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Assistant Chief Pilot 
welcomed to Fairmont 

State’s Aviation program

Fairmont State Uni-
versity’s Aviation Cen-
ter of Excellence has 
welcomed Jeremy Grif-
fin as its first full-time 
Assistant Chief Pilot. 
Jeremy began his new 
position within Fair-
mont State’s Aviation 
program back in June. 
Griffin previously 
worked as a part-time 
flight instructor for the 
program.

“Jeremy is a game 
changer for helping stu-
dents pursue in-demand 
careers as pilots,” said 
Chief Pilot and Direc-
tor of the Aviation Cen-
ter of Excellence Joel 
Kirk. “Currently, pilot 
training provides one 

of the best returns on 
the investment of edu-
cation dollars one can 
make—our graduates 
have a 100% job place-
ment and some may se-
cure a six-figure start-
ing salary.”

Assistant Chief Grif-
fin brings over 30 years 
of experience to the po-
sition. He is a retired 
U.S. Army Chief War-
rant Officer 5 and pri-
marily served as a gun 
pilot for AH-64 Apach-
es and H-60 Black-
hawks. Griffin has ex-
tensive experience as 
a special operations 
evaluator and instructor 
pilot, and is one of the 
few pilots in the United 

States rated in Russian 
helicopters. Griffin is 
also a certified Airline 
Transport Pilot, Multi-
Engine Instructor, Cer-
tified Flight Instructor 
and Certified Flight In-
structor Instrument in 
both rotary and fixed-
wing aircrafts.

“I grew up here in 
Bridgeport and to 
come home after retir-
ing from the military is 
pretty neat and surreal 
after 30 years,” said 
Griffin. “I am pretty 
fortunate. It’s a really 
great opportunity to be 
back in my hometown 
and help young people 
learn how to fly.”

In addition to his im-
mense field experience, 
Griffin also possesses 
a degree in Aviation 
from Liberty Univer-
sity. Griffin will be tak-
ing over as the Avia-
tion program’s lead for 
multi-engine training, 
using his substantial 
knowledge to train the 
next generation of avia-
tors.

To learn more about 
Fairmont State’s Avia-
tion program, visit the 
College of Business 
and Aviation homep-
age.

Glenville State University 
Announces Kyla Lovejoy as 

New Pioneer Mascot 

Glenville State Uni-
versity is thrilled to in-
troduce Kyla Lovejoy as 
the new Pioneer Mascot, 
embodying the spirit, 
energy, and pride of 
the university’s vibrant 
community. 

Selected after an ex-
tensive and competitive 
search process, Kyla 
Lovejoy, a native of 
Chloe, West Virginia, 
emerged as the perfect 

Fairmont State signifies the start of 
the new academic year during the 

opening session

Fairmont State Uni-
versity kicked off the 
beginning of the 2023-
2024 academic year 
during the opening 
ses-sion on Monday, 
August 14. Faculty 
and staff congregated 
in Colebank Gym to 
enjoy breakfast and 
hear from campus 
leadership during the 
event.

The beginning of 
opening session began 
with opening remarks 
from Provost and Vice 
President of Academ-
ic Affairs Dr. Dianna 
Phillips.

“The whole energy 
of the campus goes 
up because we are all 
here together. It is my 
pleasure to welcome 
you to academic year 

2023-2024 and to kick 
off the opening ses-
sion,” said Phillips. 
“We are welcoming a 
new class and our new 
colleagues to advance 
the mission of our in-
stitution, and we are 
in fine shape to begin 
this academic year.”

New faculty and 
staff members were 
introduced to the 
campus community 
by Dr. Phillips, and 
the keynote speech 
was provided by Fair-
mont State President 
Dr. Mike Davis, who 
started as President on 
July 1.

Dr. Davis formally 
introduced himself 
and addressed the 
Fairmont State em-
ployees present at the 

opening session.
“I am thankful to be 

with all of you here 
today. I have been at 
Fairmont State for 
about a month and 
a half, and I can say 
without a doubt it was 
the right decision to 
come here,” said Da-
vis. “Every time I turn 
around there is an-
other superstar at this 
university doing in-
novative student-cen-
tered or community-
centered mean-ingful 
work. This is a great 
place to be President 
because of all of the 
work you’re doing 
to make it a special 
place.”

After his introduc-
tion and addressing 
those present, Dr. Da-

vis went on to outline 
the process of build-
ing a new strategic 
plan for the Univer-
sity, which should be 
finished by the 2024-
2025 academic year. 
He encour-aged all 
employees to voice 
their opinions and col-
laborate using each 
other’s expertise when 
crafting the strategic 
plan.

During the clos-
ing remarks Dr. Phil-
lips announced the 
relaunch of the Cen-
ter for Teaching and 
Learning Innovation 
(CTLI). The CTLI is 
a shared space where 
faculty and staff can 
unite to explore best 
practices, scholar-
ship, and excellence 
in teaching and learn-
ing to promote student 
success and increase 
transforma-tional im-
pact. Services offered 
by the CTLI include 
professional develop-
ment, consultations, 
micro-credential and 
curriculum develop-
ment, onboarding and 
more.

embodiment of the uni-
versity’s values and tra-
ditions. With a strong 
commitment to repre-
senting Glenville State 
University with enthu-
siasm, Kyla is poised to 
become an exceptional 
ambassador for the uni-

versity, both on and off 
the field. 

“I am excited for Kyla 
to represent Glenville 
State University as the 
Pioneer for the 2023-
2024 year! She is an 
engaged student leader, 
and I am confident that 
she will bring a unique 
perspective to the role 
where her leadership 
and communication 
skills will be on full dis-
play, said GSU (Glen-
ville State University) 
Director of Student Life 
Conner Ferguson.”  

   Kyla Lovejoy is no 
stranger to Glenville 
State University, having 
actively participated in 
various campus events 
and student organiza-
tions during her time as 
a student. Her involve-
ment in community ser-
vice, leadership roles, 
and her genuine en-
thusiasm for Glenville 
State University set her 
apart as the ideal candi-
date to carry the torch as 
the Pioneer Mascot. 

“I am incredibly hon-
ored and excited to be 

Blue Ridge Parkway

In the photo l-r, Dennis and Belen Hutson, Lori and 
Pat Joyce, and Pam and Jim Hunt.

One of the added bonuses on our trip to 
Asheville, North Carolina was an enjoyable drive 
along the Blue Ridge Parkway, just a few miles 
from Asheville. Our friends, Pat and Lori Joyce 
and Dennis and Belen Hutson joined us on the trip, 
and we headed to Mount Mitchell State Park to 
see the highest point east of the Mississippi River 
and it did not disappoint. While West Virginia 
highways are unique, the views of the Appalachian 
Mountains are stunning and go on for as far as the 
eye can see. There are also numerous pull offs along 
the parkway to see the views. At every one, there 
were several cars and multiple motorcycles taking 
a break to enjoy the overlooks. We met several 
people from as far away as New Hampshire and 
everyone was marveling at the beautiful views. 

