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Town of Blacksburg 
launches aff ordable 
housing development fund

Facing a growing defi cit 
of housing of all types with 
a particular need for new 
homes for low-to moder-
ate-income households, 
the Town of Blacksburg 
recently established an Af-
fordable Housing Develop-
ment Fund using $4 million 
dollars from the American 
Rescue Plan.

Th e fund was established 
to incentivize housing devel-
opers and builders interested 
in helping the town increase 
the supply of aff ordable 
housing for low and moder-
ate-income households near 
jobs, services, schools, and 
public transit; promote di-
versity and vitality of neigh-
borhoods with a focus on 
housing for permanent resi-
dents; and preserve existing 
aff ordable housing through 
renovation, repair, and ret-
rofi tting.

Possible projects include 
the construction of new 
housing for sale or rent, the 
preservation of existing af-
fordable housing, the con-
version or adaptive reuse 
of existing non-residential 
structures for housing, or 
the purchase and rehabilita-
tion or conversion of mar-
ket-rate developments to 
aff ordable housing.

Th e defi cit requires the 
development of a substantial 
number of new homes and 
the rehabilitation and reten-
tion of existing homes that 
might otherwise become 
unaff ordable or uninhabit-
able.

Th e fund will fi nancially 
support, through either a 
grant or a no-interest loan, 
proposals that address the 
need for long-term aff ord-
able housing. Applicants 
must have a demonstrated 
track record in one or more 
of the following areas: resi-
dential real estate develop-
ment/construction (multi-
unit experience where 
applicable), aff ordable 
housing development, and/
or management. Applicants 
must be willing to provide 
long-term aff ordable hous-
ing to a mix of low- to mod-
erate-income households. 
Visit Let’s Talk Blacksburg 
for details on how low-to 
moderate- income house-
holds are defi ned.

Interested applicants are 
encouraged to reach out to 
the town’s housing staff  to 
answer any questions related 
to the fund or the applica-
tion process. Applications 
will be accepted through 
February 2023.

Blacksburg seeks citizen 
input on hand-in-hand 
playground redesign

The Town of Blacks-
burg is seeking citizen 
input in an effort to 
bring the Hand-in-
Hand wooden play-
ground, located on 
Turner Street in the 
Blacksburg Municipal 
Park,up to current na-
tional safety standards.

The park was built 
by community volun-
teers in 1992. While the 
30-year-old structure 

has brought joy and 
entertainment to many 
children, it is showing 
much wear and tear and 
needs to be redesigned.

Leathers & Associ-
ates, the same company 
that helped design the 
original playground, 
will once again be work-
ing with the town to 
design and install a new 

County names Brea Hopkins 
new planning and GIS director

Montgomery County has 
named Brea Hopkins its new 
Director of Planning and GIS.

In her role as director, 
Hopkins will oversee daily 
operations in the Montgomery 
County Planning and GIS 
Department. The department 
is responsible for administering 
the county’s comprehensive 
land use plan and zoning 
and subdivision ordinances; 
p rov id ing  geograph ica l 
minformation and mapping 

services; and maintaining official 
street names and addresses in 
the unincorporated areas of the 
county.

The department also supports 
the planning commission, the 
Board of Zoning Appeals, the 
Agricultural and Forestal District 
Committee, and the Board of 
Supervisors.

“While the applicant pool 
was competitive, Brea’s depth 
of experience in planning, 
zoning and GIS at every level 

made it clear that she was the 
best fit,” said Deputy County 
Administrator and Chief 
Financial Officer Angela Hill. 
“In addition, during her time as 
the interim Planning and GIS 
Director, Brea performed the 
duties of the job extraordinarily 
well. We are fortunate to have 
her in this role.”

Hopkins joined Montgomery 
County in 2001 as the 

Brea Hopkins has been named Montgomery’s planning 
and GIS director.

New Virginia Tech interactive campus 
map features accessible navigation 
and an improved user experience

The new interactive campus map more effectively integrates information about closures from construction and 
special events to provide users with more accurate information when planning routes across campus. Photo 
by Angela Correa for Virginia Tech.

Montgomery Museum to host 
Heritage Day Festival Saturday

The Montgomery Museum 
of Art and History will host a 
Heritage Day Festival in downtown 
Christiansburg Saturday on East 
Main Street from 10 a.m.to 5 p.m.

New additions to the festival 
include live music and a beer garden 
featuring a brand-new history beer. 
The museum will also bring back 
many favorites including a hay 
wagon to transport families from 
downtown to the museum’s old 
location and back. The museum 
will offer more than 25 children’s 
activities including a petting zoo 
and arts and crafters.

The Jared Stout Band will play 
from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m. Other 
musicians scheduled to perform 
throughout the day are John and 
Kathie Hollandsworth, Douglas 
Connor, American Roots, and Leslie 
Brooks. Pizza, snacks, and drinks 
will be served throughout the day.

In partnership with Iron Tree 
Brewing Co., the museum will 
debut a brand-new beer, L&M 
Rifle Ale, the name inspired by 
the Lewis-McHenry Duel fought in 
Christiansburg in 1808.

Street vendors will be selling 
or demonstrating their crafts 

which include hand-made jewelry, 
home and bath goods, weaving, 
woodworking, folk art, bee keeping, 
letter press, and more. A complete 
list of vendors is available at https://
montgomerymuseum.org/events/
heritage-day/.

The museum will be open all 
day and will hold a silent auction 
with over 80 items in the recently 
opened facility at 4 East Main St. 
Visitors are encouraged to stop by 
the museum’s new location on the 
town square to participate in the 
silent auction and view the art and 
history exhibits.

After 30 years, Blacksburg’s Hand-in-Hand playground 
is in need of some updating and redesign to meet 
currency national safety standards.

Virginia Tech’s Blacksburg cam-
pus has a new interactive campus 
map with a cleaner layout, real-time 
update capabilities, and a navigation 
tool that helps users fi nd accessible 
pathways. 

Th e new map was developed 
through a collaborative eff ort by the 
Division of Information Technol-
ogy’s Enterprise GIS group; Division 
of Campus Planning, Infrastructure, 

and Facilities GIS; the Offi  ce for 
Equity and Accessibility; University 
Relations; and the Disability Alliance 
and Caucus. Th ese groups partnered 
for over two years to make the fi rst 
signifi cant improvements to the 
map’s user interface and technical 
confi guration in nearly a decade.

“A well-designed interactive web 
map is an essential service to en-
able the Virginia Tech community 

to navigate our large, dynamic, and 
growing campus,” said Seth Peery, 
senior GIS architect for Enterprise 
GIS. “As the offi  cial campus map, it 
is also our digital ‘front door.’ Th is 
map provides a sense of place and vi-
sual welcome for everyone that uses 
it. Our previous map had a good 
run, but advances in technology af-

See Virginia Tech, page 2

See Brea Hopkins, page 3

See Redesign, page 5
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday, Aug. 
17:

American Business Wom-
en’s Association August lun-
cheon meeting

The American Business 
Women’s Association will hold 
its August luncheon meeting 
today, Aug. 17, from 11:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Chris-
tiansburg-Blacksburg. Holiday 
Inn, 99 Bradley Drive. Cost is 
$14.25. The luncheon will fea-
ture the installation of the as-
sociation’s new officers for the 
2022-23 year. RSVP by Aug. 
15 by contacting Terri Welch 
at christiansburg@wineand-
design.com.

Montgomery Floyd Re-
gional Library Board of Trust-
ees meeting

At the Blacksburg Library; 
7 p.m.

Wednesday, Aug. 
17 and Thursday, 
Aug. 18:

Noise Alert: Skipper can-
non fire

The Corps of Cadets will 
conduct the New Cadet Pa-
rade on the drillfield on the af-
ternoon of Thursday, Aug. 18. 
In preparation for the parade, 
the corps will hold practices 
on the drillfield Wednesday 
(8/17) and Thursday (8/18) 
mornings. The Highty-
Tighties will play and Skip-
per, the corps cannon, will be 
fired once during practice on 
Wednesday, Aug. 17, between 
9:30 and 11 a.m.

During the final parade on 
Thursday, Aug. 18, Skipper 
will fire three times: When the 
cadets reach the drillfield, at 
the first note of the national 
anthem, and at the first note 
of Tech Triumph. The first 
shot will be at about 3:50 
p.m., and the final shot will be 
at about 4:45 p.m. The parade 
will mark the end of New Ca-

det Week for the Class of 2026 
and is open to the public.

Wednesday, Aug. 
17 - Sunday, Aug. 
21:

Marching Virginians band 
camp

The Virginia Tech March-
ing Virginians will hold their 
annual band camp from Aug. 
13-21 at the Marching Virgin-
ians Field on the Virginia Tech 
Campus. Adjoining neighbor-
hoods may be able to hear the 
band rehearsals from 9 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. on those days. The 
Blacksburg community is wel-
come to come out and watch 
the rehearsals as well.

Thursday, Aug. 18:
Lunch and Learn with Bet-

ter Business Bureau: Cyberse-
curity

At the Radford Public Li-
brary from noon to 1 p.m. 
Participants will learn how 
to keep themselves safe from 
online scams while enjoying 
lunch from Jimmy Johns. To 
reserve a lunch and a seat at 
the talk, email Elizabeth.Sen-
sabaugh@radfordva.gov.

Talking about books Non-
fiction 

At the Christiansburg Li-
brary at 11 a.m. To be dis-
cussed this month is “Where 
the water goes: Life and death 
along the Colorado River” by 
David Owen, in-person and 
virtually.

 
Bad poetry
At the Blacksburg Library at 

4:30 p.m. This is Bad Poetry 
Day. Participants will follow 
some silly prompts and in the 
process write some terrible po-
etry.

Saturday, Aug. 20:
EastMont tomato festival

At the Meadowbrook Public 
Library at 10 a.m. The festival 
will have music, food, con-
tests, and children’s activities 
in the library’s  courtyard. Pre-
sented by the EastMont Com-
munity Foundation. For more 
information, check out www.
eastmontcf.com/tomato-festi-
val.

 
Magic show with Mark 

Fuller at the Tomato Festival
At the Meadowbrook Public 

Library at 11:15 a.m. Magi-
cian Mark Fuller will amaze 
and dazzle in the Meadow-
brook Courtyard at the Toma-
to Festival. Sponsored by the 
Meadowbrook Public Library.

 
Tomato sidewalk obstacle 

course
At the Meadowbrook Pub-

lic Library at 10 a.m. Partici-
pants will attempt to make it 
through the tomato-themed 
sidewalk obstacle course. They 
can stop by the library’s curb-
side pickup area on the side of 
the building and make their 
way through a sidewalk to-
mato-themed obstacle course, 
and enter for a chance to win 
a prize.

Monday, Aug. 22:
Crafternoon for adults only
At the Radford Public Li-

brary from 1 to 2 p.m. Partici-
pants can bring their supplies 
to knit, crochet, and/or nee-
dlepoint at the library! Some 
crafting supplies will be pro-
vided including material for 
participants to make a Linus 
Project blanket for donation 
to the Linus Project. All craft-
ers are welcome from painting 
to writing, knitting, and more. 

Tuesday, Aug. 23:
American Red Cross blood 

drive
At the Christiansburg Li-

brary at 12:30 p.m. Walk-ins 
are welcome or donors may 
sign up at https://www.red-

crossblood.org/give.html/do-
nation-time.

Magical cooking with Dave 
- Facebook Live

At the Radford Public Li-
brary; 2 to 2:15 p.m. A magi-
cal Facebook Live episode of 
Cooking with Dave in prepa-
ration for the Literacy Volun-
teers of the New River Val-
ley’s TriWizard Tri-Mile Race. 
More information is available 
at lvnrv.org.

Wednesday, Aug. 
24:

Sustainable Blacksburg 
lunch and learn: Electric cars

At the Blacksburg Library; 
noon. Dave Ropper will talk 
about electric cars; driving 
distance, maintenance, and 
charging. Participants may 
stay for the show-and-share 
of actual Teslas in the wild. 
Presentation will be both in-
person and virtual.

