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“Grandmother of Juneteenth,” 
Opal Lee, to join Virginia Tech 
community in conversation

Experience the power of live 
storytelling with Th e Moth

Virginia Gov. Glenn Young-
kin promised when elected he 
would change the state’s parole 
board, which had come under 
heavy criticism for its actions or 
in most cases lack of.

Th is included appointing a 
whole new board makeup that 
included Montgomery County 
Sheriff  Hank Partin. 

Th ursday, Democrat mem-
bers of the Virginia General 
Assembly rejected all of the ap-
pointments including Partin. In 
a Facebook post, Partin said the 
move is political.

“I understand they are still 
disappointed that Governor 
Youngkin delivered on his 
promise to fi re the McAulliff e-
Northam parole board on day 
one.

“Th e vote out of the Senate 
(Th ursday), along (Democrat) 

party lines is exactly what Vir-
ginians are sick and tired of,” 
Partin said. “Th ey are tired of 
division simply due to one’s po-
litical affi  liation. Since my ap-
pointment to the parole board 
this January, I have not been 
contacted by a single democratic 
member of the state senate that 
voted against my confi rma-
tion.”.

Th e sheriff  is hopeful Demo-
crats on the Senate side will re-
verse the House decision.

Democrat leaders admitted 
Th ursday’s vote was partly in re-
taliation for House Republicans’ 
earlier defeat of appointments to 
other boards.

Democrat Sen. Adam Ebbin 
said during an unusually heated 
debate that the House needed to 
be “taught a lesson.” Republican 
senators expressed outrage.

Gina Hall’s sister concerned about documentary’s depiction
(Editor’s note: Today, we 

continue a three-part series on 
a planned documentary, which 
delves into the story of Gina 
Hall.)

 
Filming began last week on 

a new documentary that takes 
a look at the disappearance 
and murder of Radford Uni-
versity coed Gina Hall. While 
the movie is based on a book 
by Ron Peterson titled “Under 
the Trestle,” the interviews tak-
ing place in Radford are shin-
ing new light on the crime. 

Gina’s sister, Dlana Bodmer, 
is expressing concern and is 
critical not only of the docu-
mentary but also the book 
itself. Th at’s why she penned 
her own literary piece, “Th e 

Miraculous Journey—A Day 
in Heaven,” where she looks at 
her sister’s life and the journey 
she as a sibling has taken since 
then.

“A documentary’s defi nition 
infers accuracy, truth, etc. To 
base a documentary on ‘Under 
the Trestle,’ a book that was 
not factually accurate, is con-
cerning,” Bodmer said.  

Gina Hall was an 18-year-
old college student when she 
disappeared on June 28, 1980. 
Th e details on Gina Hall’s dis-
appearance from a Blacksburg 
night stop continue to be at 
the heart of the discussion. 
Bodmer believes the way in 
which Gina disappeared is be-
ing described all wrong in the 
book and fears it will continue 

in the documentary.
“Th e 1980 narrative that 

was used to secure the convic-
tion worked. Th e Hall family 
will always be grateful for its 
success although, we always 
knew the foundational basis 
for that narrative did not por-
tray Gina for who she really 
was or Gina’s truth,” Bodmer 
has said.

“We realized that that sim-
plifi ed narrative was neces-
sary to put her killer away 
so he would not continue to 
kill others. We always knew 
the story composed by Gina’s 
killer and corroborated by his 
best friend, did not happen as 
told,” Bodmer said. “I saw my 
car in 1980. I saw the physical 
proof of a struggle in that car, 

and I heard my sister’s voice. 
Her truth. We knew. Gina 
did not go willingly with any 
man.”

Stephen Epperly was 
charged with Hall’s murder 
after forensic evidence linked 
her to his cabin. Additional 
evidence was found in her 
abandoned vehicle and on the 
bank of the river near where it 
was disposed of. Although Ep-
perly was convicted despite the 
absence of Hall’s body, he still 
denies responsibility. Th is was 
the fi rst bodyless murder con-
viction in the state of Virginia.

Th e car in reference be-
longed to Bodmer, driven by 
Gina that night and then later 

found under a railroad trestle 
on a stretch of road between 
Claytor Lake and Radford. 
Th us, the title of Peterson’s 
book.

Th e location was along the 
same road that leads from a 
lake house where the college 
student allegedly went with 
Epperly, a man she had never 
met until that June night. 

“I will always be her (Gi-
na’s) champion and speak for 
her since she cannot,” Bodmer 
said.

Th e public knew only what 
they were told, according to 
Bodmer, including what was 
used in the trial narrative. 

“Many of the other case 
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The Moth approach allows people all over the world and from 
all walks of life to share their stories on stage in front of a live 
audience, illuminating both the diversity and commonality of human 
experience. 

“A Conversation with Ms. 
Opal Lee: the Grandmother 
of Juneteenth” will be held at 
3 p.m. March 27 at Burruss 
Hall (800 Drillfield Drive) 
in Blacksburg and also will 
be livestreamed. This event 
is free and open to the public 
and will be part of Virginia 
Tech’s 1872 Forward celebra-
tion weekend.

Lee, often described as the 
“grandmother of Juneteenth,” 
is a retired teacher, counselor, 
and activist in the movement 
to make Juneteenth a feder-

ally recognized holiday. On 
June 17, 2021, President 
Biden signed Senate bill 475, 
making Juneteenth the 11th 
federal holiday. Lee has been 
nominated for the 2022 No-
bel Peace Prize.

During Virginia Tech’s 
event, Lee will share her wis-
dom about advocating for 
equality as an activist and a 
leader. 

“We are excited to have Ms. 
Opal Lee at Virginia Tech, as 
this is an opportunity for our 
students and the community 

to learn about women in 
leadership, civil rights, and 
the importance of advocating 
for inclusivity,” said James 
Bridgeforth, assistant vice 
president for student affairs 
and ExperienceVT.

The event is sponsored by 
the Elizabeth A. “Betsy” Fla-
nagan Women in Leadership 
and Philanthropy Endowed 
Lecture Fund, Virginia Tech 
Student Affairs, the I WILL 
Council, and VT Engage: 
The Center for Leadership 
and Service Learning.

Former Radford principal embarks 
on new journey as Snowville 
Christian Church pastor

Jerry King, a lifelong 
Southwest Virginia educa-
tor of school divisions in the 
counties of Montgomery, 
Pulaski, Floyd, Carroll and 
most recently, Radford City, 
recently related how the ex-
perience of going from a 
school administrator to be-
coming a pastor was literally 
life-changing.

King called the transi-
tion “almost unexplainable” 
since the events happened 
in such a short period of 
time. His story began when 
he and his wife, Lucy, were 
enjoying a ride in the coun-
try and they saw a beauti-
ful, rural church in Pulaski 
County they had never seen 
before, Snowville Christian 
Church, and spontaneously 
decided to visit and worship 
there the next Sunday.

The state superintendent 
(regional minister) of the 
denomination, the Rev. Bill 

Dunning, heard from a pas-
toral friend that King was in-
terested in filling in for pas-
tors on Sundays when they 
were on vacation as Dun-
ning had done for years, and 
he contacted King. Unaware 
that King had visited the 
church in Snowville the pre-
vious Sunday, Dunning said, 
“There are several churches 
in Southwest Virginia that 
would be interested in hir-
ing you, but after reviewing 
your resume and biography, 
there is one specific church 
that’s located just a few 
miles from Radford, where 
you live, that I would like 
to send your information to 
because I think you would 
be a great fit with them.”

The church was Snowville 
Christian Church.

Out of hundreds of 
churches in Southwest Vir-
ginia, Dunning wanted to 
send the educator’s informa-

tion to the very church King 
and his wife had ‘randomly’ 
visited the week before.

King then delivered the 
message in the church’s wor-
ship service the following 
Sunday. He then  received a 
call from the church board 
expressing an interest in his 
not just ‘filling in’ but a de-
sire to interview and possi-
bly hire him as the church’s 
pastor. King then received 
unanimous approval from 
the congregation.

He retired from Radford 
City schools and 30 days 
later became the official pas-
tor of the Snowville Chris-
tian Church.

“Most people can recall 
times in their life when 
something happened they 
couldn’t really explain, but 
they knew it was more than 
just a coincidence,” King 

Experience the power, in-
timacy, and community-
building of stories when radio 
favorite The Moth brings a 
diverse group of thought-
ful storytellers to share their 
own stories, each crafted and 
shaped by a unique collection 
of experiences, identities, and 
worldviews, to the Moss Arts 
Center on Tuesday, March 22, 
at 7:30 p.m.

“Hitting Home: The Moth 
in Blacksburg” will be held in 
the center’s Anne and Ellen 
Fife Theatre, located within 
the Street and Davis Perfor-
mance Hall at 190 Alumni 
Mall.

Moth Mainstage shows are 
renowned for the great range 
of human experiences they 
showcase. Different from a 
Moth StorySLAM, these are 

curated events that feature five 
tellers who develop and shape 
their stories with Moth direc-
tors. Each show starts with a 
theme — “Hitting Home” 
is the theme chosen for this 
performance — and the story-
tellers explore it, often in un-
expected ways. Because each 
story is true and every voice 
is authentic, the shows dance 
between documentary and 
theater, creating a unique, in-
timate, and often enlightening 
experience for the audience. 

The Moth approach allows 
people all over the world and 
from all walks of life to share 
their stories on stage in front 
of a live audience, illuminat-
ing both the diversity and 
commonality of human expe-
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Montgomery sheriff’s 
parole board 
appointment rejected

See Gina Hall Documentary, page 4

See The Moth, page 2See New Pastor, page 4
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Walmart community grant 
through Warm Hearth 
Foundation benefi ts seniors 

The Walmart Community Grants 
team and facility #1292 (Christians-
burg) recently awarded a $1,000 grant 
to the Warm Hearth Foundation for 
the Micah’s Program at Warm Hearth 
Village (WHV).  The foundation will 
use the funds to help fight food inse-
curity by providing food and meals to 
village seniors who meet federal low-
income guidelines through Micah’s 
Pantry.  Micah’s programs at Warm 
Hearth Village include a variety of 
opportunities like fresh produce, pre-

pared meals, gardens on campus to 
grow and tend, shelf-stable groceries, 
pet food, and personal care items.

Majdeddin Syed Issa and Ghalia 
Martini, two residents benefitting 
from the Micah Program, said they 
appreciate the foundation’s help. “I 
like that the packages list the ingredi-
ents, and I love getting fresh vegeta-
bles. We share the items we don’t need 
with neighbors who do,” Martini said. 
“Majdeddin and I are both grateful for 
this program.”

UPCOMING EVENTS
Through April 30

Free prom dresses 
By appointment only at the Mead-

owbrook Public Library, which has 
prom dresses of all sizes available for 
free to anyone in Montgomery Coun-
ty, Floyd County, and throughout the 
New River Valley. Call (540) 268-
1964 to make an appointment to try 
on and choose a free prom dress. 

Wednesday, March 16:
Art Club: Alma Thomas
At the Christiansburg Library; 2 

p.m. Explore the art of Alma Thom-
as and create a piece inspired by her 
work. For ages 8 and up. Registration 
is required.

 
Library Board of Trustees meeting
At the Christiansburg Library; 7 p.m.

