
Saturday, March 5, 2022        www.ourvalley.org        USPS 016-490        $1.00

News Messenger
Blacksburg Christiansburg

Serving Montgomery County Since 1869

V E S T E D 
P A R T N E R S 
A  M U L T I - F A M I L Y  O F F I C E
P A R
A M U L T

www.vestedmfo.com 
540.389.6060

mmmm

LEGAL

FINANCIAL

FIDUCIARY

INSURANCE

On March 20, at 3:30 p.m., on the town square in front of the downtown post office, Christiansburg Institute and the Montgomery Museum of Art & History will unveil 
three African American storyboards as the concluding highlight of a project that began in 2018. The unveiling will be preceded by a brief program at 3:00. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO
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Montgomery County African American storyboards 
to be unveiled in downtown Christiansburg

On March 20, 2022, Christiansburg Institute and 
the Montgomery Museum of Art & History will un-
veil three history and educational wayside signs for the 
‘Truth & Reconciliation Coalition: African American 
Memory & Storyboard Project’ on the town square 
quadrant in front of the post offi  ce at 2 E. Main St. in 
downtown Christiansburg.

Th e event will be from 3:00  p.m. to 4:00 p.m. with 
the unveiling at 3:30 p.m. to be preceded by a brief pro-
gram.

A formal orientation with introductions from event 
hosts will begin the ceremony, followed by a citizen’s ad-
dress from Dr. N.L. Bishop at 3:35 p.m. Jordin Harris, a 

senior at Christiansburg High School and a student in-
tern at Christiansburg Institute, will speak at 3:15 p.m.

During introductions, Christiansburg Mayor Mike Bar-
ber will address the public and share a few words about this 
historic milestone achievement for all of the Montgomery 
County community.

Beginning in 2018, Christiansburg Institute and the 
Montgomery Museum of Art & History staff , board mem-
bers, and local community members began to organize and 
take action to preserve and increase awareness about the 
county’s deeply rich African American history and culture.

Th e group set out to do this work by determining a set 
of shared values that would guide the project: truth-telling, 

honesty, and reconciliation, specifi cally around challenging 
and contested histories where generational harm and ra-
cial trauma are ongoing and narratives are competing. Th e 
outcome of this work was the construction and erection of 
three new history and educational storyboards in down-
town Christiansburg in the town-owned quadrant in front 
of the post offi  ce.

Th e Town of Christiansburg granted approval for 
the project in July 2021 to cultivate this public space 
with the addition of the storyboards to illustrate African 
American history in Montgomery County. Th e signs are 
themed “Community Life,” “Education,” and “Slavery 
in Montgomery County.”

Chief Wilson to retire

Blacksburg Police Chief Anthony Wilson will retire this 
summer after 25 years with the department.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Blacksburg – After 25 
years with the Blacksburg 
Police Department, Chief 
Anthony Wilson will retire 
this summer.  A Blacks-
burg native, a former ma-
rine, and a Virginia Tech 
graduate, Wilson began 
his career as a Blacksburg 
Police Offi  cer in 1997. 
He advanced through the 
ranks of the department 
until becoming Chief of 
Police in 2014.

Th roughout his ten-
ure with the department 
he served as a patrol fi eld 
training offi  cer, a crimi-
nal investigator, an inves-
tigative unit supervisor, 
a tactical team operator/
commander, a patrol unit 
commander, and a division 
commander. Th ese assign-
ments were during some 
of the town’s most diffi  cult 
situations and provided a 
resume fi lled with com-
mand opportunities.

As a new chief, Wilson 
inherited a well-construct-
ed operation from his 
predecessors Chief Kim 
Crannis and Chief Bill 
Brown. With an emphasis 
on community engage-
ment and interaction, the 
department launched the 
safety programs No Hok-
ie Left Behind, Be Safe 
Blacksburg, and Adopt a 
Cop. Each program intro-
duced offi  cers to their con-
stituents and allowed them 
to work collaboratively to 
solve identifi ed safety is-

sues.
Highlights of those pro-

grams were the implemen-
tation of cell phone charg-
ing stations in downtown 
bars and restaurants, Free 
Ride Fridays giving free 
transport from downtown 
to anywhere in town, Fifth 
Grade Field Day introduc-
ing all fi fth-grade classes to 
one another as they read-
ied for middle school tran-
sition, Adopt-a-Cop Acad-
emy pairing Virginia Tech 
fraternities with offi  cers as 
mentors, and presenting a 
week-long class with Vir-
ginia Tech Student Aff airs 
on maintaining safe social 

environments.
Chief Wilson placed 

great priority on relation-
ships with the Virginia 
Tech administration, ath-
letics, and student body. 
Student Aff airs initiatives 
grew into daily interactions 
with the Dean of Students, 
Student Conduct, and 
Fraternity/Sorority Life. 
One of the most critical 
alliances was formed with 
University Relations, coor-
dinating crisis messaging 
that became critical during 
serious events.

Th e chief was also heav-

See Wilson, page 4

NRV train station’s location 
narrowed to two sites

Representatives from the Virginia 
Passenger Rail Authority (VPRA) told 
New River Valley residents and business 
leaders Monday night that a future sta-
tion would be located at one of two sites 
behind Uptown Mall, formerly known 
as NRV Mall.

Th e sites were chosen from fi ve fi nal-
ists because of the “easy lay of the land” 
and their proximity to the current Vir-
ginia rail line.

During a virtual meeting, VPRA rep-
resentatives said the process has been a 

long one and will continue to be as the 
earliest a station could open is the fall of 
2026. Each of the fi nal two sites would 
require a realignment of the Huckleber-
ry Trail to allow tracks to be expanded.. 

In 2019, the state of Virginia signed 
a rail initiative with CSX, Amtrak, and 
CRE railroads to separate freight and 
passenger service. Th is past year, the 
state purchased 28 miles of the Salem to 
Christiansburg Virginia Line from Nor-

See Train station, page 4

Dane Sheely named Virginia Tech 
Police 2021 Offi  cer of the Year

By Grace Hobson

Cpl. Dane Sheely was 
recognized as the 2021 
Virginia Tech Police De-
partment Offi  cer of the 
Year during a January 
ceremony.

“[Sheely’s] an incred-
ibly positive individual; 
he’s got an infectious 
smile, and he really em-
bodies what we try to 

encourage our offi  cers to 
be with respect to mak-
ing connections with the 
community,” said Vir-
ginia Tech Police Chief 
Mac Babb.

Sheely has worked for 
the Virginia Tech Police 
Department for more 
than four years. He is a 
member of the patrol 
division, serves as a fi eld 
training offi  cer, and has 

peripheral responsibili-
ties on the emergency 
response team.

“He is very much into 
talking with people about 
what interests them, and 
I think that helps him go 
a long way as far as mak-
ing deeper connections 
with people, and people 
really respond to his pos-

See Sheely, page 4

NRV Mall now offi  cially Uptown Christiansburg Mall
RockStep Capital bought the former 

New River Mall in 2019 for $21.6 mil-
lion and has similar mega-holdings of 
shopping areas around the country.

Last year, RockStep announced all of 
its properties would be known as “Up-
town” with the location as part of the 

name. Th e COVID situation kept the 
company from having any formal rec-
ognition of the change, however, so they 
waited, and on Wednesday, local leaders 
joined RockStep in the middle of the re-

See Uptown Mall, page 4
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Now through April 30:
Free prom dresses 
By appointment only, at the Meadowbrook Public Library. Th e library has prom 

dresses of all sizes available for free to anyone in Montgomery County, Floyd County, 
and throughout the New River Valley. Call (540) 268-1964 to make an appointment 
to try on and choose a free prom dress. 

Saturday March 5:
Creative writing group                                                                                                                             , 

Meadowbrook Public Library, 10:30 a.m. In person or on Go-To-Meeting for sup-
port, feedback, and writing tips. Email cminnick@mfrl.org or call 540-268-1964 for 
more information. A Go-To-Meeting account is not needed to join.

Caturday
Meadowbrook Public Library; noon to 1 p.m. Sign up at the library for a 15-min-

ute slot to read to a cat from the Montgomery County Animal Care and Adoption 
Center to practice reading and to socialize shelter cats. For  all ages. Due to limited 
availability of guest cat(s), call the library at (540) 268-1964 before coming to verify 
that Caturday has not been canceled.

Teen DND
Blacksburg Library, 2 p.m. DND for Teens.

Monday, March 7:
Blacksburg Aquatic Center reopening
The Blacksburg Aquatic Center will reopen at 5:30 a.m. The center operat-

ing hours will be 5:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to noon 
on Saturdays, and 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. on Sundays. The pool will close 15 minutes 
before the building does.

Crafternoon Delight for adults only
Learn how to knit or crochet with library staff at the Radford Public Library 

from 1 to 2 p.m. Needles, crochet hooks and yarn will be available for tutorials 
and practice during this session of Crafternoon Delight. This group knits, cro-
chets, embroiders, felts, and paints. Knowledgeable staff can help participants 
with their needlework craft. Projects will be available to learn how to put a 
blanket together for Project Linus with supplies provided.

Tuesday, March 8:
Domino’s Pizza International Women’s Day celebration
Domino’s Pizza in Christiansburg, located at 1655 Roanoke St., will celebrate In-

ternational Women’s Day by donating 100% of its sales for the day to two local non-
profi ts: the Women’s Resource Center of the New River Valley and Lishy’s Gift in 
Roanoke. In honor of Women’s Day, the store will also be 100% staff ed by female 
team members.

Sons of Confederate Veterans meeting
Sons of Confederate Veterans, Stuart Horse Artillery Camp 1784, will meet at 7 

p.m. at Aly’s Family Italian Restaurant, 3204 Riner Road. Members of the United 
Daughters of the Confederacy (UDC) are invited to attend. Will Reed will continue 
with Part Th ree of his series on “Confederate Small Arms.” If Montgomery County 
Public Schools are closed on Tuesday or Wednesday of this week due to weather, the 
meeting is canceled. For further information, call 540-320-4315 or 540-239-9864.

Radford City School Board meeting
Th e Radford City School Board will hold a regular meeting at 6 p.m. at the School 

Administration Building. 1612 Wadsworth St. Th e meeting agenda is available at 
www.rcps.org.

Talking About Books: “Th ree Year Swim Club”
Blacksburg Library; 11 a.m. To be discussed is  “Th e Th ree Year Swim Club” by 

Julie Checkoway. Call (540) 552-8246 to reserve a copy.

Mini-canvas art

Blacksburg Library; 4:30 p.m. Practice painting skills on a mini canvas. Email 
mroach@mfrl.org with any questions. Registration is required. Open to all ages.

 
Brown Bag Book Club
Radford Public Library; noon to 1 p.m. To be discussed is the Printz-Award-win-

ning book “Everything Sad Is Untrue (a true story).” Participants can join in person or 
access the group remotely via Zoom.

Wednesday, March 9:
Ortho Virginia presents “Living with Arthritis: Non-Operative Solutions”
Blacksburg Library; noon. Dr. Stephen Brett Whitfi eld, MD from Ortho Virginia 

will present ”Living with Arthritis: Non-Operative Solutions.” Topics will cover basic 
information about arthritis and pain management. Th e workshop will be off ered in-
person and virtually. Call the library at 540-552-8246 for the workshop link.

Evening Book Talk: “Th e Book of Lost Names”
Christiansburg Library; 6:30 p.m. Th is month “Th e Book of Lost Names” by Kris-

tin Harmel will be discussed, in-person and virtually.

