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The Radford City Republican 
Committee  hosted Delegate Ja-
son Ballard and six candidates for 
local office during a meeting on 
July 20, 2022, and unanimously 
endorsed  all six candidates.

Gloria Boyd, Chris Calfee, and 
Ed Dickenson were endorsed as 
candidates for the Radford City 
School Board.  

Boyd and her husband, 

Dwight, are both lifelong resi-
dents of Radford. They have three 
adult children and nine grand-
children. She is a retired teacher 
with more than 30 years of ser-
vice ranging from kindergarten 
to second grade in Pulaski Coun-
ty and Radford City Schools. 
Boyd will “provide families with 
a voice, protect our teachers, en-
sure a respectful school commu-
nity, and ensure transparency.”

Calfee met his wife, Becky, 
both attended Radford City 

schools, and they “have been to-
gether ever since.” They have two 
children currently in the Radford 
City School system. Calfee has 
served more than 20 years in the 
financial and banking industries 
in the New River Valley. He has 
always felt that “giving back is 
not only an opportunity, but a 
happy obligation” and “pledges 
to always listen to parents and 
community members and then 

Radford Republicans endorse 
candidates for local offi  ce

Tucked away deep in the 
basement of Norris Hall, 
Virginia Tech’s 60-year-old 
towing tank was in desperate 
need of a face-lift. Th e basin 
and its towing carriage, pri-
marily used for ship resistance 
research, was showing its age.

In late 2018, Associate 
Professor Christine Gilbert 
and Professor Craig Woolsey 
of the Kevin T. Crofton De-
partment of Aerospace and 
Ocean Engineering secured 
$620,000 from the Offi  ce of 
Naval Research through the 
Defense University Research 
Instrumentation Program.

Th e resulting instrumen-
tation upgrade modernized 
the aging tow tank to provide 
Virginia Tech with a unique 
testing facility to perform in-
novative, nontraditional ex-
periments that will serve the 
U.S. Department of Defense.

As one of a dozen or so 
academic towing tanks in the 
United States, the upgraded 
tank at Virginia Tech gives 
undergraduate and graduate 
engineering students valuable 
experience in state-of-the-art 
facilities, training on cut-

ting-edge technologies, and 
ultimately the opportunity 
to work to advance military 
research, which plays a criti-
cal role in workforce develop-
ment.

Th e facility is located 
near several U.S. Navy and 
commercial facilities in the 
mid-Atlantic region, notably 
in Washington, D.C., and 
Norfolk, that regularly hire 
Virginia Tech engineers to 
support the Department of 
Defense mission.

Experimental towing tank 
facilities are used by naval 
architects and engineers to 
conduct physical model ex-
periments in a controlled 
environment. While they 
vary in size and length, these 
facilities typically consist of a 
meters-long basin with a tow-
ing carriage mounted on rails 
above the tank, which pulls a 
model through the water at 
high speed.

Researchers are able to test 
small-scale models of ships 
and ocean engineering vehi-
cles and instrumentation and 
capture data on hydrody-
namics such as drag, lift, and 

force of fl ow while studying 
the eff ects that waves have on 
the vehicle’s structure.

“Students are going to be 
able to use the new towing 
tank facility to gain founda-
tional knowledge, whether 
they gain this opportunity 
through undergraduate or 
graduate research projects, 
independent study, and cur-
ricular or competitive engi-
neering design,” said Gilbert. 
“Th e experience working on 
towing tank experiments at 
Virginia Tech is valuable job 
training for experimental 
work being performed in the 
fi eld and at naval laborato-
ries.”

Virginia Tech began work-
ing with DLBA (a division of 
Gibbs & Cox) in partnership 
with Edinburgh Designs on 
trade studies for the carriage 
upgrade starting in 2019. 
Th e former towing carriage 
was removed and has been 
replaced with a high-speed 
simple frame design that no 
longer requires researchers 
and students to ride on the 
carriage. Th e carriage is now 
remotely operated, equipped 

Mega-warehouse under 
construction at Falling Branch IP

The Radford City Republican Committee endorsed six candidates for the Radford City Council and the Radford 
City School Board.

Virginia Tech’s towing tank facility is primed for engineering research

Blacksburg Art 
Association wins grant 
for downtown mural

A new mural will be 
showing up in downtown 
Blacksburg in August.

Th e Blacksburg Re-
gional Art Association 
(BRAA) has been awarded 
a grant from the Ameri-
can Association of Retired 
Persons (AARP) Commu-
nity Challenge program 
to create a public mural at 
the corner of Draper Road 
and College Avenue. Th e 
grant was pursued as a 
collaborative eff ort with 
the local AARP Blacks-
burg Chapter #2613.

Work will begin in Au-
gust with panels prepared 
in a private studio. When 

fi nished, they will be at-
tached to an outside brick 
wall of Gillie’s Restaurant 
on the Draper Road side.

BRAA’s public art 
chairperson Linda Correll 
collaborated with Leslie 
Pendleton, president of 
the local AARP Blacks-
burg chapter, to submit 
the grant. Th e stakehold-
ers and those providing 
information and approval 
to bring this project to 
reality in the downtown 
location were Th e Les-
ter Group (the building 
owner), Th e Public Arts 
Committee, and the His-
toric or Design Review 

Sunday morning 
collision on 
460 kills two

A head-on collision 
Sunday morning, July 
24, on Rt. 460 East 
involving two vehicles 
killed the drivers of 
both vehicles.

The collision oc-
curred shortly before 
10:00 a.m. near the 
Roanoke Street exit. 
One driver, Haley Haw-
thorne of Christians-
burg, was traveling west 

on 460, crossed the me-
dian, and collided head-
on with a vehicle travel-
ing east and driven by 
Adam Wilson of Blacks-
burg. Both drivers were 
pronounced deceased at 
the scene.

LifeGuard was con-
tacted and landed on 
the highway, but both 
patients died before 
they could be  airlifted.

PHOTO BY JAMA GREEN FOR VIRGINIA TECH
Mark Shepheard and M. Javad Javaherian conduct controlled motion slamming 
experiments in Virginia Tech’s upgraded towing tank, using a generic prismatic 
planing hull model. 

PHOTO BY LINDA CORRELL
Radford artist Nikki Pynn designed the winning mural.

PHOTO COURTESY OF MC IDA
A 251,000 sq. ft. warehouse space is currently under construction in Christiansburg’s Falling Branch 
Industrial Park.

Ed McMinn
Radford News Journal Editor

See Candidates, page 5

See Downtown Mural, page 3
SunCap Property Group has 

broken ground on 70 acres in 
the Falling Branch Industrial 
Park for the development of a 
251,000-square-foot industrial 

facility.
The build-to-suit development 

is located in Christiansburg 
and will be leased by a national 
Fortune 50 transportation 

company.
More details are pending, 

but the concrete slab has been 

See Mega-warehouse, page 4

with cameras for monitoring, 
and boasts smoother carriage 
movement along its rails and 
a more precisely controlled 
carriage speed.

Th e carriage itself is capa-
ble of a constant maximum 
velocity of 7 meters per sec-
ond (or 23 feet per second). 

Th e carriage is propelled with 
a belt-driven system with one 
large electric motor on each 
rail. Th e brakes are electro-
magnetic, providing enough 
braking force for the high 
acceleration and deceleration 
loads.

Further additions to the 

towing tank include a dedi-
cated data acquisition system 
and a suite of new sensors for 
experiments, such as force 
gauges, accelerometers, po-
tentiometers, wave probes, 
inclinometers, and pressure 
sensors.

By Jama Green
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday, July 27:

‘Wizard of Oz’ puppet show with 
Stevens Puppets

At the Radford Public Library; 11 
a.m. to noon. Lions and tigers and 
puppets. This is a  magical, full-stage 
production marionette puppet show 
performance of “The Wizard of Oz.”

Sustainable Blacksburg lunch and 
learn: Low-waste kids

At the Blacksburg Library at noon.  
Bring the family and learn about a va-
riety of ways to reduce waste in life 
and at home.

 
Teen book club 
At the Blacksburg Library at 4 p.m. 

This month the teen book club will 
be reading ”How Moon Fuentez Fell 
in Love with the Universe” by Raquel 
Vasquez Gilliland.

Central Business District meeting
The Central Business District 

Committee will meet at noon in the 
Administrative Conference Room 
of Christiansburg Town Hall, 100 
East Main St.

Water and waste committee meet-
ing

The Water and Waste Committee 
will meet at 3 p.m. in the Administra-
tive Conference Room of Town Hall, 
100 East Main St., Christiansburg. 

Thursday, July 28:
Lunch and learn: Adverse Child-

hood Experiences
At the Christiansburg Library at 

noon. Bring a lunch and learn about 
Adverse Childhood Experiences with 
New River Valley Community Servic-
es. ACE’s are traumatic experiences in 

childhood and the teenage years that 
may put children at risk for violence, 
chronic health problems, and men-
tal health/substance use disorders. 
Youth-serving organizations, coaches, 
caregivers, and community members 
who gain awareness of ACE’s can also 
help prevent them, giving children a 
better opportunity to grow and thrive 
in a safe and stable environment.

“You Can Never Tell” with Sarah 
Warburton

At the Radford Public Library 
from 7 to 8 p.m. Local author Sarah 
Warburton will visit the library to 
talk about her second novel, “You 
Can Never Tell,” a chilling thriller 
inspired by the Moors Murders that 
explores the twisted side of suburbia.

Saturday July 30:
Cooking with Dave at Bisset Park
At Bisset Park Shelter 1 from 4:30 

to 5:30 p.m., for a festive Cooking 
with Dave. Learn the recipe for Sand 
Dollar Cookies and watch Dave show 
how these cookies are made. Then 
stick around to sample a cookie, make 
a craft, and play some games.

Kids’ Stuff Swap
At the Blacksburg Library at 12:35 

p.m. Kids can bring the old stuff 
that they no longer need and swap 
it for things they do need! Items al-
lowed include clothes and shoes, 
sports gear, school and art supplies, 
homeschool curriculum and supplies, 
backpacks and lunch gear, and books. 
Good, quality items only please. Do-
nations are not required to partici-
pate. Email mhall@mfrl.org for ad-
ditional information.

 
Quilting marathon/Make a Quilt 

bookmark

At the Meadowbrook Public Li-
brary at 8 a.m. The Meadowbrook 
Quilters will host a quilting mara-
thon. The public is invited to see 
these skilled individuals practicing 
their craft. The group will be working 
on individual projects and will have 
supplies to make a quilt bookmark 
for all ages. Participants may bring 
their quilting projects or questions 
and the quilters will help. This pro-
gram is open to all ages.

Thursday, Aug. 4:
American Legion meeting
American Legion Harvey-Howe-

Carper Post 30 will meet at 7 p.m. at 
the VFW Post Home at 102 Watts St. 
in Radford. For further information, 
contact 540-250-2283 or 540-239-
9864.

Friday, Aug. 5 and 
Saturday, Aug. 6:

Book sale
Book sale at the Radford Public Li-

brary from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Lots of 
books for all ages will be sold at rea-
sonable prices. 

Tuesday, Aug. 9:
Sons of Confederate Veterans 

meeting
Sons of Confederate Veterans, Stu-

art Horse Artillery Camp 1784, will 
meet at 7 p.m. at Aly’s Family Ital-
ian Restaurant on 3204 Riner Road. 
Members of the United Daughters 
of the Confederacy are invited to at-
tend. For further information, call 
540-320-4315 or 540-239-9864.

Ongoing:
Montgomery-Christiansburg Citi-

zens Academy Registration now open
Registration for the 2022 Montgom-

ery-Christiansburg Citizens Academy 
is now open with an Aug. 15 deadline 
for Christiansburg and Montgomery 
County residents to register for this free, 
eight-week course.. Citizens Academy 
provides a hands-on experience for par-
ticipants, covering a wide variety of local 
government functions including fi re and 
rescue, libraries, animal care, and public 
works. Classes are Wednesday evenings 
from 6 to 8 p.m., beginning Sept. 7 and 
ending on Oct. 26.

United Way Emergency Food Pantry 
in need

Th e United Way NRV Emergency 
Food Pantry supply is critically low. 
Anyone able to donate any of these 
pantry items can drop them off  at the 
United Way offi  ce at 111 West Main St. 
in Christiansburg.

