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Citizen of the Month: David Minor

After attending the annual conference of the 
National League of Cities for over 35 years, 
last year’s conference was held virtually for 
the first time in history, due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. While they did a good job of putting 
together the conference, it is just not the same 
as attending a three- or four-day conference and 
seeing your fellow city officials. Because you are 
away from home, you can devote the entire day 
to attending sessions, sharing experiences and 
seeing the latest city innovations in the exhibit 
hall. Sitting in your office for hours, watching 
conference sessions on Zoom is challenging on 
the best of days and since you are still in town, 
you must deal with calls and other appointments 
that seem to coincide with the most interesting 
sessions that you wanted to see.

The 2021 NLC Annual Conference was 
scheduled for Salt Lake City, Utah and I was 
excited to be getting back to normal and see 
lots of old friends and colleagues. It promised 
to be a well-attended conference, since many 
cities were interested in learning about the 
rules and regulations to be able to spend the 
American Rescue Plan funding recently passed 

Highgate Carriage House will host their first Holiday Craft Market 

A Holiday Tradition Returns to the 
Robinson Grand

Submitted by the 
Robinson Grand 
Performing Arts Center

The Robinson Grand 
Performing Arts Center  
is bringing back one of 
its holiday traditions 
that patrons have asked 
for again and again. 
On Saturday, Dec. 4 at 
7:30 p.m., the Robinson 
Grand in Clarksburg 
will show the holiday 
classic film “White 
Christmas.”

The movie will 
be presented along 
with other weekend 
festivities provided by 
the  Clarksburg Visitors 
Bureau’s WinterFest,  
a community winter 
festival including 
the WinterFest 
Parade, an Artisan’s 
Market at Jackson 
Square, community, 
business, and nonprofit 
informational booths, 

food trucks and local 
vendors, performances 
by area school choirs, a 
tree lighting ceremony, 
and Santa at the 
Waldomore. 

“White Christmas” 
is a 1954 American 
musical film directed 
by Michael Curtiz and 
starring Bing Crosby, 
Danny Kaye, Rosemary 
Clooney, and Vera-
Ellen. 

“Audiences from 
all over consider 
watching “White 
Christmas” each year 
a holiday tradition. 
When the pandemic put 
a halt to that last year, 
we adapted as best as 
we could and presented 
The Ghostlight Series 
during the shutdown. 
This year, we are 
determined to bring 
back the joy of the 
holiday season by 
decking our halls and 
returning to this much-

requested tradition,” 
said Sales & Marketing 
Manager, Emily Moore.

Tickets are on sale 
now for this holiday 
classic film and are $7. 
Go online at tickets.
t h e r o b i n s o n g r a n d .
com or purchase tickets 
over the phone by 
calling (855) 773-6283 
on Monday through 
Friday, 10 a.m. – 11 

p.m. 
Patrons will be 

required to wear a 
face-covering except 
when actively eating or 
drinking. 

Dave Minor, pictured with his wife 
Becky, is November's Citizen of the 
Month. Minor leads the Lions Club 
and is a U.S. Navy veteran, among 
other accomplishments. Courtesy 
photo.

Dave Minor, November's Citizen of 
the Month, left, takes down American 
flags, which were set up on Pike 
Street during the recent Veterans 
Day Parade, along with Lou DelRio, 
right. Photo by Sheila McLaughlin.

By Sheila McLaughlin
Staff Writer

Do you love handmade crafts and seasonal 
goods? Come out to join in the fun this holiday 
season. Highgate Carriage House, located in 
Fairmont, plans to host their first Holiday Craft 
Market Dec. 11 and 12 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

The event will feature local artisans, crafters, and 
other types of vendors who create or sell unique 
items. Vendors were invited to sell seasonal goods 
and decorations, jewelry, clothing, home décor and 
food, according to the Highgate website.

Bring the kiddos because Santa will make an 
appearance Saturday, Dec. 11 from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. 

Those interested in participating or needing more 

information may contact Highgate’s wedding and 
event coordinator Tyler Kovar via email at events@
highgatecarriagehouse.com. More information 
can also be found on the Highgate Carriage House 
website at www.highgatecarriagehouse.com.

“We at Highgate are beyond excited to bring 
Fairmont our first Holiday Craft Market,” Kovar 
said. “We hope that Highgate could offer some 
holiday cheer and bring the community together 
on the grounds for a unique holiday experience.” 

By Sheila McLaughlin
Staff Writer

The Shinnston 
News & Harrison 
County Journal has 
named David Minor 
as November Citizen 
of the Month, 
a recognition 
sponsored by Dorsey 
Funeral Home in 

Shinnston – locally 
owned and operated.

This month, 
Citizen of the Month 
goes to a humble 
and compassionate 
Shinnston native, 
David Minor. So 
humble in fact, 
Minor never ceased 
to give credit to 
others when speaking 

of his countless 
accomplishments.

M i n o r ’ s 
involvement and 
achievements in and 
for his country and 
city are plenty. Now 
71 and retired, for 
most of his life Minor 
was a union sheet 
metal worker. Over 
the years, Minor held 
positions on such 
boards as the Harrison 
County Development 
Authority and 
Harrison County 
Transit Authority.

A veteran, Minor 
said his service to 

his country was his 
greatest achievement. 
He served as a 
naval officer, as a 
photographer, from 
1969 to 1973. He 
is also considered 
a “Blue Nose,” a 
designation for sailors 
who’ve crossed into 
the Artic Circle.

Currently, he holds 
the title of president of 
the local Lion’s Club 
and is responsible for 
coordinating nearly all 
their events. He’s led 
community projects 
such as installation of 
the horseshoe pits in 

Shinnston Park, the 
annual luncheon for 
local city workers, 
assistance for the 
purchase of glasses 
for those in need, 
decorating the stage 
on the city green 
space for Christmas, 
and the coordination 
of the yearly Veterans 
Day Parade, to name 
only a few. 

Minor said his wife 
of 51 years, Becky 
Minor, “is the heart 
and soul of me in the 
Lion’s Club. She’s 
with me through all 
of our projects.”

Becky Minor 
is also a lifetime 
Shinnston resident. 
One of six siblings, 
she grew up on Maple 
Street, graduated 
from Shinnston 
High School and 
attended Fairmont 
State University. 
She’s retired now 
after thirty years 
at Harrison Power. 
Together, they have 
two daughters, 
Shannon and Erin.

All of the 
Minors’ community 

involvements are 
done on a volunteer 
basis.

Minor stated his 
late father, Wilbert 
Minor, was a big part 
of his life. “I owe 
much of who I am to 
my father,” he said. 
“I joined the Lion’s 
Club because of him. 
It was his dying wish 
that I join, so I did. 
We’ve accomplished 
a lot since then.” 

During the 
interview, Minor was 
busy removing the 
flags that had lined 
Pike Street during the 
Veterans Day Parade 
and managed to coach 
a local youth on 
proper flag handling 
as they worked. 

“I love Shinnston!” 
he said. 

His family home, 
where he was born 
and raised, is still 
occupied by his 
mother, Delores 
Minor, who is 95. 

“A lot of store fronts 
are the same as they 
were back then,” he 
said. “I like that I can 
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This Week In West Virginia History

PSC Chair: Be Wary 
of Utility Scams

 By Charlotte Lane
Chair, West Virginia Public Service Commission

National Utility Scam Awareness Day was 
Wednesday, Nov 17. The observance may only last 
one day, but awareness of utility scams must be 
all year long. Thousands of utility scams happen 
every day all over the country, including here in 
West Virginia. Scammers often target the elderly, 
but anyone can be a victim.

The Public Service Commission frequently takes 
calls from utility scam victims, but unfortunately 
there is not much we can do to help. We 
can, however, help you recognize a scam and 
report it properly.

There are three main elements to most utility 
scams. Usually someone will contact you to say 
that your utility bill is seriously past due and 
demanding a large sum of money – at least several 
hundred dollars.  They will threaten to disconnect 
your service if you don’t pay.

The second indication of a scam is the request 
for a prepaid debit card or gift card. No legitimate 
utility will ever ask you to pay by this method. Once 
you give them the card number the scammer has 
immediate access to the funds you put on the 
card.  That money cannot be traced or refunded; it 
is simply gone. Do not give scammers your bank 
or credit card information.  That is a gateway to 
identity theft, which can cost you far more than 
just cash. It can ruin your credit for years.

The third hint you are talking to a scammer is a 
demand that you pay immediately. The scammer 
will give you a short amount of time in which 
to arrange payment. Often, they will threaten to 
disconnect your service if you don’t meet their 
demands in less than an hour.

Scammers are extremely aggressive. They may 
call you on the phone or come to your door. There 
are internet and email scams, but most utility 
scammers seem to prefer in-person contact because 
it is much easier to pressure their victims. If 
someone threatens you on the phone, hang up 
immediately. If they come to your home, shut and 
lock the door and call the police. Never let anyone 
who is being pushy or threatening into your home.

If you believe you have been targeted by a utility 
scam, immediately report it to the police and then 
contact your utility company.

Charlotte Lane, Chair, West Virginia Public Service 
Commission. Courtesy Photo.

The following events happened on these dates 
in West Virginia history. To read more, go to 
e-WV: The West Virginia Encyclopedia at www.
wvencyclopedia.org.

Nov. 25, 1896: Athlete Clinton Cyrus Thomas 
was born in Greenup, Kentucky. Thomas was 
a star in the “Negro Leagues,” during the days 
of racial segregation in major league baseball. 
Thomas settled in Charleston after his playing 
days and made a long career in West Virginia state 
government.

Nov. 26, 1952:  A fire on the evening before 
Thanksgiving at the Huntington State Hospital 
killed 14 patients, with three more patients later 
dying from their injuries. Huntington State 
Hospital is known today as the Mildred Mitchell-
Bateman Hospital.

Nov. 26, 1861: The Constitutional Convention 
of 1861–63 was convened in Wheeling. The 
convention provided the foundation for state 
government in preparation for statehood. 

Nov. 27, 1933: Daniel Boardman Purinton, a 
faculty member and president of West Virginia 
University, died. He was an early and strong 
supporter of co-education.

Nov. 28, 1864: In a local skirmish north of 
Moorefield, Rosser’s Confederate cavalry and 
McNeill’s Rangers rebuffed a raid by Union Col. 
R. E. Fleming and spared the South Branch Valley 

from destruction. The battlefields are part of the 
Middle South Branch Valley rural historic district. 

Nov. 29, 1921: The actress Dagmar was born 
Virginia Ruth Egnor in Lincoln County. Her acting 
career took off in 1950 when she was hired to be 
on NBC’s “Broadway Open House,” the network’s 
first late-night television show.

Nov. 29, 2001: Writer John Knowles died in 
Florida. Knowles, born in Fairmont, attained 
literary fame in 1959 with his first novel, “A 
Separate Peace.”

Nov. 30, 1796: Brooke County was established 
under an act of the General Assembly of Virginia. 
The county was formed from part of Ohio County 
and named in honor of Robert Brooke, governor 
of Virginia.

Dec. 1, 1797: Journalist and politician John 
S. Gallaher was born in Martinsburg. He owned 
or managed several Whig newspapers and was 
instrumental in establishing the free school system 
in Virginia. He played a prominent role in having 
early railroads routed through the Eastern Panhandle. 

e-WV: The West Virginia Encyclopedia is a 
project of the West Virginia Humanities Council. 
For more information contact the West Virginia 
Humanities Council, 1310 Kanawha Blvd. E., 
Charleston, WV 25301; (304) 346-8500; or visit 
e-WV at www.wvencyclopedia.org. 
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N&J Briefs 
FROM AROUND HARRISON COUNTY

“Briefs” is a calendar of events listing provided free of 
charge to churches and non-profit organizations.  Items will 
be published one time only and will be listed in the order in 
which they occur.  Please submit your ‘briefs’ two weeks 
prior to the event (if possible) by 4 PM on Friday.  Fax 
your information to 304-592-0603 or send via e-mail to  
newsandjournal@yahoo.com.

“Citizen” cont. from page 1

 BRIDGEPORT LIBRARY
Bridgeport library is open to the public. 

Also, readers can access the library’s catalog 
by reserving books on their website at www.
youseemore.com/bridgeport and may pick 
up books on the following days and times: 
M-W-F 12:00pm-8:00 pm and Tues. & 
Thurs. 12:00pm-5:00pm. Personnel will 
be available to answer questions, and the 
library’s digital resources will continue to be 
available. ��• Contact Amy at the library at 
304-842-8248 for information. 

