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Affiliated Physical Therapy 
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Nutter Fort, WV 26301
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author, speaker, consultant
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ACAMOS CARVELLI
FUNERAL HOME

201 Edison St., Nutter Fort, WV

304-622-0270
Licensee In Charge

A. Randy Amos & Paul V. Carvelli
Owners

Neighbors

When the media asks people what they 
miss from the “good old days”, the changing 
perception of neighbors is often mentioned as 
something that has changed over the years. People 
lament that they don’t know their neighbors and 
rarely interact like they did several decades ago. 
The pandemic has impacted this phenomenon 
by forcing the entire country into isolation and 
recommending people not to engage with their 
neighbors. 

From my earliest memories, my childhood 
neighborhood was a beehive of activity and kids 
ran between the yards of the neighbors and pet 
dogs and cats roamed the area and both kids 
and pets were often fed by a kindly neighbor. 
Men would share tools and women would send 
their kids next door to borrow a cup of sugar. 
Many neighbors were closer than family and 
when something happened to someone in the 
neighborhood, the joy or sadness was shared by 
everyone.

My faith in neighbors was recently reaffirmed 
through the actions of an incredible group 

Continued on Page 8
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Continued on Page 3
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Shinnston City Council Discusses Best Spending Of American Rescue Plan Funds
By LEIGH 
MERRIFIELD
News & Journal Editor

Shinnston City 
Council resumed 
having meetings at 
the Woman’s Club on 
Monday, March 29th 
for the scheduled Public 
Hearing to ratify the 
City’s building codes 
to be in line with the 
State’s codes, followed 
by a work session.  
Twenty-three attended, 
two via Zoom.  

There was a 
question regarding the 
publication notice of 
the Public Hearing.  
The state and the 
City’s charter are not 
worded the same, so 
Council remained 
unsure whether the 

City’s charter requires 
five ‘business’ days’ 
notice or simply five 
days’ notice prior to a 
public hearing.  Until 
that determination is 
clarified, the date of 
the Public Hearing has 
been moved forward, 
although Council did 
ask for comments if 
anyone wished to make 
an objection to the 
ordinance in question.  
No one spoke, and the 
hearing has now been 
moved to April 12th.

Petitions of citizens 
were then heard.  First to 
speak was Joe Roberts 
who offered complaints 
about street signage, 
street sweeping, 
city employees not 
being given a raise, 
the amphitheater’s 

deterioration, park 
dumpsters being used 
for public disposal 
of trash, personnel 
ethics questions, and a 
violation of the Freedom 
of Information Act.  
Many of his complaints 
were on the agenda that 
evening to be discussed.  
Councilperson Mary 
Ann Ferris noted that 
any issues regarding 
personnel ethics 
should be addressed 
in Executive Session 
or taken directly to the 
City Manager to tackle.  
City Manager Chad 
Edwards commented 
that a full financial 
report with all of the 
information requested 
from 2016 to present 
was in the process of 
being compiled for his 

review.
Shinnston resident 

Bob Crites also 
spoke regarding 
continuing problems 
with Suddenlink.  
Councilman Kevin 
Wiles suggested he 
write to legislators, 
and noted that part of 
the problem may be 
that Suddenlink is not 
a regulated utility.  He 
also stated that because 
the community has an 
aging infrastructure, 
taxpayers could suffer 
by paying for it to be 
updated.   Mrs. Ferris 
also suggested that 
Crites try contacting 
the Public Service 
Commission.  

Mr. Crites also 
complained that his 
street (Maple St.) had 

not been cleaned in 
three years.  He also 
asked about ordinances 
in effect where 
homeowners would be 
required to care for and 
properly maintain their 
property.

In his executive 
report, Mayor Kovalck 
reported that when 
attending the HCEDC’s 
board meeting, David 
Hinkle has been replaced 
on the board by Tracy 
Miller, who is president 
of the Mid-Atlantic 
Aerospace Complex 
and her knowledge and 

experience would be 
an asset to the success 
of Harrison County 
and north central WV, 
Kovalck stated.  

Mayor Kovalck 
also reported on the 
United Way Give-A-
Thon where he and 
other public figures 
had manned telephones 
taking pledges to aid 
the United Way of 
Harrison and Doddridge 
Counties in meeting 
their campaign goal.  

Kovalck, along with 
others from Shinnston 

Ronnie Milsap Concert At RGPAC Is Again Rescheduled
Due to ongoing 

COVID-19 restrictions, 
the Ronnie Milsap 
concert on April 24, 
2021 at the Robinson 
Grand Performing 
Arts Center is being 
rescheduled one more 
time. The newly 
rescheduled date will be 
on Friday, October 22, 
2021 at 7:30 p.m. All 
tickets to this event will 
be honored.

Even with Governor 
Justice’s recent allowing 
of indoor live music 
in the state of West 
Virginia, the demand of 
this event does not meet 
the current occupancy 
and social-distancing 
restrictions in place.

“We have been 

in constant contact 
with Ronnie Milsap’s 
team throughout this 
process to determine 
the best course of 
action. Ronnie remains 
committed to holding 
this concert for his fans 
in West Virginia,” stated 
Ryan Tolley, RGPAC 
Executive Director.  
“And the Robinson 
Grand also remains 
dedicated to making it 
happen despite all of 
the reschedules. This 
is quite an uncommon 
situation, but demand 
coupled with restrictions 
tells us a fall date is the 
best solution to safely 
execute this exciting 
event.”

Ferguson Memorial 
Park Cleanup Slated 

For April 17th 

By LEIGH C. MERRIFIELD
News & Journal Editor

Despite some unseasonably nice weather the 
past few weeks, folks may have thought that 
the predictions for dipping temperatures and 
possible snow last Thursday were merely an April 
Fool’s prank.  It was not … although measurable 
snow escaped our area, we were greeted with 
thermometer readings near freezing.  

The City of Shinnston is hoping that warmer, 
sunnier days will soon return and remain.  And 
surely by mid-April, outdoor activities will not 
need to include wearing a coat and hat!  If you’re 
interested in getting some modest exercise along 
with some fresh air … and if you have two hours 
to spare … the City invites and encourages you 
to make your way to Ferguson Memorial Park on Distracted Driving Can Be Costly

By LEIGH C. 
MERRIFIELD
News & Journal Editor

If you are like 
most people, you’ve 
been cooped up long 
enough!  According to 
current studies, many 
Americans are eager 
to plan a vacation now 
that spring weather is 
arriving.  Although the 
status of the pandemic 
still demands a 
necessary watchful eye, 
the focus on a getaway is 
nevertheless dominant 
… and number one on 
the destination list is 
a visit to see family 
members people have 
been separated from for 
a long time.  Whether it’s 
a family visit, a trip to 
the beach, or an outdoor 
adventure at a national 
or state park, people are 
prepared to hit the road 
and travel!  And, yes, 
most participating in 
the study are preferring 
to hit the highways 
rather than fly due to 
COVID risks still being 

a concern. 
Because April is 

‘Distracted Driving 
Awareness Month’, 
we will share some 
assessments to 
consider.  Because so 
many are ready to pack 
up their car, truck or 
SUV for a road trip, 
highways could be 
busier than usual and 
being distracted while 
in traffic has a huge 
impact on both driver 
and passenger safety!

More than any other 
age group, those 65 and 
over expect to travel 
long distances.  They 
were the first group to 
be fully vaccinated, 
so they feel a little 
safer … AND they are 
very eager to finally 
be able to once again 
hug their children and 
grandchildren!  This 
age group also largely 
plans to travel with 
just one other person, 
typically their spouse 
or partner, and are less 
likely to use a phone 

Packing for a trip?  Consider distracted driving 
precautions before leaving home and make you and 
your passengers’ safety a #1 priority.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Home Becomes Office & School
I go to my work 

computer every morning 
and immediately begin 
the deleting process to 
remove unnecessary 
e-mails.  You can’t 
believe the amount of 
junk mail! A number of 
them are survey results, 
and once in a while the 
subject title draws my 
attention.  Recently, one 
attracted my interest so, 
to satisfy my curiosity, I 
read it. 

A leading home-
selling platform wanted 
to learn, hypothetically, 
how much the average 
parents would be 
willing to pay for some 
R&R to recharge their 
batteries following 
all the changes that 
were presented after 
‘quarantine’ and 
‘COVID’ became 
words in our everyday 
vocabulary.  Over 
3,000 moms, dads, 
and guardians across 
the country who have 
been working from 
home while balancing 
their new role as their 
children’s ‘teacher’  
for the past year took 
part.  The answers were 
interesting!

First of all, we 
must give a ‘shout 
out’ to parents (and 
grandparents!) who have 
struggled through the 
past year’s rollercoaster 
ride along with their 
children/grandchildren 
and teachers.  Many of 
them have had to adjust 
to moving their own 
workplace into their 
homes while also setting 

up a ‘classroom’ area 
for their children’s (or 
grandchildren’s) remote 
learning … along with 
housekeeping, meals, 
snacks, Zoom meetings, 
and other ‘normal’ 
chores.  

Some parents 
who relocated their 
workplace into their 
homes noted that one 
of the difficulties was 
finding space devoid 
of a lot of background 
noise while they 
worked, and some had 
to work in the evenings 
AFTER being available 
to help their kids 
during their learning 
hours.  If there was no 
spare bedroom that 
could be repurposed, 
the living room, dining 
room or kitchen had to 
suffice as their ‘home 
office’. Despite the 
pandemic having been a 
challenging experience 
for families, more than 
half reported that they 
had managed to achieve 
somewhat of a healthy 
work/life balance under 
the circumstances, but it 
was not easy.    

So … when broken 
down by states, the 
survey revealed that 
parents in West Virginia 
were prepared to pay the 
most – close to $2,500 
– for a break from it 
all!  Conversely, those 
in Maine, for instance, 
were only willing to 
dish out a little over 
$300 for the same few 
days away from all the 
chaos!  I’d like to know 
where you can go for a 

few days’ getaway for 
$300!

They were also 
curious what additional 
amenities people 
would have liked their 
homes to be equipped 
with – features that 
might have eased the 
burden of being locked 
down.  Building an 
addition amidst all of 
the pandemic turmoil 
was of course out of the 
question, but looking 
ahead to the possibility 
that another such 
situation could arise 
in the future, adults 
thought in advance 
about being more 
prepared if they were to 
purchase another home.  
Some of the COVID-
friendly amenities 
parents were determined 
to have included: a 
dedicated work room 
(49%), a home gym 
(31%), a private man 
(or woman) cave (23%), 
a game room (20%), a 
home office (18%), and 
a better outdoor space 
for kids to run off energy 
and where parents could 
unwind at the end of the 
day (8%).  

God forbid that we 
will be forced to go 
through something like 
this again, but perhaps 
this survey has been 
good ‘food for thought’ 
for the future!

This week’s dessert:  
“It takes a village to 
raise a child; it takes 
a distillery to steer 
one through remote 
learning!”  ~  Author 
Unknown

Natural Gas Must Lift Our Energy Future
Dear Editor:

According to the U.S. Department 
of Energy, if the Appalachian region 
were an independent country, it 
would be the third-largest natural gas 
producer in the world.

Job creation and economic growth 
through the natural gas industry 
cannot be overstated.  It’s why I’ve 
pushed so hard to create a natural gas 
storage hub in West Virginia.  Sadly, 
natural gas growth faces tremendous 
headwinds over the next four years.

Despite calls for “unity,” in some 
of his first actions, President Biden 
managed to kill thousands of jobs and 
paralyze America’s energy industry 
with executive orders.  The Biden 
moratorium on new oil and gas leases 
on federal lands is an economic, 
energy and national security disaster 
rolled into one.  This order moves 
America from energy independence 
back to relying on foreign adversaries 
for fuel — countries who have 

much more lenient environmental 
standards.

This action is indicative of the 
incoming climate agenda that 
will have drastic impacts on West 
Virginia’s energy sector.  The forces 
against natural gas are growing. And 
they’re against natural gas, nuclear 
or any other energy source that’s not 
blessed by the Green New Deal.

