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Radford University has earned 
a 2022-2023 College of Distinc-
tion designation. Th is designa-
tion from Colleges of Distinction 
shows that Radford is one of the 
best colleges across the Common-
wealth of Virginia.

According to their website, 
“Colleges of Distinction was cre-
ated in 2000 to help students and 
their parents navigate the over-
whelming process of selecting the 

right school. We aim to help par-
ents and students fi nd not just the 
‘best’ college, but the right one.”

Here is what Colleges of Dis-
tinction had to say about Radford 
University:

“Founded in 1910, Radford 
University is a comprehensive, 
mid-sized university located in 
the heart of Virginia’s New Riv-
er Valley. With small class sizes, 
rigorous academics, a strong em-

phasis on service to others, and a 
beautiful, 204-acre campus, Rad-
ford University provides an edu-
cation that is focused on develop-
ing the student both inside and 
outside of the classroom.

Radford University also earned 
distinctions for their career de-
velopment and military support 
services as well as their under-
graduate programs in business, 
education, and nursing.”

Radford University earns 2022-2023 
College of Distinction designation

Veterinary college researchers to study 
most common heart disease in cats

Radford University’s College of Distinction designation shows that it is one of the commonwealth’s best 
colleges.

Th e Radford City 
Police Department 
participated in active 
threat training sessions  
throughout July.

Th e fi rst two sessions 
were conducted through 
Louisiana State Univer-
sity’s National Center 
for Biomedical Research 
and Training/Academy of 
Counter-Terrorist Educa-
tion.

Th e LSU National 

Center, along with the 
top subject matter ex-
perts in the country, de-
velops courses that ad-
dress the most current 
preparedness needs. Th e 
fi rst course the Radford 
City Police Department 
participated in, alongside 
Radford Fire and EMS, 
the Radford Sheriff ’s De-
partment, and Radford 
University emergency 
management offi  cials was 

CEO survey: 
Majority of 
Virginia employers 
experiencing 
negative impact 
from inflation

Eighty-four percent 
of Virginia’s CEOs are 
experiencing a negative 
impact on their busi-
ness due to inflation, 
according to the quar-
terly CEO Economic 
Outlook Survey con-
ducted by the University 
of Richmond’s Robins 
School of Business and 
the Virginia Council of 
CEOs.

According to the 
survey, in addition to 
the current impact of 
inflation, 55% of the 
commonwealth’s CEOs 
expect inflation to con-
tinue to rise above cur-
rent levels over the next 
six months.

“The survey results 
suggest that CEOs have 

felt a considerable nega-
tive impact from infla-
tionary pressures and, as 
a result, are less optimis-
tic overall about the next 
six months,” said Rich 
Boulger, associate dean 
at the Robins School, 
which administers the 
survey and collects the 
responses.

“It is no surprise that 
inflation is hurting small 
businesses,” said Scot 
McRoberts, executive 
director of VACEOs. 
“The entrepreneurs I 
work with continue to 
adapt to challenging 
conditions, but I have 
seen their optimism dim 
in recent months.”

Fifty-nine percent 
of the commonwealth’s 

In July, Radford City Police participated in an active 
threat training course designed to increase the 
survivability of victims injured during an active threat 
situation.

See Threat Training, page 3

Researchers at the Virginia-
Maryland College of Veterinary 
Medicine will investigate the most 
common form of heart disease in 
cats and the devastating blood 
clotting complications associated 
with it.  

Giulio Menciotti, assistant 
professor of cardiology, and Ashley 
Wilkinson, assistant professor of 
small animal internal medicine, 
have been awarded an EveryCat 
Health Foundation grant to 
study coagulation in cats with 
hypertrophic cardiomyopathy 
using thromboelastography. The 
EveryCat Health Foundation is a 
nonprofit that focuses exclusively 
on feline health research.  

Hypertrophic cardiomyopathy 
(HCM) is the most common 
form of heart disease in cats. 
HCM affects up to 15 percent of 
the cat population, and in some 
breeds such as the sphynx, Maine 
coon, and ragdoll, the disease 
has been demonstrated to have 
genetic bases and be heritable.  

HMC causes thickening and 
stiffening of the heart walls, which 

in turn impairs the ability of the 
cardiac muscle to relax and accept 
blood. As a consequence, some 
cardiac chambers can become 
severely enlarged. Although 
many cats with HCM have no 
clinical signs, the disease can 
lead to congestive heart failure or 
feline arterial thromboembolism 
(FATE).  

Enlarged heart chambers 
predispose cats to forming blood 
clots that then can dislodge from 
the heart and block the blood 
supply to parts of the body. Feline 
arterial thromboembolism occurs 
when a blood clot obstructs 
blood flow to a part of the body, 
typically to the hind legs. This 
causes paralysis and severe pain, 
and because of limited treatment 
options, cats with HCM and 
FATE are often euthanized.  

“In practice, I’ve seen how 
cats suffer quite a bit. I’ve always 
found it frustrating to treat, 
because if they do throw a blood 
clot, their outcome is poor in a lot 
of cases. Practice really sparked 
my interest in this subject,” said 

Wilkinson.  
Despite HCM’s high rate of 

occurrence, experts don’t fully 
understand the mechanisms that 
cause FATE to occur.  

Menciotti and Wilkinson 
want to better understand 
why cats with HCM develop 
FATE by using a method called 
thromboelastography (TEG) 
to study hypercoagulability, or 
excessive blood clotting.

They will investigate if cats 
with advanced HCM and heart 
chamber enlargement have similar 
thromboelastography parameters 
as cats with HCM and no heart 
chamber enlargement.  

“The ideal result is that we 
find that these cats are indeed 
hypercoagulable and TEG helps 
us identify them, so we can think 
of a better or earlier way to treat 
or prevent this from happening. 
This will add an important piece 
to the puzzle,” said Menciotti.  

With this knowledge, 
veterinarians can better 
determine which cats should 
receive anticoagulant drugs.

Women in Industry series highlights trailblazing Hokies
From scrappy startups to 

sophisticated corporate en-
terprises, Sarah Franklin, 
who earned a degree in chem-
ical engineering in 1997, was 
recently named No. 6 on 
Forbes World’s Most Influen-
tial Chief Marketing Officer’s 
List for 2022. With innova-
tion as her guiding light and 
after 13 years with the San 
Francisco-based SalesForce, 
Franklin was promoted to 
chief marketing officer in 
January 2021. 

Often the lone woman on 
a team, Franklin throughout 
her career witnessed the in-
equality of women and mi-
norities in STEM careers, 
which inspired her to help 
spark the Trailblazer Move-
ment by launching Trailhead, 
Salesforce’s gamified online 
learning platform. With 
Trailhead, she has helped 
people transform their ca-
reers from hair stylists, salsa 
dance instructors, and fac-
tory workers to successful 

technologists, according to 
her official Salesforce bio.

Franklin is one of the Vir-
ginia Tech women profiled 
in the newest university se-
ries —  Women in Industry 
— highlighting passionate, 
hardworking, smart, and cre-
ative women leading the way 
in industry. From Liz Hart, 
deputy White House social 
secretary, to Julia M. Ross, 
Virginia Tech’s first female 
dean for the College of Engi-
neering, to pioneers in Hol-

lywood working to promote 
underrepresented women in 
film such as Michelle Krus-
iec, Virginia Tech women are 
making history.

Join host Dawn Jefferies, 
Virginia Tech’s director of vi-
sual strategy, for the Women 
in Industry series that pre-
miered on July 27 to learn 
more about inspiring Hokie 
women.

The Women in Industry se-

ries began as an idea to high-
light women in STEM, but 
flourished as Virginia Tech 
hosted in-person networking 
and panel discussions over 
the last year. Alumni shared 
that their career paths may 
not be STEM-focused, but 
the topics and experiences as-
sociated with the challenges 
of the STEM fields resonated 
with many. In an effort to be 
more inclusive and capture 

PHOTO BY ANDREW MANN FOR VIRGINIA TECH.
Ashley Wilkinson (at left), assistant professor of small animal internal medicine, and Giulio Menciotti, 
assistant professor of cardiology. 

Radford Police 
take part in active 
threat training

See Trailblazing Hokies, page 5

See CEO Survey, page 5
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Thursday, Aug. 4:

American Legion meeting
American Legion Harvey-Howe-

Carper Post 30 will meet at 7 p.m. at 
the VFW Post Home on 102 Watts St. 
in Radford. For further information, 
contact 540-250-2283 or 540-239-
9864.

Radford High School alumni mixer
Radford High School will hold an 

alumni mixer at Brick House Pizza in 
Radford from 5 to 7 p.m. Th e athletic 
booster club will speak and talk about 
their objectives for the year. Th e boost-
ers will also be taking new members. 
Pizzas will be available fi rst come, fi rst 
serve. Alumni will meet the coaches, 
administrators, and teachers and learn 
more about fall sports at Radford High 
School and the new weight room.

Root Beer Float Day
At the Blacksburg Library at 3 p.m. 

Participants will get one small root beer 
fl oat in celebration.

Friday, Aug. 5:
Science Investigations: Weird Water
At the Blacksburg Library at 2 

p.m.Th is science program for elemen-
tary age kids will explore the weird 
properties of water and the scientifi c 
reasons behind why it behaves the way 
it does. Th e program includes hands-on 
experiments. For the best experience, 
kids should arrive promptly at 2 p.m. 
Th e program is best for ages 7 and up, 
but younger children can participate 
with adult help.

Friday, Aug. 5, and 
Saturday, Aug. 6:

Book sale
Book sale at the Radford Public Li-

brary from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Lots of 
books for all ages will be on sale at rea-
sonable prices. 

Saturday, Aug. 6:
PAWS to Read with Derek
At the Blacksburg Library at noon. 

Participants can sign up for a 10-min-
ute time slot to read with a therapy 
dog. Call the library at 540-552-8246.

Music on the Lawn: Haze and Dac-
ey

At the Christiansburg Library at 6 
p.m. Th is is the fourth show in the li-
brary’s Music on the Lawn concert se-
ries. Concertgoers should bring lawn 
chairs and blankets. Th is free concert 
will go on rain or shine.

Monday, Aug. 8:
Radford City Council meeting
Th is regularly scheduled meeting 

will be held at 7 p.m. at the Radford 
City Administration Building, 10 Rob-
ertson St. For more information, www.
radford.va.gov.

STEM club
At the Christiansburg Library at 1 

p.m.Th e library’s homeschool STEM 
club where will explore science, tech-
nology, engineering, and/or math. For 
ages 8 and up.

Tuesday, Aug. 9:
Sons of Confederate Veterans meet-

ing
Sons of Confederate Veterans, Stuart 

Horse Artillery Camp 1784 will meet 
at 7 p.m. at Aly’s Family Italian Res-
taurant at 3204 Riner Road. Members 
of the United Daughters of the Con-
federacy are invited to attend. For fur-
ther information, call 540-320-4315 or 
540-239-9864.

Talking about books 
At the Blacksburg Library at 11 a.m. 

