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American Legion Auxiliary Unit 31, 

Shinnston, received several plaques and 

awards at a statewide convention earlier this 

month.

The American Legion Auxiliary Department 

of West Virginia held its 100th convention 

July 7-9 at the Doubletree by Hilton in 

Huntington.  The convention is called for the 

purpose of electing officers for the ensuing 

year, amending the Department Constitution, 

receiving reports of Department officers and 

chairmen, and for the transaction of such other 

business as may properly come before it.

Seven members of American Legion 

Auxiliary Unit 31, Shinnston attended the 

convention, including two past department 

presidents.  Unit 31, Shinnston brought home 

several plaques and awards in the category of 

units with at least 151 members.

These included the traveling plaques for Unit 

Chaplain’s Report, History, Poppy Membership, 

Public Relations, Community Service, Field 

Service and Auxiliary Emergency Fund.  They 

My fi rst car
With all the discussion about the price of gas, 

I thought back to 1969 when gas was 34 cents a 

gallon and a fi ll-up was rarely over $6 or $7. I was 

working at Blair Motor Supply in Clarksburg during 

my summer break from college. A car was a luxury 

for a young college student and freshmen were not 

allowed to have a car on campus. As I came into 

work one day, Bud Morris, the manager of Blair 

Motor, said, “Hey, I think I found you a car!” An 

elderly lady had passed away and the heirs to her 

estate were going to sell her belongings, including 

a 1960 Ford Falcon with only 9,000 miles on it. 

I couldn’t believe my ears and asked him, “How 

much are they asking for it?” $50, he said. Even in 

1969, $50 was about as low a price as you could 

ask for a car, especially one that was in excellent 

condition, with low mileage.

It was going to take a few months to get all 

the lady’s aff airs in order, so I patiently waited 

throughout the summer. I had purchased some new 

fl oor mats and was ready to climb in my new ride 

and head back to Morgantown for my second year 

of college. Unfortunately, the bank realized what a 

prize they had in the car and decided to take bids 

for the car. I reluctantly bid $199 and learned that 

the winning bid was $250. My hopes were dashed. 

By Maralisa Marra

City Clerk and owner of Shinnston’s beloved 

Gillum House Bed & Breakfast, Kathleen Panek, 

or better known as Shinnston’s cheerleader, has 

dedicated the greater portion of her life to serving 

the Shinnston community. 

Her unceasing love and dedication to the 

betterment of the city is infectious. Not only is 

she our leading advocate in what Shinnston has to 

off er the world, but she is an advocate for what the 

Mountain State brings to the table, as well. 

In 1996, Panek and her husband purchased the 

Gillum house from the Harris family who were the 

heirs after the Gillums. Panek said she knew she 

eventually wanted to own a bed and breakfast. 

“I walked in that house, and it screamed, ‘Stop 

looking. I’m yours,’” Panek said. 

Ever since, she has hosted guests from all 

over the world—France, England, North Wales, 

Germany, Spain, Hong Kong, Singapore, Canada, 

Mexico, and the list continues.

The Gillum house was built in 1912 and 

purchased by Troy Gillum in 1918, according 

to Panek. She has made it a point to keep the 

house’s roots alive. There are three rooms each 

with a signifi cant name: The Gillum Room, Rosi’s 

Room, and The Harris Room. The Gillum Room 

features the original clawfoot bathtub in its ensuite 

bathroom while Rosi’s Room is named after the 

Gillum’s third and last child who was born in there 

during the war years. The Harris Room pays tribute 

to the Harris family who purchased the house from 

the Gillum family.

As Panek devotes attention to opportunities 

available in Shinnston and West Virginia, she takes 

See “Hunt” on Pg 3.

See “Convention” on Pg 9. See “Citizen” on Pg 3.
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BUILDING
AMAZING CITIES

By JIM HUNT
author, speaker, consultant

The Shinnston News & Harrison County Journal 
has named Kathleen Panek as Citizen of the Month, 
a recognition sponsored by Dorsey Funeral Home 
in Shinnston – locally owned and operated.

Panek named Citizen of the Month

City clerk, B&B owner 
is advocate for state

Kathleen Panek, city clerk, innkeeper and active 
volunteer, is the Citizen of the Month. 

Kathleen Panek, Citizen of the Month at right, works 
in Shinnston’s community garden with volunteer 
Alexis Herndon.

Submitted by Betsy Turner

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 31, Shinnston 

held a covered-dish dinner at 6 p.m. followed at 

7 p.m. by the installation of offi  cers for the 2021-

2022 Auxiliary year on Thursday, July 21 at 

American Legion Post 31.

Roxie Nicholson, past Department president, 

American Legion Auxiliary Department of West 

Virginia, performed the installation.

Offi  cers for the coming year are Marsha 

Duckworth, Unit 31 president; Parry Jenkins, 

fi rst vice president; Carla Wilfong, second 

vice president; Margaret Yost, secretary; Roxie 

Nicholson, treasurer; Karen Flanigan, sergeant-at-

arms; Dortha Parsons, historian and Betsy Turner, 

chaplain.

During the regular meeting, highlights of the 

100th Convention and upcoming events were 

discussed.  There was also a presentation by 

Brenna Wilfong about the DECA club, which 

prepares students to be leaders and entrepreneurs, 

and a special project for homeless veterans this 

club would do in partnership with Unit 31.

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 31, Shinnston, installed new offi  cers Thursday, July 21. Pictured from 
left to right are Dortha Parsons, historian; Betsy Turner, chaplain; Roxie Nicholson, treasurer; Marsha 
Duckworth, Unit 31 president; Carla Wilfong, second vice president; and Margaret Yost, secretary.  Not 
pictured are Parry Jenkins, fi rst vice president, and Karen Flanigan, sergeant-at-arms.

American Legion installs new officers

Legion members awarded at 100th convention

Members of American Legion Auxiliary Unit 31, Shinnston, attend the American Legion Auxiliary Department of 
West Virginia’s 100th convention in Huntington. From left to right, in the front row, are members Dortha Parsons, 
Karen Flanigan, Roxie Nicholson and Marsha Duckworth.   Back row:  Kim Mellie, Carla Wilfong and Margaret Yost.
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Guest Column
By Charlotte Lane 

THIS WEEK IN

West Virginia History

July 28, 1915: Frankie Yankovic was born 

in Davis, Tucker County. Yankovic did more to 

popularize polka music than any other performer. 

July 29, 1873: Malcolm Malachi “Mack” 

Day was born. As sheriff  of McDowell County, 

he claimed that God had called him to enforce 

Prohibition, even arresting an uncle and his own 

son.

July 29-31, 1915: Camp Good Luck, believed 

to be the world’s fi rst 4-H club encampment, was 

held at Elkwater in southern Randolph County. 

July 29, 1918: Novelist Mary Lee Settle was 

born in Charleston. Her literary reputation rests 

on the “Beulah Quintet,” a sequence of fi ve 

historical novels spanning four centuries. 

July 30, 1973: The Frederick Hotel in 

downtown Huntington closed to transient trade. 

After it was built in 1905, it was touted as the 

most elegant hotel between Pittsburgh and 

Cincinnati. 

July 31, 1932: Actor Theodore Crawford 

‘‘Ted’’ Cassidy was born in Pittsburgh but was 

raised in Philippi. He was best known for his 

role as Lurch on “The Addams Family.”

Aug. 1, 1921: Baldwin-Felts detectives shot 

and killed Sid Hatfi eld and Ed Chambers as they 

approached the McDowell County Courthouse 

in Welch. As Matewan’s police chief, Hatfi eld 

had assisted the United Mine Workers campaign 

to organize Tug Fork miners.

Aug. 1, 1940: Justice Franklin Cleckley was 

born in Huntington. He was the fi rst African 

American to serve on the West Virginia Supreme 

Court of Appeals. In 2001, the Supreme Court 

referred to Cleckley’s handbooks on evidence 

and criminal procedure as ‘‘the bible for West 

Virginia’s judges and attorneys.’’

Aug. 2, 2009: Golfers Sam Snead and Bill 

Campbell became the fi rst two inductees into the 

West Virginia Golf Hall of Fame.

Aug. 3, 1897: Fire destroyed much of 

downtown Lewisburg. The town was rebuilt and 

evolved in the next century into the hub of one 

of the state’s major farming areas and a center 

for education and the arts.

Aug. 3, 1907: Harley Orrin Staggers Sr. was 

born in Keyser. Staggers served in the U.S. 

House of Representatives for 32 years.

e-WV: The West Virginia Encyclopedia is a 
project of the West Virginia Humanities Council.  
For more information contact the West Virginia 
Humanities Council, 1310 Kanawha Blvd. E., 
Charleston, WV 25301; 304-346-8500; or visit 
e-WV at www.wvencyclopedia.org.

Utility scams can happen to 
anyone

Anyone can be targeted for a utility scam 

– including the Chair of the Public Service 

Commission.

That’s right; recently I was at home when my 

phone rang.  My caller ID indicated the call was 

coming from Scott Depot.  When I answered, 

the caller told me I was behind on my electric 

bill and unless I made payment over the phone 

the power company was going to terminate my 

service in 45 minutes.

I was so shocked and startled I actually 

questioned whether I could be delinquent on my 

bill.  When I told the caller I was sure I had paid 

the bill he hung up on me. I then called the power 

company and was told my bill was current and I 

had been the intended victim of a scam they are 

seeing all too frequently in our area.

So let’s go over the basic steps to take to avoid 

being a victim.

