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Citizens speak in opposition to proposed multi-family
apartments behind Christiansburg Recreation Center

Lori Graham
Contributing writer

CHRISTIANSBURG  -Two  public  hearings
concerning requests for conditional use permits for the
purpose of constructing residential areas in locations
that are now zoned as B3 General Business occurred
during the Christiansburg Town Council meeting on
Feb. 13, 2024.

One of the two public hearings was conducted
to discuss a CUP for muld-family apartments in
Christiansburg.

“The applicant is seeking approval for a Conditional

Use Permit (CUP) to allow residential use, specifically
multi-family apartments, within the B-3 General
Business zoning,” the Council’s agenda stated. “The
proposed development will adhere to the R-3 Muldi-
Family Residential development standards and the B-3
residential density standards, with an assumed 96 units
at 20 units per acre. No plans have been submitted with
the application, and there is no additional information
regarding the designs of the proposed development. On
Jan. 16, 2024, the Planning Commission voted 4 to 0
to not recommend approval of the request.”

Rebecca Hubble of Forelmont Street was the first
of four citizens to address the Christiansburg Council

during the public hearing listed second on the agenda.
“My family is opposed to this; it would back up
to my property. A couple concerns that we have is of
course traffic at the light at the Rec Center. I go that
way every morning to go to work,” Hubble said. “Our
property value with apartments right behind us, privacy,
I'm sure they would go up, people would be looking
down in my yard, noise at night or anytime during the
day and also safety. My children do walk to high school

and back, just concern for their safety.”

See Opposition, page 2

Researchers to present Lafayette
Area Household Survey results

Event also offers music, free food, door prizes, and kids’ activities
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Community researchers and undergraduate VT
students plan the household survey. Pictured (left to
right) Crystal Mello, Ivy Young, Teresa Peters, Logan
Flanagan, Aran Garnett-Deakin, Seferina Olivo.

Lori Graham
Contributing writer

EASTERN MONTGOMERY —On Feb. 25, the results
of the Lafayette Area Household Survey will be presented to
community members at the Elliston Fire Station at 2 p.m.

The event also welcomes individuals and families to relax
and enjoy fellowship with old time music, free food, kids’
activities, and door prizes.

The survey focused on the monitoring of health
conditions and well-being in the community and was
motivated by the community members living in the eastern
Montgomery region.

“Our goal was to canvas every other house within one
mile of the Elliston/Lafayette border,” Virginia Tech
Professor and Director of Appalachian Studies Dr. Emily

GRAPHIC COURTESY OF EMILY SATTERWHITE
The Purple Air Map shows the locations of two air
monitors that have heen part of the study beginning in
2022 and is ongoing.

Satterwhite said.

Community researchers Crystal Mello, Christina Gray
and Teresa Peters canvassed with undergraduate students,
along with Irene Leech, Tina Badger and Amy Shea,
who helped design the survey, and graduate student Aran
Garnett-Deakin who worked diligently on the project as a
researcher.

Part of the motivation of the study was to anticipate
potential future developments that might have and continue
to contribute pollution to an already industrialized area. The
researcher say it is possible there is pollution from I-81, Route
460, and the railroad, truck traffic to the landfill, Mountain
Valley Pipeline, and the Gate station. A recent approval

See Lafayette, page 2

Sleep in Heavenly Peace works to make sure
(49 . ] »
no kids sleep on the floor in our town
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NO KID SLEEPS
ON THE FLOOR
IN OUR TOWN!

SLEEP IN HEAVENLY PEACE

New River Valley Chapter Sleep in Heavenly Peace is
one of approximately 350 chapters nationally.

Lori Graham
Contributing writer

The NRV Chapter of Sleep in Heavenly Peace works
with community members, groups, and organizations to
build beds for children in the region that are sleeping on
the floor without beds of their own.

Currently, there are around 350 chapters nationally,
with the majority within the United States. The New
River Valley Chapter, who serves Montgomery County,
Radford and Pulaski County was formed August of 2019
and is a 501C3, non-profit group. The team delivered their
first bed on Aug. 3, 2020, and have delivered 912 beds
overall to children between the ages of 3 and 17. Each
child receives a twin bed, all new bedding, new mattress,
and a pillow. The delivery and setup is also done by the
NRV chapter.

On bed-build days, the chapter members will set
everything up and provide training to the designated local
organizations or individual volunteers that are interested
in helping out. President of the New River Valley Chapter
Paul Mele brings in all the tools, equipment, and materials
and they set up an assembly line. Once all 40 beds are
completed and bedding has been selected for each
individual child per their age and preference of design, the
beds are loaded up and stored in three places throughout
the New River Valley area. One place that provides storage
for the organization is the Dublin United Methodist
Church.

Delivery volunteers coordinate the delivery and setup of
the beds per the availability of the recipients. This happens
on a weekly basis all year and has been so needed in the
community that the organization is always in need of
replenishments of materials and bedding,.

The Blacksburg Police Department is hoping to
participate in a bed-build in March. The cost of a bed is
$250, and the teams come together to build 40 beds at a
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PHOTOS CURTESY OF SLEEP IN HEAVENLY PEACE

A completed bed includes the built bedframe, hardware,
new mattress, bedding, and pillows.

time, typically on a Saturday. The total cost to build 40 beds
is $10,000 which covers all the wood, hardware, bedding,
and mattress. Community Outreach Coordinator and
Officer Anthony Jones is asking anyone in the community
who would like to give money in support of their cause
to contact him at 540-443-1439 or email him at ajones@
blacksburg.gov. Additional information can also be found
at the Blacksburg Police Department Facebook page.

How can you help?

Monetary donations are always needed, and individuals
can go directly to the NRV Chapter’s Facebook page where
there is a “donate here” button. Some organizations have
held bedding drives. The bedding in a bag has been found
to be the best choice for donations as it contains matching
sheets, pillowcases, and comforter, Mele said. If someone
has a large donation, Mele said to contact them, and they

See Sleep, page 2
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Dancers with Mark Morris Dance Group perform
"Look of Love."

Visionary
choreographer

Mark Morris

pays tribute to
Burt Bacharach
in ‘Look of Love’

The deep musicality of Mark Morris’ innovative
choreography finds its perfect partner in Burt
Bacharach’s timeless and sophisticated melodies. The
internationally celebrated Mark Morris Dance Group
makes its Southwest Virginia debut with “The Look
of Love,” an homage to the legendary late hitmaker
Bacharach, on Saturday, Feb. 24, at 7:30 p.m. at the
Moss Arts Center.

A towering figure of popular music, Bacharach is
known for soaring melodies influenced by jazz, rock,
and Brazilian music — his longtime lyricist Hal David
providing unsentimental, poignant lyrics. Favorites
such as “Walk on By’ propel Morris' deceptively
simple, yet glorious movement.

Co-commissioned by the Moss Arts Center, this
evening-length work features original choreography
by Morris and new musical arrangements by Ethan
Iverson, performed by an ensemble of piano, trumpet,
bass, and drums, with singer, actress, and Broadway
star Marcy Harriell on lead vocals. Famed American
fashion designer Isaac Mizrahi created the glowingly
hued costumes for the production.

“For many years, I've wanted to see my music
reimagined in some kind of theatrical production
— not just a jukebox musical formula of songs, but
an original work with its own story and appeal,”
Bacharach said. “T've found an ideal collaborator in
Mark Morris, whose brilliant choreography and deep
musicality give songs new meaning and dimension
through movement. Like a great melody, his dances
evoke an atmosphere and inspire feelings, and I think
that’s just what the world needs now. I'm excited to see
how Morris and his creative team bring my songs to
the stage in “The Look of Love.”

The production features many of Bacharach’s chart-
toppers, including “What the World Needs Now,”
“Don’t Make Me Over,” “Raindrops Keep Falling on
My Head,” “I Say a Little Prayer,” “Do You Know the
Way to San Jose,” and “Always Something There to
Remind Me.”

Morris formed the Mark Morris Dance Group in
1980 and has since created over 150 works for the
company. Much in demand as a ballet choreographer,
Morris has created 22 ballets since 1986, and his work
has been performed by companies worldwide. Noted
for his musicality, he began conducting performances
for the Mark Morris Dance Group in 2006 and has
since conducted at Tanglewood Music Center, Lincoln
Center, and BAM (Brooklyn Academy of Music). He
was named a fellow of the MacArthur Foundation in
1991 and has received 11 honorary doctorates to date.

This performance is supported in part by gifts from
Ms. Ann Goette and Joseph A. Hopkins and Linda
W. Hopkins.

Tickets for the performance are $25-$65 for general
audience and $10 for students and youth 18 and
under. Tickets can be purchased online; at the Moss
Arts Center's box office, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday
through Friday, and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday; or by
calling 540-231-5300 during box office hours.

Virginia Tech
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Thursday, Feb. 22:

Community Quilting Bee

At the Blacksburg Library; 10 a.m. — 1 p.m. Join us
for our weekly quilting and sewing group. Bring your
supplies and join us for conversation.

Friday, Feh. 23:

English for Life

At the Blacksburg Library; 10:30 a.m. — 12:30 p.m.
A leveled English class. Each class begins with a whole
group activity and then students break out into small
groups based on their level of English proficiency. In
partnership with Literacy Volunteers of the New River
Valley.

Paint & Pass

At the Christiansburg Library; 3- 4 p.m. Join us for
a not-so-ordinary afternoon of painting! Each person
will have a few minutes to paint on a canvas before
they pass their canvas to the next person. Everyone will
get to take a home a unique art piece. Registration is
required.

Saturday, Fehruary 24:

Grownup Board Game Club

At the Radford Public Library; 2 — 4:30 p.m. Bring a
friend, bring a game, or just bring yourself! Come play
board games with us at the library. You can pick a game
from our collection or bring something from home and
teach us how to play!

Living Legacy of the Blues

At the Blacksburg Library; 1 — 5 p.m. Join us for
an unforgettable experience! Dive into the heart of
blues music with a jam session featuring talents from
the New River Blues Society and Christiansburg
Institute. Receive a complimentary harmonica and
immerse yourself in the rich history of blues in rural
Appalachia. Our dynamic presentation explores the
origins and development of blues in the United States,
fostering a vibrant dialogue through interactive music
sessions. Get ready for a unique blend of education
and entertainment that encourages questions and
collaboration. Don't miss this chance to be a part of the
living legacy of blues!

