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Amazing Asheville
One city that has created a lot of buzz throughout 

the country is Ashville, North Carolina. Nestled 
in the Blue Ridge Mountains, Asheville has about 
95,000 residents and is home to a vibrant arts and 
craft beer scene. The vast Biltmore is another 
highlight and draws tens of thousands of visitors 
each year to see the 19 th -century Biltmore Estate 
and acres of gardens. Another popular attraction 
is Pack Square Park, a community green space 
with walking paths and home to many concerts, 
festivals, and other events.

While I travel to a lot of cities on business, 
this visit was purely pleasure. We went with 
two other couples for quick getaway from the 
work and hustle of my very busy summer. We 
stayed at the Village Hotel on Biltmore Estate, a 
comfortable place with great restaurants and lots of 
activities close by. The rooms were very nice, and 
everything was designed to make you feel at home. 
Complimentary chocolates at check-in and a fire 
pit in a small courtyard off the main lobby, made 
for a relaxing mood.

The tour of the Biltmore Estate was well designed 
with large parking lots and complimentary shuttles 
to the doors of the estate. As you waited for your 
designated time, you could browse through the gift 
shops or grab a quick snack at the various shops on 
site. As you entered through the large front entrance 
door, you were given a portable device that told the 
story of the Vanderbilt family and how they built 
and lived in this incredible home. I have been to 
many historic places and used various devices to 
listen to the history, this handheld device was one 
of the best I have seen.

The Biltmore Estate dates to 1889, when George 

Director of Fairmont State’s Folklife 
Center selected for prestigious AFC 

research award
On July 17 Director of the 

Frank and Jane Gabor West 
Virginia Folklife Center Dr. 
Lydia Warren was announced 
as a recipient of the American 
Folklife Center (AFC) Gerald 
E. And Corinne L. Parsons 
Fund Award for Ethnology at 
the Library of Congress. This 
year the award was split be-
tween Warren and one other re-
searcher, Dr. Everardo Reyes.

The Gerald E. and Corinne 
L. Parsons fund was founded 
by AFC reference librarian 
Gerry Parsons (1940-1995) to 
honor the memory of his par-
ents Gerald and Corinne Par-
sons. The fund allows individ-
uals to come to the Library of 
Congress to pursue research at 
the American Folklife Center 
and other Library of Congress 
divisions with ethnographic 
holdings.

“I am honored and grateful 
for the opportunity to con-
tinue the hammered dulcimer 
research started by our other 
Folklife Center staff and facul-
ty,” said Warren. “Researching 
at the archives of the American 
Folklife Center will allow me 
to learn more about the history 
of our own regional music tra-
dition, and this will shape our 
own archives and courses at 
Fairmont State.”

With the award, Warren 
plans to support her research 
on ‘Preserving the West Vir-
ginia Hammered Dulcimer 
Tradition at the Frank and Jane 
Gabor West Virginia Folklife 
Center.” During her visit, she 
will explore AFC and Library 
holdings on hammered dulci-
mers and hammered dulcimer 
music.

“Our long-term goal is to 
become the foremost research 
center for students, scholars, 
and musicians interested in the 
regional hammered dulcimer 
tradition,” said Warren. “With 
this grant, our tradition and 
our research are being recog-
nized on a national scale.”

Warren describes how hav-
ing access to the AFC Library 
will help her and her col-
leagues work on a major proj-
ect, digitizing collections from 
Appalachian musicologist Pat-
ty Looman.

“At the Frank and Jane Ga-
bor Folklife Center, we’re 
working to preserve and pro-
mote our regional culture, 
and one of our major projects 
is digitizing and providing 
access to our Patty Looman 
Collection,” said Warren. 
“Looman was a prolific song-
catcher, performer, and teacher 
and we are lucky to have her 

recordings and papers at our 
archive, thanks to traditional 
music expert and adjunct pro-
fessor Lynette Swiger. Profes-
sor Swiger, librarian Charley 
Hively, and I are working on 
phase one of online access to 
Looman’s items, and this grant 
will enable us to provide rich, 
detailed contextual informa-
tion in our finding aids and 
LibGuides.”

Housed in an award-win-
ning repurposed historic barn 
building on the Fairmont State 
University campus, the Frank 
& Jane Gabor West Virginia 
Folklife Center is home to the 
Ruth Ann Musick folklore ar-
chives, the Phyllis W. Moore 
West Virginia Authors ar-
chives, and the Patty Looman 
collection. These collections 
and additional archival materi-
als can be made available for 
scholars and student research-
ers. The Center is part of the 
College of Liberal Arts and 
houses the University’s un-
dergraduate programs in folk-
lore and museum studies. The 
Center serves the University 
and the broader community 
through scholarship, publica-
tions, workshops, exhibitions, 
and outreach events.

WV WIC Celebrates 
National Farmers 

Market Week
CHARLESTON, W.Va. – The Special 

Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, 
Infants, and Children (West Virginia WIC), 
within the West Virginia Department of Health 
and Human Resources’ Bureau for Public Health 
- Office of Nutrition Services, celebrates West 
Virginia farmers as part of National Farmers 
Market Week, August 6-12, 2023. National 
Farmers Market Week is an annual celebration 
that highlights the vital role farmers markets 
play in the nation’s food system. 

Governor Jim Justice has also proclaimed 
August 6-12, 2023, as Farmers Market Week in 
West Virginia.

“West Virginia farmers provide residents 
with access to healthy, locally grown fruits, 
vegetables, and herbs,” said Heidi Staats, 
Director of DHHR’s Office of Nutrition 
Services. “West Virginia WIC recognizes 
the importance of expanding agricultural 
opportunities that assist and encourage the next 
generation of farmers, generate farm income 
to help stimulate business development and 
job creation, and build community connections 
through rural and urban linkages.”

West Virginia WIC Farmers Market season 
began on June 1, 2023. So far this year, with 
the transition from paper vouchers to electronic 
benefits, redemptions have surpassed previous 
years’ season totals. More than 14,000 West 
Virginia families have received these additional 
benefits to spend at authorized farmers markets 
throughout the state.  There are 115 participating 
farmers in 43 counties.

Clarence Lin named to medical staff

Bridgeport —Clarence D. Lin, M.D., is coming 
to WVU Medicine United Hospital Center 
from Pittsburgh, where he has been practicing 
general surgery, including robotic and minimally 
invasive surgeries.

He received a Bachelor and Master of Arts 
in biophysics from Johns Hopkins University,  
going on to graduate from the New York 
University School of Medicine. He completed 

his residency in general surgery at Yale New 
Haven Hospital (Connecticut) and an additional 
year at Brown University Medical School 
(Rhode Island), as an associate in their Mastery 
in General Surgery Program where he focused 
on advanced laparoscopic and foregut surgery. 

Dr. Lin brings with him much research 
experience, publishing in various scientific 
journals, teaching experience, and volunteer 
work.

He is certified by the American Board 
of Surgery and a member of the American 
College of Surgeons and the American Medical 
Association.

In his spare time, he is an avid tennis player, 
likes improvisational comedy, and using 
computer design software as well as creating 
scientific illustrations for multiple publications. 
Dr. Lin enjoys art, drawing, and graphic design, 
particularly portraiture with the media of 
charcoal, graphite and conte (he minored in Fine 
Arts while at Johns Hopkins).

Dr. Lin joins UHC General Surgery, the 
practice of Jeffrey W. Madden, M.D.; Benjamin 
A. Raymond, D.O.; and Sugam B. Vasani, M.D.  
UHC General Surgery is located at 527 Medical 
Park Drive, Suite 202 in Bridgeport.  For more 
information please call (681) 342-3400 or visit 
www.wvgeneralsurgery.com.

Colleen Driscoll to speak at library
Friends of the Clarksburg Har-

rison Public Library is set to 
present award-winning author 
Colleen Driscoll on Aug. 19 from 
11 a.m.-1 p.m. at the Clarksburg 
Harrison Public Library. “Col-
leen’s workshops leave the par-
ticipants brimming with knowl-
edge and insight,” stated Julie 
Todd, library manager.

Driscoll is the author of eight 

children’s books, classroom ac-
tivity books, and project color-
ing books. She has eight five-star 
ratings on Amazon, and is also 
a Mom’s Choice Award Winner 
for her book “Herbie the Hairy 
Monster.”

Driscoll will be sharing her 
techniques and procedures for 
marketing your story. What 
sources are available to aspiring 

and published authors? She will 
also be promoting her newest 
work “Eddie and the Dinosaur 
Egg.”

The opportunity to master mar-
keting skills is made available 
through a grant from the Harri-
son County Cultural Foundation. 
For more information, call the li-
brary at 304-627-2236, ext. 128.
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This Week in

West Virginia History
Charleston WV – The following events 

happened on these dates in West Virginia 
history. To read more, go to e-WV: The 
West Virginia Encyclopedia at www.
wvencyclopedia.org.

 
Aug. 17, 1944: Staff Sergeant Stanley 

Bender earned the Medal of Honor in 
southern France. Bender rushed through 
intense machine gun fire and grenades, and 
knocked out two German machine guns 
with rifle fire. His actions inspired the 
rest of his company to take out a German 
roadblock, kill 37 enemy soldiers, and take 
26 prisoners.

Aug. 17, 1976: The National Mine Health 
and Safety Academy opened at Beaver, near 
Beckley. The academy, located on a 76-acre 
campus, is the world’s largest educational 
institution devoted solely to safety and 
health in mining.

Aug. 18, 1885: Artemus Ward Cox 
was born on a farm at Red Knob, Roane 
County. In 1914, Cox bought the George 
Ort Department Store on Capitol Street 
in Charleston. That store became the first 
in a chain of 21 A. W. Cox stores in West 
Virginia, Virginia, Ohio and Kentucky.

Aug. 19, 1863: Union cavalry under 
Brigadier General William W. Averell 
destroyed the Confederate saltpeter works 
near Franklin.

Aug. 19, 1997: Fiddler Curly Ray Cline 

died. Born in Logan County, Cline was a 
member of the Lonesome Pine Fiddlers and 
Ralph Stanley’s Clinch Mountain Boys.

