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Forest Service 
Blacksburg 
shooting range to 
close temporarily

Th e Blacksburg Shoot-
ing Range in the Eastern 
Divide Ranger District of 
the George Washington 
and Jeff erson National 
Forests will be temporarily 
closed from Monday, July 
25, through Monday, Au-
gust 1, 2022, for mainte-
nance and repair work.

“Th e shooting range 
is one of our busiest rec-
reation sites and has ac-
cumulated wear and tear 
over time that needs to be 
addressed,” said District 
Ranger Beth Christensen. 
“Th ank you to our commu-
nity members and groups 
who are working with us 
to keep the facility orderly, 
safe, and pleasant for its us-

ers.”
Th e district is working 

with local community vol-
unteers to complete several 
work projects that will im-
prove visitors’ experience at 
the range. Projects include 
trash cleanup, grading the 
range, parking area and 
access road improvement, 
treatment of encroaching 
non-native plant vegeta-
tion, placing boulders to se-
cure range perimeters, and 
resetting and leveling gates 
at the entrance to the range.

Anyone seeking to vol-
unteer to assist with any of 
these activities can contact 
Eastern Divide District 
Ranger Beth Christensen at 
540-552-4641.

COVID-19 cases, 
deaths rise in Virginia’s 
nursing homes for 
second straight month

New data indicate rates 
of COVID-19 cases and 
deaths in America’s nurs-
ing homes, including those 
in Virginia,  rose substan-
tially in June for the second 
month in a row, ending sev-
eral months of decline from 
the peak of the initial Omi-
cron wave in January 2022 
and heightening concerns 
that a new surge is upon us.

Th e rate of nursing home 
resident deaths nationwide 
increased by more than 
50% in the four-week pe-
riod ending June 19, ac-
cording to AARP’s Nursing 
Home COVID-19 Dash-
board, with more than 750 
resident deaths reported. 

In Virginia resident 
deaths were up from a rate 
of .04 per 100 residents 
in the previous four-week 
period ending May 22, to 
.06 in the four-week period 
ending June 19.   Since the 
beginning of the pandemic, 
more than 3,000 nursing 
home residents in Virginia 
have died from COVID-19.

Furthermore, the rate of 
resident cases nationwide 
increased by 27%, com-
pared to the previous four 
weeks, according to the 
dashboard while the rate of 
staff  cases nationwide in-
creased by 42% during the 
same reporting period.

Nursing home resident 
cases in Virginia were up 
from a rate of 2.74 per 100 
residents in the previous 
four-week period ending 

May 22, to 4.14 in the four-
week period ending June 
19. Th e rate of staff  cases 
was up from 2.29 per 100 
residents to 3.81 compared 
to the previous dashboard 
release.

 “Our loved ones in 
nursing homes are among 
our most vulnerable,” said 
David DeBiasi, advocacy 
director for AARP Virginia, 
which serves more than 1 
million members aged 50 
and older in the common-
wealth. “Rising deaths and 
cases of COVID-19 among 
nursing home residents and 
staff  nationally show that for 
their sakes, we must remain 
vigilant, and we must hold 
nursing homes accountable 
for providing high quality 
care and safe environments.”

Th e latest data from the 
AARP COVID-19 Nurs-
ing Home Dashboard show 
that as of June 19, 74% of 
nursing home residents in 
Virginia were fully vaccinat-
ed with at least one booster 
dose, a slight increase from 
mid-May. Among nursing 
home staff , nearly 50% are 
fully vaccinated with at least 
one booster dose, a slight in-
crease from mid-May.  

Nationwide, about 29% 
of nursing homes reported a 
staffi  ng shortage in the four 
weeks ending June 19. Th e 
percentage of facilities in 
Virginia reporting a short-
age of nurses or aides was 
34% in the four weeks end-
ing June 19.

New livestock and poultry facilities at Virginia Tech help grow agriculture
Virginia Tech’s College 

of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences recently finished 
$31 million of construction 
on a series of new and 
renovated buildings around 
its Blacksburg campus 
that helps cement the 
university’s role as a source 
of research, education, 
and outreach that serves 
the commonwealth’s 
largest private industry – 
agriculture.

The buildings, which 
will help the livestock and 
poultry industries thrive, 
are part of the newly 
formed School of Animal 
Sciences, which merged 

the departments of Animal 
and Poultry Sciences and 
Dairy Science into one 
cohesive unit in order to 
strengthen their impact on 
the commonwealth, the 
nation, and the world.

“We are extremely 
grateful  for  the 
Commonwea l th  o f 
Virginia’s support of 
Agency 229, which 
helps bolster some of 
the most vital industries 
in the state,” said Alan 
Grant, dean of the college 
of agriculture and life 
sciences, who recently 

spoke before the Virginia 
Tech Board of Visitors 
about the construction 
updates.

The series of buildings 
has been under a multiphase 
construction project that 
includes a new swine 
research and education 
center and new buildings 
and upgraded facilities for 
the beef cattle and equine 
programs, among other 
things. A second phase of 
construction is underway 
to make other upgrades 
and refurbishments to 
other livestock buildings 

New swine facilities are one of a series of new buildings completed 
during a $31 million construction project for the newly formed School 
of Animal Sciences.See New Facilities, page 4

Uprooted in Appalachia

PHOTO BY ELISE MONSOUR PUCKETT
Members of the Stooksberry family lived near Loyston, Tenn., on their Civil War-era 350-acre homestead. They 
were relocated and their property was submerged during the creation of Norris Lake. Photo courtesy of the 
National Archives.

Virginia awarded $219.8 million to 
expand rural broadband access

WASHINGTON—The U.S. 
Department of the Treasury recently 
announced that Virginia is one of 
four states poised to expand access 
to rural high-speed internet service.

Under the American Rescue 
Plan’s Coronavirus Capital Projects 
Fund, Virginia received $219.8 
million, which represents 100% of 
the state’s available CPF funding. 
The money will pay for expansion 
of broadband access to an estimated 
76,873 locations. Approximately 
28% of Virginia locales lack access 
to high-quality broadband service, 
a reality that negatively impacts 
farmers and other rural residents.

Groups like Virginia Farm Bureau 
Federation have long advocated for 
expanded connectivity statewide 
and are celebrating the recent 
announcement.

“This is music to my ears,” said 
Virginia Farm Bureau Federation 
President Wayne F. Pryor. “Just 
like farms needed electricity and 
phone service a century ago, rural 
Virginia cannot fully thrive without 
broadband internet. Anyone 
offline is missing connections to 
buyers, suppliers, news, educational 
resources, and vital medical services. 
Rural Virginia will certainly benefit 
from this, and farmers too.”

Accomack County Farm Bureau 
member Lynn Gayle is a row crop 
farmer in rural Onancock on 
Virginia’s Eastern Shore, where 
it’s difficult to get reliable internet 
connectivity for home use and 
farmwork. He’s had to invest in 
workarounds—installing wireless 
data connections within his tractors 

to transmit daily crop data to John 
Deere’s central database.

“But a lot of other devices 
and website designs require high 
data flow,” he said. “Without a 
high-speed connection, data loads 
very slowly, and it gets pretty 
cumbersome.”

The treasury’s broadband 
funding should help close that gap, 
but Gayle noted the Eastern Shore’s 
unique geography may present 
infrastructure challenges.

“Those are issues they’ll have to 
figure out, but this is encouraging,” 
he said. “It’s just like the rural 
electrification decades ago.”

In Virginia, local governments 
in partnership with internet service 
providers can apply for funding 
through a competitive grant 
program overseen by the Virginia 

Telecommunication Initiative.
Other states receiving first-

round funding are Louisiana, New 
Hampshire and West Virginia, 
connecting over 200,000 homes 
and businesses to broadband. 
The first large waves of federal 
funding lay the groundwork for 
future funding provided in the 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 
Act.

The $10 billion in project funding 
aims to deliver internet service that 
meets or exceeds speeds of 100 
megabits per second. All service 
providers are required to participate 
in the Federal Communications 
Commission’s new Affordable 
Connectivity Program, which 
helps ensure households can afford 
broadband, with a discount of up 
to $30 per month.

Virginia is one of only four states set to expand access to rural high-
speed internet service courtesy of $219 million in funding.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Thursday, July 21:

 
Photography presentation
Photographer Michele Borgarelli 

will discuss the topic of landscape 
photography at the July 21 meeting of 
the Radford Photo Club. The meeting 
is at 6 p.m. at the Radford Public Li-
brary. It will be followed by an outing 
to a nearby park to practice landscape 
photography. The Radford Photo 
Club is made up of professional and 
amateur photographers from through-
out the New River Valley. Meetings, 
events, and outings are open to the 
public. Learn more about the club by 
searching for “Radford Photo Club” 
on Facebook.

Friday, July 22:
Enjoy your national forest
At the Blacksburg Library at 2 p.m. 

Ranger Beth Christensen will prsent a 
brief overview of the Eastern Divide 
Ranger District/George Washington-
Jefferson National Forest and the For-
est Service.

Claytor Lake snakes
At the Radford Public Library at 11 

a.m. A volunteer from Claytor Lake 
State Park will visit the library to show 
off a selection of snakes and other rep-
tiles.

Saturday, July 23:
Animal care and adoption center 

celebrates 5-year anniversary
The Montgomery County Animal 

Care and Adoption Center will cel-
ebrate its five-year anniversary from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Festivities include 
Nana’s Sweets and Treats Food Truck, 
a petting zoo, facility tours, give-
aways, and of course, adoptable cats 
and dogs. For more information about 
the Montgomery County Animal Care 
and Adoption Center, visit

www.montva.com/acac

City of Radford concert series
1980s band Cassette Rewind will 

play on the grounds of Glencoe Man-
sion, Museum, and Gallery. Gates 
open at 6 p.m. The concert begins at 7 
p.m. Concertgoers can bring a chair or 
a blanket. Food and beverages will be 
available for sale. $5 per person. Chil-
dren under 12 are free.

Fish fry
At the New Mount Olive United 

Methodist Church, 309 Russell Ave., 
Radford; 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Dinners are $10; fish sandwiches 
are $6; an extra piece of fish is $3. 
Call the church at 540-639-6425 for 
call-in orders. Delivery is available in 
the Radford area only or come by and 
pick-up a call-in order. The fish fry is 
sponsored by the United Methodist 
Men.

Adult yoga
At the Blacksburg Library at 3 p.m. 

Come follow along with a video from 
Yoga with Adriene. Adults of all fitness 
levels and experience are welcome to 
bring their yoga mats and comfortable 
clothes for a judgment-free, no-stress 
event. Registration is recommended. 

Call or stop by the circulation desk to 
register.

 
Music on the lawn: Andy & Judy 

Daigle
At the Christiansburg Library at 6 

p.m. This is the third show in the li-
brary’s Music on the Lawn concert se-
ries. Concertgoers should bring their 
lawn chairs and blankets. This free 
concert will happen rain or shine!

 
Seashell bath bursts: DIY
At the Meadowbrook Public Li-

brary at 1 p.m. Adults and teens are 
invited to make a bath burst in a sea-
shell mold. Registration is required 
for this free event. All supplies will be 
provided.

 
Eight Point Star
At the Meadowbrook Public Li-

brary at 5 p.m. Eight Point Star fea-
tures Mike Gangloff and Matt Peyton 
as songwriters. Mike also plays fiddle 
and banjo and an eight-string Norwe-
gian Hardanger-style fiddle. Matt also 
plays guitar, dulcimer, and sometimes 
theremin. Isak Howell plays banjo, 
guitar, and harmonica. Tim Thornton 
plays bass, dulcimer, and sometimes 
guitar. 

 

Sunday, July 24:
Free Sustainable Garden Tour
Free tours of Blacksburg sustainable 

gardens featuring native plants, wild-
life-friendly plantings, edible land-
scaping and beauty will be hosted by 
the Sustainable Blacksburg nonprofit 
community organization on fourth 
Sunday afternoons through Septem-
ber. Light refreshments will be served 
at these drop-in tours. The July 24 
tour is 6 to 8 p.m. at Arlean Lambert’s 
garden and the Hale Community Gar-
den at 215 Maywood St. The gardens 
highlight edible landscaping and veg-
etable gardening. Lambert enjoys figs, 
strawberries, kiwis, nuts, greens, and 
other edibles, including edible flow-
ers, at her north Blacksburg home.

Monday, July 25:
Talking about books
At the Blacksburg Library at 11 

a.m. To be discussed is “All the Ways 
We Said Goodbye” by Beatriz Wil-
liams. Call (540) 552-8246 for more 
information or to reserve a copy.

Wednesday, July 27:
Sustainable Blacksburg lunch and 

learn: low-waste kids
At the Blacksburg Library at noon.  

Bring the family and learn about a va-
riety of ways to reduce waste in your 
home and life.

 
Teen Book Club 
At the Blacksburg Library at 4 

p.m. This month teens will read How 
Moon Fuentez Fell in Love with the 
Universe by Raquel Vasquez Gilliland. 
Snacks will be provided.