To be discussed is “Whispers from 
the Steppe” by local author Mary Ja-
cubowski. Call 540-552-8246 to re-

serve a copy.
 
Homeschool creative writing group
At the Blacksburg Library at 1 p.m. 

Teens and Tweens can join this new 
Homeschool Creative Writing club. 
Participants can practice their writing 
skills, share them with others, and learn 
about constructive criticism by work-
ing with peers and talking about sto-
ries. Recommended for ages 10 and up.

Wednesday, Aug. 10:
Loops group
At the Blacksburg Library at 2 p.m. 

Participants can bring their projects 
and join the loops group for commu-
nity and conversation. Everyone is wel-
come.

Saturday, Aug. 13:
Mt. Tabor Ruritan Fish fry 
Th e Mount Tabor Ruritan Club will 

hold its August Fish Fry from 5 to 7 
p.m. at Slusser’s Chapel Picnic Shelter, 
1543 Mount Tabor Rd. in Blacksburg. 
Servings will include fi sh, fries and 
slaw; homemade desserts; and bever-
ages. Prices are $12 for adults and car-
ry-outs, $6 for children under 12 with 
children under 3 free. Th e Panjammers 
Steel Drum Orchestra will be playing, 
and the fi sh fry will be held rain or 
shine. Call or text 540-449-6178 for 
further information. On Facebook at 
MtTaborRuritan.

Saturday, Aug. 13 - 
Sunday, Aug. 21:

Marching Virginians band camp
Th e Virginia Tech Marching Virgin-

ians will hold their annual band camp 
from August 13-21 at the Marching 
Virginians Field on the Virginia Tech 
Campus. Adjoining neighborhoods 
may be able to hear the band rehearsals 
from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. on those days. 
Th e Blacksburg community is welcome 
to come out and watch the rehearsals 

as well.

Ongoing:
Montgomery-Christiansburg Citi-

zens Academy Registration Now Open
Registration for the 2022 Montgom-

ery-Christiansburg Citizens Academy 
is now open. Th e deadline for Chris-
tiansburg and Montgomery County 
residents to register for this free, eight-
week course is Aug. 15. Citizens Acad-
emy provides a hands-on experience for 
participants, covering a wide variety of 
local government functions ranging 
from fi re and rescue to libraries, ani-
mal care, and public works. Classes are 
Wednesday evenings from 6 to 8 p.m., 
beginning Sept. 7 and ending on Oct. 
26.

United Way Emergency Food Pan-
try in need

Th e United Way NRV Emergency 
Food Pantry supply is critically low. 
Anyone able to donate some pantry 
items can drop them off  at the United 
Way’s offi  ce at 111 West Main St. in 
Christiansburg.

Alexander Black House Farming 
Exhibit 

Th e Blacksburg Museum and Cul-
tural Foundation announces an ex-
hibit, “Virginia is for Farmers: Agricul-
ture in Southwest Virginia, Th en and 
Now” on display through Aug. 18, in 
the Alexander Black House main gal-
leries, 204 Draper Road SW, Blacks-
burg. Admission is free; hours are Tues-
day through Saturday from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. A reception open to the public 
will be held on Saturday, Aug. 6, from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Th e exhibit explores 
pre-settler agriculture in Southwestern 
Virginia, Blacksburg area farms in the 
18th and 19th centuries, and the birth 
of the Future Farmers of America at 
Virginia Tech in the early 20th Cen-
tury. It brings agriculture in Southwest 
Virginia to the  present-day local farm-
ers’ market and Blacksburg’s neighbor-
hood gardens. For more information, 
visit blacksburgmuseum.org.

Jessie Peterman Library to off er weekly counseling sessions
Th e Jessie Peterman Memo-

rial Library has added a weekly 
counseling session to its calen-
dar.

Th rough a partnership with 
Radford’s 401 Peer Center, part 
of New River Valley Communi-
ty Services (NRVCS), a Certifi ed 
Peer Recovery Specialist from 

the 401 Peer Center will lead a 
group meeting titled “We Could 
All Use a Little Help” in Floyd 
every Tuesday at 3:00 p.m.

Anyone who would like to 
add connection and support to 
their lives is encouraged to join.

Leroy Robinson, supervisor of 
the 401 Peer Center, says, “We 

are honored, through collabora-
tive eff orts, to partner with Jes-
sie Peterman that will allow the 
Peer Center to expand its ser-
vices throughout the New River 
Valley. As we grow towards be-
coming a regional training facil-
ity with the support of NRVCS 
and Floyd County Drug Court, 

this collaboration with the li-
brary will be the fi rst of many to 
come.”

Th e 401 Peer Center is a 
peer-led facility that off ers a safe 
place to anyone struggling with 
substance abuse disorder, mental 
health disorder, homelessness, 
and/or unemployment, or to 

anyone simply looking to con-
nect with Certifi ed Peer Recov-
ery Specialists to improve one’s 
quality of life.

Th ese meetings will provide a 
safe, non-judgmental space that 
will promote overall wellness. 
Signing up for the sessions is not 
required.

OBITUARIES
 Foster, Stella Th ompson

Stella Thompson Foster, 84, of 
Radford, passed away Friday, July 29, 
2022, at her home.

She was preceded in death by her 
parents, Benny and Myrtle Thompson; 
her husband, Harlan Gary Foster; and 
her two sons, Keith Glenn Church and 
Phillip Miguel Church.

Survivors include her sister, Patricia 
Thompson Saunders; nephews Kevin 
Saunders, Scott Saunders, and Mat-
thew Saunders; a niece, Stacy Saun-

ders Branigan; many great- nephews; 
a great-niece; a special uncle, Olen 
Thompson; and many other relatives 
and friends.

The family would like to thank 
Anna Handy of Radford for all of her 
support and care.

Per Stella’s request, no services will 
be held at this time.

The Thompson/Foster family is in 
the care of Mullins Funeral Home and 
Crematory in Radford.

Garst, Mary Frances (Dolly) 
Mary Frances (Dolly) 

Garst, 86, of Blacksburg, 
passed away Th ursday, 
July 28, 2022, at Lewis-
Gale Medical Center.

She was born in 
Montgomery County 
on May 24, 1936, to 
the late James and Mary 
Sarver Alls. She was also 
preceded in death by her 
husband, Don A. Garst; 
a son, J. Wayne Garst; a 
sister, Janie Gray; and a 
brother, Harry Alls.

She is survived by her children, Libby 
Heinemann, Mary A. Hendrickson, Jer-
ry A. Garst, and daughter-in-Law Alison 
Garst; grandchildren Lindsay Holman 
(Hank), Kari Traugott (Dustin), Kellie 
Lavine, Leslie Combs (Shaun), Morgan 
Hendrickson, Emily Garst (John), Katie 

Prewitt, Vickie Foy (Matt), 
and Connor York; great-
grandchildren Josh Holman, 
Gage Simpson, Shelby Hol-
man, Austin and Landon 
Traugott, and Ryan and 
Aiden Combs; and numer-
ous nieces, nephews, and 
cousins. 

Funeral services were 
conducted Tuesday, Aug. 
2, 2022, in the McCoy Fu-
neral Home Chapel with 
Dr. Don McKinney offi  ciat-

ing. Interment followed in the Westview 
Cemetery in Blacksburg.  Th e family re-
ceived friends Monday, Aug. 1, 2022, at 
the McCoy Funeral Home, 150 Country 
Club Dr. S.W. Blacksburg, VA. In lieu of 
fl owers please consider donating to the 
Blacksburg Fire Department or Blacks-
burg Rescue.
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Montgomery homeowners asked to 
report destructive jumping worms

B L A C K S B U R G —
While many gardeners 
welcome worms in their 
soil, there’s one wriggling 
fi end that is unwanted.

Virginia Cooperative 
Extension is asking Virgin-
ia residents to keep an eye 
out for the invasive jump-
ing worm. Recently spot-
ted in Chesterfi eld County, 
the worms are becoming 
widespread across the state. 
Since 2019, they’ve been 
seen in Albemarle, Bed-
ford, Chesterfi eld, Fred-
erick, Goochland, Loud-
oun, Louisa, Montgomery, 
Northumberland, Prince 
William and Wise coun-
ties, as well as in the cities 
of Fairfax, Lynchburg and 
Virginia Beach, according 
to the Virginia Tech De-
partment of Entomology.

“Mainly we hope that 
people are aware of these 
invasive worms and try 
their best to not spread 
them through potted 
plants or soil,” said Th eresa 
Dellinger, Virginia Tech 

insect identifi cation lab di-
agnostician.

Also known as Alabama 
jumpers, crazy worms, 
Jersey wrigglers and snake 
worms, they’re recognized 
by their erratic jumping 
and thrashing behavior 
when handled or dis-
turbed.

Ranging from red to 
brownish purple in color, 
they’re identifi able by a 
smooth, milky-colored 
band of tissue that encir-
cles the worm’s body. Mea-
suring 3 to 6 inches long, 
they sometimes have a 
glossy, iridescent sheen but 
are not slimy to the touch.

While many worms are 
thought to be benefi cial to 
the soil, the jumping worm 
is an exception. Th ey feed 
on leaf litter and mulch at 
the soil’s surface, removing 
an important organic layer 
and changing the soil struc-
ture underneath—leaving 
it bare, with a uniformly 
dry, granular appearance 
resembling coff ee grounds.

Th is leaf litter consump-
tion also removes benefi cial 
nutrients that plants need 
and changes the moisture 
level of the underlying 
soil—increasing the poten-
tial for erosion. Addition-
ally, animals that live and 
feed on the leaf litter and 
topsoil may be aff ected by 
habitat loss.

Extension cautions peo-
ple to be aware when shar-
ing plants that may contain 
jumping worms, and avoid 
introducing organic mulch 
or soil from outside sources 
unless it’s been heat-treat-
ed. Th oroughly clean items 
with soil on them, such as 
gardening tools and shoes, 
before going into another 
yard.

Additionally, worms 
sold as bait should never be 
released in the wild.

“It’s almost certain that 
some of these worms have 
been spread by people us-
ing them for fi sh bait too,” 
Dellinger noted. “And peo-
ple buying worms online 

for composting should be 
aware that their purchase 
may actually contain a mix 
of worms, including jump-

ing worms.”
Anyone believing they 

may have found jump-
ing worms should take an 

up-close, clear photo or a 
video and report the fi nd-
ing to the local Extension 
offi  ce.
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Virginia Tech researcher Lijuan Yuan to test vaccine for norovirus, 
which sends 900,000+ children to U.S. hospitals annually

PHOTO BY ANDREW MANN FOR VIRGINIA TECHThe Yuan laboratory team.

Lijuan Yuan, professor 
of virology and immunol-
ogy at the Virginia-Mary-
land College of Veteri-
nary Medicine at Virginia 

Tech, will evaluate a po-
tential live oral vaccine for 
norovirus, the No. 1 cause 
of foodborne illness.

Indiana University’s 

John Patton and col-
leagues are developing 
a norovirus vaccine that 
uses the Rotarix rotavirus 
vaccine as a platform. Us-

ing reverse genetics, they 
will insert a norovirus 
protein into Gene 7 of the 
rotavirus. Th e virus will 
then express the norovirus 

protein in the gut, induc-
ing an immune response 
against norovirus.  