The history of the Blue Ridge Parkway makes 
for an interesting story. The idea for the project 
was born during the Great Depression in the early 
1930s when President Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
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This Week in

West Virginia History

BFS Companies 
Adds $10,000 to 

YCF’s Campaign
Morgantown, WV – Your Community 

Foundation of North Central West Virginia, Inc. 
(YCF) announces a new endowment fund as 
part of YCF’s $1 Million Match Campaign. The 
BFS Addiction Prevention Fund was created 
with a $10,000 donation.

 The BFS Addiction Prevention Fund will 
provide support to programs geared to lessen 
and alter the destructive impact of alcohol and 
drug addiction on children and their families 
through education and professional support 
at the grassroots level. Eligible charitable 
organizations will reside within YCF’s service 
area, which includes Harrison, Marion, 
Monongalia, Preston, and Taylor Counties.

 BFS Companies began in 1974 as an 
agriculture business with the first store, 
Southern States, located in Bruceton, WV.  
Today, the business is spread across several 
states with four Southern States stores, 21 
petroleum bulk plants, more than 75 BFS 
Foods convenience stores and 11 liquor stores.  
BFS employs more than 2,000 people and is 
headquartered in Morgantown, WV.

“Recognizing the devastating impact of 
addiction, BFS is committed to supporting 
prevention initiatives in the communities where 
we live and work,” said Marshall Bishop, 
owner of BFS Companies. “We are pleased 
to partner with YCF in supporting grassroots 
organizations working to alleviate the addiction 
epidemic.”

 As part of YCF’s $1 Million Match 
Campaign, BFS Companies’ donation will be 
matched 100% to the YCF Addiction Prevention 
Initiative Fund by an anonymous donor.

“On behalf of YCF, we want to thank Mr. 
Bishop and BFS Companies for supporting 
their community,” said Patty Showers Ryan, 
YCF President.  “The annual earnings from this 
Fund will provide grant dollars to local groups 
in our region doing the important day-to-day 
work to fight addiction.”

 To date, YCF has received $925,000 towards 
the $1 Million goal. For more information, 
please call YCF at (304) 296-3433, or visit: 
http://www.ycfwv.org.

 
About BFS Companies
BFS Companies began in 1974 as an 

agriculture business (Bruceton Farm Service) 
when Marshall Bishop purchased the Southern 
States store in Bruceton Mills, WV. That side of 
the business has had steady development over 
the years with four Southern States stores and 
21 petroleum bulk plants in WV, MD, PA and 
OH.

 In the early 1980’s, the very first BFS Foods 
convenience store was opened in Mt Lake 
Park, MD. Since then, BFS has been a growing 
convenience store chain with more than 75 
locations and 11 liquor stores in their four-state 
operating area. This growth has been through 
acquisitions and new builds.

 BFS is firmly committed to offering goods 
and services that meet the needs in the many 
communities they serve. With more than 
2,000 employees living and working in those 
communities, BFS is constantly abreast of the 
changing needs of their customers. This is why 
BFS also operates 95+ branded fast foods inside 
or beside the BFS Foods convenience store 
locations. Those brands include Burger King, 
Little Caesars Pizza, Subway, Dairy Queen, 
IHOP, Huddle House and Tim Hortons Café & 
Bake Shop.

 For nearly 50 years, the BFS mission has 
been to provide Better, Faster Service to their 
customers and career growth opportunities to 
their employees who wish to advance. BFS 
Companies remains a private, family owned 
and operated corporation headquartered in 
Morgantown, WV.

 For more information, go to https://www.
bfscompanies.com.

 
About YCF
YCF is a tax-exempt public charity created 

by and for the people of North Central 
West Virginia to manage multi-generational 
endowments. YCF enables local people with 
philanthropic interests to support the issues, 
easily and effectively, they care about.

 YCF accepts donations in the following 
ways: checks, tribute gifts in honor or memory 
of a loved one, PayPal, matching gifts, stocks 
or securities, IRA gifts, wills, and bequests.

 The establishment of an endowment fund 
with YCF requires a minimum donation of 
$10,000, which donors may achieve over 
three years. The principal is invested, and the 
earnings provide grant dollars – forever. For 
more information please call (304) 296-3433 or 
visit YCF’s website, www.ycfwv.org.

Charleston WV – The following events 
happened on these dates in West Virginia history. 
To read more, go to e-WV: The West Virginia 
Encyclopedia at www.wvencyclopedia.org.

Aug. 24, 1918: Louis Bennett Jr. died of 
injuries sustained when his plane was shot down 
by German anti-aircraft fire. Bennett, with 12 
combat kills, was West Virginia’s only World 
War I fighter ace.

August 25, 1903: Soprano Susanne Fisher 
was born in Sutton. Fisher was the first West 
Virginian to sing at the Metropolitan Opera.

Aug. 25, 1921: Miners began to arrive at Blair 
Mountain near the border of Logan and Boone 
counties. Sheriff Don Chafin, a hated symbol of 
anti-unionism in southern West Virginia, met 
them with a combined force of deputies, mine 
guards, civilian volunteers, and others. 

Aug. 25, 2000: The Robert C. Byrd Green 
Bank Telescope was dedicated. It is the world’s 
largest fully steerable radio telescope.

Aug. 26, 1863: Union and Confederate forces 
collided in what became known as the Battle of 
White Sulphur Springs. The next morning, with 
ammunition nearly depleted, Union General 
William Averell retreated to his base without 
accomplishing any of his objectives.

Aug. 26, 1918: Mathematician Katherine 
Johnson was born in White Sulphur Springs. For 
33 years, Johnson worked for NASA, making 
calculations for manned space flights, including 
the Apollo 11 moon landing. In 2015, she 
received the Presidential Medal of Freedom.

Aug. 27, 1902: Mary McClain was born Mary 
Smith in Huntington. McClain was a blues 

legend who performed at Carnegie Hall, the 
White House, the Apollo Theatre, and the Cotton 
Club.

Aug. 28, 1900: Harrison H. Ferrell Jr. was born 
in Chicago. Known as “the Dean” to generations 
of students, he was professor of German, 
1928–66, at West Virginia State College (now 
University) and served as dean and in other 
capacities from 1930 until 1970.

Aug. 29, 1952: A groundbreaking ceremony 
was held in Mercer County to mark the beginning 
of construction of the West Virginia Turnpike. 
Initially, most of the turnpike was just two lanes 
because officials believed revenues would be too 
low to finance four lanes.

Aug. 30, 1862: Confederate raiders under the 
command of General Albert G. Jenkins attacked 
and occupied Buckhannon, where they captured 
20 prisoners and 5,000 stands of small arms.

The Robert C. Byrd Green Bank Telescope was 
dedicated on Aug. 25, 2000. It is the world’s largest 
fully steerable radio telescope.
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FROM AROUND HARRISON COUNTY
The Shinnston News provides a calendar 
of events free of charge to churches and 
nonprofit organizations. Please submit your 
listing two weeks prior to the event. Send via 
email to newsandjournal@yahoo.com

“Hunt” From Pg 1.

GRAPEVINE
By Rosalyn Queen

DON’T COMPROMISE. GET DIRECTV.