Thursday, July 28:
Lunch and Learn: Adverse child-

hood experiences
At the Christiansburg Library at 

noon. Bring your lunch and learn 
about Adverse Childhood Experiences 
with New River Valley Community 
Services. ACEs are traumatic experi-
ences in childhood and the teenage 
years that may put children at risk for 
violence, chronic health problems, and 
mental health/substance use disorders. 
Youth-serving organizations, coaches, 
caregivers, and community members 
who gain awareness of ACEs can also 
help prevent them from happening, 
giving children a better opportunity 
to grow and thrive in a safe and stable 
environment.

Friday, July 29 through 
Sunday, July 30:

Mary Draper Ingles Festival
Events commemorating one of 

Virginia’s most famous colonial hero-
ines. Festival features colonial period 
reenactors, old-time crafts and skills, 
an art exhibit inspired by Ingles and 
many children’s activities, including 
a petting zoo, at Glencoe Mansion, 
Museum & Gallery. The historic In-
gles Farm, which showcases a rep-
lica of Mary’s cabin, will be open for 
tours and talks by interpreters. Long 
Way Brewing, a craft beer company 
whose name is a take on the frontiers-
woman’s journey, will also feature live 
music, food trucks, a children’s play 
zone and a living history performance 
by West Virginia actress Karen Vur-
anch. Friday evening kicks off with 
the dedication of the Mary Draper 
Ingles Cultural Heritage Park at Glen-
coe. James Alexander Thom, author 
of the national bestseller, “Follow the 
River” is expected to sign books dur-
ing the event. Long Way Brewing will 
kick off its celebration with the rein-
troduction of a craft beer named in 
honor of Mary, music and food. Sat-
urday’s activities will run most of the 
day at Glencoe, the brewing company 
and the Ingles Farm. On Sunday, the 
festival continues at Wilderness Road 
Regional Museum in Dublin and will 
feature interpreters, live music and 
tours of the historic Ingles Tavern lo-
cated on the banks of the New River 
in Pulaski County. Coordinated by 
Glencoe Mansion, Museum & Gal-
lery and made possible in part by a 
grant from the Virginia Tourism Cor-
poration. For an event schedule, go to 
www.glencoemansion.org or phone 
(540) 731-5031. 

Saturday July 30:
Kids’ stuff swap
At the Blacksburg Library at 12:35 

p.m. Kids can bring their old stuff they 
no longer need and sweep it for things 
they do need. Items allowed include 
clothes and shoes, sports gear, school 
and art supplies, homeschool cur-
riculum and supplies, backpacks and 
lunch gear, and books. Good quality 
items only please. Donations are not 
required to participate. The library 
will begin accepting donations on 
Monday, July 25. Email mhall@mfrl.
org for additional information.

 

Quilting marathon: Make a quilt 
bookmark

At the Meadowbrook Public Library 
at 8 a.m. The Meadowbrook Quilters 
are hosting a quilting marathon. The 
public is invited to see these skilled 
individuals quilting. The group will 
be working on individual projects and 
will also have supplies to make a quilt 
bookmark for all ages. Participants 
may bring their quilting projects or 
questions and they will help you. This 
program is open to all ages.

Thursday, Aug. 4:
American Legion meeting
American Legion Harvey-Howe-

Carper Post 30 will meet at 7 p.m. at 
the VFW Post Home on 102 Watts St. 
in Radford. For further information, 
contact 540-250-2283 or 540-239-
9864.

Friday, Aug. 5 and 
Saturday, Aug. 6:

Book Sale
Book sale at the Radford Public Li-

brary from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Lots of 
books for all ages will be available at 
reasonable prices.

Tuesday, Aug. 9:
Sons of Confederate Veterans 

meeting
Sons of Confederate Veterans, Stu-

art Horse Artillery Camp 1784 will 
meet at 7 p.m. at Aly’s Family Ital-
ian Restaurant on 3204 Riner Road. 
Members of the United Daughters of 
the Confederacy are invited to attend. 
For further information, call 540-
320-4315 or 540-239-9864.

Ongoing:
United Way emergency food pan-

try in need
The United Way NRV Emergency 

Food Pantry supply is critically low.
Anyone able to donate pantry items, 
please drop them off at the United 
Way office at 111 West Main St. in 
Christiansburg.

Alexander Black House Farming 
Exhibit 

Blacksburg Museum and Cultural 
Foundation announces an exhibit, 
Virginia is for Farmers: Agriculture 
in Southwest Virginia, Then and 
Now that will be on display through 
Aug. 18 in the Alexander Black House 
main galleries, 204 Draper Road SW, 
Blacksburg. Admission is free, hours 
are Tuesday through Saturday from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. A reception will be 
held Saturday, Aug. 6, from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m.. It is open to the public. The 
exhibit explores pre-settler agriculture 
in Southwestern Virginia, Blacksburg 
area farms in the 18th and 19th centu-
ries, the birth of the Future Farmers of 
America at Virginia Tech in the early 
20th Century. It takes farming and 
agriculture to present-day local farm-
ers’ market and Blacksburg’s neighbor-
hood gardens. For more information, 
visit blacksburgmuseum.org.

Radford’s Daniel Burzek receives 
2022 engineering technology 
award for academic excellence

Radford’s Daniel Burzek has received 
the 2022 engineering technology award 
for academic excellence. He originally at-
tended the British Columbia Institute 
of Technology where he completed a di-
ploma program in electronics engineering 
technology in 1997. In 2002, he moved 
to Radford where he now resides with his 

wife and three children.
Burzek began his studies in the electri-

cal engineering technology program in 
2016, is now completing his undergradu-
ate degree, and will graduate summa cum 
laude. He is a member of Phi Kappa Phi 
honors society and works as an electronic 
engineer at Motion Control Systems.

Radford’s Daniel Burzek
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PETS OF THE WEEK

Dink is an older cat who has gotten along with small- and medium-sized dogs in 
the past. She also seems to enjoy children more than adults. Currently, she shares 
a space with Callie, her BFF (Best Feline Friend). The pair will need to be adopted 
to the same home. Dink’s adoption is sponsored by Montgomery County Friends of 
Animal Care and Control.

Virginia Tech’s administrative and professional faculty award winners announced
Th ree employees re-

ceived the fi rst Adminis-
trative and Professional 
(A/P) Faculty Award, 
which recognizes A/P 
faculty for their extraor-
dinary contributions, ac-
complishments, and con-
sistent performance for 
Virginia Tech.

Th e winners are Ellen 
Douglas, associate con-
troller in the Department 
of Insurance and Risk 
Management; Amy Rizzo, 
senior research veterinar-
ian in the Virginia-Mary-
land College of Veteri-
nary Medicine; and Keri 
Swaby, director for under-
graduate research.

In addition, the fi rst 
team award went to the 
Diversity Education and 
Engagement team.

Th e winners were rec-
ognized during a ceremo-
ny on July 13.

Th e recognition pro-
gram highlights the in-
tegral roles that A/P fac-
ulty hold as they lead and 
manage a variety of posi-
tions.

Historically, Virginia 
Tech off ers multiple award 
programs to recognize 
faculty and staff  for their 
commitment to the uni-
versity and community, 
new ideas, and teamwork. 
Th e newly created A/P 
faculty award program 
focuses on approximately 
2,100 of Virginia Tech’s 
employees.

“Our A/P faculty are 
an important and highly 
valued part of the Virginia 
Tech community and are 
critical to achieving the 
university’s strategic pri-
orities,” said Executive 

Vice Provost Don Taylor. 
“I am pleased to see their 
contributions and service 
celebrated, and I congrat-
ulate each of the award 
winners and nominees for 
their accomplishments.”

“By adding this award 
to our recognition pro-
gram, we can more fully 
recognize all of our fac-
ulty and staff  for their 
contributions at Virginia 
Tech,” said Bryan Garey, 
vice president for human 
resources. “We appreciate 
the service and contribu-
tion A/P Faculty make to 
the university.”

Ellen Douglas has 
worked at Virginia Tech 
since 1987.

Amy Rizzo joined Vir-
ginia Tech in 2016.

Keri Swaby joined Vir-
ginia Tech in 2017.

Ken Miller, vice presi-
dent for fi nance, wrote in 
a letter of endorsement 
for Ellen Dougas, “El-
len is a trusted, credible, 
and respected partner 
who builds strong work-
ing relationships with 
colleagues at Virginia 
Tech, at other universi-
ties, and with her state 
government counterparts. 
When university property 
is damaged from natu-
ral disasters such as fi res 
and fl oods, Ellen jumps 
into action, working with 
stakeholders to compre-
hensively document and 
submit insurance claims 
for damage.”

Jennifer A. Zambriski, 
assistant professor in the 
Department of Popula-
tion Health, wrote in 
a letter of nomination 
for Dr. Amy Rizzo, “Dr. 

PHOTO BY CHARLIE WHITESCARVER FOR VIRGINIA TECH.
The 2022 administrative and professional faculty award nominees. Of the group pictured above, the three award 
winners were Ellen Douglas, associate controller in the Department of Insurance and Risk Management; Amy 
Rizzo, senior research veterinarian in the Virginia-Maryland College of Veterinary Medicine; and Keri Swaby, 
director for undergraduate research. 

Rizzo has consistently 
demonstrated excellence 
as she works to advocate 
for both researchers and 
research animals. In ad-
dition to consistently 
serving the Virginia Tech 
community, she often 
goes above and beyond 
the call of duty. Over the 
last year, there have been 
three occasions when I 
found myself facing dire 
emergencies impacting 
my research animals. On 
all three occasions, Dr. 
Rizzo was off  duty and 
still showed up to help 
me and off er solutions. 
She has a true gift for 
fi nding common ground 
and compromise.”

Jill Sible, associate vice 

provost for undergradu-
ate education, wrote in 
a letter of nomination 
for Keri Swaby,  “While 
the pandemic dramati-
cally limited in-person 
undergraduate research 
opportunities in 2020 
and 2021, Keri’s unwav-
ering commitment to 
supporting students and 
her creative approach to 
problem-solving resulted 
in an overall increase in 
the engagement of the 
Offi  ce of Undergraduate 
Research with students 
and faculty. While Keri 
prefers to work in the 
background on behalf of 
students and faculty, she 
has emerged as a dedi-
cated and eff ective leader 

among A/P faculty. She 
also contributes regularly 
to publications and con-
ference presentations on 
undergraduate research.”

Th e team award win-
ner was the  Diversity Ed-
ucation and Engagement 
team of Michelle Carter, 
director of diversity en-
gagement; Alicia Cohen, 
director of diversity edu-
cation; Michele Deramo, 
assistant provost for di-
versity education; Victo-
ria Ferguson, director of 
the Solitude Fraction site; 
and Sandy Martin, ad-
ministrative assistant.

In a letter of nomina-
tion, Stacy Wilkerson, 
chief of staff  for the Of-
fi ce for Inclusion and Di-

versity, wrote, “Th e work 
of the diversity education 
and engagement (DEE) 
team has made Virginia 
Tech a leader in the fi eld 
of diversity, equity, in-
clusion, and justice. Th e 
DEE team, led by Mi-
chele Deramo, is a dy-
namic group of talented 
and dedicated individu-
als committed within the 
fi eld of justice, equity, 
diversity, and inclusion. 
Th e team strives for excel-
lence at every level. Th eir 
deep commitment to this 
work is invaluable to the 
growth and development 
of Virginia Tech as a lead-
er in the work of racial 
truth-telling and racial 
consciousness.”

Meet Polly. She’s a nice gal who came to the Animal Care and Adoption Center 
with her dog father, Paul. While they are not necessarily a bonded pair, they would 
do well to go to the same home. Both dogs are friendly and know a few basic 
commands. Polly is a little more reserved than Paul.

Virginia Department of Transportation road watch
Th e following is a list of fore-

casted highway projects that may 
impact traffi  c traveling in the 
12-county Salem Transportation 
District this week. Work sched-
ules and construction project 
timelines are always subject to 
change and weather dependent. 
New information is noted by 
“NEW” and updates are noted 
when a current project has had 
an update added to the listing. 
Th e Salem District covers Bed-
ford, Botetourt, Carroll, Craig, 
Floyd, Franklin, Giles, Henry, 
Montgomery, Patrick, Pulaski 
and Roanoke counties.

MONTGOMERY COUN-
TY

I-81 NORTHBOUND 
AT EXIT 105 NEW RIVER 
BRIDGE REPLACEMENT IN 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY – 
Traffi  c on northbound I-81 has 
been switched onto the newly 
constructed bridge over the New 
River at the Montgomery/Pulas-
ki County line. Lane and shoul-

der closures may be in place near 
exit 105. Lane closure may be in 
eff ect during the week from 8 
p.m. to 7 a.m. Shoulder closures 
may be in eff ect at any time dur-
ing the week. Slow rolls may be 
performed on I-81 in the north 
and southbound lanes from mile 
marker 98 to 109. Speed limit is 
reduced to 60 miles per hour in 
the work zone. Shoulder closures 
will remain in place though the 
duration of the project. Project 
completion is estimated by sum-
mer 2023.

ROUTE 615 CULVERT 
REPLACEMENT – Route 615 
(Pilot Road) is undergoing a cul-
vert replacement located at the 
intersection of Pilot Road and 
Old Pike Road, across from the 
Pilot Post Offi  ce. Lane closures 
on Route 615 maintained by 
utilizing temporary traffi  c signals 
will be in place through August 
2022. Flagging operations may 
be in place. Route 615 will be 
limited to one 10 foot lane.  Ex-
pected completion is October 

2022.
ROUTE 641 CULVERT 

REPLACEMENT – Route 641 
(Wayside Drive) will be closed at 
8 a.m. on June 21 for a culvert 
replacement over Spring Branch. 
Drivers should watch for signage. 
Th e road will reopen on July 22 
at 5 p.m., weather permitting.

