi
Commonwealth

.

Unknown Father

The object of this suit is to:
To terminate residual
parental rights to Nicholi
Fowler.

It is ORDERED that
Unknown Father appear at
the above-named Court and
protect his or her interests
on or before 12/07/2021
01:00PM.

10/18/2021
Jessica Hall
Deputy Clerk

ORDER OF
PUBLICATION

Commonwealth of Virginia
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
Case No. JJ014315-05-00
Botetourt JDR District Court
Juvenile and Domestic
Relations District Court
Commonwealth of Virginia,
in re Fowler, Nicholi
Commonwealth

.

Fowler, Jerry

The object of this suit is to:
To terminate residual
parental rights to Nicholi
Fowler.

It is ORDERED that Fowler,
Jerry appear at the above-
named Court and protect
his or her interests on or
before 12/07/2021
01:00PM.

10/18/2021
Jessica Hall
Deputy Clerk

ORDER OF
PUBLICATION

Commonwealth of Virginia
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
Case No. JJ014315-04-00
Botetourt JDR District Court
Juvenile and Domestic
Relations District Court
Commonwealth of Virginia,
in re Fowler, Nicholi
Commonwealth

Iv.

Linkenhoker, Olivia Sink
The object of this suit is to:
To terminate residual
parental rights to Nicholi
Fowler.

It is ORDERED that
Linkenhoker, Olivia appear
at the above-named Court
and protect his or her
interests on or before
12/07/2021 01:00PM.

10/18/2021
Jessica Hall
Deputy Clerk

ORDER OF
PUBLICATION

Commonwealth of Virginia
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
Case No. JJ014313-03-00
Botetourt JDR District Court
Juvenile and Domestic
Relations District Court
Commonwealth of Virginia,
in re Fowler, Lula O
Commonwealth

.

Fowler, Jerry

The object of this suit is to:
To terminate residual
parental rights to Lula
Fowler.

It is ORDERED that Fowler,
Jerry appear at the above-
named Court and protect
his or her interests on or
before 12/07/2021
01:00PM.

10/18/2021
Jessica Hall
Deputy Clerk

ORDER OF
PUBLICATION

Commonwealth of Virginia
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
Case No. JJ014313-04-00
Botetourt JDR District Court
Juvenile and Domestic
Relations District Court
Commonwealth of Virginia,
in re Fowler, Lula O
Commonwealth

.

Linkenhoker, Olivia Sink
The object of this suit is to:
To terminate residual
parental rights to Lula
Fowler.

Itis ORDERED that
Linkenhoker, Olivia appear
at the above-named Court
and protect his or her
interests on or before
12/07/2021 01:00PM.

10/18/2021
Jessica Hall
Deputy Clerk

Legals - Botetourt
County

ORDER OF
PUBLICATION

Commonwealth of Virginia
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
Case No. JJ014302-04-00
Botetourt JDR District Court
Juvenile and Domestic
Relations District Court
Commonwealth of Virginia,
in re Wright, Cooper
Solstice

Commonwealth of Virginia
.

Martin, Holly Isabella

The object of this suit is to:
To terminate residual
parental rights to Cooper
Wright.

It is ORDERED that Martin,
Holly Isabella appear at the
above-named Court and
protect his or her interests
on or before 12/07/2021
01:00PM.

10/19/2021
Jessica Hall
Deputy Clerk

ORDER OF
PUBLICATION

Commonwealth of Virginia
VA. CODE § 8.01-316
Case No. JJ014302-05-00
Botetourt JDR District Court
Juvenile and Domestic
Relations District Court
Commonwealth of Virginia,
in re Wright, Cooper
Solstice

Commonwealth

.

Wright Jr, Gary Robert
The object of this suit is to:
To terminate residual
parental rights to Cooper
Wright.

It is ORDERED that Wright
Jr, Gary Robert appear at
the above-named Court and
protect his or her interests
on or before 12/07/2021
01:00PM.

10/19/2021
Jessica Hall
Deputy Clerk

Legals - City of

Salem

PUBLIC HEARING
The City of Salem School
Board will hold a public
hearing for comment on
the FY 2022-23 budget on
Tuesday, December 14th
The hearing will begin at
7:00 PM at the School
Administrative Office, 510
South College Avenue,
Salem.

Any citizen of Salem who
wishes to address the
Board should contact
Kathy A. Jordan, Clerk of
the Board, at 389-0130 by
Friday, December 10, in
order to be placed on the
agenda. Individuals who
plan to address the Board
are requested to bring a
copy of their remarks for the
record.