Thursday, March 10:
River City Quilt Guild
The River City Quilt Guild meets the second Thursday of each month at 9:30 

a.m. at Grove United Methodist Church, 1020 Tyler Avenue, Radford. All skill 
levels of quilters are welcome. For more information call Anna Handy, 540 320 
7791.  

Talking about Books: “The Cadaver King and the Country Dentist”
Meadowbrook Public Library; 11 a.m. To be discussed is “The Cadaver King 

and the Country Dentist” by Radley Balko. Call (540) 268-1964 for more infor-
mation or to reserve a copy.

Adulting 101: “Cooking for yourself without starting a kitchen fire”
Blacksburg Library; 6:30 p.m. For those who are about to leave home or live 

on their own for the first time, cooking can be intimidating. Come learn the 
basics of what is needed in a kitchen and how to make simple, nutritional meals 
without burning the place to the ground. Come for the free food and go home 
with resources and recipes to start cooking adventures. Best for ages 16 and 
older. Registration is recommended. This program will be offered in person and 
online. Call the library at 540-552-8246 for the link to participate.

Friday, March 11:
AARP Tax-Aide assistance
Meadowbrook Public Library; 11 a.m. AARP Tax-Aide is the nation’s largest free 

volunteer-run tax counseling and preparation service, preparing tax returns and an-
swering tax questions free of charge. Membership in AARP and status as a senior 
citizen are not required to use this service. AARP Tax-Aide off ers free electronic fi ling 
using IRS-provided tax preparation software. No business or farm returns will be done. 
Registration is required. Call the library for more information (540) 268-1964.

 
All ages storytime - now online
Virtual/Online; 11 a.m. Share stories, rhymes, music and movement, and a craft as 

a family. Develop early literacy skills and encourage a love of reading. Contact spahl@
mfrl.org for the link.

 
Teen Game Day
Blacksburg Library; 1 p.m. Spend the afternoon playing games like Among Us and 

Jackbox in person with other teens. Library staff  highly recommend bringing a device 
and downloading Among Us prior to the program. Pizza and beverages will be pro-
vided.  Registration is required. 

Sunday, March 13:
Chess Club
Blacksburg Library; 3 p.m. Ages 8 and up are welcome to sharpen their chess skills. 

Supplies will be provided. All skill levels are welcome.

www.montcova.com

Virginia Tech celebrates 100 years of women 
with a month of programming in March

By Melody Warnick

Th e month of March brings two rea-
sons to celebrate women: International 
Women’s Month and the anniversary of 
100 years of women at Virginia Tech.

In 1921, the fi rst small group of white 
women was admitted as full-time students 
to Virginia Agricultural and Mechanical 
College and Polytechnic Institute (VPI), 
completing its fi rst year on campus the 
following spring. Mary Ella Carr Brum-
fi eld, Ruth Terrett, Lucy Lee Lancaster, 
Louise Jacobs, and Carrie Taylor Sibold 
graduated in 1925.

Not until 1958 would enrollment of 
women at VPI  reach 200 (4.1 percent of 
the student body), and not until 1966 did 
the fi rst Black women students join the 
student population.

In honor of Women’s Month and to 
commemorate Virginia Tech’s historic 
milestone for women, the university will 
hold a series of events throughout March, 
including exhibits, panel discussions, 
luncheons, tours, webinars, networking 
events, and a fi lm screening. A highlight 
will be a conversation with 94-year-old 
Opal Lee, a 2022 Nobel Peace Prize nom-
inee for her work to make Juneteenth a 
national holiday, held on March 27 in 
Burruss Auditorium.

A partial schedule of events is as fol-
lows:

MARCH 8
Th e Twenties: Virginia Women after 

the Great War (Exhibition)
10 a.m.to 4 p.m. Tuesdays through 

Saturdays, Alexander Black House and 
Cultural Center Gallery. Th is exhibi-
tion of historic fashion will be on display 
through April 23 for visitors to enjoy. It is 
sponsored by the Department of Apparel, 
Housing, and Resource Management.

Hokies for Good: Modernizing Miss 
America

11 a.m., via Zoom
In honor of International Women’s 

Day, Miss America 1979 Kylene Barker 
McNeill and Miss America 2020 Camille 
Schrier will take part in a virtual conver-
sation. Th e talk will focus on their impact 

on modernizing the Miss America pag-
eant. Hokies for Good is a series celebrat-
ing the exceptional members of the Hokie 
Nation who have dedicated their careers 
to humanity’s most pressing issues. Co-
sponsored by Virginia Tech Advance-
ment/Chapter Programs.

International Women’s Day at the Y
5 p.m., Th e YMCA at Virginia Tech, 

Lancaster House, 403 Washington St.
As the world celebrates International 

Women’s Day on March 8 to acknowl-
edge women’s achievements, raise aware-
ness against bias, and take action toward 
equity, the YMCA at Virginia Tech will 
participate in the global event for a sec-
ond year. Th e celebration will take place 
on March 8 starting with a visit at 5 p.m. 
to the residence of the late Lucy Lee Lan-
caster, one of the fi rst fi ve women gradu-
ates of Virginia Tech — then Virginia 
Agricultural College and Polytechnic In-
stitute — in 1925.

During the visit participants will learn 
about how Lucy Lee befriended the Y and 
became a steadfast supporter of its eff orts 
to develop cause-driven college students 
who were positioned to create positive 
change in the world. To help ensure the 
Y’s ability to continue this impact, Lucy 
Lee bequeathed her residence, the Lan-
caster House, to the organization.

After the short presentation, a cer-
emony at 6 p.m. at the YMCA at Virginia 
Tech will present a special recognition of 
international women and will acknowl-
edge women members of the community 
who come from diff erent parts of the 
world and take an active part locally to 
make this area better for everyone.

MARCH 9
Virginia Tech Softball International 

Women’s Day Game
4 p.m., VT Softball Park
Th e VT softball team will take on Nor-

folk State in a doubleheader at 4 and 6 pm 
to recognize International Women’s Day 
and celebrate the 2022 Women’s Month 
theme of 100 Years of Women at Virginia 
Tech. Th e day will feature a Pink Shaker 

See Women’s month, page 8



News Messenger • Saturday, March 5, 2022 • Page 3www.ourvalley.org

You have the opportunity to purchase this great property for sale in Blacksburg 
VA. The property features 26.9 acres of prime land for sale by the Blacksburg 
Country Club. North Fork Roanoke River runs through the middle of the 
property, making a very serene & peaceful setting. Old farmhouse on the 
property which could be fi xed up or removed. Would be a wonderful 
development property; it is in a prime location next to the golf course and 
a short drive from the town of Blacksburg, Christiansburg & Virginia Tech! 
Currently zoned A-1 agricultural but has the potential to be rezoned for 
development. See bidder pack for details. The property is accessible on Lusters 
Gate Rd and Arrington Rd. The surrounding neighborhood is quiet and 
peaceful, making this an ideal location for farming, building your dream home, 
subdividing or building multifamily residences. Survey in progress, acreage 
may change.

Directions – From Christiansburg - Head northeast on W Main St toward 
S. Franklin St - Take Ellett Rd NE approximately 6 miles - Left onto Lusters 
Gate - Property on right, before clubhouse drive.
 
Terms:  10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to fi nal high bid to arrive at contract 
price. $20,000 Earnest Money Deposit required day of sale. Close in 45 days. 
Subject to seller confi rmation.  Property sold as is, where is with any and all 
faults. Buyer is expected to complete their own due diligence. Download 
Bidder Information Pack for complete terms and conditions, purchase con-
tract and maps at VaAuctionPro.com

ONLINE AUCTION
Ends Thursday March 17th @ 4 PM

Potential Investment Property for Sale in Blacksburg VA
1524 Lusters Gate Rd, Blacksburg VA 24060

Bid Now at VaAuctionPro.com

102 S. Locust Street, 
Floyd, VA  24091
(540) 745-2005

VaAuctionPro.com
Lic# 2907004059

Contact Matt Gallimore, Broker/Auctioneer 
at 540-239-2585 or email Gallimore.matt@gmail.com ; 

Levi Cox Realtor at 540-230-7162 
or email LeviCox87@gmail.com

 

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC OF A PROPOSED AMENDMENT
TO THE STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION’S 

REGULATIONS GOVERNING NET ENERGY METERING
Case No. PUR-2021-00251

The Regulations Governing Net Energy Metering, 20 VAC 5-315-10 et seq. (“Net Energy Metering Rules”), 
adopted by the State Corporation Commission (“Commission”) pursuant to § 56-594 of the Code of Virginia 
(“Code”), establish the requirements for participation by an eligible customer-generator in net energy metering in 
the Commonwealth. The Net Energy Metering Rules include conditions for interconnection and metering, billing, 
and contract requirements between net metering customers, electric distribution companies, and energy service 
providers.

agricultural generator” in Code§ 56-594.2 as follows (with changes noted in italics):

 “Small agricultural generator” means a customer that:

 2. Operates a small agricultural generating facility as part of (i) an agricultural business or (ii) any 
 business granted a manufacturer license pursuant to subdivisions 1 through 6 of § 4.1-206.1;

The added language generally refers to types of manufacturing licensees issued to businesses by the Virginia 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority pursuant to Code § 4.1-206.1, including distilleries, limited distilleries, 
breweries, limited breweries, wineries, and farm wineries. The current Net Energy Metering Rules must be revised

On November 12, 2021, the Commission docketed Case Number PUR-2021-00251 and issued an Order Estab-

20 VAC 5-315-20 of the Net Energy Metering Rules (“Proposed Amendment”). The Proposed Amendment is 
appended to the Order Nunc Pro Tunc issued in that docket on November 16, 2021. The Commission subsequently
entered an Order Modifying Notice Requirements and Procedural Schedule.

or supplements to, or request a hearing on the Proposed Amendment following the instructions on the Commis-
sion’s website: scc.virginia.gov/casecomments/Submit-Public-Comments. Those unable, as a practical matter, to 

Commission, c/o Document Control Center, P.O. Box 2118, Richmond, Virginia 23218-2118. All such documents 
-

ments to the Proposed Amendment and should address only those issues pertaining to the amendment of Code § 
56-594.2 pursuant to Chapter 266. Issues outside the scope of this amendment will not be considered. Any request 

-

The Commission takes judicial notice of the ongoing public health issues related to the spread of the coronavirus, 
or COVID-19. The Commission has taken certain actions, and may take additional actions going forward, that 
could impact the procedures in this proceeding. In accordance therewith, all comments and other documents and 

Copies and format

be submitted electronically and shall comply with Rule 5 VAC 5-20-170, , of the Rules 

Copies and format, of the Commission’s 
Rules of Practice.

An electronic copy of the Order Establishing Proceeding, Order Nunc Pro Tunc, Order Modifying Notice Require-
ments and Procedural Schedule, and the Proposed Amendment may be obtained by submitting a written request 
to counsel for Appalachian Power Company, Noelle J. Coates, Esquire, Senior Counsel, American Electric Power 
Service Corporation, 3 James Center, 1051 East Cary Street, Suite 1100, Richmond, Virginia 23219, or njcoates@
aep.com.

An electronic copy of the Proposed Amendment itself may be obtained by submitting a request to Michael A. Ci-

scc.virginia.gov. An electronic copy of the Proposed Amendment can be found at the Division of Public Utility 
Regulation’s website: scc.virginia.gov/pages/Rulemaking.

The Commission’s Rules of Practice, the Order Establishing Proceeding, Order Nunc Pro Tunc and Proposed 
Amendment, and the Order Modifying Notice Requirements and Procedural Schedule may be viewed at: scc.
virginia.gov/pages/Case-Information.

