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Montgomery County Board of Supervisors approves budget and tax increase

Angelica Ramos
Contributing writer

MONTGOMERY CO. - The Montgomery
County Board of Supervisors met to finalize the
FY 2024-2025 budget on April 22, 2024.

The discussion on the budget started with
public hearings and public addresses to the
Board of Supervisors. With Montgomery County
constituents speaking during the public address,
their main concerns are in property and real estate
taxes rising as part of the proposed budget.

“Home prices have greatly outstripped wages
in Montgomery County,” resident Wayman Pack
said, “Home prices, which drive our real estate
taxes.”

“Property taxes are especially unfair to the
unemployed, poor and elderly,” Christiansburg

resident Patrick Melander said, “In a poor economy
like we have today, wages and hours are cut. Jobs
are lost. Prices continue to rise from inflation, yet
we’re still hit with che full burden of the property
tax.”

As the budget was proposed, the real estate tax
rate and property tax rate were to go up to 75 cents
per 100 dollars of assessed value which would, on
average for Christiansburg, raise property taxes
an additional 150 dollars a year. For Blacksburg,
the annual tax increase is higher. Montgomery
County, is less than both Christiansburg and
Blacksburg, since there is no town tax to assess on
top of the county rate. The Board of Supervisors
explained the raise in tax would help in allocating
funds for emergency services, fire and rescue
services and as funding for Montgomery County
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“So, we're talking about less than four dollars a
week for more than 50 percent of our population,”
Supervisor Sara R. Bohn said, “which is, I don’t

Schools.

See Budget, page 3

MCPS receives report following
independent review of student deaths

CHRISTIANSBURG -
Montgomery County Public
Schools has announced the

receipt of a report following a
third-party review of the Nov.
2023, off-campus deaths of
two Blacksburg High School
students.

“At this time, the MCPS
School Board is reviewing and
evaluating the findings,” reads

a statement by MCPS. “If any
actions are deemed necessary,
they will be taken very soon.
Additionally, once reviewed,
the school board intends
to share more information
regarding the contents of the
report.”

Gentry Locke Law Firm was
unanimously approved by the

MCPS School Board to conduct

the third-party review into
administration actions taken in
connection with the Blacksburg
High School murder-suicide.
The board voted for the review
at their Jan. 30, 2024 meeting
following a petition from BHS
students, parents, and other
community members.

Staff report

Virginia Tech police break up

campus prot
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A Palestinian flag and some supplies remain at the site

on Monday.

Heather Bell
Editor

BLACKSBURG - Dozens of
people were arrested overnight on
Sunday from the site of a dayslong
protest on the campus of Virginia
Tech regarding the actions of Israel
in Gaza.

On Friday, the protestors began to
gather on the lawn of the Graduate
Life Center and were allowed to stay
until Sunday.

“Virginia Tech officials informed
the protestors that the gathering
was in violation of University Policy
5000 (University Facilities Usage
and Events). Virginia Tech values
free speech and the protestors’
right to be heard, but only if the
rights of others and public safety
can be assured,” according to a
statement released by Virginia
Tech. “Through constant dialogue
between university officials, the
Virginia Tech Police Department,
and protest organizers, we were
able to maintain a safe and peaceful
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Some of the signs are still on site Monday from the Pro-
Palestinian protest.

est encampment
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A few people remain Monday on the Virginia Tech
campus near the site of a Pro-Palestinian demonstration

after police broke up the protest Sunday night.

environment through much of the
weekend.”

As the numbers of protestors
grew, both on the lawn of the
Graduate Life Center and on the
outdoor spaces next to Squires
Student Center “the university
recognized that the situation had
the increasing potential to become
unsafe,” according to Virginia Tech.

“Those who gathered were
advised by university officials
to remove their possessions and
to disperse  voluntarily; those
who failed to comply were then
approached by Virginia Tech
Police and were again asked to
leave and advised that anyone who
failed to comply would be charged
with trespassing, in accordance
with Virginia law,” the statement
continued. “At approximately 10:15
p.m., police approached protesters
to ask them to disperse within five
minutes. Those who remained were
subject to arrest.”

On Friday, Delegate Chris
Obenshain (R-Montgomery)
released a statement on the Virginia

Tech encampment.

“Even when we disagree about
the issues, I support the rights of all
citizens to speak freely and peaceably
assemble as guaranteed by the First
Amendment of the Constitution.
Provided that the students at
Virginia Tech remain peaceful,
they should be free to exercise those
rights,” said Obenshain. “I urge the
administration at Virginia Tech to
be vigilant for the threats of violence
against Jewish students and andi-
semitism that has characterized
similar protests at other universities.
Virginia Tech should have zero
tolerance for threats, intimidation,
or acts of terrorism on campus.
Students, faculty, and staff all
deserve to be safe in Blacksburg
and should not become targets for
hate-filled abuse due to their race or
nationality. Impeding the rights of
others to freely live, learn, and work
on campus should be met with swift
consequences.”

Monday,
remained near
original protest.

several
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protestors
site of the
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Students enjoy a cheesy snack in front of Newman
Library during spring 2023 finals week.

Cheesy

Nights

continues as a
delicious Virginia Tech
finals week tradition

BLACKSBURG
— Cheesy Nights at
Newman  Library s

back for the spring 2024
semester on May 2, 3,
5, and 6 beginning at
7:30 p.m. in the library
plaza on the Blacksburg
campus.

Students enjoy a
cheesy snack in front of
Newman Library during
spring 2023 finals week.
Every semester during
finals week, the delicious
tradition captures the
hearts and taste buds
of students one grilled
cheese sandwich at a
time. Cheesy Nighs,
hosted by University
Libraries, has become
a beloved tradition on
campus.

“Cheesy Nights s
an event that started
small but became very
large based on the need
around the campus of
students who are hungry
during finals week,” said
Therese Walters, founder
and co-coordinator of
Cheesy Nights and wife
of University Libraries
Dean Tyler Walters.

Cheesy Nights began
in 2011 with just $100
for cheese, butter, bread,
and a small griddle.
Therese Walters walked
the halls of Newman
Library feeding hungr
Hokies with one cart Euﬁ
of food and two teenage
Voluntecelrs. . .

Word quic sprea
about qthe Y cﬁeesy
goodness, and students
started showing up in

droves for the tasty
treats. Fast-forward
to the present, and

ou can expect to see
{on lines of hungry
students taking over
the walkway Dbetween
Newman Library and
Squires Student Center
as the irresistible aroma
of butter, bread, and
melted cheese lures in
Hokies. The sizzle of the
griddles and laughter of
thousands provide the
soundtrack for Cheesy

Nights.
%‘he once small and

lesser-known event has
now morphed into a
gathering that draws in
crowds of over 6,000
students, uses more than
100 volunteers, and is
funded by thousands
of dollars donated by
Virginia Tech families,
alumni, and friends
cach semester through
crowdfunding. Campus
partners including the
Virginia Tech Police
Department, Dining

Services, and Virginia
Tech Athletics help make
this tradition possible.

‘I am  completely
shocked at how big it has
become,” Walters said.
“It’s exciting to know that
year after year we've been
able to keep growing to
meet the nee§s of these
students.”

The success of Cheesy
Nights can be attributed
to several factors. First,
the event offers a variety
of foods, such as gluten-
free bread and vegan
cheese, so all students
can enjoy a little bit of
comfort during finals
week.

The events growth
is a testament to
the dedication of its
organizers, campus
partners,  and  the
volunteers who return
year after year and
sometimes travel from
all over the country to be
part of Cheesy Nights.

“The No. 1 thing you
hear when it comes to
traditions at  Virginia
Tech is the term Ut
Prosim (That I May
Serve).  That’s  what
were doing here. We're
serving the community
of students by giving
something to  them
that  hopefully they’ll
remember,” said Phil
Scott, a  long-time
volunteer and supporter
of Cheesy Nights.

“I have a volunteer
heart, and this is my
favorite event of the
whole year to volunteer
at,” said D’Lyn Biggs,
who traveled all the way
from  Austin, Texas,
to lend a helping hand
during the fall 2023
Cheesy Nights. “I came
all this way because I
believe that students can’t
learn if they’re hungry.
So this is a great chance
to come and experience
the Hokie Spirit and give
back to this community.”

Students take notice of
the volunteers who work
tirelessly to make Cheesy

Nights a  memorable
event.
“I know this kind

of stuff isn’t happenin
at other colleges an
universities  that my
friends are going to,” said
student lgc)by Kuhns.
“Cheesy Nights is a really
special thing because we
are able to come together
as one and be a part
of this Virginia Tech

community.”

Ann Brown for
Virginia Tech
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Thursday, May 2

American Legion meeting

The American Legion, Harvey Howe Carper Post 30
will meet at 6 p.m. at the VFW Post Home on 102
Watts St. in Radford. For further information, please
call 540-250-2283 or 540-239-9864.

Friday, May 3 and
Saturday, May 4:

Book Sale

There will be a book sale at the Radford Public
Library, 10 a.m. — 5 p.m. Many children’s books, many
33 1/3 records and many fantasy and science fiction will
be available. The usual fiction and mystery, as well as
other genres will be there too. Good prices! Come and
support the Radford Public Library.

Blacksburg Community Strings concert

Blacksburg Community Strings presents their Spring
2024 Concert, 2 p.m. at the Warm Hearth Village
Center, Blacksburg. The program includes Antonin
Dvorak’s Symphony No. 9 “From the New World” as
well as Appalachian Morning by Robert Sheldon and
Prairiesong by Carl Strommen. Come and hear music
that reflects the land and cultures of America. Admission
is free, donations are accepted and appreciated.

Saturday, May 1t:

Fish Fry
Mount Tabor Ruritan Club will hold its May Fish
Fry from 5 to 7 p.m. at Slusser's Chapel Picnic Shelter,

1543 Mount Tabor Rd, Blacksburg. Serving fish, fries
and slaw; homemade desserts; and beverages. DJ Earl
Brown will be spinning some hits to get our 2024 fry
season off to a swinging start! Adules-$12, children
under 12-$6, (under 3)-free, carry-outs-$12. Held
rain or shine. Call or text 540-449-6178 for further
information. On Facebook at MtTaborRuritan.

Monday, May 13:

Radford City Council meeting

The Radford City Council will hold its regularly
scheduled meeting at 7 p.m. in council chambers at
the Radford Municipal Building, 10 Robertson St.,
Radford. Citizens are invited to attend and allowed
to speak at each meeting. See the agenda at www.
radfordva.gov.