In accordance with Board
Policy KD, Public
Participation in Board
Meetings, individuals who
plan to address the Board
are requested to:

« provide their name and
address,

+ address their remarks to
the Board,

* be brief,

* provide a copy of their
remarks for the record, and
* be prepared to answer
questions from the Board,
* In unusual cases or cases
of emergency, the Board, by
consensus, may

allow an individual or
organization to speak if not
on the agenda.

Notice is hereby

given to
all interested persons that
the City of Salem Planning
Commission, at its regular
meeting on December 15,
2021, at 7:00 p.m., in the
Council Chambers of City
Hall, 114 N. Broad Street, in
the City of Salem, Virginia,
will hold a public hearing,
pursuant to Sections 15.2-
2204 and 15.2-2285 of the
Code of Virginia, as
amended, to consider
approval of the following
requests relative to the
CODE OF THE CITY OF
SALEM, VIRGINIA:

Hold public hearing to
consider the request of Sia
Asset Management, LLC,
applicant, and Helm
Building Enterprises, LTD,
property owner, for a Use
Not Provided For Permit to
allow crypto mining at 1401
Southside Drive, Tax Map #
165-4-2.1.

Copies of the proposed
plans, ordinances or
amendments may be
examined in the Office of
Community Development,
21 South Bruffey Street,
Salem, Virginia.

At said hearing, parties in
interest and citizens shall
have an opportunity to be
heard relative to the said
requests.

THE PLANNING
COMMISSION OF THE
CITY OF SALEM, VIRGINIA
BY James E. Taliaferro, Il
Executive Secretary

Legals -
Montgomery County

Trustee's Sale
812 Village Way
North, Blacksburg,
VA 24060
(Parcel ID: 120106)

Default having been made
in the terms of a certain
Deed of Trust dated August
21, 2015, in the original
principal amount of
$170,000.00 and recorded
in the Clerk's Office of the
Circuit Court of the County
of Montgomery, Virginia on
August 21, 2015, as
Instrument Number
150006097, the
undersigned Substitute
Trustees will sell at public
auction on January 4, 2022
at 11:00 AM, in front of the
building housing the County
of Montgomery Circuit
Court, 55 East Main Street,
Suite 1, Christiansburg, VA
24073, the property
designated as Lot Number
84, as shown and described
on a plat of survey entitled,
"Plat Showing Subdivision
of Lots 84-86, Village at
Tom's Creek, Phase IIB,
Town of Blacksburg, Prices
Fork Magisterial District,
Montgomery County,
Virginia," dated March 8,
2005, which plat is of record
in the aforesaid Clerk’s
Office in Plat Book 25, Page
91, Slide 1186. Sale is
subject to all prior liens,
easements, restrictions,
covenants, and conditions,
if any, of record, or other
matters which would be
disclosed by an accurate
survey or inspection of the
premises. TERMS: CASH.
A deposit of $17,000.00 or
10% of the sale price,
whichever is lower, will be
required of the successful
bidder at time of sale. Prior
to the sale, interested
bidders will be required to
register with and must
present a bid deposit which
may be held during the sale
by the trustee. The bid
deposit must be certified
funds and/or cash, but no
more than $9,900.00 of
cash will be accepted. The
successful bidder's deposit
will be retained at the sale
and applied to the sale
price. If held by the trustee,
all other bid deposits will be
returned to the unsuccessful
bidders. Settlement is to be
made within 15 days. The
successful bidder will be
responsible for obtaining
possession of the property,
and for all costs and fees
related to recording the
Trustee's Deed, including
the grantors tax. The
successful bidder will be
required to execute a
Memorandum of Trustee's
Sale, available for review
upon request before the
sale, outlining additional
terms of sale and
settlement. A Trustee's
Deed will be prepared by
Trustee's attorney at high
bidder's expense. This is a
communication from a debt
collector. Tromberg, Morris
& Poulin, PLLC on behalf of
Southeast Equity Trustees,
LLC, Substitute Trustee(s),
413 Stuart Circle, Suite 314,
Richmond, VA 23220,

File No. 19-001735,

Tel: 561-338-4101.

