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Saturday, January 7, 2023

Ofticers engage in five-hour standoft with
suspect at Radford’s Second Street 2000 block

RADFORD - On Jan. 1,
approximately 10:15 a.m., officers with
the Radford City Police Department were
dispatched to the 2000 block of Second
Street to respond to a report that a male was
threatening to shoot law enforcement and
himself if police were called to the residence.

Upon arrival at the residence, officers
established a perimeter and attempted
communication with the barricaded male
subject within the residence. The on-scene
investigation revealed that the male subject
had assaulted a female victim prior to the

Blacksburg

2023 at

Serving Montgomery County Since 1869

disturbance call being placed.

The Radford City Police Department
SWAT team was called to the scene along
with crisis negotiators from the Virginia State
Police. The Virginia Tech Police Department
officers also provided resources during the
incident.

After nearly a 5-hour standoff, the subject
was taken into custody without incident. No
injuries resulted from this incident to the
suspect or to the officers involved.

Jonathan N. Jarels, 20, of Radford was

charged with one misdemeanor count of

www.ourvalley.org

News Messenger

Christiansburg

domestic assault and battery. He is being held
at the New River Valley Regional Jail. v
Radford City Police Chief Jeff Dodson
said, “I am truly appreciative for the Virginia
State Police and the Virginia Tech Police
Department for their assistance during this
incident. I am thankful for the skill and the
training of our SWAT team members in
working to bring this critical incident to a and battery after being

peaceful resolution.”

~ News Messenger staﬁ" report
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Jonathan N. Jarels, 20,
of Radford was charged
with one misdemeanor
count of domestic assault

arrested in Radford on
New Year’s Day. He is
being held in the New
River Valley Regional Jail.

Virginia Skyline Girl Scouts
kick off 2023 cookie season

This week, Girl Scout
cookies are rolling into
the Virginia  Skyline
Council region, and booth
sales officially begin this
weekend. New to the 2023
cookie season, the online
exclusive raspberry rally
cookie joins the iconic
lineup, alongside classic
family favorites such
as thin mints, Samoas,
tagalongs, and do-si-dos.

Consumers can support
their local Girl Scout
troops by purchasing
their favorite varieties and
trying the new, online
exclusive Raspberry Rally,
a thin crispy cookie
infused with raspberry
flavor and dipped in the
same delicious chocolaty
coating as the thin mints
cookies. This new cookie
will be the first in the
Girl Scout cookie lineup
to be exclusively offered
for sale online and direct
shipment only. Local
troops will be selling them
online starting Feb. 27.

The Girl Scout cookie

program is the world’s
largest  entrepreneurial
program for girls. Girl
Scouts’ newly updated
financial literacy badges
offer  entrepreneurial
playbooks for every age
level. From the Cookie
Goal Setter badge earned
as a Daisy Girl Scout
to the Entrepreneur
Accelerator for girls in
high school, the Girl Scout
cookie program teaches

girls financial literacy,
planning,  budgeting,
teamwork,  innovative

thinking, and confident
decision making.

The Girl Scout cookie
season will run undil
March 31 in the Virginia
Skyline Council region.
Fans of Girl Scout cookies
can support Gitl Scouting
by purchasing cookies
for $6.00 a box in a few
different ways:

Anyone knowing a
registered  Girl  Scout
can reach out to her to
find out how she’s selling
cookies this year.

Consumers who don’t
know a Girl Scout can visit
www.gsvsc.org/cookies to
use the official Girl Scout
Cookie Finder and find
cookie booths in the area.

Beginning Feb. 27,
consumers may enter their
zip code into the Girl
Scout Cookie Finder at
www.girlscoutcookies.org
to purchase from a local
Girl Scout troop online
for shipment directly to
the home or to donate
cookies to first responders
and local causes.

Girl Scouts in grades
K-12 can start their
journey to fun, friendship,
and new experiences
by joining the world’s
largest  entrepreneurial
organization for girls at
any point in the year. Girls
can join, and adults can
become a volunteer at
www.gitlscouts.org/join.

~ News Messenger staff

report

‘Good Morning America
films segment with Virginia
Tech Transportation Institute

PHOTO BY ERIC HOLBROOK FOR VIRGINIA TECH

Virginia Tech Transportation Institute researcher Matt Camden speaks with “Good
Morning America” reporter Stephanie Ramos.

By Jacob Levin

Research shows that car, pickup
truck, and SUV drivers, including
teens, initiate more than 75 percent of
incidents involving heavy trucks. “Good
Morning America” visited the Virginia
Tech Transportation Insticute (VITI)
to provide its viewers with a first-person
perspective of what it is like to drive a
truck on the road and tips on how to
safely drive around them during the busy
holiday travel season. The segment aired
on Dec. 23.

The segment featured the Sharing the
Road with Trucks program — which has
reached more than 15,000 students since
its inception in 2018. During the filmed
segment, reporter Stephanie Ramos
climbed into the driver’s seat to report
on what she could and couldn’ see from
the perspective of a truck driver. She

could not see multiple cars surrounding
the truck because of its large blind spots.

Martt Camden, Mark Golusky, and
Scott Tidwell lead the VI'TI Sharing the
Road team that travels to high schools
across the mid-Atlantic to provide
engaging learning opportunities for new
teen drivers. During the demonstration,
teen participants have the opportunity
to see a truck up close and experience
the large blind spots from a driver’s
perspective behind the steering wheel
to reinforce how difficult it is to see
surrounding objects. This teaches teens
how to pass these trucks safely and
efficiently.

Currently, the program operates in
five states — Virginia, Delaware, West
Virginia, North Carolina, and Maryland
— with hopes of expanding nationwide.

See GMA at VT, page 4
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According to U-Haul’s growth index analyzing customer moves in 2022, Virginia

is the No.-5 growth state in America.

U-Haul ranks Virginia
the No. 5 growth state
in the country in 2022

Due to fewer people leaving Virginia,
the commonwealth netted a larger
percentage of arrivals to climb 26 spots
from its No. 31 growth ranking in 2021
to the No.-5 spot in 2022.

Do-it-yourself movers arriving in
Virginia accounted for 50.5% of all
one-way U-Haul truck traffic in and
out of Virginia (49.5% departures) to
make it a top-10 growth state for the
first time since 2015.

“Within the last six to eight months
there has been steady migration into
Virginia, particularly in the rural
areas,” stated Clinton O’Neill, U-Haul
Company of Richmond president. “I
see a lot of people moving here from
New York and other northern states.
Virginia had fewer restrictions during
the pandemic, and that appealed to a lot
of people and businesses. There are a lot
of new businesses opening.

“The ability for people to work from
home has brought more residents to
Virginia,” according to O’Neill. “In
speaking with some of our customers,
that’s one of the reasons they've moved
here. People can be away from the
hustle and bustle but still have access
to the things they need. You can hike
in the mountains or relax on the beach
here. Everything you could want is
accessible in just over an hour from
central Virginia. There’s something for
everyone.

The U-Haul Growth Index is
compiled according to the net gain
of one-way U-Haul trucks arriving in
a city or state, versus departing from
that city or state, in a calendar year.
Migration trends data are compiled
from more than 2 million one-way
U-Haul truck transactions that occur
annually across the U.S. and Canada.

Texas is the No. 1 growth state
for the fifth time since 2016. Florida,
South Carolina, and North Carolina
round out the top four growth states.
California ranks 50th and Illinois 49th
for the third year in a row, indicating
those states saw the largest net losses of
one-way U-Haul trucks.

Virginia’s top growth market is
Henrico. Other notable net-gain cities
include Charlottesville, Fredericksburg,
Williamsburg, Lynchburg, Roanoke,
Alexandria,  Blacksburg, Suffolk,
Hampton, Midlothian, Martinsville,
Winchester, Harrisonburg, Danville,
Chantilly and Springfield.

While U-Haul migration trends do
not correlate directly to population or
economic growth, the U-Haul Growth
Index is an effective gauge of how well
states and cities are both attracting and
maintaining residents.

2022 U-Haul growth states

1. 1. Texas 2. Florida 3. South
Carolina 4. North Carolina 5. Virginia
6. Tennessee 7. Arizona 8. Georgia
9. Ohio 10. Idaho 11. Colorado. 12.
Utah 13. Nevada 14. Indiana 15.
Missouri 16. Wisconsin 17. Minnesota
18. Montana 19. New Mexico 20.
Alabama 21. Iowa 22. Oregon 23.
Washington 24. Pennsylvania 25. West
Virginia 26. Kentucky 27. Delaware 28.
Connecticut 29. Maine 30. Vermont
31. South Dakota 32. Nebraska 33.
Wyoming 34. Mississippi 35. Louisiana
36. Washington, D.C. 37. South Dakota
38. New Hampshire 39. Kansas 40.
Rhode Island 41. Alaska 42. Oklahoma
43. Arkansas 44. Maryland 45. New
Jersey 46. New York 47. Massachusetts
48. Michigan 49. Illinois 50. California.

~ U-Haul Media Relations

Miss America 1979 donates pageant gown to
Virginia Tech’s historical costume collection

Written by  Gabby university’s Oris Glisson
1aylor Historic Costume and
Textile Collection.
Virginia Tech has During the university’s
gained a new source of Homecoming celebration
sparkle. in 2021,
Kylene Barker McNeill ~ former member of the

‘78, the first Miss Virginia

McNeill, a

Virginia Tech Alumni

display in the Holtzman
Alumni Center.
“Camille Schrier
became Miss Virginia and
posted a photo in front of
my Miss America display
in the Holtzman Alumni
Center,” McNeill said. “I

to be crowned Miss Association Board, stopped in my tracks and
America, has donated donated her  Miss
her winning gown to the America crown for See Gown, page 4



PAGE 2 - SATURDAY, JANUARY 7, 2023 - NEWS MESSENGER

UPCOMING EVENTS
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Radford City Council meeting
The Radford City Council will hold its regularly scheduled meeting at 7 p.m. in
council chambers at the Radford Municipal Building, 10 Robertson St., Radford. See

the agenda at www.radfordva.gov.

