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The 01d Pros, a New River Valley mainstay for a half century, will perform a 50th Anniversary Gelebration concert

tomorrow, Sunday, April 16, at New River Community Gollege.
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Old Pros present

50th Ann

iversary

Celebration concert

The OId Pros Big Band Orchestra of New River
Community College will present their 50th Anniversary

| Celebration this Sunday, April 16, 2023, 3 - 5 p.m. in

Richardson Auditorium in Rooker Hall at the college in

| Dublin.

Admission is free, and donations will be accepted

¥| to the NRCC Educational

band.

Foundation to support the

The NRCC Educational Foundation assists

New River Community College in the endowment

equipment and furnishings,

the Old Pros.

“It is a privilege and hon
and celebrate this mileston
Old Pros,” said Larry Long,

| and distribution of scholarship funds, the purchase of

and the financial support of

@ academic and community enrichment programs, such as

or to come back to Dublin
e 50th anniversary of The
an original member of Old

See Concert, page 6

Company withdraws

application for

a solar array
special use permit

Lori Graham
Contributing writer

The Montgomery
County Board of

Supervisors voted Monday
to research future solar
energy projects in the
county after the company
seeking a recent special use
permit for such a project
withdrew its request.

Pivot Energy’s
application for a special
use permit for a solar array
has been withdrawn, but
the board does wish to
explore and seek public
comment on large energy
solar projects in the future.
A resolution requesting
the Planning Commission
to study, address and seek
public comment and input
on large scale solar energy
systems was approved with
an initial motion made by
Mary Biggs and seconded
by Steve Fijalkowski.

“This something we
desperately need,” said
Fijalkowski. “We just need
to customize it to fit our
county.”

Also  at  Monday’s
meeting, the Board of
Supervisors appropriated
$100,000 for fire
suppression system
improvements at FEastern
Montgomery Elementary
School. The money will
go into a capital fund
for the school in order
to begin making the
necessary repairs to the fire
suppression system.

County Administrator,
Craig Meadows, spoke to
the board, commenting on
the Eastern Montgomery
Elementary School’s
current situation that “it
is being addressed through
Firewatchers.”

“The building is safe
during the day when
students  are  there;
however, we need to
address an adjustment to

the sprinkler system and
will likely require the
installation of a pump,”
he said.

“For sure, the pump
will work. This is the
next most efficient step to
ensure this is addressed,”
Meadows responded to
board members questions.

MCPS  Superintendent
Bernard  Bragen, Jr.,
Ed.D., also addressed the
board.

“We do think that will
solve the problem,” he
said. “The issue is with
the pressure and the fire
suppression system.”

David Clarke, with
the Virginia Department
of Transportation,
provided an update on
road issues and projects
in Montgomery County
at Monday’s meeting as
the department prepares
for the road projects that
occur during the warmer
scasons. Fijalkowski asked
if the paving schedule was
ready at this time.

‘A six-year plan will
have to be decided on
in the next couple of
months,” said Clarke.
“If you have any specific
spots, I can take that now.”

Board members
mentioned several roads
in the county in need
of repairs, including
Alleghany Springs and
Mount Pleasant roads
in eastern Montgomery;
Mount Zion, Brooksfield,
and Glade roads in
Blacksburg, as well as
other projects currently
on the six-year plan, such
as Norris Run road in
Blacksburg. Additionally,
Todd King requested
for the transportation
department to evaluate
Old Rough Road in Riner
for maintenance, and

Darrell Sheppard asked

See Company, page 6

Education at Virginia Tech
a family affair for the Raceks

BLACKSBURG -
Genetics  provides  the
evidence that Dawson,
Katie, and Will Racek
inherited their hair color,
eye color, and other certain
physical and personality
traits from their parents.

And  though  not
scientifically ~ proven,
Joe and Lisa Racek, two
Virginia Tech alumni,
probably passed down their
overwhelming affinity for
this university as well.

Higher education
certainly is a family affair for
this Blacksburg family of six
and worthy of celebration
on Spring Family Weckend
2023, which starts Friday.
Of special note, four of
these six family members
currently are pursuing
degrees at Virginia Tech.

Every college features its
share of legacy students —
children of alumni — but
three of those attending
college at the same time
seems rare. That mom is
working on a master’s

other a lot, which is just so
cool. We get to go home and
hang out with family a lot.
... On campus, I will just
get lunch with them or go
see Wills dorm. T'll go hang
out with him and his friends,
and its just really cool to be
in the same place. In high
school, we didnt really get to

have the student experience

)

together. Kids in high school
are separated, honestly, but
in college, you definitely get
to do a lot together, and its
awesome.”

Dawson, the oldest child
and a senior pursuing degrees
in both corporate finance
and entrepreneurship from
the Pamplin College of
Business, started the parade

PHOTO

of Racek children going
to Virginia Tech in 2019.
He originally wanted to
play football in college and
received a scholarship offer
from Jacksonville University.
Like many local teens, a part
of him longed to get away
and try something different.

See Raceks, page 4
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degree makes this story even  The Racek family has deep ties to Virginia Tech, including current first-year student
Will (far left), junior Katie (second from left), and senior Dawson (far right). Their

“Its been awesome,” parents are alumni of the university, with Lisa (second from right) currently pursuing
Katie said. “We see each a master’s degree in leadership studies.

more unique.

New River Valley Mushroom Club forages for fungi in the forest
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PHOTOS COURTESY OF JEFF HUFFMAN

Members of the New River Valley Mushroom Club search for various wild fungi like the black morel (left) and

the Lion’s Mane.
Lori Graham

Contributing writer

Mycophiles are individuals that
enjoy hunting for wild mushrooms;
however, for the New River Valley

Give your loved one
a place of honor....

KNOW YOUR MEMORIAL OPTIONS

IN OUR CEMETERY

MEMORIAL GARDENS of t

D,

—

(NRV) Mushroom Club it is
more than just the discovery of a
wild mushroom, it is the sharing of
information with others who are
interested in foraging for these edible
wonders in the woods.

Jeftf Huffman, NRV Mushroom
Club President, explained that there
are spots in the area that will warm-up
quicker than other areas and also have

AAANY
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See Fungi, page 4
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Saturday, April 19:
Ollie Aboard the Reading Train

At the Radford Public Library; 11 a.m. — noon. By
reservation only! Register your child for a 10-minute
reading session with Oliver, the Saint Francis Facility
Dog. Children can practice reading aloud to a furry
friend. Please email elizabeth.sensabaugh@radfordva.
gov to reserve a reading session. Bring your book or pick
one while you're at the library. Oliver will be happy to
hear your story.

Free Tax Assistance with NRCA
At the Christiansburg Library; 1 — 4 p.m. Come

in for free tax prep assistance through the Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance program and NRCA. Income
limits may apply. Walk-In Only! For more information
visit https://newrivercommunityaction.org/vita or call

540-320-3217.

Monday, April 17:

Electric Vehicles Show and Tell
At the Blacksburg Library; 2 — 3:30 p.m. Join
us for a community electric vehicle (EV) showing
event! The Hokie Electric Vehicle Team (HEVT) will
discuss the environmental and economic advantages
of EV’s, as well as the importance of how we impact
our community. Whether youre an EV enthusiast
or just interested in learning more about sustainable
transportation options, this event is not to be missed!

Wednesday, April 19:

Business Women’s meeting

American  Business Women’s Association
NRV Express Network April luncheon meeting;
11:30 a.m.- lp.m., Holiday Inn Christiansburg-
Blacksburg, 99 Bradley Drive, Christiansburg. Join
us for networking fun at our April meeting. We will
engage in interactive ice breakers to get to know
each other better. We have lots of new members
in recent months and would love to become better
acquainted with each and everyone. Paige Godwin
is the Speaker Sponsor for this meeting. RSVP
by April 17. Cost is $16. Contact: Terri Welch at
christiansburg@wineanddesign.com or Paige Godwin
at godwinpaige@gmail.com.

Radford Army Ammunition Plant

community meeting

The Radford Army Ammunition Plant (RFAAP) will
hold the next Commander’s Community Meeting at
6:30 p.m. at the Christiansburg Library, 125 Sheltman
St., Christiansburg. It also will be broadcast on Facebook
Live (facebook.com/RadfordArmyAmmunitionPlant/).
Meetings are open to the public.

Hahn Horticulture Garden Talk

At the Virginia Tech Squires Student Center Brush
Mountain Room B (not at the Garden!);10 -11:30 a.m.
Campus Arborist Jamie King will discuss key elements
and components of the draft of VI’s Urban Forest
Master Plan.

Thursday, April 20 -

Saturday, April 22:

Hahn Horticulture Garden Plant

Sale:

At the Hahn Horticulture Garden, 200 Garden
Lane, on the campus of Virginia Tech; Thurs., April 20
and Fri., April 21: 8 a.m. — 5 p.m., Sat., April 22 8 a.m.
- noon (or when they sell out.) This event benefits both
the Garden and the Horticulture Club, so please come
out and support and purchase some interesting plants
for your yard. There will be a preview on Wed. April 19
at noon where we will highlight some of the plants that
will be for sale. Please note that no plants will be sold
or put on hold on Wednesday.

Saturday, April 22:

Montgomery County/ Blackshurg
Kiwanis Club Brunswick Stew

fundraiser

At Prices Fork Elementary School (PFES), 4021
Prices Fork Rd., Blacksburg; noon — 2 p.m. Fundraiser
benefits programming at PFES and local youth charities
supported by Kiwanis. Pre-orders are encouraged by
calling (540) 951-5834 or emailing pfesstew@gmail.
com. Payment accepted by cash or check upon pickup.
Kindly make checks payable to PFES. Drive-thru
service will be available the day of pickup. Price is $10/
quart or $9 /quart for five quarts.

Monday, April 24:

Radford City Council meeting

The Radford City Council will hold its regularly
scheduled meeting at 7 p.m. in council chambers at
the Radford Municipal Building, 10 Robertson St.,
Radford. See the agenda at www.radfordva.gov.

Montgomery County Board of
Supervisors meeting

Public meetings are the second and fourth Monday
of each month at the Montgomery County Government
Center, 755 Roanoke St. in Christiansburg. Closed
sessions begin at 6 p.m. if needed. Open sessions begin
at 7:15 p.m. Citizens are invited to attend and allowed
to speak at each meeting. All regular meetings of the
Board of Supervisors are rebroadcast on Montgomery
County Comecast and Shentel Channels 190 daily.

Tuesday, April 29:

Blacksburg Town Council meeting

Town Council meets in regular session the second
and fourth Tuesdays of each month at 6:30 p.m. in
the Roger E. Hedgepeth Chambers of the Blacksburg
Municipal Building, 300 S. Main St. These meetings
are open to the public and televised live on WTOB
Channel 2.

Christiansburg Town Council
meeting

Regular Town Council meetings are held on the
second and fourth Tuesday of each month beginning
at 7 p.m. in Council Chambers of Town Hall (100 E.
Main Street). The public is welcome and encouraged

to attend, with a citizen hearing time reserved at each
meeting for residents to bring any matter they desire
before the entire council.

Saturday, April 29:

Library of Virginia on-the-go

At the Meadowbrook Library; 10 am. — 2 p.m.
The Library of Virginia is bringing their state-of-
the-art equipment and offering their expertise. Join
us to explore research resources, discuss regional and
family history, enjoy children’s activities and much
more. Door prizes, Genealogy 101 and help with your
questions, tours of the Meadowbrook Museum and the
MFRL Mobile Library, special guest Daniel Thorp, and
Precious Valley Farms Petting Zoo. All events are free
and open to the community.