Thursday, Aug. 25:
Film screening: “On the 

Basis of Sex”
At the Blacksburg Library at 

6 p.m. Join for a free screen-
ing of Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s 
biopic “On the Basis of Sex” to 
commemorate Women’s 
Equality Day.

Tuesday, Aug. 30:
Teen book club
At the Blacksburg Library 

at 4 p.m. Every month the 
club gets together to discuss a 
new book. To be discussed this 
month is “Last Night at the 
Telegraph Club” by Melinda 
Lo.

 
Science fiction and fantasy 

book club 
At the Blacksburg Library 

at 6:30 p.m. To be discussed 
is “The Paper Menagerie” by 
Ken Lui. Call 540-552-8246 
to reserve a copy.

Fri., Sept. 23, and 
Sat., Sept. 24:

Radford High School 
Class of 1972 Reunion

Radford High 
School’s 1972 Class of Cham-
pions will hold its 50th Year 
Reunion on Sept. 23 and 
Sept. 24. Festivities include 
a tailgate at the King Center 
Friday, Sept. 23, and atten-
dance at the football game. A 
social is planned for Saturday, 
Sept. 24, at Preston’s at the 
River Course. The committee 
is looking for “Lost” class-
mates. Class members who 
haven’t received an invita-
tion should contact reunion 
committee members: jenny-
doud@gmail.com and Marti-
hale@yahoo.com.

Ongoing:
Montgomery-Christians-

burg Citizens Academy reg-
istration now open

The registration for the 
2022 Montgomery-Chris-
tiansburg Citizens Academy 
is now open. 

This is a free, eight-week 
course providing hands-on 
experience for participants 
and  covering a wide variety 
of local government functions 
ranging from fire and res-
cue to libraries, animal care, 
and public works. Classes are 
Wednesday evenings from 6 
to 8 p.m., beginning Sept. 7 
and ending on Oct. 26.

Alexander Black House 
Farming Exhibit 

“Virginia is for Farmers: 
Agriculture in Southwest 
Virginia, Then and Now” is 
on display through Thurs-
day, Aug. 18, in the Alexan-
der Black House, 204 Draper 
Road SW, Blacksburg. Ad-
mission is free. The hours are 
Tuesday  through Saturday, 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more 
information, visit blacks-
burgmuseum.org.

NRCC offering Women in Literature course this fall
New River Community College 

is off ering a new Women in Litera-
ture English course this fall.

Women in Literature (ENG 275) 
examines literary texts by women 
writers from diverse time periods, 
genres, and authors. Students will 
develop skills of close reading and 
literary nanalysis through the study 
of texts within their historical, cul-
tural, social, and/or literary con-
texts.

Th roughout the course, students 
will explore how women’s experi-
ences have shaped their literary 
contributions, the cultural forces 

aff ecting their lives, and how they 
have used writing to shape their 
cultures. ENG 275 is a transferable 
course.

Th e class will meet online begin-
ning on August 22. Megan Doney, 
professor of English at NRCC, will 
be teaching the 14-week course. 
Doney has taught at NRCC since 
2008. Her writing has been pub-
lished in “Earth & Altar” and “Cre-
ative Nonfi ction” and has been 
nominated for a Pushcart Prize. She 
is currently working on an essay 
collection.

Course materials include the 

novels “Truth and Beauty” by Ann 
Patchett, “All You Can Ever Know” 
by Nicole Chung, and “Memorial 
Drive: A Daughter’s Memoire” by 
Natasha Trethewey.

Current NRCC students may 
register for classes online by visiting 
their student accounts.

New students or those who may 
need additional support to regis-
ter can reach out to an advisor by 
emailing advising@nr.edu or call-
ing (540) 674-3609.

Prospective NRCC students may 
visit www.nr.edu/registernow for 
enrollment information. NRCC English professor Megan Doney will teach 

English 275, Women in Literature this fall.

forded us the opportunity to design a new 
map that is more modern, easier to navi-
gate, and easier to maintain.”

At the heart of the project was improv-
ing the usability and user experience for 
the campus community — particularly re-
sponding to the needs of individuals who 
rely on the interactive campus map to iden-
tify accessible pathways, entryways, and 
elevators.  

Joe Cooley, ADA campus accessibility 
architect for Virginia Tech, was heavily in-
volved in the project. He said, “Key to the 
new map’s improved functionality was hav-
ing accurate information about the existing 
campus topography and the accessible fea-
tures of the campus buildings. Our offi  ce 
was glad to have been able to collaborate 
with the GIS team on this. Th e new map 
features will help users to easily plan a safe, 
accurate, and comfortable accessible route 
to their campus destination, especially if 
the route requires someone to briefl y enter 
a campus building to utilize an elevator.”

One of the map’s most notable features is 
a navigation tool designed to identify routes 
that exclusively utilize accessible pathways. 
Th e tool automatically checks for any path-
way closures, construction sites, or other 
potential obstacles and can route the user 
around those sites. Th is is especially help-
ful given the active state of construction on 
campus.

Mike Justice, senior geospatial techni-
cian for engineering services in the Divi-
sion of Campus Planning, Infrastructure, 
and Facilities, said, “Th e tool has the ability 
to recognize a variety of closures and say, 
‘Th at’s a barrier, we can’t go through there,’ 
and searches for the next-best alternative 
using only the accessible paths layer of the 
map.”

Justice said, “Th e Enterprise GIS folks 
worked hard to customize an out-of-the-
box navigation tool to recognize the side-
walks, buildings, and other features unique 

to Virginia Tech’s campus.”
While the previous map displayed acces-

sible pathways, entries, parking spaces, and 
curb cuts, it was up to the user to deter-
mine a suitable route. Moreover, users had 
to consult a separate map to view current 
construction closures.

Justice said the new tool could be espe-
cially helpful for all Hokies returning to 
campus this fall, particularly for those with 
mobility challenges who will need accurate 
information about any changes to campus 
pathways that occurred over the summer.

“We carried forward the design philoso-
phy from our previous map, which was that 
layers pertaining to accessibility should ap-
pear right alongside those describing other 
features of our built environment,” Peery 
said.

In addition to improving the user inter-
face, the map team changed how the map 
works on the back end, making it much 
easier for the Division of Campus Plan-
ning, Infrastructure, and Facilities GIS 
team — who are among the fi rst to become 
aware of closures, reported barriers, and 
other circumstances that aff ect travel and 
accessibility across campus — to keep the 
map accurate and up to date.

Th e previous version of the map re-
quired a programmer to make even minor 
updates. Th e new map is template-based, 
which “eliminates the need to get a pro-
grammer involved for most updates and 
enables the GIS team to make needed up-
dates directly,” said Peery.

Mike Ryba, geospatial technician for En-
gineering Services in the Division of Cam-
pus Planning, Infrastructure, and Facilities 
GIS said “Since we are the ones managing 
the data that feeds the map, it makes sense 
that we will be the ones making updates to 
the map. Now when we receive a report of 
a barrier or new closure, we can go into the 
mapping software and make changes in a 
matter of minutes.”

Virginia Tech from page 1
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ONLINE AUCTION
Ends Wednesday, August 24th @ 4 PM

Patio Home for Sale in Christiansburg VA!
125 Windsong Ln, Christiansburg, VA 24073

Bid Now at VaAuctionPro.com

Contact Broker/Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at 5
40-239-2585 or email gallimore.matt@gmail.com; 
Or contact Terry Thompson, Auction & Realtor at 

540-230-2971 or email thompsonrealestate@swva.net

You have the opportunity to purchase this great home in Christiansburg 
VA! The home is in the Windsong Heights neighborhood. It features a nice 
patio home built in 2004 with 1,318 sq. ft. The home is one level, with 2 bed-
rooms, 2 bathrooms, living room, dining room, sunroom, kitchen, garage, 
and patio. Interior fl oors are laminate hardwood, ceramic tile, and carpet. 
Home has a heat pump, public water, and sewer. The exterior is fi nished 
with brick and vinyl and is topped off  with shingle roof. The home sits on 
0.129 +/- acres. It is near all shopping centers, restaurants, and hospitals that 
Christiansburg, VA has to off er. There is easy access to Interstate I-81 as well.
 

 

Property is subject to by-laws and restrictive covenants for Windsong 
Heights (see bidder pack). Bidders are expected to review those documents 
prior to bidding. Monthly dues $85.

Terms - 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to fi nal high bid to arrive at con-
tract price. Earnest Money Deposit of $5,000 required on day of sale (August 
24th 2022). Close on or before October 10th, 2022. Subject to seller confi rma-
tion.  Property sold as is, where is with any and all faults. Buyer is expected to 
complete their own due diligence. Download Bidder Pack for complete terms 
and conditions, purchase contract and maps at VAAuctionPro.com

102 S. Locust Street, 
Floyd, VA  24091
(540) 745-2005

VaAuctionPro.com
Lic# 2907004059

Preview: Friday August 12th @ 4 PM 
and Friday August 19th at 4 PM

Furniture and personal property will be off ered at the tag 
sale during preview times on Friday August 12th and 19th at 
4PM. Items included in tag sale are furniture, picture frames, 
lamps, dishes, and miscellaneous household items.)

OBITUARIES
Reed, Timothy Scott 

Timothy Scott Reed, 
43, of Christiansburg, 
passed away Tuesday, Aug. 
9, 2022.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
Cleatis Sartin and Mary 
Reed. 

Tim is survived by 
his wife, Kathryn Reed; 
children Ezekiel, Chloe, 
Isabel and Timothy (T.J.) 
Reed, Jr.; sister and broth-
er-in-law Kevin and Kayla 
Lucas; nephew and nieces Levi and Allie 

Lucas, Reagan, Sadie and 
Josie Whitlock; and a best 
friend, Adam Walker. 

Th e family received 
friends on Friday, Aug. 
12, 2022, at McCoy Fu-
neral Home.

 A funeral service fol-
lowed at McCoy Funeral 
Home with the Rev. Will 
Fillingham and the Rev. 
Craig Reed offi  ciating. 
Interment followed at 
White Rock Cemetery, 

Carthage Rd., Floyd.

Risen, Marvin Patrick
Marvin Patrick Risen 

– loving husband, dot-
ing father, adoring son, 
globe-trotting business-
man and keen fan of the 
Georgia Tech Yellow Jack-
ets – died on Aug. 11 in 
Blacksburg. He was 78.

Known to friends and 
colleagues as Pat, Mar-
vin was born on April 3, 
1944, in Nashville, Tenn., 
the son of Marvin Jordan 
Risen and Mary Emily 
(Rice) Risen. His father, a fi eld agent 
for the FBI., died before he was born, 
and a few years later his mother married 
another agent, Francis Norwood, who 
raised Pat as his son.

Pat graduated from Montgomery 
Bell Academy in 1962 and studied me-
chanical engineering at Georgia Tech 
where he lettered in gymnastics. After 
graduating in 1966, he served for two 
years in the U.S. Army, primarily at the 
Aberdeen Proving Grounds in Mary-
land and the Joliet Army Ammunition 
Plant in Illinois.

After receiving an honorable dis-
charge, he moved to Washington, D.C., 
where he studied at  American Univer-
sity, receiving his masters degree in 
business administration in May 1972.

Th ree months later he married Eliza-
beth (Chickering) Risen, and the two 
moved to Corning, N.Y., where Pat 
began his long career in international 
business and where both of his sons 
were born.

His background in engineering and 
business made him a valuable part of 
Corning, Inc.’s global sales team, and 
his work took him around the world 

from Marseilles to Sin-
gapore. He and his fam-
ily even spent 18 months 
living in Tokyo, an expe-
rience that left Pat with 
a love for all things Japa-
nese.

In 1985 the Risens 
moved back to Pat’s 
hometown where he 
worked for Alcoa Fuji-
kura Ltd. After the fall of 
the Iron Curtain, he was 
among the fi rst American 

businessmen to enter Eastern Europe, 
making deals in Poland, Slovenia, Rus-
sia, and Kazakhstan to upgrade commu-
nications systems with AFL’s fi ber-optic 
cable. Pat tried to retire in 2002, and 
he and Elizabeth moved to Blacksburg, 
but the allure of international business 
pulled him back, and he closed his ca-
reer with several years at Synchrony, a 
local technology company.