Alexander Black House Farming Exhibit 
Blacksburg Museum and Cultural 

Foundation announces ”Virginia is 
for Farmers: Agriculture in Southwest 
Virginia, Th en and Now,” an exhibit 
through Aug. 18, in the Alexander Black 
House main galleries, 204 Draper Road 
SW, Blacksburg. Admission is free, hours 
are Tuesday through Saturday from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. A reception open to the 
public will be held on Saturday, Aug. 6, 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Th e exhibit ex-
plores pre-settler agriculture in South-
western Virginia, Blacksburg area farms 
in the 18th and 19th centuries, the birth 
of the Future Farmers of America at Vir-
ginia Tech in the early 20th Century 
and brings us to our present-day local 
farmers market and Blacksburg’s neigh-
borhood gardens. For more informa-
tion, visit blacksburgmuseum.org.

NRCC tuition will not rise
By a unanimous vote, the State 

Board for Community Colleges chose 
to maintain the current in-state tuition 
and mandatory fees for the 2022-2023 
academic year.

Th e board’s decision means tuition 
at New River Community College will 
remain at $154 per credit hour, keeping 
community college tuition and man-
datory education and general fees at 
approximately one-third of the compa-
rable costs of attending Virginia’s public 
four-year universities.

Th is marks the fi fth year in a row that 
the board has voted to hold tuition and 
mandatory education and general fees 
steady for in-state students, who ac-
count for more than nine out of every 
ten students served by community col-
leges.

“I appreciate our community college 
board and presidents putting students 
and families fi rst by keeping tuition 
fl at,” said Virginia Governor Glenn 
Youngkin. “Ensuring aff ordable access 
to high-quality workforce training is 
critical connecting Virginians to un-

fi lled jobs and the careers of the future.”
“We’re grateful to the governor and 

general assembly, who enacted a state 
budget that allowed us to hold the line 
on tuition and fees,” said Interim VCCS 
Chancellor Sharon Morrissey. “We 
know educational quality and aff ord-
ability are important to our students 
and their families, and we’re particularly 
gratifi ed we’ve been able to hold tuitions 
at their current levels for several years 
running.”

Th e VCCS State Board also main-
tained the existing tuition rate for out-
of-state students, which is $354.10 per 
credit hour.

In addition, the board decided there 
would be no increases in the upcoming 
academic year to the tuition diff eren-
tial rates charged at eight of Virginia’s 
23 community colleges (Germanna, 
Brightpoint, Northern Virginia, Pied-
mont Virginia, Reynolds, Tidewater, 
Virginia Peninsula, and Virginia West-
ern). Tuition diff erential rates exist to 
allow colleges to address unique and 
specifi c institutional priorities.

Blacksburg student wins 
one of nation’s highest 
technical education awards

Kylene Monaghan from Blacksburg 
and a student at Blacksburg High School 
was awarded a Skill Point Certifi cate in 
technical drafting at the 2022 SkillsUSA 
Championships in Atlanta.

More than 5,200 students competed at 
the national showcase of career and tech-
nical education. Th e SkillsUSA Champi-
onships is the largest skill competition in 
the world and covers 1.79 million square 
feet, equivalent to 31 football fi elds or 41 
acres.

Students were invited to the event to 
demonstrate their technical skills, work-
place skills, and personal skills in 108 
hands-on occupational and leadership 
competitions including robotics, auto-
motive technology, drafting, criminal 
justice, aviation maintenance, and pub-
lic speaking. Industry leaders from 650 
businesses, corporations, trade associa-
tions, and unions planned and evaluated 
the contestants against their standards for 
entry-level workers.

Industry support of the SkillsUSA 
Championships is valued at over $36 mil-
lion in donated time, equipment, cash, 
and material. More than 1,100 industry 
judges and technical committee members 
participated this year.

Th e Skill Point Certifi cate represents 

demonstrated workplace readiness in the 
student’s occupational specialty. Students 
can add the certifi cate to an employment 
portfolio.

Skill Point Certifi cates were awarded 
to all national contestants who met a 
threshold contest score for their event as 
an indicator of profi ciency. All SkillsUSA 
Championships competitors were hon-
ored at the SkillsUSA Awards Ceremony 
at State Farm Arena, which was sponsored 
by partner Frontdoor Inc., with keynote 
speaker Darren Keefe of HGTV.

“Th is showcase of career and technical 
education demonstrates SkillsUSA at its 
fi nest,” said SkillsUSA Executive Direc-
tor Chelle Travis. “Our students, instruc-
tors, and industry partners work together 
to ensure that every student excels. Th is 
program expands learning and career op-
portunities for our members.”

Th e SkillsUSA Championships event 
is held annually for students in middle 
school, high school,  and college/postsec-
ondary programs as part of the SkillsUSA 
National Leadership and Skills Confer-
ence. Th e national, nonprofi t partner-
ship of students, instructors, and industry 
is a verifi ed talent pipeline for America’s 
skilled workforce that is working to help 
solve the skills gap.

Virginia Department of 
Transportation road watch

Th e following is a list of forecasted 
highway projects that may impact traffi  c 
traveling in the 12-county Salem Trans-
portation District this week. Th e Salem 
District covers Bedford, Botetourt, Car-
roll, Craig, Floyd, Franklin, Giles, Hen-
ry, Montgomery, Patrick, Pulaski and 
Roanoke counties.

MONTGOMERY COUNTY
I-81 NORTHBOUND AT EXIT 

105 NEW RIVER BRIDGE RE-
PLACEMENT IN MONTGOMERY 
COUNTY – Traffi  c on northbound I-81 
has been switched onto the newly con-
structed bridge over the New River at the 
Montgomery/Pulaski County line. Lane 
and shoulder closures may be in place 
near exit 105. Lane closure may be in ef-
fect during the week from 8 p.m. to 7 
a.m. Shoulder closures may be in eff ect at 
any time during the week. Slow rolls may 
be performed on I-81 in the north and 
southbound lanes from mile marker 98 
to 109. Speed limit is reduced to 60 miles 
per hour in the work zone. Shoulder clo-
sures will remain in place though the du-
ration of the project. Project completion 
is estimated by summer 2023.

·       LANE CLOSURES: Nighttime 
alternating lane closures will be in place 
on I-81 northbound between mile mark-

ers 104-106 from 7 p.m. to 6 a.m. the 
following morning.

        SLOW ROLLS: Slow rolls may be 
utilized periodically on both the north-
bound and southbound lanes from mile 
marker 98-109 for structural steel deliv-
eries and setting beams.

ROUTE 615 CULVERT REPLACE-
MENT – Route 615 (Pilot Road) is un-
dergoing a culvert replacement located 
at the intersection of Pilot Road and 
Old Pike Road, across from the Pilot 
Post Offi  ce. Lane closures on Route 615 
maintained by utilizing temporary traffi  c 
signals will be in place through August 
2022. Flagging operations may be in 
place. Route 615 will be limited to one 
10 foot lane.  Expected completion is 
October 2022.

PATTERSON DRIVE BRIDGE 
WORK IN MONTGOMERY COUN-
TY TO DETOUR TRAFFIC NEAR 
ROANOKE COUNTY LINE – From 
Aug. 1 through Sept. 2, Route 669 (Pat-
terson Drive) will be closed to through 
traffi  c due to work on the bridge over Bot-
tom Creek. Th e bridge is located about 
0.1 mile west of the Roanoke County 
line near Route 669’s intersection with 
Route 637 (Bottom Creek Lane). Traf-

See VDOT, page 5
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New director named for Southern Piedmont 
Agricultural Research and Extension Center

Entomologist Arash 
Rashed has been named 
the new director of Vir-
ginia Tech’s Southern 
Piedmont Agricultural Re-
search and Extension Cen-
ter, eff ective July 1.

Rashed comes to the 
university from the Uni-
versity of Idaho, where he 
most recently served as an 
associate professor and the 
Idaho State integrated pest 
management coordinator 
in the Department of En-
tomology, Plant Pathology, 
and Nematology.

“We are very pleased 
to announce Dr. Arash 
Rashed as the new director 
of the Southern Piedmont 
Agricultural and Research 
Center,” said Saied Mo-
staghimi, associate dean 
for research in the College 
of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences and the director 
of the Virginia Agricul-
tural Experiment Station. 
“Dr. Rashed has more than 
two decades of teaching, 
Extension, and research 

experience, and we look 
forward to the leadership 
and wealth of knowledge 
he will bring to the center.”

Rashed’s research is 
focused on vector-borne 
plant diseases and insect-
plant interactions. His 
fi ndings have been pub-
lished in 60 scientifi c 
journal articles and sev-
eral book chapters and 
proceeding books. He 
is currently the subject 
editor for the Journal of 
Economic Entomology 
and an associate editor for 
Frontiers of Insect Science. 
Since 2013, he has been 
involved in grants and 
contracts totaling more 
than $7.3 million, with 
more than $2 million in 
spending authority.

Rashed said he is ex-
cited to join the faculty of 
Virginia Tech and at the 
Southern Piedmont Ag-
ricultural Center, which 
currently has fi ve resident 
faculty, 14 full-time staff , 
and additional hourly 

Entomologist Arash Rashed’s research is focused on vector-borne plant diseases and insect-plant interactions.

workers at various times of 
the year.

He draws inspira-
tion and motivation for 

his new appointment 
at Virginia Tech from a 
quote by Albert Einstein: 
“Imagination is more im-

portant than knowledge. 
For knowledge is limited 
to all we know and under-
stand, while imagination 

embraces the entire world, 
and all there ever will be to 
know and understand.”

By Mary Hardbarger

From west to east: Student travels 2,442 miles and fi nds 
home at Virginia Tech Carilion School of Medicine

Julia De Luca is attending medical school a long way from home at the Virginia Tech Carilion School of 
Medicine. A scholarship and other financial assistance convinced her that replanting from west to east was 
worth it. Photo by Ryan Anderson for Virginia Tech.

As a Mexican American, 
Julia De Luca, a second-
year student at the Vir-
ginia Tech Carilion School 
of Medicine, is well aware 
of the struggles disenfran-
chised populations often 
face when obtaining equi-
table, accessible health care, 
and she’s passionate about 
making a diff erence.

“Growing up in South-
ern California, I was in-
fl uenced by my mother’s 
background,” De Luca said. 
“She grew up in a gang-rid-
den neighborhood of East 
Los Angeles. Even though 

she eventually found her 
way out, her experiences 
were still a signifi cant infl u-
ence on our family culture. 
I could see fi rsthand the 
health disparities that mi-
norities experience, and I 
felt like I could really make 
a diff erence.”

De Luca also feels her 
journey to medical school 
was deep rooted in her own 
personal experiences as a 
patient cycling in and out 
of doctor’s offi  ces. After 10 
years of debilitating pelvic 
pain, she was fi nally diag-
nosed with endometriosis.

“I have personal experi-
ence with being a patient, 
and I felt like I could apply 
that perspective as a doctor. 
I could provide my patients 
extra comfort and support,” 
she said. “I could bring 
empathy to the bedside 
and help make some really 
negative situations slightly 
more comfortable.”

De Luca attended Or-
ange Coast College before 
transferring to the Univer-
sity of California, San Di-
ego, where she majored in 
biochemistry and cell biol-
ogy. She spent three years 

working in a clinic and do-
ing medical research when 
her cousin, who lives in 
Blacksburg, told her about 
the Virginia Tech Carilion 
School of Medicine and 
urged her to apply.

Even though her big city, 
West Coast background 
gave her pause before apply-
ing to a small school in the 
mountains of Southwest 
Virginia, she took the leap 
of faith.

“I love it here,” she said. 
“I’ve totally embraced this 
rural community. I’m re-
ally grateful to be able to 

leave my California bubble, 
move across the country, 
and try something com-
pletely new. Roanoke is a 
lovely town with so much 
to off er.”

De Luca’s start to medi-
cal school was not what she 
expected when she tested 
positive for COVID-19 
on the fi rst day of school 
and had to isolate for three 
weeks. Th e illness left her 
with some long-term health 
issues.

“It was a pretty rough 
start to my medical school 
journey,” she said. “But 
aside from that, I have been 
so pleasantly surprised at 
what really has to off er and 
how much I’ve learned so 
far. I would love to just talk 
to myself prior to this jour-
ney and reassure myself of 
that.”

One thing that is es-
sential to De Luca’s educa-
tion has been Virginia Tech 
Carilion’s problem-based 
learning (PBL) curriculum 
in which small groups of 
seven students each work 
in a learning format using 
actual patient cases. Groups 
are facilitated by faculty 
members, but in essence, 
students teach themselves.

“I can’t imagine doing 
medical school without 
PBLs,” she said. “Over 
time, as we rotate groups, 
you get to learn every-
one’s teaching and learn-
ing styles, and you’re able 
to adjust accordingly. It’s 
a fantastic way of learning 
the material.”