LOWE PUBLIC LIBRARY
The Lowe Public Library has resumed its 

regular hours to the general public: Monday 
11:30 am – 7:00 pm and Tuesday- Friday 
11:30 am – 6 pm, CLOSED on Saturdays.  
Curbside service will still be available to 
those who request it by calling 304-592-
1700. The library is disinfected routinely 
throughout the day (also, immediately after 
children visit).

FIRST BAPTIST CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 
First Baptist Church in Shinnston will have 

a Christmas Bazaar at the Lighthouse on 
Rebecca St., Saturday, December 4th, 8:00a.m. 
2:00 p.m. Rummage sale with household 
items, toys, decorations, gift ideas, etc.  Also 
available - homemade baked goods, hot dogs 
and pork barbeque sandwiches.  Benefits 
Baptist Youth Fellowship.  304-592-0232 
Also, there will be a Christmas Giveaway at 
the Lighthouse on Saturday, December 11th, 
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. – free clothes, coats, 
hats, gloves, boots, shoes, etc.  Treats for 
children 12 and under.

  

DEADLINE FOR CITYWIDE 
CHRISTMAS LIGHT CONTEST

The deadline for the Citywide Christmas 
Light Contest is December 10th. Contest 
is open to all Shinnston residents and 
businesses (residents & businesses to be 
judged separately).  Winners to be announced 
December 22nd.  To enter, privately message, 
call or go to  the city building!

ST. ANN’S CHRISTMAS BAKE SALE
St Ann’s Catholic Church, 610 Pike St., 

Shinnston will be having its Christmas bake 
sale on Saturday, December 11 and is now 
taking orders thru December 3. Pita Piata, 
nut rolls, peanut butter balls & Holiday 
cookie trays (different sizes available). To 
place an order call 304-584-4376, 304-677-
0799, or 304-204-8905 (also 304-841-1487 
for cookie trays).

HOLY TRINITY SERBIAN LITURGY 
SCHEDULE

Liturgy schedule for Holy Trinity Serbian 
Orthodox Mission, 408 Morgantown Ave, 
Fairmont is as follows: Saturday, Nov. 
27th - 10 a.m., Saturday, Dec. 11th - 10 
a.m. and Saturday, Dec. 25th - 10 a.m. 
Rev. Sasha Nedich (724) 966-7428 www.
holytrinityserborthwv.org

  

WVSILC MEETING
 The West Virginia Statewide Independent 

Living Council, which aims to ensure persons 
with disabilities have access to community-
based resources, will meet Wednesday, Dec. 
1 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

To join the Zoom meeting. https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/88028763393?pwd=T3VrNTlXUH
JDWWVhbytac3dPRDJvZz09  Meeting ID: 

880 2876 3393 Passcode: WVSILC

CELEBRATE RECOVERY
A Christ-centered 12-step program for any 

hurt, habit or hang-up meets every Friday at 
6:00 p.m. at Horizons Church in Lost Creek 
with COVID capacity.  Offers childcare 
(birth to 4 yrs.) and The Landing for older 
teens.  For more information, call 304-745-
5090.

walk through town and still see some of the 
same places. Some have changed hands and 
been remodeled, but the outside architecture 
still reminds me of when I was a kid.” 

True to his roots, you can still find Minor 
cheering for the Mountaineers on game day. 
He was a football player in high school. As 
a guard on offense and lineman on defense, 
he played with big names such as Alabama’s 
head coach Nick Saban before graduating 
from Shinnston High School in 1968. He 
recently celebrating a fifty-year reunion with 
his classmates. 

“We used to ride to a little corner store…,” 
he said. “My favorite times were Saturday 
nights when we’d ride our bikes to the old 
Murphy’s Store on the corner of Pike Street to 
get candy. That was the place to be.” 

Even in a small country town, there are 
some undoubtably illustrious folks. Thank 
you, David and Becky Minor for all the love, 
compassion, hard work and growth you’ve 
brought to the City of Shinnston and the lives 
you’ve touched over the years and those yet 
to come.

Lincoln High School Announces 
October Students of the Month

LILLY MCCARTYSYDNEY BROOKS

Lincoln High 
School is proud to 
announce that the 
October Students of 
the Month are Lilly 
McCarty and Sydney 
Brooks.

Lilly McCarty is 
the daughter of Pat 
and Janene McCarty 
of Lumberport. She 
is the granddaughter 
of Tom and Sue 
Shingleton and Netia 
Reynolds and the late 
Donald McCarty. 

Lilly has maintained 
the perfect honor roll 
throughout her high 
school career and 
was inducted into 
the National Honor 
Society her junior 
year. 

She is a four-year 
member and the Field 
Commander of the 
marching band and 
three-year member of 
the tennis team. 

Lilly is a member 
of many organizations 
at Lincoln, including 

the Key Club where 
she is serving as 
Vice President. She 
is also a member of 
Student Council and 
part of the Tech Crew 
where she has served 
as Assistant Stage 
Manager. 

Outside of 
school, Lilly enjoys 
photography and 
activities with the 
youth at Covenant 
Family Church. 

Lilly’s future 
choice of college is 
undecided; however, 
she plans on majoring 
in nursing. 

Sydney Brooks is 
the daughter of Doug 
and Billie Jo Brooks 
of Meadowbrook, and 
the granddaughter of 
Wilma and William 
Chrastina of Shinnston 
and Linda Oldaker 
and Steven Brooks of 
Mannington. 

She has maintained 
a GPA of 4.0 or higher 
while taking honors, 

AP, and dual credit 
classes throughout her 
high school career. 

Sydney is a four-
year member of the 
soccer team as well as  
a member of the Key 
Club, National Honor 
Society, Natural Peer 
Helpers, and Student 
Council Executive 
Committee. Also, 
Sydney is a four-year 
member and president 
of the FFA. 

Aside from school 
she enjoys reading, 
writing, and karate. 

Sydney earned her 
Black belt earlier 
this year and has 
been a member of 
the Mountaineer 
karate club for over 
twelve years. She has 
also been awarded 
with West Virginia’s 
Student of the Year. 

She has been 
accepted to Fairmont 
State University 
and plans to earn a 
bachelor’s degree in 
biology and become a 
livestock veterinarian.

FSU Provides Opportunities for 
Student Success During Winter Term

Fairmont State 
University will 
begin Winter Term 
courses on Monday, 
November 29. Winter 
Term is a “mini-
semester” during 
which credit and non-
credit courses may 
be taken in a shorter 
period of time. 

The optional Winter 
Term provides current 
and transient students 
a chance to earn credit-
hours online over 
the course of a five-
week period, through 
Tuesday, January 4, 

2022. Students may 
enroll in one course 
during Winter Term 
or choose to earn 
internship or field 
work experience.  

Winter Term 
courses provide 
several benefits to 
students including the 
opportunity to retake 
a challenging course, 
ease course loads 
in upcoming spring 
or fall semesters, 
receive more one-on-
one attention from 
instructors or satisfy 
requirements for a 

degree to trim the 
path to graduation. 

“Winter Term 
was an enormous 
success last year. So 
many of our students 
benefitted from 
Winter Term courses, 
and we look forward 
to offering even more 
opportunities this 
year,” said Fairmont 
State University 
President, Mirta M. 
Martin. “Winter Term 
provides students 
with yet another 
opportunity to 
succeed and further 

their education and 
life goals, and it 
demonstrates the 
University’s deep 
commitment to our 
students.” 

Costs are consistent 
per-credit hour 
with spring and fall 
semester tuition rates. 
Additional fees may 
be required for select 
courses. 

For more 
information and to 
view a full list of 
available courses, visit 
www.fairmontstate.
edu/winter-term.
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GRAPEVINE
By Rosalyn Queen

With this Coupon receive 
a FREE Medium Fry with 

any sandwich purchase

Expires 12-2-21
One per customer per visit – not to be used with any other offer, discount 

or within an EVM purchase.  Valid at the Shinnston McDonald’s only.   Cash 
value 1/20 of 1 cent LwC.  Must present this coupon prior to ordering.

Pine Bluff
News

Casey’s of Shinnston
PIZZA SPECIAL
Every Thursday 

6-8 PM
12” Pizza with 

salad & 
beverage 
… just $10

The PWA Food Pantry to Provide Food Baskets 
for Those in Need This Thanksgiving

As part of their 
mission to serve the 
people of Harrison 
County, the Progressive 
Women’s Association 
has maintained a Food 
Pantry at their location 
in the Uptown Event 
Center located on 
Washington Avenue. 
The pantry is sustained 
through the generosity 
of local businesses 
and organizations 
as well as local 
individuals.  Volunteer 
members of the PWA 
and PWA staff maintain 
the pantry and it is 
open to the public on 
Thursday and Friday of 
every week.

Through grants and 
fundraising efforts of 
the membership of 
the PWA, there are 
monthly purchases of 
meats and perishable 
foods through the 
USDA. Recently, the 
Farmers Market held 

its last market for the 
season at the PWA. 
The Green Acres Farm, 
located at Rock Cave, 
has participated in the 
event throughout the 
summer. The owners are 
Pati and Lupe Espinosa 
and they are assisted at 
the farm and market by 
their children.

At the last market, 
the Espinosas brought 
the remainder of their 
produce.  After brisk 
sales on Saturday, they 
decided to donate the 
remainder of their goods 
to the PWA pantry to be 
distributed to individuals 
for Thanksgiving 
food baskets.  Among 
those items to be 
distributed were red 
and green delicious 
apples, bell peppers, hot 
mixed peppers, green 
tomatoes, potatoes, 
onions and a variety of 
squash. The generosity 
of the Espinosas will 

certainly afford families 
the opportunity to enjoy 
fresh produce from local 
gardens.

The members of the 
PWA would like to 
thank the Green Acres 
Farm for their recent 
contribution.

As the PWA gets 
ready to welcome their 
new officers, there was 
a need for some new 
keys to be made.  After 
a little research, we 
found that we could 
get duplicates made in 
Morgantown.  Judy Ritz 
drove me there and after 
much searching on the 
Mileground, we found 
GForce Lock and Safe, 
where we were able 
to get our keys made.  
There aren’t many 
Locksmiths anymore, 

so when you find a good 
one, you better keep 
him.

The PWA will be 
ending its year with a 
lot of activity. We will 
be participating in the 
Clarksburg Parade and 
we will be gathering 
as a group to make and 
sell Pita Piata. Finally, 
at the end of the year, a 
holiday dinner with the 
installation of officers 
and the observance of 
our 100th anniversary 
will be held.  Our 
sponsors for this event 
are Davis Funeral 
Home, Laura Goff 
Davis and the family of 
Diane Urcheck. 

For reservations or 
more information, call 
304- 624-6881.

A Few Thanksgiving Memories

Tuesday, I had 
appointments at the 
Clarksburg VA; I had 
to park in the back of 
the parking lot (Sure 
miss the valet parking). 
I was huffing and 
puffing by the time I 
reached the entrance. I 
stopped and talked to 
Jim (The guy in the big 
glass window) to catch 
my breathe. I wonder 
if it will be any better 
when they open up the 
new parking garage.

I am healing up well 
from the recent surgery. 
Surprisingly, four 
days after the robotic 
surgery, I was able 
to bend over and get 
up and down with no 
pain. Thursday, I saw 
the surgeon’s assistant 
in Morgantown for 
a follow up. He said 
everything looked fine 
and the two growths 
they removed were 
benign. Well, I dodged 
another bullet. 

Here are a few 
T h a n k s g i v i n g 
remembrances from 
yonder days. When I 
was a young lad, we 

would do our butchering 
on Thanksgiving 
weekend. My brothers, 
dad, and 3 or 4 
uncles would help 
our grandfather. We 
would butcher 3 or 4 
beef plus 4 or 5 hogs. 
There would be 2 or 
3 hanging and being 
worked on at one time. 
We had a big scalding 
tub for dipping the 
hogs in…it was a pain 
scraping all the hair off 
before cutting the hogs 
up. 

Then, the meat was 
taken to the cutting 
room for the final 
processing. It contained 
a long wooden table 
with an assortment 
of sharp knives, meat 
cleavers, saws and 
plenty of room to hang 
meat. After the steaks 
and pork chops were 
cut up, the rest was 
ground into hamburger 
and the sausage would 
be cold packed. Then, 
the meat would be 
wrapped and marked. 
Also, my grandfather 
would smoke the hams 
in a separate smoke 
house…a lot of work, 

but it sure tasted good 
all year long. 

The cutting room 
building sat over a 
stone lined cellar that 
was dug back into 
a bank. The cellar 
contained two huge 
potato storage bins 
plus other bins for 
vegetables and fruits. 
The main thing it 
contained was the apple 
cider barrel. Every year 
our grandfather would 
make cider in a used 
whiskey barrel, plus he 
would dump another 4 
or 5 pints of Four Roses 
in for good measure…
just to enhance the 
flavor. Needless to say, 
my brothers and I spent 
a lot of time sneaking 
in the cellar. We knew 
where the key was 
kept and Brother John 
always put the kink 
back in the barrel hose 
exactly how Grandpap 
kept it.