President Biden installed Gina 
McCarthy and John Kerry as his 
climate czars. Both are unaccountable 
to Congress and have made clear 
they’re the ones in charge of the 
administration’s ambitious climate 
agenda.  By claiming every policy 
issue touches climate, McCarthy and 
Kerry have broad jurisdiction to do 
their bidding.  They’ve made no secret 
of their ultimate goal: Banning fossil 
fuels. In fact, Kerry suggested folks 
should “go work on solar panels”.

I have great skepticism when I hear 
this administration talk about giving 

industry time to transition and giving 
workers clean energy jobs.  Tell that 
to the Keystone XL pipeline workers.  
Where are their clean energy jobs? 
Do they get a new clean energy job 
tomorrow? Next month? Next year?

West Virginia has powered this 
country for decades. We’re incredibly 
proud of that fact.  Coal, natural gas, 
oil, solar, wind, nuclear, biomass 
… Our country has been incredibly 
blessed with a variety of energy 
resources, and using all of them keeps 
America safe and running.

Natural gas in particular burns 
cleaner, moves safely and efficiently 
in our world-class national pipeline 
network, and is an essential feedstock 
for several domestic supply chains 
like medical supplies, which are 
critical now more than ever during 
this pandemic.

Environmentalists fighting against 
natural gas can’t see the forest for the 
trees.  Eliminating natural gas from 

our energy mix will lead to higher 
utility costs and less reliability — 
just ask California.  Renewables can’t 
power our country at 100 percent 
all the time, and battery technology 
can’t fill the gaps. But we can address 
climate change together though 
innovation and technology.

Sadly, President Biden’s climate 
executive orders really alienated key 
players in the solution. That’s not a 
way to build unity. That’s picking 
winners and losers. That’s pitting 
American jobs against each other. 
That’s creating resentment.

 This country has always risen to 
every challenge we’ve faced. This 
climate challenge is no different.  
Through American ingenuity, we will 
find solutions.

Sincerely,
Senator Shelley Moore Capito,

Ranking Member of Senate EPW 
Committee 

This Week In West Virginia History
The following events 

happened on these 
dates in West Virginia 
history. To read more, 
go to e-WV: The West 
Virginia Encyclopedia at 
www.wvencyclopedia.
org.

April 8, 1891: The 
town of Paw Paw 
was incorporated. 
Strategically located 
on the Potomac River, 
the Baltimore & Ohio 
Railroad and the C&O 
Canal, Paw Paw was 

named for the banana-
like pawpaw fruit that 
grows in the area.

April 8, 1951: An 
Air National Guard 
transport plane crashed 
near Kanawha (now 
Yeager) Airport, killing 
21. 

April 9, 1900: 
Physician Margaret 
Byrnside ‘‘Dr. Maggie’’ 
Ballard was born. She 
actively pursued her 
interest in genealogy 
and local history and 

was one of the founders 
of the Monroe County 
Historical Society.

April 10, 1848: 
John Kenna was born 
in Kanawha County. 
In 1883, the state 
legislature elected him 
to the U.S. Senate, 
unseating the powerful 
Henry Gassaway 
Davis. Kenna is one of 
two West Virginians 
memorialized by a 
statue in the U.S. 
Capitol.
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N&J Briefs
FROM AROUND HARRISON COUNTY

“Briefs” is a calendar of events listing provided free of 
charge to churches and non-profit organizations.  Items will 
be published one time only and will be listed in the order in 
which they occur.  Please submit your ‘briefs’ two weeks 
prior to the event (if possible) by 4 PM on Friday.  Fax 
your information to 304-592-0603 or send via e-mail to  
newsandjournal@yahoo.com.

BRIDGEPORT LIBRARY
Bridgeport library is still closed to the public, 

however pick up is available. Readers can access the 
library’s catalog by reserving books on their website 
at www.youseemore.com/bridgeport and may pick 
up books on the following days and times: M-W-F 
12:00pm-7:30pm and Tues. & Thurs. 12:00pm-
4:30pm. until further notice.  Personnel will be 
available to answer questions, and the library’s digital 
resources will continue to be available. • Contact Amy 
at the library at 304-842-8248 for information. 

LOWE PUBLIC LIBRARY
The Lowe Public Library has resumed its regular 

hours to the general public: Monday 11:30 am – 7:00 
pm and Tuesday- Friday 11:30 am – 6 pm, CLOSED 
on Saturdays.  Curbside service will still be available 
to those who request it by calling 304-592-1700. The 
library is disinfected routinely throughout the day 
(also, immediately after children visit).

FREE CLOTHING GIVEAWAY
Jones Run Independent Church has a free clothing 

giveaway every 2nd Saturday of the month from 
9:00am to noon. We are located at 3981 Jones Run 
Road.  We have a lot of nice clothing for everyone 
and some household items.  Open to everyone and no 
limitations on what you may take. Questions call 304-
783-4868

MONONGALIA COUNTY BEEKEEPERS 
MEETING

The Monongalia County Beekeepers have a 
meeting at Mylan Park in the new Monongalia County 
Extension Service and 4-H Center on the first Tuesday 
of every month; however, meetings have been 
cancelled until further notice due to COVID-19. Please 
contact Debbie Martin for more information at 304-
367-9488 or debbeez7@yahoo.com We look forward 
to helping you start your beekeeping journey and will 
help you every step of the way!

HOPE, INC. DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
SUPPORT GROUP

Hope, Inc., a task force - support group on growing 
free from domestic violence, will meet on Thursdays 
at noon at Koupal Towers, 916 West Pike Street in 
Clarksburg. For more information, call 304-624-9835 
or email asniderhope@yahoo.com.

KIDDING AROUND YOGA
Kidding Around Yoga is being held every Thursday 

at 6p.m. at the Progressive Women’s Association/
Uptown Event Center, 305 Washington Ave., 
Clarksburg. These yoga classes are free. So, bring 
your kids ages 2 to 12 to Kidding Around Yoga every 
Thursday. For more information, please call 304-624-
6881. Certified instructor Erica Perry.

CELEBRATE RECOVERY
A Christ-centered 12-step program for any hurt, 

habit or hang-up meets every Friday at 6:00 p.m. at 
Horizons Church in Lost Creek with COVID capacity.  
Offers childcare (birth to 4 yrs.) and The Landing for 
older teens.  For more information, call 304-745-5090.

“Distracted Driving” cont. from p. 1
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Lincoln High School Announces 
February Students Of The Month

Lincoln High School 
is proud to announce 
that the February 
Students of the Month 
are Emily Duffy and 
Corey Prunty.

Emily Duffy is the 
daughter of Joseph and 
Cheryl Duffy.  Emily has 
participated in various 
clubs, organizations, and 
groups throughout her 
high school career.  She 
has been dancing ever 
since the age of seven 
and has been a member 
of the band and dance 
line for all four years of 
high school.  Emily has 
also been a part of Key 
Club, Student Council, 
Christian Club, Student 
Council Executive 
Committee, Spirit Club, 
Drug-Free Club, and 
is the National Honor 

Society Secretary.
Emily has devoted 

her free time to 
volunteering, being 
a leader, helping 
her classmates and 
teachers, and focusing 
on her grades.  She 
has contributed to the 
community by doing 
several activities such as 
leading, planning, and 
organizing donations 
for the homeless 
shelter.  However, her 
accomplishments do not 
stop there.  She has been 
awarded Top Scholar in 
English for two years in 
a row, a member of the 
perfect Honor Roll, and 
she is in the top twenty-
five of her class.  

Emily also enjoys 
several outside hobbies 
when she is not in 

school.  She has been a 
member of the Ingra and 
Company Dance Studio 
for six years where she 
enjoys every type of 
genre of dance such as 
ballet and pointe.  Emily 
also enjoys horseback 
riding, playing the 
ukulele, exercising, 
playing with her dog, 
going to church, and 
spending time with 
family and friends.  
Her future plans are to 
attend Fairmont State 
University to first obtain 
a bachelor degree in 
education, and then 
she plans to further her 
career by attending grad 
school. 

Corey Prunty is 
the son of Bob and 
Jennifer Prunty, and 
the grandson of Norma 

Stire and the late Tom 
Stire, and Arnold and 
Jackie Prunty.  

Throughout his four 
years at Lincoln, Corey 
has earned a spot on the 
honor roll due to his 
exceptional grades. He 
is in the top 25 of his 
class, and has qualified 
as a PROMISE scholar. 
Corey was inducted 
into the National Honor 
Society his junior year, 
and has taken many 
college-level classes 
throughout high school. 
Also, noteworthy, is 
the fact that Corey 
was a nominee for 
the Ambassador 
Leadership Summit as 
a junior. 

Corey also excels 
athletically, and has 

EMILY DUFFY COREY PRUNTY

while driving.
Then there are young 

families who are 
anxious to make some 
travel plans to take 
themselves and their 
children and escape 
the remote learning 
setting when the school 
year closes.   However, 
parents are the first 
to admit that their 
children’s excitement 
and often rather 
loud conversations 
are a distraction and 
often obstruct their 
concentration while 
driving.  

In addition, other top 

driving distractions 
include: observing 
things outside 
the window, cell 
phones ringing, GPS 
directions, receiving 
and responding to 
texts, and trying to 
eat and drink while 
driving.

Interestingly, despite 
all the promotions 
saying “Don’t Text 
& Drive”, nearly 2/3 
admit that they do 
participate in activities 
involving a mobile 
phone while driving!

If you doubt the 
importance of paying 

attention to the road 
while driving, look at 
these latest statistics:

• Roughly 20% 
of injuries occurring in 
a car accident involve 
distracted driving.

• D i s t r a c t e d 
driving accounts for 
more than a quarter of 
vehicular crashes.

• D i s t r a c t e d 
driving claims 
approximately 3,500 
lives per year.  

• More than 
400,000 motorists 
were injured in 
accidents caused by 
distracted driving and 

2,800 deaths occurred 
as a result. 

• Drivers are 
distracted by their cell 
phones during at least 
10% of their driving 
time.

Some folks may pay 
more attention when 
it involves $$$$$!  So 
if you want to safely 
reach your destination, 
consider turning off 
your cell phone while 
driving … AND 
consider the fact that 
a distracted driving 
violation can cause 
your insurance rates to 
rise!  Put safety first.

Saturday, April 17th 
from 10 a.m. until 
noon.  

Shinnston will 
be hosting a ‘park 
cleanup’ event 
during those hours 
when volunteers can 
lend a hand with 
some beautification 
tasks.  A lot can be 
accomplished in 
just two hours with 
enough volunteers 
participating.  Some 
of those tasks will 
include picking 
up litter, weeding, 
removing tree debris 
and rocks from grassy 

areas, etc.  Any needed 
tools, trash bags, etc. 
will be provided.

Shinnston’s VISTA 
Volunteer Jon Olson 
stated, “This will be 
the first of numerous 
events aimed at 
beautifying the 
community, and we 
are hoping to have a 
great turnout!  It will 
be a family-friendly 
event with snacks and 
water provided.”

Those who are 
interested in helping 
to spruce up the 
park for Spring 
are encouraged to 

register as volunteers 
on the Volunteer 
Shinnston website at 
https://shinnstonwv.
g a l a x y d i g i t a l . c o m 
because the City 
would like to keep 
track of volunteer 
data and the time they 
have donated.  Those 
who fail to register 
will not be turned 
away though.  Show 
up at the park that 
day at the designated 
time and your contact 
information can be 
added to a sign-up 
sheet.

Remember, this 

activity will not 
exhaust your entire 
Saturday.  The 
cleanup is scheduled 
for just two hours!  
With enough 
participation, results 
will be immediately 
noticeable.  

As the weather 
continues to warm, 
many people will be 
heading to the park, 
and that may include 
YOU!  Why not help 
maintain it as one the 
City’s quality assets 
… and something you 
as well can reap the 
rewards from?