VIRGINIA: IN THE
CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE COUNTY

OF MONTGOMERY
COUNTY OF
MONTGOMERY,
VIRGINIA,

a Political Subdivision of the
Commonwealth of Virginia,
Case No. CL21001661-00
Complainant,

V.
AMERICAN CANCER
SOCIETY INC, ET AL,
Respondent(s).

ORDER OF PUBLICATION
The object of this suit is to
enforce the lien of the
Complainant, County of
Montgomery, Virginia, for
delinquent real estate taxes
against certain real property
located in the County of
Montgomery, Virginia,
described as follows:

Tax Map No. 097- A137
Account No. 140623

All that certain lot, piece or
parcel of real property, now
or formerly owned by the
American Cancer Society,
Inc and the Trust of Lorraine
R. Ryan, lying and being in
the Shawsville Magisterial
District of Montgomery
County, Virginia, designated
and bearing Tax Map No.
097- A137 and being 15
acres, more or less.

This description is made
subject to all easements,
conditions, agreements,
restrictions, and
reservations of record which
affect the property herein
described including but not
limited to those recorded in
Deed Book 198 at Page
330, Deed Book 198 at
Page 420, Deed Book 202
at Page 111, Deed Book
209 at Page 208A, and

Deed Book 260 at Page 214.

www.ourvalley.org

Legals -
Montgomery County

IT APPEARING that an
Affidavit has been made
and filed stating that due
diligence has been used,
without effect, to ascertain
the identity and location of
certain parties to be served,
that the last known
addresses for the
Respondents herein are as
follows: Trustee under the
Loraine Robinson Ryan
Revocable Declaration of
Trust, whose last known
address is unknown; and
that any officers, heirs,
devisees, and successors in
title of the Respondent
named herein are made
parties Respondent to this
action individually and/or by
the general description of
Parties Unknown, it is
hereby

ORDERED that the parties
herein and all Parties
Unknown and/or whose
location cannot be
ascertained appear on or
before January 3, 2022 in
the Clerk’s Office of the

STATEWIDE ADS

AUCTIONS

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Advertise your
upcoming auctions statewide and in other
states. Affordable Print and Digital Solu-
tions reaching your target audiences. Call
this paper or Landon Clark at Virginia Press
Services  804-521-7576, HYPERLINK
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net’ landonc@vpa.net
HOME IMPROVEMENT

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter,
the most advanced debris-blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior &
Military Discounts. Call 1-877-614-6667
GENERAC Standby Generators provide
backup power during utility power outages,
s0 your home and family stay safe and com-
fortable. Prepare now. Free 7-year extended
warranty ($695 value!). Request a free quote
today! Call for additional terms and condi-
tions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus battery
storage system. SAVE money, reduce your
reliance on the grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home. Full installation
services available. $0 Down Financing Op-
tion. Request a FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-833-688-1378

Dont let the stairs limit your mobility! Discover
the ideal solution for anyone who struggles on
the stairs, is concerned about a fall or wants
to regain access to their entire home. Call
AmeriGlide today! 1-888-510-0805
LIVESTOCK SALE

BCIA CULPEPER SENIOR BULL SALE,
Saturday, December 11, Noon, Culpeper

Legals -
Montgomery County

Circuit Court of the County
of Montgomery, Virginia,
and do what may be
necessary to protect their
interests in this cause.

Entered on the 19" day of
November, 2021.

Erica W. Conner, Clerk

| Ask For This:

John A. Rife, Esq.

(VSB No. 45805)
Jeffrey A. Scharf, Esq.
(VSB No. 30591)

Mark K. Ames, Esq.
(VSB No. 27409)
Andrew M. Neville, Esq.
(VSB No. 86372)

Paul L. LaBarr, Esq.
(VSB No. 91609)
Gregory L. Haynes, Esq.
(VSB No. 37158)
Taxing Authority Consulting
Services, PC

P.O. Box 31800
Henrico, Virginia
23294-1800

Phone: (804) 545-2500
Facsimile: (804) 545-2378
TACS No.: 496052

STATEWIDE ADS

Agricultural Enterprise, Culpeper, VA. Selling
78 Angus, Gelbvieh, Gelbvieh Balancer, Her-
eford, Red Angus, Simmental and SimAngus
bulls. Catalog 540-231-9159. Sale informa-
tion available at www.bcia.apsc.vt.edu. Sale
available online at HYPERLINK “https:/www.
liveauctions.tv/” https:/fwww.liveauctions.tv/
RECRUITMENT

HIRING? We can help you fill your open
positions! Promote job listings regionally or
statewide! Affordable Print and Digital Adver-
tising Solutions reaching potential candidates.
Call this paper or Landon Clark at Virginia
Press Services 804-521-7576, HYPERLINK
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” landonc@vpa.net

S

DIVORCE-Uncontested,  $395+$86  court
cost. WILLS-$225.00. No court appearance.
Estimated completion time twenty-one days.
Hilton Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol. BBB Member. HY-
PERLINK “https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.com”
https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.com.