This was my 
first Thanksgiving 
experience away from 
home. After joining the 

military, I graduated 
from Basic Training 
at Ft. Knox, Kentucky 
the weekend before 
Thanksgiving ‘64. 
They piled a bunch of 
us GIs (Government 
Issue) on a charter 
bus and started hitting 
about all the Army 
Installations heading 
south from Louisville 
ending at Ft. Rucker, 
Alabama - that’s where 
I got off. I was assigned 
to the student body at 
the U.S. Army Aviation 
School (USAAVNS). 
On Thanksgiving Day, 
I pulled KP (Kitchen 
Patrol) at the Warrant 
Officers mess hall. 
As old Vets know, 
the best KP job was 
DRO (Dining Room 
Orderly), but this time 
it wasn’t to be. They 
served 28 turkeys and I 
was on ‘Pots and Pans’ 
… damn! 

Until next time, 
have a great week 
and remember our 
Veterans.

Ace

Pictured left to right is PWA Vice President 
Betty Waddy, Pati Espinosa (Green Acres 
Farm)  and PWA President Rosalyn Queen with 
the bountiful harvest so generously donated to 
the food pantry.

Find the right senior living 
option for your mom or dad 
with our personalized process
Our service is free, as we’re paid by our 
participating communities and providers.

1-888-918-8270

FREEDOM. 
TO BE YOU.
If you think oxygen therapy means 
slowing down, it’s time for a welcome 
breath of fresh air.

Introducing the Inogen One family of portable 
oxygen systems.  With no need for bulky 
tanks, each concentrator is designed to keep 
you active via Inogen’s Intelligent Delivery 
Technology.® Hours of quiet and consistent 
oxygen flow on a long-lasting battery charge 
enabling freedom of movement, whether at 
home or on the road. Every Inogen One meets 
FAA requirements for travel ensuring the 
freedom to be you. 

• No heavy oxygen tanks
• Ultra quiet operation
• Lightweight and easy to use
• Safe for car and air travel
• Full range of options and accessories
• FDA approved and clinically validated

freedom to be you. 

Call 1-833-274-3943
for a free consultation 
and info guide.

MKT-P0253

We Cancel TIMESHARES for You

Every year 150,000 people reach 
out to us for help getting rid of their 
timeshare. In 2019, we relieved over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt and 
maintenance fees. We can help.

Get your free information kit
 and see if you qualify:

844-738-0094

Manchin Gives Statement 
on 53rd Anniversary of 

Farmington Mine Disaster
Charleston, WV 

– U.S. Senator Joe 
Manchin (D-WV) 
released the following 
statement ahead of the 
53rd anniversary of the 
Consolidation Coal 
Company’s No. 9 Mine 
Tragedy in Farmington, 
West Virginia.

“Fifty-three years 
ago, West Virginia lost 
78 brave coal miners 
in the Farmington No. 
9 mine disaster. This 
immeasurable loss 
devastated the Mountain 
State, and to this day we 
feel the loss of our fellow 
West Virginians. My dear 
uncle, John Gouzd, along 
with one of my neighbors 
and several high school 
classmates were in the 
mine that day. For days, 
we all sat around the 
company store waiting 
for updates about the fate 
of our loved ones. I will 
never forget the look on 
my mother’s face when 
she heard the news that 

her younger brother had 
died in the explosion.

“Our community and 
the entire state came 
together to mourn the 
lives we lost during 
that terrible tragedy. 
Even one life lost while 
on the job is one too 
many and as Governor, 
I fought hard to make 
necessary changes to 
keep our miners safe so 
that we never experience 
these losses again. As 
Senator, I continue my 
dedication to improving 
safety conditions for 
our miners and ensuring 
that all of our miners 
and their families are 
taken care of for their 
hard work powering this 
great nation. I encourage 
all West Virginians to 
take time this weekend 
to remember and honor 
the 78 West Virginians 
who gave the ultimate 
sacrifice for America.”
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Area Youth Volunteer 
Their Time In Downtown 

City Clean-up Effort

On Saturday October 9th Jon Olsen was joined 
by youth members of Jewel City Church and the 
Lincoln High School Key Club for a downtown 
clean-up eff ort in which volunteers cleaned litter 
and removed weeds from sidewalks. Thanks to Jon 
and the 20+ volunteers who donated their time and 
eff orts towards this project.

SVFD Releases September 
Response Log Statistics
Shinnston Volunteer Fire Department Chief 

Dylan Oliveto reports the breakdown of 75 calls 
that were answered by SVFD members during the 
month of September:

44 Medical Emergencies
10 Service Calls
3 Vehicle Accidents
12 Fire Alarms
5 Structure Fires
1 Other/Miscellaneous

       75 Total Call Volume

Ten House volunteers perform their duties with 
pride and are dedicated to serving the residents 
of Shinnston and those within their service area. 
Their objective is to preserve life and property and 
promote public safety in a professional manner.

The SVFD releases its monthly call log to keep 
the public informed of their monthly duties.

Shinnston High School Class Of 1960 Gathers 
At Bice-Ferguson Memorial Museum

Members of the Shinnston High School Class of 1960 enjoyed a time of fellowship at the Bice-Ferguson 
Memorial Museum and the Shinnston High School Alumni room prior to their reunion dinner on September 
18th.  The Alumni Association had set out SHS memorabilia specifi c to their class and the Museum provided 
some specially designed bookmarks.  The Museum’s collection of photographs from events at the Farmerette 
in the late 50’s helped to spur some memories.  There was a very lively exchange of memories and stories of 
growing up in the Shinnston area and attending Shinnston High.  Among those who participated were: Mr. & 
Mrs. Michael Swiger, Mike and Betty Riley, Terry Robey, Paul and Karen Smallridge, Ted Brennan, David 
and Diane Winter, Bob Morgan, Sue Mozuke and Deanna McElwain. Photo courtesy of Debra Herndon.

The Automated Meter Reading (AMR) System
By CHAD EDWARDS
Shinnston City Manager

There have recently been 
some questions and comments 
concerning the City of 
Shinnston’s new water meter 
project.

First, the rates for water will 
not change because of the meters. 
Some people may see an increase 
in their bills after the meters 
are fi rst installed. This will not 
be an increase in your bill; it 
will simply be a more accurate 
reading. As meters age, they tend 
to slow down. The eff ect is you 
pay for less water than you should 
be. While this may seem like a 
positive thing for some, on the 

greater whole it is a detriment. 
Water that is unaccounted for 
is considered water loss. High 
percentages of water loss can 
often lead to higher rates to cover 
for the large amounts of chemicals 
being lost, repairs on overworked 
equipment, and overtime hours to 
keep our tanks full. While it may 
increase your bill at the outset, it 
will save our customers money in 
the long run.

Second, we do not anticipate 
any long-term interruptions in 
service. Your water may have to 
be temporarily shut off  to remove 
your old meter and replace it with 
a new one. We are not anticipating 
this to last longer than a day 

for any household barring any 
unforeseen problems which may 
occur. We will do our best to 
notify you when and where we 
will be replacing meters.

Finally, once the system is up 
and running, you will be able to 
log into an account and check 
your usage whenever you want. 
This feature can help you keep 
your bills lower by monitoring 
your usage and identifying ways 
you may be able  to cut back on 
and save.

Overall, this new system will 
be a positive change for our 
water customers. If you have any 
questions, feel free to reach out 
to my offi  ce.

Library Notes
By DEBORAH 
STARKEY
Library Director

The Wish
 By Nicholas Sparks
From the author of 

The Longest Ride and 
The Return comes a 
novel about the enduring 
legacy of fi rst love and 
the decisions that haunt 
us forever.      

In 1996, everything 
changed for Maggie 
Dawes. Sent away at 

sixteen to live with 
an aunt she barely 
knew in Ocracoke, 
a remote village on 
North Carolina’s Outer 
Banks, she could think 
only of the friends and 
family she left behind…
until she met Bryce 
Trickett, one of the few 
teenagers on the island. 
Handsome, genuine, 
and newly admitted 
to West Point, Bryce 
showed her how much 
there was to love about 

Shinnston Garden Club Holds Its September 
Monthly Meeting At Jimmy’s Diner

The Shinnston 
Garden Club met on 
Thursday, September 
23, 2021 at 1:00 PM 
at Jimmy’s Diner with 
President Dorothy Rota 
presiding.  President 
Rota called the meeting 
to order and welcomed 
all. The Pledge to the 
U.S. Flag was repeated 
in unison.  Devotions 
– “A Perfect Child” 
and prayer were given 
by Wanda F. Ashcraft, 
Vice-President.  Letha 
H. Stutler, Secretary, 

read minutes of the 
last meeting and Debra 
Herndon, Treasurer, 
gave the fi nancial report.  
Those ill and in distress 
were remembered.

Wanda F. Ashcraft 
gave a report on the 
visit of Honorable Mac 
Warner, Secretary of 
State of West Virginia, 
who visited the Club 
on 8-26-21.  President 
Rota thanked Wanda 
and all members who 
worked hard to make Pictured are a collection of cookbooks dating from 

1910 currently available for view at the Museum.
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Shop Local, 
Year Round

By Chad Edwards
City Manager

My family owns 
a retail store in St, 
Marys. As far back 
as I can remember, 
starting with my 
grandpa in the 1970s, 
we did as much 
business as we could 
in St. Marys. Haircuts, 
insurance, hardware, 
banking, dining out 
— we put as much 
money into the local 
economy as we could. 
As a kid I was told 
time and again, if 
we don’t support 
the community, the 
community won’t 
support us. That 
principal remains 
true.

Of course, as the 
decades passed major 
retail stores like 
Walmart and Lowes 
began popping up 
around the area. 
Businesses dealing 
in such enormous 
quantities of goods 

Woman’s Club discusses fire safety 

During the Woman's Club meeting Oct. 18, Rodney 
Strait, a fire instructor, speaks about fire safety

By Debra Herndon
Director, Bice-Ferguson 
Memorial Museum 

The Woman’s Club 
of Shinnston met Oct. 
18 with Vice-President 
Deborah Starkey 
presiding. 

October is Fire 
Safety month and guest 
Rodney Strait spoke on 
fire safety in the home. 
Over many years with 
local fire departments, 
Strait has earned 
national certifications as 
Fire Instructor III, Fire 
Officer III, Firefighter 
and Supervisor Fire 
Instructor. After 
his presentation he 

answered questions 
from the group.

Deborah Starkey 
spoke on breast cancer 
awareness. October 
is also Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month. 
The group took up 
a collection for the 
American Cancer 
Society.

W o n d e r f u l 
refreshments were 
provided by Viviane 
Spagnuolo and Mary 
Ann Spadafore. 

Present not previously 
mentioned were: Mary 
Ann Ferris, Chad 
Edwards, Kathleen 
Panek, Donna Mick, 
Judy Wilson and Debra 
Herndon.

Shinnston to Award Prize to 
Small Business Supporter 

Chad Edwards, 
city manager

Museum Notes: Civilian Conservation Corps
By Debra Herndon
Director, Bice-Ferguson 
Memorial Museum

By 1933, four 
years after the Great 
Depression had begun, 
the United States 
government could 
see that young men, 
who had expected to 
live lives similar to 
their fathers, were 
frustrated by the lack 
of job opportunities.  
Some were hungry and 
hopeless. 

The Civilian 
Conservation Corps 
was created to give 
these young men a 
leg-up by providing 
employment, training 
and a boost in personal 
confidence. Men ages 
17 to 28 could sign up 
for the program for a 

six-month period, with 
an option for another 
six months if their work 
was satisfactory. The 
program was limited to 

only 300,000 men at a 
time, but throughout the 
years the program was 
active (1933-1942), 
about three million men 

participated. The men 
worked on public lands 
and parks, clearing land 
and building bridges, 

Charles Herndon, Debra Herndon's father-in-law, is the third man from the left in the 
front row in a Civilian Conservation Corps camp in California. Herndon's column this 
week is about the Civilian Conservation Corps,  created during the Great Depression.

The City of Shinnston 
will be offering a grand 
prize to a supporter 
of local businesses on 
Nov. 27, Small Business 
Saturday.

Shinnston Economic 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Coordinator Anthony 
Tate said city employees 
would distribute “small 
business support” cards 
to local businesses. 