Montgomery County Board of Supervisors
meeting

Public meetings are the second and fourth Monday
of each month at the Montgomery County Government
Center, 755 Roanoke St. in Christiansburg. Closed
sessions begin at 6 p.m. if needed. Open sessions begin
at 7:15 p.m. Citizens are invited to attend and allowed
to speak at each meeting. All regular meetings of the
Board of Supervisors are rebroadcast on Montgomery
County Comcast and Shentel Channels 190 daily.

Tuesday, May 14:

Blacksburg Town Council meeting

The council meets in regular session the second and
fourth Tuesdays of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the Roger
E. Hedgepeth Chambers of the Blacksburg Municipal
Building, 300 S. Main St. These meetings are open to
the public and televised live on WTOB Channel 2.

Christiansburg Town Council meeting
Regular Town Council meetings are held on the

second and fourth Tuesday of each month beginning
at 7 p.m. in the Council Chambers of Town Hall (100
E. Main St.). The public is welcome and encouraged
to attend, with a citizen hearing time reserved at each
meeting for residents to bring any matter they desire
before the entire council.

Thursday, May 16:

Sons of Confederate Veterans meeting

The Sons of Confederate Veterans, Stuart Horse
Artillery Camp 1784 will meet at 7 p.m. at Aly's Family
Italian Restaurant, 3204 Riner Rd. Members of the
United Daughters of the Confederacy are also invited to
attend. Tiffany Lloyd will do a presentation on the Sam
Davis Youth Camp. For further information, please call

540-320-4315 or 540-239-9864.

Route 460 Business Corridor Bicycle, Pedestrian
and Transit Study

The New River Valley Metropolitan Planning
Organization is secking input for the Route 460
Business Corridor Bicycle, Pedestrian, and Transit
Study. The study will look at the segment of the
corridor, from Industrial Park Road in Blacksburg to the
Uptown Christiansburg Mall, for bicycle, pedestrian,
and transit improvements. Materials are posted online
at www.newrivervalleympo.org and will be available for
comment until May 9 at 5 p.m.

Radford Noon Rotary Club’s Field of Honor

Field of Honor will be installed on the grounds of
Glencoe Mansion prior to Memorial Day until the
Fourth of July. Radford Noon Rotary Club is looking
for people to sponsor flags. Individual flags are $50.
Corporate Sponsorship: Bronze - $250; Silver - $500;
Gold - $1000; and Platinum - $2500. To register,
contact rotary.club.of.radford.noon@gmail.com.

Spring Garden Day at Montgomery Museum

The Montgomery Museum of
Art & History is hosting Spring
Garden Day, May 4 from 2 — 4
p.m. at the Montgomery Museum
Garden, 300 South Pepper St.,
Christiansburg.

The event will feature the
"Flower Artin the Garden" Theme
Show, showcasing the creativity
of local artists. Participants
were tasked with decorating
"flat flower" templates, crafted
by students at Blacksburg High
School, which will be placed
throughout the site. Participants
were encouraged to incorporate
native southwest Virginia plants
into their artwork, resulting in
a vibrant display that celebrates
the region's natural beauty and

attendees to explore the Museum
Garden with gardeners on-site to
answer any questions. Visitors
will also have the chance to
engage with the Virginia Native
Plant Society, Virginia Master
Naturalists, and Virginia Master
Gardeners, as several booths will
be set up to provide information
and insights into the rich
botanical heritage of Southwest
Virginia.
This event promises to be
a  delightful  celebration  of
art, nature, and community.
Everyone is invited to join us for
an afternoon of inspiration and
exploration in the Montgomery
Museum Garden. This event is
sponsored by Back to Nature

artistic talent.

wonderful

COURTESY PHOTO

Landscaping and Construction.

In addition to the art exhibit,
Spring Garden Day offers a
opportunity

Montgomery Museum of Art &
for  History

Professor seeks answers in veterinary forensics cases

As a board-certified veterinary anatomic pathologist,
Teresa Southard is no stranger to piecing together clues.

Pathology is the study of injuries and diseases, and
anatomic pathologists perform necropsies and biopsies
to uncover the disease processes at play and determine a
cause of death or cause of illness.

Southard, associate professor of anatomic pathology at
the Virginia-Maryland College of Veterinary Medicine,
has a particular interest in forensic pathology, performing
necropsies to uncover the truth behind animal deaths
that may relate to illegal activity, such as neglect and
abuse. Forensic pathologists are often called in to testify
in court, working with the justice system to uncover the
truth.

Working on cases of horrifying violence and neglect
can take a huge emotional toll, but Southard finds
strength in the fact that her work can prevent future
suffering.

"There's a sense of satisfaction that you've contributed
to the justice process,” Southard said. “Whether you
find out that this animal died of natural causes and the
person being blamed for it is innocent, or if you find out
that someone intentionally hurt or neglected an animal
and you can be part of the process that keeps them from
doing that again, it’s rewarding.”

Since joining the college in 2021, she’s worked on over
70 forensic pathology cases in addition to her usual load
of necropsies and biopsies.

Finding the answers

After a Ph.D. in biomedical sciences and an Air Force
career, Southard entered veterinary school intending
to become a veterinarian for lab animals, but after a
pathology rotation, she was hooked. As Southard puts it,
“Pathology is where you really find out the answers.”

During her anatomic pathology residency at Johns
Hopkins University, Southard volunteered her necropsy
skills at a Baltimore animal shelter.

"That’s where I started to see some of the evidence of
neglect and abuse,” she said.

After taking a job at Cornell University, Southard
built upon her forensic pathology experience as she
worked alongside Sean McDonough, a trailblazer in the
field. At Cornell, Southard performed over 500 forensic
necropsies and appeared as an expert witness in nine
criminal trials.

She joined the veterinary college at Virginia Tech in
2021 and quickly built a relationship with Baltimore City
Animal Control, who now sends its forensic cases to her.

Because they are often asked to testify in court,
forensic pathologists must go beyond the normal
necropsy procedure.

"One of those extra duties is trying to figure out how

long the animal has been dead in some cases, because
that could help identify suspects,” Southard said. “We
also have to document everything carefully, because if we
have to go to court, it’s much easier to show a picture than
describe what you saw, and it’s much more convincing
to the jury. And lastly, we're asked to comment on the
degree of suffering or pain an animal encountered, which
is not a part of our normal necropsy procedure.”

Bridging the knowledge gap

"There's this thing called the CSI effect, where we
expect to know everything within a nice, 45-minute
segment, but it doesn't always work out that way,”
Southard said. That goes double for veterinary forensic
pathology, where in many cases, the information just isn't
out there.

With less research and less data, veterinary forensic
pathology struggles behind human forensic science, but
Southard and others are working to bridge that gap.

For example, Southard once tried to determine whether
the pattern of fractured ribs in a dog was consistent with
the history of a caretaker tripping and falling while
carrying the dog. She pored over the published data, but
there wasn’t enough information on the mechanisms
behind different canine rib fractures to form a conclusion.

Instead, she took matters into her own hands. Using
cadavers, she studied how different mechanisms of injury
to the thorax form different fractures. With this new
information, she determined that the dog’s injuries were
consistent with the history.

Southard is currently finishing her master's degree in
veterinary forensic sciences at the University of Florida,
one of only two institutions in the United States that
offer degrees in forensic science.

As part of her master’s thesis, Southard is collaborating
with the Virginia Tech College of Engineering’s Busting
lab to study the strength of bones using samples from
canine cadavers. The lab offers mechanical tests that
measure tensile strength, compression, hardness, and
more.

"This kind of research is something that is lacking in
the veterinary field,” Southard said. “We get asked these
kinds of questions in trials — how much force does it
take to break a dog's femur? We know a little bit from
experience because we have seen fractures where we
know the causes, but we need to be able to quantify these
things.”

A small but mighty field

Although the number of trained veterinary pathologists
has increased over the years, the number of pathologists
with training and experience in forensic cases remains
small. In the late 1990s, only one veterinary college in the
country accepted forensic cases, and though that number

PHOTO BY ANDREW MAN FOR VIRGINIATECH
(From left) Teresa Southard and Emily Falls.

has grown, there are few institutions where veterinarians
can get forensic pathology experience. In the United
States, the first textbook on the subject was published in
2006.

However, as the number of trained veterinary forensic
pathologists has increased, so has the demand for their
expertise. Over the past few decades, more and more
research points toward a connection between violence
against animals and violence against humans, and this
has spurred law enforcement to take a deeper look at cases
that involve animals.

At the veterinary college, Southard delivers lectures
on forensic examination and on testifying as an expert
witness. Veterinarians rarely have training in that
area. There is currently no requirement for accredited
veterinary colleges in the United States to address the
topic, and a recent study showed that more than half of
U.S. veterinary school do not address animal abuse in
their core curriculum.

Southard described testifying in a case in which the
animal’s primary veterinarian was also called in to testify,
and the other veterinarian felt blindsided by the process
and expectations. Southard wants the next generation of
veterinarians to be better prepared and to be more aware
of animal abuse and the responsibilities of veterinarians
in abuse and neglect cases.

"My goal is that every student who graduates from
this school — or any vet school — should be thinking
about animal abuse, they should be aware of what some
of the common signs are, and they should know what
to do when they suspect abuse or neglect, at the very

. »
minimum.

Through education, research, necropsies, and
testimony, Southard works to expand the pool of
knowledge so that justice can be served.

Andrew Mann for Virginia Tech
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Rice, Michele Hollins

Michele Hollins Rice,
48, of Dublin, passed
away on Wednesday,
April 24, 2024. She was
Ereceded in death by
er husband, Shannon
Edward Rice; maternal
grandparents, Thurman
and Chrystiline Hedge;
paternal ~ grandparents,
Virginia and  Gene
Jewell, and Pearman
Hollins; and her canine
companion, Chatlie.

Survivors include her
daughters, Aleah Shay
Riceand Haley Rose Rice;
?randson and light of her
ife, Mason Lee Rice;

Leon and
Barbara Hedge Hollins;

parents, Lar(riy

sisters, Sheri Hollins
Barnett  (Stanley) and
Stephanie Hollins Akers

(Eddie); and numerous
nieces, nephews, relatives
and special friends.

The family will receive
friends from 1 p.m.
until 2 p.m. on Monday,
April 29, 2024, at the
Dublin Church of God
in  Dublin.  Funeral
services will begin at 2
p.m. with Rev. Adam
Frye and Rev. Michael
Collins officiating. Burial
will follow in Oakwood
Cemetery in Pulaski.

The Rice/Hollins
family is in the care of
Mullins Funeral Home &
Crematory in Radford.