According to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control 
and Prevention, norovi-
rus is the leading cause 
of vomiting and diarrhea 
from acute gastroenteritis 
in the United States, re-
sulting in 19 million to 21 
million cases every year.  

Norovirus tends to af-
fect young children and 
the elderly the most. It’s 
responsible for about 
24,000 hospitalizations 
and 925,000 outpatient 
visits for American chil-
dren each year, according 
to the National Center for 
Biotechnology Informa-
tion. Rotavirus also causes 
acute gastroenteritis and 
hits young children the 
hardest.  

“Together, rotavirus 
and norovirus cause over 
415,000 deaths every year, 
and norovirus also has a 
very signifi cant burden 
even in the countries that 

don’t have a lot of deaths,” 
said Yuan. “Th e economic 
cost is huge, $4.2 billion 
in direct costs and $60 
billion in indirect societal 
costs. You hear about no-
rovirus outbreaks on the 
news all the time in hos-
pitals, nursing homes, and 
cruise ships and how it’s 
closing down restaurants, 
so it’s got a lot of econom-
ic implications.”.

In her lab, Yuan studies 
gnotobiotic pig models of 
human enteric virus infec-
tion and disease, includ-
ing how probiotics aff ect 
immunity and the evalua-
tion of rotavirus and no-
rovirus vaccines and anti-
norovirus biologicals.  

Working with gnoto-
biotic pigs is both time 
and labor intensive, but 
the pig model of norovi-
rus will test a vaccine that 
could help millions of 
people.

Written by Sarah 
Boudreau  

Invasive jumping worms are becoming widespread across Virginia, including 
Montgomery County. They feed on leaf litter, thus increasing the chances of soil 
erosion and depriving animals that feed on the litter of a valuable source of food. 

Active Th reat Integrated 
Response Care (ATIRC), 
designed to increase the 
survivability of victims 
injured during an active 
threat situation.

Th e course addresses 
the need for quick and 
decisive communication 
between law enforcement, 
fi re, and emergency medi-
cal services in an active 
threat event. Th is training 
also provides law enforce-
ment offi  cers with key 
medical skills to be used 
at the point of injury.

Th e hands-on exercises 
in the course help to im-
prove communication be-
tween law enforcement, 
fi re, and emergency med-
ical services during active 
shooter events, emphasiz-
ing the goal of increasing 
the survivability of the 
victims. Th ese exercises 
also give participants 
experience working un-
der duress during an ac-
tive threat event in order 
to develop and solidify 
critical decision-making 
skills.

Th e second course was 
Active Th reats on Cam-
pus and was attended by 
members of Radford

City Public Schools 
alongside Radford public 
safety offi  cials.

Th is week, Radford 
City Police are conduct-
ing a fi nal round of train-
ings in the evenings

from 5:00 p.m. to 
10:00 p.m. at Radford 
High School. Th is is 
force-on force-training, 

and multiple law enforce-
ment agencies are par-
ticipating. Community 
members may see an in-
creased police presence 
in the area during those 
evenings.

“RCPD remains com-
mitted to training in the 
most up-to-date tactics 
with the most current re-
search and information,” 
said Pete Rutzinski, Rad-
ford’s interim Deputy 

Chief of Police.
“Th is allows our agen-

cy to be better prepared 
to protect and serve our 
community daily should 
an active threat incident 
arrive,”

An active threat training session in July was attended by members of Radford 
City Public Schools and Radford public safety officials, including the Radford 
City Police Department, the Radford Sheriff’s Department, and Radford University 
emergency management officials.

Threat Training from page 1
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course for a few hours. 
For most in atten-

dance, working life is 
now over or winding 
down, egos if they ever 
existed have waned or 
been satisfied, hormones 
have disappeared or at 
least are calming down. 
Like the ads on televi-
sion, we have become 
our parents, actually our 
grandparents. Nothing 
much to prove, no one 
left to impress. 

So getting together 
with folks, quite a few 
of whom you haven’t 
seen in 40 or 50 years 
and whose lives have 
gone in so many dif-
ferent directions, while 
awkward at first, is sim-
pler and easier than at 
prior reunions, where 
the conversations were 
typically like this:

- at the 10th, “what a 
great job I have and how 
smart am I and let me 
show you pictures of the 
babies.”

- at the 20th, “yeah, 
we’re divorced now and 
I’ve changed jobs and 
yeah some of the kids 
have some problems, 
but everything is work-
ing out all things con-
sidered.”

- at the 30th, “I’ve got 
a few aches and pains 

and I am starting to 
worry about my parents 
and let me show you 
pictures of the grand-
kids and yeah I’m look-
ing forward to retire-
ment.”

- at the 40th, “yes, 
I’ve lost my parents too 
and the kids have moved 
away, but I’m getting 
by and I still have my 
health largely and in 
2,076 days I can retire.” 

This one was differ-
ent. Yes, it was a little 
awkward at first to 
strike up a conversa-
tion with someone you 
haven’t seen in 40 or 50 
years, and thank God 
for being able to peek at 
blessed name tags, but 
this time it felt warm 
and genuine. Sure, we 
talked a little about 
what surgeries we had 
coming up, but no one 
much cared about im-
pressing anyone. Our 
lots in life have been 
largely cast.

We remembered lost 
classmates (sadly, way 
more than I realized). 
We joked about being 
thrilled to “still be on 
the right side of the  dai-
sies.” We were just truly 
happy to see each other.

Change was all around 
us, but yet sometimes 

it seemed like nothing 
had changed. We only 
wished we could spend 
more time with each 
other before moving on 
to the next conversa-
tion. I am guessing it 
was like a form of speed 
dating, but with a com-
mon denominator (our 
years together in school) 
as a starting point. 

We shared some 
laughs and some tears. 
But mainly we remem-
bered sharing a special 
part of our lives. Many 
of us started in first 
grade together and spent 
our entire youth in a 
wonderful small town 
where school was the 
hub of life. Our families 
knew each other, and 
community was a real 
thing, not just a buzz-
word.  There were few 
strangers in those long 
ago times and change 
seemed non-existent. 
Little did we appreciate 
what was bearing down 
upon us.

Some  of us had it 
easier than others back 
then, and some of us 
have better memories 
of those times than oth-
ers. But I think for a 
few hours we all relished 
that we had experienced 
such a significant part 

of our lives together 
and that we had a bond 
that lots of people never 
have.

Growing up in small 
town America in a sim-
pler time, in a village 
that  truly raised its 
kids. If only we  could 
go back to that way of 
life, when suspicion and 
fear were not a part of 
daily routine.

I just  chatted with 
one of the folks in atten-
dance who had a differ-
ent background cultur-
ally than many of us. He 
said he looked around 
the party on Saturday 
night and felt how little 
he had in common with 
many of the others in 
attendance. But then he 
said how glad he was to 
be there and how much 
better things would be if 
the world was more like 
the people in that room. 
That says it all.

Evans “Buddy” King is 
a proud native of Chris-
tiansburg, CHS Class 
of 1971. He resides in 
Clarksburg, W.Va., where 
he has practiced law 
with the firm of Steptoe 
& Johnson, PLLC, since 
1980. He can be reached 
at evans.king@steptoe-
johnson.com.

The one thing we are 
always told that is con-
stant in life is change. 
Just a clever way of say-
ing nothing is constant. 
Everything changes. 
And we wouldn’t re-
ally want things not to 
change. We would be 
stuck with the results of 
our own worst instincts 
forever. So change is 
good, or at least inevi-
table and natural. Hope-
fully in the direction of 
a better world. At times 
you wonder. 

Another thing about 
life that we hear is that 
change is hard. Lots of 
us, particularly as we 
get older, say “I don’t 
like change,” “why aren’t 
things the way they used 
to be?” And we become  
the subject of ridicule 
from younger genera-
tions for not “embrac-
ing change,” for “be-
ing behind the times,” 
against “progress,” “out 
of date,” whatever cli-
ché you want to use. 
But that too is natu-
ral. Change necessarily 
means that the intersec-
tion of the circle of the 

experiences and ideas 
of the older generation 
with that of the young-
er is small. Otherwise 
change would not occur.  

I think the greatest 
dream many of us have, 
what I would wish for if 
I found the genie in the 
bottle and got one wish, 
is to be around when the 
current younger gen-
erations become the age 
we are now. When the 
tables  are turned. Im-
possible of course, but it 
would be confirming for 
us when they come to re-
alize that it’s not easy to 
change the world, that 
life is hard and complex. 
Fast and unforgiving. 
No do-overs. 

Why am I waxing 
philosophical? Because 
I just returned from my 
50th high school re-
union (actually 51st, but 
who’s counting?) in my 
wonderful old home-
town of Christiansburg. 
If there is ever a point 
in life when you are en-
titled to reflect and be 
introspective this is it ! 
So on to the occasion, 
when change reversed 

Buddy King: My 50-year class reunion took me back to simpler, better times
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CLUES ACROSS
  1. Disco light
  7. London radio station
 10. Aerospace Co. Morton 
___
 11. Capital of Puglia, Italy
 12. A phantom or appari-
tion
 13. Packed wine
 14. The ocean below 6000 
meters
 15. 1st dynasty: AKA Xia
 16. Every
 17. Six (Spanish)
 18. His ark
 20. Segment or a circle
 21. Pres. Johnson or 
Obama
 26. 12th Greek letter
 27. The First Lady

 32. A blood group 
 33. Takes to task
 35. Prints money 
(abbr.)
 36. Airbus manufac-
turer
 37. A instance of selling
 38. 12th month (abbr.)
 39. Baseball’s Ruth
 40. 1959 Nobel 
biochemist Severo
 43. Weights deducted 
to obtain net
 44. To lie scattered 
over
 47. 6th Jewish month
 48. Physical mal-
treators
 49. Founder Franklin
 50. Published
 

 CLUES DOWN
  1. Fish of the genus Alosa
  2. Rock singer Turner
  3. Muslim weight from 1 to 5 
pounds
  4. Turkish unit of weight
  5. Bovine  genus
  6. Popular shade tree
  7. The principal foundation of
  8. La ___ Tar Pits
  9. Spanish hero soldier
 10. Brains egg-shaped grey 
matter
 11. Fundamental
 12. Bast
 13. Small angels
 16. Not or
 17. S Pacific island group
 19. Ad ___: impromptu
 22. Gen. ___ DeGaulle

 23. Hasidic spiritual leader
 24. Aluminum
 25. Considerate and solicitous 
care
 28. Popular Canadian phrase
 29. Consumed food
 30. Hayfields
 31. About Andes
 34. Secondary School 
Certificate
 35. Pen maker Castell
 37. Brand of clear wrap
 39. Past tense of bid
 40. Resort city on Lake Biwa
 41. Big Bear was chief
 42. A group of cattle
 43. The bill in a restaurant
 44. People of the Dali region 
of Yunnan
 45. One point S of due E
 46. Pig genus
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OPINION

Home Country by Slim Randles: 
Th e day popcorn killed the mules

“You know it used to was even 
hotter than it is right now, don’t 
you?” Windy looked up from his 
lunch. Oh boy, professorial mood. 
We’re gonna get it. “I used ta pack 
mules, a-course. Well, I packed ‘em 
‘til the accident, anyway.”

