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By Dawn Hensil
Staff  Writer

Following hard work 

by a small group, the 

Shinnston Volunteer 

Fire Department has 

an achievement to 

celebrate.  Verisk’s 

ISO Public Protection 

Classifi cation program 

recently awarded 

Shinnston a Class 3 

rating. 

The rating is big news 

and the fi rst time in 

approximately twenty 

years the department 

has achieved a Class 3 

rating, according to Fire 

Chief Dylan Oliveto. 

The new class 3 rating 

i s 

good news for the 

community served by 

the fi re department, 

according to Oliveto. 

He said the rating is 

the result of lots of work 

by its members. 

“We are one of only 

a very small number of 

volunteer departments 

that make the class 

rating of 3,” he added. 

ISO, a division of 

the company Verisk, 

provides advisory 

services and information 

to many insurance 

companies, according 

to its website.

In an email, Ali 

Krueger, a spokesperson 

for Verisk, said the 

ISO Public Protection 

Classifi cation program 

helps insurance 

companies evaluate 

a community’s 

fi re suppression 

capabilities, including 

water supply and water 

system maintenance; 

e m e r g e n c y 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s , 

including technology 

and staffi  ng; and 

fi re department 

preparedness. 

Fire department 

preparedness consists 

Fire department celebrates “a proud moment”

By Dawn Hensil
Staff  Writer

 When it comes 

to navigating through 

town, sometimes it 

can be tricky. Small 

streets and backroads 

are not always clearly 

marked. Resident 

Dave Palmer decided 

to change that, at least 

on his street, and add a 

personal touch as well. 

 P a l m e r ’ s 

driveway off  of 

Hardesty Street 

caused confusion for 

mail delivery drivers 

and emergency 

personnel. He said 

on two occasions a 

neighbor called for 

an ambulance, and 

emergency personnel 

showed up at his 

father’s residence 

knocking on the door 

looking for the person 

in need. 

 “This was all 

driven towards having 

emergency personnel 

come up our driveway 

looking for Hardesty,” 

said Palmer. “It 

becomes a safety 

issue.”  So, he decided 

to do something about 

it. 

P a l m e r ’ s 

grandfather always 

called his driveway 

Harp Drive. Harp 

was short for his 

grandfather’s initials; 

his grandfather’s name 

was Holmer Andrew 

Russell Palmer. Palmer 

decided that he wanted 

to keep with traditions 

and offi  cially name the 

drive to Harp Drive 

so that people could 

diff erentiate between 

the driveway and the 

street easier. 

 P a l m e r 

contacted 911 mapping 

services and the city 

with his concerns about 

the confusion. He has 

other family members 

who live on Harp Drive, 

including his father 

and uncle. Emergency 

offi  cials informed him 

that since there is more 

than one residence on 

the drive it must be 

named a lane, making 

it Harp Lane. 

Palmer planned to 

surprise his father, 

Sonny Palmer, with 

the new road sign as 

a gift for Christmas. 

His grandfather passed 

away in the early 

1970s. They had kept 

 Dave Palmer, left, surprises his father Sonny Palmer 
after arranging for their driveway to offi  cially 
become a lane: Harp Lane, short for his grandfather 
Holmer Andrew Russell Palmer ‘s initials. Courtesy 
photo.

A new name for memory lane

One of the things 

that I did over the 

holidays was spend 

some time cleaning 

my office and trying 

to get some things in 

order. It wasn’t that 

it was totally out of 

control, but rather, 

it needed some hard 

decisions on what to 

keep and what to throw 

away. Over my adult 

life, I have collected 

thousands of pictures, 

papers, certificates 

and an assortment of 

knick-knacks that take 

up boxes and boxes of 

space.  It is interesting 

to look at these items 

and wonder why I 

decided to keep them 

in the first place. As 

a politician, I would 

receive hundreds of 

reports, news articles 

and minutes for 

meetings and they 

would accumulate 

in cardboard boxes. 

I also have over 

a hundred framed 

pictures, plaques, 

g r o u n d b r e a k i n g 

shovels, awards and 

trophies that I am sure 

my kids and grandkids 

would have no idea 

what they would do 

with after I’m gone. 

Of all the 

memorabilia I went 

through, the most 

interesting was a box 

of old VHS tapes. For 

those in the digital age, 

VHS tapes were fairly 

large and could contain 

up to eight hours of 

recordings. Many of 

the tapes that I looked 

at were not labeled 

and I decided to pare 

down my collection 

by playing them and 

throwing away the 

ones that had old 

television programs 

or were too damaged 

to play. I spent hours 

watching episodes of 

the Rockford Files, 

Gunsmoke and the 

Beverly Hillbillies. 

There were also some 

home movies that my 

parents had recorded 

and transferred to VHS 

tapes. Many had only 

fleeting appearances 

of me and my siblings, 

playing in the snow or 

splashing in a small, 

inflatable pool in the 

yard. Most of them 

did not have audio and 

were shaky and hard 

to watch. You could 

make out the people, 

By Erin Beck
Editor

Following an 

investigation, State 

Police say a crash 

involving a Shinnston 

police officer was the 

officer’s fault.

Multiple media 

outlets reported that 

two vehicles were 

involved in the crash, 

State Police: wreck was offi cer’s fault

Members of Shinnston Volunteer Fire Department are celebrating a new rating, signifying improved fi re response capability in town. Pictured, left to right, are: 
Rodney Strait, Dustin Smith, Pat Kovalck, Dylan Oliveto, Eric Richards, Donnie Lindsey, Ryan Cottrell, Randy Akers, Josh Hagan, David Akers, Butch Harrision, 
Jamie Scott, Danny Pratt, Wayne Ross, Jon Harbert, Matt Hall and Caleb Harold. Courtesy photo.

the nickname, but now 

it was offi  cial. With the 

rainy weather though, 

he told his father on 

another day because he 

wanted a photo of his 

father’s reaction. 

Doing it on another 

day did not dim the 

excitement. “My father 

was ecstatic over the 

surprise,” said Palmer. 

With this change 

Palmer hopes that 

it will be easier for 

emergency agencies 

and delivery services 

to navigate his 

neighborhood. He also 

hopes that offi  cials 

will review the need in 

other areas with similar 

issues. 

“No recognition 

is needed, but this 

something that will 

make things so much 

better in the future,” 

said Palmer. 

which resulted in a 

downed power line, 

near the intersection 

of Rt. 19 and 

Meadowbrook Road 

in Harrison County on 

Dec. 1.

In a later interview, 

Shinnston Police Chief 

Jon Harbert released 

more information, 

including the name of 

the officer involved: J. 

Hetherington.  Harbert 

said Hetherington 

attempted to stop 

Justin Dwayne Kuhens 

for a “standard traffic 

violation.” Kuhens 

fled “recklessly,” and 

Continued on Page 3
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This week in West Virginia history

OPINION
By Erin Beck

Editor

e-WV: The West 
Virginia Encyclopedia 
is a project of the West 

Virginia Humanities 

Council.  For more 

information contact the 

West Virginia Humanities 

Council, 1310 Kanawha 

Blvd. E., Charleston, WV 

25301; (304) 346-8500; 

or visit e-WV at www.

wvencyclopedia.org. 

Jan. 14, 1842: 

Marion County was 

established and named 

after Revolutionary War 

hero Francis Marion. 

Middletown was chosen 

as the county seat, but 

the name was changed to 

Fairmont the following 

year.

Jan. 16, 1869: Ephraim 

Franklin Morgan was 

born in Marion County. 

Morgan, a Republican, 

was governor during the 

tumultuous West Virginia 

Mine Wars. 

Jan. 19, 1820, 

Fairmont was established 

by the Virginia legislature 

on the farm of Boaz 

Fleming. The original 

name of Middletown was 

changed to Fairmont in 

1843.

Jan. 19, 1844: 

The Virginia General 

Assembly established 

Taylor County from parts 

of Barbour, Harrison, 

and Marion counties. 

The county was named 

in honor of U.S. Sen. 

John Taylor, a soldier-

statesman from Caroline 

County, Virginia.

In addition, the 

following events 

happened on these dates 

in West Virginia history:

Jan. 13, 1905: Joseph 

H. Diss Debar died in 

Philadelphia. A supporter 

of the movement to create 

West Virginia, Diss Debar 

was commissioned in 

1863 to design the Great 

Seal of West Virginia. 