Vaught, Edgar Martin

Edgar Martin Vaught,
84, of Blacksburg died
Wednesday, April 24,
2024, at his home. He
was born in McCoy,
Va. on Nov. 18, 1939,
to the late Lucy Vaught
Cole. He is also preceded
in death by his wife,
Elizabeth Paulette
(Polly) Vaught; daughter,
Patricia B. Vaught; and
siblings, Marshall Cole,
Gene Cole, Cindy (Rita)
Morris, and Roger Cole.

He is survived by his
daughter and son-in-
law, Pamela and Richard
Vaught;  sons, Gary

£

Vaughtand Barry Vaught

(Cindy Journell); four

grandchildren; seven

great—fgrandchildren;
0

and ur great-great-

randchildren; siblings
%o le Vaught (Linda)
and Haven Cole (Susie);
sisters-in-law, Rosemary
Cole, and Darlene Cole;
and  special  friends,
Leroy and  Paulette
Frazier and Roscoe Hall.

Funeral services were
conducted Tuesday,
April 30, 2024 in the
McCoy Funeral Home
Chapel with the Pastor
Jimmie Lee Price
officiating. Interment
followed in Westview
Cemetery. The family
received friends Monday,
April 29, 2024.

Smith, Kenneth Leon

Kenneth Leon Smith,
88, of Blacksburg, died
Friday, April 26, 2024.

He was born Jan.
24, 1936, to the late
Charles and Bertie Smith.
Kenneth was preceded in
death by his parents, five
brothers and three sisters.
He was also preceded in
death by one daughter,
Ellen Marie Rupe.

He is survived by his
daughter, Lesa Smith and
her husband Rodney; son,
Kenneth Howard Smith;
daughter, Emily Taylor;

“adopted”
Courtney
and  Deidra
grandchildren,

two  special
daughters,
Hawks
Webb;

Burks, Thomas D

Thomas Devon Burks,
58, of Radford, went to
be with the Lord Sunday,
April 21, 2024.

He was preceded in
death by lgi mother,
Teresa Burks, and son,
Shakeem James.

He is survived by
his  parents, Earnest
T. and Georgia Ann
Hayden; wife, Marchelle
L. Saunders; children,
Melody Burks, Sheletta

Saunders, Markeece
Saunders, Shaquille
Saunders, and Darrius

Trimble, Jeffrey

Jeffrey Pierre Trimble,
60, of Blacksburg, died
Sunday, April 21, 2024.

He was born in
Radford on Feb. 29,
1964, to the late James
and Fay Trimble. He was
also preceded in death
by two brothers, Stanley
and Larry  Trimble.
He is survived by his
brother Dean Trimble,

Saunders;
Malaki Saunders; siblings,

grandson,

Charlton
McAllister

Michelle
Concepcion,

Sherri, Nikki, Jennifer,

Angel, Robert, Patrick,
Dylan, Colton, Trevor,
and Dixie; seven

great-grandchildren,
and one  great-great
granddaughter;  sisters,
Mavis and Thelma; special

sister-in-law, Bonnie
Potter, and numerous
nieces and  nephews,

too many to count. He
was loved by all, and he
returned that love with
an unending abundance.
There will be no services
at his request.

evon

Hugo  Charlton  III,
Angela Marie Charlton,
Ethan Tyree Charlton,
Earnest Hayden, and
Bryan  Hayden; dog
Angelo; and many other
relatives and friends.

Graveside services
will be held at 1 p.m. on
Thursday, May 2, 2023,
at the Southwest Virginia
Veterans Cemetery in
Dublin.

The Burks family is
in the care of Mullins
Funeral Home &
Crematory in Radford.

Pierre

Trimble, her son Jude,
and several cousins.

A memorial service
will be conducted
Saturday, June 1, 2024,
at 11 a.m. in the McCoy
Funeral Home Chapel
with Scott Obenchain
officiating. The family
will receive friends from
10— 11 a.m. Saturday,
June 1, 2024, prior to the

These pets and many others
Montgomery County Animal Care

are available for adoption at the

and Adoption Center, 480 Cinnabar

Rd., Christiansburg. Phone: (540) 382-5795.

Hyacinth is all puppy! She's
bouncy, energetic, and loves
to play. She enjoys meeting
humans and acting silly with
them. 10 be her best doggone
self, she’ll benefit from basic
training. Stop by the Animal
Care and Adoption Center
to meet this pup.

Renault is a friendly
girl who is ready to find
her furever home. She is
a very smart, pawsome
doggie. Renault is happy
to perform high-fives and
handshakes for treats. She
also knows the “sit” and
“down” commands.

Average gas prices dip
slightly from last week

Average gasoline prices in Virginia
have fallen 3.3 cents per gallon in the
last week, averaging $3.48/g today,
according to GasBuddy's survey of
4,081 stations in Virginia. Prices
in Virginia are 4.6 cents per gallon
higher than a month ago and stand
7.4 cents per gallon higher than a
year ago. The national average price
of diesel has fallen 2.9 cents in the
last week and stands at $3.98 per
gallon.

According to GasBuddy price
reports, the cheapest station in
Virginia was priced at $3.09/g
yesterday while the most expensive
was $4.59/g, a difference of $1.50/g.
The lowest price in the state yesterday
was $3.09/g while the highest was
$4.59/g, a difference of $1.50/g.

The national average price of
gasoline has fallen 1.9 cents per
gallon in the last week, averaging
$3.63/g today. The national average is
up 8.4 cents per gallon from a month
ago and stands 4.3 cents per gallon
higher than a year ago, according to
GasBuddy data compiled from more
than 11 million weekly price reports
covering over 150,000 gas stations
across the country.

Historical ~gasoline prices in
Virginia and the national average
going back ten years:

Average: $2.88/g)

April 29, 2018: $2.62/g (U.S.
Average: $2.81/g)

April 29, 2017: $2.20/g (U.S.
Average: $2.38/g)

April 29, 2016: $2.02/g (U.S.
Average: $2.20/g)

April 29, 2015: $2.37/g (U.S.
Average: $2.56/g)

April 29, 2014: $3.51/g (U.S.
Average: $3.70/g)

Neighboring areas and their
current gas prices:

Roanoke-  $3.39/g, unchanged

from last week's $3.39/g.

Richmond- $3.47/g, down 6.0
cents per gallon from last week's
$3.53/g.

West Virginia- $3.55/g, down 3.8
cents per gallon from last week's
$3.58/g.

“With more confidence every day,
it appears the spring top is in: average
gas prices have started to cool off in
many areas. For now, few Americans
need to worry that gas prices are
going to skyrocket; the risk appears
to be behind us, with relief coming
in the weeks ahead," said Patrick De
Haan, head of petroleum analysis
at GasBuddy. "While the latter half
of the summer could potentially
see hurricane-related issues, I do
sense we've hit the top for now, and

his  daughter, Kelsey

service.

Forest Service hosts Kids Fishing Day

BLACKSBURG — The USDA
Forest Service, in partnership
with the Virginia Department
of Wildlife Resources, will host
Kids Fishing Day Saturday, May
4, 2024 at two locations.

This annual partnership
event will be at Cave Mountain
Lake, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. on
the Glenwood-Pedlar Ranger
District and Pandapas Pond
on the Eastern Divide Ranger
District, 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. Both
locations will be stocked with
trout in advance of this exciting
event open to children ages 3 to
15.

“The Kids Fishing Day
event is a great opportunity to
introduce children to fishing and
to the many outdoor recreation
opportunities on the George
Washington  and  Jefferson
National Forests,” said District
Ranger Lauren Stull.

Beginners can find tips for
getting started fishing on the
Virginia DWR website. Forest
Service staff with be available at
the event to offer advice.

Fishing is free at the event,

however state game laws for the
Youth Fisheries Program do apply.
Children are allowed to catch
and keep three trout, a minimum
of seven inches or longer, and
should bring their own poles and
any fishing supplies necessary
for catching fish. A reminder to
parents that only one pole per
person is allowed. A parent or
adult guardian must accompany
all children. Bring a picnic
lunch and spend the day. It is
anticipated that approximately
10 trophy fish will be included
in the stocking.

Cave Mountain Lake s
managed as a Youth-Only
Stocked Trout program by the
Virginia Department of Wildlife
Resources from April 1 through
June 15. Persons over the age of
15 years old may not fish in the
lake until after June 15.

Should the Kids Fishing Day
event need to be cancelled due to
rain or other concerns, a make-
up day of May 11 is reserved.

US Department ongriculture,
Forest Service

April 29, 2023: $3.41/g (U.S. Americans should be optimistic that
Average: $3.58/g) this summer will be very similar to
April 29, 2022: $4.03/g (U.S. last year, in line with our early 2024
Average: $4.16/g) expectations and likely not featuring
April 29, 2021: $2.73/g (U.S. record gasoline prices. I'm quite
Average: $2.89/g) excited the seasonal rise in gas prices
April 29, 2020: $1.68/g (U.S. appears to be over."
Average: $1.75/g)
April 29, 2019: $2.66/g (U.S. GasBuddy
B u d et from page 1
want to say comforting property  tax. The affect not only
to me, but It puts It rjise would also affect homeowners, but
Into perspective ofthe obile homes tax, business owners and
impact of five cents. personal property tax, schools as well.
NOV‘T’ these numbers machinery and tools “This is going to
aren't  exactly  the tax, and the aircraft hurt the small people,”
same for CVETY tax levy at various rates Supervisor M. Todd
person because every starting at 75 cents. King said.
person who owns 2 Members of the The vote to approve
home, that home’s poard  of Supervisors the tax increase passed
value is  different (pred their residents' four to three and then
than $300,000 concerns  about how again to approve the
.[average .ho.me COS raising taxes would budget as a whole.
in  Christiansburg]
pr $387.000 laverage [ Al Positions Available, SALE REP,

Blacksburg], so you
have to look at the
tax rate and do your
own math, but more
than 50 percent of the
people in this county
would have less than a
four dollar a week tax
increase.”

Bohn  said  she
understands tax
increases are difficult
but knowing that chis
increase is less than
hundreds of dollars
for residents annually
makes it possible to
allocate those funds
where they are most

monthly plu

needed.
The tax raise
in the budget will

not only affect real

As part of our expansion program, our company
is looking for part time Work from home Account
Manager and sales representatives, it pays $1700

time. Please contact us for more details. Require-
ments - Should be computer literate. 2-3 hours
access to the internet weekly. Must be over 24yrs
of age. Must be Efficient and Dedicated. If you
are interested and need more information,
contact: Kenneth.bbraun.com@outlook.com

for more details.

ACCOUNTANT and MANY MORE

Bookkeeper * Cashier * Payroll

e Customer Service
¢ Account Coordinator

* Finance * Business * Marketing
* Admissions Representative
* Office Clerk * Help Desk Assistant

s benefits and takes only little of your
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From Jim’s Diner to drones delivering hamburgers

One of my law partners recently sent me an
article in a national publication about the start of
drone deliveries from a Wendy’s in Christiansburg.
I remember several years ago when Google did
something similar in town.