Each Friday, class mem-
bers come together for a 
conversation with the pa-
tient they have been study-
ing that week. Known as 
the Friday Wrap-Up, it’s an 
experience that few other 
medical schools off er their 
students.

“Friday Wrap-Ups re-
mind us we’re not just deal-
ing with physiology and 
pathology, but also a real 
person with real emotions 
and perspectives,” she said. 
“As we study our PBL case 
each week, we’re encour-
aged to think as if we were 
the patient’s doctor. Th en 
to actually meet the patient 
each Friday and learn how 
it all played out in real life, 
it’s really awesome.”

Infl uenced by her own 
personal health journey, De 
Luca will be conducting 
her research into chronic 
pelvic pain with James 
Casey, assistant professor of 
obstetrics and gynecology, 
who is a minimally invasive 
gynecological surgeon with 
Carilion Clinic.

“Female reproductive 
health often gets forgot-
ten,” she said. “It means 
a lot to me that there are 
people here who care about 
these issues. I’m really hop-
ing I can make an impact 
on this health issue. Th e 
ongoing research in female 
reproductive health at Vir-
ginia Tech Carilion made 
an impact on my choice to 
come here.”

By Catherine Doss

board of the Town of Blacks-
burg. 

AARP’s Community Chal-
lenge program is in its sixth 
year, and AARP is announc-
ing the largest number of the 
grants to date, investing more 
than $3.4 million among 260 
grantees across all 50 states, 
Washington, D.C., Puerto 
Rico and the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands. According to an AARP 
release, the project will dem-
onstrate changes and help 
build momentum to improve 
livability for residents of all 
ages, backgrounds, and abili-
ties in Blacksburg and other 
awarded communities.

Correll said she believes 
Blacksburg’s project will add 
to the already vibrant pub-
lic spaces to be found in the 
downtown area adjacent to 
the Virginia Tech campus 
and Draper Road.  She said 
the mural is in a prominent 
location and coincides with 
upcoming streetscape plans 
for Draper Road and College 
Avenue. She said she hopes it 
will inspire an art alley con-
cept in conjunction with the 
streetscape plans.

Th e BRAA outdoor mural 

entry was designed by BRAA 
member artist Nikki Pynn of 
Radford, well known for her 
public art contributions in the 
region. Th e as-yet unreleased 
design gives a nod to the lo-
cation upon which it will be 
placed at the corner of Draper 
Road and College Avenue, the 
underground Strouble’s Creek 
that runs in the area, and the 
greenery and wildlife of the 
greater location.

Correll became involved 
with the project on short 
notice. “We had to act fast 
once the grant project was 
presented to us,” she said. “I 
conferred with several mem-
bers of the executive board 
of the Blacksburg Regional 
Art Association, which liked 
the idea. Because of the fast-
approaching deadline, we im-
mediately reached out to our 
well-known local mural artist, 
Nikki Pynn, who said yes and 
came up with a design. Once 
Th e Lester Group provided 
us with a perfect location, we 
made the submission.”

Notifi cation of selection for 
the grant was made to BRAA 
and the Town of Blacksburg 
in mid-May.

AARP publicly announced 
the 260 winners to share in 
the $3.4 million grant on 
June 29.

BRAA President Charlotte 
Chan said she and the asso-
ciation members are excited 
about this project. “Th e grant 
money will provide all the 
supplies needed and pay for 
the artist’s labor and design,” 
she said. “We are happy to 
have the art in such a public 
location and to support a lo-
cal artist whose art already 
adorns an electrical box near 
the Blacksburg Farmers Mar-
ket about two blocks away 
from the location of this new 
mural.

“Th e corner of Draper 
and College is a very busy 
car and pedestrian location 
with high visibility,” Chan 
said. “Our goal as a 70-year-
old art association is to pro-
mote and encourage creativity 
in all levels of our town and 
beyond, and we believe this 
project will do just that. We 
thank the supportive folks in 
town and in the local AARP 
Blacksburg chapter for giving 
us the chance to take on this 
project.” 

PHOTO BY LINDA CORRELL
The future location for Blacksburg’s award-winning mural at the 
corner of Draper Road and College Avenue.

Downtown Mural from page 1
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Rice Krispy productions: 
snap, crackle, pop. If there 
were electrical storms be-
tween the radio towers and 
my transistor, forget about 
it! I would strain for words 
here and there, hoping to 
get scores at least. Eventu-
ally, my Dad would come 
into my room and tell me to 
turn the games off , which I 
reluctantly would do.

As I mentioned, we were 
not in any MLB television 
market. In fact, I am not 
sure to this day which team 
was closest to Christians-
burg. Given the roads out 
of Southwest Virginia at the 
time, it might have been 
Washington or Baltimore 
or Pittsburgh or Cincinnati. 
Atlanta didn’t have a team 
until 1966. So, live baseball 
for me in my early years con-
sisted of going to Salem and 
watching the Pirates Class 
D team (the lowest rung 
on the professional ladder) 
do battle with the likes of 
the Harlan Yankees and the 
Johnson City Cardinals and 
the Bluefi eld Orioles.

My Dad and our great 
neighbor J.C. Grimes and I 
(or sometimes my mother) 
would take the trip down 
the mountain a few times 
a summer to see these “fu-
ture major leaguers” (in fact 
there were a few, but not a 
lot).

All of that changed in the 
summer of ‘62 when my 
folks decided to forego our 

annual Myrtle Beach trip 
to go to Washington D.C. 
As I recall we did most of 
the touristy things, like the 
monuments and the capitol, 
but most importantly, we 
took in a three-game series 
between the love of my life 
at the time, Mickey Mantle’s 
New York Yankees, and the 
woeful Washington Sena-
tors (the saying back then 
was, “Washington, fi rst in 
war, fi rst in peace, last in the 
American League”.)

I didn’t realize until a few 
years later that this trip was a 
big concession for my Dad. 
He was a lifelong Red Sox 
fan, a Yankee hater of the 
fi rst degree. He eventually 
infected me with the Red 
Sox disease, but the Yankees 
and particularly their star 
center fi elder Mickey were 
every boy’s favorite dur-
ing those years. Th e previ-
ous season Mickey and his 
teammate Roger Maris had 
conducted a season long at-
tack on Babe Ruth’s single 
season record of 60 homers 
with Maris breaking the re-
cord with 61.

We stayed at the Shore-
ham Hotel in D.C., the 
same place as the Yankees 
those fateful days in July of 
1962. I am sure my Dad 
went to great lengths to fi nd 
out where the Yanks were 
staying and to get us in the 
same hotel. Th us began my 
only time “meeting” with 
“famous people.”

Th e lobby of the Shore-
ham, one of D.C.’s premier 
hotels, was packed with kids 
my age or thereabouts, all 
armed with pens and paper 
or baseballs, all in search of 
the elusive autograph of a 
star. And they were ALL 
stars to us.

If there was a shyer, more 
reticent kid in the whole 
hotel than me I didn’t see 
him. My Dad grabbed a 
handful of Shoreham post-
cards, stuck them in my 
hand, gave me a hotel pen, 
and then literally pushed me 
toward gaggles of other kids 
who were more aggressive 
than I was.

In the middle of the 
gaggle there would usu-
ally be a Yankee or two. As 
I recall, and my recall of 
the experience is strong, the 
players were very accommo-
dating. While they usually 
were gently pushing their 
way through the hordes of 
kids, they would sign what-
ever you handed them and 
pat you on the head. A few 
might even talk to you for a 
brief moment.

Looking back on the 
experience over the years, 
one thing that stands out to 
me was how young they all 
were then. Th e Yankees of 
that era were the New Eng-
land Patriots and Golden 
State Warriors of the time: 
the best team in the most 
popular sport in the world. 
Dressed in business suits 
and ties at all times in pub-
lic, image conscious and 
proud.

Despite being terrifi ed 

in the moment, I came 
away with a nice haul. I 
got autographs, up close 
and personal, of the core of 
the Yankee teams that won 
the World Series in 1956, 
1958, 1961 and 1962, 
and the A.L. pennant in 
1955, 1957, 1960, 1963, 
and 1964: Yogi Berra and 
Whitey Ford and Bobby 
Richardson and Roger 
Maris and Elston Howard 
(the fi rst African-American 
on the Yanks) and Hector 
Lopez and Cletis Boyer and 
Luis Arroyo (a diminutive 
left handed Cuban relief 
pitcher who was always 
puffi  ng on a huge cigar no 
doubt made in his home-
land).  All stars, guys on 
the front of many a baseball 
card and national magazine 
of the time.

Alas, the “great white 
whale,” the holy grail of au-
tographs, that of the Mick 
himself, eluded us.

He was injured, as he 
often was, didn’t play that 
week, and never showed in 
the lobby.

Th anks, Mom and 
Dad, for one of the most 
memorable experiences of 
my youth. My fi rst major 
league games. I still have 
those postcards.

Evans “Buddy” King is a 
proud native of Christians-
burg, CHS Class of 1971. He 
resides in Clarksburg, W.Va., 
where he has practiced law 
with the fi rm of Steptoe & 
Johnson, PLLC, since 1980. 
He can be reached at evans.
king@steptoe-johnson.com.

One of my daughters 
asked me the other day what 
“famous” people I have met. 
I searched my memory and 
decided that I really don’t 
have a lot to pick from. But 
my one memory of meeting 
famous people is a great one. 
It is vivid and poignant to 
this day.

It was the summer of 
1962. I was 9 years old, and 
like many boys of that era, 
I was totally consumed by 
baseball.  I loved all sports in 
season, but none more than 
major league baseball in the 
summer. Th ose summers 
were full of days of neigh-
borhood baseball games in 
vacant lots from sunup to 
sundown and evenings of 
listening to games on the 
radio with my Dad in our 
living room and then going 
off  to bed with the ubiqui-
tous transistor radio under 
my pillow for more base-
ball. I thought I was fool-
ing the rents, but they were 
letting me get away with it 
for a while each night until 
they decided I needed some 
sleep. Or maybe it was my 
folks who needed the sleep.

It was a pattern and a life-

style followed in those days 
by many American boys 
(and some girls, like my 
neighbor Lynn Hickock, 
one of the best ball players 
on the street and the owner 
of a real fi rst baseman’s mitt), 
before the world changed 
and things got complicated 
and parents couldn’t take 
the safety of their kids for 
granted.

So, I would end my full 
days of playing baseball in 
our neighborhood game and 
my fun nights of listening to 
games with my Dad on the 
radio (televised games were 
for weekends, if you weren’t 
in a major league team’s 
market; we were not, more 
on that later) with nightcaps 
of more baseball on the ra-
dio in bed.

Harry Caray doing the 
Cardinal games on KMOX 
from St. Louis and Bob 
Prince doing the Pirate 
games on KDKA from 
Pittsburgh and other iconic 
broadcasters on stations 
that could manipulate their 
radio waves through the 
mountains of Appalachia. 
It was all AM radio and the 
broadcasts were what I call 
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. Droop
  4. Rested in a chair
  7. Thai (var.)
 10. Draw out wool
 12. Coatis genus
 14. Taxis
 15. Beige
 16. Supplementing with 
difficulty
 17. Capital of Norway
 18. A personal written history
 21. Cologne
 22. Australian flightless bird
 23. Lowest freeman; early Eng.
 25. 18th C. mathematician 
Leonhard
 28. Cabinet Dept. for homes
 29. Languages of Sulu islands
 33. More scarce
 35. Before
 36. Swiss river
 37. Actress & director Lupino

 38. Edges
 41. Thousand Leaves 
prefecture
 44. Soldier hero of Spain 
El ___
 45. Gains through work
 47. To the front
 49. I (German)
 50. Price label
 51. Barack’s 1st lady
 58. Drench with liquid
 59. Child (scot.)
 60. “Aba ____ Honeymoon”
 62. Disappearing shade 
trees
 63. Cricket frog genus
 64. Union busting worker
 65. A priest’s liturgical 
vestment
 66. Previously The Common 
Market
 67. Upper left keyboard key

 CLUES DOWN
  1. Point midway between S 
and SE
  2. Genus of birds
  3. Personal spiritual leader
  4. Japanese rice beverage
  5. Eared owl genus
  6. Wood oil finish
  7. Hyphen
  8. Competently
  9. Equal, prefix
 11. Broad-winged soaring hawks
 12. A collection of star systems
 13. Be in accord
 14. Links subject & predicate 
(linguistics)
 19. Paddles 
 20. Asian river between China 
and Russia
 23. Physicists Marie or Pierre
 24. Excessive fluid accumulation 
in tissues

 26. _____ Dunlap, pageant 
titleholder
 27. Made again
 28. Norse goddess of death
 30. A waterproof raincoat
 31. Express pleasure
 32. ___ Lanka
 34. Radioactivity unit
 39. Clay blocks for building
 40. Linear unit
 42. Conductor tools
 43. Whale ship captain
 46. Queen who tested Solomon
 48. Good Gosh!
 51. A gangster’s girlfriend
 52. Unstressed-stressed
 53. Draw through holes
 54. Old Italian monetary units
 55. Musician Clapton
 56. Ceremonial staff of authority
 57. Fabrics of camels or goats
 58. A very large body of water
 61. Basics
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OPINION

Home Country by Slim Randles: 
No sense arguing; ghosts are real

Two kids were arguing just outside 
my window the other day. Now that 
school’s out, they have more time for 
the important issues of life, of course. 
Th is time, the subject was ghosts and 
whether or not they are real.