Soul food tasting event

Celebrate Black History Month and take a step
back in time at the 7th annual Soul Food Sampling
at historic St. Luke and Odd Fellows Hall (SLOFH),
where generations met to enjoy delicious food, music,
and fellowship. In this spirit, you will receive generous
portions of traditional soul foods at dinner table
settings, learn about the history of soul food, and enjoy
discussions with former New Town residents. There are
three time slots for the event, each capped at 18 people:
12 —1:45 p.m., 2 — 3:45 p.m., and 4 — 5:45 p.m. Tickets

S I ee p from page 1

$37 per person and available at the SLOFH Soul Food
Sampling Page.

sunday, Feh 25:

2022 Lafayette Area Household Study

Remember when we knocked on your door with
a survey about health conditions and well-being in
the community? We're ready to share the results!
Community members and Virginia Tech researchers
will give a presentation and provide updates about
ongoing air pollution monitoring. Come hear about
the results at the Elliston Fire Station, 5001 Enterprise
Dr. Free food, kids activities, door prizes and old time
music by Tim Thornton. We hope you’ll join us!

Black History Month speakers

Asbury United Methodist Church, 500 Stuart St.,
Christiansburg, will observe Black History Month each
Sunday in February starting at 11 a.m. during church
services. The theme “Community - Bringing Hope to a
Weary World” will be shared by guest speakers: Feb. 18,
2024- Dr. Frederick Douglass Dixon; Feb. 25, 2024-
Ms. Demiah Smith. Asbury UMC regular services
are each Sunday at 11 a.m. Rev. Lance Presley, Pastor.
Please join us! For additional information, please call
540-382-0743.

NAACP meeting

Please join us for a regular scheduled meeting in
person at the Schaeffer Memorial Baptist Church next
to the Old Hill School Community Center, 570 Hill
Street, Christiansburg, at 3:30 p.m. Our Credo speaker
will be Dr. Ellington Graves, Virginia Tech Assistant
Provost for Diversity and Inclusion and Director
of Africana Studies Program in the Department of
Sociology. He will be speaking on "Diversity and Free
Speech Issues on College Campuses.” Please join us.
All are welcome! If you have not yet become a member
of our local NAACP branch, we welcome you and
invite you to seek membership. Dues are $30 a year.
Join us in the continuous work to fight discrimination
and provide equity for all!

Monday, Feh. 26:

Radford City Council meeting

The Radford City Council will hold its regularly
scheduled meeting at 7 p.m. in council chambers at
the Radford Municipal Building, 10 Robertson St.,
Radford. See the agenda at www.radfordva.gov.

Montgomery County Board of Supervisors
meeting

Public meetings are the second and fourth Monday
of each month at the Montgomery County Government
Center, 755 Roanoke St. in Christiansburg. Closed
sessions begin at 6 p.m. if needed. Open sessions begin
at 7:15 p.m. Citizens are invited to attend and allowed
to speak at each meeting. All regular meetings of the
Board of Supervisors are rebroadcast on Montgomery

Lafayette

County Comcast and Shentel Channels 190 daily.

Tuesday, Feh. 21

Blacksburg Town Council meeting

The council meets in regular session the second
and fourth Tuesdays of each month at 6:30 p.m. in
the Roger E. Hedgepeth Chambers of the Blacksburg
Municipal Building, 300 S. Main St. These meetings
are open to the public and televised live on WTOB
Channel 2.

Christiansburg Town Council meeting

Regular Town Council meetings are held on the
second and fourth Tuesday of each month beginning
at 7 p.m. in the Council Chambers of Town Hall (100
E. Main St.). The public is welcome and encouraged
to attend, with a citizen hearing time reserved at each
meeting for residents to bring any matter they desire
before the entire council.

Wednesday, Feh. 28:

Virtual Author Talk with Kim Scott

Hosted by the Radford Public Library; 2 -3 p.m.
Why is feedback so difficult, and how can we make
it easier? The idea is simple: You don't have to choose
between being a pushover and a jerk. Kim Scott, New
York Times bestselling author of Radical Candor: Be
a Kick-Ass Boss Without Losing Your Humanity, will
explain the Radical Candor feedback framework and
how you can practice it today. Register now to start
your practice! https:/libraryc.org/radfordlibrary.

Thursday, Feh. 29:

Free Health Screening with Carilion

At the Radford Public Library; 11 a.m. — 2 p.m.
February is American Heart Month! It's the perfect
time to get these FREE preventative health services:
Blood pressure check; Diabetes risk assessment; Stroke
risk assessment. No registration required! For more
information, contact Sarah Frazier, Community Health
Educator, at sefrazier@carilionclinic.org or (540) 633-
9361.

Call for Coaches: 2024 spring season

Blacksburg Parks and Recreation is seeking coaches
for the following sports during the 2024 spring season
(March — July): Boys Majors baseball, ages 11-12;
Boys Minors baseball, ages 9-10; Girls softball (No
majors), ages 9-12; Gitls coach pitch softball, ages 7-8;
Coach Pitch baseball, ages 7-8. If interested, please
contact Marty Gordon at 540-443-1105 or mgordon@
blacksburg.gov.

from page 1

offer free pick up or smaller donations
can be made at their Christiansburg
location. Mele can be contacted about
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already  disproportionally
community.

of a Love’s truck stop adds to a potendially

learn more about the area they are living in
while getting to know the people inhabiting
the region.

overexposed

donations or volunteering at paul.mele@
shpbeds.org

Another way to donate is via their
Amazon Wish List. A QR code is
provided along with this article for easy
access or on the Chapter’s Facebook page
as well.

Like the upcoming Blacksburg Police
Department, a group can sponsor a bed-
build by raising $10,000 or join with
other groups to raise money together.
Once enough money has been raised to
build 40 beds, organizations can work
with the chapter to pick a day to build.
As many as seven different sponsors have
joined together in the past to meet the
40-bed quota, Mele said.

The Sleep in Heavenly Peace NRV
Chapter has many pictures on their
Facebook page showing the completed
beds along with the joyful faces of the
children that have a bed to call their own.

A time-lapsed video of a recent four-
hour build-day sped up to just 34 seconds
shows the incredible work that individuals
can do when they come together. There
are 120 volunteers in the video.

Many other groups are planning their
build-days including Auburn Middle
and Christiansburg Middle Schools who
will be teaming up together on March
15, Church on Main on March 16, and
the Blacksburg Police Department on a

rters — Sheet Sets - Bed in a Bag - Pillows
ids, tract

WISHLIST  DROP OFF First Security Storage
dtous  5Midway Plaza Dr Christiansburg|
M-F, 9:00 to 5:30

contact us at
paul.mele@shpbeds.org

PHOTO COURTESY OF SLEEP IN HEAVENLY PEACE
Individuals wishing to make a
difference in a child’s life may donate
through the Chapter’s Amazon Wish
List using the QR code or purchase
bedding and drop it off at the storage
location.

date TBD in March. The Virginia Tech
Honor’s College has also scheduled a
build-day for April 6.

Unfortunately, the demand has
outweighed the ability of the chapter and
community to keep beds in stock, Mele
said. This past December hit the chapter
particularly hard with the new year
continuing to receive requests for beds.

“I need more churches, businesses,
community groups to get involved,”
Mele said. “I don’t want to keep running
out in December.”

Mele also said that volunteers with
trucks are always a big help. Most
importantly, do what you can in a small
or big way, anything helps to reach the
needs of the community’s children.

QppOSition from page 1

The study has two parts: the community
survey and the application and observation
of Purple air monitors. The survey was
conducted throughout 2022, and the team
is now able to present the analyzed results to
the community that was so instrumental in
its progress. The air monitoring is ongoing
with two purple monitors that have been
placed in the focus area of the study. The
weather station map, viewable at heeps:/
www.wunderground.com/wundermap,
is also helping to understand the direction
potential pollution could travel.

Initially there was one monitor, but a
second monitor was added and will soon
move to a new location, Satterwhite said.
The current location of the air monitors can
be viewed at www.purpleair.com.

“We will be trying to calibrate the two
monitors, now at North Fork Road and a
little bit north on 460,” Satterwhite said. “As
soon as I can get lasers replaced, I will move
the other one.”

There is a sense from residents in this part
of Montgomery County that their health
considerations are not always considered in
the placement of industrial businesses. The
survey aims to provide some support and
reassurance to citizens that their wellbeing
is a priority but more importantly to allow
members of the public to take a lead in the
process.

The community-driven project has given
a platform for Virginia Tech students to also

“We are very fortunate to have had Big
Spring Baptist Church and Reverend Ken
Gray help in connecting me to some of the
parishioners and in talking to neighbors,”
Satterwhite said.

Local people were instrumental in
developing the survey and knowing what
to ask of their friends and neighbors.
Community Researcher Crystal Mellow
had neighbors who are Spanish speaking
and wanted to make sure language barriers
were addressed in the survey. Other
questions that were important in the survey
considered community members’ medical
vulnerabilities that may be impacted by air
pollution, but also asked people to reflect on
what they love about living here and what
they would they like to see changed.

“The goal was not just to collect data but
listen to people; the good and the wishes [for
change],” Satterwhite said.

The event welcomes all community
members and is a family-friendly event with
free food, door prizes, music, and activities
for the kids. The event will be held this
Saturday, Feb. 25 at 2 p.m. at the Elliston
Fire Department, 5001 Enterprise Drive,
Elliston. A snow date has been set for March
3.

Additional questions about the Lafayette
Area Community Survey, IRB#22-052, or
the presentation event can be directed to Dr.
Emily Satterwhite (540) 553-5430, or email
at satterwhite@vt.edu.

Tonia Winn, of Forelmont Street in Christiansburg,
also spoke in opposition to the request.

“I'm concerned regarding the density; it’s 4.8 acres
of land and you can probably put around 96 units. I'm
concerned about the number of cars and the size of the
lot. ’'m concerned about aesthetically what that’s going
to look like butting up to our neighborhood where
its, which is a single family residential, how it will
obstruct our views, it will change the character of our
neighborhood. 'm concerned with the traffic, the trash,
the runoff, the safety concerns,” Winn said.

Winn also shared that the current vacant lot has had
issues in the past with a lack of maintenance such as
mowing and upkeep. According to Winn, when she had
previously called the property owner about concerns, he
responded with inappropriate language and hung up on
her.

The council was urged by Ryan Hubble to forego
waiting until the next Council meeting to decide on
the CUP and vote during the Feb. 13 meeting. Council
members rejected this request and will, therefore, vote
on the CUP in two weeks.

Another conditional use permit requested to allow
the construction of two single-family dwellings.

According to Christiansburg Town Council’s posted
agenda at www.christiansburg.org, “The applicant is

seeking approval for a Conditional Use Permit (CUP)
to allow residential use within the B-3 zoning district.
The proposed development includes the construction of
two single-family housing units, conforming to the R-3
Multdi-Family Residential development standards. On
January 16, 2024, the Planning Commission voted 4 to
0 recommending approval of the request.”

Kevin Connor of Shah Development, LLC, addressed
the Council and present audience concerning the CUP
request.

