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Southwest Virginia Veterans Cemetery
wreath ceremony honors veterans laid to rest

Lori Graham

Contributing writer

The Southwest Virginia Veterans
Cemetery Wreath Laying Ceremony was
held Saturday, Dec. 16, and was attended
by a large crowd in recognition of the
sacrifice many veterans have made for
freedom.

The ceremony is highlighted by the
placement of a live wreath on their stone
marker, as well as the veteran’s spouses
buried there. The more than 1,700 live
wreaths are shipped from Maine and
delivered to the cemetery within a few
days of the ceremony.

A founding member of the volunteers
and ambassadors’ programs is Mary Lou
Summers, who has tirelessly devoted
time and energy to the cemetery. She
started her work at the SWVA cemetery
11 years ago and will be retiring at the
end of 2023.

“The volunteers are the people who are
the main branch of the group. They are in
charge of collecting donations to support
the wreath program. We have a brand-
new project coming up, a $250,000
bell tower, so they do all of that work.
They meet monthly and are all non-
profit and volunteers,” Summers said.
“The ambassadors are a separate group
who takes one day out of the month, a
weekday, to set aside so that every single
veteran who is buried here has a friend
at their burial so that no veteran is ever
buried alone.”

Some people can serve in both
positions but are all a part of the big
organization that keeps the programs for
the cemetery running,.

“There are more than 2300 people
buried here,” Summers said. “It is
possible that a husband and wife are in
the same gravesite, and there are more
people buried here than we actually
have gravesites. We have the Scatter
Gardens, then we have the Memorial

Gardens for people who their bodies
were never returned... then in-ground
cremation, the Columbarium, and then
the gravesites.”

Under a blue sky and temperate
weather, family, friends, volunteers, and
many local organizations assembled in
respect of veterans who have passed.

“One of the interesting things today is,
we are featuring the youth. So, we have
all these groups of young people who will
hand out the wreaths to families; we call
them wreath distributors,” Summers said.

Local junior ROTC groups and youth
organizations were on site to assist in
handing out the wreaths.

Summers was recognized as a founder
member of the SWVA Veterans Cemetery
during the ceremony. Summers is also
the wife of the late Rear Admiral John
Summers who was buried at the Arlington
National Cemetery. Mary Lou Summers,
upon seeing the ceremony of honor
conducted at the Arlington cemetery
for her husband, brought many ideas
to the SWVA region’s veteran cemetery.
Her goal was to see that no veteran is
buried without someone present to pay
them respect. The 2023 ceremony was
dedicated in her honor and dedication
and given a token of appreciation for her
service.

Fundraising is ongoing for a bell tower
that will be located at the entrance of the
cemetery. The bell is currently housed
in the administrative building on the
cemetery’s property.

Barbara Spence, Deborah
Zimmerman, and Ann Crawford are
some of the volunteers and ambassadors
who provide many hours of service to the
SWVA Veterans Cemetery. Zimmerman
has both her mother and veteran father
buried in the cemetery, and Spence has
a cousin also interned at the cemetery.

See Wreath, page 2
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The SWVA Veterans Cemetery Volunteers
and Ambassadors give an incredible amount
of time and effort to the maintenance and

improvements of their programs.

Andrew Meeks plays the bagpipes
during the wreath laying at the
SWVA Veterans Cemetery in
Dublin as family, friends, and
volunteers assure every veteran’s
stone marker is adorned.

PHOTOS BY LO\%IVGRI;M
SWVA Veterans Cemetery Ambassadors and Volunteers (left to right) Ann Crawford,

Deborah Zimmerman, and Barbhara Spence register family and friends at the
ceremony on Dec. 16, 2023.

Christiansburg Town Council annual audit
shows financials in good shape going into 2024

'PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE TOWN OF CHRISTIANSBURG
Chandler Scott

Lori Graham

Contributing writer

During the presentations session
of the Dec. 14 Christiansburg Town
Council meeting, Scott Wickham,
CPA/CFE, of Robinson, Farmer, and
Cox Associates CPAs and Consultants
presented the Christiansburg Annual
Audit to town council and audience
members, providing a good report of
the previous year.

According to Wickham, revenues
are outpacing expenditures, putting
the town in a good financial position
as they head into the new 2024 year.

“You can see you had about $26.8
million there available to you on June
30th, which is growing at just under
2 percent per year over that time

period,” Wickham said. “So, it’s good
to see you all were doing things for
the town with parks and other new
items and vehicles and things and
still growing that fund balance a
little bit of level there.”

Wickham also reported that one
third of the operating expenditures
are going to public safety as well as
an increase reported in debt service.

“Your public safety expenditures
are about $10.3 million,” Wickham
said. “You will see a significant
increase in your debt service this
year. That relates to the new park
bond you all have.”

Information Technology
subscriptions are shown to be slowing

See Council, page 2

Rotary volunteers with some of the Prices Fork Elementary
School readers who took part in the Listening to Readers A Rotary Club of Blackshurg volunteer listens to a

program.

Rotary Club helps Blacksburg students with reading skills

student read to them recently at the school.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF BLACKSBURG

Florida woman dies
after crash on I-81 in
Montgomery County

MONTGOMERY, CO. - A 72-year-old
Florida woman has died after being hit by
a tractor trailer Friday, Dec. 15 on I-81 in
Montgomery County near Radford.

“Virginia State Police is investigating a
three-vehicle crash which resulted in a fatality,”
according to the Virginia State Police.
crash occurred Friday, (Dec 15), at 1:40 a.m.
on the southbound side of Interstate 81, at the
108-mile marker in Montgomery County.”

According to the VSP,
SUV was traveling south at the 108-mile
marker, when the vehicle ran off the right side
of the roadway and struck the guardrail. The

“The

“a 2022 Hyundai

BLACKSBURG - The Rotary
Club of Blacksburg has just
finished the first of two Listening
to Readers Programs in first
and second grade classrooms at
Prices Fork Elementary School.
Volunteers spent two days per week
for six weeks listening to beginning
readers read aloud to them. Each
student read aloud for 20 minutes
to a Rotary volunteer. Each Rotary
volunteer worked with two students
each session. That adds up to an
impressive 93 volunteer sessions
of 40 minutes each (62 hours) and
186 20-minute reading sessions

for students. As much as possible
volunteers worked with the same
students week to week and were able
to develop trusting relationships.
Grand total: a minimum of 279
smiles and dozens of hugs!
Reading is a complex cognitive
skill that requires many hours
of practice to become proficient.
Early elementary students are
working hard to meet the third
grade proficiency skill set. As with
all skills, many hours of practice
achieve the

are necessary to
goal. Rotary volunteers enjoyed
supporting  beginning  readers

practice their reading skills.

Thanks to the 18 members and
seven spouses who made it happen:
Patrick Moran, Gunin Kirin, Leslie
Jester, Christy Brown, Ben Jackson,
Jeanne Jeffers, Emily Gibson, Hank
Johnson, Jim and Sue McAlister,
Natalie and Alec Siegel, Michael
Abraham, Judy Ridinger, Steve and
Rosemary Cole, John and Jenny
Sutphen, Jamie McReynolds, Jeff
and Jane Hammell, Dave Erickson
and Bruce Roulstone.

Rotary Club of Blacksburg

SUV came to rest in the right travel lane. The
driver of the SUV exited the vehicle and was
struck by a 2023 Peterbilt tractor trailer which
was also traveling south. The tractor trailer
then struck a 2008 Dodge Caravan on the
right shoulder.”

The driver of the Hyundai was identified as
Pamela Ann Crockett, 72, of Hawthorne, Fla.
Crockett died at the scene. The Virginia State
Police Crash Reconstruction Team assisted
with the crash. The crash remains under
investigation.

Staff report
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Wednesday, Dec. 20:

CommUNITY Yoga for Self-Care for Adults

At the Radford Public Library; 5:45 — 6:45 p.m. Join
Kelly McCoy of The Whole You for an all-level yoga
class for adults. Learn poses to help strengthen and
lengthen your muscles as well as some breathing and
meditation techniques to help calm the nervous system.
This class is free to the public and is funded by grant
money via the Virginia Department of Health.

Thursday, Dec. 21:

Photo Club meeting

The Radford Photo Club will meet at 6 p.m. at
Radford Public Library. Bring your three favorite photos
from 2023 on a thumb drive to share and select one as a
print for the photo contest.

Friday, Dec. 22-
Tuesday, Dec. 26:

Radford Public Library closed

Radford Public Library will be closed Friday, Dec.22
through Tuesday, Dec. 26. RPL will close early at 5 pm
on Wednesday and Thursday, Dec. 27 and 28.

Sunday, Dec. 24:

Town of Blacksburg holiday hours

The Blacksburg Community Center and Aquatic
Center closed. Blacksburg Transit will operate on
reduced service with service ending at 6:45 p.m.

Monday, Dec. 25:

Town of Blacksburg holiday hours

All town administrative offices will be closed. The
Blacksburg Community Center and Aquatic Center will
be closed. There will be no Blacksburg Transit service.
There will be no trash pickup in the SE quadrant. Make-

Wreat h from page 1

up service will be Wednesday, Dec. 27. Please have all
materials to the curb by 7 a.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 26:

Town of Blacksburg holiday hours

All town administrative offices will be closed.
The Blacksburg Aquatic Center will be closed. The
Blacksburg Community Center will be open regular
hours. Blacksburg Transit will operate on reduced
service.

Wednesday, Dec. 21

CommUNITY Yoga for Self-Care for Adults

At the Radford Public Library; 5:45- 6:45 p.m. Join
Kelly McCoy of The Whole You for an all-level yoga
class for adults. Learn poses to help strengthen and
lengthen your muscles as well as some breathing and
meditation techniques to help calm the nervous system.
This class is free to the public and is funded by grant
money via the Virginia Department of Health.

Sunday, Dec. 31

Town of Blacksburg holiday hours
Blacksburg Transit will operate on reduced service.
The Blacksburg Community Center will be closed. The

Blacksburg Aquatic Center will be open regular hours.

Monday, Jan. 1, 2024:

Town of Blacksburg holiday hours

All town administrative offices will be closed. The
Blacksburg Community Center and Aquatic Center will
be closed. There will be no Blacksburg Transit service.
There will be no trash pickup in the SE quadrant. Make-
up service will be Wednesday, Jan. 3. Please have all
materials to the curb by 7 a.m.

Radford Public Library closed
RPL will be closed on Monday, Jan. 1, 2024 for the
New Year holiday.