Christianshurg Preshyterian
Church Spring Concert

Christiansburg Presbyterian Church will offer its
annual Spring Concert at 4 p.m. This years guest
artist will be classical guitarist Justin Craig. Justin is
a graduate of Radford University with a Master of
Music degree in classical guitar performance. He is a
busy regional guitarist, jazz performer, recording artist,
and teacher. He performs often as a soloist and leads a
variety of groups including a modern jazz and Brazilian
group. This concert is free and open to the public.

Registration open for annual
Scrabble tournament for literacy

Registration is now open for the Literacy Volunteers
of the New River Valley 15th Annual LVNRV Scrabble
Tournament, which will be held Thursday, April 27,
2023 at Sinkland Farms in Christiansburg. All proceeds
from the fun evening support free tutoring for adults
to provide them with the skills they need for personal
independence and family self-sufficiency. Programs
include one-on-one tutoring, Skill Up NRV and
Family READS programs, GED and U.S. Citizenship
preparation classes, and Bridge to Digital Learning

initiative. Register at www.lvnrv.org or call 540-382-
7262.

Cap and Gown Drive

The Town of Blacksburg Sustainability Office is
partnering with Blacksburg High School and Sustainable
Blacksburg to encourage re-use of previous years
graduate gear for the 2023 senior class. Gowns (blue
only - from 2018 and later), caps, stoles, and cords are
accepted. Donations can be made between 8:30 a.m.
-2:30 p.m., Monday-Friday at the Main Entrance of
Blacksburg High School. It is appreciated if materials are
dry-cleaned, but not required. For more information,
contact the Town of Blacksburg Sustainability Office at
540-443-1617 or sustainability@blacksburg.gov.

Free GED Classes

New River Community College is offering free
GED at the Meadowbrook Library every Tuesday and
Thursday evening from 5 — 8 p.m. The classes began
on Tuesday, Jan. 17 and end on Thursday, May 11.

For more information or to sign up please call the
Meadowbrook Library at 540-268-1964

Chamber looks for Best
Places to Work in the county

The Montgomery
County Chamber of
Commerce is partnering
with Virginia Tech to
conduct research into the
best places to work within
Montgomery  County.
To do this, two surveys
have been created, one
for employees to fill out
and one for employers.
The survey for employees
can be found at heeps://
virginiatech.questionpro.
com/MCCEmployee2023
while the ones for

employers can be found
at  heeps://virginiatech.
questionpro.com/
MCCEmployer23. In
addition to research, these
surveys will also be used by
the Montgomery County
Chamber of Commerce to
crown the Best Places to
Work winners of 2023.
The Best Places to Work
winners along with the 40
Under 40 award winners
will be announced at the
Montgomery  County
Chamber of Commerce’s

2023 Leadership
Conference on June 6th
at The University Club
of Virginia Tech. Tickets
to this year’s Leadership
Conference  can  be
found online at bitly/

mcccleadership2023.
If you would like to
nominate someone for the i Tl
40 Under 40 Award please E‘ f R

go bit.ly/under40nom.”

~ Montgomery County
Chamber of Commerce

Virginia’s Heritage Music Trail:

BRI )\

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE MONTGOMERY COUNTY-BLACKSBURG KIWANIS CLUB

Volunteers make the popular Kiwanis Club Brunswick stew at last year’s event.

Prices Fork Elementary, Kiwanis
Club of Montgomery Co.-Blacksburg

The Crooked Road accepting
Artist-In-Residence applications

Virginia’s Heritage Music Trail: The
Crooked Road is excited to announce
applications are now open for the 3rd
Artist-In-Residence program for heritage
musicians who reside in the Southwest
Virginia region.

The Artist-In-Residence program gives
local musicians a way to become an
ambassador for heritage music through
participating in events and educational
workshops. This initiative is a year-long
commitment, with a financial stipend,
for the selected artist. The artist will
attend various events, participate in
educational opportunities, and be
required to produce an original piece
of music or new performance of an
existing traditional piece of music for The
Crooked Road use.

Musicians that specialize in a heritage
music genre and live in the following
counties and cities of the Southwest
Virginia region are encouraged to apply:
Bland, Bristol, Buchanan, Carroll,
Dickenson, Floyd, Franklin, Galax, Giles,
Grayson, Lee, Montgomery, Norton,
Patrick, Pulaski, Radford, Russell, Scott,
Smyth, Tazewell, Washington, Wise,
Wythe.

The application can be found on The
Crooked Road’s website under “About
Us-Jobs & RFPs”. Interested parties can
also contact The Crooked Road office
directly for a copy of the application.
Applications will be accepted through
May 15, 2023.

Submitted by The Crooked Road

team up for Brunswick Stew Sale

BLACKSBURG - Price’s Fork
Elementary School and Montgomery
County-Blacksburg  Kiwanis Club
are sponsoring a Brunswick stew sale
on Saturday, April 22, at Price’s Fork
Elementary School, 4021 Price’s Fork
Rd, Blacksburg.

Stew will be available from noon — 2
p-m. for $10.00 per quart, or $9 per
quart if purchasing five or more quarts.
Stew can be pre-ordered by contacting
Price’s Fork School at 540-951-5834
or pfesstew@gmail.com or any Kiwanis
member. Proceeds will benefit the
physical education, music, and arts
programs at PFES, and children and
youth programs sponsored by Kiwanis.
Payment should be cash or check.

In the spirit of serving the children
of the world one child one community
at a time, Kiwanis uses all proceeds to
support local children and youth by
sponsoring stocking food pantries for
four and five year-old at risk students and

their siblings at two elementary schools,
supply parents of newborn and young
children with ID kits, purchase books
for pre-school children at 10 elementary
schools, sponsor Salvation Army
Christmas angels for younger children
and serve as bell ringers. The club also
donates to Scouts, Boys and Girls State,
the Women’s Resource Center, Boys and
Gitls Club, and sponsor Blacksburg High
School Key Club and Virginia Tech Circle
K, and staffs the concession stand for the
Special Olympics basketball tournament
with proceeds going to Special Olympics.
On June 3, the Kiwanis Club will hold
its annual golf tournament at Auburn
Hills and the club is looking for teams
and sponsors. For additional information
about Kiwanis, please contact Jerry Jones

at 540-552-8296 or gmjones@vt.edu.

Submitted by the Kiwanis Club of
Monrgomery County-Blacksburg
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Virginia Cooperative Extension earns national

recognitz'on

Work out every day for at least 30
minutes. Constrict your calorie intake.
Go to bed at the same time every night.
Cut out carbs and processed foods. No
red meat, and absolutely no alcohol.

“Yikes!” one might think, after
reading over this strict set of rules
related to human health. When working
toward a healthier lifestyle, “you don’t
want it to be torture,” said April Payne,
a Virginia Cooperative Extension agent.

“You know it’s going to be hard, but
you want to have fun with it, too,” she
said.

Payne is a lifestyle coach with the
Virginia Cooperative Extension Diabetes
Prevention Program, a lifestyle change
program supported by the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).
She is among a group of more than a
dozen Extension agents across Virginia
trained to teach this 12-month group
program that promotes the prevention
of Type 2 diabetes through realistic and
achievable health-related goals.

According to the CDC, more than
37 million Americans have diabetes
and about 90 to 95 percent of them
have Type 2 diabetes. The national

organization has for decades worked
to develop effective programs that can
impact the trajectory of diabetes for
people who are not yet diabetic.

Late last year, Extension was
awarded full accreditation by the CDC
as a provider of the Lifestyle Change
Program. The status is awarded to
organizations that achieve a certain
quality standards. Normally awarded
for a two-year period, Extension was
awarded this recognition for five years
because of the high retention of its
participants.

Extension adopted the program in
2016, which is tied to the National
Diabetes Prevention Program, an
evidence-based initiative aimed to help
people who have prediabetes and are
at a high risk of diabetes. People who
are at the highest risk are 45 years and
older, are overweight or obese, and live
sedentary lifestyles. Diabetes also has a
higher prevalence in African American
and Hispanic populations.

Participants meet as a group during
weekly sessions with cheir lifestyle
coaches, who serve more as facilitators
than educators. Beyond the expected

topics of weight loss and exercise,
people share personal successes and
challenges of staying on track with
their goals. Many participants continue
the conversations beyond meetings
via Facebook and other social media
platforms.

Connections and accountability are
key to the program, said Extension
Agent Clare Lillard, a lifestyle coach and
the state liaison for the program. Lillard
concluded her first course last year and
is currently in the middle of her second.

“It’s been very successful and 1 think
that’s because we have a lot of fun,”
Lillard said. “Through our Facebook
group, members share recipes, photos
of what they’ve been cooking, and stay
connected. Most importantly, they are
being supported along this journey.
To be successful, it must be a lifelong
journey, so why not try to have fun with
it along the way?”

Lillard, herself, isaType 2 diabetic. She
is hopeful that through her experience
with the disease, she can inspire others
to practice lifestyle changes that could
prevent them from being diagnosed.
Changes such as not worrying too much

for its Diabetes Prevention Program

about if they indulge a little during the
weekend, and instead, focusing on how
they can adjust their exercise habits and
food choices during the week.

Lillard and Payne have already made
an impact, many of their students agree.

Karen Grace is a 68-year-old retiree
from Culpeper. At a routine doctor’s
appointment last year, it was discovered
that she had a rising A1C level. That
jolted her into action.

“I wanted to address it and learn how
to get healthy before it went into full-
blown diabetes,” Grace said.

So she enrolled in the Lifestyle
Change Program last year.

“The program taught me the
importance of exercise and healthy
eating and that it’s not too late to make
changes in my lifestyle,” she said. “I
also enjoyed the camaraderie among the
group.”

Another aspect of the program that
participants enjoy is the fact that most
classes have occurred virtually since
the COVID-19 pandemic. It’s had its
advantages, Payne said. In this vircual
format, participants located in a part of

See Recognition, page 6
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TRUSTEE’S SALE
OF 3426 MOUNT
ZION ROAD,
BLACKSBURG, VA
24060.