“Liberty Street is a residential street, just happens to
be zoned B3 so were here. Were going to build two
single family homes, two lots. One home will be a one-
bedroom, 800 square foot home and the second will
be a two-bedroom, 1000 square foot home,” Conner
said. “I think it will complement the neighborhood
and the rest of the development on Liberty Street and I
would request under, I think it’s Section 8, discussion by
Mayor and Council, if possible, I know it’s protocol that
you wait until the next meeting to make your vote, but I
would request if you could consider voting tonight. We
are ready to pull permits.”

The request to vote at the Feb. 13 meeting did not
receive a second motion and was denied by Council
members.

Citizens were invited to speak on this request, but

none came forward.

In other town council meeting business, New River
Valley Regional Commission Executive Director Kevin
Byrd provided an update on the collaborative New
River Valley pandemic response timeline, including the
Task Force After Action Report.

“Dr. Bissell and retired Police Chief Anthony
Wilson were co-leaders of this and that really helped a
tremendous amount in guiding the day-by-day, hour-
by-hour decisions,” Byrd said.

According to the report, the New River Valley Public
Health Task Force was the first to have drive through
testing, the first general Covid-19 Call Center, they had
the first Regional Vaccine Call Center, and the first to
move through vaccine groups.

Additionally, joint collaboration with local
universities, county groups, and town organizations
happened through active and consistent communication,
media release, equipment, de-escalation locations, and a
myriad of other pooled resources that made the New
River Valley’s response time to citizens’ needs premier in
the state of Virginia.

The full presentation of the New River Valley
Regional Commission’s pandemic response report can
be viewed as part of the Christiansburg Town Council’s
recorded meeting on You Tube.
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Burleson, Travis Marvin

Travis Marvin
Burleson, 54, departed
this life on Sunday, Feb.
18, 2024, at his home in
Christiansburg.  Travis
loved working with his
hands and making old
things new again. I-%e was
skilled at many tasks such
as  plumbing, roofing,
flooring ancgl concrete
work. He was also in his
element when fishing.

He was preceded in
death by his daughter,
Josie Burleson; and father,
Ronald Burleson.

Tuck, Jr.,

Nathaniel “Ray” Tuck,
Jr, 52, of Blacksburg,
assed away at Atrium

Health  Wake  Forest
Baptist ~ Hospital  in
Winston Salem, N.C.

Feb.11, 2024 after battlin:
cancer for two-and-a-half
years.

He was born in
Roanoke on April 30,
1971 to Nathaniel Ray
and Barbara Z. Tuck. He
is preceded in death by
his father Nathaniel R
Tuck and all four of his
randparents, Bill and
§4argaret Zint and Bill
and Dorothy Tuck.

Ray is survived by
his wife, Bonnie, of 29
years; his daughter Abi
Dolgos, husband Dakota
Dolgos and grandson
Gatlin Dolgos; and son,
Nathaniel R Tuck, IIT and
longtime girlfriend Abby E
Markham. Also surviving
is his mother Barbara Z.
Tuck, his sister Amelia
Martin  and  husband
Buddy Martin, and his
brother Ben M Tuck and
wife Priyam Chipper.

Raywasa 1994 graduate
of Radford University and
achieved his doctorate
of  Chiropractic  from
National ~ University ~of
Health Sciences in 1997.
Upon graduating from
chiropractic  school, he
began practicing at Tuck
Chiropractic Clinic
with his father, also a
chiropractor, in Southwest
Virginia seeing patients
primarily in %lacksburg
and Christiansburg.

Over the years Ee came
to have muldple clinics

behind
children,

leaves
beloved

Trevor Wayne Butleson,
Ronnie Tré Burleson, and

Travis

his

et

\\
i

throughout ~ Southwest
Virginia and was very
passionate  about  the
role of chiropractic as a
conservative option  for
care and its accessibility
in this region of Virginia.
Ray and his father have
provided chiropractic
services to  Southwest
Virginia communities for
a combined 45 years. Ray’s
son, Nathaniel R Tuck, III
is currently in chiropractic
school and together they
dreamed of continuing
that legacy for many years
to come.

Ray held countless
leadership roles in the
Chiropractic community
including past President of
the Virginia Chiropractic
Association, past
Chairman of the Board
and then later President of
the American Chiropractic
Association, and  was
appointed by the Governor
of Virginia to serve as
the lone Chiropractor
on the Virginia Board of
Medicine just to name a
few.

He was a “change
agent” who sought to use

his leadership skills for

Nathaniel

Ember Rain Burleson;
his parents, Dartlene and
Jesse Wilkerson; brothers,
Ronald Lee Burleson and
Dallas Jeffrey Burleson;
several aunts, uncles,
cousins and friends.

The family will receive
friends 4 until 6 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 23, 2024,
at the Mullins Funeral
Home in Radford.
Interment will be private.
The Burleson  family
is in the care of the
Mullins Funeral Home &
Crematory in Radford.

the advancement of the
chiropractic ~ profession
and people everywhere
desiring conservative care
options. As an extension to
his conservative healthcare
roots, Ray had an ardent
holistic ~ philosophy  of
wellness.  He  devoted
himself to incorporating
local ~ food  sourcing,
organic gardening, various
forms of exercise and
other wellness initiatives
into his own lifestyle and
took every opportunity to
educate others about the
same. He had big dreams
of creating a wellness farm
to support these efforts
and was an avid “foodie”
at heart.

By nature, Ray had a
gift of bringing people
together. Using this gift
he made considerable
impacts on his profession
and community, built a
vast network of friends

and sadly left behind a

beautiful  family  who
will  forever  treasure
the  memories  they

built together. A friend
describef him as “too big
for this world.”

The family will have a
private funeral service for
Ray to say goodbye and
lay his remains to rest.
A public Celebration of
Life service will be held
Saturday April 6 at 2 p.m.
at the Inn at Virginia
Tech in Blacksburg to
pay tribute to all that he
was. His family welcomes
anyone who wishes to
attend. In lieu of donations
or flowers, please hug those
you love.

Sherry Wyatt promoted to Assistant
Director and Museum Curator

I am pleased to announce that

effective  immediately,

Wyatt will assume the roles and
responsibilities as the Assistant
and Museum Curator
Montgomery Museum.
This promotion is in alignment of
our strategic goals as Sherry will
take on additional responsibilities

Director
at the

associated with

operations. She will continue to
oversee all museum art and history
exhibits. Sherry has over 14 years
of experience and institutional
knowledge as the museum curator
and I know she will thrive in her new
role. Please join me in celebrating
Sherry's promotion and please do
not hesitate to reach out to her at
collections@montgomerymuseum.

org

- Casey Jenkins; Executive Director

Sherry

museum

Wyatt

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE MONTGOMERY MUSEUM

Linkous, Shirley Ann

Shirley Ann Linkous,
82, died Saturday, Feb. 17,
2024, at home surrounded

by her family.

She was born in
Montgomery County
June 7, 1941, to the
late Carl Hawks and
Lena Hawks. She was

receded in death by
Eer late husband, Ross J.
Linkous, of 62 years, and
her late daughter, Vicky
Lynn Linkous. She is
survived by her children,
Ross Linkous Jr. and
wife Connie, Sue Eanes
and husband Richard,
Carl Linkous, Rodney
Linkous, and wife Deana;
14 grandchildren, 38
great-grandchildren,

eight great-great-
grandchildren, and
numerous nieces and

nel.)l_}lllews.
e true embodiment

of the Proverbs 31 woman.
The most kind and meek
soul, beautiful wife,
mother, grandmother,
aunt, and sister. She loved
with all her heart and gave
all. She loved cooking for

Durrill, Lorraine

Lorraine Constantine
Durrill, 76, of
Blacksburg, passed away
Feb. 17, 2024.

Lorraine was born

on May 26,1947 to

Silvio and Katherine
Constantine of
Scarsdale, New York.

She attended Radford
University where she
earned a  bachelor’s
and master’s degree in
education. Lorraine
spent 16 years as a
d%dicated math and
science teacher at
Radford  City  and
Montgomery  County
Public Schools. After
leaving the public school
system she became the
d%rector of the Teaching

Resource Center at
Radford University.
She worked tirelessf;

to create a place where
teachers could find
various resources they
needed to assist them in
the classroom.

She is preceded in

her family and spending
time with her loved ones
any chance she could. She
served the Lord faithfully
for 62 years. She was a
Sunday School teacher
for many years and gave
her grandchildren many
memories of what a godly
woman is to be. She was
trustworthy, industrious,
organized, and loving.
Yet amazingly she was
able to order the priorities
of her world. Her
husband totally trusted
her; her grown children
voluntarily praised her,
and her home was a model
of efficiency. She still
found time to reach out

ENe

death by her beloved
husband of 55 vyears,
Dr. Preston Durrill.
She is survived by three
children: Steven Durrill
(Gwen), Beth Graham
(Jim) and Linda Durrill;
and eight grandchildren:
Katie, Preston, Ben,
Mackenzie, Zoe, Ayla,
Leo, and Penelope.
Lorraine is also survived
by her sister, Gail
Foy, her brother, Gary
Constantine  (Cheryl),
and her sister-in-law, BJ
Durrill.

Lorraine had a
passion  for sewing,

to her community, to help
the poor, and increase her
family’s resources through
wise investments and
productive management
of all placed in her care.
She exemplifies the truch
spoken by Jesus Christ
“Seek ye Kingdom of God,
and his righteousness; and
all things shall be added
to you.”

A special  thank
you to Stacy D., her

randdaughter who gave

Fove and so much care,
and a special thank you
to Intrepid Hospice for
caring for her as she
fought a good battle to be
finally reunited to God,
our fYather, her one and
only loving husband, and
her daughter.

Funeral services were
conducted  Wednesday,
Feb. 21, 2024 in the
McCoy Funeral Home
Chapel, with the Pastor
Dennis Hutchison
officiating, Interment
followed in the Roselawn
Memorial Gardens
Cemetery.

Constantine

quilting, and knitting.
Her talents have blessed
her family with many
quilts, blankets, and
other  projects  that
will always serve as a
fond remembrance of
a loving mother and
grandmother. She loved
spending  time with
her husband, glass of
wine in hand, on the
atio overlooking their
Eeautiful yard full of
flowers and plants that
he nurtured.

Lorraine’s family
would like to express
their deep appreciation
to caregiver Mary Ruben
forthe%oveand evotion
she provided Lorraine
over the past couple of
years. In lieu of flowers,
the family requests that
any donations you wish
to make are made to the
Alzheimer’s Association
or the charity of your
choice. A private funeral
service will be held for
the immediate family.
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Time to Brag

Ahoutvn U RBusiness!