 
GUARANTEE

 

 New approved residential customers only (equipment lease req’d). Credit card req’d (except MA & PA). Price incl. TV Pkg & 
equip. fees for �rst TV. Charges may apply for each add’l connected TV. *Add’l Terms for Satellite customers: $19.95 
activation. Early agmt termination fee applies ($20/ mo.) & add’l fee applies if not returned. Restr’s apply.

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer!

855-656-0296

Call 1-833-274-3943
for a free consultation.

FREEDOM.
TO BE YOU.

MKT-P0240

. . Never been manufacturedNever been manufactured

. . NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERYNO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY 

.   .   Comes with complete building blueprints and Comes with complete building blueprints and 
Construction ManualConstruction Manual

NEW HOMES:

www.americanloghomesandcabins.com

Serious Inquiries only Call: 704 368-4528

Before Calling View House Plans at

JUST RELEASED: AMERICAN LOG HOMES  
is assisting estate and account  
settlement on houses

LOG HOME KITS selling for BALANCE OWED with FREE DELIVERY

LOG HOMESLOG HOMES
PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!

* Windows, Doors and Roofing not included

Model #101, Carolina, $40,840       BALANCE OWED $17,000
Model #203, Georgia, $49,500        BALANCE OWED $19,950BALANCE OWED $19,950
Model #305, Biloxi, $36,825            BALANCE OWED $14,500
Model #403, Augusta, $42,450        BALANCE OWED $16,500 

LAND
AUCTION

RANCHANDFARMAUCTIONS .COM

TIMED ONLINE ONLY  
BID ONLINE AT RANCHANDFARMAUCTIONS.COM

BIDDING ENDS:
 9/7/23 AT 3:00 PM EDT

IN COOPERATION WITH WHITETAIL PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE, LLC

CORY FARLEY, AGENT (304) 679-6148
JEREMY ALLEN, AGENT (304) 539-9123

292.94 AC± | 1 TRACT 
LEWIS CO, WV

WHITETAIL PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE LLC DBA RANCH & FARM AUCTIONS | 5349 Coopers Creek Road, Charleston, WV 25312
Debbie S. Laux, Broker, License # WVB210300710, Phone # 217.285.9000 | Joe Gizdic, Director, Ranch & Farm Auctions, 217.299.0332

Jeremy Allen, West Virginia Land Specialist, Whitetail Properties Real Estate, LLC, 304.539.9123
Cory Farley, West Virginia Land Specialist, Whitetail Properties Real Estate, LLC, 304.679.6148

One per customer per visit, not to be used with any other offer, discount
or within an EVM purchase. Valid at the Shinnston McDonald’s only.

Cash value 1/20 of 1 cent LwC. Must present this coupon prior to ordering.

BOGO*

Big Mac 
Sandwich 

(Not to be used with a combo meal purchase)
Expires August 31, 2023

*BOGO - Buy One Get One Free

 The North Central West Virginia Parkinson 
support group will hold their monthly meeting 
on Saturday, August 26th at the Brickside Bar 
& Grill, Bridgeport WV. The room is available 
from 12 to 1 pm for anyone who wants to grab 
lunch. This month will be our open meeting 
where those in attendance get an opportunity to 
share and ask questions. If anyone would like 
more information about this group, please con-
tact Tracey Robertson at (304)363-1028.

Harrison Economic Development Corpora-
tionis having and Annual Membership Lun-
cheon on August 28th 11:30AM – 1:00PM 
at the CEC, Inc. Offices. The address is 120 
Genesis Blvd, Bridgeport, WV. Please RSVP 
– to amy@harrisonedc.com, luis@harrisonedc.
com, or use QR Code below. Let’s talk about 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT!!  We’re look-
ing forward to seeing you all there!!

Luncheon for Carrie Davis
Where: Uptown Event Center. 305 Washing-

ton Ave
When: Thursday, August 17
Time: 1:00 pm
Proclamations and Key to City will be pre-

sented.  State Director will be present.
For info call 304.624.688.

visited the newly constructed 
Skyline Drive in Virginia. 
Virginia Senator Harry Byrd 
suggested the road could be 
extended to connect with Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park 
in North Carolina and in 1933, 
the Interior Secretary approved 
the project with a budget of $16 
million. 

Construction began on 
September 11, 1935, and the 
architects put a major emphasis 
on preserving nature and 
Appalachian culture and history. 
When World War II began, about 
170 miles of the Blue Ridge 
Parkway had been completed 
and were open to the public. A 
10-year development plan in the 
1950s helped spur the remaining 
construction. And by 1966, all 
but 7.7 miles of the Parkway had 
been finished.

To finish the project, the Linn 

Cove Viaduct was constructed. 
This engineering feat, a 1,243-
foot concrete bridge, was 
constructed from the top down 
to limit effects on the natural 
environment. With the Viaduct 
in place, the Blue Ridge Parkway 
was finally complete. The 
Parkway officially opened on 
September 11, 1987—exactly 
52 after construction began. In 
the years since, the Blue Ridge 
Parkway has become the most 
visited National Park Service 
site.

There are no gas stations 
on the parkway and only 
non-commercial vehicles are 
permitted. The speed limit is a 
leisurely 45 MPH, and you never 
get behind a tractor trailer since 
commercial vehicles are banned 
from the parkway. 

When we reached Mount 
Mitchell State Park, we spent 

some time in the exhibit and 
learned a little of the history 
of this part of North Carolina. 
We then headed up the last few 
hundred feet to reach the top of 
the mountain and it seemed like 
it was straight up. We huffed 
and puffed and finally made 
it to a 360-degree observation 
deck where there were about 
two dozen visitors looking 
out over the mountains and 
taking pictures. The elevation 
was 6,684 feet and the view 
was spectacular. The trip back 
down was easy, and we grabbed 
some bottles of water and a few 
souvenirs, before heading back 
to Asheville.

I would highly recommend 
checking out the Blue Ridge 
Parkway and Mount Mitchell 
State Park, if you want a relaxing 
weekend with friends or family.

Volunteering and Vegetables

Over the past couple of months I have been 
volunteering at the Clarksburg Farmers Market 
which is held every Saturday morning.  I love 
to see the fresh vegetables and fruits.  I have 
been living on the fresh tomatoes and corn.  
But every time I walked by one booth I noticed 
these containers of items that looked like little 
lanterns or they looked like something that 
was wrapped in a parchment paper.  Well, after 
much observation  I finally asked the vendor 
just what these were.  She graciously took one 
and peeled back the wrap and snapped off the 

Pictured is a relatively old fruit that is being 
reintroduced to, our area it is “ground cherries.”

little fruit and held it out for me to take and 
eat.  Much to my surprise it had a good taste.  It 
tasted like a mixture of fruits, maybe pineapple, 
and orange.

This really sparked my interest so I 
immediately got on my IPad and looked 
up ground cherries.  There is a wealth of 
information.  You can find out how to,plant 
them, care for the plant and how to cook them.  
There are many delicious recipes using this 
fruit.  The one that most appealed to me was 
the chocolate covered fruit.  You prepare it 
just as if you were making chocolate covered 
strawberries.  You peel the husk back leaving 
it still connected to the fruit and dip,it in the 
chocolate.  The husk adds a unique decor 
to,your table.