Aug. 20, 1851: The oldest statue in West 
Virginia, a nine-foot wood carving of 
Patrick Henry, was dedicated at the county 
courthouse in Morgantown.

Aug. 20, 2004: Eldora Bolyard Nuzum 
died in Elkins. While working for the 
Grafton Sentinel in 1946, she became the 
first female editor of a daily newspaper in 
West Virginia. For three decades, she was 
editor of the Elkins Inter-Mountain.

Aug. 21, 1861: Confederate troops under 
General John B. Floyd crossed the Gauley 
River at Carnifex Ferry, Nicholas County, 
and began to entrench their position. It was 
the beginning of what became known as the 
Battle of Keslers Cross Lanes.

Aug. 21, 1915: Singer Ann Baker was 
born in Pennsylvania. She later operated a 
popular Charleston nightclub, The Shalamar, 
and became known as “Charleston’s First 
Lady of Jazz.”

Aug. 22, 1872: Following the 
Constitutional Convention of 1872, the 
West Virginia electorate ratified a new state 
constitution by a vote of 42,344 to 37,777. 
In the same election, voters rejected a 
controversial convention proposition that 
would have restricted office-holding to 
white citizens.

Aug. 23, 1970: The Mormon Church 
established its first “stake,” or congregation, 
in West Virginia. The stake was organized 
in Charleston with a membership of nearly 
4,000 people.

WVU’s Butts 
Announces Yamzon 
as Assistant Coach

By Olivia Sneed

MORGANTOWN, W.Va. – West Virginia 
University gymnastics coach Jason Butts has 
announced the hiring of Jessica Yamzon as an 
assistant coach on the Mountaineer gymnastics 
staff.

 Yamzon comes to Morgantown following a 
year as the assistant coach at Illinois State. Prior 
to that, she also spent time on the Lindenwood and 
Arkansas staffs. The Las Vegas, Nevada, native 
will assist the Mountaineers on the coaching of 
all four events.

 “We are so excited to have Jessica join our staff 
this year,” Butts said. “She brings a ton of high-
level, competitive experience, as well as success 
at her previous coaching positions. Jessica shares 
the goals and philosophy of our existing staff 
for creating an environment that is positive and 
impactful for our student-athletes. I feel as if 
Jessica is truly rounding out our incredible staff 
and will provide new ideas and resources to help 
us continue to grow as a highly competitive and 
successful program.”

“I am so thankful for this incredible opportunity 
to become a part of the Mountaineer family,” 
Yamzon said. “I am excited to be working closely 
with our student-athletes, staff and community, 
and I’m looking forward to contributing to a 
positive and thriving athletic community at 
WVU.”

During her time at Illinois State, Yamzon 
helped coach the Redbirds to a 2023 Midwest 
Independent Conference Championship title, 
earned with a program-record score of 196.375. 
She also guided a pair of athletes to their second 
consecutive NCAA Regional Championships 
berth, as Alana Laster and Jaye Mack competed 
on vault and floor, respectively, at the 2023 NCAA 
Norman Regional. 

 Yamzon arrived at Illinois State with familiarity 
of the MIC following a year-long stint as a 
volunteer assistant coach at Lindenwood during 
the 2022 campaign. That year, the Lions earned 
third at USAG nationals and advanced a student-
athlete to the NCAA National Championships, as 
Gayla Griswold became the first Lion in program 
history to qualify for the national meet.

 Prior to her time at Lindenwood, Yamzon spent 
one season as a graduate assistant coach at her 
alma mater, Arkansas, in 2021. That season, the 
Razorbacks advanced to the NCAA Tuscaloosa 
Regional Final, narrowly missing a berth into the 
NCAA Championships with a third-place finish 
in the regional final. 

Her graduate assistantship followed a standout 
four-year career at Arkansas, in which she was a 
staple in the all-around lineup. She was just the 
second freshman in program history to qualify 
for the NCAA Championships, and she finished 
her career competing as the leadoff in every event 
in 45 meets and competing 186 routines as a 
Razorback.

 Academically, Yamzon was a two-time 
SEC honor roll recipient, while being named a 
Scholastic All-American by the WCGA in 2019.

 Yamzon holds a Bachelor of Science in human 
development and family sciences and a Master of 
Education, both from the University of Arkansas.
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GRAPEVINE
By Rosalyn Queen

THANK YOU FOR READING

One per customer per visit, not to be used with any other offer, discount
or within an EVM purchase. Valid at the Shinnston McDonald’s only.

Cash value 1/20 of 1 cent LwC. Must present this coupon prior to ordering.

Purchase Any Breakfast 
Sandwich, Receive
FREE Hashbrown

WITH THIS COUPON

Expires August 24, 2023

DON’T COMPROMISE. GET DIRECTV.

 
GUARANTEE

 

 New approved residential customers only (equipment lease req’d). Credit card req’d (except MA & PA). Price incl. TV Pkg & 
equip. fees for �rst TV. Charges may apply for each add’l connected TV. *Add’l Terms for Satellite customers: $19.95 
activation. Early agmt termination fee applies ($20/ mo.) & add’l fee applies if not returned. Restr’s apply.

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer!

855-656-0296
C O N N E C T S

FREE INTERNET
Qualify today for the Government 

Free Internet Program

CALL TODAY (833) 317-1335

YOU QUALIFY  for 
Free Internet if you 
receive Medicaid, 
SNAP, WIC, 
Housing Assistance, 
Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefi ts, 
Lifeline and Tribal.

Bonus offer: 4G Android Tablet with 
one time co-pay of $20

ACP program details can be found at www.fcc.gov/affordable-connectivity-program-consumer-faq

GUARANTEED Life 
Insurance up to $20,000.00

Modified Whole Life Insurance from Physicians Life Insurance Company

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies.  Benefits reduced first two years. 
Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN). 6236

Call for FREE Information

1-888-217-5559
or go to life55plus.info/wv

You’ll also get a FREE 
Final Wishes Planner!

• Cash to help pay funeral or other  
 final expenses

• Guaranteed acceptance ages  
 45 to 85*

• No medical exam, no health  
 questions

For those with active imaginations.
Hike, bike or zipline your way through Pipestem Resort State 
Park, where breathtaking views and exciting adventure await.

WVtourism.com/ExploreSummersCounty

Vanderbilt decided to build a 
summer escape to enjoy with 
his wealthy friends and family. 
A five-year construction period 
culminated with the opening 
of the estate in 1895. George 
was a 31-year-old bachelor, 
and it was not until April 28, 
1898, when he proposed to 
Edith Stuyvesant Dresser who 
became his wife on June 1, 
1898. Being a world traveler, 
George incorporated much of 
the design from his many travels 
abroad. He also collected pieces 
of art from throughout the world 
and Biltmore Estate became a 
home for many works of famous 
artists of the time.

As George and Edith Vanderbilt 
added to their family with the 
birth of their daughter, Cornelia, 
they enjoyed a wonderful life 
until George unexpectedly died, 
at the age of 51 following an 
emergency appendectomy in 
Washington, DC in March of 
1914. The estate played a role 
in Asheville’s economy as the 
owners opened the estate to the 
public during the Depression as 
a way to increase tourism and 
to preserve the estate. In 1942, 
Biltmore House stored art from 
the National Gallery of Art in 
Washington, DC.

As we walked from room 
to room, it was interesting to 

see the immense size of the 
“home” and how they dealt with 
the day-to-day activities, like 
cooking and doing the laundry. 
Everything was larger and more 
complicated and required a huge 
staff to tend to the needs of the 
family and their guests. The 
gardens were also impressive 
with manicured lawns and trees 
and plants of every variety. 
Asheville is an amazing city, 
and the Biltmore Estate is not to 
be missed. It is about a six-hour 
drive from North Central West 
Virginia, and you will need a 
couple of days to truly get a feel 
for this beautiful city. 

Fun Facts of Days Past at the Italian 
Heritage Festival

Pictured is the Souvenir Book from the first festival 
in 1979 with comment from local community 
leaders.  After the first book the cover was drawn by 
a local student in our school system.. The contest was 
overseen by Georgette Griffin.

This time of the year always brings me back 
to the days as the director of the West Virginia 
Italian Heritage Festival.  Some of these facts you 
may already know and some you may not know.

About this time all plans have been made, all 
contracts signed and now the loose ends must be 
tied up.  One of the major projects is the street 
and the set up,  For many years this project was  
headed up by. “Boo “ Bellotte.  By set up we 
mean the electricity for the booths, the decorative 
lights on the street, the construction of the stage 
and overseeing the sound set up.  This was a 
mammoth task.but Boo started with it and grew 
with it.  We went from no stage to a stage, the 
electrical system updates and table set ups as well 
as booth set ups.

Another big project was the beverage set up 
which meant placement of the booths, clubs 
to,work the booths and supplying ice to the 
booths.  This project, for many years was chaired 
by Dave Seaman.  The beverage sale was one of 
the major fundraisers.

While all the set ups were being taken care of, 

dinners and other events were being planned.  
Our very first Honorees banquet was held and Joe 
Manchin headed this up.  There was also a golf 
tournament and an elimination drawing with Vic 
Gabriel  working these projects. The Pasta Cook 
off, which was headed up by Kathie Titus became 
a very  popular event. Plans were being finalized 
and contacts for the parade were made..  Floyd 
Fullen and his committee organized the parade.

Tom Basile had the entertainment schedule 
finalized and was busy making plans for travel 
and lodging for the entertainers.  Joan Smith 
had the Regina and her court plans all finalized.  
Loretta Mazzie came up with the Queens name 
after research on the first Queen of Italy.

Veto and Lenora Destito lent their knowledge 
and expertise on the authentic Italian parts of the 
Italian heritage especially the food.

Romona Rose and her dance team had been 
practicing and were ready with their presentation 
of authentic Italian dance.

Merle Moore and her committee insisted that we 
present authentic culture events and she planned 
with WVU presentations of Italian Opera.  These 
were held at Waldomore as well as an Italian film 
Festival.

Plans were completed by treasurer John Shields 
for the Dailey collection of money and the correct 
depositing of it.