YOUR story - YOUR employees - YOUR message
in our Business Review Edition on February 28-29
Write your own story & advertisement with pictures
of your staff and/or business - Deadline February 21st

TO ADVERTISE,
Call Wendi Craig (276) 340-2445
advertise@mainstreetnewspapers.com
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FREE SHOWER
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1-877-591-9950

With ptjrchase of a new Safe Step Walk-InTub. Not applicable with any previous
purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present
offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

It’s not just a generator.
It’s a power move.

Receive a free 7-year warranty with qualifying
purchase* - valued at $735.

Call 844-947-1479 to

schedule your free quote!
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“Terms and Conditions apply.
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Over 500 Vacation Homes
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Family time is what it’s all about!
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A trip to Christiansburg is a trip down memory lane

Last summer [ was driving to the beach for vacation
and decided to detour through Christiansburg. My
companion had not seen the place I was raised and
I decided this was a good chance to “show off” my
hometown to her.

I did the obligatory tour of the street off West
Main where I lived the first 18 years of my life, and
then went through downtown, pointing out where
the main merchants of my era had their stores and
shops, mainly gone now, replaced by government
buildings in large part. I showed her where I had
gone to church and to the doctor and where my
mom had bought my clothes and our groceries, and
where my dad’s office had been in the old courthouse
on the square.

I made it then to the “Park”, taking the fork to

Evans “Buddy” King

Columnist

the right, where East Main and Park Street connect.
The drive through that part of town always takes
me back in time. Within about a one mile radius
is the house (still standing) where my dad and his
seven siblings were raised, the house where my aunt

and my grandmother lived for many years, the tiny
apartment where my mom and dad lived after he
returned from World War II, the school buildings
(also still standing, barely)where I went to grades
one through four, the duplex where my cousins Joe
and Bobby lived with their mother when I was very
young. Lots of family history in a very small space.

I had to conclude my tour by taking my friend
Jo by the old high school, abandoned by CHS in
1974 1 think, the school I had graduated from and
where my dad had taught and been principal, the
school where pretty much everyone I knew until 1
went away to college had attended.

See Christiansburg, page 8

Proposed bill downgrading drug charges will be bad for Virginia

Last week was Crossover, the deadline at which
House bills needed to successfully “cross over” to the
Senate to receive further consideration in the 2024
legislative session (and vice versa). This means that
the typical daily hustle and bustle of committee
meetings was temporarily paused while we spent long
hours on the House floor, considering and debating
the hundreds of bills that reported from their
committees of origin in time to meet this deadline.
As the minority party, Republicans needed to gain
bipartisan support in order to have any chance at
our legislation passing. Six of my bills passed from
the House out of the 20 bills I submitted — a success
rate that I'm proud of in this politically polarized
legislature. I encourage you to visit lis.virginia.gov to
view all the legislation I filed this session.

As the saying goes, elections have consequences,
and some legislation passed by the Democratic
majority will have lasting consequences should
they become law. This includes HB 455, which
would downgrade from a class five felony to a class
one misdemeanor for possession of one gram of a
controlled substance. This means that an individual
can be apprehended with enough fentanyl to kill 500
people, and they would be charged under the same

penalty structure as someone who is caught driving
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Jason Ballard

Virginia General Assembly

with a suspended license. This is an ill-advised
attempt by the Democrats at criminal justice reform
to say the least, and it will do absolutely nothing to
aid our ongoing battle against opiates in Virginia.
Perhaps less dramatic — albeit still a bad idea — is HB
617, which would allow high school students to cash
in on “Name, Image, and Likeness” (NIL) contracts
that are currently limited to college students. I'm all
for students being able to make money, but extending
the NIL scheme to high schoolers under the age of 18
could erode the educational experience for hundreds
(if not more) students. School — especially in K-12 —
should be about education first and foremost. If our
students lose focus on that, learning will suffer, and
educational outcomes will deteriorate.

Perhaps most troubling of all was House Democrats’

refusal to provide a hearing for critical legislation
dealing with the fentanyl crisis and child safety. HB
450, patroned by my colleague in the district next
door, Delegate Chris Obenshain, would have raised
the penalties for those who attempt to distribute
fentanyl in our communities to anywhere between
five to 40 years in prison. This bill never received
a hearing in the Democratic-led House. Equally
troubling, HB 1026, patroned by Delegate Tony Wilt,
would have banned anyone convicted of offenses
involving children, including kidnapping, trafficking,
sex crimes, and commercial sex crimes from working
or volunteering at schools. Inexplicably, this bill also
failed to receive a hearing from the Democrats. It
makes you wonder, why are House Democrats afraid
to give these bills the hearings they deserve?

As the Delegate representing the 42nd House
District in the Virginia General Assembly, your
concerns are my greatest priority. If ever I may be
of assistance to you and your family, please do not
hesitate to reach out to me at DelJBallard@House.
Virginia.Gov. You can also follow me on Twitter @
JasonBallardVA or like my Facebook page, Jason
Ballard for Delegate, to keep up to date with what
I am doing in Richmond and in our community on
your behalf.

Financial checklist for the New Year

The changing calendar presents an
opportunity to reflect, adjust and begin
again in the direction of your goals.
Consider completing this checklist to
ensure your financial outlook is as bright
as it can be in the New Year.

Josh Smith,
CRPC

Ameriprise Financial
Services, LLC

your taxes. Account for all earnings,
including realized capital gains. Itemize
deductions, if applicable. If you expect
a tax refund, the sooner you file, the
better, as it allows you to invest your
return if you wish. If you anticipate a tax

Review income and expenses. Has
your income changed over the past year?

bill, plan now for the disbursement.
Evaluate shortterm and long-term

Did you experience any unexpected
expenses? Inflation has made an impact
on most households; look back to
identify where your bank balance was
most affected. If your spending has
strayed from past financial goals, the
New Year is a good time to reset and
start fresh. Tally subscriptions and end
non-essential or low priority services.
Isolate problem areas and set realistic
targets going forward.

Review your investments. Market
conditions from the past year may have
affected your investment portfolio.
Are you still satisfied with the amount
and diversity of your holdings?
Schedule an annual review with your
financial advisor to gain personalized
recommendations on your investment
strategy. This meeting is also an
appropriate time to discuss other areas of
your financial life and determine if your
risk tolerance, time horizon or goals have
changed.

Confirm beneficiary designations. It

isimportant to ensureall your beneficiary
designations are correct. When you die,
assets without designations are placed
into probate, which means the court
determines the recipient according to
inheritance laws. The process can be slow
and costly. A life event such as marriage,
divorce, adoption, or birth of a child can
affect your beneficiary designations. If
any notable events happened in the last
yeat, now can be a great time to confirm
your beneficiaries are still accurate.

Evaluate  insurance  coverage.
Insurance can help protect the financial
security of your family when things
don’tgo as planned. Home, life, medical,
auto, disability—all of these coverages
can help restore the financial impact of
an unexpected event. Conversely, the
lack of these coverages can leave you
financially vulnerable. Talk to your
financial advisor about insurance plans
that allow you to build resources for the
future.

Prepare for tax time. Gather
documents you'll need to complete

financial goals. Vacations, weddings,
welcoming a child, home improvements,
a new car, retirement—many of the
things that enrich our lives also come
with a price tag. Be sure youre on
track with plans that require financial
commitment.

This checklist is a great place to start
to ensure your financial priorities are set
for the upcoming year. Working with a
seasoned financial advisor can help you
determine if your financial goals have
changed over the last year and develop a
plan to ensure you feel confident for the
new year to come.

Josh Smith, CRPC® is a Financial
Advisor  with  Ameriprise  Financial
Services, LLC. in Radford, VA. To contact
him, visit https:/fwww.ameripriseadvisors.
comfjoshua.l.smithl, call 540-639-5153
or visit 202 Third Ave., Radford. He
specializes in fee-based financial planning
and asset management strategies and has
been in practice for three years.
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Circle

Knulex
Ction
Troutville Estate
Liquidation
Online Only
Auction

Bid on Over 400 Lots of
Woodworking
Equipment, Tools, Model
Railroad, Furniture,

Collectibles and MUCH
MORE!

Visit
wwwCircleCAuction.com
to register and bid!

Auction Location:
163 Dale Road,
Troutville, Va 24175

Bidding Begins to Close
Wednesday,
February 21 st @ 7:30pm

Preview will be Tuesday,
February 20 th from 4-6pm

Pick-up will be Thursday,
February 22 nd from 3-6 pm

Contact
Cody Manspile, Auctioner
@ (540) 784-9254
with any questions!
VA AF#2908001046

PUBLIC NOTICE
The contents of the
listed unit will be
sold
at Public Auction

February 23, 2024
at 11am at

1st Security
Self Storage 5
Midway Plaza Dr.
Christiansburg, VA.
D020 D025
1st Security reserves
the right to refuse
any bid. Terms:
CASH OR CREDIT
CARD AT SALE.

Help Wanted -
General

Vice President for
Planning &
Resource
Development

Nonprofit seeks an
individual with experience in
directing the activities of a
planning department. Must
have a minimum of seven
years successful grant
writing and supervisory
experience. Thorough
knowledge of state and
federal anti-poverty
programs; ability to
understand and interpret
RFPs, regulations and
guidelines. Preferred
knowledge of Human
Service, Economic
Development, Community
Development programs at
the local, Commonwealth,
and federal levels.
Performs complex
professional and
administrative work in
directing the activities of the
planning department,
providing strategic planning,
resource development and
program development for
the antipoverty programs,
economic development,
community development
and partnership activities of
the agency. Assists in
gathering and collating
pertinent data and program
outcomes; identifies and
qualifies resources; writes
clear and compelling
narratives, effective and
accurate budgets; and
prepares grant applications
in response to request for
proposals. Leads and trains
a team of planners who
support the agency’s
programs. Directs the
communications and
marketing efforts of the
agency.

Disseminates information to
program components,CEO,
Board of Directors, and
other management
staff on issues affecting the
work of agency.

Recruits, trains, supervises,
and evaluates planning
staff, marketing &
communications staff, and
Whole Family Intake staff;
organizes department
responsibilities and
workflow.

Coordinates the preparation
of grant applications and
proposal writing for all new
and renewing agency

Help Wanted -
General
program initiatives.
Responsible for quality and

effectiveness of all
proposals.

Writes proposals for funding
of specific projects as
assigned.

Training, education and
experience: Any
combination of education
and experience equivalent
to graduation from an
accredited college or
university with major work in
planning, public
administration, journalism or
a related field and extensive
experience in community,
economic development
planning.

For a full job description
please visit Indeed.com or
at our website

www.tapintohope.org

Salary: $60,000-$75,000/yr.
Submit cover letter and
resume to: TAP, Human

Resources, Job Code
VPPRD-PL, PO Box 2868,
302 2nd St SW Roanoke
VA 24011
or fax to 540-345-1944TTY:
540-345-4096
AA/EOE/Drug Free
Workplace
Bilingual ability is a plus

For Sale - Firewood

FIREWOOD
Mixed Hardwood.
Call 540-784-3436 or 540-
581-4183. Delivery in
Botetourt only.