When customers make 
purchases in local 
businesses, employees 
will give each customer 
a sticker for their 
card. Once a customer 
collects five stickers, 
they fill out their contact 
information on the back 
of the card, then may 
bring the card to the 
city office or to the city 
drop-box outside. The 

City will draw a grand 
prize winner who will 
receive a gift basket 
with gift cards and other 
donated items. 

“It’s a nice way to 
encourage supporting 
local businesses and 
shopping local, and all 
the businesses seem to 
be excited about it,” 
Tate said. 

Erin Beck, editor
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Area Youth Volunteer 
Their Time In Downtown 

City Clean-up Effort

On Saturday October 9th Jon Olsen was joined 
by youth members of Jewel City Church and the 
Lincoln High School Key Club for a downtown 
clean-up eff ort in which volunteers cleaned litter 
and removed weeds from sidewalks. Thanks to Jon 
and the 20+ volunteers who donated their time and 
eff orts towards this project.

SVFD Releases September 
Response Log Statistics
Shinnston Volunteer Fire Department Chief 

Dylan Oliveto reports the breakdown of 75 calls 
that were answered by SVFD members during the 
month of September:

44 Medical Emergencies
10 Service Calls
3 Vehicle Accidents
12 Fire Alarms
5 Structure Fires
1 Other/Miscellaneous

       75 Total Call Volume

Ten House volunteers perform their duties with 
pride and are dedicated to serving the residents 
of Shinnston and those within their service area. 
Their objective is to preserve life and property and 
promote public safety in a professional manner.

The SVFD releases its monthly call log to keep 
the public informed of their monthly duties.

Shinnston High School Class Of 1960 Gathers 
At Bice-Ferguson Memorial Museum

Members of the Shinnston High School Class of 1960 enjoyed a time of fellowship at the Bice-Ferguson 
Memorial Museum and the Shinnston High School Alumni room prior to their reunion dinner on September 
18th.  The Alumni Association had set out SHS memorabilia specifi c to their class and the Museum provided 
some specially designed bookmarks.  The Museum’s collection of photographs from events at the Farmerette 
in the late 50’s helped to spur some memories.  There was a very lively exchange of memories and stories of 
growing up in the Shinnston area and attending Shinnston High.  Among those who participated were: Mr. & 
Mrs. Michael Swiger, Mike and Betty Riley, Terry Robey, Paul and Karen Smallridge, Ted Brennan, David 
and Diane Winter, Bob Morgan, Sue Mozuke and Deanna McElwain. Photo courtesy of Debra Herndon.

The Automated Meter Reading (AMR) System
By CHAD EDWARDS
Shinnston City Manager

There have recently been 
some questions and comments 
concerning the City of 
Shinnston’s new water meter 
project.

First, the rates for water will 
not change because of the meters. 
Some people may see an increase 
in their bills after the meters 
are fi rst installed. This will not 
be an increase in your bill; it 
will simply be a more accurate 
reading. As meters age, they tend 
to slow down. The eff ect is you 
pay for less water than you should 
be. While this may seem like a 
positive thing for some, on the 

greater whole it is a detriment. 
Water that is unaccounted for 
is considered water loss. High 
percentages of water loss can 
often lead to higher rates to cover 
for the large amounts of chemicals 
being lost, repairs on overworked 
equipment, and overtime hours to 
keep our tanks full. While it may 
increase your bill at the outset, it 
will save our customers money in 
the long run.

Second, we do not anticipate 
any long-term interruptions in 
service. Your water may have to 
be temporarily shut off  to remove 
your old meter and replace it with 
a new one. We are not anticipating 
this to last longer than a day 

for any household barring any 
unforeseen problems which may 
occur. We will do our best to 
notify you when and where we 
will be replacing meters.

Finally, once the system is up 
and running, you will be able to 
log into an account and check 
your usage whenever you want. 
This feature can help you keep 
your bills lower by monitoring 
your usage and identifying ways 
you may be able  to cut back on 
and save.

Overall, this new system will 
be a positive change for our 
water customers. If you have any 
questions, feel free to reach out 
to my offi  ce.

Library Notes
By DEBORAH 
STARKEY
Library Director

The Wish
 By Nicholas Sparks
From the author of 

The Longest Ride and 
The Return comes a 
novel about the enduring 
legacy of fi rst love and 
the decisions that haunt 
us forever.      

In 1996, everything 
changed for Maggie 
Dawes. Sent away at 

sixteen to live with 
an aunt she barely 
knew in Ocracoke, 
a remote village on 
North Carolina’s Outer 
Banks, she could think 
only of the friends and 
family she left behind…
until she met Bryce 
Trickett, one of the few 
teenagers on the island. 
Handsome, genuine, 
and newly admitted 
to West Point, Bryce 
showed her how much 
there was to love about 

Shinnston Garden Club Holds Its September 
Monthly Meeting At Jimmy’s Diner

The Shinnston 
Garden Club met on 
Thursday, September 
23, 2021 at 1:00 PM 
at Jimmy’s Diner with 
President Dorothy Rota 
presiding.  President 
Rota called the meeting 
to order and welcomed 
all. The Pledge to the 
U.S. Flag was repeated 
in unison.  Devotions 
– “A Perfect Child” 
and prayer were given 
by Wanda F. Ashcraft, 
Vice-President.  Letha 
H. Stutler, Secretary, 

read minutes of the 
last meeting and Debra 
Herndon, Treasurer, 
gave the fi nancial report.  
Those ill and in distress 
were remembered.

Wanda F. Ashcraft 
gave a report on the 
visit of Honorable Mac 
Warner, Secretary of 
State of West Virginia, 
who visited the Club 
on 8-26-21.  President 
Rota thanked Wanda 
and all members who 
worked hard to make Pictured are a collection of cookbooks dating from 

1910 currently available for view at the Museum.

Lowe Library 
Notes

December Closings
Dec. 24 & 25 Christmas Holiday
Dec. 31 for New Year’s Eve
December Events
Visit with Santa to be announced.

Dec. 2, 9 and 16 at 1 p.m: Thursday with 
Toddlers

Dec. 7: The Hungry Caterpillar Book  & Recipe 
Club at 2 p.m.

New Large Print: “A Cowboy Christmas 
Legacy” Linda Broday; “While We Were 
Dating” Jasmine Guillory; “The Book Of Magic” 
Heather Hoffman; “First Light In The Morning” 
Hubbard, C. “Three Sisters” Heather Morris; 
“The Road Trip” Beth O’Leary; “Lost Mountain 
Pass” L. Sweazy; “The Sheriff” Chuck Tyrell; 
“Butler” Danielle Steel and “Waiting on Love” 
Tracie Peterson.

Continued on Page 8

Continued on Page 10

New Girl Scout Troop 
Coming to Shinnston

By Dawn Hensil
Staff Writer

Soon girls in the 
Shinnston Community 
will have the 
opportunity to join the 
Girl Scouts. 

Hannah McCoy, 
membership delivery 
manager for the Black 
Diamond Council, is 

searching for members 
and volunteers to help 
form a troop for the girls 
of Big Elm Elementary 
district. 

The Girl Scouts 
focuses on building 
courage, confidence, 
and character. McCoy 
said she believes that 
the program will “offer 
valuable lessons in 
leadership as well as 

social skills so that 
they can grow to make 
a difference in their 
community.”

Organizers planned 
four free meetings 
for girls to come out 
and learn about the 
organization. Two 
meetings have yet to be 
held. Those meetings 
will be held at Lowe 
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The Bottom Line
By Bill Nestor
Sports Editor

SPORTS • • SPORTS

From The 
World Of Parks 
& Recreation

By Doug Comer

Continued on page 10

Like most, people are 
stressing this week in 
many ways. Thanksgiving 
week is the kickoff of the 
holiday season – sorry 
Halloween, you did not 
make the cut. There are a 
ton of activities scheduled 
including where to eat, 
when to eat and what time 
we need to finish in order 
to get in some late-night 
shopping. It is a stressful 
week, but if you pull it off, 
it is a great time.

We have been fortunate 
to combine forces and 
share the holidays 
together as one big group. 
It makes things a heck of a 
lot easier and if everyone 
brings in a side dish, then 
there is plenty of food. 
This year, the party is at 
the Comer house and boy 
is my wife thrilled. This is 
where you insert sarcasm. 

No one worries more 
over stuff than my wife, 
Jeovanna. If we are having 
a couple friends over, then 
we have to make the place 
spotless.  Believe me, our 
house is not spotless and 
it looks like a Benny Hill 
skit with music when we 
begin to clean the house. 
We have a dog who loves 
to take the toilet paper 
off the hanger and string 
it all over the house and 
a kid who has every toy 
imaginable scattered 
throughout the house and 
this makes things almost 
impossible to keep clean.

For me, I do not stress 
as much because I know 
once the wheels are in 
motion, then things will 
work itself out. When it is 
time to eat and someone 
cannot make it at that 
time, then no worries. We 
will have plenty left over, 
so they can grab a plate 
when they show up. Our 
kids have a couple trips 
to make during the day 
and there are different 
schedules with different 
trips. But, they will get 
to see us when they can 
make it. I look at it like a 
board meeting, if there is a 
quorum, then “Let’s Eat!”

I am not going to lie; we 
do have a lot of things to 
do before family comes 

over and thank God for the 
supply room. A room next 
to the front door that was 
supposed to be an office 
is now a room where all 
the “stuff” goes when 
we have people come 
over. We have plenty 
of room in the house to 
dine and socialize, but 
we definitely need to be a 
little more organized. Last 
Monday, the stress level 
for Jeovanna was about 
a seven in case you are 
scoring at home.

We are doing the smart 
thing this year and having 
some of the food catered 
including the bird, stuffing 
and mashed potatoes. It 
takes a little heat off by 
not having to make that 
perfect turkey. All the 
family members will be 
bringing side dishes to 
compliment, which will 
be great. And I am sure 
there will be plenty of 
Tupperware items filled 
as they walk out the door. 
Stress level has moved 
down to a five; I think I 
just saw a smile cross her 
face.

Impression is a word 
that means a lot to my 
wife. She always looks 
amazing when we are 
around others and she 
strives to keep things as 
perfect as she can and 
that is not a bad thing at 
all. She has a lot of pride 
in what she does and 
having things look perfect 
is something I am sure 
that leads to her stress. 
My solution to lowering 
the stress is to help her 
as much as I can… doing 
whatever she wants prior 
to the big day and staying 
positive along the way. 

And if that is not good 
enough, I will grab a nice 
bottle of wine and have it 
ready for her before the 
guests arrives. I mean, 
what the heck, it is the 
season and spirits go well 
with the holiday. I just 
hope one glass will allow 
for a stress-free holiday. 
If it will take more, then I 
did not do my job…..

I hope each and every 
one of you has a fun and 
safe Thanksgiving.

It’s that time once again to acknowledge the 
efforts of Harrison County’s student athletes.  Each 
week a panel will take a look at the information 
collected to make the best choices possible.  They 
will review the performances of the athletes from 
the six schools (Bridgeport, Liberty, Lincoln, 
Notre Dame, Robert C. Byrd, and South Harrison) 
in our county.

The Shinnston News and Harrison County 
Journal’s Athletes of the Week Award is an 
avenue that is used to promote the youth of our 
county, while bringing attention to their athletic 
accomplishments.

This past week’s winners are Bridgeport’s Aiden 
Paulsen and Robert C. Byrd’s Nathaniel Junkins.

Indian running back Aiden Paulsen helped his 
team to a 74-49 win over Jefferson to advance to 
the state semifinals.  Paulsen ran for 238 yards with 
a game high 14-yard average per carry.  Paulsen 
also accounted for 30 points as he scored on five 
rushing touchdowns.

Flying Eagle receiver Nathaniel Junkins had 
a huge game in the loss to Fairmont Senior last 
Friday.  Junkins recorded game highs in receptions 
(9) and receiving yards (158).  Junkins also 
recorded the hat trick hauling in three scores on 
14, 11, and 55 yards respectively.

Congratulations to Bridgeport’s Aiden Paulsen 
and Robert C. Byrd’s Nathaniel Junkins for being 
named the Shinnston News and Harrison County 
Journal’s Athletes of the Week!

And Then There Was 
One and A Big One!

Heading into the 
second round of the 
football playoffs there 
were two Harrison 
County schools 
that were still alive 
in the quest for a 
state championship.  
Bridgeport and Robert 
C. Byrd went into their 
second round lock-ups 
but only one would 
advance.

The Indians had to 
wait until Saturday 
afternoon to get on the 
gridiron, but it was 
worth the wait as the 
Tribe earned a 74-49 
win over Jefferson.  
Bridgeport Head Coach 
Tyler Phares took the 
program’s record book 
and rewrote most of 
it as his team sprinted 
past the Cougars and 
into the state semifinals.  
The Indians are just 
one victory away from 
the state title game, a 
spot they have been 
consistently in for over 
a decade.  Most of those 
years came in Class AA 
but now it’s happening 
on the highest level 
possible in the Mountain 
State.