By this time our founders, John Manchin, 
James Larosa, Lou Spatafore, Sam Chico, Sam 
Dannunzio and Frank Iaquinta were in the 
background being sure that this would be an 
event we could all be proud of.  Although their 
presence was not visible festival weekend, they 
were overseeing the entire festival.

I would be remiss if I did not mention that I as 
director was just ready to tie up any loose ends and 
to oversee the smooth setup.  I eagerly awaited 
the opening ceremony on the Court House stage 
when we watched the Union Bank clock strike 
twelve noon and the festival, on the street was on.

Good luck to festival organizers for this years 
festival, I truly know what it takes. A wish for 
good weather.

Here is to a great festival and the return of our 
Italian Heritage.  Thanks to the organizers.

A happy 67th anniversary to Joan and Virgil 
Smith.  Happy Birthday to Vince and Nick Smith.

Stay healthy, stay happy and until next week 
“Now You Have Heard It Through The Grapevine” 

CSX advises motorists that there will be a 
Road Closure on Oral Lake Bridgeport, WV 
located at the intersection of Oral Lake and 
Eden Dr. beginning on August 22nd around 
7:00 a.m. until August 23nd at the end of the 
day. A detour will be in place to accommodate 
motorists during the project.

The Shinnston/Lincoln High School Block 
Party will take place on Aug 19 between 2 
and 11 PM. There will be entertainment for 
attendees

The Mountain State Fair & Expo will be held 
in Lewis County, WV at Jackson’s Mill Airstrip 
August 23- August 26th

Chapel Hill United Methodist Church will 
hold their 12th annual community block party 
on August 19 from 3-6pm in the lower parking 
lot. 

Central West Virginia Corvette Club 50th 
Anniversary Car Show will be held August 
20th from 10 AM to 3 PM hosted by Harry 
Greens Chevrolet. 

Saturday, August 19 8:00am-12:00pm. 
Back to School Giveaway at the First Baptist 
Church Lighthouse in downtown Shinnston. 
Free clothing & accessories, backpacks, school 
supplies and snacks. For more information, 
please call 304-592-0233

Fairmont State University’s academic year 
will be marked with the University’s 2023 
Convocation Ceremony. Convocation will take 
place on Friday, August 18 at 3 p.m. in the 
Feaster Center.
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The Bottom Line
By Bill Nestor

Sports Editor

From The World of
Parks & Recreation

By Doug Comer

TTeeee  IItt  UUpp
By Bill Nestor
Sports Editor

Clarksburg City Park to Host Fall Baseball 
Beginning in September

Numerous teams and leagues will utilize 
the fields at Clarksburg City Park located 
on Buckhannon Pike in the Nutter Fort area.  
While baseball normally headlines in the spring 
and summer, the idea of specializing in sports 
nowadays makes sports an all season arena with 
all the ability to play both indoors or outside.

In particular, Frank Loria field has been a 
hub for many leagues up through the collegiate 
ranks. In the past, Frank Loria was a privilege 
to play on. Babe Ruth All-Stars called Loria its 
home for decades as well as the Post 13 team 
where many of Clarksburg’s finest talent came to 
play. High school sectionals were played on the 
hallowed ground and here today besides Post 13, 
Salem University and Notre Dame High School 
calls Loria its home as well.

“It has been an arena where many of the 
best talent has played on this diamond,” said a 

former parks board member. “In the days where 
I was on the board and there were many, many 
teams in this area, playing on Loria was really 
something special. Today, with the new surface, 
the field still gets the same amount of activity. It 
is definitely one of the staples here in the area.”

Everyone has a story about playing on the 
field. Once, I was walking out to the car for 
lunch and saw an older man just standing on the 
landing by the fence in left field. I greeted him 
and asked him about his memories and he said 
he was on that field over 40 years ago playing 
as a kid. He had some great memories about the 
field and playing with relatives and friends and 
you could see in his eyes that he was taken back 
to his childhood.

You can ask an older generation about where 
they were when they heard that President 
Kennedy or Dr. Martin Luther King were 
assassinated and they can tell you exactly when 
it happened. Even today, buddies of mine tell 
stories about playing at Loria field. It is a place 
where memories can be kept whether a player or 
a fan. It is a place where memories are made and 

stories are often told.
Salem head coach J.T. Heenan, who has been a 

huge help with the improvements of the facility, 
had one of the schools biggest seasons including 
31-wins, a conference championship and even a 
trip to the big dance. And, as he says, having 
a facility like this will play a huge role in the 
recruitment process for the university and for 
scheduling games whether fall scrimmages or 
the spring season.

Pony League, which will begin use of the 
field in August, has the various levels of talent 
playing this fall. But, while numbers are a little 
low, the fields will still be used by the league 
and, most likely, some travel teams that will use 
the fields as well for tryouts for the 2024 season.

While all mentioned have use of the fields, 
anyone can rent no matter the occasion. Following 
all restrictions, area softball leagues or families 
using the pavilions can add a field for activities 
that require a field. For more information, please 
contact the City Parks office to rent or for more 
information.

A Special Day For Mountaineer Fans!

A couple of weeks ago, West Virginia’s football 
team held fan day activities at Milan Puskar 
Stadium.  During the even that lasted an hour and a 
half, Mountaineer players and coaches visited with 
and signed autographs for approximately 1,800 
fans.  Years ago, players would put pen to paper for 
Mountaineer Nation on Gold-Blue Spring Game 
Day but in a brilliant move a couple years back, 
that tradition changed. 

The current event occurred just a few days and a 
month from the season opener against Penn State.  
There is no better way for the University to drum 
up interest in this years squad than to have fans 
interact with Mountaineer players and coaches.  
This is the best time to sell season tickets and 
bringing fans to the stadium at this time is brilliant.  
Kids in attendance develop a connection with 
players and they will do the broken record routine 
until their parents buy them what they want, in this 
case it is tickets to see their new friends play.  It’s 
genius from a marketing perspective.  

Having a fan day event at this junction is also 
beneficial to the coaching staff as well.  It’s the dog 
days of summer and the heat is on, both literally and 
figuratively.  High temps and humidity surround 
the heated battles waged on the practice field for 
playing time and starting positions.  This break 
in action reminds the players that they have fans.  
Fans that are excited to meet them.  The smiles on 
their faces and the kind words that they provide 
gives an emotional lift that helps carry the players 

through the toughest part of camp.
Some question what the majority of players 

dream of when they strap on the pads.  The answer 
is simple, going back to when they first started 
playing the game, “playing in the NFL”.

Players want to make it to the big time.  It is 
what drives them to put in extra time in the weight 
room and on the practice field.  Did I mention that 
there were a handful of NFL scouts invited to the 
event?  Having scouts in the stadium will drive up 
the level of effort from every player.  

West Virginia Head Coach, Neal Brown also 
took the opportunity to mention that there were 
several positions that were still up for grabs and 
that practices would be more physical than they 
were a year ago.  Brown is under pressure to 
provide a winner this season.  His message, if you 
read between the lines, was clear.  Brown wants 
his players to compete.  The harder they work, the 
better they will be, which strengthens his starters 
while building quality depth in the process.  Brown 
also knows the tougher his players become the 
harder it will be for opponents to defeat them 
mentally and where it counts the most, on the 
scoreboard.  

Coaches that aren’t as demanding during the 
preseason have teams that are slow coming out the 
gate.  

Brown needs a quick start to the season.  After 
state, a brief break Duquesne is on tap week 
two, then the Backyard Brawl.  Then it’s off 
to conference play, so a fast start is needed.  
Momentum can be gained with a pair of early 
season victories.  Brown has his future in his own 
hands and he is doing everything that he can to 
keep the momentum gained from fan day.  

That will do it for now.  Until next week…take 
care and God Bless!

This golf season has led to professional golf 
once again being played in West Virginia.  This 
week’s edition of Tee It Up focuses on the recent 
LIV golf event that took place at the Old White 
Course at the Greenbriar Resort. 

Bryson DeChambeau shot an impressive 58 on 
the tournament’s final round to run away with a 
six shot win.  It was his first win since the 2020 
US Open.  DeChambeau had a long term verbal 
sparring match with Brooks Koepka that took 
most of his mental focus.  The beef between two 
of golf’s heavyweights was supposedly ended a 
while back but Bryson struggled to find his old 
form, until he made his way to the mountain 
states.  

The Greenbriar Resort and the PGA had a nine 
year marriage from 2010-2019.  The stop was a 
favorite spot for several pro golfers that would 
bring their families and make a vacation out 
of their time in our state.  The tour moved the 
Greenbriar Classic to September in later years, 
which caused the amount of fans attending to 
decrease drastically.  The low numbers led to the 
even being canceled.  

Having professional gold make a return to our 
state brought a buzz that had been missing for 
years.  Hopefully, this was not a one and done 
situation and we will see more professional gold 
in West Virginia.  Anytime that we can showcase 
the Greenbriar Resort on a national level good 
things are sure to follow. 

Football to Play Post 
University in 2023 

Homecoming Game
FAIRMONT, W.Va. – The Fairmont State 

football team will play Post University in its 
2023 Homecoming game, the team revealed on 
Monday (Aug. 7).

 The two teams will play on Saturday, Sept. 
30 at 2 p.m. from Duvall-Rosier Field in the 
2023 Fairmont State Homecoming game. The 
announcement comes following the impending 
closure of Alderson Broaddus University.

 Single game tickets and new season ticket 
packages will be available on Wednesday, Aug. 
9. Parking passes will be available for pickup at 
the Fairmont State Athletic Department offices 
on Wednesday, Aug. 16.

 The 2023 Fairmont State football schedule 
is below.

 Aug. 31 | vs. Bloomsburg
Sept. 7 | at West Liberty
Sept. 16 | vs. Wheeling
Sept. 23 | at Notre Dame (Ohio)
Sept. 30 | vs. Post (2023 Homecoming)
Oct. 5 | vs. Concord
Oct. 14 | at UNC-Pembroke
Oct. 21 | vs. Charleston
Oct. 28 | at West Virginia State
Nov. 4 | at West Virginia Wesleyan
Nov. 11 | vs. Frostburg State

Salem University Enters 
2023-24 Non-Conference 

Scheduling Agreement 
with Mountain East 

Conference
SALEM, W.Va. - In the wake of recent changes 

around the landscape of higher education in the 
state of West Virginia, Salem University and 
the Mountain East Conference have announced 
a non-conference scheduling agreement for the 
2023-24 season.