This fruit was made available to me by Sue 
Richardson of Richardsons Farm located in 
Fairmont, WV. She is at the market every week 
offering a wide variety of vegetables and fruits.  
If you have not stopped by the market I urge 
you to do so to help support our local vendors.

Talking about vegetables my tomatoes are 
not doing well,  They remain small and as they 
ripen they seem to have a rotten spot on the 
bottom.. I really hope they correct this and 
furnish me with a batch for a good salad.  I 
think I,am going to get a batch of peppers.

Just wanted to mention two events that the 
PWA co sponsored this past week. The Business 
After Hours co sponsored with Sutter Roofing 
was a great event and had a great turnout.  What 
a great way to interact with other businesses 
in our area.  The other event was a luncheon 
to honor Carrie Davis who participated in the 
State and National Miss Amazing contest. What 
a warm and caring way to honor Carrie.

It is Italian Festival time and I hope to see 
you all on the street.  It looks like it will be a 
great festival.

Take care, be safe and until next week “Now 
You Have Heard It Through The Grapevine.”
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The Bottom Line
By Bill Nestor

Sports Editor

It’s that time once again to acknowledge the efforts 
of Harrison County’s student-athletes. Each week we 
review the performances of the athletes from the six 
schools (Bridgeport, Liberty, Lincoln, Notre Dame, 
Robert C. Byrd, and South Harrison) in our county.

The Shinnston News & Harrison County Journal’s 
Athlete of the Week award is an avenue to promote 
the youth of our county while bringing attention to 
their athletic accomplishments.

The Shinnston News & Harrison County Journal 
Athletes of the Week this past week are Bridgeport’s 
Colton Gerhards and Jackson Cogar. 

Gerhards started the high school gold season off 
with an impressive effort at the Bridgeport County 
Club last Tuesday.  The Tribe matched up with 
Lincoln and R.C.B. and came out with a huge win.  
Gerhards was the medalist shooting a sizzling 37 to 
pace the Indians.

Cogar helped the Indian soccer team to a 3-1 
win Class AAA power Parkersburg South.  Cogar 
netted a pair of goals to push the Tribe to the hard-
fought home victory.  

Congratulations to Bridgeport’s Colton Gerhards 
and Jackson Cogar for shinning in the SN & HCJ’s 
Athletes of the Week!

Lincoln Football
120 Fairmont State Student-Athletes Recognized on 

Winter/Spring All-MEC Academic Teams
10 Fairmont State teams were represented on the conference 

academic awards list.
BRIDGEPORT, W.Va. – The 

Mountain East conference re-
vealed its All-MEC Academic 
Teams and the Commission-
er’s Honor Roll for winter and 
spring sports during the 2022-
23 academic year. The sports 
included in the winter and 
spring honors are: acrobatics 
and tumbling, baseball, men’s 
and women’s basketball, men’s 
and women’s swimming, men’s 
and women’s tennis, men’s 
and women’s track and field, 
softball, women’s lacrosse and 
men’s wrestling.

 Fairmont State Athletics had 
a total of 120 student-athletes 
recognized.

 To be a member of the All-
MEC Academic Team, the 
student-athlete must be a mem-
ber of the active roster and 
have a grade-point average of 
3.70-4.00 in the semester of 
their championship season. To 
qualify for the Commissioner’s 
Honor Roll, a student-athlete 
must be a member of the active 
roster and post a grade-point 
average between 3.25-3.69 in 
the semester of their champion-
ship season.

 
Acrobatics & Tumbling
Academic All-MEC
Peyton Barnes
Olivia Daniels
Brionni Dowson
Hope Kiszka
Brylee Knotts
Elizabeth Maurer
Reghan Mollohan
Natalie Moore
Jalynn Park
Giavana Poyner
Kassidy Price
Kaylee Rehak
Rylee Vinson
Madeline Walker
Lauren Whittier

Commissioner’s Honor Roll
Emily Brock
Zara Christophe
Avery Keller
Jacklyn Kelly
Kathryn Koehl
Taylor Openlander
 
Baseball
Academic All-MEC
Connor Bailey
Noah Canterbury
Ryan Goff
Dylan Gongola
Elias Gordon
Brett Haskins

Tyler Haskins
Francis Lopez
James Manley
Conor McSparran
Steven Ricketts
John Romig
Nicholas Schroader
Hudson Smith
Taylor Tennant
Frank Why
Jacob Young

Commissioner’s Honor Roll
Noah Armstrong
Peyton Brown
Michael Ferrell
Logan McClure
Evan McDade
Isaac Miller
Quintin Reep
David Tennant
 
Men’s Basketball
Academic All-MEC
Morgan Chisler
Colin Comer
David Jolinder
Harrison Linkous
Seth Younkin

Commissioner’s Honor Roll
Adam Deininger
Tyler Ganley
Przemyslaw Golek
Alfonse Hale
Kaito Shike
Thomas Williams
 
Men’s Swimming
Academic All-MEC
Kyle Carson
Patrick Fubio
Trevor Gallardo
Zachary Groe
Christopher Pfaltzgraff
Grant Ridenour
Mason Titchenal

Commissioner’s Honor Roll
Nathan Harvey
Christopher Hoover
 
Men’s Tennis
Academic All-MEC
Elia Barozzi
Mohamed El Helaly
Alexandre Pages

Commissioner’s Honor Roll
Seena Saadevandi
Alexander Stacy
Jacob Boone
 
Softball
Academic All-MEC
Katy Darnell
Emily Riggs
Carlie Schlosser

Elizabeth Waszkiewicz
Peyton Wetherholt
Hannah Workman
Isabella Yelle

Commissioner’s Honor Roll
Emma Gates
Bella Hess
Mackenzie Maddy
Brianna McKenzie
Jordan Novak
Shelby Reed
 
Women’s Basketball
Academic All-MEC
Katy Darnell
Alyssa DeAngelo
Noah Harris
Leslie Huffman
Madeline Huffman
Gracey Lamm
Mahya Lindesmith
Emily Starn

Commissioner’s Honor Roll
Laynie Beresford
Aaliyah Brunny
Jertaya Hall
 
Women’s Swimming
Academic All-MEC
Victoria Anderson
Alexis Antol
Zsofi Bevardi
Eulalia Castan
Kayla Fogle
Cheri Signorelli
Kaitlyn Stumpf

Commissioner’s Honor Roll
Veronica Mann
Sarah Stallman
 
Women’s Tennis
Academic All-MEC
Elodie Buclin
Maria Fonseca
Emily Harper
Emme McKnight
Candela Sevilla
Mackenzie Sorton

Commissioner’s Honor Roll
Ainara Pastor Garcia
 
Wrestling
Academic All-MEC
Austin Brett
Thomas Graden
Nathan Pelesky
Jasup Spragg
Colton Stoneking

Commissioner’s Honor Roll
Brady Banyi
Addison Courtney
Kolton Parsons

The Lincoln football team has grown 
accustomed to making the playoff scene.  
Veteran Head Coach, Rob Hawkins has built a 
winner at his alma mater and Cougar fans are 
expecting that trend to continue.  