On-going:
Dec. 14- Jan. 15:

Blacksburg Transit reduced service

Blacksburg Transit will operate on reduced service for
the holiday season beginning Dec. 14. Reduced service
will remain in effect until Jan. 15. There will be no bus
service on Christmas Day and New Year’s Day. For more
information, please contact 540-443-1500.

Dec.19-Jan.1:

Free downtown Blacksburg parking
Free holiday parking will be in effect downtown.
Normal parking rates will resume on Tuesday, Jan. 2.

Blacksburg stormwater utility credit application
deadline

Deadline for Stormwater Utility Credit Applications
is Jan. 1, 2024. If you are located within the Town of
Blacksburg and have a stormwater management facility
on your site, you may quality for a credit on your
monthly stormwater utility fee. Go to www.blacksburg.
gov/stormwaterfund and review the Stormwater Utility
Credit Manual to know more. Stormwater management
facilities are typically ponds (either dry ponds/dry
detention basins or wet retention basins). Other types
include underground storage structures (usually located
under parking lots in commercial areas), vegetated areas
like bio-retentions, and mechanical filters that remove
oil and sediment from stormwater runoff. Questions,
contact stormwater@blacksburg.gov or call 540-443-
1354.

Blacksburg Comprehensive Plan Amendment
application process

In 2021, Town Council adopted the updated
Comprehensive Plan. As part of the mid-way evaluation
between five-year updates, the town accepts privately
initiated applications for amendments to the plan.
Amendments include changes to Future Land Use Map
designations or the text of the Plan. Applications due on
Jan. 15,2024. A pre-application meeting is required prior
to submittal. Contact Maeve Gould, Comprehensive
Planner, at (540) 443-1300 or CompPlan@blacksburg.
gov, with questions, or to schedule a pre-application

PHOTO BY LORI GRHAM
The United Auto Workers bring Volve trucks and
motorcycles to the event, wrapped by Volvo showing
their respect for veterans of past and present.

Each marker has a wreath
placed by a family member,
friend, or volunteers so
that every service member
is recognized during the
Christmas holiday season.

“A lot of people still
dont know that this
cemetery is here,” Spence
said. “This is a veteran’s
cemetery.”

PETS OF THE WEEK

The SWVA Veterans
Cemetery provides some
burial options that are
of no-cost to the veteran
or their spouse and can
be applied for at any
time, including Dbefore
the service member’s
end of life. The Virginia
Department of Veterans
Services website at www.

dvs.virginia.gov  provides
full  details and an
application link for anyone
interested in finding out
more information.

The  United Auto
Workers (UAW) 2069th
Chapter of the Veterans
Committee were present as
well with William “Willie”
Price currently serving
as  their  chairperson.
Committee members were
present to park cars and
provide support in the
wreath laying ceremony.

“We  bring  trucks,
we bring motorcycles,
and we partner with the
cemetery and try to help
them meet a lot of their
needs in raising...if they

have events that need
volunteers,” Price said.
“Whatever that needs to
be done.”

The trucks are owned
and wrapped by Volvo,
Trucks North America,
located in Pulaski County,
and members of the
committee are made up
entirely of current or
retired employees.

The SWVA Veterans
Cemetery is located at
5550  Bagging Plant
Road in Dublin and has a
Facebook page with more
information along with
additional pictures from
the recent wreath laying
ceremony.

These pets and many others are available for adoption at the
Montgomery County Animal Care and Adoption Center, 480 Cinnabar
Rd., Christiansburg. Phone: (540) 382-5795.

Bobo is a happy boy who is
ready to go home for the holidays!
He is capital “C” Cute, especially
with that single “sock” he wears.
Bobo is curious, likes attention,

and will gladly sit for a tasty treat.

Nog is a sweet feline looking for
his furever home. He is friendly
and would enjoy a scratch on
the chin or the chance to nuzzle
against his favorite human’s leg.
Stop by the Animal Care and
Adoption Center to see if he is
your purrfect match!

meeting.
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down a bit, but compensation for
sick leave may see some changes
moving forward; however, this is
not expected to be a significant
adjustment, according to Wickham.

“The audit process went well and
youre in great financial shape,”
Wickham said.

Police Chief Chris Ramsey also
introduced two recent graduates
from the police academy during
the Christiansburg Town Council’s
regular meeting. Nathan Lucas
and Chandler Scott will be joining
Christiansburg Police Department’s
police staff where they will continue
their training and in-processing.

The academy is typically 22
weeks long, with four 10-hour days,
and involves classroom instruction,
defensive tactics, shooting range and
driving education. The Cardinal
Criminal Justice Academy in Salem,
Virginia, = www.cardinalacademy.
org, is the regional training location
with several local police departments
participating, such as the city of
Salem, Virginia State Parks, and
the Montgomery County Sheriff’s
office, among many other agencies,
Captain Carson Altizer said in a
phone interview.

“The field training program is
based on a 12-step model, so they
are riding with an officer,” Altizer
said. “They complete a short shadow
phase... before they are completely
solo.”

The nextsession begins Jan. 2 with
one person planning to attend, and
another session happensin April. The
Christiansburg Police Department is
currently hiring additional officers
and applications can be found under
the Christiansburg Town website
under the Employment tab.

Jeff Akers, of Christiansburg,
spoke during the citizens’ comments
portion of the meeting. He began by
congratulating Kim Bowman and
Johana Hicks but went on to express
fruscration over what he referred to
as “two-tier leadership” in the town
government.

“Everyone in the Town should
be very concerned when the mayor
comes to a polling site and accuses
me of stealing Wendy Glass’s
campaign signs in front of business
polling, the busiest polling site in
the town,” Akers said. “I also want
to talk about the sign I used for
my campaign. Randy Wingfield
used the town cameras to track my
location and then called the chief
of police and have [sic] him call an
officer to come out and tell me to
please turn my sign off . . . I wasn’t
breaking a law; I was breaking an
ordinance.”

Joanne Price, a Blacksburg
resident and business owner in
Christiansburg also addressed the
Council.

“I'm here tonight because I
understand there is an amendment,
a budget amendment, and there
are some funds that are going to

be voted on to be given to the
museum,” Price said. “Two concerns
that I have is number one, I was
told that the museum is housing
some town documents, historical
documents, and that’s fine but
the clerk’s office by law also holds
historical documents so, why do we
have them in two different places,
number one?”

Price’s number two concern
stated that it is by law the Clerk’s
responsibility to care for those
historical documents.

Price pointed out that the director
of the museum is a current council
member. Council member Casey
Jenkins receives a salary as the
museum director. Price suggested
that the motion to provide the funds
to be voted on for a HVAC system
for the museum is tabled.

Christiansburg  resident  Chris
Waltz also spoke against the
museum amendment stating that
council member Tanya Hockett is
withholding her vote on the issue
until Henry Showalter vacates his
seat on the council.

“Apparently you also like to ignore
your own code of ethics that says
that you all are to comply with both
the letter and the spirit of the laws
and council members shall work
for the common good of the people
of Christiansburg and not for any
private or personal interest,” Waltz
said.

Council member Tanya Hockett
made a motion to include a $10,000
award in the budget for the Wonder
Universe Museum located in the
Uptown Mall. Johana Hicks and Tim
Wilson voted against the granting of
funds, while Casey Jenkins, Samuel
Bishop, and Tanya Hockett voted in
support of the funding, carrying the
vote to approval.

Hockett made another motion to
approve funds to the Montgomery
Museum of Art and History, with
Councilman Bishop seconding the
motion. Hicks suggested waiting for
the next month to decide.

Council members Bishop and
Hockett voted in support of the
motion to fund the museum’s request
for funds, and Hicks and Wilson
voted against the motion, leaving the
vote tied. Jenkins abstained from the
vote and Showalter was not present.

According to the regulations of the
Council, the mayor will break ties
with his vote. Mayor Michael Barber
voted in support of the funding,
carrying an action of approval.

The council also unanimously
voted to fund three requests for
the 2023 Facade Grant Awards.
According to the Christiansburg
Town websiteatwww.christiansburg.
org, the program helps property or
business owners improve the look
and exterior of their locations.
Eligible businesses can apply for the
$4,500 matching grant through the
town with the application provided
on their website.
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Mildred Laitinen
Wiggert died on Dec.
12, 2023. She was
born on May 8, 1931,
the sixth child of Albin
and Hilma Fredman

Laitinen in Negaunee
Township, Mich.

She grew wup in
this  rural  Finnish
community in
Michigan’s Upper

Peninsula. She received
her Bachelor’s of Arts
in education from the
University of Michigan
and later received her
Master’s of Arts in
elementary education
from Virginia Tech.
Besides her parents
and siblings, sEe was

Ereceded in death by

er husband, James
Miller Wiggert,
and  granddaughter,

Wiggert, Mildred

Hannah Katharina
Wiggert Duban.

S%ie issurvived by her
son, John (Jeanette)
Wiggert; daughters,
Jane (Miller) \X/iﬁiams,
Sarah (Mark) Duban,
and Elizabeth Wiggert;
grandchildren,
James Whitaker (Jen
Simonetti), Rachel
(Kaleb) Shrader,
Jessica Wiggert,

Laitinen

and Jamie Wiggert;
great-grandchildren,

Hannah Renee Bishop
and Landon Wayne
Bishop; special
daughter El)"ran
Le (Thai Dao)an§
numerous nieces and
nephews.

A memorial will be
held at a later date. In
lieu of flowers, anyone
wishing to do so may

send a contribution
to: Luther Memorial
Lutheran Church,

600 Prices Fork Rd.,
Blacksburg, VA 24060;
or League of Women
Voters of Montgomery
County, P.O. Box
10133, Blacksburg, VA
24060; or Alzheimer’s
Association, P.O. Box

Huffman, Donald Arthur

Donald Arthur
Huffman was born in
Montgomery County
on April 18, 1941 to
Arthur Lee and Viola
Lovern Huffman and
died Dec. 13, 2023.

In addition to
his parents, he was
Ereceded in death by

is wife, Joanne Barker
Huffman and  his
former wife, Martha
Oliver Huffman;
two brothers, Audrey
Lee Huffman and
Danny Ray Huffman;
and  granddaughrter,
Cordelia Elizabeth
Huffman. He is
survived by  two
sons, Cory Stewart
Huffman and Jon
Michael Huffman
and his wife Jennifer
Sickles Huffman; his
granddaughter, Kaylee
Jayne Huffman; his
daughrter, Jennifer
White and her husband
George; two sisters,
Linda Phillips and her
husband Hoyt, and
Wanda Wright and her
husband Jimmy; and

two sisters-in law, Sue

Jesse Lee White, III

White, II, Jesse

(Butch/Coach), beloved
husband of Catherine
Cox, passed away on

Tuesday, Dec. 12, 2023,
with his wife and son,
Eric White, at his bedside.
Even with exceptional
medical care after heart
surgery, there was no
progress in his medical
condition.