Like any good engineer, Pat loved to 
tinker in his spare time, and he made 
easy friends with mechanics and plumb-
ers – really anyone who would lend an 
ear. He is survived by his wife and sons, 
Clay (Joanna) and Michael (Meg); his 
nephew, Tim Newton; his grandchil-
dren Catherine, Talia, Chickie and El-
liot; his brother-in-law Bill Chickering, 
and his sister-in-law Sharon Chicker-
ing; and numerous cousins and friends.

He was predeceased by his parents, 
his stepfather, and his brother, Daniel. 
He was honored with a visitation on 
Sunday, Aug. 14, at McCoy Funeral 
Home, 150 Country Club Dr., SW, in 
Blacksburg. In lieu of fl owers, his fam-
ily asked that donations be made to the 
Alzheimer’s Association, alz.org.

Stigger, Loretta Beaver 
Loretta Beaver Stigger, 80, passed 

away on Friday, Aug. 12, 2022, at her 
home in New River.

She was born in Floyd, the daugh-
ter of the late Ophus and Rosa Beaver.

In addition to her parents, she was 
preceded in death by her beloved hus-
band of 50 years, Governor Shead 
Stigger, Sr.; a son, Governor S. Stig-
ger, Jr.; and a grandson, Jason L. Stig-
ger.

She is survived by her two daugh-
ters, Betty Ann Stigger of New River 
and Janet Maxine Stigger of Roanoke; 
a son, David Stigger of Dublin; a 
special daughter, Aliyeanna Wiggins 
of New River; grandchildren Janet 
Necole (Elvin) Robertson, Court-
ney (Jacke) Smith, Chantal Lorton, 
Malcolm Stigger, Jade Stigger, Jacob 

Stigger, and Kane Stigger; numerous 
great-grandchildren; a sister, Kitty 
Huff of Floyd; a sister-in-law, Bertha 
Parsons of Roanoke; a special friend, 
Billy Largen of Christiansburg; many 
nieces and nephews; and a host of 
other relatives and friends.

The family will receive friends to-
day, Wednesday, Aug. 17, from noon 
until 1 p.m. at Mullins Funeral Home 
in Radford. Graveside services will 
follow at 1:30 p.m. in the New River 
Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, Loretta would be 
honored by donations in her memory 
to St. Jude Childrens Hospital or to 
the American Diabetes Association.

The Stigger family is in the care of 
Mullins Funeral Home and Crema-
tory in Radford.

Young, Almeta Kessinger
Almeta Kessinger Young, 81, of 

Blacksburg, passed away peacefully on 
Aug. 11, 2022.

She was born in Montgomery Coun-
ty. on Dec. 28, 1940, to the late Roy 
Kemper and Lucy Smith Kessinger.

She was preceded in death by sisters 
Fleta Smith, Doris Walters, Lois Green, 
and Lucy Martin; and brothers Roy D. 
Kessinger, Harvey Kessinger, Bobby 
Kessinger, and Dan Kessinger.

She is survived by her loving hus-
band of 50 years, David Young; a son 
Kevin Young and daughter-in-law 

Kelly Young; grandson Kaden Young; 
granddaughter Kolbie Young; sisters 
and brothers-in-law Martha Campbell, 
Patricia McCoy, Sandra Sims, Brenda 
and Roy Hughes, and Carrie and Derek 
Lee; brothers and sisters-in-law Larry 
and Karen Kessinger and Estiol and 
Brenda Kessinger; and many nieces and 
nephews.

Th e family received visitors at Mc-
Coy Funeral Home in Blacksburg on 
Monday, Aug. 15.  A private service for 
the family will be held later at Roselawn 
Memorial Gardens, Christiansburg. 

Christiansburg Rec Center to 
host Health and Wellness Fair

A free local Health 
and Wellness Fair will be 
held at the Christians-
burg Recreation Center, 
1600 N. Franklin St., on 
Wednesday, Sept. 21.

Th e fair will provide in-
formation on ways to stay 
healthy, feel healthy, and 
age well.

Sponsored by AARP 
Blacksburg, the Edward 
Via College of Osteopath-
ic Medicine (VCOM) 
and the recreation center, 
the fair will be open from 
noon to 4 p.m. Close to 
100 exhibitors will off er a 
variety of health informa-
tion and screenings.

A major attraction 
will be VCOM faculty 
and students off ering 
free medical services and 
screenings. Th e public 
can meet and interact 
with them one on one. 
VCOM will provide in-
formation on fall preven-
tion, cancer screenings, 
osteoporosis, body mass 
index, immunizations, 
osteopathic manipulative 
therapy, health nutrition, 
and diet.

Flu shots and other im-
munizations will be avail-
able. Pharmacists will be 
on hand to discuss such 
topics as drug interac-
tions. Physical and oc-
cupational therapists and 
chiropractors can advise 

on chronic conditions.
Exhibits will feature 

how to update your home 
to make it more acces-
sible. Participatory pre-
sentations will include Qi 
Gong, Tai Chi, mindful-
ness exercises, laughter 
yoga, and chair yoga. Also 
featured will be massage 
therapy, home improve-
ment ideas for aging in 
place, in-home health ser-
vices, and free light and 
healthy snacks.

Participants will be able 
to explore opportunities 
for staying engaged in the 
community through vol-
unteering and participat-
ing in arts events, hiking, 
travel, exercise, and ac-
tivities at public libraries.

While many people 
are attracted to health 
fairs for explicit health 
services they can receive, 
the message at this one 
will be clear, says Leslie 
Pendleton, president of 
AARP Blacksburg. “Suc-
cessful aging is not just 
about medical conditions 
and their management, 
but about living a full and 
engaged life and how our 
community helps make 
that possible,” said Pend-
leton. “Wellness includes 
not only physical wellness 
but also intellectual, emo-
tional, fi nancial, social, 
environmental, occupa-

tional, and spiritual well-
ness.”

VCOM provides medi-
cal education and research 
that prepares global-
minded, community-fo-
cused physicians who im-
prove the health of those 
most in need. Th e college 
has had a collaborative 
partnership with Virginia 
Tech since 2002 and sup-
ports health and wellness 
for those in Southwest 
Virginia and the rest of 
the Appalachian region by 
participating in outreach 
programs and health fairs 
such as this one.

Parking will be abun-
dant at the Christians-
burg Recreation Center, 
and the venue is accessible 
to the handicapped.

Gold sponsors of the 
health fair are NRV Com-
munity Services, Ortho-
Virginia, Warm Hearth 
Village, Carilion NRV 
Medical Center, Bath 
Fitter, River Ridge Der-
matology, Mount Re-
gis Center, Aetna, the 
Engagement Center for 
Creating Aging, AARP 
Blacksburg, the Edward 
Via College of Osteopath-
ic Medicine (VCOM) 
and the recreation center.

Silver sponsors are To-
tal Motion Physical Th er-
apy, InnovAge, and New 
River Osteopathy.

administrative assistant for the 
Planning and GIS Department. While 
working for the county, Hopkins 
earned a bachelor’s degree in geography 
with a concentration in planning from 
Radford University. She obtained her 
Certified Zoning Administrator and 
Certified Transportation Manager 
credentials while serving on the 
executive committee for the Virginia 
Association of Zoning Officials.

Over her 21-year tenure with 
Montgomery County, she has held 
several positions with the most 
recent being Planning and Zoning 
Administrator, which she began in 
February 2021. In January 2022, 

Hopkins was named Interim Planning 
and GIS Director.

“I started my career with 
Montgomery County over two 
decades ago, and this has been the 
best career decision I could have ever 
made,” Hopkins said. “In my tenure 
with Montgomery County, I have 
served at nearly every level in the 
Planning and GIS Department and 
have been blessed to have the support 
of so many people. I’m thankful 
for this new opportunity to lead a 
terrific staff and to help them grow 
their own success stories, all while 
continuing to serve Montgomery 
County’s citizens.”

Brea Hopkins from page 1
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though my Dad had told 
me when I got married be-
fore law school that “when 
you marry, you’re on your 
own.” And I was stubborn). 

All of this leads to the 
fact that when you are 
raised and nurtured in a 
wonderful small town like 
Christiansburg but then are 
gone for over 40 years with 
only sporadic visits, your 
perspective is diff erent than 
that of folks who have lived 
their whole lives there. I 
suspect that the changes for 
people who never moved 
away are gradual, subtle, in-
sidious. For me, on my spo-
radic returns, they are stark, 
dramatic, sobering. 

For example, when I 
am in the small downtown 
area, rather than mono-
lithic government offi  ces, I 
still see Hall Brothers Fur-
niture, Angles Market and 
Lawrence Shelton Drug 
and Epperly’s Dress Shop 
and Taylor’s Offi  ce Supply 
and Richardson’s Funeral 
Home in my mind’s eye. I 
still see the quaint old fi re 
department with the multi-
tude of windows above the 
stalls and fi retrucks, vintage 
1958, and a tiny town of-
fi ce building next door. I 
still see the original St. Paul 
church next to the quaint 
19th-century courthouse. 
Instead of the new site of 

the Montgomery Museum, 
I see the old Bank of Chris-
tiansburg, 1930’s style, 
Bonnie and Clyde vintage.

On the other side of the 
courthouse, I still see the 
Music House and Leggett’s 
Department Store and 
Shelton & Walters Men’s 
Shop and Miller Drug and 
Dr. Clarke’s home, which 
doubled as his offi  ce, rather 
than vape shops (what are 
those things?) and tattoo 
parlors and acronyms I can’t 
translate. Instead of the cute 
little mid-block mall, I see 
the old Roses Dime Store 
(We called it the “5- and 
10-cent store,” maybe the 
precursor to Dollar Gen-
eral, but far cooler, at least 
to a kid) and Cromer’s Fur-
niture. 

I still see Main Street 
Baptist Church rather than 
a “venue hall” (not a word 
we used back then, wed-
ding receptions were for 
church basements). I look 
at the corner next to the 
Presbyterian Church across 
the street, and I see the 
old “Montgomery County 
Regional Library,” an old 
wood frame structure, 
where I spent many hours 
smelling old books and 
trying to understand some-
thing called the Dewey 
Decimal System and being 
taught how to whisper. 

Instead of a large expanse 
of empty grass at the cor-
ner of North Franklin and 
Depot Streets, I see the old 
mill where my grandfather 
Charlie had worked. In-
stead of a repair hangar for 
the county school buses, I 
see the “only gym in town,” 
at the old Christiansburg 
High, a place I spent many, 
many hours.

Instead of the artsy new 
quarters of the County 
School Board, I see the old 
Blue Ridge Overall Fac-
tory, where the mothers of 
many kids in town labored 
over sewing machines. Fur-
ther down Roanoke Road, 
where there are now several 
miles of car dealerships and 
fast food restaurants and 
motels, I see pasture land 
and apple orchards, dis-
turbed by only a couple of 
businesses along “old Route 
11.” I see a Stuckey’s, sort 
of a national 1950’s version 
of a convenience store, and 
Grants Tavern, a classy little 
restaurant owned by fam-
ily friend Zenie, the closest 
place for a Tech student to 
get a beer back then. 

I still see Duncan’s 
Texaco and Jabe Th omas’s 
Gulf and Ray’s Hamburg-
ers (the fi rst fast food place 
in town) and High’s Ice 
Cream and Pharis Cleaners 
and New Altamont Hospi-

tal, all “down from the high 
school.” I  still see the Palace 
Th eater and the alley where 
Doug Lester had his great 
old photography shop. I 
see the Robinson Broth-
ers’ Barber shop where my 
Dad took me on Saturday 
mornings and the V and O 
(Virginia and Opal?) beau-
ty parlor where my Mom 
went every Friday. 

I still see the only stop 
light in town, at the square.

Th e mind’s eye is a won-
derful thing.