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED Life
Insurance! No medical exam or health ques-
tions. Cash to help pay funeral and other final
expenses. Call Physicians Life Insurance
Company- 844-509-1697 or visit HYPER-
LINK  “http:/www.Life55plus.info/vapress”
www.Life55plus.info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim independence
and mobility with the compact design and
long-lasting battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 888-608-4974

Leafi
GUTTER
PROTECTION

@ CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

150k

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE" DISCO

Filter BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

210

SENIOR & MILITARY
UNTS

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST | Promo Number: 285

“For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. **Offer valid at time of estimate only 2The
leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1
rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group
in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License#
41354 Licenset 99338 License# 128344 License# 218294 WA UBI# 603 233 977 Licenseft 2102212986 Licensett 2106212946 License#t
2705132153A License# LEAFFNWB22J2 License# WV0S6912 License# WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License# HO1067000 Registration
176447 Registrationst HIC.0649905 Registration# C127229 Registration# C127230 Registrationt 366920918 Registrationt PC6475 Reg-

% %
OFF 50FF

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!™

Registration# 1

262000022 License# 262000403 License# 0086990 Registrations# H-19114

Suffolk HIC Li H License# 2705169445 License#

A Smarter

Way to Power

Your Home.

EREEEEEEIEEIEIT T I NN N N NSNS SSS\

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE

A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*
| (833) 688-1378

*Offer value when purchased at retail.
Solar panels sold separately.

GENERAC
GENERAC

PWREED

SOLAR + BATTERY STORAGE SYSTEM

GENERAC
——— |

Protect the
ones you love,

get your
flu shot
today.

ii @vaccinatevirginia

Profect the ones you love,

@ get vaccinated
[ now. ]

v VIRGINIA
DEPARTMENT
|OF HEALTH
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L‘é%?‘s? N
SENIOR FOR
SENIORS CircLE R
PAINTING/& ROOFING OF
RESIDENTIAL
MAINTENANCE, VIRGINIA
Cell: Call for A FREE Estimate
340-293-4271 Rob Gendreau * 540.784.0500
Lisa Martin, REALTOR®
em brace Serving the industry for 30+ years
homeloans Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains
Robin Jewell Premier, REALTORS
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597 (540) 597-0480
540'309'501 3 Lisa@Lisa2buy.com « www.Lisa2buy.com
rJevve\I@embracehome\oans.com_ _ 1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
e o remened A GREAT DEAL IN THE Daleville, VA 24083
Roanoke, VA 24018 = CLASSIFIEDS! BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
C o To place your ad, HomeServices
Em‘”/r\wriw\jc[)q[ﬂL\L;wrl\wwrfht‘(“NQ\E) DEZIBA s leensed VA L‘all 389-9355 [E = A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC
CARPET fl .
RE-STRETCHING! Sunflooring Inc.
: AN | STEVE SMITH
Craig County Health Center FLOORS With over 40 years of experience
226 Market Street - New Castle, VA ; Specializing in Hardwood Floors
Phone: (540) 864-6390  Fax: (540) 864-6356 Repairs « New Sales « Expert Hardwood Refinishing, Laminate Floc;ring,
*Physical Exams * X-ray Services 540-776-9591 Engineered Floors, Ceramic Tile,
* Laboratory Services * Acute Care Cell: 540-353-7908 Carpet and Luxury Vinyl Plank
*Mental Health Services * Well Baby Checks Licensed & Insured 540-556-3100
ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS carpetroanoke.com
LARRY DEW, REALTOR®
~ BUY ORSELL FORYOU ~
THE +40 years Land Management, Farming,
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired)
&JLASS]F[EDS' Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
A S tmmm— S Farms - Recreation Land
|
7 Wnere the Deals Are! Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va
The best place to - ] E.mai(}l; 1
find it, sell it, B[ | @ ewsauction@aol.com
buy it, and
Roof announce it. Electrolysis by Betsy
Replacement BUSINESS Now offering services in TWO locations!
& Repair OPPORTUNITIES Bluefield WV & Blacksburg VA
540-966-0688 Opportunity is Electrolysis has been around for over 100 years!
PO Box 630 knocking loud It is the only permanent hair removal solution.
Daleville, VA 24083 and clear. Now accepting new clients!
www.southerntracellc.com SITUATIONS Call today for an appointment (304) 487-2296
WANTED
Find a job in your Now selling bicycles and parts
special field, or find the
help you need.
AUTOMOBILES
FOR SALE We sell used cars, bedliners, wheels, truck covers & boxes.
5 40 3 42 9600 Plus many other new & used parts - for every make of car!
' ' Get rid of the Robert Cox Sonny Arrington
. old rattletrap 341 Walnut Avenue 800-982-8778
Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com while it still runs Vinton, VA 24179 Phone: (540) 982-8777
This holiday season, buy a FHg“gEfE SAT I s FACT I 0 N
$20 Go Local Card
and receive TREE SERVICE
“HUNDREDS House-hunting
OF DISCOUNTS” couldn’t
throughout the NRV and beyond. be easier.
“Go Local Cards” can be purchased -
online or at our card retailers. 389 9355
Check us out at golocalcards.com