People my age have to plead guilty 
to the capital crime of having gray hair, 
and therefore aren’t qualifi ed to par-
ticipate in such weighty matters. But 
if they had asked me, they might have 
been surprised. Of course there are 
ghosts. We’re surrounded by them.

Maybe they aren’t scary or grab you 
from behind, but they are ghosts just 
the same. See that rusting tank on the 
edge of town? Th at’s all that’s left from 
when George Dodson started that tan-
nery back in the 1920s. He was doing 
all right then, until the Great Depres-

sion came along, and George and the 
steel tank became ghosts … a part of 
our history, but still somehow here 
with us, still a part of what makes this 
community our home.

Just up Lewis Creek a mile are the 
sloping concrete walls of what used to 
be a dairy. As kids, we’d sneak over … 
quietly, so we didn’t spook the cows … 
and watch the men milking. Th e huge 
Holsteins walked in from force of habit 
like animated milk factories, which 
they were. Seems like there should be 
something someone could do with that 
old milking barn. Now it’s just hard to 
go by and see the weeds thickening 
around it as it lies there in the unrelent-
ing sun and cracks to pieces.

Down on Main Street is the old ice 
cream store where we used to go the 

very fi rst time we had nerve enough to 
ask a girl to go with us. We’d bite the 
ends off  the drinking straw covers, dip 
the remaining ends in chocolate syrup, 
and shoot them with a puff  of breath 
to stick on the ceiling, like stalactites of 
young love.

But today it holds the video rent-
al store. Times change. Businesses 
change. People come and then leave us. 
But the ghosts remain. And the ghosts 
are the ones who make us what we are 
today.

 I wish those kids would ask me 
about them.

Brought to you by “A Cowboy’s Guide 
to Growing Up Right” by Slim Randles. 
Buy one for that problem kid down the 
street. Only $2.99 on Amazon.com.

WalletHub: Virginia has fourth best school system in America
ementary schools growing 
by 15% to 20% during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 
personal-fi nance website 
WalletHub Monday re-
leased its report on 2022’s 
States with the Best and 
Worst School Systems.

To determine the best 
school systems in America, 
WalletHub compared the 
50 states and the District 
of Columbia across 32 key 
measures of quality and 
safety. Th e data set ranges 
from pupil-teacher ratio 
and dropout rate to median 
standardized-test scores.

Th e Commonwealth 

of Virginia emerged from 
the rankings as having the 
fourth-best school system 
in the country.

Virginia’s rankings for 
some of WalletHub’s key 
indicators of the quality 
of schools with the lowest 
numbers indicating the 
best:

Math test scores: 4; read-
ing test scores: 20; Pupil-
teacher ratio: 26; Median 
SAT score 22; Median ACT 
score: 6; Dropout rate: 17; 
Bullying incidence rate: 15; 
Percentage of threatened/
injured high school stu-
dents: 29; Existence of digi-

tal learning plan: 1.
WalletHub ranked the 

ten states with the best 
school systems as follows:

1. Massachusetts 2. Con-
necticut 3. New Jersey 4. 
Virginia 5. Maryland 6. 
Delaware 7. New Hamp-
shire 8. North Dakota 9. 
Nebraska 10. Vermont

WalletHub ranked the 
ten states with the worst 
school systems as follows:

42. Alabama 43. Missis-
sippi 44. Oregon 45. Okla-
homa 46. South Carolina 
47. West Virginia 48. Arizo-
na 49. Louisiana 50. Alaska 
51. New Mexico

With the gaps in test 
scores between low-pov-
erty and high-poverty el-

poured, and additional construction 
on the warehouse space is expected in 
the next month.

This is the first new project for the 
industrial park in the past three years 
after the closing of the DISH Network 
site. Moog Inc. moved into the former 
DISH facility and is looking to expand 
its operations there.

The Falling Branch Corporate Park 
is located adjacent to Interstate 81. 
Montgomery County purchased 125 
additional acres in 2017 for Phase II, 
which this new construction is a part 
of.

The Town of Christiansburg recently 
reached a boundary agreement with 
Montgomery County to allow for a 
road to expand to the SunCap site. 
Utilities are a part of that agreement.

SunCap Property Group is a 

privately held, national commercial real 
estate development, investment and 
advisory firm, based out of Charlotte, 
N.C. The company specializes in the 
development of speculative and single-
tenant build-to-suit facilities, the 
creation of mixed-use and multifamily 
communities, and the acquisition of 
institutional-grade real estate in key 
markets.

SunCap recently announced that 
it has broken ground on 56 acres in 
Anderson, S.C., for the development 
of a 251,000-square-foot industrial 
facility, similar to the Christiansburg 
facility. 

FedEx said last month it would 
invest $45 million in the South 
Carolina project, creating speculation 
they could follow suit in New River 
Valley. 

Mega-warehouse from page 1
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Ranked by drowsy drivers, Virginia is among 
the most dangerous states in which to drive

Sleep deprivation can have a 
serious impact on daily behav-
iors, like driving a car. The Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration estimates that 
in 2017, 91,000 police-re-
ported car accidents involved 
drowsy drivers, which led to 
the injuries of around 50,000 
people and nearly 800 deaths.

GuntherMitsubishi .com 
conducted an analysis of 2022 
County Health Rankings data 
to compare and determine 
which states in America are 
the most dangerous to drive 
in, based on the percentage of 
people who suffer from insuf-

ficient sleep and the percent-
age of motor vehicle deaths 
per 100,000 people.

California emerged as the 
most dangerous state in which 
to drive. Virginia unfortunate-
ly ranked as #15 in the survey, 
making it among the most 
dangerous states in which to 
drive when it comes to drowsy 
drivers. The commonwealth 
has an insufficient sleep rate of 
39%, combined with a 5.9% 
rate of motor vehicle deaths 
per 100,000 people. The traf-
fic volume per meter of major 
roadways is 573, and 30% of 
driving deaths involve alcohol. 

Finally, the number of driving 
deaths in the state was 4,100 
in 2019.

The top 5 most dangerously 
drowsy states in which to drive 
are 1. California 2. Texas 3. 
Florida 4. Ohio 5. Georgia.

The top 5 least dangerously 
drowsy states in which to drive 
are 1. Vermont 2. South Da-
kota 3. Minnesota 4. Montana 
5. Utah.

Drowsy Driving is among 
the most dangerous condi-
tions for drivers to experience. 
Lack of sleep can affect their 
attentiveness on the road and 
negatively impact their coor-

dination and judgment while 
driving. This is referred to as 
cognitive impairment.

Going too long without 
proper sleep can affect driv-
ers’ ability in much the same 
way as consuming alcohol. 
In fact, being awake for at 
least 18 hours without sleep 
has around the same cogni-
tive impact as a blood alcohol 
content of 0.05%. Stretching 
these limits, being awake for 
at least 24 hours with no sleep 
is the same as having a blood 
alcohol content of 0.10%, 
which is higher than the legal 
BAC limit of 0.08% across all 

states.
Drowsy driving can be a re-

sult of a driver who hasn’t had 
enough sleep or who has an 
untreated sleep disorder. It can 
also be a result of the side ef-
fects of medication, shift work, 
or alcohol consumption. Even 
if the driver doesn’t fall asleep 
behind the wheel, drowsiness 
can impair the driver’s ability 
to drive by affecting his level 
of alertness, slowing down his 
reaction time and impacting 
his decision-making abilities. 
Not only is this a hazard to the 
driver himself, but also to oth-
er road users and pedestrians.

take that feedback to the 
other members of the 
school board.”

Dickenson grew up 
in Roanoke.  Following 
high school, he earned 
a degree from Virginia 
Tech and began a ca-
reer in the New River 
Valley. He is currently 
a licensed home inspec-
tor and business own-
er and a retired Army 
National Guardsman. 
Dickenson and his wife, 
Jessica, have a daugh-
ter in second grade in 
Radford City Schools. 

He will work to “open 
communication, ensure 
transparency, heighten 
security, and champion 
teacher support.” 

Kelly Artrip, Bob Da-
vis, and Seth Gillespie 
were endorsed as can-
didates for the Radford 
City Council.

Artrip grew up in 
Radford and is a gradu-
ate of Roanoke College 
and Radford University. 
She is a financial special-
ist and currently Audit 
Manager for National 
Bank of Blacksburg. She 

and her husband, Adam, 
are also property manag-
ers and parents of two 
young children. Artrip 
is a strong proponent of 
team work and pledges 
to “help provide trans-
parency and promote 
accountability and sus-
tainability.”  

Davis has lived in 
Radford for more than 
30 years. He has built a 
career in the restaurant 
business spanning many 
years and a variety of 
roles and responsibili-
ties. Davis has experi-

enced every aspect of 
business management 
and has demonstrated a 
strong commitment to 
“doing the right thing.” 
He intends to bring that 
mentality to local ser-
vice and will “roll up his 
sleeves to see that ac-
countability, team play, 
and transparency are 
prioritized.”

Gillespie is a lifelong 
resident of Radford and 
a graduate of Radford 
University.  Following 
a decade as an enrolled 
agent in a Certified Pub-

lic Accounting firm, he 
plunged into small busi-
ness ownership through 
the purchase of Gates 
Flowers and Gifts and 
has spent the last two 
years growing the busi-
ness. He and his wife, 
Kristie Marie, are ex-
pecting their first child 
in November.  His pri-
orities include “fiscal 
responsibility and ac-
countability, enhanced 
relationship develop-
ment with the local 
business community, 
and responding to popu-

lation needs.”
All six of the endorsed 

candidates will be on 
the ballot in the Nov. 8, 
2022 election, seeking 
the support of Radford 
City voters to fill three 
vacant school board seats 
and four vacant council 
seats.  

Delegate Ballard 
spoke on the most recent 
term of the General As-
sembly and ended his 
remarks by saying, “I am 
here for Radford because 
Radford has been here 
for me.”

Candidates from page 1

Kelly Artrip, Bob Davis, and Seth Gillespie were endorsed as candidates for the 
Radford City Council.

Gloria Boyd, Chris Calfee, and Ed Dickenson were endorsed as candidates for the 
Radford City School Board.

fi c can detour around the 
closure using Route 607 
(Bottom Creek Road) and 
Route 637 (Bottom Creek 
Lane). Electronic message 
boards will be in place to 
alert drivers to the upcom-
ing bridge closure.

ROUTE 114 TURN 
LANE CONSTRUC-
TION - Road improve-
ments on Route 114 (Pep-
pers Ferry Road) for the 
construction of a new en-
trance to Belview Elemen-
tary School are underway. 
Motorists should expect 
daily lane closures con-
trolled by fl agging forces.  
Work is expected to last 
until August 2022.

PAVING OPERA-
TIONS – Weather per-
mitting, crews will pave, 
patch and repair pavement 
on various routes.  Lane 
closures may be in place 
and fl aggers may control 
traffi  c at times during 
daylight hours.  Drivers 
should watch for signs and 
expect possible delays.