ROUTE 114 TURN LANE 
CONSTRUCTION - Starting 
June 20, road improvements on 
Route 114 (Peppers Ferry Road) 
will begin for the construction 
of a new entrance to Belview 
Elementary School.  Motorists 
should expect daily lane closures 
controlled by fl agging forces.  
Work is expected to last until 
August 2022.

INTERSTATE 81
INTERSTATE 81 LANE 

WIDENING CONSTRUC-
TION PROJECT EXIT 137 
TO EXIT 141 – A $179 million 
design-build project to widen 
both directions of I-81 between 
mile markers 136.6 and 141.8 

from two to three lanes is set to 
begin. Continuing into the early 
summer, work will be performed 
on the inside and outside shoul-
ders along a fi ve-mile section of 
both northbound and south-
bound Interstate 81 in Roanoke 
County and the city of Salem. 
Th e shoulders will be built up 
before a barrier wall can be in-
stalled for road crews to work 
behind. Th e barrier wall will 
be installed along the shoulders 
in the spring and summer. Two 
lanes of I-81 traffi  c in each di-
rection will remain open during 
the project with periodic lane 
closures scheduled during night-
time hours or outside of peak 
travel times as needed.  Drivers 
can expect the following lane 
closures and upcoming impacts 
on northbound and southbound 
I-81:

ROUTE 635 (GOODWIN 
AVENUE) CLOSURE – As 
part of the ongoing I-81 project 
from exit 137 to 141, Route 635 
(Goodwin Avenue) is closed for 

approximately 30 days where it
runs underneath I-81. It will be
closed for reconstruction to ac-
commodate the widening of the
interstate. Drivers will need to
seek alternate routes as traffi  c will
not be able to pass underneath
the interstate during this time.

·       BARRIER WALLS: Bar-
rier wall installation is in process.
Nighttime lane closures will be
in place and lane widths will be
reduced to 11 feet.

Nightly lane closures may be
in place along the right lane with
possible nightly ramp narrows as
needed for guardrail and shoul-
der strengthening.

·       Northbound I-81 lane
closures from mile marker 138
to 142

·       Northbound I-81 exit
and entrance ramp narrows pos-
sible at Route 311.

Th e project also includes re-
placing six bridges, widening two
bridges, installing approximately

See VDOT, page 6
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Home Country by Slim Randles: No trumpet,
no problem. Carry the flag in the parade

Th e annual Fourth of July 
parade through our town be-
gan this year with a mystery. 
You see, a couple of the boys 
cornered Jimmy Angles down 
by Lewis Creek and hit him in 
the mouth. On purpose. Ordi-
narily, this wouldn’t have made 
headlines in the Valley Weekly 
Miracle, or even the New York 
Post, but Jimmy played fi rst 
trumpet in the band.

Played … past tense. Th e 

pain and swelling of his lips 
meant he couldn’t play the great 
trumpet solos in Mr. Sousa’s 
marches on the Fourth. It meant 
that the other three trumpeters 
all moved up a notch. Th e new 
“fi rst” trumpeter just happened 
to be one of Jimmy’s assailants. 

Th e horses came fi rst, of 
course, with cowboys and cow-
girls and wannabe cowboys and 
cowgirls and used-to-be cow-
boys and cowgirls riding along 

and waving. 
Th en came the 4Hers, drag-

ging reluctant lambs and goats 
after them. But hey, they were 
shiny clean lambs and goats. 
Th e queen and several other 
cute high school girls followed 
in a convertible, and then came 
the band. Th e parade’s brain 
trust, Doc and Dud, actually 
planned it this way. It was de-
cided over coff ee that it was a 
far, far better thing we do to let 

the horses go fi rst so the band 
wouldn’t  frighten them. If this 
meant the 4H kids and the band 
members had to dodge a few 
equestrian “products” on the 
street, so be it.

A small-town parade on the 
Fourth of July is where every-
one goes to see how big the kids 
have gotten over this past year  
and to celebrate us all being dif-
ferent … and the same … for 
yet another year.

But how about Jimmy Angles 
and his temporarily inactive 
trumpet mouth? We found out 
as the band came into view. Jim-
my was out in front of them all, 
carrying the American fl ag.

 Happy birthday America!
---------
Brought to you by the 5,400 

letter carriers who were bitten by 
neighborhood dogs last year. Let 
Fido watch TV for an hour and 
savc a postman.

Submit letters 
to the editor to 

editor@ourvalley.org

The News Messenger is a newspaper of, by and for the people of 
Montgomery County. We encourage letters from our readers on 
topics of general interest to the community and responses to our 
articles and columns. Letters must be signed and have a telephone 
number where you can be reached for verification. All letters will be 
verified before publication. We reserve the right to deny publication 
of any letter and edit letters for length, content and style.

The News Messenger (USPS 016-490) is published twice a 
week for $45 a year in Montgomery County, $54 elsewhere 
in Virginia, and $58 out of state by Virginia Media Inc., P.O. 
Box 429. Lewisburg, WV 24901.  Periodical postage paid at 
Christiansburg, VA.  POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
NEWS MESSENGER 1633 W. Main St., Salem, VA 24153.

(540) 389-9355 
P.O. Box 1125 • Salem, VA 24153

USPS 016-490   Online: www.ourvalley.org

Michael Showell, Publisher
Ed McMinn, Editor
editor@ourvalley.org

Heather Bell , Community News Editor
communitynews@ourvalley.org
Lynn Hurst, General Manager

lhurst@ourvalley.org
Randy Th ompson, Advertising Consultant

advertise@ourvalley.org

Give us your view:
editor@ourvalley.org

News Messenger
Established 1869

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Eurasian shrubs
 7. Strikes and rebounds
13. Group of advisers
14. Modern necessity
16. Top lawyer in the land
17. Philadelphia university
19. Of I
20. Functions as a laser
22. Basketball phenomenon 
Jeremy
23. Famed island
25. Parent-teacher groups
26. Distributes
28. Self-immolation by fi re ritual
29. Ad __
30. Circulation problem (abbr.)
31. Brother or sister
33. A famous “Squad”
34. Stage actor Anthony
36. Violent seizure of property
38. Saclike cavities
40. Sound units

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

41. Counts on
43. Dad
44. Woman (French)
45. A digital tape recording 
of sound
47. Polish Baltic peninsula
48. Recipe measurement
51. Requests out of dire need
53. Precious stone weight unit
55. The immaterial part of a 
person
56. Anoint
58. Golf score
59. Supernatural
60. Northwest Territories
61. Can be made suitable
64. A professor’s helper
65. Having a toothlike edge
67. Got atop a horse
69. Judged
70. Static balance between 
opposing forces

CLUES DOWN
 1. Flowing
 2. Computer department
 3. Lasts
 4. DiFranco and Samsonyan 
are two
 5. __ de sac
 6. Merchant
 7. Hosts fi lm festival
 8. State of agitation of fuss
 9. A way to praise
10. Opaque gems
11. McKinley is one
12. Smallest interval in clas-
sical Western music
13. Famed designer Lauren
15. Occupies
18. Small island (British)
21. Misuse of the sacred
24. Covers with a thin sheet
26. Most valuable player
27. Title of respect
30. Investigated discreetly

32. Belonging to the bottom 
layer
35. Black tropical American 
cuckoo
37. Music genre
38. Indicates one is in mourning
39. Secured forever
42. Bodily cavity
43. A dog is one
46. Chose to do something
47. Annoy persistently
49. Large hotel rooms
50. Beg
52. Docket
54. Subway dwelling rodent
55. Sources
57. Mild Dutch cheese
59. Spanish city
62. Consumed
63. Ballplayer’s tool
66. Midway between north 
and east
68. Atomic #3

OPINION

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS

Virginia gas prices fell 16.6 cents/gallon last week
Average gasoline prices 

in Virginia fell 16.6 cents 
per gallon in the last 
week, averaging $4.29/g 
Monday, July 18, accord-
ing to GasBuddy’s survey 
of 4,081 stations in Vir-
ginia.

Prices in Virginia are 
54.4 cents per gallon low-
er than a month ago but 
are still $1.32/g higher 

than a year ago. Th e na-
tional average price of 
diesel declined 10.8 cents 
last week and stands at 
$5.54 per gallon.

According to Gas-
Buddy price reports, the 
cheapest station in Virgin-
ia was priced at $3.25/g 
Monday while the most 
expensive was $5.99/g, a 
diff erence of $2.74/g.

Th e national aver-
age price of gasoline fell 
15.8 cents per gallon last 
week, averaging $4.51/g 
Monday. Th e national av-
erage is down 47.9 cents 
per gallon from a month 
ago but still is $1.35/g 
higher than a year ago, 
according to GasBuddy 
data compiled from more 
than 11 million weekly 
price reports covering 
over 150,000 gas stations 
across the country.

“We’ve seen the na-

tional average price of 
gasoline decline for a fi fth 
straight week with the 
pace of recent declines 
accelerating to some of 
the most signifi cant we’ve 
seen in years,” said Patrick 
De Haan, head of petro-
leum analysis at GasBud-
dy. “Th is trend is likely 
to reach a sixth straight 
week, with prices likely to 
fall again this week. Bar-
ring major hurricanes, 
outages or unexpected 
disruptions, I forecast 

the national average to 
fall to $3.99/gal by mid-
August. So far, we’ve seen 
the national average drop 
for 34 straight days with 
over 25,000 stations now 
back at $3.99 per gallon 
or less, and thousands 
more stations will join 
this week. In addition, we 
will see several states fall 
back under an average of 
$4, the majority being in 
the south, but that could 
spread to more states in 
the weeks ahead.”

GasBuddy is the author-
itative voice for gas prices 
and the only source for 
station-level data spanning 
nearly two decades. Gas-
Buddy’s survey updates 288 
times every day from the 
most diverse list of sources 
covering nearly 150,000 
stations nationwide, the 
most comprehensive and 
up-to-date in the country. 
GasBuddy data are acces-
sible at http://prices.Gas-
Buddy.com.

around campus.
The new state-of-the-art 

buildings will help maximize the 
impact of the new school, which 
is  one of the largest animal 
science programs east of the 
Mississippi. It is well positioned 
to build on its outstanding legacy 
and move even higher in the 
rankings with modern facilities, 
cutting-edge researchers, and a 
curriculum that prepares students 
for a wide array of jobs, not only 
in traditional agriculture and 
allied industries, but also in areas 
of medicine, veterinary sciences, 
biotechnology, and many other 
highly rewarding professions.

Research conducted at these 
facilities supports the industry in 
Virginia and across the country.  
In addition, these facilities 
provide excellent venues for 
hands-on, experiential learning. 
Each year, dozens of students 
volunteer or are employed by the 
animal units in the school.

The new buildings include 
a swine center. The new 
24,000-square-foot, $5.6 million 
center at Kentland Farm houses a 
small-scale swine production and 
research facility, classrooms, boar 
housing and gestation facilities, 
and rooms for farrowing, nursery, 
and finishing.

The swine industry in Virginia 
sees more than $58 million in 
cash receipts annually, and the 

new facilities will help grow that 
economic impact as research and 
outreach to support that sector. 
In addition, pigs are used to 
study human health and well-
being. Studies that help develop 
more effective infant formulas 
involve neonatal pigs. Pigs are 
also outstanding models to study 
heat stress, as pig and human 
physiologies are closely aligned.    

The new buildings also include 
a beef nutrition and physiology 
facility and feed storage 
facility at Kentland Farm. This 
24,000-square-foot, $3.8 million 
cattle housing facility and 
accompanying storage facility 
includes a 20-stall cattle housing 
area for feed studies, loading 
chutes, a feed mixing room, 
laboratory space, four grain bins, 
four covered bulk commodity 
bins, and a three-sided hay shed.

Programs will help support 
the beef cattle industry, which 
generates $327 million in cash 
receipts in Virginia annually.  
Studies that help the college’s 
stakeholders remain profitable 
and sustainable are greatly 
enhanced by the advent of these 
structures.  

Other new buildings are broiler 
and turkey facilities. These 
small-scale research facilities 
will help grow the state’s poultry 
industries, which bring in more 
than $1 billion in cash receipts 

annually.
The new facilities on Glade 

Road include pens, work areas, 
and feed storage. The two 
facilities total more than 21,000 
square feet and are valued at 
more than $5 million. Creating 
cutting-edge information that 
supports and grows this economic 
engine for the commonwealth is 
one of the unit’s goals.

Other buildings are equine 
and storage facilities. These two 
buildings valued at more than 
$2.5 million have more than 
18,000 square feet of room and 
include a 29-stall horse barn 
with tack rooms, wash stalls, 
groom stalls, manure storage, 
locker rooms, and both heated 
and unheated storage rooms.

The equine and equestrian 
program at Virginia Tech is well-
respected nationwide. At the 
same time, its riding program 
provides students with a healthy 
outlet to relieve the pressures of 
college, as spending a few hours 
a week on a horse can positively 
affect the mental health of young 
people.     