“Ferguson Memorial Park Cleanup” cont. from p. 1
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GRAPEVINE
By Rosalyn Queen

With this Coupon receive 
a FREE Medium Fry with 

any sandwich purchase

Expires 4-22-21
One per customer per visit – not to be used with any other offer, discount 

or within an EVM purchase.  Valid at the Shinnston McDonald’s only.   Cash 
value 1/20 of 1 cent LwC.  Must present this coupon prior to ordering.

Pine Bluff
News

By Pat Matheny

Easter came in right on the heels of April and 
April Fool’s Day.  I hope you were not surprised 
when you woke up the other morning to a beautiful 
snow.  As long as I can remember, my mother told 
me there would always be an Easter snow.  I don’t 
know how often this actually happens (I’m sure 
there are times when we do not have an Easter 
snow), but in my memory it seems to occur more 
often than not. 

Easter, like Christmas, seems to be a holiday 
surrounded by family and traditions.  I hope you 
all got to spend time at church and that you were 
surrounded by family at your Easter dinner.  My 
daughter Leslie and her husband Dixon planned 
a Community Easter Egg Hunt at their home for 
the community kids and I really enjoyed watching 
the kids hunt for eggs.  There was even a life-
size bunny to help in the hunt and to take pictures 
with the kids.  It was great to see families restore 
traditions to our holidays.

Talking about traditions, this past week I received 
a call from my cousin, Donna June Winslow, from 
New York. Donna is the step daughter of my Uncle 
Frank Audia; Uncle Frank was married to Donna’s 
mother Jaunita. Donna called to tell me that she 
had in her possession a gold necklace that had 
belonged to my great grandmother, Philamenia 
LaCava Audia. Philamenia was married to Luigi 
Audia and they immigrated from Italy in the very 
early 1900’s and    settled in Stonewood.  They 
were the parents of Johnny Audia, Mary Cimeno, 
Catherine Allevato, Barbara Levani, Annie Roberto 
Veneziano and Frank Audia. All but their last two 
children were born in Italy. 

In relating the story to me, Donna told me her 
Dad, who loved her as his daughter, gave her the 
necklace and that she had it for many years and 
that she had worn it several times.  Donna is a 
couple years older than I am and she wanted the 
necklace to go to a blood relative of Philamenia. 
So, she informed me she was sending it to me.  I 
was so surprised when I received this beautiful 
filagree necklace.  I took it to the jeweler to check 
the clasp and to get it cleaned.  He advised me, 
after a test, that it was indeed gold.  So, now I have 
in my possession a piece of my family history. I 
intend to keep it and wear it on occasion and then 

pass it on to my daughter, Leslie, who will then see 
that it goes to one of my granddaughters.

I have done a great deal of searching for 
family roots on my father’s side but have not 
done much on my mother’s side.   There is a 
void as to what Lacavas, Audia or Robertos we 
are related to;  I have a feeling that the LaCava 
name may have been shortened to Cava by 
some families.

I cannot express how much this piece of 
jewelry means to me.  As I touch it, I think of 
my great grandmother and all the hardships she 
must have faced and how she must have felt 
to own this beautiful necklace.  I would love 
to know the history that surrounds it.  I do 
not know if she passed before I was born, but 
I do remember my Grandpa Audia.  As he got 
older, he resided with his daughter, Anna (my 
grandmother) in North View.

“Roots” are a very important part of us and 
we must remember to pass them on.  As each 
old member of our family passes, we lose a part 
of our history.

Take care, enjoy the Spring, stay healthy, 
and until next week, “Now You Have Heard It 
Through the Grapevine.”

“Roots” … An Important Part Of Family History

“Ronnie Milsap” 
cont. from p.1

“Neighbors” 
 cont. from p. 1

of people on the west side of Shinnston. My 
mother-in-law, Jane Hearn, lived in this 
neighborhood for much of her life and I got to 
observe the caring and compassion that these 
people shared with each other. I can remember 
driving up to her house and seeing half a dozen 
people in their yards, waving and greeting my 
wife and me as we got out of the car. More than 
a few times, one of her neighbors was sitting 
on her porch sharing a story or recipe. One of 
the neighbors was close enough to sit on their 
porch and conduct hours-long conversations 
with my mother-in-law. Many of the neighbors 
had keys to one another’s houses in case of 
emergency, and often my wife would get a call 
from a neighbor if her mother was at our house 
a little later than usual. 

My mother-in-law passed away recently, 
and it was touching to hear the stories of a 
life lived in the neighborhood. The visitation 
at the funeral home had both laughs and tears. 
The hurt in her neighbors’ eyes was evident 
but they wanted to say goodbye to a friend 
who had been with them through their times of 
trouble and loss. The neighborhood friendships 
spanned generations and one of my mother-in-
law’s best friends was a seventeen-year-old girl 
named Sydney Brooks who thought the world 
of her. They spent countless hours together 
talking about their mutual love of history and 
books. During Jane’s final days, Sydney would 
sit with her, holding her hand and giving her 
comfort. 

Sydney wrote a remembrance of Jane and 
gave it to my wife at the funeral. As we drove 
up the highway after the funeral, my wife read 
me one of the most beautiful tributes I have ever 
heard. It captured Jane completely and gave a 
peak into her life that could only be related by 
a true friend. My wife and I were both in tears 
and feeling for Sydney, knowing the pain that 
was in her heart. 

The little neighborhood on the west side of 
Shinnston will go on and eventually someone 
else will occupy the little white house on Vine 
Street, but the memories will last forever. Let’s 
hope that every family can discover the joys of 
living in a loving and embracing neighborhood 
and have the kind of relationships that these 
families shared for many years. And to Sydney, 
keep Jane’s memory in your heart forever. 

I’m Happy The WVDOH Has Finally Started Patching The Roads

Last Saturday, I took the truck through the automated 
car wash in town and then decided to dine in at T&L 
Hot Dog. Toni took good care of me and it was nice 
chatting with Tom Whitecotton. We mainly discussed 
our maladies.

Monday, I took the Explorer to Chenoweth Ford 
to have a recall taken care of; I was in and out in 45 
minutes. Then, I hit the Walmart on the hill and I still 
can’t find anything since they have switched everything 
around.

Tuesday morning, my son Lee stopped in and 
brought back one of my pistols that he had cleaned. 
His broken rib is about healed up. In early afternoon, I 
called Santana and had her to meet us at the Outback 
Steakhouse by the mall. I had Lee drive my pick-up, 
so ‘we be stylin’ with the new custom rims; besides, I 
can’t climb up into his pick-up (Semi-monster truck). 
Santana is back working at the Audubon Animal 
Clinic in Bridgeport. We enjoyed a nice meal and great 
conversation.              

I noticed the WVDOH has done some blacktop 
patching in the bad place above the old Williams Mine. 
The road in that area had some serious ruts. You knew 
it was bad when a 4WD Ranger would almost bottom 
out while crossing them. I would like to thank the 
Governor (Big Jim), Highways Commish Byrd White, 
and District 4 Manager Michael Cronin for going all 
out in patching the road…they sent both pickup trucks 

loaded with asphalt.
A slip in the side of the hill in that area is slowly 

pushing the road over the hill with about a thirty foot 
drop off down to Bingamon Creek. It has been like 
that for over ten years, but who’s counting. Maybe 
our US Senators, Farmington Joe and Shelley Moore 
Capito, can slip this project in the $2,000,000,000,000 
infrastructure bill that the Prez is starting to tout. 
Surely there should be enough money left over after 
remedying our road problem to pay off the cronies and 
special interest groups.

The recent warm weather had all of the trees 
budding, but that came to a screeching halt over the 
past two nights because of hard freezes. 

There hasn’t been much happening in PB this week. 
Matter of fact, there ain’t been much happening in the 
last year. However, just about any time of the day or 
night, if you’re outside and listen closely, you’ll hear a 
dog barking somewhere in the holler.

When I was around 11 or 12 years old, I was 
running around the PB community and stopped at 
our grandparent’s house. Grandma Matheny and her 
sister, Aunt Bonnie Jackson, were on the front porch 
snapping and stringing green beans. Aunt Bonnie 
was in a rocking chair and I sat in the swing with 
Grandma and started snapping beans. When those two 
got together, they were ornery. Grandma’s old collie, 
Fox, was across the barn lot and standing near the 
mailboxes along the main road and barking his head 
off. After about 15 minutes, Aunt Bonnie said, “Opal, 
why does Fox keep barking like that?” Grandma said, 
“Uh, I think he just likes to feel his butthole jerk!” But 
she didn’t say butthole. I thought I would die laughing.

Until next time, have a great week and remember 
our Veterans.

Ace

 Pictured is an heirloom gold necklace belonging to 
my great grandmother, Philomenia LaCava Audia. 
The necklace was brought from Italy when she came 
to America.

With Ronnie Milsap’s six Grammys, forty #1 
hits, five decades of charted hits, and epic titles 
such as CMA Entertainer of the Year and four 
Album of the Year Awards, audiences are in for a 
much-needed musical feast for the ears.

The good news is that some tickets to see the 
famous Ronnie Milsap are still available. Visit 
online at tickets.therobinsongrand.com  or you 
may purchase tickets over the phone by calling 
(855)-773-6283 on Monday through Friday, 10 
a.m. – 11 p.m.

WorkForce Warns Of New Texting & Fraudulent Website Scam
WorkForce West 

Virginia warns a 
fraudulent texting scam 
has been launched 
throughout West Virginia 
and the nation.

WorkForce officials 
say people are receiving 
text alerts that inform 
the recipient “there are 
issues with their West 
Virginia Insurance 
Claim,” a website link 
is provided for the 

recipient to click.
The site is fraudulent 

and is designed to look 
like the WorkForce 
website. 

“There are bad actors 
out there attempting to 
get West Virginians to 
provide detailed personal 
information so they can 
hijack the claimant’s 
benefits. It is important 
to note that WorkForce 
never communicates 

with claimants by text,” 
said Scott Adkins, 
acting commissioner for 
WorkForce West Virginia.

The WorkForce fraud 
unit is cooperating with 
authorities to determine 
the source of this activity.

“Workforce continues 
to work to deliver 
benefits to those that 
qualify for them,” Adkins 
said. “What’s really 
unfortunate about this 

situation is that fraudulent 
claims slow down the 
process for folks who’ve 
lost their job, need help 
and have been waiting 
on an unemployment 
check.”

For more information, 
to report fraud, schedule 
a call with a WorkForce 
representative or access 
the online claimant 
system visit www.
workforcewv.org.
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Continued on Page 9

Harmony Valley
An Independent Living Community for 

Seniors 55+ in a beautiful country setting 
located on Sun Valley Road off Rt. 50 

West of Clarksburg.  One & Two Bedroom 
Apartments Available.  All Utilities 

Including Cable TV Provided; Major 
Appliances Furnished.

 Call (304) 622-6711 or (304) 677-6800

Continued on Page 9

Harrison County Senior Center
500 W. Main St., Clarksburg WV 26301

(304) 623-6795
Email: director@harrisoncountyseniorcenter.org

 
Transportation services, Kinley Café, Fitness, 

Exercise, Tai Chi, Healthy Steps, Zumba, Bingo, 
Ceramics, Line Dancing, Puzzles, Books, 

Cards, Games, Travel Club, Alzheimers Group, 
Duplicate Bridge, Senior Nutrition Food Box 

Program, and In-Home Services.
In Home Services now hiring caregivers with 
reliable transportation. Training provided after 

background check.  Call or email for more info. 

HCSCC Book Club Members Record Readings For Dr. Seuss’s Birthday

Every year on March 
2nd, the birthday of 
Dr. Seuss is celebrated, 
and this year, even the 
pandemic didn’t thwart 
this recognition; it just 
required it to be done 
a little differently – 
virtually!