Don’t ever give out your Social Security 

number, birthdate, mother’s maiden name, credit 

card or bank account numbers, driver’s license 

number or any personal, identifying information 

to an unsolicited caller.

If you have not had any prior notice of an 

outstanding bill and someone calls claiming to 

represent your utility company, says your bill is 

seriously past due and threatens to shut off  your 

service if you don’t pay immediately, hang up.  

It’s a scam.

If someone asks for payment on a prepaid 

debit or gift card, hang up.  It’s a scam.

If someone threatens you on the phone, hang 

up.  If they come to your door and threaten you, 

don’t let them in.  Lock the door and call the 

police.  

These criminals are ruthless and, unfortunately, 

the practice is becoming all too common.  Protect 

yourself.  If you believe you have been the 

victim of a utility scam, immediately report it to 

the police and then contact your utility company.

Frank Yankovic, “America’s Polka King,” 
helped bring Slovenian-style polka into national 
prominence, according to the National Cleveland 
Style Polka Hall of Fame and Museum. His biggest 
hits were “Just Because” in 1948 followed by “Blue 
Skirt Waltz”; both sold more than two million 
copies. He received the fi rst Grammy Award in the 
polka category in 1986.



July 28, 2022 - Aug 3, 2022 3

N&J Briefs
FROM AROUND HARRISON COUNTY

This calendar of events listing is provided 
free of charge to churches and nonprofi t 
organizations. Please submit your listing two 
weeks prior to the event. Send via email to 
newsandjournal@yahoo.com.

Back to School Bash
Friday, August 5 

4:30 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Ages 4 -18

Clarksburg-Harrison Public Library lawn

404 W. Pike St., Clarksburg

Join us on First Fridays for free backpacks, 

school supplies, and connecting with local 

organizations. 

Registration not required

Indoor yard sale
Saturday, Aug. 6

St. Ann’s Catholic Church

610 Pike St., Shinnston 

8 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Hot breakfast until sold out

Used book sale
July 25-Aug. 13

Tuesday- Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

West Virginia Heritage Crafts

exit 115 I 79 Quiet Dell Grade School

304-622-3304

Used book sale
July 7-July 29

Monday-Friday 11 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Saturday 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Bridgeport Public Library

1200 Johnson Ave. Bridgeport

304-842-8248 

Lunch at the Library
Weekdays, July - August 12 

Free lunch, 12 p.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Kids 18 years & under

Clarksburg-Harrison Public Library

404 W. Pike St., Clarksburg

Registration is not required. Drop-ins 

welcome.

Please do not leave your children unattended.

Hot wing eating contest
Aug. 24, 6 p.m. at Buff alo Wild Wings

45 Betten Court, Bridgeport

United Way fundraiser

Organizers looking for local bosses for 

“who’s the boss” theme

Register or sponsor a contestant at https://

www.unitedwayhdc.org/civicrm/event/

info?reset=1&id=187 by Aug. 24. 304-624-6337

“Hunt” From Pg 1.

“Citizen” From Pg 1.

Although I was disappointed, I kept an eye out for 

another low-priced car and happened on another 1960 

Ford Falcon. It was a station wagon and was not nearly 

as nice as the fi rst one. It needed a paint job and new 

tires, but my dad agreed to help me, and I bought it for 

$200. We pulled it into the backyard and started sanding 

the body and getting it ready for a new paint job. I had 

never worked on a car before and knew very little about 

sparkplugs, valve covers and brake pads. My dad was 

a pretty good mechanic, and we slowly got the car 

repaired and ready to paint. A friend of my dad painted 

cars and he came over one night and painted the car in 

the backyard. We put the bumpers back on and snapped 

some of the chrome on the sides and it was ready for its 

new tires. 

It looked pretty good, and I headed back to 

Morgantown with my new ride. I was living in the 

fraternity house on top of one of the biggest hills in 

Morgantown and as I headed up the hill, the little 

4-cylinder engine made it part way up before slowly 

drifting backward. After heading back down the hill, I 

realized that I would need to build up a head of steam 

before tackling the hills. 

Only a few guys had cars back then and my little blue 

Falcon was used regularly to go to the store or for the 

occasional beer run. My parents had told me not to let 

anyone else drive the car but like a lot of things, I had 

to learn this the hard way. One of my fraternity brothers 

asked to borrow my car to pick up a keg of beer. I was 

a little nervous but felt relieved when I saw him pulling 

up in front of the fraternity house. I then heard a loud 

crash and the breaking of glass, and I realized that the 

keg had rolled into the rear window and smashed the 

glass into a million pieces. 

The 1960 Ford Falcon lasted for about two years, 

and I ended up selling it for about what I had in it. 

While it didn’t have seat belts, automatic windows, air 

conditioning or many other features, it holds many great 

memories and I often think back to those days with a 

smile on my face.

guests to explore the city of Shinnston and surrounding 

areas such as wineries, trails, and state parks. 

Not only does Panek show guests what makes 

Shinnston so special, but she makes sure all of the 

food she serves is locally grown and harvested. She 

purchases eggs and honey as well as meats from locals. 

She also said she sells mugs thrown by local potter 

Riffl  e Pottery out of Cowen, as well as West Virginia 

Fruit and Berry jams and jellies. 

“I try to promote West Virginia as a whole,” Panek 

said, “I’ve done a lot of roaming around, so I know 

where to tell people to go [in West Virginia].” 

Panek also grows a variety of herbs and fruits in her 

own garden to serve. 

The Gillum House just celebrated its 26-year 

anniversary on July 3. 

Aside from being Shinnston’s innkeeper, Panek 

fi nds the time to volunteer through many other outlets. 

She previously served on City Council and religiously 

attended every council meeting and still does. Since 

2009, Panek has also served as Shinnston’s city clerk.

She attends all the Municipal League conferences 

and said, “I close for the days that I’m going to be out 

of town at a conference. I just shut down the place [The 

Gillum House], and I do what needs to be done for the 

city.” Panek runs every municipal election and makes 

it a point to work all the other elections held, as well. 

Panek is a current member of the Shinnston Garden 

Club and the Woman’s Club; she is a past president of 

both clubs. She also fi ts in an hour each week for St. 

Ann’s Blessed Margaret of Castello Adoration Chapel. 

Panek is a member of the base team of the Shinnston 

Community Garden, which donates all produce to The 

Lord’s Pantry. 

“The involvement with the community garden is 

something that I’m fairly pleased with,” she said. 

“Everything that is grown and harvested gets weighed, 

logged in, and then taken over to The Lord’s Pantry, 

and they distribute it.” 

She is also a lifetime member of the Shinnston 

Historical Association.

“I’m everywhere,” she said.

Panek also donates to and supports school fundraisers 

and purchases fruit from Lincoln High School’s band. 

Panek said she spearheaded the B&Bs for Vets 

program in Shinnston and took it nationwide in 

2010. According to the website, “The B&Bs for Vets 

program is designed to thank our nation’s veterans and 

active military for their service. This program has been 

in operation for 14 years and during that time Bed & 

Breakfasts, Inns and other unique lodging properties 

across the United States and Canada have off ered 

thousands of complimentary room nights to active-

duty military and veterans.”

 Participating lodging professionals provide free 

lodging for one night on or around Veterans Day. 

Panek began the program in Shinnston in 2008. 

She also fi nds time to serve on the advocacy 

committee for the National Bed and Breakfast 

Association, and she is a board member and treasurer 

of the North Bend Rails to Trails Foundation. 

Aside from everything else, Panek has been a 

member of the Shinnston Community Band since 

1996, and in December of 2021, she joined the 

MCPARC Community Band of Marion County. 

“I push Shinnston as much as I can,” Panek said, “I 

support everything I can.” 

Past Shinnston City Manager Amy Wilson refl ected 

on Panek’s service to the community.

“One of the things I admire most about Kathleen is 

her love for our community and our state,” she said. 

“When I fi rst met her, she proudly declared herself 

as the city’s point of contact for tourism, recreation, 

and hospitality, providing resources, positivity, and 

assistance any way that she could. She’s such a selfl ess, 

dedicated advocate not only for the City of Shinnston, 

but for the state of West Virginia.”

Kathleen Panek, Citizen of the Month and member of 
the MCPARC Community Band of Marion County, 
prepares for a street concert in Fairmont June 11. 
“These are the ‘toys’ I played in the percussion 
section – often several plus the suspended cymbals 
in the same song,” she said. She also plays in the 
Shinnston Community Band.

Breakfast is served at the well-known Gillum House 
Bed & Breakfast in 
Shinnston, owned by 
Kathleen Panek.

The Gillum Room at the Gillum House Bed & 
Breakfast in Shinnston, owned by Kathleen Panek, 
includes a king bed. The private bathroom also has a 
claw-foot tub and shower.
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An untold story of the Italian 
Festival offi  ce locations and the staff 

Once the charter had been written and fi led with 

the secretary of state, a board had been appointed 

for the festival, and a date had been set for the real 

work to begin.

It was readily accepted that there would need to 

be a good mix of individuals who could support 

the festival fi nancially and those who were able 

to volunteer their services in many diff erent areas. 

In setting up the original board and those that 

followed, studies were made to fi nd individuals 

who could lend support in building, bookkeeping, 

legal, authenticity, fundraising and many other 

areas. Soon it became very evident early on that the 

festival would need a paid staff  and a permanent 

location.