(Only some readers will 
remember these long gone 
places. Any recollection like 
this is a mere  snapshot of 
a moment in time. But I 
hope that for readers who 
don’t remember this era, a 
little fl avor of what the town 
was like not that long ago is 
fun. It was heartwarming 
for me. And for younger 
readers, you will eventu-
ally learn that anything that 
happened in your lifetime is 
not that long ago.)

Evans “Buddy” King is a 
proud native of Christians-
burg, CHS Class of 1971. He 
resides in Clarksburg, W.Va., 
where he has practiced law 
with the fi rm of Steptoe & 
Johnson, PLLC, since 1980. 
He can be reached at evans.
king@steptoe-johnson.com.

 I have had the oppor-
tunity to return to my old 
hometown a couple of times 
in the last few months.

Christiansburg was pret-
ty much my whole world 
the fi rst 18 years of my life, 
thereafter my “summer 
place” for my college years, 
and the fi rst place I worked 
after college.

Sadly, since my parents’ 
passing, I have had fewer 
occasions and opportunities 
to return. Since then there 
have been no Kings left in 
the area, for the fi rst time in 
over 200 years.

I have lived a diff erent 
life than I expected. When 
I left C’burg after my fi rst  
job after college (at the old 
Cambria Bank) to attend 
law school, pursuing a goal 
I had set in seventh grade 
when I saw Cousin Joe 
graduate and join the pro-
fession, I expected to return 
to my hometown, hang out 
a shingle, pick up my mail 
at the quaint old post offi  ce 
on the square like my Dad 
had done, go to Th ompson 
Hagan Drug Store for cof-
fee around 10, probably 
own an old house in the 

park, and walk to and from 
my offi  ce, which would 
have been in an old build-
ing near the courthouse of 
course.

I would have raised my 
family in the same town I 
was raised in. My daughters 
would have gone to CHS. 
Th ey would have grown 
up with the children of the 
people I grew up with.  I 
would have continued what 
would become lifelong 
friendships with my old pals 
from CHS. I would have at-
tended St. Paul Methodist, 
been a member of the Lions 
or Kiwanis clubs and a Blue 
Demon booster, and had 
lunch at my parents’ house 
once a week. I would have 
gone to the high school 
football games on Friday 
nights and taken my girls to 
town parades.

But, alas, the economics 
of the private practice of law 
led me elsewhere ( I like to 
tell the absolutely true story 
that when I got my fi rst pay-
check at my fi rm, about 45 
days after law school gradu-
ation, I had $7 in the bank. 
I know my family would 
not have let me starve, al-

Buddy King: Seeing Christiansburg as it once was
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Midway between east and 
southeast
 4. Sun up in New York
 7. Japanese honorifi c
 8. Czech name for Prague
10. Ochocinco’s fi rst name
12. Steep cliffs (Hawaiian)
13. Scots word for “home”
14. Upper class young woman 
(abbr.)
16. Monetary unit of Albania
17. Raise
19. Drain of resources
20. Uncultured, clumsy persons
21. Hikers use them
25. Retrospective analysis 
(military)
26. Tibetan form of chanting
27. Infl uential European 
statesman

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

29. Soluble ribonucleic 
acid
30. Monetary unit of 
Romania
31. Round green vegetable
32. Well acquainted with
39. Ribosomal ribonucleic 
acid
41. Basics
42. “The Godfather” 
actress Keaton
43. Snakelike fi sh
44. Tall deciduous tree
45. Russian river
46. Long Balkans river
48. Ancient Greek coin
49. Senegal’s capital
50. Unwell
51. Snout
52. Low bank or reef of 
coral

CLUES DOWN
 1. Abstain from
 2. Vast desert in North 
Africa
 3. Cover the crown of 
a tooth
 4. A major division of 
geological time
 5. Urban center
 6. Crook
 8. Parts per billion (abbr.)
 9. Questions
11. A pack of 52 playing 
cards
14. Recording of sound
15. Pithy saying
18. Atomic #22
19. Soviet Socialist 
Republic
20. Plant with ridged 
seedpods

22. Innate
23. Investigative body for 
Congress (abbr.)
24. Soda receptacle
27. Spanish stew: __ podrida
28. Viet Cong offensive
29. Large body of water
31. Beginning military rank
32. Dissimilar
33. Counteroffensive system 
(abbr.)
34. Shows who you are
35. Chinese dynasty
36. Type of verse
37. African nation
38. Quite
39. Former Bucks star 
Michael
40. Showed again
44. Body part
47. Steal

OPINION

Financial Focus: What investors 
can – and can’t – control

As an investor, it’s easy to feel 
frustrated to see short-term drops 
in your investment statements. But 
while you cannot control the mar-
ket, you may fi nd it helpful to review 
the factors you can control.

Many forces aff ect the fi nan-
cial markets, including geopolitical 
events, corporate profi ts and interest 
rate movements – forces beyond the 
control of most individual investors.

In any case, it’s important to focus 
on the things you can control, such 
as these:

• Your ability to defi ne your goals.  
One area in which you have total 
control is your ability to defi ne your 
goals. Like most people, you prob-
ably have short-term goals – such 
as saving for a new car or a dream 
vacation – and long-term ones, such 
as a comfortable retirement. Once 
you identify your goals and esti-
mate how much they will cost, you 
can create an investment strategy to 
help achieve them. Over time, some 
of your personal circumstances will 
likely change, so you’ll want to re-
view your time horizon and risk tol-
erance on a regular basis, adjusting 
your strategy when appropriate. And 
the same is true for your goals. Th ey 

may evolve over time, requiring new 
responses from you in how you in-
vest.

• Your response to market down-
turns. When the market drops and 
the value of your investments de-
clines, you might be tempted to take 
immediate action in an eff ort to stop 
the losses. Th is is understandable. 
After all, your investment results 
can have a big impact on your fu-
ture. However, acting hastily could 
work against you. For example, you 
could sell investments that still have 
solid fundamentals and are still ap-
propriate for your needs. If you can 
avoid decisions based on short-term 
events, you may help yourself in the 
long run.

• Your commitment to investing. 
Th e fi nancial markets are almost 
always in fl ux, and their move-
ments are hard to predict. If you 
can continue investing in all markets 
– good, bad or sideways – you will 
likely make much better progress to-
ward your goals than if you periodi-
cally were to take a “time out.” Many 
people head to the investment side-
lines when the market tumbles, only 
to miss out on the beginnings of the 
next rally. And by steadily invest-

ing, you will increase the number of 
shares you own in your investments, 
and the larger your ownership stake, 
the greater your opportunities for 
building wealth.

• Your portfolio’s level of diversi-
fi cation. While diversifi cation itself 
can’t guarantee profi ts or protect 
against all losses, it can help greatly 
reduce the impact of market volatil-
ity on your portfolio. Just how you 
diversify your investments depends 
on several factors, but the general 
principle of maintaining a diversi-
fi ed portfolio should govern your 
approach to investing.

It’s a good idea to periodically re-
view your portfolio to ensure it’s still 
properly diversifi ed.

Th e world will always be fi lled 
with unpredictable, uncontrollable 
events, and many of them will aff ect 
the fi nancial markets to one degree 
or another. But within your own 
investment world, you always have 
a great deal of control, and with it, 
you have the power to keep moving 
toward all your important fi nancial 
objectives.

Submitted by Marquise Francis, 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor

The U.S. national average price of 
gas Monday fell back under the $4 
mark to $3.99 per gallon for the first 
time since early March, according to 
GasBuddy.

Gas prices have declined over $1 per 
gallon since peaking at $5.03 on June 
14, fueled by falling oil prices over the 
last month. As of Monday, Aug. 8, 
Americans spent nearly $400 million 
less on gasoline than they did in mid-
June.

The year has been a record-breaking 
one at the pump with a majority of mo-
torists seeing three different handled 
prices, including $3, $4 and $5. Begin-
ning in March, gas prices in the U.S. 
rose above $4 per gallon for the first 
time since 2008, as Russia launched its 
invasion of Ukraine. Global supply be-
gan to tighten with demand also rising 
into the summer, causing inventories 
to tighten to uncomfortable levels.

The previous record-high of $4.10 

per gallon was broken in April, and gas 
prices soared to a new all-time high 
average of $5.03 per gallon in June. 
Areas of California saw average prices 
near $7 per gallon this summer, and 
diesel prices saw their biggest premium 
to gasoline prices ever.

“We’ve never seen anything like 
2022 at the pump, highlighted by 
once-in-a-lifetime events including the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, which 
caused myriad imbalances, exacerbated 
by Russia’s war on Ukraine,” said Pat-
rick De Haan, head of petroleum anal-
ysis for GadBuddy. “As a result, we’ve 
seen gas prices behave in ways never 
witnessed before, jumping from $3 to 
$5 and now back to $3.99. While the 
recent drop in gas prices has been most 
welcomed, the issues that led to sky-
rocketing prices aren’t completely put 
to bed and still could lead prices to 
eventually climb back up should some-
thing unexpected develop.”

U.S. average gas prices 
fall below $4/gal. for 
fi rst time since March
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Rocket has been waiting patiently to head home. He’s a special needs cat who has 
been a resident at the Center for quite a few months but it’s a mystery as to why. 
Rocket is a nice boy with high energy and he’s ready to find his purrfect match.

Simon is a good boy, looking for a good home. He’s a younger, energetic pup who 
will need humans who can devote some time to training and socialization. He 
enjoys being around other canines. Stop by the Animal Care and Adoption Center 
to meet Simon.

PETSOFTHEWEEK

Virginia Tech veterinary college gets funding 
for research into parasite found in cats

Found in cats, Toxo-
plasma gondii is a human 
pathogen with serious 
health ramifi cations, caus-
ing life-threatening illness-
es for people with immu-
nodefi cienies, miscarriages 
in pregnant women, and 
blindness in newborn chil-
dren.

A National Institutes 
of Health grant awarded 
to the Virginia-Maryland 
College of Veterinary 
Medicine will fund a two-
year study to understand 
treatment options better.

Researchers in the De-
partment of Biomedical 
Sciences and Pathobiology 
will explore the function of 
a novel tyrosine kinase-like 
(TKL) protein in Toxo-
plasma reproduction. Th e 
goal is to reveal the role of 
this parasite protein in cell 
division and identify its 
signaling network, which 
could open doors for new 
treatments and care. Th e 
team is led by principal 
investigator and Assistant 
Professor Raj Gaji with 
assistance from Associate 
Professors Tom Cecere and 
Shannon Farris.

“Toxoplasma gondii has 
an interesting life cycle in 
that it undergoes its sex-
ual reproduction only in 
cats,” Gaji said. “Humans 

can pick up the parasite 
through contaminated 
water and meat or placen-
tal transmission during 
pregnancy. If farm animals 
consume the pathogen 
— such as water contami-
nated with cat feces — 
they develop cysts in their 
muscles.

“If people consume 
uncooked meat, they can 
pick up the infection, and 
if a woman is pregnant, 
the pathogen can be trans-
mitted to the fetus,” Gaji 
said. “In the U.S. studies 
show that about 10 to 15 
percent of the population 
(40 million people) are 
infected with the parasite, 
but their healthy immune 
system stops the parasite 
from causing illness.”

When Toxoplasma gon-
dii gets into the human 
body, it replicates and 
travels through the blood-
stream to reach diff erent 
organs including the brain. 
Th e infected person may 
experience mild symptoms 
such as fever during initial 
infection, but once the im-
mune system kicks in, the 
parasite changes form and 
forms cysts mainly in the 
brain.  

“So far, although the 
initial infection can be 
treated using two drugs, 

once the parasite spreads 
through the blood and 
into organs, there’s noth-
ing we can do,” Gaji said. 
“Th ere’s no drug to treat 
the form that stays in the 
brain because the parasite 
isn’t responding to any 
treatment.”

Th is means the person 
is infected for life. Th e 
parasite will stay dormant 
in the brain with no com-
plications if the individual 
is healthy and the immune 
system is functioning well. 
Unfortunately, the same 
isn’t true for more vulner-
able populations.