Dr. Seuss was born 
March 2, 1904 as 
Theodor Seuss Geisel.  
His name has through 
the years made him 

known around the world 
as the most beloved 
children’s author.  
His birthday is now 
recognized as ‘Read 
Across America Day’, 
where children all over 
the country celebrate 
their love of reading and 
learning.  This special 
day has also become a 
day when the National 
Education Association 
endorses the importance 

of reading.  
Dr. Seuss was not 

only an author, but also 
a cartoonist, illustrator, 
poet, animator and 
filmmaker.  Although 
not really a ‘doctor’, 
he studied English 
literature at Oxford 
after graduating from 
Dartmouth, and in 1955, 
Dartmouth awarded him 
an honorary doctorate. 

Reportedly, a 

publisher challenged 
him to “write a story that 
first-graders can’t put 
down”!  And because 
he was concerned about 
kids learning to read, Dr. 
Seuss wrote “The Cat 
in the Hat”.  Dr. Seuss 
earned a posthumous 
star on the Hollywood 
Walk of Fame and the 
hat worn by The Cat in 
the Hat adorned that star 
following dedication 

ceremonies in 2004.
Geisel passed away 

on September 24, 1991, 
but during his lifetime, 
he wrote and illustrated 
more than 60 books 
under the pen name 
Dr. Seuss.  Many of his 
books are among the 
most popular children’s 
books of all time with 

over 600 million copies 
sold.  His works had 
been translated into 
more than 20 languages 
by the time of his death.  

Not only were his 
books loved by children, 
but even adults became 
fans of Dr. Seuss 

Pictured here is HCSCC Executive Director Beth 
Fitzgerald recording a Dr. Seuss book.

HCSCC Board Secretary Bill O’Field, shown here in 
a Dr. Seuss hat, introduces his book.

Harrison County Parks & Rec Director Mike Book 
and HCSCC Board Secretary Donna Stuart prepare 
to do their readings.

HCSCC Board Actions 
At March 25th Meeting
The HCSCC Board of Directors held a Zoom 

meeting on Thursday, March 25, 2021 with the 
following Board actions taken:

• Initiated an auditing firm search to conduct 
the Board’s annual audit.

• Approved the 2021-2025 Employee 
Holiday & Break Schedule.

• Approved the Center’s participation in 
Clarksburg’s Winterfest and the Center’s Holiday 
Luncheon featuring West Virginia authors.

• Initiated the discussion of the Board’s 
election of representatives to serve on the Board 
and the matter was referred to the Ad Hoc Elections 
Committee.

Also at the meeting, members received required 
board training conducted via Zoom by Katie 
Hudak, Director of the Northwestern Agency on 
Aging/Belomar in Wheeling, WV.

The next Board meeting will  be held via Zoom 
on April 22, 2021 at 1 p.m. 

Board members now serving include: Sandra 
Mossor, President; Harley Jeffries, Vice President; 
Bill O’Field, Secretary; Donna  Stuart, Treasurer; 
Donald Burton; Janet Dotson; Sharon Hamilton; 
Gary Keith II; Ryan Kennedy; Bill Phillips; and 
Susan Thomas.

FREE Drive-In COVID Testing 
The Harrison County 

Senior Center, Inc. 
(HCSCC) continues 
to offer FREE drive-
in COVID-19 testing 
for ALL AGES in 
their parking lot at 
500 W. Main Street in 
Clarksburg on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 
11 a.m. until 6 p.m.  
No appointment is 

required. 
Individuals who want 

to be tested should go 
into one of the three 
spaces set aside for 
testing in the Center’s 
parking lot and follow 
the instructions posted 
there.  

For more information, 
call the Senior Center 
at 304-623-6795.

Senior Center Participates In Honoring Vietnam Veterans

The Harrison County 
Senior Citizens Center, 
Inc. (HCSCC), in 
cooperation with the 
Morgantown Veterans 
Center, participated 
in honoring Vietnam 
veterans late last 
month.  The Vietnam 

vets were presented 
with lapel pins and 
memorabilia provided 
by the Veterans Center 
in Morgantown.  Due to 
COVID-19 restrictions, 
however, there was no 
public ceremony. 

The HCSCC In-

Home caregivers were 
tasked with presenting 
the lapel pins and cards 
which read “On behalf 
of a grateful nation, 
thank you for your 
service”.

Pins and cards 
were presented to the 

following recipients:
• Terry Lynch, 

Navy (presented by 
Crystal P.)

• Joseph Butler, 
Sr., Marines (presented 
by Tricia F.)

• Efrain Lopez, 
Army (presented by 
Stuart W.)

• James Jensen, 
Marines (presented by 
Delores W.)  Jensen 
is also a Korean War 
veteran.

The United States of 
America Vietnam War 
Commemoration began a 

Senior Center Book Club’s Next Read
The next HCSC Book 

Club meeting will be held 
via Zoom on Wednesday, 
May 12, 2021 at 
12:30 p.m. to discuss 
“Pachinko” by Min Jin 
Lee. 

The author’s website 
has the following post:  
“Lee’s stunning novel, her 
second, chronicles four 
generations of an ethnic 
Korean family – first in 
Japanese-occupied Korea 
in the early 20th century, 
and then in Japan itself 
from the years before 
World War II to the late 
1980’s.  Exploring central 
concerns of identity, 
homeland and belonging, 
the book announces its 
ambitions right from 
the opening sentence.  
‘History has failed us, but 
no matter.’   Lee suggests 
that behind the facades of 
wildly different people lie 

countless private desires, 
hopes and miseries, if 
we have the patience and 
compassion to look and 
listen.”

To find out what 
happens, join the Book 
Club discussion on May 
12th – even if you have 
not read the book.  For 
more information about 
the Book Club, the virtual 
meeting, and to find out 
how to get a copy of 
“Pachinko” to read, call 
304-623-6795.

As you settle into 
spring, the Book Club 
also recommends the 
following books that 
are available at your 
public library:  “A 
Man Called Ove” by 
Fredrik Backman; “The 
Nickel Boys” by Colson 
Whitehead; “Haunting 
at Howard Hill: A Ghost 
Story” by Betty Larosa. 

NOTICE:  The Harrison County 
Senior Citizens Center Building and 
Satellites currently remain closed to 

the public by Governor’s Order 39-20.  
When permission is  granted to reopen, 
information will be posted via printed 

and online media.  Transportation, 
Food Box Programs, and In-Home 
Services continue to be provided 

during the pandemic.
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The Bottom Line
By Bill Nestor
Sports Editor

SPORTS • • SPORTS

From The World Of 
Parks & Recreation

By Doug Comer

Basketball has taken 
the sports spotlight on 
all levels as Spring has 
sprung.  Typically, by 
this time champions on 
both the high school and 
college levels have been 
crowned and baseball 
would beat the front 
of the pack.  However, 
due to the pandemic the 
sports world is running 
just a little behind.

On the high school 
level, the regular season 
is winding down and 
teams are gearing up 
for the second season.  
Recently, round two of 
the Lincoln-Robert C. 
Byrd series took place 
in Shinnston.  The 
Flying Eagles managed 
to take a second win in 
the ‘sure to be three’ 
game set.  The Cougars 
have managed to play 
the top team in Class 
AAA, the toughest of 
any competition, in the 
first half during this 
season.  At the break in 
the first lock-up, Robert 
C. Byrd held an eight-
point advantage and this 
past week it was just a 
one-point lead after two 
periods.

The third quarter 
has been the Achilles 

heel for the Cougars. 
Last Thursday, a 20-11 
scoring advantage for 
the visitors provided 
separation that was too 
much to overcome.  
Both squads had players 
step up in the affair.  
The Flying Eagles 
placed three players 
in double figures, led 
by Gavin Kennedy’s 
game-high 20 points.  
Jeremiah King recorded 
a double-double with 15 
points and 12 rebounds.  
Bryson Lucas netted 
13 points, hauled down 
seven caroms, and 
dished out a team best 
three assists.

The Cougars were 
paced by Zach Snyder 
and Wes Heldreth.  
Snyder had 13 points, 
four rebounds, and a 
game-high four assists.  
Heldreth claimed three 
trifectas en route to an 
11-point performance. 

With the second 
edition of this series in 
the books, all attention 
turns to round three.  
The grand finale 
promises to be the 
most important with 
a potential sectional 
championship on the 
line.  Fortunately, fans 

won’t have to wait long 
to see how this final 
chapter will play out.

Harrison County 
native, Jarrod West 
announced this past 
week that he was on 
the move to Louisville.  
West, a four-year starter 
at Marshall, averaged 
12.5 points, 6 assists, 
3.5 rebounds, and 2.5 
steals this past season.  
The Cardinals outlasted 
Pitt, Florida, Rhode 
Island, Miami, Wichita 
State, Marquette, Ohio 
State, and West Virginia.  
West left his mark on 
the Thundering Herd’s 
program and took the 
record for steals (254) 
with him.  What is next 
for West after a year in 
the Bluegrass State?  
Maybe a trip to the 
NBA, which would be 
deserving for one of the 
hardest working players 
in the country. 

The Mountaineers 
could have used West’s 
services after recent 
and additional potential 
departures.  Jordan 
McCabe took his 
talents to UNLV to run 
the Running Rebels 
offensive attack.  Emmit 
Matthews Jr. entered the 
NCAA transfer portal 
this past week and is 
destined to leave the 
Mountaineer program.  
Taz Sherman, Sean 
McNeal, and Deuce 
McBride have all 

declared for the NBA 
draft.  They are all three 
important pieces for the 
program, but McBride 
is by far the most 
significant player that 
is looking to leave.  The 
likelihood of Sherman or 
McNeal actually getting 
drafted is slim and they 
are going through the 
evaluation process to see 
just where they stand.  
It will give them more 
of an understanding 
of what they need to 
improve on to eventually 
get to the league.  Out 
of the three, McBride 
would be the most 
likely drafted because 
his skill set and overall 
talent is far greater.  His 
departure would leave 
the ‘Eers without a point 
guard since McCabe 
has already exited the 
program.

It would have been a 
dream scenario if West 
would have stayed in 
the Mountain State.  It 
doesn’t seem like it 
was that long ago that 
his father hit the buzzer 
beater that sent WVU 
to the Sweet Sixteen.  
It would have been 
something to see another 
West running the show 
in Morgantown.  We 
can’t always get what 
we want, unless you are 
Louisville.

That will do it for now.  
Until next week…take 
care and God Bless!

Roundball News & Views!

Continued on page 10

Continued on page 9

Continued on page 9

Continued on page 8

Wheels Are In Motion 
For T-Ball To Come Back

Covid-19 paused many activities for the Park’s 
department including the beginning level of the 
Nation’s pastime. But, Recreation Specialist Jack 
Cann is putting together a game plan to bring 
back the ever popular T-ball league sponsored by 
Harrison County Parks and Recreation.

Director Mike Book, who received some good 
news hearing that his staff is full once again, will 
lean on Cann to put together a program that is not 
only a learning league, but, most importantly, a fun 
one as he explains.

“We have always had a T-ball league and for us not 
to have one in the past year was tough to swallow. 
But we have conversed with the WVSSAC and 
asked for their blueprint on handling softball and 
baseball under the Covid restrictions and we will 
formulate something of our own from that,” Book 
Said.

Cann’s to do list begins with getting the word out 
through social media markets as well as some local 
word of mouth through the school system. Many 
people have inquired about the program, but we 
were still in limbo as to the status of the league. 
Knowing that we can have it under the current 
conditions makes Book happy knowing that we 
have something for the kids in the area.

“We have lost so many programs during this 
pandemic and knowing that we are working on a 
Summer Parks Program, Energy Express and now 
some recreational activities really inspires me for 
a great summer plan.  The maintenance has been 
gracious in helping with some projects at the 
complex here (Recreation Complex) and now we 
get to utilize the fields at Summit Park.”

But, before play can begin, we are in need of 
a couple projects at the facility including some 
safety concerns with the fencing. Just some minor 
housework that will not only give the fields more 
appeal but keep the kids best interest in mind. Also, 
it will be a working relationship with the parents 
as far as the kids equipment is concerned as Book 
explains.