The offense will be guided by sophomore, 
AJ Bart.  According to Hawkins, Bart is very 
talented, has a strong arm, and really matured 
in the offseason.  His receiving corp is an 
experienced group led by seniors Brayden 
Edgell and Noah Sears along with junior Aiden 
Rice.  Toss in the multi-dimensional senior 
Maddox Perine and then the passing game 
becomes extremely dangerous.  Perine will be 
the starting tight end but can also flex out to 
become a coverage nightmare for opposing 
defenses.  

Replacing standout running backs Levi More 
and Antwan Hillard along with quarterback, 
Nick Kellar, is no easy task.  Moore and Hillard 
were a great one-two punch and Kellar was 
a top shelf signal caller.  However, there is a 
dynamic duo that has been waiting patiently to 
carry the load in the backfield.  Seniors, David 
Burdette and Nate Swiger are primed and ready 
to show that they are ready to carry the load.  

Senior, Caleb Miller is the only returning 
starter on the offensive line from a year ago.  
But there are several gifted bigs up front 
that have logged several reps.  The two most 
experienced are seniors Riley Lanham and 
Dillon Shaw.  Juniors Zach Cottrill, Gabe Kellar, 
and Christian Skidmore are joined by freshman, 
Brycen Moore to make up the nucleus of the 
line.  

The defensive unit has been impressive early 
on and Hawkins pointed out that this group 
must stop the run, in order to be successful.  
The line is led by Miller, Lanham, Skidmore 
and Moore.  Perine moved from linebacker to 
the defensive end and is joined on the other end 
by senior, Liam Gallagher.  Swiger is a returner 
at linebacker, Shaw will be a contributor at 
linebacker, and the third is Rice, who was a 
member of the secondary in 2022.

The defensive backfield consists of 
cornerbacks Edgell and senior Gerald Parado.  
Also lending support in the secondary are 
safetys Burdette and Sears.

Special teams play is indeed special this year 
for the Shinnston-based school.  Gallagher is 
one of the best kickers in the Mountain State 
and Perine is an impressive punter.  Swiger and 
Parado are the kick returners and Edgell and 
Rice will handle the punt returning duties.  

Hawkins will look for leadership from his 
group of seniors.  They are solid and they are 
ready to take their turn to guide this roster back 
into the postseason.  There are eleven of them 
and they are all dedicated.  If all goes as planned 
this will be yet another exceptional campaign 
for the Cougars!

Hoops Roster At WVU Is Set! 

It looks as if West Virginia University men’s 
basketball interim head coach Josh Eilert has filled 
his roster for the upcoming season. He even added 
a new coach for good measure. Last week, Eilert 
brought in Eastern Michigan Transfer guard, Noah 
Farrakhan. Farrakhan spent two years in Michigan 
and averaged 12.1 ppg on 43% shooting from the 
field. He also averaged 4.1 rebounds and 2.3 assists 
in just 31 games. August has been a good month for 
Eilert as a week prior to signing Farrakhan he inked 
Ofri Naveh. Naveh has the size to bang in the paint 
and the ball skills to play on the outside making him 
a multi-dimension hoopster. The best news is that he 
comes to Morgantown as a freshman which could 
lead to several seasons in a Mountaineer uniform.  
A day after signing Nareh, Eilert received some bad 
news. Omar Silverio’s appeal for a waiver to suit up 
for West Virginia this upcoming season was denied 
by the NCAA. Silverio played last year for Hofstra 
averaging 10.9 points, 3.3 rebounds, 1.1 assists 
and 1.1 steals per game. This is the second time in 
as many seasons that the Mountaineer basketball 
program has been told no by the NCAA. Last year, 
Jose Perez was viewed as a potential game changer 
but the NCAA gave him the big D. Not a divorce 
but a denial. It almost caused a divorce as Perez 
looked to go elsewhere but eventually decided 
to make Morgantown his home this upcoming 
season. Kerr Kriisa was a former head coach, Bob 

Huggins stepped down. Kriisa is a true point guard 
that started 34 of 35 games a year ago for Arizona. 
Kriisa began to step out on Eilert but eventually 
decided to stay. Quinn Slazinski signed in late July. 
Slaznski is a 6’9, 215 pound forward that grew up in 
Houston. He transfer portal expert having played at 
Iona and prior to that, Louisville. He averaged 11.3 
points and 5.7 rebounds last year. 

Jeremiah Bembry is rumored to be the real deal. He 
was at Florida State but did not see any game action 
for the Seminoles. If he is as good as advertised, this 
squad would complete for titles and championships. 
Eilert nabbed a 30 year veteran as a senior advisor. 
James Dickey comes to the University with 30 years 
of Division I experience. Dickey has made stops at 
Oklahoma State, Kentucky, Arkansas and Central 
Arkansas as an assistant. He was also an assistant 
at Texas Tech before spending a decade as the head 
coach of the Red Raider program. 

Eilert has done an excellent job of filling a roster 
late in the game by utilizing the transfer portal to 
near perfection. He has also surrounded himself 
with a mix of great basketball minds. The younger 
coaches are relatable to the players and the old guard 
has seen everything there is to see on the hardwood 
at least once. Now all that is left is to play the games. 

The start of high school football is finally here. 
Lincoln opens this Friday when the host Braxton 
County. Liberty hits the road for a lock-up with 
Elkins. Bridgeport invades Buckhannon for a date 
with the Bucs. Robert C. Byrd has the longest trip 
of any county team, traveling to Keyser. South 
Harrison will host Wirt County rounding out the 
schedule. 

This will do it for now. Until next week take care 
and God Bless! 
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Dr. Robert Beto joins 
medical staff

Bridgeport—A gradu-
ate of West Virginia 
Wesleyan College, 
Buckhannon, with a de-
gree in biology, Robert 
J. Beto II, M.D., went 
on to earn a degree in 
pharmacy from West 
Virginia University 
School of Pharmacy and 
received his medical de-
gree from West Virginia 
University School of 

Medicine.
His residency in in-

ternal medicine was at 
WVU, as was his cardi-
ology fellowship. Prior 
to coming to United 
Hospital Center, he 
worked at the Heart In-
stitute at West Virginia 
University Hospitals 
and most recently has 
been the founder and 
CEO of HeartNexus, 

Inc., a telecardiology 
service and physician 
staffing company.

He is board certified 
in internal medicine/car-
diovascular disease and 
is a fellow in the Ameri-
can College of Cardiol-
ogy. Dr. Beto has been 
published extensively 
in medical journals and 
books and has served as 
a researcher for several 
medical studies, plus 
has been a presenter at 
multiple conferences.  
Most recently, he has 
also been an associate 
professor at the WVU 
School of Medicine, 
among other positions 
with the school.

Dr. Beto joins UHC 
Cardiology, the practice 
of Gerardo C. Lopez, 
MD and John A. McK-
night, MD.  His office is 
located at 527 Medical 
Park Drive, Suite 304 
in Bridgeport.  For more 
information please call 
(304) 842-0007 or visit 
www.uhccardiology.
com. 