As a result of the impending closure and 
immediate suspension of athletics at Alderson 
Broaddus University, Salem will compete in 
non-conference play against MEC baseball, 
men’s and women’s basketball, men’s and 
women’s soccer, softball and women’s volleyball 
programs.

Salem will replace Alderson Broaddus in the 
schedules of the aforementioned sports. All 
contests will be considered non-conference.

Salem Athletic Director Alex Joseph noted, 
“We are excited to announce this unique 
partnership with the Mountain East Conference. 
We look forward to working with MEC 
administrators and coaching staffs to create 
high-quality student-athlete experiences for the 
2023-24 season. Our university and our campus 
community are thrilled for this new opportunity 
to showcase everything Salem and its student-
athletes have to offer. We thank Commissioner 
Amos and the conference office for their hard 
work in helping us develop this partnership.

WVU’s Eilert 
Announces Signing of 

Ofri Naveh
By Bryan Messerly

MORGANTOWN, W.Va. – West Virginia 
University men’s basketball interim head coach 
Josh Eilert has announced the signing of Ofri 
Naveh to a grant-in-aid for the 2023-24 academic 
year.

 Naveh, a 6-foot-6, 225-pound forward, from 
Neot Golan, Israel, will be a freshman at West 
Virginia in 2023-24.

 “Ofri has really good skills for his size, 
especially guard skills,” Eilert said. “He’s young, 
and he’s going to continue to develop his body 
and increase his strength. He has a really good 
first step to get by the opposition. Ofri played 
well for Israel this summer, and we look forward 
to Ofri arriving here and joining our Mountaineer 
basketball family.”

 Naveh recently completed FIBA U18 European 
Championship play with Israel. In seven games, 
he averaged 11.0 points, 7.1 rebounds, 1.4 assists, 
1.9 steals and 1.0 blocks per game. Naveh shot 54 
percent from the field, 47 percent from 3-point 
range and 67 percent from the free throw line.

 Naveh scored 14 points in games against 
Lithuania and France, 13 points against Greece, 
12 points against Sweden and 10 points against 
Turkey. He had 11 rebounds against Greece and 
10 rebounds against Sweden.

 Naveh has played for the Maccabi Playtiki Tel 
Aviv U18 team.
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Including Cable TV Provided; Major 
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MEDICATIONS
WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW
As you age, it is important to know 
about your medicines to avoid possible 
problems. As you get older you may be faced 
with more health conditions that you need to 
treat on a regular basis. It is important to be 
aware that more use of medicines and normal 
body changes caused by aging can increase the 
chance of unwanted or maybe even harmful drug 
interactions.

“Avoid potential problems by knowing the facts 
about your medications,” said Sonny Hoskinson, 
R.Ph., Director of Pharmacy at United Hospital 
Center. “Awareness is key when it comes to 
your medicines. Talking with your health care 
professional will help you to avoid any errors.”

As you age, body changes can affect the way 
medicines are absorbed and used. For example, 
changes in the digestive system can affect how 
fast medicines enter the bloodstream. Changes 
in body weight can influence the amount of 
medicine you need to take and how long it stays 
in your body. The circulation system may slow 
down, which can affect how fast drugs get to the 
liver and kidneys. The liver and kidneys also may 
work more slowly affecting the way a drug breaks 
down and is removed from the body.

“Drug interactions for older adults is more 
common due to these body changes,” Hoskinson 
said.  “When two or more medicines react with 
each other (called a drug-drug interaction) it 
results in an unwanted effect.”  

This kind of interaction can also cause one 
medicine to not work as well or even make one 
medicine stronger than it should be. For example, 
you should not take aspirin if you are taking a 
prescription blood thinner, such as Warfarin, 
unless your health care professional tells you to.

“List all the prescription and over-the-counter medicines, dietary supplements, 
vitamins, and herbals you take, as this will help you to organize your medicines,” 
said Hoskinson. “Be sure to share this list with your health care professionals”.   

It is very important that each of them knows what medicines you are taking. 
The list should include: the name of the medicine, the doctor who prescribed 
it, how much and how often to take, instructions on how to take the 
medicine, what it is taken for and any expected side effects.

Remember to bring all over-the-counter medicines you take as  
well as any dietary supplements, vitamins, and herbals. It is also  
important to get rid of any expired medicines you may have.

Questions to ask before you leave the doctor’s office:
•   What is the name of the medicine and what is it supposed to do? Is there a less expensive alternative?
•   How and when do I take the medicine and for how long?
•   Whether to take it with water, food, or with a special medicine, or at the same time as other medicines.
•   Can it be taken with over-the-counter medicines? If so, when?
•   What to do if you miss or forget a dose.
•   Whether you take it before, during, or after meals.
•   The timing between each dose. For example, does “four times a day”  

mean you have to take it in the middle of the night?
•    What your doctor means by “as needed.”
•   Are there any other special instructions to follow?
•   What foods, drinks, other medicines, dietary supplements,  

or activities should I avoid while taking this medicine?
•   Will any tests or monitoring be required while I am taking this medicine?  

Do I need to report back to the doctor?
•  What are the possible side effects and what do I do if they occur?
•   When should I expect the medicine to start working, and how will I know if it is working?
•   Will this new prescription work safely with the other prescription and over-the-counter medicines or 

dietary supplements I am taking?
•   Keep a Record of Your Medicines; Give Your Medicine Chest a Yearly Check-Up

AGING AND HEALTH: YOU AND YOUR MEDICINES

Important Tips to Remember
Always read and follow the directions on  
the medicine label. OTC medicine labels  
give you all the information you need to take  
the medicine the right way and tell you:
•  Active and inactive ingredients,
•  What the medicine is used for,
•  Interactions or side effects that could happen,
•   How and when (or when not) to take the 

medicine,
•  Other warnings.
Choose OTC medicines that have only the 
ingredients you need. It is a good idea to only use 
medicines that treat the problems or symptoms 
you have. Ask your pharmacist for help. If you are 
taking more than one medicine, pay attention to 
the “active ingredients” to avoid taking too much 
of the same ingredient.
Check for package tampering and the expiration 
date. Do not buy medicines if the packaging has 
been broken or if the expiration date has passed. 
The expiration date tells you the date after which 
the product may not be as effective.
Talk to your doctor if taking an OTC medicine 
becomes a regular habit. Most OTC medicines are 
only to be used for a short time.
If you have questions about specific medicines, 
visit the National Library of Medicine and click on 
“Drug Information.”
Find more tips and health information online at 
UHCHouseCall.com.

Organize your medicines at home. Many people 
use a chart or written schedule to keep track of 
their medicines. Some find containers with different 
colored caps, different sections or with alarms that 
go off at set times helpful.
Keep medicines in a cool, dry place, away from 
bright light. A kitchen cabinet or bedroom shelf may 
be good storage places. Medicines should not be 
kept in places where heat and moisture can alter 
their effectiveness. Do not keep medicines in the 
refrigerator, unless your doctor or pharmacist, or the 
label, tells you.
If you do buy medicines on the Internet, check the 
web site for the Verified Internet Pharmacy Practice 
Sites (VIPPS) program and seal of approval to make 
sure the site is properly licensed and has been 
successfully reviewed and inspected by the National 
Association of Boards of Pharmacy (www.nabp.net).
Always keeps medicines in their original containers, 
and never put more than one kind of medication in 
the same container.

Taking Over-the-Counter Medicines
Today’s medicine cabinets contain a growing 
choice of over-the-counter, OTC, medicines to treat 
a growing number of health problems. Common 
OTC medicines include pain relievers, laxatives, 
cough and cold products, and antacids. 
“It is important to keep in mind that OTC 
medicines can affect how prescription medicines 
work or are used by the body,” Hoskinson said.  
“Make it a point to discuss with your  
doctor about your OTC medication(s).”

Taking Prescription Medicines  
“It is always best to read and keep the package 
insert information for your medications and follow 
your doctor’s instructions,” said Hoskinson.  “If you 
are worried about forgetting your medications or if 
you do not understand the instructions, ask your 
healthcare provider to give you written directions.”
Take your medicines for the whole time they are 
prescribed, even if you feel better.
Take only your own medicines. Taking someone 
else’s medicine may hide your symptoms and make 
diagnosing your illness more difficult for your doctor.
Know about your medicines. If you take more than 
one medicine, be able to tell them apart by size, 
shape, color, number or name imprint, form (tablet or 
capsule), or container.
Plan for medicines you need to take during the night. 
If you need to take more than one medicine, try not 
to keep these by your bedside. If you must, and 
there are no small children or pets in your home, 
place the pills you will need during the night on your 
bedside table. Turn on the light and make sure you 
are taking the right medicine at the right time.
Before you travel, ask your doctor or pharmacist 
how to adjust your medicine schedule to account for 
changes in time, routine, and diet. Bring the phone 
numbers of your doctors and pharmacists with you. 
When flying, carry your medicines with you; do not 
pack them in your checked luggage. When traveling, 
always keep medicines out of heat and direct sunlight.
If there are children in your home, remember to put 
medicines out of their sight and reach, and do not 
take medicines in front of them. 
Get prescriptions refilled early enough to avoid 
running out of medicine, which may cause  
problems with your medicine schedule.

WHAT YOU SHOULD BE DOING       Sonny Hoskinson, R.Ph.,  
   Director of Pharmacy at  
United Hospital Center.
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As you age, it is important to know 
about your medicines to avoid possible 
problems. As you get older you may be faced 
with more health conditions that you need to 
treat on a regular basis. It is important to be 
aware that more use of medicines and normal 
body changes caused by aging can increase the 
chance of unwanted or maybe even harmful drug 
interactions.

“Avoid potential problems by knowing the facts 
about your medications,” said Sonny Hoskinson, 
R.Ph., Director of Pharmacy at United Hospital 
Center. “Awareness is key when it comes to 
your medicines. Talking with your health care 
professional will help you to avoid any errors.”