These new additions add to 
a series of  projects in recent 
years that cement the university’s 
role in growing the agricultural 
industry, including a new 
Metabolic Research Laboratory 
and the William M. Etgen Large 
Animal Learning Center.

New Facilities from page 1

Radford’s Sophie Graham 
named to Emory & Henry 
spring dean’s list

Sophie Graham 
of Radford has been 
named to the Emory & 
Henry College Spring 
2022 dean’s list. To be 
named to the dean’s list, 
students must be full-
time and must receive at 
least a 3.6 GPA for the 
semester.

Located in the High-
lands of Virginia, Em-
ory & Henry College 

has devoted itself since 
1836 to the belief that 
education can have a 
transformative effect on 
an individual, a place, 
and ultimately the wid-
er world.

Emory & Henry 
College is consistently 
ranked among the na-
tion’s best private liber-
al arts institutions. The 
college’s many accolades 

include the Presiden-
tial Award for Service 
Learning, the highest 
national recognition for 
community service and 
service learning; and 
top tier recognition in 
Washington Monthly, 
USA Today, and News-
week. Emory & Henry 
is also listed among the 
top 40 schools in Col-
leges that Change Lives.
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ploded that year with 
the partial meltdown of 
the Three Mile Island 
nuclear reactor in Penn-
sylvania. But he’d been 
fortunate that summer 
prior to his Virginia Tech 

appointment to work at 
Duke Energy, where he 
had explored solar and 
offshore wind as poten-
tial energy sources. 

“So I had those stud-
ies and the experience, 

and I had the data, so 
I thought why not use 
this to build a course at 
Virginia Tech?” Rahman 
reflected.

By Michael Hemphill

Send community news and photos to 

communitynews@ourvalley.org

Send community 

news and photos 

to community

news@ourvalley.org

OBITUARIES

Bower, Willodene 
Wilma Scaggs 

Willodene Wilma 
Scaggs Bower, 81, of 
Christiansburg, passed 
away Friday, July 15, 2022, 
at Pulaski Health and Re-
hab.

Funeral services were 
conducted Monday, July 
18, 2022, in the McCoy 
Funeral Home Chapel. 
Interment followed in the 
Roselawn Memorial Gar-
dens.

Keys, Charlene Centers 
Charlene Centers Keys, of Radford, 

died June 24, 2022 at Lewis-Gale Mont-
gomery Hospital in Blacksburg. Char-
lene was born Sept. 8, 1947, in Beckley, 
W.Va. to William Taylor Centers and 
Frances Irene Smalley Centers. 

Charlene was raised along with her 
twin sister, Darlene, and six other sib-
lings in Kopperston, W.Va. She gradu-
ated with honors from Oceana High 
School in Oceana, W.Va. She and Dar-
lene worked for the FBI for a year and 
she married her high school sweetheart, 
Glen Keys on June 4, 1966. She worked 
at WV Tech while Glenn fi nished his de-
gree in engineering. Th ey lived a short 
time in Frostburg, Md. and then settled 
in Radford. Charlene worked as Ex. Sec-
retary for State Farm Ins. Co. while at-
tending Radford University.

She graduated with honors from Rad-
ford with a degree in insurance and eco-
nomics. She owned her own State Farm 
franchise in Radford for several years. 
Glen and she were active in the Radford 
Jaycees, their children’s school activi-
ties, football, basketball, baseball, and 

band organizations. She was a member 
of Central United Methodist Church in 
Radford.

She was preceded in death by her 
husband and the love of her life, Glen 
Keys; son Kevin Christopher Keys; sis-
ters JoAnn Bane and Joyce French; and 
brother Eugene Centers. Survivors in-
clude sons Christopher Alan Keys of 
Blacksburg, and Kerry Alan Keys, of 
New York; sisters Frances Louise Miles 
(Jim), of Tazewell, Linda Dameron 
(Jim), of New Bern, N.C., Brenda Stew-
art (Kenneth), of Pineville, W.Va., and 
twin Darlene Lester (Roger) of Princ-
eton, W.Va.; brother-in-law, Stacy Keys 
(Romona) of Princeton, W.Va.; and 
many nieces and nephews.

Th e body has been cremated, and a 
memorial service was held on Monday, 
July 18, 2022, at the Mullins Funeral 
Home in Radford with Pastor Larry 
Dyer offi  ciating. Charlene will be buried 
next to Glen and Kevin at a later date.  

Th e Keys family is in the care of Mull-
ins Funeral Home & Crematory in Rad-
ford.

Long, Warren Harrison 
Warren “Weasel” Har-

rison Long, 94, of Rad-
ford, passed away on 
Thursday, July 14, 2022.

He retired from the 
Lynchburg Foundry in 
1980 and went on to be 
an excavator and lifelong 
farmer. Weasel was pre-
ceded in death by his lov-
ing wife, Velva Margaret 
Akers Long; his parents, 
Cooper K. and Nancy 
Ann Long; a son-in-law, 
Jeffrey Worrell; a sister; and a brother.

Survivors include his daughter and 
son-in-law, Donna and Mike Conklin; 
grandchildren and their spouses, Kim-
berly and Garry Wright and Jason and 
Holly Worrell; great-grandchildren 
Nathan Wright, and Meriam and Jef-
frey Worrell; sister Roxie Dishon; sis-
ter-in-law Reva Martin; special neph-

ew Carl Akers; and many 
other nieces, nephews, 
relatives and friends.

The family received 
friends from 11 a.m. 
until 1 p.m. Saturday, 
July 16, 2022, at the 
Mullins Funeral Home 
in Radford. Services be-
gan at 1 p.m. with the 
Rev. Neil Wood officiat-
ing. Snowville Masonic 
Lodge #159 AF & AM 
conducted the graveside 

service on Thursday, July 21, 2022, at 
10 a.m. at Highland Memory Gardens 
in Dublin. 

In lieu of flowers, the family re-
quests that donations be made to a 
charity of your choice.

The Long family is in the care of 
Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory 
in Radford.

Miles, Helen Jeff ries
Helen Jeff ries Miles, 

102, of Blacksburg, widow 
of Hugh S. Miles, Jr. , died 
on July 14, 2022. Born 
in Norfolk, she moved to 
Culpeper in 1922 with her 
parents, the late Helen M. 
and John Lewis Jeff ries Jr., 
both Culpeper attorneys. 
She was also predeceased 
by a brother, John L. Jef-
fries, III, also a Culpeper 
attorney. 

Surviving are three sons: 
Hugh Smith Miles, III (Judy), of Rich-
mond, John Jeff ries Miles (Carolyn), of 
Alexandria, and William Murrell Miles, 
MD (Kathy) of Gainesville, Fla. She is 
also survived by seven grandchildren: Su-
zanne Pate, Anna Benetiz, William Miles, 
Mary Helen Beydler, Henry Th omas 
Miles, Sally Lacy, and Elizabeth Brown, 
and 16 great-grandchildren. Also surviv-
ing are two sisters, Margaret Jeff ries Jones 
and Nancy Jeff ries Bischoff , and a sister-
in-law, Jean Perkinson Miles.

Helen received her BA degree from 
Farmville State Teachers College (now 
Longwood University) in 1940, where 
she was a member of several honorary fra-
ternities, the Monogram Club and Kappa 
Delta sorority. She received her MA de-
gree in 1970 from Virginia Tech where 
she was a member of the Phi Kappa Phi 
honor society.

In 1946 following World War II, she 
and Hugh moved to Blacksburg where 
he resumed his teaching position in the 
Mechanical Engineering Department of 

Virginia Tech. Later Hel-
en taught in the English 
and History departments 
at Tech for 18 years. She 
was an advisor to the Tech 
chapter of Kappa Delta for 
10 years, a past president 
of the Tech Faculty Wom-
an’s Club, the Women of 
Christ Episcopal Church 
and the Colonial Dames 
XVII Century.

She served as an in-
terpreter at Smithfi eld 

Plantation, a volunteer at Montgomery 
Regional Hospital, and for over 50 years 
on the Altar Guild of Christ Church. She 
had been an active member of the DAR, 
the Blacksburg Sports Club and a bridge 
club that was founded in 1948.

Th e family would like to express their 
appreciation for the companion ladies of 
“Warm Hearth at Home,” as well as the 
staff  at Showalter Assisted Living. Th ese 
ladies were the primary reason that Helen 
was able to lead a happy and gratifi ed life, 
even after losing her sight.

Her funeral was held at Christ Episco-
pal Church at 2 p.m. with the Reverend 
Scott West offi  ciating. 

In lieu of fl owers, memorials may be 
given to Christ Episcopal Church, Box 
164, Blacksburg 24063, or the Boys 
Home of Virginia, 414 Boys Home 
Road, Covington, VA 24426, or to the 
Hugh S. Miles, Jr., Memorial Mechanical 
Engineering Scholarship Fund, Va. Tech 
Foundation (0336), 902 Prices Fork Rd, 
Blacksburg, VA 24060.

Reed, Herman Junior
Herman Junior Reed, 84, of Riner, 

passed away Sat., July 16, 2022.
He was born Oct. 25, 1937, in Mont-

gomery County, the son of the late Her-
man and Quincy Reed. He served in the 
US Air Force from 1955 to 1959. He 
worked at Corning and Volvo and was a 
lifelong farmer. He was preceded in death 
on April 18, 2005, by his wife, Arlene 
Linkous Reed, and a sister, Mary Ethel 
Reed.

Survivors include his three sons, 
Charles (Kathy), Rickey (Kim), and 
Ronald (Tina); a daughter, Cindy Reed, 
all of Riner; a brother, James (Buelah), 
of Christiansburg; seven grandchildren: 
Jennifer Ray (Andrew), Daniel Reed 
(Meg), Scott Reed (Amber), Andrew 

Reed (Elizabeth), Chelsea Sale (Zack), 
Reba Wheeler, and Noah Reed; 15 great-
grandchildren; four special nephews; a 
brother-in-law, Wayne (Joyce) Linkous 
of Christiansburg; a sister-in-law, Bonnie 
(Johnny) Puckett of Christiansburg; and 
special friends Darlene (Allen) Phillips.

In lieu of fl owers, donations may be 
made to the Bible Holiness Church in 
Christiansburg, the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion; or the Dementia Society.

Funeral services were held Tuesday, 
July 19, 2022, at the Bible Holiness 
Church with DeWayne Martin offi  ciat-
ing. Graveside followed at Roselawn Me-
morial Gardens in Christiansburg. Mc-
Coy Funeral Home in Blacksburg is in 
charge of the arrangements.

Walker, Christopher 
(Chris) Lance 

Christopher (Chris) 
Lance Walker, 61, for-
merly of Pulaski, passed 
away Dec. 27, 2021.

He is the son of the 
late Oliver and Annie 
Mae Walker, Jr. 

Grandparents are the 
late Leonard and Mary 
Williams and the late 
James Oliver and Isabel 
Walker.

Chris graduated from 
Pulaski County High 
School in June 1978 and later earned 
a Bachelor of Arts degree from Ober-
lin College in Oberlin, Ohio.  He also 
attended Temple University in Phila-
delphia for graduate studies. Pursuing 
an acting career, Chris appeared in nu-

merous stage, television 
and movie productions. 
He lived in New York, 
N.Y., for many years and 
most recently in Phila-
delphia.  

Chris is survived by 
his twin sister Caye and 
her husband, Michael; 
brother Stredrick and his 
wife, Mary; and his sister 
Olivia, along with other 
relatives and friends.

Memorial services will 
be held at 11 a.m. on Saturday, July 
23, 2022, in the Highland Memory 
Gardens Mausoleum, 5555 Lee High-
way, Dublin, Virginia 24084.

Obituary courtesy of Mullins Fu-
neral Home & Crematory in Radford.

Like budding leaves 
along a vista of trees, the 
term “green engineering” 
comes in all shades and 
hues at Virginia Tech. 

To Hayley Capilitan, 
green engineering is a 
team of 47 students de-
signing a wind turbine 
for a U.S. Department of 
Energy competition.

To Saifur Rahman, 
it’s figuring out how to 
deploy storage capacity 
to make electricity more 
useful from photovoltaic 
panels like the array he 
first erected in 1988 atop 
Whittemore Hall.

To Sean McGin-
nis, green engineering is 
shorthand for sustain-
able systems. It’s analyz-
ing the overall environ-
mental impact of, for 
instance, ethanol, which 
does reduce fossil fuel 

consumption but also re-
quires energy to grow the 
corn as well as pesticides 
that contaminate water 
systems.

Green engineering, 
to Tripp Shealy, liter-
ally means green – in-
corporating plants, trees, 
grassy roofs and other 
bio-features into an engi-
neering design.

Despite its many di-
vergent branches, green 
engineering’s roots lie 
deep within Virginia 
Tech’s commitment to 
infuse environmentally 
conscious attitudes, val-
ues, and principles, com-
bined with science, tech-
nology, and engineering 
practice, all directed 
toward improving local 
and global environmen-
tal quality.

As Maryam Shakiba, 

assistant professor in 
the Charles E. Via, Jr. 
Department of Civil 
and Environmental En-
gineering, who studies 
how macroplastics in the 
earth’s ocean waters break 
down to microplastics, 
states, “All engineering 
should be green, ideally.”