“Accident, Windy?” Dang it, 
Dud, you’ve done it now.

“Nobody can say I don’t love 
them little mules, but that accident 
took all the packin’ enthusiasticals 
right outa me.

“Over in Death Valley it was. 
Summer. Hotter’n … well, you 
know. I was takin’ the pack mules 
out each day with the lunches all 
packed on ‘em fer these dudes.

Kinda fun.
“Jest why these here folks want 

to go a pick-a-nickin’ on a hot day 
I couldn’t say. To each his own said 
the old maid as she kissed the cow, 
I guess. Mules is the best manmade 

varmint in history, ya know? But 
even mules got theirselves a limit 
on hotness.

“Th em mules. My mules … oh I 
was so very happy with them mules. 
But what’s done is water under the 
road and chickens swimmin’ up-
stream, ain’t it?

“Well, that day we had a party 
that was partial to popcorn. Loved 
the stuff . I put two big cans on each 
mule in bag loads. One on each 
side.

 “And we wasn’t but maybe … oh, 
like 20 minutes on the trail when 
the accident happened. (sob) I still 
can’t rememorate it today without 
goin’ all gooshy inside, either.

“What happened was somethin’ 
we never fi ggered on. Nossir! Why, 
the heat was just a-hottenen down 
on them pack mules and their 
packs got all hot, and them cans of 
popcorn got all hot and then the 

popcorn went to poppin’.
“Pardner, you never seen such a 

goldarn wreck in your life! Th em 
mules heard that popcorn a-pop-
pin’ and fi ggered somebody was 
shootin’ at ‘em. Yessir. And they 
went to buckin’ around out there, 
and when they did, the lids come 
off  all 16 cans of popcorn and it 
looked like the Fourth of July, 
with big ol’ fountains of that pop-
corn cas-cradin’ down ‘round them 
mules.

“And when the popcorn hit the 
ground, the mules looked at it, 
thought it was snow and froze to 
death! A terrible tragedy, and I ain’t 
packed popcorn since that day.”

Brought to you by https://www.
amazon.com/Cowboys-Guide-
Packing-Backyard-Horse-ebook/
dp/B00W2U3VXE now just $3.49 
on Kindle.

Virginia gas prices fell another 
15.4 cents per gallon last week

Average gasoline pric-
es in Virginia fell 15.4 
cents per gallon last 
week, averaging $3.97/g 
as of Monday, Aug. 1, 
according to GasBuddy’s 
survey of 4,081 stations 
in Virginia.

Prices in Virginia are 
66.9 cents per gallon 
lower than they were a 
month ago but still are 
98.9 cents per gallon 
higher than they were a 
year ago. Th e national 
average price of diesel 
declined 14.8 cents last 
week to $5.27 per gal-
lon.

According to Gas-
Buddy price reports, 
the cheapest station in 
Virginia was priced at 
$3.39/g Monday while 
the most expensive was 
$5.69/g, a diff erence of 
$2.30/g.

Th e national aver-
age price of gasoline fell 
15.9 cents per gallon 
last week to an average 

of $4.17/g Monday. As 
of Aug. 1, the national 
average for gasoline was 
down 65.5 cents per gal-
lon from a month ago 
but was still $1.02/g 
higher than a year ago, 
according to GasBuddy 
data compiled from 
more than 11 million 
weekly price reports cov-
ering over 150,000 gas 
stations across the coun-
try.

“We continue to see 
average gas prices falling 
in every state, with the 
national average down 
for the seventh straight 
week,” said Patrick De 
Haan, head of petroleum 
analysis at GasBuddy. 
“Even better, nearly 20 
states have also seen their 
average decline to $3.99 
or less, with over 70,000 
stations now at that level 
or below. Th e outlook is 
for a continued drop in 
most areas,” according 
to De Haan. “However, 

some supply tightness in 
areas of the Northeastern 
U.S. could push prices 
up slightly until inven-
tories rise or imports do. 
For now, Americans are 
seeing prices nearly 90 
cents lower than their 
mid-June peak and are 
spending close to $330 
million less on gasoline 
every day as a result. As 
long as oil prices hold 
at these levels or lower, 
we’ll see another decline 
in most areas this week.”

GasBuddy is the au-
thoritative voice for gas 
prices and the only source 
for station-level data. 
GasBuddy’s survey up-
dates 288 times every day 
from the most diverse list 
of sources covering nearly 
150,000 stations nation-
wide, the most compre-
hensive and up-to-date 
in the country. GasBuddy 
data are accessible at 
http://prices.GasBuddy.
com.
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Radford’s Abigail Caldwell named 
to Champlain College dean’s list 

Abigail Caldwell of 
Radford has been named 
to a Champlain College 
dean’s list for the Spring 
2022 semester.

Caldwell is currently 
enrolled in the game art 
and animation major.

To achieve dean’s list 
honors, a student must 

maintain a 3.5 grade 
point average during the 
semester.

Founded in 1878, 
Champlain College is a 
small, not-for-profi t, pri-
vate college in Burling-
ton, Vt., with additional 
campuses in Montreal, 
Canada, and Dublin, Ire-

land. From its campus 
overlooking Lake Cham-
plain, the college off ers 
an innovative academic 
experience and more 
than 100 residential and 
online programs, includ-
ing undergraduate and 
graduate degrees and cer-
tifi cates.

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS

CEOs expect sales to 
increase with 28% ex-
pecting at least a 10% 
increase, while 52% ex-
pect employment to in-
crease over the next six 
months.

The survey found ex-
pectations over the next 
six months for both 
sales and employment 
were positive, although 

expectations were down 
compared with the end 
of Q1 2022.

More than half 
(59%) of the surveyed 
CEOs indicated that 
they expect sales to in-
crease over the next six 
months.

6% expected sales to 
be “significantly high-
er.” 53% expected sales 

to be “higher.” 13% ex-
pected sales to be “low-
er.” 28% indicated they 
expected no change.

Thirty-one percent of 
the CEOs expect capi-
tal spending to increase 
over the next six months 
(similar to last quarter) 
while 25% expect capi-
tal spending to decrease. 
More than 43% of those 

surveyed expect capital 
spending to remain flat. 

Fifty-two percent of 
respondent CEOs ex-
pect employment to in-
crease over the next six 
months. Thirty-eight 
per cent expect employ-
ment to remain flat 
while only 11% expect 
employment to fall. 

Taken as a whole, the 

results pertaining to 
sales, capital spending, 
and employment are less 
positive than in the first 
quarter of 2022 with the 
overall Economic Out-
look Index decreasing 
(81.3 versus 98.1) rela-
tive to the results from 
the end of Q1 2022. 

Additionally, CEOs 
were again asked if the 

war in Ukraine and 
other world events have 
resulted in supply chain 
interruptions that nega-
tively impacted their 
business. They reported 
the following impact on 
their business:

No impact: 33%. A 
minor negative impact: 
43%. A significant neg-
ative impact: 24%.

CEO Survey from page 1

Trailblazing Hokies from page 1

the journeys of these trailblazers, 
Women in Industry was born.

The event premiere included a 
compilation of profile videos of the 
following Hokies.

Sarah Franklin ‘97
President and chief marketing 

officer, Salesforce, College of Engi-
neering

Liz Hart ‘07
Deputy White House social secre-

tary, College of Liberal Arts and Hu-
man Sciences

Michelle Krusiec ‘95, Actress and 
director, College of Liberal Arts and 
Human Sciences

Jennifer McDermott ‘96, Ex-

ecutive director, Global Technol-
ogy Workforce Strategy, JPMorgan 
Chase, Pamplin College of Business

Prianka Nandy ‘02, Chief infor-
mation and technology officer, Spe-
cial Olympics, College of Science

Jummy Olabanji ‘06, Anchor/re-
porter, NBC (Washington), College 
of Liberal Arts and Human Sciences

Julia M. Ross, Paul and Dorothea 
Torgersen Dean of Engineering, Vir-
ginia Tech

Kimberly Roy ‘99, Chief executive 
officer, Hitt Contracting, College of 
Architecture, Arts, and Design

By Lindsey Haugh

Virginia Department of Transportation road watch
Th e following is a list 

of forecasted highway 
projects that may impact 
traffi  c traveling in the 
12-county Salem Trans-
portation District this 
week. Work schedules 
and construction project 
timelines are always sub-
ject to change and weath-
er dependent. Th e Salem 
District covers Bedford, 
Botetourt, Carroll, Craig, 
Floyd, Franklin, Giles, 
Henry, Montgomery, 
Patrick, Pulaski and Roa-
noke counties.

M O N T G O M E R Y 
COUNTY

I-81 NORTH-
BOUND AT EXIT 105 
NEW RIVER BRIDGE 
REPLACEMENT IN 
M O N T G O M E R Y 
COUNTY – Traffi  c on 
northbound I-81 has 
been switched onto the 
newly constructed bridge 
over the New River at 
the Montgomery/Pulaski 
County line. Lane and 
shoulder closures may be 
in place near exit 105. 
Lane closure may be in ef-
fect during the week from 
8 p.m. to 7 a.m. Shoulder 
closures may be in eff ect 
at any time during the 
week. Slow rolls may be 
performed on I-81 in the 
north and southbound 
lanes from mile marker 
98 to 109. Speed limit is 
reduced to 60 miles per 
hour in the work zone. 
Shoulder closures will re-
main in place though the 
duration of the project. 
Project completion is es-
timated by summer 2023.

·       LANE CLO-
SURES: Nighttime al-
ternating lane closures 
will be in place on I-81 
northbound between 
mile markers 104-106 
from 7 p.m. to 6 a.m. the 
following morning.

·       SLOW ROLLS: 
Slow rolls may be utilized 
periodically on both the 
northbound and south-
bound lanes from mile 
marker 98-109 for struc-
tural steel deliveries and 
setting beams.

ROUTE 615 CUL-
VERT REPLACEMENT 
– Route 615 (Pilot Road) 
is undergoing a culvert 
replacement located at 
the intersection of Pilot 
Road and Old Pike Road, 
across from the Pilot Post 
Offi  ce. Lane closures on 
Route 615 maintained 
by utilizing temporary 
traffi  c signals are in place 
through August 2022. 
Flagging operations may 
be in place. Route 615 
will be limited to one 10 
foot lane.  Expected com-
pletion is October 2022.

PATTERSON DRIVE 
BRIDGE WORK IN 
M O N T G O M E R Y 
COUNTY TO DE-
TOUR TRAFFIC NEAR 
ROANOKE COUNTY 
LINE – Th rough Sept. 
2, Route 669 (Patter-

son Drive) will be closed 
to through traffi  c due 
to work on the bridge 
over Bottom Creek. Th e 
bridge is located about 
0.1 mile west of the Roa-
noke County line near 
Route 669’s intersection 
with Route 637 (Bottom 
Creek Lane). Traffi  c can 
detour around the closure 
using Route 607 (Bottom 
Creek Road) and Route 
637 (Bottom Creek 
Lane). Electronic message 
boards will be in place to 
alert drivers to the up-
coming bridge closure.