As you age, body changes can affect the way 
medicines are absorbed and used. For example, 
changes in the digestive system can affect how 
fast medicines enter the bloodstream. Changes 
in body weight can influence the amount of 
medicine you need to take and how long it stays 
in your body. The circulation system may slow 
down, which can affect how fast drugs get to the 
liver and kidneys. The liver and kidneys also may 
work more slowly affecting the way a drug breaks 
down and is removed from the body.

“Drug interactions for older adults is more 
common due to these body changes,” Hoskinson 
said.  “When two or more medicines react with 
each other (called a drug-drug interaction) it 
results in an unwanted effect.”  

This kind of interaction can also cause one 
medicine to not work as well or even make one 
medicine stronger than it should be. For example, 
you should not take aspirin if you are taking a 
prescription blood thinner, such as Warfarin, 
unless your health care professional tells you to.

“List all the prescription and over-the-counter medicines, dietary supplements, 
vitamins, and herbals you take, as this will help you to organize your medicines,” 
said Hoskinson. “Be sure to share this list with your health care professionals”.   

It is very important that each of them knows what medicines you are taking. 
The list should include: the name of the medicine, the doctor who prescribed 
it, how much and how often to take, instructions on how to take the 
medicine, what it is taken for and any expected side effects.

Remember to bring all over-the-counter medicines you take as  
well as any dietary supplements, vitamins, and herbals. It is also  
important to get rid of any expired medicines you may have.

Questions to ask before you leave the doctor’s office:
•   What is the name of the medicine and what is it supposed to do? Is there a less expensive alternative?
•   How and when do I take the medicine and for how long?
•   Whether to take it with water, food, or with a special medicine, or at the same time as other medicines.
•   Can it be taken with over-the-counter medicines? If so, when?
•   What to do if you miss or forget a dose.
•   Whether you take it before, during, or after meals.
•   The timing between each dose. For example, does “four times a day”  

mean you have to take it in the middle of the night?
•    What your doctor means by “as needed.”
•   Are there any other special instructions to follow?
•   What foods, drinks, other medicines, dietary supplements,  

or activities should I avoid while taking this medicine?
•   Will any tests or monitoring be required while I am taking this medicine?  

Do I need to report back to the doctor?
•  What are the possible side effects and what do I do if they occur?
•   When should I expect the medicine to start working, and how will I know if it is working?
•   Will this new prescription work safely with the other prescription and over-the-counter medicines or 

dietary supplements I am taking?
•   Keep a Record of Your Medicines; Give Your Medicine Chest a Yearly Check-Up

AGING AND HEALTH: YOU AND YOUR MEDICINES

Important Tips to Remember
Always read and follow the directions on  
the medicine label. OTC medicine labels  
give you all the information you need to take  
the medicine the right way and tell you:
•  Active and inactive ingredients,
•  What the medicine is used for,
•  Interactions or side effects that could happen,
•   How and when (or when not) to take the 

medicine,
•  Other warnings.
Choose OTC medicines that have only the 
ingredients you need. It is a good idea to only use 
medicines that treat the problems or symptoms 
you have. Ask your pharmacist for help. If you are 
taking more than one medicine, pay attention to 
the “active ingredients” to avoid taking too much 
of the same ingredient.
Check for package tampering and the expiration 
date. Do not buy medicines if the packaging has 
been broken or if the expiration date has passed. 
The expiration date tells you the date after which 
the product may not be as effective.
Talk to your doctor if taking an OTC medicine 
becomes a regular habit. Most OTC medicines are 
only to be used for a short time.
If you have questions about specific medicines, 
visit the National Library of Medicine and click on 
“Drug Information.”
Find more tips and health information online at 
UHCHouseCall.com.

Organize your medicines at home. Many people 
use a chart or written schedule to keep track of 
their medicines. Some find containers with different 
colored caps, different sections or with alarms that 
go off at set times helpful.
Keep medicines in a cool, dry place, away from 
bright light. A kitchen cabinet or bedroom shelf may 
be good storage places. Medicines should not be 
kept in places where heat and moisture can alter 
their effectiveness. Do not keep medicines in the 
refrigerator, unless your doctor or pharmacist, or the 
label, tells you.
If you do buy medicines on the Internet, check the 
web site for the Verified Internet Pharmacy Practice 
Sites (VIPPS) program and seal of approval to make 
sure the site is properly licensed and has been 
successfully reviewed and inspected by the National 
Association of Boards of Pharmacy (www.nabp.net).
Always keeps medicines in their original containers, 
and never put more than one kind of medication in 
the same container.

Taking Over-the-Counter Medicines
Today’s medicine cabinets contain a growing 
choice of over-the-counter, OTC, medicines to treat 
a growing number of health problems. Common 
OTC medicines include pain relievers, laxatives, 
cough and cold products, and antacids. 
“It is important to keep in mind that OTC 
medicines can affect how prescription medicines 
work or are used by the body,” Hoskinson said.  
“Make it a point to discuss with your  
doctor about your OTC medication(s).”

Taking Prescription Medicines  
“It is always best to read and keep the package 
insert information for your medications and follow 
your doctor’s instructions,” said Hoskinson.  “If you 
are worried about forgetting your medications or if 
you do not understand the instructions, ask your 
healthcare provider to give you written directions.”
Take your medicines for the whole time they are 
prescribed, even if you feel better.
Take only your own medicines. Taking someone 
else’s medicine may hide your symptoms and make 
diagnosing your illness more difficult for your doctor.
Know about your medicines. If you take more than 
one medicine, be able to tell them apart by size, 
shape, color, number or name imprint, form (tablet or 
capsule), or container.
Plan for medicines you need to take during the night. 
If you need to take more than one medicine, try not 
to keep these by your bedside. If you must, and 
there are no small children or pets in your home, 
place the pills you will need during the night on your 
bedside table. Turn on the light and make sure you 
are taking the right medicine at the right time.
Before you travel, ask your doctor or pharmacist 
how to adjust your medicine schedule to account for 
changes in time, routine, and diet. Bring the phone 
numbers of your doctors and pharmacists with you. 
When flying, carry your medicines with you; do not 
pack them in your checked luggage. When traveling, 
always keep medicines out of heat and direct sunlight.
If there are children in your home, remember to put 
medicines out of their sight and reach, and do not 
take medicines in front of them. 
Get prescriptions refilled early enough to avoid 
running out of medicine, which may cause  
problems with your medicine schedule.

WHAT YOU SHOULD BE DOING       Sonny Hoskinson, R.Ph.,  
   Director of Pharmacy at  
United Hospital Center.
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The new school year is just around the corner. Whether it is the 
first school year for your child or the eighth, reviewing school 

safety is always vital before the new school year.

Follow UHC on Facebook for your daily dose 
of health tips, hospital updates, and more!

from PEDIATRIC ASSOCIATES AND BRIDGEPORT PEDIATRICS 

BACK TO SCHOOL
SAFETY 
TIPS

Pedestrian Safety 
Whether your child is walking to school, 
crossing the street, or nearby the road, 
everyone should be aware of their 
surroundings and follow these reminders:

•  Use the sidewalk when possible; if 
there isn’t a sidewalk, walk on the edge of 
the street facing traffic.

•  When available, use marked crosswalks 
to cross the street, and look left-right-left 
for vehicles or bikes before crossing.

•  Ensure you never play, push or shove 
others when walking around traffic.

•  Everyone should watch the road, not 
their phones.

School Safety Helpline
If you or someone you know needs to report information 
that may have a negative impact on students, staff, or 
property at a West Virginia school, call the  
West Virginia Safe Schools  
Helpline at 866-723-3982. 
This is a 24/7 toll-free helpline provided by  
the Emergency Management Division.

Bus Safety for Students
Not only do drivers need to stay watchful, but also 
children. Teach your child SAFE: 

Stay five steps away from the curb.

 A lways wait until the bus comes to a complete 
stop and the bus driver signals for you to board. 

Face forward after finding a seat on the bus.

 E xit the bus after it stops and look left-right-left  
for cars before crossing a street.

Bus Safety for Drivers
As a driver, practicing the driving rules around school 
buses and being mindful of the surrounding area is 
crucial.

•  Yellow flashing lights on a school bus mean slow 
down, don’t speed up, because the bus is preparing 
to stop. Likely, students are waiting to get on the bus, 
or parents are waiting nearby to pick up children.

•  Red flashing lights mean stop and wait at least 20 
feet behind the bus because children are getting on 
or off the school bus. Stay stopped until the red lights 
stop flashing, the extended stop-arm is withdrawn, 
and the bus begins moving. Passing a school bus 
while the stop-arm is extended and the red lights are 
flashing is illegal.