APPALACHIAN POWER COMPANY

Dancers perform onstage for “Memphis Jookin’: The Show.” 
PHOTO BY LOUIS “ZIGGY” TUCKER

Lil Buck and crew evoke the 
powerful energy of the streets 
with ‘Memphis Jookin’

On the heels of its re-
cent premiere in Mem-
phis, Tenn., renowned 
dancer Lil Buck brings 
his newest creation to 
the Moss Arts Center 
stage on Th ursday, March 
17, at 7:30 p.m. Buck is 
joined by 11 dancers for 
“Memphis Jookin’: Th e 
Show,” taking the audi-
ence on a journey to the 
fabled city where Mem-
phis Jookin’ was born to 
document how the art 
form emerged from local 
street dance to interna-
tional phenomenon.

Th e performance will 
be held in the center’s 
Anne and Ellen Fife Th e-
atre, located within the 
Street and Davis Perfor-
mance Hall at 190 Alum-
ni Mall.

Charles “Lil Buck” 
Riley is a movement art-
ist known for bringing 
a freestyle-based street 
dance involving intricate 
footwork, called Mem-
phis Jookin’, to main-
stream audiences. Raised 
in Memphis, Buck was 
introduced to the urban 
street dance style around 
the age of 13. He quickly 
made a niche for himself 
by adding his own style 
and imagination to create 
signature moves, which 
include gliding across 
space as if gravity doesn’t 
exist.

“Jookin’ was this dia-
mond in the rough. It was 
raw, real, and gangster,” 
Buck says. “I’d only ever 
seen people like Michael 
Jackson dancing on VHS 
tapes, living a superstar 
life that wasn’t attainable. 
So when I saw Jookin’ be-
ing done in my own back-
yard and being danced by 
people who looked like 
me, that blew my mind. 
I knew immediately: I 

want that so bad.”
Buck catapulted into 

mainstream pop culture 
after director Spike Jonze 
uploaded a video of the 
dancer’s improvisation 
with cellist Yo-Yo Ma as 
he performed Camille 
Saint-Saëns’ “Th e Swan.” 
Th e video quickly went 
viral, getting over 3 mil-
lion views and making 
Buck a YouTube sensa-
tion.

Since then, Buck has 
worked with Cirque du 
Soleil for its production of 
“Michael Jackson: One,” 
New York City Ballet and 
choreographer Benjamin 
Millepied, singer and ac-
tress Janelle Monáe, and 
Madonna for her 2012 
Super Bowl halftime show 
and two world tours.

Buck collaborated with 
dancer Jon Boogz and art-
ist Alexa Meade to create 
“Color of Reality,” a short 
fi lm addressing gun vio-
lence, and starred in the 
nature-inspired short fi lm 
“Honor Th y Mother,” 
which addresses the need 
for humans to take better 
care of our planet. Buck is 
co-founder of Movement 
Art Is (MAI), an organi-
zation focused on using 
movement artistry to in-
spire change in the world.

Members of multiple 
Virginia Tech student 
dance crews will observe a 
private rehearsal of “Mem-
phis Jookin’” and engage 
in a discussion with the 
performers. Area students 
in grades 7-12 will experi-
ence a special school-day 
performance of “Mem-
phis Jookin’: Th e Show,” 
supplemented by a study 
guide with educational in-
formation, guiding ques-
tions, and resources for 
teachers’ instruction.

Tickets for the perfor-

mances are $35 for gen-
eral admission and $10 for 
Virginia Tech students and 
youth 18 and under. Tick-
ets can be purchased on-
line; at the Moss Arts Cen-
ter’s box offi  ce, 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Tuesday through 
Friday, and 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Saturday; or by call-
ing 540-231-5300 during 
box offi  ce hours.

Th e Moss Arts Center 
adheres to the guidelines 
of the Virginia Depart-
ment of Health and Vir-
ginia Tech in its opera-
tions, including protocols 
for face coverings and 
cleaning and sanitation.

Paid parking is avail-
able in the North End 
Parking Garage on Turner 
Street. Virginia Tech fac-
ulty and staff  possess-
ing a valid Virginia Tech 
parking permit can enter 
and exit the garage free 
of charge. Virginia Tech 
has also partnered with 
ParkMobile to provide a 
convenient, contactless 
electronic payment op-
tion for parking, which 
may be used at any park-
ing meter, campus park-
ing space, or lot with 
standard F/S, C/G, or R 
parking.

Inmate awaiting trial out of Montgomery County 
commits suicide

On the afternoon of Feb. 28, 2022, 
inmate Daniel Wayne Snell, a 37-year-
old white male was discovered to be 
unconscious in his cell at the Western 
Virginia Regional Jail.

Snell had been committed to the re-
gional jail on Feb. 9 and was awaiting 
trial out of Montgomery County on a 
statutory burglary charge.

Life-saving measures were initiated 
by security and medical staff , includ-
ing CPR and the use of an Automated 
Electronic Defi brillator (AED). Roa-
noke County Fire-EMS personnel re-
sponded to the jail and continued life-
saving measures while transporting Snell 

See Inmate, page 6

The access specialists and associate director pose 
for a photo outside of the Services for Students with 
Disabilities office in Lavery Hall. Left to right: Varie 
Lynn, Shequetta Gravely, Haylee Simpkins, Matt Shelor, 
Christa Miller, and Donna Glass Smith.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Services for Students with 
Disabilities removes barriers 
within the Virginia Tech community

Th e access specialists team members of Services for 
Students with Disabilities (SSD) ensure that the dis-
ability community at Virginia Tech is provided with the 
necessary accommodations to advance in their academic 
journey. 

“SSD is critical to the success of many students. Th e 
role that we play has a lot to do with fi nding systemic 
barriers that students encounter in the classroom and 
fi nding accommodations that will remove those barriers 
for them, so that the classes remain just as challenging 
and not a challenge that wouldn’t exist if they didn’t have 
a disability,” said Associate Director Christa Miller, who 
joined the SSD team this year.

SSD is vital for students who need classroom and aca-
demic accommodations. As part of Virginia Tech Stu-
dent Aff airs, SSD serves undergraduate and graduate 
students at all Virginia Tech campuses, as well as distance 
and online learners, international students, veterans, and 
students who attend the veterinary medicine and medi-

See Services, page 8
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. 007 Connery
  5. Presides over meetings 
(abbr.)
  9. Trefoil
 10. Father of Paris
 12. Asian nut for chewing
 13. Machine gun from 
the air
 16. The communion table
 17. His razor
 18. Father
 19. Doctor of philosophy
 22. Cologne
 23. Black tropical Am. 
cuckoo
 24. Diversifies
 28. Razor author 14th C
 31. Maple sugar fluid
 32. A corp.’s first stock 
offer to the public
 34. The premier bike race

 42. References
 43. Extremely high 
frequency
 44. Actress Farrow
 46. Not good
 47. State of annoyance
 48. S. China seaport
 51. Bengal quince
 52. Provide the means
 54. A large and imposing 
house
 55. Excessively fat
 57. Spars
 58. Former wives
 59. Repeat
CLUES DOWN
  1. Podetiums
  2. Frankenberg river
  3. Feel ill
  4. 12th state
  5. “Anything Goes” 

author’s initials
  6. Daily time units (abbr.)
  7. Cagiva __: motorcycle
  8. Drug agent (slang)
  9. Study of poetic meter
 11. Ceremonial staffs
 12. Russian pancake 
served with caviar
 14. Supervises flying
 15. Large Australian flight-
less bird
 16. As fast as can be done 
(abbr.)
 19. Before
 20. Hall of Fame (abbr.)
 21. Constitution Hall org.
 24. Atomic #35
 25. Ducktail hairstyle
 26. Independent ruler
 27. Oval water scorpion
 29. Modern London Gallery

 30. On top
 33. Identicalness
 35. 2002 Olympic state
 36. Tease or ridicule
 37. Arrived extinct
 38. Opposite of begin
 39. Ol’ Blue Eye’s initials
 40. South Am. nation
 41. Type of salamander
 42. S. China seaport
 44. Woman (French)
 45. 007’s Flemming
 47. ___ Domingo
 49. A French abbot
 50. Gorse genus
 51. An uproarious party
 53. Point midway between 
E and SE
 54. A waterproof raincoat
 56. Spanish be
 57. Of I

C
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ily involved in the Montgomery County Dialogue on 
Race initiative that created a forum to examine racial 
issues articulated by the African-American community 
and to implement solutions. As a member of the Law 
Enforcement Issue Group, disparity in the numbers of 
local African-American police offi  cers was brought to 
the forefront.

Chief Wilson worked with New River Community 
College to create the Books to Badges program off ering 
two-year scholarships to those interested in law enforce-
ment careers. Th e success of the program grew into the 
much larger ACCE program (Access Community Col-
lege Education), which allowed all students the opportu-
nity to attend community college for two years. He also 
served as the Volunteer Service Coordinator for the pro-
gram from its inception to the present.

Chief Wilson was a huge proponent of offi  cer training 
and created the Training Triangle that became the corner-
stone of department training throughout his tenure. Th e 

triangle included increased training in tactical ability, ad-
vanced communications and de-escalation skills training, 
and the spiritual connection to service and psychological 
wellness.

He was instrumental in creating multiple alliances 
with several agencies and disciplines. Th ose relation-
ships created the basis for the local response to the CO-
VID-19 Pandemic in 2020. It was quickly expanded re-
gionally to include the entire New River Health District.

Th e New River Valley Public Health Task Force be-
came the driving force in the region’s pandemic response 
and provided logistical support for public testing and 
vaccination. Th e task force also dealt with collateral is-
sues involving food instability, increased domestic vio-
lence and sheltering needs, communication isolation, 
and mental health concerns. Chief Wilson co-chaired 
this task force from the beginning and remains in that 
capacity.

“I’ve been absolutely blessed to be surrounded by the 

greatest people on earth here at the Blacksburg Police De-
partment,” the chief said. “Th ey all serve with such in-
credible honor, sacrifi ce, and professionalism. Th ey have 
become my family and together we have weathered some 
of the toughest times imaginable. I truly look forward to 
the future and new endeavors but will always have the 
men and women of the BPD in my heart and mind.”             

“It has been an honor to work alongside Chief Wil-
son,” said Blacksburg Town Manager Marc Verniel. “He 
has been much more than a police chief for Blacksburg. 
He is a true community leader. He has created lasting 
partnerships in the Blacksburg and Virginia Tech com-
munities, built upon the positive culture of the depart-
ment, and been a key leader in the New River Valley. His 
impact will live on well beyond his tenure as chief. I will 
personally miss working with him on a daily basis and 
wish him the best in his future adventures.”   

A recruitment process for the next chief of police po-
sition is underway.

Wilson from page 1

folk Southern to expand 
passenger service to the 
New River Valley.

Rail offi  cials say an es-
timated 80,000 new riders 
per year would be able to 
use the service once it was 
expanded from the New 
River Valley to Northern 
Virginia.

Initially, the Virginia 
Passenger Rail Authority 
examined fi ve sites: in El-
lett, Merrimac, near the 
Christiansburg Aquatic 
Center, and the fi nal two 
at Uptown Mall. 

Certain parameters of 
need were used to elimi-
nate all but the mall sites. 

Location one is closer 
to the shopping mall near 
the current Regal Th eater 

building and includes a 
pedestrian bridge that 
would allow people to 
move freely from both 
sides of the tracks.

Site #2 is closer to the 
Corning Plant, and access 
to the station would be via 
an expanded New River 
Road, south near a strip 
mall. It also would include 
a pedestrian bridge and 
would require the adjust-
ment to the Huckleberry 
Trail. A new connector 
track would be added 
to join the Blacksburg 
Branch of the rail line, 
which would include shar-
ing with Norfolk South-
ern freight traffi  c.