Thursday, March 17:
Talking about Books: “Maid”
At the Christiansburg Library; 11 

a.m. Discussed this month is “Maid: 
Hard Work, Low Pay, and a Mother’s 
Will to Survive” by Stephanie Land.

Art, Community, and Social Health 
featuring Michelle Ramos

At the Blacksburg Library; 4 p.m. 
The School of Performing Arts at Vir-
ginia Tech presents Art, Community, 
and Social Health, a series of talks/
workshops by nationally recognized 
artists and thought leaders on the 
power and practice of art and culture 
as essential elements of healthy com-
munities. Dr. Michelle Ramos serves 
on the boards of Dance/USA and the 
Performing Arts Alliance. A licensed 
attorney with a PhD in Cultural Psy-
chology, she has significant organizing 
experience and has committed her ca-
reer to serving communities and indi-
viduals adversely impacted by issues of 
race, gender, disability, class, socioeco-
nomics, inequitable laws, and system-
ic oppression.  The colloquium will be 
available in person and via Zoom.

Dungeons & Dragons - Level 5
At the Radford Public Library; 4:30 

p.m. to 7 p.m. Adventure into the 
world of Dungeons & Dragons. Email 
duncan.hall@radfordva.gov, and the 
library staff will set up everything 
needed to be ready with a Level 5 hero 
to join the adventure. Hybrid virtual 
attendance options are available for 
those interested.

Radford Photo Club presents Adi 
Ben-Senior on Night Photography

At the Radford Public Library; 6 to 
7 p.m. Adi Ben-Senior, international 

award-winning photographer, will 
host a presentation on night photog-
raphy at this month’s meeting of the 
Radford Photo Club. Ben-Senior has 
been a professional photographer for 
30 years, including taking photos for 
the Israeli Navy Forces and for the He-
brew nature journal, Teva Ha’dvarim. 
The presentation will be followed by 
an opportunity to take night photos, 
so participants should dress warmly 
and bring a camera, a tripod, a  flash-
light, and batteries.

Saturday, March 19:
Click Smarter: Properties of Light 

with Charlie Whitescarver
At the Radford Public Library; 11 

a.m. to  noon. Professional photog-
rapher Charlie Whitescarver of Whi-
tescarver Photography, LLC will teach 
on cameras and the skills involved in 
photography. Properties of light and 
other tips will be the focus for this 
program.

Caturday
At the Christiansburg Library; 

noon to 1 p.m. Sign up at the front 
desk for a 15-minute slot to read to 
a cat from the Montgomery County 
Animal Care and Adoption Center to 
practice reading and to socialize shel-
ter cats. All ages. Email shodges@mfrl.
org for more information.

Teen DND
At the Blacksburg Library at 2 p.m. 

DND for Teens.

Sunday, March 20:
Unveiling ceremony: African 

American Memory and Storyboard 
Project

In downtown Christiansburg in the 
town square quadrant in front of the 
Christiansburg Post Office at 3 p.m.

Chess Club
At the Blacksburg Library at 3 p.m. 

Ages 8 and up are welcome to sharpen 
their chess skills. Supplies will be pro-
vided. All skill levels are welcome.

Monday, March 21:
Crafternoon Delight for adults 

only
Learn how to knit or crochet with 

library staff at the Radford Public 
Library from 1 to 2 p.m. Needles, 
crochet hooks and yarn will be avail-
able for tutorials and practice during 
this session of Crafternoon Delight. 
This group knits, crochets, embroi-
ders, felts, and paints. Knowledgeable 
staff can help participants with their 
needlework craft. Projects will also be 

available to learn how to put a blanket 
together for Project Linus with sup-
plies provided.

Pokémon Club
At the Christiansburg Library at 

4:30 p.m. Pokémon fans can bring 
their DS or Pokémon cards and get 
ready to battle, trade, and make new 
friends. All ages.

Tuesday, March 22:
Radford Chamber of Commerce 

seminar series
This is a seminar on Professional 

Networking, LinkedIn, and Building 
Career and Relationships; 9 to 10:30 
a.m. at Long Way Brewing. Regis-
tration opens at 8:30 a.m. No cost 
for chamber members. $10 for non-
chamber members. Brought to you by 
the Radford Chamber of Commerce.

Chess Club for Teens & Pre-Teens
At the Radford Public Library; 6 to 

7 p.m. Match chess skills with teen li-
brarian Dave.

Wednesday, March 23:
Radford Army Ammunitions Plant 

community meeting
At the Christiansburg Public Li-

brary at 6 p.m. This community 
meeting will discuss modernization 
and environmental projects and com-
pliance and corrective actions at the 
Radford Army Ammunition Plant. 
Staff members from the U.S. Army 
and BAE Systems will be on hand to 
engage with the public. Questions 
ahead of the meeting may be emailed 
to usarmy.radford.peo-eis.list.rfaap-
public-affairs@mail.mil.

Monday, March 28:
Scams Against Older Adults with 

Better Business Bureau
At the Radford Public Library; 1 

to 2 p.m. Presented by Riley Ginger, 
Community Outreach and Events 
Coordinator of the Better Business 
Bureau serving Western Virginia. Reg-
ister to attend by emailing Elizabeth.
Sensabaugh@radfordva.gov. Sand-
wiches will be provided via registra-
tion. Options include vegetarian or 
turkey 6” from Jimmy Johns. Partici-
pants can email their sandwich prefer-
ence when they register to attend.

Saturday, April 2:
Blacksburg Leaf Compost Pick up
Loose and bagged leaves collected 

by the town are composted into leaf 
mulch. This mulch can be used as a 

soil additive for composting, and is 
available to Blacksburg residents for 
pickup.This is an important service 
as composted leaf mulch keeps leaves 
out of the landfill. Leaves can take up 
valuable landfill space and produce 
harmful greenhouse gasses.

Th is year, the compost can be picked 
up on April 2, from 8 a.m. to noon. 
To arrange for pickup, residents must 
register and follow these guidelines: 
Leaf compost service is for Blacksburg 
residents only. Register for a 15-min-
ute time slot. Do not arrive more than 
10 minutes early. Remain parked in 
the upper lot until town staff  provide 
directions to the compost zone. Th ere 
the staff  will load up the vehicle. Th e 
limit is two cubic yards per vehicle. Do 
not block access to the road leading to 
the compost zone. Once the vehicle is 
loaded, please exit promptly.

Tuesday, April 5:
50 Years in the Making: Celebrat-

ing old time, blues and bluegrass mu-
sic

All concert ticket sales will benefit 
the Montgomery Museum of Art and 
History. The concert is presented by 
the Edward Via College of Osteopath-
ic Medicine (VCOM). At the Moss 
Arts Center at Virginia Tech at 7 p.m. 
Tickets are $20 in advance and $25 at 
the door. Children 12 and under are 
$5. Seating is limited and tickets are 
now available online at https://mont-
gomerymuseum.org/events/50-years-
in-the-making/. Tickets can also be 
purchased in person at the Moss Arts 
Center box office during certain open 
hours. For more information, call the 
box office at 540-231-5300. A mask, 
photo ID, and proof of COVID19 
vaccination or a negative test within 
72 hours of the event are required for 
admittance.

Thursday, April 14:
River City Quilt Guild
The River City Quilt Guild meets 

the second Thursday of each month at 
9:30 a.m. at Grove United Methodist 
Church, 1020 Tyler Avenue, Radford. 
All skill levels of quilters are welcome. 
For more information call Anna Han-
dy, 540 320 7791.  

Saturday, April 16:
Radford Easter Egg Hunt
At Bisset Park; 11 a.m. 2 p.m. 

Noon: ages 3-5; 12:25 p.m.:ages 6-8; 
12:30 p.m. :ages 9-12; 12:45 p.m.: 
ages 3 and under. Bounce houses, fire 
trucks, police cars, food trucks, and 
photos with the Easter Bunny will be 
apart of the fun.

Send community news and photos to communitynews@ourvalley.org

Karen Nelson, (center) Warm Hearth’s associate director of development, is 
pictured with the Christiansburg Walmart’s team leads Morgan Vaughn and Joy 
Miller.

rience.
The evening’s host is Jon 

Goode, an Emmy-nominated 
author, poet, and playwright 
living in Atlanta. Goode has 
been a featured performer 
on HBO’s “Def Poetry,” 
TVOne’s “Verses & Flow,” 
and BET’s “Lyric Café.” He is 
the regular host of The Moth 
StorySLAM in Atlanta.

The featured storytellers 
include:

Hannah H. Smith Brennan
A sociologist and educa-

tor, Brennan’s expertise and 
enthusiasm blend theory 
and practice in her work on 
families, childhood, play, 
and young people’s empow-
erment. While working with 
an elder community mid-
wife during her pregnancies, 
Brennan experienced such 
profound personal growth 

that she expanded her pro-
fessional focus to include 
women’s health, bodies, and 
wisdoms.

Muneesh Jain
Jain’s biggest passions in 

life are baseball and Broad-
way. Between the months of 
April and October, he can 
usually be found in one of 
the 30 major league ballparks 
across the country, watching 
a ballgame, talking to strang-
ers, and eating ice cream out 
of a mini helmet. During the 
offseason, he’s probably at a 
musical or a play. He is the 
co-host of “The Clubhouse 
Podcast,” where he and his 
friend Anthony Rapp inter-
view celebrities about why 
they love baseball.

Devan Sandiford
Sandiford spent his child-

hood and young adult years 
keeping his personal stories 
hidden. Feeling a voice with-
in him longing to be heard, 
he moved to Brooklyn, New 
York, with his wife and their 
two sons, hoping to push 
himself out of his comfort 
zone and unlock the power 
in his voice. Sandiford is 
now a published writer, an 
award-winning storyteller, 
and the program manager of 
community engagement at 
The Moth. His stories have 
been featured in the Wash-
ington Post; “The Moth Ra-
dio Hour” and its podcast, 
“Speak Up Storytelling;” 
“Writing Class Radio;” and 
elsewhere. He is currently 
working on his debut mem-
oir.

Horace Scruggs
A resident of Palmyra, Va., 

Scruggs has been teaching 
and conducting professional-
ly since 1985. He has taught 
music to all grade levels from 
kindergarten through 12th 
grades, and worked profes-
sionally with school, com-
munity, and church choirs 
and ensembles. He holds 
degrees in music education 
from Longwood University 
and Shenandoah Conserva-
tory and is an adjunct fac-
ulty member at Piedmont 
Virginia Community College 
(PVCC), teaching class piano 
and music appreciation, and 
conducting the PVCC Cho-
rus.

Dame Wilburn
Host of “The Moth Pod-

cast,” “Dame’s Eclectic Brain 
Podcast,” as well as various 
live shows including “The 
Moth Mainstage,” Wilburn’s 

storytelling began as a way 
of keeping cool in the sum-
mertime on her grandmoth-
er’s porch in Macon, Ga. She 
has completed four residen-
cies for storytellers: three at 
Serenbe in Palmetto, Ga., and 
one with AIRTrez in Almont, 
Mich. Wilburn has also pre-
sented at the University of 
Iowa and the University of 
California, Los Angeles.