ROUTE 114 TURN 
LANE CONSTRUC-
TION - Road improve-
ments on Route 114 
(Peppers Ferry Road) for 
the construction of a new 
entrance to Belview El-
ementary School are un-
derway.  Motorists should 
expect daily lane closures 
controlled by fl agging 
forces.  Work is expected 
to last until August 2022.

PAVING OPERA-
TIONS – Weather per-
mitting, crews will pave, 
patch and repair pave-
ment on various routes.  
Lane closures may be in 
place and fl aggers may 
control traffi  c at times 
during daylight hours.  
Drivers should watch for 
signs and expect possible 
delays

INTERSTATE 81
INTERSTATE 81 

LANE WIDENING 
C O N S T R U C T I O N 
PROJECT EXIT 137 TO 
EXIT 141 – A $179 mil-
lion design-build project 
to widen both directions 
of I-81 between mile 
markers 136.6 and 141.8 
from two to three lanes 
is underway. Continuing 
into the early summer, 
work will be performed 
on the inside and out-
side shoulders along a 
fi ve-mile section of both 
northbound and south-
bound Interstate 81 in 
Roanoke County and the 
city of Salem. Th e shoul-
ders will be built up be-
fore a barrier wall can be 
installed for road crews 
to work behind. Th e bar-
rier wall will be installed 
along the shoulders in 
the spring and summer. 
Two lanes of I-81 traf-
fi c in each direction will 
remain open during the 
project with periodic lane 
closures scheduled during 
nighttime hours or out-
side of peak travel times 
as needed.  Drivers can 
expect the following lane 
closures and upcoming 
impacts on northbound 
and southbound I-81:

ROUTE 635 (GOOD-
WIN AVENUE) CLO-
SURE – As part of the 
ongoing I-81 project 
from exit 137 to 141, 
Route 635 (Goodwin 
Avenue) is closed where 
it runs underneath I-81. 
It will be closed for ap-

proximately 30 days for 
reconstruction to accom-
modate the widening of 
the interstate. Drivers 
will need to seek alter-
nate routes as traffi  c will 
not be able to pass under-
neath the interstate dur-
ing this time. Estimated 
to reopen August 11.

BARRIER WALLS: 
Barrier wall installation 
is in process. Nighttime 
lane closures will be in 
place and lane widths will 
be reduced to 11 feet.

Nightly lane closures 
may be in place along the 
right lane with possible 
nightly ramp narrows as 
needed for guardrail and 
shoulder strengthening.

·       Northbound I-81 
lane closures from mile 
marker 138 to 142

·       Northbound I-81 
exit and entrance ramp 
narrows possible at Route 
311.

Th e project also in-
cludes replacing six bridg-
es, widening two bridges, 
installing approximately 
2.6 miles of sound bar-
rier walls along north-
bound I-81, improving 
the southbound exit 137 
off -ramp intersection 
at Wildwood Road and 
adding interchange light-
ing at exits 137, 140, and 
141 are also included 
in the project. Expected 
completion in early 2026. 

I-81 TROUTVILLE 
REST AREA CLOSURE 
- Th e Troutville Rest Area 
located on southbound 
Interstate 81 near mile 
marker 158 in Bote-
tourt County is currently 
closed until September 2, 
2022. Signage indicating 
the closure has been post-
ed in the rest area. Dur-
ing the closure, a tempo-
rary concrete barrier wall 
will be installed in front 
of the facility. Th e rest 
area facility, ramps and 
parking lot will be closed 
to the public. Th is project 
will extend the ramp into 
the rest area by 500 feet 
and the ramp out of the 
rest area by 2,100 feet. It 
will also include expand-
ing the truck parking area 
at the facility by about 
10-13 spaces. Work is ex-
pected to be completed in 
early fall 2022.

REST AREA OP-
TIONS: While the Trout-
ville Rest Area is closed, 
southbound I-81 drivers 
can use the Fairfi eld Rest 
Area at mile marker 195 
in Rockbridge County 
or the Radford Rest Area 
at mile marker 108 in 
Montgomery County. In 
addition, the Troutville 
Weigh Station, located on 
southbound I-81 at mile 
marker 149, will have 
portable toilets and park-
ing will be temporarily 
available for commercial 
vehicles.

INTERSTATE 81 
LANE WIDENING 
C O N S T R U C T I O N 

EXIT 141 TO EXIT 143 
– A project to widen the 
lanes on I-81 in Roanoke 
in both northbound and 
southbound directions 
between Exit 141 to Exit 
143 has been underway. 
All lanes now open and 
will remain open through 
winter with periodic 
lane closures at night as 
needed. Th e fi nal surface 
paving and markings for 
northbound is under-
way this summer during 
nighttime hours, 8 p.m. 
to 6 a.m. Drivers can ex-
pect rough pavement. Es-
timated completion date 
of the project is summer 
2022.

I-81 BRIDGE DECK 
REPAIRS – Weather per-
mitting, crews will repair 
bridge decks on Interstate 
81. Between mile mark-
ers 138 to 152, right 
and left lane closures will 
be in place northbound 
and southbound during 
nighttime hours, 9 p.m. 
to 6 a.m. the following 
morning. Drivers should 
watch for signs and ex-
pect possible delays.

I-81 POTHOLE 
PATCHING OPERA-
TIONS – Weather per-
mitting, crews will patch 
potholes along south-
bound and northbound 
Interstate 81. Mobile 
right and left lane closures 
will be in place and mov-
ing along northbound 
and southbound lanes 
during nighttime hours, 
9 p.m. to 6 a.m. the fol-
lowing morning. Drivers 
should watch for moving 
vehicles and equipment. 
Expect possible delays.

INTERSTATE 581
ROUTE 581 BRIDGE 

WORK OVER WIL-
LIAMSON ROAD –On 
Route 11 (Williamson 
Road) drivers can expect 
intermittent and alter-
nating lane closures be-
tween the intersections 
with Rutherford Avenue 
and Wells Avenue. In-
termittent daytime and 
nighttime lane closures 
between the intersections 
above might be required, 
and will be in place uti-
lizing fl agging operations. 
Any impacts to I-581 will 
be minimal. Th e project 

is expected to be com-
plete in the fall of 2022.

·       LANE CLO-
SURES:

o   A left lane closure 
will be in place on north-
bound and southbound 
I-581 from mile marker 
0-1, Monday at 7 a.m. 
through Wednesday at 7 
p.m.

o   A right lane closure 
will be in place on north-
bound and southbound 
I-581 from mile marker 
0-1, Th ursday at 7 a.m. 
through Saturday at 7 
p.m.

o   A left and center 
lane closure will be in 
place on northbound and 
southbound I-581 from 
mile marker 0-1, Satur-
day at 5 p.m. through 
Sunday at 2 p.m.   

·       A right lane closure 
may be in place on Route 
11 northbound between 
the intersections of Ruth-
erford Avenue and Wells 
Avenue periodically.

·       Nighttime left 
lane closures for both 
the northbound and 
southbound directions 
of Route 11 are possible 
between the intersections 
referenced above.

(UPDATED 7-1-22) 
* I-581 BRIDGE RE-
PAIRS – Weather per-
mitting, crews will repair 
bridge decks on Inter-
state 581. Right, center 
and left lane closures will 
be in place northbound 
and southbound during 
nighttime hours, 10 p.m. 
to 6 a.m. the following 
morning. Drivers should 
watch for signs and ex-
pect possible delays. 
Scheduled traffi  c impacts 
include:

·       Left or right lane 
closures may be in place 
on I-581 northbound 
from Orange Avenue to 
Valley View Boulevard 
from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.  

·       Left or right lane 
closures may be in place 
on I-581 from Valley 
View Boulevard to Or-
ange Avenue from 6 a.m. 
to 6 p.m.  

·       Flagging opera-
tions may be in place on 
Liberty Road NW from 
Lukens Street NE to 

Hunt Avenue NW from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

INTERSTATE 77 
(CARROLL COUNTY)

I-77 PAVING OP-
ERATIONS – Weather 
permitting, crews will be 
performing paving op-
erations along Interstate 
77 between mile marker 
24 and 0.  Right and left 
lane closures may be in 
place along northbound 
and southbound lanes 
during nighttime hours, 
7 p.m. to 6 a.m. Drivers 
should watch for moving 
vehicles and equipment. 
Expect possible delays.

I-77 BRIDGE DECK 
REPAIRS – Weather per-
mitting, crews will repair 
bridge decks on Interstate 
77.  Right and left lane 
closures may be in place 
northbound or south-
bound during nighttime 
hours, 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. 
the following morning. 
Drivers should watch for 
signs and expect possible 
delays.

I-77 LANE & RAMP 
CLOSURES FOR 
MAINTENANCE OP-
ERATIONS IN CAR-
ROLL COUNTY– 
Weather permitting, 
crews will be milling, 
paving and performing 
maintenance along Inter-
state 77. Right and left 
lane closures will be in 
place along northbound 
and southbound lanes 
during nighttime hours. 
Drivers should expect 
possible delays.

I-77 MOWING, 
BRUSH REMOVAL & 
SHOULDER WORK 
– Weather permitting, 
crews will remove and 
clear brush and work 
on shoulders and slopes 
along I-77 northbound 
and southbound from 
mile marker 17 to 14 
during nighttime hours, 
7 p.m. to 7 a.m. the fol-
lowing morning. A left 
lane closure will be in 
place. 

ROANOKE CITY
13th STREET SE IM-

PROVEMENTS WITH 
DETOUR – A project to 
improve a portion of 13th 

See VDOT, page 6
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Go To www.KidsBowlFree.com/NRV

575 Arbor Drive, Christiansburg

ATTENTION: 
ALL PARENTS AND 
GRANDPARENTS

Kids Bowl 2 games a Day Free this Summer

1. Go to the Website above to register each child
2. Receive the FREE Bowling Passes each week by email

3. Come and Enjoy Bowling This Summer in 
Air Conditioned Comfort

Registered children receive Certificates 
to Bowl 2 Games a Day this Summer

PETS OF THE WEEK

Rosie would love to find her furever home. She is an older gal who prefers hanging 
out on a comfy couch, though she does well walking on a leash and would benefit 
from some exercise. Rosie’s adoption is sponsored by Montgomery County Friends 
of Animal Care and Control.

Meet Huckleberry. She became a resident at the Animal Care and Adoption Center 
after she was found roaming on a local trail. She is as sweet as her name might 
indicate. Huckleberry loves attention and affection from her favorite people and 
prefers a home where she is the only pet.

Virginia peach inventory down, sweet crop still expected
Peach season is here, and 

Virginia growers are report-
ing another delicious crop 
is available this summer 
despite an unpredictable 
spring.

A series of freezes hit 
several Virginia localities in 
mid- to late-April, causing 
damage to fruit crops that 
were in vulnerable growth 
stages.