In some respects, the 
College of Engineering’s 
greening was first plant-
ed in 1979 with the hir-
ing of Rahman. Today he 
is the Joseph R. Loring 
Professor in the Bradley 
Department of Electrical 
and Computer Engineer-
ing, but 43 years ago he 
was a young professor 
with a newly minted Vir-
ginia Tech Ph.D. in elec-
trical engineering. 

Rahman’s research had 
been in nuclear energy, 
a field that literally im-

Shades of green in systems thinking

In May, the Virginia Tech Wind Turbine Team traveled to the AWEA CLEANPOWER 
conference in San Antonio to compete in the 2022 Collegiate Wind Power 
Competition, where they won the Connection Creation Contest. Photo courtesy of 
U.S. Department of Energy.
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2.6 miles of sound barrier walls 
along northbound I-81, improv-
ing the southbound exit 137 off -
ramp intersection at Wildwood 
Road and adding interchange 
lighting at exits 137, 140 and 
141 are also included in the 
project. Expected completion in 
early 2026. 

I-81 TROUTVILLE REST 
AREA CLOSURE - Th e Trout-
ville Rest Area located on south-
bound Interstate 81 near mile 
marker 158 in Botetourt County 
is closed until Sept. 2, 2022. Sig-
nage indicating the closure has 
been posted in the rest area. Dur-
ing the closure, a temporary con-
crete barrier wall will be installed 
in front of the facility. Th e rest 
area facility, ramps and parking 
lot will be closed to the public. 
Th is project will extend the ramp 
into the rest area by 500 feet and 
the ramp out of the rest area by 
2,100 feet. It will also include 
expanding the truck parking area 
at the facility by about 10-13 
spaces. Work is expected to be 
completed in early fall 2022.

REST AREA OPTIONS: 
While the Troutville Rest Area is 
closed, southbound I-81 drivers 
can use the Fairfi eld Rest Area at 
mile marker 195 in Rockbridge 
County or the Radford Rest Area 
at mile marker 108 in Mont-
gomery County. In addition, the 
Troutville Weigh Station, locat-
ed on southbound I-81 at mile 
marker 149, will have portable 
toilets and parking will be tem-
porarily available for commercial 
vehicles.

INTERSTATE 81 LANE 
WIDENING CONSTRUC-
TION EXIT 141 TO EXIT 143 
– A project to widen the lanes 
on I-81 in Roanoke in both 
northbound and southbound 
directions between Exit 141 to 
Exit 143 has been underway. All 
lanes are now open and will re-
main open through winter with 
periodic lane closures at night as 
needed. Th e fi nal surface paving 
and markings for northbound 
traffi  c will resume this summer. 
Drivers can expect rough pave-
ment. Estimated completion 
date of the project is summer 
2022.

·       LANE CLOSURES: 
Nighttime alternating lane clo-
sures will be in place on I-81 
northbound between mile mark-
ers 104-106 from 7 p.m. to 6 
a.m. the following morning.

·       SLOW ROLLS: Slow rolls 
may be utilized periodically on 
both the northbound and south-
bound lanes from mile marker 
98-109 for structural steel deliv-
eries and setting beams.

INTERSTATE 581
ROUTE 581 BRIDGE 

WORK OVER WILLIAMSON 
ROAD –On Route 11 (Wil-
liamson Road) drivers can expect 
intermittent and alternating lane 
closures between the intersec-
tions with Rutherford Avenue 
and Wells Avenue. Intermittent 
daytime and nighttime lane clo-
sures between the intersections 
above might be required, and 
will be in place utilizing fl agging 
operations. Any impacts to I-581 
will be minimal. Th e project is 
expected to be complete in the 
fall of 2022.

·       LANE CLOSURES:
o   A left lane closure will be in 

place on northbound and south-
bound I-581 from mile marker 
0-1, Monday at 7 a.m. through 
Wednesday at 7 p.m.

o   A right lane closure will 
be in place on northbound and 
southbound I-581 from mile 
marker 0-1, Th ursday at 7 a.m. 
through Saturday at 7 p.m.

o   A left and center lane clo-
sure will be in place on north-
bound and southbound I-581 
from mile marker 0-1, Saturday 
at 5 p.m. through Sunday at 2 
p.m.   

·       A right lane closure may 
be in place on Route 11 north-
bound between the intersections 
of Rutherford Avenue and Wells 
Avenue periodically.

·       Nighttime left lane clo-
sures for both the northbound 
and southbound directions of 
Route 11 are possible between 
the intersections referenced 
above.

I-581 BRIDGE REPAIRS – 
Weather permitting, crews will 
repair bridge decks on Interstate 
581. Right, center and left lane 
closures will be in place north-
bound and southbound dur-
ing nighttime hours, 10 p.m. 
to 6 a.m. the following morn-
ing. Drivers should watch for 
signs and expect possible delays. 
Scheduled traffi  c impacts in-
clude:

·       Left or right lane closures 
may be in place on I-581 north-
bound from Orange Avenue to 

Valley View Boulevard from 6 
a.m. to 6 p.m.  

·       Left or right lane clo-
sures may be in place on I-581 
from Valley View Boulevard to 
Orange Avenue from 6 a.m. to 
6 p.m.  

·       Flagging operations may 
be in place on Liberty Road NW 
from Lukens Street NE to Hunt 
Avenue NW from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m.

INTERSTATE 77 (CAR-
ROLL COUNTY)

I-77 PAVING OPERA-
TIONS – Weather permitting, 
crews will be performing paving 
operations along Interstate 77 
between mile marker 24 and 0.  
Right and left lane closures may 
be in place along northbound 
and southbound lanes during 
nighttime hours, 7 p.m. to 6 
a.m. Drivers should watch for 
moving vehicles and equipment. 
Expect possible delays.

·       Milling and paving op-
erations on I-77 southbound 
lane. Right lane closure will be in 
place from mile marker 9 to 7. 
Ramp restrictions possible.

·       Latex application on I-77 
northbound 2 lanes near mile 
marker 11. Ramp closures pos-
sible. Message boards will alert 
drivers.

ROANOKE CITY
13th STREET SE IM-

PROVEMENTS WITH DE-
TOUR – A project to improve 
a portion of 13th Street SE in 
Roanoke is underway. Located 
in a residential neighborhood 
just east of downtown Roanoke, 
this project will improve traf-
fi c fl ow and connectivity along 
13th Street SE from Tazewell 
Avenue to Norfolk Avenue. Th e 
project entails reconstructing 
about 0.2-mile of 13th Street 
as an improved, two-lane road-
way with 10.5-foot-wide travel 
lane and a raised median. A new 
roadway will extend 13th Street 
to Norfolk Avenue and the in-
tersection at 13th Street and 
Wise Avenue will be reconfi g-
ured to include a roundabout. 
Bike lanes, sidewalks, crosswalks 
and curb and gutter will also be 
added. Southbound 13th Street 
traffi  c has a detour in place us-
ing Norfolk Avenue onto 12th 
Street to Tazewell Avenue. Th is 
detour will be in place through-
out the duration of this project. 
Signs will be posted to designate 
the detour route. Northbound 
13th Street will remain open to 
traffi  c. Flaggers may be possible 
and the speed limit through the 
work zone is 25 mph. Th e proj-
ect is expected to be completed 
in summer 2023.

SURFACE TREATMENT 
OPERATIONS – Weather per-
mitting, crews will begin surface 
treatment operations on various 
routes.  Lane closures may be in 
place and fl aggers may control 
traffi  c at times during daylight 
hours.  Drivers should watch for 
signs and expect possible delays. 
Th e road surface may be rough 
for several weeks after surface 
treatment is applied. Once it 
packs down, the road surface will 
be brushed and return to a more 
smooth surface.

ROANOKE COUNTY
ROUTE 311 AND ROUTE 

419 ROUNDABOUT AT 
HANGING ROCK - A road 
project to replace the signalized 
intersection of Route 311 and 
Route 419 in Roanoke County 
at Hanging Rock with a round-
about is set to begin. During 
construction, lane closures and 
a road closure with a detour 
through August will be in place. 
Drivers should expect the follow-
ing:

·       Closure & Detour: A 
portion of the Route 419 and 
Route 311 intersection is closed 
and a detour is in place for ap-
proximately four to six weeks. It 
is scheduled to reopen in August 
or September. Motorists should 
be aware of the following im-
pacts:

·        Traffi  c will not be able 
to turn left from Th ompson Me-
morial Drive (Route 311) onto 
Catawba Valley Drive (Route 
311)

·        Th ompson Memorial 
Drive traffi  c will not be able to 
drive straight through the inter-
section onto Route 419.

·        Route 419 traffi  c will 
not be able to continue straight 
at the intersection onto Th omp-
son Memorial Drive.

·        No U-turns on Route 
311 allowed.

During the partial intersec-
tion closure, drivers will need 
to use alternate routes and can 
detour using Interstate 81 exit 

140 onto Th ompson Memorial 
Drive and exit 141 onto Route 
419. Using Main Street in Sa-
lem to reroute onto Route 419 
or Th ompson Memorial Drive 
around the partial intersection 
closure is another option.

·       August through No-
vember: Th e new roundabout 
is expected to be open to traffi  c 
in August or September.  Driv-
ers should still expect nighttime 
lane closures with fl aggers be-
tween 9 p.m. and 6 a.m., Sun-
day through Th ursday around 
the roundabout for fi nal paving, 
pavement marking and sign in-
stallation.

ROUTE 635 (GOODWIN 
AVENUE) CLOSURE – As 
part of the ongoing I-81 proj-
ect from exit 137 to 141, Route 
635 (Goodwin Avenue) is closed 
where it runs underneath I-81. It 
will be closed for approximately 
30 days for reconstruction to 
accommodate the widening of 
the interstate. Drivers will need 
to seek alternate routes as traffi  c 
will not be able to pass under-
neath the interstate during this 
time.

ROUTE 628 CULVERT 
REPLACEMENT – Route 628 
(Greenridge Road) is undergoing 
a culvert replacement located .25 
miles east of the road’s entrance 
from Route 780 (Cove Road). 
Lane closures on Route 628 uti-
lizing temporary traffi  c signals 
will be in place through August 
2022. Expected completion is 
October 2022.  

ROUTE 760 (DIUGUIDS 
LANE) BRIDGE REPLACE-
MENT & DETOUR – A proj-
ect to replace the Route 760 
(Diuguids Lane) bridge over the 
Roanoke River is underway with 
preliminary work. Th e bridge is 
located at the Salem city limits 
near Route 760’s intersection 
with Route 639 (West Riverside 
Drive). Typical work hours are 
expected to be Monday through 
Saturday during daytime hours 
with occasional work on Sunday. 
Flagging operations may be in 
place periodically and occasional 
night work is possible. Drivers 
can expect short-term lane clo-
sures with fl aggers controlling 
traffi  c on West Riverside Drive 
periodically. Access to Green Hill 
Park, private entrances and busi-
nesses will be maintained at all 
times. Completion is expected in 
the winter of 2022.

BLUE RIDGE PARKWAY 
CLOSURE – Th e Blue Ridge 
Parkway is repairing slope fail-
ures. Detour signs to detour traf-
fi c around the Bent Mountain 
section of the Parkway will be 
in place. Traffi  c will be rerouted 
to Route 220 south to Route 
419 north to Route 221 south. 
Traffi  c traveling north on the 
Parkway would be reversed. Th e 
detour is expected to be in place 
through Summer 2022.

PAVING OPERATIONS – 
Weather permitting, crews will 
pave, patch, and repair pavement 
on various routes. Lane closures 
may be in place and fl aggers may 
control traffi  c at times during 
daylight hours. Drivers should 
watch for signs and expect pos-
sible delays.

·       Crack seal operations 
will be performed on Route 419 
South near Route 1699 and Sa-
lem City Limits. 

·       Milling and paving op-
erations, 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. with 
single lane fl agging, in Roanoke 
County include:

o   Route 605 (Shadwell Drive 
/ Old Mountain Road) from Ro-
anoke City Limit to Route 627.  

o   Route 601 Hollins Road 
from Route 115 to Route 627

SURFACE TREATMENT 
OPERATIONS – Weather per-
mitting, crews will begin surface 
treatment operations on various 
routes.  Lane closures may be in 
place and fl aggers may control 
traffi  c at times during daylight 
hours.  Drivers should watch for 
signs and expect possible delays. 
Th e road surface may be rough 
for several weeks after surface 
treatment is applied. Once it 
packs down, the road surface will 
be brushed and return to a more 
smooth surface.

BEDFORD COUNTY
ROUTE 460 S-CURVE RE-

ALIGNMENT – Work is com-
ing to a close to realign 1.4 miles 
of the eastbound lanes of Route 
460 in Bedford County near 
Montvale, about eight miles west 
of Bedford and approximately 
2.3 miles east of Montvale. All 
lanes are now open, and the 
speed limit has returned to 55 
mph. Drivers may see residual 
work continue and traffi  c im-
pacts such as lane closures may 
be possible. Message boards will 
be posted to alert drivers. Com-

pletion is expected in Summer 
2022.