Most of my close friends know I am a proud native
of Christiansburg and so they are on the lookout
for any news they can pass along. Last year it was a
story about the Starlite Drive In Theatre celebrating
its 70th season (the same year I celebrated mine -
coincidence? I think not!).

There was another less flattering article several
years ago about Christiansburg being “the noisiest
town in Virginia” that one of my friends made sure
[ saw. I believe the title was bestowed because of
attempts to adopt a noise ordinance, and I think
there was a connection with the Starlite and the
noise that comes from an outdoor theatre. I don’t
remember the details.

I assured my friends that I had been to the Starlite
many times during my high school years and that the
town I remembered was quiet, almost eerily quiet in
the evening. I remember lying in bed in the summer
time with the windows open and listening to the
trains rumble through the depot in Cambria. Later,
to our neighborhood’s chagrin, we were serenaded
by the whine of trucks on I-81 when it was built just
a couple of hills over from Cherry Lane. You could
stand in my Aunt Mary Alma’s backyard on the hill
at the end of our street and watch the traffic going
across what had been beautiful farm land just a few
years earlier.

All of this started me thinking about how much
things can change in a lifetime. I really don’t think
of myself as that old, but documentary evidence and
my body parts might support the contrary position.
Thinking about drones delivering burgers to homes
in Christiansburg gave me pretty good fodder for a
column on change.

Before I came along in the 50, I don’t think
many people in Christiansburg “ate out” much. Most
families fixed most of their meals at home and grew
most of their own vegetables and shopped for staples
at a couple of locally owned groceries. Both of my
grandparents’ houses, which were only a few blocks
apart off Park Street, had chicken coops and gardens
in the backyards. Most of our neighbors on Cherry
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Lane had gardens too. Folks did a lot of canning. I
still have nightmares of eating canned tomatoes and
green beans that in my mind had been on the shelves
in our basement since the Revolutionary War.

For my first 10 years or so there were no “chains”
around - no Krogers, no McDonald’s, no Lowe’s.
The only restaurants I remember were locally
owned - Bartletts on Roanoke Street and The Palace
Restaurant on Main, and Jim’s Diner, located in
an old abandoned streetcar near First National
Bank on the Square. In the early 60’s, Stone’s came
along. Grant’s Tavern was the “fine dining” in the
area, a nice southern tavern owned by family friend
Zenie Grant, a place we only went on very special
occasions. The Farmhouse opened around the time I
turned 10, offering a unique experience for the area.
Both Grant’s and The Farmhouse catered more to
Blacksburg and the Tech crowd, Christiansburgers
being much more proletariat and frugal.

Fast food came to Christiansburg in the form
of Ray’s Hamburgers around the time I was in the
seventh or eighth grade. It was a BIG DEAL - owned
I believe by a group out of North Carolina which
actually had several of them. I recall you could get
two hamburgers, french fries, and a milk shake for
$.99. It became an after school and weekend favorite
- the novelty of food sitting on heating trays or under
hot lamps and being served within seconds after you
ordered was more than we could comprehend. It was
next to the Gammon house on Radford Road, near
the intersection of Route 11 and Route 8, no doubt
figuring in the company’s decision to come to town.
As T recall, the Gammon family did not enjoy Ray’s
as much as the rest of us, soon growing weary of
trying to get the grease smell out of their clothes and
picking up hamburger wrappers in their yard. Such
are the consequences of progress I guess.

We did have wonderful drive-ins in that era. Lyon’s
#1 (currently Dude’s) on the Roanoke Road and
Lyon’s #2 on Radford Road, across from the road to
Round Meadow Country Club, allowed you to sit in
your car and order and eat much better burgers and
fries than any fast food place, then or now, offered.
Sorry Sonic, but you're no Dude’s.

I spent many a Friday night eating at one or the
other of the Lyon’s with my friends, bemoaning
another football loss or another failed romance. On
Sunday nights my folks would drive to Bill’s Drive-in
in Riner, treating themselves to foot long hot dogs -
still among the best dogs I have ever had. I remember
their debates as to whether or not to get onions,
something I didn’t understand. Drive-ins are among
my best memories of growing up when and where I
did, whether they served food or entertainment.

Another favorite eating establishment of mine was
the Hamburger Shack run by Dude’s brother Bobby
and his lovely wife Joyce. It was in the back of the
building of what was then Gates Florist, down the
hill from the primary school on Wades Lane where
I washed windows and scrubbed floors for a couple
of summers in high school and college. I ate there as
often as I could afford.

I'll conclude by a thought on drones flying over
my old hometown, swooping in to drop off burgers
and nuggets (I wonder if they can get Frosties there
in a timely manner?). The story involves my dad and
his great friend and our next door neighbor J.C.
“Colin” Grimes (always just “Grimes” to my dad).

When I was very young and before the land behind
the houses on our street had been developed, the
residents had gardens and fruit trees in their lower
lots. My Dad and Grimes would sit in the Grimes’
backyard on summer evenings and chew tobacco
(a horribly strong plug as I recall, not for “amateur
chewers”) and just enjoy shooting the breeze and
being together.

The bane of their existence on those simple nights
was witnessing the destruction done by black birds
to their corn plants and grape vines and apple trees.
So, being the country boys they were, they would
have their 22 rifles across their laps and occasionally
take a shot to scare the offenders away.

I imagine they would feel the same way today
about drones invading their tranquility.

Delegate details service on
state commissions and boards

In last week’s column, I gave you
an update on the General Assembly’s
reconvened session, in which we
sustained all of Governor Glenn
Youngkin’s vetoes and set May 13 as
a return date to continue our work

Delegate
Jason Ballard

Virginia General Assembly

legislative proposals that may be of
benefit to Virginia Veterans. It is
this dedication to those who served
our country selflessly that helps
keep Virginia as the most Veteran-
friendly state in the nation.

on the Commonwealth’s budget. 'm

As you can probably tell by

confident that the General Assembly the S(_’UthWCSt Virginia ngher the name, the I-81 Advisory
will be able to reach a consensus Educatlon. Commlttee. My service  Committee provides advice
spending plan that doesnt raise OO the Opioid Abatement Authority  and  recommendations — to the
taxes while investing responsibly =~ contunues through  my current  Commonwealth Transportation
in the core functions of our state elected term, and [ have been ne\fvly Board — regarding the development
government. I look forward to appemted to the Appalachian 4 the 1-81 Corridor Improvement
updating you in more detail once Region  Interstate Compact  plan. We continue to make headway
our work on the budget is complete, Commission. on improvements to this vital

but in the meantime, I'd like to
share some exciting news about
the various state commissions and
boards that I have been appointed
to by the Speaker of the House.
State boards and commissions
serve important functions as they
analyze public policy and suggest
improvements over various subject
matters. I'm very pleased to have
been reappointed to the Virginia
Board of Veterans Services, the
[-81 Advisory Committee, and

The Board of Veterans Services
is responsible for monitoring the
welfare of Virginia’s Veterans and
setting policies to enhance their
services across the Commonwealth.
This is a responsibility that — as a
veteran — | take very seriously. A
subset of the Board of Veterans

Services, the Joint Leadership
Council  of  Veterans  Service
Organizations (JLC for short),
keeps the administration and

General Assembly up to date on all

interstate, and I'm hopeful that
increased funding in the biennial
budget will further expedite projects
that have already been approved.
The Southwest Virginia Higher
Education Committee governs the
SWVA Higher Education Center in
Abingdon, which is the first multi-
college and university institution
of higher education in the
Commonwealth. This institution

See Delegate, page 8

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

9

12
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10. African nation
11. Someone who has
13. Parties

23. Area once separated from 52, What a boy becomes
Germany

25. Marketplace
26. Gode Airport

53. Breezes (anc. Greek)
55. Jogged
56. At the stern

15. Subsystem producers

27. Upset 57. Lawrencium 17. Large, flightless birds
28. Where wrestlers sweat ~ 58. Destructive to both sides 18. Compromises visibility
30. Garland 63. Arterias 21. A ballet enthusiast

31. Robert _, poet 65. Removes 23. More (Spanish)

49, Type of terrier
astakein 51_ Disfigure
54, Innermost cell layers
59. Bar bill
60. Distinct period of history
61. Mode of transportation |
62. Equal (prefix)
64. Operating system
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Dogs & Livestock
IIﬂ-\l\'w'llq
=

When veterinary care is
unavailable or unaffordable,
ask for Happy Jack® animal

healthcare products. For

dogs, horses, & cats.

At Tractor Supply® &
Southern States..
www.happyjackinc.com

Yard Sales -

Botetourt County

Estate/Yard Sale
Saturday 9-3

rain or shine
2667 Prices BIuff.

Three buildings full of
vintage items, tools,
hardware, picnic table,
lawn ornaments,
furniture, glassware,
cookware, brass, wicker,
roosters, coins, knives,
jewelry, Barbies, DVDs,
lots of dollar items,
much more.

Yard Sales - Salem

YARD SALE
Downsizing!
Saturday, May 4,
8:00-1:00
Indoor & outdoor furniture,
lamps, dishes, art, home
décor, bedding, area rugs,
luggage, yeti cooler,
all clad roaster never
used,
queen size blow up bed
with linens and bedskirt
like new.
Designer shoes, purses,
derby and church hats.
Battery lawn mower used
once, Dewalt and
BlacknDecker drills, saws,
hook, hangers, ladders,
Stanley tool and nail
boxes, saw horses,
clamps, hoses, garden
pots, round up and brush
killer, sprayers.

1511 Kingsmill Drive,
Salem in Woodbrige
subdivision.
RAIN DATE
May 11.

Notice of Public
Auction
Bath and Hotel
Fixtures
2635 Roanoke
Street,
Christiansburg, VA
24073
Days Inn
Christiansburg

New in Boxes Bath and
Hotel Fixtures

Sale Starts: Friday, May
10th, 2024 12:00 Noon

Fixtures Include: 50 plus 60
x30 x 14.25 Profit steel
Bathtubs Left and Right, 60
plus Chair Height
Commodes, 35 plus A
Grade 800 x 1600 x 9mm
Sink Countertops, Bhukhara
Vitrified Tile, Tub Tile, Full
and King Size Headboards,
100 plus Delta Shower
Heads, Plumbing Fittings,
Supply Lines, Full Length
Mirrors, 36" ROund Mirrors,
40 plus Night Stands, Blu
Vinyl Lounge Chairs, 25
plus LED Lighted Mirrors,
45 Plus Bench Seats and
many more items too
numerous to mention!