“If an individual’s im-
mune system is compro-
mised, the parasite can re-
activate and it’s incredibly 
destructive,” Gaji said. “It 
can cause sudden death in 
patients with infections 
like HIV or cancer pa-
tients undergoing organ 
transplants, and it can 
also lead to miscarriage 
in pregnant women and 
blindness in newborns.”

Th e grant will allow 
Gaji and the team to use 
mass spectrometry analy-
sis to understand the roles 
of this TKL protein in 
Toxoplasma gondii de-
velopment with the goal 
of developing new treat-
ments.

A grant from the National Institutes of Health to the Virginia-Maryland College of 
Veterinary Medicine will fund a two-year study to understand treatment options for 
Toxoplasma gondii, a human pathogen found in cats that can cause life-threatening 
illnesses for people with immunodeficienies, miscarriages in pregnant women, and 
blindness in newborn children. The research team is led by Assistant Professor Raj 
Gaji, pictured above.

custom-designed destina-
tion playground using mod-
ern materials. The Town of 
Blacksburg envisions that 
this playground will con-
tinue to serve ages 2-12 and 
will include benches and 
small table tops throughout 
the playground, along with 
wood chips (made of en-
gineered wood fiber) as its 
base.

It is important to Blacks-
burg that this playground 

continues to reflect the 
imaginations of the town’s 
children while meeting 
the wants and needs of the 
community. Therefore, citi-
zen input is invited on the 
new playground design by 
Sept.11, 2022.

Citizens may say what 
they have enjoyed about the 
original playground that 
they want to see included in 
the new playground. They 
may also suggest themes for 

the new playground and help 
decide what playground ele-
ments should be included in 
the redesign.

According to the town, 
kid input is welcome, en-
couraged, and essential. 

Citizens may participate 
in three ways:

Complete the online play-
ground survey on Let’s Talk 
Blacksburg.

Draw a picture of what 
the new playground should 

look like and upload draw-
ings, pictures, or other ideas 
for the playground onto the 
Let’s Talk Blacksburg Hand-
in-Hand project page.

Participate in the Town’s 
interactive engagement event 
on Saturday, Aug. 27 from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Blacks-
burg Recreation Center, 755 
Patrick Henry Drive. This 
event will include fun and 
interactive activities so chil-
dren can provide their input 

on the new playground.
Leathers & Associates will 

use all the community input 
provided to create two con-
ceptual plans for the new 
playground. Citizens will 
then have an opportunity in 
October to select the plan 
they prefer. The winter of 
2023 will be spent finalizing 
plans, ordering materials, 
and beginning site work. The 
town plans to unveil the new 
playground in May of 2023.

Redesign from page 1

Send community 
news and photos to 

communitynews@ourvalley.org
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Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. 
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer 
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. Offer expires December 31, 2022. If you 
call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages 

by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. 
Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. VA License Number: 2705029944

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE
1-844-902-4611

Made in 

the USA

LIMITED TIME OFFER

60%off
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply. 
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.
Expires 12.31.22

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,50000

Walk-In Tubs

Backed by American Standard’s 
150 years of experience
Ultra low ease of entry and exit 
Patented Quick Drain® Technology
Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND
installation, INCLUDING labor backed 
by American Standard
44 Hydrotherapy Jets for an 
invigorating massage

Limited Time Off er–Call Today!

855-864-5500M

ADE IN THE U.S.A.

W
IT

H
 U.S. & IMPORTED P

A
R

T
S

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 9/30/2022. Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party 
 nancin  is a ailable for those customers who ualify. ee your dealer for details. 2022 I crylic Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

(844) 945-1631
CALL NOW�
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Cheers to Tony Wolf: Th e wine grape expert offi  cially retires
Like a fi ne Virginia 

wine, Tony Wolf ’s career 
can be described as well-
balanced, vibrant, and ro-
bust.

Over the past three de-
cades, the Virginia Tech 
professor has earned the 
respect of wine afi cionados 
and researchers as well as 
the reputation as the “go-
to grape guy.” Earlier this 
year, Wolf was named one 
of Wine Industry Advisor’s 
“most inspiring people” for 
his leadership, innovation, 
and inspiration in the in-
dustry.

What was once a crawl-
ing industry of just six 
wineries in 1980, Virginia’s 
wine-growing industry is 
now estimated at $1.73 bil-
lion. More than 300 win-
eries exist throughout the 
state today, thanks in part 
to Wolf ’s infl uence.

A dedicated educa-
tor and leader, Wolf has 
touched the lives  — and 
palates —  of wine lovers 
across the globe. Closer 
to home, he has made a 
lasting impression on his 

students and colleagues in 
the College of Agriculture 
and Life Sciences, Virginia 
Cooperative Extension, 
and the Alson H. Smith Jr. 
Agricultural Research and 
Extension Center.

Wolf retired from 36 
years of full-time service 
to the university earlier 
this year. He has worked 
part-time for the Virginia 
Agricultural Experiment 
Station for the past fi ve 
months, ending Aug. 24.

Refl ecting on his full-
bodied career, he rarely 
references personal ac-
complishments. Instead, 
he focuses on those who 
have inspired him, those 
who have guided him, and 
those who have so often 
called upon him to guide 
Virginia’s wine-growing in-
dustry into the future.

“As I look back over my 
career, maybe some of the 
most gratifying aspects of 
my job have been the re-
lationships I’ve established 
with stakeholders — with 
friends, I mean,” Wolf said.

Th e feeling is mutual, 

agree his friends, many of 
whom shared “Tony testi-
monials” in a wine publica-
tion when they learned of 
his retirement earlier this 
year.

“Undoubtedly, had 
Tony chosen another re-
gion, had the cards fallen 
some other way and Vir-
ginia was left without Tony 
Wolf, we would be 15 or 20 
years behind where we are 
now, maybe more,” wrote 
Nate Walsh of Walsh Fam-
ily Wine in Grape Press, 
the quarterly publication 
of the Virginia Vineyards 
Association.

“Th anks in good mea-
sure to Tony, we are now 
able to grow world-class 
grapes,” wrote Bill Tonkins 
of Veritas Vineyards and 
Winery.

“Tony taught us all to 
be better at what we do,” 
wrote Chris Hill, a vine-
yard consultant and long-
time friend of Wolf ’s. “He 
has been our fearless leader, 
and dang, we will miss 
him.”

By Mary Hardbarger

Viticulturist Tony Wolf has served at Virginia Tech for 36 years, most recently as 
the director of the Alson H. Smith Jr. Agricultural Research and Extension Center. 
Virginia Tech photo

VDOT ROAD WATCH
The following is a 

list of forecasted high-
way projects that may 
impact traffic traveling 
in the 12-county Salem 
Transportation District 
this week. Work sched-
ules and construction 
project timelines are al-
ways subject to change 
and weather dependent. 
The Salem District cov-
ers Bedford, Botetourt, 
Carroll, Craig, Floyd, 
Franklin, Giles, Henry, 
Montgomery, Patrick, 
Pulaski and Roanoke 
counties.

M O N T G O M E R Y 
COUNTY

I-81 NORTH-
BOUND AT EXIT 105 
NEW RIVER BRIDGE 
REPLACEMENT IN 
M O N T G O M E R Y 
COUNTY – Traffic on 
northbound I-81 has 
been switched onto 
the newly constructed 
bridge over the New 
River at the Montgom-
ery/Pulaski County 
line. The old bridge is 
being demolished. Lane 
and shoulder closures 
may be in place near 
exit 105. Lane closure 
may be in effect during 
the week from 8 p.m. to 
7 a.m. Shoulder closures 
may be in effect at any 
time during the week. 
Slow rolls may be per-
formed on I-81 in the 
north and southbound 
lanes from mile marker 
98 to 109. Speed limit is 
reduced to 60 miles per 
hour in the work zone. 
Shoulder closures will 
remain in place though 
the duration of the proj-
ect. Project completion 
is estimated by summer 
2023.

ROUTE 615 CUL-
VERT REPLACE-
MENT – Route 615 (Pi-
lot Road) is undergoing 
a culvert replacement 
located at the intersec-
tion of Pilot Road and 
Old Pike Road, across 
from the Pilot Post Of-
fice. Lane closures on 

Route 615 maintained 
by utilizing temporary 
traffic signals are in 
place through August 
2022. Flagging opera-
tions may be in place. 
Route 615 will be lim-
ited to one 10 foot lane.  
Expected completion is 
October 2022.

(NEW 7-22-22) * 
PATTERSON DRIVE 
BRIDGE WORK IN 
M O N T G O M E R Y 
COUNTY TO DE-
TOUR TRAFFIC 
NEAR ROANOKE 
COUNTY LINE – 
Through Sept. 2, Route 
669 (Patterson Drive) 
will be closed to through 
traffic due to work on 
the bridge over Bottom 
Creek. The bridge is 
located about 0.1 mile 
west of the Roanoke 
County line near Route 
669’s intersection with 
Route 637 (Bottom 
Creek Lane). Traffic can 
detour around the clo-
sure using Route 607 
(Bottom Creek Road) 
and Route 637 (Bottom 
Creek Lane). Electronic 
message boards will be 
in place to alert drivers 
to the upcoming bridge 
closure.

ROUTE 114 TURN 
LANE CONSTRUC-
TION - Road improve-
ments on Route 114 
(Peppers Ferry Road) 
for the construction of a 
new entrance to Belview 
Elementary School are 
underway.  Motorists 
should expect daily lane 
closures controlled by 
flagging forces.  Work is 
expected to last through 
August 2022.

INTERSTATE 81
INTERSTATE 81 

LANE WIDENING 
C O N S T R U C T I O N 
PROJECT EXIT 137 
TO EXIT 141 – A 
$179 million design-
build project to widen 
both directions of I-81 
between mile markers 
136.6 and 141.8 from 
two to three lanes is set 

to begin. Continuing 
through the summer, 
work will be performed 
on the inside and out-
side shoulders along a 
five mile section of both 
northbound and south-
bound Interstate 81 in 
Roanoke County and 
the city of Salem. The 
shoulders will be built 
up before a barrier wall 
can be installed for road 
crews to work behind. 
The Barrier wall will 
be installed along the 
shoulders in the spring 
and summer. Two lanes 
of I-81 traffic in each 
direction will remain 
open during the proj-
ect with periodic lane 
closures scheduled dur-
ing nighttime hours or 
outside of peak travel 
times as needed.  Driv-
ers can expect the fol-
lowing lane closures and 
upcoming impacts on 
northbound and south-
bound I-81:

Nightly lane closures 
may be in place along 
the right lane with 
possible nightly ramp 
narrows as needed for 
guardrail and shoulder 
strengthening.

·       Northbound 
I-81 lane closures from 
mile marker 138 to 142

·       Northbound 
I-81 exit and entrance 
ramp narrows possible 
at Route 311.

The project also in-
cludes replacing six 
bridges, widening two 
bridges, installing ap-
proximately 2.6 miles 
of sound barrier walls 
along northbound I-81, 
improving the south-
bound exit 137 off-ramp 
intersection at Wild-
wood Road and adding 
interchange lighting at 
exits 137, 140 and 141 
are also included in the 
project. Expected com-
pletion in early 2026. 

I-81 TROUTVILLE 
REST AREA CLO-
SURE - The Troutville 
Rest Area located on 
southbound Interstate 

81 near mile marker 
158 in Botetourt Coun-
ty is currently closed 
until Sept. 2, 2022. 
Signage indicating the 
closure has been posted 
in the rest area. Dur-
ing the closure, a tem-
porary concrete barrier 
wall will be installed in 
front of the facility. The 
rest area facility, ramps 
and parking lot will be 
closed to the public. 
This project will extend 
the ramp into the rest 
area by 500 feet and the 
ramp out of the rest area 
by 2,100 feet. It will 
also include expanding 
the truck parking area at 
the facility by about 10-
13 spaces. Work is ex-
pected to be completed 
in early fall 2022.