If you look back over 

the years, the majority of 
Indian state titles have 
come from the same 
recipe for success…a 
smash mouth rushing 
attack coupled with 
a stingy defense.  
Well, this isn’t your 
typical grandfather’s 
Bridgeport squad.  This 
most recent offensive 
explosion included a 
team total of 697 rushing 
yards and produced a 
trio of century topping 
rushers. 

After a seemingly 
pedestrian first quarter 
that left a 7-7 tie, 
Bridgeport exploded 
for 34 second period 
points to claim control 
of this matchup.  
Jefferson made a solid 
comeback attempt 
after the halftime break 
outscoring the host 28-
20 in the third stanza.  
However, it was only 
fitting that at Wayne 
Jamison Field the Tribe 
returned to the ways of 
the former legendary 
coach.  The Indians 
lined up, smashed 
Jefferson in the mouth 
and at the same time 
only allowed one score 
in the final segment 
to advance towards 

another title.
Landyn Reppert led 

the Bridgeport attack 
with 316 yards on 
25 carries.  Reppert 
also collected three 
rushing touchdowns on 
the afternoon.  Aiden 
Paulsen picked up 238 
yards on 17 attempts.  
Paulsen hit the jackpot 
finding paydirt on five 
occasions, accounting 
for 30 points.  Cam 
Cole chipped in with 
107 yards on 19 rushes.  
Cole ran for a pair of 
scores and connected 
with Nathan Lhotsky on 
a 27-yard scoring strike.

Bridgeport will head 
to the panhandle this 
weekend and will do 
battle with Martinsburg.  
The Indians go into 
battle with the Bulldogs 
with a perfect 12-0 
record.

The Flying Eagles fell 
behind 21-0 at the end 
of the first half against 
Fairmont Senior and the 
score stayed that way 
until midway through 
the third quarter.  Nick 
George found Nathaniel 
Junkins on a 14-yard 
scoring strike. The 
duo connected for 
touchdowns twice more 
with the last putting 
RCB in position for a 
comeback win.  Trailing 
by a point, George 
ran in the two-point 
conversion to give the 
Flying Eagles a one-

point lead with 1:31 
left in the matchup.  
However, a Polar 
Bear kickoff return 
for a touchdown on 
the ensuing kickoff 
would put an end to the 
comeback attempt.  The 
97-yard return by Dylan 
Ours gave Fairmont 
Senior the 33-28 win.

RCB was led by the 
combo of George and 
Junkins.  George was 17 
of 31 for 202 yards and 
Junkins hauled in nine 
passes for 158 yards.

West Virginia’s 
football team 
accomplished a pair of 
goals in last Saturday’s 
big win over Texas.  The 
Mountaineers sent out 
the senior class with a 
victory and at the same 
time kept their bowl 
hopes alive.  The seniors 
are the heart and sole 
of this team and their 
teammates showed their 
gratitude by sending 
them out on top.

The only thing 
standing in the way 
of bowl eligibility is 
Kansas.  The Jayhawks 
are 1-7 in the Big 12 
conference and will host 
the Mountaineers in 
prime time to end both 
squad’s regular season.

That will do it for now.  
Until next week…take 
care and God Bless!

What to Expect During 
the Thanksgiving Break

Studies Find Hunters Not Using Hearing 
Protection at High Risk of Hearing Loss

Wearing ear muffs (as seen pictured) can be helpful for hunters to avoid hearing 
loss due to gun fire.

WVU Harrison County Extension 
Service Offering Free Workshop
Join the WVU 

Harrison County 
Extension Service on 
December 7, 2021, at 
6 p.m. at the Harrison 
County Recreation 
Complex to learn 
how to grow your 

own gourmet shiitake 
mushrooms. Dr. 
Dave McGill, Forest 
Resources Extension 
Specialist, will be 
teaching participants 
how to inoculate 
logs with shiitake 

spawn and the care 
of shiitakes up to 
harvest. 

In this free workshop, 
participants will learn 
how to select a log for 
inoculating shiitake 

Washington, DC 
(Pinkston News Service) 
- Depending on where 
you live in the U.S., 
hunting season for large-
game and fowl is open, or 
is about to be. For many 
gun owners, this means 
the risk of hearing loss 
goes up as large bore 
rifles and shotguns come 
off the racks and out of 
safes to see action once 
again. As men, women 
and children head out 
to the fields, forests and 
blinds, experts have 
offered a number of 
options to protect their 
hearing, their health and 
their hunt.

It’s estimated that 15 
million Americans 
hunt each year. Indeed, 
hunting is a way of life 
for many families, but 
it’s not without hazards, 
especially when it comes 
to hearing loss. Noises 
greater than 140 decibels 
(roughly the amount a 
jet engine at take-off) 
can permanently damage 
hearing, but many 
long arms exceed that 
threshold by as much 
as 30 decibels. Study 
after study confirms that 
hunters and target 
shooters without 
adequate ear protection 
(after adjusting for age 
and other factors) were 
more likely to have a 
marked high-frequency 
hearing loss than those 
who had ear protection. 

Some of this 
is self-induced. 
Some studies have 
shown that 70% to 80% 
of hunters “never wear 
earplugs or earmuffs.” 
Mayo Clinic Health 
System Ear, Nose and 
Throat specialist Dr. 
Thomas Lowry told the 

Mayo Clinic News 
Network, “I’m an avid 
sportsman, and I’m 
amazed by how many 
people don’t wear hearing 
protection when they shoot 
guns.” 

To prevent danger, there 
are strategies one can adopt 
to mitigate the possibility 
of hearing loss. Among the 
recommendations from 
the American Speech-
L a n g u a g e - H e a r i n g 
Association: using or 
wearing hearing protection 
devices when shooting, 
double-protecting your 
ears (by putting earmuffs 
over plugs when shooting 
big-bore firearms) and 
making hearing protective 
devices a requisite part of 
your shooting gear. 

Another option is to 
adopt the use of silencers 

or suppressors. These gun 
barrel attachments shave 
off 20-35 decibels from 
each report, reducing very 
loud and damaging noises 
to a safer level. 

Silencer Shop Founder 
Dave Matheny says he 
bought his first suppressor 
to protect his son who 
is deaf in one ear. “My 
son and I enjoy hunting 
together and to be able to 
continue to do one of our 
favorite activities safely, 
I bought him a silencer to 
protect his hearing in his 
good ear. That eventually 
led me to use my software 
development expertise to 
start Silencer Shop to help 
protect others and make 
the process of buying a 
silencer simple.”

Suppressors also 
provide benefits apart 

from your hearing. If 
you hunt with family or a 
friend, they can protect the 
hearing of both you and 
your companions, as well 
as improve your chances 
of bagging that trophy, 
say hunting experts. By 
reducing the volume of 
the shot, suppressors help 
anonymize your position, 
leaving prey confused 
as to where the threat is 
coming from. Suppressors 
can also improve your aim 
by reducing jarring noise 
and recoil that can obstruct 
follow-up shots.

This fall, hunters in 
most states who want to 
preserve their hearing 
have a number of safety 
precautions at their 
disposal. 
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PAUL W. GARRETT, 

Paul W. Garrett, Jr., 
74, of Good Hope, 
passed away on Friday, 
November 19, 2021 
at United Hospital 
Center. He was born 
in Clarksburg on 
November 30, 1946 a 
son of the late, Paul W. 
“Woody” and Sylvia 
Furguson Garrett. 
Paul is survived by his 
loving wife, Emma 
Carder Garrett, whom 
he married on January 
6, 1965.

 He is also survived 
by his daughters, 
Crystal Byrd and her 
husband Bryan and 
their son, Brandon and 
Shelby Renzelli and her 
husband Doug, all of 
Good Hope; his nieces, 
Loretta Kay Reader 
of SC, Charlotte Ward 
of Good Hope, Joyce 
Ann Phillips of NC, 
and his nephew, James 
Garrett of Good Hope; 
as well as his sister-in-
law, Garnet Garrett of 
Clarksburg.

He is the last 
surviving member of 
his immediate family.

Paul served our 
country in the US Navy 
during the Vietnam 
Era. During his military 
service, he got to see 
many places around the 
globe including Italy 
and Spain. For almost 
50 years, Paul was 
a long-haul trucker. 
He loved driving and 
working on his pristine 
’79 Peterbilt. His career 
took him all over this 
great country. Many 
of his loads came out 
of the Carbon Plant in 
Anmoore. Paul enjoyed 
being outdoors and 
was always working on 
something. He was also 
a usual at the Hawks 
Nest Restaurant and 
many other businesses 
around Good Hope.

In keeping with 
his wishes, there 
will be no public 
services. Cremation 
arrangements have 
been handled by 
Perine Funeral Home 
in Shinnston. In lieu 
of flowers, memorial 
contributions can 
be made to a charity 
of your choice. 
Online memories and 
condolences can be 
extended to the family 
at www.perinefunerals.
com

PAUL HARRISON 
BUTLER

Paul Harrison Butler, 
96, of Shinnston 
passed away Sunday, 
November 14, 2021 
in Tygart Center at 
Fairmont. He was born 
November 2, 1925 at 
Bloomington, MD, a 
son of the late Grover 
and Beryl Riley Butler. 

On February 24, 

1951, Paul married 
Virginia Garrett Butler, 
who passed away on 
September 3, 2018. 
Also deceased is his 
son-in-law, Gary 
Barron and his brother, 
Junior Butler.

He is survived by 
his children, Danny 
Lee Butler and wife 
Sally of Shinnston, 
Paula Ann Barron 
of Bridgeport, Barry 
Alan Butler and wife 
Brenda of Shinnston, 
and Tina Lynn Edwards 
and boyfriend Richard 
Smith of Shinnston; 
grandchildren, Aaron 
Koon and Fiancé Jade 
Ash, Paige Hardman 
and husband Ryan, 
Jenna Edwards, Sean 
Butler and wife Tara, 
Lauren Moorehead and 
husband Jimi, Jessica 
Seaver and husband 
Jon, Nick Barron and 
wife Marissa, Brandi 
Marsh and husband 
Nick, Brooke Terneus 
and husband Scott, 
and Brandon Butler; 
great-grandchildren, 
Macey, Camden, and 
Avarie Koon, Bryn, 
Emmett, and Jack 
Seaver, Maddison, 
Emilee, Kaycee, 
Madison, Rowan, and 
Liam Butler, Cohen, 
Chandley, and Chase 
Terneus, Chloe, Hayes, 
and Grace Barron, 
Gage, Silas, and 
Meadow Hardman.

Paul served in the 
U.S. Navy during 
WW II. He retired 
as a mine foreman 
from Consolidation 
Coal Company, 
where he served on 
mine rescue teams at 
several different coal 
companies. He was a 
member of American 
Legion Post 31, 
Shinnston.

Funeral services were 
held at Harmer Funeral 
Home on Thursday, 
November 18, 2021 
with Pastor Sherman 
Goodwin officiating. 
Interment followed 
at the WV National 
Cemetery, Pruntytown. 
Online memories 
and condolences 
may be shared at 
Harmerfuneralhome.
com

VICKIE LEE 
HILLBERRY

Vickie Lee Hillberry, 
67, of Owings, passed 
away on Friday, 
November 19, 2021 at 
United Hospital Center. 
She was born August 19, 
1954 in Meadowbrook, 
a daughter of Theodore 
Crites of Clarksburg 
and the late, Barbara 
Gregory Crites.

In addition to her 
father, Vickie is 
survived by her loving 
husband, Michael 
Allen Hillberry, 
whom she married on 

December 14, 1985. 
She is also survived 
by her children, 
Melissa Lazorick 
of Owings, Michael 
Lazorick and his wife 
Miranda of Fairmont, 
Matthew Lazorick 
and his wife Tracy of 
Mannington, and Jamie 
Hillberry and his wife 
Melissa of Owings; 
her grandchildren, 
Jake Shingleton, 
Ashton Lazorick, 
Colton Shingleton 
and his fiancé Taylor 
Riley, Seth Hillberry, 
Natalee Lazorick, 
Angel Powell, Michael 
“Trey” Lazorick III, 
Lexi Lazorick, Aspen 
Cienawski, Bella 
Lazorick, and Bronson 
Lazorick; her brother, 
Theodore Crites II 
and his wife Cathy of 
Wallace; as well as 
several nieces, nephews 
and cousins.

Vickie was also 
preceded in death by 
her aunt and uncle, 
Rosetta and Wilson 
Moore.