Butch taught math
for 37 years at Pulaski
County High  School
and also taught math
for years at New River
Community College. He
coached both football
and basketball, but his
primary interest was his
golf team and taking the
players to competitions
at various courses. Butch
was an avid golfer himself
and believef in following
the rules of golf whether
playing with his buddies
or playing in competition.
Over the years, he has won

Huffman and Kathy
Huffman.

Don spent four years
in the United States

Air Force, stationed
in Texas and Alaska.
While serving at
Elmendorf Air Force
Base in Alaska, he
witnessed the largest
earthquake registered
in the United States,
known as the Great
Alaska Earthquake
and the Good Friday
Earthquake. The
quake measured 9.2
in  magnitude on
March 27, 1964. Don
was recognized by
the Air Force for his
actions durin the
earthquake isaster

-

2

many golf tournaments.
He1 wss vaell llovke)d ng)t
on ami ut
hisystu(}llents, gglfers, anﬁ
friends.

He was preceded in
death by 151 parents,
Elsie and Jesse White,
Jr. He is survived by his
wife, Catherine Cox;
his son, Eric White;
stepson, Matthew Cox;
granddaughter and
spouse, Alexis and Rick
Thacker; grandson,
Dustin White; and great
grandchildren, Adaliz

For over 50 years, we have been proud to be a
part of the community and serve our friends
with the best prices and selection of
electrical and lighting needs.

Thank you for your loyal support
and friendship over the years.

Electrical Supply Inc.

594 Depot Street, Old Cambria Section,
Christiansburg - Phone: 540-382-6179
electricalsupply@verizon.net

96011, Washington,
DC 20090.

period  of  March
27-29, 1964. Don

volunteered to enter
the Anchorage Alaska
Communication
System Toll Building,
which had been
declared unsafe and
perform the emergency
duties of telephone
operator. He remained
on duty day and night
to provide essential
communications

during a period of
great need.
Don and Joanne

Hokie
They

were avid

Football fans.
had season rtickets
and never missed a
home game. They also
traveled to many away
and bowl games. Even
after they could not go
to the stadium, they

watched all televised
games.
Michael Hill, his

nephew, will officiate
the funeral at noon on
Wednesday, Dec. 20 at
Horne Funeral Home.

Burial will follow at
Roselawn  Memorial
Gardens.

Lee

and Beck Thacker. Butch
loved his family and his
church. He hac{a strong
faith in God.

The family wishes
to thank Dr. Gre
Beato, D.O. of Medica%
Associates of Southwest
Virginia for his excellent
care and availability for
Butch.

The family will receive
friends 11 am. - 12
p-m. Saturday, Dec. 23,
2023, at Central Church
in Radford, located at
Eighth and Wadsworth
St. Memorial services will
begin at 12 p.m.

In lieu of flowers,
donations may be made
to County of Pulaski,

Randolph  Park, 5100
Alexander Road, Dublin,
VA 24084. Please
reference PCP and R Golf.
The White/Cox
families are in the care of
Mullins Funeral Home &
Crematory in Radford.

Gregory, Allan Wayne

Allan Wayne Gregory,
67, passed away Thursday,
Dec. 14, 2023, at his
home in Pulaski. He was
Ereceded in death by

is parents, Charles and

Ellen Gregory; brothers,
Richard Garland and
James Alvis  Gregory;
sisters, Patricia Dawn
Gregory and Kennetha
Diane Gregory Melton;
and infant twins, Alan, Jr.
and Bryan.

Survivors include his

daughter, Stacy Nichole

Gregory; brother, Carl
Gregory; and  sister,
Barbara Ann Burnette

Shrewsberry, Tony

Tony Dwayne
Shrewsberry, 59,
went to be with the

lord Sunday, Dec. 10,
2023, at his home in
west end, Radford.

He was a standing
member of Bro. Dale
Akers church Peak
Creek Ministries in
Pulaski, Va. Tony
was receded in
death by his father,
Robert Shrewsberry;
stepfather, Keith
“Marty” Martin;
and brother, Stephen
Shrewsberry.

His
include

survivors
his  wife,
Dana  Shrewsberry;
his mother, Lettie
“Carlene” Martin; his
loving daughters and
sons-in-law, Gena
Leigh  Shrewsberry
(Wayne Lucado),
Brooke Nicole Akers
(Josh Akers), Tiffany

Paige Shrewsberry
(David Fields),
and Chloe Beth

Vest, Ellen

Ellen Bennett Vest, of
Christiansburg, left to light
the way for all who loved
her on Nov. 29, 2023. Born
in Radford, she attended
school in Christiansburg
and attained a degree in
Nursing from Bridgewater
College.

Ellen believed strongly
in the importance of family
and friendship. Her loving,
nurturing, and gracious
nature made all feel
treasured and appreciated.
Her  generosity lifted
moods with humor, eased
grief through compassion,
and banished loneliness
with companionship.
For most of her adult life
she utilized her medical
training and experience as
a care giver, helping many
loved ones through sickness
and infirmity.

Ellen lived to bring
joy to others, often
through thoughtful gifts
and cards, and of course
food. Wherever she went,
she brought the most
marvelous food. She made
it with heaping spoonfuls
of love and an artist’s
eye toward aesthetics.

Ellen’s motto was always,
“Presentation, presentation,
presentation!”

Ellen also loved nature.
She gardened organically,

May God bless and
watch over you and
your loved ones at

season finds you

amily and friends.

We wish you a

Mullins Funeral
Home &

Crematory
120 West Main Street
Radford, VA 24141

540-639-2456

Christmas and always. -
We hope the holiday [

’cog;e’cher, sharing with |

Very Merry Christmas &
and a Happy New Year!

Shrewsberry; stepson,

Christopher “Jonah”

Pagan; his many
grandkids and bonus
randkids, Greyson,
%Ialey, Haleigh,
and Rozalynn; %\is
brother, Kevin
Martin; sister-in-
law, Melinda “Sue”
Shrewsberrys; and
many other loving
relatives and friends.

Tony loved the
Lord and instilled his
faith in his children
as much as he could.
He grew up and spent

Ben

=

kept bird feeders full,
and adored her sweet
dog Oakley. Chickens,
peacocks, swans, sheep,
and llamas all occupied
parts of her life, and she
even loved guinea fowl,
which is something few of
us can say.

Preceded in  death
by her father, William
Bennett, mother Thelma
Lucas, step-father ~Sam
Lucas, husband Clay Vest,
and greataunt Bertha
Sassaman, she is survived
by her uncle Donald
Bennett, uncle John Flory
(Joan), step-brother Lt.
Col. (Ret) Nathan Lucas
(Karen), step-sister Myran
Moore  (Doug),  step-
daughter Jessica Brevard
(Chris); step-grandchildren
Caleb, Emma, and Anna;
and many loving nieces,
nephews, and  cousins.
Ellen is also survived by
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. Wishing you and
4 yours a happy holiday !
season filled with ¢
good times, |
good friends and ?;

good memories.

5 We thank you for
i your support this past |
year and look forward |

to serving you ¥

in the new year.
llr.\ ,
" Price’s Body |
, Shop !
2592 Ellett Rd.,
Christiansburg

=

7]

S

Fi

T

G

Send community news and photos
to communitynews@ourvalley.org

(Charles); nieces,
Kimberly (Brad) Nester
and Latisha C. Fox;
nephew, Jason Allan
Gregory; and many other
relatives and friends.

The family received
friends Tuesday, Dec.
19, 2023 at the Mullins
Funeral Home in
Radford. Services will be
private.

The Gregory family
is in the care of Mullins
Funeral Home &
Crematory in Radford.

Dwayne

most of hislife in west
end Radford where
he made a career for
himself through New
River Heating and
Air. He has always
loved to work and
help others unless he
just couldn’t. He had
such a since of humor
and would talk with
you for hours if he
could. He will forever
be missed by many,
but now he walks the
streets of gold with
his heavenly father.

The famif]y received
friends Monday, Dec.
18, 2023at West
Radford Church of
God, 1824 W Main
Street, Radford,
VA 24141. Funeral
services followed
with Pastor Danny
Newman officiating.

The  Shrewsberry
family is in the care
of Mullins Funeral
Home & Crematory
in Radford.

nett

loved ones Wayne Goff; his
daughter Kristin Goff and
son-in-law Mitch Sutphin,
and their son Ryker
Furthermore, = memories
of Ellen will be deeply
cherished by the Vest
family of Floyd, and by her
many friends too numerous
to mention.

All who knew her are
left searching for ways
to honor Ellen, to make
her proud of us. Since she
always felt that blooms
and bouquets should be
given to the living, in lieu
of flowers, please donate
to the Humane Society
of Montgomery County,
1183 Flanagan Dr.,,
Christiansburg, Va 24073
or to the Tunnel to Towers
Foundation, 2362 Hylan
Blvd., Staten Island, NY
10306.

A memorial service will
be held on Jan. 13, 2024,
at  the Christiansburg
Presbyterian  Church  at
2 p.m. Ellen’s family will
receive friends and well-
wishers  afterwards in
the church’s  Fellowship
Hall. Online condolences
may be made @ at
Gardnerfuneralhomefloyd.
com. The family is being
served by Gardner Funeral
Home.

Rejoice in the
Gi][{s 0][ the Seasord

May Christmas deliver the
best gifts of all to you and
yours this year: Peace,
Love, Health, Happiness
& Friendship

Merry Christmas, and
best wishes for a
blessed New Year.

1107/ Main Street.
|‘“'mlilg‘iksbu'r\g

nnt
540:552:5041
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Trains an important part of growing up in Christiansburg

Evans “Buddy” King

Columnist

I drove the “back way” to work one day last week,
through an area called Summit Park. I go this route
often to avoid the “rush hour” traffic.