ROUTE 747 PIPE RE-
PLACEMENT CLOSURE - A 
section of Route 747 (Joppa Mill 
Road) and Route 691 (Shep-
herds Store Road) is closed for 
a pipe replacement. Th is closure 
will be located 0.10 of a mile 
from Route 691 (Shepherds 
Store Road) and 0.75 mile from 
Route 807 (Scenic View Road) 
and 1.36 miles from Route 745 
(Mount Olivet Road).  Th ere 
will be signage for a detour that 
follows Route 24 (Stewartsville 
Road) and Route 122 (Moneta 
Road). Th e road is scheduled to 
be completed on August 8 at 5 
p.m.

ROUTE 221 INTERSEC-
TION IMPROVEMENTS – A 
project to improve safety and 
operations at three signalized 
intersections is underway. Two 
intersections are on Route 221 
in Bedford County in the Sa-
lem District and one is at Route 
460 Business (Timberlake Road) 
and Route 622 (Waterlick Road) 
in Campbell County in the 
Lynchburg District. In Bedford 
County, this project will improve 
two adjacent signalized intersec-
tions in the Forest area on Route 
221 at Route 1425 (Graves Mill 
Road) and at Route 1426 (Grist-
mill Drive). Most work will be 
performed during nighttime 
hours, Monday through Friday, 
6 p.m. – 7 a.m. the next morn-
ing. Drivers may see shoulder 
and lane closures during daytime 
hours on the weekends. Th e 
project is expected to be com-
pleted in spring 2023.

ROUTE 655 INTERSEC-
TION AND SAFETY IM-
PROVEMENTS – Construc-
tion to improve the intersection 
and shoulders began on Route 
655 and various locations from 
0.91 mile north of the Route 
653 and 655 (Goodview Road 
and Route 616 (Horseshoe Bend 
Road) to 0.038 mile north of the 
Route 655 (Good View Road) 
and Route 616 (Horseshoe Bend 
Road) is underway. Flagging 
operations at the intersection of 
Goodview Road and Horseshoe 
Bend will be in place during the 
week and work hours of 8 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Th e expected comple-
tion date is the end of September 
2022.

ROUTE 691 PIPELINE 
REPLACEMENT - Eff ective 
immediately, a section of Route 
691 (Quarles Road) is closed due 
to a pipe failure. Th e closure is 
located .40 mile from Route 726 
(Quarterwood Road) and 1.30 
mile from Route 619 (Pendleton 
Road). Th e road will be closed 
until further notice.

ROUTE 623 CULVERT 
REPLACEMENT - A section of 
Route 623 (Turkey Foot Road) 
in Campbell County on the 
Bedford County line is closed 
to replace a culvert which car-
ries Buff alo Creek. Th is structure 
is located .18 mile north of US 
460 and 0.68 mile south of the 
Bedford/Campbell County line. 
Th ere will be signage for a de-
tour. Th e road is scheduled to be 
completed on July 29 at 5 p.m.

ROUTE 619 CULVERT RE-
PLACEMENT – A project to 
replace a culvert on Route 619 
is underway. Route 619 will be 
reduced to one lane with a tem-
porary signal controlling traf-
fi c from Route 1460 to Route 
839. Expected completion of the 
project is the end of September 
2022.

ROUTE 715 BRIDGE RE-
PLACEMENT – A bridge re-
placement project over Norfolk 
Southern Railroad has closed 
Route 715 (Lowry Road). Th e 
bridge is located 0.085 mile 
south of Norfolk Southern Rail-
road to 0.048 mile north of 
Norfolk Southern Railroad on 
Route 715. Message boards will 
alert drivers. Th is replacement 
will change the current single 
lane steel and wooden bridge 
to a two-lane concrete bridge. 
A detour will be in place. Trav-
elers will use Route 671 (Tim-
ber Ridge Road) to Route 221 
(Forrest Road). Th e detour will 
remain in place until project 
completion which is scheduled 
for Fall 2022.

SURFACE TREATMENT 
OPERATIONS – Weather per-
mitting, crews will begin surface 
treatment operations on various 
routes. Lane closures may be in 
place and fl aggers may control 
traffi  c at times during daylight 
hours. Drivers should watch for 
signs and expect possible delays. 
Th e road surface may be rough 
for several weeks after surface 
treatment is applied. Once it 
packs down, the road surface will 
be brushed and return to a more 
smooth surface.

Surface treatment is scheduled 
for Routes 839, 700, 616, 791, 
749, 608, 731 and 735, weath-
er permitting.  Expect fl agging 
operations on any of the routes 
listed above.

ROUTE 122 UTILITY 
WORK - MMI will be install-
ing fi ber optic along 122 from 
the Franklin County line to the 
Town of Bedford line and Route 
460 eastbound from the Town of 
Bedford to Alum Springs Road. 
Th is work will be ongoing. Mo-
torists should expect shoulder or 
lane closures for travel in both 
directions. Intermittent slow 
rolls will be required for periods 
lasting no longer than 15 min-
utes.

ROUTE 619 CULVERT 
REPLACEMENT – Crews are 
replacing a culvert on Route 619 
with a road closure in place. Th e 
closure is being operated by tem-
porary signals through August 
26, not to exceed 90 days. Tem-
porary signals have placed traffi  c 
in a single lane confi guration on 
Route 619. A fl agging operation 
will be used as needed on Route 
619 from Route 1460 to Route 
839 during the hours of 7 a.m. 
to 5:30 p.m., Monday through 
Friday. Expected completion is 
the end of September 2022.   

BOTETOURT COUNTY
ROUTE 674 CULVERT 

REPLACEMENT – A culvert 
replacement on Route 674 (Tin-
ker Mill Road) is underway. 
Temporary signals are in place 
to control traffi  c through a single 
lane at the culvert during con-
struction.  

ROUTE 611 (GREYLEDGE 
ROAD) CLOSURE – A 1.5 
mile section of Route 611 (Grey-
ledge Road) is closed due to 
fl ooding that damaged the road-
way. Extensive repairs will be 
needed and a detour will be in 
place. Th ere is no estimated time 
for the road to reopen.

ROUTE 817 (OLD RAIL 
ROAD) BRIDGE WORK – 
Old Rail Road in Oriskany is 
closed for repairs to the bridge 
over Craig’s Creek, the historic 
McCallister Truss Bridge. Th e 
bridge is located 0.60 miles from 
Route 704 (Branchwater Road) 
and 0.20 miles from Route 770 
(Edlo Lane). Th e bridge will be 
closed during daytime hours, 8 
a.m. through 5 p.m., Monday 
through Th ursday, when the 
water level is low. Work on this 
bridge is restricted when water in 
the creek is high. All traffi  c be-
tween 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. will use 
the Edlo Ford. Signs have been 
posted to alert drivers. Estimated 
time for completion Fall 2022.

CARROLL COUNTY
ROUTE 645 CULVERT RE-

PLACEMENT – Partial removal 
and demolition of the existing 
culvert on Route 645 (Stone 
Mountain Road) is underway. 
Th e road will be closed for re-
moval of existing culvert and 
installation of a new box culvert. 
A detour will be in place at the 
intersections of Route 645 and 
Route 618 and Route 645 and 
Route 638. Estimated comple-
tion is April 2023.

ROUTE 58 WESTBOUND 
BRIDGE REPLACEMENT - 
Work has begun to replace the 
bridge on Route 58 westbound 
over Crooked Creek near the 
Woodlawn area. Th e bridge is 
located between the intersec-
tions with Route 822 (Fieldview 
Road) and Route 887 (Glendale 
Road).  Initially, the project will 
focus on constructing crossovers 
between the above-mentioned 
intersections with intermittent 
and temporary single lane clo-
sures in place. Th ese crossovers 
are temporary during the bridge 
replacement with single lanes 
in each direction until the end 
of the project. Once the cross-
overs are complete, Route 58 
westbound will be temporarily 
detoured through the left lane 
of Route 58 eastbound, limiting 
travel in each direction to a sin-
gle lane. A right lane closure will 
be in place traveling westbound 
and a left lane closure traveling 
eastbound. Th e project is sched-
uled to be completed in Decem-
ber 2022.

TRAFFIC SHIFT – A traffi  c 
shift is in place reducing both 
directions to one lane near Glen-
dale Drive. It will be in place 
for approximately 12 months 
or until fall 2022. All eastbound 
traffi  c will use the existing right 
eastbound lane. All westbound 
traffi  c will be shifted to the exist-
ing left eastbound lane.

Right lane closures may be 
in place on Route 58 eastbound 
between Route 822 (Fieldview 

See VDOT, page 10
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The best place to find it, sell it, buy it, & announce it.
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

STATEWIDE       
ADS

STATEWIDE       
ADS

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Ad-
vertise your upcoming auctions 
statewide and in other states. 
Affordable Print and Digital Solu-
tions reaching your target audi-
ences. Call this paper or Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” lan-
donc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-877-
614-6667

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your 
home and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote to-
day! Call for additional terms and 
conditions. 1-877-636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your reli-
ance on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no ob-
ligation, quote today. Call 1-833-
688-1378

Replace your roof with the best 
looking and longest lasting ma-
terial – steel from Erie Metal 
Roofs! Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guaranteed 
to last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer - $500 Discount + Addi-
tional 10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st respond-
ers.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-844-902-4611

The bathroom of your dreams 
for as little as $149/month! BCI 
Bath & Shower. Many options 
available. Quality materials & 
professional installation. Senior 
& Military Discounts Available. 
Limited Time Offer - FREE vir-
tual in-home consultation now 
and SAVE 15%! Call Today! 
1-844-945-1631

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. Now 
featuring our FREE shower 
package and $1600 Off for a lim-
ited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 1-877-
591-9950

RECRUITMENT

HIRING? Promote job listings 
regionally or statewide! Afford-

able Print and Digital Advertis-
ing Solutions reaching potential 
candidates. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  HY-
PERLINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.
net” landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t e d , 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court ap-
pearance. Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. Hilton Ol-
iver, Attorney (Facebook). 757-
490-0126. Se Habla Espanol. 
BBB Member.  HYPERLINK “ht-
tps://hiltonoliverattorneyva.com” 
https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-
TEED Life Insurance! No medi-
cal exam or health questions. 
Cash to help pay funeral and 

other  nal expenses. Call Physi-
cians Life Insurance Company- 
844-509-1697 or visit  HYPER-
LINK “http://www.Life55plus.
info/vapress” www.Life55plus.
info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit! 
Call 888-608-4974

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Information 
Kit with all the details! 1-888-
550-3083 www.dental50plus.
com/virginia #6258

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

Get the most 
out of your lawn 
this summer.

1-855-942-6217

50%
OFF*

Your First 
Application

Save now with

SCHEDULE YOUR 
APPOINTMENT TODAY!

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. 
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer 
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. Offer expires December 31, 2022. If you 
call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages 

by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. 
Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. VA License Number: 2705029944

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE
1-844-902-4611

Made in 
the USA

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 12.31.22

STATEWIDE       
ADS

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 9/30/2022. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party 
 nancin  is a ailable for those customers who ualify. ee your dealer for details. 2022 I crylic Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

(844) 945-1631
CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES SEPTEMBER 30, 2022

$500
  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**OR

Military & Senior Discounts Available

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration#
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Yard Sales - 
Botetourt County

Huge Indoor Yard 
Sale 

Yard Sales - Salem

Multi-Family 
Yard Sale 

Auction

 

Help Wanted

Quality Inn Radford 

Help Wanted  

Part Time  
Newspaper  

Production Help  

Wanted to Buy

Wanted to Buy 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Home 
Improvements

Double C 
Contracting & 

Excavation 

Lawn & Garden

Hill Turner 
Landscaping, Inc  

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Order of 
Publication 

Case No. 22-7 

James Daniel Hull 
Amy Diane Hammond, 
Stephen Holloway 
Hammond v. James 
Brandon Hull 

VIRGINIA: IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 
OF BOTETOURT 
COUNTY IN RE: 

ESTATE OF GARY 
GROVER HOWELL, 

DECEASED 

NOTICE 

Legals - City of 
Radford

ABC NOTICE 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

VIRGINIA: IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE COUNTY 

OF MONTGOMERY 

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

Legals - Town of 
Vinton

Notice to Our 
Family Medicine 

Patients 

MAKE AN 

“A”
IN ADVERTISING!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355

BAG 
A GREAT DEAL IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS!
To place your ad, 

call 389-9355
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Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES  DIRECTORY

To place your ad here, call 540-389-9355 

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

around here,
Buyers & Sellers
trust
Dayna

ROANOKE’S #2 NEWS 
TALK AND SPORTS 

RADIO STATION
(nielson fall2021book)
www.foxradioroanoke.com    

(540) 343-7109

CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com 

SHERRYE
FLESHMAN

REALTOR®
Each office is independently
owned and operated

   
   H

OUSE NEED A BATH?
SIDEWALKS

DRIVEWAYS

GUTTERS

HOUSES

DECKS

PORCHES

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708     USMC RETIRED    drillinstr@gmail.com

ADVERTISE!
Place your ad here, 
call 540-389-9355 

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

Top money paid
FREE estimates

Contact us at
540-988-2420

jemcoincollections
@gmail.com

WE BUY
COIN

COLLECTIONS ADVERTISE!
Place your ad here, 
call 540-389-9355 

HELPFUL SOLUTIONS HOME CARE SERVICES
“Your Family is Our Family”

                                  

Our philosophy is Honesty and Integrity is our best policy. 