Corbin Hayslett
He is the musician for the 

evening. A multi-instrumen-
talist and ninth-generation 
Virginian, Hayslett excels on 
clawhammer banjo, guitar, 
and fiddle, bringing a wealth 
of knowledge of old-time, 
bluegrass, and early country 
music to performances and to 
his position as general man-
ager at the County Sales mu-
sic shop in Floyd.

The Moth from page 1
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Virginia Department of Transportation road watch
The following is a 

list of forecasted high-
way projects that may 
impact traffic traveling 
in the 12-county Salem 
Transportation District 
this week. Work sched-
ules and construction 
project timelines are al-
ways subject to change 
and weather dependent. 
The Salem District cov-
ers Bedford, Botetourt, 
Carroll, Craig, Floyd, 
Franklin, Giles, Henry, 
Montgomery, Patrick, 
Pulaski and Roanoke 
counties.

M O N T G O M E R Y 
COUNTY

I-81 NORTH-
BOUND AT EXIT 105 
NEW RIVER BRIDGE 
REPLACEMENT IN 
M O N T G O M E R Y 
COUNTY – Lane and 
shoulder closures may be 
in place near exit 105. 
Lane closure may be in 
effect during the week 
from 8 p.m. to 7 a.m. 
Shoulder closures may 
be in effect at any time 
during the week. Slow 
rolls may be performed 
on I-81 in the north and 
southbound lanes from 
mile marker 104 to 106 
from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. 
Speed limit is reduced 
to 60 miles per hour in 
the work zone. Shoulder 
closures will remain in 
place though the dura-
tion of the project. Proj-
ect completion is esti-
mated by late 2022.

LANE CLOSURES:
A left lane closure 

will be in place on I-81 
northbound between 
mile marker 104-106 
beginning at 8 p.m. on 
Saturday, March 26, 
through 7 a.m. on Sun-
day morning, March 27.

 Right lane closures 
may be in place on I-81 
northbound between 
mile markers 104-105 
during nighttime hours, 
7 p.m. to 5 a.m. the fol-
lowing morning.

SLOW ROLLS: Slow 
rolls may be utilized pe-
riodically on both the 
northbound and south-
bound lanes from mile 
marker 98-109 for struc-
tural steel deliveries and 
setting beams.

ROUTE 615 CUL-
VERT REPLACE-
MENT – Beginning 
April 11, 2022, Route 
615 (Pilot Road) will 
undergo a culvert re-

placement located at 
the intersection of Pi-
lot Road and Old Pike 
Road, across from the 
Pilot Post Office.  Single 
lane closures will be in 
place and will be main-
tained by utilizing tem-
porary traffic signals. 
Lane closures on RTE 
615 are expected to be-
gin on 5/2/2022 and will 
be in place through Au-
gust 2022Expected com-
pletion is October 2022.

ROUTE 643 PAV-
ING PROJECT - A 
project is underway to 
resurface an unpaved 
portion of Route 643 
(Yellow Sulfur Road). 
The work area begins .7 
mile south of the inter-
section with Route 642 
(Jennelle Road) and ends 
1.7 miles north of the 
bridge over Route 460.  
Traffic impacts will in-
clude intermittent flag-
ging operations between 
these intersections. This 
project has an estimated 
completion date of May 
2022.

LANE CLOSURES: 
Intermittent single lane 
closures utilizing flag-
ging operations will be 
in place between the 
intersection of Teaberry 
Road and Jennelle Road.

UTILITY WORK 
ON ROUTE 460 - 
MMI will be installing 
fiber optic along Route 
460 and Route 8 from 
the Giles County line to 
the Floyd County line. 
This work will be on-
going. Motorists should 
expect shoulders and/or 
lane closures for travel in 
both directions.

INTERSTATE 81
INTERSTATE 81 

LANE WIDENING 
C O N S T R U C T I O N 
EXIT 137 TO EXIT 141 
– A $179 million design-
build project to widen 
both directions of I-81 
between mile markers 
136.6 and 141.8 from 
two to three lanes is set 
to begin. Starting in 
February and continuing 
into the early summer, 
work will be performed 
on the inside and out-
side shoulders along a 
five mile section of both 
northbound and south-
bound Interstate 81 in 
Roanoke County and 
the city of Salem. The 
shoulders will be built 
up before a barrier wall 

can be installed for road 
crews to work behind. 
The barrier wall will 
be installed along the 
shoulders in the spring 
and summer. Two lanes 
of I-81 traffic in each 
direction will remain 
open during the project 
with periodic lane clo-
sures scheduled during 
nighttime hours or out-
side of peak travel times 
as needed.  Drivers can 
expect the following lane 
closures and upcoming 
impacts on northbound 
and southbound I-81:

From mid-February 
to mid-April, daytime 
right shoulder closures 
between 9 a.m. and 3 
p.m., Monday through 
Thursday

From mid-March un-
til mid-June, nighttime 
right lane and shoul-
der closures between 8 
p.m. and 6 a.m., Sunday 
through Thursday

From mid-May to 
mid-June, alternating 
left and right lane and 
shoulder closures during 
nighttime hours between 
8 p.m. and 6 a.m., Sun-
day through Thursday

The project also in-
cludes replacing six 
bridges, widening two 
bridges, installing ap-
proximately 2.6 miles 
of sound barrier walls 
along northbound I-81, 
improving the south-
bound exit 137 off-ramp 
intersection at Wild-
wood Road and adding 
interchange lighting at 
exits 137, 140 and 141 
are also included in the 
project. Expected com-
pletion in early 2026. 

I-81 TROUTVILLE 
REST AREA CLO-
SURE - The Troutville 
Rest Area located on 
southbound Interstate 
81 near mile marker 158 
in Botetourt County will 
be closed from late May 
2022 until early Septem-
ber 2022. This project 
will extend the ramp into 
the rest area by 500 feet 
and the ramp out of the 
rest area by 2,100 feet. 
It will also include ex-
panding the truck park-
ing area at the facility by 
about 10-13 spaces. Vis-
itors to the rest area may 
see some preliminary 
work, such as drainage 
improvements, as early 
as this spring.  However, 
the major construction 
will begin after Memori-

al Day, and the rest area 
facility, ramps and park-
ing lot will be closed 
to the public from late 
May until early Septem-
ber. Work is expected to 
be completed in early 
fall 2022.

INTERSTATE 81 
BRIDGE HEIGHT RE-
STRICTIONS – Due to 
bridge painting, several 
height restrictions are in 
place along I-81 north 
and southbound. Maxi-
mum height allowed is 
14’6” at the following 
bridges over I-81 at the 
mile marker locations 
of 135, 109 and 108 
through March. Over-
height vehicles will need 
to be rerouted. Message 
boards are in place.

INTERSTATE 81 
LANE WIDENING 
C O N S T R U C T I O N 
EXIT 141 TO EXIT 
143 – A project to wid-
en the lanes on I-81 in 
Roanoke in both north-

bound and southbound 
directions between Exit 
141 to Exit 143 has been 
underway. All lanes now 
open and will remain 
open through winter 
with periodic lane clo-
sures at night as needed. 
The final surface paving 
and markings for north-
bound will resume with 
the next paving season 
in spring 2022. Driv-
ers can expect rough 
pavement. Estimated 
completion date of the 
project is summer 2022.

I-81 PAVING OPER-
ATIONS – Weather per-
mitting, crews will pave, 
patch and repair pave-
ment on various routes.  
Lane closures may be in 
place during nighttime 
hours, 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. 
the following morning. 
Drivers should watch 
for signs and expect pos-
sible delays.

I-81 BRIDGE DECK 
REPAIRS – Weather 

permitting, crews will 
repair bridge decks on 
Interstate 81. Between 
mile markers 147 to 
162, right and left lane 
closures will be in place 
northbound and south-
bound during nighttime 
hours, 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. 
the following morning. 
Drivers should watch 
for signs and expect pos-
sible delays.

I-81 POTHOLE 
PATCHING OPERA-
TIONS – Weather per-
mitting, crews will patch 
potholes along south-
bound and northbound 
Interstate 81. Mobile 
right and left lane clo-
sures will be in place and 
moving along north-
bound and southbound 
lanes during nighttime 
hours, 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. 
the following morning. 
Drivers should watch 
for moving vehicles and 
equipment. Expect pos-
sible delays.
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Clothesline Project to call attention to gender-related violence
Th e Clothesline Project is an 

eff ort to raise awareness of gen-
der-based violence through the 
creation and display of shirts 
hung side by side on a clothes-
line on the Drillfi eld at Virgin-
ia Tech from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. on Tuesday, March 29.

Th e rain dates are April 5 
and April 12.

Participants who wish to 
create their own shirts for the 
project can do so by dropping 
by the Women’s Center at Vir-

ginia Tech (206 Washington 
St., Blacksburg) anytime from 
9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. from 
Monday, March 28, to Friday, 
April 1. All materials are sup-
plied free of charge.

Survivors of violence and 
families of the victims can bear 
witness to the shattering eff ect 
of violence and the impact it 
has on society through creat-
ing shirts emblazoned with 
direct messages and strong il-
lustrations. Hanging side-by-

side and shoulder-to-shoulder 
as though the survivors were 
standing there themselves, 
the shirts will be color coded: 
white for those who have died 
from violence; yellow or beige 
for survivors who have been 
battered or assaulted; red, 
pink, or orange for those raped 
or sexually assaulted; blue or 
green for survivors of incest 
or child sexual abuse; purple 
or lavender for those attacked 
because of their sexual orien-

tation; and black for survivors 
disabled by violence.

Th e Clothesline Project  is 
held to educate the public 
about the scope of gender-
based violence and the impact 
it has on individuals, their 
families and friends, and the 
community. Th e project en-
courages survivors to come 
forward to break the silence 
by creating shirts to share their 
stories.

Th is local Clothesline Proj-

ect was initiated in 1994 by the 
Montgomery County chapter 
of the National Organization 
for Women (NOW). Over 630 
shirts made by New River Val-
ley residents are currently on 
the line.

Local sponsors include 
Montgomery County NOW, 
the United Feminist Move-
ment, the Women’s Center at 
Virginia Tech, and the Wom-
en’s Resource Center of the 
New River Valley.

Sports media and analytics 
(SMA) students in the Virginia 
Tech School of Communica-
tion have no trouble fi nding 
experiential learning opportu-
nities where they can develop 
their craft in professional set-
tings outside the classroom.

Over the course of Vir-
ginia Tech’s basketball season, 
a number of students have 
gained experience as sports 
talk radio hosts with 105.3 the 
Bear, the fl agship station of 
New River Radio Group, based 
in Radford.

James Forrest, operations 
director for New River Radio 
Group, previously co-hosted 
the Hokies Basketball and the 
Bear Tip Off  show over the past 
couple of years with DreZ, the 
program director. However, the 
duo decided some additional 
sports acumen could take the 

station to the next level.
“We’re more rock DJ’s and 

less sportscasters, so I thought, 
‘What if we can set up this 
arrangement with the SMA 
program?’” Forrest said. “It’s 
co-benefi cial to give the SMA 
students some real-world host-
ing experience while also giv-
ing us the chance to highlight 
the students we have in the 
area.”

