
By Maralisa Marra

John Marchio, a Shinnston native 
and lifelong resident, has been an 
active member in his community 
his whole life. From administrating 
Lincoln High School alongside 
former Principal Jerry Toth to being 
an active member of the Shinnston 
Park Board to raising a family that 
is equally devoted to giving back to 
their community, Marchio has made 
his mark on the city for the better.

Marchio and Toth worked together 
at Lincoln High School for nearly 20 

years. Toth said he thinks highly of 
Marchio and the service he has done 
for the Shinnston community.

With Toth as the principal and 
Marchio as the assistant principal, 
they were a dynamic duo during 
Lincoln High’s beginning years 
up until they both retired. “He 
helped with all the activities…and 
he performed his duties very well. 
He was a very loyal employee. He 
always had the interest of the kids at 
heart, and he supported me greatly, 
and I supported him,” Toth said.

By Maralisa Marra

Lincoln High School’s Key Club 
hosted their Special Olympics for high 
school and middle school students 
with disabilities on Friday, May 13 at 
Stydahar Field in Shinnston.

Savannah Jones, president of the 
Key Club, said they had been unable 
to hold the Special Olympics for two 
years because of COVID-19.

Jones also said they are hoping 
to involve the whole county in the 
following years but used this year’s 
event as a trial run for students from 

Lincoln High and Lincoln Middle.
This trial run appeared to be a 

success because each contestant 
smiled from ear to ear and the entire 
field was roaring with laughter and 
excitement.

Key Club advisors Mrs. Rebecca 
Jones, Ms. Mary Matheny, and Mrs. 
Maria Osbourn assisted the student 
Key Club members in the planning of 
the Special Olympics. Events included 
frisbee throw, long jump, football 
throw, egg spoon race, football kick, 
watermelon seed spitting, sack race, 

Ashley Dytzel: Ward 2 
Candidate

By Maralisa Marra

Ashley Dytzel from Ward 2 is 
running to represent downtown 
Shinnston in the City Council 
election on June 7. Dytzel said 
her main overall focus would be 
attracting family-oriented businesses 
in the city. She said, “I have a small 
family and I just want a young, fresh 
perspective and a mom perspective 
to make some changes…My focus is 
on the family.”

Dytzel said she wants to fill the 
streets of Shinnston with people 
again. She said the city has a lot of 
empty places, and she wants to see a 
roller-skating rink and a free splash 
pad for kids, accessible for children 
with disabilities. She hopes for the 
splash pad to be city owned, and to 
pay for it, she wants to raise money 
through various fundraisers with 
a combination of potential grant 

Amanda Sayers: Ward 2 
Candidate

By Maralisa Marra

Amanda Sayers, who owns Home 
Style LLC downtown, moved to 
Shinnston during her high school 
years and has been a resident ever 
since. She is a candidate in the 
June 7 municipal election and seeks 
to represent Ward 2, downtown 
Shinnston. Among other proposals, 
Sayers proposed a way to beautify the 
city by working with West Virginia 
University on demolishing and 
renovating dilapidated structures, 
and she pointed to her existing work 
in this area.

“I always say you can’t complain 
about things unless you’re willing to 
help,” she said, “I’m always willing 
to help, and I feel like this is just one 
more way that I can help, and I want 
my kids to grow up in the best place 
possible.” She met her husband in 
Shinnston, and they decided to settle 

Patrick Kovalck: Ward 3 
Candidate

By Maralisa Marra

Mayor Patrick Kovalck, seeks to 
represent Ward 3, the Pleasant Hill 
area, in the June 7 City Council 
election. Kovalck, who has been 
involved with the city since he was 
16 years old in the fire department, 
said he has always had an affection 
for the people of Shinnston and felt 
the need to serve the city in whatever 
way he could. Therefore, he wants to 
continue doing so.

Kovalck said, “It has always been 
home to me…Since I joined the 
fire department, I’ve been involved 
with everything coming and going 
with the city, and I have two small 
daughters and I just want to do my 
best to make Shinnston a place that 
they want to raise their children.”

During Kovalck’s terms on 
council, he said that he has helped 
in implementing many policies, 

Vance Sosinski: Ward 3 
Candidate

By Maralisa Marra

Ward 3 candidate Vance Sosinski 
seeks to represent Pleasant Hill in 
the June 7 City Council election. The 
homeless situation in Shinnston is 
his driving force for running for City 
Council because he wants to lend a 
hand to those in need of housing.

“I would like to form a coalition 
of citizens to get a petition to our 
legislators in Charleston…This is 
not a problem that’s exclusive to 
Shinnston…So I’d definitely like to 
petition our state legislators to help 
us out in some way,” he said.

Sosinski has been a resident 
in Shinnston for 26 years and 
works as the manager for the local 
Ace Hardware store. He is also a 
volunteer with The Family Service 
of Marion and Harrison Counties, a 
nonprofit that provides counseling 
and in-home care.
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The Shinnston News & Harrison County Journal has named John Marchio as 
Citizen of the Month, a recognition sponsored by Dorsey Funeral Home in Shinnston 
– locally owned and operated.

John Marchio named Citizen of  the Month

John Marchio with wife Marie. Courtesy photo.

John Marchio. Courtesy 
photos.

City Council Candidate Interviews
Shinnston’s municipal election is scheduled for June 7. City Council candidates were questioned about their interest in the role, as well as their plans for 

economic development, infrastructure, including planned sewer and water expansion projects, and dilapidated buildings, including the Murphy building. 
They were also asked how they would achieve their goals. The following stories come from interviews with Ward 2 and Ward 3 candidates.

Lincoln High Key Club holds 
Special Olympics

Lincoln High School senior Drew Darway, left, and sophomore Alexis Efaw. 
Courtesy photo.
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Guest Column
By Kent Leonhardt 

Department of Agriculture 
essential to tourism

By Kent A. Leonhardt
West Virginia Commissioner of Agriculture

From the declaration of the New River Gorge 
National Park to renovation of the state parks in 
West Virginia, over the last five years, our tourism 
industry has received a tremendous amount of 
attention and support. That support has brought 
dividends as we have seen tourism revenue 
increase by upwards of 50 percent, generating $4.5 
billion for the state’s economy. Given the national 
attention, increased travel and investments the 
state has made, now more than ever it’s vital we 
continue to retain West Virginia’s natural beauty. 
The agency that is on the front line, protecting our 
forests, is one that might surprise you. It is time 
to recognize and support the efforts of the West 
Virginia Department of Agriculture in preserving 
the state’s natural resources and attractions. 
Without our agency’s efforts, our tourism industry 
would not be where it is today.

As Commissioner of Agriculture, I chair the 
State Conservation Committee which guides the 
West Virginia Conservation Agency, promoting 
healthy soil and clean water. The agency 
supports the locally elected Conservation District 
Supervisors and 170 flood control dams under the 
Conservation Districts jurisdictions. These dams 
often provide recreational opportunities and water 
reserves while protecting life and property. The 
Conservation Agency also works with the WVDA 
to promote good agricultural practices through 
voluntary efforts with our farmers. It’s these efforts 
that continue to preserve water basins, like the 
Chesapeake Bay, for generations to come.

With most of our state covered in valuable 
hardwoods, our beautiful, tree-covered mountains 
are one of our state’s greatest assets. From 
timbering to campers, bird watchers and hikers, a 
lot of revenue is generated by our natural beauty. 
To preserve this asset, it takes a lot of manpower 
to monitor and treat our forest health. In the New 
River Gorge National Park, we continue to protect 
oak trees from Gypsy Moth. A new invasive pest, 
the Spotted Lanternfly, threatens our specialty grape 
and wine industry. Water sports, including fishing 
and rafting, require clean water, as well as black 
fly management. If you have visited Blackwater 
Falls or Cathedral State Parks, it was the WVDA 
that saved the hemlock trees that contribute to the 
natural scenery. All these programs are managed 
by the WVDA.

One of the fastest-growing sectors of tourism is 
agritourism. To fully tap into this new market, we 
have devoted a full-time staff member and have 
worked to pass legislation to recognize and help the 
industry grow. Our staffer is dedicated to helping 
our pick-your-own farms, Christmas tree farms, 
corn mazes and wedding barns. We have also 
worked to support farm-to-table dinners including 
partnering with West Virginia state parks to host 
these types of dinners around the state. These types 
of events not only provide tourism opportunities 
but expand markets for our local farmers. All 
these venues and events play a part in growing our 
tourism industry and bringing increased revenue to 
the state.

I commend Tourism Secretary Chelsea Ruby 
and her tourism team on their efforts. They have 
done a tremendous job with the funding they have 
been given to make the Mountain State a tourism 
destination. As we continue to promote the state, 
we must match the investment we have made in 
tourism with the programs that protect its beauty. 
The WVDA is more than just farms, we touch 
tourism and the lives of every West Virginian 
every day. We are crucial in the promotion and 
protection of our tourism industry. If you have ever 
hiked, enjoyed time on the water or visited one of 
our many state parks, you can thank the WVDA 
and its partners for protecting our natural beauty.

The following events happened on these dates in 
West Virginia history. 

May 26, 1895; Athlete Ira Errett ‘‘Rat’’ Rodgers 
was born in Bethany. He was among the greatest 
Mountaineer football players, lettering in 1915–17 
and 1919.

May 27, 1912: Legendary golfer Sam Snead was 
born in Ashwood, Virginia. When The Greenbrier 
reopened as a resort after World War II, Snead 
returned as the golf pro. 

May 27, 1922: Labor leader Bill Blizzard was 
acquitted of treason charges. He was charged 
following the Battle of Blair Mountain in 1921.

May 28, 1863: Arthur Boreman was elected as 
the first governor of the new state of West Virginia. 

This Week in

West Virginia History

May 28, 1938: Basketball player Jerry West 
was born in Cabin Creek, Kanawha County. West 
led East Bank High School to the state basketball 
championship in 1956 and then rewrote the record 
book at West Virginia University. 

May 28, 1998: The Robert C. Byrd United 
States Courthouse in downtown Charleston was 
dedicated. The 440,000-square-foot building 
incorporated Neoclassic, Egyptian, and Art Deco 
designs.

May 29, 1778: Dick Pointer, a slave, helped save 
about 60 settlers who were attacked by Indians at 
Fort Donnally near Lewisburg.

May 29, 1961: Elderson Muncie in McDowell 
County received the first food stamps in the nation. 
After observing malnutrition and poverty during 
his campaign, President John Kennedy directed 
the government to establish a pilot food stamp 
program.