If you believe in your business and

want to build it...
ADVH RT!SEY Want to /eeep up with local news,

sports and events?

To place a classified ad, call 540-389-9355 ngffg%? ESE%[;SASY




Page 8 « Wednesday, December 1, 2021 « News Messenger

www.ourvalley.org

MONTGOMERY SPORTS

Javonte Green’s road from Radford to the NBA to a retired jersey

Marty Gordon

NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Sunday afternoon, Ja-
vonte Green’s Radford
University jersey was re-
tired during a special cer-
emony at halftime of the
school’s men’s basketball
game with Eastern Ken-
tucky.

Green came to Radford
University in 2011 as a
graduate of Brunswick
High School in Peters-
burg, Va., with high hopes
of making a name for
himself on the basketball
court. Four years later, he
ranked and still does rank
first in program history for
career games played (133)
and career steals (243) and
second in program history
for career points (1,911),
field goals made (701),

and  career rebounds
(1,064).
He was an All-Big

South Conference selec-
tion all four years he was
at Radford and was the
2-14-15 Big South Defen-
sive Player of the Year.

Since leaving Radford,
Green has played overseas,
in the NBAs G-League,
and in the National Bas-
ketball Association with
the Boston Celtics and
presently with the Chi-
cago Bulls.

Green called his jour-
ney to the big show almost
surreal. “I just tried to be
the best player I could be.
Everybody’s journey is dif-
ferent, and 1 appreciate
mine,” he said.

During his time at
Radford, Green guided
the Highlanders to back-
to-back postseason berths
and 22-win seasons and
ended his college career
averaging 14.4 points and
eight rebounds per game.

In 2019, Green became
the first player in program
history to sign a contract
with an NBA organization
when he inked a two-year
deal with the Celtics. Dur-
ing the 2020-21 season,
he was traded to the Bulls,
re-signed with them in the
summer of 2021, and has
become a fan favorite in

the Windy City with his

energy, his defense, and his
electrifying slam dunks.

His advice to others
when looking at anything
both on the basketball and
off is simple: “Don’t settle.
If you fail, then at least
you tried.”

So far this season with
the Bulls, Green has ap-
peared in 19 games with
eight starts. He is aver-
aging 5.5 points, 4.2 re-
bounds, and nearly a steal
per game while shooting
51.3% from the field.

His Radford jersey now
hangs from the rafters
at the Dedmon Center
with two previous retir-
ees; guard Doug Day,
Radford’s all-time leading
scorer for men’s basketball
with 2,027 career points,
and Stephanie Howard,
who from 1985-89, set
27 RU school records.
She holds the university’s
all-time scoring record
with 2,146 points along
with the Big South sin-
gle-game scoring record
of 42 points, set against
Charleston Southern in
1987. Howard earned All-

PHOTO BY MARTY GORDON

Former Radford University and current Chicago Bulls bhaskethall player Javonte
Green (center) had his jersey retired Sunday afternoon at halftime of the RU/Eastern
Kentucky ball game. Pictured with Green, from left, are Acting RU President Carolyn
Ringer Lepre and Athletic Director Robert Lineburg.

America honors four con-
secutive seasons and was
the first RU athlete, male
or female, to have her jer-

sey number retired.
During the jersey re-
tirement ceremony, Green

presented RU  Achletic

Director Robert Lineburg
and former RU coach
Mike Jones with framed
Chicago Bulls jerseys.

Daistrict,

region honors for Auburn’s Martin, Millirons

Marty Gordon

NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Just a week after Auburn
won a third straight state vol-
leyball title, the team’s coach,
Sherry Millirons, and junior
leader Allyson Martin  were
honored as the Mt. Empire
District and Region 1C coach
and player of the year.

The school also placed five
players including Martin on
the district’s first-team in an-
nouncements made recently,

which included all five Mont-
gomery County and Radford
schools.