For Sale - Antiques

CORNERSTONE
ANTIQUES

Going out
of Business
SALE

Everything on Sale!
Open Tues-Sat
11am-3pm

123 W. Lee Street
Vinton VA
Across from the Farmer’s
Market downtown

Legals - Botetourt

County

BWW# VA-208643-6
TRUSTEE’S SALE
OF 17
KNOLLWOOD
DRIVE,
TROUTVILLE, VA
24175.

In execution of a certain
Deed of Trust dated August
1, 2003, in the original
principal amount of
$111,000.00 recorded in the
Clerk’s Office, Circuit Court
for Botetourt County,
Virginia, in Book 0000 at
Page 0167 as
Instrument No. 0307051 .
The undersigned Substitute
Trustee will offer for sale at
public auction in the front of
the Circuit Court building for
Botetourt County, Main
Street, Fincastle, VA 24090,
or any such temporary
alternative Circuit Court
location designated by the
Judges of the Circuit Court,
on March 29, 2024, at 2:15
PM, the property described
in said Deed of Trust,
located at the above
address, and more
particularly described as
follows: ALL THAT
CERTAIN TRACT OR
PARCEL OF LAND
SITUATE, LYING AND
BEING IN THE COUNTY
OF BOTETOURT, STATE
OF VIRGINIA, AND
MORE PARTICULARLY
DESCRIBED AS
FOLLOWS, TO-WIT: LOT
1, BLOCK 1, ACCORDING
TO THE MAP OF SECTION
1, KNOLLWOOD, MADE
BY T.P. PARKER AND
SON, ENGINEERS
AND SURVEYORS,
DATED FEBRUARY 2,
1973, OF RECORD IN THE
CLERK'S OFFICE OF
THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
BOTETOURT COUNTY,
VIRGINIA, IN PLAT BOOK
7, PAGE 76.

TERMS OF SALE: ALL
CASH. A bidder’s deposit of
ten percent (10%) of the
sale price or ten percent
(10%) of the original
principal balance of the
subject Deed of Trust,
whichever is lower, in the
form of cash or certified
funds payable to the
Substitute Trustee must be
present at the time of the
sale.

The balance of the
purchase price will be due
within fifteen (15) days of
sale, otherwise Purchaser’s
deposit may be forfeited to
Trustee. Time is of the
essence. If the sale is set
aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall
be entitled to a return of the
deposit paid. The Purchaser

nger

Legals - Botetourt

County

may, if provided by
the terms of the Trustee’s
Memorandum of
Foreclosure Sale, be
entitled to a $50
cancellation fee from
the Substitute Trustee, but
shall have no further
recourse against the
Mortgagor, the Mortgagee
or the Mortgagee’s attorney.
A form copy of the Trustee’s
memorandum of foreclosure
sale and contract to
purchase real property is
available for viewing at
www.bwwsales.com.
Additional terms, if any, to
be announced at the sale
and the Purchaser may be
given the option to execute
the contract of sale
electronically. This is a
communication from a debt
collector and any
information obtained will be
used for that purpose. The
sale is subject to seller
confirmation.

Substitute Trustee: Equity
Trustees,

LLC, 8100 Three Chopt
Road, Suite 240, Richmond,
VA 23229. For more
information contact:
BWWLaw Group, LLC,
attorneys for Equity
Trustees, LLC, 6003
Executive Blvd, Suite 101,
Rockville, MD
20852, 301-961-6555,
website:
www.bwwsales.com. VA-
208643-6.

Legals - City of

Radford

Trustee's Sale

133 Monroe Street,
Radford, Virginia
24141

(Parcel ID: 6-(9)-50)

Default having been made
in the terms of a certain
Deed of Trust dated April
13, 2016, in the original
principal amount of
$126,678.00 and recorded
in the Clerk's Office of the
Circuit Court of the City of
Radford, Virginia in
Instrument No. 201600345,
the undersigned Substitute
Trustees will sell at public
auction on March 11, 2024
at 1:45pm in front of the
building housing the City of
Radford Circuit Court, 619
Second Street, Radford, VA
24141, the property
designated as Lot 50 in
Monroe Terrace
Subdivision, as shown on a
plat of Monroe Terrace
Subdivision, which plat is of
record in the aforesaid
Clerk’s Office in Deed Book
40, Page 1. Sale is subject
to all prior liens, easements,
restrictions, covenants, and
conditions, if any, of record,
or other matters which
would be disclosed by an
accurate survey or
inspection of the premises.
TERMS: CASH. A deposit
of $13,000.00 or 10% of the
sale price, whichever is
lower, will be required of the
successful bidder at time of
sale. Prior to the sale,
interested bidders will be
required to register with and
must present a bid deposit
which may be held during
the sale by the trustee. The
bid deposit must be certified
funds and/or cash, but no
more than $9,900.00 of
cash will be accepted. The
successful bidder’s deposit
will be retained at the sale
and applied to the sale
price. If held by the trustee,
all other bid deposits will be
returned to the unsuccessful
bidders. Settlement is to be
made within 15 calendar
days. The successful bidder
will be responsible for
obtaining possession of the
property, and for all costs
and fees related to
recording the Trustee’s
Deed, including the grantors
tax. The successful bidder
will be required to execute a
Memorandum of Trustee's
Sale, available for review on
the Foreclosure Sales page
of www.glasserlaw.com,
outlining additional terms of
sale and settlement. A
Trustee’s Deed will be
prepared by Trustee’s
attorney at high bidder’s
expense. This is a
communication from a debt
collector, Glasser and
Glasser, P.L.C. on behalf of
Atlantic Trustee Services,
L.L.C., and/or M. Brennan
Hutt d/b/a H&H Abstracting,
and/or NFPDS-VA LLC,
Substitute Trustees, Crown
Center Building, Suite 600,
580 East Main Street,
Norfolk, VA 23510, File No.
233421-01, Tel: (757) 321-
6465, between 10:00 a.m. &
12:00 noon only.

Tie NEw CASTLERRECORD

Public Notice is
hereby given that
pursuant to VA
State
Code 15.2-1719
Radford City Police

Legals - City of
Radford

Department
is advertising a
list of found and unclaimed
property which is currently
being stored in our evidence
room. If you have lost
property and it matches the
descriptions below, please
call (540)731-3624 to
identify and claim your
property.
Bicycles, Wallets,
Backpacks, U.S. Currency,
Cell Phones, Computers,
Firearms, Flashlights,
Chainsaws, Medical
Equipment, Baby Strollers
and Carriers, Tobacco
Products, Hygienic
products, Documents and
Paperwork, Machetes,
Knives, Personal Defense
Devices, Keys, Purses,
Jewelry, Coins, Cameras,
Clothes, Radios,
Electronics, Fishing
Equipment, Construction
Materials/ Equipment. You
must show proof of
ownership or provide a
detailed description of your
property. All unclaimed
property will be disposed of
after March 16th, 2024.

Legals - Craig

County

Trustee's Sale

530 Ellett Road,
Christiansburg,
Virginia 24073

(Parcel ID: 005695;
Tax Map No.: 467-
A 42)

Default having been made
in the terms of a certain
Deed of Trust dated
December 4, 2008, in the
original principal amount of
$135,327.00 and recorded
in the Clerk's Office of the
Circuit Court of the County
of Montgomery, Virginia in
Instrument No.2008012070,
the undersigned Substitute
Trustees will sell at public
auction on March 29, 2024,
at 01:00 PM in front of the
building housing the
Montgomery County Circuit
Court, 55 E. Main Street,
Christiansburg, VA 24073,
the property designated as
Lot 4 of the Brown Ridinger
& Gilliam Subdivision, more
particularly described as
follows:BEGINNING at the
southeast corner at a stake
in line with Forest Avenue
and running with said
Avenue, S. 83 deg. W 90
feet to the corner of now or
formerly S.E. Basham’s lot;
thence N. 8 deg. W 160 feet
with the Basham line to the
line of now or formerly
Frank Ridinger, thence with
Ridinger line N. 83 deg. E.
90 feet to a stake; thence a
new line running with the
land of now or formerly
Maud D. Ridinger, S. 8 deg.
E 160 feet to the point of
beginning. Sale is subject to
all prior liens, easements,
restrictions, covenants, and
conditions, if any, of record,
or other matters which
would be disclosed by an
accurate survey or
inspection of the premises.
TERMS: CASH. A deposit
of $13,500.00 or 10% of the
sale price, whichever is
lower, will be required of the
successful bidder at time of
sale. Prior to the sale,
interested bidders will be
required to register with and
must present a bid deposit
which may be held during
the sale by the trustee. The
bid deposit must be certified
funds and/or cash, but no
more than $9,900.00 of
cash will be accepted. The
successful bidder’s deposit
will be retained at the sale
and applied to the sale
price. If held by the trustee,
all other bid deposits will be
returned to the unsuccessful
bidders. Settlement is to be
made within 15 calendar
days. The successful bidder
will be responsible for
obtaining possession of the
property, and for all costs
and fees related to
recording the Trustee’s
Deed, including the grantors
tax. The successful bidder
will be required to execute a
Memorandum of Trustee's
Sale, available for review on
the Foreclosure Sales page
of www.glasserlaw.com,
outlining additional terms of
sale and settlement. A
Trustee’s Deed will be
prepared by Trustee’s
attorney at high bidder’s
expense. This is a
communication from a debt
collector, Glasser and
Glasser, P.L.C. on behalf of
Atlantic Trustee Services,
L.L.C., Auction.com-VA,
LLC, Substitute Trustees,
Crown Center Building,
Suite 600, 580 East Main
Street, Norfolk, VA 23510,
File No. 233142-02, Tel:
(757) 321-6465, between
10:00 a.m. & 12:00 noon
only.

Satem TiIMESweREGISTER

Legals - Craig

County

Order of

Publication
Commonwealth of Virginia
VA Code§§ 1-211.1; 8.01-

316,20-104
Case No.JJ002260-06-00
CRAIG COMBINED
COURT-JUVENILE
Juvenile and Domestic
Relations Court District
Court

Commonwealth of Virginia,
in re MANNING, EMILEE
ROSE
The object of this suit is to:
terminate the residual
parental rights of the
parents, including the right
of visitation, right to consent
to adoption, the
responsibility of support and
all other rights and
responsibilities remaining
with the natural parents of
the aforesaid child and to
obtain the right to place said
child for adoption.
And, based on an affidavit
filed herein, the court finds
that there exists sufficient
grounds for causing service
of process by publication.