May 30, 1940: Smoke Hole Caverns in Grant 
County opened for tours. The cave is beautifully 
decorated with stalactites hanging in rows along 
the ceiling; the main room is called the “Room of a 
Million Stalactites.”

May 31, 1841: Roman Catholic Bishop John 
Joseph Kain was born near Martinsburg. As bishop 
of the Diocese of Wheeling, he worked to meet the 
needs of the newly arrived immigrants who came 
to labor in West Virginia’s mines and factories.

June 1, 1880: The bare-knuckle prize fight 
for the championship of the world was held in 
the Brooke County town of Colliers, between 
defending champion Joe Goss and challenger 
Paddy Ryan. Boxing was illegal in every state, 
and matches were often held in railroad villages to 
avoid big city police.

June 1, 1935: Musician Hazel Dickens was born 
in Mercer County, the eighth of 11 children. She 
was a pioneering old-time and bluegrass musician, 
known for preserving the traditional vocal styles of 
West Virginia.

e-WV: The West Virginia Encyclopedia is a 
project of the West Virginia Humanities Council.  
For more information contact the West Virginia 
Humanities Council, 1310 Kanawha Blvd. E., 
Charleston, WV 25301; (304) 346-8500; or visit 
e-WV at www.wvencyclopedia.org.
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Barbershop Bluegrass Band 
Saturday, May 28
West Virginia Heritage Crafts
Music from noon to 3 p.m.
Also hot dog sale
C.C.C. Museum will be open 10 a.m-5 p.m.
304-622-3304

Holy Trinity Serbian Orthodox Mission
408 Morgantown Ave, Fairmont
Rev. Sasha Nedich 724-966-7428
www.holytrinityserborthwv.org
Liturgy: Saturday, June 4 at 10 a.m.
Saturday, June 25 at 10 a.m.
Please check to make sure of no cancellations 

724-966-7428

including the 1% sales tax. He also said, “We passed 
several ordinances about [property maintenance] 
that have made a difference and given more strength 
to our building codes.” He also said he has focused 
on and will continue to focus on increased police 
presence in Shinnston and wants to continue making 
the police department a community-oriented 
department. In March, Shinnston City Council 
approved the 2022-2023 $1.96 million budget. The 
largest item was police funding, with a $626,000 
allocation.

Kovalck is also interested in growing the public 
works department. That department is allocated 
about $80,000. He said, “There’s still room for 
improvement on the service side of what the city 
provides the citizens…I’m eager to stay on track 
with getting services to the community better.” 
Kovalck said he is interested in focusing on the 
“nuts and bolts” of running the city such as reliable 
and well-equipped police and fire stations, clean 
water, and an effective sewer system. 

Several candidates said they support business 
tax incentives, including lowering the B&O tax. 
B&O taxes are a significant revenue source for the 
city, making up about $380,000 of the city’s $1.96 
million budget.

Kovalck noted that tax incentives are on the books 
now for small businesses. He said he is working 
on a stair step B&O tax that helps support small 
businesses. Kovalck said with this method of B&O 
tax, new businesses will not pay B&O tax the first 
year and the second year they will start out with 
paying about half of their B&O taxes. “I’m 100% 
for anything we can do to support business growth,” 
Kovalck said. He has worked to lower the city’s 
B&O taxes with the 1% sales tax that brings in a 
large sum of revenue that the city is not taxing the 
business owners.

In regard to expanding city limits through 
annexation, which could cost the city but also 
expand the tax base, Kovalck said, “I am more of 
a believer now that instead of growing just for the 
sake of growing, that we have to have the tax base to 
support that growth.” He said that he would prefer 
to have another influx of housing within Shinnston, 
and with the cleaning up of dilapidated properties, it 
will free more space within city limits for housing. 
Therefore, instead of annexation, Kovalck said he 
wants to capitalize on what the city already has.

Kovalck said the current council has been able 
to accomplish a fund of $35,000 for demolition of 
dilapidated properties, and he plans to look into more 
funding from the state to help the city demolish the 
dilapidated properties. Kovalck said he prefers that 
private property owners handle their own property 
and that the city would support the owners and help 
them in any way possible. However, Kovalck also 
said he plans to address one of the city’s biggest 
hurdles, which is corporations and LLCs that buy 
up properties within the city limits then let them 
deteriorate. Kovalck said he plans to remedy this 
issue through working with the property owners to 
fix the problems or taking legal action if need be.

Kovalck refers to the Murphy Building as “so 
much untapped potential.” He hopes to fix the roof 
on the building and renovate it in hopes of reclaiming 
the property, which the city sold at auction in 2019. 
Kovalck said he is determined to find the solution to 
this particular situation. He said one of the options 
in reclaiming the Murphy building would be to do 
a levy, not a continual levy, but a levy to get to a 
certain dollar amount. He noted that voters would 
have to approve such a levy.

Kovalck wants to continue to focus on the water 
plant project he has been a part of and said that once 
phase three of the project is done, the water system 
is practically new. He is also already looking at 
different angles to expand the wastewater treatment 
facility, and as long as the deal with Greater 
Harrison PSD goes through, the city will be getting 
an expanded and upgraded plant, said Kovalck. City 
Manager Chad Edwards has said the city’s currently 
planned water and sewer projects could result in 
higher rates and more debt. But Kovalck said that 
by partnering with the Greater Harrison PSD and 
adding customers, the modernization of the plant 
should not be a major expense to the citizens.

“It has really been an honor to serve Shinnston 
all these years, and I appreciate the community’s 
support. I hope to continue to have their support and 
continue to serve them every day,” Kovalck said.

Sosinski believes that the city is in desperate need 
of at least one more bank, so he plans to approach 
banking institutions to bring another into town. 
He said that if the city has some more financial 
institutions located within its limits, then it would 
be an incentive for more businesses to locate in 
Shinnston because there will be more banks creating 
business loans. Sosinski also wants to work with 
state and federal agencies to get more business loans 
readily available for new businesses in Shinnston.

Sosinski said he hopes to lower B&O taxes for 
new businesses and wants to create a one-to-two-
year moratorium on paying B&O taxes for new 
businesses until they get established. He wants 
to either cut the B&O taxes by 50% or cut them 
entirely for a year until the new businesses become 
established. B&O taxes are a significant revenue 
source for the city, making up about $380,000 of 
the city’s $1.96 million budget. Asked how to make 
up for these tax cuts in the city’s nearly $2 million 
yearly budget, he said he is interested in getting 
some type of government grant that encourages new 
business start-ups to recover the lost tax funds.

He is interested in helping new businesses grow 
to be successful in the city, so he hopes to create 
a business incubator where new business owners 
can get started, and once they are established, they 
can move to a better location. To fund this business 
incubator, Sosinski said there are a number of small 
commercial properties available in town that the 
city could acquire through government grant money 
to house the business incubator.

He is somewhat supportive of annexation, which 
would involve purchasing outside property to 
expand city limits. “I support limited annexation,” 
he said. “Right now, the city needs to focus on what 
we are and work to improve everything within our 
current jurisdiction. I’m not opposed to annexation 
provided we can financially handle that.” 

He said he completely supports an increase to the 
city budget for housing in the city because more 
residents will help support local businesses. 

As for privately owned dilapidated structures, 
Sosinski said he plans to be on the lookout for state 
and federal monies that the city can get to assist in 
remedying this situation. He wants to work with the 
property owners to either remove the dilapidated 
structures or get the property in the hands of the city. 
As for the Murphy building, if in the hands of the 
city, Sosinski thinks it has potential to be utilized 
as the city’s business incubator. He also referenced 
potential grant funding.

Sosinski believes the water plant needs a lot of 
improvements since the city is starting to reach 
out into some outlying areas to provide water 
services. He said, “For us to grow as a city and 
add new residential areas or new business areas, 
the sewage definitely has to be a priority to get it 
expanded.” Therefore, he supports the potential deal 
with Greater Harrison PSD to expand wastewater 
operations to areas outside the city, which could 
result in more debt and higher sewage rates. 

He also said he believes the city has a long way to 
go with street improvement, so if elected, he hopes 
to speed up the paving process to lessen flooding 
and stormwater issues. He believes these street 
issues can be alleviated with existing monies if 
allocated properly. 

In regard to parks and recreation, Sosinski 
believes the south end and west side of the city lack 
recreation areas, so he hopes to create community 
recreation within these areas to appeal to the younger 
generations through a combination of fundraisers 
and grant money.

“John is a great person,” Toth said. “He was 
a great colleague of mine. He was a very good 
teacher and a very excellent school administrator.”

After working with Toth at Lincoln High, 
Marchio took a principal position at Lumberport 
Middle. Toth said Marchio was successful there, 
and they remained friends, and still are friends as 
they always have been.

Preceding his work with Toth, Marchio taught 
social studies at Shinnston High School before 
it closed in 1978. When Toth had an opening at 
Lincoln High for the assistant principal position, he 
said Marchio was his first choice because he knew 
Marchio knew the Shinnston and Lumberport 
communities very well.

“We were the best administrative team that ever 
ran Lincoln High School,” Toth said.

Although Marchio retired from the school 
system, his service to the community never 
stopped. Marchio’s close friend Jay Harmer said, 
“He volunteered many hours helping organize 
events and overseeing different events.”

Harmer also said that when Marchio joined the 
Shinnston Park Board, he took a great interest in it 
and oversaw many improvements at the park and 
the pool like replacing and updating the lighting of 
the facilities. “He was instrumental in organizing 
a golf tournament as a fundraiser for the pool and 
parks, and with that, improvements were able to be 
made,” Harmer said.

Marchio and Harmer were close friends before 
working together on the park board, and Harmer 
said Marchio is an “all around good volunteer” in 
the Shinnston community. Over the years, Marchio 
has also selflessly volunteered in his church, St. 
Ann’s, with the men’s club and helping out with 
fritti fries, spaghetti dinners, and the like.

City Manager Chad Edwards said, “I couldn’t 
say enough nice things about John Marchio. I 
could talk for an hour and not do him any justice.” 
Edwards also said that Marchio is a great moral 
support and has made a significant impact on the 
Shinnston community. Edwards said he cannot 
express enough how much of an asset Marchio is 
to the city.

“He doesn’t expect any recognition for anything,” 
Edwards said. “He just comes in and helps out. 
He’s been valuable.”

dizzy bats, and the 50-meter dash. Other activities 
were available for all attendees, including corn 
hole, face painting, dancing, and parachute.