Montgomery County Board of Supervisors meeting

Public meetings are the second and fourth Monday of each month at the
Montgomery County Government Center, 755 Roanoke St. in Christiansburg.
Closed sessions begin at 6 p.m. if needed. Open sessions begin at 7:15 p.m. Citizens
are invited to attend and allowed to speak at each meeting. All regular meetings of the
Board of Supervisors are rebroadcast on Montgomery County Comcast and Shentel
Channels 190 daily.

Tuesday, Jan. 10:

NRV Cares Parent Education: Parenting Young
Children

At the Radford Public Library; 5 — 7 p.m. A free eight-week parenting class
presented by NRV Cares. FREE dinner is provided from 5-5:30 p.m., and free
childcare will be included for the duration of the class. Please register by email at
Keli@nrvcares.org or by text to Julie at (540) 494-0806.

Sons of Confederate Veterans meeting

The Sons of Confederate Veterans, Stuart Horse Artillery Camp 1784 will meet
at 7 p.m. at Aly’s Family Italian Restaurant at 3204 Riner Rd. Members of the
United Daughters of the Confederacy (UDC) are also invited to attend. UDC
member Cindy Akers will speak on the “Union Prison at Rock Island, Illinois”. If
Montgomery County Public Schools are closed on Tuesday or Wednesday of this
week due to weather, the meeting is cancelled. For further information, please call

540-320-4315 or 540-239-9864.

Blackshurg Town Council meeting

Town Council meets in regular session the second and fourth Tuesdays of each

month at 6:30 p.m. in the Roger E. Hedgepeth Chambers of the Blacksburg
Municipal Building, 300 S. Main St. These meetings are open to the public and
televised live on WTOB Channel 2.

Christianshurg Town Council meeting

Regular Town Council meetings are held on the second and fourth Tuesday
of each month beginning at 7 p.m. in Council Chambers of Town Hall (100 E.
Main Street). The public is welcome and encouraged to attend, with a citizen
hearing time reserved at each meeting for residents to bring any matter they
desire before the entire council.

Thursday, Jan. 12:
River City Quilt Guild

The River City Quilt Guild meets the second Thursday of each month at 9:30
a.m. in Grove United Methodist Church, 1020 Tyler Ave., Radford. If you are
willing to share your knowledge and learn from others, this guild is for you. We
welcome all skill levels of quilters. For more information call Anna Handy, 540
320 7791.

Help the Veterans with your donations

The Meadowbrook Public Library is a collection point for items needed at
the VA Medical Center in Salem. Bring your donations of the following items
to the library during December: deodorant, denture adhesive, 3-in-1 body
wash/shampoo/conditioner, body lotion, toothpaste, nail clippers, sweatpants,
sweatshirts, t-shires (size M, L, XL) , and new baseball caps. Co-Sponsored by
VFW Post 5311 and Montgomery-Floyd Regional libraries.

Free GED Classes

At the Meadowbrook Public Library, 5 — 8 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
New River Community College is offering free GED at the Meadowbrook Library
every Tuesday and Thursday until Thursday, Dec. 15. For more information or to
sign up please call the Meadowbrook Library at 540-268-1964.
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who play for dances, shows, family and community gatherings, henefits, and
fiddlers’ conventions.

PHOTOS COURTEST OF KELLY KAISER NRCC
The Country Boys have heen playing traditional bluegrass and bluegrass gospel
music for more than 40 years.

NRCC Concert Series continues with free concert on Jan. 14

The music of The Country Boys and the Slate
Mountain Ramblers will be featured during New River
Community College’s Concert Series event on Sat., Jan.
14, 2023. Music will begin at 6 p.m. in 117 Edwards
Hall at NRCC in Dublin.

The Country Boys have been playing traditional
bluegrass and bluegrass gospel music throughout North
Carolina and Virginia for over 40 years. The band
originally formed in the late 1960s, with several lineup
changes throughout the years. The present band is made
up of Donald Clifton, Johnny Joyce, Hersie McMillian,
Billy Hawks, Marsha Todd, and Doug Joyce. The band
cites the Country Gentleman and the Osborne Brothers

as some of their musical influences.

The Slate Mountain Ramblers are a family old-time
group from Mt. Airy, N.C. The members are Richard
Bowman, Barbara Bowman, Marsha Bowman Todd,
and Randy Hiatt. The Slate Mountain Ramblers play
for dances, shows, family and community gatherings,
fiddlers' conventions, and benefits. The group has
traveled as far as Gainsborough, England, to perform.

Corporate sponsors of the jamborees include Anderson
Audiology, Dublin; August Jewelers & Boutique, Inc.,
Radford; CCCKY, LLC — Fazoli’s, Dublin; Deanie Hall —
State Farm Agent, Dublin; Estes Auto & Truck Parts Inc.,
Pilot; First Community Bank, Pulaski; Gregory Seeding

and Landscaping Company, Pulaski; King Tire Service,
Pulaski; Lee’s Body Shop, Pearisburg; Martin’s Pharmacy,
Pulaski; Pepsi Cola Bottling Co., Dublin; Pulaski Patriot,
Pulaski; SERVPRO, Montgomery & Pulaski Counties;
and Southern Furniture Warehouse, Radford.

The doors open at 5 p.m. for the show. Admission is
free; however, donations will be accepted to help offset
the travel expenses for the musicians. The music events
are typically held the second Saturday of each month
through April at NRCC, a Crooked Road affiliated

venue.

~ New River Community College

, _/"_ Iar' et

e

ourvalley.org

mwFincasteHerao  Vinton Messenger
Positions Wanted Legals - City of
] Radford
Quality Inn
Hiring  Full/Part  Time

NOTICE OF

Housekeeping and Front

SALEM TIMESweREGISTER

Tie NEw CASTLEFRRECORD

Legals -
Montgomery

Legals - City of

Radford

County

Melissa.Skelton@radfordva.

RADFORD NewsJournal

Legals -
Montgomery

Montgomery

County County

Desk. Apply in Person.
Ph-540-639-3000

HAVE
SOMETHING
70 SELL?

To place your ad,
call 389-9355

PUBLIC HEARING

The Council of the City of
Radford will hold a public
hearing at a regularly
scheduled meeting of
Council on Monday,
January 23, 2023 at 7:00
pm, in the City Council
Chambers located in the
City Administration Building,
at 10 Robertson Street,
Radford, Virginia to receive
citizen comment and input
regarding the Radford
Transit application for FTA
F.Y.24 Operating Funds, in
the amount not to exceed
$2,550,000 and Capital not
to exceed $100,000.
Interested persons may
appear at the
aforementioned time and
place to present their views
and comments. Comments
may also be sent to Melissa
Skelton, Transit Coordinator
at 10 Robertson Street,
Radford VA 24141 or

gov.
For disable individuals who
may require special
auxiliary aids or services,
reasonable
accommodations will be
make available by the City
of Radford upon request
five business days before
the public hearing. For
disable accommodations or
additional information,
please contact the City
Manager’s office at 540-
731-3603 or 800-828-
1120(TTD-Virginia Relay
Center).

Authorized by Radford City
Council

ADVERTISE!

To place your ad,
call 389-9355

LEGAL NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING
OF THE TOWN OF
CHRISTIANSBURG
PLANNING
COMMISSION

The Town of Christiansburg
Planning Commission will
hold a Public Hearing on
Tuesday, January 17, 2023,
at 7:00 PM in the Council
Chambers of the
Christiansburg Town Hall,
100 E. Main Street,
Christiansburg, Virginia
24073, pursuant to Sections
15.2-2204 and 15.2-2285 of
the Code of Virginia, as
amended. The purpose of
the public hearing is to
receive public comments
concerning:

A. Rezoning request by
Southwest Investment Co.
LLC, Property Owner, and
Southwest Excavating, Inc.,
Lessee, to rezone an

approximately 1.87 acre
portion of the property
located at 200 Scattergood
Drive NW, Tax Parcel 496 -
24 - 5; Parcel ID 033540,
from General Business
District B-3 to General
Industrial District I-2. The
property is designated as
Mixed Use with Buffer
(Industrial) on the Future
Land Use Map of the 2013
Christiansburg
Comprehensive Plan.

Town Hall will be open and
available to receive public
comment in-person at the

time of this Public Hearing.
A copy of the application,
the Town’s Zoning Map,
Zoning Ordinance, and
Future Land Use Map may
be viewed in the Planning
Department Office, 100 E.
Main Street, Christiansburg,
VA 24073 during normal
office hours of 8:00 a.m. —
5:00 p.m. Monday through
Friday. Contact Benjamin
Tripp, Planning Director, at
(540) 382-6128 ext. 1120 or
by email at
btripp@christiansburg.org
with any questions or if you
require reasonable
accommodations.

THE

LASSIFIEDS-

Where the Deals Are!

www.montcova.com
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Chamber to present panel

Blacksburg Planning, Building
receives conditional use permit
application for Fit Body Boot Gamp

The Blacksburg Planning and Building
Department has received a conditional
use permit application for a personal
improvement service use in the office
zoning district at 2200 S. Main St.

The building is currently being
renovated for TRC (formerly Draper
Aden Associates), who will occupy a
15,918 square-foot space for an approved
by-right office use in the O-Office district.
Fit Body Boot Camp is proposing to
relocate to the 4,132 square foot portion
of the existing two-tenant structure.