Th e tip-off  show takes place 
an hour before the start of each 
men’s basketball game at Maca-
do’s in Blacksburg. A sports 
media and analytics student 
carries the pacing of each show 
as co-host and sets the scene 
for the game that is about to 
follow. 

One of the show’s three seg-
ments is dedicated to the stu-
dent sharing details about the 
opportunities and projects he 

or she is involved in as a part 
of the sports media and analyt-
ics major. It gives listeners an 
appreciation for the exciting 
talent emanating right from 
their own backyard in the New 
River Valley.

“Th is fantastic partnership 
with James and his crew gives 
our students on-air exposure in 
a live environment,” said Bill 
Roth, a professor of practice 
in the School of Communica-
tion. “A critical learning expe-
rience for our students occurs 
in the real world outside the 
classroom. Th is partnership is 
another valuable example of 
that.”

And the students treat it as 
such. Th e selected SMA co-
host for that day arrives an 
hour early, if not earlier, ready 
to lead the show.

“I try not to assume what 

they know and don’t know go-
ing into one of these things, 
but they’re just really impres-
sive,” Forrest said. “Not only 
the content and the broadcast-
ing part, but they’re impressive 
individuals. Everyone has been 
extremely prompt and very 
knowledgeable. Th at is what 
professional broadcasters do, 
and they are doing it.”

Th e Virginia Tech men’s 
basketball regular season has 
ended, but JT (as Forrest goes 
by on air), DreZ, and Nick 
Brown, a sophomore in sports 
media and analytics, will con-
tinue to host the tip-off  shows 
into and through the NCAA 
Tournament. 

“I’ve been so fortunate to 
work alongside New River Ra-
dio Group with high school 
football and now college 
basketball broadcasts,” said 

Brown, who also works as the 
play-by-play voice for Radford 
High School football. “Th ese 
opportunities provide an amaz-
ing chance to aspiring broad-
casters like myself to get real, 
live radio reps that you can’t 
replicate anywhere else.”

Besides Brown, Jack Bri-
zendine, Aidan Butler, Duke 
Durand, Carter Hill, Kyle 
Marchak, and Dan Steinbach 
were all involved with the Bear 
Tip Off  shows over the course 
of the 2021–22 basketball sea-
son.

“Th ese kids have such a spe-
cial program over there that 
they’re involved with,” Forrest 
said. “I think they know that, 
but they’re also taking the op-
portunity and really seizing it. 
It’s nice to see.”

Written by Cory Van Dyke

VT sports media and analytics students find 
promising partnership with local radio group
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Steve, the cowboy on the board 
of directors of the Mule Barn truck 
stop’s philosophy counter and 
world dilemma think tank, swears 
on his coff ee it happened.

“Tourist guy got off  the train the 
other day when I was in the city 
picking up a friend,” Steve said. “He 
asked me if I was a real cowboy, and 
I allowed I probably was because I 
wasn’t smart enough to get a real 
job. So he asked if I minded if he 
asked me some questions.”

Steve sipped his coff ee. “I said, 
‘Shoot’ and the guy says he won-
dered why we wore these big ol’ hats 
with the wide brims. So I explained 
to him they give us shade in sum-
mer and keep the rain and snow 
off  our faces and told him we could 
give the horse a drink by putting 
water in them. 

“Th en he thanked me and asked 
why we wore chaps. So I explained 
how they protected our legs from 
cactus and thorns, you know.

“He asked about wild rags like 
this one,” he said, touching the blue 
silk scarf around his neck. “I told 
him it fi ltered dust and we could 
tie our hats down with it in a high 
wind.”

“Sounds reasonable,” Doc said, 
“but I thought everybody knew 
that. Television and Westerns and 
all that.”

“Well, yeah,” Steve said. “Me, 
too. But I think this guy was from 
a city somewhere and didn’t watch 

TV or eat anything that ever had a 
pulse. Looked kinda puny. But he 
was real friendly.

“So then he asked me about sad-
dle horns. Wanted to know if they 
honk. Th is guy was really green, 
you know? He wanted to know 
about ropes and spurs, all kinds of 
questions like that. I did my best 
to answer him, too. Finally he says, 
‘Tell me why you cowboys always 
wear tennis shoes.’

“So I told him we didn’t want 

anyone thinking we were truck 
drivers.”

Even the truck drivers laughed at 
that one. Th en they threw cracker 
packets at Steve.

By Slim Randles

Brought to you by the book 
“Packing the Backyard Horse,” en-
abling you and your own Ol’ Snort 
to have some camping fun in the 
back country, available on Amazon.
com.
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Type of footwear
 5. Studies a lot all at once
10. Adventure story
14. Hundred thousand
15. Former U.S. Vice 
President
16. Ruler
17. Indian city
18. Similar
19. Ship as cargo
20. Volcanic craters
22. Boxing’s “GOAT”
23. Bullfi ghting maneuvers
24. London soccer team
27. Score perfectly
30. No (Scottish)
31. SoCal hoops team 
(abbr.)
32. Woman (French)
35. Unwanted attic “decor”
37. Peter Griffi n’s daughter
38. Broad, shallow crater
39. Large instruments
40. Low bank or reef

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

41. __ and Venzetti
42. Oil group
43. Father
44. Aggressive men
45. Pairs well with green
46. Travelers need it
47. Digital audiotape
48. Midway between northeast 
and east
49. Chemistry descriptor
52. S. China seaport
55. Sound unit
56. Heavy cavalry sword
60. Thick piece of something
61. Spa town in Austria
63. Boyfriend
64. Norse personifi cation of 
old age
65. Type of box
66. Tie together
67. Fiber from the coconut
68. Chicago mayor
69. Old English letters
CLUES DOWN
 1. Type of sauce

 2. Pattern of notes
 3. Plant with long 
seedpods
 4. Map out
 5. Numbers cruncher
 6. Make a mental con-
nection
 7. Italian tenor
 8. N. America’s highest 
mountain peak
 9. Witness
10. Arabic given name
11. Music awards
12. “ The Immoralist” 
author
13. Area units
21. Units of loudness
23. Political action com-
mittee
25. Bar bill
26. Witch
27. A theatrical performer
28. 2-door car
29. __ and fl owed
32. Papier-__, art 

medium
33. City in Georgia
34. Irregular
36. College sports conference
37. Angry
38. Partner to cheese
40. S. American mammal
41. Self-immolation by fi re 
rituals
43. Split pulses
44. Disfi gure
46. Cow noise
47. Erase
49. Chadic language
50. Reward for doing well
51. Paid TV
52. Millisecond
53. Other
54. Colombian city
57. Necklace part
58. Every one of two or more 
people
59. Regrets
61. They come after “A”
62. Horse noise

OPINION

Home Country

Virginia gas prices settle down
Average gasoline pric-

es in Virginia were un-
changed  in the last week, 
averaging $4.23/gMon-
day, March 14, accord-
ing to GasBuddy’s survey 
of 4,081 stations in Vir-
ginia. Prices in Virginia 
are 86.9 cents per gallon 
higher than a month ago 
and stand $1.48/g higher 
than a year ago.

According to Gas-

Buddy price reports, 
the cheapest station in 
Virginia was priced at 
$3.90/g Monday while 
the most expensive was 
$5.29/g, a diff erence of 
$1.39/g.

Th e national aver-
age price of gasoline was 
unchanged  in the last 
week, averaging $4.32/g 
Monday. Th e national 
average was up 83.6 cents 

per gallon from a month 
ago and stood $1.47/g 
higher than a year ago, 
according to GasBuddy 
data compiled from more 
than 11 million weekly 
price reports covering 
over 150,000 gas stations 
across the country.

“After a furious in-
crease in the national 
average over the last two 
weeks, the top appears 

to be in with average gas 
prices slowly starting to 
decline over the last few 
days,” said Patrick De 
Haan, head of petroleum 
analysts at GasBuddy. 
“While the decrease 
could be short-lived, it is 
nonetheless a well-need-
ed break from the large 
surge in gas prices we’ve 
experienced over the last 
few weeks. Th e situation 

remains fl uid, and esca-
lations remain very pos-
sible, if not likely. For 
now, a $4.50 per gallon 
national average is off  
the table, but it certainly 
could be a future possi-
bility as long as there is 
confl ict between Russia 
and Ukraine.”

GasBuddy is the au-
thoritative voice for 
gas prices and the only 

source for station-level 
data spanning nearly two 
decades. GasBuddy’s sur-
vey updates 288 times 
every day from the most 
diverse list of sources 
covering nearly 150,000 
stations nationwide, the 
most comprehensive and 
up-to-date in the coun-
try. GasBuddy data are 
accessible at http://pric-
es.GasBuddy.com.

fi le facts such as Gina’s being at a 
table, with friends, so not alone 
and dancing with a friend, so 
mathematically impossible in that 
timeline to have danced with both 
men as the story was told, and the 
ignored account of the two wom-
en who reported to the police that 
Gina had been being bothered, 
harassed, inside the Marriott. All 
ignored, just like the physical car 
evidence, specifi cally she ripped 
off  the inside driver’s door strap 
indicating that she had been ab-
ducted,” Bodmer said.

“And now, decades later, a book 
comes out that recaps the same old 
story as if it was Gina’s true story. 
It is not,” Bodmer said. “It is only 
how a conviction was secured. It 
is not Gina’s truth. And it is not 
only the people who lived the 
1980 nightmare that want Gina’s 
true story. It is now many, many 
people who do not like what they 
have read written about Gina. I re-
ceive messages all of the time from 
people new to this story telling 
me that as they read ‘Under the 
Trestle,’ something just does not 
add up.”

Peterson said he plans to release 
a special movie edition of his book 
that will include updates and re-
cent discoveries about the case. 

Bodmer believes her sister de-
serves better. 

“Th e book ‘Under the Trestle’ 
upon which this documentary will 
be based regurgitated the 1980 
narrative including many sto-
ries, ‘rumored information,’ that 
evolved throughout the summer 

without complete factual basis be-
cause the public was just not told 
everything that was in Gina’s fi le 
like reports by neighbors of hear-
ing gunshots at the lake house,” 
Bodmer said. “Th en the prosecu-
tion created the simplifi ed narra-
tive to secure a conviction, and it 
worked.”

But the old, composed narrative 
is not Bodmer’s biggest concern. 
Instead, she believes Peterson’s 
book sensationalized the Marriott 
scene beyond anything that was 
ever even told in 1980 as if the 
scene were written with a movie 
script in mind. 

“When I fi rst read the book 
‘Under the Trestle’ in March 2020 
as Gina’s sister, I was deeply sad-
dened to see what had been writ-
ten, knowing that this author 
knew about the women and the 
harassment of Gina, yet he still 
portrayed Gina as if her dancing 
stoked the fi re of her killer’s raw 
instincts,” Bodmer said. “As if Gi-
na’s dancing caused this killer to 
be attracted to her, as if Gina was 
just another Epperly ‘pick-up,’ a 
girl in agreement to be a one night 
stand further sensationalizing the 
1980 composed lies that Gina 
went willingly and happily with 
this man to a cabin to be with 
him. Th at is victim blaming.

“If this documentary, based on 
that book as they market it, por-
trays Gina as is written in that part 
of the story at the Marriott, then 
it should not be called a documen-
tary,” Bodmer said. “It should be 
in the fi ctional movie category.”