As the Special Olympics commenced, all 
students participated in a tug of war dual, and an 
awards ceremony concluded the events

In addition to all the hard work from the Key 
Club, Lincoln High’s yearbook members were also 
present to document the memorable day.
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By Maralisa Marra

On May 18, the city hosted this season’s first 
Wind Down Wednesday. The evening kicked 
off with tunes from Last Year’s Model, and the 
Green Space was filled with melodies of songs 
like “Livin’ on a Prayer,” “Don’t You (Forget 
About Me),” and “Stacy’s Mom” to set the mood.

Wind Down Wednesday is the city’s attempt 
to bring the community together to hang out, 
reminisce, and enjoy good food and drinks 
during the week.

Brendan Gallagher, lead singer of Last Year’s 
Model, said, “It was a little nerve wracking with 
the weather, but we were happy to get to play 
as long as we did and kick off the Wind Down 
Wednesday series for 2022.”

Despite the forecast, the citizens did not stray 
from the Green Space. They mingled with close 
friends, shared a bite to eat from Heavenly 
Hoagies, and tasted some of Casey’s Restaurant’s 
new craft beer: Big Timber Porter.

Generations of all ages and some adorable 
pups came out to the Green Space to enjoy 
the laid-back evening and catch up with old 
friends. Conversations of high school memories, 
weekend plans, and travel stories filled the air. 

Mayor Patrick Kovalck reflected on the 
evening. “The weather did hold out for us, 
though at 6 p.m. we all had our doubts,” he said. 
“There was a nice crowd there, and we all had 
a great time catching up with our neighbors. 
The band, Last Year’s Model, provided a great 
and entertaining show. With the threat of rain, I 
decided to leave my MG convertible at home, but 
we did have a small turnout of antique vehicles. 
We are excited about the 2022 WDW season and 
look forward to seeing everyone next month!”

For June’s Wind Down Wednesday at the 
Green on June 1, Byron Cooper will be taking 
the stage.

Community catches up at Wind Down Wednesday 

GRAPEVINE
By Rosalyn Queen
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Cash value 1/20 of 1 cent LwC. Must present this coupon prior to ordering.

Buy One Order of Hot 
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Laser technology can treat various 
types of skin and cosmetic conditions 
safely to achieve a fresh and younger 
appearance. With an extensive collection 
of state-of-the-art lasers, be assured 
you will be provided with an advanced 
solution tailored to your desired 
results. Non-invasive laser treatments 
deliver results with less downtime to 
accommodate today’s busy lifestyle  
with renewed skin and confidence.

• Scarring

• Birthmarks

• Brown Spots

• Age Spots and  
Sun Damage 

• Rosacea

• Broken Capillaries  
and Blood Vessels

• Tattoo Removal

Sheri Farasat, MD 
Board-Certified Dermatologist 

120 Medical Park Drive, Suite 200  
Bridgeport, WV 26330

To determine if you are a 
candidate for laser treatment, 
please call 304-624-7200 to 
schedule a consultation. 
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You Can Take Steps 
Toward Healthier, 
Beautiful Skin. 
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CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

O�er ends 7/13/22.

2-YEAR TV PRICE
GUARANTEE

“All o�ers require credit quali�cation, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. 
Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit quali�cation.

190 CHANNELS
Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

FREE

* Requires eAutopay discount and includes Hopper 
Duo DVR ($5 discount for 24 months) or Wally/211

SMART 
HD DVR 

INCLUDED

* Requires eAutopay discount and includes Hopper 

INCLUDED

FREE
STREAMING 

ON ALL 
YOUR DEVICESYOUR DEVICES

FREE
VOICE 

REMOTE

The DISH Voice Remote with the Google Assistant requires 
internet-connected Hopper, Joey, or Wally device. 

Customer must press Voice Remote button to activate feature.

The DISH Voice Remote with the Google Assistant requires 

1-855-736-4350

$6999

from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-855-405-3412
Dental50Plus.com/press

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits 
Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about 
this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. 
Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider 
kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721

DENTAL Insurance

Nestled in the hills of Hershey, Pennsylvania, just 
25 minutes from Harrisburg is the Milton Hershey 
School. It was founded by Milton Hershey and 
his wife Catherine in 1909. It offers a top-notch 
education to children from pre-Kto 12th grade at 
no cost to their families.

This was the message delivered to me and about 
25 other individuals last week at a gathering at 
the Bridgeport Conference Center. Presenting the 
message was Scott Gregory, admissions counselor 
for Milton Hershey School. Among those present 
were two parents from our area whose children are 
enrolled at the school.

Gregory was in our area to enlighten individuals 
on the school and to encourage families to get 
information about enrolling their children in the 
school. Some of the requirements for enrollment 

are: come from a family of lower income, be 4-15 
years old at the time of enrollment, have the ability 
to learn, be free of behavioral problems and be 
able to participate and benefit from the school’s 
program. Included at no cost to the families are 
tuition, housing, meals and snacks, clothing, 
school supplies, medical care, counseling dental 
care, glasses, and all activities, including arts, 
sports and 24/7 security. You can learn more about 
admission considerations at mhskids.org.  You 
may also contact Mr. Gregory at 717 520 2104,

The message was they believe every child 
deserves a top-notch education. This is why MHS 
was founded and why it is cost-free. Thousands of 
MHS graduates have found their own way to make 
a positive impact on the world. 

The 4,200-acre campus is one of the largest 
in the United States. It has 200 buildings, 6 
swimming pools, and a 7,000-seat stadium. If you 
are interested and you believe MHS would make a 
difference, they would like to help. Please contact 
one of the above numbers to talk to a representative. 
I urge you not to miss a chance of a lifetime for 
your child.

Please stay healthy and safe and until next week 
“Now You Have Heard It Through The Grapevine.”

Last Year’s Model, consisting of Brendan Gallagher, 
lead singer; Tim Shrout, bass player; Brandon 
Wood, lead guitarist; and Zach Kines, drummer, 
performed at the first Wind Down Wednesday of this 
season on May 18. Photo by Maralisa Marra. 
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Submitted by West Virginia 
University School of Nursing

The newest campus of the West 
Virginia University School of 
Nursing — Bridgeport at WVU 
Medicine United Hospital Center 
— is now accepting applications 
for its first cohort of students.

“This is a truly unique 
partnership between WVU 
Medicine United Hospital 
Center and the WVU School of 
Nursing,” said Veronica Gallo, 
Bridgeport Campus Chair. “This 
accelerated undergraduate nursing 
program will offer state-of-the 
art classrooms and skills labs 
just steps away from the clinical 
facility.”

At Bridgeport, students can 
enjoy smaller class sizes, connect 
with a close cohort of 24 fellow 
classmates, and engage with 

dedicated faculty members.
“There has never been a 

better time to join the nursing 
profession,” said Tara Hulsey, 
WVU School of Nursing Dean 
and E. Jane Martin Endowed 
Professor. “Nursing is an 
incredibly rewarding career, 
and opportunities are abundant 
as we work toward alleviating 
the nursing shortage in state and 
nationwide.”

Applications are being 
accepted now through July 1 
for the fast-track BS/BA to 
BSN nursing program, which 
provides accelerated entry 
into the nursing profession for 
students who already hold a 
bachelor’s degree in another 
field. Scholarships are available 
for program applicants.

The program runs five full-
time semesters, or 18 months in 

length, and consists of 66 credits 
of nursing curriculum. The first 
cohort will begin classes in 
January 2023.

To learn more or apply now, 
visit nursing.wvu.edu.

WVU School of Nursing Bridgeport accepting 
applications for first cohort

Wo r d s  o f
We l l n e s s

By Jill Fratto 

Motivate yourself by making 
changes

Ever feel like you can’t get motivated?  Is your list 
of things to do increasing while your motivation to 
do them is decreasing?  Lately, I have been noticing 
how “busy” everyone is and yet how most people 
feel like they aren’t getting anything done.  

I think part of the problem is in the lack of 
alignment between the things we are doing that 
make us “busy” and our real priorities.  This may 
be why you don’t feel motivated.  Your list doesn’t 
motivate you because the things that are on the list 
may be there for the wrong reasons. Often, we do 
things because we feel like we should, or we are 
simply doing them for someone else.  That is OK if 
it is fulfilling, but when you start to feel depleted, 
demotivated or even depressed, it’s time to make 
a change.  Here are five tips for increasing your 
motivation.

1. Determine why you think you need to do 
something.  If the reasons don’t align with 
your highest priorities, perhaps you should 
re-evaluate.  Do you really need to do this 
task?  Can it be farmed out to someone else 
or skipped completely?  Some things simply 
don’t need to be done.  We just don’t stop 
long enough to think about it.

2. Make a list of 5-10 small things that recharge 
your batteries.  This list can contain small 
things, like taking a long shower, or larger 
things, like taking a vacation.  The longer you 
make it, the better.  When your motivation 
feels low, do something from your list to 
recharge your batteries.

3. Think about things that you need to do that 
do motivate you.  It may sound crazy, but last 
week I just wanted to clean my garage.  There 
are so many other things that needed to be 
done, but I ignored them all and took on my 
garage project.  Now looking at my finished 
project gives me satisfaction and motivation 
to do other projects.

4. Don’t beat yourself up.  Some days are more 
productive than others.  We shouldn’t judge 
our success in life by how much we got done.  
Rather, we should look for more opportunities 
to relax and enjoy our loved ones.

5. Make changes when necessary.  If you aren’t 
motivated because you aren’t happy with 
some aspect of your life, you may need to 
evaluate what needs to change and make 
decisions that will help you move forward.  
This isn’t always easy, but the payoff is worth 
it. Whatever motivates you, find a way to do a 
little more of it - you deserve it!  

Now enrolling future nurses

Winners of ‘Kids Kick Opioids’ design contest announced

Veronica Gallo, Bridgeport 
campus chair, inside one of the 
classrooms at the new campus 
of the West Virginia University 
School of Nursing — Bridgeport 
at WVU Medicine United Hospital 
Center. Courtesy photo.

Pay raise announced for social service workers

In a news release last week, 
West Virginia Attorney General 
Patrick Morrisey announced 
14 students from North Central 
West Virginia as regional 
winners of the office’s sixth 
Kids Kick Opioids contest, a 
competition designed to spur 
creativity and raise awareness 
of prescription painkiller abuse.

Regional winners are Amelia 
Henderson, of Simpson 
Elementary School in Harrison 
County; Mary Calvert, of 
Washington Irving Middle 
School in Harrison County; 
Miley Summers, Gabriella Clay, 
and Hailey Hauser, of East 
Fairmont Middle School; Lucas 

Runner, and Hunter Richards, 
of Monongah Middle School in 
Marion County; Kloey Cosner, 
Tyler Frankhouser, Sheridan 
Hudson, Beatrice Clevenger, 
and Kylie Corwin, of Rivesville 
Elementary & Middle School 
in Marion County; and Rachel 
Hile, and Bella Loucks, of 
Tucker Valley Elementary 
& Middle School in Tucker 
County.