Even when lights aren’t flashing, watch for children. Be 
alert for children during the morning, mid-afternoon and 
around school arrival and dismissal times. Pay attention 
when backing out of a driveway and driving through a 
neighborhood, school zone, or bus stop.
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CAREER
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING!  Become a Medical Of-
fice Profes-sional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work in 
months!  Call 877-635-0244. The Mis-
sion, Program Information and Tuition 
is located at Career-Technical.edu/con-
sumer-information.  (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

HEALTH/MEDICAL
DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113
PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim inde-pendence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Ino-gen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get your 
favorite live TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE 
Package, $84.99/mo for 12 months. 
HBO Max and Premium Channels in-
cluded for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package 
or higher.) No annual contract, no hid-
den fees! Some restrictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-855-656-0296
DISH NETWORK: Only from Dish- 3 
year TV Price Guarantee! 99% Signal 
Reliability, backed by guarantee. In-

cludes Multi-Sport with NFL Redzone. 
Switch and Get a FREE $100 Gift Card. 
Call today! 1-855-736-4350
CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS 
home internet with EarthLink. Enjoy 
speeds from 5G and 4G LTE networks, 
no contracts, easy installation, and data 
plans up to 300 GB. Call 844-230-3640
HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTER-
NET - 25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! 
Get More Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Standard In-stallation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, Call 1-877-
567-2866
FREE HIGH SPEED INTERNET for 
those that qualify. Government program 
for recipi-ents of select programs incl. 
Medicaid, SNAP, Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veter-ans Pension, Survivor Ben-
efits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet ser-
vice. Bonus of-fer: Android tablet FREE 
with one-time $20 copay. Free shipping 
& handling. Call Maxsip Telecom today! 
1-833-317-1335

MISCELLANEOUS
DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our veterans! 
Sched-ule a FAST, FREE vehicle pick-
up and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-964-
4167 today!
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - 
No payments for 18 months! Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior 
& Mili-tary Discounts available.  Call: 
844-601-2044
UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful 
New Blinds & Shades.  FREE in-home 
es-timates make it convenient to shop 
from home. Professional installation.  
Top quality - Made in the USA.  Call for 

free consultation:  877-802-8381.  Ask 
about our specials!
HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE, 
Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 Penn-
sylva-nia Ave., Charleston, WV. Call 
(304) 541-9139 for an appointment.  
ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 20% off Entire Pur-chase. 
Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-844-295-2840
BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. 
We want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since 
1920 Book manuscript submissions 
currently being re-viewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consultation, Produc-
tion, Promotion and Dis-tribution. Call 
for Your Author`s Guide 1-833-675-
6435 or visit dorranceinfo.com/WV
PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a GENERAC home stand-
by generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request a 
FREE Quote. Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-844-901-2301
UP TO $15,000 .00 of GUARANTEED 
Life Insurance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses.Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv
SAFE STEP. North Americas #1 Walk-
In Tub. Comprehensive lifetime war-
ranty. Top-of-the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring our FREE show-
er package and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-844-803-1282

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today any of three easy ways:

Call classifieds at this Newspaper
 

Or WVPA at 1-800-235-6881 or Visit www.wvpress.org
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(2021-S-00000331 - Harrison County - WVTJ, LLC)
To: JOHN RUDOLPH CHRISTINA, OCCUPANT, IRS, ATTN: ADVISORY CONSOLIDATED RE-

CEIPTS, WV STATE TAX DEPARTMENT, or heirs at law, devisees, creditors, representatives, successors, 
assigns, all known heirs, guardians, conservators, fiduciaries, administrators, lienholders, co-owners, other 
parties having an undivided interest in the delinquent property, and other parties that may have an interest 
in the subject property.

DISTRICT CLAY SHINNSTON CORP  MAP 1006  PARCEL 0190 0000
You will take notice that WVTJ, LLC, the purchaser of the tax lien(s) on the following real estate, Cer-

tificate of Sale: 2021-S-00000331, 1 TRACT (LOTS 4 5) PARRILL ADD, located in CLAY SHINNSTON 
CORP, which was returned delinquent in the name of CHRISTINA JOHN RUDOLPH, and for which the 
tax lien(s) thereon was sold by the sheriff of Harrison County at the sale for the delinquent taxes made on 
the 4th day of November, 2021, has requested that you be notified that a deed for such real estate will be 
made to him or her on or after October 1, 2023, as provided by law, unless before that day you redeem 
such real estate. The amount you will have to pay on the last day, September 30, 2023, will be as follows:

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of the sale, with  $  1,374.72
interest, to September 30, 2023.
Amount of subsequent year’s taxes paid on the property, since the sale,  $  1,235.19
with interest to September 30, 2023.
Amount paid for the Title Examination and preparation of the list to be served  $  1,100.30
and for preparation and service of notice with interest from January 1, 2022,
following the sheriff’s sale to September 30, 2023.
Amount paid for other statutory costs with interest from following the sheriff’s  $  270.71
sale to September 30, 2023.
Total Amount Payable to Sheriff - cashier check, money order or certified  $  3,980.92
check must be made payable to The Honorable Robert Matheny, Sheriff 
and Treasurer of Harrison County.
Cost of Certification of Redemption - cashier check, money order or certified  $  35.00
check must be made payable to The Honorable John B. McCuskey, State Auditor.

You may redeem any time before September 30, 2023, by paying the above total
less any unearned interest.

Return this letter and both certified funds to the
WV State Auditor’s Office,
County Collection Division

1900 Kanawha Blvd East, Building 1, Room W-114
Charleston, West Virginia 25305.

Questions please call 1-888-509-6568 option 2
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WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Division of Highways

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of High-
ways through the Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed proposals (only when prequal-
ification is waived) being received at its office in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard East, 
Charleston, West Virginia, until September 12, 2023 at 10:00 AM (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will 
be downloaded and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions of the following project(s):
Call Contract State Project Federal Project Description
027 2020000589 S317-50-4.39 00 NHPP-0050(408) STRUCTURE REPLACEMENT
     BRISTOL BR EB & WB 
     0.30 M E CR 50/6 - 0.42 M E CR 50-6
     COUNTY: HARRISON
BRIDGE: 11754 CONCRETE SLAB ON FABRICATED STEEL GIRDER
SPAN(S): 4 STRUCTURE STEEL: 1,124,277.00
BRIDGE: 11755 CONCRETE SLAB ON FABRICATED STEEL GIRDER
SPAN(S): 4 STRUCTURE STEEL: 1,187,127.00
DBE GOAL: 14% OF CONTRACT BID AMOUNT. BIDDER MUST PROVIDE WRITTEN
   ASSURANCE OF MEETING GOAL ON FORM IN PROPOSAL.
REMARKS:

Proposals will be received from prequalified and West Virginia licensed contractors only except that on 
Federal-Aid Projects a contractors’ license is not required at time of bid, but will be required before work 
can begin. Registration is required with the Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in ac-
cordance with Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 of the West Virginia Code. All contractors submitting bids 
on project(s) must submit electronically with their bid a Proposal Guaranty Bond for $500.00 or 5% of the 
total bid, whichever is greater.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways reserves the right to defer, delay 
or postpone the date for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project designated in this adver-
tisement, without the necessity of renewing such advertisement. The deferment, delay, postponement, and 
the date that proposals will be received and publicly opened will be available on www.bidx.com  

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways hereby notifies all bidders that it 
will affirmatively ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, minority business 
enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be dis-
criminated against on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex or national origin in consideration for an award.

Upcoming Events at Seneca Shadows Campground 
Amphitheater in Pendleton County

 Seneca Rocks, W.Va., August 
9, 2023 – Join us at Monongahela 
National Forest’s Seneca Shadows 
Campground Amphitheater for 
the Summer Concert and Speaker 
Series. You do not need to be a 
guest of the campground to attend. 
All programs are free of charge and 
sponsored by the Eastern National 
Forests Interpretive Association in 
cooperation with American Land & 
Leisure. In the event of inclement 
weather, programs will be moved to 
the Seneca Rocks Discovery Center 
Auditorium. All programs are subject 
to change or cancellation at any time.

 Saturday, Aug. 12, 7:30-9 p.m.: 
Music with Ben Townsend. Ben 
performs a rich blend of old-time 
music on banjo and fiddle. Meet 
at Seneca Shadows Campground 
Amphitheater.

Saturday, Aug. 19, 7:30-9 p.m.: An 
Evening with Bats at Seneca Rocks 

Discovery Center Auditorium. Join 
Leslie Surges of Bat Conservation 
and Rescue of Virginia to learn all 
about nature’s flying bug zappers 
and eavesdrop on their echolocation 
calls. The event starts with a live bat 
program, followed by a short walk 
to look for bats using bat detector 
equipment. Meet at Seneca Rocks 
Discovery Center Auditorium.

Saturday, Aug. 26, 7:30-9 p.m.: 
Mon Mania! Are you smarter 
than a Forest Ranger? Find out at 
this interactive gameshow for all 
ages. Earn points, win prizes, roast 
s’mores, and learn a little more about 
Monongahela National Forest along 
the way. Meet at Seneca Shadows 
Campground Amphitheater.

Saturday, Sept. 2, 7-9 p.m.: 
Music with Crandall Creek. Since 
forming in 2015, this bluegrass band 
has received significant chart success 
and reached many career milestones. 

Marshall University receives $45 
million from state for revolutionary 

cyber security institute
H U N T I N G T O N , 

W.Va. - Marshall Uni-
versity, building on 
its reputation as the 
premier cyber secu-
rity academic institu-
tion in Appalachia and 
in an unprecedented 
move that will bolster 
national cybersecurity 
capabilities in protect-
ing our nation’s criti-
cal infrastructure, has 
received a substantial 
investment of $45 mil-
lion from the state of 
West Virginia.

This boost will estab-
lish a state-of-the-art 
Institute for Cyber Se-
curity, positioning the 
university at the fore-
front of cyber defense 
and research. 

 “Through our West 
Virginia Forward ef-
forts, which identified 
cyber security as a po-
tential growth area for 
our state, Marshall has 
emerged as a national 
leader in developing 
advanced techniques, 
tools, and methodolo-
gies to protect criti-
cal infrastructure, and 
state, national, and in-
dustry assets; as well as 
developing the skilled 
workforce,” said Mar-
shall President Brad 
D. Smith. “This is a 
landmark moment for 
our university, marking 
profound commitment 
to safeguarding our 
digital future and ad-
dressing the escalating 
challenges of the cyber 
landscape.

 “West Virginia has 
many legislative lead-
ers with the economic 
foresight and passion 

for strengthening West 
Virginia’s competi-
tive edge in our global 
economy. The Marshall 
University community 
thanks them for their 
steadfast leadership.”

 “All of this would not 
be possible without the 
strong support of our 
West Virginia Congres-
sional Delegation as 
well,” Smith continued.  
“U.S. Sen. Manchin 
and U.S. Sen Capito 
have worked tirelessly 
to help develop strate-
gic partnerships with 
federal agencies that 
have led to Marshall’s 
selection as a Center 
of Excellence for Cy-
ber Security by the 
U.S. Cyber Command, 
as well as a Center of 
Academic Excellence 
in Cyber Defense by 
the National Security 
Agency.”  

 Gov. Jim Justice in-
cluded the supplemen-
tal appropriation fund-
ing for legislators to 
consider during a spe-
cial session this week 
in Charleston, saying 
Marshall is quickly be-
coming the cyber secu-
rity hub of Appalachia.  