Th e Hall family shared their 
concerns with the fi lmmaker and 
the author in 2020. Bodmer does 
not and never will support the re-
telling of the same old story. She 
believes people deserve the truth.

“We do not see how Gina will be 
honored or accurately portrayed if 
the fi lm is based on the book ‘Un-
der the Trestle,’ or any of the 1980 
narrative without expanding upon 
the true facts of what really trans-
pired,” she said.

“Th is is not Gina’s story. It is 
wrong to continue to use her kill-
er’s story corroborated by lies as if 
it is the true story of Gina Hall as 
they proclaim.”

Bodmer had originally planned 
to pen a second book with more 
details into that horrifi c night, 
but now is changing its format to 
be more of a case narrative study 
book that will provide facts for 
those who continue to listen to 
the narrative as it was in 1980 
based only on what the public was 
allowed to know.

“It will be an educational tool to 
see how a case narrative came to be 
composed as it was in 1980. Th ese 
true crime folks can also delve in 
as deep as they want and fi nd the 
answers to what really transpired,” 
Bodmer said. 

Her plans call for the second 
book to be released over the In-
ternet and will be available in the 
near future. 

Work on the documentary will 
continue later this month, and its 
director hopes to release it later 
this year.

Gina Hall Documentary from page 1

said. Referring to a term used in the 
book, “When God Winks,” King said, 
“I really like the term that relates to 
situations like this as a Godwink, 
which basically is a way our Creator 
gives encouragement and assures us 
that we are on the right path. Some of 
them are small, daily occurrences and 
some, like this situation, can literally 
change your life.

“The opportunity to be the pas-
tor and servant-leader with the group 
of caring, loving people at Snowville 
Christian Church has been one of the 
biggest blessings of my life,” King said. 
“Just amazing folks that have opened 
their arms and heart to my wife and 
me, and words can’t begin to express 
our gratitude and love for them.”

When asked to share what King has 
been like as their pastor, some of the 
phrases and statements members of 
the congregation used include, “His 
messages are inspiring and Bible-
based, and he makes them relevant to 
our lives,” and, “Jerry is very enthu-
siastic and energetic when he shares 
from the Word,” and, “He truly loves 
and cares for people” and, “It’s just 
a miracle – or Godwink, as Jerry de-
scribes it - that he and our church 
were drawn together.”

Amanda Harbor said that after a 
large number of her family members 
attended and heard King speak for the 
first time at the Christmas Eve Ser-
vice and then returned home, she en-
joyed hearing them share how much 
they enjoyed his message, how he was 
so inspiring. She listened to all the 
compliments for a while, then smiled 
and said, “Yes, we have a pastor that 
rocks!”

And church member Dave Bry-
ant said, “I invite people to visit our 
church and hear Jerry. He has a God-

given talent for sharing the Word in 
an enthusiastic and easy-to-under-
stand way that teaches, challenges, 
encourages, and inspires us.”

King said he was very appreciative 
of the leadership opportunities and 
experiences he has been given ‘on the 
mission field of public education’ in 
several Southwest Virginia school dis-
tricts, most recently with the ‘awe-
some, dedicated educators in Radford 
City schools.’

He added that he understands a 
church is not about the pastor or the 
building, but the people are actually 
the church. In other words, ‘Don’t 
just GO to church – BE the church.’” 
At the same time, he feels Snowville 
Christian Church has the best of both 
worlds. The church facility itself is a 
beautiful, historical building that was 
built in the 1860’s with a very ‘wor-
shipful’ sanctuary. And that physical 
setting and the loving people who 
make up the church are what make it 
so unique and special.

King said, “I love what we are 
about, as stated on our church web-
site: We are here to ‘inspire hope, 
help grow your faith, and share God’s 
love with others.’ People are experi-
encing more stress and challenges in 
their lives today than ever before,” the 
Snowville pastor said. “And when they 
attend church, they need to hear the 
encouraging, positive, Good News of 
God’s love, forgiveness, and hope for a 
more abundant and fulfilling life. And 
we invite everyone to come and expe-
rience it with us.”

When someone commented that 
this amazing, life-changing event 
in King’s life and the church started 
with a scenic ride in the country, King 
smiled and quickly added, “Yes, and a 
huge Godwink!”

New Pastor from page 1
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Virginia Tech Rescue Squad recognized 
among top collegiate squads in the country

Th e Virginia Tech Res-
cue Squad was recently 
awarded gold recognition 
from the National Col-
legiate EMS Foundation 
EMS Ready Campus pro-
gram, one of only three 
collegiate rescue squads in 
the U.S. to earn this dis-
tinction during the 29th 
annual National Collegiate 
EMS Foundation Confer-
ence in Pittsburgh. 

EMS Ready Campus 
consists of three tiers of 
achievement — bronze, 
silver, and gold. Each tier 
builds upon a squad’s pre-
vious emergency medical 
services and management 
eff orts. Previously, Virginia 
Tech Rescue Squad held 
silver tier recognition since 
2018.

Five squad members 
were also recognized for 
delivering life-saving CPR 
on the Blacksburg campus.

Th e squad also received 
the 2022 Community En-
gagement Program of the 
Year Award which recog-
nizes eff orts by university 
emergency medical ser-
vices groups for creative, 
eff ective, and innovative 
programs that bolster 
community engagement. 
Th e Virginia Tech Rescue 
Squad was one of three 
collegiate rescue squads in 
the U.S. to win the Com-
munity Engagement Pro-
gram of the Year award. 

Th e squad’s many en-

Members of the Virginia Tech Rescue Squad pose with their awards at the 2022 National Collegiate EMS Foundation Conference. Photo 
courtesy of the Virginia Tech Rescue Squad.
gagement initiatives in-
clude management of 
the AED program on the 
Blacksburg campus, CPR 
and fi rst aid classes, par-
ticipation in university 
and regional public train-
ing exercises, emergency 
medical services support 
at Virginia Tech Athletics 

events, and many more.
Th e Virginia Tech 

Rescue Squad also part-
ners with local organiza-
tions like the COVID-19 
Crushers, Virginia Tech 
Panhellenic Council, and 
the Agape Center NRV 
around public health 
awareness campaigns, and 

collaborates closely with 
fi re, rescue, and police 
departments across the 
region to deliver services 
and community relations 
initiatives.

“Th e Virginia Tech 
Rescue Squad is proud to 
receive the highest recog-
nition from the National 

Collegiate EMS Founda-
tion and numerous other 
honors. Th e conference 
is a great opportunity for 
our squad to represent 
Virginia Tech on a nation-
al platform and to gather 
with many like-minded 
individuals from over 50 
collegiate rescue squads 

from across the country,” 
said Virginia Tech Res-
cue Squad Administrative 
Captain Lauren Yarnall, 
a senior majoring in Hu-
man Nutrition, Foods, 
and Exercise within the 
College of Agriculture and 
Life Sciences.

By Alexa Briehl

Chontadelia’s marimba-driven funk gives 
voice to Afro-Colombian stories and struggles

Celebrating and shar-
ing its culture and com-
munity through music, 
Colombian band Chon-
tadelia will have the au-
dience grooving in the 
aisles when it brings an 
exuberant, high-spirited 
party to the Moss Arts 
Center on Th ursday, 
March 24, at 7:30 p.m.

Th e performance will 
be held in the center’s 
Anne and Ellen Fife Th e-
atre, located within the 
Street and Davis Perfor-
mance Hall at 190 Alum-

ni Mall.
Chontadelia fuses two 

words: “chonta,” the 
wood that the marimba is 
made of, and “delia,” psy-
chedelic sounds. A seven-
piece band from Bogotá, 
Colombia, Chontadelia 
is centered on the Pacifi c 
coast’s Afro-Colombian 
culture, identity, and his-
tory, including the iconic 
“marimba de chonta,” a 
percussion instrument 
that not only creates 
beautiful, melodious 
notes, but serves as a 

symbol of Afro-Colom-
bian identity.

As a collective of aca-
demic and traditional 
musicians with broad 
musical knowledge and 
interests, Chontadelia 
has been making its mark 
since 2015. Its roots lay 
in a community-based 
arts organization work-
ing to preserve Pacifi c 
Coast culture in urban 
Bogotá. Chontadelia’s 
outspoken, marimba-
driven funk gives voice 
to its communities’ his-

PHOTO COURTESY OF CASH LION.Chontadelia performs onstage. 

tories, stories, struggles, 
and concerns.

“Th e capacity to enjoy, 
to have a good time, is 
not separate from what is 
happening to you, your 
country, your commu-
nity,” says Chontadelia’s 
bassist, Diego Agudelo 
Gómez. “Stand up, talk 
about the issues, dance.”

Chontadelia’s Blacks-
burg performance is the 
fi rst in a fi ve-week U.S. 
debut tour that includes 
stops in Lexington, Ken-
tucky; New Orleans; Al-
buquerque and Santa Fe, 
New Mexico; New York 
City; Washington, D.C.; 
and Lewisburg, Pennsyl-
vania.

Th e band is one of fi ve 
ensembles from Colom-
bia and Perú touring the 
U.S. this spring as part 
of Center Stage, a pub-
lic diplomacy program 
that has introduced and 
toured performing art-
ists from abroad in the 
United States since 2012. 
To date, 29 groups from 
Algeria, Egypt, Haiti, In-
donesia, Morocco, Paki-
stan, Tanzania, Ukraine, 
and Vietnam have made 
month-long tours from 
coast to coast.

Hosted by colleges 
and universities, festivals, 
music clubs, and cultural 
centers, Center Stage en-
sembles reach large cities 
and small towns. Th ey 
engage with communi-
ties onstage, off stage, and 
online through perfor-
mances, workshops, and 

discussions, artist-to-
artist exchanges, master 
classes, and community 
gatherings, and return 
home to share these ex-
periences with peers and 
fans.

Members of Chont-
adelia will connect with 
Virginia Tech students 
both in and outside 
of the classroom dur-
ing their visit. Th ey will 
meet with undergradu-
ate students in the po-
litical science course 
Global Latin American 
to discuss current aff airs 
in the ensemble’s native 
Colombia, and speak 
with students in a Span-
ish program course about 
their artistic and cultural 
infl uences. Chontadelia’s 
percussionists will coach 

Virginia Tech music 
students in the School 
of Performing Arts Per-
cussion Ensemble, and 
students in the Creativ-
ity and Innovation Dis-
trict living-learning pro-
grams will gather with 
the group for a night of 
acoustic music, storytell-
ing, and conversation.

Tickets for the perfor-
mance are $25 for gener-
al admission and $10 for 
Virginia Tech students 
and youth 18 and under. 
Tickets can be purchased 
online; at the Moss Arts 
Center’s box offi  ce, 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday 
through Friday, and 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday; 
or by calling 540-231-
5300 during box offi  ce 
hours.