Jan. 14, 1873: The fi rst 

session of the Glenville 

Branch of the State 

Normal School began in 

the old Gilmer County 

courthouse. In 1943, the 

legislature changed the 

name to Glenville State 

College. 

Jan. 15, 1799: Monroe 

County was established. 

It was named for James 

Monroe, the newly 

inaugurated governor 

of Virginia and later 

president of the United 

States.

Jan. 15, 1836: Braxton 

County was created from 

Kanawha, Lewis, and 

Nicholas counties. It is 

named for Carter Braxton, 

a Virginia statesman and a 

signer of the Declaration 

of Independence.

Jan. 15, 1848: Hancock 

County was established 

and named for statesman 

John Hancock.

Jan. 15, 1864: Frances 

Benjamin Johnston 

was born in Grafton. 

Johnston gained national 

renown as the fi rst female 

press photographer, 

and enjoyed a long 

and remarkable career 

as one of the nation’s 

leading documentary, 

portrait, and artistic 

photographers.

Jan. 16, 1790: Henry 

Ruff ner was born in 

Luray, Virginia. In 

1819, he organized 

two Presbyterian 

congregations in the 

Kanawha Valley. He 

is best known for his 

controversial 1847 anti-

slavery treatise, Address 

to the People of West 
Virginia.

Jan. 16, 1850: Lawman 

Dan Cunningham was 

born in Jackson County. 

His remarkable career 

involved him in the 

Hatfi eld-McCoy Feud, 

the West Virginia Mine 

Wars, and the destruction 

of moonshine stills.

Jan. 17, 1918: The 

War Department hired a 

New York engineering 

fi rm to build the DuPont 

munitions plant in Nitro. 

Within 11 months, the 

powder plant and a 

complete town with 

houses, a civic center 

and a hospital were 

completed.

Jan. 17, 1956: 

Musician Blind Alfred 

Reed died. He was a 

street singer and fi ddler 

from Pipestem, Summers 

County. 

Jan. 18, 1842: Wayne 

County was established 

from part of Cabell 

County. It was named for 

General ‘‘Mad Anthony’’ 

Wayne, a Revolutionary 

War hero who later 

defeated Ohio Native 

American tribes at the 

1794 Battle of Fallen 

Timbers. 

Jan. 19, 1818: 

The Virginia General 

Assembly established 

Preston County from part 

of Monongalia County. 

The new county was 

named for James Patton 

Preston, then governor of 

Virginia.

Jan. 19, 1848: Wirt 

County was created by 

the General Assembly of 

Virginia from portions 

of Wood and Jackson 

counties. It was named 

for William Wirt, 

Virginia statesman and a 

presidential candidate in 

1832.

Jan. 19, 1894: Railroad 

worker John Hardy was 

hanged for killing a man 

in a drunken gambling 

dispute. The episode 

inspired the widely 

popular ballad “John 

Hardy.”

 Unsolicited advice is 

usually annoying, but 

I’m going to off er some 

anyway. 

This legislative session, 

be annoying. 

(Auto-correct thinks 

I mean to write: “This 

legislative session is 

annoying.” That will 

probably also be true, but 

I said what I said.) 

As I’m writing this, the 

West Virginia legislative 

session is scheduled to 

start Wednesday, ending 

on March 12. It’s always 

a whirlwind, as thousands 

of bills are introduced 

and hundreds are passed 

in just sixty days. This 

year, Senate President 

Craig Blair has already 

indicated lawmakers 

plan to move swiftly, and 

Saturday night, Governor 

Jim Justice called a last-

minute special session 

for Monday, apparently 

to pass bills that couldn’t 

wait for two days.

Maybe if lawmakers 

checked their emails 

more often, I could 

feel comfortable 

recommending that 

method of reaching them 

as suffi  cient, but I’ve 

heard too many of them 

say they don’t read them 

to recommend that in 

good conscience. And 

maybe if West Virginia 

newsrooms weren’t 

constantly shrinking, and 

West Virginia offi  cials 

routinely responded to 

questions from reporters, 

I’d feel comfortable 

saying do your best to 

keep up on the news and 

you should have a good 

overview of what you 

need to know.

And if your local 

lawmakers do answer 

emails, regularly host 

town halls and respond 

to phone calls from 

constituents, maybe this 

doesn’t apply to you. And 

I know some lawmakers 

who seem to have their 

hearts in the right place.

If not, like I said, I 

believe the current state 

of West Virginia politics 

means if you care about 

what your leaders are 

doing, you’re going 

to have to be a little 

annoying. 

People may not realize 

this stuff  who aren’t 

journalists, but absolutely 

no one will stop you 

if you see your local 

lawmaker at the grocery 

store and decide to ask 

them a question they 

wouldn’t answer when a 

reporter asked.

You’re allowed to 

repeatedly call your 

lawmaker until they 

acknowledge your 

concerns. If they still 

ignore you, you’re 

allowed to show up at 

their offi  ces.
Continued on page 6
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“fi re department” cont. from page 1

“home-movie” cont. from p. 1

Bridgeport Public Library
Bridgeport Public Library at 1200 Johnson Ave. 

is open to the public. Also, readers can access 

the library’s catalog by reserving books on their 

website at www.youseemore.com/bridgeport  and 

may pick up books on the following days and times: 

M-W-F 12 p.m.-8 p.m and Tuesday & Thursday 12 

p.m.-5 p.m. Personnel will be available to answer 

questions, and the library’s digital resources will 

continue to be available. Contact Amy at the library 

at 304-842-8248 for information. 

Book Sale
Bridgeport library will also hold a daily book 

sale from Jan. 3-Jan. 31, Monday-Friday from 11 

a.m.-7 p.m. and Saturday from 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Buy 

one bag of books and /or music CDs for $3; get a 

bag of books and/or music CDs free. No limit on 

the number you may buy and get free. Single items 

are $.25 each, DVDs are $.50 each. For additional 

information call 304-842-8428.

 

Lowe Public Library
The Lowe Public Library has resumed its regular 

hours to the general public: Monday 11:30 am – 

7 p.m. and Tuesday- Friday 11:30 a.m.-6 p.m, 

closed on Saturdays.  Curbside service will still 

be available to those who request it by calling 

304-592-1700. The library is disinfected routinely 

throughout the day (also, immediately after 

children visit).

Shinnston Senior Citizens
   Shinnston Senior Citizens meets every Friday, 

weather permitting, from 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. at the 

American Legion. 

  

Celebrate Recovery
A Christ-centered 12-step program for any hurt, 

habit or hang-up meets every Friday at 6 p.m. at 

Horizons Church in Lost Creek. Off ers childcare 

(birth to 4 years) and The Landing for older teens. 

For more information, call 304-745-5090.

of: “adequacy of 

equipment, suffi  cient 

staffi  ng, evaluation 

of training, existence 

of automatic aid, and 

geographic distribution 

of fi re companies,” she 

said.

“PPC grades the 

community on its 

ability to respond to 

and suppress individual 

structure fi res and 

assigns an advisory 

number from 1 to 

10,” Krueger wrote. 

“Class 1 generally 

represents exemplary 

fi re protection and 

Class 10 indicates that 

the community’s fi re 

suppression program 

does not meet our 

minimum criteria.”

Oliveto said the 

rating could improve 

local insurance rates, 

although Krueger noted 

that insurers are still in 

charge of establishing 

their own pricing. 

“Since ISO is an 

insurance advisory 

organization providing 

insurers with a variety of 

underwriting and rating 

services, we are not in 

a position to comment 

on how a classifi cation 

change will aff ect local 

property insurance 

premiums,” she said. 

“However, in 

general terms, for 

insurers using the ISO 

PPC information, an 

improved protection 

class can lead to lower 

premiums – all other 

factors remaining 

equal,” she added. 

Krueger said ISO 

recommends that 

individual property 

owners consult with 

their insurance agent or 

representative if they’re 

interested in whether 

the rating will change 

pricing.

Of 39,200 

communities evaluated 

as of Dec. 29, 3,663 

had achieved a Class 

3 rank, she said. Just 

2,200 communities 

had received higher – 

Class 1 or 2 – ratings. 

ISO requests updated 

information from 

communities to adjust 

their ratings at least 

every 24 months. 