In execution of a

certain Deed of Trust dated
March 11, 2005, in the
original principal amount of
$177,800.00 recorded

in the Clerk’s Office, Circuit
Court for Montgomery
County, Virginia as
Instrument No. 2005002842

The undersigned Substitute
Trustee will offer for sale at
public auction in the front of
the Circuit Court

building for Montgomery
County, 55 East Main
Street, Christiansburg,
Virginia on May 22, 2023, at
11:00 AM, the property
described in said Deed of
Trust, located at the above
address, and more
particularly described as
follows: BEGINNING AT A
POINT, A ROD SET ON
THE NORTH SIDE

OF MT. ZION ROAD (VA.
RTE. 655), CORNER TO
PROPERTY OF RALPH L.
AND THERESA P.
RUPERT; THENCE
LEAVING MT. ZION ROAD
AND WITH THE RUPERT
LINE, N. 00° 24" 13"

E. 28449 FEETTO A
POINT, AN EXISTING ROD
FOUND AND CORNER TO
THE PROPERTY

OF GLEN E. AND DENISE
G. PRICE; THENCE
LEAVING RUPERT AND
WITH THE PRICE

LINE, S. 88° 21" 17&quot;
E. 76.84 FEET TO A ROD
FOUND AT AN ANGLE
POINT; THENCE
CONTINUING WITH
PRICE, S. 01° 31" 00&quot;
E. 191.00 FEET TO A ROD
SET AT AN ANGLE
POINT; THENCE STILL
CONTINUING WITH
PRICE, S. 64° 26" 19&quot;
E. 33.48 FEETTO A
POINT, AROD SET
CORNER TO THE
PROPERTY OF ROY B.
MILLER, JR. AND DONNA
C. MILLER; THENCE
LEAVING PRICE AND
WITH THE MILLER LINE,
S. 15° 23" 00&quot; W.
108.00 FEET TO A

POINT, A ROD SET ON
THE NORTH SIDE OF MT.
ZION ROAD (VA. RTE.
655); THENCE

LEAVING MILLER AND
WITH MT. ZION ROAD, N.
72° 15" 48&quot; W. 79.15
FEET TO AROD

FOUND ON SAME;
THENCE CONTINUING
WITH SAID ROAD, N. 72°
45" 29&quot; W. 10.50
FEET TO THE POINT OF
BEGINNING, AND BEING
ALL OF THAT PROPERTY
NOW OR FORMERLY
BELONGING TO JAMES
PATRICK ELLIOTT, AS
MORE PARTICULARLY
SHOWN ON A PLAT OF
SURVEY AND BOUNDARY
LINE ADJUSTMENT
DATED FEBRUARY 23,
2005,

PREPARED BY JOHN R.
CHRISTMAN, LAND
SURVEYOR, A COPY OF
WHICH IS RECORDED IN
THE CLERK'S OFFICE OF
THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE COUNTY OF
MONTGOMERY,
VIRGINIA, IN PLAT BOOK
PAGE 25, PAGE 81.
TERMS OF SALE: ALL
CASH. A bidder’s deposit of
ten percent (10%) of the

Legals -

Montgomery County

sale price or ten percent
(10%) of the original
principal balance of the
subject Deed of Trust,
whichever is lower, in the
form of cash or certified
funds payable to the
Substitute Trustee must be
present at the time of the
sale. The balance of the
purchase price will be due
within fifteen (15) days of
sale, otherwise Purchaser’s
deposit may be forfeited to
Trustee. Time is of the
essence. If the sale is set
aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall
be entitled to a return of the
deposit paid. The Purchaser
may, if provided by the
terms of the Trustee’s
Memorandum of
Foreclosure Sale, be
entitled to a $50
cancellation fee from the
Substitute Trustee, but
shall have no further
recourse against the
Mortgagor, the Mortgagee
or the Mortgagee’s attorney.
A form copy of the Trustee’s
memorandum of foreclosure
sale and contract to
purchase real property is
available for viewing at
www.bwwsales.com.
Additional terms, if any, to
be announced at the sale
and the Purchaser may be
given the option to execute
the contract of sale
electronically. This is a
communication from a debt
collector and any
information obtained will be
used for that purpose. The
sale is subject to seller
confirmation. Substitute
Trustee: Equity Trustees,
LLC, 8100 Three Chopt
Road, Suite 240, Richmond,
VA 23229. For more
information contact: BWW
Law Group, LLC,

attorneys for Equity
Trustees, LLC, 6003
Executive Blvd, Suite 101,
Rockville, MD 20852, 301-
961-6555, website:
www.bwwsales.com. VA-
353027-2.

_Vinton Messenger

Zoning Ordinance, and
Future Land Use Map may
be viewed in the Planning
Department Office, 100 E.
Main Street, Christiansburg,
VA 24073 during normal
office hours of 8:00 a.m. —
5:00 p.m. Monday through
Friday. Contact Benjamin
Tripp, Planning Director, at
(540) 382-6128 ext. 1120 or
by email at
btripp@christiansburg.org
with any questions or if you
require reasonable
accommodations.

Tie New CASTLERRECORD

LEGAL NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

OF THE TOWN OF
CHRISTIANSBURG

TOWN COUNCIL

The Town of Christiansburg
Town Council will hold a
Public Hearing on, Tuesday,
April 25, 2023, at 7:00 PM
in the Council Chambers of
the Christiansburg Town
Hall, 100 E. Main

Street, Christiansburg,
Virginia 24073. The purpose
of the public hearing is to
receive public

comments concerning:

A. Rezoning request by
Jerry L. Beasley and L. R.
Ferolino-Beasley, Property
Owners, to rezone an
approximately 0.802 acre
portion of the property
located at 2475 Glade Drive
SE, Tax Parcel 530 — ((A)) -
6; Parcel ID 027238, from
Agricultural District A to
Single Family Residential
District R-1. The property is
designated as

Residential on the Future
Land Use Map of the 2013
Christiansburg
Comprehensive Plan.

Town Hall will be open and
available to receive public
comment in-person at the
time of this Public Hearing.
A copy of the application,
the Town’s Zoning Map,

LEGAL NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

OF THE TOWN OF
CHRISTIANSBURG

PLANNING
COMMISSION

The Town of Christiansburg
Planning Commission will
hold a Public Hearing on
Monday, May 1, 2023, at
7:00 PM in the Council
Chambers of the
Christiansburg Town Hall,
100 E. Main Street,
Christiansburg, Virginia
24073, pursuant to Sections
15.2-2204 and 15.2-2285 of
the Code of Virginia, as
amended. The purpose of
the public hearing is to
receive public comments
concerning:

A. Rezoning request by
RWW36, LLC, Property
Owner, and Christiansburg
VA (SEQ US Highway 460
and Roanoke) LLC,
Applicant, to rezone
approximately 1.976

acres located at the
southeast corner of Rt. 460
Bypass and Roanoke St.
and identified as Tax Parcel
529 — ((A)) — 48, Parcel ID
230045; from General
Business District B-3 to
Limited Industrial District |-
1. The property is partially
designated as

Mixed Use with Buffer
(Residential/Business) on
the Future Land Use Map of
the 2013 Christiansburg
Comprehensive Plan.
Town Hall will be open and
available to receive public
comment in-person at the
time of this Public Hearing.
A copy of the application,
the Town’s Zoning Map,
Zoning Ordinance, and
Future Land Use Map may
be viewed in the Planning
Department Office, 100 E.
Main Street, Christiansburg,
VA 24073 during normal
office hours of 8:00 a.m. —
5:00 p.m. Monday through
Friday. Contact Andrew
Warren, Assistant Town
Manager, at (540) 382-
6128, Ext. 1130 or by
email at
awarren@christiansburg.or
g, with any questions or if
you require reasonable
accommaodations.

W%THE
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Montgomery County
LEGAL NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

OF THE TOWN OF
CHRISTIANSBURG

PLANNING
COMMISSION

The Town of Christiansburg
Planning Commission will
hold a Public Hearing on
Monday, May 1, 2023, at
7:00 PM in the Council
Chambers of the
Christiansburg Town Hall,
100 E. Main Street,
Christiansburg, Virginia
24073, pursuant to Sections
15.2-2204 and 15.2-2285 of
the Code of Virginia, as
amended. The purpose of
the public hearing is to
receive public comments
concerning:

A. Rezoning request by
Shepherd Contracting LLC,
Property Owner, to rezone
approximately 2.00 acres
located at 4600 Roanoke
St., identified as Tax Parcel
503- (A)-37, Parcel ID
010304; from Limited
Business District B-1 to
General Business District
B-3. The property is
designated as Mixed Use
with Buffer
(Residential/Business) on
the Future Land Use Map of
the 2013 Christiansburg
Comprehensive Plan.
Town Hall will be open and
available to receive public
comment in-person at the
time of this Public Hearing.
A copy of the application,
the Town’s Zoning Map,
Zoning Ordinance, and
Future Land Use Map may
be viewed in the Planning
Department Office, 100 E.
Main Street, Christiansburg,
VA 24073 during normal
office hours of 8:00 a.m. —
5:00 p.m. Monday through
Friday. Contact Andrew
Warren, Assistant Town
Manager, at (540) 382-
6128, Ext. 1130 or by
email at
awarren@christiansburg.or
g, with any questions or if
you require reasonable
accommodations.

SALEM TIMESweREGISTER

LEGAL NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

OF THE TOWN OF
CHRISTIANSBURG

PLANNING
COMMISSION

The Town of Christiansburg
Planning Commission will
hold a Public Hearing on
Monday, May

1, 2023, at 7:00 PM in the
Council Chambers of the
Christiansburg Town Hall,
100 E. Main Street,
Christiansburg, Virginia
24073, pursuant to Sections
15.2-2204 and 15.2-2285 of
the Code of Virginia, as
amended. The purpose of
the public hearing is to
receive public comments
concerning:

A. Conditional Use Permit
request by RWW36, LLC,
Property Owner, and
Christiansburg VA (SEC US
Highway 460 and Roanoke)
LLC, Applicant, to allow

an Automobile Body Shop
on approximately 1.976
acres located at the
southeast corner of Rt. 460
Bypass and Roanoke St.
and further identified as Tax
Parcel 529 - ((A)) - 48;

News Messenger,

Parcel ID 230045, currently
zoned General Business
District B-3 and proposed
for rezoning to Limited
Industrial District I-1. The
property is partially
designated as

Mixed Use with Buffer
(Residential/Business) on
the Future Land Use Map of
the 2013 Christiansburg
Comprehensive Plan.
Town Hall will be open and
available to receive public
comment in-person at the
time of this Public Hearing.
A copy of the application,
the Town’s Zoning Map,
Zoning Ordinance, and
Future Land Use Map may
be viewed in the Planning
Department Office, 100 E.
Main Street, Christiansburg,
VA 24073, during normal
office hours of 8:00 a.m. —
5:00 p.m. Monday through
Friday. Contact Andrew
Warren, Assistant Town
Manager, at (540) 382-
6128, Ext. 1130 or by
email at
awarren@christiansburg.or
g, with any questions or if
you require reasonable
accommodations.

LEGAL NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

OF THE TOWN OF
CHRISTIANSBURG

PLANNING
COMMISSION

The Town of Christiansburg
Planning Commission will
hold a Public Hearing on
Monday, May 1, 2023, at
7:00 PM in the Council
Chambers of the
Christiansburg Town Hall,
100 E. Main Street,
Christiansburg, Virginia
24073, pursuant to Sections
15.2-2204 and 15.2-2285 of
the Code of Virginia, as
amended. The purpose of
the public hearing is to
receive public comments
concerning:

A. Conditional Use Permit
request by Shepherd
Contracting LLC, Property
Owner, to allow a
Contractor’s Equipment
Storage Yard on
approximately 2.00 acres
located at 4600 Roanoke
St., further identified as Tax
Parcel 503 - ((A)) - 37;
Parcel ID 010304,

currently zoned Limited
Business District B-1 and
proposed for rezoning to
General Business District B-
3. The property is
designated as Mixed Use
with Buffer
(Residential/Business) on
the Future Land Use Map of
the 2013 Christiansburg
Comprehensive Plan.
Town Hall will be open and
available to receive public
comment in-person at the
time of this Public Hearing.
A copy of the application,
the Town’s Zoning Map,
Zoning Ordinance, and
Future Land Use Map may
be viewed in the Planning
Department Office, 100 E.
Main Street, Christiansburg,
VA 24073, during normal
office hours of 8:00 a.m. —
5:00 p.m. Monday through
Friday. Contact Andrew
Warren, Assistant Town
Manager, at (540) 382-
6128, Ext. 1130 or by
email at
awarren@christiansburg.or
g, with any questions or if
you require reasonable
accommodations.