Send community 

news and photos to 

communitynews

@ourvalley.org
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Send community news and photos 
to communitynews@ourvalley.org

ONLINE AUCTION
Ends Wednesday March 23rd @ 4 PM

Wooded Land for Sale in Willis VA!
TBD Easy Dr., Willis VA 24380

Bid Now at VaAuctionPro.com

102 S. Locust Street, 
Floyd, VA  24091
(540) 745-2005

VaAuctionPro.com
Lic# 2907004059

Contact – Broker & Auctioneer Matt Gallimore 
 at 540-239-2585 or email Gallimore.matt@gmail.com

You have the opportunity to purchase a great tract of land for sale in Willis 
VA. This property features +/- 26.384 acres of wooded land. This Floyd County 
property for sale is in a great location, just 15 minutes from the Town of Floyd 
and 30 minutes from Hillsville VA and Christiansburg VA. The land is wooded 
but has the potential for great building spots with some clearing. This 
property would also be great for hunting or recreational use

Terms:  10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to fi nal high bid to arrive at 
contract price. Earnest Money Deposit of $5,000 required day of sale. Close in 
30 days. Subject to seller confi rmation.  Property sold as is, where is with any 
and all faults. Download Bidder Pack at VaAuctionPro.com

Gilmore, Juanita 
Pearl Kincaid 

Juanita Pearl Kincaid 
Gilmore, 96, of Radford, 
died Wednesday, March 9, 
2022, at Commonwealth 
Senior Living in Radford.

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, Alva 
Wesley “Pete” Gilmore, 
and her sisters, Christine 
Wirt, Elouise Kitts, and 
Loretta Harris.  

Juanita was born in 
Covington, Va., to the late 
Gaye Louise Ross Kincaid 
and Buster Kincaid and was the oldest of 
eight children. Her family moved to the 
Belmont Community in Christiansburg 
in the early 1940’s.

She and Pete married June 12, 1943, 
and moved to Radford to start their fam-
ily and careers. Juanita and Pete both 
worked at Burlington Industries until 
their retirement.

Juanita was a longtime member of 
Radford Wesleyan Methodist church on 
Clement Street and was an active member 
of the Business and Professional Women’s 
club of Radford.

She is survived by three sons and 
daughters-in-law, Th omas Wesley Gilm-

ore and wife Diane of 
Radford, David Wright 
Gilmore and wife Nancy 
of Concord, N. C., and 
Ronald Wayne Gilmore 
and wife Mary Susanna 
“Sweetsie” of Radford; 
brothers Johnny Kincaid 
and Bobby Kincaid; sis-
ters Jannie Trussell, Hazel 
Slusher, and Betty Hens-
dill; 10 grandchildren and 
21 great-grandchildren, 
and many other relatives 

and friends.
Th e family would like to thank Com-

monwealth Senior Living and Hospice 
for their love and care.

Th e family received friends on Sat-
urday, March 12, 2022, at the Mullins 
Funeral Home in Radford. Funeral ser-
vices followed with Pastor Gale Janofski 
offi  ciating. Interment followed in Sunrise 
Burial Park in Radford.

In lieu of fl owers, please consider a do-
nation to Christ Wesleyan Church, 525 
Harkrader St., Christiansburg, VA 24073.

Th e Gilmore family is in the care of 
Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory in 
Radford. www.mullinsfuneralhome.com.

Helms, Alleta Jo Olinger
Alleta Jo Olinger 

Helms, 89, of Chris-
tiansburg, passed away 
on Dec. 29, 2021, at her 
home with family and 
friends.

She was a woman 
of faith, a good wife, 
mother, grandmother, 
great-grandmother and a 
great-great-grandmoth-
er, five generations in 
all.

She was preceded 
in death by her husband, Hobart 
Harless Helms; her mother, Adele 
Olinger Ballard; her father, Howard 
Olinger; and her stepfather, Randall 
Ballard.

Surviving are her children, Barry 
and Francine Helms and Wanda 
and Gary Proco; sisters Shirley O. 

Aiken and Sarah B. 
Keagles; a brother, 
Randall Ballard; five 
grandchildren; six 
great-grandchildren; 
one great-great-grand-
child, Paige Proco; and 
two special nieces.

The family extends 
thanks to exceptional 
caregivers Janet Carr-
Hunt, Marie Bentley, 
Regina Naff, Rhonda 
Perdue, and Cindy, 

and Angie.
A memorial service will be sched-

uled at a later date.
In lieu of flowers, the family asks 

for donations to be made in her 
memory to Belmont Christian 
Church, 1500 Peppers Ferry Road, 
Christiansburg, VA 24073.

Linkous, Curtis Hubert
On Saturday, March 12, 2022, Cur-

tis Hubert Linkous, 90, awoke as he al-
ways did, giving thanks for another day. 
At 11:45 a.m. he was happy to leave 
this world when the Lord called him 
into his eternal care with loved ones by 
his side. 

Curtis was born May 16, 1931, to 
Fred and Cannie Linkous. He raced 
a 1936 Ford Coupe with the number 
“B29” at Victory Stadium in Roanoke. 
Curtis served in the National Guard in 
the 29th Infantry Division based out of 
Fort Belvoir, Va.

He worked in the Merrimac Coal 
Mines and then became a painter at the 
Radford Army Ammunition Plant. Af-
ter an early retirement, he spent a lot 
of time going to Virginia Tech Hokie 
football games and playing golf with his 
cherished friends.

One of the most important things in 
Curtis’s life was his walk with the Lord. 
He was a member of Merrimac Pente-
costal Holiness Church and served as a 
deacon and the Sunday school Superin-
tendent for many years.

Curtis was preceded in death by his 
beloved wife, Robertine Kipps Linkous 
(“Bobbie”); a still-born daughter; a son 
Mason Lee Linkous II; his father, Fred, 
his mother Cannie, a brother, Mason, 

and a sister, Rachel.
He is survived by his son and daugh-

ter-in-law, Chester and Debbie Link-
ous of Christiansburg; granddaughters 
and spouses Ginger and Tim Cromer of 
Christiansburg, Dottie and Todd Burris 
of Salem, and Jennifer and Greg Priddy 
of Greensboro, N.C.; great-grandchil-
dren Cassidy, Kaylyn (Adam Simones) 
and Caleb Cromer; Laci, Marley, and 
Garrison Burris; and Logan, Parker, 
and Tyler Priddy; and his sisters and 
spouses Claremont and Bob Yates and 
Maxine and June Cook.

Curtis dearly loved his nieces, Dana 
Sutphin, Kay Allen, Joy Palmer, and 
Michelle Wooddell, like they were his 
very own; and three honorary grand-
daughters, April Clark, Holly Gray, and 
Taylor Wooddell. Curtis is also survived 
by many extended family members, his 
church family, and dear friends. 

Th e family received friends on Tues-
day, March 15, 2022, at McCoy Funer-
al Home in Blacksburg and the funeral 
followed, conducted by the Rev. Rich-
ard Hall, and the Rev. Clayton Kipps 
with special speaker Kim Dix. Burial 
was at Roselawn Memorial Gardens. 
Pallbearers were Tim Cromer, Todd 
Burris, Mark Moore, Sheryl Sutphin, 
Tim Allen, and Larry Wooddell. 

OBITUARIES

RU professor combines passions at Radford, 
plans Women’s History Month 2022

After 11 years at Radford Uni-
versity, Anja Whittington can-
not imagine working anywhere 
else. With the various fields of 
study offered at the university, 
Whittington has the resources 
and support to pursue action in 
both of her passions: the great 
outdoors and women’s studies.

Soon after her job interview 
with the Department of Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism, Whit-
tington knew Radford Univer-
sity would be her new home.

“I fell in love with the natural 
environment at Radford Univer-
sity,” Whittington said.

However, the atmosphere at 
Radford University was not all 
that caught her eye. Whitting-
ton knew that the programs of-
fered were too good to pass up.

“The fact that I can combine 
my two passions of outdoor rec-
reation and women’s studies and 
work at a mid-size school that 
offers both types of programs is 
an anomaly,” she said. “We are 
lucky to have both disciplines at 
Radford University.”

In addition to her work with 
recreation, parks and tourism, 
Whittington is also the director 
of the women’s and gender stud-
ies program, a role she proudly 
took on in 2021. In that posi-
tion, she plays a key role in the 
celebration of Women’s His-
tory Month, held nationally 

every March. It’s an event that 
she looks forward to each year, 
and for this year’s celebrations, 
Whittington has organized all 
the upcoming March events, in-
cluding a few special ones. 

The first event kicking off 
Women’s History Month was 
an interactive panel presenta-
tion titled “Highly Marketable 
but Not Respected,” on Tuesday, 
March 1, at 5 p.m. The discus-
sion shared the perspectives of 
black educators and the difficul-
ties they have faced in their field. 
The event was offered both in 
person at Peters Hall’s Teaching 
Resource Center and on Zoom.

“Period Pals” is another panel 
presentation to be hosted by the 
Women’s Studies Club in Heth 
Hall 22 or on Zoom Thursday, 
March 17, at 3 p.m. The panel 
will discuss its community ser-
vice project and have a larger 
conversation about menstrua-
tion acceptance.

Radford’s Women’s History 
Month will culminate in a cel-
ebration on Tuesday, March 31, 
in the Hemphill Hall atrium 
with support from the provost’s 
office. This celebration will ac-
knowledge lifetime achievement 
award winners Mary Ferrari, 
professor emeritus of history, 
and Moira Baker, retired profes-
sor of English, as well as gradu-
ating students from the women’s 

Radford University professor Anja Whittington has two great passions in her life, the great 
outdoors and women’s studies.

and gender studies program. 
Additionally, a donation will 
be made to the local Wom-
en’s Resource Center.

Whittington hopes these 
events will promote change, 
connection among others 
and the acknowledgment of 
women’s issues in society.

This year marks the 21st 
anniversary of the Radford’s 
women’s and gender studies 
program, which offers an in-
terdisciplinary minor to stu-
dents.

“This minor prepares stu-

dents on social justice issues 
and prepares them to articu-
late systemic challenges that 
individuals face,” Whitting-
ton said. “Due to its inter-
disciplinary focus, students 
can apply this knowledge to 
their future careers and their 
everyday lives.”

Whittington is enthusi-
astic about all the opportu-
nities she has been able to 
participate in and create for 
others since her arrival 11 
years ago.

“Radford University has 

given me the opportunity 
to work in two subject areas 
that are of significant impor-
tance to me: Gender Studies 
and Outdoor Recreation,” 
Whittington said. “Serving 
in the role of the director of 
women’s and gender studies 
in addition to my position 
as a professor has challenged 
me and given me the op-
portunity to learn, grow and 
work with various depart-
ments across campus. We 
have phenomenal resources 
at Radford.”
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STATEWIDE ADSSTATEWIDE ADS

AUCTIONS 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Advertise 
your upcoming auctions statewide 
and in other states. Affordable Print 
and Digital Solutions reaching your 
target audiences. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia Press Serv-
ices 804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” landonc@
vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Sen-
ior & Military Discounts. Call 1-877-
614-6667

GENERAC Standby Generators pro-

vide backup power during utility pow-
er outages, so your home and family 
stay safe and comfortable. Prepare 
now. Free 7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a free quote 
today! Call for additional terms and 
conditions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down Financ-
ing Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. Call 1-833-
688-1378

LIVESTOCK SALES
G&E Virginia Premium Assured 
Heifer/Cow Sale. March 26th, 2022 

12:00 noon. G&E Test Center Gret-
na, VA. Call George Winn at 434-
489-4458.