This is the story I hope to document for you now:

In 1979 Jay Rockefellow was governor, Dan 

McCarthy was county commissioner, Arch 

Benninger was mayor, and Patsy Trecost was city 

manager. With very few months to get the fi rst 

festival on the street and limited funds, Merle 

Moore, a festival founder and the director of the 

Clarksburg Harrison Library Found room in the 

local library, and with the approval of the library 

board, the fi rst festival offi  ce was headquartered in 

the library. 

Any place there was room, festival work was 

done that fi rst year with most of the board and 

committee meetings held in the library conference 

room or at the Waldomore. After a search was 

initiated, it was decided to hire Bob Kovacevich of 

Beckley as the coordinator, and he was assisted by 

Loretta Mazzei from Bridgeport. 

They were the team that led all the volunteers 

to a successful fi rst festival. James D. Larosa, 

a Clarksburg businessman, served as the fi rst 

chairman of the board of directors. After the fi rst 

festival, because of limited funding and a decision 

not yet made as to whether we needed a year-round 

offi  ce, Kovacevich wrapped up the fi rst festival 

and headed back home.

After the wrap up session was held by the board, 

it was agreed to fi nd a year-round offi  ce and staff  

it. In 1980, the offi  ce moved to the corner of Main 

Street and Monticello on the fi rst fl oor of the old 

A&P store. 

Once again, Larosa was elected as chairman of 

the board. It was agreed to appoint Lenora Riley of 

Clarksburg as the coordinator, and she was assisted 

by Mary Weege Vargo and John Peters. 

Board meetings were held in the conference 

room of the Larosa offi  ces on Buckhannon Pike, 

and then, in the new offi  ce space. The offi  ces and 

the staff  remained the same in 1981, but after that 

year’s festival, Ewel Coronet was hired as the 

executive director. Donna Jordan was appointed to 

handle the public relations, and she compiled the 

souvenir book that year.

In 1982, the offi  ce was moved, for fi nancial 

reasons to the upstairs of 343 West Pike Street in 

downtown Clarksburg. Cornett remained as the 

director and he was assisted by Rebecca Kimmons 

who handled marketing and the souvenir book.

In 1983, the offi  ce was located in the Galleria 

Mini Mall on Main Street in Clarksburg. John 

Manchin of Farmington served as chairman, and 

Russell Bonasso of Fairmont was the president of 

the board. The offi  ce remained in the same location 

for the 1984 festival with Manna as the director, 

but the board had elected Victor Gabriel as its 

chairman.

In 1985, a fi nancial crunch hit the festival, and 

the offi  ce was closed, so there was no longer a 

paid staff . Thought was given to no longer having 

a festival. With the guidance of Louis Spatafore, 

Merle Moore, and Rosalyn Queen, board members 

agreed to serve as volunteer coordinators after fi ve 

of the founding fathers put up the fi nancial backing 

to make the festival solvent.

Gabriel was still serving as the board chairman. 

The Harrison County commissioners donated a 

six-by-six room on the fi fth fl oor of the Harrison 

County Courthouse where business was conducted 

by a volunteer staff . Arch Moore was serving as 

governor of our state.

With the offi  ce still located in the courthouse, 

and after a fi nancially successful festival, the board 

elected Queen as its chairman and hired a secretary 

to do the day-to-day business. Sandy Williams was 

the new secretary for the year of 1986 alongside 

Queen. 

To be continued…

Until next week, “Now You Have Heard It 

Through The Grapevine.”

GRAPEVINE
By Rosalyn Queen
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or within an EVM purchase. Valid at the Shinnston McDonald’s only.

Cash value 1/20 of 1 cent LwC. Must present this coupon prior to ordering.

BOGO* Quarter 
Pounder with 

Cheese Sandwich  
Expires August 5, 2022

*BOGO - Buy One Get One Free

• DIRECTV STREAM SM CARRIES THE MOST REGIONAL SPORTS NETWORKS
RSNs are not available in all areas and may vary by zip code and package.

• THE BEST OF LIVE TV AND ON DEMAND ON ALL YOUR FAVORITE SCREENS

• NO ANNUAL CONTRACT. NO HIDDEN FEES

• STREAM ANYTIME, ANYWHERE (on your phone, tablet & TV)
Available only in the U.S. (excl. Puerto Rico & U.S.V.I.). Req’s compatible device & data connection. Limited to 3 concurrent out-of-home streams.

• SIGN UP AND START STREAMING INSTANTLY

$8999†

MO.

CHOICE™ PACKAGE
90+ Live TV Channels

No annual contract
Price subject to change.

+ tax

†As compared to other streaming services. Regional sports networks are not available in all areas and may vary by ZIP code and package.

CARRIES THE MOST LOCAL 
MLB® GAMES†

855.656.0296
IV Support Holdings

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer!

*DIRECTV STREAM: Service subject to DIRECTV STREAM terms and conditions (see directv.com/legal/). Requires high speed internet. Minimum internet speed of 8Mbps per stream recommended for optimal viewing. 

Compatible device req’d. Residential U.S. customers only (excludes Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands). Your DIRECTV STREAM service renews monthly at the prevailing rate, charged to your payment method on 
file unless you cancel. New customers who cancel service in the first 14 days will receive a full refund. Otherwise, no refunds or credits for any partial month periods or unwatched content. However, once 

you’ve cancelled, you can access DIRECTV STREAM through the remaining monthly period. Regional Sports and Local Channels: Regional Sports available with CHOICE and above. Not available in select areas. 

Channels vary by package and billing region. Device may need to be in billing region in order to view. Taxes: State and local taxes or other governmental fees and charges may apply including any such taxes, fees or 

charges assessed against discounted fees or service credits. Limits: Offers may not be available through all channels and in select areas. Programming subject to blackout restrictions. All offers, programming, 
promotions, pricing, terms, restrictions & conditions subject to change & may be modified, discontinued, or terminated at any time without notice. See directv.com/stream/ for details. ©2022 DIRECTV. 

DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks are trademarks of DIRECTV, LLC. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

August 5-7
Haddad Riverfront 

Park
Charleston, WV

multifestwv.org

Saturday
Jon B.

Tony! Toni! Toné!

Sunday
Chingy

Featuring
Friday
Mýa

GUARANTEED Life 
Insurance up to $15,000.00

Modified Whole Life Insurance from Physicians Life Insurance Company

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies.  Benefits reduced first two years. 
Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN). 

6236

Call for FREE Information

1-888-217-5559
or go to life55plus.info/wv

�You’ll also get a FREE 
Final Wishes Planner!

• Cash to help pay funeral or other  
 final expenses

• Guaranteed acceptance ages  
 45 to 85*

• No medical exam, no health  
 questions

FINANCING AVAILABLE WITH APPROVED CREDIT

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-844-803-1282

Submitted by Betsy Turner

American Legion Post 31 and the American 

Legion Family (Auxiliary, Sons and Riders), 

particularly American Legion Auxiliary Unit 

31, were honored to host American Legion 

Auxiliary National President Kathy Daudistel 

on July 1.  American Legion Auxiliary 

Department of West Virginia President Cathy 

Post was also on hand for the festivities.

President Daudistel was greeted at Post 31 by 

Acting Commander Tom Jenkins and Patrick 

Kovalck, who was Shinnston mayor at the time, 

and members of American Legion Auxiliary 

Unit 31.  Acting Commander Jenkins presented 

Daudistel with an American Legion Post 31 

t-shirt and a Post 31 license plate.  Auxiliary 

Unit 31 and Third District President Carla 

Wilfong presented her with a wooden cheese 

board and accessories that had been crafted 

in West Virginia.  During this time auxiliary 

members also were able to discuss auxiliary 

initiatives and programs with the national 

president.

Following the presentations, Unit 31 served 

a luncheon of ham and chicken salad finger 

sandwiches, fruit salad and dessert. 

After lunch, the group went to the Clay 

District Veterans Memorial where Duadistel 

and Post honored veterans with a wreath-laying 

ceremony

In addition to visiting with Shinnston’s 

American Legion Family, the national president 

was scheduled to travel to Middlebourne for the 

dedication of Post’s special project, the Gold 

Star Mothers Living Memorial, on July 2.

Local Legion welcomes national president

American Legion Auxiliary National President 
Kathy Daudistel, left, was welcomed by Shinnston 
Councilman Patrick Kovalck, right, to Shinnston 
earlier this month.

American Legion Auxiliary National President Kathy 
Daudistel visited American Legion Post 31 in Shinnston 
earlier this month. Pictured, from left, are Daudistel, 
Acting Commander Post 31 Tom Jenkins and American 
Legion Department of West Virginia President Cathy Post.
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Words of Wellness
By Jill Fratto

Life & Health Coach
jillfratto@gmail.com

//  Russell Biundo, MD
//  Nathan Berry, DO
//  Richard A. Douglas, MD
//  Allan H. Fergus, MD
//  Annas Sabbagh, DO
//  Gobind Pratap Singh, MD
//  Bill D. Underwood, MD, Ph.D.

UHC Neurosurgery, Spine, and Pain Center
681-342-3500 // wvspinecenter.com

THIS IS 
WHERE...
HEALING  
BEGINS

Individuals suffering from brain 
and spinal disorders and those 

experiencing pain and motor 
function can access the most 

advanced care in one location:  
UHC Neurosurgery, 

Spine, and Pain Center.  

UNITED HOSPITAL CENTER

Love your neighbors, now more 
than ever

We are all connected. As I write this, our 

world is mourning on so many levels. We may 

sometimes feel disconnected by viewing the 

news or social media as we are inundated with 

negative, tragic events. But tragedy reminds us 

of the love that exists every day in our hearts as 

we reach out to help friends and neighbors in 

need. 