Papa named United Hospital 
Center’s new Vice President of 

Support Services

Bridgeport, W.Va.—
David F. Hess, M.D., 
president and CEO of 
WVU Medicine United 
Hospital Center (UHC), 
announced today the 
appointment of Charles 
W. Papa, as the new 
Vice President of Sup-
port Services at UHC.

“We are thrilled to 
welcome Charles as part 
of the executive lead-
ership team at WVU 
Medicine United Hospi-
tal Center, as I am con-
fident that he will serve 
as a thoughtful leader 
and mentor to those he 
directly oversees,” said 
Dr. Hess.  “His exten-
sive background, with 
more than 30 years of 
leadership in facilities 
management, will only 
continue to enhance the 
growth and develop-
ment of UHC in the re-
gion and in the state. 

Awarded with a na-
tional Department of 
the Year by Healthcare 

Facilities Manage-
ment Magazine and the 
American Hospital As-
sociation, Papa recently 
served as the Director of 
Facilities Management 
and Construction at 
Brandon Regional Hos-
pital, a 436-bed hospital 
in Brandon, FL. His re-
sponsibilities included 
five free standing emer-
gency departments and 
off-site offices, which 
total to 650,000 square 
feet.

The announcement 
comes after an extensive 
national search for the 
replacement for Geoff 
Marshall’s position, 
who retired in June af-
ter he marked a 42-year 
career at UHC, which 
included the develop-
ment and construction 
of the Bridgeport medi-
cal campus in 2010. 

Before joining Bran-
don Regional Hospital 
in 2020, Papa served 
in several senior and 

AVP facilities manage-
ment roles at Cleveland 
Clinic Martin Health in 
Stuart, Florida; Maine 
Medical Center/Maine 
Health in Portland, 
Maine; Baptist Medical 
Center in Jacksonville, 
Florida; Bridgeport 
Hospital in Bridgeport, 
Connecticut; and Unity 
Health System in Roch-
ester, New York.  

“I’m fortunate to have 
the opportunity to join 
this high-performing 
team and becoming a 
member of the WVU 
Medicine United Hospi-
tal Center family,” said 
Papa.  “The confidence 
that has been shown to 
me, by entrusting me 
with the future expan-
sion and growth of one 
of the largest and most 
progressive hospitals in 
the state, is truly hum-
bling.  I am looking for-
ward to getting started.”

Papa is a graduate 
of the University of 
Kings College in To-
ronto, Canada, in Facili-
ties Management and 
the University of New 
York in Cobleskill, New 
York, in Institutional 
Management.  He and 
his wife, Tracy reside 
in Fairmont and look 
forward to exploring the 
scenic beauty of West 
Virginia and all that 
the state has to offer.     

How to Manage Grief Associated 
with Alzheimer’s  

National Grief Awareness Day is August 30
C H A R L E S T O N , 

WV – AUGUST 21, 
2023 – National Grief 
Awareness Day is dedi-
cated to discussing the 
myriad of ways people 
cope with loss. It is very 
common for caregivers 
and those living with 
Alzheimer’s or another 
dementia to experience 
the stages of grief, so 
it’s crucial to acknowl-
edge these feelings and 
seek support.

Stages and Experi-
ences of Grief

Dr. Elisabeth Kübler-
Ross identified five 
stages of grief: denial, 
anger, bargaining, de-
pression and accep-
tance. The Alzheimer’s 
Association explains 
how these stages can 
manifest in a caregiver 
or loved one living with 
the disease.

 You might deny that 
you or a loved one has 
Alzheimer’s or other 
dementia, or refuse to 
seek or believe a di-
agnosis. Ignoring the 
onset or worsening of 
symptoms is another 
form of denial.

Some people feel 

frustrated and angry 
that they have the dis-
ease and aren’t able to 
do everything they did 
before. Caregivers can 
experience resentment 
or feelings of abandon-
ment when their lives 
are impacted by Al-
zheimer’s.

For caregivers of 
people in later stages 
of dementia, bargaining 
may involve the hope 
that your loved ones’ 
struggle will end. This 
can lead to feelings of 
guilt that you didn’t do 
enough or that you miss 
your life before you be-
came a caregiver. 

Depression and sad-
ness are common. You 
may mourn someone 
who has passed away 
or the life you had be-
fore dementia. Sadness 
can look different for 
everyone. Some peo-
ple withhold feelings, 
shut down, or withdraw 
from activities. Others 
may be more open with 
emotions and ask for 
help. Both are normal 
responses.

Acceptance can take 
time. It involves under-
standing your emotions 

and how grief is affect-
ing you, while learning 
to live with the good 
and bad days. Finding 
humor or moments of 
joy in difficult times 
can also be considered 
acceptance. 

Moving Through 
Grief

Grief is normal and 
necessary. Individuals 
might not experience 
all of the stages of grief, 
and they often feel dif-
ferent for everyone. 

For caregivers, re-
search suggests that 
becoming educated 
about dementia, hav-
ing support, and or-
ganizing care plans 
can make grief easier. 
If someone is over-
whelmed by their feel-
ings, help them find a 
healthy outlet. This 
can involve talking to 
a healthcare profes-
sional, keeping a jour-
nal, or making time for 
enjoyable activities.

Seek out people who 
understand and can 
empathize, such as a 
support group. The Al-
zheimer’s Association 
hosts educational pro-
grams and caregiver 
support groups at vari-
ous locations, days and 
times across the state. 
Visit alz.org/crf and en-
ter your zip code to find 
programs near you. 

Those concerned 
about themselves or a 
loved one can contact 
the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation 24/7 Helpline to 
schedule a care consul-
tation and be connect-
ed to local resources, 
guidance and support. 
To reach the Helpline, 
call 800.272.3900.

Hot Weather Can Endanger Those 
Living with Alzheimer’s

Caregivers should plan ahead to keep loved ones 
safe and healthy

CHARLESTON, WV – AUGUST 
17, 2023 – As temperatures rise, ex-
treme heat impacts everyone – but it 
can be especially dangerous for peo-
ple living with Alzheimer’s disease 
and other dementia. Alzheimer’s 
causes a number of changes that may 
affect the brain and body, including 
changes in sensitivity to tempera-
tures.

Today, there are more than 6 mil-
lion Americans living with Alzheim-
er’s disease. Taking measures to 
plan ahead for weather changes, like 
extreme heat, can prevent injuries 
and help a person with dementia feel 
more relaxed and less overwhelmed.

Teresa Morris, Program Direc-
tor for the Alzheimer’s Association 
West Virginia Chapter, offers impor-
tant tips for families during the hot 
summer months:

Make a plan. Family and friends 
should make plans to regularly 
check in on a person living with Al-
zheimer’s disease during extreme 
heat. Spend time in cooler spaces 
whenever possible, stay inside when 
possible, and dress in loose, light 
clothing.

Pay attention at night. Keep peo-
ple living with Alzheimer’s cool by 
using fans and air conditioning. At 
night, low temperatures can still ex-
ceed 75 degrees with little fluctuation 
in humidity, making for difficult and 
exacerbating sleeping conditions, 
heightened anxiety and increased 
agitation. Sleep interruptions may 
increase wandering behaviors.  