It is ORDERED that the
unknown father and any or
all others who may be
related to Emily Rose
Manning, whose actual
whereabouts are unknown,
appear at the above-named
Court on or before the 5"
day of April, 2024, at 9:30
a.m. to do whatever is
necessary to protect their
interests.

We ask for this
CRAIG COUNTY
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL
SERVICES
177 Court Street,

New Castle, Virginia 24127

February 8, 2024,
Patty Taylor, CLERK

Legals -

Montgomery County

Order of
Publication

Commonwealth of Virginia
VA Code§§ 1-211.1; 8.01-
316,20-104

Case No.CL23002018-00
MONTGOMERY COUNTY
Circuit Court, 55 EAST
MAIN STREET, SUITE 1,
CHRISTIANSBURG, VA
24073 Commonwealth of
Virginia, in re MELISSA
JANE MCPHERSON v.
JACOB ANDRE
MCPHERSON

A/K/A KOBI MAZUR

The object of this suit is to:
DIVORCE. It is ORDERED
that JACOB ANDRE
MCPHERSON

A/K/A KOBI MAZUR
appear at the above-
namedcourt and protect
his/her

interests on or before
MARCH 8, 2024.
JANUARY 5, 2024

K. MIKE FLEENOR, JR.
JUDGE

TIFFANY M. COUCH,
CLERK

TRUSTEES SALE

PARCEL OF LAND
LOCATED IN:

The Riner Magisterial
District of Montgomery
County, Virginia
Containing 1.586 acres,
more or less

Commonly Known as: 3395
Radford Road,
Christiansburg, Virginia

IN EXECUTION OF A
CERTAIN DEED OF
TRUST OF RECORD IN
THE CLERKS

OFFICE OF THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF
MONTGOMERY COUNTY,
VIRGINIA, AS
INSTRUMENT NO.
2008000295, DATED
FEBRUARY 1, 2008, SAID
DEED OF TRUST

WAS MODIFIED BY
MODIFICATION OF DEED
OF TRUST DATED
FEBRUARY 6,

2020, RECORDED IN THE
AFORESAID CLERK’S
OFFICE AS INSTRUMENT
NO: 2020002980, AND BY
SUBSTITUTION OF
COLLATERAL AND
RELEASE DATED
MARCH 10, 2020,
RECORDED IN THE
AFORESAID CLERK’S
OFFICE AS
INSTRUMENT NO:
2020002979. DEFAULT
HAVING BEEN MADE IN
THE PAYMENT OF THE
DEBT THEREIN SECURED
AND BEING REQUIRED
TO DO SO BY THE
NOTEHOLDER, THE
UNDERSIGNED
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE,
AFTER GIVING
FOURTEEN (14) DAYS
DUE NOTICE TO THE
OWNERS OF THE REAL
ESTATE OF THE DATE,
TIME, PLACE AND TERMS
OF SALE, WILL OFFER
FOR SALE AT PUBLIC
AUCTION, IN FRONT OF
THE MONTGOMERY
COUNTY COURTHOUSE
LOCATED AT 55 EAST

News Messenger, RADFORD Yol

Legals -

Montgomery County

MAIN STREET,
CHRISTIANSBURG,
VIRGINIA, ON

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY

28, 2024, AT 10:00 AM.,,
THE REAL ESTATE WITH
IMPROVEMENTS
THEREON KNOWN AND
DESCRIBED AS
FOLLOWS:

All that certain tracts or
parcels of land, with the
improvements thereon and
the appurtenances
thereunto belonging,
situate, lying and being in
the Riner Magisterial
District of Montgomery
County, Virginia, and
described as follows:

All of the 1.586 acres as
shown on plat of survey
entitled; Plat of Boundary
Line Adjustment Between
Tax Parcels 90-(A)-34A
&amp; 90-(A)-34E situated
along Radford Road, U.S.
Route 11 Near Plum Creek
Riner Magisterial District
Montgomery County,
Virginia; dated June 28,
2016 prepared by Ralph 0.
Clements, L.S. for Gay and
Neel, Inc. recorded in the
Circuit Court Clerks Office
of Montgomery County,
Virginia as

Instrument Number
2016004742.

Tax Map No: 090-A 34A;
Parcel No: 024574

More commonly known as:
3395 Radford Road,
Christiansburg, VA 24073

SALE WILL BE MADE
SUBJECT TO ALL
EXISTING EASEMENTS
AND RESTRICTIVE
COVENANTS AS THE
SAME MAY LAWFULLY
AFFECT THE REAL
ESTATE.

TERMS OF SALE: CASH,
SETTLEMENT WITHIN
FIFTEEN (15) DAYS OF
SALE. A BIDDERS
DEPOSIT OF TEN
PERCENT (10%) MAY BE
REQUIRED.

PLACE OF SALE: FRONT
OF MONTGOMERY
COUNTY COURTHOUSE,
AT 55 EAST MAIN
STREET,
CHRISTIANSBURG,
VIRGINIA

DATE OF SALE:

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY

28,2024
TIME OF SALE: 10:00 A.M.

Daniel D. Hamrick, PC
Substitute Trustee

By: Daniel D. Hamrick,
Agent

FOR INFORMATION
CONTACT:

Daniel D. Hamrick, P.C.
104 South Franklin Street
Christiansburg, VA 24073
(540) 382-0131

ABC NOTICE

W P RISING INC.,
trading as Spicity,
210 Prices Fork Rd STE E,
Montgomery County,
Blacksburg, VA
24060-3300.

The above establishment is
applying to the VIRGINIA
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE

CONTROL (ABC)
AUTHORITY for a
Restaurant, Wine, Beer,
and Mixed Beverages On
and Off Premises license to
sell or manufacture
alcoholic beverages.

Shu Yuan Lin
President/Owner.

NOTE: Objections to the
issuance of this license
must be submitted to ABC
no later than 30 days from
the publishing date of the
first of two required
newspaper legal notices.
Objections should be
registered at
www.abc.virginia.gov or
800-552-3200.

Legals - Roanoke

County

ABC NOTICE

SAV ON SHOP LLC,,
trading as
CATAWBA GROCERY,
5944 Catawba Valley Dr.,
Roanoke County, Catawba,
VA 24070-2214.

The above establishment is
applying to the VIRGINIA
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE

CONTROL (ABC)
AUTHORITY for a
Convenience Grocery Store
Beer and Wine Off-
Premises license to sell or
manufacture alcoholic
beverages.

Pabitra Dahal, Member

NOTE: Objections to the
issuance of this license
must be submitted to ABC
no later than 30 days from
the publishing date of the
first of two required
newspaper legal notices.
Objections should be
registered at
www.abc.virginia.gov or
800-552-3200.

THE
LASSIFIEDS-

Where the Deals Are!

The hest place

to find it,
sell it,
buy it, &
announce it.

AUTOMOBILES
FOR SALE

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

GARAGE
SALES

SITUATIONS
WANTED

HOMES
FOR SALE

To place your ad,
call 389-9355
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1002 APPERSON DR -

404-9598

SALEM, VIRGINIA 24153

“¥YMHC

ooooo Healrth Cenrer

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street - New Castle, VA
Phone: (540) 864-6390  Fax: (540) 864-6356
*Physical Exams * X-ray Services

* Laboratory Services * Acute Care
*Mental Health Services * Well Baby Checks

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

rld IIAI]IO

£
and104.3FM B

CBS SPORTS

ROANOKE'’S #2 NI::WS
TALK AND SPORTS
RADIO STATION
(Nielsen Fall 2022 book)

www.foxradioroanoke.com
(540) 343-7109

Lisa Martin, REALTOR®

Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains

Premier, REALTORS
(540) 597-0480
Lisa@Lisa2buy.com « www.Lisa2buy.com

1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
Daleville, VA 24083

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HomeServices
[E @_ A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

105

3@5 -
2
5 g —

CARPET
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE
FLOORS
Repairs ® New Sales o Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908

Licensed & Insured
carpetroanoke.com

Sunflooring Inc. |/ , oM
STEVE SMITH

With over 40 years of experience

Specializing in Hardwood Floors,
Hardwood Refinishing, Laminate Flooring,
Engineered Floors, Ceramic Tile, -
Carpet and Luxury Vinyl Plank f
k

540-556-3100

SHERRYE " 4

FLESHMAN Iml

CENTURY 21

Wampler Realty

64 Wendover Road

Daleville, Va 24083

Cell: 540-312-7792

Office: 540-992-2500

sfleshmansells@hotmail.com
REALTOR®

Each office is independently
owned and operated

SOUTHERN TRACEY
**BUILDING "

*
o 'S

Residential and
Commercial
Construction

540-966-0688

PO Box 630
Daleville, VA 24083

www.southerntracellc.com

WE BUY
COIN
COLLECTIONS

Top money paid
FREE estimates

Contact us at
540-988-2420

EADES & LOWER INSURANCE
5007 Carriage Dr., Suite 100 =
P.O. Box 21483 Eh
Roanoke, VA 24018 o™

SHERRI STINNETTE HOLT
INSURANCE AGENT

Cell (540)819-9179 « Office (540)981-1124
Fax (540) 981-1266 :
sherri@eadesandlower.com
www.eadesandlower.com

AUTO | HOME
BUSINESS | LIFE

Windy Ridge Tree
& Mulching Service

Contact us today for a free quote!
540-473-5176
fincastletreedr@gmail.com
windyridgetreedr.com

for residential,

Colonial Title

and Settlement

Serving the Greater Botetourt & Roanoke Valley
communities with all your real estate needs

commercial, construction with

MLA services, Assist with 1031 Real Estate
Exchanges, Purchases, Refinances and More!!!!

Call Loretta, Debbie or Kristi
for your next move!

940-966-1260
1215 Roanoke Road, Daleville

SENIOR FOR
SENIORS

PAINTING &

RESIDENTIAL
MAINTENANCE

Cell:
540-293-4271

Selling Your Business?

Call: The Hopkins Group
Business & Real Estate Brokers
*Planning *Valuations *Marketing *Closings

Lewis W. Hopkins, ABI Principal Broker

C: 540-354-2791 - O: 540-567-2242
| Email: Lewis@TheI_-IopkinsGrOl:lp.biz

VA Real Estate Firm Lic. #: Oé26018756
VA Principal Broker Lic. #: 0225056411

HARDWOOD
FLOORS gt

o Cleaning
» Waxing
« Beautification

540-776-9591
Cell: 540-353-7908

Want to keep up with local news, sports and events?

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
Call (540) 389-9355

STIHL PARTS & SERVICE
New and Used Equipment & Parts Available on All Brands
Husqvarna « CubCadet « Toro « MTD « Murray « Echo
Poulan « Honda « Mulch « Top Soil « Fill Dirt « Firewood « Sand
Gravel « Brick Chips « (Tandem Truck Hauling « Excavating « Grading)

Specialized Saw & Mower, Inc.