In West Virginia, we have a special connection 

as Mountaineers. We support each other and hold 

each other up. It’s important now that we model 

this not only in our own communities, but in our 

world at large. I still believe that love is stronger 

than hate and I believe now we are called more 

than ever to love our neighbors on all levels. 

Information pushed on social media and by news 

outlets can make us feel anger, separation, and 

depression, but I assure you, love is all around 

us. 

Take the opportunity to unplug from every 

update that comes across your phone. Live 

through your day noticing the love and kindness 

that still prevails. I was on a training call with 

nearly 300 people from all over the county last 

week. I could feel the love and amazing energy 

as people connected and I realized that most 

people want to do good and feel good. 

We need to let that light shine, rather than 

focusing on negative events that are happening. 

They will still happen, but we can counteract the 

negative in the world by sending out positive, 

loving energy. That’s it. You don’t have to 

organize a protest or sign a petition. Just be kind 

to all who cross your path every day.

A Course in Miracles, a self-study program in 

spiritual psychology, shares a formula for healing 

that stands out to me during these challenging 

times:

See perfection where others see limits.

See wholeness where others see brokenness. 

Love while others fear.

While we may feel like crying or feeling sorry 

for those who have been impacted by loss, they 

will benefi t more by us rising up and sending 

them love, light, and prayers. Use your good 

fortune to send positive energy to those who 

need it most. No one benefi ts from feelings of 

fear or pity, but they will benefi t from love. 

Visualize your love showering those who need it 

and holding them in their time of need. We can’t 

always be there physically to help those in need, 

but we can all make the same spiritual impact.

Let’s share the love, Mountaineers.

Mon Health proposes 
Bridgeport hospital
Mon Health System announced, in a news release last 

week, that it has fi led a formal application for a certifi cate 

of need to build and operate a new state-of-the-art small 

format hospital in Bridgeport.

The project cost is estimated to be $22.5 million. The 

hospital, which would serve the greater Harrison County 

community, will be built at Charles Pointe in Bridgeport, 

according to the news release.

Charles Pointe is a $1.5 billion planned community 

located on 1,700 acres in the city of Bridgeport.

“We believe that this is the perfect solution for 

Harrison County and surrounding communities,” said 

David Goldberg, president and CEO of Mon Health 

System. “Because many Harrison County communities 

already know and trust Mon Health for their medical 

care, we look forward to opening this new hospital to 

keep healthcare local to our patients.”

Mental health 
conference planned

The Depression and Bipolar Support Alliance of 

West Virginia is hosting an annual conference on 

Aug. 27 in Morgantown.

It will be held at the Euro Suites Hotels starting at 

10 a.m., according to a news release. Doors open at 

9:45 a.m. 

The registration fees include $25 for members of 

the general public, $10 for affi  liate members, $10 

for students and free for attendees on Zoom.

Automatic closed captions will be used on Zoom. 

Automatic sign language interpreters will be on 

hand at the event. 

Lunch is included.

Proof of full vaccination is required and may 

be shown at the door or emailed in advance 

to conference.wvdbsa@gmail.com. The CDC 

considers fully boosted people those who’ve received 

recommended boosters; more information is 

available at https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html.

For more information, email conference.

wvdbsa@gmail.com.

Marion County COVID-19 death reported
The West Virginia Department of Health 

and Human Resources (DHHR) reports as of 

July 25, 2022, there are currently 3,159 active 

COVID-19 cases statewide. There have been 

two deaths reported since the last report, with 

a total of 7,123 deaths attributed to COVID-19. 

DHHR has confirmed the deaths of an 82-year 

old male from Marion County and a 92-year old 

female from Berkeley County, according to a 

news release.

“As we face another day in this difficult 

time of COVID-19, we must renew our efforts 

to practice the prevention measures that can 

stop the spread of this deadly virus,” said Bill 

J. Crouch, DHHR Cabinet Secretary. “Please 

schedule your vaccine or booster shot today.”

CURRENT ACTIVE CASES PER COUNTY, 

AS OF MONDAY: Barbour (20), Berkeley 

(160), Boone (59), Braxton (18), Brooke 

(15), Cabell (164), Calhoun (8), Clay (11), 

Doddridge (11), Fayette (102), Gilmer (5), 

Grant (16), Greenbrier (60), Hampshire (17), 

Hancock (36), Hardy (26), Harrison (111), 

Jackson (36), Jefferson (52), Kanawha (347), 

Lewis (29), Lincoln (46), Logan (81), Marion 

(102), Marshall (57), Mason (54), McDowell 

(55), Mercer (189), Mineral (50), Mingo (50), 

Monongalia (192), Monroe (35), Morgan 

(14), Nicholas (65), Ohio (44), Pendleton (7), 

Pleasants (5), Pocahontas (17), Preston (42), 

Putnam (113), Raleigh (163), Randolph (18), 

Ritchie (11), Roane (22), Summers (18), Taylor 

(22), Tucker (5), Tyler (9), Upshur (48), Wayne 

(42), Webster (26), Wetzel (22), Wirt (8), Wood 

(173), Wyoming (51). To find the cumulative 

cases per county, please visit coronavirus.

wv.gov and look on the Cumulative Summary 

tab which is sortable by county.
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The Bottom Line
By Bill Nestor

Sports Editor

From The World of
Parks & Recreation

By Doug Comer

TTeeee  IItt  UUp By Bill Nestor
Sports Editor

Tiger competes at The Open
The fi nal major golf tournament, The British Open, 

took place a couple of weeks ago. It was the thrill 

tournament this year that Tiger Woods has played in, 

and not surprisingly, they were major tournaments. 

It is remarkable that Woods could even compete 

considering the injuries that he sustained in a single 

vehicle car crash on February 23, 2021. Woods had 

open fractures to both the tibia and fi bula in his right leg. 

He also suff ered serious foot and ankle injuries which 

caused the 15-time major champion to proclaim this 

was the most painful thing that he has ever encountered. 

That says a lot considering Woods has had fi ve back 

surgeries including a spinal fusion surgery fi ve years 

back. These injuries equaled countless hours of rehab 

and more hours in an ice bath than most of his peers 

spend on the practice range. 

Woods, at 46 years old, is chasing his dream. Since 

a young age, Woods has had his sights set on a record. 

Jack Nicklaus won 18 major championships and has 

long been viewed as the best golfer of all time. Woods 

has been in hot pursuit of that mark since he turned pro, 

winning his fi rst major, the Masters, at age 21. 

His most recent win was, once again, the Masters in 

2019 which snapped an 11-year slump. The decade plus 

one draught was a direct result of the above-mentioned 

health issues. 

The spinal fusion surgery was a huge success and it 

allowed him to put in the work to get back into form. 

It appeared as if everything was falling into place and 

Woods would make a strong push towards the Golden 

Bear’s mark. 

Then came the car crash just when it seemed he was 

back to his old form. It was devastating to Woods on so 

many levels. Most of his time is spent trying to overcome 

the aftereff ects of the accident. It takes everything he 

has in the tank and it leaves no opportunity to fi ne tune 

his game. 

He desperately needs to log some valuable 

competitive rounds. This year he has only fi nished all 

four rounds in a tournament once. 

Most recently, he missed the cut at The British Open. 

The old course is special to Woods. He had claimed 

The Open title there twice and he wanted to give it 

another go, not just because it was the 150th Open, but 

because he might not have another opportunity to play 

this venue again. 

It will be fi ve to seven years before it returns, and 

there is no guarantee Woods will be able to play 

competitively that far down the road. 

There is some speculation that this could be his last 

tournament. Could you blame him for hanging it up 

after all that he has endured? The drive is there, and 

he wants to win now as much as ever, so it does not 

seem to be the end of the road. He also has additional 

motivation: his children. He wants to win for them, and 

it also aff ords him a chance to display hard work and 

dedication on a daily basis. Practicing what you preach 

is always a good move, especially when it comes to 

parenting. 

Catching Nicklaus might be a long shot, but another 

win or two could be in the cards for Woods. Counting 

him out is never a good idea, and besides, what a great 

story it would be.

That will do it for now. Until next week…take care 

and God Bless! 

This week’s edition of “Tee It Up” landed at 

the Bridgeport Country Club. The course is a 

par 72 that ranges 6,398 yards. 

The front nine is slightly shorter but not by 

much. The big daddy is the first hole, a 572-

yard par 5. The back side starts the same way 

with a 551-yard par 5. Hole 13 is a challenging 

par 3 that ranges 230 yards. It is a fan favorite 

among members. 

Multiple tees promise a fun and challenging 

round for golfers of all skill levels. Bentgrass 

tees and green, smooth fairways, punishing 

rough, and fast greens are trademarks of this 

course that set it apart from others in the area. 

Friendly and knowledgeable staff, a nice 

practice area, and a top-notch 19th hole are 

huge pluses at this venue. Membership also 

has its advantages such as use of the pool and 

tennis courts. 

The entire facility is well-kept and the 

attention to detail is what stands out on this 

golf tract. 

The sense of pride there is overwhelming, 

and the members know what they have in their 

club. 

The Bridgeport Country Club offers 

something for everyone, and a round of golf 

there always provides a great day on the links!

Sharks conclude successful season

From left, standing, are Maggie Guthrie, Marra Johnson,  Amelia Romano, Lila 
Barnes, Isabella McGrady, Addyson Tharp. Camryn Shingleton is in front, sitting.