Th e next step for the 
rail authority is to meet 

with aff ected property 
owners and complete a 
secondary study on the 
impact of the station itself 
on the two locations. 

Preliminary estimates 
show track improvements 
and construction of the 
station could tip the $50 
million mark. State money 
has already been set aside 
for the expansion and land 
acquisition. 

Th is past January, Gov-
ernor Ralph Northam 
announced the common-
wealth had fi nalized the 
defi nitive agreement with 
Norfolk Southern Corpo-
ration to expand passen-
ger rail service to the New 
River Valley for the fi rst 
time since 1979.

Th e Western Rail 
Initiative expands pas-
senger rail service to the 
New River Valley and 
complements Governor 
Northam’s historic $3.7 
billion Transforming Rail 
in Virginia program, the 
commonwealth’s road 
map for building a 21st-
century rail network.

“Transforming Rail 
in Virginia is an invest-
ment not only in our rail 
system, but also in the 
residents and businesses 
along the corridor and 
in the New River Valley,” 
said the governor. “To-
gether with our partners at 
Norfolk Southern, we are 
making essential improve-
ments that modernize our 
transportation infrastruc-
ture and connect com-
munities across the com-
monwealth,” the governor 

said. “We look forward to 
continuing this important 
work to help move people 
and goods effi  ciently, re-
duce congestion and pol-
lution, fuel tourism, and 
drive economic growth.”

Th e Western Rail Ini-
tiative will add a second 
state-supported round-
trip train between Roa-
noke and Boston later this 
year, which will be extend-
ed to the New River Valley 
upon completion of a new 
station, track, and signal 
improvements. Th e agree-
ment also allows for a third 
train to operate in the fu-
ture between Roanoke and 
the New River Valley. Th e 
expanded intercity rail ser-
vice, which will create sig-
nifi cant economic benefi ts 
and provide additional 
multimodal options for 
travelers along the Inter-
state 81 and Route 29 cor-
ridor, is expected to add 
approximately 80,000 new 
passengers in the fi rst year 
after service is extended to 
the New River Valley. Fur-
ther, the agreement pre-
serves the existing freight 
rail service provided on 
the lines, helping to move 
the goods and materials 
for the commonwealth’s 
economy.

In an agreement with 
Norfolk Southern, the 
commonwealth is ac-
quiring approximately 
28 miles of the Norfolk 
Southern-owned “V line” 
right-of-way and existing 
tracks from Christians-
burg to the Salem Cross-
overs and a passenger rail 

easement between the 
Salem Crossovers and the 
Amtrak Roanoke station 
platform. Norfolk South-
ern will continue to pro-
vide freight service on the 
line.

In addition, the com-
monwealth will invest in 
infrastructure improve-
ments between Manassas 
and the Roanoke Yard to 
improve the reliability of 
passenger rail service over 
Norfolk Southern Rail-
way-owned right-of-way.

On May 5, 2021, Gov-
ernor Northam announced 
in Christiansburg that the 
commonwealth reached 
an initial agreement with 
Norfolk Southern to ex-
pand passenger rail service 
from Northern Virginia to 
Southwest Virginia.

“Th is agreement with 
the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia is a great example of 
government and business 
partnership,” said James 
A. Squires, Chairman and 
CEO of Norfolk Southern. 
“Together, we have created 
a path forward to increase 
passenger rail service and 
ensure that freight rail cus-
tomers continue to move 
the goods that power our 
economy. Importantly, this 
will yield economic divi-
dends from Northern to 
Southwest Virginia, both 
through the necessary in-
frastructure improvements 
and additional use of the 
rail lines.”

“Th e commonwealth’s 
historic investment in 
this region’s passenger rail 
network is a signifi cant 

milestone in our commit-
ment to elevating the eco-
nomic competitiveness of 
Southwest Virginia,” said 
Virginia Secretary of Trans-
portation Shannon Valen-
tine, who led the legislative 
eff ort to launch the fi rst 
state-supported passenger 
train anchored in Lynch-
burg.

Amtrak regional daily 
service in Southwest Vir-
ginia began in October 
2009 with one round trip 
between Lynchburg and 
Washington, D.C. Dur-
ing the fi rst year of op-
erations, ridership outper-
formed forecasts by more 
than triple. In November 
2017, the commonwealth 
expanded service to Roa-
noke, and, prior to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 
route was one of the most 
profi table intercity passen-
ger rail routes in the coun-
try.

Like the current state-
supported Roanoke train, 
the second train, for which 
service is expected to com-
mence in 2022, will serve 
Alexandria, Burke Centre, 
Manassas, Culpeper, Char-
lottesville, Lynchburg, and 
Roanoke and will  travel 
to and from Washington, 
D.C., and Amtrak’s North-
east Corridor. Finally, the 
agreement acknowledges 
the potential for a future 
station in Bedford.

Th e commonwealth’s 
Transforming Rail in Vir-
ginia initiative is expected 
to grow Virginia’s econo-
my by more than $2 bil-
lion annually. 

Train station from page 1

Sheely from page 1

itivity,” said Babb. “And 
it occurs both on and off  
duty.”

Th e chief went on to 
recount a time that Sheely 
was out celebrating with 
family at a local restau-
rant. Sheely invited a stu-
dent sitting alone to join 
him and his family for 
their gathering that eve-

ning. 
Sheely received a cer-

tifi cate and a spot on a 
commemorative plaque 
for his Virginia Tech Po-
lice Offi  cer of the Year 
recognition.

“Th at’s just the kind of 
person he is — he’s well-
rounded, very confi dent, 
very outgoing, and he 
makes a solid connection 
every day with people in 
our university commu-
nity, and beyond,” said 
Babb.

When asked what his 
favorite part of the job is, 
Sheely took no time to re-
spond.

“Th e people,” he said. 
“I’m a people person, and 
I like to make people smile 
or tell a joke while I’m 
out, especially with rescue 
calls and when people are 
feeling a little under the 
weather. It’s nice to see 
somebody smile.”

Th e process for select-
ing the Offi  cer of the Year 
began with nominations 
in December. Th e writ-
ten nomination asks for 
a detailed description as 
to why whoever is being 
nominated is deserving of 
the award. Th e nomina-
tions are overseen by the 
senior command staff  and 

ultimately put to a vote.
“I work with a phe-

nomenal team, and I 
watch them strive and try 
their best every day, too,” 
Sheely said. “Th is is truly 
the best place I’ve ever 
worked. If there’s any en-
vironment that’s ever tak-
en care of my family and 
me, I’m in it right now. 
I’d recommend this job to 
anybody; it’s very fulfi ll-
ing – with challenges, just 
like everything else. But, 
the good defi nitely out-
weighs the bad.” 

“I could think of every-
body else in the depart-
ment that may deserve 
[the award] more than I 
do,” he said. “Th e people 
I work with are great, and 
I try to inspire people ev-
ery day; if you’re not go-
ing to do your best, you 
shouldn’t do it at all. It 
feels very good to be val-
ued in your place of work, 
and the police depart-
ment here at Tech is prob-
ably the fi rst job when 
I’ve ever felt valued and 
appreciated.”

Cpl. Dane Sheely received recognition from Student 
Affairs for excellence in community engagement in 
2020-21. Pictured with his award in 2021.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

tail mall to cut a ribbon to make it offi  cial. 
All signage has been switched to Uptown.

Th e mall was opened in 1988 but has 
seen many of its anchor stores close. Built 
by Crown American, it once included 
Hess, J.C. Penney, Sears, and Belk. Dur-
ing the late 80s and into the 90s, the Pep-
pers Ferry Road site struggled with empty 
storefronts including the closing of one of 
its anchor stores, Sears.

Pennsylvania Real Estate Investment 
Trust bought the location and expanded 

several parts of the property. A vacant 
movie theater area was turned into a food 
court and a Christiansburg location for 
New River Community College.

More closures followed in 2014, and 
Faralon Capital Management acquired the 
mall. J.C. Penney closed in 2017 but three 
smaller stores –  Homegoods, Planet Fit-
ness, and Kirkland’s – fi lled some of the 
space.

Th e mall’s offi  cial name is now Uptown 
Christiansburg Shopping Center.

Uptown Mall from page 1
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OBITUARIES

ANGLICAN CATHOLIC
St. Peter the Apostle Anglican Church, 230 
W. First St., Christiansburg, VA.  Fr Peter 
Geromel OHI Th.M., Vicar,   Fr. Alex Darby, 
“Associate”, 540-382-0432/540-270-9166. 
Sundays: 8:00 am & 10:00 am Holy Eucharist 
followed by Christian Education and refresh-
ments. Holy Communion most Thursdays at 
12Noon, other Holy Days as announced. Tradi-
tional services use the 1928 Book of Common 
Prayer and 1940 Hymnal. Handicapped acces-
sible. All are welcome. Come worship with us! 
Website: www.stpetersacc.org. Follow us on 
Facebook
St. Philip’s Anglican Church, 306 Progress 
Street, NE, Blacksburg, Virginia 24060, (540) 
552-1771, www.stphilipsblacksburg.org. Rev-
erend Fr. Wade Miller, Priest. Eucharist Sun-
days at 11am and Wednesday’s at 12pm.
St. Thomas Anglican Church - located at 4910 
Hubert Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Li-
turgical Lenten  Services, Sunday at 10:30 am.  
Call (540) 589-1299 or visit www.sttofc.org for 
midweek masses and events. (In Roanoke, go E 
on Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910).

BAPTIST
First Baptist Church on 3rd Ave., 215 Third 
Ave. at the corner with Downey St. We are 
committed to personal spiritual growth and 
to providing leadership in community minis-
try. We celebrate the dignity and worth of all 
persons, created in the image of God. Sunday 
Bible Study Groups - 9:45, Sunday Worship - 
11:00. Website: www.fbcradford.org, 540-639-
4419. Worship is broadcast live on JOY radio, 
93.1 FM and 890 AM.
Trinity Community Church, 1505 N. Franklin 
Street, C’burg. John Altizer, Lead Pastor, Brian 
Cockram, Associate Pastor, 382-8121. Worship 
at 10:45 a.m., Outreach Ministries - 6:00p.m. 
Wednesday, Growth Groups - 5:00p.m. Sun-
day, Youth and Children’s Ministry - 5:00p.m. 
Sunday, www.trinitycburg.org

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Blacksburg Church of Christ, 315 Eakin 
St., 552-1331. Sun. Bible Classes 9:30 a.m., 
Sun. Worship 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m., Wed. Bible 
classes, 7 p.m., Outreach Minister Curt Seright, 
Community Minister Tom Gilliam, Dean 
Meadows, Campus Minister.
Faith Christian Church of Christ, 305 3rd 
Street, Christiansburg, David Rhudy, Minis-
ter, 382-4628, Sunday School 10 am; Worship 
11 am; Evening Worship 6:30 pm; Wednesday 
night Bible Study for Women and Men 6:30 
pm. We welcome you to any and all of our ser-
vices.

CHURCH OF GOD
New Hope Church of God, 1404 Mud Pike 
Rd., C’Burg. Rev. T. Michael Bond, pastor, 
731-3178. Sun. School 10 a.m., Worship 10:50 
a.m., 6 p.m. Thurs., 7:00 p.m.
West Radford Church of God, 1824 West 
Main Street, Radford, VA 24141, Sunday 
School– 10:00A.M. Morning Worship– 
11:00A.M., Children’s Church 11:00A.M. 
Sunday Evening – 6:00P.M., Wednesday Night 
– 7:00P.M., Pastor Danny Newman, Church 
Offi ce – 540-639-6562 or 804- 921-0828.

CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
Christiansburg Church of the Brethren, 310 
South Franklin Street. Pastor: Hal Sonafrank, 
1-336-583-4822. Sunday School 10 a.m.; 
Morning Worship 11 a.m.; Bible Study 10:30 
a.m. Tuesdays. Website: www.christiansburg-
cob.org. A loving family, fueled by the Holy 
Spirit, grounded in God’s Word, and delivering 
Jesus forgiveness and love to all people.  Come 
as you are... you are welcomed!

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, the Path of Spiritual Freedom, 
is located at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke, VA 
24016.  However, due to COVID-19, the Light 
& Sound Services and other ECK programs are 
currently available online through Zoom.  Visit 
www.eck-va.org for program listings, www.

meetup.com/Roanoke-Spiritual-
Experiences-Group, or call 540-
353-5365 and leave a message.  
We will return your call.  Also visit 
www.eckankar.org for more infor-
mation about how the teachings of 
Eckankar lead you to spiritual free-
dom.

EPISCOPAL
Grace Episcopal Church, 210 
4th Street, Radford, 639-3494.  A 
friendly, mission-oriented spiritual 
community sharing the Word of 
God.  ALL ARE WELCOME. In 
person and live-streamed services 
10:30AM Sundays.  Holy Eucha-
rist twice a month.  Morning Prayer 
twice a month. Fellowship and re-
freshments follow services.  Find 
us on Facebook: Grace Episcopal 
Church and www.graceradford.
org.

LUTHERAN
Luther Memorial Lutheran 
Church ELCA, 600 Prices Fork 
Rd, Blacksburg. Weekly Online 
Worship at www.lmlc.org. We are a 
Reconciling in Christ congregation 
that welcomes and affi rms all peo-
ple just as they are. For information 
on Bible studies and Wednesday 
Vespers, email luthermemorial-
blacksburg@gmail.com, or contact 
the church offi ce, (540) 951-1000. 
Rev. Monica Weber, pastor.

MULTI-CULTURAL
NON-DENOMINATIONAL

Christian Growth Center, 1850 

Electic Way, Christiansburg, VA 
24073 (beside Hubbell Lighting). 
Sunday Worship: 9:30am Prayer, 
10:00am Service *Nursery Avail-
able. Lead Pastor: Todd Hallinan. 
Founding Pastor: Rob Sowell. Mis-
sion: Sow, Grow, & Go Sow Faith! 
Grow in Righteousness! Go into all 
the world in the authority of the be-
liever! 540-382-2908.

PENTECOSTAL HOLINESS
Merrimac Pentecostal Holiness 
Church, Rev. Richard Hall (540) 
552-7194. pastorhall29@gmail.
com. Sunday School at 10 a.m. and 
morning worship is 11 a.m. Eve-
ning service at 6 p.m. and Wednes-
day at 7 p.m.
Compassion Church, 1820 Sec-
ond Street, Radford, 639-6287, 
Our music is passionate, our wor-
ship is real, and Pastor Chandler 
Jones brings relevant messages 
for everyone at any place on their 
journey, Sunday Worship Expe-
rience at 9:30 AM & 11:00 AM, 
Wednesday Family Night at 7 PM, 
Children Ministry provided for all 
services. Our vision is to see all 
Saved. Freed. Restored. Fulfi lled. 
Find us on facebook and Insta-
gram
Walton Pentecostal Holiness 
Church, 4003 Morning Glory 
Rd., off Walton Rd. on Rt. 114. 
731-1755. Lee Sarver, pastor. Sun. 
School 9:30 a.m., Worship 10:30 
a.m. & 6: p.m., Wed., 7 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST
Asbury United Methodist 
Church, 500 Stuart Street, Chris-
tiansburg. 540-382-0743. Rev. Dr. 
Patricia Jones. Sunday School, 
9:45 a.m., Sunday Worship, 11:00 
a.m. All are welcome.
Central United Methodist 
Church, 803 Wadsworth Street, 
Radford. 639-3529. 8:30 a.m. 
Sunday Services: 8:30am (inter-
preter provided); 9:45am Sunday 
School (interpreter provided); 
and 11:00a.m. Wednesday Bible 
Study: 6:30p.m. Child care is 
provided. www.centralmethodist-
church.com.
St. Paul United Method-
ist Church, 220 W. Main St., 
C’Burg. Rev. Mike Derfl inger 
(540) 382-2410. Sunday Wor-
ship 10 a.m., Sunday School 9 
a.m. Live streaming Sunday Ser-
vice - www.twitch.tv/stpaulumc
Wesley Memorial United Meth-
odist Church, 350 Stafford Drive, 
Christiansburg, VA 24073, Sunday 
School 10am, Sunday Worship 
Service 11am.

WESLEYAN
Christ Wesleyan Church, 525 
Harkrader Street, Christiansburg.
Public Worship service at 11:00 
AM. Sunday School for adults - 
10:00 AM.  Pastor: Gale Janofski  
574-306-7682. Website: christwes-
leyanchurch.org

Montgomery County
Worship DirectoryWorship Directory

If your church is not listed and if you are interested, 
call Randy Thompson at 540-389-9355
or email at advertise@ourvalley.org

WHAT WE NEED 
Read Judges 17:1 through 21:25

Cities are racked by chaos. Innocents are cruelly victimized. People 
of all stripes—leaders and followers alike—lie and steal, thinking 
nothing of it. Rage, destruction, and brutality are the stuff of daily 
headlines. When did things get so bad?

This world is no stranger to dark times, including the period of 
the Israelite judges. Today’s reading is full of horrifi c violence and 
inhumanity. After the miracles that brought the Israelites into the 
Promised Land, how did everything fall apart? Was it because they 
had no ruler to keep them in line? After all, it was repeatedly em-
phasized that “Israel had no king.” But there’s more to it than that.

In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as he saw fi t (Judges 
21:25).

Our world is what it is because fi t. God’s every action demonstrates 
that He desires peace, compassion, and community—things sorely 
missing from this world. Until we have the mind of Christ, politics 
will never offer hope. Our world doesn’t need a king. It needs God.

Prayer Suggestion: Father, remake my will from the inside out, so 
that I will desire what You desire.

Quicklook: Judges 21:15–25

www.montcova.com

Presley, Rose Mary
Rose Mary Presley, 74, of 

Pearisburg, passed away at Carilion 
New River Valley Medical Center on 
Tuesday, Feb. 22, 2022.

She retired from the 
Virginia Employment 
Commission after 37 
years of service. Rose Mary 
was preceded in death by 
her parents, Claude and 
Bernice Presley; a sister, 
Nancy Presley Watson; 
and a brother, Beverly 
Presley.

Survivors include her 
confidant and life partner, 
Shirley Garretson; her brother and 
sister-in-law, Thomas and Marilyn 
Presley; a nephew and his wife, 

Thomas Presley, Jr., and Tatum; a 
niece, Heather Presley; great-nieces 
Kara, and Emma; feline companion 

Fancy Pants; special 
friend Lovern Law; and 
many other relatives 
and friends.

The family received 
friends from 2 until 
3 p.m. on Friday, 
March 4, 2022, at the 
Mullins Funeral Home 
in Radford. Funeral 
services began at 3 p.m. 
with the Rev. Robin 
Williamson officiating. 

The Presley family is in the care of 
Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory 
in Radford.

Send community 
news and photos to 

communitynews@ourvalley.org

Shelor, Edward Eugene “Dobie” 
Edward Eugene “Dobie” Shelor, 82, 

of Draper, passed away Monday, Feb. 28, 
2022.

He was a member of 
Trinity Baptist Church in 
Pulaski. He retired from 
Volvo Trucks after 23 years of 
service and was a meat cutter 
at Garters Food Center and 
Food Fair.

Dobie loved restoring, 
rebuilding, and then selling 
old cars, and from that love of 
cars, he co-founded the NRV 
Street Rod Association. He 
was a loving family man and 
a friend to everyone he met.

He was preceded in death by his 
parents, Levi and Delsie Shelor; a brother, 
Vernon Shelor; and a sister, Kathleen “Kat” 
Cochran.

Survivors include his wife of 59 years, 
Mary “Pete” Burton Shelor; daughters 
and sons-in-law Gina and Rick Patton, 
and Kelli and Joe Russell; grandchildren 

Kristopher Shelor-Bourne (Jennifer), 
Sara Russell, and Emily Russell; great-
grandchildren Kayla Jones (Robby) and 

Ali Hodge; lifelong friends 
Jack and Mary Ellen Byrd; 
a niece, two nephews, and 
many other relatives and 
friends.

The family will receive 
friends from noon until 
2 p.m. today, Saturday, 
March 5, 2022, at the 
Mullins Funeral Home 
in Radford. Funeral 
services will begin at 
2 p.m. with Johnny 

Howlett officiating. Interment will follow 
in Highland Memory Gardens in Dublin.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests 
that contributions be made to Trinity 
Baptist Church, 4008 Robinson Tract Rd., 
Pulaski, VA 24301.

The Shelor family is in the care of 
Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory in 
Radford. (www.mullinsfuneralhome.com).

See Obituaries, page 6
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You have the opportunity to purchase prime farmland for sale in Floyd 
County VA. There are 2 off erings being sold at online auction. Off ering 1 
consists of +/- 30.5 acres and Off ering 2 consists of +/- 25 acres. See off ering 
descriptions below. For maps and other information, download the bidder 
pack linked below.
 
Off ering 1 – This off ering features +/- 30 acres of great pastureland with in-
credible views of Wills Ridge and Buff alo Mountain. There is a small pond 
on the tract which could be stocked and used for fi shing! Approximately 4 
acres of this off ering is wooded and there are a few old farm buildings. Buy 
this property for farming, hunting, recreational use or for building a country 
home with views!
 
Off ering 2 –  This off ering features +/- 25 acres with a 2 story 3 bedroom, 1 
bath farmhouse. The home is on a well & septic and was built around 1900. 
There is a granary and a few old barns along with a small log cabin with 
rock chimney. The cabin is overlooking a small pond which would be great 
for fi shing if kept stocked. Buy this property and enjoy the views of Buff alo 
Mountain and Wills Ridge. The land is mostly rolling pasture and would be 
great for farming. You could also purchase this property for hunting, recrea-
tional use or as a homestead.

Preview on Saturday March 5th @ 11 AM 
 

Terms:  10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to fi nal high bid to arrive at 
contract price. Earnest Money Deposit of $5,000 per tract required on 
day of sale . Close in 45 days. Subject to seller confi rmation.  Property 
sold as is, where is with any and all faults. Buyer is expected to complete 
their own due diligence. Download Bidder Pack at VaAuctionPro.com

ONLINE AUCTION
Ends Friday March 18th @ 3PM

Farm for Sale in Floyd VA!
432 Bluebird Rd, Floyd VA 24091

Bid Now at VaAuctionPro.com

102 S. Locust Street, 
Floyd, VA  24091
(540) 745-2005

VaAuctionPro.com
Lic# 2907004059

Contact Broker/Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at 540-239-2585 
or email Gallimore.matt@gmail.com ; you can also 

contact Auctioneer/Realtor Terry Thompson at 
540-230-2971 or email thompsonrealestate@swva.net

ADVERTISE!

For Sale - Misc

Help Wanted - 
General

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

btripp@christiansburg.org

ADVERTISE!

to LewisGale Medical Center in Salem. 
Snell was pronounced dead at the Lewis-
Gale Emergency Room at 4:18 P.M.