RECRUITMENT
HIRING? We can help you  ll your 
open positions! Promote job listings 
regionally or statewide! Affordable 
Print and Digital Advertising Solu-
tions reaching potential candidates. 
Call this paper or Landon Clark at Vir-
ginia Press Services 804-521-7576,  
HYPERLINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.
net” landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, $395+$86 
court cost. WILLS-$225.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. Hilton Oliver, 
Attorney (Facebook). 757-490-0126. 

Se Habla Espanol. BBB Member.  
HYPERLINK “https://hiltonoliverat-
torneyva.com” https://hiltonoliverat-
torneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral and other  nal expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 
844-509-1697 or visit  HYPERLINK 
“http://www.Life55plus.info/vapress” 
www.Life55plus.info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim
independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting bat-
tery of Inogen One. Free information
kit! Call 888-608-4974

Yard Sales - Craig 
County

Indoor Yard Sale 

Yard Sales - 
Botetourt County

Moving/Estate Sale 

Estate Sale  

Auctions

PUBLIC NOTICE 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Wanted - To Buy
Cash paid 

Coin Collections 
Or Indian artifacts 

540-988-2420 

Help Wanted - 
General

Quality Inn Radford 

Part Time 
Newspaper 

Production Help 

Legals - City of 
Radford

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

OF PROPERTY 
1564 Alleghany 
Spring Road, 

Shawsville, VA  
20158 

 

II. NOTICE OF 
INTENT TO 
PURCHASE 

GOODS, SERVICES 
OR EQUIPMENT    

FOR THE CITY OF 
RADFORD, 
VIRGINIA. 

Legals - City of 
Radford

Legals - City of 
Salem

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. CL22000168-00 

LEGAL NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

 March 
31, 2022,  3:30pm  
Community Room at the 
Salem Civic Center, 1001 
Roanoke Boulevard

(1)A dilapidated structure 
located at 17 7th Street 
Street, Salem, Virginia 
(Tax Map # 184  2  2). 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time Off er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and 

activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 

terms and conditions.   

Get the most 
out of your lawn 
this spring.

1-855-942-6217

50%
OFF*

Your First 
Application

Save now with

SCHEDULE YOUR 
APPOINTMENT TODAY!

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

Located on Rt.60 in Amherst County, this beautiful property borders the Nat’l 
Forest and boasts 1.5 miles of trout stream running thru it!  Bid live or online.
Details at  VAAF501

AUCTION
Wed, May 12, 12:30pm 
at the Train Station,
414 Washington St,
Altavista, VA
228 Acres
on Leesville Lake

ABSOLUTE LAND
AUCTION

200 Acres200 Acres  on the on the Pedlar RiverPedlar River

Fri, Mar.18, 12:30pm at Hilton Garden Inn,
4025 Wards Rd, Lynchburg, VA

1.5Mi of River Front in Amherst Co.

STATEWIDE ADS

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

OF PROPOSED 
BOND ISSUE 

BY THE TOWN OF 
VINTON, VIRGINIA 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Case No. JJ004883-09-00 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

STATEWIDE ADS
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To place a classi  ed ad, 
call 540-389-9355 

Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES 
DIRECTORY

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

around here,
Buyers & Sellers
trust
Dayna

The best place to 
find it, sell it, 

buy it, and 
announce it.

Find a job in your 
special field, or find the 

help you need.

Get rid of the old rattletrap 
while it still runs

Opportunity is knocking 
loud and clear.

389-9355

House-hunting 
couldn’t be easier.

WE NOW OFFER NEW TAILLIGHTS! COME CHECK OUT OUR PRICES!

Robert Cox
341 Walnut Avenue
Vinton, VA 24179

Sonny Arrington
800-982-8778

Phone: (540) 982-8777

We sell used cars, bedliners, wheels, truck covers & boxes.
Plus many other new & used parts - for every make of car!

The Radio Home
of the World Champion

Atlanta Braves
www.foxradioroanoke.com    

(540) 343-7109

JOHN’S CAMERAS & RECORDS 
213 Draper Rd. NW,  Downtown Blacksburg      

   

WE BUY USED VINYL RECORDS 
We pay top dollar for good classic rock vinyl records

WE BUY CAMERAS
We buy 35 mm and medium format cameras

25 Wendover Road, 
Daleville, VA 24083

LARRY DEW, REALTOR®

Email:
dewsauction@aol.com

+40 years Land Management, Farming, 
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service(retired) 

Mobile: 540.968-0544
433 E. Ridgeway St., Clifton Forge,Va

Specializing in: Residential w/acreage
  Farms - Recreation Land

~ BUY OR SELL FOR YOU ~
CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com 

SHERRYE
FLESHMAN

REALTOR
Each office is independently
owned and operated
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Virginia Tech basket-
ball coach Mike Young 
admits his team was in 
a dark place after going 
2-6 in the team’s early 
Atlantic Coast Confer-
ence schedule. But just 
like the song “Enter 
Sandman” would be in 
reverse, the team rose 
out of the darkness to 
become this year’s tour-
nament champ, punch-
ing their ticket for the 
NCAA dance.

The “shock in awe” 
Young-style rolled 
through two of the con-
ference’s and country’s 
top teams in North 
Carolina and Duke. 
The Hokies were at a 
height disadvantage in 
almost every game, but 
a swarming defense and 
a rim-attacking offense 
changed all of that.

The Hokies have done 
it. Virginia Tech capped 
off a thrilling run in 
Brooklyn with an 82-
67 win over top-seed-
ed Duke to claim the 
2022 ACC Tournament 
Championship. Young’s 
squad engineered a his-
toric turnaround to 
clinch an automatic bid 
to the Big Dance that 
will go down as one of 
the most impressive runs 
in league history.

Young said after cut-
ting the nets on Saturday 
that this was a special 
thing for Blacksburg, 
for Southwest Virginia, 
for the state of Virginia. 
“They’ll always remem-
ber this, this team,” the 
head coach said.

Television analyst and 
former Louisville star 
Luke Hancock said at 
the start of the season 
that Virginia Tech was 

a team that could make 
a run for the conference 
crown. Well, they did, 
and Hancock might look 
like a genius right about 
now.

Keva Aluma and Jus-
tin Mutts played key 
roles in getting this team 
to where they were Sat-
urday night. But the big-
gest MVP was Hunter 
Cattoor, who lit it up 
from behind the arc. His 
defense also played a key 
role in helping the team 
to the championship 
belt. He was a rock star.

This team deserves the 
title and so much more. 
Young and his staff have 
stepped up to the plate 
and done a great job.

They did not gain 
much respect despite 
all this success. So they 
will have carry the term 
“underdog” into the Big 
Dance.

Now the Hokies will 
wait for the next chapter 
and the Final 64 tourna-
ment. Tech was named a 
No.-11 seed in the East 
Region Sunday evening 
and will face No. 6 Texas 
in Milwaukee on Friday.

The women’s basket-
ball team is also headed 
to the NCAA champion-
ships. The Hokies (23-9, 
13-5) will be the No. 5 
seed in the Spokane re-
gion, playing 12th-seed-
ed Florida Gulf Coast 
(29-2, 15-1 ASUN) on 
Friday, March 18, in 
College Park, Md.

Good luck to both 
squads as Virginia Tech 
has become known as a 
“basketball school.”

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Montgomery Sports

Virginia Tech arrived at the 
summit of its ACC Tourna-
ment climb Saturday night in-
side the Barclays with an 82-67 
defeat of top-seeded Duke in 
the tournament fi nals.

Hunter Cattoor picked a for-
tuitous time to have the best 
game of his career. Th e junior 
sharpshooter scored 31 points, 
hitting seven of nine shots from 
beyond the arc. 

Virginia Tech led for over 30 
minutes of the championship 
game, mirroring the domina-
tion that it showed throughout 
much of the tournament. In the 
course of the game, the Hokies 
repeated the elite shooting per-

formance that had carried them 
to the fi nals.

Cattoor and  Keve Aluma, 
who had 19 points, were a 
handful for the Blue Devil de-
fense.

Elite 3-point shooting aside, 
the Hokies reached the cham-
pionship contest by bring-
ing intensity to all aspects of 
its game, specifi cally defense. 
Th roughout the game, the 
Hokies matched the outsized 
Duke front court on the boards, 
pulling down 37 rebounds to 
Duke’s 36. Th e Hokies gener-
ated 10 turnovers and turned 
them into 14 points.

On Th ursday and Friday, 

Virginia Tech took the fl oor 
against higher-seeded opposi-
tion in Notre Dame and North 
Carolina, but the experienced 
Hokie squad weathered all that 
the Fighting Irish and the Tar 
Heels threw at them. 

Th e Hokies’ run was a refl ec-
tion of the squad that made it. 
In a team that featured the same 
starting lineup all season – a 
lineup composed of four players 
that weren’t even committed to 
play high-major college hoops – 
consistency won games.

Saturday night, both teams 
began by shooting lights out, 
heading into the fi rst media 
timeout a combined 11-15 

from the fl oor with the Hokies 
leading 14-12. But after that, 
Virginia Tech went fi ve minutes 
and 49 seconds without scoring 
until Hunter Cattoor drove for 
a layup. Cattoor shot 5 for 7 
from the fi eld in the fi rst half, 
accumulating 17 points.

Tech’s lead grew to as many 
as seven points before fi nishing 
the fi rst half with a 42-39 lead.. 

Th e Hokies came out fi ring 
again in the second half, specifi -
cally Cattoor, who scored nine 
of Tech’s fi rst 13 points in the 
half. Th e teams traded baskets 
once Virginia Tech assumed an 
eight-point lead with fouls be-
coming more commonplace as 

the half pwent on. 
Cattoor continued to pro-

vide points while Justyn Mutts 
and Keve Aluma  made plays 
on both ends of the fl oor. Na-
hiem Alleyne and Storm Mur-
phy were poised under pressure 
and contributed as Tech pulled 
away in the last half for the 82-
67 win.

Th e win marked Tech’s fi rst 
ACC Tournament champion-
ship and the program’s fi rst 
tournament crown since win-
ning the Metro trophy in 1979.

Cattoor’s 11 fi eld goals and 
seven 3-pointers were both sin-
gle-game records for Tech play-
ers in the ACC Tournament.

Auburn boys win state championship

The Auburn Eagles are the 1A state champions. Pictured (from left) are athletic trainer Maggie Burton, 
assistant coach Mike Royal, Bryce DeHart, head coach Terry Millirons, Bryce Gill, Chase Sutphin, Andrew 
Tickle, Michael Wilson, Tyler Sparrer, Coahan Gordon, Ethan Millirons, Samuel Dunca, Jaxon Warren, Nike 
Millirons, and assistant coaches Jamie Warren, Randy Gordon and Ben Kratz.

Storm Murphy celebrates with his Hokie teammates after they claimed the ACC 
championship  by winning the conference tournament this past weekend in Brooklyn.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF VT ATHLETICS
Hunter Cattoor called winning the ACC tournament a “dream” as he looked to the 
confetti falling from the ceiling. He scored 31 points in the final game against Duke.

Virginia Tech dominates in winning ACC tourney

Hokies climb out 
of the darkness

From the 
Sidelines

Marty 
Gordon

The Eagles celebrate the state championship at the buzzer of Saturday’s game at the Seagal Center in 
Richmond.