Submitted by Tonya Barnes

The Shinnston Sharks swim team 

achieved several fi rst-place fi nishes 

and a meet record at the fi nal swim 

championship earlier this month.

On July 15 and 16, 43 members 

of the Shinnston Sharks swim team 

competed in the North Central West 

Virginia Summer Swim Championship 

in Buckhannon. Fourteen teams 

competed in 120 events over the two-

day swim meet. Overall, the team 

fi nished with over 130 top 10 fi nishes.

The boys relay team for the 15 – 18 

age group, Quade Harris, Matthew 

Smith, Owen Guthrie, and James Hadjis 

achieved overall fi rst-place fi nishes in 

both the 200 Meter Free Relay with a 

time of 1 minute 43 seconds and the 

200 Meter Medley Relay with a time 

of 1 minute and 53 seconds, a new 

meet record. Guthrie fi nished second 

in overall points in the boys 15 -18 

category. 

The girls relay team for the 15 

– 18 age group achieved overall 

second-place fi nishes in the same two 

relays. The 200 free relay team was 

comprised of Marra Johnson, Amelia 

Romano, Maggie Guthrie, and Camryn 

Shingleton who fi nished the event in 2 

minutes and 6 seconds. The 200 Meter 

Medley was completed in 2 minutes 

and 21 seconds with Addyson Tharp 

replacing Maggie Guthrie in the lineup. 

Romano fi nished tied for third in overall 

points in the girls 15 – 18 categories. 

Jaxon Kufner fi nished with an 

impressive fi rst-place fi nish in the 

25-meter fl y with a time of 26.05 

seconds in the boys 7/8-year-old 

category. 

Samuel Lipps of the boys 9/10-year-

old category fi nished fi rst in the 

50-meter backstroke. 

In the 100-meter backstroke for girls 

13/14, Lila Barnes earned fi rst place 

with a time of 1 minute 21.29 seconds. 

Other notable performers were 

Isabella McGrady, earning second-

place medals in both the 200 Individual 

Medley with a time of 2 minutes 25.59 

seconds and the 50-meter fl y with 

a time of 34.41 seconds and Colton 

Key who fi nished in the top 3 in 6 of 

7 events. 

The Sharks swim at the Shinnston 

City Pool and are coached by Rick 

Johnson and Sonia McGrady. 

Jaxon Kupfer

Samuel LippsLila Barnes with coach Sonia McGrady

Clarksburg City Parks and 

Marion County Parks and 

Recreation have operated under 

the West Virginia Code working 

as an autonomous government 

department relying on a board of 

directors to help make the area 

park programs what they are 

today.

Through the help of levy dollars 

and revenues generated through 

rentals, pools, entertainment, and 

other various means to generate 

dollars, these departments have 

historically made major impacts 

on the communities they call 

home.

There are many more departments 

like these throughout the nation 

that operate separately from their 

city or county governments when 

it comes to planning, scheduling, 

and improving the parks and its 

programs. The government’s 

role involves human resources, 

payroll, and retirement, as well as 

information technology and other 

variants needed to help with the 

day-to-day operations.

In the 1970s, Harrison County 

Parks developed a Parks 

Commission in order to follow the 

guidelines of the code and work 

under similar fashions as many 

in the area do today. Yet, over 

the years, the Parks Commission 

slowly transformed from a 

commission to an advisory board.

As many have read in the 

newspapers or seen on television, 

the County Commission wants 

to shift those responsibilities 

back to the Parks Commission 

Board in hopes to keep things 

consistent to the wording of the 

recent Levy, which passed earlier 

this year, saying that the dollars 

distributed will go directly to the 

parks and recreation department 

under the Harrison County Parks 

Commission.

When dealing with something of 

this magnitude, legal departments 

from both the County and Parks 

Commissions expressed great 

interest in how things would fall 

into place.

In recent meetings over the 

past four months, many questions 

arose between the counsels of all 

parties involved.

The protection of the current 

employees and how their status 

would change, the properties 

involved and how they would 

be operated, and the decision-

making process on future parks 

projects were all questioned. 

Since the inception of making 

these changes, the first discussion 

was of a memorandum of 

understanding laying out all the 

details involved between the two 

parties.

In the initial MOU drawn up by 

the County Administrator and the 

Commission’s Legal Department, 

there were a few topics that needed 

to be addressed, discussed, and 

amended before all parties could 

reach an agreement. To stress, 

all meetings have been very 

professional, and they are very 

close to drawing a final document 

to appease all parties.

They hope to have all this laid 

to rest well before Labor Day.

Parks Director Mike Book has 

been down this road during his 

40 plus years of tenure with the 

county. Depending on the County 

Commission or the Parks Board, 

things have been back and forth 

between the two.

In the end, both parties agree that 

all things done are for the benefit 

of the community, especially the 

kids.

Both are strong supporters of the 

summer parks programs, Energy 

Express, and the school-year 

enrichment programs. All have 

major impacts on the community 

and those who have worked with 

the department have expressed 

their positive comments to all 

parties and what our department 

means to them.

When all is done and settled, 

the goal is to continue to provide 

a safe and friendly place for 

families to meet, kids to play, 

and for people of all ages to have 

some form of recreation.

Both commissions have been 

influential in the success of where 

the parks department is today and 

will continue to strive to exceed 

the mission statement of the parks 

and recreation department.

Parks Commission faces big changes 
moving forward with HCPR
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Adam T. Perine - LIC
Patrick A. Kovalck - Licensed Director

Dorsey  Funeral Home

LOUIE MALE,
Owner/Licensee-In Charge 

701 South Pike Street, Shinnston, WV 26431
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Harmer Funeral Home
  Shinnston, WV · 592-2500

  www.harmerfuneralhome.com
Jay D. Harmer, LIC, 

Jacob A. Harmer, Licensed Funeral Director

Obituaries

A 1910-era postcard displays a small waterfall at Meadowbrook.  Photo 
courtesy of Bobby Bice.

John Rudolph 
Chrastina 

John Rudolph 

Chrastina, 87, of 

Shinnston, passed away 

on July 8, 2022 at the 

Behavioral Health 

Pavilion in Mercer 

County. He was born in 

Enterprise on October 

31, 1934, to the late John 

and Bernice McDaniel 

Chrastina.

He was retired from the 

United States Air Force.

In addition to his 

parents, he is preceded 

in death by six brothers: 

Kent Chrastina, William 

“Bill” Chrastina, 

Roger Chrastina, 

David Chrastina, Larry 

Chrastina, and James 

Chrastina; one sister: 

Bernice S. Davis; and 

one sister-in-law: Janice 

Chrastina.

John is survived by 

two daughters: Jody 

Gandy of Gilbert of AZ 

and Kimberly Gambino 

of Troy, MT; two 

granddaughters: Jennifer 

Novick and husband Clay 

of Gilbert, AZ and Julena 

Gandy of Cedaredge, 

CO; two grandsons:  

Travis Gambino and wife 

Jennifer and Andrew 

Gambino, all of CA; two 

great granddaughters: 

Nautika Larson of 

Cedaredge, CO and 

Zoe Gambino of CA; 

one great grandson: 

Duke Gambino of CA; 

one brother: Leonard P. 

Chrastina of Dallas, TX; 

four sisters: Arlene Durbin 

of Dallas of TX, Carol 

Heldreth of Shinnston, 

Barbara Fidellow and 

husband Edward of El 

Salvador, South America, 

and Betty Gibson and 

husband Robert of WA; 

and several nieces and 

nephews.

Graveside services 

were held on Friday, July 

22, 2022, at 11 a.m. at 

the Enterprise I.O.O.F. 

Cemetery. Military 

Honors were provided 

by the US Air Force and 

Harrison County Honor 

Guard.

Dorsey Funeral Home 

is honored to be handling 

the arrangements for the 

Chrastina family.

Constance P. 
Paternostro Pennacchio 

Constance Patricia 

Paternostro Pennacchio, 

88, of Stonewood, passed 

away on Saturday, July 

16, 2022, at her residence.

Constance was born on 

March 17, 1934, in New 

York, NY, a daughter of 

the late Frank and Anna 

Moscato Paternostro.

She is survived by 

her two sons: Frank 

Pennacchio and his wife 

Donna of Stonewood 

and Joseph Pennacchio 

of New York, NY; three 

grandchildren: Christine 

Tortora and her husband 

Paul of NJ; Melissa 

Matheny and her husband 

Robert of Bridgeport; and 

Amanda Pennacchio of 

Fairmont; as well as her 

treasured companion: her 

dog Molly.

She was preceded in 

death by her two sons: 

Ross and Nicholas 

Pennacchio; sister, Carol 

Paternostro; and brother, 

Joseph Paternostro.

Constance was a 

dedicated mother and 

grandmother and loved 

spending time with her 

dog Molly.

Family and friends 

called at the Amos 

Carvelli Funeral Home, 

201 Edison Street, Nutter 

Fort, WV, on Tuesday, 

July 19, 2022, from 4-6 

p.m. where a service was 

held at 6 p.m. with Pastor 

Doug Sands presiding.

In keeping with her 

wishes, Ms. Pennacchio 

was cremated following 

the service.

A service of Amos 

Carvelli Funeral Home.

Robert Lee Beatty

Robert Lee Beatty, 54, 

passed away at 11:45 

p.m. Sunday, July 17, 

2022, at WVU Medicine 

Ruby Memorial Hospital 

in Morgantown. He was 

born May 3, 1968, in 

Clarksburg. He was a son 

of the late Dale and Jesse 

Carroll Beatty.