Zan

LEGAL NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

OF THE TOWN OF
CHRISTIANSBURG

PLANNING
COMMISSION

The Town of Christiansburg
Planning Commission will
hold a Public Hearing on
Monday, May 1, 2023, at
7:00 PM in the Council
Chambers of the
Christiansburg Town Hall,
100 E. Main Street,
Christiansburg, Virginia
24073, pursuant to Sections
15.2-2204 and 15.2-2285 of
the Code of Virginia, as
amended. The purpose of
the public hearing is to
receive public comments
concerning:

A. Conditional Use Permit
request by RWW 36 LLC,
Property Owner, and
Denstock LLC, Applicant, to
allow a Planned Housing
Development of 209 multi-
family residential dwelling
units on approximately
18.77 acres located at the
terminus of Farmview Road
NE, consisting of all of
approximately 14.38 acres
identified as Tax

Parcel 436 - ((A)) — 41,
Parcel ID 017576; an
approximately 3.31 acre
portion identified

as Tax Parcel 436-((A))-38,
Parcel ID 021678; an
approximately 0.14 acre
portion identified as Tax
Parcel 436-((A))-36, Parcel
ID 021677; all of
approximately 0.77 acres
of Tax Parcel 436-((A))-37,
Parcel ID 032861; all of Tax
Parcel 436-((A))-39, Parcel
ID 021679; and all of Tax
Parcel 436-((A))-40, Parcel
ID 021680; zoned General
Business District B-3. The
property is designated as
Mixed Use with Buffer
(Residential/Business)

on the Future Land Use
Map of the 2013
Christiansburg
Comprehensive Plan.
Town Hall will be open and
available to receive public
comment in-person at the
time of this Public Hearing.
A copy of the application,
the Town’s Zoning Map,
Zoning Ordinance, and
Future Land Use Map may
be viewed in the Planning
Department Office, 100 E.
Main Street, Christiansburg,
VA 24073, during normal
office hours of 8:00 a.m. —
5:00 p.m. Monday through
Friday. Contact Andrew
Warren, Assistant Town
Manager, at (540) 382-
6128, Ext. 1130 or by
email at
awarren@christiansburg.or
g, with any questions or if
you require reasonable
accommodations.

RADFORD ey Journal

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

TOWN OF
CHRISTIANSBURG

PROPOSED
WATER FEE
INCREASES

A public hearing will be held
on Tuesday May 9, 2023, at
7 pm at Christiansburg
Town Hall, 100 East

Main Street, Christiansburg,
Virginia in Council
Chambers for the purpose
of discussing the proposed
water fee increases.
Effective Date: July 1, 2024
Authority: Code of Virginia
§15.2-2119

WATER RATES:

Within Corporate limits: First
0 to 1,000 gallons from
$9.00 to $10.00; Additional
1,000 gallons from

$11.00 to $12.00; Over
50,000 gallons from $8.25
to $9.00.

Outside Corporate limits the
rate will increase to 200% of
inside Corporate limits
rates. First 0 to 1,000
gallons from $13.50 to $20;
Additional 1,000 gallons
from $15.00 to $24.00; Over
50,000 gallons from

$12.38 to $18.00

This proposal may be
examined during regular
business hours at the office
of the Town Manager. 100
E. Main Street,
Christiansburg, VA between
the hours of 8:00 am to 5:00
pm Monday through Friday.
All interested citizens will
have the opportunity to give
written or oral comments.
Randy Wingfield

Town Manager
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Looking to Buy an
Old Foreign Project

Cars any condition-
Running or not, Porsche,
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more. Fast and Easy
transaction. Cash on the
spot. If you have any of

these or any other old
foreign cars just sitting
please call me
at: (703)864-2531




PAGE 4 - SATURDAY, APRIL 15, 2023 - NEWS MESSENGER

Race ks from page 1

But when it came time to
decide on a college, Dawson
said he had a gnawing feeling
that he needed to be at
Virginia Tech.

“T just felt like T was being
called here, and I felt like there
was something | needed to
do here,” he said. “T wrestled
with it. ... I think its partially
because I was close with my
family and how dlose we are
to the community here and
how weTe very integrated.
My dad’s a pastor and a real
estate broker, and so Id say
we're pretty integrated into the
Blacksburg area.”

Katie followed a year
after Dawsons enrollment
and is working on a degree
in human nutriton, foods,
and exercise from the College
of Agriculture and Life
Sciences. She eventually hopes
to become a high school
science teacher or a sports
nutritionist. Will is a first-year
student and pursuing a degree
in hospitality and tourism
management from  the
Pamplin College of Business.
He is looking at management

or entrepreneurial careers in
the hospitality industry.

Both applied to other
universities, mostly within
Virginia, and both factored
in academics and costs. But
Dawson’s positive experience
certainly influenced Katie,
and later Will witnessed how
both of his older siblings were
enjoying the Virginia Tech
environment. That left an
impression.

‘T realized why go
anywhere else,” said Will, who
actually lives in the same West
Eggleston room that Dawson
lived in as a first-year student.
“Why leave the community
here when I know that the
community’s just what I'm
looking for? I got to know
that from just being involved
in my older sister’s and older
brother’s  communities.

That was extremely
important for me going in
because community can
create and foster livelihood, so
its something that everyone
needs.”

“They all made their own
separate decisions to attend
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Virginia Tech based on
different reasons,” Lisa said.
“Its not like we said, “You
really need to go here. This
is your only option. They
applied everywhere, and they
made their own decisions to
come, but I think they did see
the benefic of ‘older brother
had this opportunity and I
really want to have that t00.”

Last year, Lisa began
working on a master’s degree
in leadership studies. Only the
youngest child, a junior in
high school, remains at home,
and with the other three
having left the house, Lisa

found herself with additional
spare time.
A longtime employee

of the university; Lisa spent
10 years in an academic
deans office before moving
into Student Affairs, where
she wortks as a staff’ member
within  Cook Counseling
Center.  Virginia  Tech’s
tuition assistant program for
employees enables her to take
six hours of courses for free
each spring, summer, and fall,
or up to 12 hours a year.

“T just always want to be
learning and growing and
changing and this is the
first time I actually had the
time to work on the degree
itselfy” she said. “T really love
anything that has to do with
a student thriving and success,
or anything that benefits
or contributes to student
wholeness and well-being,

“That was also why I

wanted to join in the work of
Student Affairs because there
is that focus on well-being and
just kind of overall holistic
student success and thriving,
I really have a heart for that
with everything, whether ics
students, staff; or faculty”

The four of them being at
Virginia Tech allows them to
maintain close familial ties.
Joe and Lisa are members of
the University Club, so the
family often gets together for
breakfast, and the children
occasionally will meet each
other or their mom for lunch.
They all usually participate
in family dinners when
possible, and Sunday nights
are regularly reserved for ice
cream dates.

All three are heavily
involved with Young Life, a
faith-based ministary with a
focus on mentoring local high
school and middle school
kids, helping them grow in
their faith, and following
Jesus. Dawson and Katde serve
as leaders, and Wil is training
to be one.

“The campus is definitely
big enough for them to live
their own lives and connect
when they want to and not
when they dont,” Lisa said.
“Its  interesting. They do
have a lot of the same friends
and so they do maintain
the relationships with one
another. They didnt follow
each other to Virginia Tech
necessarily, but they benefit
from each others social

www.ourvalley.org

networks. I think they really
enjoy having that familiarity
with each other and with the
campus.”

This semester marks the
final one for Dawson, who
graduates in May — the start
of an eventful summer for
him. He is marrying high
school  sweetheart ~ Sarah
Boyle, and he starts his job
with a venture capitalist
company in Greenville, South
Carolina, that invests in start-
up businesses throughour the
southeast. He started working
part time for the company this
spring to become integrated.

The pending life changes
leave him both excited and
nostalgic.

“Tll miss it, but I think this
new life I have coming will be
exciting,” Dawson said. “T've
been kind of excited looking
to this next stage of life of
something new to learn and
something new to do, figuring
out what that looks like and
how do I apply what I learned
at Virginia Tech, how do I
apply what I learned about
being close to home and in
college and being supported
by my family. Now, how do I
do that on my own?”

Dawson’s pending
departure leaves his family
with conflicting feelings
— happy for his future
opportunities but knowing
that his absence leaves a void.

“Just knowing that he’s
going to be gone in a few
months, Tve been proactive

and sharing more experiences
with him and just being a part
of his community a lot more,”
Will said. “In that sense, I'm
very happy that I've been able
to have at least one year with
him at our school. But next
year is going to look different.”

“Ifs not a sad thing,” Lisa
said. “Its just a change, and
we remind ourselves that
this is what was supposed
to happen. You did a good
job [as parents], and they're
growing up and leaving.”

The Racek family will
spend the next few weeks
enjoying this special time. In
a society that often celebrates
firsts — first birthday; first dime
walking, first day of school,
first job — they said they plan
to relish these final moments
before Dawson embarks on a
new adventure.

Dawson, and also Kade
and Will, know that their
times at Virginia Tech
eventually will end. Their love
of it and what it has brought
to their family will not.

This university always will
be a thread that brings this
family together.

“Thinking back, I would
never do anything differendy
because, staying here, I've
gotten so much good quality
time with my family,” Katie
said. “I wouldnt change it
atall”

Zeke Barlow and Moax
Esterhuizen for Virginia Tech

Fu n g i from page 1

the moisture necessary to create the
petfect environment for mushrooms,
or fungj, to grow.

One of the more common
mushrooms people have searched
for in this region is the edible morel
mushroom. A long-time favorite of the
area, Appalachians may also know this
as a merkel as well as other variations
of its name. Huffman likes to point
out though, that when talking to new
mushroom foragers, it is important to
learn the mushroom’s Latin name due
to this variance in regional names.

April through the beginning of May
is when morels are typically spotted,
but with an early spring, some may
come across them sooner in warmer
environments.

“Mushroom season is typically June
to October, but you can find things
year around,” said Huffman. “August
is your big month and it ends in
September. Late May through the
beginning of October is the typical
season for ‘chicken of the woods’.”

Members may attend morel walks,
typically occurring on Saturdays and
Sundays in the local area. The walks are
intended to provide the opportunity for
mushroom foragers to have assistance
in using a dichotomous key, which is
a scientific method of identification,
and to ask questions of experienced
mushroom hunters. It is always nice to

find mushrooms during the walks but
even more satisfying is the knowledge
of people learning how to find them
on their own.

“Morels are symbiotic and have a
deep relationship with trees, such as
a tulip poplar grove for example. All
of our walk-leaders try to ensure they
are knowledgeable in explaining to
anyone, new or veteran, how to work
a key in a mushroom book to identify
the mushroom properly. We are always
happy and glad to do that with people,
but I find that most people want you
to tell them what it is. T like to ask
them what they think it is,” Huffman
explains.

Joining the NRV  Mushroom
Club provides for a host of additional
educational opportunities to learn
more about these abundanty growing
fungi.

Special presentations hosted by the
club typically happen on the third
Wednesday of the month. On April 19,
Duke University Professor Dr. Rytas
Vilgalys will give his presentation “Soil
and Root Microbiomes, Associated
with Truffle Cultivation”. Vilgalys is a
fungal ecologist who earned his PhD
at Virginia Tech University.

In May, Walt Sturgeon, a fungi
expert with over 40 years of experience
in the field, will give a presentation
tited “Skimming the Cream” focusing

on the fungi lactarius and lactifluus,
or some may refer to as milkcaps.
Sturgeon is a field mycologist and
author of Appalachian Mushrooms: A
Field Guide as well as other field books
and appearing in many other related
publications.

The NRV Mushroom Club was
formed in 2008, and they have since
expanded and grown, with members
varying in their background,
experience, and interest in their
goals of foraging. To go on a walk or
attend events, interested individuals
must have a membership with the
club. Membership dues are $15 for
a single person and $20 for a family
for the year. Dues allow the club to
host events and provide presenters
to the membership community.

Google group is the best way to
keep in touch with the club because
the most information is shared
with this platform, which includes
a Meetup page where events are
listed. The group also maintains a
Facebook page where people can
connect and share images of recent
fungi finds. Those interested in
finding out more about the club
can first find them on Facebook
under New River Valley Mushroom
Club. Additional information on
membership is located under the
Featured tab.
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Krebs, Robert Thomas

Robert Thomas Krebs, 33, passed
away unexpectedly on
Thursday, April 6, 2023.