 “Marshall University 
is poised to become a 
national leader in cyber 
security and this $45 
million boost is proof 
we as a state whole-
heartedly endorse and 
support the program’s 
growth,” Justice said. 
“The remarkable efforts 
of President Smith and 
his team at Marshall are 
truly exceptional, and 
we should all be proud 
that one of our state’s 

top universities is mak-
ing significant strides 
in this critical indus-
try. I thank those in the 
West Virginia Legis-
lature for their efforts 
in appropriating these 
funds.”

 Smith said signifi-
cant kudos go to West 
Virginia’s policy lead-
ers for the critical in-
vestment which will 
build a cyber security 
ecosystem on the East 
Coast.  

Senate President 
Craig Blair said he was 
so proud of the Legis-
lature for their support 
of the investment into 
Marshall.  

“We are working to 
be the leader in driving 
high-tech, new econo-
my jobs, and I am ex-
cited that we’ll be able 
to educate and train an 
entire new generation 
of cybersecurity ex-
perts right here in the 
State of West Virginia. 

In 2022, Crandall Creek’s single, 
“Molly Burns,” debuted at No. 7 on 
the Bluegrass Today Top 20 weekly 
chart. Meet at Seneca Shadows 
Campground Amphitheater.

Sunday, Sept. 3, 7:30-9 p.m.: 
Scaling the Rocks. Have you ever 
wondered how people climb Seneca 
Rocks? Join Climbing Ranger Matt 
O’Brien for a brief history of the 
climbing techniques and equipment 

used to scale the rocks. Meet at Seneca 
Shadows Campground Amphitheater.

 Contact the Seneca Rocks 
Discovery Center at (304) 567-
2827 for more information about 
these programs. The center is open 
Thursday through Monday, 9:30 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m., closed Tuesday 
and Wednesday. The Historic Sites 
Homestead is open Saturday and 
Sunday, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

See “Marshall” on Pg 8
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701 South Pike Street, Shinnston, WV 26431
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Out of the Past
Memorable photographs from around Harrison County

POST YOUR LEGALS 
IN THE SHINNSTON 

NEWS JOURNAL
A late 19th century promotional image of Salem. Photo courtesy of the Library of Congress

Melvin Roy “Bud” Beverly
Melvin Roy “Bud” Beverly, 84, of Isaac Creek, 

Clarksburg, passed away on Thursday, August 
10, 2023 at United Hospital Center. He was born 
November 23, 1938 at Isaac Creek, a son of the 
late John Roy and Gladys Pearl Yates Beverly.

On April 23, 1961, Bud married the love of his 
life, Phyllis Jean Beatty Beverly, who survives 
him. He is also survived by his sons, Roy Dale 
Beverly and his wife Rhonda Lynn of Isaac Creek; 
Thomas Edison Beverly of Bingamon; and David 
Lee Beverly and his wife Crystal Dawn of Sardis; 
his grandchildren, Thomas Edison Beverly II of 
Oklahoma; Travis Lee Beverly of Sardis; Allen 
Roy Beverly of Sardis, and Alyssa Beth Beverly 
also of Sardis; his sister-in-law, Phyllis Kay 
Beverly of Clarksburg; and his brothers-in-law, 
Joe Cross of Florida; Butch Beatty of Salem; and 
Rick Beatty of Shinnston; as well as several nieces 
and nephews.

In addition to his parents, Bud was preceded 
in death by his brothers, Denver Beverly; Paul 
Beverly and his wife Patricia Ann; as well as his 
sisters-in-law, Ginger Cross; Judy Reynolds; and 
Karen Kay Beverly.

Bud served our country in the U.S. Army. In 
1999, he retired as a lineman for T.A. Chapman, 
a contractor for Bell Atlantic Telephone Company. 
Bud was an avid deer hunter and loved working on 
his farm. He will be remembered as an honest and 
devoted husband, father, and grandfather.

Friends will be received at Perine Funeral Home, 
1348 S. Pike St. Shinnston, on Sunday from 2-8pm. 
A funeral service was held at the funeral home on 
Monday, August 14, at 1:00 pm with Pastor Tim 
Sandy officiating. Interment followed at the Sardis 
Cemetery. Online memories and condolences can 
be shared with the family at www.perinefunerals.
com

The Perine Funeral Home is honored to serve the 
Beverly family.
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WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Division of Highways

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of High-
ways through the Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed proposals (only when prequal-
ification is waived) being received at its office in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard East, 
Charleston, West Virginia, until September 12, 2023 at 10:00 AM (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will 
be downloaded and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions of the following project(s):
Call Contract State Project Federal Project Description
027 2020000589 S317-50-4.39 00 NHPP-0050(408) STRUCTURE REPLACEMENT
     BRISTOL BR EB & WB 
     0.30 M E CR 50/6 - 0.42 M E CR 50-6
     COUNTY: HARRISON
BRIDGE: 11754 CONCRETE SLAB ON FABRICATED STEEL GIRDER
SPAN(S): 4 STRUCTURE STEEL: 1,124,277.00
BRIDGE: 11755 CONCRETE SLAB ON FABRICATED STEEL GIRDER
SPAN(S): 4 STRUCTURE STEEL: 1,187,127.00
DBE GOAL: 14% OF CONTRACT BID AMOUNT. BIDDER MUST PROVIDE WRITTEN
   ASSURANCE OF MEETING GOAL ON FORM IN PROPOSAL.
REMARKS:

Proposals will be received from prequalified and West Virginia licensed contractors only except that on 
Federal-Aid Projects a contractors’ license is not required at time of bid, but will be required before work 
can begin. Registration is required with the Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in ac-
cordance with Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 of the West Virginia Code. All contractors submitting bids 
on project(s) must submit electronically with their bid a Proposal Guaranty Bond for $500.00 or 5% of the 
total bid, whichever is greater.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways reserves the right to defer, delay 
or postpone the date for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project designated in this adver-
tisement, without the necessity of renewing such advertisement. The deferment, delay, postponement, and 
the date that proposals will be received and publicly opened will be available on www.bidx.com  

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways hereby notifies all bidders that it 
will affirmatively ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, minority business 
enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be dis-
criminated against on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex or national origin in consideration for an award.

After Capito Urging, 
Commerce Department 

Stands with West 
Virginia Hardwood 
Plywood Industry

 CHARLESTON, W.Va. — U.S. Senator 
Shelley Moore Capito (R-W.Va.) today 
released the following statement regarding the 
U.S. Department of Commerce’s affirmative 
decisions on a hardwood plywood antidumping 
and countervailing (AD/CVD) case.

 Specifically, the ruling found that imports of 
certain hardwood plywood products completed 
in Vietnam using components primarily 
manufactured in China circumvented the 
antidumping duty (AD) and countervailing 
duty (CVD) orders on hardwood plywood from 
China.

 In March, Senator Capito led a letter to 
Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo to 
ensure the protection of domestic hardwood 
plywood manufacturers, following concern that 
manufacturing in this sector has been disrupted 
in recent years due to China’s unfair import 
practices. The decision, which came after 
Senator Capito’s letter, is a major victory for the 
hardwood plywood and veneer industry in West 
Virginia.

 “This is wonderful news for our manufacturers 
and workforce in our hardwood plywood 
and veneer industry in West Virginia, and 
I appreciate the Commerce Department for 
heeding my call and taking action in the face of 
unfair actions from China. I will always stand in 
support of our manufacturers in West Virginia, 
and fight to make certain they are not improperly 
disadvantaged by China’s misleading economic 
practices,” Senator Capito said.

Capito Announces 
Resources to Support 
West Virginia’s Take 
Me Home Transition 

Program for Long-Term 
Care Residents

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — U.S. Senator Shelley 
Moore Capito (R-W.Va.), Ranking Member of the 
Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, 
Health and Human Services, Education, and 
Related Agencies, today announced funding from 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) to West Virginia’s Take Me Home (TMH) 
Medicaid Transition Program. The TMH program 
seeks to identify qualifying residents of long-
term care facilities who wish to return to their 
own homes and apartments in the community and 
provide them with the support and services they 
need to do so. The program is supported by West 
Virginia’s Money Follows the Person (MFP) grant 
through the West Virginia Department of Health 
and Human Resources (WV DHHR). 

“The Take Me Home transition program allows 
many West Virginians with long-term health care 
needs to decide for themselves where the best 
setting is to receive the services they need. For 
many, that is their own homes and communities. 
This grant will give West Virginia the needed 
support and flexibility to help improve the quality 
of health care and help drive down costs for West 
Virginia’s residents currently living in long-term 
care. As the Ranking Member of the Labor-HHS 
Appropriations Subcommittee, I will keep fighting 
for the resources that help deliver the best standard 
of care possible for West Virginians,” Ranking 
Member Capito said.

Details on the award are listed below:
$5,860,706 for the West Virginia Department 

of Health and Human Resources (WV DHHR) 
(Charleston, W.Va.) to support the Medicaid MFP 
program that aims to aid long term care patients 
with getting treatment in a setting of their choice.

Manchin Announces $898K for Three West 
Virginia Research Initiatives

Charleston, WV – Today, U.S. Senator Joe 
Manchin (D-WV), member of the U.S. Senate 
Appropriations Committee, announced $898,443 
from the National Science Foundation (NSF) 
for three West Virginia research initiatives. 
The funding will support two projects at West 
Virginia University (WVU), including research 
on nitrogen emissions in forest environments 
and computational imagery in space, as well as a 
project to expand access to STEM research awards 
for four-year colleges and universities across the 
state through the West Virginia Higher Education 
Policy Commission.

“The National Science Foundation continues 
to be an important partner for the Mountain State 
through their investments in groundbreaking 

projects that provide West Virginia students and 
educators with unique research opportunities. I’m 
pleased these three initiatives are receiving awards 
to help advance our understanding of environmental 
science and computational imagery, as well as break 
down barriers to future research opportunities for 
our higher education institutions. As a member 
of the Senate Appropriations Committee, I will 
continue advocating for resources that bolster 
academic research and support our universities 
across West Virginia,” Senator Manchin said.