Vickie lived for 
her children and 
grandchildren. She 
loved spending time 
with them and cooking 
for them. She also 
enjoyed bowling and 
watching Days of Our 
Lives and Wheel of 
Fortune.

 A funeral service 
will be held at Perine 
Funeral Home on  
Wednesday, November 
24, with Pastor Chris 
Shingleton officiating. 
Interment will follow 
at the Shinnston 
Memorial Cemetery. 
In lieu of flowers, 
memorial contributions 
can be made toward 
her funeral expenses. 
Online memories and 
condolences can be 
extended to the family 
at www.perinefunerals.
com

SHERRY LYNN 
EXLINE

Sherry Lynn Exline, 
70, of Lumberport, 
passed away suddenly 
on Wednesday, 
November 17, 2021 at 
her home. She was born 
September 27, 1951 in 
Clarksburg, a daughter 
of the late Glen R. and 
Hazel Madeline Moore 
Hall.

She is survived by 
her loving husband, 
Thomas C. Exline, 
whom she married 
on April 7, 1970. 
Sherry is also survived 
by her daughter, 
Nancy Exline-Webb 
and her husband, 
Michael, her son, 
Thomas Kelly Exline 
and his girlfriend, 
Susan Longwell, all of 
Lumberport; and her 
granddaughter, whom 

she adored, Kaitlin 
M. Exline, of Beverly. 
Also surviving are her 
sister, Brenda S. Hall 
of Bridgeport; brother-
in-law, Mike Exline 
and his wife, Carolyn 
of Lumberport; 
and her sister-in-
law, Mary Beverly 
and her husband, 
Charles “Pete” also of 
Lumberport; as well 
as several nieces and 
nephews.

In addition to her 
parents, Sherry was 
preceded in death by 
her mother and father-
in-law, Owen E. and 
Waneda Exline; and 
her sister-in-law, 
Imajean McIntire and 
her husband Ronnie.

She was a member 
of the Hepzibah 
Baptist Church and 
the Lumberport Lions 
Club. She was president 
of the Lumberport 
Senior Citizens and 
served as Liaison for 
the Harrison County 
Senior Citizen Centers. 
She was also a member 
of the Rebekahs Lodge 
of Wallace.

Sherry was active 
in the Town of 
Lumberport where she 
formerly served as 
Mayor and Recorder. 
She also served her 
community as a 
member of the Harrison 
County Emergency 
Squad. For many years, 
she operated Sherry’s 
Beauty Shop and was 
an instructor at the 
Clarksburg Beauty 
Academy.

A funeral service 
was held at Perine 
Funeral Home on 
Monday, November 

22, with as Pastor 
Tim Sandy officiate. 
Interment  followed 
at the Lumberport 
Lions Club Cemetery. 
Online condolences 
and memories can be 
shared with the family 
at www.perinefunerals.
com

MICHAEL ANDREW 

BYRD
Michael Andrew 

Byrd, 48, of Clarksburg 
passed away on 
Saturday, November 
13, 2021 at United 
Hospital Center due 
to COVID-19. He was 
born December 29, 
1972 in Virginia Beach, 
VA a son of the late, 
Gary William Byrd, Sr. 
Michael is survived by 
his loving wife, Betty 
Louise Kostelac Byrd, 
whom he married on 
July 5, 1997.

He is also survived 
by his siblings; Cathy 
Riley of Anmoore, 
Gary William “Bill” 
Byrd, Jr. and his wife 
Robin of Clarksburg, 
Bryan Byrd and his 
wife Crystal of Good 
Hope, and Jonette Byrd 
of Crooked Run; his 
mother-in-law, Debra 
Smith and her husband 
Ronnie of Clarksburg; 
grandmother-in-law, 
Betty Kostelac of 
Nutter Fort; sister-in-
law, Melissa Bee and 

her husband Kevin 
of Clarksburg; two 
special nieces that he 
considered his own 
children, Andra and 
Kaitlyn Bee; and a host 
of nieces and nephews 
that he absolutely 
adored. Also surviving 
are his dear friends 
who he adored, Jadyn 
and Gaven Hogsed; as 
well as special friends, 
Uncle John Jenkins 
(who called Michael 
several times a day) 
Brian Hayes, Johnny 
Davis, and Doug 
Smith.

In addition to his 
father, Michael was 
preceded in death by 
his father-in-law, Carl 
Kostelac, his brother-
in-law, Chuck Riley, 
as well as his nephew, 
Tony Riley.

Michael loved the 
outdoors. He would 
hunt, fish, and spend 
weekends on his boat 
at the lake. He also 
enjoyed re-loading 
ammunition and 
shooting guns. Michael 
was an avid sports fan 
and could be found 
watching the Dolphins, 
Lakers, and Mets in his 
well-appointed media 
room. He also was 
extremely fond of the 
dogs that he kept close 
over the years.

In keeping with his 
wishes, cremations 
services were provided 
by Perine Funeral 
Home. There will be 
no public services. 
Online condolences 
and memories can be 
extended to the family 
at www.perinefunerals.
com

Program from Shinnston’s 1944 Community Thanksgiving Service. 
Photo courtesy of Bobby Bice.
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Visit www.greenwaysrealestateandauction.com 
For More Information & A Complete Gallery of Photographs

REAL ESTATE SOLD SUBJECT TO OWNER CONFIRMATION. 
10% BUYERS PREMIUM ON PERSONAL PROPERTY IN EFFECT SALE DAY.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS ON SALE DAY TAKE PRECEDENCE.

Tommy Garten WV LIC#0461
Matt Garten WV LIC#1688

Robert “Dizzy” Garten WV LIC#1997
800-420-1155       540-962-1155

Friday, Dec. 3rd, 11 a.m.  
Saturday, Dec. 4th, 9 a.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 5th, 12 p.m.
West Virginia Building 

West Virginia State Fairgrounds
947 Maplewood Avenue, 
Lewisburg, W.Va. 24901

A Generational Collection of the Finest Antiques & 
Historic Real Estate in Southern West Virginia

MARCUS EDWAR 
LEGGETT

D Marcus Edward 
Leggett, 36, of Wallace, 
went home to be with the 
Lord at 8:35pm, Monday, 
November 15, 2021 at the 
United Hospital Center, in 
Bridgeport. He was born 
in Clarksburg, November 
21, 1984, a son of Ralph 
Edward and Rometta 
Lynn Carson Leggett, 
of Wallace.

Surviving are his 
three children whom he 
dearly loved, Rilynn, 
Paislee, and Gunnar 
Leggett; his brothers, 
Ralph Leggett and 
his wife Jennifer, 
Clarksburg, William 
Leggett and his wife 
Nichole, Haywood; his 
paternal grandparents, 
Edward and Patsy 
Leggett, Wallace; nieces 
and nephews, Maxon, 
Macie, Myles, Haleigh, 
and Mackenzie Leggett; 
his companion, Britney 
Chestnut; the mother of 
his children, Shondra 
Leggett, and several 
aunts, uncles, and 
cousins that he loved so 
much. 

Marcus was preceded 
in death by his maternal 
grandparents, Romeo 
and Phyllis Carson.

He loved hunting, 
fishing, and racing 
and was employed 
by Wolfe Excavating. 
Marcus never knew a 
stranger and enjoyed 
making people laugh. 
He was very family 
oriented and spent time 
helping his mother and 
father. His number one 

accomplishment was 
being a great dad and 
uncle. He loved the Lord 
and singing gospel music. 
He was a Christian by 
faith.

A funeral service will 
be held at Perine Funeral 
Home Friday, November 
19, with Pastors John 
and Sheila Napier 
officiating. Interment 
was in the Robinson 
Cemetery in Wallace. 
Condolences may be 
extended to the family 
at www.perinefunerals.
com. 

VIRGINIA K. 
MOORE

Virginia K. Carder 
Ashcraft Moore, 
94, originally from 
Shinnston, WV passed 
away on November 11, 
2021 at the Fairmont 
Health & Rehab 
Center. She was born 
at Saltwell, to the late 
Earl Carder and Ruth 
Johnson Carder.

She was preceded 
in death by her first 
husband in 1954, 
Russell M Ashcraft. 
In 1975 she married 
Richard “Sonny” 
Moore of Shinnston. 

Virginia is survived 
by 2 daughters, Ruth 
Ashcraft Gonzalez and 
husband Mike Gonzalez 
of Clarksburg, and 
daughter Sandra 
Ashcraft Moore Green, 
husband Hal Green of 
Bridgeport. She also 
is survived by 5 
grandchildren, Shannon 
Moore App husband 
Danny App of Mars, 
Pa, Patrick Wayne 
Moore and wife Crissi 
of Bridgeport, Michael 
Gonzalez and fiancé 
Sherri Lily of Salem, 
Bryan Gonzalez and 
fiancé Erin Pistavec 
of Nutter Fort and 
Todd Gonzalez of 
Clarksburg; Three step- 

grandchildren, Amanda 
Green Schorsch and 
husband Aaron of 
Berea, Ky, Nick Green 
and wife Tabitha of 
Flemington and Erik 
Green and wife Sarah 
of Grafton.

Virginia loved all 
her 8 grandchildren, 
10 great grandchildren 
and 1 great great 
grandchild. She is also 
survived by 4 sisters, 
Clara Paugh of 
Shinnston, Caroll 
Greaver of Saltwell, 
Louise Jones of 
Shinnston and 
Nancy Golden and 
husband Larry of 
Shinnston. She is also 
survived by several 
nieces, nephews.

She is preceded in 
death by 2 brothers 
Earl Carder of 
New Jersey and Eugene 
Carder of Cleveland, 
3 sisters Violet 
Patrick of Cleveland, 
Betty Jo McIntyre of 
Shinnston and Anna Lea 
Johnson of Shinnston. 

She came from 
a large family and 
loved doing holidays 
together and family 
reunions. She loved 
watching her old 
westerns and reading 
ghost stories.

The service will be 
at Harmer Funeral 
Home in Shinnston for 
immediate family only.

The Family would 
like to express their 
appreciation to some 
very special souls who 
have been watching 
over Virginia these 
past few months while 
she was in decline. 
It takes very special 
people to help a 
family through the 
process leading up to 
a death. Especially 
helpful were the 
nurses at Enemyes 
Hospice, the doctors 

& Staff at Ruby 
Memorial Hospital in 
Morgantown, as well 
as the staff at Fairmont 
Health & Rehab. 
Online memories 
and condolences 
may be shared at 
Harmerfuneralhome.
com.

ALLISON 
“BLONDIE” AROL 

STARKEY, SR.
Allison “Blondie” 

Arol Starkey, Sr., 88, 
of Clarksburg, passed 
away on Friday, 
November 12, 2021. He 
was born on September 
11, 1933 in Sedalia, 
the son of the late Arol 
Burton and Mamie 
Gertrude Allison 
Starkey.

Blondie graduated 
from Salem High School 
and served his country 
in the United States 
Army. He was manager 
of Outdoor Advertising 
at Lamar Advertising, 
did autobody work and 
an excellent handyman. 
He was a member of 
Spelter Senior Citizens. 
He enjoyed bowling, 
was an avid WVU fan, 
and loved his family.

Blondie is survived by 
his loving wife of sixty-
eight years, Joretta 
“Meme” Belle Patterson 
Starkey whom he 
married on December 
12, 1953; children,  J.B. 
Starkey and JoAnn, 
Onnie Bergman and 
Jim Portaro, all of 
Clarksburg; daughter-
in-law, Judy Starkey, 
Bridgeport; nine 
grandchildren, Heather 
Mudrick-Campbel l , 
Allison Schirripa, 
Craig Starkey, Amanda 
Starkey, JJ Starkey, 
Scotty Starkey, Danny 
Bergman, Brandon 
Bergman and Matthew 
Bergman; eleven 
great grandchildren, 

Madison, Nora, Elliott, 
Grayson, Emma, Grace, 
Maddox, Brooklynn, 
Alexander, Lukas, and 
Andrew; several nieces 
and nephews.  

In addition to his 
parents, Blondie was 
preceded in death by 
one son, Allison Arol 
Starkey Jr on August 21, 
2015 and one brother, 
Robert Starkey.

A funeral service 
was held on Tuesday, 
November 16, 2021 at 
Davis Funeral Home 
with Pastor Ron Hill 
officiating. A graveside 
service was held at 
Floral Hills Memorial 
Gardens in Mount 
Clare on Wednesday, 
November 17, 2021 
with full military 
honors accorded by 
the Harrison County 
Honor Guard and the 
US Army Honor Guard. 
Online condolences 
can be made at 
DavisFuneralHomeWV.
com

ROBERTA LEE DAVIS
Roberta Lee Davis, 67, 

of Fairmont passed away 
on Sunday, November 
14, 2021 at Rosewood 
Center in Grafton. She 
was born September 20, 
1954 in Mullens, WV, 
the daughter of the late 
Robert Carlyle Davis 
and Neva Lorrenne 
Baughman Davis Eddy. 
Robert was sadly killed 
in an accident when 
Roberta was very young 
and she was raised with 
the help of her wonderful 
stepfather, Homer Eddy.