All ltems Must Be Removed
at the Conclusion of this
Auction!

Terms of Sale for Personal
Property: Cash, Checks,
Visa or Master Card. A 13%
buyer’s premium will be
charged, 3% will be waived
if payment is made by cash
or check.

Sale is Being Conducted by:
Larry J. Linkous, VAAL #3

For Further Information,
call: 540.961.2608 or check
website at www
Jlinkousauctioneers.com

All information contained in
this listing was derived from
sources believed to be
correct, but is not
guaranteed. Any
announcement made from
the auction stand shall take
precedence over any
printed material.

Help Wanted -

General
Pianist Wanted

Troutville Baptist church is
seeking a pianist to provide
accompaniment for services

and choir rehearsals.
Parttime, salaried,
for more information

Troutvillebaptistchurchpc@

gmail.com

Help Wanted -

Health Care

Catawba Hospital
is now hiring floor
technicians and
housekeepers!

Starting pay is $15/hr+
depending on experience.
Excellent Benefits including
affordable health insurance,
VRS retirement plan, and
12 days of Paid Time Off!

Please apply on our
website,
https://dbhds.virginia.gov/fa
cilities/catawba/employment
-opportunities
Contact Austin Grasty for
details
Ph: (540) 375-4368
Email:
austin.grasty@dbhds.virgini
a.gov

Legals - Botetourt

County

TRUSTEE’S SALE
OF 423
TINKERVIEW
DRIVE,
CLOVERDALE, VA
24077.

In execution of a certain
Deed of Trust dated
October 31, 2016, in the
original principal amount of
$114,075.00 recorded in the
Clerk’s Office, Circuit Court
for Botetourt County,
Virginia as Instrument No.
160004078. The
undersigned Substitute
Trustee will offer for sale at
public auction in the front of
the Circuit Court building for
Botetourt County, Main
Street, Fincastle, VA 24090,
or any such temporary
alternative Circuit Court
location designated by the
Judges of the Circuit Court,
on May 31, 2024, at 10:30
AM, the property described
in said Deed of Trust,
located at the above
address, and more
particularly described as
follows: UNIT 2004 OF
PHASE IV, ACCORDING
TO THE PLAT SHOWING
PHASE IV SUBDIVISION
OF TINKERVIEW
TOWNHOUSE
PROPERTY, BLUE RIDGE
MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT,
DATED JUNE 30, 1988,
PREPARED BY MATTERN
& CRAIG, CERTIFIED
LAND SURVEYORS, OF
RECORD IN THE CLERK'S
OFFICE OF THE CIRCUIT
COURT FOR THE
COUNTY OF
BOTETOURT, VIRGINIA,
IN PLAT BOOK 12, PAGE
166. TERMS OF SALE:
ALL CASH. A bidder’s
deposit of ten percent (10%)
of the sale price or ten
percent (10%) of the original
principal balance of the
subject Deed of Trust,
whichever is lower, in the
form of cash or certified
funds payable to the
Substitute Trustee must be
present at the time of the
sale. The balance of the
purchase price will be due
within fifteen (15) days of
sale, otherwise Purchaser’s
deposit may be forfeited to
Trustee. Time is of the
essence. If the sale is set
aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall
be entitled to a return of the
deposit paid. The Purchaser
may, if provided by the
terms of the Trustee’s
Memorandum of
Foreclosure Sale, be
entitled to a $50
cancellation fee from the
Substitute Trustee, but shall
have no further recourse
against the Mortgagor, the
Mortgagee or the
Mortgagee’s attorney. A
form copy of the Trustee’s
memorandum of foreclosure
sale and contract to
purchase real property is
available for viewing at
www.bwwsales.com.
Additional terms, if any, to
be announced at the sale
and the Purchaser may be
given the option to execute
the contract of sale
electronically. This is a
communication from a debt
collector and any
information obtained will be
used for that purpose. The
sale is subject to seller
confirmation. Substitute
Trustee: Equity Trustees,
LLC, 8100 Three Chopt
Road, Suite 240, Richmond,
VA 23229. For more
information contact: BWW
Law Group, LLC, attorneys
for Equity Trustees, LLC,
6003 Executive Blvd, Suite
101, Rockville, MD 20852,
301-961-6555, website:
www.bwwsales.com. VA-
369557-1.

Order of

Publication
Commonwealth of Virginia
VA Code§§ 1-211.1; 8.01-
316,20-104
Case No. CWF2200000-10
BOTETOURT COUNTY
Circuit Court, 5 WEST
MAIN STREET,
FINCASTLE, VA 24090

YthILMes&engQ i New CASTLERBRECORD

Legals - Botetourt
County

Commonwealth of Virginia,
in re ESTATE OF
CHARLES MATTHEW
BARTON, DECEASED v.

The object of this suit is to:
SHOW CAUSE AGAINST
PAYMENT AND DELIVERY
OF ASSETS IN
INSOLVENT ESTATE.

It appearing that
a report of the accounts of
James A. McClure,
Administrator of the Estate
of Charles Matthew Barton,
deceased, and the debts
and demands against the
estate have been filed in the
Clerk’s Office and that six
months have elapsed since
the qualification, on motion
of the personal
representative, it is
ORDERED that the
creditors of, and all others
interested in, the Estate of
Charles Mathew Barton
show cause, if any they can,
on the 13" day of May
2024, at 11:00 a.m., before
this Court at its Courthouse
at 1 Main Street, Fincastle,
Virginia, against the
payment and delivery of the
assets in the insolvent
estate, pursuant to Virginia
Code §64.2-528, to the
creditors as listed on
Schedule B of the Motion
for Entry of Show Cause
Order previously filed in this
matter. It is ORDERED that
the foregoing portion of this
Order be published once a
week for two successive
weeks in the Fincastle
Herald, a newspaper having
general circulation in the
County of Botetourt,
Virginia.
Enter: April 11, 2024
Leslianne Smith
Clerk
| ask for this:
Lenden A. Eakin (VSB
#23885)
FERRIS & EAKIN, P.C.
22 Luck Avenue, SW
Roanoke, Va 24011
Phone: 540-345-1000
Fax: 540-344-6608
Email: Lenden@rvalaw.com
Counsel for James A.
McClure, Administrator of
the Estate of Charles
Matthew Barton, deceased

Legals - City of

Salem

Notice is hereby
given to all
interested persons
that the City of
Salem Planning

Commission,
at its regular meeting on
May 15, 2024, at 7:00 p.m.,
in Council Chambers, City
Hall, 114 North Broad
Street, in the City of Salem,
Virginia, will hold a public
hearing, pursuant to
Sections 15.2-2204 and
15.2-2285 of the Code of
Virginia, as amended, to
consider approval of the
following requests relative
to the CODE OF THE CITY
OF SALEM, VIRGINIA:

Consider the request of JBN
Investments, LLC, property

owner, for the issuance of a

Special Exception Permit to
allow the conversion of a

single-family dwelling into a
two-family dwelling on the

property located at 324
Pennsylvania Avenue, (Tax
Map # 120-6-3).

Copies of the proposed
plans, ordinances or
amendments may be

examined in the Office of

Community Development,

21 South Bruffey Street,
Salem, Virginia.

At said hearing, parties in
interest and citizens shall
have an opportunity to be
heard relative to the said
requests.

THE PLANNING
COMMISSION OF THE
CITY OF SALEM, VIRGINIA

BY: Christopher J. Dorsey
Executive Secretary

Legals - City of
Salem

portion of 860 Mount
Vernon Lane (Tax Map
#'s 41-1-1, 41-1-2, 41-1-3,
41-1-4, 41-1-5, 41-1-6, and
a portion of 44-3-
10) from RSF Residential
Single Family to PUD
Planned Unit District.

No formal action by Council
will take place at the May
13, 2024 meeting. Council
action for the required first
and second reading of the

ordinance will be scheduled
for future Council meeting

agendas.

Copies of the proposed
plans, ordinances or
amendments may be

examined in the Office of
Community Development,
21 South Bruffey Street,
Salem, Virginia.

At said hearing, parties in
interest and citizens shall
have an opportunity to be
heard relative to the said
requests.

THE COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF SALEM, VIRGINIA
BY:

H. Robert Light
Clerk of Council

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

Pursuant to Section 22.1-
29.1 of the Code of Virginia,
as amended to date, notice

is hereby given that the
Council of the City of Salem
will hold a public hearing at
6:30 p.m., May 28, 2024, in
the Council Chambers, City
Hall, 114 North Broad
Street, Salem, Virginia, to
receive views of citizens
within the Salem School
District regarding an
appointment to fill the
unexpired term ending
12/31/2026 of one member
on the City of Salem School
Board.

All candidates seeking
appointment must submit a
letter of interest and résumé

to the Deputy Clerk of

Council. Submissions are
requested prior to noon on

Friday, May 24, 2024,
however, in all cases must

be submitted prior to the
closing of the public
hearing.

THE COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF SALEM, VIRGINIA
H. Robert Light
Clerk of Salem City Council

Legals -

Montgomery
County

Order of

Publication
Commonwealth of Virginia
VA Code§§ 1-211.1; 8.01-

316,20-104
Case N0.CL24000530-00
MONTGOMERY COUNTY
Circuit Court, 55 EAST
MAIN STREET, SUITE 1,
CHRISTIANSBURG, VA
24073 Commonwealth of
Virginia, in re ERIC
RANDALE BRYANT v.
CHRISTINA MARIE
BRYANT
The object of this suit is to:
DIVORCE. It is ORDERED
that CHRISTINA MARIE
BRYANT appear at the
above-named court and
protect his/her interests on
or before JUNE 5, 2024.
APRIL 2, 2024
ROBERT M.D. TURK,
JUDGE
TIFFANY M. COUCH,
CLERK

ALEM TIMESweREGIST

Notice is hereby
given to all
interested persons
that the Council of
the City of Salem,

at its regular meeting on
Monday, May 13, 2024, at
6:30 p.m., in the Community
Room, Salem Civic
Center, 1001 Roanoke
Boulevard, in the City of
Salem, Virginia, will hold a
public hearing,
pursuant to Sections 15.2-
2204 and 15.2-2285 of the
Code of Virginia, as
amended, to consider
the following request
relative to the CODE OF
THE CITY OF SALEM,
VIRGINIA:

Consider the request of
Virginia Baptist Children's
Home (dba HopeTree
Family Services), property
owner, for rezoning the
properties located at
1000 block Red Lane and a

TRUSTEE'S SALE
PARCEL OF LAND
LOCATED IN:
West Ward of the
City of Radford,
Virginia
Containing 0.2479
acres, more or less
Commonly Known
as: 1002 West
Main Street,
Radford, Virginia