REST AREA OP-
TIONS: While the 
Troutville Rest Area 
is closed, southbound 
I-81 drivers can use 
the Fairfield Rest Area 
at mile marker 195 in 
Rockbridge County or 
the Radford Rest Area 
at mile marker 108 in 
Montgomery County. 
In addition, the Trout-
ville Weigh Station, lo-
cated on southbound 
I-81 at mile marker 
149, will have portable 
toilets, and parking will 
be temporarily available 
for commercial vehicles.

INTERSTATE 81 
LANE WIDENING 
C O N S T R U C T I O N 
EXIT 141 TO EXIT 
143 – A project to wid-
en the lanes on I-81 in 
Roanoke in both north-
bound and southbound 
directions between Exit 
141 to Exit 143 has been 
underway. All lanes now 
open and will remain 
open through winter 
with periodic lane clo-
sures at night as needed. 
The final surface paving 
and markings for north-
bound is underway this 
summer during night-
time hours, 8 p.m. to 6 
a.m. Drivers can expect 
rough pavement. Esti-

mated completion date 
of the project is summer 
2022.

INTERSTATE 581
ROUTE 581 

BRIDGE WORK 
OVER WILLIAMSON 
ROAD –On Route 11 
(Williamson Road) driv-
ers can expect intermit-
tent and alternating lane 
closures between the 
intersections with Ruth-
erford Avenue and Wells 
Avenue. Intermittent 
daytime and nighttime 
lane closures between 
the intersections above 
might be required, and 
will be in place utilizing 
flagging operations. Any 
impacts to I-581 will be 
minimal. The project is 
expected to be complete 
at the fall 2022.

LANE CLOSURES:
o   A left lane clo-

sure will be in place on 
northbound and south-
bound I-581 from mile 
marker 0-1, Monday at 
7 a.m. through Wednes-
day at 7 p.m.

o   A right lane clo-
sure will be in place on 
northbound and south-
bound I-581 from mile 
marker 0-1, Thursday at 
7 a.m. through Saturday 
at 7 p.m.

o   A left and center 
lane closure will be in 
place on northbound 
and southbound I-581 
from mile marker 0-1, 
Saturday at 5 p.m. 
through Sunday at 2 
p.m.   

·       A right lane clo-
sure may be in place on 
Route 11 northbound 
between the intersec-
tions of Rutherford Av-
enue and Wells Avenue 
periodically.

·       Nighttime left 
lane closures for both 
the northbound and 
southbound directions 
of Route 11 are possible 
between the intersec-
tions referenced above.

I-581 BRIDGE RE-
PAIRS – Weather per-
mitting, crews will re-
pair bridge decks on 
Interstate 581. Right, 
center and left lane clo-
sures will be in place 
northbound and south-
bound during nighttime 
hours, 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. 
the following morning. 
Drivers should watch 
for signs and expect pos-
sible delays. Scheduled 
traffic impacts include:

·       Left or right lane 
closures may be in place 
on I-581 northbound 
from Orange Avenue to 
Valley View Boulevard 
from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.  

·       Left or right 
lane closures may be in 
place on I-581 from Val-
ley View Boulevard to 
Orange Avenue from 6 
a.m. to 6 p.m.  

·       Flagging opera-
tions may be in place on 
Liberty Road NW from 

Lukens Street NE to 
Hunt Avenue NW from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

INTERSTATE 77 
(CARROLL COUNTY)

I-77 PAVING OPER-
ATIONS – Weather per-
mitting, crews will be 
performing paving op-
erations along Interstate 
77 between mile marker 
24 and 0.  Right and left 
lane closures may be in 
place along northbound 
and southbound lanes 
during nighttime hours, 
7 p.m. to 6 a.m. Drivers 
should watch for mov-
ing vehicles and equip-
ment. Expect possible 
delays.

ROANOKE CITY
13th STREET SE IM-

PROVEMENTS WITH 
DETOUR – A project 
to improve a portion 
of 13th Street SE in 
Roanoke is underway. 
Located in a residential 
neighborhood just east 
of downtown Roanoke, 
this project will improve 
traffic flow and connec-
tivity along 13th Street 
SE from Tazewell Ave-
nue to Norfolk Avenue. 
The project entails re-
constructing about 0.2-
mile of 13th Street as 
an improved, two-lane 
roadway with 10.5-foot-
wide travel lane and a 
raised median. A new 
roadway will extend 
13th Street to Norfolk 
Avenue and the intersec-
tion at 13th Street and 
Wise Avenue will be re-
configured to include a 
roundabout. Bike lanes, 
sidewalks, crosswalks 
and curb and gutter will 
also be added. South-
bound 13th Street traf-
fic has a detour in place 
using Norfolk Avenue 
onto 12th Street to 
Tazewell Avenue. This 
detour will be in place 
throughout the duration 
of this project. Signs 
will be posted to desig-
nate the detour route. 
Northbound 13th Street 
will remain open to traf-
fic. Flaggers may be pos-
sible and the speed limit 
through the work zone 
is 25 mph. The project 
is expected to be com-
pleted in summer 2023.

SURFACE TREAT-
MENT OPERATIONS 
– Weather permitting, 
crews are performing 
surface treatment opera-
tions on various routes.  
Lane closures may be in 
place and flaggers may 
control traffic at times 
during daylight hours.  
Drivers should watch 
for signs and expect pos-
sible delays. The road 
surface may be rough 
for several weeks after 
surface treatment is ap-
plied. Once it packs 
down, the road surface 
will be brushed and re-

See VDOT, page 9
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ADVERTISE!
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AUCTIONS 
ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:  Advertise your 
upcoming auctions statewide and in 
other states. Affordable Print and Digital 
Solutions reaching your target audienc-
es. Call this paper or Landon Clark at 
Virginia Press Services 804-521-7576,  
HYPERLINK “mailto:landonc@vpa.net” 
landonc@vpa.net
FARM EQUIPMENT 
Landowners – Leasing Your Land To 
Hunters? Double your income with 
Base Camp Leasing’s hunters & reduce 
risk with FREE liability insurance. Call 
for a free quote (888) 871-1982
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
American Standard Walk-In Tubs. Buy 
from a brand you trust. Patented Quick-
Drain® technology. 44 hydrotherapy 
jets. Lifetime warranty on tub and in-
stallation! FREE in-home consultation 
at your convenience. Limited time offer 
- $1,500 in savings includes a FREE 
right-height toilet. Call 1-855-864-5500
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-877-614-6667
GENERAC Standby Generators pro-
vide backup power during utility power 
outages, so your home and family stay 
safe and comfortable. Prepare now. 
Free 7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote today! 
Call for additional terms and conditions. 
1-877-636-0738

*Limit one off er per household. Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Shelves. EXP. 12/31/22. 
Independently owned and operated franchise. © 2022 ShelfGenie SPV LLC. All rights Reserved.

Your kitchen 
wishes granted.

12
NO 

INTEREST
NO 

PAYMENTS
*On Approved Credit*

MONTH50% OFF
INSTALL!

Custom storage solutions for your new or existing cabinets makes space for 

everything, so you can spend your time making memories. 

Call for Your FREE Design Consultation
(866) 982-2260

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(844) 947-1479

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

1-877-614-6667CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

T
H

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at 
LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  
License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  
License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC 
License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 
366920918 Registration#
License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

STATEWIDE  ADS

The Generac PWRcell, a solar plus 
battery storage system. SAVE money, 
reduce your reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and power
your home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation, quote 
today. Call 1-833-688-1378
Replace your roof with the best look-
ing and longest lasting material – steel
from Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles
and multiple colors available. Guar-
anteed to last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer - $500 Discount + Additional 10% 
off install (for military, health workers & 
1st responders.) Call Erie Metal Roofs:
1-844-902-4611
The bathroom of your dreams for as lit-
tle as $149/month! BCI Bath & Shower. 
Many options available. Quality materi-
als & professional installation. Senior 
& Military Discounts Available. Limited 
Time Offer - FREE virtual in-home con-
sultation now and SAVE 15%! Call To-
day! 1-844-945-1631
Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-In 
Tub. Comprehensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE shower pack-
age and $1600 Off for a limited time!
Call today! Financing available. Call
Safe Step 1-877-591-9950
RECRUITMENT
HIRING? Promote job listings region-
ally or statewide! Affordable Print and 
Digital Advertising Solutions reaching 
potential candidates. Call this paper 
or Landon Clark at Virginia Press 
Services 804-521-7576,  HYPERLINK 
“mailto:landonc@vpa.net” landonc@
vpa.net
SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested, $395+$86
court cost. WILLS-$225.00. No court
appearance. Estimated completion time 
twenty-one days. Hilton Oliver, Attorney 
(Facebook). 757-490-0126. Se Habla 
Espanol. BBB Member.  HYPERLINK 
“https://hiltonoliverattorneyva.com” ht-
tps://hiltonoliverattorneyva.com. 
Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED 
Life Insurance! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other  nal expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 
844-509-1697 or visit  HYPERLINK 
“http://www.Life55plus.info/vapress” 
www.Life55plus.info/vapress
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call
888-608-4974
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the details!
1-888-550-3083 www.dental50plus.
com/virginia #6258

Yard Sales - Salem

The Estate of Betty 
Harrison 

 

Wanted to Buy

I buy all boats, 
RVs, and vehicles 

5409158757 
 CASH 

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD 

For Sale - Misc

FOR SALE  

Help Wanted - 
Health Care

HOUSEKEEPING 
WORKERS $1,000 

Sign on Bonus 
FLOOR CARE 
TECHNICIAN 

$1,500.00 Sign on 
Bonus 

 

Help Wanted

Quality Inn Radford 

Help Wanted

Part Time  
Newspaper  

Production Help  

KENNEL 
ASSISTANT  

Home 
Improvements

Need a handyman?

Licensed and insured 
contractor. 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

OF 2238 HOUSTON 
MINES ROAD, 

TROUTVILLE, VA 
24175 

VIRGINIA: IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT 
OF THE COUNTY 

OF MONTGOMERY 
Case No. CL22-1 

082  
COUNTY OF 

MONTGOMERY, 
VIRGINIA, A 

Political 
Subdivision of the 
Commonwealth of 

Virginia, 
Complainant, v. 

ELIZABETH 
MORGAN, ET AL. 
Respondent(s). 

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Blvd, Suite 101, Rockville, 
MD 20852, 301-961-6555, 
website: www.bwwsales.
com. VA-314471-3.

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION  

 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

Public Notice  
Environmental 

Permit  

Legals - Botetourt 
County

Legals - City of 
Radford

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

Order of 
Publication 

Commonwealth of 
Virginia 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

Legals - 
Montgomery 

County

ADVERTISE!
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Robin Jewell
Senior Loan Officer / NMLS# 235597

540.309.5013
rjewell@embracehomeloans.com
www.embracehomeloans.com/robin-jewell
5044 Keagy Road, Suite H100 
Roanoke, VA 24018

Embrace Home Loans, Inc. (NMLS ID#2184) is licensed in VA. 
(www.nmlsconsumeraccess.com)

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street -  New Castle, VA

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Roof 
Replacement 

& Repair
540-966-0688
PO Box 630 

Daleville, VA 24083

Lisa Martin,   REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA  24083

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

A GREAT DEAL IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS!

To place your ad, call 389-9355

BAG 

Repairs • New Sales • Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908
Licensed & Insured 

carpetroanoke.com

CARPET 
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE 
FLOORS

SENIOR FOR 
SENIORS
PAINTING & 
RESIDENTIAL 

MAINTENANCE
Cell: 

540-293-4271

ROOF 

LEAKS?