I'm a littde tongue in cheek when I refer to “rush
hour,” since I live in North Central West Virginia, a
largely rural area dotted by a few recovering rust-belt
cities, and my commute has rarely taken more than 15
minutes through a couple of home moves and an office
relocation. But the intersection of I-79 and Route 50,
about two miles from my house, is said to be the busiest
intersection in the state, and getting through it and
onto [-79 North to my office park can become a death-
defying fete. Plus, the “back way” is beautiful and while
driving it I have probably seen every animal indigenous
to North America at one time or another.

As wildly interesting as this story is, the reason I think
it is “column worthy” is because I got stopped by a train,
a long train, this particular morning. I cross these tracks
every time I go this route of course, but rarely get caught
by a real live train. While sitting and checking emails
and texts and making phone calls, my mind wandered
back to my Christiansburg youth and to the sound of
trains.

Asevery self-respecting Christiansburger knows, trains
were very important to the development of the town.
Like most of everything I write, this is not intended to
be a well-researched history of Christiansburg’s history
with trains, so forgive factual errors. This column is just
a collection of feelings and memories.

My main memory of trains is of hearing the whistle
at night and the clanking of railcars as they passed
through Cambria depot while I was lying in my bed

safe and warm on Cherry Lane. The home I was raised
in was probably a good two miles from the tracks, but
the Christiansburg of those days was small and quiet
and lacking in ambient noise. Depending on which way
the wind was blowing, you could hear the rumbling of
the cars almost as if they were at the end of the street.
I think everyone in town went to bed at night to the
music of the Norfolk & Western.

My Dad taught me to distinguish the empty cars
from the full ones by the sound of the rumbling - a
shallower, whinier rhythm for the empties, a fuller,
more robust sound for the full ones. The empties were
headed to West Virginia, the full ones were headed east,
to Norfolk, carrying coal to be loaded and shipped out
of one of the world’s largest ports.

It may not sound romantic now, not in this time
of war on fossil fuels, but the sound of the distant
trains carrying coal made me think about the world,
interconnectedness, commerce. It was comforting to
me for some reason to fall off to sleep on a cold January
night to the sound of the clanking of train cars taking
coal that had been pulled out of the ground in the
mountains of Virginia and West Virginia and loaded
into cars that then passed through my hometown on
the way to Europe, to heat homes and make things.

Another thing my parents would talk about when
we listened to the trains was their fathers and the roles
trains played in their lives. I have very little memory of
my grandfather Charlie King, who died when I was six
years old, and none at all of my mother’s father, Joseph
Weaver, who died many years before I was born. But I
do know that Grandfather Charlie often worked in the
mines in southern West Virginia, repairing railcars when
“money was hard to come by,” and that Grandfather

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Joe Weaver died while working as a conductor for
the Virginia Western Railroad in a train accident in
Wyoming County, West Virginia. So, I guess I had love
and respect and awe for trains in my blood.

Cambria depot (annexed into Christiansburg in the
1960’s) was where people boarded while train travel was
in its heyday. Many a Tech student traveling from the
east (i.e., most) came into Christiansburg, on the N &
W and then took a “spur” - the Huckleberry as it was
known -on to Blacksburg, to a dead end. I remember
taking the train out of Cambria with my Cub Scout
troop to Radford, at a cost of $.10 for a round trip. 'm
also pretty sure I rode the Huckleberry.

Perhaps my best memories of those train tracks in
Cambria are of the two great “crushes” of my high
school years, names withheld to protect us all. This was
a time and a place when the greatest entertainment for
teenagers was “driving around.” And for many young
guys like me, who were scared of dating but prone to
pining, driving past the homes of the crush du jour
was the highest form of entertainment. Perhaps our
affections would pass by osmosis. So, I spent many an
hour with my friends John or Bob or Greg sitting “at
the tracks,” coming or going from Cambria and the
objects of my secret affection. Not sure if I was hopeful
or fearful of actually seeing them in their yards!

Late in my Christiansburg years, I-81 was completed
up behind Mockingbird Hill, where my auntand cousins
lived, at the top of Cherry Lane, much to the chagrin
of my parents and others who enjoyed the tranquility of
our little town. We could hear the tractor trailers roaring
by on the Interstate, a sound that lacked the romance
and the promise of adventure of the clackety clack of the
train. It was not the same.

Dear Editor,

Tackling gun violence meaningfully

Unfortunately, Delegate Jason Ballard’s opinion piece
“Addressing the underlying problems related to gun
violence is important,” (Dec. 6, 2023) is not only far off
target, but worse, does nothing to address the problem
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he rightly acknowledges.

He claims that House Bill 2 is an “attempt by those on
the left to criminalize lawful and responsible ownership
of so-called “assault firearms,”” but that’s a divisive
misrepresentation. The attempt of the Bill is to take
weapons that are clearly designed to do nothing more
than kill people out of the hands of private citizens.
Nobody needs a semi-automatic rifle for hunting or self-
defense.

I've never hunted, but my friend the hunter tells
me, “It’s not sporting to hunt with AR platform rifles,
period.”

Common sense tells me that if a hunter misses that
deer with the first shot, he sure isnt going to hit him
with the second, unless spraying bullets machine-gun
style.

“Those rifles are meant to hunt people,” my friend
continued. “AR rifles fire repeatedly and they will
basically just tear the deer up.”

Sporting hunters use single-shot bolt-action rifles,
muzzle-loaders or even bows and arrows. I can’t imagine
anybody who hunts for sport would use an assault rifle,
or a muzzle compensator or a high-capacity magazine.
Or would find these lethal enhancements necessary.

Delegate Ballard rightly suggests that safe storage
of firearms to keep them from the hands of minors
is critical, saying he has submitted a bill this year to

expand tax credits to those who purchase a gun safe. But
if your gun is in a safe, how can he claim it is necessary
to provide protection?

“And finally,” he opines, “we should be focusing on
mental and behavioral health treatment that lessens the
prevalence of violence in our communities.” Indeed,
this is an absolutely necessary part of the solution. But
why then does his party consistently block funding for
our mental health institutions which are chronically
ill-equipped and understaffed? Our state government
recently returned a surplus of funding to the citizens. If
mental health is the problem the delegate claims it to be,
why not spend that money there?

In closing, in a point of gobsmacking hypocrisy, the
Delegate calls this legislation “an example of government
overreach,” while his party seeks the ultimate overreach,
ripping Virginia women’s reproductive health care
decisions from them, their families, and their doctors.

If the Delegate recognized gun violence as the real
problem that all of us believe it to be, hed ditch his
hypocrisy and divisive finger-pointing. And then propose
effective, workable solutions and ways to implement and
fund them.

Michael Abraham
Blacksburg

“Building Blocks for Virginia Families”

will help families with child care

In last week’s column, I wrote about
several pieces of legislation that I plan
to introduce in the 2024 legislative
session that would benefit our region’s
localities. While I had intended to
inform you of some additional bills
that I plan on submitting in this week’s
edition, a recent announcement from
Governor Glenn Youngkin relating to
child-care deserves your attention.

Something I hear often when I'm

in the community is that the lack
of affordable/accessible  childcare
is preventing economic growth
and presenting real hardships to
families. Is now more common
than in past years for two parents
to have to work to make ends meet.
Single parent households are at
even more of a disadvantage when
it comes to accessing childcare,
due to both availability and cost.

In response, Governor Youngkin
recently announced his “Building
Blocks for Virginia Families” (BBVF)
plan, which will build upon existing
programs to help make childcare and
early learning more accessible for all
Virginians.

Governor Youngkin’s plan will
ensure that every low-income working

See Families, page 8
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PUBLIC NOTICE
The contents of the
listed unit will be sold
at Public Auction
December 29, 2023
at 11am at
1st Security
Self Storage 5
Midway Plaza Dr.
Christiansburg, VA.
D020 D025
1st Security reserves
the right to refuse
any bid. Terms:
CASH OR CREDIT
CARD AT SALE.

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD
Mixed Hardwood.
Call 540-784-3436 or 540-
581-4183. Delivery in
Botetourt only.

Help Wanted -

Drivers

Part Time
Newspaper
Driver
Salem Times Register
has openings for
afternoon/evening
drivingshift for
newspaperdelivery. No
experience necessary.
Hours may vary. Will train.
$12 per hour. Contact
Christine, Salem-Times
Register (540)389-9355

Help Wanted -

General

Part Time
Newspaper

Production Help
The Salem Times
Register has openings for
afternoon/evening shift
work inserting, labeling
and bundling newspapers
for delivery. No
experience necessary.
Hours may vary. Will train.
$12 per hour. Contact
Christine, Circulation
Manager, Salem-Times
Register (540)389-9355
or email
customerservice@
ourvalley.org

Jld

into hope

Founded 1965

TOTAL ACTION
FOR PROGRESS
CEO Recruitment

Profile

Total Action for Progress
(TAP) is a community
action agency that serves
eleven localities in the
Roanoke Valley and
adjacent communities: the
counties of Alleghany,
Bath, Botetourt, Craig,
Roanoke, and
Rockbridge, and the cities
of Buena Vista,
Covington, Lexington,
Roanoke, and
Salem. TAP helps
individuals and families
achieve economic and
personal independence
through education,
employment, affordable
housing, and safe and
healthy environments.
Every TAP employee
shares in TAP’s
responsibility to “Mobilize
Community Resources” in
support of TAP’s anti-
poverty efforts.

TAP is seeking an
experienced CEO who is
responsible for
maintaining an
organizational culture
that embodies the
following values:
Advocacy for the

Help Wanted -

General

oppressed, the
disadvantaged, and
disenfranchised. Results
orientation. Fiscal and
programmatic
accountability. Teamwork,
collaboration with others
and partnership building.
Excellence in
performance. Innovation.
The passion to make a
difference.
Responsiveness to the
needs of the community.
Maintenance of
an agency-wide focus on
Whole Family and Trauma
Informed services.

PRIMARY
RESPONSIBILITIES:
Responsible for carrying
out the mission of the
organization and the
strategic plan as set forth
by the Board of Directors.
Responsible for meeting
with key board
committees especially
Finance, Property,
Personnel and
all others at the request of
the Board Chair.
Responsible for carrying
out the policies and
procedures set forth by
the Board of Directors.
Responsible for final
approval of the hiring and
termination of all staff.
Responsible for the
financial health of the
organization, the
development and prudent
expenditures of the same
according to budgets
prepared by staff and
approved by the Board of
Directors and audited by
financial and program
auditors.
Responsible for making
sure that staff are
provided with wages
comparable to similar
employment and benefits
necessary for their well-
being and that of their
families.
Responsible for
developing a creative
work environment where
employees and volunteers
are stimulated to take
initiative, develop
leadership and carry out
their responsibilities with
dedication, warmth and
initiative.
Responsible for inspiring
others in the organization
to be passionate about
caring for the needs
of our families.
Responsible for
stimulating collaborative
ventures with other
organizations, the private
sector
and federal, state, and
local governments to
strengthen services for
low-income Virginians.
Responsible for
representing the
organization publicly
before public, private, and
network organizations.