Joining Martin on the first-
team all-MED were Anna
McGuire, Madeline Lavergne,
Avery Zuckerwar, and Stacy
Lewis in the libero spot. Madi-
son Ketterer was named to the
second-team.

Eastern Montgomery placed
four players, Lilly Underwood,
Laken Smith, Morgan Bahn-
ken, and Logan Boone, on
the Pioneer District first team.

Anna Ryan and Abagail Felty
were second-teamers. Skyann
Holloway was named to the
honorable mention squad.

Auburn’s Martin headed up
the Region 1C first-team along
with  McGuire, Lavergne,
Zuckerwar and Lewis.

Eastern Montgomery’s Mor-
gan Bahnken, Boone, Smith
and Underwood were named
to the Region 1C second-team.

Radford High  School’s
Laney Cline was named to the
Three-Rivers first-team while

Hollybrook Cline and Autumn
Howard were second-teamers.
Cline was also named to the
Region 2C first-team.
Christiansburg and Blacks-
burg high schools placed two
players on the All-River Ridge
District first-team. Baylee Rea-
sor of CHS was joined by Rylee
Sloss of BHS. Each school
placed two players on the dis-
trict’s second-team (Addison
Reasor and Braelynn Williams
from Christiansburg, and Ella
Poff and Gabby Brooks from

Blacksburg).

Christiansburg’s  Danielle
Draper was named to the Re-
gion 3D first-team while Bay-
lee Reasor was on the second-
team.

In Region 4D, Blacksburg’s
Rylee Sloss was joined by Gab-
by Brooks and Peyton Seeley
on the first-team. Blacksburg’s
coach, Nicole Taylor, was
named 4D coach of the year.
Blacksburg’s Anna Hanowski
made the Region 4D second-

team.

Blackshurg High outfielder

commits to Goncord

Four Highlanders earn

Big South men’s soccer

Marty Gordon

NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Blacksburg High
School outfielder Bryce
Ferguson has committed
to play baseball ac Con-
cord University.

In an announcement
this weekend, he said he
chose Concord because
the school’s program has
great facilities and is a
short distance from his
hometown.

He anticipates playing
outfield at Concord. This
past spring, Ferguson led
Blacksburg in RBI's and
had a .361 batting aver-

age.

His long-term goal is to
be the fourth player ever
drafted from Concord by
Major League Baseball.

Ferguson’s signing con-
tinues a connection with
as many as six other play-
ers from the New River
Valley at Concord. Chris-
tiansburg grads MJ Hunt-
er and Ty Dunkleman and
former Auburn outfielder
Keith Reed are already on
campus. Christiansburg’s
Dawson Gragg and Nate
Hall also recently commit-
ted to the Athens, W.Va.,
school.

Concord University is

a public university with
a current enrollment of
1,875, is an NCAA Divi-
sion II school in athletics,
and is a member of the
Mountain East Confer-
ence.

This past year, the Con-
cord University baseball
team lost the Mountain
East Conference Cham-
pionship series to West
Virginia State and finished
the season at 18-23.

Ferguson hopes to ma-
jor in something related to
business and sports. His
father, Brian, is the offen-
sive coordinator for the
Concord football team.
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Bryce Ferguson produced a .361 hatting average this past spring for Blackshurg

High School.

conference awards

A league-wide vote by the head
coach of each program in the confer-
ence has tabbed four Radford Uni-
versity Highlanders for all-conference
honors. Joseba Incera and Yoshiya
Okawa were named to the All-Big
South Second Team, Octavio Ocam-
po was an Honorable Mention pick,
and Okawa was honored again for the
All-Freshman team. Dondre’ Robin-
son was also named to the Big South
All-Academic Team.

While the season began with a
battle for the starting goalkeeper posi-
tion, Incera quickly staked his claim
and put together a string of impres-
sive performances. The junior from
Santurtzi, Spain, led the entire nation
with 5.92 saves per game, finishing
the year with 71 total saves across 12
starts. He played every single minute
in those 12 appearances, putting him-
self in the Big South top-10 for goals-
against average, save percentage, and
shutouts.

Okawa burst onto the scene, seem-
ingly out of nowhere. From Tokyo,
Japan, he joined the team a bit late
but immediately contributed with his
long-range strikes. He tallied six goals
and one assist for 13 points across 16
games that included 13 starts. Fifteen

of his 27 shot attempts landed on
frame, giving him a .556 shots-on-
goal percentage.