No exterior improvements to the
building, parking, landscaping, or
grounds are proposed for this project.
All activities and classes for Fit Body

Boot Camp will be inside the building.
The hours of operation are anticipated
to be 5 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through
Friday with morning hours on Saturday.
The future land use designation in
the Town Comprehensive Plan is
commercial.

A neighborhood meeting will be
held on Wednesday, Jan. 11, 2023, at
5:30 p.m. in the Roger E. Hedgepeth
Chambers, Second Floor Municipal
Building, 300 S. Main St.

The planning commission will hold a
public hearing on Tuesday, Feb. 7, 2023,
at 6:30 p.m. in the Roger E. Hedgepeth
Chambers, Second Floor Municipal
Building, 300 S. Main St.

Aquatic Center schedule
of events January 2023

discussion with reps from

VT; RU athletic departinents

The  Montgomery
County Chamber of
Commerce will present
its 2023 Eggs & Issues
breakfast on Thursday,
Jan. 12, from 8:00 a.m.
until 9:30 a.m. at Warm
Hearth Village, 2387
Warm Hearth Dr. in
Blacksburg.  Check-in
and breakfast will precede
the program at 8:00
am. with the progam
beginning at 8:30 a.m.

The program will
be a panel discussion

with  representatives
from the Virginia Tech
and Radford University

athletic ~ departments.
Representatives  from
The  Hokie  Way,

Triumph NIL, and
Commonwealth NIL will
be on the panel.

The moderator will
be Ann Cassell of The
Blacksburg Partnership.

Investing  sponsor
of the program is
Automation Creation.

Admission for the

program is $30 for
chamber members and
$40 for non-members.

Space is limited, and
the chamber requests that
reservations be made no
later than Tuesday, Jan.
10 at noon.

Registration can be
effected at hteps://www.
montgomerycc.org/
events/details.

~ Montgomery County
Chamber of Commerce

NRCC to offer machine
technology night classes in spring

MASTERS
SWIMMING GROUP

Winter Package Jan.
18-March 31 (19 total
practices)

The masters swimming
group is open to adult
(18+) swimmers of
all  levels, including
triathletes, open water
swimmers, and anyone
wanting to improve their
fitness through swimming,.

Workouts are designed
to accommodate the
ability levels and goals of
all participants.

Registered US Masters
members that are visiting
the area can drop in on
a workout for $5 by
showing a valid USMS
membership card at the
front desk. For non-US
Masters members wanting
to join a workout,a $10
drop-in fee will be charged.
Non-CAC members that
are registered US Masters
Members with a valid
USMS membership,
are eligible for the CAC
member rates (They must
present a valid USMS
membership card at the

front desk.)

Winter Package times
and dates, fees

Jan. 18 through March
31 (19 practices) Monday,
Wednesday, Friday, 7:30
to 8:30 a.m.; $95 for
residents/$115 for non-
residents.

Jan. 18 through Jan.
30 (six practices) Monday,
Wednesday, Friday, 7:30
to 8:30 a.m. $42 fee for
residents; $52 for non-
residents

FINS YOUTH SWIM
TEAM

The Fins Youth Swim
Team is a non-competitive
swim team designed to be
an effective, easy and fun
transition into the world
of competitive swimming,
or a good way for summer
league  swimmers and
high school swimmers to
continue training between
seasons. The coaches will
focus on competitive stroke
mechanics and swimming
endurance.

Participants must be
able to swim 25 yards in
two of the four competitive
strokes.

Age: 6-18

Minimum Enrollment:

5; Maximum Enrollment:
25

Practices are in the
leisure pool lanes from
Jan. 9 through Jan. 30
(six practices) from 6:30
to 7:30 p.m. Monday and
Wednesday. Cost is $40 for
residents and $50 for non-
residents

SWIM MEETS with
estimated number of
swimmers

Jan. 6-7 H20kie MLK
Meet (200); Jan. 9 VHSL
Dive Meet (25); Jan. 10
VHSL Swim Meet (150);
Jan. 16 VHSL Dive Meet
(25); Jan. 17 VHSL Swim
Meet (150); Jan. 23 VHSL
Dive Meet (25); Jan. 24
VHSL Swim Meet (100);
Jan. 30 VHSL Dive Meet
(25); Jan. 31 VHSL Swim
Meet (100)

LIFEGUARD
TRAINING

Jan. 20 4 0 9 p.m;
Jan. 21 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.;
Jan. 22 10 am. to 5 p.m.
Register online at cacpool.
com or call 540=381-
7665.

- Christiansburg
Aquatic Center

New River Community College will
be offering a group of four evening
machine technology courses in the
spring 2023 semester.

The courses to be offered are MAC
106 - Machine Shop Operations, MAC
107 - Technology of Machining, MAC
215 - Machining Techniques, and MAC
217 - Precision Machining Techniques.
All four courses are eight credit hours
each.

The classes will meet Monday
through Thursday nights from
6:15 p.m. to 10 p.m. in person
on NRCC’s Dublin campus with

the first day of class on Monday,
Jan. 23. NRCC faculty member
Warren Crandall will be teaching
the 14-week courses.

Current  NRCC  students may
register for classes online by visiting
their student accounts. New students or
those who may need additional support
to register can reach out to an advisor
by emailing advising@nr.edu or calling
(540) 674-36009.

Prospective NRCC students may visit
www.nr.edu/registernow for enrollment
information. The class schedule is
available at www.nr.edu/schedule.

ONLINE AUCTION
Ends Thursday January 19th @ 4 PM

Home and Land Near Claytor Lake for Sale!
5100 Little Irish Rd, Hiwassee VA 24347

Bid Now at VaAuctionPro.com

PR L
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Fire protection association encourages prompt
removal of Christmas trees as one-third of
Christmas tree home fires occur in January

One-third of U.S. home fires
involving Christmas trees occur in
January according to the National
Fire Protection Association. With this
post-holiday fire hazard in mind, the
association encourages home owners to
keep the festive memories and remove
the hazards by disposing of Christmas
trees promptly after the holiday season.

“As much as we all enjoy the look and
feel of Christmas trees in our homes,
they’re large combustible items that have
the potential to result in serious fires,”
said Lorraine Carli, vice president of
Outreach and Advocacy at the National
Fire protection Association. “The longer
Christmas trees remain in homes, the
longer they present a risk.”

Carli notes that fresh Christmas trees,
which continue to dry out and become
more flammable over time, are involved
in a much larger share of reported
Christmas tree fires than are artificial
trees.

According to the latest Christmas
Tree Fires report from NFPA, on the
average cach year between 2016 and
2020, 160 home structure fires began
with Christmas trees, resulting in two
civilian deaths, 11 civilian injuries, and
$12 million in direct property damage.
Overall, fires that begin with Christmas

trees represent a very small but notable

part of the U.S. fire problem, considering
that they are generally in use for a short
time each year.

To safely dispose of a Christmas
tree, NFPA recommends using the
local community’s recycling program if
possible. Trees should not be put in the
garage or left outside.

NFPA also offers these tips for safely
removing lighting and decorations
to ensure that they remain in good
condition:

Use the gripping area on the plug
when unplugging electrical decorations.
Never pull the cord to unplug any device
from an electrical outlet, as this can
harm the wire and insulation of the cord,
increasing the risk for shock or electrical
fire.

As homeowners pack up light strings,
inspect each line for damage, throwing
out any sets that have loose connections,
broken sockets, or cracked or bare wires.

Wrap each set of lights and put them
in individual plastic bags or wrap them
around a piece of cardboard.

Store electrical decorations in a dry
place away from children and pets where
they will not be damaged by water or
dampness.

~ Submitted by Lorraine Carli, NFPA
Public Affairs

This auction features 112 +/- Acres being sold in 3 offerings ranging from 10
to 55 acres. Offering 1 features a 2 bedroom, 1.5 bath stone home and a few
outbuildings. Offerings are completely wooded with ATV trails throughout.
Sloping land with abundant wildlife. These would make great recreational
or hunting properties as well as a nice private location for a new home. Prop-
erties offer exceptional mountain views and are located just minutes from
both the New River Trail and Claytor Lake. Bidders desiring multiple tracts
will need to be high bidder on all tracts desired. Each offering will stay open
until all bidding is complete and all offerings will close simultaneously.

OFFERING #1 - 46.46 Acres of wooded land with a 2 bedroom, 1.5 bath
home. Home features over 2,200 square feet with hardwood floors through-
out main level, heat pump, gas fireplace in living room and plumbing in
basement for additional bath. Has a front porch, large back deck and stone
patio to enjoy the views. Also has a woodshop and separate outbuilding.
Property features driveway coming off Little Irish Rd and also has road front-
age on Julia Simpkins Rd.

OFFERING #2 - This offering consists of 55.1 acres of wooded land featuring
a stream. Sloping land with abundant wildlife and trails throughout. Prop-
erty has road frontage on Little Irish Rd.

OFFERING #3 - This offering consists of 10.44 acres of wooded land. Features
ATV trails throughout and an abundance of wildlife. Has road frontage on
Little Irish Rd.

Preview - Thursday January 5th &
Friday January 13th @ 4 PM

Terms - 10% Buyer’s Premium will be added to final high bid to arrive at contract
price. Earnest Money Deposit of $5,000 per tract required day of sale. Close in 45
days. Subject to seller confirmation. Property sold as is, where is, with any and
all faults. Buyer is expected to complete their own due diligence. Tracts are being
offered individually and if bidder wishes to purchase multiple tracts, bidder will
need to be the high/winning bidder on both offerings. Download Bidder Pack for
full details at VAAuctionPro.com

Contact Broker/Auctioneer Matt Gallimore at
540-239-2585 or email gallimore.matt@gmail.com

or Cole Harris at 540-239-1907
or email charrisrealtor@gmail.com

0

102 S. Locust Street,
Floyd, VA 24091
(540) 745-2005

VaAuctionPro.com
Lic# 2907004059

United

ountry Blue Ridge Land

& Auction Co., Inc

/T\—/”
Real Estate

montcova.com
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said, ‘Thats where my
crown belongs.”