IN EXECUTION OF A
CERTAIN DEED OF
TRUST OF RECORD IN
THE CLERK'S OFFICE OF
THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
RADFORD CITY,
VIRGINIA, AS
INSTRUMENT NO.
201100838, DATED
AUGUST 29, 2011,
WHEREAS, BY DEED OF
BARGAIN AND SALE AND
ASSUMPTION DATED
SEPTEMBER 1, 2016,
RECORDED IN THE
AFORESAID CLERK’S
OFFICE AS INSTRUMENT
NO: 201600804 THE DEED
OF TRUST WAS
ASSUMED BY MARK
BROOKNER. DEFAULT
HAVING BEEN MADE IN
THE PAYMENT OF THE
DEBT THEREIN SECURED
AND BEING REQUIRED
TO DO SO BY THE
NOTEHOLDER, THE

News Messer%gc_:.;,\

Legals -

Montgomery
County

UNUVERSIGNED
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE,
AFTER GIVING
FOURTEEN (14) DAYS
DUE NOTICE TO THE
OWNERS OF THE REAL
ESTATE OF THE DATE,
TIME, PLACE AND TERMS
OF SALE, WILL OFFER
FOR SALE AT PUBLIC
AUCTION, IN FRONT OF
THE RADFORD CITY
COURTHOUSE LOCATED
AT 619 SECOND STREET,
RADFORD, VIRGINIA, ON
THE 9th DAY OF MAY,
2024, AT 10:00 AM., THE
REAL ESTATE WITH
IMPROVEMENTS
THEREON KNOWN AND
DESCRIBED AS
FOLLOWS:

Al that certain tracts or
parcels of land, with the
improvements thereon and
the appurtenances
thereunto belonging,
situate, lying and being in
the City of Radford, Virginia,
and described as follows:
BEING all of Lots 28 and
29, part of Lots 27, 30, 34,
35, Section 1, Plan C,
Radford Land and
Improvement Company
Lots, containing 0.2479
acres (10,800 sq. ft.), as
designated and described
on a plat of survey entitled,
Physical Survey Lots 28, 29
and Part of Lots 27, 30, 34,
35 Section 1, Plan C
Radford Land and
Improvement Co. West
Ward City of Radford,
Virginia for Ronald R.
Sowers", dated August 23,
2011, Job No. 565811, by
James Conrad Groseclose,
I, Land Surveyor, Mathews
and Henegar Inc.,
professional engineers and
land surveyors, a copy of
which is attached hereto
and made a part hereof and
reference is hereby made to
said plat of survey for a
more accurate description
of the property herein
conveyed.

Tax Map Number: 13-(5)-
SEC 1-27A-28-29-30A-
34A+
Account Number:
020000684.
Commonly Known As:
1002 West Main Street,
Radford, Virginia

SALE WILL BE MADE
SUBJECT TO ALL
EXISTING EASEMENTS
AND RESTRICTIVE
COVENANTS AS THE
SAME MAY LAWFULLY
AFFECT THE REAL
ESTATE.

TERMS OF SALE: CASH,
SETTLEMENT WITHIN
FIFTEEN (15) DAYS OF

SALE. A BIDDERS
DEPOSIT OF TEN
PERCENT (10%) MAY BE
REQUIRED.

PLACE OF SALE:
FRONT OF RADFORD
CITY COURTHOUSE, AT
619 SECOND STREET,
RADFORD, VIRGINIA

DATE OF SALE:
MAY 9, 2024

TIME OF SALE:
10:00 A.M.

Daniel D. Hamrick, PC
Substitute Trustee
By: Daniel D. Hamrick,
Agent
For Daniel D. Hamrick, PC

FOR INFORMATION
CONTACT:

Daniel D. Hamrick, Agent
Daniel D. Hamrick, P.C.
104 South Franklin Street
Christiansburg, VA 24073
(540) 382-0131

Legals -

Montgomery
County

for the creation of three (3)
parcels is currently under
review by the Planning and
Engineering Department.

Persons affected by or
interested in this Agricultural
and Forestal District
withdrawal may appear and
present their views. After
the hearing, the Planning
Commission will take action.
Copies of the request and
all related items may be
found online at
www.blacksburg.gov/public
hearings or reviewed in
person at the Blacksburg
Planning and Building
Department, 400 South
Main Street, Blacksburg,
Virginia.

You may also call the office
at (540) 443-1300 for more
information. Individuals with
disabilities who require
special assistance to attend
and participate in the public
hearing on the above
should contact the Planning
& Building Department at
(540) 443-1300, or (540)-
443-1000-TDD.

STATEWIDE

RADFORD

Montgomery
County

Order of

Publication
Commonwealth of Virginia
VA Code§§ 1-211.1; 8.01-

316,20-104
Case No.CL23001539-00
MONTGOMERY COUNTY
Circuit Court, 55 EAST
MAIN STREET, SUITE 1,
CHRISTIANSBURG, VA
24073 Commonwealth of
Virginia, in re REBECCA
LYNN AKERS BOYD v.
TIMOTHY RALPH BOYD
The object of this suit is to:
DIVORCE. It is ORDERED
that TIMOTHY RALPH
BOYD appear at the above-
named court and protect
his/her interests on or
before JUNE 26,2024.
April 22, 2024
Robert M.D. Turk,
JUDGE

THE
LASSIFIEDS-

Where the Deals Are!

STATEWIDE

It’s not just a generat
It’s a power move.

Receive a free 7-year warranty with qualifying
purchase* - valued at $735.

Call 844-947-1479 to
schedule your free quote!

*Terms and Condtions apply.

BATH
REMODEL

|

YOUR BATHROOM. YOUR WAY.

IN'AS LITTLE AS

ONE DAY

CALL NOW
877.460.5348

GENERAC
|

SPECIAL OFFER
Waiving All
Installation

Notice of Public
Hearing
Town of

Blacksburg
Planning
Commission
Tuesday, May 7,
2024

Notice is hereby given that
the Planning Commission of
the Town of Blacksburg will
conduct a public hearing on

Tuesday, May 7, 2024
during its meeting beginning

at 6:30 PM in the Roger E.

Hedgepeth Council

Chamber, 300 South Main

St, Blacksburg, VA on the

following item:

AFD-24-1/ORD 2052-
Withdrawal of 3.036 acres
of land from the Agricultural
and Forestal District at 701
Bishop Road (Tax Map No.
137-T-A-1, Parcel #
006339) by James and
Carol Burger (property
owner).

Request to withdraw 3.036
acres of land from the Town
of Blacksburg Agricultural
and Forestal District (AFD)
at 701 Bishop Road by
James and Carol Burger. A
minor subdivision
application (SUB 23-0006)

& Say “NO" to Cleaning
Out Vour Glmers

20%

Your Entire Purchase*

LET THE PROS | oy
HANDLE IT!

Filter

PROTECTION

Protect Your Home
With LeafFilter.

OI-'I-'

Seniors + Military

++ We offer financing that fits your budget!*

CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!

1-877-614-6667
B e [

IN ADVERTISING!

To place your ad,
call 389-9355
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STATEWIDE ADS STATEWIDE ADS STATEWIDE ADS STATEWIDE ADS STATEWIDE ADS STATEWIDE ADS STATEWIDE ADS

AUCTIONS

ATTN. AUCTIONEERS:
Advertise your upcoming
auctions statewide and
in other states. Affordable
Print and Digital Solutions
reaching your target
audiences.  Call this
paper or Landon Clark at
Virginia Press Services
804-521-7576, landonc@
vpa.net

Starting at $350 Call
804-739-8207 for More
Details! Ronnie Jenkins Il
Windows, Siding, Roofing
and Gultters! FREE
Estimates! Call 804-739-
8207 for More Details!
American Made Products!

Prepare for power
outages today with a
Generac Home Standby
Generator. Act now to

installation + Additional
10% off install (for military,
health workers & 1st
responders.) Call
Metal Roofs: 1-844-902-
4611

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today.

time! Call today! Financing
available. Call Safe Step

com.

Available. Call Today! DIVORCE-Uncontested, discount plan. Do not Publishing-Trusted by
1-844-945-1631 $475+$86 court cost. wait! Call now! Get your  Authors Since 1920. Book
WILLS-$295.00. No FREE Dental Information  manuscript submissions

Erie  Safe Step. North  court appearance. Kit with all the details! currently being reviewed.
America’s #1 Walk-In Tub.  Estimated completion  1-888-550-3083 www. Comprehensive
Comprehensive lifetime time twenty-one days. dental50plus.com/virginia  Services:  Consultation,
warranty. Top-of-the-line  Hilton Oliver, Attorney #6258 Production, Promotion
installation and service. (Facebook). 757-490- and Distribution. Call for
Now featuring our FREE 0126. Se Habla Espanol. Become a Published Your Free Author's Guide
shower package and BBB Member. https:// Author. We want to Read  1-888-366-7596 or visit
$1600 Off for a limited hiltonoliverattorneyva. Your Book! Dorrance dorranceinfo.com/vapress

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted

receive a FREE 7-Year 20% off Entire Purchase. 1-877-591-9950 Portable Oxygen
FISH/FARMS warranty with qualifying Plus 10% Senior & Concentrator May Be IN A‘S LITTLE AS A DAY
purchase. Call 1-844-947-  Military Discounts. Call Jacuzzi Bath Remodel Covered by Medicare! L .
Live Fish for stocking 1479 today to schedule 1-877-614-6667 can install a new, custom Reclaim  independence slooo OFF
ponds. Many varieties a free quote. It's not just bath or shower in as and mobility with the
available. Delivery to your ~ a generator. It's a power The bathroom of your little as one day. For compact design and long- AND
pond or pickup available. move. dreamsinaslittteas1day. a limited time, waving lasting battery of Inogen J No Payments & No Interest
Call Zetts Fish Farm & Limited Time Offer-$1000 ALL installation costs! One. Free information kit! | For 18 Months™
Hatchery for information Replace your roof with the  off or No Payments and (Additional terms apply. Call 888-608-4974 as
304-995-9202, Cell 304- best looking and longest No Interest for 18 months  Subject to change and — CIEEREXRRESS 2028
820-6986. lasting material steel from  for customers who qualify. vary by dealer. (Offer DENTAL INSURANCE ol ot et s o ol o el s
Erie Metal Roofs! Three BCI Bath & Shower. Many  ends 6/30/24.) Call 1-877- from Physicians Mutual BATH & ot aned o o . Ot i my
HOME IMPROVEMENT styles and multiple colors  options available. Quality =~ 460-5348 Insurance Company. SHOWER gy s e s /3.t dceshi s neendeny oned nd
available. Guaranteed materials & professional Coverage for 350 plus CALL 945-1631 opeee." i porty necin s vl for s osomes o ol e
Vinyl Replacement  to last a lifetime! Limited installation. Senior  SERVICES procedures. Real dental nNow (844) 945- e . 2N M
Windows Installed!  Time Offer up to 50% off &  Military  Discounts insurance - NOT just a