“These entries demonstrate the 
immense creativity and talent of 
our students,” Morrisey said. “In 
some instances, their designs 
also reveal the heartbreaking 
situations that some students 
experience at home.”

The contest received a total 
of 2,798 entries from 2,876 
students at 78 middle and 
elementary schools across 
West Virginia. The submissions 
included a mix of drawings, 
poems and other designs aimed 
at promoting awareness.

Judges recognized winning 
entries from 79 students overall. 
Those designs will be displayed 
in the State Capitol in the fall.

The West Virginia Board 
of Pharmacy, West Virginia 
Association of School Nurses 
and the Capitol Police assisted 
the Attorney General in judging 
the public service announcement 
contest.

By Steven Allen Adams, The 
Intelligencer
West Virginia Press Association 
Sharing

Additional pay raises for social 
services workers originally in a now-
defunct foster care reform bill are 
moving forward, and a version of a 
dashboard stripped out of that bill for 
tracking foster care system data is 
also happening.

Gov. Jim Justice and Bill 
Crouch, cabinet secretary of the 
state Department of Health and 
Human Resources, made the 
announcements Thursday morning 
during a virtual briefing with press 
from the State Capitol Building. 
The announcements come as Justice 
signed a proclamation celebrating 
May as National Foster Care Month.

“We have worked out the 
details and I have approved 15% 
salary increases for direct services 
employees of DHHR, the Bureau of 
Social Services. That is done now,” 
Justice said. “These people work 
really, really hard.”

All state workers are receiving 
a 5% average pay raise starting in 
July when the new fiscal year 2023 
budget begins. But lawmakers in the 
House included a 15% pay increase 
for direct services employees within 
DHHR’s Bureau of Social Services, 
which includes social worker, Child 
Protective Services, and employees 
within the state’s foster care system.

But those raises were stripped out 
of House Bill 4344 at the request of 
DHHR and the Governor’s Office. 
In his annual letter to the Legislature 
making changes to his fiscal year 
2023 budget proposal days before 

the end of the 2022 legislative 
session on March 12, Justice said 
DHHR already had the ability within 
State Code to increase pay to social 
services employees by collapsing 
some of the more than 1,400 vacant 
positions within DHHR.

“How we’ve done it is just minding 
the store,” Justice said. “We didn’t 
have to pull a dime out, not one dime. 
What we did is we had vacancies. As 
those vacancies were never filled and 
they had been there vacant … all we 
had to do is mind the store the right 
way and be able to compensate these 
employees who are doing incredible 
work.

The 15% raises will cover 970 
workers with the bureau at a cost of 
$9 million. Crouch said the raises 
were a priority for the governor and 
himself.

“(Justice) was adamant this get 
done,” Crouch said. “He is the 
one who made sure this happened 
and stayed on me to make sure it 
happened. We want to make sure 
we keep doing what we’re doing in 
regards to CPS work in the State of 
West Virginia and (adult protective 
services) workers.”

Justice and Crouch also announced 
a new foster care data dashboard. 
The dashboard, which should go 
live starting June 1, will include 
data on foster care and kinship care 
placements, referrals, and staffing 
numbers.

“We plan to publish a child welfare 
dashboard … showing information 
on CPS placements, referrals, and 
workloads, as well as other important 
information,” Justice said. “I told you 
we’d get this done. We got it done 
and we got it done without spending 
any money.”

“This will be a living dashboard 
much like the dashboard for COVID,” 
Crouch said. “When we see the need 
to make changes, we’ll make changes 
and keep that information updated on 
a monthly basis. We plan to make 
it better as we go along, but it’s a 
way for people to see what is going 
on in the state in regard to our CPS 
program and making sure we keep 
children safe.”

HB 4344 had language creating 
a foster care dashboard as it came 
over from the House, but the Senate 
Finance Committee gutted much 
of the bill, including removing the 
dashboard language at the request 
of DHHR. The bill ultimately died 
before the end of the legislative 
session.

According to DHHR, there are 
6,619 children in the state’s foster 
care system as of April, most of 
whom are in kinship and relative 
care. West Virginia’s foster care 
system has grown substantially over 
the last decade in relation to the 
growing opioid epidemic in the state.

DHHR has come under scrutiny 
recently with the veto by Justice of 
a bill that required the state’s largest 
cabinet department to be split into 
two and with the departure of former 
deputy secretary Jeremiah Samples, 
who now works for the Legislature’s 
Joint Committee on Government and 
Finance.

Justice called for a top-down 
review of DHHR after vetoing the 
bill to split the department. DHHR 
put out a request for proposals last 
month for companies to audit DHHR. 
DHG Healthcare and the McChrystal 
Group are the only companies to 
submit bids.

Four from The Auxiliary to United Hospital Center 
attended the Annual Auxiliary of the West Virginia 
Hospital Association State Workshop held on May 9-11 
at the Stonewall Resort. Pictured left to right:  Denise 
Steffich, certified director of volunteer services; Sharon 
Montgomery, president, UHC Auxiliary; Deb Donini, 
secretary, UHC Auxiliary.  Not pictured: Scott Griffiths, 
gift shop manager, UHC. Photo courtesy of Carol J. 
Gaynor, publicity chair, UHC Auxiliary.

United Hospital Auxiliary 
attends state workshop
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The Bottom Line
By Bill Nestor
Sports Editor

It’s that time once again to acknowledge the 
efforts of Harrison County’s student-athletes. Each 
week we review the performances of the athletes 
from the six schools (Bridgeport, Liberty, Lincoln, 
Notre Dame, Robert C. Byrd, and South Harrison) 
in our county.

The Shinnston News & Harrison County 
Journal’s Athlete of the Week award is an avenue 
to promote the youth of our county while bringing 
attention to their athletic accomplishments

This past week’s winners of the Shinnston 
News & Harrison County Journal Athletes of 
the Week Award are South Harrison’s Shellie 
Baughman and Robert C. Byrd’s Quinten Cooley. 

Hawk track and field standout, Shellie 
Baughman was responsible for Harrison 
County’s lone first-place finish at the State 
Championship in Charleston. Baughman won 
the discus at Laidley Field this past weekend. 
Baughman also garnered third place in the shot 
put. 

Flying Eagle track and field leader, Quinten 
Cooley cleared all hurdles at the State 
Championship. Cooley took second place in the 
110 high hurdles and finished fourth in the 300 
intermediate hurdles. 

Congratulations to South Harrison’s Shellie 
Baughman and Robert C. Byrd’s Quinten Cooley 
for being named the Athletes of the Week. 

From The World of
Parks & Recreation

By Doug Comer

Planetary-themed disc golf 
planned for summer

The outdoors is where it’s at! With Memorial 
Day right around the corner, you can almost smell 
what is cooking on the grill (especially if the Rock 
is the Grill Master) and it is not even Monday yet.  
The pools are open, golf courses are plush, and the 
playgrounds are packed with families spending a 
day in the park. Yes, summer is here! 

Things have been busy at the Parks Department.  
The transition to an autonomous department begins 
in July with a memorandum of understanding 
between the county and parks commissions. 
Summer parks interviews are right around the 
corner and currently, the department is in the 
middle of a field day schedule until the end of May. 
And, of course, we are juggling the teardown of 
the mammoths and t-rex dinosaurs that roamed the 

lower rooms in the Rec Complex for six weeks. 
Everyone is busy and it is going to get a little 
busier.

Last month, concrete pads were put in play to 
help out with our disc golf course, which is located 
throughout the property at the complex. Feedback 
has been very positive from those who play the 
track, and the plan is to improve the direction of 
play while adding an educational spin to it.  

Director Mike Book is excited about the plans 
coming up for the next couple weeks. “We have 
some work to do, but we plan to make the course 
theme related to the planets and moons in our solar 
system,” said Book. “Each hole will be designated 
to a planet starting with the sun on hole #1 and 
continue that until we get to Pluto.  And, because 
we have two different sets of pads for almost all the 
holes, we will have moons highlight the closing nine 
holes. The official name of the course is Planetary 
Golf and plans for a grand opening in mid-July.”

Those knowing Book should have assumed 
there will be an educational theme to the course, as 
pretty much all items on the Rec Complex property 
entail some form of education.  The playground 
pods have nature themes, like bees, trees, insects 
and caterpillars, and if you add in the boneyard, 
which is a dinosaur-themed section of the property, 

you cover pretty much all bases. Oh, and do not 
forget the interpretive learning walking trail where 
you can study the outdoors while taking a stroll. 
Book’s success as a director has stemmed from his 
vision, which includes fun and education blending 
together.

“We have so much fun with the enrichments 
during the school year,” he said. “Our outdoor 
adventures program allows us to keep kids on our 
playground and the trail gives us the chance to teach 
all things outdoors. And in the winter or spring, we 
schedule the dinosaur exhibit and field days and 
that pretty much wraps up the school year. Having 
a disc golf course where families can see the facts 
about the planets and combine that with recreation 
is probably something that is entirely unique to our 
area.  We do not reinvent the wheel here, but we 
definitely add spokes to it.”

As of now, you can come and play the course, 
which of course is free to play. And the plans are to 
have a family league where you can come and play 
different formats, as well as offer some beginner 
classes to those who would like to explore the 
game.  The rules are consistent with the game of 
golf, except you throw a disc.  And before you ask, 
no carts will be available.  Go out, get in a good 
walk and enjoy a fun round.

Back on Track!
The West Virginia State Track and Field 

Championships were held this past week in 
Charleston. This event is what every athlete looks 
forward to throughout the lengthy season. It 
provides an opportunity for our Harrison County 
performers to see exactly where they stack up 
against other top-notch competitors from around 
the Mountain State. 

In Class AAA, Bridgeport’s boys’ team finished 
12th with 12 points. Lucas Anderson finished 
fourth in the 200-meter dash. Anderson also joined 
forces with Camden Hess, Nathan Lhotsky, and 
Tyler Martin to garner fourth in the 110 shuttle 
hurdles. The Indians team of Sam Dodson, Bailey 
DeMoss, Joe Goddard, and Gavin Tichenor took 
10th place in the 4x800 meter relay. 