ADVERTISE!
Place your ad here, 
call 540-389-9355 

Forever 
Young

Forever Young
7770 Peppers Ferry 

Boulevard
Call today at 

540-639-1986 or 
540-831-8111

RESEARCH 
YOUR OPTIONS

* Private Care
* Private Pay
* All Levels of Care  
 including Hospice
* Personal References
 Available Upon 
 Request

IMMEDIATE 
VACANCY – 
ACT NOW!!

Providing 
Compassionate Care

In a Home Environment
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Montgomery Sports
Behind the tale of Lane Stadium North

PHOTO COURTESY OF VT ATHLETICS
Parker Wood made the UVA-Virginia Tech game in Charlottesville a little more interesting when his sign bragged 
about how many times the Hokies had won on the Hoos home field.

my sign a few times dur-
ing the game just because 
the people around me 
were not very fond of it. 
But you know, I did my 
own thing.”

Wood’s night was about 
to turn viral after a pre-
game photo of him and 
his sign landed a prime 
spot on Instagram, cour-
tesy of @HokieSports.

“I did not have a great 
WiFi connection at the 
stadium, but at some 
point, I eventually saw it,” 
Wood said. “I got a bunch 
of texts from friends and 
Snaps. So, that was pretty 
fun.”

With his phone blow-
ing up, Wood fi elded texts 
from friends and family 
who were following the 
game remotely.

“My family’s reaction 
was more of pride in me 
like, ‘Th at’s my son!’ Or, 
‘Th at’s my cousin!’” Wood 
said. “But my friends were 
a lot more happy that 
I had my sign right in 
front of all the UVA fans. 
Th ey were saying, ‘You’re 
famous!’ Or, ‘Th at’s my 
roommate!’ Th ere was def-

initely a lot of pride across 
the way.”

But Wood’s pride that 
night was far from being 
extinguished. Before him, 
Tech was immersed in a 
classic, back-and-forth ri-
valry aff air with Virginia, 
twice answering UVA 
touchdowns during the 
fi rst half while a 32-yard 
fi eld goal by John Parker 
Romo brought the Hokies 
within 21-17 of the ‘Hoos 
at halftime.

Raheem Blacks-
hear’s 50-yard run early 
during the third quar-
ter helped lead to Tech’s 
game-tying touchdown as 
the Hokies drew level at 
24-24.

Given its fi rst lead (27-
24) by a second Romo 
fi eld goal, Tech’s strip-
sack of UVA quarterback 
Brennan Armstrong dur-
ing the closing minutes 
of regulation appeared to 
seal the victory, despite an 
untimely fumble that pro-
longed the contest. How-
ever, the Hokies’ defense 
managed to successfully 
halt UVA in the red zone, 
prompting a remarkable 

scene at Scott Stadium, 
as Tech fans victoriously 
rushed the fi eld at Scott 
Stadium.

“You know, it was kind 
of unorthodox for away 
fans to rush the fi eld,” 
Wood said. “It all hap-
pened so fast. People on 
the left of the hill started 
going fi rst. From that 
point, I was on the right 
side and fi gured if there 
were already 20-30 people 
going out there, I might 
as well join, too.”

Ditching his brother 
and his friend, Wood 
high-fived Tech players 
during his full-on sprint 
to midfield to join the 
excited mob of Hokie 
Nation.

“That was a special 
moment. I was really 
happy for the players,” 
Wood said. “I mean, 
at the end of the day, I 
know the players, how 
hard they had worked, 
and how much they 
wanted it. So, I was re-
ally happy to see them 
celebrate and really take 
it all in.”

Arms raised high, 

Wood and his sign cap-
tioned the exuberant 
Tech crowd perfectly. 
After all, the Hokies had 
now won 12 of their last 
15 games at Scott Sta-
dium; this was becoming 
their second home field: 
Lane Stadium North.

“I could not really 
see until afterwards, but 
I saw pictures,” Wood 
said. “It was actually a 
pretty decent crowd on 
the field. It was not just 
the 20 or 30 people I 
had seen when I first ran 
out there. That really 
surprised me afterwards, 
seeing how it really did 
feel like a home game.”

As Wood acknowl-
edges, it was a moment 
only possible with Hokie 
Nation.

“All I can say is that 
Hokies travel – not 
just to Scott Stadium. 
I think the dedication 
we bring to our players 
is just really impressive 
compared to other fan 
bases,” Wood said.

Scott Stadium – 
more commonly known 
as Lane Stadium North.

(Editor’s note: Parker 
Wood shares about the 
iconic day.)

It’s an archaic combat 
practice.

Upon vanquishing an 
opposing force on the 
battlefi eld, the prevail-
ing battalion justifi ably 
plants its fl ag on previ-
ously contested ground. 
New territory has been 
annexed. Victory has been 
achieved.

While no physical land 
is up for dispute when 
Virginia and Virginia 
Tech meet annually in 
football in the Common-
wealth Clash presented 
by Smithfi eld, ask any-
one with stake in Blacks-
burg’s side of the rivalry 
and they will alert you 
to the contrary. Someone 
like Parker Wood, for 
instance, whose iconic 
sign written on Walmart 
posterboard could be read 
high, amid the sea of Tech 
fans who stormed Scott 
Stadium after the Hok-
ies’ 29-24, Clash victory 
last November in Char-
lottesville: ‘Lane Stadium 
North.’

“For the record, I did 
not come up with the 
name ‘Lane Stadium 
North,’” Wood said. “I 
had seen it in miscella-
neous places before. But, 
the night before [the 
game], I thought about 
it.”

At the time of the 
game, Wood was in his 
junior year at Tech study-
ing fi nance. Growing up 
roughly 30 minutes out-
side of Charlottesville, 
he casually took in UVA 
football and basketball 
games with his family, 
more so when his older 
brother was attending the 
university.

“It really was not until 
my senior year of high 
school that I started look-
ing more at Virginia Tech. 
I had toured there at the 
end of my junior year and 
just really liked how it 

kind of fi t with me well. 
It was pretty late when I 
really started looking at 
Tech.”

Wood committed 
his academic future to 
Blacksburg. It took him 
little convincing that the 
proper recipe for a Tech 
football gameday was to 
arrive early and always 
stay through to the end.

However, Wood’s for-
mula for a successful 
2021 Commonwealth 
Clash experience was in 
jeopardy. He woke up on 
the fi rst Saturday after 
Th anksgiving short of a 
ticket to Scott Stadium, 
needing a favor from his 
UVA brother to ultimate-
ly reserve his spot on the 
hillside.

“I was not sure if I was 
actually going to make it 
to the game,” Wood said. 
“My brother hooked me 
up [with a ticket] about 
two hours prior to pre-
game. I made the sign in 
a quick run to Walmart. 
It was so last-minute. But 
it defi nitely worked out 
well.” 

Wood’s confi dence 
to carry his sign behind 
enemy lines may have 
been matched that night 
only by interim head 
coach J.C. Price and the 
visiting Hokies, who 
were determined to fi n-
ish off  the Cavaliers and 
reach bowl eligibility. 
Yet through the heckling 
and the animosity, he 
was greeted by an emerg-
ing wave of ‘Go Hokies’ 
shouts and cheers.

After all, this was Lane 
Stadium North.

From the bottom of the 
hillside in Scott Stadium, 
Wood had trouble assert-
ing his sign in the shoul-
der-to-shoulder crowd of 
Cavaliers supporters.

“[My brother, his 
friend and I] were at the 
very bottom of the hill 
for the entire game and 
it defi nitely became really 
crowded,” Wood said. “I 
was actually only holding 

Former Radford High 
School volleyball player 
Trinity Adams, who is 
playing for the University 
of Florida, has been named 
to the SEC First Year Aca-
demic Honor Roll the 
Southeastern Conference 
announced Th ursday. Th at 
brings the Gator volleyball 
program’s total number of 
academic accolades to 10 
for the 2021-22 academic 
year.

On the court, the Ga-
tors fi nished 22-9 and 14-4 
in the SEC en route to the 
program’s 28th Regional 
Semifi nal appearance. Six 
players collected All-SEC 
accolades while three Ga-
tors earned All-American 
status from the American 
Volleyball Coaches Asso-
ciation..

To be recognized for 
the SEC Academic Honor 
Roll, the student-athlete 
must meet the following 
criteria: 1) have a GPA of 
3.00 for either the preced-
ing academic year or have 
a cumulative GPA of 3.00 
or above at the nominat-
ing institution; 2) be on 
scholarship, be a letterwin-
ner, or have participated 
on a varsity team for two 
years if non-scholarship; 3) 
have completed 24 semes-

ter hours of non-remedial 
credit at the nominating 
institution; and 4) have 
been a member of the var-
sity team for the sport’s en-
tire NCAA Championship 
segment.

New RU assistant
Following a two-year 

stint as the head men’s and 
women’s volleyball coach 
at Division III Medai-
lle University, John For-
man has been hired as a 
Radford University volley-
ball assistant coach, Head 
Coach Sherisa Livings-
ton announced Wednesday 
afternoon.

Forman brings an im-
pressive resume with him 
to the New River Valley, 
gaining knowledge and 
experience at all levels of 
collegiate volleyball in both 
the United States and Eu-
rope. 

In his time at Medaille, 
he was hired as the univer-
sity’s fi rst full-time head 
volleyball coach and took 
on the task of building a 
consistent contender. Th e 
men’s team soon made its 
fi rst conference tourna-
ment appearance since 
2017 with multiple all-
conference selections. 

Forman got his coach-
ing career started in 1998 
where he was named an as-
sistant coach at Dean Col-
lege in Franklin, Mass. He 

moved to the University 
of Rhode Island where he 
was an assistant for a year 
in 2000-2001. He then 
added  Brown University 
to his resume, serving as 
an assistant coach at the 
Ivy League institution from 
2001-2006. He recruited 
six All-Ivy League players 
for the Bears.

RU soccer goalkeeper 
transfers

Eastern Kentucky 
University soccer head 
coach Matt Cosinuke has 
announced the signing of 
former RU goalkeeper Lau-
ren Seedlock. 

She was named to the 
Big South All-Conference 
Second Team in 2021 af-
ter starting all 19 matches, 
posting a 13-5-1 record, 
and recording 11 shutouts. 
She made 72 saves on the 
season.

Seedlock selected EKU 
over such schools as Pitts-
burgh, Southern Miss, 
George Washington, and 
Bellarmine.

APPY all-star game
Th e Burlington Sock 

Puppets will host the 2022 
Appalachian League All-
Star Game at Burlington 
Athletic Stadium on July 
25 and July 26. Th e two-
day event will feature a Fan 
Fest and Skills Competi-
tion on Monday and the 
All-Star Game on Tuesday.

“We are extremely 
proud to be hosting the 
Appalachian League All-
Star Game in Burlington.” 
Burlington Mayor Jim 
Butler said. “We believe 
we have an All-Star venue 
in Burlington Athletic, and 
we have an All-Star Team 
in our Sock Puppets; so it’s 
only fi tting that we host 
the All-Star Game. We are 
honored to have that op-
portunity.”

All-Star Game festivities 
begin on Monday, July 25 
when the gates to Burling-
ton Athletic Stadium open 
at 5 p.m. with a full-roster 
autograph session for fans. 
Live music, fi re breathers, 
circus acts, infl atables and 
more will also start when 
the gates open. At 7 p.m., 
the Skills Competition is 
slated to begin. Th is event 
will not only focus on the 
incredible, physical talent 
of the All-Stars, but will 
also pit the fans of each 
Appalachian team against 
other fans, players, and 
coaches.

Th e All-Star Game, 
which is set to start at 7 
p.m. on July 26, will fea-
ture the best players from 
the West Division against 
the best players from the 
East.

“Last season’s All-Star 
Game in Pulaski was a 
great event for the play-

ers, fans, and everyone in-
volved,” League president 
Dan Moushon said. “In 
addition to showcasing our 
players’ skills, we look for-
ward to the exciting events 
and festivities that the Sock 
Puppets have planned for 
both players and fans in 
Burlington.”

During the plate meet-
ing prior to each game, the 
home team manager will 
determine if they want to 
play off ense or defense in 
the event of a tie game after 
regulation (7 or 9 innings). 
For the team on off ense, 
the player on the lineup 
card immediately preced-
ing the batter due up will 
be placed on fi rst base. 

Th e defensive team will 
have three outs to prevent 
the off ense from scoring. If 
the team on off ense scores, 
they will win the game. If 
the defensive team retires 
the side without allowing 
a run, they will win the 
game. 

If the player starting the 
inning on fi rst base scores, 
it will count in the statistics 
as a run for the player and 
an RBI for the batter who 
drove him in (if applicable) 
but will not count towards 
the pitcher’s earned-run 
average. Th e sudden death 
rule guarantees that no 
game will be played beyond 
9.5 innings or beyond 7.5 

Sports notes: RU volleyball assistant hired; former 
RHS volleyball player honored by SEC; RU women’s 
soccer goalkeeper transfers; RU to host FanFest

innings for a doubleheader 
game.

RU FanFest
Radford University Ath-

letics will host a Highland-
er Fan Fest on Th ursday, 
Aug. 11, from 6:00 to 8:00 
p.m. at Sinkland Farms. 