Robert Saunders, gen-
eral manager of Saunders 
Brothers Inc. in Nelson 
County, said he had “a lot 
of damage and lost fruit,” 
resulting in a smaller peach 
crop this year.

However, despite losing 
some peaches early, Saun-
ders noted the rest of the 
growing season has been 
relatively straightforward.

“Everything’s been go-
ing OK for us so far, knock 
on wood, but we’re kind 
of early in the season, and 
we’re just starting to hit our 
peak,” he said. “Moisture 
has been OK for the year, 

and it’s been feast or fam-
ine, but the fruit has been 
moving very well for us.”

Saunders said he can ir-
rigate his peaches if rainfall 
isn’t forthcoming, as much 
of Virginia is mired in 
moderate drought condi-
tions according to National 
Agricultural Statistics Ser-
vice’s most recent crop re-
port.

Avoiding an extended 
period of drought would 
help reduce heat stress, said 
Saunders, who added that 
his main concern now is 
seeing damage from hail 
and strong winds.

While excessive summer 
heat has plagued Virginia 
farmers and residents alike 
throughout summer, it 
does come with an upside 
pertaining to peaches.

“Th e fl avor is really, re-
ally good this year,” Saun-
ders said about the 59 
varieties grown at his op-
eration. “Th at’s one of the 
things about the heat when 

you’re not (getting rain). 
Th e peach fl avor is really 
enhanced.”

Patrick County grower 
Harry Harold also said he 
had gone a while without 
rain but, like Saunders, his 
peaches were tasting “very 
good and sweet.” Harold 
said he was growing Con-
tender, Loring and Redskin 
varieties, as well as others.

Ben Snapp, who oper-
ates West Oak Farm Mar-
ket in Winchester, also said 
his farm lost early peach 
varieties to freezes, but 
later varieties are thriving. 
Th e market now is off er-
ing John Boy peaches, 
with more varieties coming 
through early October.

“Th e season has been 
great. It’s been a great 
growing year,” Snapp said. 
“We’ve been fortunate 
enough to have a lot of 
rain. Th e fruit has a very 
nice size to it and has done 
really well, and it has a 
great fl avor.”

A series of freezes in April caused damage to the commonwealth’s fruit crop, but 
growers are nevertheless reporting another delicious crop will be available this 
summer.

Street SE in Roanoke is 
underway. Located in a 
residential neighborhood 
just east of downtown 
Roanoke, this project will 
improve traffi  c fl ow and 
connectivity along 13th 
Street SE from Tazewell 
Avenue to Norfolk Av-
enue. Th e project entails 
reconstructing about 0.2-
mile of 13th Street as an 
improved, two-lane road-
way with 10.5-foot-wide 
travel lane and a raised 
median. A new roadway 
will extend 13th Street 
to Norfolk Avenue and 
the intersection at 13th 
Street and Wise Avenue 
will be reconfi gured to in-
clude a roundabout. Bike 
lanes, sidewalks, cross-
walks and curb and gutter 
will also be added. South-
bound 13th Street traffi  c 
has a detour in place us-
ing Norfolk Avenue onto 
12th Street to Tazewell 
Avenue. Th is detour will 

be in place throughout 
the duration of this proj-
ect. Signs will be posted 
to designate the detour 
route. Northbound 13th 
Street will remain open 
to traffi  c. Flaggers may 
be possible and the speed 
limit through the work 
zone is 25 mph. Th e proj-
ect is expected to be com-
pleted in summer 2023.

SURFACE TREAT-
MENT OPERATIONS 
– Weather permitting, 
crews will begin surface 
treatment operations 
on various routes.  Lane 
closures may be in place 
and fl aggers may control 
traffi  c at times during 
daylight hours.  Drivers 
should watch for signs 
and expect possible de-
lays. Th e road surface 
may be rough for several 
weeks after surface treat-
ment is applied. Once it 
packs down, the road sur-
face will be brushed and 

return to a more smooth 
surface.

ROANOKE COUN-
TY

ROUTE 311 AND 
ROUTE 419 ROUND-
ABOUT AT HANGING 
ROCK - A road project 
to replace the signalized 
intersection of Route 311 
and Route 419 in Roa-
noke County at Hanging 
Rock with a roundabout 
is underway Th e new 
roundabout opened to 
traffi  c on July 15. During 
the remaining construc-
tion, lane closures may be 
in place. Drivers should 
expect the following:

Th e new roundabout is 
now open to traffi  c. Driv-
ers should still expect 
nighttime lane closures 
with fl aggers between 9 
p.m. and 6 a.m., Sunday 
through Th ursday around 
the roundabout for fi nal 
paving, pavement mark-
ing and sign installation.

ROUTE 419 TURN 
LANE EXTENSION 
AT COLONIAL AV-
ENUE - Nighttime road 
work to lengthen the left 
turn lane from Route 419 
onto Colonial Avenue in 
Roanoke County is un-
derway. Drivers should 
expect nighttime lane 
closures, Sunday night 
through Friday morning 
between 7 p.m. and 6 
a.m., in both directions 
of Route 419 at Colo-
nial Avenue. In addition, 
there may be daytime 
lane closures on Route 
419 for paving outside of 

peak travel times. Work is 
expected to be completed 
in mid- or late August. 

ROUTE 635 
(GOODWIN AVE-
NUE) CLOSURE – As 
part of the ongoing I-81 
project from exit 137 to 
141, Route 635 (Good-
win Avenue) is closed 
where it runs underneath 
I-81. It will be closed for 
approximately 30 days 
for reconstruction to ac-
commodate the widening 
of the interstate. Drivers 
will need to seek alter-
nate routes as traffi  c will 
not be able to pass under-
neath the interstate dur-
ing this time. Th e road is 
scheduled to re-open ap-
proximately August 11.

ROUTE 628 CUL-
VERT REPLACEMENT 
– Route 628 (Greenridge 
Road) is undergoing a 
culvert replacement lo-
cated .25 miles east of 
the road’s entrance from 
Route 780 (Cove Road). 
Lane closures on Route 
628 with temporary traf-
fi c signals will be in place 
through August 2022. 
Expected completion is 
October 2022.  

ROUTE 760 (DI-
UGUIDS LANE) 
BRIDGE REPLACE-
MENT & DETOUR – 
A project to replace the 
Route 760 (Diuguids 
Lane) bridge over the Ro-
anoke River is underway 
with preliminary work. 
Th e bridge is located 
at the Salem city limits 
near Route 760’s inter-
section with Route 639 

(West Riverside Drive). 
Typical work hours are 
expected to be Monday 
through Saturday dur-
ing daytime hours with 
occasional work on Sun-
day. Flagging operations 
may be in place periodi-
cally and occasional night 
work is possible. Drivers 
can expect short-term 
lane closures with fl ag-
gers controlling traffi  c 
on West Riverside Drive 
periodically. Access to 
Green Hill Park, private 
entrances and businesses 
will be maintained at all 
times. Completion is ex-
pected in the winter of 
2022.

Flagging operations in 
place, Monday through 
Friday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
on southbound Diuguids 
lane as well as the inter-
section of Harborwood 
Road/W Riverside Drive. 
A right lane closure 
northbound may also 
be in place, Monday 
through Friday. 

BLUE RIDGE 
PARKWAY CLOSURE 
– The Blue Ridge Park-
way is repairing slope 
failures. Detour signs 
to detour traffic around 
the Bent Mountain sec-
tion of the Parkway will 
be in place. Traffic will 
be rerouted to Route 
220 south to Route 
419 north to Route 221 
south. Traffic traveling 
north on the Parkway 
would be reversed. The 
detour is expected to be 
in place through Sum-
mer 2022.

PAVING OPERA-
TIONS – Weather per-
mitting, crews will pave, 
patch and repair pave-
ment on various routes.  
Lane closures may be in 
place and flaggers may 
control traffic at times 
during daylight hours.  
Drivers should watch 
for signs and expect 
possible delays.

·       Crack seal opera-
tions will be performed 
on Route 419 South 
near Route 1699 and 
Salem City Limits. 

·       Milling and pav-
ing operations, 7 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. with single 
lane flagging, in Roa-
noke County include:

o   Route 605 
(Shadwell Drive / Old 
Mountain Road) from 
Roanoke City Limit to 
Route 627.  

o   Route 601 Hollins 
Road from Route 115 
to Route 627

SURFACE TREAT-
MENT OPERATIONS 
– Weather permitting, 
crews will begin surface 
treatment operations on 
various routes.  Lane 
closures may be in place 
and flaggers may control 
traffic at times during 
daylight hours.  Drivers 
should watch for signs 
and expect possible de-
lays. The road surface 
may be rough for sev-
eral weeks after surface 
treatment is applied. 
Once it packs down, 
the road surface will be 
brushed and return to a 
more smooth surface.

VDOT from page 5
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STATEWIDE  ADS STATEWIDE  ADS

AUCTIONS 

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Ad-
vertise your upcoming auctions 
statewide and in other states. 
Affordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your target 
audiences. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  HY-
PERLINK “mailto:landonc@
vpa.net” landonc@vpa.net

COIN SHOWS/EVENTS

Charlottesville Coin, Currency 
& Stamp Show. Free Admis-
sion! Elks Lodge #389. 389 
Elk Drive Charlottesville, VA. 
Saturday, August 13th. 9am-
5pm. Contact Jackie Dean 
(540) 832-0024, Debomb14@
aol.com.

FARM EQUIPMENT

Landowners – Leasing Your 
Land To Hunters? Double 
your income with Base Camp 
Leasing’s hunters & reduce 
risk with FREE liability insur-
ance. Call for a quote today 
888-871-1982|basecampleas-
ing.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

American Standard Walk-In 
Tubs. Buy from a brand you 
trust. Patented Quick-Drain® 
technology. 44 hydrotherapy 
jets. Lifetime warranty on 
tub and installation! FREE 
in-home consultation at your 
convenience. Limited time of-
fer - $1,500 in savings includes 
a FREE right-height toilet. Call 
1-855-864-5500

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Sen-
ior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-877-614-6667

GENERAC Standby Genera-
tors provide backup power dur-
ing utility power outages, so 
your home and family stay safe 
and comfortable. Prepare now. 
Free 7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 1-877-
636-0738

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your re-
liance on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power your 
home. Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. Call 
1-833-688-1378

Replace your roof with the best 
looking and longest lasting ma-
terial – steel from Erie Metal 
Roofs! Three styles and mul-
tiple colors available. Guaran-
teed to last a lifetime! Limited 
Time Offer - $500 Discount + 
Additional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 1st 
responders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-844-902-4611

The bathroom of your dreams 
for as little as $149/month! BCI 
Bath & Shower. Many options 
available. Quality materials & 
professional installation. Senior 
& Military Discounts Available. 
Limited Time Offer - FREE vir-
tual in-home consultation now 
and SAVE 15%! Call Today! 
1-844-945-1631

Safe Step. North America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off 
for a limited time! Call today! 
Financing available. Call Safe 
Step 1-877-591-9950

RECRUITMENT

HIRING? Promote job listings 
regionally or statewide! Afford-
able Print and Digital Advertis-
ing Solutions reaching potential 
candidates. Call this paper or 
Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  HY-

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,50000

Walk-In Tubs

Backed by American Standard’s 
150 years of experience
Ultra low ease of entry and exit 
Patented Quick Drain® Technology
Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND
installation, INCLUDING labor backed 
by American Standard
44 Hydrotherapy Jets for an 
invigorating massage

Limited Time Off er–Call Today!