Call for a FREE Estimate

BUSINESS SERVICES  DIRECTORY

To place your ad here, call 540-389-9355 

With over 40 years of experience

540-556-3100

ROANOKE’S #2 NEWS 
TALK AND SPORTS 

RADIO STATION
(nielson fall2021book)
www.foxradioroanoke.com    

(540) 343-7109

CENTURY 21
Wampler Realty
64 Wendover Road
Daleville, Va 24083
Cell: 540-312-7792
Office: 540-992-2500
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com 

SHERRYE
FLESHMAN

REALTOR®
Each office is independently
owned and operated

   
   H

OUSE NEED A BATH?
SIDEWALKS

DRIVEWAYS

GUTTERS

HOUSES

DECKS

PORCHES

Master Sergeant Taylor’s Pressure Washing, LLC
Garry Taylor

(252) 626-8708     USMC RETIRED    drillinstr@gmail.com

ADVERTISE!
Place your ad here, 
call 540-389-9355 

540.353.7173 cell
540.989.4555 office
tbenson@mkbrealtors.com

Rory “Tater” Benson, 
REALTOR®

ADVERTISE!
Place your ad here, 
call 540-389-9355 

HELPFUL SOLUTIONS HOME CARE SERVICES
“Your Family is Our Family”

                                  

Our philosophy is Honesty and Integrity is our best policy. 

ADVERTISE!
Place your ad here, 
call 540-389-9355 

Forever 
Young

Forever Young
7770 Peppers Ferry 

Boulevard
Call today at 

540-639-1986 or 
540-831-8111

RESEARCH 
YOUR OPTIONS

* Private Care
* Private Pay
* All Levels of Care  
 including Hospice
* Personal References
 Available Upon 
 Request

IMMEDIATE 
VACANCY – 
ACT NOW!!

Providing 
Compassionate Care

In a Home Environment

To place a 
classifi ed ad, call 

540-389-9355 

If you believe 
in your business 

and want to 
build it...

ADVERTISE!
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Montgomery Sports
Finish the 5K results.

5K run
First, Colby Bur-

cham, 18:20.46; 2) 
Derek Scheidt,; 3) 
Ryan Hanrick; 4) 
Cody Rush; 5) Isaac 
Nield; 6) Grace Boone; 
7) Clint Gault; 8) Da-
vid Whitfield; 9) Zoi-
ee Williams; 10) Esra 
Nield; 11) David Ken-
nedy; 12) Ethan Mills; 
13) Jeremy Beckner; 
14) Whitney Kirtner; 
15) Robert McKeown; 
16) Derek Specht; 17) 
Kyle Neild; 18) Kelsey 
Frey; 19) David Ad-
kins; 20) Danielle 
Williams; 21) Patrick 
Wessler; 22) Annalise 
Howard; 23) Nathan 
Desper; 24) Shawn 
Christian; 25) Con-
nie Adkins; 26) Chi-
tra Ranaganathan; 27) 
Hope Velickovic; 28) 
Leah Hill; 29) Jenni-
fer Rezac; 30) Gianna 
Wessler; 31) Brittany 

Lester; 32) Coleen 
Wessler; 33) Josh Mar-
tin; 34) Kelsey Lester; 
35) Jackson Rush; 
36) Tiffany Rush; 37) 
Phil Mia; 38) Jennifer 
Spencer; 39) Morgan 
Wills; 40) Jennifer 
Finney Goad.

Finish the 5K Walk
First, Cheryl Cox, 

43:23.14; 2) Ter-
ri Pecora; 3) Kevin 
Hosey; 4) Tim Miles; 
5) Gwen Million; 6) 
Linda Merriman; 7) 
Aundrea Willis; 8) 
Jordan Haislip; 9) 
Jennifer Cart; 10) 
William Bell; 11) Eva 
Reynolds; 12) Kim 
Link; 13) Jordan Link; 
14) Vanessa Williams; 
15) Larissa Reynolds; 
16) Cindy Campbell; 
17) Tabitha Campbell; 
18) Debbie Burdette; 
19) Robin Deulio; 20) 
Kate Turner; 21) Mor-
gan Fenton.

Tech basketball player honors mother in 5K
At 7-1, Patrick Wessler towers 

over a lot of people. Saturday, he 
just wanted to be one of the 50 
participants at the Seventh annual 
Finish the Fight 5K on the Huck-
leberry Trail.

Wessler was there to support 
his mother, Colleen, who had 
battled breast cancer.

Wessler is a freshman on the 
Virginia Tech basketball team 
and is originally from Matthews, 
North Carolina.

Colleen Wessler was diagnosed 
with breast cancer in 2014 and 
had a double mastectomy. She 
underwent fi ve months of chemo 
treatments and is now in emis-
sion.

“I have always tried to give 
back, and it was special to run 
today with Patrick and his sister,” 
Colleen said.

Breast cancer is the most com-
monly diagnosed cancer among 
American women. Th e American 
Cancer Society says about 1 in 8 
U.S. women (about 13%) will de-
velop invasive breast cancer over 
the course of their lifetimes.

Patrick was only 10 years old 

when he saw his mother begin her 
battle with cancer. Now, he said, it 
was important to run with her in the 
local race while supporting others go-
ing through something similar.

“It was important for me to be 
here today,” he said.

Patrick served as the grand marshal 

for the 5K race and then ran himself, 
winning his age group.

Th e event was started by Chris-
tiansburg’s Jennifer Rush, whose 
mother died of cancer.

All proceeds benefi t this year’s re-
cipients, Jackie Haynes and Regina 
Clark.

PHOTO BY MARTY GORDON
Virginia Tech basketball player Patrick Wessler (left) joined his mother, 
Colleen, (middle) and his sister, Gianna, (right) in participating in a 5K race 
on Saturday that honors individuals battling breast cancer and other similar 
ailments.

Hokie Fan Day

Families from throughout the state were given a chance on Sunday to show their 
Hokie spirit during the football program’s annual Fan Day.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF VT ATHLETICS
Youngsters got a chance on Sunday to meet Virginia Tech cheerleaders and football 
players. 

turn to a more smooth 
surface.

ROANOKE COUN-
TY

ROUTE 311 AND 
ROUTE 419 ROUND-
ABOUT AT HANG-
ING ROCK - A road 
project to replace the 
signalized intersection 
of Route 311 and Route 
419 in Roanoke County 
at Hanging Rock with a 
roundabout underway. 
During the remaining 
construction, lane clo-
sures may be in place. 
Drivers should expect 
the following:

Through November: 
The new roundabout 
is now open to traf-
fic. Drivers should still 
expect nighttime lane 
closures with flaggers 
between 9 p.m. and 6 
a.m., Sunday through 
Thursday around the 
roundabout for final 
paving, pavement mark-
ing and sign installa-
tion.

ROUTE 419 TURN 
LANE EXTENSION 
AT COLONIAL AV-
ENUE - Nighttime 
road work to lengthen 
the left turn lane from 
Route 419 onto Colo-
nial Avenue in Roanoke 
County is underway. 
Drivers should expect 
nighttime lane closures, 
Sunday night through 
Friday morning between 
7 p.m. and 6 a.m., in 
both directions of Route 
419 at Colonial Avenue. 
In addition, there may 
be daytime lane clo-
sures on Route 419 for 
paving outside of peak 
travel times.

ROUTE 628 CUL-

VERT REPLACE-
MENT – Route 628 
(Greenridge Road) is 
undergoing a culvert 
replacement located .25 
miles east of the road’s 
entrance from Route 
780 (Cove Road). Lane 
closures on Route 628 
maintained by utilizing 
temporary traffic signals 
will be in place through 
August 2022. Expected 
completion is October 
2022.  

ROUTE 760 (DI-
UGUIDS LANE) 
BRIDGE REPLACE-
MENT & DETOUR – 
A project to replace the 
Route 760 (Diuguids 
Lane) bridge over the 
Roanoke River is under-
way with preliminary 
work. The bridge is lo-
cated at the Salem city 
limits near Route 760’s 
intersection with Route 
639 (West Riverside 
Drive). Typical work 
hours are expected to be 
Monday through Sat-
urday during daytime 
hours with occasional 
work on Sunday. Flag-
ging operations may be 
in place periodically and 
occasional night work 
is possible. Drivers can 
expect short-term lane 
closures with flaggers 
controlling traffic on 
West Riverside Drive 
periodically. Access to 
Green Hill Park, private 
entrances and business-
es will be maintained at 
all times. Completion is 
expected in the winter 
of 2022.

Flagging operations 
will be in place through 
the end of September, 
Monday through Fri-
day, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., 

on southbound Diu-
guids Lane as well as the 
intersection of Harbor-
wood Road/W Riverside 
Drive. A right lane clo-
sure northbound may 
also be in place, Mon-
day through Friday. 

BEDFORD COUN-
TY

ROUTE 805 CUL-
VERT REPLACE-
MENT - Effective 
August 23 at 8 a.m., a 
section of Route 805 
(Stone Mountain Road) 
will be closed for repair 
of a substructure and 
install a concrete slab 
span. This closure will 
be located 0.65 mile 
south of Route 743 
(Bold Branch Road) 
and 0.50 of a mile 
north of Route 737 (Ay-
ers Road). The road is 
scheduled to be open on 
September 23 at 4 p.m.

ROUTE 221 INTER-
SECTION IMPROVE-
MENTS – A project 
to improve safety and 
operations at three sig-
nalized intersections is 
underway. Two inter-
sections are on Route 
221 in Bedford County 
in the Salem District 
and one is at Route 
460 Business (Timber-
lake Road) and Route 
622 (Waterlick Road) 
in Campbell County in 
the Lynchburg District. 
In Bedford County, this 
project will improve 
two adjacent signalized 
intersections in the For-
est area on Route 221 
at Route 1425 (Graves 
Mill Road) and at 
Route 1426 (Gristmill 
Drive). Most work will 
be performed during 

nighttime hours, Mon-
day through Friday, 6 
p.m. – 7 a.m. the next 
morning. Drivers may 
see shoulder and lane 
closures during daytime 
hours on the weekends. 
The project is expect-
ed to be completed in 
spring 2023.

ROUTE 655 IN-
TERSECTION AND 
SAFETY IMPROVE-
MENTS – Construc-
tion to improve the in-
tersection and shoulders 
on Route 655 and vari-
ous locations from 0.91 
mile north of the Route 
653 and 655 (Good-
view Road and Route 
616 (Horseshoe Bend 
Road) to 0.038 mile 
north of the Route 655 
(Good View Road) and 
Route 616 (Horseshoe 
Bend Road) is under-
way. Flagging opera-
tions at the intersection 
of Goodview Road and 
Horseshoe Bend will 
be in place during the 
week and work hours of 
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. The ex-
pected completion date 
is the end of September 
2022.

ROUTE 623 CUL-
VERT REPLACE-
MENT - A section of 
Route 623 (Turkey Foot 
Road) in Campbell 
County on the Bedford 
County line isclosed to 
replace a culvert which 
carries Buffalo Creek. 
This structure is located 
.18 mile north of Route 
460 and 0.68 mile south 
of the Bedford/Camp-
bell County line. There 
will be signage for a de-
tour. The road has now 
been rescheduled to 
open Sept. 9, 2022, due 

to recent flooding on 
the project, additional 
bedrock removal, and 
utility work.

ROUTE 619 CUL-
VERT REPLACE-
MENT – A project to 
replace a culvert on 
Route 619 is under-
way. Route 619 will 
be reduced to one lane 
with a temporary signal 
controlling traffic from 
Route 1460 to Route 
839. Expected comple-
tion of the project is the 
end of September 2022.

ROUTE 715 
BRIDGE REPLACE-
MENT – A bridge re-
placement project over 
Norfolk Southern Rail-
road has closed Route 
715 (Lowry Road). The 
bridge is located 0.085 
mile south of Norfolk 
Southern Railroad to 
0.048 mile north of 
Norfolk Southern Rail-
road on Route 715. 
Message boards will 
alert drivers. This re-
placement will change 
the current single lane 
steel and wooden bridge 
to a two-lane concrete 
bridge. A detour will be 
in place. Travelers will 
use Route 671 (Timber 
Ridge Road) to Route 
221 (Forrest Road). The 
detour will remain in 
place until project com-
pletion which is sched-
uled for Fall 2022.