The same week she
donated her crown, she
considered donating her
dress to the Oris Glisson
collection.

“The thought later

occurred to me that since

I'd been a fashion major
maybe I should consider
donating my winning
gown as well,” she said.
From an early age,
McNeill ~ knew  she
wanted to be a Hokie.
She enrolled in 1974 with

aspirations of majoring
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Kylene Barker McNeill (at center) was crowned Miss America in 1979.

in physical education.
Yet when she learned the
university offered a major
in clothing, textiles, and
related arts — today the
fashion merchandising
and design major — she
switched disciplines.

“I loved fashion and
actually made my first
garment when I was in
the sixth grade,” McNeill
said. “After that, my
mother never had to sew
for me again.”

During her time as
a student, she made a
multitude of memories
as a cheerleader, an
experience that boosted
her gymnastics routine
during the Miss America
competition.

Within months of her
1978 graduation from
Virginia Tech, McNeill
was named Miss Virginia

and, soon after, Miss
America  1979. Upon
completion of her one-
year reign, she opened her
own dress shop, which
she ran for 13 years. She
went on to co-author a
book, serve as a corporate
spokesperson, and
produce fashion shows.

It was while McNeill
was in the clothing and
textiles program that the
Oris Glisson Historic
Costume and Textile
Collection was named in
honor of its founder, who
taught fashion at Virginia
Tech for three decades.
Glisson donated many of
the collection’s original
items, including designer
dresses from the 1950s-

70s.
The collection —
which now contains

more than 5,000 pieces

GMA at VT ......

of clothing, accessories,
and textiles, some dating
to the 19th century —
serves as a key teaching
and research resource for
students and faculty.

“T am excited for this
gift,” said Dina Smith-
Glaviana, director of the
collection and an assistant
professor of fashion
merchandising and design
in the Department of
Apparel, Housing, and
Resource Management.
“To me, the gown is
significant because it’s tied
to the history of Virginia
Tech and our program.”

McNeill's  gown  was
designed by  Stephen
Yearick, a celebrated
designer of couture gowns
for pageants, weddings, and
events for many celebrities.
It is a slim, white dress with

beaded detailing.

PHOTO COURTESY OF KYLENE MARKER MCNEILL

McNeill originally
donated the gown to the
Jeff Matthews Memorial
Museum in her hometown
of Galax. A large photo of
McNeill wearing the gown
now stands in the museum’s
Miss America exhibit.

Schrier, a 2018
graduate with degrees in
biochemistry and systems
biology, was named Miss
America 2019. Together,
she and McNeill served as
grand marshals of Virginia
Tech’s Homecoming
parade in 2021.

“Virginia Tech has
always been so good to
me,” said McNeill, who
is retired in Muskoka,
Ontario, and Naples,
Florida. “As the years go
by, being the first Miss
Virginia to win the title
of Miss America becomes
even more special.”

Box 429. Lewisburg, WV 24901. Periodical postage paid at
Christiansburg, VA. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
NEWS MESSENGER 1633 W. Main St., Salem, VA 24153,

When the Sharing the Road truck can’t be brought
to a school demonstration, members of the team will
partner with a local trucking organization to bring in a
driver and truck from that area to the school, enabling

the program to reach students across the country.
The program has been extended for an additional
three years with a grant from the U.S. Department of
Transportation’s High Priority Grant program.
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CLUES ACROSS
1. __Dhabi, Arabian capital
4. Invests in little enter-
prises
8. Stalk of a moss capsule
12. Beach material
14. Maneuver in a game
15. A castrated male
chicken
16. Write bad checks
17. Sewer inhabitants
18. Farewell (Spanish)
19. Player makes 3 goals in
one game
22. Greek rainbow goddess
23. Tax collector
24. Make unhappy
27. Hygienic
32. Double-reed instrument
33. Beetle Bailey's dog
34.Fee, __, foe, fum
35. One dish meal
38. Goatlike antelope

county

recess

40. Consumed food
41. Pegls
42. Emerald Isle

45. Fragments of cloth
47. Frozen water

48. Spanish river

49, Stated an inquiry
56. Laid-back California

57. Fearless and daring
58. Sound after its source
has stopped

59. Blackboard rock

60. A domed or vaulted

61. Six (Spanish)
62. French city

region of Yunnan
3. Up to the time of
4. Common ankle injury
43, Duties helpful to others 5. Tedium

6. 9th Greek letter
sac

from other’s pain

9. Long narrative heroic

poem

system

15. Bears
20. Before

calypso

25. Fall off in intensity
26. Gives medicine
27. Gross receipts

7. Abnormal closed body

10. Possessed by force
11. Autonomic nervous

13. Treats with contempt

21. Light ringing sound
63. Herringlike clupeid fish - 24. Blends of soul and
64. Oriental sauce
CLUES DOWN

1. Requests

2. Spoken in the Dali

29. Ablaze

30. Incapable of flexibility
31. Bears, sheep or goats
33. An open skin infection
36. Effeminate

37. Competed in a speed

28. Square measures

8. One who obtains pleasure test

39. Supplies with air

44, Short stays

45. Sown a lawn

46. 60 min. units (abbr.)
48. Second largest Okla-
homa city

49. Fence picket

50. 2nd largest Algerian
port city

51. Camel or goat fabrics
52. 19th Hebrew letter
53. Frosts

54. 1Tth state

55. Inquisitorial

56. Manuscripts (abbr.)

=
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Akers, Joseph Cleveland

Joseph Cleveland Akers, 77, of Bond; and many other relatives and

Christiansburg,  passed
away Tuesday, January 3,
2023. He was a veteran
of the U. S. Army having
served during the Vietnam
War and spent over 20
years in the Reserves. He
was owner and operator
of A&S Home Repair. Joe
was preceded in death by
his parents, Daniel and
Beulah Akers; brother,
Oscar Akers; and sister,
Eula Brammer.

Survivors include his wife of 56 years,
Shirley H. Akers; son, Ricky Bond and
Brittany; daughter, Ashley Williams;
grandchildren, Kelsey and Emily Bond;
close family friends, Jerry and Sandra

- =

friends.
The

receive friends

Funeral

Radford.

family  will
from
11 am. undl 1 p.m.
on Monday, January 9,
2023, at the Mullins
Home

Funeral
services will begin at
1 p.m. with Rev. Wes
Conner, Rev. Ryan Rose
and Rev. David Bragg
officiating. Interment
with full military honors will follow
in the Southwest Virginia Veterans

Janice Marie Hill Barton, 79,
passed away Friday, Dec.
30, 2022, at her home in
Parrott.

She was retired from
AT&T and was preceded
in  in death by her husband,
Samuel Rufus Kent
Barton, Jr; her parents,
Woodrow Wilson and
Thelma Elizabeth Hill; and
five brothers: Bob, Frank,
Lowell, Kenny, and Jack
Hill.

Survivors include her sons, William,

Cemetery in Dublin.

The Akers family is in the care of
Mullins Funeral Home & Crematory
in Radford.

Larry, and Ronald Barton; a daughter,
Patricia Barton; 11 grandchildren and
15 great-grandchildren; sisters Helen

Barton, Janice Marie Hill
Thode (Ralph), Barbara Stump (Bob),

and Betty Oxley; and
many other relatives and
friends.

The family received
friends on  Friday,
Jan. 6, 2023, at the
Mullins Funeral Home
in Radford. Funeral
services followed
with the Rev. Butch
Hutchinson officiating.
Interment was in the
Prices Fork Community

Cemetery.

The Barton family is in the care of
Mullins Funeral Home and Crematory
in Radford.

See Obituaries, page 6

ANGLICAN CATHOLIC
St. Peter the Apostle Anglican Church, 230 W. First
St., Christiansburg, VA. Fr Peter Geromel OHI Th.M.,
Vicar, Fr. Alex Darby, “Associate”, 540-382-0432/540-
270-9166. Sundays: 8:00 am & 10:00 am Holy Eucharist
followed by Christian Education and refreshments. Holy
Communion most Thursdays at 12Noon, other Holy Days
as announced. Traditional services use the 1928 Book of
Common Prayer and 1940 Hymnal. Handicapped acces-
sible. All are welcome. Come worship with us! Website:
www.stpetersacc.org. Follow us on Facebook
St. Philip’s Anglican Church, 306 Progress Street, NE,
Blacksburg, Virginia 24060, (540) 552-1771, www.stphil-
ipsblacksburg.org. Reverend Fr. Wade Miller, Priest. Eu-
charist Sundays at 11am and Wednesday’s at 12pm.
St. Thomas Anglican Church - located at 4910 Hubert
Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Liturgical Lenten Ser-
vices, Sunday at 10:30 am. Call (540) 589-1299 or visit
www.sttofc.org for midweek masses and events. (In Roa-
noke, go E on Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910).
BAPTIST
First Baptist Church on 3rd Ave., 215 Third Ave at the
corner with Downey St. We nurture meaningful connec-
tions to God and others through worship, spiritual growth,
and community ministry. We celebrate the dignity and
worth of all persons, created in the image of God. Sunday
Bible Study Groups - 9:45, Sunday Worship - 11:00. Web-
site: fbcradford.org 540-639-4419. Worship is in-person
and live-streamed on Facebook and on our YouTube chan-
nel: First Baptist Church Radford.
Trinity Community Church, 1505 N. Franklin Street,
C’burg. John Altizer, Lead Pastor, Brian Cockram, Associ-
ate Pastor, 382-8121. Worship at 10:45 a.m., Outreach Min-
istries - 6:00p.m. Wednesday, Growth Groups - 5:00p.m.
Sunday, Youth and Children’s Ministry - 5:00p.m. Sunday,
www.trinitycburg.org
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Blacksburg Church of Christ, 315 Eakin St., 552-1331.
Sun. Bible Classes 9:30 a.m., Sun. Worship 10:30 a.m. &
6 p.m., Wed. Bible classes, 7 p.m., Outreach Minister Curt
Seright, Community Minister Tom Gilliam, Dean Mead-
ows, Campus Minister.
Faith Christian Church of Christ, 305 3rd Street, Chris-
tiansburg, David Rhudy, Minister, 382-4628, Sunday
School 10 am; Worship 11 am; Evening Worship 6:30 pm;
Wednesday night Bible Study for Women and Men 6:30
pm. We welcome you to any and all of our services.
CHURCH OF GOD
New Hope Church of God, 1404 Mud Pike Rd., C’Burg.
Rev. T. Michael Bond, pastor, 731-3178. Sun. School 10
a.m., Worship 10:50 a.m., 6 p.m. Thurs., 7:00 p.m.
West Radford Church of God, 1824 West Main Street,
Radford, VA 24141, Sunday School- 10:00A.M. Morning
Worship— 11:00A M., Children’s Church 11:00A.M. Sun-
day Evening — 6:00PM., Wednesday Night — 7:00P.M.,
Pastor Danny Newman, Church Office — 540-639-6562 or
804- 921-0828.

CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
Christiansburg Church of the Brethren, 310 South
Franklin Street. Pastor: Hal Sonafrank, 1-336-583-4822.
Sunday School 10 a.m.; Morning Worship 11 a.m.; Bible
Study 10:30 a.m. Tuesdays. Website: www.christians-
burgcob.org. A loving family, fueled by the Holy Spirit,
grounded in God’s Word, and delivering Jesus forgiveness
and love to all people. Come as you are... you are wel-
comed!

(DOC - DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
Snowville Christian Church, 5436 Lead Mine Rd., Hi-
wassee, VA 24347, Pastor: Jerry King, Website: www.
SnowvilleChristianChurch.com (and Facebook), Office:
540-633-3761, Email: office@SnowvilleChristianChurch.
com, Sunday Worship Service: 11:00 a.m., Sunday School:
10:00 a.m., Thursday Bible Study: 6:00 p.m., We are: “In-
spiring hope, helping people grow their faith, and sharing
God’s love with others!”

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, the Path of Spiritual Freedom, is a simple
teaching that focuses on the Light and Sound of God to
help people find more love in their life. The Roanoke
Eckankar Center is located at 1420 3rd St. SW, Roanoke,
VA 24016. The Center was closed during the COVID
crisis but is now open. A spiritual event is held on the
2nd Sunday of each month at 10:30 a.m. Since con-
tracting COVID-19 may still be possible, please take
the health steps that are best for you. It is appreciated
that by attending you are taking responsibility for your
own health. Visit www.eck-va.org, www.meetup.com/
Roanoke-Spiritual-Experiences Group or call 540-353-
5365 for other Eckankar programs and for more infor-
mation about how the teachings of Eckankar can lead
you to spiritual freedom.
EPISCOPAL

Grace Episcopal Church, 210 4th Street, Radford, 639-
3494. A friendly, mission-oriented spiritual community
sharing the Word of God. ALL ARE WELCOME. In per-
son and live-streamed services 10:30AM Sundays. Holy
Eucharist twice a month. Morning Prayer twice a month.

Montgomery County

WORSI

Read Genesis 40:1

41:57

told Pharaoh about him.

S 41:12),
N
w\'“‘rz v
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& call Randy Thompson at 540-389-9355
or email at advertise@ourvalley.org

Fellowship and refreshments follow servic-
es. Find us on Facebook: Grace Episcopal
Church and www.graceradford.org.
LUTHERAN
Luther Memorial Lutheran Church
ELCA, 600 Prices Fork Rd, Blacksburg.
Weekly Online Worship at www.Imlc.org.
We are a Reconciling in Christ congrega-
tion that welcomes and affirms all people
just as they are. For information on Bible
studies and Wednesday Vespers, email lu-
thermemorialblacksburg@gmail.com, or
contact the church office, (540) 951-1000.
Rev. Monica Weber, pastor.
Our Saviour Lutheran Church ELCA,
1845 Cambria St NE, Christiansburg.
Worship each Sunday at 10 am, in person
and online at https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCMsB-gbyjmV5ce9mr43dbCw.
Please visit our website at www.oslc-cburg.
org and our Facebook page at https://www.
facebook.com/oslcchristiansburg to learn
more about us. Little Free Pantry and Little
Free Library located in our parking lot. Pas-
tor Joshua L. Copeland; church office 540-
382-2223.
St. Michael Lutheran Church, 2308
Merrimac Road, Blacksburg, VA 24060.
Worship service each Sunday at 10 AM,
Sunday School 9 AM. We are a commu-
nity of God’s people where people gather
for worship, learning and service. Visitors
and new members are always WELCOME!
Google comments: “Wonderful, welcom-
ing congregation...A place where all are
truly welcome. .. Nice, friendly, competent
staff.” You will like our minister, The Rev.
Michelle L. Stramiello. Her previous ser-
vice was as Family Faith Formation Direc-
tor at Cross and Crown Lutheran Church,
Indianapolis, IN, Pastor of St Matthew Lu-
theran Church, Paducah, KY, and Hospice
Chaplain in Largo, Fl. St. Michael started

Almighty God

through

Joseph spent two years in a
dungeon after interpreting the
dreams of Pharaoh’s cupbearer.
Joseph had asked this man to
mention him to the king upon
being reinstated, but, as each
day dragged on, no communi-
cation came from the Pharaoh.
When Pharaoh had a dream and
.y [told it to all his wise men, no one
could interpret it. The cupbearer
i|finally remembered Joseph and

{So Pharaoh sent for Joseph, and
{he was quickly brought from the
) dungeon. When he had shaved
“land changed his clothes, he
~ % J|came before Pharaoh (Genesis

Joseph was going to be takenf|
into the presence of the nation’s
highest ruler. His first order of
business was to make himself
presentable. His prison cloth-{{

ance were hardly appropriate \ 4
to stand before royalty. Joseph
prepared to see the king, honor-§
ing the authority and majesty of
Pharaoh.

We have the privilege of an
audience at any time with our
King, Jesus Christ. May we never |
forget His majesty or approach
Him with less than honor and
adoration.

Thought for Today: Consider the
majesty of God.

and administers Micah’s Backpack which
has great community impact, Micah’s Soup
for Seniors, Micah’s Garden, Closet, and
Mini Pantry. Also, partnering with Rain-
bow Riders and Total Action for Progress,
we opened open the first Early Childhood
Head Start in our community (6 weeks to
age 3), and have numerous other programs
including a Justice & Mercy Fund provid-
ing assistance for those needing emergency
assistance with critical bills. Further St.
Michael sponsors an awesome Scouting
program of Boy & Girl Scout Troops, Ven-
ture Scouts for older youth, and a new Cub
Pack for girls & boys kindergarten - Sth
grade. Directions: From Price’s Fork Road,
turn onto Merrimac Road and St. Michael
is 3/10ths of a mile down on the left. For
more information about any of our activi-
ties: Phone 540 951-8951. Email hope@
stmlc.us or visit our Website www.st-mi-
chael-lutheran-church.org
MULTI-CULTURAL
NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Christian Growth Center, 1850 Elec-
tic Way, Christiansburg, VA 24073 (be-
side Hubbell Lighting). Sunday Worship:
9:30am Prayer, 10:00am Service *Nursery
Available. Lead Pastor: Todd Hallinan.
Founding Pastor: Rob Sowell. Mission:
Sow, Grow, & Go Sow Faith! Grow in
Righteousness! Go into all the world in the
authority of the believer! 540-382-2908.
PENTECOSTAL HOLINESS
Merrimac Pentecostal Holiness Church,
Rev. Richard Hall (540) 552-7194. pastorh-
all29@gmail.com. Sunday School at 10
a.m. and morning worship is 11 a.m. Eve-
ning service at 6 p.m. and Wednesday at 7
p.m.
Compassion Church, 1820 Second Street,
Radford, 639-6287, Our music is passion-
ate, our worship is real, and Pastor Chandler

ing and his haggard appear-}{ JGé
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Jones brings relevant messages for every-
one at any place on their journey, Sunday
Worship Experience at 9:30 AM & 11:00
AM, Wednesday Family Night at 7 PM,
Children Ministry provided for all services.
Our vision is to see all Saved. Freed. Re-
stored. Fulfilled. Find us on facebook and
Instagram
Walton Pentecostal Holiness Church,
4003 Morning Glory Rd., off Walton Rd. on
Rt. 114.731-1755. Lee Sarver, pastor. Sun.
School 9:30 a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m. & 6:
p.m., Wed., 7 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST
Asbury United Methodist Church, 500
Stuart Street, Christiansburg. 540-382-
0743. Rev. Dr. Patricia Jones. Sunday
School, 9:45 a.m., Sunday Worship, 11:00
a.m. All are welcome.
Central United Methodist Church, 803
Wadsworth Street, Radford. 639-3529. 8:30
a.m. Sunday Services: 8:30am (interpreter
provided); 9:45am Sunday School (inter-
preter provided); and 11:00a.m. Wednesday
Bible Study: 6:30p.m. Child care is provid-
ed. www.centralmethodistchurch.com.
St. Paul United Methodist Church, 220
W. Main St., C’Burg. Rev. Mike Derflinger
(540) 382-2410. Sunday Worship 10 a.m.,
Sunday School 9 a.m. Live streaming Sun-
day Service - www.twitch.tv/stpaulumc
Wesley Memorial United Methodist
Church, 350 Stafford Drive, Christians-
burg, VA 24073, Sunday School 10am,
Sunday Worship Service 11am.