Roberta graduated 
from East Fairmont 
High School and studied 
dog grooming in New 
York. She worked as a 
groomer for many years 
and owned Roberta’s Dog 
Grooming. Roberta had a 
special connection with 
dogs and made them her 
life’s work.  She enjoyed 
to read, draw, and paint. 
She also raised and 
showed standard Poodles.

Roberta is survived 
by three children, Adam 
Long of Bremerton, 
WA, Derrick Long 
and wife, Shannon of 
Gallivant’s Ferry, SC, 
and Erick Long and 
wife, Jessica of Redding, 
CA, one brother, Eric 
Eddy of Jonesborough, 
TN, grandchildren, 
Neva, Ethan, Madison, 
Madeline, Maddox, and 
Eliza Long; as well as 
several special nieces 
and nephews. Roberta 
also leaves behind her 
best friend since middle 
school, Sharon Merill of 
Fairmont, WV.

The family would like 
to extend their sincerest 
gratitude to Roberta’s 
cousin, who also survives, 
Stephanie Wilson, who 
was there to see her 
through her most trying 
times.

Davis Funeral Home 
and Onsite Crematory is 
handling the cremation 
for Roberta and is honored 
to serve the Davis family. 
Online condolences 
can be made at 
DavisFuneralHomeWV.
com.

by the United States 
Congress. The hotels 
in Salt Lake City 
were getting booked 
up and delegates to 
the conference were 
booking flights and 
registering for classes. 
About two months 
before the scheduled 
conference date 
in November, the 
National League of 
Cities made the tough 
decision to go virtual 
for the second year 
in a row, due to the 
Delta variant of the 
COVID-19 virus. 

As we have learned 
over the past year, the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
is unpredictable and 
continues to wreak 
havoc throughout the 
world. Cancelation 
of events like the 
National League of 
Cities conference 
costs millions of 
dollars and affects 
thousands of people 
who have worked 
for more than a year 
preparing events and 
coordinating with 
conference planners. 
Restaurants and 
hotels, including 
small businesses and 

service workers, were 
also hard-hit. While 
it is disappointing, 
it is also necessary 
to protect the health 
of both attendees 
and workers at the 
convention center and 
associated businesses. 

One bright spot 
in this situation is 
that the staff of the 
National League of 
Cities have become 
adept at putting on the 
virtual presentations 
and the sessions are 
very professional 
and seamless. I had 
the opportunity to 
moderate one session 
for the conference. 
The production was 
excellent, and the 
participants were 
able to ask questions 
and interact with the 
panelists, just like an 
in-person session. I 

think many people 
have also gotten used 
to the virtual format 
and block out time to 
participate without 
being interrupted by 
calls and drop-ins 
from co-workers. 

2022 is going to be a 
big year for America’s 
cities and towns. 
Major investments 
in infrastructure are 
already approved and 
thousands of projects 
will begin construction 
throughout the year. 
There are also major 
legislative efforts to 
increase spending on 
sustainable projects, 
such as installation 
of LED streetlighting 
and solar grids. The 
National League of 
Cities will play an 
important role in 
providing guidance 
and technical expertise 

to their members and 
they are planning to 
meet in-person in 
Washington, DC in 
March of 2022. If 
COVID-19 cases are 
low enough, I am 
sure that many city 
officials will converge 
on the nation’s capital 
to lobby and learn 
about how they can 
make their cities, a 
little more amazing. 

are tough to complete 
with when it comes to 
prices and selection. 
Then came Amazon 
and internet shopping. 
Competition got even 
tighter. My family felt 
the effects of these 
challenges over the 
years, but I am happy 
to say my brother is 
still at the helm of 
what my grandfather 
started back in 1974. 

Now, we are all 
guilty of shopping 
with the big box stores 
and online at least 
sometimes, and I’m no 
different. But before 
you buy something 
all I ask is that you 
consider the people 
who are right here in 

our community: people 
supporting our schools 
and athletic events, and 
people paying taxes 
used to pave roads, 
fix infrastructure, and 
provide what I think 
is a top-notch police 
force. 

Sometimes shopping 
out of town and online 
is unavoidable and 
it would be probably 
next to impossible 
to go back to local 
economies of the 70s 
and 80s. But please, 
this Christmas and 
throughout 2022, try to 
do as much shopping 
and dining out as 
you can right here in 
our beautiful city of 
Shinnston!



Nov. 25 2021 - Dec 1 2021 9

LEGAL NOTICE

“Museum Notes” cont. from p.5

1 Columbia Road   •   Shinnston, WV 26431   •   304.592.1040

As we progress towards flu season, it is important to realize 
the need for vaccination-especially to the vulnerable age 
groups.  This includes any child 6 months and older as 
well as the elderly over 65 and anyone who is immuno-
compromised. Some simple tips to help prevent the spread 
of the influenza virus beyond vaccinating include 
covering your cough or sneeze appropriately 
and proper hand washing.  In addition, if you 
feel ill, you should stay home and avoid contact 
with other individuals to prevent the spread 
of infection.  If you have not received your 
influenza vaccine for this flu season, please 
contact MVA in Shinnston today so you 
can get immunized.

Krista Flesher, FNP-BC

CAREER
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING!  Become a Medical Of-
fice Professional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work in 
months!  Call 877-635-0244. The Mis-
sion, Program Information and Tuition 
is located at CareerTechnical.edu/con-
sumer-information.  (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

HELP OUT
DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS. Your 
donation helps fund the search for 
missing children. Accepting Trucks, 
Motorcycles & RV’s too! Fast Free 
Pickup -Running or Not -24 Hour Re-
sponse -Maximum Tax Donation -Call 
(888) 515-3814 

HEALTH/MEDICAL
LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING, 
memory care, or independent living? A 
Place for Mom simplifies the process of 
finding senior living at no cost to your 
family. Call 1-888-918-8270  today!

STROKE AND CARDIOVASCULAR 
DISEASE are leading causes of death, 
according to the American Heart Asso-
ciation. Screenings can provide peace 
of mind or early detection! Contact 
Life Line Screening to schedule your 
screening. Special offer - 5 screenings 
for just $149. Call 1-855-915-3562

DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943’

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
Life Insurance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses.Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the details! 

1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

APPLYING FOR SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY or Appealing a Denied 
Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our 
case managers simplify the process & 
work hard to help with your case.  Call 
1-844-448-0317 FREE Consultation. 
Local Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Bro-
ward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

INTERNET/TV
4G LTE HOME INTERNET Now Avail-
able!  Get GotW3 with lightning fast 
speeds plus take your service with you 
when you travel!  As low as $109.99/
mo! 833-586-1598

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month 
w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 TB of data 
per month. Get More For Your High-
Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to 
bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc restric-
tions apply. Call us today 1-844-358-
7158.

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-De-
mand On All Your Favorite Screens. 
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus tax-
es for 12months. Premium Channels 
at No Charge for One Year! Anytime, 
anywhere. Some restrictions apply. W/ 
24-mo. agmt TV price higher in 2nd 
year. Regional Sports Fee up to $8.49/
mo. is extra & applies. Call IVS 1-855-
656-0296

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 12 months 
with CHOICE Package. Watch your 
favorite live sports, news & entertain-
ment anywhere. One year of HBO Max 
FREE.Directv is #1 in Customer Sat-
isfaction (JD Power & Assoc.) Call for 
more details! (some restrictions apply) 
Call 1-844-373-2749

DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite Needed. 
$40/month. 65  Channels. Stream 
Breaking News, Live Events, Sports & 
On Demand Titles. No Annual Contract. 
No Commitment. CALL 1-855-767-6026

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 Chan-
nels! Blazing Fast Internet, $19.99/
mo. (where available.) Switch & Get 
a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE 
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-736-4350

EARTHLINK HIGH SPEED INTER-
NET. As Low As $49.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed Fi-

ber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-866-305-7264

HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTER-
NET - 25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! 
Get More Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Standard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, Call 1-877-
567-2866

 MISCELLANEOUS
$10K+ IN DEBT? Be debt free in 24-48 
months. Pay a fraction of your debt. Call 
National Debt Relief  877-755-1089

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call today 
for a FREE QUOTE from America’s 
Most Trusted Interstate Movers. Let us 
take the stress out of moving!  Speak 
to a Relocation Specialist, call 888-902-
2365

THINKING ABOUT INSTALLING A 
NEW SHOWER? American Standard 
makes it easy. FREE design consul-
tation. Enjoy your shower again! Call 
1-833-385-1415 today to see how you 
can save $1,000 on installation, or visit 
www.newshowerdeal.com/wvps

HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE, 
Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 Penn-
sylvania Ave., Charleston, WV. Call 
(304) 541-9139 for an appointment.  

THE GENERAC PWRCELL, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installation ser-
vices available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no obligation, 
quote today. Call 1-833-310-1895

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. 
We want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since 
1920 Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consultation, Produc-
tion, Promotion and Distribution Call for 
Your Free Author`s Guide 1-833-675-
6435 or visit http://dorranceinfo.com/
WV

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-844-295-2840

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today any of three easy ways:

Call classifieds at this Newspaper
 

Or WVPA at 1-800-235-6881 or Visit www.wvpress.org
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(2019-S-00000474 - Harrison County - NAJ, LLC)
To: MONA RUDOLPH, CITY OF CLARKSBURG, MONA RUDOLPH, or heirs at law, devisees, credi-

tors, representatives, successors, assigns, all known heirs, guardians, conservators, fiduciaries, administra-
tors, lienholders, co-owners, other parties having an undivided interest in the delinquent property, and other 
parties that may have an interest in the subject property.

You will take notice that NAJ, LLC, the purchaser of the tax lien(s) on the following real estate, Certifi-
cate of Sale: 2019-S-00000474, 1 LOT PT LOT 31 X 74 FT M P REYNOLDS PLAT, located in COAL 
CLARKSBURG CORP, which was returned delinquent in the name of RUDOLPH MONA, and for which 
the tax lien(s) thereon was sold by the sheriff of Harrison County at the sale for the delinquent taxes made 
on the 7th day of November, 2019, has requested that you be notified that a deed for such real estate will be 
made to him or her on or after January 4, 2022, as provided by law, unless before that day you redeem such 
real estate. The amount you will have to pay on the last day, January 3, 2022, will be as follows:

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of the sale, with  $  610.63
interest, to January 3, 2022.
Amount of subsequent year’s taxes paid on the property, since the sale,  $  476.03
with interest to January 3, 2022.
Amount paid for the Title Examination and preparation of the list to be served  $  1,075.59
and for preparation and service of notice with interest from January 1, 2020,
following the sheriff’s sale to January 3, 2022.
Amount paid for other statutory costs with interest from following the sheriff’s  $  129.39
sale to January 3, 2022.
Total Amount Payable to Sheriff - cashier check, money order or certified  $  2,291.64
check must be made payable to The Honorable Robert Matheny, Sheriff 
and Treasurer of Harrison County.
Cost of Certification of Redemption - cashier check, money order or certified  $  35.00
check must be made payable to The Honorable John B. McCuskey, State Auditor.

You may redeem any time before January 3, 2022, by paying the above total
less any unearned interest.

Return this letter and both certified funds to the
WV State Auditor’s Office,
County Collection Division

1900 Kanawha Blvd East, Building 1, Room W-114
Charleston, West Virginia 25305.

Questions please call 1-888-509-6568 option 2

Health Notes: Vaccination, 
Mental Health and Addiction

shelters and other 
structures that people 
continue to enjoy today.  
The pay was $30 a 
month. Twenty-five 
dollars was sent home 
to the participant’s 
family and the other 
$5 was his to enjoy. 
This doesn’t seem 
like much, but food, 
shelter, entertainment 
and hobbies were all 
provided by the camp 
experience.

Among the books 
available for view at 
the Bice-Ferguson 
Memorial Museum is, 
“Once in a Lifetime,” 
donated by John 
Belcastro. This 
amazing little book 
was a guide to the 
CCC experience. It 
explains the history 
of the program and 
the program’s purpose 
to the participant, 
stressing all the benefits 
that could be gleaned 
for future employment, 

mental health, physical 
fitness and skills to 
get along with others.  
The book stresses 
over and over that the 
camp experience will 
be what the individual 
makes of it. 