An investigation by the Roanoke 
County Police Department is under-
way that will include an autopsy by the 

offi  ce of the chief medical examiner in 
Roanoke. At the time of the release of 
information by the Western Virginia 
Regional Jail on Tuesday, March 1, all 
indications were that death was due to 
suicide by hanging.

Inmate from page 3

Duffus, Nancy Ellen
Nancy Ellen Duffus (née Rooney), 76, 

transitioned peacefully on Feb. 26, 2022, 
surrounded by her three children in Radford.

Born in the Bronx, N.Y., 
on Sept. 21, 1945, she was 
preceded in death by her 
parents, Lawrence James 
Rooney and Mary Agnes (née 
Carque’), of West Saugerties, 
New York.

Survivors include her 
children, Colin Duffus 
(Elizabeth) of Port Jervis, 
New York, Katie Newman 
(James) of Radford, and Kara 
Duffus of Los Angeles, Calif.; 
grandchildren Adri, Annabella, Winter, 
and Walker; a sister, Mary Jane Mosier of 
Harrington Park, N.J.; father of her children 
Robert Duffus, Jr., of Palm Coast, Fla.; 
lifelong friends and the tribe at Lindgren 
School in Closter, N.J.; and many other 
relatives and friends. 

Nancy was a graduate of Dumont High 
School. She lived in San Francisco during 
the 60’s with her sister, Jane, and friend 
Diane. She worked at U.S. News and 
World Report in Manhattan during the 

blackout of ‘65. She taught at Lindgren 
School for 40 years and spent many 
years of her youth and her retirement in 

the Catskill Mountains 
of West Saugerties/
Woodstock N.Y.

Nancy was a true 
rolling stone and free 
spirit who spent the last 
years of her life traveling 
from New York, New 
Jersey, Virginia, and 
California to visit her 
children, grandchildren, 
and friends. She lived life 
on her own terms, she 

had no regrets and absolutely loved her life 
with no exceptions. 

A celebration of life will be held at a 
later date at Lindgren School in Closter, 
N.J. Anyone interested in attending can 
email NEDUFFUS@gmail.com. 

In lieu of flowers, purchase a pass to 
a national or state park to use and create 
memories.

The Duffus family is in the care of 
Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory in 
Radford. www.mullinsfuneralhome.com.

Shelton, Janet Altizer 
Janet Altizer Shelton, 87, of 

Hiwassee, passed away Saturday, 
Feb. 26, 2022.

She was a member 
of Snowville Baptist 
Church and retired from 
Atmos Energy.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Shirley and Ocie Altizer; 
her husband, Cecil 
Clinton Shelton; a son, 
Cecil Clinton Shelton, Jr.; 
grandson Justin Smith; 
son-in-law Chipper 
Phillips; and her brother, 
Don Altizer.

Survivors include her daughters, 
Karen Cox and husband Jerry, 
and Patty Phillips and Les Hall; 
grandchildren Kim Cox Griffits 
(Joe), Amy Cox Aust (Bryan), Alan 
Cox, Emily Smith McGrail (Ken 
Richardson), Ashley Phillips Hill 

(Adam) and Holly Smith; nine 
great-grandchildren; one great-great-
grandson; sisters and brothers-in-law 

Sandra White and Bob, 
and Bonnie Lucas and 
David; and many other 
relatives and friends. 

Funeral services 
were held on Thursday, 
March 3, 2022, at 
Snowville Baptist 
Church with Pastor 
Tony Hart and the Rev. 
Neil Wood officiating. 
Graveside services 
were held on Friday, 

March 4, 2022, in Highland Memory 
Gardens in Dublin.

In lieu of flowers, the family 
requested contributions to Snowville 
Baptist Church.

The Shelton family is in the 
care of Mullins Funeral Home & 
Crematory in Radford.

Christiansburg Domino’s to celebrate 
International Women’s Day by 
donating 100% of sales to charities

Domino’s Christiansburg store, located 
at 1655 Roanoke St., will celebrate Interna-
tional Women’s Day on Tuesday, March 8, 
by donating 100% of its sales to two local 
nonprofi ts: the Women’s Resource Center 
of the New River Valley and Lishy’s Gift in 
Roanoke. Th e store will also be 100% staff ed 
by female team members March 8.

“We wanted to do something meaning-
ful in honor of International Women’s Day 
as it’s a day that is very near and dear to our 
hearts,” said Kevin Shaw, franchise owner of 
the local Domino’s store. “We hope that the 
community comes out and supports these 
fantastic charities by ordering Domino’s on 
March 8.”

Women’s Resource Center of the New 
River Valley provides programs and services to 

victims of sexual and domestic violence. Th e 
female-run center has been helping those in 
need since 1977. Lishy’s Gift is also a female-
led nonprofi t that aims to increase the quality 
of life for young adult cancer patients in the 
Roanoke area.

On March 8, Domino’s will also host Ally 
Shaw, co-franchise owner of Domino’s in 
Christiansburg and author of “Chasing Tigers 
in the Dark: Life Lessons of a Fierce Survivor.” 
Ally Shaw’s book is a revealing memoir about 
overcoming cancer, abuse, hardship, and trau-
ma. A portion of the sale of each book will go 
to the two charities, Women’s Resource Cen-
ter of the New River Valley and Lishy’s Gift.

Domino’s will be open from 10 a.m. to 
midnight on March 8. To place an order, vis-
it www.dominos.com or call 540-585-4010.

Ag safety week encourages farmers to prepare, 
prevent and protect

The commonwealth’s farmers are reminded 
to keep safety at the  top of their minds during 
this year’s Agricultural Safety Awareness Program 
Week, March 7-11.

Farming and agriculture jobs remain among 
the most hazardous, and that’s why the Ameri-
can Farm Bureau Federation organizes a week-
long commemoration each year to promote 
safety and health in agricultural and rural com-
munities.

This year’s theme is “Prepare. Prevent. Pro-
tect.” Throughout the week farming organiza-

tions will highlight safety related to livestock, 
finances, disaster preparedness, youth, and 
equipment.

Youth all-terrain and utility task vehicle safety 
also will be addressed during the week. Accord-
ing to the National Children’s Center for Rural 
and Agricultural Health and Safety, more than 
100,000 emergency room visits take place annu-
ally due to ATV- and UTV-related injuries, and 
about 650 people die in ATV and UTV inci-
dents each year. Between 25% and 50% of the 
injuries and fatalities involve children.
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Montgomery Sports
Hokie football assistants 
prepare for new chapter in 
coaching careers

Pierson (PJ) Prioleau has fond memo-
ries of playing at Lane Stadium. Th ose 
memories are what convinced him to 
move his family to nearby Radford and 
set up shop.

“I have always called this home and 
when I left the NFL, Radford felt just 
right.”

A fourth-round selection of the San 
Francisco 49ers in the 1999 NFL Draft, 
the defensive back played in 160 career 
regular season games (50 starts) with 
San Francisco (1999-00), Buff alo (2001-
04), Washington (2005-07), Jacksonville 
(2008), and New Orleans (2009-10), ac-
cumulating 446 total tackles (348 solo), 
one interception, one safety, and four 
fumble recoveries.

He spent three years on the sidelines at 
Radford High School as the oldest son. 
When Justin Fuente took the head coach-
ing job at Virginia Tech, Prioleau was 
happy to take a call that would bring him 
back to his alma mater in 2019 as direc-
tor of player development. When Fuente 
left last December, he wondered if he had 
a job.

Th en new coach Brent Pry took the 
reins and promoted Prioleau to safeties 
coach.

“You could call it a perfect storm for 
me and my family,” Prioleau  said. “Th is 
is home.”

Prioleau was one of several assistant 
coaches who sat down Tuesday night with 
members of the media. He told writers 
that the staff  was jelling in all the right 
ways. While many media members knew 
Prioleau, other coaches had to introduce 
themselves.

“Th ere are a lot of hungry young 
coaches now on this staff ,” Prioleau said.

Th e new faces on the staff  spoke about 
the relationship each had with Pry and 
what brought them to Blacksburg.

A 12-year coaching veteran, Tyler Bow-
en most recently served as the tight ends 

coach for the Jacksonville Jaguars during 
the 2021 season and came to Blacksburg 
to serve as off ensive coordinator.

Bowen previously worked with Pry at 
Penn State, serving as Penn State’s co-
off ensive coordinator/off ensive recruit-
ing coordinator/tight ends coach during 
the 2020 season. He coached tight ends 
and handled the off ensive recruiting co-
ordinator duties for the Nittany Lions in 
2018-19.

Prior to his tenure at Penn State, Bow-
en served as the off ensive line coach at his 
alma mater of Maryland during the 2017 
season. Th e Helena, Ga., native also spent 
two years at Fordham, serving as off ensive 
coordinator/off ensive line coach in 2016 
after joining the Rams as off ensive line 
coach in 2015.

“I am a small-town kid from Georgia 
that grew up farming,” Bowen said. Th us 
he is fi nding his new home to his liking.

Media members were especially inter-
ested in what his Virginia Tech off ense 
will look like.

Bowen joked that he wants to score as 
many points as possible. “You can’t have 
one system to fi t everyone. Instead, you 
have to have one that fi ts the personnel,”  
he said.

Chris Marve comes to Virginia Tech 
after serving as defensive run game coor-
dinator/linebackers coach at Florida State 
for the past two seasons. Marve helped 
the Seminoles make dramatic strides in 
their run defense in 2021. Florida State 
allowed 147.6 rushing yards per game 
game this past season, an improvement of 
51.6 yards per game over 2020.

Marve comes to Blacksburg as Pry’s of-
fensive coordinator.

He admitted to being a “relationship” 
oriented person. “Th at is important to 
me,” Marve told the group.

He began his coaching career at his 
alma mater of Vanderbilt in 2014 as a 
defensive quality control assistant where 
he became familiar with Pry, who was 
also on that staff . He had never been to 
Blacksburg until he stepped off  the plane 

on Day 1.
His past includes time as a middle 

school math teacher and a runner for a 
legal fi rm. Neither career was for him, so 
he returned to the coaching realm.

Quarterback Coach Brad Glenn comes 
to Blacksburg following a three-year run 
as off ensive coordinator/quarterbacks 
coach at Georgia State and has previously 
been a Broyles Award nominee as the top 
assistant coach in the nation.

He owns a reputation for developing 
record-setting passers at virtually every 
stop of his collegiate coaching career, in-
cluding Appalachian State quarterback 
Armanti Edwards, who became the fi rst 
two-time winner of the Walter Payton 
Award, presented annually to the nation’s 
top FCS player.

Glenn also spent seven seasons as the 
associate head coach, off ensive coordina-
tor and quarterbacks coach at Western 
Carolina from 2012-18.

Joe Rudolph spent the past seven sea-
sons serving as associate head coach/run 
game coordinator/off ensive line coach at 
the University of Wisconsin and is con-
sidered a big “get” for Pry and the Hokie 
program. Most media outlets have la-
beled him as the best off ensive line coach 
in the country.

Rudolph said the opportunity to come 
here was just perfect timing and so many 
things lined up really well. 

“I had heard an incredible amount 
about Coach Pry from the recruiting 

process,” Rudolph said. “Recruiting is 
interesting because you build relation-
ships, and it is kind of diff erent because 
in that relationship, someone says ‘Yes, I 
want to be on your team or no, I don’t 
want to be on your team,’ but you learn 
a lot about people during that, including 
other coaches and when families that you 
recruit hold people in very high regard, 
you know they have something special 
about them as people and that’s all I ever 
heard about Coach Pry.” 