Oliveto said the score 

is evidence the fi re 

department is better 

prepared to respond to 

calls. In preparation 

for the inspection, the 

department consistently 

makes sure the trucks, 

breathing apparatuses, 

and other gear are 

in good working 

condition, he said.  Fire 

hydrants were fl ushed 

and tested yearly as 

well.  Accurate record 

keeping is also a must 

for a good rating. 

“This is a very proud 

moment for us,” Oliveto 

said. “We are fortunate 

to have such a great 

group of volunteers.”  

 The fi re department 

also recently received 

a perfect score on their 

inspection by the State 

Fire Marshal’s Offi  ce, 

according to Oliveto.

He said they are 

always looking for 

new members.  If 

you or someone you 

know is interested in 

volunteering, he said to 

come by the department, 

where they can answer 

any questions.

Erin Beck contributed 
reporting.

but it was often dark, 

and my dad had a habit 

of recording our pets, 

so the assortment of 

dogs, cats and rabbits 

took up much of the 

recordings. 

There were also a 

lot of recordings of 

political events, and 

it was interesting to 

see how much had 

changed through 

the years. Mr. Louie 

Ellis was a fixture in 

local politics and he 

and his wife Nancy 

would attend many 

events and record 

hours of video. It is 

amazing to see how 

much people change 

over thirty years and 

how much you forget 

about events in the 

past. I watched one 

video of the swearing-

in of Harrison 

County Circuit 

Judge John Lewis 

Marks. As officials 

from throughout the 

county filed into the 

courtroom, Louie 

Ellis would ask them 

their name and why 

they were attending. 

It was interesting 

to see people, like 

former Clarksburg 

Mayor Mums Olean 

and former Harrison 

County Sheriff Joe 

Trupo, who have since 

passed away, talking 

into the camera and 

giving their insight on 

the ceremony. 

There were also 

recordings by Mr. 

Ellis of the dedication 

of Robert C. Byrd 

High School. Seeing 

Senator Byrd give 

one of his hour-long 

stemwinders was a 

great memory and one 

that I witnessed on 

numerous occasions. 

It also brought a tear to 

my eye to see my late 

friend, Mayor Jack 

Gorby of Nutter Fort. 

Jack served as co-

chairman with me for 

the bond committee 

that passed one of the 

few school bonds in 

Harrison County in 

recent history. Jack 

was quite a character 

and gave me a lifetime 

of stories to tell about 

being a small-town 

mayor and police 

judge. 

I put a pretty big 

dent in the dozens of 

boxes of memories, 

and I will probably 

get rid of more as 

the years go along. 

I’m planning on 

converting a lot of 

the videotapes into a 

digital format so that 

others can enjoy some 

of these memories in 

years to come. It will 

be a big task but one 

that allows me to see 

a lot of old friends 

and colleagues who 

are no longer with 

us. I’d like to upload 

some of the videos 

to YouTube, so that 

everyone can enjoy 

a little of the history 

of our county and 

some of the people 

who played a role in 

building this Amazing 

place that we love.

Hetherington pursued, 

Harbert said. 

Last week, State 

Police Corporal M.A. 

Bailey said following 

a short investigation, 

he determined 

H e t h e r i n g t o n 

attempted to pass in 

a no-passing zone 

while another vehicle 

was attempting to 

make a left turn onto 

Meadowbrook from 

Rt. 19. The officer did 

turn on his siren and 

flashing lights.

“The cause of the 

wreck was the officer 

went left to center, and 

he t-boned a vehicle as 

it was making a turn,” 

Bailey said. “You can 

pass in a no-passing, 

but you have to use 

due care. If you get in a 

wreck, then everything 

— the liability falls 

back on you.”

In a previous 

interview, Shinnston 

Police Chief Jon 

Harbert answered 

q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t 

t h e  r e a s o n  f o r 

t h e  p u r s u i t 

b u t  r e f e r r e d 

q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t 

t h e  c r a s h  t o  S t a t e 

P o l i c e .  H e  a l s o 

p r e v i o u s l y  s a i d 

n e i t h e r  p a r t y 

w a s  s e r i o u s l y 

i n j u r e d . 

“police wreck” cont. from p. 1
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GRAPEVINE
By Rosalyn Queen

With this Coupon receive 
a FREE Medium Fry with 

any sandwich purchase

Expires 01-21-22
One per customer per visit – not to be used with any other off er, discount 

or within an EVM purchase.  Valid at the Shinnston McDonald’s only.   Cash 

value 1/20 of 1 cent LwC.  Must present this coupon prior to ordering.

Pine Bluff 
News

Pandemic restrictions

Never forgotten

STRENGTHEN YOUR 
COMMUNITY! 

SHOP LOCAL!

FREEDOM. 
TO BE YOU.
If you think oxygen therapy means 
slowing down, it’s time for a welcome 
breath of fresh air.

Introducing the Inogen One family of portable 
oxygen systems.  With no need for bulky 
tanks, each concentrator is designed to keep 
you active via Inogen’s Intelligent Delivery 
Technology.® Hours of quiet and consistent 
oxygen flow on a long-lasting battery charge 
enabling freedom of movement, whether at 
home or on the road. Every Inogen One meets 
FAA requirements for travel ensuring the 
freedom to be you. 

• No heavy oxygen tanks
• Ultra quiet operation
• Lightweight and easy to use
• Safe for car and air travel
• Full range of options and accessories
• FDA approved and clinically validated

Call 1-833-274-3943
for a free consultation 
and info guide.

MKT-P0253

National news has put 

emphasis on the eff ect 

that the pandemic is 

having on the children 

attending school. When 

I think about it, I am 

sure that not attending 

school in the classroom 

does have a negative 

eff ect on the children. It 

certainly takes someone 

smarter than me to 

assess just what eff ect 

it does have on the kids. 

I am so concerned 

because I truly feel 

that this problem has 

become politicized, 

and I truly wonder if 

a satisfactory solution 

can be had. We need a 

solution that will satisfy 

the teachers and the 

parents and yet will be 

the best for the students, 

while keeping in mind 

the health issue for 

everyone.  I truly hope 

that we can solve this 

problem soon.

As I write about this 

it makes me think about 

the senior citizens who 

have been confi ned 

to their homes during 

this epidemic. Being 

a social person, it has 

been very hard for me 

to confi ne myself to my 

home.  

I know that this is 

the right thing to do to 

keep safe. I do believe 

in being vaccinated 

and observing the 

restrictions put upon us, 

but I also know that this 

can also have a negative 

eff ect on senior citizens.  

First of all, we have to 

take in consideration our 

age and the restrictions 

we have to observe 

because of it and then 

we add the restrictions 

because of COVID-19, 

and it makes life a little 

sticky for us.  I do not 

enjoy being closed in 

the house for days at 

a time. I miss going 

to lunch and dinner 

with my friends. Now 

having said that I can 

really be assured of 

what our children are 

experiencing.

But I guess I 

should say that this is 

really a life and death 

situation.  I know that 

many of you as I have 

lost a few of our friends 

and family, so the only 

thing we can do is 

follow the restrictions 

placed upon us and pray 

that this will soon be 

over.

For us seniors, enjoy 

some good television, 

read a few good books, 

catch up with your 

friends by phone and 

get outside by yourself 

and enjoy a little 

exercise. Stay away 

from the snacks as the 

pounds will add on 

quickly. Keep fruits and 

vegetables on hand to 

snack on.

Remember that 

these cold winter months 

are a good time to enjoy 

a nice dish of minestra. 

If you put some of 

that Swiss chard in the 

freezer, now is the time 

to get it out. It is also 

a good time to make 

minestrone or chicken 

wedding soup.  Keep on 

hand some fresh Italian 

bread and eat with a 

nice salad.

Keep safe, stay 

healthy and until next 

week “Now You Have 

Heard It Through The 

Grapevine.”

Through last week and 

New Year’s weekend, I 

spent most of the time 

watching football and 

basketball games. Most 

of the teams I rooted for 

won, for whatever that’s 

worth. 

It’s a shame all 

the networks don’t 

broadcast marching 

bands performing at 

halftime in college 

football games 

anymore. The bands 

add to the ambience 

of college football. 

Instead, they have a 

sports announcer with 

two ex-jocks in a studio 

with telestrators telling 

you what you just saw 

in the fi rst half. 

Also, the same ratio 

of announcers who are 

calling the game act 

like everyone they are 

broadcasting to has 

never seen a football 

game before. We’re 

not imbeciles. Plus, 

they are constantly 

talking. I think their 

contracts stipulate no 

more than two seconds 

of dead airtime while 

broadcasting. Just my 

observations.