ESSENTIAL
KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS
AND ABILITIES:

An understanding of the
specific nature of a
community action agency,
its history, and
commitment to the same.
Advanced understanding
of a variety of
programming that includes
early childhood
development, youth and
adult education and
training, housing
development and
management
and a wide range of
economic development
programming including
business start-ups and
loan pools.
Excellent presentation,
writing and public relations
skills.

High emotional and

=
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ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
1-Bedroom Apartments for the Elderly (62+) & Disabled

100% RENTAL ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE
RENT BASED ON INCOME

Quiet, residential neighborhood
All ground level

Individual porches

Kitchen appliances

Laundry on-site

Community building

Emergency notification switches
Handicap units available

NEW CASTLE MANOR APARTMENTS
248 Chilton Street — New Castle, VA
540-864-7004
www.peopleinc.net/housing/new-castle-manor/

W Peopleinc.

Building Futures, Realizing Dreams™

THIS INSTITUTION IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY
PROVIDER AND EMPLOYER

Help Wanted -
General

cultural intelligence
enabling the person to
connect with a wide range
of people from a variety of
ethnic, social and
economic backgrounds.
High energy level and
proven ability to manage
stressful or extenuating
circumstances.
Bilingual ability is a plus.

QUALIFICATIONS,
EDUCATION AND
EXPERIENCE:
Master’s degree or
equivalent experience.
Ten to twenty years in a
senior management
position of an organization
with similar complexity
and size of TAP.
Experience writing grant
submissions and
managing a team of grant
writers.
Experience working with
a board of directors.
Experience working
effectively with the public
and representing an
agency before the public.
Experience working
effectively with local,
state, and national public
officials on issues vital to
the organization.
Experience and passion
for working with a highly
diverse organization.
Essential computer skills
and the experience and
ability to oversee IT
operations.

SPECIAL
REQUIREMENTS:
Must pass a
comprehensive
background and drug
check.

A valid Virginia driver’s
license and reliable
transportation is required.
TAP participates in the
Virginia DMV Driver Alert
Program. Employees who
operate a TAP
vehicle or their personal
vehicle to conduct TAP
business may be subject
to driver record
monitoring through the
Virginia DMV Driver Alert
Program.

SPECIAL NOTE:
This description provides
information regarding the

core functions of the
designated position, and
general nature and level
of work associated with
the job. It should not be
interpreted to describe all
the duties whose
performance may be
required of such
employees or be used to
limit the nature and extent
of assignments such an
individual may be given.

TAP is an Equal
Opportunity Employer with
a Drug Free Workplace.

We only hire individuals
legally
eligible for employment in
the United States.

COMPENSATION AND
BENEFITS:
Salary range is $90k to
$115k depending on
qualifications and
experience. The
successful candidate will
be offered a generous
benefits package including
health, dental, vision,
retirement plan match
and gift,
paid time off, sick leave,
free shortterm disability,
long term disability, life
insurance/AD&D, and
professional development
support, 14 paid holidays.

APPLICATION
PROCESS:

To be considered,
please submit a cover
letter and resume with

salary expectations, and
three
professional references
to Tabatha Cooper, HR
Director, via email at
Tabatha.Cooper@tapint
ohope.org

or via mail to: TAP,
Human Resources, PO
Box 2868 Roanoke VA

24011

This position will remain
open until filled.
Inquiries may be

directed to:
Tabatha Cooper - HR

Director
PO BOX 2868
Roanoke, VA 24001
Email:
Tabatha.Cooper@tapint

ohope.org

Phone: 540-283-4800

SALEM TIMES weREGISTER

2122 Hwy 258 South
PO Box 475

Snow Hill, HC
800-326-JACK (5225)

Happy Jack® Skin Balm
provides relief for dogs &
cats from hot spots, flea
bites, and food allergies
without steroids. At Tractor
Supply® & Southern States.
(www.happyjackinc.com)

2122 Hwy 258 South
PO Box 475
Snow Hill, HC
800-326-JACK (5225)
Add ToneKote® to dog &
cat rations to check dry
scaly skin, doggy odor, and
glossy winter coats.
At Tractor Supply® &
Southern States.
(www.happyjackinc.com)

2122 Hwy 258 South
PO Box 475

Snow Hill, HC
800-326-JACK (5225)

Use ltchNoMore® shampoo
on dogs & cats to relieve
hot spots, grass & flea
allergies without steroids. At
Tractor Supply® & Southern
States.
(www.happyjackinc.com)

Legals - Botetourt

County

VIRGINIA:

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF BOTETOURT COUNTY
IN RE: ESTATE OF
EUNICE FRYE WEAVER,
DECEASED

NOTICE
Having been requested to
do so by L. Dale Weaver,
executor of the estate of
Eunice Frye Weaver,
Deceased, and in
accordance with Section
64.2-550 of the 1950 code
of Virginia, as amended, all
creditors of Eunice Frye
Weaver, and all persons in
any way interested in her
estate, are hereby notified
that | have fixed the 10" day
of January, 2024 at 10
o'clock a.m., at my office at
13 South Roanoke Street,
Fincastle, Virginia as the
time and place for
determining an account of
the debts and demands
against said Eunice Frye
Weaver or her estate, the
priorities among them, and
the names of the persons to
whom they are due.

All creditors of Eunice Frye
Weaver, deceased, and
persons interested in her

estate should appear at the
time and place named, or
any other time r place to

which the proceedings may
be adjourned, and protect
their interest.

Given under my hand this
the 13" day of December,
2023.

Malcolm McL. Doubles
Commissioner of Accounts

Legals - City of

Radford

NOTICE:

December 13, 2023
A white 550 Jet Ski
FL8258GV HIN
KAW447440482-B.

A yellow 400 Jet Ski
VA4511AK HIN
KAW 051850676.

A yellow 400 Jet Ski
VA4512AK HIN
KAW051690676.

Are located at 4923
Clement Lane Radford VA
24141.

If these watercraft are not
claimed by the titled owner
within 30 days,
| will apply to the
Department for
registration/title in my name.
Mark A.  540-639-0610

ADVERTISE!

Legals - City of

Salem

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given to all
interested persons that the
Board of Zoning Appeals of
the City of Salem, Virginia
will hold a public hearing, in
accordance with the
provisions of Sections 15.2-
2204 and 15.2-2309 of the
1950 Code of Virginia, as
amended, on December 27,
2023, at 4:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of City
Hall, 114 North Broad
Street, in the City of Salem,
Virginia, to consider the
following applications.

The request of Elizabeth G.
Lane, property owner, for a
variance from Section 106-
208.3(B)(2) of the City of
Salem Zoning Ordinance
pertaining to site
development regulations,
for the property located at
111 Poplar Avenue, Tax
Map # 127-3-5. The
petitioner is requesting a
variance to allow the
placement of a 12 x 20-foot
carport in the front yard, to
be located no closer than 16
feet to the front property
line. Section 106-
208.3(B)(2) states that
accessory structures must
be built behind the rear
building line of the principal
structure (or in the rear
yard).

At this hearing, all parties in
interest will be given an
opportunity to be heard,

present evidence, and show

cause why such requests
should or should not be
granted.

For additional information,
contact the Office of the
Zoning Administrator, 21

South Bruffey Street,

Salem, Virginia (Phone 375

3032).

THE BOARD OF ZONING
APPEALS OF THE CITY
OF SALEM
BY: Mary Ellen H. Wines,
CZA, CFM Planning &
Zoning Administrator

News Messenger,

ABC NOTICE

HANGING ROCK, LLC.,
trading as HANGING ROCK
OUTDOORS, 484
FRIENDSHIP ROAD,
SHAWSVILLE,
MONTGOMERY COUNTY,
VA. 24162.

The above establishment is
applying to the VIRGINIA
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE

CONTROL (ABC)
AUTHORITY for a
BREWERY license to sell or
manufacture alcoholic
beverages.

JAMES HARDY, CEO

NOTE: Objections to the
issuance of this license
must be submitted to ABC
no later than 30 days from
the publishing date of the
first of two required
newspaper legal notices.
Objections should be
registered at
www.abc.virginia.gov or
800-552-3200.

IN AS LITTL

e

SHOWER
$oU (844) 945-1631 1

[ncudes productand abor, b, shwer or walkinfub and wall suround.
BATH & This promofon camno be combine vith any ot ofr. Oter resicions may
apply Thisofe expires 12/31/23, Eah dealrstip i independently owned and
apratd. " Tird porty naning i vailbl for those cstomers who qualfy See

RADFORD Nevs Jouenal
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IN
THE
CLASSIFIEDS!
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your ad,
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The Bath or Shower You've Always Wanted

E AS A DAY

1000 OFF
AND

No Payments & No Interest
For 18 Months”

OFFER EXPIRES 12.31.2023
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PUBLIC HEARING

The City of Salem School
Board will hold a public
hearing for comment on
the Return to In-Person
Instruction & Continuity of
Services Plan on Tuesday,
January 9, 2024. The
hearing will begin at 7:00
PM at the School
Administrative

Office, 510 South College
Avenue, Salem. The
updated plan is currently
postedon the division
website for public review.
Any citizen of Salem who
wishes to address the
Board should contact
Susan E. Young, Clerk of
the Board, at 389-0130 by
Friday, January 5, in order
to be placed on the agenda.
Individuals who plan to
address the Board are
requested to bring copies of
their remarks for the record.
In accordance with Board
Policy KD, Public
Participation in Board
Meetings, individuals who
plan to address the Board
are requested to:

[0 provide their name and
address,

[ address their remarks to
the Board,

0 be brief and address all
stated concerns to the chair,
0 A time limit of three
minutes per speaker is
allotted,

0 Provide 8 copies of their
remarks for the record, and
0 be prepared to answer
questions from the Board,
0 In unusual cases or
cases of emergency, the
Board, by consensus, may
allow an individual or
organization to speak if not
on the agenda

ABC NOTICE

HANGING ROCK, LLC,
trading as HANGING ROCK
TAVERN,1790
THOMPSON MEMORIAL
DR, ROANOKE COUNTY,
Salem VA. 24153.