He was preceded in
death by his maternal
grandparents, Earl T.
and E. June Le Few. He
is survived by his loving
mother, Lavina Earlene
Le Few; his aunt, Donna
June Parrish (John); and
many friends who were
like family.

The family

will

Send community
news and photos to
communitynews@ourvalley.org

11 a.m. on

in Radford.

receive friends from 10 a.m. until

Wednesday, April 19,
2023, at Grove United
Methodist Church
in Radford. Funeral
services will begin
at 11 a.m. with Rew.
Jan Angle officiating.
Interment will
follow in West View
Cemetery in Radford.

The Le Few
family is in the care
of Mullins Funeral

Home and Crematory

of

Karen Mason Kastning,
passed away at Carilion
Roanoke
Hospital on Thursday,
April 6, 2023, after a
brief illness.

She was preceded in

death by her parents,
Daniel Boone
and Mildred Mason,
and her siblings, Joan,
James, Michael, Jeanne
and Pamela.
include her son, Ernst -
H. “Kass” Kastning III, his wife
Yunha, and their children, Aayla,
K,
Scheib (Carl) and Peggy Perkins;
brother, Gary Mason (Deborah);
and many other family members
and friends, including her former
husband, Ernst H. Kastning Jr.

Born in Baltimore, Md., she lived
in San Antonio, Texas until 1979.
Following a couple of moves, in
1985 she relocated to her present
home in Radford.

Karen received her B.S. Degree
in Geology from the University

Kastning, Karen Mason
77,

Geology from Radford University.

Memorial

Mason

Survivors

Professionally, she was
employed at Studer’s
Photography in Texas
(1967-1979).  She
later taught geology
courses at Radford
University and New
River =~ Community
College. She was also
employed with the
Virginia Department
of  Environmental

and Austin; sisters, Barbara

Connecticut and M.S. in

Quality in Roanoke

from 1997 until her retirement in
2016.

Of her many life-long interests,

the most prevalent were caves. She
began caving in Texas in 1967 and
visited, mapped, photographed, and
studied caves in 40+ states and
internationally. She was active in
local and regional caving groups,
having served as an officer and
on committees. She joined the
National
(NSS) in 1969 and held various
positions, including chairperson
of the annual photographic salon
competitions,

Speleological  Society

and maintaining

See Obituaries, page 6

ANGLICAN CATHOLIC
St. Peter the Apostle Anglican Church, 230 W. First St.,
Christiansburg, VA. Fr Peter Geromel OHI Th.M., Vicar,
Fr. Alex Darby, “Associate”, 540-382-0432/540-270-9166.
Sundays: 8:00 am & 10:00 am Holy Eucharist followed
by Christian Education and refreshments. Holy Commu-
nion most Thursdays at 12Noon, other Holy Days as an-
nounced. Traditional services use the 1928 Book of Com-
mon Prayer and 1940 Hymnal. Handicapped accessible.
All are welcome. Come worship with us! Website: www.
stpetersacc.org. Follow us on Facebook
St. Philip’s Anglican Church, 306 Progress Street, NE,
Blacksburg, Virginia 24060, (540) 552-1771, www.stphil-
ipsblacksburg.org. Reverend Fr. Wade Miller, Priest. Eu-
charist Sundays at 11am and Wednesday’s at 12pm.
St. Thomas Anglican Church - located at 4910 Hubert
Rd, NW Roanoke, Va. Traditional Liturgical Lenten Ser-
vices, Sunday at 10:30 am. Call (540) 589-1299 or visit
www.sttofc.org for midweek masses and events. (In Roa-
noke, go E on Hershberger, L on Hubert to 4910).
BAPTIST
First Baptist Church on 3rd Ave., 215 Third Ave at the
corner with Downey St. We nurture meaningful connec-
tions to God and others through worship, spiritual growth,
and community ministry. We celebrate the dignity and
worth of all persons, created in the image of God. Sunday
Bible Study Groups - 9:45, Sunday Worship - 11:00. Web-
site: fberadford.org 540-639-4419. Worship is in-person
and live-streamed on Facebook and on our YouTube chan-
nel: First Baptist Church Radford.
Trinity Community Church, 1505 N. Franklin Street,
C’burg. John Altizer, Lead Pastor, Brian Cockram, Associ-
ate Pastor, 382-8121. Worship at 10:45 a.m., Outreach Min-
istries - 6:00p.m. Wednesday, Growth Groups - 5:00p.m.
Sunday, Youth and Children’s Ministry - 5:00p.m. Sunday,
www.trinitycburg.org
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Blacksburg Church of Christ, 315 Eakin St., 552-1331.
Sun. Bible Classes 9:30 a.m., Sun. Worship 10:30 a.m. &
6 p.m., Wed. Bible classes, 7 p.m., Outreach Minister Curt
Seright, Community Minister Tom Gilliam, Dean Mead-
ows, Campus Minister.
Faith Christian Church of Christ, 305 3rd Street, Chris-
tiansburg, David Rhudy, Minister, 382-4628, Sunday
School 10 am; Worship 11 am; Evening Worship 6:30 pm;
Wednesday night Bible Study for Women and Men 6:30
pm. We welcome you to any and all of our services.
CHURCH OF GOD
New Hope Church of God, 1404 Mud Pike Rd., C’Burg.
Rev. T. Michael Bond, pastor, 731-3178. Sun. School 10
a.m., Worship 10:50 a.m., 6 p.m. Thurs., 7:00 p.m.
West Radford Church of God, 1824 West Main Street,
Radford, VA 24141, Sunday School- 10:00A.M. Morning
Worship— 11:00A.M., Children’s Church 11:00A.M. Sun-
day Evening — 6:00P.M., Wednesday Night — 7:00P.M.,
Pastor Danny Newman, Church Office — 540-639-6562 or
804- 921-0828.

CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
Christiansburg Church of the Brethren, 310 South
Franklin Street. Pastor: Hal Sonafrank, 1-336-583-4822.
Sunday School 10 a.m.; Morning Worship 11 a.m.; Bible
Study 10:30 a.m. Tuesdays. Website: www.christiansburg-
cob.org. A loving family, fueled by the Holy Spirit, ground-
ed in God’s Word, and delivering Jesus forgiveness and
love to all people. Come as you are... you are welcomed!

(DOC - DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
Snowville Christian Church, 5436 Lead Mine Rd., Hi-
wassee, VA 24347, Pastor: Jerry King, Website: www.
SnowvilleChristianChurch.com (and Facebook), Office:
540-633-3761, Email: office@SnowvilleChristianChurch.
com, Sunday Worship Service: 11:00 a.m., Sunday School:
10:00 a.m., Thursday Bible Study: 6:00 p.m., We are: “In-
spiring hope, helping people grow their faith, and sharing
God’s love with others!”

ECKANKAR
Eckankar, the Path of Spiritual Freedom, is a simple
teaching that focuses on the Light and Sound of God
to help people find more love in their life. The Roa-
noke Eckankar Center is located at 1420 3rd St. SW,
Roanoke, VA 24016. A spiritual event is held on the
2nd Sunday of each month at 10:30 a.m. Since con-
tracting COVID-19 may still be possible, please take
the health steps that are best for you. It is appreciated
that by attending you are taking responsibility for
your own health. Visit www.eck-va.org, www.meet-
up.com/Roanoke-Spiritual-Experiences * Group*
or call 540-353-5365 for other Eckankar programs
and for more information about how the teachings of
Eckankar can lead you to spiritual freedom.
EPISCOPAL

Grace Episcopal Church, 210 4th Street, Radford, 639-
3494. A friendly, mission-oriented spiritual community
sharing the Word of God. ALL ARE WELCOME. In per-
son and live-streamed services 10:30AM Sundays. Holy
Eucharist twice a month. Morning Prayer twice a month.
Fellowship and refreshments follow services. Find us on

a
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clear.

to help you fi nd release.

Quicklook: Psalm 103:1-12

O P T i T i IR e g
If your church is not listed and if you are interested,
1 call Randy Thompson at 540-389-9355

Facebook: Grace Episcopal Church and
www.graceradford.org.

LUTHERAN
Luther Memorial Lutheran Church
ELCA, 600 Prices Fork Rd, Blacksburg.
Weekly Online Worship at www.lmlc.org.
We are a Reconciling in Christ congrega-
tion that welcomes and affirms all people
just as they are. For information on Bible
studies and Wednesday Vespers, email lu-
thermemorialblacksburg@gmail.com,  or
contact the church office, (540) 951-1000.
Rev. Monica Weber, pastor.
Our Saviour Lutheran Church ELCA,
1845 Cambria St NE, Christiansburg.
Worship each Sunday at 10 am, in person
and online at https:/www.youtube.com/
channel/UCMsB-gbyjmV5ce9mr43dbCw.
Please visit our website at www.oslc-cburg.
org and our Facebook page at https://www.
facebook.com/oslcchristiansburg to learn
more about us. Little Free Pantry and Little
Free Library located in our parking lot. Pas-
tor Joshua L. Copeland; church office 540-
382-2223.
St. Michael Lutheran Church, 2308
Merrimac Road, Blacksburg, VA 24060.
Worship service each Sunday at 10 AM,
Sunday School 9 AM. We are a commu-
nity of God’s people where people gather
for worship, learning and service. Visitors
and new members are always WELCOME!
Google comments: “Wonderful, welcom-
ing congregation...A place where all are
truly welcome... Nice, friendly, competent
staff.” You will like our minister, The Rev.
Michelle L. Stramiello. Her previous ser-
vice was as Family Faith Formation Direc-
tor at Cross and Crown Lutheran Church,
Indianapolis, IN, Pastor of St Matthew Lu-
theran Church, Paducah, KY, and Hospice
Chaplain in Largo, Fl. St. Michael started
and administers Micah’s Backpack which

If you have repented of sin and confessed it to the Lord, do not
doubt God has forgiven you. His Word makes that emphatically

As far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our trans-
\ gressions from us (Psalm 103:12).

God totally wipes clean our forgiven past. He not only removes the
guilt of our sin, but the punishment we deserve. Because Jesus died
for our sins, we can live eternally. He set us free from sin and guilt.

, | Guilt exposes the wrong committed. A forgiven sinner has no reason

% | for guilt to remain (1 John 1:9). If you struggle with guilt, ask God

Thought for Today: Let guilt guide you to God. He has the solution.

N\

GooDBYE TO GUILT
Read Psalms 101:1-8; 103:1-22

Do you feel guilty long after a situation has been resolved? Do you
continue to mentally kick yourself for rash words uttered in anger?
Do errors you could have avoided keep you awake at night?