I did watch the 

ball drop but didn’t 

get overly excited. I 

welcomed the new year 

in with a Coke and 

a Hostess chocolate 

cupcake. 

Sunday, I was in dire 

need of a break from 

all the games, so in the 

afternoon I met Sister-

in-law Bernadine at 

the Cracker Barrel in 

Fairmont for dinner. 

Their pepper shakers 

are still lacking.

Tuesday, I stopped 

at the Price Cutters in 

town and then ate at 

Denny’s on Bridgeport 

Hill. The food was 

alright, but I couldn’t 

get anything out of the 

salt shaker. I guess I’m 

going to start carrying 

my throw-away shakers 

into restaurants again. 

Also, a couple of 

weeks ago, my old 

friend Larry Fortney 

of Maryland sent me a 

two chambered plastic 

container (about the 

size of a match box) 

to carry condiments in. 

That’s pretty cool.

Larry and his brothers 

Roger and Fred were 

raised in Peora. Roger 

and I hung out together 

back in our youth. We 

used to stage out of 

Rosie’s “Dew Drop 

Inn.” Their cousins Don 

and Jim Forney were 

raised in Wyatt and they 

were some characters 

also. Their fathers Ira 

and Carl were brothers, 

and both worked at 

Williams Mine with my 

Dad. Matter of fact, they 

were all still working at 

the mines when I started 

employment there in 

’72.

For years, Don 

worked for the Bank 

of Shinnston (Now, 

WesBanco). He always 

looked out for the 

people on Bingamon 

Creek and the folks 

here really appreciated 

that. Don would always 

come to every event 

involving food at the 

community building 

and the people would 

crowd around him. 

Here’s a little story: 

Back in ’91, my father-

in-law Junior Godfrey 

died and a few days 

later Don came to my 

mother-in-law’s house 

to have her sign some 

papers. She was in such 

bad shape from cancer 

that she couldn’t write 

her name. Don sat on 

the edge of her bed and 

said, “Mrs. Godfrey, 

you just make an X 

and I’ll take care of it.” 

The family has never 

forgotten his kindness 

and compassion at such 

a time. My mother-in-

law died a few days 

later. Susie’s parents 

died one week apart.

Sadly, in the last 

month, Pine Bluff  

has lost two ‘favorite 

daughters.’ On Dec. 13, 

my sister-in-law Patty 

(Workman) Matheny 

passed away at the 

Stonerise Healthcare 

Nursing Center in 

Bridgeport. Brother 

John passed away back 

on June 19. Neighbor 

Martha (Luke) Martin 

passed away on Dec.15 

at Mon General in 

Morgantown. My heart 

goes out to my nephews 

Jimmy, Bobby, and 

Brent and to Postal, 

Julia, and my little 

buddy Colton. The 

community is still in 

mourning.

Until next time, 

have a great week and 

remember our Veterans.

Ace

Get your FREE Information Kit
Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits 
Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 
about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for 
similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: 
P150TN). Rider kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721

DENTAL Insurance

If you’ve put off dental care, it’s easy to get 
back on track. Call Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company now for inexpensive dental insurance. 
Get help paying for the dental care you need. 

Getting back to the dentist  
couldn’t be easier!

CALL TODAY
1-855-405-3412 

Dental50Plus.com/press

The Alzheimer ’s 

Support Group 

meets at Harrison 

County Senior 

Citizens Center. on 

the second Thursday 

of each month at 10 

a.m. in the HCSCC 

board room. Retired 

social worker, Judy 

Labdik, facilitates 

the group for 

the Alzheimer ’s 

Association.  For 

more information, 

please call 304-623-

6795. 

Alzheimer’s support group 
meets monthly 

Harrison County 
needs poll  workers 

for the Special 

Levy Election on 

Saturday, January 

22, according to 

a news release. 

Volunteers must 

attend official 

training to be 

eligible.  Trainings 

will  be held at  the 

County Parks & 

Recreation Center 

located at  43 

Recreation Drive 

in Clarksburg 

(Rt.  19 South).  If 

interested,  please 

call  304-624-

8614 for more 

information.

Poll workers 
needed
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Harmony Valley
An Independent Living Community for 

Seniors 55+ in a beautiful country setting 
located on Sun Valley Road off  Rt. 50 

West of Clarksburg.  One & Two Bedroom 
Apartments Available.  All Utilities 

Including Cable TV Provided; Major 
Appliances Furnished.

 Call (304) 622-6711 or (304) 677-6800

Harmony Valley
An Independent Living Community for 

Seniors 55+ in a beautiful country setting 
located on Sun Valley Road off  Rt. 50 

West of Clarksburg.  One & Two Bedroom 
Apartments Available.  All Utilities 

Including Cable TV Provided; Major 
Appliances Furnished.

 Call (304) 622-6711 or (304) 677-6800

Harrison County Senior Center
500 W. Main St., Clarksburg WV 26301

(304) 623-6795
Email: director@harrisoncountyseniorcenter.org

Transportation services, Kinley Café, Fitness, 

Exercise, Tai Chi, Healthy Steps, Zumba, Bingo, 

Ceramics, Line Dancing, Puzzles, Books, 

Cards, Games, Travel Club, Alzheimers Group, 

Duplicate Bridge, Senior Nutrition Food Box 

Program, and In-Home Services.

In Home Services now hiring caregivers with 

reliable transportation. Training provided after 

background check.  Call or email for more info. 

Rehabilitation - Skilled 
Nursing - Long Term Care

Caring, committed health care 
professionals dedicated to the care 
of our patients and their families.

From skilled nursing to a full complement 
of rehabilitation services including physical, 
speech, and occupational therapy, we offer 
a wide range of services that enhance the 

quality of life for our patients.

For more information contact us at
Clarksburg Nursing & Rehabilitation Center

2096 Davisson Run Rd., 
Clarksburg, WV 26301

304-624-6500   www.amfmwv.com

The next regularly 

scheduled election for 

the board of directors 

will be held in May 

2022. Senior Center 

members, including 

satellite members, who 

are in good standing 

and have been a 

member for at least 

one year, may run for 

offi  ce. Candidates must 

complete the following:

Complete candidate 

information page and 

required statement (150 

words maximum) or 

why they desire to be 

a board member and 

what they believe they 

will contribute to the 

board. 

Meet with the director 

to have picture taken for 

election fl yers/poster 

of board candidates by 

deadline. 

Submit candidate 

packet to director’s 

offi  ce by 4 p.m. on 

the third Thursday of 

March (March 17).

If you have any 

questions, or want to 

request a candidate 

packet, please contact 

the director at 304-623-

6795. 

The Senior Center 

Board of Directors did 

not meet in December 

2021.  The next hybrid 

i n - p e r s o n / Z o o m 

meeting will be held 

on Jan. 27 at 9:30 a.m. 

in the senior center 

board room.  

Board members:
President, Bill 

O’Field; Vice 

President, Ryan 

Kennedy; Secretary, 

Donna Stuart; 

Treasurer, Donald 

Burton; Janet Dotson; 

Franklin Hairston; 

Sharon Hamilton; 

Will Hyman; Harley 

Jeffries; Sandra 

Mossor; Bill Phillips; 

Susan Thomas; and 

Betty Waddy.

Harrison County 

Senior Citizens 

Center Membership 

cards have been 

available since Oct. 

1, 2021. The new 

cards are permanent 

membership cards.  

Members with a 

satellite affiliation, 

please contact your 

satellite president 

to obtain your card. 

Members without a 

satellite affiliation, 

please contact the 

center to request 
printing of your 
card and advise 

us when you will 

come to the center 

to pay your $10 dues 

and pick up your 

card. Dues will be 

collected yearly to 

maintain a valid 

card. Members uses 

the bar code on the 

back of the card to 

scan in at the center ’s 

front desk and sign 

in for activities and 

meals. This contact 

free check-in is 

helping keep our 

members safe during 

the pandemic.  Notice:  Harrison County Senior Citizens Center will be closed on Jan. 17 in observance of Martin 

Luther King Jr. Day.  