On the girls’ side in Class AAA, the Tribe tried for 
15th with George Washington and John Marshall. 
The Indians were led by Sallyanna Hamrick and 
Abigale Stewart. Hamrick was fourth in the pole 
vault and was a key contributor in the 4x100 squad. 
Hamrick, Giana Cox, Lee Ann Gaskins, and Brea 
Holt finished 10th and Cox placed 8th in the 200 to 
round out Bridgeport’s scoring. 

In Class AA action, Liberty’s girls finished in a 
tie for 5th with Big 10 rival Philip Barbour. The 
Mountaineers were led by Destiny Berryman. 
Berryman nabbed a pair of second place finishes 
in the 1600 and the 800 respectively. Berryman 
also anchored the 4x800 team that grabbed second 
place. Liberty also fared well in the 4x400 earning 
a 5th place finish to conclude their scoring.

On the boy’s side in Class AA, Robert C. Byrd 
earned a tie for 10th with Frankfort. Flying Eagle, 
Quinten Cooley cleared all hurdles in leading the 
way to the impressive team finish. Cooley grabbed 
second place in the 110 high hurdles and was 
fourth in the 300 intermediate hurdles. Sophomore, 
Logan Beeson recorded a 5th place ending in the 
pole vault to conclude Robert C. Byrd’s scoring.

In Class A competition, South Harrison’s Shellie 
Baughman stole the show. Baughman led the Hawk 
girls’ team to a 7th place finish. Baughman was 
the lone Harrison County product to garner a state 
title at the State Championship. Baughman won 
the discus with a throw of 109 feet and 7 inches. 
She also nabbed a third-place finish in the shotput. 
Madison Stonestreet also was a major contributor 
for South Harrison. Stonestreet turned in a fourth-
place finish in the 3200.

…
Another squad getting back on track was the 

West Virginia University baseball team. The 
Mountaineers took three straight from Kansas State 
in Morgantown to close out the regular season. It 
was WVU’s first series win since the first of May 
when they took 2 of 3 from Kansas. The only other 
clean sweep in Big 12 Conference play came in 
early April at home versus Baylor. 

If the Mountaineers are going to do any 
postseason damage, they will have to get the job 
done on the road. Their only series win away from 
Wagener Field at the Monongalia County Ballpark 
started on April Fool’s Day in Fort Worth, Texas. 
The ’Eers took 2 of 3 from TCU. It was a quality 
series considering the Horned Frogs are 16-8 in 
conference play and 19-7 at home but it has been a 
long time since WVU has seen that type of success 
away from the Mountain State.

The Big 12 Tournament is upon us and it is held 
at Globe Life Field in Arlington, Texas. WVU is 
looking to stay hot and claim the crown. 

That will do it for now. Until next week…take 
care and God Bless!

Daniel Dodd this month signed a letter of intent to continue his tennis and 
academic careers at Salem University. Courtesy photo.

2022 West Virginia Senior Open closely 
contested at Parkersburg Country Club
The West Virginia Senior Open, 

hosted by the West Virginia Golf 
Association (WVGA), had three 
players under par after the first day 
at the Parkersburg Country Club, 
according to a news release Monday. 

Pat Carter, of Huntington, led 
the field with a three under par 70, 
scoring five birdies along the way. 
Ty Roush of Mason was one behind, 
followed by John Ross of Freeman 
in third place at the end of the first 
day’s play. Scott Bibbee of Vienna 
is leading the Senior Division with a 
one under par 72.

“We’re excited to host this 

championship for this first time, 
and it adds to a long list of WVGA 
championships we’ve hosted,” 
said Parkersburg’s Head Golf Pro 
Scott Davidson. “We’re glad for the 
golfers to see our layout and have an 
opportunity to test their skills.

“We’re thrilled to host this 
championship at Parkersburg 
Country Club,” said WVGA Director 
of Operations and Tournaments Chris 
Slack. “The course conditions are 
incredible and we’re looking forward 
to the final round on Monday.”

For more information please visit 
wvga.org.

Shinnston tornado 
commemoration scheduled
Submitted by Debra Herndon
Bice-Ferguson Memorial Museum Director

The late David Harmer and John 
Ashcraft help state troopers to recover 
the dead. Courtesy photo.

On June 23, 1944, the deadliest 
tornado outbreak in West Virginia 
history nearly destroyed Shinnston, 
according to West Virginia Public 
Broadcasting. Sixty-six people died 
in and around the town, with victims 
ranging in age from 85 years to only 6 
days. Courtesy photo.

The Bice-Ferguson Memorial 
Museum will commemorate the 
78th anniversary of the Shinnston 
Tornado on Thursday, June 23rd 
at 6 p.m.  

Press coverage of the day and 
photographs will be on display 
and there will be readings of first-
hand accounts.  Refreshments 
will be served.

The tragedy, destruction and 
loss brought on by the tornado 
as well as the many stories of aid 
and rebuilding helped to define 
the community we live in today.  

Anyone wishing to read aloud 
the stories or share your own 
memories can contact the museum 
director at 304-677-6650.  
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Youth leader, 4-H leader 
and coach of all sports. 
Most of all Jill loved 
being a grandmother. 
She welcomed 
her grandchildren 
each summer for 
Mamaw’s Camp and 
strived to attend her 
grandchildren’s events 
as much as possible. She 
always put family first. 
Her legacy will continue 
in the love she showed 
her grandchildren, 
children and husband.

Jill was a woman 
of faith and a lifelong 
member of Vincent 
Memorial United 
Methodist Church. Her 
love and enthusiasm for 
life will forever bless 
those who knew her. 
She is the epitome of 
the saying “To know 
her is to love her”. She 
was the best Mom, Wife, 
Daughter, Mamaw, Nana 
ever and her family will 
be forever grateful for 
the privilege of being in 
her fold.

Funeral services 
were held on Saturday, 
May 21, 2022 at Amos 
Carvelli Funeral Home 
with Pastor Josiah Pitts 
officiating. Interment 
was at the Floral Hills 
Memorial Gardens.

Expressions of 
sympathy may be 
extended to the family 
at www.amoscarvelli.
com. A service of Amos 

Carvelli Funeral Home.

Catherine Mary 
“Katie” Caroli

Catherine Mary 

“Katie” Caroli, 92, 
formerly of Summit 
Park, passed away on 
Thursday, May 19, 2022.

She was born in 
Clarksburg on January 
18, 1930, a daughter of 
the late Daniel Anthony 
and Rose Romano 
Caroli.

She is survived by two 
brothers, John Caroli 
and his wife Connie 
of Bridgeport, and Joe 
Caroli of Clarksburg; 
two sisters, Victoria 
Ayoob of Clarksburg 
and Nancy Audia and 
her husband Bill of 
Clarksburg; and several 
nieces, nephews; 
great nieces and great 
nephews.

She was also preceded 
in death by one brother, 
James Caroli; one sister, 
Mary Bombardier; two 
brothers-in-law, Larry 

Bombardier and Joe 
Ayoob; and one sister-
in-law, Barbara Caroli.

Miss Caroli was a 
retired factory worker 
with 38 years of 
service, having formerly 
worked at Continental 
Can, Hazel Atlas 
and Brockway Glass 
factories.

She was a member 
of the Immaculate 
Conception Catholic 
Church where she was 
active in the Social 
Committee, the Choir 
and the Funeral Choir 
and also assisted in 
cleaning the church.

Katie was a one of a 
kind sister and loved 
family gatherings. She 
enjoyed bowling, bingo, 
traveling and baking 
cookies for her nieces 
and nephews whom she 
loved dearly.

A Mass of Christian 
Burial was celebrated 
on Monday, May 23, 
2022 at 10:00 am at the 
Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church with 
Father Casey Mahone 
as Celebrant. Interment 
was in the Holy Cross 
Cemetery.

Expressions of 
sympathy may be 
extended to the family 
at www.amoscarvelli.
com. A service of Amos 
Carvelli Funeral Home.

Ida Mae Springston

Ida Mae Springston, 
89, of Ravenswood, 
passed away on Sunday, 
May 15, 2022. She was 
born on November 16, 
1932 in Mount Clare 
WV to the late Edward 
Starr and Ida Mae 
(Long) Starr. Ida is 
survived by her husband 
of 72 years, Donald 
Springston, whom she 
married on June 1, 
1950; also surviving 
is her son David 
Springston, daughter-
in-law Shari Snyder; 
granddaughters Sarah 
and Johanna Springston; 
grandsons Derek, Jason, 
Elliott, Scott, and Nick 
Springston; and five 
great-grandchildren. 
Along with her parents, 
Ida was preceded in 
death by her oldest son 
Doug Springston.

Ida worked for the 
First National Bank of 
Ripley/United Bank as a 
Teller. She was a member 
of the United Methodist 
Church, Woman’s Club, 
and Red Hat Club. She 
enjoyed gardening, 
painting, stained 
glass, dancing, basket 
weaving, and birding. 
Ida loved to spend time 
with her family and 
friends, always smiling 
and laughing.

Per her wishes, Ida 
was cremated.

Online memories 
and condolences 
may be shared at 
Harmerfuneralhome.
com. A service of 
Harmer Funeral Home, 
Shinnston.

Robert Joseph “Bob” 
Moody

Robert Joseph “Bob” 
Moody, II, 74, of 
Clarksburg passed away 
on Sunday, May 15, 
2022 in the Pittsburgh 
VA Medical Center.

He was born in 
Clarksburg on August 
1, 1947, a son of the 
late Varie Lucille Mays 
Moody.

Surviving are several 
nieces and nephews 
including Debbie 
Heck of Stonewood, 
Cindy Ronne and her 
husband Jeff of Slater, 
MO, Chrystal McCloy 
and her husband Doug 
of Stonewood, Penny 
Ramsey and her husband 
Tim of Bridgeport, Olen 
Heck of Clarksburg and 
David Heck and his wife 
Serenity of Stonewood; 
as well as several great 
nieces, great nephews, 
great great nieces and 
great great nephews.

He was also preceded 
in death by one brother, 
David Stead; and three 
sisters, Gretta Mae 
Stead, Penny Stead and 
Mona Stead Heck.

Mr. Moody was a 1969 
graduate of Roosevelt 
Wilson High School and 
was the parking attendant 
at the Clarksburg 
Parking Garage for 
26 years. He was also 

employed at Eagle 
Convex Glass Factory as 
a glass handler and was a 
Walmart greeter for over 
10 years.

Bob enjoyed singing 
and taking drives and 
he loved spending time 
with his family. He 
was a member of the 
Bible Baptist Temple in 
Stonewood, WV.

Funeral services 
were held at the Amos 
Carvelli Funeral Home, 
201 Edison Street, 
Nutter Fort on Friday, 
May 20, 2022, with 
Pastor Charles Madaus 
officiating. Interment 
was in the Sunset 
Memorial Park.