Th e change in geography also gave his 
wife and him a chance to get closer to 
family. His wife is originally from West 
Virginia and has family in North Caro-
lina. Joe grew up in Pennsylvania.

He also said his new coaching loca-
tion had to be at a place where there were 
great academics. Th is is important when 
recruiting players, Rudolph said. Having 
a great fan base was another reason that 
brought him here.

“I am really pumped for the challenges 
that lie ahead in getting this thing right 
,and I am really enjoying the guys I am 
getting to do it with,” Rudolph said. “I 
love the staff  that Coach Pry put together. 
I think it speaks to his being a person 
about people because I think the people 
he hired have that same feeling,”

Now the new staff  will try to get ac-
quainted with returning players and what 
they bring to the starting line. Th e fi rst 
game of the 2022 season is Friday, Sept. 2 
against Old Dominion.

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Virginia Tech safeties coach PJ Prioleau and other Hokie assistants met with 
members of the media Tuesday night in the player’s lounge in the Merriman Center.

PHOTO BY MARTY GORDON

Radford’s Shaquan Jules, Jr., named 
to All-Big South Academic Team

Radford University finished in the bottom of 
the Big South men’s basketball standings this year 
and had only one player voted to the all-confer-
ence lists released Wednesday. Shaquan Jules, Jr., 
was selected for the league’s All-Academic team.

Winthrop redshirt-junior forward DJ Burns, 
Jr., and Longwood head coach Griff Aldrich were 
voted the 2021-22 Big South Conference Men’s 
Basketball Player of the Year and Coach of the 
Year, respectively, by the league’s head coaches and 
media panel, the conference office announced 
Tuesday morning.

Th e panel voted High Point guard Zack 
Austin and USC Upstate guard Jordan Gain-
ey Co-Freshman of the Year and UNC Ashe-
ville junior Drew Pember as the league’s De-
fensive Player of the Year. Presbyterian College 
junior forward Owen McCormack was voted 
Scholar-Athlete of the Year by the league’s 
Sports Information Directors.

Burns becomes the sixth diff erent Eagle 
to receive Big South Player of the Year hon-
ors and the fourth in the last six years. Th e 
Rock Hill, S.C., native led Winthrop with 
15.3 points per game and shot a conference-
leading 63.5 percent from the fi eld in 2021-
22. He became just the fi fth Eagle to reach the 
1,000-point plateau before his senior season, 
as he shined in Winthrop’s road win over Pac-
12 opponent Washington with 24 points and 
nine rebounds.

Against conference opponents, Burns averaged 
13.8 points per game and shot 64.1 percent from 
the floor. He received five first-place votes and 318 
total points from the panel, ahead of Asheville’s 
Pember (311 points, seven first-place votes) and 
Longwood’s Justin Hill (297 points, 12 first-place 
votes). 

Aldrich earned his first Coach of the Year hon-
or and became the first Longwood coach to claim 
the yearly award. The Lancers were projected to 
finish second in the Big South’s North Division 
in the annual preseason poll, but Aldrich led the 
team to the division championship and the out-
right Big South regular-season title, the program’s 
first since joining the conference prior to the start 
of the 2012-13 season.

Longwood closed the regular season with a 
15-1 conference mark and put together the pro-
gram’s longest winning streak since 1993-94 with 
11 straight wins from Jan. 5 through Feb. 10. 
Longwood led the conference in scoring offense 
(76.1), scoring margin (+11.0), and rebounding 
(37.3). Aldrich received 23 first-place votes and 75 
total points in the voting, ahead of USC Upstate’s 
Dave Dickerson (three first-place votes, 38 points).

Pember becomes the first Bulldog since the 
2017-18 season to earn Defensive Player of the 
Year honors. The junior from Knoxville closed the 
regular season ranked second in the Big South in 
rebounding with a 6.6 clip and paced the league 
with three blocks per contest. His 84 blocks on 
the season is the most by a Big South player since 
the 2013-14 season and ranks fourth all-time in 
program history. He shined on the defensive glass, 
as he ranked second in the conference with 4.7 de-
fensive boards per game.

In Defensive Player of the Year voting, Pem-
ber received six first-place votes and 33 total 
points, ahead of Winthrop’s Chase Claxton (27 
points, six first-place votes) and Longwood’s De-
Shaun Wade (24 points, three first-place votes). 

Austin (Winston-Salem, N.C.) becomes the 
first Panther to earn Freshman of the Year honors 
since 2012-13 and the third overall. The forward 
ended the regular season ranked seventh in the 
conference in scoring (14.5 points per game) and 
paced the league in rebounds (7.8). Against con-
ference opponents, Austin averaged 15.1 points 
per game and was the only player to average 
more than eight rebounds per contest with an 
8.1 clip. He led all freshmen with seven 20-point 
efforts on the season, headlined by a season-
high 26-point game against UNC Asheville on 
Feb. 5. Austin claimed a Big South-record eight 
Freshman of the Week honors this season. 

Gainey (Tucson, Ariz.) became the first Spar-
tan to earn the Freshman of the Year award. 
Against Big South opponents, the guard tied 
for seventh in scoring at 16.3 points per game 
and was the only player to shoot over 50 percent 
from 3-point range at 54.1 percent. The seven-
time Freshman of the Week honoree also ranked 
sixth in field-goal percentage (49.4 percent) 
and eighth in free-throw percentage (81.2). He 
closed the regular season with 21 double-figure 
scoring games and scored 15 or more in 14 of his 
16 conference games. 

Austin and Gainey received 104 points each 
while Austin received 13 first-place votes and 
Gainey collected seven. It marks the first time 
since the 1992-93 season the Freshman/Rookie 
of the Year award has been split. 

McCormack is a 3.85 student studying busi-
ness administration with a data analytics concen-
tration and economics. Earlier this season, Mc-
Cormack was one of two Big South representatives 
on the CoSIDA Academic All-District team. This 
season, McCormack saw action in all 31 games 
with a couple of starts. He scored in double figures 
five times that included a season-high 13 points in 
Presbyterian’s win over The Citadel on Nov. 15.

The league’s tournament officially got under-
way this past Wednesday with Radford as the 
eighth seed. 

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

VT’s Justyn Mutts, Elizabeth 
Kitley earn ACC awards

Hokies graduate forward 
Justyn Mutts has been se-
lected as the recipient of 
the ACC’s 2021-22 Skip 
Prosser Award for men’s 
basketball, and VT junior 
center Elizabeth Kitley has 
been honored as the recipi-
ent of the conference’s Kay 
Yow Award for women’s bas-
ketball for 2021-22. Kitley’s 
award came on the heels of 
her being named Tuesday as 
the ACC’s women’s Player 
of the Year, the fi rst Hokie 
to be so honored.

Th e Skip Prosser Award 
is presented annually to 
the top scholar-athlete in 
ACC men’s basketball. It 
is named in memory of 
Wake Forest head basket-
ball coach George Edward 
“Skip” Prosser, who passed 
away on July 26, 2007.

Th e Kay Yow Award is 
presented annually to the 
top scholar-athlete in ACC 
women’s basketball. It is 
named in memory of leg-
endary women’s basketball 
coach Kay Yow, who won 
737 games as a head coach 
while directing NC State 
to four ACC tournament 
championships and coach-
ing the 1988 U.S. Olympic 
Team to a gold medal. Yow 
passed away in January of 
2009 and is also remem-
bered for her leadership and 
courage in her fi ght against 
breast cancer.

Mutts transferred from 
the University of Dela-
ware after a year at High 
Point University, a Big 
South school, where he was 
named to the conference’s 
All-Freshman team. He led 
High Point in blocks with 
32. 

At Delaware he played 
in all 33 games, starting 32 
and averaging 12.2 points 
and 8.4 rebounds with 19 
double-digit scoring out-
ings and 13 double-fi gure 
rebounding eff orts.

Mutts graduated from 
Delaware with a psychol-
ogy degree and is currently 
pursuing a graduate degree 
at Tech in leadership studies 
with the Agricultural and 
Life Sciences program.

A Senior CLASS Award 
fi nalist, Mutts is on track 
for a second master’s degree 
in educational psychology, 
which he will earn in May. 
Th e 2021-22 team captain 
was a 2021 ACC All-Aca-
demic Team selection and 
is a regular on the Athletics 
Director’s Honor Roll.

Mutts scored his 1,000th 
career point on Feb. 2 
against Georgia Tech. A 
native of Millville, New Jer-
sey, Mutts is averaging 10.2 
points and leads the team 
in rebounding (7.4), assists 
(3.5) and steals (1.2).

“Justyn is an exceptional 
student-athlete and am-
bassador for not only our 
basketball program, but 
for Virginia Tech,” head 
coach Mike Young said. 
“His growth as a player on 
the court and as a student 
in the classroom cannot be 
overstated. Th e Skip Prosser 
Award is such a high honor, 
and Justyn is so deserving of 
it. Th at young man is going 
to fi nish college with three 
degrees. Th at’s a big deal.”

Kitley is the fi rst Virginia 
Tech woman to be named 
fi rst-team All-ACC in con-
secutive seasons. She aver-
aged 17.6 points, 10.1 re-
bounds and 2.4 blocks per 
game this season. She shot 
a league-high 53.8% from 
the fl oor and won ACC 
player of the week four 
times, another ACC high.

Th e Summerfi eld, N.C., 
native put together 14 dou-
ble-doubles, the most in the 
conference, and also regis-
tered 12 20-point perfor-
mances this season. Kitley 
also had six games with fi ve 
or more blocks. She scored 

34 points twice.
She led the Hokies in 

scoring 17 times and re-
bounds 21 times.

Kitley was also the ACC 
Player of the Week three 
times her sophomore sea-
son. In 2021, she was a 
fi nalist for the Lisa Leslie 
Award, presented to the 
country’s top collegiate 
women’s center, was voted 
by the Virginia Sports In-
formation Directors (VA-
SID) as the Player of the 
Year, and was selected for 
the ACC All-Tournament 
second team.

She was named to the 
league’s All-Academic 
Team both her freshman 
and sophomore seasons 
and in 2020 was named 
the league’s Freshman of 
the Year. Th ree times she 
was the ACC Freshman of 
the Week.

She set program records 
this season with a fi eld-goal 
percentage of .573 and 41 
blocks. She scored a career-
high 34 points against 
George Washington in No-
vember, setting a new pro-
gram record in that game 
with 17 fi eld goals.

Her sophomore season 
Kitley led the Hokies in 
scoring, averaging 18.2 
points per game. She also 
averaged 10.4 rebounds 
and had 12 double-
doubles, the most in the 
league. She was one of two 
ACC athletes to record a 
20-rebound game and was 
the only ACC women’s 
player to score 30 points in 
a game twice.

Her freshman season 
Kitley started all 30 games, 
averaging 12.5 points and 
7.5 rebounds. She shot 
56% from the fi eld and 
had six double-doubles on 
the season. She scored a 
season-high 27 points in 
her collegiate debut against 
St. Francis.
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cal schools.
Th e Americans with 

Disabilities Act defi nes a 
disability as a physical or 
mental impairment that 
substantially limits one or 
more major life activities of 
an individual. Disabilities 
are present in three ways: 
hidden, visible, and emer-
gent. Visible disabilities in-
clude wheelchair users, an 
amputee, or a blind person 
walking with a guide dog 
or a cane while emergent 
disabilities include broken 
limbs, concussions, and 
acute illnesses. Although 

some disabilities are not 
overtly obvious, such as 
ADHD, deafness, depres-
sion, or cystic fi brosis, 
they are just as impactful 
to a person and can still 
limit major life activity. 
Disabilities can alter the 
way a student takes notes, 
understands or interprets 
lectures, or the ability to 
attend class.