The above establishment is
applying to the VIRGINIA
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE

CONTROL (ABC)
AUTHORITY for retail
restaurant and brewery

restaurant Wine, Beer MB,
license to sell or
manufacture alcoholic
beverages.

JAMES HARDY, CEO

NOTE: Objections to the
issuance of this license
must be submitted to ABC
no later than 30 days from
the publishing date of the
first of two required
newspaper legal notices.
Objections should be
registered at
www.abc.virginia.gov or
800-552-3200.

Enti
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Metal Roofs
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Corolla’
Oceanfront fo Soundfront!
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Expires 12/31/2023
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s 4x4 to Hatteras Island!

All price ranges!

Limted Time, offer!
CAVE!
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0% or¥
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It’s not just a generator.
It’s a power move.

Receive a free 7-year warranty with qualifying
purchase* - valued at $735.

Call 844-947-147

9to

schedule your free quote!

*Terms and Conditions apply.

Leaf LFilter

PROTECTION

\ea«‘\‘e‘

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

15%

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE"

FOR
MATE

GENERAC
D —— |

°  CLOG-FREE GUTTERS

FOREVER

+10% + 0%

SENIORS &

APRFOR
MILITARY! 24 MONTHS**

Promo Code: 285

1-877-614-6667

A COMPANY OF

Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST é§ LEAFHOME
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BUSINESS SERVICES

RADIO
) it

7 Roanoke]
and 104.3 FM

CBS SPORTS
RADIO

Lisa Martin, REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains
Premier, REALTORS

(540) 597-0480

i
ROANOKE'’S #2 NEW Lisa@Lisa2buy.com « www.Lisa2buy.com
TALK AND SPORTS 1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
RADIO STATION Daleville, VA 24083

W

540 404-9598

(Nielsen Fall 2022 book)

www.foxradioroanoke.com
(540) 343-7109

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HomeServices
[@ @, A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

1002 APPERSON DR * SALEM, VIRGINIA 24153

105
@[
N REALTOR

CARPET
RE-STRETCHING!
STEVEN W. DURRANCE
FLOORS

Repairs ® New Sales ¢ Expert

YIMHC

Monroe Healch Cencer

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street - New Castle, VA
Phone: (540) 864-6390 Fax: (540) 864-6356

Sunflooring Inc.
STEVE SMITH

With over 40 years of experience

Specializing in Hardwood Floors,
Hardwood Refinishing, Laminate Flooring,

*Physical

Exams * X-ray Services

* Laboratory Services * Acute Care
*Mental Health Services * Well Baby Checks

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

540-776-9591
Cell: 540-353-7908

Licensed & Insured
carpetroanoke.com

Engineered Floors, Ceramic Tile,

Carpet and Luxury Vinyl Plank

540-556-3100

CENTURY 21 EADES & LOWER INSURANCE
F\ WE BUY 5007 Carriage Dr., Suite 100 =
. - Wampler Realty PO, Box 21483 E |
) “ \ 64 Wendover Road COIN Ronnone
3B : oanoke, VA 24018 NS
- Daleville, Va 24083 R
g f Cell: 540-312-7792 COLLECTIONS SHERRI STINNETTE HOLT
Office: 540-992-2500 ) INSURANCE AGENT
sfleshmansells@hotmail.com TOp money pald Cell (540)819-9179 « Office (540)981-1124 lP’ i)

— REALTOR®

' | l{ Each office is independently
owned and operated

Fax (540) 981-1266
sherri@eadesandlower.com
www.eadesandlower.com

SHERRYE

AUTO | HOME
BUSINESS | LIFE

FREE estimates
FLESHMAN B

S o8 . . . .
¥ ¥ _’¥¥ Residential .and Wlndy Rldge Tree
Commercial ) .
Construction & Mulching Service
540-966-0688 Contact us today for a free quote!
PO Box 630 540-473-5176
ok 3% B¢ Daleville, VA 24083 Contact us at fincastletreedr@gmail.com

540-988-2420

www.southerntracellc.com windyridgetreedr.com

SENIOR FOR
SENIORS

PAINTING &

Colonial Title

and Settlement
RESIDENTIAL
MAINTENANCE

Serving the Greater Botetourt & Roanoke Valley 540-293-4271

communities with all your real estate needs
for residential, commercial, construction with
MLA services, Assist with 1031 Real Estate
Exchanges, Purchases, Refinances and More!!!!

HARDWOOD
FLOORS i

Place your ad here,
call 276-340-2445

Call Loretta, Debbie or Kristi
for your next move!

» Cleaning
» Waxing
« Beautification

Want to keep up with local news, sports and events?

940-966-1260
1215 Roanoke Road, Daleville

540-776-9591
Cell: 540-353-7908

SUBSCRIBE TODAY e Call (540) 389-9355

AUCTIONS
ATTN. AUCTION-
EERS: Advertise

your upcoming auc-
tions statewide and
in other states. Af-
fordable Print and
Digital Solutions
reaching your tar-
get audiences. Call
this paper or Land-
on Clark at Virginia
Press Services 804-
521-7576, land-
onc@vpa.net

HOME
MENT

IMPROVE-

Now Offering Fi-
nancing! Ronnie
Jenkins Il Windows,
Siding, Roofing and
Gutters! FREE Es-

timates! Call 804-
739-8207 for More
Details!  American

Made Products!

Prepare for power
outages today with
a Generac Home
Standby Generator.
Act now to receive
a FREE 7-Year war-
ranty with qualify-
ing purchase. Call
1-844-947-1479 to-
day to schedule a
free quote. It's not
just a generator. It’s
a power move.

Replace your roof
with the best looking
and longest lasting
material steel from
Erie Metal Roofs!
Three styles and

multiple colors avail-
able. Guaranteed to
last a lifetime! Lim-
ited Time Offer up to
50% off installation
+ Additional 10% off
install (for military,
health workers & 1st
responders.)  Call
Erie Metal Roofs:
1-844-902-4611

Eliminate gutter
cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most
advanced  debris-
blocking gutter pro-
tection.  Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter
estimate today. 20%
off Entire Purchase.
Plus 10% Senior &
Military  Discounts.
Call 1-877-614-6667

The bathroom of
your dreams in as lit-
tle as 1 day. Limited
Time Offer - $1000
off or No Payments
and No Interest for
18 months for cus-
tomers who qualify.
BCI Bath & Shower.
Many options avail-
able. Quality mate-
rials & professional
installation. Senior
& Military Discounts
Available. Call To-

day! 1-844-945-
1631
Safe Step. North

America’s #1 Walk-
In Tub. Comprehen-
sive lifetime warran-
ty.  Top-of-the-line
installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring

our FREE shower
package and $1600
Off for a limited time!
Call today! Financ-
ing available. Call
Safe Step 1-877-
591-9950

SERVICES

DIVORCE-Uncon-
tested, $475+$86
court cost.
WILLS-$295.00. No
court appearance.
Estimated comple-
tion time twenty-one
days. Hilton Oliver,
Attorney (Face-
book). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Es-
panol. BBB Member.
https://hiltonoliverat-
torneyva.com.

Portable Oxygen
Concentrator May
Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim
independence and
mobility  with  the
compact design and
long-lasting battery
of Inogen One. Free
information kit! Call
888-608-4974

FREE high speed in-
ternet for those that
qualify. Government
program for recipi-
ents of select pro-
grams incl. Medic-
aid, SNAP, Housing
Assistance, WIC,
Veterans Pension,
Survivor  Benefits,
Lifeline, Tribal. 15
GB internet service.
Bonus offer: Android

STATEWIDE STATEWIDE STATEWIDE STATEWIDE STATEWIDE STATEWIDE STATEWIDE
ADS ADS ADS ADS ADS ADS ADS

tablet FREE with
one-time $20 co-
pay. Free shipping &
handling. Call Max-
sip Telecom today!
1-855-970-1995

DENTAL INSUR-
ANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insur-
ance Company.
Coverage for 350
plus procedures.
Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now!
Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit
with all the details!
1-888-550-3083
www.dental50plus.
com/virginia #6258
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Area’s racing son returns home, Hagan

|

Matt Hagan’s Camping World championship trophy was
on display Saturday during a year-end celebration at
the Motor Mile Toyota car dealership.

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Professional race car driver and area native Matt
Hagan says he can remember when he could not give
away his autograph. Now, it has all changed after he
won his fourth world championship this past National
Hod Rod Association (NHRA) season.

Saturday, he saw over 500 people line up and wait
hours in Christiansburg to gain a photo op or his
signature. The event was held at his father’s Motor Mile
Toyota car dealership.

“Those early years were tough,” Matt told reporters.

The year was 2010, and Hagan was still learning to
drive a race. “We had a lot of growing pains that put it
in perspective.”

But Hagan preserved and is the 2011, 2014, 2020
and 2023 NHRA Funny Car World Champion. He has
had a total of 49 Career Event titles, 87 Career Final
Rounds, and 21 Career No.1 qualifying positions.

In 2021, he was announced as the Funny Car driver
for Tony Stewart Racing.

This year, Hagan clinched a Fourth NHRA Funny
Car World Championship at the Camping World Series
finale in Pomona, CA on November 12. Hagan’s title
places him in an elite group of only four racers to have
won four funny car championships in the history of the

Hagan greeted fans Saturday in Christiansbhurg, signing
autographs and snapping selfies.

sport. Racing greats John Force (15 championships),
Don Prudhomme (4), and Kenny Bernstein (4) round
out the list.

Hagan’s fourth title is the first for the TSR Nitro
organization, owned by Indy/NASCAR champ Tony
Stewart, who made the move to NHRA team ownership
two seasons ago.

Stewart and his wife, NHRA dragster driver and
Hagan race mate, Leah Pruett, also made a stop in the
New River Valley for this special event. They also took
time to sign autographs and take photos with fans.

Stewart was enthused about Hagan’s success and
suggested the new race team has helped take some of
the stress off him.

“I think we have created a (good) culture and
atmosphere that he can enjoy and be successful,” the car
owner said.

“Yes, Tony takes a lot of the stress off,” Hagan said.
“We are now turning sponsors away. We have a great
chemistry as a team.”

This weekend, fans were given the opportunity to
meet Matt and see the Dodge Power Brokers Funny Car
Hagan piloted in the season finale in Pomona.