In lieu of flowers, 
the family requests that 
memorial contributions 
be made to Bible Baptist 
Temple, 9436 Cost 
Avenue, Stonewood, 
WV 26301.

Expressions of 
sympathy may be 
extended to the family 
at www.amoscarvelli.
com. A service of Amos 
Carvelli Funeral Home.

Jill Elaine (Borror) 
Ruziska

Mrs. Jill Elaine 
(Borror) Ruziska, 79, of 
Bridgeport passed away 
on May 16th at her home 
surrounded by family. 
Jill was born on February 
4, 1943, the daughter 
of the late Mr. and Mrs. 
Caril W. (Isabelle High) 
Borror, Jr. of Nutter Fort. 
Jill was also preceded in 
death by her brother Jack 
Lynn Borror.

Jill is survived by her 
husband of 57 years, 
Thomas Leo Ruziska 
whom she married on 
June 6, 1964. Tom and 
Jill experienced many 
adventures throughout 
their marriage including 
a road trip to California 
when their son was only 
six months old. They 
enjoyed camping and 
swimming at Audra 
State Park and boating 
at Tygart Lake. Jill loved 
the state of West Virginia 
and shared that love 
with her children and 
grandchildren. Jill and 
Tom were snowbirds for 
several years and spent 
their winters basking 
in the Florida sunshine. 
They vacationed each 
summer at Kiawah 
Island, SC with their 
children and extended 
family. Jill was always 
the first one in the ocean. 
She lived life to the 
fullest.

Jill is also survived 
by her three children 
Thomas Andrew 
Ruziska and companion 
Kaleigh Mason of 
Wellington, Florida, 
Julie Caril Ruziska 
Tiddy and husband Brian 
of Charlotte, NC, and 
Emily Elaine Ruziska 
McFalls and husband 
Eddie of Fuquay 
Varina, NC; and eight 
grandchildren, Barbara 
and Rose Ruziska, 
Elizabeth, Alexandra, 

and Catherine Tiddy and 
Samuel, Thomas, and 
Isabelle McFalls. Jill is 
survived by her favorite 
honorary son, Paul 
Viglianco. He shared 
many special times with 
the family and was loved 
like one of their own.

Jill is a graduate of 
West Virginia University 
with a Bachelor of 
Science in Physical 
Education and a Masters 
in Vocational Education 
from Marshall 
University. Jill attended 
all WVU football and 
basketball games for 
many years and was 
a true WVU fan. She 
loved to sport her coon 
skin cap on the sidelines 
as she cheered on the 
Mountaineers.

Jill was a well-loved 
teacher in Harrison 
County for over 30 years. 
She started her teaching 
career at Lumberport 
Middle School. During 
her tenure she taught 
at South Harrison 
High School where 
she coached basketball 
and track and field. 
Jill graduated from 
Roosevelt Wilson and 
later worked as a teacher 
and coach at the school. 
As a student Jill was a 
cheerleader and member 
of the 4-H club. As a 
teacher she coached 
basketball, volleyball, 
and tennis. She also 
served as the Student 
Council Advisor. Jill 
ended her teaching 
career at Bridgeport 
High School where 
she coached volleyball 
and served as student 
council advisor. Jill was 
Executive Director of 
Student Council for the 
state of West Virginia 
for many years and 
accompanied several 
students to state and 
national conferences. 
Throughout her life 
Jill was dedicated to 
teaching and mentoring 
children. Whether she 
was teaching swimming 
lessons, working 
with students in the 
classroom or mentoring 
students through Student 
Council, Jill focused on 
future generations. Her 
impact is felt by many in 
the community and will 
be her legacy for many 
years to come.

The family would like 
to thank Dr. Kelly Nelson 
and his nurse Debbie 
for their continued 
guidance and support. 
Their compassion and 
dedication allowed the 
family to care for Jill 
at home throughout her 
journey. The family 
is also thankful for 
Amedisys Hospice 
whose care and direction 
served as welcome 
solace as Jill transitioned 
into her final days Jill 
had several dedicated 
caregivers; Holly 
Proctor and Anna Dodd 
cared for her from the 
beginning and helped 
the family understand 
dementia and its effect 
on their loved one. They 
are forever grateful for 
the attention and care 
afforded to Jill.

Jill loved her family 
and her community. 
She wore many hats 
and worked to make a 
difference with the youth 
around her. She taught 
bible school, served 
as a United Methodist 
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CAREER
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING!  Become a Medical Of-
fice Professional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work in 
months!  Call 877-635-0244. The Mis-
sion, Program Information and Tuition 
is located at CareerTechnical.edu/con-
sumer-information.  (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

HEALTH/MEDICAL
LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING,  
memory care, or independent living? A 
Place for Mom simplifies the process of 
finding senior living at no cost to your 
family. Call 1-888-918-8270  today!

STROKE AND CARDIOVASCULAR 
DISEASE are leading causes of death, 
according to the American Heart Asso-
ciation. Screenings can provide peace 
of mind or early detection! Contact 
Life Line Screening to schedule your 
screening. Special offer - 5 screenings 
for just $149. Call 1-855-915-3562 

DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943 

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
Life Insurance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Get 
your FREE Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-405-3412 www.

dental50plus.com/press #6258

APPLYING FOR SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY or Appealing a Denied 
Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our 
case managers simplify the process & 
work hard to help with your case.  Call 
1-844-448-0317 FREE Consultation. 
Local Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Bro-
ward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

GREEN ROADS’ PAIN RELIEF 
CREAM. Great for backaches, arthritis, 
muscle aches & more. Get pain relief 
exactly where you need it most. Use 
code: PAIN to get three FREE gifts! 
Visit http://greencbdtoday.com/wvpress

INTERNET/TV
4G LTE HOME INTERNET Now Avail-
able!  Get GotW3 with lightning fast 
speeds plus take your service with you 
when you travel!  As low as $109.99/
mo! 833-586-1598

DIRECTV Stream - The Best of Live 
& On-Demand On All Your Favorite 
Screens. CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. Stream on 20 de-
vices in your home at once. HBO Max 
included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Pack-
age or higher.) No annual contract, no 
hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. 
Call IVS 1-855-656-0296 

DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite Need-
ed. $40/month. 65 Channels. Stream 
Breaking News, Live Events, Sports & 
On Demand Titles. No Annual Contract. 
No Commitment. CALL 1-855-767-
6026

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 Chan-
nels! Blazing Fast Internet, $19.99/
mo. (where available.) Switch & Get 
a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE 
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-736-4350 

EARTHLINK HIGH SPEED INTER-
NET.  As Low As $49.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed Fi-
ber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 

Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-866-305-7264

HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTERNET 
- 25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! Get 
More Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST 
download speeds. WiFi built in!  FREE 
Standard Installation for lease custom-
ers! Limited Time, Call 1-877-567-2866

MISCELLANEOUS
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - 
No payments for 18 months!  Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available.  Call: 
844-601-2044

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful 
New Blinds & Shades.  FREE in-home 
estimates make it convenient to shop 
from home. Professional installation.  
Top quality - Made in the USA.  Call for 
free consultation:  877-802-8381.  Ask 
about our specials!

HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE, 
Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 Penn-
sylvania Ave., Charleston, WV. Call 
(304) 541-9139 for an appointment.  

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a GENERAC home stand-
by generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options.  Request a 
FREE Quote. Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-844-901-2301

THE GENERAC PWRCELL, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installation ser-
vices available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no obligation, 
quote today. Call 1-833-310-1895 

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-844-295-2840

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today any of three easy ways:

Call classifieds at this Newspaper
 

Or WVPA at 1-800-235-6881 or Visit www.wvpress.org
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The ShinnSTon newS & harriSon CounTy Journal 
wants to hear from YOU! 

Send tips, letters to the editor, 
and guest opinion columns to:  

n e w s a n d j o u r n a l @ y a h o o . c o m .

money. “I believe in fundraisers. I 
believe that fundraisers still work,” 
Dytzel said. Splash plads vary in price; 
according to the News and Sentinel, 
one in Parkersburg cost $1.3 million.

Dytzel also wants to push to lower 
rent for business owners because 
she thinks it will help attract more 
businesses into the city. In order to do 
so, she said she wants to reach out to 
the building owners in which the local 
businesses reside to discuss lower 
rental rates.

She also said she plans to push 
for tax incentives to benefit local 
businesses. She said, “I am open to 
all tax incentives to hear them out…
but each tax incentive that would be 
implemented needs a limit, and no 
program would exist more than two 
years without the council revisiting 
its value or work.” As for how to pay 
for them, she said she would have to 
review current expenditures before 
making any cuts or adjustments.

She said she is pushing for the 
demolition of dilapidated buildings 
for the safety of the community in 
hopes the absences of these structures 
will deter crimes like drug trafficking. 
To accomplish that goal, she said 
she would reach out to the property 
owners to work with them and make 
doing so a priority. If working with 
these private owners does not appear 
to work, she is not opposed to taking 
legal action to remove the hazardous 
buildings. 

Dytzel said, “I don’t want to be a 
complainer but a doer. Shinnston has 
everything it needs. Let’s capitalize on 
what we do have. I would love to see 
these empty buildings put to good use 
whether it be the potential of a local 
business or to be torn down and made 
alive again. Fresh and new.”

Dytzel said she aims to foster unity. 
If elected, she is excited to work with 
the council as a team. She said, “We 
have all the things. We just need to 
start creating.”

As for expanding city limits through 
annexation, Dytzel said, “I feel like 
we have property in town that we can 
capitalize on…I would love to expand, 

but we need to work on what’s in our 
town first.”

Dytzel said she would love to see 
the Murphy building used for a roller-
skating rink  because she thinks it will 
draw families to the area and create 
more revenue. In reference to cost, 
she said her ideas for the building are 
still in the works, and she is not sure 
whether or not the skating rink should 
be city owned or family owned. 
However, she believes it would be 
more feasible for a private, unified 
team to fund the acquisition and 
restoration of the building to turn it 
into a skating rink. Dytzel said she is 
aware it is difficult to discuss funding 
plans regarding the Murphy building 
until she knows all the numbers. “We 
can’t really know until we know how 
much it is…I think it is so sad that 
somebody would hold on to it and just 
let it sit in town,” Dytzel said. The city 
sold the building at auction in 2019 for 
$27,000, according to The Exponent 
Telegram.

Dytzel said she has also toyed with 
the idea of revamping it into an event 
center for showers or receptions. She 
said that the Murphy building should 
be something that draws families back 
to the town, and she wants to see kids 
having fun again.