PHOTOS BY ASHLEY AKERS
Auburn senior Ethan Millirons gets knocked down but keeps control of the ball in the Eagles’ win. He finished 
with eight points in the contest.



Page 10 • Wednesday, March 16, 2022 • News Messenger www.ourvalley.org

Send community 
news and photos to 

communitynews
@ourvalley.org

Items:
1. 2009 John Deere 6430, 4 Wheel 
Drive Power Quad, 120 HP Motor 
111 PTO, Cab Heat and Air, 673 Self 
Leveling Loader, 2 set Hydraulic 
Hookups 1197 Hr, 18.4/R38 Fire-
stone Tires; L06430H596598
2. 1991 John Deere 4255, 120 HP 
120 PTO Quad Transmission, 4167 
Hrs, Rear Tires 18.4/R38, Front Coun-
ter Weight, 2 Hydraulic Hookups, 
Cab Heat and Air; Ready to go work; 
RW4255H003583
3. 1986 John Deere 2950, 85 HP 
18.4/R34 Rear Tires, 2 New Front 
Tires, High-Low 8 Speed Transmis-
sion, 6200 Hrs 2 Post Canopy; Dual 
Hydraulic Hookups; L02950T571602 
4. 630 John Deere Moco Mower-
Conditioner Disc Cutter 
5. Kuhn GF 5 1001 4 Head Tedder
6. Kuhn 8 Wheel Rake SR 108
7. 2004 John Deere 467 Mega Wide 
Round Baler with Monitor, 4,372 
Bales (real nice)
8. Woods 3180 Batwing Bush Hog 
(in good shape)

LIVE FARM EQUIPMENT AUCTION
SATURDAY, MARCH 26TH AT 10 AM

3548 Dairy Rd, Christiansburg VA 24073
William Ford Teel Estate known as Billy Ford Teel

102 S. Locust Street, 
Floyd, VA  24091
(540) 745-2005

VaAuctionPro.com
Lic# 2907004059

Contact – Barry Muse, Auctioneer, Lic.#2907002679 
at 540-875-6432 or email brlanda@swva.net

Terms:  Cash or good check day of sale. All items being sold “as is, where is”.  
Please do not stop at site except on preview dates out of respect for the family.

9. Onan 3pt Hitch Generator
10. Johnson 135 Gallon Boomless 
Sprayer 3pt Hitch
11. John Deere 8ft Scraper Blade 
with Hydraulic Cylinder (in real good 
shape)
12. 3pt Hitch Bale Spear
13. Shaver Post Driver Hydraulic 10 in
14. Set of Wheel and Tires - 
LT245/75R16
15. Quick Attach Front Bale Spear
16. John Deere Model 953 4 Wheel 
Wagon 16ft Bed
17. 1998 Eby 20ft Aluminum Cattle 
Trailer Maverick
18. John Deere 225 Disc 8ft
19. 2001 Ram 2500, V8 Magnum, 5 
Speed Manual Transmission, 4 Wheel 
Drive, 8ft Bed, 81,512 Miles with 
Electric Wench and Bale Spear
20. Craftsman 5 HP 33 Gallon Air 
Compressor
21. Platform Scales
22. Jeff rey Cider Press
23. Dodge Tail Gate
24. 250 Gallon Oil Tank

Blue Ridge Land
& Auction Co., Inc

Preview Dates: Saturday, March 19th from 9 AM - 4 PM 
and Friday March 25th from Noon to 3 PM

Jordin Harris, a stand-
out soccer player at Chris-
tiansburg High School, 
has announced plans to 
continue her playing ca-
reer in the fall at South 
Carolina State.

She currently is the 
captain of the girls’ team 
at CHS and was All-
Region Second-Team for 
the 2021 season.  Harris 
has also played on seven 
travel teams and a variety 
of clubs in large showcase 
tournaments.

Harris said she chose 
SC State for two reasons: 
the culture and the ability 
to make a diff erence.

“SCSU’s soccer pro-
gram is facing a journey of 
rebuilding, and I saw this 
as a perfect opportunity to 
be a part of a larger story 
to pave the way for other 
girls that will come to this 
school to play soccer,” she 
said. “In addition, I will 
be able to make a name 
for myself and be a part of 
something huge. Second-
ly, the school is classifi ed 
as a historically black col-
lege or university, so I will 
be a part of a culturally 
rich environment. I will 
be surrounded by those 
who share similar physi-
cal traits as me and will be 

able to embrace that side 
of me even further and 
louder. 

South Carolina State 
University is a pub-
lic, land-grant univer-
sity in Orangeburg, S.C., 
with a current enroll-
ment of 2,695. In athlet-
ics, the school is a charter 
member of the Mid-East-
ern Athletic Confer-
ence (MEAC).

Harris was the Most 
Valuable Player as an 
eighth grader on the 
high school junior varsity 
squad and became captain 
and a four-year letter win-
ner in high school. With 
her club, Valley AFC 03 
Girls Green, she won the 
Virginia State Cup title in 
2021. Th e SC State staff  
feels Harris will provide 
depth to the Bulldogs at-
tack.

Academically, this 
May, she will receive both 
her associates degree and 
an advanced diploma 
through a dual enrollment 
program in high school. 

Second-year SC State 
coach Patrick Horne has 
rebuilt the women’s pro-
gram with a young, tal-
ented, and enthusiastic 
recruiting class of 10 new 
signees and one transfer. 

Th e new-look women’s 
soccer team will fi eld 17 
players with various geo-
graphic backgrounds dur-
ing the 2022 season after 
fi nishing 2-11 this past 
year.

Harris said her goal for 
the fi eld is to help boost 
the college’s program and 
get people excited about 
the South Carolina State 
women’s soccer program.  

“I hope to work with 
my team as seamlessly 
as possible and have a 
successful season,” Har-
ris said. “Additionally, I 
hope to use my best traits 
such as my speed and 
fi eld vision to push the 
attack on the fi eld and 
help the team’s goal as a 
whole. Lastly, I genuinely 
hope to just become a 
better player through the 
whole process and to learn 
so much more about the 
game while experiencing 
it at a diff erent level.”

Harris expects to play 
in the attacking midfi eld 
or on the right side of the 
fi eld. “In both positions I 
have the ability to make 
aggressive attacking plays 
up the fi eld,” she said.  

Harris plans on major-
ing in political science at 
SC State.  

FILE PHOTO
Christiansburg’s Jordin Harris controls the ball during last week’s soccer jamboree 
at Blacksburg High School. 

CHS soccer standout Jordin Harris to play at SC State

Hokies claim national titles at indoor 
track and field championships

past weekend’s NCAA 
national championships.

Lindsey Butler 
clinched Tech’s second 
national championship 
of the weekend Saturday 
night, fi nishing fi rst in 
the women’s 800m fi -
nal with a facility-record 
time of 2:01.37. But-
ler, who ran the fastest 
NCAA 800m of the in-
door season at the ACC 
Championships, set a 
new Birmingham Cross-
Plex record with her 
title-winning run. Th e 
junior from Corning, 
N.Y., earned the Hokies’ 
fi rst national 800m title, 
indoors or outdoors, and 
clinched 10 more crucial 
team points for Tech. 

Following Rachel Bax-
ter’s national champion-
ship in the pole vault 
Friday night, the fi rst in 
Hokie history, Butler’s 
win gave the Hokies their 
19th individual NCAA 
title in program history. 
Her title also marked the 
fi rst in Assistant Coach 
Bob Phillips storied ca-
reer. Phillips has guided 
the VT pole vaulters to 
53 All-American honors 
and 38 ACC titles, more 
than any other school in 
the conference, and now 
has a national title to 
show for his successful 
37 years as the coach of 
Tech’s pole vault group.

 With her record-set-
ting run, Butler earned 
the fourth All-American 
honor of her career. Her 
NCAA title marked the 
third championship she 
has won this season, after 
she defended her 800m 
ACC title and anchored 
the Hokies’ distance 
medley relay to the win 
at this year’s ACC Cham-
pionships. 

Butler’s and Baxter’s 

national championships 
meant that the past week-
end was the fi rst time in 
Virginia Tech history 
that the Hokies have won 
multiple titles at the same 
NCAA Indoor Cham-
pionships and was only 
the third time in school 
history that Tech had 
claimed multiple titles at 
the same national meet. 
In 2011 the Hokies swept 
the hammer throw out-
doors as Dorotea Haba-
zin and Alexander Ziegler 
won the women’s and 
men’s competitions, and 
in 2010 Queen Harrison 
became the fi rst woman 
in NCAA history to win 
the 100m hurdles and 
400m hurdles at the same 
outdoor championships. 

Also during Satur-
day’s competition, An-
tonio Lopez Segura 
recorded the highest 
fi nish by a Hokie in the 
men’s 3,000m at nation-
als, crossing the line in 
sixth place with a time of 
8:00.70 for fi rst team All-
American honors.

Th e ACC champion in 
the triple jump, Victoria 
Gorlova took home an 
eighth-place fi nish and 
fi rst-team All-American 
honors for the Hokies 
with her best mark on the 
day at 13.41m.

Two more All-Amer-
ican honors are head-
ing back to Blacksburg 
with Jake Spotswood 
and Chauncey Chambers 
will bring two more All-
American honors back to 
Blacksburg after Satur-
day’s events. Spotswood 
wrapped up his champi-
onship with the second 
day of the heptathlon, 
tying his season best 
of 5.16m in the pole 
vault before running the 
1,000m to fi nish

in 11th place overall in 
the competition. Cham-
bers claimed the fi rst All-
American recognition of 
his career, fi nishing 15th 
in the men’s triple jump 
with his best leap of 
15.13m. 

Joining Baxter on the 
pole vault podium in Bir-
mingham was Julia Fix-
sen, who earned bronze 
in the competition with 
her clearance of 4.46m. 
Fixsen’s instant impact as 
a Hokie has been invalu-
able since she joined Tech 
from Georgia as the ju-
nior improved eight spots 
on her 11th-place fi nish 
from 2021 and earned 
fi rst team All-American 
honors. 

Earlier in the day, three 
Hokies posted strong re-
sults in the women’s and 
men’s weight throws. Re-
becca Mammel fi nished 
seventh in the women’s 
competition, earning fi rst 
team All-America and 
two team points with 
her heave of 22.73m. 
Th e 2022 ACC cham-
pion picked up her sec-
ond straight All-Ameri-
can honor in the weight 
throw, fi nishing eighth in 
2021. Sara Killinen and  
Alexios Prodanas both 
earned second team All-
American honors in the 
event with Killinen fi n-
ishing 15th and Prodanas 
16th to claim national 
awards.

 Closing out the night 
for the Hokies was the 
distance medley relay 
squad of Hannah Bal-
lowe, Star Price, Grace 
Boone, and Leigha To-
rino. In a loaded fi eld of 
dominant DMR squads, 
the Hokies fi nished 10th 
as all four women earned 
second team All-Ameri-
can honors.

Virginia Tech’s track 
and fi eld teams earned 
two NCAA titles and 14 

All-American honors and 
fi nished in sixth place 
on the women’s side for 

the highest indoor place-
ment in the history of the 
women’s program at this 
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