WESLEYAN

Christ Wesleyan Church, 525 Harkrader
Street, Christiansburg.Public Worship ser-
vice at 11:00 AM. Sunday School for adults
- 10:00 AM. Pastor: Gale Janofski 540-
510-0952. The building is totally handi-
capped accessible. Website: christwesley-
anchurch.org

www.montcova.com
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Burke, Bernard Anthony

Lovingand cherished husband, father,
brother, and grandfather
Bernard Anthony Burke,
79, of Blacksburg, went
home into the arms of the
Lord on Jan. 2, 2023.

Born in Chester, Pa.,
Bernie worked for Sun Qil
Company for 30 years.
He enjoyed raising World
Class White Tail Deer at
his Raptor Ridge Deer

Farm in Breezewood, Pa. In

Bernie was the beloved son of the
late  Thomas Joseph
and Florence Mpyra
Conrad; cherished
brother of Thomas
Burke and the late
Genevieve Schmidt. He
is survived by his loving
wife of 52 years, Sarah;
daughter =~ Shannon
(Rory Maguire), son
Bernie (Shelby), and

son Brian (Lauren);

his spare time, he enjoyed
creating ecosystems to support wildlife,
especially frogs, fish, and waterfowl. He
enjoyed visits from family and friends
and was always the life of the party. His
sense of humor and infectious laugh
always filled the room with spirit and
cheer. He will never be forgotten.

and grandchildren Erin,
Alison, Connor, Flynn, Joshua, Shane,
Ava, Camilla, Mackenzie, and Hannah.

In lieu of flowers, trees can be planted
in Bernie’s name at alivingtribute.org. A
Memorial Mass will be held, today, Jan.
7, 2023 at St. Mary’s Catholic Church

at 11 a.m.

Hammond, The Reverend Donald Michael

The Reverend Donald Michael

In addition to his parents, he

Hammond, 70, of
Radford, and formerly
of Bluefield, W.Va., died
Saturday, Dec. 31, 2022,
at his home surrounded
by his family.

Deacon Don was
born Sept. 10, 1952, in
Bluefield, W.Va. and was
preceded in death by his
parents, John Samuel
Hammond and Carol
and Robert Stafford, Sr.

Don graduated from Bluefield
High School in 1970, attended
Marshall University, served in the
U. S. Navy from 1972 to 1977, and
was then employed by Mountaineer
Bowling Center and Sandy Valley
Lanes.

In October 2004, Don was
ordained a permanent deacon in
the Roman Catholic church in the
Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston,
W.Va. He was employed as Catholic
Campus Minister at Concord
University, Athens, W. Va. by the
diocese and was also employed by
Sacred Heart Catholic Church,
Bluefield, W. Va. as pastoral
associate. After retiring and moving
to Radford,, he was incardinated in
the Diocese of Richmond in 2021
and assigned to St. Jude Catholic
Church in Christiansburg.

Don had a charismatic gift of
prayer and praise and, along with
the Sacred Heart Music Ministry, led
many to the heart of Jesus with his
music. In 2011, he wrote “Mass in
the Key of Praise” that has been used
throughout the United States.

Pastorally, Don served Bluefield
and Princeton Sacred Heart churches
by witnessing marriages, visiting the
sick, celebrating funerals and wake
services, and baptizing parishioners.

was preceded in death
by his brother, Sean
Michael Hammond
and Sean’s wife, Heidi.

He is survived by
his wife of 48 years,
Loretta;  daughters
Amy Hammond of

Radford and Laura
Hubble (Eric) of
Christiansburg.  He

was Nonno to Andrew
and Natalina Hubble
of Christiansburg.

His siblings are Julie Francisco
(John) of Scott Depot, W. Va., Lori
Dorencamp (Craig) of Lantana, Fla.,
Robert Stafford, Jr., of Tazewell, Va.,
Sarah Bosco (Jay) of Lake Charles
Shores, Fla., and John Hammond
(Donna) of Dalton, Ga. He is
also survived by his uncle, James
Hammond of Richlands, Va.; his
father’s wife, Linda Hammond of
Dalton, Ga.; and several nieces,
nephews and cousins.

A Mass of Christian Burial will take
place on Monday, Jan. 9, 2023, at 11
a.m. at the Sacred Heart Catholic
Church, Bluefield, with Celebrant
Father Paul Wharton. Visitation will
be one hour prior to the Mass.

A Memorial Mass will be held
at a later date at St. Jude Catholic
Church in Christiansburg  where
inurnment will be at St. Jude’s
Columbarium.

In lieu of flowers, Don has
requested donations be made to the
Sacred Heart Food Pantry, PO Box
608, Bluefield, WV 24701 or St.
Jude Catholic Church, 1740 Tyler
Road, Christiansburg, VA 24073.

The Hammond family is in the
care of Mullins Funeral Home &
Crematory in Radford, Virginia.
www.mullinsfuneralhome.com.

www.ourvalley.org

Lancaster, Dot Phillips

Dot Phillips Lancaster, 87, passed

many other relatives and friends.

away at her home in
Dublin on Saturday, Dec.

31, 2022.
She  retired from
Kollmorgen. Dot  was

preceded in death by
her parents, Robert and
Elizabeth Phillips; sisters
Barbara Phillips, Ann
Baker, and Helen Monroe;
a brother, Davis Phillips;
and her first husband, John
H. Midkiff, Jr.

Survivors include her husband,
Lowell L. Lancaster; daughters Jonna
Midkiff McGraw (Gary Joyce),
and Cindy Midkiff Hartmann; a
stepdaughter, Elizabeth B. Lancaster; a
stepson, Jonathan P Lancaster (Janet);
grandchildren, Jonathan McGraw
(Olivia) and Aaron Hartmann (Steph);
three great-grandchildren and one on
the way; a brother, John R. Phillips,
PhD; a dear friend, Diane Lovern; and

Dot was a hard
worker all her life. She
could fix anything
that was broken
and was a creative
problem solver. She
was an excellent
seamstress and cook
who enjoyed going
on cruises, dancing,
sitting on the beach,
gardening, farmers’
markets, and being
with her family.

The family received friends
on Tuesday, Jan. 3, 2023, at the
Mullins Funeral Home in Radford,
followed by funeral services with
Dennis Kinnan and Jim Holt
officiating. Interment followed in
West View Cemetery in Radford.

The Lancaster family is in care
of Mullins Funeral Home and
Crematory in Radford.

Green, Aldora Keys

Aldora Keys Green, of Blacksburg,

Heroine Award, an award for perfect

a  beloved mother,
grandmother, sister, and
co-worker, passed away
at 91 years of age on Dec.
29, 2022.

During her 67-year
tenure at Virginia Tech
and Radford University,
she opened her home,
wallet, and heart to every
student she met. Aldora
won multiple awards,

attendance; the In
the Limelight Award;
the Black Caucus
Outstanding Award;
and the Ring Dance
Appreciation Award.
She also won Radford’s
President’s Volunteer
Service Award.

A memorial service
was held in McCoy
Funeral Chapel in

including the prestigious
Presidential Service Award,

the

Blacksburg on Friday,
Jan. 6, 2023.

Selby, Peggy Ann

Peggy Ann Selby, 79 of Blacksburg,

Hubbell Lighting in Christiansburg.

went to join her heavenly
Father on Friday, Dec. 30,
2022. Peggy is survived by
her daughter, Lourie and
Lester Shaver of Blacksburg;
sons, Leroy Linkous Jr.
of Christiansburg, and
Richard Linkous
Robert Croote of Riner;
grandchildren, Bridgette
Strup and husband Dan,
and Amber Linkous; great

and "l

Our mom was a great
inspiration in the way
she gave of herself in
caring for others. She
was a wonderful cook,
enjoyed gardening and
loved her pets.

A memorial
service will be held,
Wednesday, Jan. 11,
2022, at the McCoy
Funeral Home Chapel,

grandchildren,  Georgia
and Penelope Strup; sister Lois and
Malcom Woolwine; and best friend,
Gloria Hilton. She leaves to cherish her
memory, several nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in death by her
parents, Richard and Kit Linkous;
husband, Leroy Linkous; brother,
William Linkous; and sisters, Nancy
Wright and Linda Sweeney.

Peggy retired after 34 years at

150 Country Club
Drive, Blacksburg, Va., at 3 p.m.
Visitation will be prior to the service
from, 2- 3 p.m. A special thank you to
her caregivers, Laura Bentley, Penny
Thompson, her furry companion
Razz, and Good Samaritan Hospice
caregivers, Brittany, Connie and
Karen. In lieu of flowers, donations
to the Good Samaritan Hospice can
be made in Peggy’s name.

Virginia lech National Security
Institute taps top talent to form
inaugural advisory board

By Isabella
Virginia Tech

Rossi -

Virginia Tech’s National
Security Institute (VITNSI)
is engaging with national
security leaders to form its
inaugural advisory board.

This new advisory board
was created with the Ted
and Karyn Hume Center
for National Security
and Technology advisory
board as its foundation,
combining the 10 existing
members with 10 new

members.
“We are extremely
grateful for the

enthusiastic support from
both the returning and
new board members,” said
Eric Paterson, executive
director of the Virginia
Tech National Security
Institute. “Many of the
returning members have
long experience advising
the Hume Center and
witnessessed its remarkable
growth over the past 15
years. The new members
also bring a wealth of
experience, especially
looking through the lens
of industry partners and
government agencies
who hire Virginia Tech
students and look to us for
our contributions to some
of the most pressing issues
facing our country today.”