A veteran leader whom head coach
Chris Barrett and company knew
they could rely on entering the year,
Ocampo was forced to combat inju-
ries all season that limited him to just
seven starts. Nevertheless, the native
of Guadalajara, Mexico, played 518
minutes and scored a pair of goals,
most notably his game-winner against
Concord in the season opener. He has
earned postseason award honors every
year of his collegiate career.

Robinson has now been named to
the conference’s All-Academic team
in back-to-back years. The senior for-
ward has excelled in the classroom,
earning a 3.59 grade point average as
a management major. He also started
10 games on the pitch, scoring two
goals.

The Highlanders’ season came all
the way down to the regular season
finale, which required either a win or
a tie to secure a bid to the Big South
Tournament. A pair of second-half
goals by the Lancers concluded Rad-
ford’s season with a 5-11 overall re-
cord and a 3-5 record in conference
action.
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Gift ideas for sportsmen this year

A personalized maple cutting hoard is a perfect

personalizationmall.com.

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Finding a gift for your favorite
sportsman or sportswoman is not as
hard it seems. Here are some sugges-
tions that should be high on your list
with most of the gifts being found
online.

e Jertky of the Month Club.
Buy the gift of beef jerky at www.
craftjerkyco.com for as little as $18.

* Bacon of the month club. What's
better than the Jerky of the Month
Club? How about the Bacon of the
Month Club? Check out www.zing-
ermans.com. They will ship to the
lucky recipient each month, just in
time for weekend frying.

* A personalized BBQ cutting
board.  www.personalizationmall.
com has a great idea with a cutting
board that can say almost anything
you would like the gift receiver to
remember. This unique gift can be
found for as little as $45.

* Mt. Glo Tent Light. llluminate
your tent or campsite using patent-
pending mnGLO® Tent Light Tech-
nology. $14.98 to $29.95. Find this
gift at www.bigagnes.com.

* Flashlight gloves. Fingerless
LED flashlight gloves. These are
hands-free flashlights that are great
for fishing, repairs, camping, and/or
hiking. $14.99 on Amazon.

* Tickets to a Roanoke hockey
game. The Roanoke Rail Yard Daw-
gs are a professional ice hockey team
and members of the Southern Pro-
fessional Hockey League. The Rail
Yard Dawgs play their home games
at Berglund Center. For more infor-
mation, go to www.railyarddawgs.
com

* The Motor Mile driving experi-

Tied up Bow Ties store.

ence in Radford. Drive the racecar
by yourself, no instructor riding
shotgun. All of your laps are hot laps
and passing is allowed. The Rusty
Wallace Racing Experience is the
largest racing school in the country.
Prices range from: Taste of Speed (5
Laps) $81; Qualifier (10 Laps) $150;
Shootout (15 Laps) $180; Start Your
Engines (20 Laps) $210; Green Flag
(30 Laps) $300; Checkered Flag (40
Laps) $390; and Race Day (50 Laps)
$480. The driver can choose to have
an instructor in the car, too.

e Sportsman Park Print. As little
as $19.95 on Etsy.com.

¢ Basketball bow tie. What is bet-
ter than a special sportsman bow tie
for men or women just under $12 at
the Tied up Bow Ties store.

e Sportsman team cup. TMW-
CustomCreations offers specialized
cups for several types of sports and
activities for as little as $20.

e Personalized bobblehead. Have
you ever wondered what you or your
favorite sports fan would look like
with his or her own bobblehead?
Pricing makes this an interesting
choice from $59 to $79 at hibobble-
heads.com

* Kobe Bryant abstract painting.
The late Laker great remains a favor-
ite for many fans. MagicArt21 has
a way to remember him with a $39
painting featuring Kobe quotes.

* Everything man buckets. Some-
times, it’s simply hard to buy a gift
for that special someone. Everything
man buckets are designed to make
the hobbies he or she already enjoys
even more enjoyable. Everything is
ready to be put to use, including the
bucket. All items come assembled in
the gift bucket, wrapped, with a bow
(made of super useful rope), and

topped with a ready-to-use ratchet
strap. $45-$69 means plenty to play
with for the outdoors person. This
can be found at www.everything-
man.com.

* Sportsman thermometer. This
might not give you the right temper-
ature outside, but it will provide a
laugh to start the adventure. Bougie-
Betties has this unusual gift for $10.

* Basketball court wall hanging.
For $90, Cool Corks.com has a per-
sonalized, full-color, cork bulletin
board with artwork or photo images
printed right onto the cork.