Surviving are his 

children: Adrian Fornash 

of Sardis and Mistyazia 

Bolyard and her husband 

Ryan of Grafton; 

grandchildren: Bryson 

Starkey, Gracelynn 

Starkey, and Audrianna 

Keener; his siblings: 

David Beverly and his 

wife Crystal of Wallace, 

Russell Cross and his 

wife Rhonda of FL, and 

Wilford Reynolds and 

his wife Kathy of GA; 

and several nieces and 

nephews.

Robert was a truck 

driver and was last 

employed by RDR 

Energy. He enjoyed 

riding his four-wheeler, 

hunting, driving around 

listening to music, and 

playing basketball when 

he was younger.

The family received 

friends at the Perine 

Funeral Home, 1348 S. 

Pike St., Shinnston, from 

11 a.m. until the time of 

the funeral service at 2 

p.m. on Friday, July 22, 

with Pastor Tim Sandy 

offi  ciating. Interment 

was in the Lion’s Club 

Cemetery in Lumberport. 

The Perine Funeral Home 

is honored to serve the 

Beatty family.

Barbara “Jean” 
Stalnaker

Barbara “Jean” 

Stalnaker, 90, of 

Clarksburg, passed 

away on July 18, 2022, 

in Fairmont. She was 

born on June 21, 1932, 

in Weston, a daughter of 

the late James Goff  White 

and Mabel Woofter 

White.

Jean was an upbeat 

and happy person, and 

she was very personable 

and selfl ess. Early in her 

career she worked for the 

phone company and also 

worked in Real Estate 

with Preferred Properties. 

She was a member of 

CWA, Communications 

workers of America, 

and Telephone Pioneer 

retirees. She also enjoyed 

collecting beautiful 

things.

She is survived by two 

sons: Richard F. Stalnaker 

of Clarksburg and Kevin 

Stalnaker and his wife 

Melissa of Mannington; 

four grandchildren: 

Kelsey Joy, Hannah 

Stalnaker, Zachery 

Stalnaker, and Thomas 

Stalnaker; three great 

grandchildren: Anna, 

Maddie, and Landon Joy; 

one brother: John White 

of Seattle, WA; along 

with several nieces and 

nephews.

In addition to her 

parents, Jean was also 

preceded in death by 

seven brothers and sisters 

and by the love of her life, 

her husband of 38 years, 

Richard F. Stalnaker, who 

passed away in 1991.

The family received 

friends at Davis Funeral 

Home, 124 Olen Thomas 

Drive Clarksburg, on 

Wednesday, July 20, 

2022, from 4-7 p.m. 

Funeral Service was held 

at the Funeral Home 

Chapel on Thursday July 

21, 2022 at 11 a.m. with 

Reverend Jim Malick 

offi  ciating. Davis Funeral 

Home is honored to serve 

the Stalnaker family.

Fairmont State and 

the Tygart Valley 

United Way have 

partnered for the 

second consecutive 

year to host the 

Fairmont State Day of 

Action, which aims to 

provide a community 

service component 

to the University’s 

Welcome Week 

programming.

The Day of Action 

will take place on 

Sunday, August 

7 from 12:30 – 4 

p.m. All students, 

employees and alumni 

are encouraged to 

participate in the 

service projects 

taking place off-

campus, benefitting 

several agencies 

throughout Fairmont 

and surrounding 

communities.

“This wonderful 

day of volunteerism 

connects individuals 

with the community 

in which we work and 

live,” said Fairmont 

State University 

Director of Career 

Services & Civic 

Engagement, Susan 

Rodriguez. “We are 

excited to once again, 

have the opportunity 

for our campus 

community consisting 

of students, employees 

and alumni to support 

the needs of our local 

United Way agencies.”

Participants will 

have the option to 

choose projects 

including Celebration 

of Lights display 

repairs hosted by the 

Rotary Club of South 

Fairmont, a Palatine 

Park clean up hosted 

by the Fairmont 

State University 

Encova Career 

Development Center, 

dorm painting at 

Scott Place Homeless 

Shelter, organization 

and painting at the 

Soup Opera and 

the organization of 

donations for the 

United for Kids 

campaign hosted 

by the United Way, 

along with some 

light cleaning and 

animal socialization 

at the Marion County 

Humane Society.

“The United Way 

is proud to partner 

with Fairmont State 

University for Day 

of Action again this 

year,” said Tygart 

Valley United Way 

CEO, Brett White. 

“Our community 

only thrives when 

everyone is willing to 

give back and we’re 

excited that new 

Falcons will have this 

opportunity to explore 

our community and 

get involved.”

The event will begin 

at 12:30 p.m. with live 

entertainment on the 

Falcon Center quad 

where participants will 

be served lunch. At 1 

p.m. Fairmont State 

University Assistant 

Vice President for 

Educational and 

Career Success, John 

Devault, Fairmont 

State University 

Provost and Vice 

President of Academic 

Affairs, Dianna 

Phillips, and Tygart 

Valley United Way 

CEO, Brett White, will 

kick-off the event with 

service celebrations 

before participants are 

bussed to their projects 

at 1 p.m.

For more information 

or to register, visit. 

www.fairmontstate.

edu/2022dayofaction.

Fairmont State and United Way 
partner during the University’s 

Welcome Week
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Submitted By Debbie Starkey
Lowe Public Library Director

The summer reading program, which ended 

on July 17, was successful again this year. We 

extend a special thank you to all who contributed 

in any way.  A magic show is also in the works 

and will be posted to our Facebook. 

Library Hours
Tuesday-Friday: 11:30 a.m.-6 p.m.

August Events
Magic show date to be announced

Book club will meet on Aug. 16 at 2 p.m. 

They will be discussing: “Don’t Tell ‘Em You’re 

Cold” by Katherine Manley.

Best-sellers books available for check-out 
“The 6:20 Man” David Baldacci; “The 

Hotel Nantucket” Elin Hilderbrand; “Sparring 

Partners” John Grisham; “The Last Thing He 

Told Me” Laura Dave; “Escape” James Patterson 

and “Where the Crawdads Sing” Delia Owens. 

New additions
Large print: “The Summer Place” J. Warner; 

“Summer Love” Nancy Thayer;  “Dead Man’s 

Hand” David Nix; “Taylor Callahan” William 

Johnstone; “Drop Dead Gorgeous” Rachel 

Gibson; “Texas 

Twilight” Caroline 

Fyff e and “The House 

at Mermaid’s Cove” 

L. Ashford. Other 

additions: “Beyond the 

Desert Sand” Tracie 

Peterson; “ “Cold Cold 

Bones” Kathy Reichs; 

“Listen to Me” Tess 

Gerritsen and “6:20 

Man” David Baldacci;

Submitted by Debra Herndon
Bice-Ferguson Museum Director

They say a picture is worth a thousand words.  

Nowadays, with most people’s inclination to 

prefer visual stimuli to the written word, a 

picture is probably worth twenty-�ive hundred 

words.  The Bice-Ferguson Museum has 

several collections of photographs, divided 

into subjects for the perusal of the public.  

One collection is a group of snapshots from 

the late 50s or early 60s.  The Farmerette 

(currently Casey’s in Enterprise) was owned 

by Bob and Blanche Moore and was often 

used by groups for meetings and banquets. It 

also featured curb service, where waitresses 

would bring your food out to you on a tray that 

hooked onto your car. The Farmerette also 

hosted bands for teenagers.  Come by, and see 

if you can spot folks you are familiar with.

Often photographs and other memorabilia are 

not appreciated by family and end up in an 

estate sale, or worse, in a dump.  If you have 

objects or photos pertinent to the Shinnston 

area, please consider donating them to the 

Museum.  The Bice-Ferguson Museum is open 

Thursday through Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 

p.m. through October.  Appointments outside 

of these times or other information are 

available by contacting the museum director 

at shinnstonmuseum@yahoo.com

or 304-677-6650.

This collection of photos from the former Farmerette in Enterprise is a snapshot of the time. The Bice-Ferguson 
Museum is in the process of identifying some of the people at the Farmerette in these photos.

Submitted by Debra Herndon
Woman’s Club Co-President

The Woman’s Club of Shinnston met June 20 

at the Clubhouse at 6 p.m.  Co-President Debra 

Herndon greeted those present.  Recording 

Secretary Wanda Ashcraft presented devotions 

and led the group in prayer.  Herndon led the 

Pledge of Allegiance.  

Entries for the arts and crafts competition 

were on display.  Going on to the district level 

were one entry from Debra Herndon in the 

sewing category and three entries from Mary 

Ann Spadafore in the photography, knitting and 

miscellaneous categories.

The speaker for the evening was Shinnston 

Historical Association President, Robert P. 

The Shinnston Garden Club, which met June 23, 
recognized Patrick Kovalck, standing, for his time 
serving as mayor.

There’s no shame in asking for help

By Chad Edwards
City Manager

These are diffi  cult times fi nancially. All of us have 

felt the pinch of higher prices at the gas pump, at 

the grocery store, and at retail stores. The City of 

Shinnston wants everyone to know that if you are 

having trouble paying a higher-than-normal utility 

bill that there are ways we can help.

First, if you feel your bill is too high, contact 

the offi  ce and make sure your bill is right. With 

the installation of automated meter readers, the 

readings should be much more accurate, but nothing 

is 100% foolproof. Also, because your account is 

confi dential, no one in the offi  ce can discuss your 

account on any social media platform. 