The board, composed
of high-profile experts

who represent government

and  higher education
institutions, works with
the institute’s team

to gain new insights,
anticipate opportunities
and future challenges,
forge new connections,
explore sustainable
growth strategies, and
cement the institute as
the destination for talent,
research, and innovation
in the Commonwealth of
Virginia and beyond.

“Over the next few
years, advice from our
advisory board will be
critical as we scale up the
vision so clearly defined
by the founding of the
Hume Center with an
intentional focus on the
intersection of research
execution with student
experiential learning,” said
Paterson. “We endeavor to
see our model deployed to
thousands of Virginia Tech
students. The guidance
from our board will be very
important to make sure we
align our faculty expertise
with critical and emerging
technologies that serve
the needs of industry and
government.”

New advisory board
members:

David  Appel, vice
president, national security
division of Amazon Web
Services

Timothy A. Barton,
Dynetics Group  chief
technology officer, Leidos

Kenneth Bible, chief
information security
officer, U.S. Department
of Homeland Security

Valerie M. Browning,
vice president for research
and technology, corporate
technology  office of
Lockheed Martin

Leanne Caret, executive
vice president and senior
advisor, The Boeing
Company

Chris
chief executive
Cummiskey
Solutions LLC

Lisa Finneran, vice
president of engineering,
General Dynamics
Mission Systems

Victor R. McCrary ]r.,
vice president for research,
professor of chemistry,
University of the District
of Columbia

John Saad, partner,

Cummisky,
officer,
Strategic

defense and  security
segment leader,
Guidehouse

Robert Wilkie, former

secretary  of  Veterans
Affairs
Returning  advisory

board members, previously
serving on the Hume
board:

Charles Clancy, senior
vice president, general
manager, MITRE Labs
and chief futurist, MITRE

Bob Flores, founder and

See Board, page 8

Blacksburg’s Sarah

Weatherspoon named to
Trine University dean’s list

Blacksburg’s Sarah Weatherspoon
of Blacksburg earned Dean’s List
recognition for the Fall 2022 term at
Trine University in Angola, IN.

Weatherspoon is majoring in
elementary education/special ed dual
licensure.

To earn Dean’s List honors, Trine
University students must complete a
minimum of 12 hours and have a grade
point average of 3.500-3.749.

Trine University is an internationally
recognized, private, co-educational,
residential institution that offers
associate’s, bachelor’s, master’s and
doctoral degrees. Trine is a member of
the Michigan Intercollegiate Athletic

Association and offers 37 intercollegiate
sports, 27 of which compete in
NCAA Division III. Its golf program
includes the university-owned 18-hole
championship Zollner Golf Course.

Founded in 1884 and accredited
by the Higher Learning Commission
of the North Central Association
of Colleges and Schools (www.
ncahigherlearningcommission.org),
Trine operates a 450-acre campus
in Angola, IN, and the College of
Health Professions in Fort Wayne,
IN, with education centers in
Detroit, MI, and Phoenix, AZ,
and programs available worldwide
through TrineOnline.

Put The Classifieds To Work!
Call 389-9355

www.montcova.com
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Blacksburg player commits
to play volleyball at RU

%

v .

11
;} ‘\

FILE PHOTO
Rylee Sloss had 281 assists and 271 Kkills this past season for Blacksburg High

School’s volleyball team.

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@mainstreetnewspapers.com

career as a student-athlete and a
professional career. Most recently, she
was the assistant coach at Big South

Rylee Sloss is coming offan outstanding  Conference institution Winthrop
senior season at Blacksburg High School  University.
and this past week, she announced her This past season, Radford finished
intentions to continue her volleyball 12-16.

Sloss said she chose Radford for a
couple of reasons. “Being closer to home
was extremely appealing to me when
making my decision. Also, after visiting
with Coach Livingston and Coach
Forman, I felt welcomed and knew
Radford was the best fit for me.”

Sloss plans to major in communications
with a goal on the court to build a strong
connection with teammates. “My main
goal on the court is to contribute to the
team’s success in whatever role possible.”

career at Radford University.

This past season, Sloss had 281 assists,
271 kills, 134 digs and 43 blocks and was
named to the first-team All-River Ridge
District and Region 4D lists.

Sherisa Livingston is entering her
third season as the head coach of
Radford volleyball, becoming the 11th
head coach in program history in 2020.

Livingston came to Radford
with nearly seven years of coaching
experience following a phenomenal

Radford Bobcats win
holiday tourney title
.
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PHOTO COURTESY OF RADFORD BOBCATS

The Radford High School boys varsity basketball team won the First Community
Bank Christmas Tournament this past week at Ft. Chiswell High School. Radford
won all three games over East Wilkes 50-27, Narrows 58-34, and George Wythe
56-42. Pictured (left to right) are Max Kanipe, Mekih Martin, Conner Young,
Sincere Taylor, Jeremiah Eaves, Gavin Gormany, Luke Woodard, Elijah Kelly, Parker
Prioleau, Thomas Grant, Koreyon Ferguson and Daniel DeHart-Lewis.

Broadcasts of Kenny Brooks
Show to return on Jan. 9

The Kenny Brooks Show, which did three in-person shows in
November and December, returns for the rest of the 2022-23 season, as
its dates for the months of January and February are now set.

Evan Hughes, the voice of Virginia Tech women’s basketball and a
Jim Nantz award winner, returns to host the show and will continue to
interview head coach Brooks, assistant coaches, and players.

Seven shows will be broadcast, starting on Monday, Jan. 9 at 6 p.m.
and ending on Monday, Feb. 27. The shows will be a mix of in-person
and virtual with fans being able to tune in to the virtual shows on the
HokieSports app.

In-person shows will take place at the University Club, which fans do
not have to be a member of to attend, and those shows will take place
on Jan. 9, Jan. 24, Jan. 31, and Feb. 27, while the other shows on Jan.
17, Feb 7. and Feb. 20 will be virtual.

Kenny Brooks Show schedule

Date Location

Jan. 9 University Club
Jan. 17 VIRTUAL

Jan. 24 University Club
Jan. 31 University Club
Feb. 7 VIRTUAL

Feb. 20 VIRTUAL

Feb. 27 University Club

Collegiate official to lead
Auburn girls basketball

Marty Gordon

NRVsports@mainstreetnewspapers.com

Collegiate basketball
referee  Jennifer Rezac
is trading in her whistle
to take over as the head
coach of the Auburn High
School girls basketball
team.

Basketball has been a
part of her life since she
was a youngster. After
her involvement with
the sport as a player and
as a recreational sports
and striped official on
the NCAA hardwood,
she hopes to continue to
impact the lives of young
players through coaching
and teaching the game.

“This game, both as a
player, a professional, and
as an official has provided
so much for me in my life
in teaching me lifelong
skills such as leadership,
time management,
problem solving,
communication, decision

making, and good health,

I wanted to be able to
continue to provide other
young players those same

skills through the game

for their futures,” she
said.

While this is her
first  “real” coaching
experience, Rezac has

related to “coaching” for
several years as an official.

She is originally from
Nebraska where she

went to school at private

catholic  schools in
Omabha.
She was a multi-

sport athlete growing up
throughout high school,
playing softball, soccer,
volleyball, and basketball.
Due to several knee
injuries in high school
(three ACL tears between
both right and left knees)
as well as ankle injuries,
she walked on at the
University of Nebraska-
Lincoln basketball

program. Injuries kept
her sidelined, and she
turned to a recreational
sports career and to
officiating.

Looking at her new
adventure, Rezac believes
the Auburn High School
athletics  program is
strong, but the girls
basketball program
has not proven to have
success for any number
of reasons.

“I want to change the
mindset around the girls’
program not only within
the school but also in the
Riner area,” Rezac said.
“Our plans not only are
geared toward the high
school but also toward
the development of the
gitls youth program in

the Riner area for the
future of the middle
school.”

Auburn is 3-6 in the
2022 part of its season as
the New Year opens with
the Mt. Empire District
schedule.

F ROM THE SIDELINES

By Marty Gordon

NFL incident reminds us of ’97 incident

The cardiac event
involving NFL player
Damar Hamlin earlier

this week brought back
memories of a 1997
Roanoke Victory Stadium
event that affected us here
in Southwest Virginia.

I was there the night
6-1, 250-pound Pulaski
County High  School
offensive lineman Lee
Cook fell to the turf early
in the second quarter
against William Fleming.
He was pronounced dead

at  Carilion Roanoke
Memorial Hospital,
according to  hospital
officials. We watched

as emergency personnel
worked to revive him.

No really knew how
serious CooK's injury was as
he was rushed to the nearby
hospital

Watching this weeks
incident on television
rushed all those concerns
back. I knew exactly what
had happened and how
quickly those emergency
staffers were working to
save his life.

Hamlin’s life-threatening
injury during Monday
nights game against
the Cincinnati Bengals
resonated around the
league and the world of

sports.
In the first quarter of the
game, Hamlin, a 24-year-
old safety, tackled Bengals
receiver Tee Higgins, taking
him to the ground. Hamlin
stood up after the tackle
and took two steps but
then collapsed to the turf.

He went into cardiac
arrest, was administered
CPR, and his heartbeat was
revived on the field. He was
then taken to the hospital
in critical condition.

Cook, who was a high
school junior back then,
was injured on the first play
after Pulaski got the ball
back on downs. The game
was halted for about 15
minutes as rescue workers
and trainers attended to
Cook. He was carried off
the field on a stretcher.

Neither team was told
of Cook’s death until after
the game, won by William
Fleming, 8-6.

Cook died from what
the medical examiner called
a rare event.

According  to  the
autopsy, Cook was hit as
his heart was recharging for
another beat, causing his
heart to scramble its signals
and stop.