“We will provide the shirts for play and have all 
the necessities for the field. But, the parents will 
need to have a bat, glove and helmet for their kids.  
In the past, we offered a few helmets for the kids, 
however, we cannot share equipment this year. 
Each kid will have to have those items during 
play. We are researching some way of pre-ordering 
helmets to help save the parents a few dollars 
compared to buying full retail.”

In speaking with Cann, he has shown some 
excitement and is determined to make the league 
one of the best under his belt. Hopeful of a full 
field of players, we plan to have a rotation of 
games between the groups as well as instruction 
on the basics including hitting, fielding and the 
basic rules. The league will start sometime shortly 
after the school calendar year and most likely be a 

It’s that time once again to acknowledge the 
efforts of Harrison County’s student athletes.  
Each week a panel will take a look at the 
information collected to make the best choices 
possible.  They will review the performances of 
the athletes from the six schools (Bridgeport, 
Liberty, Lincoln, Notre Dame, Robert C. Byrd, 
and South Harrison) in our county.

The Shinnston News and Harrison County 
Journal’s Athletes of the Week Award is an 
avenue that is used to promote the youth of our 
county, while bringing attention to their athletic 
accomplishments.

This past week’s winners are Liberty’s Emma 
Elliott and Robert C. Byrd’s Bryson Lucas.

Mountaineer basketball player, Emma 
Elliott helped her team to its first win of the 
season.  Elliott scored 23 points and grabbed 
10 rebounds in last Monday’s win over Grafton.  
Elliott also had three steals in the victory.

Flying Eagle hoopster, Bryson Lucas helped 
his squad to a three-win week with victories 
over Liberty, Lincoln, and Grafton respectively.  
Lucas scored 56 points, hauled down 25 
rebounds, blocked 11 shots, and recorded five 
dunks in the three contests combined.

Congratulations to Liberty’s Emma Elliott 
and Robert C. Byrd’s Bryson Lucas for being 
named the Shinnston News and Harrison 
County Journal’s Athletes of the Week!

Mohican Wildlife Weekend In Mansfield, Ohio 
Offers Unforgettable Outdoor Experiences

Visitors can 
experience the habitats 
of birds and bats 
firsthand, learn about 
fly-fishing and more 
at the 20th Annual 
Mohican Wildlife 
Weekend, April 23-25 
in Mansfield, Ohio. 
Attendees will discover 
natural history and 

heritage at 13 program 
sites across Ashland 
and Richland Counties. 
Each offers workshops 
and demonstrations that 
engage both beginners 
and experienced 
naturalists. An ideal 
event for families, this 
fun and educational 
weekend features 

more than 30 hands-on 
activities and workshops 
for all ages, including 
birding boat tours, 
nature photography and 
crafts, wagon tours, 
wildlife interactions and 
much more. New this 
year, guests can earn up 
to five different survival 
hat pins, as well as a 

special hiking stick 
medallion by attending 
programs. 

With the theme of 
“Survivor Mohican,” 
this year’s Wildlife 
Weekend promises 
to be unforgettable. 
Marked by a keynote 
presentation by one of 
the stars of the History 
Channel’s outdoor 
survivalist series 
“Alone,” Carleigh 
Fairchild, will share 
stories from the 91 
days she spent in the 
wilderness of Patagonia 
and Mongolia. As the 

The Best Trout Streams In West Virginia

Looking for the best 
trout streams in West 
Virginia? The Mountain 
State is home to many 
of Appalachia’s most 
popular fly-fishing 
destinations, with it’s 

streams abundant with 
trout and many other 
types of fish.  Below is a 
list of streams with their 
own unique features, 
surprises and types of 
trout to be caught.

Elk River – 
Northeastern WV

Dubbed “The Lady” 
by local fishermen, the 
Elk River is a fly-fishing 
haven with tons of spots 
to catch large rainbow, 
brown, and brook trout. 
It is a popular fly-fishing 
destination for all skill 
levels.  The stream has 
several deep pools, 
shallow runs, and riffles 
with the highest portion 
of the river offering 
some of the best fly 
fishing in the state.

Dry Fork – Parsons, 
WV

Dry Fork is a 40-mile 
tributary of the Black 
Fork and Cheat River 
near the Monongahela 
Forest.  It is stocked 
with trout once in 
February and every two 
weeks March through 
May.  The river is home 
to brown, yellow, and 
rainbow trout and is 
another top destination 
for fly fishing in the 
state.

Mon National Forest Plans Prescribed Burn In 
Big Mountain Project Area

M o n o n g a h e l a 
National Forest plans 
to conduct a prescribed 
burn in the Big 
Mountain Project Area, 
southwest of Cherry 
Grove, this spring when 
conditions permit. 
The purpose of this 
burn is to re-establish 

fire’s natural role in 
the forest ecosystem, 
improve forest health 
and wildlife habitat, 
and reduce the threat of 
catastrophic wildfires. 

The burn area will 
be closed to the public 
on the day of the burn 
and may be closed for 

several days after to 
ensure public safety. 
Signs will be posted 
on nearby roads before 
and during burning. 
Residents and Forest 
visitors may see and 
smell smoke for several 
days. If you encounter 
smoke on the highway, 

slow down, turn on your 
vehicle’s lights and 
drive appropriately for 
the conditions 

Prescribed fires 
are conducted under 
specific weather 
conditions and are 
designed to accomplish 
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NANCY CARROLL 
JOHNSON

Nancy Carroll Johnson, 
a loving wife, mother, 
and grandmother went 
home to be with her Lord 
and Savior on March 26, 
2021. She was born June 
15, 1940 to the late Paul 
and Eleanor Smallridge. 

Nancy devoted her 
entire life to carrying for 
her family. She enjoyed 
dancing and laughing 
with her grandchildren, 
baking her family’s 
favorite pies, and taking 
care of her beloved cats. 
She loved riding in her 
red convertible while 
listening to her favorite 
music. Nancy never 
missed watching the local 
broadcasts of the Sago 
Baptist Church services 
and enjoyed sharing the 
sermon messages with 
her family.

Nancy is survived 
by her husband of 64 
years, Denver Johnson; 
daughter Nancy Johnson 
and son-in-law Rick 
Johnson of Huntersville, 
NC; son Mark Johnson 
and daughter-in-law 
Laurie Johnson of 
Woodstock, GA; daughter 
Paulette Shaffer and son-
in-law Dan Shaffer of 
Bridgeport, WV; daughter 
Jennifer Simmons 
and son-in-law Todd 
Simmons of League City, 
TX; five grandchildren, 
Christopher Johnson, 
William Shaffer, Allie 
Simmons, Zach Simmons, 
and Avery Simmons; and 
brother Paul Smallridge 
and sister-in-law Karen 
Smallridge of Greenville, 
SC.

Nancy is preceded in 
death by her parents, 
daughter Anastasia 
Johnson, and grandson 
Gregory Lee Pitzer.

Nancy loved the Lord 
and her family. She will 
be deeply missed by her 
loved ones.

The family would like 
to express their gratitude 
to the nurses and staff at 
Ruby Memorial Hospital 
for their compassionate 
care of Nancy.

A funeral service was 
held at Harmer Funeral 
Home on Friday, April 2, 
2021.

Online memories 
and condolences may 
be shared at www.
harmerfuneralhome.com

DENVER CLAUDE 
ALLEN JOHNSON

Denver Claude Allen 
Johnson, a devoted 
husband, father, and 
grandfather joined his 

recently departed wife of 
64 years, Nancy Johnson, 
to spend eternity together 
in Heaven with their 
Lord and Savior. Denver 
was born August 15, 
1938 to the late George 
and Geraldine Johnson. 

Denver was a Navy 
Veteran who served his 
country while stationed in 
Newport, Rhode Island. 
Denver spent the majority 
of his career as a proud 
West Virginia coalminer. 
He began his mining 
career at Loveridge Mine 
where through hard 
work and dedication he 
eventually became Mine 
Superintendent. Denver 
later assisted in opening 
Dent’s Run Mine, spent 
time at Four States Mine, 
and then ultimately ended 
his 31-year notable career 
as Mine Superintendent 
at Robinson Run Mine. 
Denver’s strong work 
ethic is a characteristic 
that served him well 
throughout his lifetime.

Denver enjoyed being 
outside and taking care 
of his land. He took great 
joy in spending time 
with his grandchildren, 
laughing and joking with 
them. He loved the Lord 
and enjoyed reading 
his Bible early in the 
mornings.

Denver is survived 
by his daughter Nancy 
“Elaine” Johnson and 
son-in-law Rick Johnson 
of Huntersville, NC; 
son Mark Johnson and 
daughter-in-law Laurie 
Johnson of Woodstock, 
GA; daughter Paulette 
Shaffer and son-in-
law Dan Shaffer of 
Bridgeport, WV; 
daughter Jennifer 
Simmons and son-in-
law Todd Simmons 
of League City, TX; 
five grandchildren 
Christopher Johnson, 
William Shaffer, 
Allie Simmons, Zach 
Simmons, and Avery 
Simmons; brother David 
Johnson and wife Judy 
of Idamay, WV; sister 
Wanda Hickman and 
husband Sonny of Mount 
Clare, WV; sister Patti 
Burge of Fairmont, WV; 
and brother, Pastor Ron 
Johnson and wife Debbie 
of Shinnston, WV.

Denver is preceded 
in death by his beloved 
wife, parents, daughter 
Anastasia Johnson, 
grandson Gregory Lee 
Pitzer; brother, George 
“Ernie” Johnson; brother, 
Pastor James “Whitey” 
Johnson; sister Wilma 
Jean Arnett; and brother-
in-law Delmus Burge.

A funeral service was 
held at Harmer Funeral 
Home on Friday, April 2, 
2021. 

Online memories 
and condolences may 
be shared at www.
harmerfuneralhome.com

RAY GREENE
Ray Greene, 80, of 

Clarksburg, passed away 
on Thursday, March 18, 
2021 at United Hospital 
Center. He was born 
January 23, 1941 in 
Tennessee a son of the 
late Charles and Mary 
Mullins Greene.H

He is survived by 
his loving wife of 60 
years, Annie Bell Barton 

Greene; his children, 
Terry Ray Greene 
of Salem, Christina 
Morlock of Clarksburg, 
and Mary Jane McIe of 
Salem; 9 grandchildren, 
Ninna Ann Hooper, 
Virginia Ann Greene, 
Darrell Ray Greene, 
Stephanie Ann Greene, 
Mary June Sprout, David 
Lee Cork, Billy Jack 
Cork, Matthew David 
Nicholson, and Michael 
Joseph Morlock; 52 
great-grandchildren; his 
brother, Jimmy Greene of 
Ohio; his sisters, Barbara 
Bell of Florida and Joyce 
Johnson of Tennessee; as 
well as several nieces and 
nephews.

In addition to his 
parents, Ray was 
preceded in death by 
his daughter, Wanda 
Louise Brooks; his 
granddaughter, Melissa 
Sue Grace Leasure 
and his sister, Priscilla 
Samples.

Ray and his family 
lived in Baltimore for 
many years. Upon 
moving to West Virginia, 
Ray was employed 
as a security guard at 
Ingersoll-Rand and later 
as manager of the River 
Bend Motel. He was a 
very religious man and 
was a devoted husband 
to Annie for 60 years. 
He loved being with his 
children, grandchildren, 
and great-grandchildren.

In keeping with his 
wishes, cremation 
services were provided 
by Perine Funeral Home. 
Online condolences and 
memories can be shared 
with the family at www.
perinefunerals.com

BETTY LOUISE 
KEITH MICHAELS
Betty Louise Keith 

Michaels, 83, of Quiet 
Dell passed away on 
Wednesday, March 10, 
2021 at her residence. She 
was born in Wilmington, 
NC on November 14, 
1937, a daughter of the 
late Oscar Wade and 
Clara Mason Jackson.