Board election 
scheduled for May

Board meeting 
scheduled for January  Senior center donates

 to reading programs 

Harrison County Senior Citizens Center Book Club met at the FOP Restaurant 
on Dec. 15, 2021, for open read book discussions, lunch, and a check presentation to 
Patrons of the Park to purchase books for Harrison County Parks and Recreation 
reading programs. Pictured, from left to right: Donna Stuart, Parks and Recreation 
enrichment coordinator and Mike Book, Parks and Recreation director, receive the 
check from Bill O’Field, book club facilitator and senior center board president.

HCSCC Book Club holds fundraisers throughout the year and uses the proceeds 
for various community projects. HCSCC book club members have read books online 
and in person for HCP&R reading programs. Courtesy photo. 

Member wins raffl e basket

On Dec. 20, 2021, Member Sue Marks won the Walk to End Alzheimer’s December 2021 raffl  e 
basket worth over $130. In addition to two restaurant gift cards, the basket contained over 15 
donated Italian-heritage themed items.   HCSCC Walk team proceeds from the basket raffl  e were 
$500. Raffl  es for 2022 team proceeds are currently in the planning stages. Courtesy photo.

New membership 
cards available

A sample of the front and back of the new 
cards is shown.  
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The Bottom Line
By Bill Nestor
Sports Editor

SPORTS • • SPORTS

Impressive basketball wins to start the new year

It’s that time 
once again to 
acknowledge the 
eff orts of Harrison 
County’s student 
athletes. Each week a 
panel will take a look 
at the information 
collected to make the 
best choices possible. 
They will review the 
performances of the 
athletes from the six 
schools (Bridgeport, 
Liberty, Lincoln, 
Notre Dame, Robert 
C. Byrd, and South 
Harrison) in our 
county. 

The Shinnston 
News and Harrison 
County Journal’s 
Athlete of the Week 
award is an avenue 
to promote the youth 
of our county, while 
bringing attention 
to their athletic 
accomplishments. 

Last week’s 

winners of the 

Shinnston News and 

Harrison County 

Journal Athletes of 

the Week award are 

Bridgeport’s Gabby 

Reep and South 

Harrison’s Austin 

Peck.

Indian basketball 

player Gabby Reep 

led her team to a big 

win over Liberty 

this past Tuesday. 

Reep outscored the 

Mountaineers by 

herself in the second 

half of the season. 

Reep scored a game-

high 33 points and 

collected six steals in 

the victory.

Hawk hoopster 

Austin Peck helped 

his squad stay 

unbeaten with a 

win over Frankfort 

this past Saturday. 

Peck hit for 19 

points including 

a game-high fi ve 

three-pointers in 

the victory over 

the Falcons. Peck 

also dished out four 

assists and grabbed 

four rebounds to push 

South Harrison’s 

record to 6-0.

Congratulations 

to Gabby Reep and 

Austin Peck for being 

named the Shinnston 

News and Harrison 

County Journal 

Athletes of the Week.

Several girls’ 

basketball teams 

garnered key wins to 

start the calendar year. 

As we approach the 

midway point, teams are 

looking for momentum 

and wins coming out 

of the holidays. This 

past week Lincoln, 

Bridgeport, Robert 

C. Byrd, and South 

Harrison all picked up 

victories.

The Cougars earned 

their third win of the 

season with a 45-38 

triumph over Elkins. 

It’s not how you start; 

it’s how you fi nish that 

matters the most in the 

game of basketball. 

Lincoln scored 19 

points in the fi rst three 

quarters of play and 

found themselves tied 

with the Tigers heading 

into the fi nal period. 

A 26-point outburst 

was the separator that 

gave veteran mentor 

Rob Hawkins the win 

in Shinnston. Ashlyn 

Riley recorded a 

double-double (13 

points and 10 rebounds) 

to pace the Cougars. 

Megan Tucker and 

Peyton Riley also made 

hefty contributions for 

Lincoln. Tucker scored 

12 points and pulled 

down seven caroms 

while Riley chipped in 

with nine points and 

six boards. Hawkins 

and company have a 

busy three days hosting 

Philip Barbour tonight 

(Jan. 13), travelling to 

Weir tomorrow, and 

staying on the road 

Saturday locking up 

with Ripley.

The Indians garnered 

a win over crosstown 

rival, Liberty. The 

tribe shook off  a slow 

start to the season (1-5 

heading into the tilt 

with the Mountaineers) 

and collected the early 

season signature win, 

54-44. Bridgepoint’s 

Gabby Reep scored an 

impressive 33 points 

to go with six steals to 

lead the charge. Allison 

Bender netted 14 

points and snared fi ve 

rebounds for the tribe.

Hailey Haines led 

Liberty. Haines, last 

week’s Shinnston News 

and Harrison County 

Journal’s Athlete of 

the Week, collected a 

double-double. Haines 

scored 12 points and 

collected 11 rebounds. 

Riley Pearlman netted 

15 points on the night.

The Indians start a 

three-game road trip 

this evening going to 

North Marion. The 

Mountaineers are back 

in action on Jan. 17 

when they head to Notre 

Dame.

The Flying Eagles 

edged East Fairmont 

58-57 in a game of top 

10 teams in Class AAA. 

Robert C. Byrd went 

into the matchup #9 

and one spot behind the 

Bees. Avery Childers 

hit for 11 fi rst-quarter 

points en route to a 

game-high 28 to help 

the Flying Eagles to 

the road win. Childers 

also hauled down a 

game-best 12 rebounds. 

Carleigh Curotz 

provided 10 points and 

four caroms in the aff air. 

Robert C. Byrd heads 

to Elkins this evening, 

then has a break before 

hitting the hardwood, 

hosting North Marion 

on the 18th.

The Hawks collected 

their fi fth victory of 

the season with a 

46-32 drubbing of 

Clay County. South 

Harrison clamped down 

defensively holding 

Clay to single digits in 

all four periods. Reagen 

Rutter and Hope Woods 

paced the Hawks. Rutter 

led all scorers with 16 

while Woods chipped 

in with 13. The Hawks 

hit the road tonight 

travelling to Roan 

County.

West Virginia’s 

record improved with 

a 71-68 come-from-

behind win over Kansas 

State. Legendary head 

coach Bob Huggins 

provided words of 

encouragement at the 

halftime break which 

helped erase a 13-point 

defi cit. It was the fi rst 

win of the New Year 

for the Mountaineers. 

A trio of players, Sean 

McNeil (26 points), Taz 

Sherman (14 points), 

and Kedrian Johnson 

(11 points) propelled 

WVU to their fi rst Big 

12 victory.

That will do it for 

now. Until next week … 

take care and God bless!

Shinnson Little League 
registration begins

By Erin Beck
Editor

Children ages 4-16 may now sign up for 

Shinnston Little League. The league is also seeking 

volunteer coaches, assistants and umpires. 

According to Shinnston Little League President 

Derek McIntyre, the league will follow the same 

format as prior years. Teams will not only play 

Shinnston teams in each age division, but also 

teams from Bridgeport, Clarksburg and Fairmont, 

and possibly some from Taylor County. 

“It takes the whole community to make our 

league successful, and remember,  in the end, it is 

all for the kids,” McIntyre said.

All divisons are made as equal as possible, based 

on skill and roster.

“The best thing about Little League baseball, it 

builds teamwork,” McIntyre said. “It gives the kids 

an opportunity to stay active, make new friends, 

and have fun!” 

Age divisions include: 

Tee Ball (Ages 4,5,6)

Minor C-Ball (Ages 6,7,8) - Machine Pitch

Minor Player Pitch (Ages 8,9,10)

Major Division (Ages 10,11,12)

Intermediate Division (Ages 11,12,13) 

Junior / Senior Divisions (Ages 13, 14, 15, 16)

McIntyre said participating in Little League can 

be rewarding at any age. “A lifetime of memories 

are made each year at our little park in Shinnston. 

When a kid makes their fi rst play in the fi eld, or 

gets that fi rst successful hit, it’s the best feeling in 

the world!” he said.

Online signups are available now at http://

shinnstonlittleleague.com and will be open through 

the next weekend in February. In-person signups 

will be available later this month and into February, 

with specifi c dates for locations to be determined. 

More information will be announced online and 

through the league’s Facebook page, Shinnston 

Little League.

The cost is $70 per child; family discounts are 

off ered for in-person registrations, according to the 

website.

“opinion” cont. from p. 2

After all, as a voter, 

you are the boss and you 

pay them for their work 

($20,000, plus a per 

diem pay of $131 each 

day of session).