INTERSTATE 81
INTERSTATE 81 

LANE WIDENING 
C O N S T R U C T I O N 
PROJECT EXIT 137 TO 
EXIT 141 – A $179 mil-
lion design-build project 
to widen both directions of 
I-81 between mile mark-
ers 136.6 and 141.8 from 
two to three lanes is set to 
begin. Continuing into 
the early summer, work 
will be performed on the 
inside and outside shoul-
ders along a fi ve mile sec-
tion of both northbound 
and southbound Interstate 
81 in Roanoke County 
and the city of Salem. Th e 
shoulders will be built up 
before a barrier wall can 
be installed for road crews 

to work behind. Th e bar-
rier wall will be installed 
along the shoulders in 
the spring and summer. 
Two lanes of I-81 traffi  c in 
each direction will remain 
open during the project 
with periodic lane closures 
scheduled during night-
time hours or outside of 
peak travel times as need-
ed.  Drivers can expect the 
following lane closures 
and upcoming impacts on 
northbound and south-
bound I-81:

ROUTE 635 (GOOD-
WIN AVENUE) CLO-
SURE – As part of the 
ongoing I-81 project from 
exit 137 to 141, Route 
635 (Goodwin Avenue) is 
closed where it runs un-
derneath I-81. It will be 
closed for approximately 
30 days for reconstruc-
tion to accommodate the 
widening of the interstate. 
Drivers will need to seek 
alternate routes as traffi  c 
will not be able to pass 
underneath the interstate 
during this time.

BARRIER WALLS: 
Barrier wall installation is 
in process. Nighttime lane 
closures will be in place 
and lane widths will be re-
duced to 11 feet.

Nightly lane closures 
may be in place along the 
right lane with possible 
nightly ramp narrows as 
needed for guardrail and 
shoulder strengthening.

·       Northbound I-81 
lane closures from mile 
marker 138 to 142

·       Northbound I-81 
exit and entrance ramp 
narrows possible at Route 
311.

Th e project also in-
cludes replacing six bridg-
es, widening two bridges, 
installing approximately 

2.6 miles of sound bar-
rier walls along north-
bound I-81, improving 
the southbound exit 137 
off -ramp intersection at 
Wildwood Road and add-
ing interchange lighting at 
exits 137, 140 and 141 are 
also included in the proj-
ect. Expected completion 
in early 2026. 

I-81 TROUTVILLE 
REST AREA CLOSURE 
- Th e Troutville Rest Area 
located on southbound 
Interstate 81 near mile 
marker 158 in Botetourt 
County is currently closed 
until September 2, 2022. 
Signage indicating the 
closure has been posted 
in the rest area. During 
the closure, a temporary 
concrete barrier wall will 
be installed in front of the 
facility. Th e rest area fa-
cility, ramps and parking 
lot will be closed to the 
public. Th is project will 
extend the ramp into the 
rest area by 500 feet and 
the ramp out of the rest 
area by 2,100 feet. It will 
also include expanding the 
truck parking area at the 
facility by about 10-13 
spaces. Work is expected 
to be completed in early 
fall 2022.

REST AREA OP-
TIONS: While the Trout-
ville Rest Area is closed, 
southbound I-81 drivers 
can use the Fairfi eld Rest 
Area at mile marker 195 
in Rockbridge County or 
the Radford Rest Area at 
mile marker 108 in Mont-
gomery County. In addi-
tion, the Troutville Weigh 
Station, located on south-
bound I-81 at mile marker 
149, will have portable 
toilets and parking will be 
temporarily available for 
commercial vehicles.

INTERSTATE 81 
LANE WIDENING 
C O N S T R U C T I O N 
EXIT 141 TO EXIT 143 
– A project to widen the 
lanes on I-81 in Roanoke 
in both northbound and 
southbound directions 
between Exit 141 to Exit 
143 is underway. All lanes 
are now open and will re-
main open through winter 
with periodic lane closures 
at night as needed. Th e 
fi nal surface paving and 
markings for northbound 
traffi  c will resume this 
summer. Drivers can ex-
pect rough pavement. Es-
timated completion date 
of the project is summer 
2022.

I-81 PAVING OPERA-
TIONS – Weather per-
mitting, crews will pave, 
patch and repair pave-
ment on various routes.  
Lane closures may be in 
place during nighttime 
hours, 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. the 
following morning. Driv-
ers should watch for signs 
and expect possible delays.

I-81 BRIDGE DECK 
REPAIRS – Weather per-
mitting, crews will repair 

bridge decks on Interstate 
81. Between mile mark-
ers 138 to 152, right and 
left lane closures will be 
in place northbound and 
southbound during night-
time hours, 9 p.m. to 6 
a.m. the following morn-
ing. Drivers should watch 
for signs and expect pos-
sible delays.

I-81 POTHOLE 
PATCHING OPERA-
TIONS – Weather per-
mitting, crews will patch 
potholes along south-
bound and northbound 
Interstate 81. Mobile right 
and left lane closures will 
be in place and moving 
along northbound and 
southbound lanes during 
nighttime hours, 9 p.m. 
to 6 a.m. the following 
morning. Drivers should 
watch for moving vehicles 
and equipment. Expect 
possible delays.

INTERSTATE 581
ROUTE 581 BRIDGE 

WORK OVER WIL-
LIAMSON ROAD –On 
Route 11 (Williamson 

Road) drivers can expect 
intermittent and alter-
nating lane closures be-
tween the intersections 
with Rutherford Avenue 
and Wells Avenue. In-
termittent daytime and 
nighttime lane closures 
between the intersections 
above might be required, 
and will be in place uti-
lizing fl agging operations. 
Any impacts to I-581 will 
be minimal. Th e project is 
expected to be complete 
in the fall of 2022.

·       LANE CLO-
SURES:

o   A left lane closure 
will be in place on north-
bound and southbound 
I-581 from mile marker 
0-1, Monday at 7 a.m. 
through Wednesday at 7 
p.m.

o   A right lane closure 
will be in place on north-
bound and southbound 
I-581 from mile marker 
0-1, Th ursday at 7 a.m. 
through Saturday at 7 
p.m.

o   A left and center 
lane closure will be in 

VDOT from page 2

See VDOT, page 10
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Go To www.KidsBowlFree.com/NRV

575 Arbor Drive, Christiansburg

ATTENTION: 
ALL PARENTS AND 
GRANDPARENTS

Kids Bowl 2 games a Day Free this Summer

1. Go to the Website above to register each child
2. Receive the FREE Bowling Passes each week by email

3. Come and Enjoy Bowling This Summer in 
Air Conditioned Comfort

Registered children receive Certificates 
to Bowl 2 Games a Day this Summer

OBITUARIES
Agee, Ila Wade 

Ila Wade Agee, 97, of 
Christiansburg, died Fri-
day, July 22, 2022, at her 
daughter’s home.

She was born in Floyd 
County on Nov. 17, 
1924, to the late Arthur 
Boss and Ruby Lester 
Wade. She was also pre-
ceded in death by her 
husband, Strick Agee; 
a son, Teddy Shepherd; 
and a grandson, Michael 
E. Poff. 

She is survived by her daughter, Ma-
vis S. Reed; a son, Barry Shepherd; a 

stepson and daughter-in-
law, Everette and Becky 
Agee and their families; 
seven grandchildren; 
10 great-grandchildren; 
four great-great-grand-
children; and her sis-
ters, Edith Hunter, Alma 
Mannon, and Alta Con-
ner.

A graveside service 
was held on Tuesday, 
July 26, 2022, at Rose-
lawn Memorial Gardens, 

Christiansburg, with the Rev. Neal 
Turner officiating.

Early, Margaret Harmon 
Margaret Harmon 

Early, 75, of Christians-
burg, went home to her 
Heavenly Home on Sat., 
July 23, 2022 with her 
son and daughter holding 
her hand. She was born 
in Christiansburg on Aug. 
5, 1946 to the late Walter 
and Lucille Harmon. She 
was faithful to her town 
even when she had to raise 
her children in Blacksburg, 
but she eventually returned 
to spend her fi nal years. Margaret was a 
God-fearing woman and she put all her 
faith in him. She would pray with and for 
anyone that asked. She was a faithful at-
tendant at Bible Holiness Church where 
her best friend Sue would pick her up and 
take her, even on days when she felt she 
could not make it. You could hear her in 
church testifying and praising God when 
most days she did not have the ability to 
walk, sit, or even stand. 

Margaret was preceded in death by her 
parents, her sister, Lucille Marie Sumler, 
her nephew, Stephen Sumler, her son, 
Dusty William Early, and one grandson, 
Bryce Edward Early. In her fi nal weeks, 
her daughter and son would speak with 
her about meeting the family in Heaven 
and what a joy that would be. She would 
always cry and smile at the same time and 
state she could not wait. 

Family left to cherish her memory 

are her children: Stephen 
Ray Harmon, John Ed-
ward Early, Jr., Michele 
Early Sowers (Houston), 
and Scott Carl Early; fi ve 
grandchildren: Desiree 
(Clay) Richmond, Dustin 
(Alexa) Harmon, Caleb 
Early, Scott A. Early, and 
Christine Early. She also 
leaves nine great grand-
children, three brothers, 
one sister, numerous niec-
es and nephews, and great 

nieces and nephews. She had three very 
special friends whom she considered her 
sisters, Sue (Mark) Conner, Judy (Don) 
Derfl inger and Lulamae Sowers. Marga-
ret requested a Celebration of Life when 
she departed as she said she did not want 
any to be sad but to rejoice and she is 
rejoicing with her God. A private Cel-
ebration of Life for her immediate family 
and Bible Holiness Church members will 
be held on Wed., July 27, 2022 at Bible 
Holiness Church 609 S. Franklin St. 
in Christiansburg at 6 p.m. Her family 
would like to thank the staff  of Highland 
Ridge Rehabilitation Center, Premedica 
Hospice, and the Carilion Home health 
nurse who serviced mom when she was 
home. In lieu of fl owers, the family is 
asking for donations to be made in Mar-
garet’s name to Bible Holiness Church 
to help spread the word of her Heavenly 
Father and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Hodge, Dan
Dan was born and 

raised in North Manches-
ter, Ind., and died on July 
20, 2022 in Blacksburg at 
the age of 83

 He is survived by his 
wife of 58 years, Lorraine 
Ann Sandbakken Hodge; 
son Mark (Washington, 
D.C.); son Tim (Blacks-
burg); Tim’s wife, Julie 
Dryden Hodge; and two 
grandchildren, Laura and 
Robert.

Dan discovered the world of short 
wave radio in junior high school. Th is 
ultimately led to his career in electrical 
engineering. He earned amateur and 
commercial radio operators licenses dur-
ing high school.

His fi rst “real” job was as an announc-
er and transmitter engineer at WIBC 
in Danville, Ill.  He also worked part 
time at radio and TV stations WFBM, 
WIBC, and WBAA during his under-
graduate years at Purdue. While in grad-
uate school, he worked at Collins Radio 
and MIT Lincoln Lab during summers.

He met and married Lorraine during 
graduate school. Upon completion of 
his PhD, He and Lorraine spent a year 
in Oslo, Norway, where he was a Royal 
Norwegian Postdoctoral Fellow at the 
Norwegian Defense Research Establish-
ment. He subsequently was an electrical 
engineering faculty member at Purdue, 
Illinois, Ohio State, and Virginia Tech.

Some of his research activities related 
to the eff ect of rainfall on radio wave 
propagation. As a consequence,  he also 
served as a visiting professor of meteo-
rology at McGill University. He served 
as department head at the Virginia Tech 
Bradley Department of Electrical En-
gineering and department chair at the 
Ohio State Department of Electrical En-
gineering where he retired. 

Dan fl unked retirement twice, work-
ing 15 more years.

When Dan and Lorraine moved to 
McLean, Va., he served as a program of-
fi cer at the National Science Foundation 
and as the associate executive director for 
accreditation at the Accreditation Board 
for Engineering and Technology. He was 

a Life Fellow of the Insti-
tute of Electrical and Elec-
tronics Engineering and a 
Fellow of the Accredita-
tion Board for Engineer-
ing and Technology. He 
received the IEEE Merito-
rious Achievement Award 
in Accreditation Activi-
ties, the IEEE Meritorious 
Service Citation, and the 
National Science Founda-
tion Director’s Award for 
Management Excellence.

Dan was a consultant to more than 25 
companies and government agencies. He 
also served as a consultant in forensic en-
gineering. In addition, he served as Chair 
of the National Electrical Engineering 
Department Heads Association and as a 
member of the IEEE Educational Activi-
ties Board.

In 2011, Dan fi nally retired, and he 
and Lorraine moved to Woods Edge, 
Warm Hearth Village, Blacksburg where 
he served on the Board of Directors of 
the Woods Edge Condominium Associa-
tion

As a boy, Dan enjoyed Boy Scout ac-
tivities. He earned the Explorer Scout 
Silver Award while in high school. Later, 
both Dan and Lorraine served as vol-
unteer leaders for Indian Guides, Cub 
Scouts, and Boy Scouts. He was an in-
veterate collector ranging from hats to 
antique tools.