An evolution of the 
“Meet the Coaches Night” 
hosted in previous years, 
the evening will include 
food trucks, kids’ activi-
ties, infl atables, and more 
to kick off  the 2022-23 
athletics season. Guests 
will still have the opportu-
nity to meet and greet with 
coaches from each of Rad-
ford’s 16 teamsand to learn 
more about each program. 

Season tickets for the 
2022-23 men’s and wom-
en’s basketball campaign 
will be on sale at the event, 
giving attendees a chance to 
secure their favorite seats. 

Th e event is free to at-
tend,

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org
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Locally Owned and Operated Since 1963
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Hearing Aid Sales & Service, Inc.
ANDERSON AUDIOLOGY

Hear Better Live Better
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Motor Mile off ering biggest purse in track history
Motor Mile Speedway is 

investing in its own future by 
announcing the largest purse 
in the history of the track, over 
$50,000.

Th is includes $5,000 to win 
in the Sportsman Division and 
$10,000 to win in the Late 
Model Stock Car Division on 
Saturday Oct. 8. Green fl ag is 
at 5 p.m.  

Late Model Stock Car en-
tries are expected from all 
over Virginia and the Caroli-

nas, including track champion 
and Martinsville 300 winner 
Mike Looney, reigning track 
champion Kres VanDyke, and 
2021 national champion Pey-
ton Sellers. Rising star Kyle 
Dudley will do double duty as 
he readies his Late Model and 
Sportsman cars. 

Motor Mile Speedway has 
one of the strongest classes 
of Sportsman cars, with Carl 
Budzefski leading the points. 
He’ll be joined in October by 

local star Daryn Cockram and 
a fi eld of winners, including 
Jamie Sweeney and Brad Foy. 
Th ese local stars will be chal-
lenged by South Boston points 
leader Kyle Barnes and an ex-
pected fi eld of stars from South 
Boston, Kingsport, Dominion, 
and more for the 100 lap tilt.

Pole awards and contingen-
cy programs will be announced 
in the months leading up to 
the event.

Mark Ebert, President and 

CEO at Motor Mile Speedway 
and the Rusty Wallace Racing 
Experience, said, “We’ve been 
looking for the opportunity 
to add a signature race at Mo-
tor Mile since we took over. 
When the CARS Tour race was 
changed, we saw an opportu-
nity for a big year-end race on 
October 8. We’ve been in con-
tact with a bunch of the Late 
Model teams, and it looks to 
be a good weekend for them. 
We look forward to a great 

fi eld of cars in both the Late 
Model and Sportsman divi-
sions.”

Jeff  Roark, the Speedway’s 
General Manager, said, “Th is is 
going to be a chance for us to 
really feature all that we off er 
here at Motor Mile. We’re go-
ing all out with the VIP menu 
for this race, including shrimp 
cocktail, crab cakes and steak 
tips. It’s going to be an amaz-
ing event with some of the best 
racing you’ll ever see.”

Radford University golfer tops in the Commonwealth of Virginia
Radford University’s Nick Taliaferro 

sank a 12-foot birdie putt on the fi nal 
hole Sunday to win the State Open of 
Independence presented by CapTech 
by one stroke over defending champion 
Evan Beck of Virginia Beach.

Taliaferro, who grew up minutes 
from Independence Golf Club, the host 
of the event, posted a three-day aggre-
gate 10-under-par 203, fi nishing with a 
1-over-par 72 on Sunday.

“If you told me a month ago I would 
win this tournament, I probably wouldn’t 
have believed you. I wasn’t hitting it well 
at all,” Taliaferro said. “But since the sec-
ond round of the State Am, I’ve been 
playing really well. I don’t know. It’s hard 
to put it into words. It’s cliché. But it’s 
obviously a big confi dence boost to know 
I can play against the best players in the 
state and win.”

Richmond’s Mark Lawrence and Glen 
Allen’s Chris O’Neill shared low profes-
sional honors, each posting three-day ag-
gregate totals of 5-under-par 208. Th ey 
tied for third with amateur Alex Price, 
who plays at Christopher Newport Uni-
versity.

After 12 holes of his fi nal round, Talia-
ferro sat at 14-under, fi ve strokes clear of 
his nearest competitor, and a win seemed 
inevitable. Until it wasn’t.

He hit his drive on the long par-4 
13th hole left, but he still had a reason-
able lie and window for his approach 
shot. Th en things got weird. His second 
shot drifted into the spongy bermuda 
rough left of the green. Even worse, he 
had a downhill lie for a delicate chip and 
not much room with which to work. 
His shot went long and trickled over the 
green, and he was unable to get up and 
down for bogey. Suddenly the lead was 
down to three strokes.

“Th at didn’t really rattle me,” he said. 
“It was just a case of being in the wrong 
spot.”

He quickly recovered on the par-3 
14th. He hit his tee shot well to the right, 
but on the green, and he lagged the putt 
close and made par to settle his nerves.

On to the 15th, where the newly in-
stalled far right back tee box had given 
players fi ts all week. Taliaferro’s fi rst drive 
hooked hard left and well out of bounds. 
His provisional went to the right into a 
penalty area, and he had to take relief 
for a one-stroke penalty. His fourth shot 
(including the two penalty strokes) fl ew 
the green, and he was unable to get up 
and down, leaving him with a disastrous 
triple-bogey seven.

Taliaferro’s Radford teammate Chan-
ning Blevins, caddied for Taliaferro all 
week, and he off ered some simple words 
to calm him down once the pair reached 
the 16th tee.

“If I had told him Friday morning that 
he’d be tied for the lead with three holes 
to go, he probably would have taken it,” 
Blevins said. “So let’s forget about the last 
three holes and do the best we can and get 
a couple of good looks.”

Beck was already in the clubhouse at 
9-under at that point, so Taliaferro knew 
he needed to play the last three holes at 
1-under to secure the victory.

He regained the steadiness that had 
been the benchmark of his game all week. 
He hit his drive on 16 down the middle 
and made a two-putt par. On the par-5 
17th, he was straight down the middle 
again and made a two-putt par. On 18, 
Taliaferro hit what Blevins called “his best 
drive of the week,” leaving him an 8-iron 
approach that he hit to 12 feet, hole high 
right.

Taliaferro and Blevins conferred for 
several minutes over the putt, and Talia-
ferro admitted he had some nerves as he 
lined up to hit it.

“Deep breaths,” he said. “Just kept tell-
ing myself, deep breaths. It’s something I 
was working on.”

Th e putt was straight and true from 
the start. With it three feet from the hole, 
Taliaferro raised his putter, and when it 
dropped, the sizable gallery surrounding 
18 roared, and Taliaferro pumped his fi st, 
the championship secure.

“I knew the read,” he said. “I just had 
to put a good stroke on it.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF RU ATHLETICS
Radford University golfer Nick Taliaferro won the State Open Sunday with a 12-foot 
birdie putt on the final hole.

Road) and Route 887 
(Glendale Road). 

CRAIG COUNTY
ROUTE 311 BRIDGE 

REPLACEMENT OVER 
MEADOW CREEK – 
Temporary signals are con-
trolling traffi  c across the 
bridge and will be in place 
throughout the project. 
Construction will begin 
on the northbound side of 
the bridge and once com-
pleted, work will switch 
to the southbound side. 
In addition, a section of 
Route 646 (Allen Street) 
between Route 650 and 
Route 311 will be closed 
during construction and 
a signed detour will be in 
place. All traffi  c will be de-
toured to Marshall Street 

and Kanawha Street to 
access either 311 or the 
homes located off  Allen 
Street. Speed limit will be 
reduced to 35 mph in the 
work zone with a width 
restriction of 9 feet. Driv-
ers should expect delays 
and allow extra travel time 
through the work zone. 
Weather permitting, the 
bridge is expected to be 
open to traffi  c by the end 
of 2022.

FLOYD COUNTY
PAVING OPERA-

TIONS – Weather permit-
ting, crews will pave, patch 
and repair pavement on 
various routes.  Lane clo-
sures may be in place and 
fl aggers may control traffi  c 
at times during daylight 

hours.  Drivers should 
watch for signs and expect 
possible delays.

Route 221 northbound, 
milling and fi lling opera-
tions 7 p.m. to 6 a.m.

FRANKLIN COUNTY
ROUTE 726 CLO-

SURE - A section of Route 
726 (Wads Gap Road) 
is closed for a low water 
structure replacement. Th is 
structure is located one 
mile South of Route 613 
(Naff  Road) and .2 mile 
north of Route 664 (Hicks 
Hollow Road). Th e road is 
scheduled to be completed 
on August 3 at 5 p.m.

ROUTE 619 CLO-
SURE - Eff ective August 
3 at 8:30 a.m., a section of 
Route 619 (Pleasant Hill 
Road) will be closed for one 

day for a pipe replacement. 
Th is closure will be located 
0.3 mile south of Route 40 
(Franklin Street) and 0.4 
mile north of Route 939 
(Menefee Road). Th e road 
is scheduled to be complet-
ed on August 3 at 7 p.m.

ROUTE 834 AND 
670 ROUNDABOUT 
PROJECT – Th e round-
about project at Route 834 
(Brooks Mill Road) and 
Route 670 (Burnt Chim-
ney Road) is underway. 
Flaggers will be controlling 
traffi  c around the intersec-
tion of Route 670 (Burnt 
Chimney Road) and Route 
834 (Brooks Mill Road) on 
weekdays during the spring 
and summer months. Th e 
speed limit will be reduced 
to 35 mph in the work 
zone. Drivers should ex-
pect traffi  c shifts and new 
traffi  c patterns throughout 
the duration of the project 
as turn lanes and portions 
of the new roundabout 
are being constructed. 
Th e new roundabout with 
lighting is anticipated to 
open to traffi  c in fall 2022. 
Overall project is expected 
to be completed in early 
2023. 

ROUTE 775 CLO-
SURE - Route 775 (Iron 
Ridge Road) is closed to 
traffi  c as an emergency clo-
sure due to washout. Th e 
road will remain closed un-
til further notice.

ROUTE 220: Crack 
sealing operations in place 
on northbound Route 220 
near Route 618 and Route 
718 during nighttime 
hours. Drivers can expect 
alternating lane closures 
with fl agging operations. 

SURFACE TREAT-
MENT OPERATIONS 
– Weather permitting, 
crews will begin surface 
treatment operations on 
various routes.  Lane clo-

sures may be in place and 
fl aggers may control traffi  c 
at times during daylight 
hours.  Drivers should 
watch for signs and expect 
possible delays. Th e road 
surface may be rough for 
several weeks after surface 
treatment is applied. Once 
it packs down, the road 
surface will be brushed and 
return to a more smooth 
surface.

GILES COUNTY
ROUTE 673 ROAD 

WIDENING AND RE-
SURFACING – Th e wid-
ening, stabilizing, and 
resurfacing of Route 673 
(Penvir Road) is under-
way. Work begins at the 
intersection with Route 
61 (Wolf Creek Highway) 
through 1.2 miles south 
of the intersection. Driv-
ers can expect intermit-
tent single lane closures 
controlled by fl agging op-
erations. Expected comple-
tion is September 2022.

 
HENRY COUNTY
ROUTE 692 

( H O R S E P A S T U R E 
PRICE ROAD) CLO-
SURE FOR BRIDGE 
WORK – A section of 
Route 692 (Horsepasture 
Price Road) in the Hors-
espasture area is closed for 
approximately four days 
due to bridge work to 
replace the concrete rid-
ing surface and span on 
the bridge over Jennings 
Creek. Th e bridge is lo-
cated on Route 692 about 
0.4 mile from Route 694 
(Wagon Trail Road) and 
0.3 mile from Route 793 
(Bouldin Road). Motor-
ists should expect fl aggers 
controlling traffi  c on the 
bridge for a few days be-
fore and after the closure as 
crews complete the bridge 
work. During the four-day 

closure, drivers will need 
to seek alternate routes.  A 
detour is available using 
northbound Route 220 at 
the North Carolina state 
line onto westbound Route 
58. Electronic message 
boards will be in place to 
alert drivers to the upcom-
ing bridge closure.

ROUTE 807 PIPE RE-
PLACEMENT – Route 
807 (Sarah Avenue) is for 
a pipe replacement located 
between the two intersec-
tions of Eastview Drive for 
approximately two weeks. 
Signs will alert drivers. Th e 
road is expected to reopen 
on July 25.

ROUTE 1142 CUL-
VERT REPLACEMENT 
–Route 1142 (Miles Road) 
will be closed for a culvert re-
placement. A detour will be 
in place. Signs will alert and 
guide drivers. Th e road is ex-
pected to reopen on August 5.

PAVING OPERA-
TIONS – Weather per-
mitting, crews will pave, 
patch and repair pavement 
on various routes.  Lane 
closures may be in place 
and fl aggers may control 
traffi  c at times during day-
light hours.  Drivers should 
watch for signs and expect 
possible delays.

·  Paving operations on 
Route 58 to the county line 
of Martinsville to Leather-
wood Creek.  Expect alter-
nating lane closures during 
nighttime hours with fl ag-
ging operations.

ROUTE 220 SOUTH 
RIDGEWAY SAFETY 
IMPROVEMENTS - 
Construction has begun 
for safety improvements 
on Route 220 South from 
VA/NC State line to Route 
688 at mile marker 3.06.  
Th ere will be a left lane clo-
sure in place until the work 
is complete. Completion is 
expected October 2022.
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