Individual awards listed below:
$599,442 – West Virginia University: Quantifying 

the Recovery of Central Appalachian Forests 
during the Final Chapter of Society’s Inadvertent 
Nitrogen Fertilization Experiment

This project will investigate the effects of nitrogen 
emissions in eastern U.S. forest environments 
through research at the Fernow Experimental 
Forest in Parsons. The initiative will engage local 
8th grade students in rural Tucker County through 
field trips and in-class activities.

$200,000 – West Virginia University: 
Uncertainty-Aware Computational Imaging (CI) 
in the Wild: A Bayesian Deep Learning Approach 
in the Latent Space

This project will advance the capabilities of 
CI to handle uncertain scientific and engineering 
paradigms. The development of uncertainty-aware 
CI systems will have a wide range of impact on 
both scientific exploration, such as astronomical 
questions, and daily life, such as smartphone 
applications.

$99,001 – West Virginia Higher Education Policy 
Commission: Increasing STEM Grant Capacity 
Across West Virginia

This project will examine the barriers to research 
grant proposal submissions and award management 
success at West Virginia’s four-year colleges and 
universities with the goal of ensuring increased 
research success
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Creative pathways for peace
From L’Osservatore Romano

While the risk of get-
ting accustomed to the 
war that has broken out 
in the heart of Chris-
tian Europe with Rus-
sia’s aggression against 
Ukraine, is present, 
some do not tire, com-
bining prophecy and 
realism, of calling for 
peace by reminding na-
tions and peoples — and 
Europe in particular — 
of their responsibilities.

Right at the begin-
ning of his trip to Portu-
gal, where he arrived to 
celebrate World Youth 
Day, Pope Francis 
spoke about the role of 
the Old Continent, ex-
pressing the hope that it 
will not forget its iden-
tity but will be capable 
of proposing creative 
pathways for peace and 
diplomatic solutions in-
stead of accepting the 
idea of the inevitabil-
ity of war and the arms 
race.

The Successor of Pe-
ter noted how “planetary 
injustice, wars, climate 
and migration crises (...) 
run faster than our abil-
ity, and often our will, 
to confront these chal-
lenges in a united way”.

But he added that 
“Lisbon may suggest a 
change of pace” since it 
was here, in 2007, that 
the eponymous Reform 
Treaty of the European 
Union was signed, stat-
ing that the Union “in its 
relations with the rest of 
the world contributes to 
peace, security, the sus-
tainable development of 
the Earth, solidarity and 
mutual respect among 
peoples, free and fair 
trade, the elimination of 
poverty and the protec-
tion of human rights”.

Pope Francis said that 
the “world needs Eu-
rope, the true Europe: 
it needs its role as a 
bridge and peacemaker 
in its eastern part, in the 
Mediterranean, in Af-
rica and in the Middle 
East”. Only in this way 
will Europe be able to 
bring to the interna-
tional scene “its specific 
contribution”, which 

is struggling to emerge 
in the current historical 
juncture.

There is a need to de-
velop “a diplomacy of 
peace aimed at settling 
conflicts and lessen-
ing tensions, attentive 
to the slightest signals 
of distension and read-
ing between the most 
crooked lines”. Looking 
at today’s reality with-
out ideological blinders, 
one must recognize that 
this is not happening.

That is why the Pope 
addresses questions to 
Europe: “‘Where are 
you sailing if you are not 
showing the world paths 
of peace, creative ways 
for bringing an end to 
the war in Ukraine and 
to the many conflicts 
causing so much blood-
shed’? Or again, to wid-
en the scope, we might 
ask: ‘West, on what 
course are you sailing’? 
Your technologies, 
which have brought 
progress and globalized 
the world are not by 
themselves sufficient, 
much less your highly 
sophisticated weapons, 
which do not represent 
investments for the fu-
ture but a depletion of 
its authentic human cap-
ital: that of education, 
health, the welfare state. 
It is troubling when we 
read that in many plac-
es funds continue to be 
invested in arms rather 
than in the future of the 
young”.

What else needs to 
happen for Europe to 
shake up and reappro-
priate itself of its role?

According to the Of-
fice of the Prosecutor 
General of Ukraine, as 
of February 22, 2023, 
the invasion has claimed 
the lives of 9,655 ci-
vilians, including 461 
children; injured 12,829 
civilians, including 926 
children; and been the 
occasion of more than 
68,000 war crimes, in-
cluding 2,600 commit-
ted against children.

The United Nations 
High Commissioner for 
Refugees (unhcr) esti-

mates that 8.1 million 
people were displaced 
in Europe by the end of 
February 2023. Entire 
areas of Ukraine have 
been destroyed, pollut-
ed or mined. This trag-
edy must end, first with 
a truce and then with a 
just peace.

But Pope Francis does 
not give up looking to 
the future with hope: 
“I dream of a Europe, 
the heart of the West, 
which employs its im-
mense talents to settling 
conflicts and lighting 
lamps of hope; a Europe 
capable of recovering 
its youthful heart, look-
ing to the greatness of 
the whole and beyond 
its immediate needs; 
a Europe inclusive of 
peoples and persons, 
together with their own 
cultures, without chas-
ing after ideologies and 
forms of ideological 
colonization”.

He deserves to be 
heard, before it is too 
late. ( A.T. )

By Andrea Tornielli

Attorney General Morrisey Leads 
Letter Rebuking EPA’s Proposed 

New Rule on Power Plants
CHARLESTON — West Virginia 

Attorney General Patrick Morrisey 
is leading a coalition of 21 states 
opposing the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency’s proposed new 
rule on existing coal-, natural gas- 
and oil-fired power plants.

 The proposal attempts to regulate 
those plants under the Clean Air 
Act by imposing more stringent 
emissions standards. It ignores last 
year’s rebuke from the U.S. Supreme 
Court in West Virginia v. EPA, 
which warned that EPA should not 
use a narrow regulatory provision 
to force coal-fired power plants into 
retirement en masse.

 “This proposal also strips states 
of important discretion while using 
technologies that don’t work in the 
real world—so it sets up the plants for 
failing to meet the standards dictated 
in the rule, leaving the plants with no 
other option but to cease operations,” 
Attorney General Morrisey said. 
“This is designed to scare more coal-
fired power plants into retirement—
the goal of the Biden administration’s 
so-called green new deal.”

 “That tactic is unacceptable, and 
this rule appears to utterly fly in the 
face of the rule of law. The U.S. 
Supreme Court has placed significant 
limits on what the EPA can do—we 
plan on ensuring that those limits are 

upheld, and we expect that we would 
once again prevail in court against 
this out-of-control agency.”

 The letter explains how the 
proposal violates the Supreme Court’s 
decision on West Virginia v. EPA 
because Congress (still) hasn’t given 
EPA clear statutory authorization 
to remake the electricity grids. That 
means the agency cannot sidestep 
Congress to exercise broad regulatory 
power that would radically transform 
the nation’s energy grids—and force 
states to fundamentally shift their 
energy portfolios away from fossil 
fuel-fired generation.

 The West Virginia v. EPA ruling in 
2022 marked the most consequential 
development in environmental law 
since Attorney General Morrisey won 
a historic and unprecedented stay of 
the Obama-era Clean Power Plan at 
the Supreme Court in February 2016. 
West Virginia v. EPA has already 
become one of the central cases in 
administrative law.

 Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, 
Idaho, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, 
Montana, Nebraska, New Hampshire, 
Ohio, Oklahoma, South Carolina, 
South Dakota, Texas, Utah and 
Virginia joined Attorney General 
Morrisey in the letter.

President Smith’s expertise and ex-
perience make Marshall the perfect 
fit for a program like this one, and 
I applaud his leadership in the de-
velopment of the Institute for Cyber 
Security,” Blair said.  

The funding will build a new fa-
clity in the 4th Avenue Innovation 
District of Huntington and will 
serve as an important anchor for 
the area that is being developed as 
a transformational, innovation-led, 
mixed-use area strategically located 
between downtown Huntington and 
Marshall’s Huntington campus. 

 “The work Marshall Univer-
sity has already put into this effort 
is exciting for the entire state, and 
we should all applaud their fore-
sight,” said House Speaker Roger 
Hanshaw. “At a time when so many 
of our state’s leaders are collaborat-
ing to put West Virginia on the map 

as a leader in a 21st Century econ-
omy, I was proud to cast a vote to 
help allocate one-time surplus funds 
to help invest in this infrastructure 
that will boost the university as a 
national leader in cybersecurity.” 

 The proposed building will house 
state-of-the-art cyber security tech-
nology and training programs and 
become the cyber locus, where in-
dustry from throughout Appalachia 
and the country will find training, 
mentoring and learn the most up-to-
date cyber trends. 

It is estimated there are more than 
700,000 cyber security job open-
ings in the United States alone.

 Marshall is already working col-
laboratively with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education and West Vir-
ginia State University to advance 
workforce development. 

West Virginia 
Senate President 

Craig Blair Named 
Chair of the 

Council of State 
Governments 

Southern Office 
(CSG South)

Charleston, West 
Virginia – August 8, 
2023 – West Virginia 
Senate President Craig 
Blair was unanimously 
elected as the 2023-
2024 chair of CSG 
South on July 11, 
2023 at the Southern 
Legislative Conference 
in Charleston, South 
Carolina. 

 As chair, President 
Blair will preside 
over the Executive 
Committee of CSG 
South as well as the 
Southern Legislative 
Conference through the 
coming year. He also 
will assist in shaping 
the program for the 
78th SLC Annual 
Meeting, to be held 
at The Greenbrier in 
West Virginia in July 
2024. The meeting, 
which is the nation’s 
largest regional state 
government forum, is 
expected to draw more 
than 1,800 attendees 
from the South.

 “Hosting the Southern 
Legislative Conference 
at The Greenbrier in 
West Virginia will be 
an amazing opportunity 
to share West Virginia’s 
unique history and 
culture – from the 
rolling rivers and sounds 
of the Appalachian 
Mountains to our 
deep-rooted American 
history – everyone will 
find a home here,” said 
Blair. “As we celebrate 
our rich heritage, this 
meeting also provides an 
opportunity to highlight 
West Virginia’s many 
successful policies 
and initiatives and 
share these ideas with 
other Southern state 
policymakers,” Blair 
said. 

West Virginia has 
previously hosted the 
meeting three times, 
most recently in 2012.