Th e staff  at SSD of-
fers students a number of 
services and accommoda-
tions, including the SSD 
testing center, note tak-
ers, alternate text, accom-
modations for deaf and 
hard of hearing students, 
among numerous other 
accommodations.

SSD currently has fi ve 
access specialists that as-
sist students with accom-
modations in specifi c 
departments throughout 
campus.

Donna Glass Smith 
works with students in 
the College of Engineer-

ing (last names A-G), and 
with students in both uni-
versity studies, as well as 
the graduate population 
at the Virginia-Maryland 
College of Veterinary 
Medicine. She is a certi-
fi ed rehabilitation coun-
selor who earned her 
master’s degree in reha-
bilitation counseling in 
2008 and her education 
specialist degree in coun-
selor education in 2016, 
both from the University 
of Alabama. She’s previ-
ously worked as an ac-
commodations specialist 
at the University of Ala-
bama and as an associate 
professor and counselor 
in the Virginia’s Com-
munity College System. 
Glass Smith has served as 
a counselor at SSD since 
2014.

Haylee Simpkins 
joined SSD in 2018 
working with the front of-
fi ce and the Werth Testing 
Center. She works with 

students in the College of 
Agriculture and Life Sci-
ences (last names A-G) 
and with students in the 
Pamplin College of Busi-
ness. In 2021, Simpkins 
began her new role in the 
department as an access 
specialist. She earned a 
bachelor’s degree in ani-
mal and poultry sciences 
from Virginia Tech and 
completed an internship 
with a local therapeutic 
riding program where she 
helped facilitate equine-
assisted activities for in-
dividuals with disabilities. 

Matt Shelor works 
with students in the Col-
lege of Engineering (last 
names H-Z) and students 
in the College of Natural 
Resources and Environ-
ment. He obtained his 
master’s degree in coun-
seling and human devel-
opment with a concen-
tration in student aff airs 
from Radford University 
while also serving as stu-

dent body president. Be-
fore joining SSD as a dis-
ability counselor in 2019, 
he was an independent 
living counselor and dis-
ability advocate for New 
River Valley Disability 
Resource Center and now 
serves on their board of 
directors. Shelor was also 
a member of the National 
Council on Independent 
Living for nearly 10 years. 

Shequetta Gravely 
works with students in 
the College of Liberal Arts 
and Human Sciences and 
students in the College of 
Agriculture and Life Sci-
ences (last names H-Z). 
She is a native of Henry 
County, Virginia, who ad-
vocates for lifelong learn-
ing opportunities. Prior 
to joining SSD in 2021, 
Gravely worked as an edu-
cational sign language in-
terpreter for students with 
hearing loss and other 
specifi c learning disabili-
ties in public schools. She 

earned her dual-specialty 
master’s degrees in clinical 
mental health counseling 
and clinical rehabilitation 
counseling from Th omas 
University.

Varie Lynn works with 
students in the College of 
Architecture and Urban 
Studies and with students 
in the College of Science. 
She joined SSD in 2021, 
and has worked with in-
dividuals with disabilities 
for over eight years. She 
has a bachelor’s degree 
in human services from 
Bluefi eld College and ex-
perience on the Blacks-
burg ADA Committee, 
spearheading projects for 
the disAbility Law Center 
of Virginia, surveying for 
ADA standards, and as a 
special education/disabil-
ity advocate for the New 
River Valley. She’s given 
disability presentations for 
Southwest Virginia Legal 
Aid Society’s regional El-
der Abuse Conference.
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giveaway. Sponsored by VT Athletics.
MARCH 10
Th e Grey Area: How to Conquer 

Shame, Overcome Rejections, and Dis-
cover Joy during Adversity

6:30 p.m., Blacksburg Books
With her book launch on Internation-

al Women’s Day 2022, author Ally Shaw 
will discuss her book, “Chasing Tigers in 
the Dark,” a raw and revealing memoir 
that explores her traumatic experiences 
while shining a light of hope on a beauti-
ful love story proliferated from the ashes 
of a painful past. Hosted by Blacksburg 
Books.

MARCH 14
Let’s Embrace APIDA-ness: Combat-

ing Ethnocentric Beauty Norms Th at 
Negate Our Unique Beauty

12:30 p.m. via Zoom
Hanako Baker, M.S., is at Cook 

Counseling Center for the 2021-22 aca-
demic year during the last leg of her doc-
toral training. Baker is Japanese Ameri-
can and is passionate about serving the 
Asian Pacifi c Islander Desi American 
(APIDA) community as a mental health 
professional. Co-sponsored by the Asian 
Cultural Engagement Center, the Cook 
Counseling Center, and the Women’s 
Center at Virginia Tech.

MARCH 15

Meeting of the VT Women’s Alliance 
and Caucus

noon, Technology-enhanced Learning 
and Support (TLOS), 801 University City 
Blvd., Suite 21

Learn more about the Women’s Alliance 
and Caucus, a group of faculty, staff , and 
graduate students dedicated to advancing 
equity at Virginia Tech.

Reception: Th e Twenties: Virginia 
Women after the Great War

6 p.m., Alexander Black House and Cul-
tural Center Gallery

A reception celebrates this historic fash-
ion exhibition, which runs through April 
23. Co-sponsored by the Department of 
Apparel, Housing, and Resource Manage-
ment and the Alexander Black House and 
Cultural Center Gallery.

MARCH 16
Luncheon for the Women of Pamplin
11:45 a.m. Th e Inn at Virginia Tech, 

Blacksburg campus and Room 333, Falls 
Church campus.

Th e Pamplin College of Business is 
hosting a luncheon for Pamplin women 
faculty and staff  in honor of 100 Years of 
Women at Virginia Tech and National 
Women’s History Month. Lunch will be 
available on both the Blacksburg and the 
Falls Church campuses. Sponsored by 
the Pamplin College of Business Offi  ce 

for Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Be-
longing.

Discover Chub – Builders of Deerfi eld 
Trail

12:30 p.m., Creativity and Innovation 
District LLC, 185 Kent St. First Floor 
Common Space.

Learn how graduate students are be-
ing included not only in research about 
the Bluehead Chub but also in creating 
artistic representations of this research. 
Th is presentation is about the SciArt 
Collaboration between fi sh and wildlife 
conservation. Faculty member Dr. Em-
manuel Frimpong and his lab and Dr. 
Eugene Maurakis, C. Meranda Flachs-
Surmanek, and Hiromi Okumura will 
discuss a fascinating fi sh species in which 
the male parent builds a pebble nest and 
guards the eggs. Co-sponsored by the 
Center for Communicating Science, the 
Department of Fish and Wildlife Con-
servation, the School of Visual Arts, and 
the Department of Th eatre and Cinema.

Th e Past, Present and Future of Oys-
ters in NYC’s Harbor

7 p.m., Creativity and Innovation 
District LLC, 185 Kent St., Perfor-
mance Room C

Oyster City AR is an augmented real-
ity walking tour and game featuring the 
rise and fall and rise of oysters in New 

York City and its surrounding estuar-
ies. Created by interdisciplinary artist 
Meredith Drum, the AR app is focused 
on the ecology of the harbor in relation 
to oysters as keystone species and eco-
nomic, historical, and social product. 
It highlights the importance of oyster 
reefs as potential fl ood blockers and 
agents of bioremediation. Participants 
are invited to visit nine key sites across 
Governors Island, NYC. Sponsored by 
the Center for Communicating Science 
and the School of Visual Arts.

Women Leading in Science and En-
gineering

7 p.m., Webinar
In celebration of 100 years of women 

at Virginia Tech, this webinar features 
outstanding alumnae as they share their 
stories about opportunities and chal-
lenges in their careers, followed by small 
group discussions. Highlighted will be 
women leaders who have pushed bound-
aries within their fi elds. Featuring Ingrid 
Vaughan, Sector Vice President and Gen-
eral Manager, Navigation and Maritime 
Systems Division; and Roshan Roeder, 
Vice President, Communications, Air-
borne Sensors and Networks Division, 
both at Northrop Grumman Mission 
Systems. Sponsored by the College of 
Engineering

Women’s month from page 2

Auburn girls fall in region title game

Rhyland Rorrer splits the Parry McCluer defenders 
in Tuesday’s Region C championship tilt that Auburn 
lost in a thriller 49-48. Despite the loss, the Eagles 
advance to the state Class 1 quarterfinals.

Morgan Mundy tries to blow by her defender in the 
closing moments of Tuesday’s contest. Mundy’s shot at 
the buzzer would fall short as Parry McCluer picked up 
the one-point win.

Auburn’s Allyson Martin connects on two technical 
free throws in the Region C championship. Martin 
finished with 21 points. With the tough loss to Parry 
McCluer, Auburn fell to 20-6 on the season.

PHOTOS BY ASHLEY AKERS

FROM THE SIDELINES           By Marty Gordon

When a college roommate invited me to attend a Sa-
lem Buccaneer minor league baseball game, I was hooked. 
Little did I know that in the early 90s, I would be pulled 
into the Salem circle as the fi rst mascot for the Salem Ava-
lanche, the baseball nut. 

One day, a mild-mannered man was sitting behind the 
desk in the administrative offi  ce when I walked in to pick 
up a freshly dry-cleaned suit. He told me to wear the suit 
proudly and keep the crowd entertained. 

It took me another week or two to learn that the man 
was Kelvin Bowles, who had bought the franchise in 
1985 and had single-handedly saved the franchise from 
moving out of the area. 

Bowles passed away this past week at the age of 82 af-
ter a short battle with myeloma, a cancer of the plasma 
cells, white blood cells that make antibodies that protect 
us from infection. In myeloma, the cells grow too much, 
crowding out normal cells in the bone marrow that make 

red blood cells, platelets, and other white blood cells.
Bowles fell in love with baseball as a scout for the Mon-

treal Expos and purchased the Salem Redbirds to prevent 
the team from being moved to West Virginia. He owned 
it for 21 years. During that time, he convinced the City 
of Salem to build a mega baseball stadium. 

Th e city said in a statement,“Salem baseball grew to 
what it is today thanks to [Kelvin] Bowles and his staff . 
Th rough the years as the Buccaneers and Avalanche, the 
team moved from what Kiwanis Park is today to the Sa-
lem Memorial Ballpark near the Salem Civic Center.”

Current Salem GM Allen Lawrence also had the priv-
ilege of working for Bowles and remembered him as a 
great leader and an integral part of the community. 

“Th ere was no bigger baseball fan than Kelvin. I am 
not sure I will ever meet anyone with more baseball sto-
ries than he had,” said Lawrence. “Th e baseball world lost 
someone special.”

Born in the Snow Creek area of Franklin County, Va., 
in 1939, Bowles joined the U.S. Air Force for four years 
after high school. Upon returning to civilian life, he trans-
formed himself into a savvy businessman, establishing a 
cable company that once served over 20 communities in 
his home state.

His true passion, however, was baseball, and the prof-
itability of his business permitted him to pursue a side 
career as a scout. He started as a scout with the Major 
League Scouting Bureau before moving on to the Pirates 
and the Expos. From approximately 1975 to 1990, he 
also ran clinics and tryout camps in Virginia and sur-
rounding states.

He bought the Salem franchise for a mere $175,000 
and was inducted into the Salem-Roanoke Baseball Hall 
of Fame in 2001.

Bowles was a man of few words, but on that one single 
day with the mascot, he left a lasting impression.

Remembering a local baseball savior in the passing of Kelvin Bowles
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