The West Virginia 

Legislature website is not 

the most user-friendly for 

people who want to keep 

up on what lawmakers do 

every day, but I’ll try to 

off er some help: 

First go to www.

wvlegislature.gov. Then 

click on House or Senate, 

then Committees. Search 

through what each 

legislative committee 

has on their next agenda. 

(The process is not user-

friendly, because they 

change these agendas 

frequently.) You can listen 

to those meetings by going 

to wvlegislature.gov and 

clicking on Streaming 

Video and Audio in the 

lower left-hand corner. 

Those who want to 

keep up can also follow 

reporters they read and 

respect on Twitter for 

live updates from the 

Legislature. 

I think sometimes 

people hear “politics” and 

think about the hot-button 

issues like immigration 

taking up airspace in 

national media. I think 

even West Virginia 

politicians seem to think 

sometimes their job is 

to watch those stories, 

tick themselves off  and 

convince themselves that 

there ought to be a law 

about it.

We forget that West 

Virginia politicians are 

supposed to be working 

on problems specifi c to 

West Virginians. 

You also can and 

should be telling your 

representatives about 

problems in the state that 

they need to be thinking 

about and how to fi x 

them. 

We all know what our 

problems are: population 

loss, poverty, poor health, 

the foster care crisis, the 

overdose crisis. If they 

try to talk to you about 

critical race theory, you 

can change the subject and 

ask them about the mental 

health crisis instead. 

You can read about 

what other states are 

doing and come to them 

with ideas. You can call 

them out when they make 

promises they don’t keep. 

When they say a proposed 

bill or solution will work, 

you can ask them how 

they know that. If they 

defl ect, you can ask them 

again.

When they tell you 

there is no money for 

rural healthcare or child 

protective services 

workers or rural water 

service, you can ask them 

why there is enough 

money to give multiple 

tax breaks yearly to big 

business and industry.

Before I started paying 

attention to the state 

Legislature for work, 

like many people, I got 

swept up by the drama 

of presidential races and 

Congressional coverage in 

national media. Through 

covering local and state 

government, I’ve learned 

regular citizens can make 

a much bigger diff erence 

when they take an interest 

in smaller lawmaking 

bodies. 

Yes, you can call, 

email and write letters to 

members of Congress. 

You can sometimes meet 

with their representatives. 

But Senator Joe 

Manchin got about 

290,000 votes in his last 

election. In 2020, Harrison 

County Delegate Ben 

Queen led the slate with 

16,245 votes, according 

to WBOY.

I won’t pretend to 

understand the rationale 

behind every policy 

decision a lawmaker 

makes. But I can tell you 

that if a lawmaker looks 

at each constituent call or 

email as a potential vote 

for or against them, it 

makes a bigger diff erence 

if you make up 1/16,000 

of their votes than if you 

make up 1/290,000 of 

their potential votes. 

I won’t pretend I haven’t 

watched lawmakers make 

lots of decisions that 

don’t seem to be based 

on feedback from West 

Virginians.

I don’t think average 

West Virginians were 

begging for charter 

schools, which mostly 

locate in more populated 

areas. And oftentimes, 

they put forth boilerplate 

legislation they received 

from national advocacy 

groups working to pass 

bills in every state. 

However, I’ve also seen 

those bills evolve once 

West Virginia lawmakers 

got their hands on 

them. And I’ve also seen 

lawmakers appear to 

listen to public opinion. 

West Virginia took 

longer than any other 

state to implement its 

medical marijuana 

program, according to 

the Washington Post, 

following passage of a 

law making way for the 

program in 2017. The fi rst 

dispensary opened two 

months ago.

But West Virginia 

lawmakers likely 

wouldn’t have passed 

that law in the fi rst place 

without the onslaught of 

annoying calls, emails 

and in-person requests 

they received from 

constituents. 

Speaking of drug-

related legislation, 

in addition to telling 

lawmakers about what 

they should be working 

on, you can also tell them 

about ideas you don’t like. 

Substance use is 

common in Harrison 

County and elsewhere. 

So, for example, you 

could also tell your 

lawmakers that instead 

of voting for harsher 

penalties, we could be 

focused on addiction 

treatment, prevention and 

stigma reduction.

Here’s contact 

information for Harrison 

County representatives 

(The phone numbers are 

those they’ve provided 

legislative staff ).

Delegate Danny 
Hamrick:

d a n n y. h a m r i c k @

wvhouse.gov

Capitol Phone: (304) 

340-3141

District Phone: (304) 

250-9848

Delegate Ben Queen: 
ben.queen@wvhouse.

gov

Capitol Phone: (304) 

340-3171

District Phone: (304) 

709-2013

Delegate Laura 
Kimball: 

l a u r a . k i m b l e @

wvhouse.gov

Capitol Phone: (304) 

340-3102

Delegate Clay Riley:

clay.riley@wvhouse.

gov

Capitol Phone: (304) 

340-3144

District Phone: (304) 

844-5679

Senator Patrick 
Martin:

p a t r i c k . m a r t i n @

wvsenate.gov

Capitol Phone: (304) 

357-7845

Senator Mike 
Romano:

m i k e . r o m a n o @

wvsenate.gov

Capitol Phone: (304) 

357-7904

District Phone: (304) 

624-1100
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Adam T. Perine - LIC
Patrick A. Kovalck - Licensed Director

Dorsey  Funeral Home
LOUIE MALE,

Owner/Licensee-In Charge 
701 South Pike Street, Shinnston, WV 26431

Offi  ce: 304-592-2500~Fax: 304-592-2571

OBITUARIES • • OBITUARIES

Harmer Funeral Home
  Shinnston, WV · 592-2500

  www.harmerfuneralhome.com
Jay D. Harmer, LIC, 

Jacob A. Harmer, Licensed Funeral Director

Hubert Harold 
“Brother” Harrison

Hubert Harold 

Harrison, Jr ,79, of 

Shinnston passed away 

Saturday December 

25, 2021 at United 

Hospital Center. He 

was born November 

15, 1942 at the family 

home on Saltwell, a 

son of the late Hubert 

Harold Harrison and 

Minnie Alice Smith 

Harrison.

Many knew him 

by his nickname 

“Brother”. He loved 

to fish. When he was 

younger, he fished, 

hunted and trapped. 

Hubert was an active 

member of the NRA. 

He loved his many 

hunting dogs over the 

years. He attended 

Covenant Church 

in Fairmont. As a 

machinist and welder, 

Hubert spent most of 

his working life at 

Quality Hydraulics, 

C o m m e r c i a l 

Hydraulics, Sun 

Hydraulics, as well as 

Baker Mine Service 

until health issues 

forced his retirement.

Hubert is survived 

by his children: 

D o n n a ( J i m m y ) 

Chandler of Fairmont; 

Jamie(Lisa)Harrison 

of Idamay; Julie (Scott)

Oldaker of Shinnston; 

Hilary (Jeff) Wiseman 

of Indiana; Michael 

(Angela) Harrison of 

Shinnston; and Sarah 

Silski of Netherlands; 

Marc (Kristi)Elliott 

of Clarksburg; and 

Sierra (Nick) Moreno 

of Fairmont. His 

grandchildren: Crystal 

(Alex) Harclerode; 

Jeffrey Nixon; Myla 

Milano; Daniel 

Harrison; Kelly 

Nicholson; Richard 

Willis; Craig (Jessica) 

Willis; Carrissa 

Wiseman; Timothy 

(Sabrina) Wiseman; 

Mallory (Trevor ) 

Torgenson; Chaela 

Harrison; Zachariah 

Harrison; Stephanie 

Minor; and Kaitlyn, 

Brandon ,Emma, and 

Gracie Elliott; his 

great-grandchildren: 

Urijah and Sawyer 

Sabala; Cryus Willis; 

Rowan Wiseman; and 

Braxton Torgerson; 

along with step-great-

grandchildren. As 

well as his siblings: 

JoAnn Harley; Sara 

(Clarence) Watkins; 

Betty Hustead; George 

(Debbie)Harrison; and 

several nieces and 

nephews and great-

nieces and great-

nephews.

In addition to his 

parents, Hubert was 

also preceded in death 

by his wife of 46 

years, Rachel Marie 

Goff Harrison, and 

his brother Austin 

Harrison.

A graveside funeral 

service was held at 

2:00pm, Wednesday, 

January 5, 2022 at 

Shinnston Memorial 

Cemetery. A memorial 

dinner with family 

and friends at 

Rushing Wind Biker 

Church in Spelter 

immediately followed 

the graveside service. 