Twice married, she 
was preceded in death by 
her first husband, Okey 
Taylor Keith on July 10, 
1966, and also her second 
husband, Victor Michaels 
on March 8, 2011.

Surviving is one 
daughter, Vickie Marlene 
Hastman and her husband 
Keith of Bridgeport and 
one son, Mathew Keith 
and his wife Tabatha 
of Bridgeport; three 
grandchildren, Taylor 
Lee Keith and his fiancé 
Lisa of Bridgeport, 
Roger “Wade” Keith 
and his wife Lindsey of 
Bridgeport, and Drew 
Victor Hastman of 
Bridgeport; three great 
grandchildren, Bentley, 
Georgia and Maverick 
Keith; and her dog LuLu.

She was also preceded 
in death by one brother, 
James Wade “J.W.” 
Jackson.

Betty was a graduate 
of New Hanover High 
School in Wilmington, 
NC, Class of 1955. 
She received her 
Associates in Accounting 
from Fairmont State 
College. Betty was a 
retired secretary with 
the Harrison County 

Board of Education.  
She was a member of 
the Bridgeport United 
Methodist Church, Quiet 
Dell United Methodist 
Church and a lifelong 
volunteer at United 
Hospital Center.

Funeral services 
were held on Monday, 
March 15, 2021 at Amos 
Carvelli Funeral Home 
with Reverend Dr. Ken 
Ramsey officiating.  
Interment was in the 
Floral Hills Memorial 
Gardens.

M e m o r i a l 
contributions can be 
made to the Bridgeport 
United Methodist 
Church, 251 Worthington 
Drive, Bridgeport WV  
26330.

Expressions of 
sympathy may be 
extended to the family at 
www.amoscarvelli.com.  

ISAIAH DAVID 
EDGELL

Isaiah David Edgell, 
55, of Center Point, 
passed on March 27, 
2021.  He was born 
December 6, 1965 in 
Clarksburg, son of the 
late Archie Dail and 
Frances Kathleen Hutson 
Edgell. 

David had worked as 
a crane operator and was 
a truck driver for many 
years, currently working 
for ATI Trucking in 
Masontown, WV. He 
enjoyed working on 
cars, riding ATV’s and 
building log cabins.

He is survived by 
four children, Robbie 
Uselton and wife Gina, 
Pittsburgh, PA, Brandi 
Dawn Fulbright, Maiden, 
NC, Amanda Diane 
Reynolds and Wesley, 
Elgin, SC, James David 
“JD” Edgell and Mariah, 
Catawba, NC; ten 
grandchildren, Gage, 
Joshua, Jasmine, Jacob, 
Caleb, Nathaniel, Cole, 
Hailey, Axel and Dakota; 
two siblings, Steven Dail 
Edgell and Amanda, 
Philippi, and Daniel 
Bruce Edgell, Center 
Point; and several nieces 
and nephews. 

In addition to his 
parents, David was 
preceded in death by 
his siblings, Katherine 
Louise Drain, and Jackie 
Lee Edgell.

A funeral service was 
held at Davis Funeral 
Home on April 3, 2021 
with Pastor Robert 
Marino presiding. 
Interment followed at the 
Center Point Cemetery. 

Online condolences 
may be sent to 
DavisFuneralHomeWV.
com.

SALVATORE “SAM” 
JOSEPH LACARIA
Salvatore “Sam” 

Joseph Lacaria, 94, of 
Clarksburg passed away 
on Tuesday, March 30, 
2021 at United Hospital 
Center.

Sam was born 
December 15, 1926 in 
Clarksburg, the son of the 
late James L. and Clara 
Caputo Lacaria.  

He was a local business 
man that worked until the 
end. He was a member of 
Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church and the 
Knights of Columbus.

Sam is survived by his 
children, Joann Barger 
and Jeff, Bridgeport, 
James “Jimmy” Lacaria 
and Maureen, Bridgeport, 
Donna Wilson and 
Jimmy, Nashville, TN, 
Sam J Lacaria Jr. and 
Tammy, Bridgeport, 
Christopher “Chris” 
Lacaria, Kingsland, GA, 
Mary Ann Cincinnati, 
Martinsburg, WV; 
seventeen grandchildren; 
six great grandchildren; 
one brother, John 
Lacaria, Suttons Bay, 
MI; and several nieces 
and nephews.   

In addition to his 
parents, Sam was 
preceded in death by 
his wife Mary Scarcelli 
Lacaria on August 
8, 1982; four sisters, 
Antoinette Fiorenza, 
Rose Bonem, Mary 
Burnett, Virginia 
Mercure; five brothers, 
Felix, Frank, George, 
Louie and Albert Lacaria.

A Private service will 
be held at Davis Funeral 
Home and a Private 
Interment will follow at 
Holy Cross Cemetery. 
Online condolences 
can be sent at www.
davisfuneralhomewv.
com. 

Memorial donations 
can be made to the 
Mustard Seed, P.O. Box 
2709, Clarksburg, WV 

26301.

GERALD “JERRY” 
MARTIN DAVIS

Gerald “Jerry” Martin 
Davis, 81, of Bridgeport 
passed away on March 
31, 2021. He was born 
on August 3, 1939 in 
Romines Mills, WV, the 
son of the late Homer 
and Harriett Marguerite 
Hardman Davis.

Jerry graduated 
from Bridgeport 
High School, Class 
of 1957. He attended 
Chicago Tech and 
received his Drafting 
Certificate and came 
back to WV to work 
for the Department of 
Highways helping 
build Route 50. He then 
went to work for Union 
Carbide and retired 
working in production 
control. His favorite job 
was being the owner 
of Jerry’s Flies which 
he started in 1975.  
He enjoyed hunting, 
fishing, Mountaineer 
games with his son, and 
being a handy man.  He 
loved spending time 
with family and friends. 

Jerry is survived by 
three children, Julie 
Martin and Andrew 
“Jim”, Fairmont, 
Jo Ellen Davis, 
Bridgeport, James 
Bradley Davis and 
Mary Kay, Bridgeport; 
one grandson, Markus 
“Alex” Bray, Fairmont; 
two siblings, Howard 
Edward Davis and 
Carol, Stonewood, 
Shirley Webb and 
Ronald, Fairmont; 
several nieces and 
nephews.

In addition to his 
parents, Jerry was 
preceded in death by 
his wife Judith Elaine 
Goldsmith Davis on 
September 6, 2015 
whom he married on 
July 2, 1961 and one 
brother, Robert Lee 
Davis.

A funeral service was 
held on April, 6, 2021 
at Davis Funeral Home 
with Pastor J. Edward 
McDaniels officiating. 
Interment followed at 
Floral Hills Memorial 
Gardens. Online 
condolences can be 
made on DavisFunera 
lHomeWV.com.

Continued on Page 9



Apr. 8, 2021 - Apr. 14, 2021 8

“Shinnston City Council” cont. from p. 1

“Mon Forest Plans Burn” cont. from p. 6

• CLASSIFIEDS

 HEALTH/MEDICAL
UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
Life Insurance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

ATTENTION MEDICARE CUSTOM-
ERS WITH DIABETES? You may 
qualify to get a new CGM Monitoring 
system at little to no cost you. Call for 
24/7 FREE details. 855-544-5261

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-405-3412 www.
dental50plus.com/press #6258

SAVE ON MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT 
INSURANCE! Get a FAST and FREE 
Rate Quote from Medicare.com. No 
Cost! No Obligation! Compare Quotes 
from Major Insurance Cos. Operators 
Standing By. CALL 1-866-242-1621

MEDICAL-GRADE HEARING AIDS for 
LESS THAN $200! FDA-Registered. 
Crisp, clear sound, state of-the-art fea-
tures & no audiologist needed.  Try it 
RISK FREE for 45 Days! CALL 1-888-
701-4595

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRESCRIP-

TION! World Health Link. Price Match 
Guarantee! Prescriptions Required. 
CIPA Certified. Over 1500 medications 
available. CALL Today For A Free Price 
Quote. 1-866-701-7921 Call Now!

UNABLE TO WORK DUE TO INJU-
RY OR ILLNESS? Call Bill Gordon & 
Assoc., Social Security Disability At-
torneys! FREE Evaluation. Local At-
torneys Nationwide 1-844-448-0317 
[Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington DC. 
Office: Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]  

INTERNET/TV
DIRECTV - Every live football game, 
every Sunday - anywhere - on your 
favorite device. Restrictions apply. Call 
IVS - 1-844-373-2749

FREE Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Premi-
um movie channels, FREE for 3 mos! 
Call 1-844-373-2749HUGHESNET 
SATELLITE INTERNET - 25mbps 
starting at $49.99/mo! Get More Data   
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST download 
speeds. WiFi built in!  FREE Standard 
Installation for lease customers! Lim-
ited Time, Call 1-877-567-2866

DISH Network. $59.99 for 190 Chan-
nels! Blazing Fast Internet, $19.99/
mo. (where available.) Switch & Get 
a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE 
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-736-4350

EARTHLINK HIGH SPEED INTER-
NET. As Low As $14.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed Fi-
ber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-866-305-7264

SPECTRUM TRIPLE PLAY! TV, In-

ternet & Voice for $99.97/mo. Fastest 
Internet. 100 MB per second speed. 
Free Primetime on Demand. Unlimited 
Voice. NO CONTRACTS. Call 1-855-
659-9619

MISCELLANEOUS
GENERAC Standby Generators. The 
weather is increasingly unpredictable. 
Be prepared for power outages. FREE 
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!) 
Schedule your FREE in-home assess-
ment today. Call 1-844-901-2301  Spe-
cial financing for qualified customers.

THINKING ABOUT installing a new 
shower? American Standard makes it 
easy. FREE design consultation. Enjoy 
your shower again! Call 1-833-385-
1415 today to see how you can save 
$1,000 on installation, or visit www.
newshowerdeal.com/wvps

GIVE THE GIFT OF DELICIOUS OR-
ANGES fresh from the grove!  Four 
unique varieties. Twenty delicious or-
anges. LIMITED TIME OFFER. Only 
$19.99 ( $5.99 s/h per box). Call Hale 
Groves  1-855-548-0380. Mention item 
#487 and code HMVH-N203  or visit 
www.halegroves.com/A12205

HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE, 
Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 Penn-
sylvania Ave., Charleston, WV. Call 
(304) 541-9139 for an appointment.  

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off and 0% financing 
for those who qualify. PLUS Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-844-295-
2840

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today any of three easy ways:

Call classifieds at this Newspaper
 

Or WVPA at 1-800-235-6881 or Visit www.wvpress.org
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Do you want government 
taking more control?

Elected officials are looking to make big changes
The West Virginia Legislature is 
considering taking Clay County  
legal ads and public notices out of  
the Clay County Free Press and onto a 
state government-controlled website in 
Charleston. 

Contact your legislator today and tell them you 
want your legal ads and public notices in the 
Clay County Free Press:

Patrick Martin 
(304) 357-7845

patrick.martin@wvsenate.gov

Mike Romano
(304) 357-7904

mike.romano@wvsenate.gov

Roger Hanshaw
(304) 340-3210

roger.hanshaw@wvhouse.gov

KEEP YOUR LEGAL ADS IN CLAY COUNTY

n Delinquent 
  tax lists
n Property sales 
n Election ballots
n Voting changes 
n Tax increases
n Project bids
n Family court

n Government 
  budgets
n Government 
  financial 
  statements
n Zoning   
  changes  
  and other 
  public         
  notices

and Nutter Fort, looked 
at the street sweeper 
being considered for 
purchase and shared by 
the two communities.  
He said although it 
had a hefty price tag of 
close to $240,000, he 
was impressed by its 
performance.

Both the mayor and 
City Manager Edwards 
will meet with CityNet 
to discuss the possibility 
of broadband expansion 
in Shinnston.  Kovalck 
also stated he would 
like to begin discussing 
with SPD Chief Harbert 
about resuming the 
Neighborhood Watch 
meetings that were 

halted due to COVID. 
He would like to 
look into developing 
a confidential list 
of properties with 
security cameras and 
the possibility of those 
owners’ willingness to 
share camera footage 
with police in the event 
of problems in their 
neighborhoods.  