He took piano lessons as a boy and 
studied piano at the Jordan Conserva-
tory in Indianapolis. When he retired, he 
found that he could recover many of his 
piano playing skills after so many years 
of little practice.

He also enjoyed building models, 
particularly train and ship models. Fi-
nally, he enjoyed his friends and family 
and, particularly, helping them when he 
could.

Memorial contributions may be made 
to the Dan and Lorraine Hodge De-
partment Head Discretionary Endowed 
Fund in the VT Foundation or to the 
Warm Hearth Foundation.

Arrangements handled by McCoy Fu-
neral Home, 150 Country Club Drive 
S.W, Blacksburg.

Smith, Jr., Spracher 
Ridgeway 

Spracher Ridgeway 
Smith, Jr., 79, of New-
port, died Wednesday, 
July 20, 2022.

He was born in Giles 
County on Feb. 24, 1943, 
to the late Spracher Ridg-
way, Sr., and Ella Sue Wil-
liams Smith. He was also 
preceded in death by his 
longtime companion, Ber-
tha Jane Shelor; his broth-
ers Basil McNeil (Booker) 
Smith, Everette M. Smith, 
Carmon M. Smith, Tommy M. Smith, 
Gilbert M. Smith, James M. Smith, and 
Raymond A. Smith; and a sister, Verree 
Marie (Rita) Donathan.

He is survived by his 
sisters and brother-in-
law, Maldeen S. Martin, 
Polly S. Kanode, Ella M. 
Collins, Th elma Jean and 
Garland Bruce; a brother 
and sister-in-law, Bobby 
and Martha Smith; nu-
merous nieces and neph-
ews and special friends: 
Timmy Turman, Travis 
Turman, Roy Hughes, III, 
Mike Mullins, and Tom 
Long.

A memorial service was held Sunday,, 
July 24, 2022 at 3:00 pm in the McCoy 
Funeral Home Chapel with the Rev. 
John Hopkins offi  ciating.

Jennings, Joan 
Carol Ledbetter 

Joan Carol Ledbetter Jennings, 83, 
of Hillsville, passed away on Sat., July 
23, 2022. She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Rene Brown and Eliza-
beth Lucille Ledbetter; and her hus-
band, Rev. Walter Bernard “Barney” 
Jennings, Sr.

Survivors include her sons and 
their spouses, Walter B. Jennings, Jr., 
Charles Rene Jennings and Clay, Jo-
seph Lee Jennings and Denise, and 
Michael Jerome Jennings and Laura; 

grandchildren, Alexis Jennings and 
Andrew Jennings; brother, Rene B. 
Ledbetter, Jr.; and many other relatives 
and friends.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be 
held at 2:30 p.m. on Friday, July 29, 
2022, at St. Edward Catholic Church 
in Pulaski with Rev. Frank K. Boateng 
officiating. Interment will follow in 
the Jennings Cemetery in Hillsville.

The Jennings family is in the care 
of Mullins Funeral Home in Radford.

Strock, Donald Franklin 
Donald Franklin Strock, 76, of Dublin, 

passed away Friday, July 22, 2022.
He was a retired maintenance mechan-

ic from the Radford Army Ammunitions 
Plant and a longtime member of the Vir-
ginia May Lodge #38 of Ancient Free and 
Accepted Masons.

He was preceded in death by his par-
ents, Garnett and Jamie Nell Stock; his 
wife, Wendy Ford Strock; and a daughter, 
Donna Bell.

Survivors include his son and daughter-
in-law, Terry and Lia Strock; his daughter 
and son-in-law, Angela and Todd Harden; 
four grandchildren; brothers Dickie Strock 

and Randy Mitchell Strock; a sister, Pattie 
Strock; a best friend, Roger Fillmore; and 
many other relatives and friends.

Th e family will receive friends today, 
Wednesday, July 27, from 10 until 11 a.m. 
at the Mullins Funeral Home in Radford. 
Funeral services will begin at 11 a.m. In-
terment with Masonic Rites will follow in 
Highland Memory Gardens in Dublin. 
Masons are asked to assemble at 11:30 
a.m. at the cemetery.

Th e Strock family is in the care of Mul-
lins Funeral Home & Crematory in Rad-
ford.

www.mullinsfuneralhome.com

Vaughan, Gladys Akers 
Gladys Akers Vaughan, 

89, of Radford, passed 
away Wednesday, July 20, 
2022.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, Har-
ry and Mary Ellen Akers; 
her husband, Ralph Ar-
nold Vaughan, Sr.; and two 
brothers and a sister.

She was a caring wife 
and mother, who kept a 
tidy home and enjoyed 
cooking and decorating. 
Her main interests were spoiling her pets, 
raising beautiful fl owers indoors and out, 
and craft-making.

Survivors include her daughters and 
sons-in-law, Debra and Douglas Kay of 
Montvale, and Kathy and Charles Yoho, 

of Pilot; a son, Ralph Ar-
nold “Buck” Vaughan, 
Jr., of Radford; a special 
caregiver, Peggy Waddell; 
nine grandsons; 26 great-
grandchildren; three great-
great grandchildren; sev-
eral nieces and nephews; 
and many other relatives 
and friends.

Th e family received 
friends on Tuesday, July 
26, 2022, at the Mullins 
Funeral Home in Radford. 

Funeral services followed. Interment fol-
lowed in Roselawn Memorial Gardens in 
Christiansburg.

Th e Vaughan family is in the care of 
Mullins Funeral Home &amp; Crema-
tory in Radford.

Wingo, Mary Annette 
“Marianne” Perry

Mary Annette “Marianne” Perry Win-
go, 86, of Blacksburg, passed into the 
arms of Jesus on Sunday, July 17, 2022.

Marianne was born in Easley, S.C., to 
the late Jeff erson Langston and Maude 
Belle Perry on Jan. 24, 1936.

A devoted mother, wife, sister, daugh-
ter, and aunt, Marianne was a woman of 
strong faith and unconditional love with 
many treasured friendships. Her love 
of nature resulted in countless animal 
friends surrounding her property in the 
Blacksburg house she made a home.

She had over 60 years of marriage 
with the love of her life, John Casper 
Wingo, until his death in 2016. An avid 
tennis player and hard worker, Marianne 
instilled a strong work ethic in her chil-
dren, Alison Wingo Hesmer and John 
Jeff erson “Jeff ” Wingo. John and Mari-
anne were proprietors of six Western Siz-
zlin’ restaurants.

She is survived by her daughter, Alison 
Hesmer of Wilson, N.C.; a son, Jeff  Win-
go, and daughter-in-law, Dawn Wingo, 

both of Purcellville, Va.; grandchildren 
Whitney Hesmer of Melbourne, Aus-
tralia; Lauren Wingo of Herndon, Va.; 
and John Cameron Wingo of Raleigh, 
N.C.; sisters-in-law Ruth Ann Anthony 
of Buff alo, S.C. and Jeanelle Wingo of 
Union, S.C.; a precious cat, Sweet Wil-
liam (aka Sweetie Cat); and many nieces 
and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her sib-
lings, Betty Richbourg (Jim), Langston 
Perry, Ruth Chrisman (Chuck), and Ha-
zel Bradley (Jim); and brothers-in-law 
Bill Wingo and Ernest Anthony.

A memorial service will be con-
ducted on Sunday, July 31,  at 3 p.m. 
at Blacksburg Baptist Church with the 
Rev. Todd Millsap offi  ciating. Th e fam-
ily will receive friends after the service at 
the church. In lieu of fl owers, memori-
als may be made to Blacksburg Baptist 
Church.

Arrangements handled by McCoy Fu-
neral Home, 150 Country Club Drive 
S.W, Blacksburg.

Send community 

news and photos to 

communitynews@

ourvalley.org
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STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS
AUCTIONS 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Ad-
vertise your upcoming auctions 
statewide and in other states. 
Affordable Print and Digital Solu-
tions reaching your target audi-
ences. Call this paper or Landon 
Clark at Virginia Press Services 
804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” lan-
donc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
American Standard Walk-In 
Tubs. Buy from a brand you trust. 
Patented Quick-Drain® technolo-
gy. 44 hydrotherapy jets. Lifetime 
warranty on tub and installation! 
FREE in-home consultation at 
your convenience. Limited time 
offer - $1,500 in savings includes 
a FREE right-height toilet. Call 
1-855-864-5500
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-877-614-6667
GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during util-
ity power outages, so your home 
and family stay safe and comfort-
able. Prepare now. Free 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 value!). 
Request a free quote today! Call 
for additional terms and condi-
tions. 1-877-636-0738
The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your reli-
ance on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no ob-
ligation, quote today. Call 1-833-
688-1378
Replace your roof with the best 
looking and longest lasting mate-
rial – steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime! Limited Time Offer - $500 
Discount + Additional 10% off in-
stall (for military, health workers & 
1st responders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-844-902-4611
The bathroom of your dreams 
for as little as $149/month! BCI 
Bath & Shower. Many options 
available. Quality materials & 
professional installation. Senior 

& Military Discounts Available. 
Limited Time Offer - FREE virtual 
in-home consultation now and 
SAVE 15%! Call Today! 1-844-
945-1631
Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line 
installation and service. Now fea-
turing our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited time! 
Call today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-877-591-9950

RECRUITMENT
HIRING? Promote job listings 
regionally or statewide! Afford-
able Print and Digital Advertis-
ing Solutions reaching potential 
candidates. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  HY-
PERLINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.
net” landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES
D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t e d , 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court ap-
pearance. Estimated completion 
time twenty-one days. Hilton 
Oliver, Attorney (Facebook). 757-
490-0126. Se Habla Espanol. 
BBB Member.  HYPERLINK “ht-
tps://hiltonoliverattorneyva.com” 
https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.
com. 
Up to $15,000.00 of GUARAN-
TEED Life Insurance! No medical 
exam or health questions. Cash 
to help pay funeral and other  nal 
expenses. Call Physicians Life 
Insurance Company- 844-509-
1697 or visit  HYPERLINK “http://
www.Life55plus.info/vapress” 
www.Life55plus.info/vapress
Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mo-
bility with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of Inogen 
One. Free information kit! Call 
888-608-4974
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-888-550-3083 
www.dental50plus.com/virginia 
#6258

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(833) 688-1378

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,50000

Walk-In Tubs

Backed by American Standard’s 
150 years of experience
Ultra low ease of entry and exit 
Patented Quick Drain® Technology
Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND
installation, INCLUDING labor backed 
by American Standard
44 Hydrotherapy Jets for an 
invigorating massage

Limited Time Off er–Call Today!

855-864-5500M
ADE IN THE U.S.A

.

W
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H
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Human Trafficking?

NOT IF I CAN HELP IT
We can all be human-traffic heroes! 
Stay alert and report any suspicious 
behavior you see by calling #77.

To place your ad, 
call 389-9355

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration#
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Yard Sales - 
Botetourt County

Huge Indoor Yard 
Sale 

Yard Sales - Craig 
County

Yard Sale  
Saturday July 30 

2022 
8am  2pm 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Home 
Improvements

Double C 
Contracting & 

Excavation 

Need a handyman?

Licensed and insured 
contractor. 

Lawn & Garden

Hill Turner 
Landscaping, Inc  

Help Wanted

Quality Inn Radford 

  Help Wanted 

Part Time  
Newspaper  

Production Help  
*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 9/30/2022. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party 
 nancin  is a ailable for those customers who ualify. ee your dealer for details. 2022 I crylic Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

(844) 945-1631
CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES SEPTEMBER 30, 2022

$500
  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**OR

Military & Senior Discounts Available
REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

 VIRGINIA: 
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF 
BOTETOURT 

COUNTY 
IN RE: ESTATE OF 
ROBERT STUART 
NOEL, DECEASED 
ESTATE OF DORIS 
JEAN HILL NOEL, 

DECEASED 
NOTICE 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

VIRGINIA: IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE COUNTY 

OF MONTGOMERY 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Help Wanted - 
Health Care

HOUSEKEEPING 
WORKERS $1,000 

Sign on Bonus 
FLOOR CARE 
TECHNICIAN 

$1,500.00 Sign on 
Bonus 

 

Help Wanted - 
Health Care

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Order of 
Publication 

Case No. 22-7 

James Daniel Hull 
Amy Diane Hammond, 
Stephen Holloway 
Hammond v. James 
Brandon Hull 

 

Legals - City of 
Radford

ABC NOTICE 

Public Notice  
Environmental 

Permit 

 

Legals - City of 
Salem

ABC NOTICE 

Auction at Tuckit 
In Storage 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County
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Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES  DIRECTORY

To place your ad here, call 540-389-9355 

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

Dayna@PatrickTeamHomes.com

540.342.9600

around here,
Buyers & Sellers
trust
Dayna

ROANOKE’S #2 NEWS 
TALK AND SPORTS 

RADIO STATION
(nielson fall2021book)
www.foxradioroanoke.com    

(540) 343-7109

CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com 

SHERRYE
FLESHMAN

REALTOR®
Each office is independently
owned and operated

   
   H

OUSE NEED A BATH?
SIDEWALKS

DRIVEWAYS

GUTTERS

HOUSES

DECKS

PORCHES

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708     USMC RETIRED    drillinstr@gmail.com

ADVERTISE!
Place your ad here, 
call 540-389-9355 

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

Top money paid
FREE estimates

Contact us at
540-988-2420

jemcoincollections
@gmail.com

WE BUY
COIN

COLLECTIONS ADVERTISE!
Place your ad here, 
call 540-389-9355 

HELPFUL SOLUTIONS HOME CARE SERVICES
“Your Family is Our Family”

                                  

Our philosophy is Honesty and Integrity is our best policy. 