Second, if it turns out you used more water than 

you expected or fell behind due to fi nancial stress 

and the bill is more than you can bite off  at one time, 

our offi  ce workers would be more than happy to 

work out a deferred payment agreement for up to 

12 months. 

Here’s how it works. If the bill is behind or too 

high and you can’t aff ord it, we can take that bill and 

divide it up into more aff ordable payments. Keep in 

mind that you are still responsible for the current 

months. Our utility offi  ce workers will walk you 

through the plan and you can decide what works 

best for your situation.

There is no shame in this. We all need help from 

others at various times in our lives no matter who 

we are. Here at the City of Shinnston we are more 

than happy to help if we can. So don’t wait until 

your water has been shut off  before reaching out for 

help. 

The last thing any of us want is to shut someone’s 

utilities off . Again, there is nothing to be ashamed 

of. All accounts are confi dential, and we’ll do 

anything we can to help out until you get back on 

your feet. If you have any questions, contact us at 

304-592-2126. 

OPINION
By Chad Edwards 

Woman’s Club hears Historical 
Association president

Submitted by Debra Herndon

The luncheon meeting of the Shinnston Garden Club 

was held at Casey’s in Shinnston on June 23.  President 

Dorothy Rota welcomed those present.  Vice President 

Wanda F. Ashcraft gave devotions and reports were 

presented by Secretary Letha Stutler and Treasurer Debra 

Herndon.  Those ill and in distress were remembered.

Ashcraft presented outgoing Mayor Patrick Kovalck 

with a rose and a sign to commemorate his successful 

tenure as Mayor and to congratulate him on winning 

another term as third ward council member.

Updates on beautifi cation projects were reported and 

a program, Celebrating West Virginia, was given by 

Ashcraft.  

See “Woman’s Club” on Pg 9.

See “Garden” on Pg 9.

Garden Club thanks Kovalck
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THE SHINNSTON NEWS & HARRISON COUNTY JOURNAL 
wants to hear from YOU! 

Send tips, letters to the editor, 

and guest opinion columns to: 

n e w s a n d j o u r n a l @ y a h o o . c o m .

“Garden” From Pg 8.

LEGAL NOTICES

CAREER
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING!  Become a Medical Of-
fice Professional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work in 
months!  Call 877-635-0244. The Mis-
sion, Program Information and Tuition 
is located at CareerTechnical.edu/con-
sumer-information.  (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

DOGS, PETS AND LIVESTOCK
USE HAPPY JACK® KENNEL DIP as 
an area spray to control lyme disease 
ticks, fleas, stable flies, & mosquitoes 
where they breed. At Tractor Supply® 
(www.happyjackinc.com)

HEALTH/MEDICAL
LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING, 
memory care, or independent living? A 
Place for Mom simplifies the process of 
finding senior living at no cost to your 
family. Call 1-888-918-8270  today!

STROKE AND CARDIOVASCULAR 
DISEASE are leading causes of death, 
according to the American Heart Asso-
ciation. Screenings can provide peace 
of mind or early detection! Contact 
Life Line Screening to schedule your 
screening. Special offer - 5 screenings 
for just $149. Call 1-855-915-3562

DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRAT-
OR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 833-274-3943

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE 

Dental Information Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

APPLYING FOR SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY or Appealing a Denied 
Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our 
case managers simplify the process & 
work hard to help with your case.  Call 
1-844-448-0317 FREE Consultation. 
Local Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: 
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

INTERNET/TV
AT&T INTERNET. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 TB 
of data per month. Get More For Your 
High-Speed Internet Thing. Ask us 
how to bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc 
restrictions apply. Call us today 1-844-
358-7158.

4G LTE HOME INTERNET Now 
Available!  Get GotW3 with lightning 
fast speeds plus take your service 
with you when you travel!  As low as 
$109.99/mo! 833-586-1598

DIRECTV STREAM - The Best of Live 
& On-Demand On All Your Favorite 
Screens. CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. Stream on 20 
devices in your home at once. HBO 
Max included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) No annual contract, 
no hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. 
Call IVS 1-855-656-0296

DISH NETWORK. $64.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch & 
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE 
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-736-4350

EARTHLINK HIGH SPEED INTERNET. 
As Low As $49.95/month (for the first 
3 months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber 
Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-866-305-7264

HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTERNET 
- 25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! Get 
More Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Standard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, Call 1-877-
567-2866

MISCELLANEOUS
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - 
No payments for 18 months! Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available.  Call: 
844-601-2044

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful 
New Blinds & Shades.  FREE in-home 
estimates make it convenient to shop 
from home. Professional installation.  
Top quality - Made in the USA.  Call for 
free consultation:  877-802-8381.  Ask 
about our specials!

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICA’S #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for 
a limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-
1282

HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE, 
Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 
Pennsylvania Ave., Charleston, WV. 
Call (304) 541-9139 for an appointment.  

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a GENERAC home 
standby generator $0 Money Down + 
Low Monthly Payment Options Request 
a FREE Quote. Call now before the 
next power outage: 1-844-901-2301

THE GENERAC PWRCELL, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no obligation, 
quote today. Call 1-833-310-1895

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING FOR-
EVER! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. Sched-
ule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-844-295-2840

WESLEY FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC 
TIMESHARE CANCELLATION EX-
PERTS Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. Get 
free informational package and learn 
how to get rid of your timeshare! Free 
consultations. Over 450 positive re-
views. Call 844-738-0094 

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today any of three easy ways:

Call classifieds at this Newspaper
 

Or WVPA at 1-800-235-6881 or Visit www.wvpress.org

PUBLIC NOTICE:
Proposed Amendments to the WV Constitution to be on the November 8, 2022, 
General Election Ballot are as follows:
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Impeachment Proceedings Amendment”
���������	�!��"���� Clarifying that courts have no authority or jurisdiction to intercede or intervene in 
or interfere with impeachment proceedings of the House of Delegates or the Senate; and specifying that a 
judgment rendered by the Senate following an impeachment trial is not reviewable by any court of this state.
Full Text of the Amendment:
ARTICLE IV.   
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impeachment proceedings of the House of Delegates or the Senate conducted hereunder; nor is any 
judgment rendered by the Senate following a trial of impeachment reviewable by any court of this state.
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inventory personal property directly used in business activity and personal property tax on motor vehicles 
from ad valorem property taxation by general law.
Full Text of the Amendment:
ARTICLE X.
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and the revenue derived from this source shall be apportioned by the Legislature among the levying units of 
the state in proportion to the levy laid in said units upon real and other personal property; but property used 
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Full Text of Amendment:
Article VI. The Legislature.
§47. Incorporation of religious denominations permitted.
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ARTICLE XII. EDUCATION.
§2. Supervision of free schools.
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(Bobby) Bice. Bice brought numerous items 

and photos from early Shinnston businesses 

including Columbia, Rex and Princess Theaters; 

Harmer, Riley and Tetrick Funeral Homes; 

Farmers, Peoples and First National Banks; 

Hurst Brother’s Grocery, Coffi  ndaff er Clinic 

and many more. The theme was advertising and 

give-away items were examined such as fans, 

bank bags, eyeglass cases and bottle openers.

The evening concluded with refreshments of 

sloppy joes, pineapple upside-down cake and a 

veggie tray.  The door prize was won by Viviane 

Spagnuolo.  Present not previously mentioned 

were Chad Edwards, Co-President Mary Ann 

Ferris, Kathleen Panek and Judy Wilson.

Those present, not previously mentioned were Donna 

Post, Paula Harrison, Beth Linn, David Harbert, Shirley 

Bowen, Harrison County Commission President Susan 

Thomas, Harrison County Commissioner Patsy Trecost, 

Virginia Livingston, Joyce Miker, Steve Miker, Kathleen 

Panek, Deloris Minor and Enith Minor Wright.

Outgoing Mayor Patrick Kovalck, standing, speaks 
with members of the Shinnston Garden Club, who 
recognized him for winning a term as third ward 
council member and thanked him for his time as mayor.

received awards for their Chaplain’s Prayer 

Book, Unit Scrapbook, History and most new 

Junior Members.  They also brought back the 

award for most new members in the American 

Legion Auxiliary Department of West Virginia 

third district. The annual fall conference for this 

district will be held at Post 31 in September.

Department officers elected and installed for 

the 2022 -2023 Auxiliary year are: 

President-Savanna Kauffman; First Vice 

President-Debbie Michael; Second Vice 

President-Laura Clark; Secretary/Treasurer-

Susan Brown; Chaplain-Kimberly Mellie; 

Historian-Stephanie Handley.

The president’s theme is “Lighting up our 

future for our veterans.” The colors are red, 

white and green and the flowers are poppy, 

poinsettias with pinecones and holly (cherries).  

President Kauffman’s special project is a 

Christmas Veterans Affairs Gift Shop, and the 

goal is to raise $10,000 that will go towards 

the veterans gift shop at Martinsburg, Beckley, 

Clarksburg and Huntington VA Medical 

Centers. The gift shop provides gifts to our 

veteran inpatients and their families. Trying to 

give our veterans what they deserve because 

that is what we are here for. The Department 

membership theme this year is “Christmas 365 

around the World.”

As part of its volunteer efforts, on May 7, the 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 31, Shinnston 

held its yearly Poppy Drive at the Price Cutter 

in Shinnston and Fairmont to raise money to 

support activities at the Louis A. Johnson VA 

Medical Center and the West Virginia Veterans 

Nursing Home.  Items purchased and given to 

the veterans included everything from personal 

care items to DVD players and DVDs for the 

common areas.