The city is currently pursuing water 
plant upgrades as well as expansion 
of wastewater operations to areas 
outside the city, with help from 
federal COVID-19 relief funding and 
the Greater Harrison PSD. Dytzel 
expressed concern for increasing 
water and sewer rates due to planned 
upgrades. She is aware that one of the 
biggest complaints from citizens is 
that the water is priced too high, so if 
the updates “tack on to the water bills 
of the people in Shinnston” then she is 
not fond of the upgrades taking place 
at the moment. City Manager Chad 
Edwards has said some residents are 
relying on septic systems, and that line 
breaks are common.

Dytzel is a mother of three and she 
and her husband are active members 
of the community and in their church, 
The Warrior’s Chapel, in downtown, 
where they have been active with 
charity work.

down and raise their family here.
Sayers said her interest in running 

for City Council stemmed from her 
involvement with city groups, including 
the Frontier Days Committee and the 
Shinnston Development Authority 
Committee, which recently cataloged 
every building that needs demolition 
or renovations. Sayers said she wants 
to be involved in making the city more 
appealing to residents and outsiders, 
and she believes that the best way to 
improve downtown Shinnston is to 
become directly involved.

Asked about dilapidated structures, 
Sayers said she is interested in West 
Virginia University’s BAD Buildings 
Model program. According to WVU’s 
website, WVU provides assistance to 
city officials and volunteers who apply 
and are selected for that program. 
Shinnston participated in that program 
in 2018, also according to WVU’s 
website; Sayers said she’d like to see it 
expand. 

Sayers said that once the buildings 
that need demolition and renovation 
have been addressed, she believes that 
more business owners will migrate 
to Shinnston. “Because if it’s more 
appealing, more businesses will want 
to come here,” she said. “People will 
want to build new buildings, and people 
already want to live here, so let’s make 
it the best that we can.”

According to The Exponent-Telegram, 
Shinnston sold the Murphy building, 
which continues to become more 
unsound, at auction for $27,000 in 2019. 
Sayers said she wants to get the building 
back in the hands of the city so it can 
be renovated, and she has hopes for it to 
be a communal center for the city. The 
Shinnston News reported at the time that 
following the development of a business 
plan by WVU students, consultants gave 
the city a rough estimate of $841,000 to 
fix up the building and get occupants.

As for other dilapidating structures, 
Sayers said she thinks the owners need 
to be approached and held accountable 
for the upkeep of their property, and she 
is also interested in utilizing state funds 
that assist in demolition at no cost to the 
city or the current owners. 

If elected, Sayers said she would 

reach out to other business owners and 
ask if they have thought about moving 
to or opening up another location in 
Shinnston.          Sayers also supports 
tax incentives to new businesses. She is 
in support of the idea of the city giving 
businesses a break on their B&O taxes 
in exchange for the business owners to 
update their buildings. “If we can give 
them a break on their B&O, I’m all for 
that. So that way we can make the city 
look more appealing,” Sayers said. B&O 
taxes are a significant revenue source for 
the city, making up about $380,000 of 
the city’s $1.96 million budget.

She also says that she completely 
supports annexation, expanding city 
limits through the purchase of nearby 
property, because not only will it be 
beneficial to Shinnston, but the assets 
of Shinnston like the police and fire 
departments will benefit the surrounding 
areas like Lumberport and Enterprise. 
Sayers said, “I think the more the 
merrier.”

As for the expansion of wastewater 
operations to other areas outside of 
Shinnston, and upgrades to the water 
plant Shinnston, Sayers is in full support 
of City Manager Chad Edward’s plan 
for these systems. Edwards has said 
that while these updates are needed as 
lines deteriorate, they will likely result 
in future debt and possibly an increase in 
sewer rates. Sayers said the updates will 
alleviate future sewer issues, although 
she added she is cautious of potential 
debt.

Sayers also believes that the 
Department of Highways needs to 
do something about Route 19 and 
plans to press them to fix the portion 
that goes through Shinnston, as well 
as the crosswalks that are no longer 
functioning.

Sayers said, “I want voters to know 
that I’m here for them. My door at 
Home Style is open all the time. They 
can stop in and talk to me any time. A 
lot of people know where I live, so if it’s 
something super important, come knock 
on the door.” She also said that she is 
more than happy to talk to anybody 
and discuss anything. “I just want all of 
them to know that what they think really 
matters, and I’m here to help along the 
way,” said Sayers.

Submitted by Fairmont State 
University

The Fairmont State University 
Board of Governors met May 18 to 
discuss matters relating to University 
President Mirta M. Martin’s 
contract. After exiting executive 
session, the board voted to end 
Martin’s contract effective July 18, 
2022. All presidential powers and 
responsibilities were transferred to 
current Provost and Vice President 
of Academic Affairs, Dr. Dianna 
Phillips.

The Board vote was not unanimous, 
with staff representative, Jon Dodds, 
and student representative, Maiya 
Bennett, voting against terminating 
Martin’s contract. Fairmont State 
University Board of Governors 
Chairman, David Goldberg, abstained 
from the vote. 

“Fairmont State University has a 
longstanding history of strong and 
transformative leadership,” Goldberg 
said. “Each of our 26 presidents has 
left a unique and distinct mark on the 
Falcon Family and President Martin is 
no different. Through her passionate 
and energetic leadership, Dr. Martin 
achieved all of the goals set before 
her by the board. The university has 
returned to a strong financial position, 
more than 36 certificate, major, minor 
or concentrations at the undergraduate 
and graduate levels have been created 
and enrollment is trending up for the 
fall semester. And none of us will 
ever forget Dr. Martin’s leadership 
throughout the COVID-19 pandemic 
when the world was forced to make 
unprecedented decisions in order 
to keep our communities safe and 
moving forward.”

Through an afternoon e-mail 
to campus on May 17, Martin 
announced that she did not intend to 
seek renewal of her contract that was 
set to end on December 28. 

Martin said she began to consider 
this decision during the winter 
holidays and although it was a tough 
and emotional decision to make, she 
feels this is the right next step for her 
and the University. 

“I am so incredibly blessed to have 
already served in this role for nearly 
five years. During this time, Fairmont 
has become my home, and the Falcon 
family, my family,” Martin stated. “It 
is an honor and an absolute privilege 
to serve all of you. It is also my honor 
to serve this institution and the state 
of West Virginia as your president, as 
president of the Council of Presidents, 
and as president of the board of the 
Mountain East Conference.”

The board will immediately begin 
the process of a national presidential 
search through the services of 
higher education recruitment firm 
AGB. Additional steps include 
the forming of a search committee 
to include members of the board, 
students, faculty, staff, alumni and 
the community, the announcement 
of a presidential search timeline, and 
eventual on-campus interviews. 

“As we look ahead to the future, 
the board stands ready to ensure a 
continuity of leadership and support 
for our students, faculty and staff,” 
said Goldberg. “The board will be 
seeking input from all areas of our 
Falcon Family as we set the criteria 
for our next president.”

As the process moves forward, 
information and updates can be 
found at www.fairmontstate.edu/
presidentialsearch.

“Dytzel” From Pg 1. “Sayers” From Pg 1.

Fairmont State Board of Governors 
ends president’s contract

Early voting for the Shinnston 
Municipal Election on June 7 will

take place at Shinnston City 
Hall at 43 Main Street, Shinnston 
starting

May 23, through Friday, May 27, 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., according 

to a news release from City Clerk 
Kathleen Panek. Saturday early 
voting also takes place Saturday, 
May 28 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

These same hours will apply May 
31 through June 4.

Early voting begins
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Submitted by Debra Herndon

The Woman’s Club of Shinnston resumed its 
monthly meetings in April. The club heard a report 
from the nominating committee and voted on 
officers for 2022-2024.  

The club also voted to sponsor Brenna Wilfong to 
Girls State and heard a report on a small scholarship 
the club awards.  President Debra Herndon, Bice-
Ferguson museum director, presented a program 
on various historical recipe booklets.  Herndon 
highlighted the role of women in advertising and 
promoting various food products through the years 
and how food was affected by the World Wars, the 
Depression and the invention of various products.

The May meeting began with the installation of 
officers, with member Connie Leuliette conducting 
the ceremony.  Those officers are Treasurer Mary 
Ann Spadafore, Corresponding Secretary Judy 
Wilson, Recording Secretary Wanda F. Ashcraft, 
Second Vice-President Carrie Mancino, First Vice-
President Deborah Starkey and Co-Presidents 
Mary Ann Ferris and Debra Herndon.

Speaking at the meeting were Brendan Gallagher 
and Maria Cusack of The Soapbox and Black & 
Teal Concepts.  The guests spoke on their vision 
to provide a venue for arts and culture.  They also 
work with the city to promote the community and 
organize events, such as Wind Down Wednesdays.

In the business meeting, members heard that 
the rummage sale held for building maintenance 
went very well.  There are plans for the annual 
Bean Dinner to return on Wednesday, October 26 
to benefit club programs.  A scholarship winner 

was selected.  North Central District President 
Mary Ann Spadafore reported on State and District 
matters.  A covered-dish dinner was enjoyed by all.

Those attending the meetings not previously 
mentioned were Viviane Spagnuolo, Donna Mick, 
Kathleen Panek, and Chad Edwards.

Anyone wishing to join the Woman’s Club of 
Shinnston (now in its 100th year) can contact 
any member or call or text Co-President Debra 
Herndon at 304-677-6650.

(304) 371-3512
1428 S. Pike St., Shinnston

Adam T. Perine - L.I.C.
Patrick A. Kovalck - Licensed Director

City manager: this summer, 
please be considerate

By Chad Edwards
City Manager

 It may not feel 
like it, but the first day 
of summer, June 21, 
is just a few weeks 
away. As June rapidly 
approaches, I’d like 
to make the following 
requests. 

• Please be considerate of your neighbors and 
keep your grass mowed. Some people do 
not care for snakes and high grass is a snake 
magnet. High grass and weeds are also a real 
eyesore. 

• When you mow, please keep the grass 
clippings out of the road. First, it is a safety 
hazard for motorcycle riders. Second, every 
summer we pave roads. Last year, we were 
inspecting paving jobs, and on at least two 
streets, there were grass clippings tarnishing 
the sleek appearance of newly paved roads. 
Remember, it’s your money paying for that 
paving. 

• On the same note, make sure to keep grass 
clippings and debris out of the storm drains. 

• Keep your trash contained and covered. 
Trash attracts varmints, yellow jackets, and 
other unwanted creatures.