* Sports Number Necklace. For
$22.99, Moonlight Collections has
custom-number necklaces for your
favorite little or big athlete.

e Hunting images on wood.
HintsLaserEngraving has the per-
fect way to take your hunting photo
and place it on wood. Make lasting
memories for $44.99.

* Custom football player carica-
ture. Sfenkscaricature will take your
sports photo and turn it into a mem-
orable caricature for as little as $20.

* Fisherman Christmas stocking.
MarfysCrazyCreations can send you
an outdoor person’s dream: a special
Christmas sock this year for as little
as $20.

* Personalized hatchet. Throwing-
ax attractions are popping up ev-
erywhere including the New River
Valley, and what could be better
but to give the gift of a personalized
ax? LaserMetalDesign will put the
hatchet-thrower’s name on his per-
sonal hatchet for $22.99.

* Gun cylinder car coasters.
SweetTDesignsTx  has something
everyone needs to fit into the drink
holders of their favorite pickup or
car for as little as $10.

This sportsman thermometer from BougieBetties for
gift for your favorite person this Christmas from Everyone needs the gift of a sports how tie from the $10 won’t give you the correct temperature outside,
but it will provide a few laughs on a trip.

A Kobe Bryant abstract painting of quotes from the
longtime Laker makes a great gift this year from

Magicart21.

Hokies turn out for Thankful Three-Miler

As part of this season
of giving, 158 Hokies
participated in the second
annual Thankful Three-
Miler on Nov. 14 on the
Buford Meredith Cross
Country Course on the
Virginia Tech campus..

Sponsored by Virginia
Tech’s Department  of
Recreational Sports, the
run/walk is a new tradi-
tion that blends physical
exercise, the expression of
gratitude, and Ut Prosim
(That I May Serve).

“Watching  students,
staff, community mem-
bers, and even a few dogs
come together in per-
son for movement and
reflection, that made
me grateful,” said Kelly
McPherson, the event co-
ordinator for Rec Sports.
“Also, being witness to
people completing their
first-ever running event

and finding success. That
makes me smile.”

As part of the event,
Rec Sports partnered with
VT Engage to collect
nonperishable food items
for The Market, a resource
designed to provide food
assistance to students who
have a hard time obtain-
ing regular, healthy meals.
More than 2,000 items
were collected and deliv-
ered in truckloads to the
Market, an increase from
the 300 items donated in
last year’s inaugural event.

“The Thankful Three
Miler was a great event
because it gave me some-
thing to look forward to
during a stressful time of
the year,” said participant
and Student Affairs em-
ployee Mary Desmond.
“It allowed me to focus
on my well-being, giving
me an excellent opportu-

nity to get in tune with
my body and to enjoy
the beautiful Blacksburg
weather while being sup-
ported by my loved ones.”

In the events second
iteration, many elements
felt back to “normal”
compared to the inaugu-
ral run, which required
many COVID-19 miti-
gation strategies such as
staggered start times and
a registration cap.

“It felt amazing to run
with people again,” said
Desmond. “I had really
missed that sense of be-
longing that you get when
you run in a common
route with others; it’s like
a lictle pilgrimage.”

To enhance the feelings
of gratitude, motivational
signs were placed along
the route along with vol-
unteers who cheered for
participants along  the

PHOTO COURTESY OF VT

The Thankful Three-Miler on Nov. 14 drew 158 members of the Virginia Tech
community to run or walk on the Buford Meredith Cross Country Course on the
university’s Blackshurg campus.

way.

“I am always grate-
ful for the generosity of
Coach Dave Cianelli for
allowing us to use the
cross-country course for
this event,” said McPher-
son. “It is a gorgeous ven-
ue that not a lot of people
have been to, and it is a
beautiful place for both

movement and  grate-

ful reflection. Also, the
Corps of Cadets shows
up in great numbers to
volunteer on the course.
The Thankful Three-Mil-
er couldn’t be successful
without their humble
dedication to serve.”

--Will Trent,
Virginia Tech
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DOUBLING
IN SIZE!

THINGS WE KNOW YOU’LL LOVE!

350 New Games
Expanded High-Limit Area
280-Spot Parking Garage
Live Entertainment

WE ARE STILL OPEN
AND PAYING JACKPOTS.

WINNING IS IN HIGH DEMAND AND WE
ARE EXCITED TO ANNOUNCE THAT
OUR VINTON LOCATION IS...
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1135 VINYARD ROAD | VINTON, VA 24179 | ROSIESGAMING.COM [i¥ ©®

Must be 18 or older. Problem Gaming? Call the Virginia Help Line at 1-888-532-3500.
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