The result, a condition

called Commotio Cordis, |°]

‘IOIITH LEAGUES NOW FORMING

: ﬁ  STARIS JANUARY 7TH AT 5:300M gl
80

Scan QR Code for
Registration or Call 382-5525

575 Arbor Drive,

www.nrvsuperbowl.biz

Christiansburg

occurs when an individual
experiences a trauma to
the chest that can cause
additional waves of electricity
to pass through the heart
muscle. The extra waves
throw off the normal heart
thythm, which can be deadly.

According to the
American Heart Association,
Commotio Cordis is a
term applied to sudden
death resulting from non-
penetrating  chest  wall
impact in the absence of
injury to the ribs, sternum,
and heart, thereby differing
from cardiac contusion. The
common causes include the
impact of baseballs, footballs,
lacrosse sticks, and hockey
pucks.

Resuscitation within three
minutes typically results in
a survival rate of 25% (17
of 68 cases). Survival drops
to 3% when resuscitation
is delayed beyond three
minutes.

In the last decade,
Commotio Cordis events
have primarily occurred
in sports, and thus, this

See Sidelines, page 8
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Craig downs East Montgomery 57-46

Grayson Caldwell lines up a jumper for Eastern
Montgomery against Craig County in Pioneer District

action.

Eastern Montgomery’s Xavier Brown drives in for a
layup against Craig County.

East Mont’s Talon Bruce scores on a fast bhreak layup
over Craig County’s Seth Parsons.
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PHOTOS BY JON FLEMING

Eastern Montgomery’s Camden Sutphin takes a shot

over Craig County’s Drew Duncan.

Hokie lineman signs with Frankturt Galaxy

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@mainstreetnewspapers.com

Virginia Tech lineman Danijel
Miletic has signed a professional
contract with the Frankfurt
Galaxy. The 6-3, 290 Miletic
was a redshirt freshman and was
expected back into the fold until
his announcement on Monday.

He was listed as a backup

offensive guard and was one of

Tech’s first international signees
when he came to Blacksburg.

Previously, he played for the
Darmstadt Diamonds club team
near Frankfurt, Germany, and
was a member of the PPI Recruits
program that has placed more than
60 players in major Division I
programs. He is originally from
Serbia.

At the time of his signing in 2021,
Miletic was ranked as the No. 2
player coming out of Germany. He
chose Tech over East Carolina and
the University of Central Florida.

The Frankfurt Galaxy is an

American football team that plays
in the European League of Football
(ELF).

The franchise was announced in
November 2020 as part of ELF’s
inaugural season. In March 2021,
ELF announced it had reached an
agreement with the NFL to be able
to use the team names from the
days of NFL Europe.

Frankfurc finished 8-4 this
past season and was 9-1 in 2021
when the Galaxy won the league
championship.

www.montcova.com
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phenomenon has become more well known to the sports
communities and physicians.

So far, doctors have not said that is what happened in the
recent Buffalo Bills contest.

Prayers are with the NFL player and hopefully he can
recover from his incident. But for now, it is just a freak
accident that took place in a very violent sport, which
we have to admit is dangerous. Football is sometimes a
distraction from life, but this week it reminded us there is so
much more in life.

Annual Marty awards, early 22
predictions

The remains of COVID continued to haunt the sports
world this past year, making it tough to determine who
deserved to receive our own version of the EPSY, in this
case, a “Marty.”

The first one is given to Christiansburg High School’s
offensive line for an outstanding season. Pass out the seven
combination Martys. Also, hand another over to their
coach, Alex Wilkens. He deserves to add one to his trophy
cabinet.

Lets give a Marty to Auburn football coach David
Seabaugh, who has coached two seasons but has yet to finish
one. He deserves an award for sticking it out.

Former Virginia Tech kicker Joey Slye has found a home
with the Washington Commanders. He deserves one of our
special awards for his effort.

Blacksburg’s Rebecca Minnick continues to move up the

Classical Clearance Sale.
Fall and Winter Apparel and Accessories
1/3 to 1/2 Off and $12

(540) 951-8102
860 University City Blvd,
Blacksburg
11am-5pm | Monday-Saturday

Women's Clothier Since 1973

national rankings for frisbee golf and deserves a Marty.

Former Radford University athletic director Chuck
Taylor passed in the fall and deserves a Marty posthumous
award.

Former Christiansburg Recreation athletic supervisor
Chuck Muncy retired from his longtime position but has
taken the position as the new Christiansburg High School
golf coach where he continues to build a program that really
didn't exist until this year. He deserves a Marty.

Longtime Radford Recreation Director Kenny Goodyear
announced his retirement after more than 25 years. Thanks,
Kenny, for everything you have done for youngsters in
the Radford area. You also gain a special Marty for all the
programs you helped to make successful. Enjoy retirement.

We also said goodbye to Pulaski County football voice
Dan Callihan, who made a difference for the entire area and
this sports reporter. He receives a Marty for his support of
local athletics. Pulaski County High School has placed his
name on the press box, which he called home for so long,

The injury bug hit Christiansburg football player Thaxton
Henley in the third game of the season, knocking him out of
his senior season after not playing in his junior year because
of a similar knee injury. When he played, Henley made a
difference for the team and deserves his own Marty.

Another Marty is given to the Auburn High School
volleyball team for another state tide. Sherry Millirons is
close to having a Marty specially named after her.

A Marty also goes to the Eastern Montgomery girls’
soccer team that has been playing the sport for only the past
three seasons for winning the 2022 state title.

Raena Worley is one of the top gymnasts in the country

B Oa rd from page 6

chief executive officer, government
Applicology Incorporated Glenn Kurowski,
Ted Hume, retired, senior vice president,

NEW RIVER

Community College
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Spring Classes Begin

January 23
Registration Now Open!
www.nr.edu/registernow

www.ourvalley.org

Docs for Morgan fundraiser
to return to in-person
baskethall game

Jan. 3, 2023 --The Virginia Tech Carilion School
of Medicine (VICSOM)’s annual Docs for Morgan
fundraiser will feature, for the first time since 2020,
an in-person basketball game pitting medical students
against Carilion Clinic residents and physicians. The
event, which supports the Morgan Dana Harrington
Memorial Scholarship Fund at VICSOM, has been
held in different formats in recent years because of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Docs for Morgan will be held at 7 p.m. Feb. 1 at
the Patrick Henry High School gymnasium at 2120
Grandin Road in Roanoke. Admission to the public
event is free, and donations to the scholarship fund
are encouraged.

“It really means so much that we can be back in
person and welcome a crowd to cheer on the students
and physicians as they battle it out on the court for
a great cause,” said Tracey Criss, associate dean for
clinical science years 3 and 4 at the medical school.
“This event is really about honoring Morgan and
supporting the Harrington family. Over the years it
has brought together the medical school, community,
and Carilion Clinic. Its something we look forward
to every year.”

Dan Harrington recently retired from his role as
vice dean of VICSOM, where he played an integral
role in establishing the school. His daughter Morgan
worked as an intern at VICSOM while a rising junior
at Virginia Tech.

After Morgan’s tragic death in 2009, the outpouring
of support from VICSOM, Virginia Tech, Carilion
Clinic, and the community helped the Harringtons
on their path of healing. In honor of Morgan’s life,
they created the Morgan Dana Harrington Memorial
Scholarship at the medical school, funded the Morgan
Harrington Educational Wing ac OMNI Village
in Zambia, and founded Help Save the Next Girl,
a national nonprofit that educates children and
young adults about the need for safety and personal
responsibility.

The first Docs for Morgan basketball game was
held in 2013. The game and other fundraising efforts
have helped the Harrington Memorial Scholarship
generate more than $500,000 to benefit students at

PHOTO COURTESY VIRGINIA TECH MEDIA RELATIONS

For the first time since 2020, the Virginia Tech
Carilion School of Medicine’s Docs for Morgan
fundraiser will feature an in-person haskethall game
with medical students taking the court against
Carilion Clinic residents and physicians. The event
will be held at 7 p.m. on Feh. 1 at the Patrick Henry
High School gymnasium in Roanoke.

at the University of Kentucky. She is from Christiansburg
and deserves a Marty for her outstanding year.

These awards dont come with a litde trophy like the
EPSY. Instead they simply come with bragging rights.

Tampa Bay and Tom Brady will make the NFL playoffs,
playing the Eagles in the NFC championship game.

Virginia Tech’s baseball team will dominate competition
and win an ACC tournament title. This comes on the heels
of the Tech womens basketball team winning their own
tournament title.

This all sets the stage for the Tech football team to
record an eight-win season for Brent Pry.

Other predictions:

A dog from the New River Valley will make it to the
finals in the Westminister Dog Show.

The Washington Commanders will be sold for a
record $9.5 billion with one of the investors having a
New River Valley connection.

The Virginia Tech golf course (on-campus) will
officially close to allow for the future construction of
a new residential community for the school.

A national flag football league will announce
expansion to the New River Valley with plans to play
in Christiansburg.

The Salem Red Sox will branch out and play several
exhibition games throughout southwest Virginia.

A new sporting goods store will open in
Christiansburg.

No matter what, enjoy the world of sports no matter
your particular favorite. Make 2023 a memorable
season to remember.

chief technology officer, Core Consulting LLC
CACI International Inc. Stephanie  O’Sullivan,

Fran Landolf, principal, consultant and retired
principal deputy director,
national intelligence

Scott  Stapp, chief
technology officer,
Northrop Grumman

Jeanne Tisinger,
former deputy director
for support, Central
Intelligence Agency

John Treichler, chief
technical officer, Raytheon
Applied Signal Technology

B. Lynn  Wright,
independent consultant,
T.S. Pilgrim LLC

The mission of the
National Security Institute
is to meet the pressing
needs of the defense and
intelligence communities
by developing their future
workforce and advancing
interdisciplinary research,
technology, and policy.