Prepare for behavioral challeng-

es. Heat can increase agitation and 
confusion. It’s common for a person 
living with dementia to wander or 
become lost or confused about their 
location at any stage of the disease. 
Six in 10 people living with demen-
tia will wander at least once; many 
do so repeatedly.

Stay hydrated. Water intake is es-
sential to maintaining good hydra-
tion and health during warm weath-
er. Dehydration may be difficult to 
notice in a person living with Al-
zheimer’s, and signs like increased 
fatigue, dry mouth and headache 
may not be well communicated by 
the person with the disease.

Watch the weather. High tem-
peratures aren’t the only cause for 
concern. Humidity and air pollution 
can cause breathing difficulties and 
increased confusion. Anyone with 
Alzheimer’s or dementia should be 
monitored regularly and given im-
mediate medical attention if symp-
toms like dehydration, heat exhaus-
tion or heat stroke occur.

There are 39,000 West Virginia 
residents aged 65 and older living 
with Alzheimer’s disease, according 
to the Alzheimer’s Association 2023 
“Facts and Figures.” That number 
is expected to increase to 44,000 by 
2025.

Those concerned about themselves 
or a loved one can contact the Al-
zheimer’s Association West Virginia 
Chapter at 304.343.2717 to schedule 
a care consultation and be connected 
to local resources.To reach the 24/7 
Helpline, call 800.272.3900.
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(2021-S-00000331 - Harrison County - WVTJ, LLC)
To: JOHN RUDOLPH CHRISTINA, OCCUPANT, IRS, ATTN: ADVISORY CONSOLIDATED RE-

CEIPTS, WV STATE TAX DEPARTMENT, or heirs at law, devisees, creditors, representatives, successors, 
assigns, all known heirs, guardians, conservators, fiduciaries, administrators, lienholders, co-owners, other 
parties having an undivided interest in the delinquent property, and other parties that may have an interest 
in the subject property.

DISTRICT CLAY SHINNSTON CORP  MAP 1006  PARCEL 0190 0000
You will take notice that WVTJ, LLC, the purchaser of the tax lien(s) on the following real estate, Cer-

tificate of Sale: 2021-S-00000331, 1 TRACT (LOTS 4 5) PARRILL ADD, located in CLAY SHINNSTON 
CORP, which was returned delinquent in the name of CHRISTINA JOHN RUDOLPH, and for which the 
tax lien(s) thereon was sold by the sheriff of Harrison County at the sale for the delinquent taxes made on 
the 4th day of November, 2021, has requested that you be notified that a deed for such real estate will be 
made to him or her on or after October 1, 2023, as provided by law, unless before that day you redeem 
such real estate. The amount you will have to pay on the last day, September 30, 2023, will be as follows:

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of the sale, with  $  1,374.72
interest, to September 30, 2023.
Amount of subsequent year’s taxes paid on the property, since the sale,  $  1,235.19
with interest to September 30, 2023.
Amount paid for the Title Examination and preparation of the list to be served  $  1,100.30
and for preparation and service of notice with interest from January 1, 2022,
following the sheriff’s sale to September 30, 2023.
Amount paid for other statutory costs with interest from following the sheriff’s  $  270.71
sale to September 30, 2023.
Total Amount Payable to Sheriff - cashier check, money order or certified  $  3,980.92
check must be made payable to The Honorable Robert Matheny, Sheriff 
and Treasurer of Harrison County.
Cost of Certification of Redemption - cashier check, money order or certified  $  35.00
check must be made payable to The Honorable John B. McCuskey, State Auditor.

You may redeem any time before September 30, 2023, by paying the above total
less any unearned interest.

Return this letter and both certified funds to the
WV State Auditor’s Office,
County Collection Division

1900 Kanawha Blvd East, Building 1, Room W-114
Charleston, West Virginia 25305.

Questions please call 1-888-509-6568 option 2
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WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Division of Highways

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of High-
ways through the Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed proposals (only when prequal-
ification is waived) being received at its office in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard East, 
Charleston, West Virginia, until September 12, 2023 at 10:00 AM (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will 
be downloaded and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions of the following project(s):
Call Contract State Project Federal Project Description
027 2020000589 S317-50-4.39 00 NHPP-0050(408) STRUCTURE REPLACEMENT
     BRISTOL BR EB & WB 
     0.30 M E CR 50/6 - 0.42 M E CR 50-6
     COUNTY: HARRISON
BRIDGE: 11754 CONCRETE SLAB ON FABRICATED STEEL GIRDER
SPAN(S): 4 STRUCTURE STEEL: 1,124,277.00
BRIDGE: 11755 CONCRETE SLAB ON FABRICATED STEEL GIRDER
SPAN(S): 4 STRUCTURE STEEL: 1,187,127.00
DBE GOAL: 14% OF CONTRACT BID AMOUNT. BIDDER MUST PROVIDE WRITTEN
   ASSURANCE OF MEETING GOAL ON FORM IN PROPOSAL.
REMARKS:

Proposals will be received from prequalified and West Virginia licensed contractors only except that on 
Federal-Aid Projects a contractors’ license is not required at time of bid, but will be required before work 
can begin. Registration is required with the Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in ac-
cordance with Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 of the West Virginia Code. All contractors submitting bids 
on project(s) must submit electronically with their bid a Proposal Guaranty Bond for $500.00 or 5% of the 
total bid, whichever is greater.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways reserves the right to defer, delay 
or postpone the date for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project designated in this adver-
tisement, without the necessity of renewing such advertisement. The deferment, delay, postponement, and 
the date that proposals will be received and publicly opened will be available on www.bidx.com  

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways hereby notifies all bidders that it 
will affirmatively ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, minority business 
enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be dis-
criminated against on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex or national origin in consideration for an award.

CAREER
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING!  Become a Medical Of-
fice Profes-sional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work in 
months!  Call 877-635-0244. The Mis-
sion, Program Information and Tuition 
is located at Career-Technical.edu/con-
sumer-information.  (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

HEALTH/MEDICAL
DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113
PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim inde-pendence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Ino-gen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV
DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get your 
favorite live TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE 
Package, $84.99/mo for 12 months. 
HBO Max and Premium Channels in-
cluded for 3 mos (w/CHOICE Package 
or higher.) No annual contract, no hid-
den fees! Some restrictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-855-656-0296
DISH NETWORK: Only from Dish- 3 
year TV Price Guarantee! 99% Signal 
Reliability, backed by guarantee. In-

cludes Multi-Sport with NFL Redzone. 
Switch and Get a FREE $100 Gift Card. 
Call today! 1-855-736-4350
CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS 
home internet with EarthLink. Enjoy 
speeds from 5G and 4G LTE networks, 
no contracts, easy installation, and data 
plans up to 300 GB. Call 844-230-3640
HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTER-
NET - 25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! 
Get More Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Standard In-stallation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, Call 1-877-
567-2866
FREE HIGH SPEED INTERNET for 
those that qualify. Government program 
for recipi-ents of select programs incl. 
Medicaid, SNAP, Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veter-ans Pension, Survivor Ben-
efits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet ser-
vice. Bonus of-fer: Android tablet FREE 
with one-time $20 copay. Free shipping 
& handling. Call Maxsip Telecom today! 
1-833-317-1335