855-864-5500M
ADE IN THE U.S.A

.

W
IT

H
 U.S. & IMPORTED

 P

A
R

T
S

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. 
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer 
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. Offer expires December 31, 2022. If you 
call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages 

by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. 
Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. VA License Number: 2705029944

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE
1-844-902-4611

Made in 
the USA

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 12.31.22

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

. . Never been manufacturedNever been manufactured

. . NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERYNO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY 

.   .   Comes with complete building  Comes with complete building  
blueprints and Construction Manualblueprints and Construction Manual

NEW HOMES:

www.americanloghomesandcabins.com

Serious Inquiries only Call: 704 368-4528

Before Calling View House Plans at

JUST RELEASED: AMERICAN  
LOG HOMES is assisting estate & 
account settlement on houses

LOG HOME KITS  
selling for BALANCE OWED with FREE DELIVERY

LOG HOMESLOG HOMES
PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!

* Windows, Doors and Roofing not included

Model #101, Carolina, $40,840       BALANCE OWED $17,000
Model #203, Georgia, $49,500        BALANCE OWED $19,950BALANCE OWED $19,950
Model #305, Biloxi, $36,825            BALANCE OWED $14,500
Model #403, Augusta, $42,450        BALANCE OWED $16,500 

Let’s keep Virginia safe. If you see signs 
of human trafficking abuse, just call #77, 
and you can be a human-traffic hero!

Human Trafficking?

NOT ON MY ROUTE

Yard Sales - 
Botetourt County

Yard Sale Aug. 6 
8 a.m.  1 p.m.  

Wanted to Buy

I buy all boats, 
RVs, and vehicles 

5409158757 
 CASH 

Home 
Improvements

Double C 
Contracting & 

Excavation 

Need a handyman?

Licensed and insured 
contractor. 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Help Wanted - 
Health Care

HOUSEKEEPING 
WORKERS $1,000 

Sign on Bonus 
FLOOR CARE 
TECHNICIAN 

$1,500.00 Sign on 
Bonus 

 

CEMETERY MAINTENANCE POSTIONS
DUE TO PROMOTIONS, 

2 POSTIONS AVAILABLE
   
   

   

CALL PAUL SURRETT FOR CONFIDENTAL INTERVIEW 
540-674-5231 Office, Cell 540-818-0837

Help Wanted

Quality Inn Radford 

  Help Wanted 

KENNEL 
ASSISTANT  

Part Time  
Newspaper  

Production Help  

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Order of 
Publication 

Case No. 22-7 

James Daniel Hull 
Amy Diane Hammond, 
Stephen Holloway 
Hammond v. James 
Brandon Hull 

Legals - City of 
Radford

Public Notice  
Environmental 

Permit 

 

Legals - Craig 
County

ABSOLUTE 
PUBLIC AUCTION 
MEADOW CREEK 

MINI STORAGE 

 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

Auction at Tuckit 
In Storage 

ABC NOTICE 
 

Legals - City of 
Radford

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Legals - City of 
Salem

ABC NOTICE 

PUBLIC HEARING 
  

Tuesday, August 9, 2022

Legals - City of 
Salem

STATEWIDE  ADS

PERLINK “mailto:landonc@
vpa.net” landonc@vpa.net

SERVICES

D I V O R C E - U n c o n t e s t e d , 
$395+$86 court cost. 
WILLS-$225.00. No court 
appearance. Estimated com-
pletion time twenty-one days. 
Hilton Oliver, Attorney (Fa-
cebook). 757-490-0126. Se 
Habla Espanol. BBB Member.  
HYPERLINK “https://hiltono-
liverattorneyva.com” https://
hiltonoliverattorneyva.com. 

Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-

ANTEED Life Insurance! No 
medical exam or health ques-
tions. Cash to help pay funeral 
and other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance 
Company- 844-509-1697 or 
visit  HYPERLINK “http://
www.Life55plus.info/vapress” 
www.Life55plus.info/vapress

Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tor May Be Covered by Medi-
care! Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 888-608-
4974
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Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

A GREAT DEAL IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS!

To place your ad, call 389-9355

BAG 

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES  DIRECTORY

To place your ad here, call 540-389-9355 

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

ROANOKE’S #2 NEWS 
TALK AND SPORTS 

RADIO STATION
(nielson fall2021book)
www.foxradioroanoke.com    

(540) 343-7109

CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com 

SHERRYE
FLESHMAN

REALTOR®
Each office is independently
owned and operated

   
   H

OUSE NEED A BATH?
SIDEWALKS

DRIVEWAYS

GUTTERS

HOUSES

DECKS

PORCHES

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708     USMC RETIRED    drillinstr@gmail.com

ADVERTISE!
Place your ad here, 
call 540-389-9355 

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

Top money paid
FREE estimates

Contact us at
540-988-2420

jemcoincollections
@gmail.com

WE BUY
COIN

COLLECTIONS ADVERTISE!
Place your ad here, 
call 540-389-9355 

HELPFUL SOLUTIONS HOME CARE SERVICES
“Your Family is Our Family”

                                  

Our philosophy is Honesty and Integrity is our best policy. 

ADVERTISE!
Place your ad here, 
call 540-389-9355 

Forever 
Young

Forever Young
7770 Peppers Ferry 

Boulevard
Call today at 

540-639-1986 or 
540-831-8111

RESEARCH 
YOUR OPTIONS

* Private Care
* Private Pay
* All Levels of Care  
 including Hospice
* Personal References
 Available Upon 
 Request

IMMEDIATE 
VACANCY – 
ACT NOW!!

Providing 
Compassionate Care

In a Home Environment
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Th is past spring, Dale 
Nelson led the Christians-

burg High School baseball 
team to one of its best regu-
lar seasons in the history of 
the school. Th e Blue De-
mons fi nished unbeaten 

in the tough River Ridge 
District, and had only two 
regular season losses to 
teams outside the state of 
Virginia during a tourna-

Montgomery Sports

PHOTO COURTESY OF AUBURN HIGH SCHOOL
Auburn High School will jump start its football program with a new look on the 
gridiron. The school will don blue helmets with the school’s A. 

PHOTO BY KYMN DAVIDSON-HAMLEY
This past season, Dale Nelson (left) led the Christiansburg High School baseball 
team to a River Ridge District title and an undefeated season despite battling 
cancer.

High school two-a-days start-
ed Monday with several ques-
tions about area schools who 
have new coaches. Also, the 
Virginia High School League’s 
(VHSL) Alignment Committee 
has issued recommendations for 
changes in classifi cation for sev-
eral of area schools.

Th e changes were based on 
new enrollment numbers re-
ported this past year and would 
take eff ect in  the 2023-24 

school year.
Th e biggest change could be 

the dropping of Pulaski County 
from Class 4 where it has be-
come a stable force to Class 
3 with Christiansburg. Th e 
change means Pulaski, Cave 
Spring, Christiansburg, and 
Hidden Valley will give the Riv-
er Ridge District four Class 3 
teams while Salem and Blacks-
burg will remain Class 4. Pat-
rick Henry will move up from 
Class 5 to Class 6.

Christiansburg’s Region D 
will now include 13 teams. 

Th e Th ree Rivers District, 
which includes Radford, will 
now have fi ve Class 2 teams as 
Patrick County joins as a mem-
ber and is bumped from Class 
1. 

Also, George Wythe and 
Grayson County will move up 
from Class 1 to 2. 

Th e realignment committee 
also recommended that Liberty 
Christian Academy and Liberty 
(Bedford) High School move to 
Class 2 from Class 3. 

Each school will be given an 
August 8 deadline to submit an 

appeal on the decisions.
Meanwhile on the fi eld, Da-

vid Seabaugh has regrouped at 
Auburn after the school’s last 
season was squelched after just 
four games. COVID did not 
play a role in that shutdown. 
Instead, it was the large number 
of injuries and the lack of depth 
that killed the season. 

Th is year, Auburn looks to 
start the season with more than 
22 players.

In Blacksburg, a new coach, 
Zach Leonard, will try to re-
build a program that had its 

share of success over the past 
10 years but left it in the locker 
room in the past two seasons. 

Leonard had coached for the 
past four years at Christians-
burg High School after stops in 
Rural Retreat, Glenvar, and Pat-
rick Henry. He brings an abun-
dance of football knowledge 
and experience to the program. 
He replaces Eddie Sloss who 
resigned last year after complet-
ing Blacksburg’s second winless 
season. Sloss will now fi ll an 
assistant coach’s role at Chris-
tiansburg.

CHS baseball skipper is coach of the year
ment in Tennessee. 

But in his battle off  the 
diamond, Nelson might 
have met his biggest chal-
lenge. Last summer, he 
discovered a lump in the 
upper part of his mouth. 
At fi rst, like many individ-
uals, he ignored it. Finally, 
he asked a doctor what the 
problem could be. 

Nelson was told he had 
Adenoid Cystic Carcino-
ma, a relatively rare form 
of cancer that most com-
monly develops in the sali-
vary glands or other regions 
of the head and neck. It can 
also occur in other parts of 
the body, such as the breast, 
skin, cervix in females, and 
the prostate gland in males.

Nelson’s doctor took 
drastic action, surgically re-
moving the lump and part 
of his right lymph node. 
Part of his scalpella was 
removed and placed in the 
area where the lump was 
taken out. 

After that, he had to un-
dergo 38 grueling radiation 
treatments.

Most of the surgery and 
treatment was done at the 
University of Virginia Hos-
pital in Charlottesville. He 
took time away from his 

teaching job at CHS, stay-
ing with family in Rich-
mond so he could travel to 
and from UVA every day. 

He credits the support of 
his wife, Stephanie, and the 
entire CHS baseball fam-
ily for getting him through 
this ordeal. 

Th is came just a few 
years after Nelson had a 
non-cancerous tumor re-
moved from his spinal 
cord. 

“It’s been tough for the 
Nelson family, but a lot 
of people have gotten me 
through it,” he said last 
week. 

All of this came on the 
heels of his six-year-old son 
being diagnosed with mus-
cular dystrophy.

But this is where base-
ball has become a distrac-
tion of sorts.

He still wonders how 
his cancer developed. “Th e 
fi rst question (from the 
doctor) was do you smoke, 
do you dip. I said no,” the 
coach said. Neither has 
anyone else in his family 
suff ered from this rare form 
of cancer. 

Th is past week, a new 
MRI showed no sign of 
the cancer for the 42-year-

old coach. “I feel lucky . . . 
lucky from dealing with the 
Adenoid cystic carcinoma 
and lucky to have coached 
an unbelievable team this 
past season,” he said.