I was close to two 
participants who had 
a positive experience. 
In the picture, my 
father-in-law, Charles 
Herndon is the third 
man from the left 
in the front row in a 
camp in California 
where he got to work 
in park lands and fight 
some fires. Chuck 
would join the Navy 
at the start of World 
War II and served as a 
radar technician on a 
destroyer escort in the 
Pacific. He came home 
where he had a long 
career with Consol.

My dad, Albert 
Hurst, Jr., was in the 
CCC in Kentucky. 
He often talked about 

the block laying and 
carpentry skills he 
acquired there, which 
he used at home and at 
the family camp later 
in life. Dad loved the 
food at the camp and 
would tell a story of 
leaving the mess hall 
with a slice of bread 
slathered with a thick 
covering of butter, 
which prompted one of 
the other guys to yell, 
“Hey, Junior, where’d 
you get the lemon 
pie?” Dad was part 
of the “second army” 
at home, working in 
the mines to be sure 
goods could continue 
to be made for the war 
effort. He had a long 
career as a union miner 
with Consol.

If you’d like to view 
“Once in a Lifetime,” 
the museum is closed 
for the season but will 
re-open the first week 
of May.

Garden Club meets
By Debra Herndon
Director, Bice-Ferguson 
Memorial Museum

The Shinnston Garden 
Club met on Oct. 28 at 1 
p.m. in Jimmy’s Diner 
with Dorothy Rota, 
president, presiding.

    Flowers from 
the Club were sent to 
two members in the 
hospital: Ann Davis and 
Francis Figler and to the 
funeral home for Gloria 
Jean Davis, mother-in-
law of member Beth 
Linn. The Club made 
a monetary donation 
to a comfort project 

organized by Joyce 
Miker.

    Jon Olsen, 
Vista worker with 
the City of Shinnston 
offered a report on the 
Community Garden. 

    Vice President 
Wanda Ashcraft read 
a letter of thanks from 
Secretary of State Mac 
Warner, thanking the 
Club for an event held 
in his honor on Aug. 26.

Ashcraft exhibited 
a medallion that was 
given to her at the 
recent Session of the 
W.V. I.O.O.F. held 
in Flatwoods, one of 
two awarded by the 

Honorable Charles E. 
Lusk, Jr., Sovereign 
Grand Master of the 
Sovereign Grand 
Lodge. The other one 
went to the incumbent 
Grand Master, 
Honorable Wendell Hill 
of Madison, WV.

   Winners of 
the door prizes were 
Jon Olsen and Wanda 
Ashcraft. Present, not 
previously mentioned 
were: Wanda F. Ashcraft, 
vice president;    Letha 
H. Stutler, secretary; 
Chad Edwards; Paula 
Harrison; Beth Linn; 
Kathleen Panek and 
Juanita Pumphrey.

Gov. Jim Justice announced that the deadline for 
West Virginians to apply for a $150 school voucher 
through the Healthy Grandfamilies COVID-19 
vaccination incentive program is Dec. 15.

The Healthy Grandfamilies vaccination incentive 
program offers a $150 voucher for school supplies 
to all vaccinated grandfamilies in West Virginia 
– families where grandparents are the primary 
caregivers for their grandchildren.

To qualify, all vaccine-eligible members of 
the grandfamily, including grandparents and 
grandchildren ages 5 and older, must have received 
at least one dose of the COVID-19 vaccine. The 

family must also be enrolled in West Virginia State 
University’s Healthy Grandfamilies program. 
Enroll at healthygrandfamilies.com.

   Healthy Grandfamilies, which provides 
information and resources to grandparents who are 
raising one or more grandchildren, is assisting in 
the administration of the school voucher incentive. 
According to the organization, about 19,000 
West Virginia children live in households with 
a grandparent or grandparents as their primary 
caregiver.

• The Harrison-Clarksburg Health Department 
offers COVID-19 vaccination and testing clinics on 

Wednesdays from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Schedule your 
appointment at https://vaccine.wvumedicine.org/
harrison. The FDA has officially approved use of 
COVID-19 vaccine booster doses in all Americans 
ages 18 and older.

• The West Virginia Department of Health and 
Human Resources is promoting hotlines for West 
Virginians in crisis. If you or someone you love is 
in crisis, help is available 24/7/365. 

For social, emotional & stress-related support: 
1-877-HELP304 

For referrals to addiction or mental health 
services: 1-844-HELP4WV 

For suicide prevention: 1-800-273-TALK
• DHHR’s Office of Drug Control Policy and 

the Governor’s Council on Substance Abuse 
Prevention & Treatment are holding weekly 
virtual town hall meetings on the WV 2021 
Substance Use Response Implementation Plan in 
November and December. To pre-register: https://
helpandhopewv.org/odcp/

• DHHR Cabinet Secretary Bill J. Crouch 
congratulates Dr. Rahul Gupta as the newly 
confirmed director of the federal Office of National 
Drug Control Policy.

From 2015 through 2018, Dr. Gupta served 
as West Virginia’s State Health Officer and 
Commissioner of DHHR’s Bureau for Public 
Health.
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“Workshop” cont. from p. 6

“Girl Scout 2021” cont. from p. 5 IT’S EASIER 
MOVING FORWARD 
WHEN Y  U KNOW 
WHAT’S AHEAD. 

wvcancercenter.com

Remember, we’re in this journey together.

At United Hospital Center’s Cecil B. Highland, Jr. & Barbara B. Highland Cancer Center, 
you’ll find the region’s only team of cancer navigators, a special group of individuals who help cancer 

patients find their way through the diagnosis, treatments, side effects . . . and fear. 

This photo was taken prior to the COVID-19 pandemic.

During Holiday Gatherings, Be on 
the Lookout for Cognitive Declines
CHARLESTON, WV 

- As families return to in-
person holiday gatherings 
after lengthy delays 
caused by the pandemic, 
cognitive changes in 
a loved one may be 
alarmingly apparent.

Visiting with parents 
and grandparents after 
being apart for a year 
or more may lead to the 
worrisome discovery 
that loved ones have 
undergone changes 
that are impacting their 
physical condition, 
thinking skills, or 
memory.

Teresa Morris, 
Program Director for the 
Alzheimer’s Association 
West Virginia Chapter, 

said the Association 
generally sees the 
number of calls to its 24/7 
Helpline at 800-272-3900 
swell during and after the 
holidays when people 
visiting with friends and 
family become aware that 
something is not quite 
right.

“Our free helpline 
is staffed by trained 
clinicians around the 
clock to ensure that people 
looking for answers have 
somewhere to turn,” 
Morris said. “If a parent 
or other family member 
seems distracted or unable 
to follow conversation 
during the holidays or 
can’t seem to remember 
where to put dirty dishes, 

it can be very upsetting,” 
she said. 

Those moments usually 
lead to a realization that a 
professional assessment 
should be scheduled. 
Morris said if you 
continue to notice the 
problem, people should 
take their loved one to the 
doctor.

“Helpline calls often 
lead to local referrals to 
our chapter for additional 
resources such as 
education programs,” 
Morris said.

Family members should 
never ignore indications 
of cognitive impairment. 
The Alzheimer’s 
Association has compiled 
a list of 10 Warning Signs 

of Alzheimer’s, which 
include:

Memory changes that 
disrupt daily life, such 
as forgetting important 
events

Difficulty completing 
familiar tasks, such as 
driving to routine places 
or following a favorite 
recipe

Confusion with time or 
place, such as the date

Misplacing things and 
being unable to retrace 
steps, such as putting ice 
cream in the medicine 
cabinet

For a complete list of 
tips and suggestions about 
how to have a safe holiday 
gathering, visit www.
alz.org/help-support/

Veterans More 
Likely to Lose 

Money to Scams 
Than Civilians

C H A R L E S T O N 
– Nearly 150,000 
military veterans 
and active-duty 
service members in 
the Mountain State 
are at risk of being 
targeted by scammers. 
According to a new 
AARP national report, 
veterans, military, 
and their families are 
nearly 40 percent more 
likely to lose money to 
scams and fraud than 
the civilian population. 
Additionally, four out 
of five military/veteran 
adults were targeted by 
scams directly related 
to their military service 
or the benefits they 
receive. 

Scammers often use 
military jargon and 
specific government 
guidelines to craft an 
effective pitch to steal 
money from military 
members and veterans. 
One in three military/
veteran adults reported 
losing money to these 
types of service-related 
scams. Of those who 
lost money, the top 
scams reported include: 

Benefit Buyouts: 
Turning over U.S. 
Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA) pension 
and/or disability 
benefits for a supposed 
lump-sum payment that 
never materializes (47 
percent).

Fraudulent records 
scam: Paying for 
updated personal 
military records (32 
percent).

The fake charitable 
giving request: Donating 
to fake veteran charities 
(32 percent).

Other key findings 
include:

M i l i t a r y / v e t e r a n 
adults reported 
losing more money 
than civilians on the 
grandparent-impostor 
scam (more than twice 
as often) and financial 
phishing schemes 
(nearly twice as often).

Nearly half of 
military/veteran adults 
reported they are 
not using a robocall 
blocking service and 
over 1 in 4 have not 

registered their phone 
numbers on the National 
Do Not Call Registry.

81 percent of military/
veteran adults have not 
placed a security freeze 
on their credit report.

To make scams 
easier to spot, AARP’s 
Fraud Watch Network 
recommends signing up 
for the National Do Not 
Call Registry and using 
a call-blocking service. 
Additional measures 
include: using strong 
and unique passwords 
for each online account; 
using two-factor 
authentication when 
available; and placing 
a free security freeze on 
credit reports at each of 
the three major credit 
bureaus. Also, veterans 
never have to pay for 
their service records or 
earned benefits — if 
told otherwise, it’s a 
scam.

Operation Protect 
Veterans — a joint 
program of the AARP 
Fraud Watch 
Network and the U.S. 
Postal Inspection 
Service — helps West 
Virginia’s veterans, 
service members and 
their families to protect 
against fraud. The Fraud 
Watch Network also 
offers biweekly fraud 
alerts and a free helpline 
(877-908-3360) through 
which veterans, military 
and the public can report 
suspected scams. The 
AARP Watchdog Alert 
Handbook: Veterans’ 
Edition  explains 10 
ways that con artists 
target veterans. For 
more information and 
resources for veterans 
on the latest fraud and 
scams, visit www.aarp.
com/veterans

The survey was 
administered in August 
2021 to a total of 1,660 
people: 851 active or 
former U.S. military 
respondents and 809 
non-military (civilian) 
adults ages 18 and 
older using NORC’s 
AmeriSpeak Internet 
Panel. The margin of 
error is 4.40 percent 
at the 90 percent 
confidence level.

The Shinnston News & Harrison County 
Journal wants to hear from you. 

Please send letters to the editor and ideas for guest opinion columns, related to the City of Shinnston, to 
newsandjournal@yahoo.com. 

mushrooms, the 
types of spawn, the 
equipment needed, 
and the pests to watch 
out for. In the second 
half of the workshop, 
participants will 
inoculate a log with 
shiitake spawn and 
will be able to take it 
home to produce their 
own shiitakes! 

These gourmet 
mushrooms can be 
grown for personal 
use or be sold locally. 
They are one of the 
most commonly 
cultivated type of 
mushroom in the 
world with high 

demand among chefs 
and consumers. 

This workshop 
is free to the 
public; however, 
prior registration 
is required. Please 
register with the 
Harrison County 
Extension Office by 
December 3, 2021, by 
calling 304- 624-8650 
or email Jennifer 
Friend, jefriend@
m a i l . w v u . e d u . 
Current COVID-19 
guidelines will be 
followed. 

Public Library on Wednesday, Dec. 1 and Dec. 8 
from 4:30 p.m. until 5:45 p.m. Potential members 
will take part in activities including listening to a 
book reading and making crafts. 

Parents will have an opportunity to ask questions 
about the Girl Scouts and volunteer opportunities. 

This opportunity is intended for girls in grades 
K-6. According to the Girl Scouts website, the 
program “helps girls develop their full individual 
potential; relate to others with increasing 
understanding, skill, and respect; develop values 
to guide their actions and provide the foundation 
for sound decision making; and contribute to the 
improvement of society through their abilities, 
leadership skills, and cooperation with others. “

Founder Juliette Gordon Low organized the first 
Girl Scout troop on March 12, 1912, in Savannah, 
Georgia. Since then, they expanded their work 
worldwide and have an astounding 2.5 million 
members today. 

If you are interested in bringing your daughter 
to one of the next two meetings, please contact 
McCloy by email at shinnstonwvgirlscouts@
gmail.com or by phone at 304-989-4753. She 
requests that you R.S.V.P for the meeting so that 
she can better prepare.