Mayor Kovalck went 
to great lengths to do 
a study of parking 
availability in Shinnston 
and said he didn’t see a 
need for more parking 
lots in town. He feels 
that first the City should 
focus on attracting new 
businesses to Shinnston. 

City Manager Chad 
Edwards reported the 
following departmental 
reports: 

- S E W E R :  
Two sewer lines were 
replaced – one on Hood 
Avenue and another on 
Clement Street.

- POLICE – 
SPD successfully took 
15 grams of Fentanyl 
off the streets recently.   
Another bust brought 
in almost $50,000 
(street value) worth 
of THC wax.  A lease 
was recently signed for 
two new police cruisers 
that have already 
been picked up.  The 
payments will not begin 
until next year’s budget 

(July 2021).
- P U B L I C 

WORKS – Crews will 
begin patching potholes 
and graveling alleys 
now that the worst of 
winter weather is almost 
over. 

- E C O N O M I C 
DEVELOPMENT – 
Mr. Taco made his 
second appearance in 
Shinnston and was not 
so overwhelmed this 
time.  

- PARKS & REC 
– A new pool manager, 
Sonia McGrady, has 
been hired for the 
summer; her experience 
will prove to be an asset.  
Lifeguards will be the 
next hiring that is done.

- 
ADMINISTRATION 
– Police Chief Jon 
Harbert, Mayor Kovalck 
and City Manager Chad 
Edwards will meet with 
Congressman McKinley 
to discuss issues 
concerning Shinnston.

Councilman Rodney 
Strait added that at a 
recent meeting, the 
roof on the concession 
stand at the pool was 
discussed and someone 
is interested in replacing 
it with metal roofing.  
He stated that some of 
the pavilions are in need 
of some TLC.  Jewel 
City Church volunteers 
have offered to do 
some projects at the 
park again with Public 
Works furnishing labor 
on the remainder that 
is needed.  He noted 
too that Lincoln High 
School has requested to 
use the park for Lincoln 
High School’s Prom as 
it is an outdoor venue.  
The amphitheater,  too,  
was examined and 
needs to be cleaned and 
re-stained. 

Discussion items on 
the agenda included:

- S T R E E T 
SIGN PROJECT – 
Replacing 18 street 
signs and brackets in 
the downtown area 
will come at a cost of 
nearly $7,400. Edwards 
recommended holding 
off on other signs until 
the end of summer.  
Proceeding with street 
signage will be an action 
item on the agenda at the 
next meeting. He also 
noted that some stop 
signs that are not needed 
could be removed and 
reused where there is a 
need. 

- A M E R I C A N 
RESCUE PLAN 
FUNDS – Shinnston 
will get funding in the 
amount of $880,000 

that will come in two 
installments.  The City 
Manager recommends 
tackling the lift station 
for Lincoln Apartments 
first with some of the 
funds ($350,000).  
Councilman Wiles said 
he felt some of the 
funding could help get a 
generator for the Water 
Plant and one at the 
sewer plant as well so 
that the City would be 
prepared in advance if 
the need arose; he said 
the City could perhaps 
even look into a mobile 
unit.  Edwards stated 
that the State Auditor 
could give guidance on 
what spending would be 
allowed.  The sidewalk 
in front of the Murphy 
Building was another 
consideration, and it 
was noted that citizens’ 
main concerns seem to 
be broadband expansion 
and road improvements.

- GREENSPACE 
/ MUSEUM PARKING  
LOT – The City 
Manager explained 
that Jim Scudere has 
offered to give the City 
his parking lot located 
between the library 
and the museum IF 
they agree to turn the 
greenspace on Pike 
Street into a parking lot, 
the expenses of which 
would be incurred 
by the City.  When 
assessing if there was a 
need for more parking, 
it was noted that the 
Fire Department would 
allow public parking 
if needed on its lot 
and Jason Martin said 
parking on his lot on 
Rebecca St. (the former 
church parking lot) 
would also be permitted.  
City Recorder Kathleen 
Panek reminded 
Council that a previous 
Council had already 
approved adding 11 
diagonal parking spaces 
on Main Street adjacent 
to the greenspace.  Mr. 
Scudere has already 
roped off his parking lot 
on Bridge Street with no 
parking being permitted 
there. 

- S T R E E T 
SWEEPING PLAN/
STREET SWEEPER 
PURCHASE – The 
City Manager has 
already inquired about 
a 10-year loan if both 
Shinnston and Nutter 
Fort join forces on the 
purchase of a new street 
sweeper they would 
share.  If both entities 
sold the sweepers they 
now own, the cost 
of this new purchase 
would be $216,000 – 

each sharing $108,000 
of that cost.  This would 
be an intergovernmental 
agreement between the 
City of Shinnston and 
Nutter Fort.

- S U M M E R 
POOL ACTIVITIES – 
Councilman Andrew 
Kisamore said he would 
like to see usage at the 
park and pool increased 
and that perhaps 
they should look into 
different programs 
and new activities for 
different age groups – 
i.e., senior citizens and 
maybe Healthy Harrison 
programs. 

- SIX-MONTH 
PROJECT PROGRESS 
– Council reviewed the 
goals they had set to 
check on the progress of 
each and were pleased 
that several are set to 
begin and one has been 
completed (the school 
safety rails).  Street 
signs will be voted upon 
at the next meeting, and 
paving is set to begin as 
soon as the contractor 
returns from vacation.  
Nine streets on the list 
to be tackled during 
this project include 
Jackson St., Second St., 
Factory St., Howard St., 
Stewart St. Ferguson 
St., Clark St., Seth Ave., 
and Fleming Way.  Van 
Rufus will be addressed 
after work recently 
performed there has had 
time to properly settle.  
Cleanup at the park and 
broadband are being 
discussed now, and 
Councilman Kisamore 
will see that split rail 
fence posts and rails are 
ordered.  

- R O L E S 
& ETHICS 
C O N C E R N I N G 
COUNCIL MEMBERS 
– Councilman Kisamore 
stated that the pandemic 
in 2020 had slowed 
down momentum a 
great deal in moving 
forward with projects 
but that a positive 
attitude was essential. 
He also noted that social  
media postings are 
sometimes factual but 
many times are not, and 
to help the City have 
positive results, keeping 
an optimistic attitude 
would bring about better 
results.

No Executive Session 
was needed.  The next 
meeting of Shinnston 
City Council will be 
held on April 12th 
(Public Hearing first), 
and April 20th will be 
the required meeting to 
set the levy rates with a 
work session to follow. 

pre-determined forest 
management goals. 
Monongahela National 
Forest follows strict 
guidelines for conducting 
prescribed burns, and 
takes into consideration 

environmental factors 
such as temperature, 
humidity and wind. If any 
environmental conditions 
are not within limits, the 
burns will be postponed. 

Local radio stations 

will be alerted to burn 
activities ahead of time. 
When burning begins, 
information, photos, and 
maps will be available 
at https://inciweb.nwcg.
gov/.
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books!  Some of these adult fans – members of 
the Harrison County Senior Center’s Book Club – 
recorded readings for his 117th birthday this year 
for the Harrison County Parks and Recreation.  
The reading were shared online with children.  As 
the photos here show, Book Club members even 
dressed for the occasion to do the recordings of 
some of his revered books!
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featured speaker on 
Friday, April 23 at 7 
p.m., guests can meet 
Fairchild at Pleasant 
Hill Lake Park as she 
explains how she used 
her skills to live wholly 
off the land. Fairchild 
will offer insight into 
the psychological 
effect of such extreme 
isolation. The event 
will take place at an 
outdoor covered stage 
area with plenty of 
social distancing, 
though space is limited 
for this free event, 
with registration 
and details found 

at MohicanWildlife 
Weekend.com. 

Program sites 
include: Gorman Nature 
Center, Malabar Farm 
State Park, Mohican 
State Park and Lodge, 
Clearfork Reservoir 
Marina, Ohio Bird 
Sanctuary, Fin Feather 
& Fur Outfitters, 
Pleasant Hill Lake 
Park, Charles Mill Lake 
Park, Byers Woods, 
Fowlers Woods, Hazel 
Willis Woods, Shelby 
Wetlands and Landoll’s 
Mohican Castle. 

While registration 
is not required for 

programs, some have 
limited space and are 
offered first come, first 
served depending on 
activity and location. 
Most venues are outside, 
with all following strict 
COVID-19 sanitation, 
distancing and mask 
procedures. Tickets 
must be purchased 
at mohicanwild 
lifeweekend.com for 
the birding boat tours.

Just in time for 
April 24 “Trails Day,” 
Destination Mansfield 
also announces the 
release of the new 
Mohican Regional Trail 

Guide, produced by 
Mohican Trails Club. 
Ohio’s largest and 
only multi-trails guide 
it covers more than 
170 miles and features 
trails for all hiking 
experience levels 
and types, including 
hiking, mountain 
biking, bridle and water 
trails, as well as paved 
bikeways throughout 
Ashland and Richland 
counties. This up-to-
date and expanded 
edition is the area’s 
most comprehensive 
and accurate trail map. 
Highlighting GPS-

marked trailways, 
trailheads, facilities 
and points of interest, 
the guide helps visitors 
enjoy the area’s many 
fun, safe and socially 
distanced outdoor travel 
experiences. The trail 
guides are available for 
$2 each at park office 
locations and local area 
businesses. Proceeds 
fund trail maintenance 
and Mohican Trails 
Club educational 
programs. 

A destination unlike 
any other, Mansfield 
and Richland County, 
Ohio offers unusual 

travel adventures 
and experiences, 
such as spending the 
night in a haunted 
former state prison 
where Hollywood 
blockbuster movies 
are shot, world-class 
motorsports, skiing, 
hiking, biking, golf, and 
loads of other outdoor 
adventures attract 
families and visitors 
of all ages.  Complete 
visitor information 
and free visitor 
guides are available at 
Destination Mansfield.
com or by calling (800) 
642-8282.

Seneca Creek – 
Seneca Rocks, WV

Seneca Creek is a 
well-known stream 
populated with native 
brook trout and wild 
rainbow trout. The 
river flows for nearly 
10 miles, dotted with 
pools, waterfalls, and 
riffles making for an 
immensely beautiful 
area for fly fishing. 
Seneca Creek has 
several accessible fly-
fishing spots, including 
some of the best spots 
that take more of a hike 
to get to. The river is 
near the Seneca Rocks 
Discovery Center, so 

there are restrooms 
nearby.

Cranberry River – 
Central West Virginia

The Cranberry River 
stretches 41 miles in 
central West Virginia 
within the Monongahela 
National Forest. Types 
of trout include brown, 
brook, rainbow, and 
golden. Anglers will find 
two sections along the 
river: the backcountry 
and the lower section. 
The lower section is 
easily accessible with 
roads that run alongside 
this portion of the river. 
The backcountry is a 16-
mile remote section that 

does not allow vehicle 
access—if you plan on 
fishing the backcountry 
section of the Cranberry 
River, there are several 
overnight shelters 
available to stay in.

North Fork – 
Richwood, WV

Stocked with rainbow, 
browns, native brook 
trout, and gold rainbow 
trout, the North Fork 
of the Cherry River 
is a popular spot for 
fishing. Beginning in 
southeastern Pocohantas 
County, the North Fork 
of the Cherry River 
has a 1.8-mile catch-
and-release section 

where fly fishing is at 
its best. Here, anglers 
will find rainbow, 
brown, and golden 
rainbow trout. The 
stream runs through the 
Monongahela National 
Forest in Richwood and 
has plenty of spots with 
deep pools and riffles. 
The stream is stocked 
once in February and 
every two weeks March 
through May.