SURFACE TREAT-
MENT OPERATIONS 
– Weather permitting, 
crews will begin surface 
treatment operations on 
various routes.  Lane 
closures may be in place 
and flaggers may control 
traffic at times during 
daylight hours.  Drivers 

should watch for signs 
and expect possible de-
lays. The road surface 
may be rough for sev-
eral weeks after surface 
treatment is applied. 
Once it packs down, 
the road surface will be 
brushed and return to a 
more smooth surface.

ROUTE 122 UTIL-
ITY WORK - MMI 
will be installing fiber 
optic along 122 from 
the Franklin County 
line to the Town of 
Bedford line and Route 
460 eastbound from 
the Town of Bedford 
to Alum Springs Road. 
This work will be ongo-
ing. Motorists should 
expect shoulder or lane 
closures for travel in 
both directions. Inter-
mittent slow rolls will 
be required for periods 
lasting no longer than 
15 minutes.

ROUTE 619 CUL-
VERT REPLACE-
MENT – Crews are 
replacing a culvert on 
Route 619 with a road 
closure in place. The 
closure is being oper-
ated by temporary sig-
nals through August 26, 
not to exceed 90 days. A 
flagging operation will 
be used as needed on 
Route 619 from Route 
1460 to Route 839 dur-
ing the hours of 7 a.m. 
to 5:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. Expect-
ed completion is the 
end of September 2022.   

B O T E T O U R T 
COUNTY

ROUTE 11 BU-
CHANAN BRIDGE 

VDOT from page 6

See VDOT, page 10
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Be sure to 

‘Like’ the News 

Messenger on Facebook.

Fall Classes Begin
August 22

www.nr.edu/register
Registration Now Open

Register online at chcnrv.org.

 

Community Health Center of the 
New River Valley welcomes Jean 
R. Duetsch, MSN, CPNP-PC, 
IBCLC. 
Jean is passionate about 
pediatric health and served as a 
nurse lactation consultant before 
becoming a nurse practitioner. 
She believes healthcare providers 
should prioritize listening, 
educating, and providing 
respectful, family-centered 
solutions and support.
Duetsch received her Master of 
Science in Nursing from Old 
Dominion University in 2021 and 
will receive her Doctor of Nursing 
Practice in May of 2023. She also 
holds degrees from the 
University of Delaware School of 

Nursing and William & Mary. She is licensed as a Nurse 
Practitioner, Registered Nurse, Certified Pediatric Nurse 
Practitioner – Primary Care, and International Board-
Certified Lactation. 

Jean R. Duetsch, MSN, 
CPNP-PC, IBCLC

MEDICAL  |  DENTAL   |   BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

Community Health Center accepts patients with or without insurance.

STILL HAVEN’T GOTTEN YOUR COVID 

VACCINE? WE CAN HELP. 

chcnrv.orgLike us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/NRVCHC/

GILES CENTER  |  540.921.3502  
219 South Buchanan Street  |  Pearisburg, VA 24134

MONTGOMERY CENTER  |  540.381.0820 
215 Roanoke Street  |  Christiansburg, VA 24073

DUBLIN CENTER   |  540.585.1310 
5826 Ruebush Road  |  Dublin, VA 24084

GILES HIGH SCHOOL  |  540.381.0820 
1825 Wenonah Ave  |  Pearisburg, VA 24134

Long term neighbor.

Great new provider.

Haugh-radford/cburg.indd   1 8/11/22   1:25 PM
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Locally Owned and Operated Since 1963

���������	
���������������������������������������������� ��

Hearing Aid Sales & Service, Inc.
ANDERSON AUDIOLOGY

Hear Better Live Better
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CROSSWORD ANSWERS

PROJECT - A con-
struction project on the 
Route 11 Bridge in the 
Town of Buchanan is 
underway. Water Street 
will be closed, and driv-
ers should expect lane 
closures with flagging 
operations. Message 
boards are present to 
alert and update driv-
ers.

ROUTE 817 (OLD 
RAIL ROAD) BRIDGE 
WORK – Old Rail Road 
in Oriskany is closed 
for repairs to the bridge 
over Craig’s Creek, 
the historic McCallis-
ter Truss Bridge. The 
bridge is located 0.60 
miles from Route 704 
(Branchwater Road) 
and 0.20 miles from 
Route 770 (Edlo Lane). 
The bridge will be 
closed during daytime 
hours, 8 a.m. through 5 
p.m., Monday through 
Thursday, when the wa-
ter level is low. Work on 
this bridge is restricted 
when water in the creek 
is high. All traffic be-
tween 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
will use the Edlo Ford. 
Signs have been posted 
to alert drivers. Esti-
mated time for comple-
tion is the fall of 2022.

CARROLL COUN-
TY

ROUTE 645 CUL-
VERT REPLACE-
MENT – Partial re-
moval and demolition 
of the existing culvert 
on Route 645 (Stone 
Mountain Road) is un-
derway. The road will 
be closed for removal of 
existing culvert and in-
stallation of a new box 
culvert. A detour will be 
in place at the intersec-
tions of Route 645 and 
Route 618 and Route 
645 and Route 638. Es-
timated completion is 
April 2023.

ROUTE 58 WEST-
BOUND BRIDGE RE-
PLACEMENT - Work 
has begun to replace 

the bridge on Route 
58 westbound over 
Crooked Creek near the 
Woodlawn area. The 
bridge is located be-
tween the intersections 
with Route 822 (Field-
view Road) and Route 
887 (Glendale Road).  
Initially, the project 
will focus on construct-
ing crossovers between 
the above-mentioned 
intersections with inter-
mittent and temporary 
single lane closures in 
place. These crossovers 
are temporary during 
the bridge replacement 
with single lanes in each 
direction until the end 
of the project. Once the 
crossovers are complete, 
Route 58 westbound 
will be temporarily de-
toured through the left 
lane of Route 58 east-
bound, limiting travel 
in each direction to a 
single lane. A right lane 
closure will be in place 
traveling westbound 
and a left lane closure 
traveling eastbound. 
The project is sched-
uled to be completed in 
December 2022.

TRAFFIC SHIFT 
– A traffic shift is in 
place reducing both 
directions to one lane 
near Glendale Drive. It 
will be in place for ap-
proximately 12 months 
or until fall 2022. All 
eastbound traffic will 
use the existing right 
eastbound lane. All 
westbound traffic will 
be shifted to the exist-
ing left eastbound lane.

·       Right lane clo-
sures may be in place 
on Route 58 eastbound 
between Route 822 
(Fieldview Road) and 
Route 887 (Glendale 
Road). 

CRAIG COUNTY
ROUTE 311 

BRIDGE REPLACE-
MENT OVER MEAD-
OW CREEK – Tem-
porary signals began 

controlling traffic 
across the bridge are 
in place throughout 
the project. Construc-
tion will begin on the 
northbound side of the 
bridge and once com-
pleted, work will switch 
to the southbound side. 
In addition, a section of 
Route 646 (Allen Street) 
between Route 650 
and Route 311 will be 
closed during construc-
tion and a signed de-
tour will be in place. All 
traffic will be detoured 
to Marshall Street and 
Kanawha Street to ac-
cess either 311 or the 
homes located off Allen 
Street. Speed limit will 
be reduced to 35 mph 
in the work zone with 
a width restriction of 
9 feet. Drivers should 
expect delays and al-
low extra travel time 
through the work zone. 
Weather permitting, the 
bridge is expected to be 
open to traffic by the 
end of 2022.

FLOYD COUNTY
ROUTE 728 

BRIDGE WORK 
CLOSURE – A section 
of Route 728 (Reed-
ville Road) is closed 
for bridge work on the 
bridge over West Fork 
Little River. This clo-
sure is located 0.4 mile 
from Route 729 and 0.8 
mile from Route 743. 
The road is scheduled 
to be completed on Au-
gust 19.

FRANKLIN COUN-
TY

ROUTE 865 RURAL 
RUSTIC PROJECT - 
Route 865 (Timberline 
Road) construction is 
underway for a rural 
rustic project which be-
gins at 0.24 mile west 
of Route 781 to 0.38 
mile north of Route 
781. Drivers can expect 
intermittent flagging as 
needed. The scheduled 
completion date is Oc-

VDOT from page 9

tober 13, 2022.
ROUTE 834 AND 

670 ROUNDABOUT 
PROJECT – The round-
about project at Route 
834 (Brooks Mill Road) 
and Route 670 (Burnt 
Chimney Road) is un-
derway. Flaggers will 
be controlling traffic 
around the intersection 
of Route 670 (Burnt 
Chimney Road) and 
Route 834 (Brooks Mill 
Road) on weekdays dur-
ing the spring and sum-
mer months. The speed 
limit will be reduced 
to 35 mph in the work 
zone. Drivers should 
expect traffic shifts and 
new traffic patterns 
throughout the duration 
of the project as turn 
lanes and portions of 
the new roundabout are 
being constructed. The 
new roundabout with 
lighting is anticipated 
to open to traffic in fall 
2022. Overall project is 
expected to be complet-
ed in early 2023. 

GILES COUNTY
ROUTE 673 ROAD 

WIDENING AND RE-
SURFACING – The 
widening, stabilizing, 
and resurfacing of Route 
673 (Penvir Road) is 
underway. Work begins 
at the intersection with 
Route 61 (Wolf Creek 
Highway) through 1.2 
miles south of the inter-
section. Drivers can ex-
pect intermittent single 
lane closures controlled 
by flagging operations. 
Expected completion is 
September 2022.

HENRY COUNTY
ROUTE 220 BUSI-

NESS NORTH-
BOUND BRIDGE RE-
PLACEMENT OVER 
REED CREEK – The 
Route 220 Business 
northbound bridge over 
Reed Creek is sched-
uled for a replacement 

beginning the end of 
August or first part of 
September. It is located 
on Route 220 Business 
over Reed Creek ap-
proximately 0.4 miles 
east of the Route 220 
and Route 220 Busi-
ness intersection. The 
bridge work will require 
the northbound bridge 
being restricted to one 
lane of travel across the 
bridge throughout the 
duration of the proj-
ect. The bridge will 
have a width restric-
tion in place of 13’ 6”. 
Message boards will be 
in place to alert driv-
ers. Expected comple-
tion date is September 
2024.

ROUTE 220 
SOUTH RIDGEWAY 
SAFETY IMPROVE-
MENTS - Construc-
tion is underway for 
safety improvements 
on Route 220 South 
from VA/NC State line 
to Route 688 at mile 
marker 3.06.  There 
will be a left lane clo-
sure in place until 
the work is complete. 
Completion is expected 
in October 2022.

PATRICK COUN-
TY

ROUTE 58 LOV-
ER’S LEAP PROJECT 
– Construction is un-
derway on the Lover’s 
Leap area of Route 58. 
Current work includes 
clearing and grading 
activities on the west 
and east portions of the 
project. While traffic 
impacts are limited in 
the east section, flag-
ging operations may 
be in place in the west 
section. While detour 
signs in a fluorescent 

pink color are in place, 
these do not designate 
a permanent or sched-
uled detour. The signed 
detour route is suit-
able for all traffic dur-
ing incidents includ-
ing tractor-trailers and 
other large vehicles. 
These signs are used for 
incident detours only. 
Message boards are in 
place to alert traffic 
and drivers should ex-
pect delays. Estimated 
completion date is May 
2026.

·       BLASTING 
NOTICE: Blasting 
operations are under-
way on the project. 
Intermittent blasting 
will be scheduled be-
tween 9 a.m. and 3 
p.m. on weekdays and 
continue at various lo-
cations on the project 
through summer of 
2025. The first blasting 
will impact traffic in 
the vicinity of Dehart 
Botanical Gardens, ap-
proximately 1.7 miles 
east of the Lovers Leap 
Mountain overlook and 
Fred Clifton Park. For 
blasting that is close 
to Route 58, traffic in 
both directions may be 
blocked for approxi-
mately 15-20 min-
utes at a time. Drivers 
and residents along 
the Route 58 corridor 
should expect loud 
noise and allow extra 
travel time. Electronic 
message boards will be 
used to inform drivers 
of scheduled blasting 
that will impact traffic.

PULASKI 
COUNTY
None at this time.
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