Such lingering self-reproach is unhealthy. When you realize you’ve
made a mistake, take the necessary steps to correct it; then let it go.
Focusing on past problems will not lead to a productive future.

has great community impact, Micah’s Soup
for Seniors, Micah’s Garden, Closet, and
Mini Pantry. Also, partnering with Rain-
bow Riders and Total Action for Progress,
we opened open the first Early Childhood
Head Start in our community (6 weeks to
age 3), and have numerous other programs
including a Justice & Mercy Fund provid-
ing assistance for those needing emergency
assistance with critical bills. Further St.
Michael sponsors an awesome Scouting
program of Boy & Girl Scout Troops, Ven-
ture Scouts for older youth, and a new Cub
Pack for girls & boys kindergarten - Sth
grade. Directions: From Price’s Fork Road,
turn onto Merrimac Road and St. Michael
is 3/10ths of a mile down on the left. For
more information about any of our activi-
ties: Phone 540 951-8951. Email hope@
stmlc.us or visit our Website www.st-mi-
chael-lutheran-church.org
MULTI-CULTURAL
NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Christian Growth Center, 1850 Elec-
tic Way, Christiansburg, VA 24073 (be-
side Hubbell Lighting). Sunday Worship:
9:30am Prayer, 10:00am Service *Nursery
Available. Lead Pastor: Todd Hallinan.
Founding Pastor: Rob Sowell. Mission:
Sow, Grow, & Go Sow Faith! Grow in
Righteousness! Go into all the world in the
authority of the believer! 540-382-2908.
PENTECOSTAL HOLINESS
Merrimac Pentecostal Holiness Church,
Rev. Richard Hall (540) 552-7194. pastorh-
all29@gmail.com. Sunday School at 10
a.m. and morning worship is 11 a.m. Eve-
ning service at 6 p.m. and Wednesday at 7
p.m.
Compassion Church, 1820 Second Street,
Radford, 639-6287, Our music is passion-
ate, our worship is real, and Pastor Chandler
Jones brings relevant messages for every-

DIREGLORY,
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one at any place on their journey, Sunday
Worship Experience at 9:30 AM & 11:00
AM, Wednesday Family Night at 7 PM,
Children Ministry provided for all services.
Our vision is to see all Saved. Freed. Re-
stored. Fulfilled. Find us on facebook and
Instagram
Walton Pentecostal Holiness Church,
4003 Morning Glory Rd., off Walton Rd. on
Rt. 114. 731-1755. Lee Sarver, pastor. Sun.
School 9:30 a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m. & 6:
p.m., Wed., 7 p.m.

UNITED METHODIST
Asbury United Methodist Church, 500
Stuart Street, Christiansburg. 540-382-
0743. Rev. Dr. Patricia Jones. Sunday
School, 9:45 a.m., Sunday Worship, 11:00
a.m. All are welcome.
Central United Methodist Church, 803
Wadsworth Street, Radford. 639-3529.
8:30 a.m. Sunday Services: 8:30am (inter-
preter provided); 9:45am Sunday School
(interpreter provided); and 11:00a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 6:30p.m. Child
care is provided. www.centralmethodist-
church.com.
St. Paul United Methodist Church, 220
W. Main St., C’Burg. Rev. Mike Derflinger
(540) 382-2410. Sunday Worship 10 a.m.,
Sunday School 9 a.m. Live streaming Sun-
day Service - www.twitch.tv/stpaulumc
Wesley Memorial United Methodist
Church, 350 Stafford Drive, Christians-
burg, VA 24073, Sunday School 10am, Sun-
day Worship Service 11am.

WESLEYAN

Christ Wesleyan Church, 525 Harkrader
Street, Christiansburg.Public Worship ser-
vice at 11:00 AM. Sunday School for adults
- 10:00 AM. Pastor: Gale Janofski 540-
510-0952. The building is totally handi-
capped accessible. Website: christwesley-
anchurch.org
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NRCC student named 2023 New Century Workforce Scholar

New River Community College student
Adam Toler was recently announced as a
2023 New Century Workforce Scholar
and will receive a $1,250 scholarship.

Toler, an Eagle Scout, is from Richmond
and currently lives in Radford while
attending NRCC. He is currently studying
instrumentation and control automation
technology. He plans to complete his
studies at NRCC in 2024 and go on to
work in the instrumentation field. Toler
is also the president of NRCC’s chapter of
the Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society.

This scholarship is the first of its kind
to support students at associate degree-
granting institutions on a national scale as
they plan to enter the workforce upon the

completion of a degree or certificate. The
program is sponsored by The Coca-Cola
Foundation and Phi Theta Kappa.

New Century Workforce Scholars
are selected based on their academic
accomplishments, leadership, activities,
and how they extend their intellectual
talents beyond the classroom. Over 2,400
students were nominated from more than
1,300 college campuses across the country,
and nominees were evaluated on academic
achievement, leadership, service and other
significant endeavors.  Only one New
Century Workforce Scholar was selected
from each state, and Toler received the
highest score in Virginia.

“We congratulate Adam for receiving

this prestigious scholarship, and we are
honored to partner with The Coca-Cola
Foundation to recognize these outstanding
said Phi Theta Kappa’s
President and CEO Dr. Lynn Tincher-
“Scholarship programs like this
are integral for creating opportunities for
students to succeed as they prepare to
enter the workforce and for putting college

achievements,”

Ladner.

completion within reach.”

The New Century Workforce Scholars
will be recognized in October during
the Association of Community College
Trustees’ (ACCT) Leadership Congress in

Las Vegas.

Submitted by NRCC

www.ourvalley.org

Adam Toler PHOTO COURTESY OF NRCC

Warm Hearth Village hosts artisans at second annual craft fair

PHOTO COURTESY OF WARM HEARTH VILLAGE
The Crafty Sisters, village resident Debbie Koller

(left) and her sister Patty VanHassel,
exquisite greeting cards and stationery portfolios

for the Warm Hearth Village craft fair.

BLACKSBURG — Warm
Hearth Village (WHYV)
recently hosted its second
annual arts and crafts fair
showcasing  resident and
community artisans.

The 24 vendors offered
greeting cards, pottery, wheat
weaving, fiber  weaving,
traditional rug hooking, knit
dolls, crocheted doll clothes,
jewelry, journals, decorative
housewares, Japanese ink
prints, and more.

created

Several residents donated — Warm Hearth Craft Fairwould  in 2022 asaway to bring people
their wares with $282 in  bea fun way to share our craft  back out after the pandemic.
proceeds benefiting the Warm  with others. This was our first “There were no vending fees
Hearth Foundation.  This  time and we had so much fun  because we really just wanted
money will be used to benefic  preparing together,” Koller said.  people to come out and have

seniors in need of housing
and health care services on the
WHYV campus.

The Craﬁy Sisters, village
resident Debbie Koller and her
sister Patty VanHassel, created
exquisite greeting cards and
stationery portfolios.

“My sister and I decided the

VanHassel said vending in
the fair was a really nice way to
feel part of the community.

“I have moved here recently,
and this was a good way to
meet some new people,” she
said,

Life Enrichment Director
Mardy Baker launched the fair

a good time and show off their
creative skills at the same time,”
she said.

Mark your calendars for year
three to be held in the spring
of 2024.

- WHV

Obituaries from page 1

the photographic archives. She
attended 45 NSS conventions,
held across the U.S. serving on
the organizing committee for many
years. Honoring her 50+ years of
dedication to the caving world,
she received several recognitions
including the NSS William J.
Stephenson Outstanding Service
Award, its highest award, in 2011.

Karen served as a governor appointee
on the Virginia Cave Board of the
state Department of Conservation and
Recreations from 1987 to 2004. Karen
authored and coauthored numerous
publications on caves, history, and
conservation.  Karen was an active
conservationist and participant in
preserving groundwater quality and
the environment.

Karen enjoyed visiting natural and
historic sites around the world. As a
descendent within the greater family of

Daniel Boone, she became interested
in genealogy and was a member of
the Boone Society where she served
for many years as the editor of their
journal, Compass. Her other interests
included hiking, history, photography,
needlework, dollhouse miniatures, and
horses.

A Celebration of her Life will be
held in Virginia at a later date. An
Urn Burial Service for close family and
friends will take place in San Antonio
on July 8, 2023.

In lieu of flowers, contributions
can be made in her memory to
the National Speleological Society’s
Save-the-Cave Fund  (hteps://
caves.org/) and the National Parks
Conservation Association (https://
www.npca.org/).

The Kastning family is in the
care of Mullins Funeral Home and
Crematory in Radford.

Recog n ition from page 3

Virginia that may not offer the program
can join. A participant in Payne’s group
recently relocated to Scotland. She still
participates every week from abroad.

Extension specialist Carlin Rafie,
an assistant professor in the College
of Agriculture and Life Sciences’
Department of Human Nutrition,
Foods, and Exercise, has been a big
proponent of the program.

She joined Extension in 2015 with
expertise in nutrition and chronic
disease management. She worked closely
with a core group of Extension to adopt
the Lifestyle Change Program. She has
been particularly impressed with how it
measures outcomes.

“The neat thing about this program
is the way the CDC is managing it,”
Rafie said. “They have quality metrics

and evaluate all the organizations and
individuals conducting the program to
ensure that the program is conducted
with fidelity. This helps us ensure that
we're not just doing a program. We are
doing a program that’s going to have an
impact, and that’s exciting.”

Beyond the positive participant
feedback, Rafie can verify that Extension’s
offering of the Lifestyle Change Program
has, indeed, made a tremendous impact.

“The full-accreditation achievement
would not have been possible without
our skilled and highly-trained coaches,”
Rafie said. “We hope to engage more
agents and participants and continue
to expand this program throughout the
commonwealth.”

Max Esterhuizen for Virginia Tech

Tolbert, Larry Dwaine

saber in hand, Dad, aka. Staff

Born August 1, 1947, to Junior
\WllheTolbertandVelma =
Tolbert, Larry grew up
in Pulaski County. Larry
went to be with to be
with the Lord on April 8
at 11:24 p.m., Larry had
many accomplishments
throughout his life.
He was an advocate
beekeeper throughout
most of his life. When
not keeping bees, you
could find him on the
golf course, in the woods, on a
lake fishing, or working hard doing
construction. Larry took pride in
his yard, always trying to keep it
trimmed until he could do it no
more. Throughout Larry’s latter
years, you could find him spending
time with his fellow comrades at
the AMVET Post 50 in Pulaski.
He loved spending time with Mike
Branscome and Marshall Smith.
Most importantly, Larry (Dad)
was the patriarch of our family.
Together, he and his beloved sister,
Kathy Shaw, laid a foundation of
love and set the example that all
should follow. He and his wife of
47 years, Sue Tolbert, built a home
of love in Draper, Va.

Dad was a Vietnam Veteran
where he deployed in defense of this
great Nation. Assigned to the 11th
Armored Cavalry Regiment, Dad
received awards and decorations
such as the Bronze Star, Army
Accommodation Medal, Purple
Heart, Army Achievement Medal,
Vietnam Campaign Medal, Army
Good Conduct Medal, Army
Service Ribbon, National Defense
Ribbon, and Combat Action Badge.
With Stetson and spurs dawned,

Sergeant Tolbert gave
the enemy all they
could handle. This
Combat  Engineer
served his country
proudly, during and
after his service to our
Country.

Dad had a professed
love for his family.
He was always close
by his son, Chris
Tolbert. Chris would
come visit Dad from abroad and
together they would hang out in
the garage, talking about war stories
and compared the Operation Iraq
Freedom and Vietnam Campaigns.
They would laugh, joke, and love,
as Mom always ensured there was
food on the table, plenty to drink,
and enough love to go around for
everyone. Dad’s special memories
include Jenna, Jolene, and Jr.
coming in the garage for that extra
special hug that would seem to last
a lifetime.

Dad is proceeded in death by
his mother and father, Velma and
Jr. Tolbert, and his sister, Ada Mae
Tolbert. He is survived by his loving
wife, Elizabeth Sue Tolbert; son and
wife Christopher and Jenny Tolbert;
sister and brother-in-law, Kathy
and Mike Shaw; niece Velena Odell
and Jamie Conner; nephew David
Hungate; and grandchildren Jenna
Lynn Ambelang, Jolene Tolbert, and
Chris Tolbert Jr.

We will miss you Uncle Larry,
cousin Larry, PawPaw, brother, dad,
Honey!

The Tolbert family is in the
care of Mullins Funeral Home and
Crematory in Radford.