Second Creek – 
Lewisburg, WV

Located in Lewisburg, 
WV, Second Creek 
features a 1.5-mile-long 
catch-and-release, fly-
fish only trout stream 

that is stocked once 
in April of each year. 
The stream is typically 
shallow with a gravel 
bottom and reaches its 
lowest levels during 
the summer months. 
However, there are 
plenty of spots that 
feature deeper sections. 
The stream is located on 
private property and is 
a popular spot for local 
anglers.

North Fork, South 
Branch Potomac River-

Northeastern West 
Virginia

The river is quite 
peaceful, making it a 
great spot for all ages and 

skill levels. The North 
Fork portion of the area 
is easily accessible with 
plenty of parking along 
the river. The water is 
perfect for wading and 
has several large pools, 
riffles, and fast runs.

Anglers can also 
enjoy a serene fly-
fishing experience along 
the private, two-mile 
portion of the North 
Fork when booked 
through Harman’s 
Luxury Log Cabins. 
This two-mile stretch is 
home to beautiful trout 
year-round, including 
golden, brown, and 
brook trout.

John Rush Named To Fall 
2020 Dean’s List At Citadel

John Rush of 
Bridgeport is among the 
nearly 1,400 cadets and 
students recognized 
for their academic 
achievements during 
the fall 2020 semester 
at the Citadel.

The Dean’s List is a 
recognition given to 
cadets and students 
who are registered for 
12 or more semester 
hours and whose grade 
point average is 3.20 or 

higher, with no grade 
of I (Incomplete) and 
no grade below C for 
work in a semester.

Due to a commitment 
to academic excellence, 
63% of Citadel cadets 
and students graduate 
after four years and go 
on to earn an average 
salary of nearly 
$57,000 after learning 
how to be principled 
leaders in all walks of 
life.

FRED L. BAILEY
Fred L. Bailey, 79, 

of Bridgeport, went to 
be with the Lord at his 
residence on Saturday, 
March 27, 2021. 
He was born July 6, 
1941 in Big Issac in 
Doddridge County, a 
son of the late Fred 
“Goose” Bailey and 
Opal Hinkle Bailey.

On May 28, 1968, 
he married Mary 
(Caldwell) Bailey, 
who preceded him in 
death on July 3, 2017.

He is survived by 
several nephews; 
Robert Paugh and 
his wife Susan, 
John Paugh and his 
wife Dodie, Danny 
Cottrell, Tim Cottrell, 
Brad Myers, William 
O’Field, Randal 
O’Field and Ronald 
O’Field; nieces, Eilene 
Caldwell Harris, 
Denice Spencer 
Ramirez and Linda 
Myers Malcolm; and 
a special great-niece, 
Debra Toth and her 
husband Chris; and 
several other great-
nieces and great-
nephews.

He was also preceded 
in death by his step-
son, Gregory Joseph, 
and his sister, Lou Nell 
Bailey Cottrell Wolfe.

Fred graduated from 
Doddridge County 
High School in 1959. 
He served in the 
United States Navy 
from 1960 – 1964 and 
served aboard the USS 
San Pablo, serving in 
the Cuban Blockade.

He retired from 
Anchor Hocking Glass 
Co. as a supervisor 
after 20 years of 
service. He and his 
wife Mary operated 

the Odyssey Supper 
Club in Hepzibah for 
20 years.

He was a member of 
the United Methodist 
Temple in Clarksburg, 
and the American 
Legion.

A Graveside Service 
was held on March 
30, 2021 at Shinnston 
Memorial Cemetery 
with Reverend Michael 
Burge presiding and 
Military Funeral 
Honors accorded by 
the Harrison County 
Honor Guard.

 
DALE T. DODD

Dale T. Dodd, 89, 
of Bridgeport passed 
away on Monday, 
March 29, 2021.

He was born in 
Wendel, WV on 
September 26, 1931, a 
son of the late Granger 
and Frances Edna 
Wagner Dodd.

He was married to 
Elizabeth Ilene Cassell 
Dodd on July 24, 
1966, who preceded 
him in death on March 
17, 2019. 

Surviving are two 
daughters, Debbie 
Lynn Booth and her 
husband Steve of 
Greenacres, FL and 
Lisa Dodd McGee 
of Lexington, KY; 
two step-children, 
William Ellis Colvin 
and his wife Jeanne 
of Seattle, WA and 
Sharon Ilene Kellogg 
of Palm Desert CA;  
two grandchildren, 
Cindy Carnahan of 
Royal Beach, FL and 
Adam Brown of West 
Palm Beach, FL; two 
great grandchildren, 
Justin Hedges and 
Bryan Carnahan; 

one great-great 
granddaughter, Sutton 
Rose Carnahan; two 
step grandchildren, 
Michael Colvin and 
David Colvin of 
Seattle, WA; four step-
great grandchildren; 
and one sister, Phyllis 
Lancaster of Grafton. 

He was also preceded 
in death by one infant 
brother, Alden Leo 
Dodd and one sister, 
Patricia Ann Butcher. 

Mr. Dodd was retired 
from the United States 
Coast Guard with 
22 years of service, 
and later was an 
apprentice with Union 
Electric Company. He 
enjoyed gardening 
and hunting, and was 
a life-long member of 
the Grand Lodge of 
Iowa AF&AM.

In keeping with his 
wishes, Mr. Dodd 
will be cremated.  A 
graveside service will 
be held in the WV 
National Cemetery at 
a later date.

JAMES FRANKLIN 
“JIM” JENSEN

James Franklin 
“Jim” Jensen, 80, 
of Bridgeport, WV 
passed away on 
Wednesday, March 31, 
2021 at his residence 
surrounded by his 
family.

Jim was born 
in Detroit, MI on 
September 4, 1940 a 
son of the late Lewis 
L. and Ernestine Cook 
Jensen.

He is survived by 
his wife of 53 years, 
Sammie Rose Lopez 
Jensen who resides 
at their home in 
Bridgeport.

In addition to his 
wife, Jim is survived 

by two sons, James 
“Jim” Jensen Jr. 
of Savannah, GA, 
and Jeffrey Jensen 
and wife Kristin 
of Harrisburg, PA; 
two grandchildren, 
Jackson Klingaman, 
and Nancy Rose 
Jensen of Harrisburg, 
PA; one sister, 
Marguerite Ochadleus; 
four brothers-in-law, 
Frank Lopez and wife 
Virginia of Fairmont, 
Vincent Lopez and 
wife Mary Jo of 
Clarksburg, David 
Lopez and wife Gina 
of Clarksburg, and 
John Lopez and wife 
Beverly of Bridgeport; 
three sisters-in-law, 
Donna Fragale of 
Bridgeport, Francis 
Lopez of Clarksburg, 
and Cheryl Walter 
and husband Tom 
of Clarksburg; and 
several nieces and 
nephews.

In addition to his 
parents, he is preceded 
in death by two 
brothers, Lewis and 
Donald Jensen; one 
sister, Shirley Crown; 
and two sisters-in-law, 
Arlene McKitrick, and 
Linda Parsley.

Jim was a sales 
representative for 
Union Pacific Railroad 
where he retired 
with over 30 years of 
service and he was a 
United States Marine 
Corps Veteran. He was 
an avid golfer, history 
buff, particularly in 
the realm of General 
Custer, and enjoyed 
reading. He was a 
huge Detroit sports 
fan through “Thin and 
Thin”. Jim was a very 
loyal person and he 
truly loved his family.

The family asks that 

memorial donations be 
made to a charity of 
your choice in memory 
of Jim.

A gathering of 
family and friends 
was held at the Amos 
Carvelli Funeral Home 
on April 4, 2021 where 

full military honors 
were accorded.

Expression of 
sympathy may be 
extended to the family 
at www.amoscarvelli.
com. A service of 
Amos Carvelli Funeral 
Home.
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Fairmont State University To Launch U.S. Air Force JROTC Summer Program

The Fairmont State 
University Aviation 
Center of Excellence is 
preparing to welcome 
its inaugural class of 
cadets to the summer 
2021 U.S. Air Force 
Junior Reserve Officer’s 
Training Corps Flight 
Academy, comprised 
of incoming high 
school seniors from 
across the nation. The 
selection process for 
the AFJROTC Summer 
Flight Academy is 

highly competitive, with 
all cadets meeting the 
components required of 
U.S. Air Force Academy 
candidates.

The Fairmont State 
Aviation Center of 
Excellence has tailored 
program learning 
objectives to prepare 
cadets for future military 
and flight careers. 

“The majority 
of our staff at the 
Aviation Center of 
Excellence are former 

or current military 
flight instructors, and 
therefore, have a first-
hand understanding of 
the needs of our cadets 
and how we can best 
position their training 
to meet their goals,” 
said Joel Kirk, Chief 
Pilot and Fairmont 
State Aviation Center 
of Excellence Director. 
“Our niche is that we 
are small, and students 
will benefit from our 
‘quality over quantity’ 

philosophy, with more 
one-on-one, specialized 
attention.” 

Summer 2021 JROTC 
cadets will report to the 
Fairmont State main 
campus where they will 
reside for the entirety 
of the eight-week 
program. Candidates 
will experience 
instruction similar to 
Air Force Academy 
flight training, allowing 
cadets to fly one to two 
times each day, six days 

per week. 
“We strive to offer 

unmatched experiential 
learning opportunities,” 
said Mirta M. Martin, 
Fairmont State 
University President. 
“Our aviation program 
is one of the best of 
its kind in the nation. 
With the introduction 
of the Air Force Junior 
Reserve Officer’s 
Training Corps Flight 
Academy, our expert 
teacher-mentors can 

now offer that hands-
on training to even 
more students, and start 
them on a track to a 
meaningful, rewarding 
career.” 

Fairmont State is 
one of 25 universities 
throughout the nation 
that has partnered with 
the U.S. Air Force to 
provide opportunities 
to JROTC cadets, 
while also expediting 
flight training for 
future airmen.
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13-year celebration for 
the 50th anniversary of 
the Vietnam War starting 
on Memorial Day in 
2012 and will continue 

through to Veterans Day 
of 2025.  The 29th day 
of March 2017 made the 
50th anniversary of the 
war. 

Please be sure to thank 
a soldier or veteran for 
their service and their 
families’ sacrifice for our 
nation.

been quite an asset 
for our football team 
at Lincoln. A four-
year member of the 
football team, Corey 
has earned All-County, 
Big 10, and All-State 
awards. He is currently 
a member of the track 
team where he will no 
doubt leave his mark 
there, as well. 

Corey has been a 
member of the Key 
Club Council, Drug 
Free Club, Ping Pong 
Club, and the Pickleball 
Club, and is a member 
of the yearbook staff. 
He has spent countless 
hours volunteering in 
his community. Some 
of these include: Angel 
Luv, Feed-a-Family, 

Trick-or-Treat for 
UNICEF, and WVU 
Hospitals. He is also 
very active within his 
church where he helps 
with the sound system 
and events. 

Corey has plans to 
attend Fairmont State 
University to major in 
Computer Science and 
Business. 

“Students of the Month” cont. from p. 3

* “The Whole Shabang” is a brand of potato chips once sold only in 
jails and prisons. It was so popular that in 2016, due to demand from 
ex-inmates, it was finally made available to the general public.

* The majority of people will tilt their head to the right when they 
kiss.

* Sherlock Holmes creator Sir Arthur Conan Doyle helped popularize 
skiing by being the first Englishman to document the sport.

* In Alabama, it’s against the law to drive while impersonating a 
member of the clergy.

* For centuries, doctors thought that medicines made with human 
flesh, blood or bone could be effective in curing all kinds of ailments, 
from epilepsy to headaches. The practice was called “corpse medicine.”

* The original name for the search engine Google was Backrub. It 
was renamed after the googolplex, which is the number 1 followed by 
100 zeros.

* The fear of young people is known as “ephebiphobia.”

* Gatling gun salesmen went to Civil War battlefields to demonstrate 
their products in actual combat.

If you advertised with us, 
your ad would be 

Email ads@mountainmessenger.com.
HERE!