NESS RVICES DIREGTOR

540 404-9598

1002 APPERSON DR - SALEM, VIRGINIA 24153
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7/ Roanoke]
and 104.3 FM

CBS SPORTS
RADIO

Lisa Martin, REALTOR®
Serving the industry for 30+ years
Roanoke Valley & Blue Ridge Mountains
Premier, REALTORS

(540) 597-0480

9,
ROANOKE'’S #2 NEWS Lisa@Lisa2buy.com « www.Lisa2buy.com
TALK AND SPORTS 1638 Roanoke Road, Suite 101
RADIO STATION Daleville, VA 24083
(Nielsen Fall 2022 book) BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
www.foxradioroanoke.com HomeServices

(540) 343-7109

[E @ A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

“YMHC

ooooo Healrth Cenrer

Craig County Health Center
226 Market Street - New Castle, VA
Phone: (540) 864-6390 Fax: (540) 864-6356

*Physical Exams * X-ray Services
* Laboratory Services * Acute Care
*Mental Health Services * Well Baby Checks
ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Acorn Stairlifts & Liftkar Lifts

ADL-Advances For
Daily Living

Sales, Service, Install
New or Used Rentals

*,g * ** f* x  Residential and
Folll Commercial
oA /[ A Construction
540-966-0688
* BUILDING PO Box 630
o xx* Daleville, VA 24083

www.southerntracellc.com

CARPET
RE-STRETCHING!

STEVEN W. DURRANCE
FLOORS
Repairs ® New Sales ¢ Expert
540-776-9591

Cell: 540-353-7908

Licensed & Insured
carpetroanoke.com

Sunflooring Inc.
STEVE SMITH

With over 40 years of experience

Specializing in Hardwood Floors,
Hardwood Refinishing, Laminate Flooring,
Engineered Floors, Ceramic Tile,
Carpet and Luxury Vinyl Plank

540-556-3100

EADES & LOWER INSURANCE
5007 Carriage Dr., Suite 100 ?Eb

WE BUY
COIN
COLLECTIONS

Top money paid
FREE estimates

P.O. Box 21483 | ‘
Roanoke, VA 24018 °%e, =

SHERRI STINNETTE HOLT
INSURANCE AGENT

Cell (540)819-9179 « Office (540)981- 1124 o
Fax (540) 981-1266
sherri@eadesandlower.com
www.eadesandlower.com

AUTO | HOME
BUSINESS | LIFE

Windy Ridge Tree
& Mulching Service

Contact us today for a free quote!
540-473-5176
fincastletreedr@gmail.com
windyridgetreedr.com

Contact us at
540-988-2420

Colonial ‘Title

and Settlement

Serving the Greater Botetourt & Roanoke Valley
communities with all your real estate needs
for residential, commercial, construction with
MLA services, Assist with 1031 Real Estate
Exchanges, Purchases, Refinances and More!!!!

Call Loretta, Debbie or Kristi
for your next move!

940-966-1260
1215 Roanoke Road, Daleville

STIHL PARTS & SERVICE
““ga New and Used Equipment & Parts Available on All Brands
Sale! Husqvarna » CubCadet « Toro « MTD « Murray « Echo

SENIOR FOR
SENIORS

PAINTING &
RESIDENTIAL
MAINTENANCE,

Gell:
540-293-4271

Poulan « Honda « Mulch « Top Soil « Fill Dirt « Firewood « Sand

Gravel « Brick Chips « (Tandem Truck Hauling « Excavating « Grading)

Specialized Saw & Mowet, Inc.

+John King, President 3954 West Main Street, Salem

+ Shelley Buchannan, Mgr. (540) 380'3901

+ Jo Maitland, Office Mgr.

+ Credit Available
« Equipment Rental

(Sales and Service) Pick Up & Delivery Available

HARDWOOD King's Hauling & Excavating, Inc.

FLO ORS sa“e +Housing Foundations ~ John King, President « Septic Tanks
+Land Clearing +Yard Grading

° Cleaning + Stump Removal % « Demolition Work
) +Road Building _—~y +Tandem &Tri-Axle

. WaXlng + Pond Building DA E R4 + Dump Truck Hauling

« Beautification

540-776-9591
Cell: 540-353-7908

3954 West Main Street, Salem -
(540) 380-3901 Aisphalt Milling

ENART

MOTOR COMPANY
GMIC A <L7
Robbie Caldwell
540-444-4444

vt [ Rory “Tater” Benson,
- REALTOR®

540.353.7173 cell

540.989.4555 office

tbenson@mkbrealtors.com B AG

A GREAT DEAL IN THE
Bl CLASSIFIEDS!

Ei";,,?{g%% m To place your ad,
ucro:zpm;siv EQUALHOUSING COUNCIL REAETOIRS Call 389-9355
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BHS athletes 31gn to play at next level

Cameron Lee

Mia Littlejohn

BLACKSBURG - Nine student athletes at Blacksburg
High School are continuing their careers at the collegiate
level — Sean DeLorenzo, Cameron Lee, Mia Littlejohn,
Allie McDonald, Eric Metrey, Michael Mullins, Evelyn
Rhoads, Audrey Stenger and Bode Thompson — are all
slated to sign pen to paper today, Wednesday, May 1, in
the school’s gymnasium.

Sean Delorenzo, a senior boys soccer captain,
has committed to play collegiate soccer and continue

his academic and athletic career at the University of |

Lynchburg. Sean has led the varsity soccer team in goals
his sophomore and junior years, achieving All District
and All Region honors both years.

Throughout his career, he has played club soccer
for Virginia United and VBR Star in the Elite Clubs
Regional League and United Soccer League Academy.
Sean is a two-time Virginia State Cup Champion with
his club teams, winning in 2022 and 2023. Sean holds a
4.1 GPA and has been selected to the Westover Honors
program at the University of Lynchburg.

Cameron Lee, a senior at Blacksburg High School,
began her runningjourney in the spring of her sophomore
year. She will attend George Mason University in the fall
where she has committed to run cross country, indoor
track and outdoor track for GMU.

She will study government and international politics.
Lee has trained continuously since she began running
competitively in the spring of 2022. Since that time, she
discovered she had found her true sport as a middle-
distance runner. In 2022, she earned a spot on the
BHS Cross Country Team, which won the 2022 State
Championship.

Later at Indoor Regions in 2024, she became a Region
Champion by winning the 500-meter dash. A short
time after that meet, at the State Championship meet,
she was the lead off runner on two BHS relay teams,
the 4x400-meter relay team and the 4x800-meter relay
team. She and her teammates won both relay races and
she became a state champion in each of those events.

Mia Littlejohn, a senior varsity track and field athlete,
will sign her National Letter of Intent to compete
in muld-events and the heptathlon at High Point
University. She will pursue a degree in Pharmaceutical
Science. Littlejohn is a four-year member of the BHS
Track and Field team and a captain of the sprint team
her senior year. Littlejohn has been part of the 4x100-
meter and 4x200-meter record-breaking relay teams,
alongside her teammates. She holds the indoor high
jump school record at 5-feet-7-inches, and recently
broke a 12-year-old record for the 200-meter dash with
a time of 25.3 seconds.

During Littlejohn 's junior year, she earned the
title “All American” by placing sixth in the nation in
the shuttle hurdle relay at the New Balance Nationals
track meet. Littlejohn won first place in the region in
high jump two years in a row and has achieved multiple
all-state performances in the 55-meter and 100-meter
hurdles, the 300-meter dash, the 4x1 and 4x2 relay and
the high jump. Litdejohn has been awarded the BHS
Track and Field Sprint MVP for the last three seasons.

Allie McDonald, a senior varsity runner, will sign
her National Letter of Intent to run cross country and

Eric Metry

QLACKSBURg

Michael Mullins

track and continue her academic career at the College
of William and Mary. McDonald is a four-year varsity
athlete and a captain in her senior year for the cross
country and track and field team.

McDonald has received four individual all state
accolades and has been a part of two state champion
4x800 teams, the 2024 state champion 4x400 team, the
2022 state champion cross country team, and the 2020
and 2021 state runner up cross-country teams. She has
been awarded the BHS Cross Country Best Newcomer
Award, 2xBHS Indoor Track Bruin Award, and the BHS
Cross Country Lynchpin Award. In addition to running,
McDonald is the Vice President of BHS Steminists, the
treasurer of BHS EE.M, a member of the National
Honor Society, and maintains an above 4.0 GPA. She
plans to study Environment and Sustainability while at
William and Mary.

Eric Metrey, a senior lacrosse player, will sign his
letter of intent to play collegiate lacrosse and continue
his academic career at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University.  Metrey, a four-year varsity lacrosse
defenseman, has earned VHSL Second Team All Region
his sophomore year, VHSL first Team All-Region his
junior year, earned the 2023 Team Ground Ball Award,
and has been captain during his junior and senior year.

Metrey is also a three-year member of the Blacksburg
High School Indoor and Outdoor Track and Field
team, a member of the 2023 Indoor State Champion
Team, being a member of the school record 4x400m
Relay team, and being All-Region in the 300m Hurdles,
as well as All-State in the 4x200m Relay, 4x400m Relay,
and 300m Dash. Metrey was voted Overall MVP for
the 2023 Indoor Season as well. Metrey will study
Aecrospace Engineering and do ROTC at Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical University for a future in military and
commercial aviation.

Michael Mullins, a senior boys lacrosse athlete, has
committed to Bridgewater College to play lacrosse and
continue his academic career. Mullins is a four-year
letterman in Lacrosse. He holds the school record for
most goals scored, along with most goals scored in a

ame. Throughout his career, he has played club lacrosse
for Valley Select and Dukes Virginia. Mullins plans to
major in Graphic Design at Bridgewater College.

Evelyn Rhoads, a senior varsity pitcher and outfielder,
has committed to play collegiate softball and continue
her academic career at Bridgewater College. Rhoads
is a four-year starter for the Blacksburg Bruins varsity
softball team and a captain during her senior year.

Evelyn Rhoads

i ‘i-. I .

PHOTOS COURTESY OF BLACKSBURG HIGH SCHOOL
Sean DelLorenzo

During Rhoads’ sophomore year she received the
honors of 2022 River Ridge District Second Team All-
District. During her junior year she received the honors
of 2023 River Ridge District Second Team All-District
and 2023 4D All-Region Second Team. Rhoads is also a
member of the Virginia Phoenix Fastpitch organization.