Nelson just fi nished 
his seventh season at the 
school, and he gave all the 
praise to the kids. 

“I haven’t thrown the 
fi rst pitch or had the fi rst 
hit. It was all them,” he 
said.

Over the span of the last 
four years, Christiansburg 
has put together a 104-32 
mark with a 5-0 regular 
season two years ago during 
the battle with COVID. 

“We had a really out-
standing team, and I am 
proud of them,” Nelson 
said.

Th e coach also credited 
his assistant coaches for 
keeping the program to-
gether as he had his off -the-
fi eld battle.

For his leadership on the 
fi eld and his brave battle 
off  the fi eld, Nelson is the 
News Messenger/News 
Journal coach of the year.

He plans to continue 
to coach and teach physi-
cal education at the high 
school. 

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Football practice opens around Southwest Virginia

PHOTO COURTESY OF RADFORD HIGH SCHOOL
Radford High School will go back to the longtime black helmet look after switching 
to white helmets this past year. 

Virginia Tech Football is of-
fi cially back as the team kicked 
off  fall practices Tuesday, Aug. 2, 
signaling the start of new head 
coach Brent Pry’s fi rst season in 
Blacksburg.

Tickets are on sale now in a 
wide variety of options, ranging 
from season tickets to all six of 
Tech’s home games to individual 
game tickets and customizable 
3- or 4-game mini plans.

Fans also have a wide variety 
of options to keep up with all 
the latest Hokie news and ac-
tion.

HOKIEPOD PODCAST 
NETWORK

Bill Roth and Mike Burn-
op will team up to host the new 

“Level Seven” series. Perfect for 
those fans looking for a deep dive 
into the latest from the gridiron, 
this podcast will release new epi-
sodes every Tuesday during the 
fall. Th e fi rst episode debuted 
earlier this summer featuring a 
conversation between Roth and 
Coach Pry.

Additionally, Mackey will 
host a weekly podcast featuring 
interviews with Hokies foot-
ball’s coordinators and assistants 
during the fall. New episodes 
will be released on Th ursdays.

SOCIAL MEDIA
To stay up-to-date on the lat-

est from fall camp, fans can also 
follow the Hokies’ social media 
platforms. Fans can fi nd photos, 

videos, and behind-the-scenes 
content from practice on the 
team’s Twitter handle (@Hok-
iesFB), Instagram account (@
hokiesfb) and TikTok page (@
hokiesfootball). Fans can also 
see the latest news on the team’s 
Facebook page (@VirginiaT-
echFB).

EMAIL NEWSLETTER
Fans can stay connected 

with the Hokies by subscribing 
to Key Plays, the offi  cial email 
newsletter of Virginia Tech 
Football. Sent every Wednesday 
during the season, this newslet-
ter packages the best content 
and important updates into an 
easy-to-read breakdown that is 
delivered right to fans’ inbox.

HOKIESPORTS MOBILE APP
For all the latest news, high-

lights and more, fans can down-
load the offi  cial HokieSports Mo-
bile App from the Google Play 
store or Apple App Store. Practice 
reports, interviews, photo galler-
ies and videos from fall camp can 
be seen on the HokieSports Mo-
bile App, and fans can sign up for 
push notifi cations to guarantee 
they never miss an update.

TEXT MESSAGING
Fans can have Virginia Tech 

Football content sent right to 
their mobile device. Text HOK-
IESFB to 83200 to receive text 
messages featuring the best con-
tent from fall camp.

FOOTBALL FAN DAY
Fans can meet this year’s squad 

during the Hokies’ annual Foot-
ball Fan Day, set for Sunday af-
ternoon, Aug. 14. Presented by 

Virginia529, Football Fan Day 
off ers Tech fans an opportunity 
to interact with new Coach Pry 
and the rest of the team inside 
the Beamer-Lawson practice fa-
cility. Th e event is free and open 
to the public.

Current Hokie Kids’ Club 
members will receive exclusive 
early access to Fan Day at 1 p.m. 
ET before the general public en-
ters 15 minutes later. Th e Fan 
Day festivities will conclude at 
2:15 p.m. ET. Visit HokieSports.
com/FBFanDay for complete de-
tails.

Hokie Kids’ Club member-
ships are still available for the up-
coming season. Th ose who secure 
Maroon memberships by Friday, 
Aug. 19 can take advantage of an 
exclusive ticket off er for Tech’s 
home games against Boston Col-
lege and Woff ord this fall.

Hokies open football camp
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Hearing Aid Sales & Service, Inc.
ANDERSON AUDIOLOGY

Hear Better Live Better
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS

Blue Demon Mason Self named 
high school baseball player of year

PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
Christiansburg’s Mason Self has won the Roanoke-Salem Baseball Hall of Fame 
Bellamy Award as the high school baseball player of the year. The award was 
presented by Hall of Fame Vice President Gary Walthall.

Auburn baseball coach 
honored by Hall of Fame

PHOTO BY BRIAN HOFFMAN
Auburn High School baseball coach Eric Altizer (left) receives his Hall of Fame 
plaque from Hall President John Montgomery.

Five area baseball players and con-
tributors were inducted Saturday into the 
Salem-Roanoke Baseball Hall of Fame at 
the 30th induction ceremony at the Sa-
lem Civic Center.

Inducted into the hall as the baseball 
Class of ’22 were Eric Altizer, Ryan Gille-
land, Tyler Lumsden, Keith Mayhew and 
Doug Pence. “Butch” Craft received the 
Wayne LaPierre, Sr., award for contribu-
tions to the game.

Altizer is a former player and is the 
current coach at Auburn High School. 
Th e Eagles have won three state champi-
onships under Altizer.

A 1995 graduate of Jeff erson Forest 
High School, Gilleland played four years 
as a second baseman at the University of 
Virginia, batting .337 in 1997. He’s the 
present coach at Jeff erson Forest High 
and has also been a coach with the West 
team in the Commonwealth Games.

Lumsden is a 2000 graduate of Cave 
Spring High School who went on to 
pitch at Clemson University for three 
years. He was a fi rst-round pick of the 
Chicago White Sox in 2004 and pitched 
seven seasons in professional baseball, in-
cluding three years at the AAA level.

Mayhew is one of just fi ve Ferrum Col-
lege players to have his jersey retired. He 
was a three-time All-American pitcher, 
including a fi rst-team selection in 1995. 

When he graduated, he held the NCAA 
Division III records with 350 career 
strikeouts and 149 in a season. He was 
drafted by the Atlanta Braves in 1995. 
Mayhew died in 2015.

Pence is a long-time coach and volun-
teer with the William Byrd High School 
program who also coached American Le-
gion baseball. He was a tireless worker, 
maintaining Byrd’s Terrier Field and was 
a key person in getting the fi eldhouse 
built on the grounds.

Th e long-time owner of Th e Roanoker 
Restaurant in Roanoke, Craft has been 
a big supporter of the game, sponsoring 
youth teams for many years. She has been 
a sponsor for the Hall of Fame since the 
early 1990s.

Th e Salem-Roanoke Baseball Hall of 
Fame was founded in 1991 and honors 
players and contributors from the coun-
ties of Alleghany, Roanoke, Bedford, 
Botetourt, Craig, Floyd, Franklin, and 
Montgomery and the independent cities 
located within the boundaries of those 
counties. Th e Hall of Fame building is 
located on the grounds of the James E. 
Taliaferro Complex, next to the Salem 
Red Sox administrative offi  ce behind the 
third base seating area of Salem Memorial 
Ballpark. It is open to the public on Fri-
day and Saturday nights during the 2022 
season and upon request.

Motor Mile racing heats up
PHOTO COURTESY OF MOTOR MILE SPEEDWAY

Karl Budveskiel won both Sportsman races Saturday night at Motor Mile Speedway.

rear of the fi eld after the 
inversion, but he showed 
his experience and his 
speed and moved right up 
to second place behind 
Kyle Dudley. 

Many laps of side-
by-side racing between 
Dudley and Looney had 
the fans on their feet. 
Th en while fi ghting for 
the lead, Looney had a 
front tire going down. 
So he spun the car, per-
haps intentionally, to get 
a caution and change the 
tire without losing a lap. 
He then began charging 
back to the front again, 
but in the end he had 
to settle for fourth place 
with Dudley getting the 
win. Cory Dunn fi nished 
a strong second.

Th e biggest cheers 
came for the third-place 
fi nisher, hometown fa-
vorite and racing legend 
Derek Lancaster. He re-
turned to his hometown 
track to race for the fi rst 
time since his fi ery crash 
at Talladega in April of 
2021 while driving in the 
ARCA NASCAR series. 

With emotions high, 
Lancaster didn’t say much 
in the post-race interview 
except for how thankful 
he was. Th e crowd shared 
his emotion. 

Emotions were also 
high in the Sportsman 
Division. Karl Budzevski 
won both races and said 

after the races that he 
was not alone in the car. 
He lost two loved ones 
recently including his fa-
ther the previous week-
end. He said he knew 
Dad was happy to see him 
win both races in this very 
competitive racing divi-
sion. Charles Smith fi n-
ished second in the fi rst 
race, and Jacob Porter fi n-
ished second in race two. 
Richard Caldwell fi nished 
third in both races.

Jonathan Hall won the 
Mod-4 race with Trevor 
Hart winning the $2,000 
to win the Enduro “bub-
ble race,” although the 
bubble machine did not 
fi nish the race. It seemed 
to tucker out after about 
10 laps of the 100-lap 
race. 

Saturday, Aug. 6, A-1 
Heating and Cooling will 
present the Six Pack Se-
ries race #3 and #4. Mike 
Looney has a chance to 
win a bonus $10,000 for 
winning all 6 races in the 
series. He won the fi rst 
two back in the spring, 
but there is a bounty on 
Looney. 

If a new driver wins 
a late model race in the 
series, he gets a bonus of 
$1k for winning. If Loo-
ney wins both races this 
weekend, then the boun-
ty will increase the fol-
lowing week for the fi nal 
two races in the series.

Motor Mile Speedway 
Saturday night hosted 
the Southern Ground 
Pounders Classic Sports-
man and Modifi ed series 
for the second time this 
year. Cars from as far back 
as 1938 raced around the 
track at speeds compa-
rable to many of the race 
cars of today. 

Several divisions from 
the track’s weekly rac-
ing series, including Late 
Model Stock Cars, Sports-
man, Mod-4’s and En-
duro’s, put on a show.

For the Late Models, 
the fi rst race seemed like a 
repeat of many races this 
year with Mike Looney 
winning and Kyle Dud-
ley fi nishing second. But 
the face in third place on 
the  podium was diff erent 
with Zeke Shell fi nishing 
in third with the number-
one car.

Th e second race went 
a little diff erently. Mike 
Looney had to start at the 

Blacksburg Rec Department 
softball champs

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
The team from Slusher’s Chapel won this year’s Blacksburg Parks and Recreation 
Department’s church league spring softball championship.

The Henry Heth squad won this year’s Blacksburg Parks and Recreation 
Department’s coed league spring softball championship.
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