Online memories 

and condolences can 

be shared at www.

perinefunerals .com. 

The Perine Funeral 

Home is honored to 

serve the Harrison 

family.

Robert Lee Swiger

Robert Lee “Bob” 

Swiger, 75, of 

Lumberport, passed 

away on Monday, 

December 27, 2021 

at his residence. He 

was born in Wallace, 

March 5, 1946, a son 

of the late Rev. Stanley 

E. and Esther Mae 

(Hayhurst) Swiger.

Surviving are his 

wife, Charleen June 

(Sutton) Swiger, 

whom he married, 

June 20, 1970; They 

have two daughters, 

Bobette Dawn Saucer 

of Clarksburg, and 

Amy Jo Swiger of 

Shinnston. Also 

surviving are three 

grandchildren: John 

Thomas “J.T.” Saucer, 

Jr. and his wife Katie 

Lee (Lehosit) Saucer, 

Morgantown, Leah 

Dawn Skinner of 

Kincheloe, and Ava 

Marie Skinner of 

Shinnston. He has 

one surviving brother, 

Billy Lynn Swiger, 

and his wife Vickie 

Jean Swiger, Oakdale; 

and a close friend 

Randy Swiger and 

family of Lumberport. 

And several nieces and 

nephews.

Bob was preceded in 

death by two brothers, 

Stanley E. Swiger, Jr. 

(in infancy) and Darrell 

Eugene Swiger.

Bob was a veteran, 

having served with 

the United States 

Army during the 

Vietnam era. He was 

retired with 29 years 

of service from the 

Louis A. Johnson VA 

Medical Center where 

he worked in dietetic 

services. Over the 

years, Bob ran his own 

photography business, 

where he specialized in 

ball team and wedding 

photography. He 

had previously been 

employed by Osbourne 

Machine Company in 

Glen Elk and Transue 

and Williams Steel and 

Forging in Alliance, 

Ohio. Bob was a 

traveling photographer 

for David’s Studio 

where he took baby 

photos. Bob was 

Mason since 1976. He 

was a current proud 

active member of St. 

John’s Lodge #24 A.F. 

& A.M. where he was 

a 32nd Scottish Rite 

degree Mason and 

served as Tiler for 

over 20 years. He had 

the honor of visiting 

over 120 masonic 

lodges throughout 

West Virginia. He 

was a member of 

the Lumberport 

Baptist Church and 

frequently attended 

Reynoldsville Baptist 

church. Bob’s favorite 

pastime was meeting 

with his buddies for 

his morning coffee 

at McDonalds in 

Shinnston, gathering 

with his lodge 

brothers, and spending 

time with his family.

The family received 

friends at the Perine 

Funeral Home, where 

funeral service was 

held with Pastors 

Tim Sandy and Keith 

Swiger. Interment 

will be in the WV 

National Cemetery in 

Pruntytown, where 

military and masonic 

graveside rites will be 

accorded. Condolences 

may be extended to 

the family at www.

perinefunerals .com. 

The Perine Funeral 

Home is honored 

to serve the Swiger 

family.

Connie Dian Saville

Connie Dian Saville, 

68, of Hepzibah, 

passed away at 11:10 

am, Friday, December 

31, 2021 at the United 

Hospital Center in 

Bridgeport. She was 

born in Flemington, 

September 11, 1953, 

the daughter of the 

late Edith Lipscomb 

Moats.

On June 28, 1976, she 

married Steven Allen 

Saville who preceded 

her in death on June 

26, 2017. Surviving 

are one son, Steven 

Matthew Saville and 

his companion Ashley 

Seamone, Hepzibah; 

two grandchildren, 

Isaac Matthew Saville 

and Harley McKenzie 

Saville; two sisters, 

Evelyn Kelly, Linda 

Swiger and one 

brother, Freddie 

Lipscomb.

Dian was a 

homemaker. She 

enjoyed working in 

her flower garden 

and taking care of 

her grandchildren. 

She loved animals, 

especially horses and 

cats.

The family received 

friends at the Perine 

Funeral Home, 1348 

S. Pike St., Shinnston, 

from 11 am until 

the funeral service 

at 1 pm, Tuesday, 

January 4. Cremation 

followed the service. 

Condolences may 

be extended to the 

family at www.

perinefunerals .com. 

The Perine Funeral 

Home is honored 

to serve the Saville 

family.

Bridget McCarroll 
(McArthur) Ice

Bridget McCarroll 

(McArthur) Ice, 74, of 

Shinnston, WV passed 

away on Friday, 

December 31, 2021 

at United Hospital 

Center.  She was 

born June 17, 1947 in 

Greenock, Scotland, 

the daughter of the late 

William McArthur and 

Isabella (McCarroll) 

McArthur.

Bridget enjoyed 

family time and to 

crochet, knit, and 

read. She had been 

a seamstress for 

Clarksburg Casket 

Company.

Bridget is survived 

by one daughter, 

Pamela V. Ice of 

Enterprise, four sons; 

Stephen A. Ice and 

wife Rebecca of 

Lumberport, Daniel G. 

Ice of Philippi, Brian D. 

Ice and wife Kimberly 

of Buckhannon, 

and William A. Ice 

and wife Laura of 

Danville, VA, ten 

grandchildren; Jessica 

Moore and husband 

Andrew, Justin Ice and 

wife Ashely, Andrew 

Wilson, Nathaniel 

Nicholson, Donovan 

Ice, Brian Ice, Haley 

Ice, Kiera Ice and 

Presley Ice, seven 

great grandchildren; 

David L. Gregory, 

Emory Nicholson, 

Aaliyah Nicholson, 

Kinsley Nicholson, 

Rownan Moore, 

Emmett Moore and 

Kenzlie Ice; a special 

nephew, William 

McArthur and wife 

Fiona, one brother, 

Samuel McArthur 

and wife Kathleen of 

Greenock, Scotland, 

as well as many others.

In addition to her 

parents, Bridget was 

preceded in death by 

two brothers, William 

McArthur and Daniel 

McArthur and one 

grandson, David L. 

Wilson.

A Mass of Christian 

Burial was celebrated 

by Father Chris 

Turner as Celebrant 

on Wednesday, January 

5, 2022 at 11:00 am 

at St. Ann Catholic 

Church, 610 Pike 

St., Shinnston, WV.  

Interment followed 

at Enterprise IOOF 

Cemetery.                                                     

Dorsey Funeral 

Home is honored 

to be handling the 

arrangements for the 

Ice family.

The old Salvation Army Band bus in Clarksburg. Photo submitted by Bobby 
Bice.

Submitted by 
Kathleen Panek, 
City Clerk

June 7, 2022 is set 

as Election Day for 

the Ward Council 

Members in the City 

of Shinnston.

PLEASE NOTE: 

There has been a 

change in ward 

boundaries.

WARD 1 – East 

Shinnston is now the 

north side of Clement 

Street to City Limits.

WARD 2 – 

Downtown is now the 

south side of Clement 

Street to Shinns Run.

WARD 3 – Pleasant 

Hill is south of Shinns 

Run to City Limits.

WARD 4 – West 

Side of West Fork 

River in Shinnston 

City Limits.

The following 

are the candidate 

e l i g i b i l i t y 

requirement. The 

candidate must be a 

resident of the ward.

Unless a charter 

states otherwise, 

municipal candidates 

must be a minimum 

of 18 years of age, 

be a resident of 

the municipality 

and not be under 

conviction of a felony 

or have any other 

disqualification. 

The eligibility 

requirements are 

generally applied 

as of the day of 

the election. For 

example, a person 

who is 17 years old at 

the time of filing, but 

who will be 18 by the 

date of the general 

election, may be a 

candidate for office. 

Regarding residency, 

a candidate is usually 

required to state his or 

her residence address 

under oath on the 

candidate’s certificate 

of announcement. 

Consequently, the 

intention to establish 

residence by Election 

Day might not be 

sufficient for a non-

resident to be placed 

on the ballot because 

there is no certainty 

that person will 

become an actual 

resident. Accordingly, 

candidate eligibility 

could be challenged 

and criminal penalties 

could be imposed if 

the candidate falsified 

the certificate of 

announcement (W. 

Va. Code § 3-5-7).

Packets to file for 

the June 7, 2022 

Municipal Election 

may be obtained at 

City Hall at 40 Main 

Street, Shinnston 

from Jan. 10 thru Jan. 