THE NEW RIVER VALLEY MPO SEEKS
PUBLIC INPUT
FOR TRANSPORTATION PLANNING

The New River Valley Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO) seeks public comment
on the proposed 2024-2027 Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP). Projects
included in the plan
cover roads, bridges,
public transportation,
airport improvements
enhancement projects
that include bikeways/walkways, and safety
projects among others.. A draft plan is avail-
able for review at the offices of the Towns of
Blacksburg and Christiansburg, the City of
Radford, and the Montgomery and Pulaski
County offices. It is also available on the
MPO website: www.newrivervalleympo.org.
Deadline for written comments: 5:00 PM
April 18, 2023

Oral comments will also be taken at the
MPO Policy Board meeting at 2:00 PM on
May 4, 2023 at the Montgomery County
Government Center.

Comments can also address transit projects
for which Federal operating and capital
assistance will be sought under 49 USC
Section 5303, as well as other transportation
modes.

The NRV MPO ensures nondiscrimination
and equal employment in all programs and
activities in accordance with Title VI and
Title VIl of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. If you
need more information or special assistance
for persons with disabilities or limited English
proficiency, contact Dan Brugh at: brughjd@
montgomerycountyva.gov

or 540-394-2145, TTY/TTD 711.

THE NEW RIVER VALLEY MPO SEEKS
PUBLIC INPUT
FOR ITS ANNUAL WORK PROGRAM

The New River Valley Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO) is developing its 2023-
24 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP).
The UPWP provides an annual schedule of
activities, lists
planning tasks and
studies, and
identifies funding
sources. A draft plan
is available for review at the offices of the
Towns of Blacksburg and Christiansburg, the
City of Radford, and the Montgomery and
Pulaski County offices. It is also available on
the MPO website: www.newrivervalleympo.org

Deadline for written comments: 5:00 PM
April 18, 2023

Oral comments will also be taken at the
MPO Policy Board meeting at 2:00 PM on
May 4, 2023 at the Montgomery County
Government Center.

Comments can also address transit projects
for which Federal operating and capital
assistance will be sought under 49 USC
Section 5303, as well as other transportation
modes.

The NRV MPO ensures nondiscrimination
and equal employment in all programs and
activities in accordance with Title VI and

Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. If you
need more information or special assistance
for persons with disabilities or limited English
proficiency, contact Dan Brugh at: brughjd@
montgomerycountyva.gov

or 540-394-2145, TTY/TTD 711.

Co n ce rt from page 1

Pros. “Only eight of us got
together that first Sunday
night, but they had the
bug and desire to play and
within a month or so, we
had over twenty musicians
each week. I am here to
not only represent that
original group but to also
include my respect and
admiration to those who
have followed in keeping
The Old Pros together
for a remarkable 50 years.
I also want to add my
special appreciation to
the administration of
New River Community
College for the continued
support.”

Under the direction
of Dean Chiapetto, the
band plays music from the
heyday of the Big Band

Era as well as today’s
modern sounds. Over
the years, the band has
performed for events and
groups including Gov.
John Dalton’s Inaugural
Ball, NRV Air Show,
The Homestead Resorrt,
Virginia  Lions  Club
Convention, NRCC
Graduation and many
more. The band’s members
include  professionals,
small business owners,
teachers, retirees and
students with  varied
musical backgrounds.

For more information
about the Old Pros and
to view their concert
schedule, visit www.

nr.edu/oldpros/.

Submitted by NRCC

Co m pa ny from page 1

for support from members to add Bobcat Lane in
Blacksburg to the plan for repairs as well.

As stated in the agenda, the board also approved
to “designate Craig Mountain Road (SR 674) as rural
rustic. Craig Mountain Road is on the County’s Six-
Year Secondary Road Plan and is scheduled to be paved
spring/summer 2023. According to VDOT, this road
can be paved as a rural rustic road, which is less costly.
VDOT requires the locality to designate roads as rural
rustic in order to pave it under the guidelines established
under the Rural Rustic Program.”
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MONTGOMERY SPORTS

LSU, Tech could meet

again in Cayman Islands

Newly crowned national champion
LSU headlines an impressive field in
the inaugural Cayman Islands Classic
women’s college basketball tournament,
announced by Caymax Sports Led.

The Tigers are one of four schools
ranked in the top 13 of the final USA
Today/WBCA Coaches poll which
will play in the eight-team tournament
to be held Nov. 24-25 at John Gray
Gymnasium, just minutes away from
world famous Seven Mile Beach.

The tournament field includes No. 4
ranked Virginia Tech, which also played
in the Final Four, along with No. 9
UConn and No. 13 UCLA, plus Kansas,
which captured the recent WNIT
championship. Niagara, Tulane and
Virginia round out the field.

“We are excited to showcase these

incredible teams,” said Joanne P
McCallie, Executive Tournament
Director. “The development of this

inaugural tournament speaks to Caymax
Sports and their commitment to the
spirit of Title IX while featuring the very
best in women’s basketball competition.

“I am thrilled to have the opportunity
to work with such incredible teams and
coaches,” McCallie added. “This is a
special field with programs that have
a rich tradition in women’s basketball
and will set the standard for future
tournaments.”

“The Cayman Islands is very proud to
be the host destination for the prestigious
women’s D1 basketball tournament,” said
the Honorable Kenneth Bryan, Minister
of Tourism for the Cayman Islands. “This
tournament brings elite U.S. women’s
college basketball teams to our shores and
the Department of Tourism recognizes
the event’s magnitude for attracting new
visitors to the country. We look forward
to extending our Cayman kindness to the
visiting teams and fans to ensure their
time with us will be memorable.”

“The quality and rich tradition of
these participating teams will make this
inaugural edition of the Cayman Islands
Classic the premier preseason women’s
college basketball tournament this year,”
added Joe Wright, chief executive officer
for Caymax Sports Lid.

LSU defeated lowa, 102-85 in the
championship game of the NCAA
Women’s Tournament Sunday in Dallas,
Texas, with the game averaging 9.9
million television viewers for the most-
watched women’s college basketball game
ever.

LSU (34-2), the No. 3 seed in the
Greenville Region after finishing the
regular season second in the SEC, erased

a nine-point fourth-quarter deficit with
a 22-3 run in the national semifinal to
defeat

No. 1-seed Virginia Tech, 79-72.

On the road to the Women’s Final
Four, the Tigers defeated No. 14 Hawai’i
and No. 6 Michigan at the Maravich
Center, before knocking off No. 2-seeded
Utah and No. 9-seeded Miami to advance
to Dallas.

It was the fourth championship in
as many title game appearances in Kim
Mulkey’s coaching career (previous wins
at Baylor in 2005, 2012 and 2019), as
she became the first women’s basketball
coach to win NCAA championships at
multiple schools.

UConn, under Hall of Fame coach
Geno Auriemma, is the most successful
women’s basketball program in the
nation, having won a record 11 NCAA
Division I National Championships and
a women’s record four in a row, from
2013 through 2016.

The Huskies have taken part in every
NCAA tournament since 1989 including
a record 14 consecutive Final Fours.
UConn recorded a 31-6 mark this season
advancing to the Sweet 16 of the 2023
NCAA Tournament.

Virginia Tech accomplished many firsts
this year: 31 wins, an ACC championship,
a No. 1 seed in the NCAA tournament
and appearances in the Elite Eight and
Final Four before falling to eventual
national champ LSU in the semifinal
round.

UCLA went 27-10 this past season
— the most wins at the school since
2017-18 — while advancing to the Sweet
Sixteen of the 2023 March Madness
Tournament before falling to top-seeded
and defending national champion South
Carolina, 59-43.

Kansas capped off a 25-11 season by
winning the program’s first-ever WNIT
championship with a 66-59 win over
Columbia.

Tulane posted an 18-14 record this
past season, while playing in the WNIT
for the third straight year.

Virginia, under first year head coach
Amaka Agugua-Hamilton, went 15-15
while receiving an invitation to postseason
play for the first time in five years. The
Cavaliers declined the WNIT due to a
limited number of healthy players.

Niagara enjoyed an 18-13 record—the
first winning record at the school since
the 2004-05 season — while advancing
to a postseason tournament (WNIT) for
the first time in school history.

Virginia Tech Athletics

Spring game today at

BLACKSBURG - Mark
your calendars for April
15-16 and join fellow

Tech fans in Blacksburg to
for Hokie Hi Weekend. postgame
There will be several display.

events across those three
days, including Virginia
Tech football’s spring
game and the 3.2-mile
Run in Remembrance.

at English Field against
the Yellow Jackets at 7
p.m. Fans are encouraged
stick around for a

On Saturday, lacrosse
will get things started at
noon against

at Thompson Field. The

football team will arrive

—1

ech

Torgersen Bridge, passes
by landmarks such the
Grove, Lane Stadium, and
the Virginia Tech Pylons,
and ends at the April 16

|

fireworks

Memorial.
Saturday night
concludes with Hokie

Clemson baseball’s second game
against Georgia Tech at

7 p.m.

Tech football’s spring
game, presented by PMSI,
will kick off at 3 p.m.
ET on Saturday, April
15. Admission to the
Hokies' spring game will
be complimentary. In lieu
of charging for tickets,
the athletics department
is encouraging fans to
support Virginia Tech’s
efforts in Name, Image &
Likeness.

The  official NIL
hub of Virginia Tech,
HokieSports.com/
JumpStart  showcases
how you can get
involved through
charitable contributions,
monthly  subscriptions
or connecting directly
with  student-athletes.
Name, Image & Likeness
opportunities  are a
major component in
retaining current Hokies
and recruiting the next
generation of Virginia
Tech student-athletes.

The first day of Hokie
Hi Weekend sees men’s
tennis take on Georgia
Tech at 3 p.m. in the
Burrows-Burleson Tennis
Center before baseball

opens a three-game series

for Hokie Walk on Beamer
Way at approximately
12:30 p.m. while Lane
Stadium gates will open
at 1 p.m. in advance of
the spring game. Pregame
activities for all ages in
Hokie Village will start
at 11:30 a.m. featuring
live music from the Jared
Stout Band along with
inflatables, tailgate games
and food trucks.

Fans interested in
upgrading their experience
at the spring game can
download the HokieSports
mobile app to access
the Maroon & Orange
Memories platform. There,
you can choose from
exclusive opportunities
like a videoboard message,
sideline access and more.

On campus, the 3.2-
mile Run in Remembrance
will begin with a moment
of silence at 9 a.m.
Saturday morning to
honor and remember the
vibrant lives of the 32
students and faculty who
were tragically taken from
us in 2007. The event’s
3.2-mile loop around the
Blacksburg campus begins
on Alumni Mall near

Men’s tennis is back in
action on Sunday at 12:30
.m. against Clemson,
while baseball’s homestand
wraps up with a 1 p.m.
first pitch.

Keep an eye out for the
Ultimate Fan Giveaway
during the Hokies’ spring
football game. There will
be QR codes stationed
in Hokie Village and
at Gates 1, 3 and 6 in
Lane Stadium. Fans are
encouraged to scan those
QR codes to be entered
to win prizes including:
$100 HokieSports Shop
gift cards and on-field
experience at a home Tech
football game in 2023

All entrants will receive a
promo code for a discount
to the HokieSports Shop.
The more QR codes you
scan, the greater chance
you have to win. The
winner will be randomly
selected from fans who
check in. Please note, only
one check-in per person,
per location is permitted.

Virginia Tech Athetics

Auburn, Christiansburg

seeking wrestling coaches

Marty Gordon

NRVsports@mainstreetnewspapers.com

Auburn High School
is among two athletic
programs seeking a new
wrestling coach. Auburn
has been without a
wrestling team for the past
three years, but athletic
director Paul Dominy
said there has been a lot
of interest in the past
year, and the school will
jumpstart the program this
year.