ADVERTISE!
Place your ad here, 
call 540-389-9355 

Forever 
Young

Forever Young
7770 Peppers Ferry 

Boulevard
Call today at 

540-639-1986 or 
540-831-8111

RESEARCH 
YOUR OPTIONS

* Private Care
* Private Pay
* All Levels of Care  
 including Hospice
* Personal References
 Available Upon 
 Request

IMMEDIATE 
VACANCY – 
ACT NOW!!

Providing 
Compassionate Care

In a Home Environment
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Th e one thing the Atlantic 
Coast Conference’s 2022 football 
media days proved is there is a 
changing of the guard in Blacks-
burg. First-year coach Brent Pry 
was all smiles and full of energy 
as he met the members of the 
media.

Of course, those same jour-
nalists can be his worst enemy if 
things go south. For now, he has 
set the stage for a beautiful rela-
tionship. 

Th ere was an occasional ques-
tion about the elephant in the 
room, the transfer portal and the 
future of conference alignment, 
but he has started out pretty good 
on his answers that typically start-

ed with “Th at’s a good question.”
Pry knows he is still work-

ing in the shadows of greatness 
as Frank Beamer left a legacy to 
follow. Justin Fuente was never 
able to get the used car truly out 
of the Lane Stadium Parking Lot. 
Only time will tell if Pry can fi nd 
a good mechanic to revitalize the 
car Beamer drove into the nation-
al spotlight. 

A good starting spot for Pry 
has been the revitalized relation-
ships with high school coaches 
in the Commonwealth. Several 
of the top players in Virginia are 
bringing their game to Blacks-
burg. Something Pry said is a 
priority. 

Over and over again, he talked 
about winning the state in re-
cruitment. Many of those same 
Virginians found their way to 
Penn State, where Pry had spent 
the past few years as the Nittany 
Lions’ defensive coordinator. 

“I know it fi rsthand,” he told 
reporters. 

During Pry’s visit with sev-

eral reporters in Charlotte, he 
brought a new swagger and lots 
of energy the likes that has not 
been seen in a very long time in 
Blacksburg. 

All of which has been needed. 
Now, the light switch must be 

turned on and this new coaching 
staff  must learn on the fl y. Many 
are in positions they have never 
been in before, thus giving the 
Hokies a clean slate so to speak.

In order to keep this momen-
tum going, Pry must step out into 
the public arena, an area he has 
excelled in thus far. He has the 
personality to pull alumni and 
fans back into the fold. Again, 
something that had been lost in 
the past fi ve years.

Th e optimism is there, but 
it could take a few years for the 

Hokies to reach the steps of an 
excellent program once again. 
Th e process shouldn’t take long, 
but fans will have to remain pa-
tient. 

Instead of blowout losses, 
there could be a lot of close games 
with the Hokies having the op-
portunity to pull some wins out 
of the air.

Good job Coach Pry on your 
fi rst ACC Media Day. Let’s see 
what you can do. 

Th is reporter’s predicted ACC 
football fi nish for 2022:

Atlantic: 1) N.C. State, 2) 
Clemson, 3) Florida State, 4) 
Louisville, 5) Wake Forest, 6) 
Boston College, 7) Syracuse.

Coastal: 1) Miami, 2) Pitt, 3) 
UNC, 4) UVA, 5) Virginia Tech, 
6) Georgia Tech, 7) Duke.
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From the 
Sidelines

Marty 
Gordon

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Montgomery Sports
Pry brings excitement to media days

PHOTO COURTESY OF VT ATHLETICS
Virginia Tech football coach Brent Pry showed off his new threads at this past 
week’s ACC Media Days.

to help themselves, to 
be in a better situation 
that fits them, but at the 
same time to protect our 
program and our play-
ers, we need that roster 
to be healthy, and to do 
that we need some end 
points,” Pry said.

Pry has been im-
pressed with the players 
who have hung tight in 
Blacksburg. Pry and the 
Hokies have benefited 
from the transfer of two 
Division I quarterbacks 
in Grant Wells (Mar-
shall) and Jason Brown 

(South Carolina).
“I’m excited about the 

quarterback position. Ja-
son and Grant are both 
experienced play callers, 
signal callers,” Pry said. 
“These guys, different 
kinds of paths, but what 
Jason did at the FCS 
level and then what he 
did at South Carolina, 
winning big games in 
big venues, that’s what 
we would ask him to do 
here.

“Grant Wells was ar-
guably if not the best, 
one of the best quarter-

backs in his conference 
two years in a row,” the 
head coach said. “Both 
of these guys bring a ton 
of experience, a lot of 
maturity. They’re lead-
ers. They’re workers. 
They have different skill 
sets. I’m really excited 
about both of them. 
Whichever guy ends up 
No. 1, we’re going to 
have a hell of a good No. 
2 to go along with it,” 
Pry said. 

Virginia Tech opens 
the 2022 season on Sept. 
2 at Old Dominion.

New Virginia Tech 
head coach Brent Pry 
said he is where he is 
supposed to be when he 
was asked during ACC 
Media Days in Char-
lotte, N.C., about tak-
ing the Blacksburg job 

“I’m in the right 
place,” he said. “I believe 
this is my calling.”

Pry showed off a Hok-
ie- lined dress coat dur-
ing early introductions. 
Ironically, the jacket was 
done by a tailor in Penn 
Station where Pry served 
for many years as de-
fensive coordinator for 
Penn State.

“It’s a special place 
(Virginia Tech). It’s not 
for everybody, but it 
was definitely for me,” 
he said. Pry is a former 
graduate assistant who 
served in Blacksburg 
from 1995 to 1997.

He said coming back 
was coming home for 
him and his family.

One of the biggest 
factors for Pry while at 
Penn State was the heavy 
recruitment of players 
here in the common-
wealth. In many ways, 
those players were leav-
ing the state, ignoring 
state schools and tak-
ing their talent to Penn 
State.

Step number one as 
Pry puts it is to win that 
battle and change the re-
cruitment game. “We’ve 

got to fix that,” he said. 
“We’re going to recruit 
the heck out of the state 
of Virginia. That’s very 
important to me. I saw 
what it did for Coach 
Beamer and his staff and 
his program.”

Pry’s point was em-
phasized when he got a 
text on his phone and 
paused to see that the 
Hokies had landed one 
of the top defensive back 
recruits in Virginia for 
2023. 

“Right now recruit-
ing for us, it starts in the 
state of Virginia,” Pry 
said. “We just got a lot 
better. There is nobody 
else that should know 
more about kids in this 
state than Virginia Tech. 
No other program. Not 
North Carolina. Not 
Penn State.”

Linebacker Dax Hol-
lifield is one of the re-
turning defensive start-
ers for Virginia Tech, 
and he definitely is no 
stranger to Pry. “It was 
really exciting (when 
Pry was hired),” Hol-
lifield said. “Coach Pry 
recruited me a little at 
Penn State, so I knew 
him before. It was ex-
citing to get a guy that 
knew the standard that 
was in Blacksburg back.”

Pry was asked about 
the changes thanks to 
the transfer portal and 
the possibility of pos-

sible conference realign-
ment. 

“I’ve always been 
taught that you worry 
about what you can con-
trol,” the head coach 
said. “That’s where your 
focus is. What we can do 
is what’s best for Virginia 
Tech. I love our brand. I 
don’t know where else in 
the country, what other 
conference offers ev-
erything that the ACC 
does: Great academics, 
great climate, great cit-
ies, great rivalries, great 
talent. To me it’s a rare 
combination that I don’t 
think you get in any oth-
er leagues. 

“I’ve been in the SEC, 
and I’ve been in the Big 
Ten,” Pry said. “I love 
what we have to of-
fer. I’ve got tremendous 
faith in our commis-
sioner and our AD’s and 
our presidents. They’re 
very engaged in this. I 
expect big things. I feel 
very confident.”

The transfer portal is 
changing the way pro-
grams like Virginia Tech 
go about their day-to-
day activities, Pry said.

He hopes there can 
be some calendar dates 
put into place that make 
sense when it comes to 
when and how players 
can leave their current 
programs.

“I’m all for these guys 
having opportunities 

Excitement building in Blacksburg

ACC commissioner 
optimistic about ACC’s future

Th e landscape of col-
lege football has taken a 
drastic change in the past 
month, but the commis-
sioner of the Atlantic 
Coast Conference re-
mains optimistic about 
the league remaining in-
tact.

Commissioner Jim 
Phillips told reporters at 
ACC Media Days this 
past week, “We are in 
a time of great change. 
Th at’s a fair description 
of the last 25, 15, 10 
years and really the last 12 
months,” he said.

“Any new structure in 
the NCAA must serve 
many, not a select few. 
Th is includes governance, 
media rights, member-
ship, NCAA and CFP ac-
cess,” Phillips said.

Phillips began his ten-
ure as the conference 
commissioner in Febru-
ary of last year and is only 
the fi fth commissioner in 
the history of the ACC. 

He is known as one of 
the leading voices across 
the college sports land-
scape. He was elected as 
the inaugural chair of the 
NCAA Division I Coun-
cil in February 2015 and 
served as the fi rst-ever 
sitting athletic director 

on the NCAA Board of 
Directors and Board of 
Governors.

In March 2017, he was 
appointed to the NCAA 
Division I Men’s Basket-
ball Selection Commit-
tee. Phillips also served as 
a member of the NCAA 
Men’s Basketball Over-
sight Committee, was 
appointed to the Fiesta 
Bowl Board of Directors 
in June 2018, and chaired 
the Big Ten TV/Media 
Committee. He twice 
served as a member of the 
Rose Bowl Management 
Committee and was hon-
ored as the 2018 Sports 
Business Journal Athletic 
Director of the Year for 
his leadership at North-
western. 

Of course, the recent 
announcement of two 
PAC-12 schools moving 
to the Big Ten has started 
a fl urry of conversations 
both in and out of the 
ACC. 

Phillips said while he 
would not go into details 
of those conversations, 
the conference as a whole 
is strong but is constantly 
evaluating all options 
that could give it further 
strength. 

“Th ere’s been a lot of 

rumors and speculation 
the last few weeks, and I 
understand we all want 
answers and certainty,” 
he told the media. “With 
that said, these decisions 
will impact our member 
institutions and student-
athletes for years to come, 
and all options must be 
carefully evaluated.”

Th e commissioner 
sang his conference’s 
praises. “No other confer-
ence won more NCAA 
National Championships 
than the ACC,” he said.

Th e league’s seven titles 
match the conference’s 
record in an academic 
year. Additionally, ACC 
student-athletes won 20 
NCAA individual titles. 
Beyond the seven team 
championships, eight 
additional ACC teams 
competed in the national 
semifi nals, two for a na-
tional championship, and 
three teams had to face 
another league team in 
either the semifi nals or 
fi nals.

Phillips also addressed 
the recent NIL (Name, 
Image and Likeness), 
which gives student-
athletes the opportunity 
to gain money off  all the 
above.

“It [NIL] has provided 
some outstanding opportu-
nities that we all celebrate. 
However, the lack of a 
single enforceable standard 
for NIL across the schools 
and all states has created 
an environment where in-
ducements inaccurately la-
beled as NIL are disrupting 
recruiting,” Phillips said.