After last month’s clinching of the world title, Hagan
thanked his crew chiefs, staff and new car owner. “It was
great to get Tony Stewart his first championship in their
second year out here in the NHRA.” Many of those

celebrates world title in Christiansburg

Ly

Native son, Matt Hagan, was back in the area this past
weekend to celebrate his recent NHRA world title. He
made an appearance Saturday at the Motor Mile Toyota
dealership.

contributors were there this weekend, when he took a
moment to look back at the season.

“I couldn’t have done any of this without them,”
Hagan said.

“We worked very hard in the off season to make it
happen.”

The off season will start again in a month, and Hagan
is looking forward to going for a ring for the thumb, a
number five world championship. “I liked to get one for
all 10 fingers,” he joked with reporters.

On Saturday, Hagan spent over two hours signing
autographs and meeting appreciative fans. Many were
anxious to grab a snapshot with the driver, who was
sporting a new mustache.

“This is important for me. They (the fans) are just
unbelievable at the track or special events.”

Hagan stood, not sitting down or taking a break,
during the entire time, taking time to greet and smile
each of his fans.

“Its great to be here and celebrate with the local fans,”
he said. “I can’t thank them enough.”

His autograph is now in high demand, a big difference
than those early years when he was just getting his feet
wet in the world of racing. Those were times when
people and fellow racers, according to Hagan, were
scratching their heads wondering who he was. They
know who he is now.

Evans named to all-state team

s

PHOTO BY BRYANT ALTIZER

Radford football coach Michael Crist led his team to a state Class 2 championship
with a victory over Riverheads, and now he has heen honored as the top coach in

the state of Virginia.

Radford’s Clark, Davis top players in state

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Radford High School capped off an
undefeated football season with a state
Class 2 title, and now several Bobcats are
receiving well-earned individual accolades.

The Virginia High School League has
amnouncedg its All-State Class 2 team,
and Radford’s Landon Clark is the state’s
offensive player of the year, while linebacker
Charlie Davis is the state’s defensive player
of the year.

Head coach Michael Crist, who is 33-6
in his first three seasons at Radford, was
named the Class 2 coach of the year.

Clark was joined on the firseteam
offense by his battery-mate in center Nolan
Dalton and his favorite receiver in Max
Kanipe.

Clark will finish his Bobcat career with
3,363 yards passing in his senior year going
206 of 339 with 40

touchdowns. He will also finish this
season with 1,207 yards rushing to lead the
team on 134 carries with

26 touchdowns.

Kanipe will finish his season with
74 receptions for 1,598 yards with 17
touchdowns. Taylor added 51 for

804 yards. Davis has tallied 157 tackles
this season with 62 solos.

Davis was joined on the firstteam
defense by Clark who was named as a
defensive back. The Elon-commit Clark
was also named to the second team as a

unter. Davis was a second team offensive
ineman. Radford’s Ricky Bailey was
named second team defensive lineman.

Earlier Clark and Davis received the
regional honors for offensive and defensive
player of year respectively. Coach Crist was
also named the Region C coach of the year.

Clark was joined on the first team all-
region by center Nolan Dalton, offensive
lineman Charlie Davis and receiver Max
Kanipe.

Davis led the region at linebacker and
was joined by teammates, Ricky Bailey at
defensive lineman and Clark at punter and
defensive back.

Second team all-region honors were

iven to several Bobcats. On the offensive
side of the ball, runningback J.D. Grubb
was joined by receivers Luke Woodward
and Sincere Taylor along with tight end
Brandon Thompson.

Lineman Dawson  Martin  and
linebacker Brandon Thompson were
named second team for defense.

East Mont, Auburn players honored

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

The Pioneer District has announced
individual honors from this past years
football season. Eastern Montgomery’s Gage
Akers was named first team linebacker whﬁe
Xavier Brown was first team running back.

Akers led Eastern Montgomery with 79
total tackles, 67 solos, two forced fumbles
and three tackles for loss. Meanwhile Brown
had 736 yards rushing on 110 attempts with
nine touchdowns, playing in only seven
games.

Brown was also named the second team

in the linebacker position, along with punter
Cameron Gray. Akers, who rushed 123
times for 646 yards with eight touchdowns,
was named second team running back along
center Austin Tate.

Brown finished the season with 77 total
tackles, which included 63 solos and seven
tackles for loss.

The Mt. Empire District also released
in 2023 all-district football squad with
two players from Auburn being named to
the list. Running back Austin Stump was
named second team running back, while
teammate Matthew Wheeler was second
team linebacker and offensive line.

The Virginia High School League
has announced its 2023 Class 3 all-state
football team.

Christiansburg’s Tanner Evans was
named to the first team as both an
offensive and defensive specialist. His
teammate, Carter Stallard, was named
second team offensive lineman.

LCA junior running back Gideon
Davidson is the Class 3 Offensive
Player of the Year, and Lafayette senior
defensive end Peter Cook is the Class 3
Defensive Player of the Year. LCA head
coach Frank Rocco is the Class 3 Coach
of the Year.

The 6-0, 185-pound Davidson
rushed for 2,716 yards for a whopping
13-yard average per carry, with 46
total touchdowns for the Bulldogs this
season. Davidson is the 76th player
nationally and the No. 4 running back
in the country from the 2025 recruiting
class, according to 247Sports Composite
rankings, committed to Clemson in
June. In three seasons for the Bulldogs,
he has rushed for 5,343 yards and has
totaled 87 touchdowns. In the state
championship game against Lafayette,
Davidson rushed for 302 yards and
three touchdowns, including a 90-yard
run for a score in the 28-14 win.

The 507, 190-pound Cook led
a stingy Lafayette defense that only
allowed 119 points, including six
shutouts and allowing only one
touchdown in four other games. He

finished his senior year with 124 tackles,
25 tackles for loss, 22 sacks, three forced
fumbles, and recovered seven fumbles,
along with two touchdowns. In the state
title game, Cook recorded five tackles (3
solo/2 asst.). He remains uncommitted.

Head Coach Frank Rocco led LCA to
a 14-0 record and the school’s first-ever
VHSL state football championship with
a 28-14 win over Lafayette in the Class
3 finals played at Liberty University’s
Williams Stadium. Rocco has guided
the Bulldogs to a 175-32 record, taking
over the program in 2004, stepping
away for a few years, and returning in
2015. He has a career record 266-84-2,
including six state championships in the
Virginia Independent Schools Athletic
Association (VISSA).

The all-state football team consists of
32 players (Offense: one quarterback,
four linemen one center; three running
backs, three receivers; one tight end,
one kicker, one kick returner, one all-
purpose offensive player (Defense: four
defensive linemen, five linebackers;
four defensive backs; one punter; one
punt returner; one all-purpose defensive
player).

Only those players selected to the all-
region first-team are eligible for selection
to the all-state team. The all-state
selection committee comprises eight
coaches, with two from each region.

Staff report

RU’s Sohrabi named to
Top-20 coaches in D1

Radford women's soccer head
coach Ben Sohrabi collected yet
another recognition this week as he
was named one of the Top-20 Division
I Women's Soccer head coaches by
Chris Henderson's NCAA WoSo Coach
Rank.

Sohrabi moved up seven spots from
2022's coaches rankings and now sits
at 18th among all Division I women's
soccer coaches with a 54.00 ranking of
sustained success. The ranking list is a
three to five year average that measures
conference  performance, =~ NCAA
Tournament qualification and NCAA
Tournament performance for NCAA
women's soccer. Sohrabi is one of just
three other mid major programs to have
a coach ranked within the top-20 of 60
teams listed. Of those 60 teams, Sohrabi
is the only Big South coach ranked and

one of just four coaches in the state of
Virginia ranked.

Sohrabi  just wrapped up an
impressive 28th season at the helm of
Radford's women's soccer program that
culminated in the program's sixth Big
South regular season championship,
ninth Big  South tournament
championship and tenth NCAA
Tournament appearance. Sohrabi was
also named Big South Coach of the
Year at the conclusion of the 2023
regular season for the fifth time in his
career. His five coach of the year awards
are now two more than the next closest
coach in Big South history.

Radford University Athletics

See Sohrabi, page 8
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Sohrabi ...

PHOTO COUR'I:ESY OF RU ATHLETICS

Radford University women’s soccer coach Ben Sohrabi is not one of the best to lead
a team in the Big South, now he is heing recognized as one of the tops in the nation.

Next year’s football schedules unchanged

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

The 2023 high school football season
just ended, and next year’s opponents will
not really change for all our area schools.

Christiansburg will open at Floyd on
Aug. 30 and then host Abingdon. On
Sept. 13, the Blue Demons will begin
a two game road trip in Roanoke with
games against William Byrd and Cave
Spring.

Back-to-back home games will be
Sept. 27 against Pulaski and Oct. 4
against state semi-final Riverheads.

Christiansburg will then travel to
cross-county rival Blacksburg on Sept.
11. On Sept. 18, they will host Hidden
Valley before a road game at Patrick
Henry. The season will end on Nov. 1
when Christiansburg will host Salem.

Blacksburg will open with a benefit
game against Glenvar on Aug. 23 and
then host Giles in the regular season
opener on Aug. 30.

The Bruins will then take a trip to Lord
Botetourt to begin the September part of
their schedule before returning home on
Sept. 13 to host Floyd.

A wip to Rockbridge will follow
before Blacksburg hosts two straight
home games against Cave Spring and
Christiansburg,.

On Oct. 18, the team will travel
to Pulaski and the following week to
Hidden Valley. A home game on Nov. 3
will be against Patrick Henry before the
season finale at Salem.

Auburn will open the season with a

Fam i I ies from page 4

home benefit game against Holston on
Aug. 23 and then travel to Narrows to
start the season on Aug. 30.

Craig County will travel to Riner on
Sept. 6 before an open Friday night.
Eastern Montgomery will host Auburn
for the Golden Helmet Game on Sept.
20 with Auburn on the road for the next
two against Galax and Giles.

They will return home on Oct. 11 for
two straight against Bath County and
Ft. Chiswell. On Nov. 1, Auburn will
travel to Grayson County before ending
the season with two home games against
Eastside and George Wythe.

Radford will open the season at George
Wythe and Giles before playing Virginia
High at home on Sept. 8. Trips to Galax
and Alleghany will be sandwiched in the
regional championship rematch with
Glenvar in Bobcat Stadium.

Radford will then travel to James River
on Oct. 6 and play Patrick County at
home on Oct. 13. The next three include
a trip to Floyd, a home contest against
Carroll County and then a road trip to
James River.