“Our problems with
wrestling  were  with
COVID and an uneasiness
that parents and students
had  with  grappling
following that. We also
have not had a coach
for the last two seasons
and could not therefore
sponsor a team,” he said.

Also, Christiansburg is
looking for a new head
coach for a program,
which has been down after
winning 17-straight titles
in the Class 3 ranks. The
streak came to a screeching
halt four years ago. Since
then, the school has been
scratching its way back
with underclassman Brady
Hand claiming a state
championship this past
year.

Christiansburg ~ had
been the hottest dynasty
before they were dethroned
in 2019 by New Kent,

who was led by a former
Christiansburg  assistant
coach.

Injuries and the lack
of depth has the Blue
Demons forfeiting five or
six weight classes at almost
every meet.

Cody Hughes, who
was in his second year,
is leading the program
through a  rebuilding
phase.

Over the years, this
has been one of the most
consistent in the state
of Virginia and maybe
the entire southeast.
The local program has
produced three NCAA All
Americans, five four-time
state champs, six three-
time state champs, 50 state
champs and 86 state place
winners.

The team
championships of 17 is one
of the top records in the
state of Virginia and one
of the most successful in
the Eastern United States.
In most cases, the current
Christiansburg  wrestlers
were not even born when
their school won the first
state championship of the
consecutive run.

Auburn is also looking
for a new football coach
after David Seabaugh

announced his resignation.

Auburn has not completed
a full season in the past
two years with the lack
of depth and the numbers
game.

Again, Dominy remains
optimistic the school
can field a full team this
coming year.

“We are currently in
the process of taking and
evaluating  applications
and expect to have a new
coach in place before the
end of the school year,” the
athletic director said.

Meanwhile,
Christiansburg also needs
a new girls' cross-country
coach. The position is
being advertised on the
Montgomery County job
site.

Eastern Montgomery
High School is also
looking for a new boys’
basketball coach while

Auburn has an opening

for the girls head
coaching job.
All of the Montgomery

County high schools are
also advertising the search
for athletic trainers.
Another crucial opening
in the area includes the
volleyball job at Pulaski
County. Also nearby, Giles
County High School is in
need for a cross country
and soccer coach, and
Narrows for cross country,
girls' tennis, softball and

SOCCeEr.

J.D. Byers returns to
familiar stomping grounds

Virginia Tech men’s
basketball head coach Mike
Young announced Tuesday
the hiring of ].D. Byers as
an assistant coach for the
Hokies.

Byers, who is familiar
with the New River Valley
from his coaching days at
Radford University; enters his
18th season as an assistant
coach in 2023-24. He comes
to Blacksburg after assistant
coach stints at Penn State
(2023), VCU (2017-23),
Rice (2014-17), Radford
(2011-14), Saint Francis
(Pa) (2010-11), Randolph-
Macon (2007-10) and
Lebanon Valley (2006-07).

J.D. brings a wealth of
knowledge and experience to
us, in addition to a successful
track record — everywhere
hes been, the program has
improved,” Young pointed
out. “A terrific player in his
own right, J.D. will be able
to connect with our guys to
positively impact them on
and off the court. I'm fired
up to have ]J.D. on board
with us”

As an assistant coach
at VCU, Byers helped the
Rams go 129-61 over the last
six seasons with three NCAA
Tournament  appearances,
four national postseason
berths, a pair of Adantic
10 regular-season titles
and one A-10 tournament
championship. He played an
integral role in signing the
Adantic 105 top recruiting
dass in three of the last four
years and signing three of
the program's top six highest-

recruits in program
history. Byers helped mentor
a pair of NBA draft picks in
Nah'Shon “Bones” Hyland

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

(2021 NBA draft pick) and
Vince Williams Jr. (2022 NBA
draft pick).

Byers was named one
of 50 Impactful Mid-
Major Assistant Coaches
by Silver Waves Media in
2020. Byers was also among
a select group of assistants
chosen to participate in the
2020 TopConnect Virtual
Seminar.

“I am both humbled
and thrilled to be a part of
Coach Young’s staff here at
Virginia Tech,” Byers said.
“Coach Young is one of the
best coaches in the country,
and I cant wait to work
alongside him and our staff
on a daily basis. Virginia
Tech has always been a
special university with a
great basketball tradition. I
can't wait to get to work!”

Byers previously helped
engineer a  stunning
turnaround at Rice. The Owls
improved by 18 wins in three
seasons (2014-17) and that
success culminated in a 23-12
campaign in 2016-17. It was
Rices first 20-win season since
2003-04. During his Rice
tenure, Byers also aided the
development of two-time first-
team All-Conference USA
guard Marcus Evans.

Prior to joining the Owls,
Byers spent three seasons

Radfords first postseason win
in its NCAA Division I era in
2013-14.

Prior to serving at Radford,
Byers spent the 2010-11 season
as an assistant coach at Saint
Francis (Pa) following three
seasons at Randolph-Macon
College. The Yellow Jackets
won 66 games during his dme
on the bench and advanced to
the NCAA Division III Final
Four in 2010.

Upon his stellar collegjate
career and 2005 graduation
from Lebanon Valley College,
Byers spent one season at
Fairleigh Dickinson-Madison
as a graduate assistant before
returning to his alma mater as
an assistant coach for one year.

The 2005 NABC Al-
American and  CoSIDA
Academic  All-America  of
the Year honoree claimed the
Jostens Trophy; given annually
to thetop Division Il basketball
student-athlete. Byers is one of
five menss basketball players to
have his jersey (No. 23) retired
by Lebanon Valley.

Byers graduated Summa
Cum laude from Lebanon
Valley in 2005 with a degree
in accounting and business
administration and earned
his MBA from Fairleigh
Dickinson in 2008.

Byers and his wife Mardi,
the head volleyball coach at

helping turn around Radford.  Virginia Tech, have two
The Highlanders won just six ~ daughters, Kamryn and
games in Byers' first season but  Skyyler.
greatly improved in each of
his following seasons on staff; Virginia Tech Athletics
culminating with 22 wins and
NRV SuperBowl Summer
Leagues Beginning Soon
Register for the night

Night Leagues
Monday, Tuesday

Wednesday, Friday
& Sunday

b

= online

— | Sign up now for a summer of
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d (Register in person or

575 Arbor Drive, Christiansburg

or day Leagues

Daytime Leagues
Tuesday morning Coffee
League or Thursday
Morning Senior Crazy 8’s
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540-382-5525 « www.nrvsuperbowl.biz
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Blacksburg slides past Botetourt

(Above) Second baseman Aubrev Hudgms snares a Lord Botetourt line drlve

Blackshurg starting pitcher Lorelei Spradlin recorded five strikeouts in Wednesday’s
softhall game. (Top right) After collecting a short ground ball, Blacksburg third
haseman Emily Dickerson throws to first for an out. Dickerson hit what would be
the game-winning home run in the hottom of the sixth inning in a 6-5 win over Lord
Botetourt and two of three at the plate with three RBls. (Bottom right) Blacksbhurg’s

Evelyn Rhoads gets a base hit and would eventually score against Lord Botetourt.

www.ourvalley.org

PHOTOS BY JON FLEMING

Big South looking for new home

Marty Gordon

NRVsports@mainstreetnewspapers.com

The  Big  South
Conference enjoyed its
recent basketball weekend
in Charlotte, North
Carolina, for both the

men and women. This
was the second year the
conference played its
basketball championships
in a neutral location after

playing games on campus
sites.

Now, the Big South is
looking for a new home.
The Big South Basketball
Championships will not
be returning to Charlotte’s
Bojangles Coliseum next

%

i“&m%‘é“a Member FDIC

Our Christiansburg branch has moved to a new location. Stop in
and let’s chat about how we can make your finances brighter, your
business stronger, your goals reachable, and your dreams achievable.

In other words, let’s bring out your best—together.

2681 Market St. NE, Christiansburg, VA

Skyline
Natlonal Bank

SkylineNationalBank.com

year.

The basketball
championships featured
the Charlotte-based
conference’s men’s and
women’s tournaments.
The Charlotte Regional
Visitors Authority
manages Bojangles
Coliseum, and the city
owns the coliseum. The
contract will now not be
extended for 2024.

Big South spokesman
Mark Simpson said earlier
this week no decision
has been made on the
championships’ new
location.

“We were informed that
the Charlotte Checkers
(semi-pro hockey team)
requested home dates for
the first two weeks in
March, so the Hercules
Tires Big South Basketball
Championships  will
not return to Bojangles
Coliseum in 2024. Our
administrators will be
discussing format options
for the upcoming season
and beyond, as well as
explore the possibility of
returning to Charlotte in
future years.”

Simpson anticipates a
decision at the conference’s
Spring Meetings at the
end of the month.”

In other conference
news, Gardner-Webb
women’s basketball
coach Alex Simmons has

resigned to accept the head
coaching position at the
University of Mempbhis.
A national search for the
next Gardner-Webb head
coach has begun.

Simmons recently
completed her fifth season
in charge of the Runnin’
Bulldogs and posted
a 90-59 record (.604)
during her time in Boiling
Springs.

Radford University has
pulled another basketball
player from the transfer
portal.

Radford head men’s
basketball coach Darris
Nichols has announced
the addition of forward
Josiah Harris. He will join
the Highlanders for the
2023-24 season following
one season at St. Francis
Brooklyn and have two
years of eligibility left.

“We  are  excited
to welcome Josiah to
Radford University, this
community and our
program,” said Nichols.
“He is a really talented
player and a great person

who will represent us
well.”
Harris, a native of

Wilmington, Del., stands
at 6’87, 220 pounds and
gives the Highlanders
another athletic post
player that can get the job
done on both ends of the
floor.
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Love, Beauty, and Beorghese

Receive a lovely gift set with skin care,
makeup, and color purchase
‘While supplies last

WOMENSCLOTHIER SINCE 1975

860 University City Blvd, Blacksburg
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(540) 951-8102

www.montcova.com

In his first season
at the Division I level,
Harris immediately

proved himself to be a
force around the basket
for the Terriers. The big
man played in and started
29 games, averaging 9.2
points, 8.8 rebounds, 1.0
assists and 1.3 blocks per
contest.

Amongst all players in
the Northeast Conference
(NEC), he ranked third
in rebounding and second
in blocks, while remaining
top-100 in the nation in
total rebounds, rebounds
per game, offensive
rebounds, defensive
rebounds and blocks per
game.

With 14  games
scoring in double figures,
including a season-high
20 points against Wagner,
Harris  tallied  eight
double-doubles last season
— good for 87th-best in
the nation. He ended
the year shooting 44.2%
(106-240) from the field
and 71.4% (50-70) at the
free throw line.

Prior to playing for St.
Francis Brooklyn, Harris
had stints at Hutchinson
Community College and
Cowley College. His high
school ball was played
for William Penn High
School.

Harris will be joined
by freshmen newcomers
Trenton Walters and
Trevor Roe, who signed
National  Letters  of
Intent with Radford last
November.

Radford men’s
basketball’s DaQuan
Smith has been named
to the 2022-23 NABC
Division 1 All-District 3
Second Team.

Voted on by NABC-
member coaches across
NCAA Division I, Smith
becomes the fifth player
in program history to
make the list. He joins Art
Parakhouski (2008-09 and
2009-10), Javonte Green
(2013-14 and 2014-15),
Ed Polite Jr. (2017-18 and
2018-19) and Carlik Jones
(2018-19 and 2019-20).

Smith played in all 33
games this season, starting
32 of them. As Radford’s
most dangerous player
most nights, the redshirt
junior guard is averaging
13.8 points, 3.2 rebounds
and 1.7 assists per game
while also tallying 32
steals and 11 blocks.