Fair regulation of re-
cruiting is essential for fair 
competition, according to 
the commissioner. “We all 
know NIL has upended 
recruiting, a result no one 
desired when it came into 
eff ect last July. How did it 
happen? NIL rules diff er 
from state to state. Regu-
lation is nonexistent. En-
forcement of the rules is 
incredibly challenging,” 
Phillips said.

Chris McCoy 
records hole in one

PHOTO COURTESY OF THORN SPRING GOLF COURSE
Chris McCoy recorded a hole in one on #2 at The Thorn 
Spring Golf Course and Event Center during the recent 
Vittles for Vets golf tournament.
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Register online at chcnrv.org.

 
Community Health Center of the 
New River Valley welcomes 
Licensed Clinical Social Worker 
Rosana López Haugh. She has 
spent more than two decades in 
social work. 
LSCW Haugh came to the New 
River Valley in 2016 and most 
recently worked in crisis 
intervention and emergency.    
She has extensive experience 
working with children and adults, 
assisting in both English and 
Spanish. 
Before moving to the New River 
Valley, Ms. Haugh worked in 
Richmond, Goochland, and 
Fredericksburg. She received her 
Masters in Social Work, Planning, 
and Administration from Virginia 
Commonwealth University and 

her BA from Mary Washington. An accomplished fine 
artist, she is a creative thinker and a strong advocate for 
her clients.   

Rosana López Haugh, LCSW

MEDICAL  |  DENTAL   |   BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

Community Health Center accepts patients with or without insurance.

STILL HAVEN’T GOTTEN YOUR COVID 
VACCINE? WE CAN HELP. 

chcnrv.orgLike us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/NRVCHC/

GILES CENTER  |  540.921.3502  
219 South Buchanan Street  |  Pearisburg, VA 24134

MONTGOMERY CENTER  |  540.381.0820 
215 Roanoke Street  |  Christiansburg, VA 24073

DUBLIN CENTER   |  540.585.1310 
5826 Ruebush Road  |  Dublin, VA 24084

GILES HIGH SCHOOL  |  540.381.0820 
1825 Wenonah Ave  |  Pearisburg, VA 24134

I believe in caring 
for the community     
in which you live.

“
” 

Haugh_4.875x10-radford/cburg.indd   1 7/19/22   1:14 PM

Must be 21 or older. Problem Gaming? Call the Virginia Help Line at 1-888-532-3500.

THIS WAY  
TO YUM!

SCAN HERE
TO VIEW MENU

BEATS THEIR BURGER.

Plus, check out all ROSIE’S KITCHEN  

has to offer from cheesy flatbreads,  

delicious sandwiches, and much more.  

VIEW THE FULL MENU  
AT ROSIESGAMING.COM

1135 VINYARD RD, VINTON, VA 24179  |  ROSIESGAMING.COM

VDOT from page 5

place on northbound and 
southbound I-581 from 
mile marker 0-1, Saturday 
at 5 p.m. through Sunday 
at 2 p.m.   

·       A right lane closure 
may be in place on Route 
11 northbound between 
the intersections of Ruth-
erford Avenue and Wells 
Avenue periodically.

·       Nighttime left 
lane closures for both the 
northbound and south-
bound directions of Route 
11 are possible between 
the intersections refer-
enced above.

I-581/220 EXPRESS-
WAY PAVING OPERA-
TIONS – Weather per-
mitting, crews will pave, 
patch and repair pave-
ment on various routes.  
Lane closures may be in 
place during nighttime 
hours, 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. 
the following morning. 
Drivers should watch for 
signs and expect possible 
delays.

I-581/220 LANE & 
RAMP CLOSURES FOR 
PAVING AND MAIN-
TENANCE OPERA-
TIONS IN ROANOKE 
COUNTY– Weather 
permitting, crews will be 
milling and paving along 
Interstate 81. Right and 
left lane closures will be in 
place along northbound 
and southbound lanes 
during nighttime hours. 
Drivers should expect 
possible delays.

I-581 BRIDGE RE-
PAIRS – Weather per-
mitting, crews will repair 
bridge decks on Interstate 
581. Right, center and 
left lane closures will be 
in place northbound and 
southbound during night-
time hours, 10 p.m. to 6 
a.m. the following morn-
ing. Drivers should watch 
for signs and expect pos-
sible delays. Scheduled 
traffi  c impacts include:

·       Left or right lane 
closures may be in place 
on I-581 northbound 
from Orange Avenue to 
Valley View Boulevard 

from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.  
·       Left or right lane 

closures may be in place 
on I-581 from Valley 
View Boulevard to Or-
ange Avenue from 6 a.m. 
to 6 p.m.  

·       Flagging opera-
tions may be in place on 
Liberty Road NW from 
Lukens Street NE to Hunt 
Avenue NW from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.

INTERSTATE 77 
(CARROLL COUNTY)

I-77 PAVING OP-
ERATIONS – Weather 
permitting, crews will be 
performing paving opera-
tions along Interstate 77 
between mile marker 24 
and 0.  Right and left lane 
closures may be in place 
along northbound and 
southbound lanes during 
nighttime hours, 7 p.m. 
to 6 a.m. Drivers should 
watch for moving vehicles 
and equipment. Expect 
possible delays.

I-77 BRIDGE DECK 
REPAIRS – Weather per-
mitting, crews will repair 
bridge decks on Interstate 
77.  Right and left lane 
closures may be in place 
northbound or south-
bound during nighttime 
hours, 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. 
the following morning. 
Drivers should watch for 
signs and expect possible 
delays.

I-77 LANE & RAMP 
CLOSURES FOR 
MAINTENANCE OP-
ERATIONS IN CAR-
ROLL COUNTY– 
Weather permitting, crews 
will be milling, paving and 
performing maintenance 
along Interstate 77. Right 
and left lane closures will 
be in place along north-
bound and southbound 
lanes during nighttime 
hours. Drivers should ex-
pect possible delays.I-77 
MOWING, BRUSH 
REMOVAL & SHOUL-
DER WORK – Weather 
permitting, crews will re-
move and clear brush and 
work on shoulders and 

slopes along I-77 north-
bound and southbound 
from mile marker 17 to 14 
during nighttime hours, 7 
p.m. to 7 a.m. the follow-
ing morning. A left lane 
closure will be in place. 

ROANOKE CITY
13th STREET SE IM-

PROVEMENTS WITH 
DETOUR – A project to 
improve a portion of 13th 
Street SE in Roanoke is 
underway. Located in a 
residential neighborhood 
just east of downtown 
Roanoke, this project will 
improve traffi  c fl ow and 
connectivity along 13th 
Street SE from Tazewell 
Avenue to Norfolk Av-
enue. Th e project entails 
reconstructing about 0.2-
mile of 13th Street as an 
improved, two-lane road-
way with 10.5-foot-wide 
travel lane and a raised 
median. A new roadway 
will extend 13th Street to 
Norfolk Avenue and the 
intersection at 13th Street 
and Wise Avenue will be 
reconfi gured to include a 
roundabout. Bike lanes, 
sidewalks, crosswalks and 
curb and gutter will also 
be added. Southbound 
13th Street traffi  c has a 
detour in place using Nor-
folk Avenue onto 12th 
Street to Tazewell Avenue. 
Th is detour will be in place 
throughout the duration 
of this project. Signs will 
be posted to designate 
the detour route. North-
bound 13th Street will re-
main open to traffi  c. Flag-
gers may be possible and 
the speed limit through 
the work zone is 25 mph. 
Th e project is expected to 
be completed in summer 
2023.

SURFACE TREAT-
MENT OPERATIONS 
– Weather permitting, 
crews will begin surface 
treatment operations on 
various routes. Lane clo-
sures may be in place 
and fl aggers may control 
traffi  c at times during 
daylight hours. Drivers 

should watch for signs 
and expect possible de-
lays. Th e road surface may 
be rough for several weeks 
after surface treatment 
is applied. Once it packs 
down, the road surface 
will be brushed and return 
to a more smooth surface.

ROANOKE COUN-
TY

ROUTE 311 AND 
ROUTE 419 ROUND-
ABOUT AT HANGING 
ROCK - A road project 
to replace the signalized 
intersection of Route 311 
and Route 419 in Roa-
noke County at Hanging 
Rock with a roundabout 
is set to begin. Th e new 
roundabout is now open 
to traffi  c. Drivers should 
still expect nighttime lane 
closures with fl aggers be-
tween 9 p.m. and 6 a.m., 
Sunday through Th ursday 
around the roundabout 
for fi nal paving, pavement 
marking and sign installa-
tion.

ROUTE 419 TURN 
LANE EXTENSION AT 
COLONIAL AVENUE 
- Nighttime road work 
to lengthen the left turn 
lane from Route 419 onto 
Colonial Avenue in Roa-
noke County is underway. 
Drivers should expect 
nighttime lane closures, 
Sunday night through Fri-
day morning between 7 
p.m. and 6 a.m., in both 
directions of Route 419 
at Colonial Avenue. In 
addition, there may be 
daytime lane closures on 
Route 419 for paving out-
side of peak travel times. 
Work is expected to be 
completed in mid- or late 
August. 

ROUTE 635 (GOOD-
WIN AVENUE) CLO-
SURE – As part of the 
ongoing I-81 project from 
exit 137 to 141, Route 
635 (Goodwin Avenue) 
is closed where it runs un-
derneath I-81. It will be 
closed for approximately 
30 days for reconstruc-
tion to accommodate the 

widening of the interstate. 
Drivers will need to seek 
alternate routes as traffi  c 
will not be able to pass 
underneath the interstate 
during this time.

ROUTE 628 CUL-
VERT REPLACEMENT 
– Route 628 (Greenridge 
Road) is undergoing a cul-
vert replacement located 
.25 miles east of the road’s 
entrance from Route 780 
(Cove Road). Lane clo-
sures on Route 628 main-
tained utilizing tempo-
rary traffi  c signals will be 
in place through August 
2022. Expected comple-
tion is October 2022.  

ROUTE 760 (DIU-
GUIDS LANE) BRIDGE 
REPLACEMENT & 
DETOUR – A project 
to replace the Route 760 
(Diuguids Lane) bridge 
over the Roanoke River 
is underway with prelimi-
nary work. Th e bridge is 
located at the Salem city 
limits near Route 760’s in-
tersection with Route 639 
(West Riverside Drive). 
Typical work hours are 
expected to be Monday 
through Saturday during 
daytime hours with oc-
casional work on Sunday. 
Flagging operations may 
be in place periodically 
and occasional night work 
is possible. Drivers can 
expect short-term lane 
closures with fl aggers con-
trolling traffi  c on West 
Riverside Drive periodi-
cally. Access to Green Hill 
Park, private entrances 
and businesses will be 
maintained at all times. 
Completion is expected in 
the winter of 2022.

Flagging operations in 
place, Monday through 
Friday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
on southbound Diuguids 
lane as well as the inter-
section of Harborwood 
Road/W Riverside Drive. 
A right lane closure north-
bound may also be in 
place, Monday through 
Friday. 

BLUE RIDGE PARK-
WAY CLOSURE – Th e 

Blue Ridge Parkway is 
repairing slope failures. 
Detour signs to detour 
traffi  c around the Bent 
Mountain section of the 
Parkway will be in place. 
Traffi  c will be rerouted 
to Route 220 south to 
Route 419 north to Route 
221 south. Traffi  c travel-
ing north on the Parkway 
would be reversed. Th e 
detour is expected to be 
in place through Summer 
2022.

PAVING OPERA-
TIONS – Weather per-
mitting, crews will pave, 
patch and repair pave-
ment on various routes.  
Lane closures may be in 
place and fl aggers may 
control traffi  c at times 
during daylight hours.  
Drivers should watch for 
signs and expect possible 
delays.

·       Crack seal opera-
tions will be performed 
on Route 419 South near 
Route 1699 and Salem 
City Limits. 

·       Milling and pav-
ing operations, 7 a.m. to 6 
p.m. with single lane fl ag-
ging, in Roanoke County-
will include

o   Route 605 (Shadwell 
Drive / Old Mountain 
Road) from Roanoke City 
Limit to Route 627.  

o   Route 601 Hollins 
Road from Route 115 to 
Route 627

SURFACE TREAT-
MENT OPERATIONS 
– Weather permitting, 
crews will begin surface 
treatment operations 
on various routes.  Lane 
closures may be in place 
and fl aggers may control 
traffi  c at times during 
daylight hours.  Drivers 
should watch for signs 
and expect possible de-
lays. Th e road surface 
may be rough for several 
weeks after surface treat-
ment is applied. Once it 
packs down, the road sur-
face will be brushed and 
return to a more smooth 
surface.
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