“Convention” From Pg 1.

“Women’s Club” From Pg 8.

Bobby Bice, Shinnston Historical Association 
president, speaks about early advertising to the 
Woman’s Club June 20.

Members of the Shinnston Woman’s Club listen to 
Bobby Bice, president of the Shinnston Historical 
Presentation, present on early Shinnston businesses. 
Members of the Shinnston Woman’s Club listen to 
Bobby Bice, president of the Shinnston Historical 
Presentation, present on early Shinnston businesses.
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By Maralisa Marra

The West Virginia Department of Education 

announced last week that Lumberport Elementary 

third-grade teacher Shari Tonkery is one of the 10 

fi nalists for the Teacher of the Year award. 

“I feel honored to be a top ten fi nalist 

representing all hard-working educators in the 

beautiful state of West Virginia,” Tonkery said. 

“I’m also so proud to represent Harrison County. 

We have an amazing school system that works 

diligently to prepare our students and staff .” 

“Lumberport Elementary has an outstanding 

staff  and such kind-hearted students. Teaching is 

a passion. Educators have such a huge impact on 

the lives of the future,” she added. 

Tonkery said she encourages students to believe 

in themselves because when “students believe 

they can succeed, they will succeed.” She teaches 

them that once they understand they do not know 

something “yet,” they still have the power to learn 

it. She calls this the “power of yet.”

According to the West Virginia Department 

of Education, colleagues said Tonkery is “a 

motivator, role model, advisor, and positive 

infl uence for every student that crosses her path. 

West Virginia’s Teacher of the Year and School 

Service Personnel of the Year will be announced 

on Sept. 13 during a ceremony at the West Virginia 

Culture Center in Charleston.

Tonkery, who has taught in Harrison County for 

14 years, loves teaching third grade and said “it’s 

a wonderful age” because kids that age experience 

many lightbulb moments, and they are learning a 

number of new skills. “It is a very pivotal age,” 

Tonkery said. 

“It’s just such a blessing, and I would give all 

the credit to the good Lord and all of the teachers 

that have helped me. Our little school is amazing 

at Lumberport,” Tonkery said, “The teachers [at 

Lumberport] truly care and our administrator 

truly cares.” 

She said, “I’m just very honored that I get to be 

in this position.” 

One of Tonkery’s former students, Macy Bart, 

refl ected on her third-grade year with Tonkery 

during the 2021-2022 school year.

Bart said, “She cares about everybody, and she 

makes sure that everybody gets enough attention.” 

She also said, “She makes us laugh.”

Bart said that rather than sitting at their desks 

all day, Tonkery makes them move around and 

have fun while learning. “We’re learning and we 

don’t know it,” Bart said, “She makes everybody 

feel happy.” 

Bart refl ected on the brag tags that Tonkery gave 

students. Tonkery uses the brag tags, which have 

sayings referencing the students on them,  as a 

way to reward students’ good deeds and triumphs. 

“If you would do something good, she [Tonkery] 

would give you a little piece of plastic and you 

would put it on your necklace, and everybody had 

at least 20 brag tags,” Bart said. 

Bart said when they would do worksheets to 

prepare for tests, Tonkery would make it fun, and 

students were able to choose their favorite writing 

tool, such as colored pencils, crayons, or markers, 

to do their worksheet with. “She makes it fun to 

do a lot of things, so it’s not just boring,” Bart 

said. 

Tonkery unifi ed her class quickly, according to 

Bart. “Whenever she started teaching, everybody 

just started to come together,” Bart said.

Bart said one of her favorite things about 

Tonkery is that “she doesn’t look at everybody 

the same, she sees everybody with a diff erent 

personality.” 

Tonkery made sure to recognize and build each 

of her students’ strengths and see each of them for 

who they truly are.

Bart said she will miss Tonkery next year.

Ginger Soy Chicken Breasts

Submitted by Debra Smith

Explore new fl avors over an open fl ame this 

summer! Just about anything can be cooked over 

an open fl ame. No matter the type of grilling they 

are using, cooks who prepare meals over an open 

fl ame can’t help but notice the distinctive fl avor 

that is unique to grilled foods. Trying something 

new this grilling season can open cooks eyes to a 

host of fl avors they might not instantly associate 

with grilling. The following recipe for “Ginger 

Soy Chicken Breasts” is one such meal that can 

open cooks eyes to the many wonderful foods that 

can be cooked over an open fl ame.

Ginger Soy Chicken Breasts

• 2 tablespoons grated fresh ginger 

• 3 garlic cloves, crushed 2 tablespoons dark 

brown sugar 

• 2 teaspoons sesame seeds 

• 2 teaspoons toasted sesame oil 

• 1 tablespoon medium dry sherry 

• 1/2cup soy sauce 

• 4 boneless chicken breast halves, slashed 

(see below) 

• Salt 

• Black pepper 

• 1 recipe Cilantro Coconut Sauce (see 

below), optional

Combine ginger, garlic, sugar, sesame seeds, 

sesame oil, sherry, and soy sauce. Add chicken 

and toss to coat evenly. Cover and refrigerate 

for 30 minutes, turning once. Grill according to 

instructions below. Sprinkle with salt and pepper. 

Serve hot with Cilantro Coconut Sauce (optional).

With a sharp knife, cut 3 parallel slashes through 

skin, about 1/4-inch deep. 

Outdoor grill: Grill skin-side down on medium-

hot coals until crisp, about 7 minutes. Turn and 

continue grilling until chicken is opaque with no 

trace of pink, another 5 minutes. 

Indoor grill: Preheat broiler. Broil skin-side 

up until skin is crisp, about 7 minutes. Turn and 

continue cooking until chicken is opaque with no 

trace of pink, another 5 minutes.

Cilantro Coconut Sauce Makes 2 1/8 cups

• 1 handful cilantro leaves 

• 1 handful fresh mint leaves 

• 4 garlic cloves, crushed 

• 1 green chile, seeded and chopped 

• 1 avocado, peeled, halved and pitted 

• 1/2teaspoon grand cumin 

• 1 teaspoon sugar 

• 3 tablespoons fresh lime juice 

• 1 1/2cups coconut milk 

• Salt 

• Tabasco sauce 

Place cilantro, mint, garlic, chile, avocado, 

cumin, sugar, lime juice, and coconut milk in a 

food processor or blender; pulse to a puree. Add 

salt and Tabasco sauce to taste. 

Cover and refrigerate for 30 minutes to allow 

fl avors to blend. 

Serve chilled. 

Remember, readers, if you have a favorite recipe 

that you would like to share, we welcome your 

submissions. Email your recipe to us at debra@

mountainmedianews.com. 

And don’t forget to stop by your local Price 
Cutter to purchase all of your cooking and baking 
needs.

Lumberport teacher named Teacher of the Year fi nalist 

Lumberport teacher Shari Tonkery is adept at 
getting kids to pay attention.

Shari Tonkery, a Teacher of the Year fi nalist, works 
hands-on with students.

Awakening Events, Inc. is bringing Chonda Pierce 

to downtown Clarksburg on Sunday, Sept. 18, at the 

historic Robinson Grand Performing Arts Center, 

located at 444 W. Pike St. in Clarksburg.

Chonda Pierce, sometimes called the Queen of 

Clean in comedy, is a stand-up comedian, television 

hostess, author, and now actress who “channels her 

life experiences into positivity, bringing laughter to 

audiences around the country,” according to a news 

release. 

“There are so many things to love about Chonda 

Pierce coming to Clarksburg,” said Jason A Young, 

the Robinson Grand’s program manager. “Perhaps 

the top of that list, she is just plain funny. Chonda 

Pierce makes people laugh.”

Emmy-nominated and best-selling comedian 

Chonda Pierce or “the country comic” as Billboard 

Magazine dubbed her, has been making audiences 

laugh for more than two decades with her combination 

of fi erce wit and southern charm. Pierce got her start 

working at Opryland Theme Park in Nashville where 

she performed as Grand Ole Opry star Minnie Pearl. 

From there, Pierce turned her gift of storytelling into 

a successful comedic career, selling more comic 

albums than any other female comedian.

“This is our fi rst time working with Awakening 

Events, Inc. out of Tennessee,” said Young. “They 

picked a great one to start with, and we have another 

big one already in the works. We are lucky they 

chose to bring such top-shelf talent to the Robinson 

Grand.”

Tickets for Chonda Pierce Live in Concert are on 

sale now. Patrons who place their order before Aug. 

5 can receive a 20% discount when they enter the 

code “INSIDER” at check-out. All tickets can be 

purchased online at tickets.therobinsongrand.com 

or by calling the Robinson Grand ticketing center at 

855-773-6283.

“Country comic” to perform in Clarsburg

Submitted by Betsy Turner

The American Legion Family (Legion, 

Auxiliary, Sons and Riders) of American Legion 

Post 31 in Shinnston celebrated the Fourth 

of July on from 2 - 4 p.m. with a dinner for 

members, family and friends.  American Legion 

Auxiliary Unit 31 prepared a picnic-style meal of 

hot dogs with all the fi xings, baked beans, potato 

salad, and a variety of desserts.   The event was 

considered a success with approximately 40 

people in attendance.

Pictured, from left, are the auxiliary cooks for the day, Margaret Yost, Marsha Duckworth, Carla Wilfong, 
Parry Jenkins, Dortha Parsons, Roxie Nicholson, Karen Flanigan and Betsy Turner.

Legion celebrates Fourth
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