• Feel free to have a firepit. Just make sure it is 
contained and has a cover. Don’t have open 
fires or burn brush in city limits. 

• The pool opens Memorial Day weekend 
(May 28). Please do not leave your children 
unattended. We will have plenty of lifeguards 
on staff, but they cannot replace parents, 
family members, and guardians.

Finally, we here at the City of Shinnston wish 
everyone a safe, healthy, and fun summer. It will 
be gone in the blink of eye, so get out and enjoy it!

Road paving approved
During the May 9 Shinnston City Council 

meeting, council members approved the following 
list of roads to pave this summer. The roads will 
not necessarily be paved in this order, said City 
Manager Chad Edwards.

• Beechwood Street
• Oakwood Street
• Stretch from Bridge Street to East Street
• Norma Lane
• Monroe Street
• Vincent Street

- staff reports

Woman’s Club meetings resume

Members of the Woman’s Club, posing for a photo here, recently resumed meetings. Pictured, from left 
to right: Connie Leuliette, Wanda F. Ashcraft, Deborah Starkey, Mary Ann Ferris, Judy Wilson, Mary 
Ann Spadafore, Carrie Mancino, Debra Herndon. In April and May, they heard presentations from Debra 
Herndon, Bice-Ferguson museum director, and Brendan Gallagher and Maria Cusack of The Soapbox and 
Black & Teal Concepts. Courtesy photo.

Brendan Gallagher, right, and Maria Cusack, present 
to the Woman’s Club during its May meetings. Their 
Shinnston-based company, Black & Teal Concepts, 
assists the city with marketing efforts. Courtesy 
photo.

Summer STEM program planned
Submitted by Debbie Starkey
Lowe Public Library Director

A STEM program, sponsored by staff members 
of Clarksburg-Harrison Public Library, will be 
offered at Lowe Public Library on June 13, June 
27, July 11 and July 25. From robots, coding, 
and virtual reality to 3D creations, there will 
be something for kids and teens of all ages. The 
program will be in the morning, but at this time, 
no definite time has been set. Please check later for 
more information. 

The summer reading program begins on June 9 
and will end on July 14 –There is still time to sign 
up!

June Events
• June 9- summer reading program begins. 

Call for day and time.
• June 13- STEM Program

• June 21-The Hungry Book Club: We will be 
discussing “The Book Lady of Troublesome 
Creek” by Kim Michelle Richardson. 
Please bring a recipe and copy to share and 
be entered into a drawing. New members 
welcome!

• June 20- closed for West Virginia Day.
• June 27-STEM program
• The Thursday toddler group will meet at 1 

p.m. every week.
• Please call 304-592-1700 during open hours 

for more information.
Best-sellers available at this time include: “22 

Seconds,” James Patterson; “Dream Town,” 
David Baldacci; “Run Rose Run,” Dolly Parton 
& James Patterson; “The Homewreckers,” Mary 
Kay Andrews (on order); “The Last Thing He Told 
Me,” Laura Dave; and “The Investigator,” John 
Sandford.

Odds and ends
• Lincoln High School band members will 

perform a percussion ensemble in the high 
school auditorium at 7:30 p.m. on June 2. 
Admission is $5.

• The opening day for the Shinnston Municipal 
Pool is May 28. 

• Lincoln High School’s DECA-FBLA group 
recently finished the last mile of Adopt-A-
Highway and collected 20 bags of trash.

• Flowers are in bloom at the Shinnston 
Community Garden. Raised beds were also 
recently donated. 
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Mathew Jeffrey Kerns 
is the son of Jeffrey L. and 
Lisa Kerns and the grandson 
of Nancy and the late Roy 
L. Kerns of Clarksburg, and 
the late Marilyn Greenlief 
of Fairmont, as well as 
the Late Fred Greenlief of 
Milwood. 

Mathew is a member of 
DECA/FBLA, Key Club, 
Nation Honor Society, 
National Technical Honor 
Society, Student Council 
Executive Committee, the Quiz Bowl Team, was the class 
historian his freshman and sophomore year, and has been 
the class president since his junior year. He serves as a 
secretary in Key Club and National Honor Society. 

He is also a member of the Lincoln Cougar Marching 
band, as well as percussion ensemble. During his time 
with the drumline, Mathew placed in the international 
drum conference at PASIC (Percussive Arts Society 
International Convention). 

Mathew has qualified for the PROMISE Scholarship 
and has received the Scholarship of Distinction from 
WVU. He was the academic student of the six weeks his 
junior year and has received many Top Scholar certificates. 
Mathew has maintained honor roll throughout his high 
school career while taking rigorous courses such as AP 
courses and Dual Enrollment Courses. He will graduate 
with about 16 College Credit Hours. 

During Mathew’s time as a DECA/FBLA secretary/
treasurer/president, he has received multiple awards 
from DECA and FBLA. Mathew has won the school two 
FBLA Battle of The Chapters first-place awards, as well as 
placing first in the FBLA State competition twice, winning 
in cybersecurity. He also placed third this year during the 
DECA State competition, winning in Business Law and 
Ethics. 

He will be certified in all Microsoft Office Applications 
by the time he graduates. 

Mathew plans to attend WVU in the fall with a double 
major in neuroscience and communication sciences with 
an emphasis in health sciences. He then hopes to attend 
graduate school at WVU for neuroscience.

Grant Roger Cheuvront 
is the son of David and 
Mary Cheuvront and 
the grandson of Roger 
and Sharon Cheuvront 
and Robert and Anne 
Bevacqua. 

Throughout his four 
years at Lincoln, Grant 
has earned a spot on the 
perfect honor roll due to 
his exceptional grades. He 
has taken many college-
level classes throughout 
high school, which will have 
earned him 18 college credit hours upon graduation, and 
he has received Top Scholar in classes. 

Grant has been a member of DECA, Drug Free Club, 
Ping Pong Club, Escape Room Club, Key Club, and 
National Honor Society. He has also been a three-year 
member of the varsity baseball team.

Outside of school, Grant enjoys boating, skiing, and 
baseball. 

Grant has plans to attend West Virginia University 
this fall to study civil engineering.

Taryn Harley Freeman 
is the daughter of Matthew 
and Wendy Freeman 
and the granddaughter 
of Dave and Cynthia 
Freeman of Shinnston, 
as well as John Stier II 
of Clarksburg, and Lisa 
Sutton of Clarksburg. 

Taryn is a four-year 
member of the band and 
a three-year member of 
the band’s color guard, 
and four-year member of 
the varsity soccer team 
and varsity track team. 
She has also been the 
junior and senior class 
historian. She is also 
a member of National 
Honor Society and Key 
Club.

Taryn has qualified for the PROMISE scholarship 
and has received the Scholarship of Distinction at 
WVU. She has also received many top scholars 
and perfect honor roll and she is certified in all four 
Microsoft Office Applications. She has maintained 
honors while also taking several rigorous honor, AP, 
and dual-enrollment courses. She will be graduating 
with around 16 college credit hours.

Taryn also enjoys attending church when she is 
not in school. She is a member of Lifepointe Church 
in Clarksburg and is a member of their youth group 
too. When there she enjoys helping out with their 
children’s ministry.

Taryn plans to attend WVU in the fall to major in 
exercise physiology. Then, once she earns enough 
credits, she is going to apply to their occupational 
therapy program with hopes of becoming a certified 
occupational therapist.

Lincoln High School has named students of the month 
for April and May.

Kallie Shingleton is 
the daughter of Chris and 
Tracy Shingleton of Wyatt 
and the granddaughter 
of Minda and the late 
Bill Shingleton of Wyatt 
and Betty and the late Ed 
Hustead of Lumberport. 

Kallie is a two-year 
member of the dance line, 
where she served as co-
captain; was a member 
of the softball team; and 
played “Dorothy” in this 

year’s musical, “The Wizard 
of Oz.” She is National 

Honor Society president, student body vice president, 
Key Club senior board member, a member of Student 
Body Executive Committee, and a member of the Drug 
Free Club. 

Outside of school, Kallie enjoys baking, working 
on her family farm, spending time with her family 
and friends, serving on mission trips, and singing on 
the worship team at Covenant Family Church. As for 
her future plans, Kallie has been accepted to Fairmont 
State University where she plans to study healthcare 
management and nursing.

Swiss Steak

Submitted By Debra Smith

Swiss steak is one of those dishes I associate 
with comfort; I grew up having this dinner on 
Sunday evenings, and it has become a family 
favorite dinner option.

We love the incredible flavor, and with the 
higher cost of food, we appreciate that an 
inexpensive cut of steak can become a tender 
and delicious meal!

I cook this Swiss steak recipe in the crock pot 
for about six hours, and dinner is ready to be 
served when I get home from work.

When preparing your Swiss steak, make 
sure to tenderize the steaks with a mallot style 
tenderizer.

Ingredients:
1 ½ pounds round steak
½ cup flour
½ teaspoon paprika
½ teaspoon garlic powder
½ teaspoon pepper
2 Tablespoons olive oil or as needed
2 onions, chopped
2 carrots, chopped
1 can diced tomatoes with juice, 28 ounces
1 can beef broth, 10 ounces
1 Tablespoon Worcestershire sauce
1 Tablespoon cornstarch (optional)
Instructions:
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Using a meat 

mallet, pound meat to ½” thickness. Combine 
flour, Paprika, garlic powder, pepper & salt 
to taste. Dredge meat in flour mixture. Heat 1 
Tablespoon of olive oil over medium heat in 
dutch oven, or skillet.  Brown steaks on each 
side (adding additional olive oil if needed). Set 
aside. Place onion and carrot in the bottom of the 
crock pot. (Or Dutch Oven). Top with browned 
steaks. Add remaining ingredients except for 
cornstartch. Cover and cook for about 4-6 hours.

Serve over mashed potatoes, rice, or egg 
noodles for a delicious comforting meal.

Note* If you prefer a thicker tomato gravy, after 
cooking, remove beef from the pot. Combine 
cornstarch with 1 Tablespoon water. Bring to a 
boil, stirring constantly until thickened.

Remember, readers, if you have a favorite 
recipe that you would like to share, we welcome 
your submissions. E-mail your recipe to us at 
debra@mountainmedianews.com. And don’t 
forget to stop by your local Price Cutter to 
purchase all of your cooking and baking needs.

Lincoln High Students of the Month
Submitted by Holly Hawkins 
Assistant Principal

Grant Roger Cheuvront

Kallie Shingleton

Mathew Jeffrey Kerns

Taryn Harley Freeman

Lincoln High School students compete in the 
state track meet May 18 and 19 in Charleston. 
Courtesy photos. 