3954 West Main Street, Salem

(540) 380-3901

(Sales and Service)

Huge
sale!

+ John King, President
ohn King, Presiden + Credit Available

+ Equipment Rental
+ Pick Up & Delivery Available

+ Shelley Buchannan, Mgr.
+ Jo Maitland, Office Mgr.

King's Hauling & Excavating, Inc.

+Housing Foundations ~ John King, President + Septic Tanks
+ Land Clearing +Yard Grading
+ Stump Removal | + Demolition Work
+ Road Building ~ Y, «Tandem &Tri-Axle
+ Pond Building OASER & + Dump Truck Hauling

3954 West Main Street, Salem 4r| ISoil/Sanilg
(540) 380-3901 isphalt Milling

STATEWIDE STATEWIDE STATEWIDE STATEWIDE STATEWIDE
ADS ADS ADS ADS ADS

AUCTIONS

Claytor Lake Virginia Real
Estate Auction: 68+/- Acres
with  improvements in
Pulaski County, VA. Boy
Scouts of America Aquat-
ic Center. 14,000+/- SF
Event Center with Com-
mercial Kitchen, +/-1,757
Lake Frontage, 16 single

room cabins, 4,300+/- SF  Estate Brokers & Auctlon Act now to receive a FREE ~ 1-877-614-6667 $475+$86 court cost. ginia #6258

three story bathhouse with  eers 800-551-3588. (VA 7-Year warranty with quali- WILLS-$295.00. No court

counselor housing. Auction ~ #321) fying purchase. Call 1-844- The bathroom of your appearance. Estimated Alaska, Europe, Hawaii
March 27 at 2:00 PM held 947-1479 today to sched- dreams in as little as 1.day.  completion time twenty-one  plus Qozens of other popu-
on-site at 4100 Adventure ~ATTN. AUCTIONEERS: e afree quote. It's notjust ~ Limited Time Offer - $1000  days. Hilton Oliver, Attor- lar trips! Starting at $1649

Base Road, Radford, VA
24141. Online bidding
available. 5% Buyer’s
Premium. For details visit
woltz.com or call Woltz
& Associates, Inc. Real

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted

IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY
i A

BATH &
SHOWER
Now (844) 945-1631

1000 OFF

AND

No Payments & No Interest
For 18 Months™

OFFER EXPIRES 3/31/24

Incudes produc and lobor, bathtu, shower or walkin fub and wall suround.
This promofion conno b combine it any ther offe. Other resticions my
apply Thi offer expires 3/31/24. ach dealership is independently owned and
oeraed. “Third pory fnancin i valable for thse cstomers who qualfy.
See your dealr for detls ©2024 Bl Ayl Inc

Advertise your upcoming
auctions statewide and in
other states. Affordable
Print and Digital Solutions
reaching your target audi-
ences. Call this paper or
Landon Clark at Virginia
Press Services 804-521-
7576, landonc@vpa.net

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Vinyl Replacement Win-
dows Installed! Starting at
$350 Call 804-739-8207
for More Details! Ronnie
Jenkins Il Windows, Sid-
ing, Roofing and Gutters!
FREE Estimates! Call 804-
739-8207 for More Details!
American Made Products!

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a Generac
Home Standby Generator.

a generator. It's a power
move.

Replace your roof with the
best looking and longest
lasting material steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! Three
styles and multiple colors
available. Guaranteed to
last a lifetime! Limited Time
Offer up to 50% off instal-
lation + Additional 10% off
install (for military, health
workers & 1st respond-
ers.) Call Erie Metal Roofs:
1-844-902-4611

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule
a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior
& Military Discounts. Call

off or No Payments and
No Interest for 18 months
for customers who qualify.
BCI Bath & Shower. Many
options available. Quality
materials & professional
installation. Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts Available.
Call Today! 1-844-945-
1631

Safe Step. North America’s
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation
and service. Now featuring
our FREE shower package
and $1600 Off for a limited
time! Call today! Financing
available. Call Safe Step
1-877-591-9950

SERVICES
DIVORCE-Uncontested,

ney (Facebook). 757-490-
0126. Se Habla Espanol.
BBB Member. https:/hil-
tonoliverattorneyva.com.

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with
the compact design and
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information
kit! Call 888-608-4974

DENTAL  INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Cov-
erage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now!
Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the
details! 1-888-550-3083
www.dental50plus.com/vir-

per person (double occu-
pancy req'd.) YMT Vaca-
tions plans everything,
leaving you to relax and
enjoy. Call 1-855-743-
0491 for more details. Use
promo code YMT2024 for
$250 off. Limited time only.

Become a Published
Author. We want to Read
Your Book! Dorrance

Publishing-Trusted by
Authors Since 1920. Book
manuscript submissions
currently being reviewed.
Comprehensive Services:
Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution.
Call for Your Free Author's
Guide 1-888-366-7596 or
visit  dorranceinfo.com/
vapress
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Brady Hand is declared winner of the Class 3 Weight 138 during Saturday’s Class 3

Christianshurg’s Jake Robie (rigirit»)r took second place in the Class 3 Weight 165
losing to Macon Ayers of Staunton River on a 3-1 decision.

PHOTOS BY KYMN DAVIDSON-HAMLEY

Christianshurg’s Brandon Bevins took Fifth Place in the 190 weight of Class 3. He
is pictured wrestling Alexander Jordan of Wilson Memorial HS, picking him up for
a take down.

Successful weekend for area individuals, teams

Marty Gordon

NRVsports@ourvalley.org

At least three area high schools have state wrestling
champions from weekend competition. In addition,
Blacksburg claimed a team title in boys’ Class 4

swimming. The girls’ swim finished third.

Brady Hand was Christiansburg’s lone Class 3 state
champ in wrestling at the 138-pound weight class.
Mat-mate Jacob Robie would bring a runner up medal

home at 144 pounds.

Staunton River would take the Class 3 team title

with 230 points. New Kent was second.

Radford would finish fourth in the team race of
Class 1 with Strasburg first and Grayson County

second.

Radford’s Taven Williams brings home a state
championship medal at 157 pounds, and Dawson

finished second.

Overin the Class4 wrestling eventin Norfolk, Braden
Henderson gave Blacksburg a state championship.
In the pool, the Blacksburg boys finished with 284

Sigtryggsson, State Champion; Iris
Fritsch; Lindsay Santos, State Runner Blackshurg High School hoys’ swim won the Class 4 state championship

VITSE
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PHOTOS COURTESY OF KATHY REILLY

points, slipping by second place Jefferson Forest by
nine points.

Blacksburg’s lone state champion was Theo
Villanueva who took the I-meter title. Sam Rielly
would finish with three second places, and Soren
Anderson also brought home a runner up spot.

On the girls’ side of the pool, Blacksburg would
finish with 299 points behind first place Monacan and
Jamestown.

Peyton Sigtryggsson would win the 1-meter diving
event.

Up; Theo Villanueva, State Champion; this past weekend. Pictured are (from left) Santi Angulo, Michael
Soren Anderson, State Runner Up; and Anderson, Cameron Roy, Sam Reilly, Bode Thompson, Brandon Hu, Ryan

Leighton McGee, sixth.

Both boys and girls team from Radford would finish
in second place of the Class 1/2 swimming event.
Radford tallied 161 points with Glenvar taking the
team title with 238 points. While the Lady Bobcats
rallied for 299 points to finish in second place behind
state champ Bruton.

Elsewhere, the Auburn Eagles track and field teams

Zhao, Gael Manzon and Mason Fenn.

made a clean sweep winning both the Girls and Boys
Regional 2C Championships.

The Auburn boys’ basketball team is headed back to
the state quarterfinals after winning the Mt. Empire
District regular season and tournament title. This past
weekend, they added the second straight Region C
championship.

Changes coming to ACC basketball tourney

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Effective next year, only the top 15 teams
in the Atlantic Coast Conference’s (ACC)
regular season will make both the men’s and
women’s basketball tournament.

In addition to the decision on ACC
Tournament play, the men’s basketball regular
season will continue with a20-game conference
slate while the women will continue to play
an 18-game campaign. In addition to the
decision on ACC Tournament play, the men’s
basketball regular season will continue with
a 20-game conference slate while the women
will continue to play an 18-game campaign.

If the tournament was played this year, it
would mean the following teams made the
tournament. Due note: SMU and Stanford’s
regular season records were included. Thus, the
bottom dwellers would not make the tourney.

In the men’s scenario, Louisville, Notre
Dame and Ga. Tech would be out the
tournament.

UNC, Duke, UVA and Wake would be
the top seeds. Clemson, Pitt, N.C. State,
FSU and Stanford would all be tied for sixth.
SMU would slide in at number five. The new
twosome is Syracuse and Virginia Tech locked
in the tenth spot. Miami, SMU and Boston
College would round out the field.

On the women’s side, Standford would
top Virginia Tech for the top seed with a 11-
2, 22-3 mark. The Hokies would be second,
followed by N.C. State, Louisville, Notre
Dame, Duke, FSU, UNC, Miami, SMU, Ga.
Tech, Clemson, UVA and Cal. Pitt, Boston

College and Wake Forest would not make the
tourney.

If all of the schools were eligible to play
in the tournaments, then an extra day (six
days) would’ve been added to the tournament
schedule.

Still in play is how the conference will put
together a 20-game conference schedule on
the men’s side and an 18-game one on the
women’s side. Again, this will begin next year
with the addition of the three new schools.

The ACC already limits the fields for
championships in baseball, softball and
women’s SOccer.

In addition to the basketball tourney, ACC
football teams will now have complete access
to in-game technology.

Pending approval by the NCAA Rules
Committee, the ACC will now allow access
to in-game video, which will allow teams to
make in-game adjustments.

The measure was unanimously supported
by ACC head football coaches.

In addition, all ACC teams will be provided
with access to coach-to-player (helmet headset)
communication devices that will allow for
one-way communication between the sideline
and player(s) on the field.

Both programs will be administered via the
Conference office to ensure competitive equity
with the implementation of the new initiatives
and the ACC is working collaboratively with
the NCAA Football Rules Committee to fully
develop the final rule and associated policies.
The use of either piece of technology will be
permissive and at each institution’s discretion.

FILE PHOTO

Former Radford High School standout Marcell Baylor is no longer with the
Virginia Tech foothall team. No reason has heen given for his absence.

Radford’s Baylor MIA on Hokie roster

Marty Gordon
NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Virginia Tech has released its
updated football roster, and a local
player is not on the list.

Former Radford High wide
receiver Marcell Baylor is not among
the group.

The 6-1, 185 pounder played in
only one game this past year as a
freshman as he dealt with numerous
injuries.

While at Radford, he helped
the school to three regional playoff

appearances. As a senior, he
registered 45 catches for 972 yards
and 17 touchdowns and was named
to the Class 2 all-state team as a
receiver.