28, 2022 and returned 

to City Hall with 

a $10 filing fee in 

person or by mail and 

must be postmarked 

by midnight Jan. 20, 

2022.

C andidate fi  lings begin
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CAREER
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING!  Become a Medical Of-
fice Professional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work in 
months!  Call 877-635-0244. The Mis-
sion, Program Information and Tuition 
is located at CareerTechnical.edu/con-
sumer-information.  (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

HEALTH/MEDICAL
LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING, 
memory care, or independent living? A 
Place for Mom simplifies the process of 
finding senior living at no cost to your 
family. Call 1-888-918-8270  today!

STROKE AND CARDIOVASCULAR 
DISEASE are leading causes of death, 
according to the American Heart 
Association. Screenings can provide 
peace of mind or early detection! Contact 
Life Line Screening to schedule your 
screening. Special offer - 5 screenings 
for just $149. Call 1-855-915-3562

DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943’

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
Life Insurance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses.Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

APPLYING FOR SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY or Appealing a Denied 
Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our 
case managers simplify the process & 
work hard to help with your case.  Call 

1-844-448-0317 FREE Consultation. 
Local Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Bro-
ward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

INTERNET/TV
4G LTE HOME INTERNET Now Avail-
able!  Get GotW3 with lightning fast 
speeds plus take your service with you 
when you travel!  As low as $109.99/
mo! 833-586-1598

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month 
w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 TB of data 
per month. Get More For Your High-
Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to 
bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc restric-
tions apply. Call us today 1-844-358-
7158.

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-De-
mand On All Your Favorite Screens. 
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus tax-
es for 12months. Premium Channels 
at No Charge for One Year! Anytime, 
anywhere. Some restrictions apply. W/ 
24-mo. agmt TV price higher in 2nd 
year. Regional Sports Fee up to $8.49/
mo. is extra & applies. Call IVS 1-855-
656-0296

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 12 
months with CHOICE Package. 
Watch your favorite live sports, news 
& entertainment anywhere. One 
year of HBO Max FREE. Directv 
is #1 in Customer Satisfaction (JD 
Power & Assoc.) Call for more 
details! (some restrictions apply) Call 
1-844-373-2749DIRECTV NOW. 
No Satellite Needed. $40/month. 65  
Channels. Stream Breaking News, Live 
Events, Sports & On Demand Titles. 
No Annual Contract. No Commitment. 
CALL 1-855-767-6026

DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite Needed. 
$40/month. 65  Channels. Stream 
Breaking News, Live Events, Sports & 
On Demand Titles. No Annual Contract. 
No Commitment. CALL 1-855-767-6026

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 Chan-
nels! Blazing Fast Internet, $19.99/
mo. (where available.) Switch & Get 
a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE 
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-736-4350

EARTHLINK HIGH SPEED INTER-
NET. As Low As $49.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed Fi-

ber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-866-305-7264

HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTER-
NET - 25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! 
Get More Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Standard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, Call 1-877-
567-2866

 MISCELLANEOUS
$10K+ IN DEBT? Be debt free in 24-48 
months. Pay a fraction of your debt. Call 
National Debt Relief  877-755-1089

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call today 
for a FREE QUOTE from America’s 
Most Trusted Interstate Movers. Let us 
take the stress out of moving!  Speak 
to a Relocation Specialist, call 888-902-
2365

THINKING ABOUT INSTALLING A 
NEW SHOWER? American Standard 
makes it easy. FREE design consul-
tation. Enjoy your shower again! Call 
1-833-385-1415 today to see how you 
can save $1,000 on installation, or visit 
www.newshowerdeal.com/wvps

HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE, 
Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 Penn-
sylvania Ave., Charleston, WV. Call 
(304) 541-9139 for an appointment.  

THE GENERAC PWRCELL, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installation ser-
vices available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no obligation, 
quote today. Call 1-833-310-1895

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. We 
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance Pub-
lishing-Trusted by Authors Since 1920. 
Book manuscript submissions currently 
being reviewed. Comprehensive Ser-
vices: Consultation, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution Call for Your Free 
Author`s Guide 1-833-675-6435 or visit 
dorranceinfo.com/WV

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-844-295-2840

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today any of three easy ways:

Call classifieds at this Newspaper
 

Or WVPA at 1-800-235-6881 or Visit www.wvpress.org

Guaranteed, modified whole life coverage from Physicians  
Life Insurance Company that’s affordable and easy to get.

Final Expenses

Call for a FREE Information Kit.

1-888-217-5559
www.life55plus.info/wv

• Guaranteed acceptance for ages 45 to 85*
• No medical exam! No health questions!
• Lock in your rate for life

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. Benefits reduced first two years. 
Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN).6238

Bill Gordon & Associates, a nationwide practice, represents clients before the Social Security Administration.  Member of the TX & NM Bar Associations. Mail: 1420 N W St Washington D.C.   Office: Broward County, FL.  Services may be provided by associated attorneys licensed in other states. 
Bill Gordon & Associates, a nationwide practice, represents clients before the Social Security Administration.  Member of the TX & NM Bar 
Associations.  Mail:  1420 NW St Washington D.C. Office: Broward County Florida.  Services may be provided by associated attorneys licensed in 
other states.

855-239-0257

Steady monthly income
depending on your 
paid in amount

A lump sum payment 
of benefits owed 
from back-pay

Annual cost of 
living increases

$

Need Help Getting 
Social Security Disability Benefits?

We Can Help!

• We simplify the process & strive for
   quick claim approval

• Starting the process is easy and takes
   only minutes to complete

Helping thousands get the benefits they deserve

Submitted by Holly 
Hawkins, Assistant 
Principal/Athletic 
Director

Skylee Danielle 
McCarthy is the 
daughter of Sarah 
Lucas and the 
granddaughter of Oma 
and Chuck Lucas. 

Skylee has, 
i m p r e s s i v e l y , 
maintained a 4.0 grade 
point average all 
throughout her years 

of schooling, and is 
in the top 25% of her 
class. She has received 
Top Scholar in various 
classes every year 
and was inducted into 
the National Honor 
Society her junior 
year.

Skylee participated 
in track her freshman 
year where she lettered 
and qualified for 
states. She is also very 
active within groups 
and organizations in 
school. In addition to 

the honor society, she 
is a member of the 
Drug Free Club, Key 
Club, and Spanish 
Club. She is also 
very active within 
Centerbranch Church.  

Skylee has plans to 
attend West Virginia 
University in the fall 
to pursue a degree in 
dental hygiene.    

Franko Kovar is the 
son of Frank Kovar 
of Shinnston and 

Rachelle Sammon 
of Enterprise. He 
is the grandson of 
Frank and Kelley 
Kovar of Shinnston as 
well as Michael and 
Elizabeth Livingston 
of Enterprise.  

He has maintained 
perfect honor roll and 
a 4.0 GPA or higher 
throughout his high 
school career—all 
while taking honors, 
AP, and dual credit 
courses to aid in 
his future college 

endeavors.  
Franko is a member 

of the track team 
along with a variety 
of extracurricular 
activities at Lincoln. 
He is historian of 
the GSA club and a 
member of the Key 
Club, DECA/FBLA, 
and National Honor 
Society.  

Outside of 
academics, Franko 
enjoys reading, 
playing piano and 
guitar, spending time 

with his friends and 
family, and (most 
notably) art. He 
has earned multiple 
awards through the 
Youth Art program 
and has designed 
many shirts and other 
works in and outside 
of Lincoln.  

 As of now, his major 
remains undecided, 
but he plans to 
attend West Virginia 
University next fall 
with an interest in the 
medical field.  

Skylee Danielle McCarthy. Courtesy photo.

Lincoln High School names 
November students of the month

Franko Kovar. Courtesy photo.

The West Virginia 
Division of Highways, 
in a news release, advises 
motorists of corrections 
to the closure of Corbin 
Branch Road/ County 
Route 73/6 at mile post 

DOT: Corbin Branch Road  
to close for three months

1.11
from Jan. 10 through 

March 31, weekdays 
from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
The road will be closed 
for slide correction. 
No vehicles will be 

permitted through 
the jobsite. Alternate 
Routes:  CR 6, 
Middleville Road, and 
CR 1/6, Smith Road; 
both are Taylor County 
routes.

BE ACTIVE!