Eastern Montgomery will open the
2024 season at home against Holston
before two straight road games at Rural
Retreat and Northwood. The team will
then host Auburn on Sept. 15 in a span
of three at home including Ft. Chiswell
and Craig County.

On Sept. 13, Eastern Montgomery
will travel to Bath before returning home
to face Narrows. The season will end with

two road games at Twin Valley and Parry
McCluer.

success of Virginia’s early

family ~ that  currently |
receives  public  support CANCTs:
will continue to have

access to early childhood
and afterschool programs.
BBVF will incorporate
new levels of funding, to
include $1 million toward
the administration of an
eatly learning and childcare
account housed on a digital
platform.  Every Virginia
family with children under
the age of five will have
access to this platform, and
it will continue to be funded
by employers, charities,
local governments, families,
and any other stakeholder
that wishes to support the
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Equally exciting is the
Governor’s proposal for a
$25 million fund for capital
investment in “childcare
deserts.” These are regions
where supply of childcare
is low, leading to ever
increasing demand and a
subsequent rise in price of
childcare services. Many of
Virginia’s two and four-year
colleges and  universities
are  located in  close
proximity to these childcare
deserts, which creates the
opportunity to transform
unused or underutilized
higher education spaces
into high-quality learning
centers. This funding
will also help launch new
or expand the capacity
of existing early learning
hubs, which will increase
access for families currently
without options.

As with many of the
Governor’s initiatives,
important reporting
metrics will be gathered to
ensure that early childhood

programs  are  meeting
parental demand. I would
encourage you to visit the
Governor’s website if you'd
like to learn more about
how Building Blocks for
Virginia Families could help
you.

It is my honor to
represent you in Richmond,
and I want you to be
fully informed what your
government is doing for you.
As the Delegate representing
the 12th District (soon to
be the 42nd District due to
redistricting), your concerns
are my greatest priority. If
ever I may be of assistance to
you and your family, please
do not hesitate to reach
out to me at DelJBallard@
HouseVirginia.Gov.  You
can also follow me on
Twitter  @JasonBallardVA
or like my Facebook page,
Jason Ballard for Delegate,
to keep up to date with what
I am doing in Richmond
and in our community on
your behalf.

Delegate Jason Ballard

Hearing Aid Sales & Service, Inc.

/Z

Marie Church, M.S.
Audiologist & Hearing Aid Specialist

Sherry Deeb, B.S. SLP/A
Hearing Aid Specialist

Complete Hearing Evaluation

Video Otoscopic Exam

Risk-Free Trial

We have Four Offices to serve you!

BLACKSBURG, VA - 3607 S. MAIN ST - (540) 381-6967

GALAX, VA
(276) 236-0778

WYTHEVILLE, VA
(276) 228-0866

DUBLIN, VA
(540) 674-4889

JIDEX

HIGH DEFINITION HEARING

Open Mon thru Fri, 8:30 am - 5:00 pm - anderson-audiology.com

www.ourvalley.org

Hokie wrestlers prove electric

It was a dominant showing Sunday
afternoon in Blacksburg for the No. 11
Virginia Tech wrestling team as they
defeated visiting No. 19 Stanford, 29-7
to close out the 2023 dual meet season
at home.

Redshirt sophomore Cooper Flynn
was pulled out of Olympic redshirt and
upset No. 4 Nico Provo to highlight
the Hokies' victory that saw seven other
Tech wrestlers pick up victories on the
afternoon.

Cooper Flynn was to take an Olympic
redshirt this season for the Hokies — that
all changed when he took on Stanford's
No. 4 Nico Provo on Sunday afternoon.
The Hokie redshirt sophomore put the
country on notice with a 5-2 decision
victory over the Cardinal who is just
two weeks removed from winning the
2023 Cliff Keen Las Vegas Invitational.
In a highly tactical chess match, Flynn
managed to lead early via a stall point
against Provo and wouldn't look back as
he pushed his lead in the second period
with lone takedown of the bout in the
second period. Flynn would manage an
escape in the third and show his stalwart
defense in the closing frame to upset the
No. 4 wrestler in the country and open
the dual with a win for the Hokies.

Another Hokie making his season
debut on Sunday afternoon was fan-
favorite, Cody Howard. Howard toed
the line at 184-pounds against highly-
touted recruit Jack Darrah in what
proved to be another trademark Junk
Yard Dog performance. The Hokie
redshirt senior showed Tech fans his
relentless motor to the tune of four
takedowns to secure the 13-3 major
decision win for the home team and
would effectively seal the dual.

Newly graduated Hokie, No. 26
Connor Brady, picked up an upset
victory over No. 16 Hunter Garvin
in a controlling bout at 165-pounds.
In a bounce back showing after a
disappointing Cliff Keen invitational,
Brady flashed promising offense in
each period - securing an early high
crotch takedown to open the bout and
would add two more takedowns plus an
escape to notch the 10-3 victory over the
higher-ranked Stanford Cardinal.

Securing another win over a ranked
opponent — his second over the same
foe — was freshman Sonny Sasso. Sasso
took on No. 14 at 197-pounds Nick
Stemmet in what was a rematch from
the consolation bout at Cliff Keen in
what was a very different bout compared
to their last meeting. In Las Vegas,
Sasso secured an early takedown and

four swipes en route to an eventual first
period fall. Sunday afternoon proved to
be a grittier performance for the Hokie
as he would battle to an 8-4 decision
that saw him secure the victory late in
the match. Sasso would secure the first
takedown of bout off a counter, Stemmet
would add two reversals to take the lead,
but it was the young Hokie who would
find an escape to take the lead and
secure a gritty takedown to ice the win
for his fifth-ranked win of the season.

At 133-pounds, No. 6 Sam Latona
returned to action after a sustained
injury at the NWCA All-Star Classic
with a dominant 12-3 major decision
against No. 16 Tyler Knox. Latona
kept momentum rolling with an early
takedown to lead the Cardinal in
the first period and would then add a
reversal plus another takedown in the
second period to push his lead. Latona
would then jump at the opportunity
to push for bonus points for the team
with another well-timed takedown and
secure the riding time point in the third
period to push the dual to a 7-0 lead.

It was a battle between familiar faces
to Bound Brook, New Jersey as No. 2
Mekhi Lewis returned to the mat since
the All-Star Classic to face No. 20
Lorenzo Norman at 174-pounds. After
a scoreless first period, it was Lewis
finding an escape and then finding
a takedown of his own via absurd
defense to close out the second period.
The Cardinal would elect to start the
final period in neutral which Lewis
capitalized on to pick up a takedown
and secure riding time advantage en
route to the 8-0 major decision, giving
the Hokies their third bonus point win
of the afternoon.

Moving up to No. 2 in the country
at 149-pounds after a strong Cliff Keen
showing, Caleb Henson continued his
strong sophomore season with a 20-5
pummeling over Stanford's Dawson
Sihavong. Henson started early with a
quick takedown but would give up a
reversal in the first chirty seconds of the
bout. From there it was all action for the
Hitman — racking up five takedowns and
a stall point to effectively end the bout
at 5:38 via technical fAt heavyweight it
was No. 20 Hunter Catka closing it out
for the Hokies with a controlling 8-4
decision over Peter Ming. Catka secured
two takedowns and over 2:30 of riding
time to handedly defeat the Stanford
Cardinal and give the Hokies the
exclamation point on the dual victory.

Virginia Tech Athletics

Average Virginia gas prices dip below $3 a gallon

Average gasoline prices in Virginia
have fallen 7.4 cents per gallon in the
last week, averaging $2.95/g today,
according to GasBuddy's survey of
4,081 stations in Virginia. Prices in
Virginia are 17.7 cents per gallon lower
than a month ago and stand 3.9 cents
per gallon lower than a year ago. The
national average price of diesel has
fallen 9.2 cents in the last week and
stands at $3.99 per gallon.

According  to  GasBuddy price
reports, the cheapest station in Virginia
was priced at $2.29/g yesterday while
the most expensive was $4.29/g, a
difference of gZ.OO/g. The lowest price
in the state yesterday was $2.29/g while
the highest was $4.29/g, a difference of
$2.00%g.

The national average price of gasoline
has fallen 8.6 cents per gallon in the
last week, averaging $3.03/g today. The
national average is down 26.9 cents per
gallon from a month ago and stands 6.8
centsg)er gallon lower than a year a%o,
according to GasBuddy data compiled
from more than 11 million weekly
price reports covering over 150,000 gas
stations across the country.

Historical gasoline prices in Virginia
and the national average going %)ack
ten years:

December 18, 2022: $2.99/g (U.S.
Average: $3.09/g)

December 18, 2021: $3.18/g (U.S.
Average: $3.31/g)

December 18, 2020: $2.09/g (U.S.
Average: $2.22/g)

December 18, 2019: $2.33/g (U.S.
Average: $2.56/g)

December 18, 2018: $2.21/g (U.S.
Average: $2.37/g)

December 18, 2017: $2.26/g (U.S.
Average: $2.41/g)

December 18, 2016: $2.12/g (U.S.
Average: $2.24/g)

December 18, 2015: $1.84/g (U.S.
Average: $2.00/g)

December 18, 2014: $2.36/g (U.S.
Average: $2.46/g)

December 18, 2013: $3.14/g (U.S.
Average: $3.20/g)

Neighboring areas and their current
gas prices:

Roanoke- $2.88/g, down 11.4 cents
per gallon from last week's $2.99/g.

Richmond- $2.90/g, down 8.5 cents
per gallon from last week's $2.99/g.

West Virginia- $2.99/g, down 11.7
cents per gallon from last week's
$3.10/g.

"As the nation's average price of
gasoline has fallen for the 13ch straight
week, we're on the cusp of potentially
seeing a $2.99 per gallon average for the
first time in years, most welcome just
in time for the Christmas holiday," said
Patrick De Haan, head of petroleum
analysis at GasBuddy. "While the
declines may soon come to an end as
the price o{ oil has rebounded from
recent lows, we could see a gentler 2024
at the pump for motorists. Gasoline
could see its average fall below $3
this week while the price of diesel has
just fallen below $4 for the first time
since July, also very welcome news for
the economy as nearly all goods are
impacted by the price of diesel. All in
all, the news continues to be good in
terms of fuel prices as we enter into
the closing innings of 2023. GasBuddy
will be releasing Full details on the year
ahead in the coming weeks, giving
motorists valuable insight on WEat to
expect in 2024."

Submirted by GasBuddy

We have your guest rooms for just $69.00/nt
plus tax from now until January 1st!
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