Baylor was rated a 3-star recruit
by 247Sports and ESPN and
was ranked as the #26 recruit in
Virginia. He had gone through
early workouts last month with the
Hokies, but he did not attend the
Military Bowl with the team.

See Radford, page 8
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Former Blacksburg standout now m

Marty Gordon

ember of Hokie roster

NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Local football fans will know at
least one member of the recently
released Virginia Tech roster. Josh
Gholston (6-1, 170), a Blacksburg
High School graduate, is listed as
cornerback on the recent released
roster.

In 2023, he came back to his
hometown after spending two
seasons at Valparaiso but did not
see any action in the Burgundy and
Orange.

In 2021, he earned Valparaiso’s

Award. The Valparaiso Crusaders
football program competes in
the NCAA Division I Football
Championship Subdivision and are
members of the Pioneer Football
League.

Gholston was a four-year varsity
letter winner at Blacksburg. He
played four years of basketball and
ran track for three seasons. He was a
team captain on both the hardwood
and gridiron as a senior. His football
accolades include first team all-
district, second team all-region and
all-county/all-city first team.

www.ourvalley.org

EZ

“Scout Defensive Player of the Year

Gholston’s team totaled a 41-13
record during his high school career. p football player in 2020.

FILE PHOTO

Josh Gholston was a first-team All-River Ridge District and second team all-region

Christiansburg ...

I drove around the circle in front of the school
and shared a few of my memories. Then I decided
to drive behind the beautiful old building. In some
ways | wish I hadn’t - the old football field was
just a barren lot - no bleachers, no scoreboard, no
goalposts. Nothing to remind folks of the several
generations of Christiansburg kids who played
games and cheered for classmates and marched and
twirled and tumbled and sang. To me, hallowed
ground. Like battlefields give off ecerie vibes from
what happened on them many years before, I feel
this ground gives off positive energy and joy. I need
to think that anyway.

I didn’t get out and walk out on the old field. I
had done that when my cousins Joe and Bobby (now
both sadly gone too) and I had returned to town for
a nostalgia tour in the early 2000’s and walked across
the field one last time, each of us having our own
memories and emotions.

Perhaps even sadder was looking at the old
gymnasium at the back of the school, an add-on to
the building in the early 50’s I think. My great friend
Greg had warned me that the wonderful space where
CHS students had for many years played basketball
and volleyball against other New River Valley
schools and attended phys. ed classes and pep rallies
and sock hops and graduations was now the county
school bus garage. A garage!

I had no desire to see what the conversion looked
like. In my mind’s eye, the beautiful, gleaming
hardwood floor with the fierce looking demon at
center court is now oil-stained concrete, the old
wooden bleachers that we pushed up against the wall
to make more room ripped out and replaced by hoses
and tools. I chose to remember it the way it was. I
chose to think of dodgeball games and sock hops and
not carburetor repairs.

And my memories of “the way it was” are vivid. It
was the only basketball floor in town for most of us -
varsity, jayvee, eighth grade, sandlot - it was the only
court around, with the exception of Scattergood
Hall, built at Christiansburg Industrial Institute in
1953, 13 years before CII was closed for good during
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desegregation. Sadly, I don’t know much about the
history of Scattergood other than I did discover that
the Tigers won a district championship there in the
50’s. And Scattergood is still standing on the old
campus.

Being the only courtin town, the CHS gym gotlots
of use during basketball season. The school officials,
my dad for awhile I assume, had to coordinate and
orchestrate the use of the precious floor from the
first of November through the middle of February by
the three high school teams and the sandlot program
(six teams of fifth, sixth and seventh graders run by
the Kiwanis Club). Sadly, girls basketball was not
played in CHS’s classification at the time, although
the smaller schools in the county did have it. Our
girls had volleyball in the fall, when the gym was
more available.

The varsity and jayvee boys teams played Tuesday
and Friday nights, for nine straight weeks starting
in December, and the Kiwanis teams (I played three
years, coached by the wonderful Clyde Collins and
his son Tim, who was in the process of being an All
American golfer at Tech at the time and then later
had a stint on the PGA Tour) played Wednesday
nights and Saturday mornings. Practices and eighth
grade games were squeezed in as space and time
allowed.

My basketball career ended after 8th grade due to
my inability to throw a basketball in one of those
laundry baskets on wheels we threw dirty towels in,
much less a 10-foot goal. My main personal athletic
memories in the gym are of pep rallies before Friday
night lights and stretching out on the floor in our
uniforms to rest and “get serious” before we went out
under those lights.

Two great stories from that era of the “only
basketball court in town.” The first involves a
classmate, later to move to California with his mother,
who played in the sandlot league. I believe it was our
fifth grade year, the first time we could play in the
Kiwanis league. I vaguely recall that the varsity coach
at CHS in those days, Don Merriman, probably one
of the most successful basketball coaches in school

history, ran the program, volunteering his “spare
time” and acumen to the kids of Christiansburg.

Coach Merriman was not one to trifle wich, his
disposition generally resembling that of Bobby
Knight, who was probably still in college at the time.

Well, my friend’s mother did not like the fact that
the Kiwanis teams played on Wednesday nights,
when she thought that she and her son should be
in church. I was a witness (I think it was before
the games started one Wednesday night) when
my classmate’s mother decided to confront Coach
Merriman about the scheduling.

Mrs. Jones came into the gym and proceeded to
walk out to center court, in high heels that would
do a Kardashian proud, where Coach was watching
warmups, whistle around his neck as I always
remember him.

Keep in mind that this was in an era where a kid
would be banned from the gym for life if he stepped
on a tiny corner of the court in street shoes. I don’t
know what exactly was said between the two, but I
do remember that I have never seen a redder face
than Coach Merriman’s. Or a faster retreat in heels
than Mrs. Jones made. My dad told the story for
years.

One final story about what the old gym meant to
my generation of Christiansburgers. My friend Greg
recently reminded me of how he and his friend Rod
and some of their other pals from the Park would
go up to the gym in the summer and on weekends
and check to see if the outside doors on Sheltman
Street happened to be unlocked so they could get in
for games. This was still a time when security and
vandalism were not the issues they have become,
so occasionally one of the coaches would leave one
of the doors unlocked. Intentionally. I remember
that occasionally I would walk from my home,
dribbling my basketball, and test one of the doors
myself. Special times.

So, the old gym is gone. Hopefully, it has the
friendly ghosts of basketball players and cheerleaders
and sock hoppers and dodgeballers hanging out,
competing, having fun.
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In other roster news, there is not much
experience behind QB1 Kyron Drones.
Three redshirt Freshmen sit behind
Drones.

William “Pop” Watson III was named
the Gatorade Massachusetts Player of the
Year in 2022 and graduated as Springfield
Central’s all-time passing leader, having
completed 459-0f-691  career passes
for 7,847 career passing yards (66.4
percent) and 81 career touchdowns,
while also having 190 career carries
totaling 2,120 career rushing yards and
40 career rushing touchdowns. He was
rated a 3-star recruit by 247Sports,
ESPN, On3 and Rivals and ranked as the
No. 20 overall quarterback by ESPN, No.
30 by On3 and No. 42 by Rivals, ranked
as the No. 6 Massachusetts prospect
by On3, No. 8 by 247Sports and Rivals,
and No. 10 by ESPN.

Dylan Witike won three state
championships in high school in Buford,
Georgia, compiling a 50-4 record as a
starter and came to Blacksburg with high
hopes as the overall #39 QB in his class.

Walk-on Jackson Sigler did not see
action this past season after coming to
Blacksburg from Mt. View High School
in Northern Virginia. He held a starting
record of 23-4 leading his team to back-to-
back district championships and regional
championship, throwing for 4,684 pass
yards and 62 passing touchdowns along
with five rushing scores.

The running back room currently has
six watching film. Bhayshui Tuten and
Malachi Thomas are heads above the
group with former Radford High's PJ
Prioleau and incoming Freshman Tyler
Mason from Mt. Airy, North Carolina in
the mix.

In other Virginia Tech news, many
fans were scratching their heads during
the recent men’s basketball game against
Florida State, who came out of the locker
room in light blue uniforms.

The team was showing support for the
Seminole Indian tribe they are associated
with. They are also selling jerseys with
the monies go to support FSU’s Native
American Center as well as public
education and youth sports within the
Seminole tribe.

Charlie Thomas, a guard on Virginia
Techs 1973 National Invitational
Tournament championship team, has
passed away. He once coached the men’s
basketball program at now-defunct
Bristol College.

Thomas played at Harrisonburg High
School and prior to Bristol College, he
was an assistant at Emory & and Henry
College.

On Monday, Feb. 19, Smithfield,
sponsor of the Commonwealth Clash, is

challenging all basketball game attendees
to bring in nonperishable food items for
donation to the Market of Virginia Tech.
And for every pound of food collected,
Smithfield will donate $1 to the food
pantry for up to $5,000.

Since the 2014-2015 academic year,
the brand has partnered with Virginia
Tech and the University of Virginia in
the rivalry between the schools across all
school-sponsored sports — becoming
the presenting sponsor of the Smithfield
Commonwealth Clash in the 2021-
2022 season. But for Smithfield, this
sponsorship means more than just
promoting athletics.

Throughout the year, the company
looks to support the communities
surrounding UVA and Virginia Tech,
including each school's food pantry.

The Market of Virginia Tech, an
initiative of Student Affairs, was
developed to provide support to students
currently experiencing food insecurity.
Program participants receive a variety of
produce, proteins, dairy and nondairy
products and shelf stable items on a
weekly basis.

Supported by a $1.5 million donation
from alumni couple Hema and Mehul
Sanghani, the program launched in
2020 to provide up to 115 students at
a time with weekly grocery shopping
and last semester The Market served
350 additional students through other
initiatives including Open Market hours
and Pop-Up pantries. The Market's top
preferred foods are rice, peanut butter,
canned protein, canned soup and canned
beans or vegetables.

The Atlantic Coast Conference has
issued a public reprimand of Louisville
women’s basketball coach Jeff Walz
for violating the ACC Sportsmanship
Policy following Louisville’s game against
Syracuse on February 11.

In addition, the league announced
that an institutional fine has been issued
to Louisville ($20,000) as a result of the
violation. The funds from the imposed
institutional fine will be placed into
the  Weaver-James-Corrigan-Swofford
Postgraduate Scholarship account.

Walzs postgame comments regarding
the officials were in direct violation of the
ACC Sportsmanship Policy that states:
“Public criticism of officials or public
comments evaluating the officiating
of particular contests is not in the best
interest of intercollegiate athletics.
Individuals associated with the athletics
program are prohibited, therefore, from
commenting while acting in an official
capacity on officiating other than directly
to the Conference office.”