Audrey Stenger, a senior volleyball athlete, has
committed to play volleyball at a collegiate level and
continue her academic career at Christopher Newport
University. Stenger is a four-year starter for the BHS
volleyball team. During her varsity years she got 2nd
team all-district and 2nd team all-region.

Stenger is also a member of River Valley Juniors travel
volleyball and competed at national level volleyball,
competing in several qualifier tournaments. Stenger has
played volleyball for over eight years. She maintains over
a 4.0 GPA and plans to study childhood education and
psychology in college.

Bode Thompson, a senior swimmer, will sign his
National Letter of Intent to swim for Macalester College,
continuing his academic and athletic career.

Thompson has been dedicated to swimming since he
began at age nine in San Diego, California. He has been
a member of the Bruins Swimming and Diving Team for
all four years of high school, having previously competed
for Blacksburg Middle School in seventh and eighth
grade.

He also swims for the H2Okies club team since moving
to Blacksburg in 2016. A natural leader, Thompson
co-captained the Bruins to a first-place finish at the
VHSL Class 4 State Championships last season. He also
achieved individual success, placing 7th in the 100-yard
butterfly finals. Thompson is part of the school record-
holding 400-yard freestyle relay team, whose second-
place finish secured the overall state championship win
for Blacksburg in 2023. He also played a key role in the
team's 2021 state championship victory as a freshman.
Beyond competitive swimming, Thompson has a lifelong
love for being in the water. He enjoys surfing and water
skiing whenever he has the chance. At Macalester College,
Thompson will pursue a double major in biology and
computer science.

Staff report

Weekly reports: Blacksburg girls remain unbeaten

PHOTOS COURTESY OF RHS
Radford’s Addie Saunders finished four of four in
this past week’s loss to Patrick Gounty.

The Blacksburg High School girls’
soccer team defeated Salem 4-0 on
Friday night at Bill Brown Stadium.
Erin Bishop led the way with two
goals. Also scoring was Braelynn
Buctler, and Addison McSorley.

Blacksburg improves to 11-0-2 on
the season while Salem drops to 6-7.

Bruin boys move to 11-0.

The Blacksburg boys’ soccer team
made it a clean sweep on Friday
with a 1-0 win over Salem. Goals
were scored by Sean Delorenzo
with assist by Craig Huxtable. Max
Benne had nine saves in goal in the
win.

Auburn rolls in Grayson win

Auburn moved to 14-1 on the
season with an 8-1 baseball victory
over Grayson County. The recipe
continues to be the same with
dominant pitching and timely
hitting for the Eagles.

Josh Givens went six innings
allowing only one hit with four walks
and 14 strikeouts. Jared Lavergne
struck out the side in the seventh to
finish the game. Offensively seven
different players collected a hit with
Brody Hensel getting two and six
different players had RBI's with Zac
McGlothlin leading the way with

three RBI’s.

Radford falls to Patrick in
softball

The Radford Bobcats fell to

the Patrick County Cougars on
Thursday night 8 to 5. Radford
collected eight hits in the game to
include Addie Saunders' perfect
night at the plate going four for four
with two doubles.

Quinn Burton had three RBIs on
a homerun to center in the sixth and
Kira Rollins went two for three from
the plate with two RBIs.

Staff report
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Radford downs Patrick County in soccer
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Vincenzo Pugliese touch passes the hall to a teammate to avoid the charging
goalkeeper. Radford would take the 4-0 win.

s AL

Mustafa Mohamed fires a scoring shot to put the Bobcats up 1-0 against the visiting

Cougars.

¥ A

Brody Shull scores on a penalty kick to increase Radford's lead to 2-0, and would
go on to score two more times for the hat trick.

“PHOTO COURTESY OF RADFORD UNIVERSITYATHLETICS

The naming of the Tom Lillard °79 Field at Patrick D. Cupp Memorial Stadium is
announced during Radford’s annual Red and White Gala in the Dedmon GCenter.
Lillard is a former Radford University soccer coach and now associate vice

president for University Advancement.

Radford University

soccer field

named for Tommy Lillard

Marty Gordon

NRVsports@ourvalley.org

Radford University has honored a former
coach by naming the soccer field at the school
after him.

Tommy Lillard was not only a member
of Radford University's men’s soccer
team, but also served as the head coach for
both the men’s and women’s teams. The
announcement of the Tom Lillard *79 Field
at Patrick D. Cupp Memorial Stadium was
made during Radford’s annual Red and
White Gala in the Dedmon Center.

Lillard served as assistant and then head
coach for six seasons (1980-85). Instrumental
in the men's program’s transition to NCAA

Division I, he was also pivotal in the
formation of women's soccer in 1981, serving
as its first head coach. In 2014, Lillard was
inducted into Radford University’s Achletics
Hall of Fame for his accomplishments.

With the men, Lillard guided RU t0 an
NAIA district title in 1980 and a Virginia
Intercollegiate (VISA) title in 1981, earning
VISA Coach of the Year. In his final season,
he guided RU to a 5-1 Big South finish and
its first title game appearance. Lillard also
served RU Athletics in various administrative
roles until 2008.

In 2017, Radford University selected
Lillard to fill the vacant position of associate
vice president for University Advancement.

Tech has success sending players to WINBA

The Virginia Tech
women's basketball
program  boasts nine
WNBA  draft  picks
dating back to Hall of
Famer Tere Williams'
selection in 2001.

The early 2000s saw
four Hokies drafted
to the league in Leva
Kublina (2004), Kerri
Gardin (2006) and Nare
Diawara (2007). Then,
for 12 years, no Hokie
heard their name called
on draft night.

Enter Regan Magarity,
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a G-foot-5 center who
played five seasons in
Blacksburg where she
garnered All-ACC
attention and helped the
Hokies to a then-record
of ACC wins in a season.
She graduated as the
ACC's all-time leader in
rebounds and was selected
in the third round in
2019, paving the way for a
new generation of Hokies
to head to the W.

A few years later in
2022, teammate Aisha
Sheppard was selected
23rd, the highest that a
Hokie had ever gone off
the board. The ACC's
leader in three-point field
goals went to Vegas where
she won a WNBA title in
her rookie season.

Fresh off a Final Four
appearance in 2023, a
pair of Hokies, Kayana
Traylor and Taylor
Soule were selected in the
second and third rounds

respectively.

Elizabeth Kitley,
whose number 33 jersey
is set to be retired,
carried on the tradition
with her selection in the
second round of the 2024
Draft to the two-time
defending champion Las
Vegas Aces. She was in
New York for the event,
one of 15 draftees invited
to hear their name called.

Kitley —became the
fourth  Virginia  Tech
player drafted in the last
three years, the most
by any Atlantic Coast
Conference school in that
span. Additionally, Tech
is one of six programs
in the nation to have a
WNBA Draft pick in
each of the last three years
joining elite programs
like Stanford, Tennessee,
LSU, UConn and South
Carolina.

Virginia Tech Athletics

PHOTOS BY BRYANT ALTIZER
Radford’s Eli Goff gets around a defender and speeds up the sideline as the Bobcats
improved their record to 9-1 on the season.

Delegate ...

partners with public and private colleges
to provide degree programs, certificates,
and professional development courses;
something extremely important as our
region continues to prioritize workforce
development for good-paying jobs in
high demand fields.

The Opioid Abatement Authority is
an independent body that reports to the
Commonwealth. Its purpose is to abate
and remediate the opioid epidemic in
Virginia through financial support for
efforts to treat, prevent, and reduce
opioid use disorder and the misuse of
opioids. Our region, and Southwest
Virginia at large, has been one of the
most heavily impacted in the nation by
opioid abuse. ’'m honored to represent
our area on the Authority, and there’s
much work to be done to reverse the
harm these drugs have inflicted on our
families, friends, and neighbors.

And finally, I have been newly
appointed to the Appalachian Region
Interstate Compact Commission, which
has as its mission to study, develop,
and promote a plan for the design,
construction, financing, and operation
of interstate facilities of strategic interest

to all signatory states. I am always
pleased to advocate for transportation
infrastructure improvements that will
strengthen commerce and leisure travel
between Virginia and our Appalachian
neighbors.

I'm happy to continue my work
on these boards and commissions to
identify ways to improve life for all in
our region. Many, if not all of these
commissions also consist of private
citizen representation. If youre ever
interested in serving on a state board
or commission, please don’t hesitate
to reach out to my office for more
information.

As the Delegate representing the
42nd House District in the Virginia
General Assembly, your concerns are
my greatest priority. If ever I may be
of assistance to you and your family,
please do not hesitate to reach out to
me at DelJBallard@House.Virginia.
Gov. You can also follow me on Twitter
@]JasonBallardVA or like my Facebook
page, Jason Ballard for Delegate, to
keep up to date with what I am doing
in Richmond and in our community on

your behalf.

Graham honored with
2024 VAAEYC award

Leadership Team.

New River Community College
Program Head and Professor of
Human Services and Early Childhood
Bonnie = Graham  was  recently
recognized by the Virginia Association
for the Education of Young Children
(VAAEYC) as the 2024 recipient of
the VAAEYC Outstanding Service to
Young Children Award. The award was
presented to Graham at the VAAEYC
annual conference held in March in
Roanoke, Va.

The board unanimously agreed to
honor Graham with the award for her
“tireless efforts to mentor and educate
young men and women in quality care
and educator practices and ensure that
children in the region have access to
quality care,” according to her award
letter.

“Bonnie is so deserving of this honor.
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(Left to Right) Katie Thompson, Executive Director, Pulaski Community Youth
Center; Margaret Hurst, First Steps Program Coordinator, Community Foundation
of the New River Valley; Bonnie Graham, NRCC Professor of Human Services
And Early Childhood Education; Kim Thomason, VT Early Childhood Education
Initiatives Program Manager and VA AEYC Conference Committee; Emily Perkins,
Head Start Giles County Site Administrator and New River Valley VA AEYC

She has dedicated herself to ensuring
quality early childhood experiences by
preparing hundreds of her students to
implement best practices with young
children in their care,” said Dr. Sarah
Tolbert-Hurysz, NRCC dean of arts
and sciences. “The New River Valley is
fortunate to have such a strong advocate
working on early childhood initiatives.”

Graham is a college student advisor
for the New River Valley chapter of
the VAAEYC.  The organization’s
(VAAEYC) goal is to serve Virginia
early  childhood educators  with
community, professional development
support, connections, and advocacy.
For more information about NRCC’s
early childhood development programs,
visit hteps://www.nr.edu/ecd/.

New River Community College