MISCELLANEOUS
DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our veterans! 
Sched-ule a FAST, FREE vehicle pick-
up and receive a top tax deduction! Call 
Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-964-
4167 today!
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - 
No payments for 18 months! Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior 
& Mili-tary Discounts available.  Call: 
844-601-2044
UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful 
New Blinds & Shades.  FREE in-home 
es-timates make it convenient to shop 
from home. Professional installation.  
Top quality - Made in the USA.  Call for 

free consultation:  877-802-8381.  Ask 
about our specials!
HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE, 
Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 Penn-
sylva-nia Ave., Charleston, WV. Call 
(304) 541-9139 for an appointment.  
ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 20% off Entire Pur-chase. 
Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-844-295-2840
BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. 
We want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since 
1920 Book manuscript submissions 
currently being re-viewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consultation, Produc-
tion, Promotion and Dis-tribution. Call 
for Your Author`s Guide 1-833-675-
6435 or visit dorranceinfo.com/WV
PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a GENERAC home stand-
by generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request a 
FREE Quote. Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-844-901-2301
UP TO $15,000 .00 of GUARANTEED 
Life Insurance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses.Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv
SAFE STEP. North Americas #1 Walk-
In Tub. Comprehensive lifetime war-
ranty. Top-of-the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring our FREE show-
er package and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-844-803-1282

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today any of three easy ways:

Call classifieds at this Newspaper
 

Or WVPA at 1-800-235-6881 or Visit www.wvpress.org
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selected as the new Pioneer Mascot,” 
Kyla Lovejoy expressed. “Being able 
to represent Glenville State University 
is a dream come true. I look forward 
to engaging with the students, faculty, 
staff, and alumni, and to bringing an 
unforgettable spirit to our campus.” 

As the Pioneer Mascot, Kyla will 
play a pivotal role in enhancing 
the university’s presence at athletic 
events, community gatherings, and 
various campus activities. Her infec-
tious energy, engaging persona, and 
dedication to fostering a positive at-
mosphere will undoubtedly resonate 

with everyone associated with Glen-
ville State University. 

Glenville State University eagerly 
anticipates Kyla Lovejoy’s first ap-
pearance as the Pioneer Mascot during 
the upcoming fall semester, symboliz-
ing a new era of unity, enthusiasm, and 
shared pride within the Glenville State 
community. 

For more information about the 
Glenville State University Pioneer or 
to request an appearance, contact the 
GSU Office of Student Life at Stu-
dent.Life@glenville.edu or by calling 
(304) 462-6400. 

DHHR to Host In-Person 
Hiring Event for Positions in 

Kanawha County
CHARLESTON, W.Va. – The 

West Virginia Department of 
Health and Human Resources 
(DHHR) will host an in-person 
interviewing event for positions 
within DHHR’s Bureau for Family 
Assistance and Bu-reau for Social 
Services in Kanawha County on 
Thursday, August 17, 2023, from 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

The event will be held at 
4190 Washington Street West, 
Charleston, WV 25313, and will 
interview for the positions of 
Child Protective Service Worker, 
Economic Service Worker, and 

Family Support Spe-cialist. A 
special hiring incentive of $2,500 
is offered to selected candidates 
in the position of Child Protective 
Service Worker with a one-year 
commitment.

Interested applicants may call 
304-389-6058 for additional 
information or to schedule an 
interview time. 

Job seekers are encouraged to 
visit DHHR’s employment page 
to view open positions and special 
hiring rates throughout the state of 
West Virginia.

Folklife Center announces 
two major events to kick off 

the semester

Fairmont State Uni-
versity’s Frank and 
Jane Gabor Folklife 
Center will host two 
major events during the 
first week of classes on 
August 24 and August 
26.

Emily Reitz, local 
herb expert and owner 
of The Ginger Plants-
man, will present a lec-
ture on local seasonal 
plants Thursday, Au-
gust 24 at 6 p.m. at the 
Frank and Jane Gabor 
West Virginia Folklife 
Center. The event is 
free and open to all. 
The Folklife Center is 
located on Squibb Wil-
son Blvd. on the cam-
pus of Fairmont State 
University.

“We are excited to 
welcome back Emily 
Reitz, who is dedicated 
to educating the com-
munity about locating 
and using local herbs 
and plants in our every-
day lives,” said Direc-
tor of the Folklife Cen-
ter Dr. Lydia Warren.

Reitz graduated from 
Fairmont State Univer-

sity and has extensive 
knowledge on regional 
plants and herbal rem-
edies. Her lecture will 
focus on seasonal al-
lergy causes and poten-
tial herbal treatments. 
There will be time at 
the end for a Q&A ses-
sion. 

 On Saturday, August 
26 from 9:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m., the Folklife Cen-
ter will host the Wartz 
‘n All Dulcimer Jam.

“At the Folklife Cen-
ter, we strive to be a 
barrier-free meeting 
place where students, 
community members, 
and experts can gather 
and learn, and hosting 
this dulcimer event is 
an exciting example 
of that,” said War-ren. 
“This will help our re-
gional tradition of mu-
sic-making grow stron-
ger and better, and we 
can’t wait to wel-come 
visitors!”

After a multi-year hi-
atus, event co-founder 
Rob Lackey is excited 
to bring the event back. 
Lackey, a member of 

the acclaimed Ken-
nedy Barn String Band, 
will be on hand all day 
to provide lessons in a 
unique, unstruc-tured 
format. What makes 
this event special is 
the lack of a schedule 
or formal plan: the day 
progresses based on 
what attendees want to 
do. 

There will be jam-
ming and song swap-
ping as well as time for 
questions about tech-
niques, tunes, and more. 
Folks are encouraged to 
bring their instruments 
and any questions they 
have. Beginners are 
also welcome, and the 
Folklife Center will 
provide cardboard dul-
cimers and beginner in-
struction for all to use.

For more informa-
tion, please email 
Folklife Center Direc-
tor Lydia Warren at lyd-
ia.warren@fairmont-
state.edu or call (304) 
367-4286.
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Adam T. Perine - LIC
Patrick A. Kovalck - Licensed Director

Dorsey  Funeral Home
LOUIE MALE,

Owner/Licensee-In Charge 
701 South Pike Street, Shinnston, WV 26431
Office: 304-592-1358 ~ Fax: 304-592-2571

OBITUARIES • • OBITUARIES

Harmer Funeral Home
  Shinnston, WV · 592-2500

  www.harmerfuneralhome.com
Jay D. Harmer, LIC, 

Jacob A. Harmer, Licensed Funeral Director

Out of the Past
Memorable photographs from around Harrison County

Legal 3 col x 4-1/2”
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(2021-S-00000331 - Harrison County - WVTJ, LLC)
To: JOHN RUDOLPH CHRISTINA, OCCUPANT, IRS, ATTN: ADVISORY CONSOLIDATED RE-

CEIPTS, WV STATE TAX DEPARTMENT, or heirs at law, devisees, creditors, representatives, successors, 
assigns, all known heirs, guardians, conservators, fiduciaries, administrators, lienholders, co-owners, other 
parties having an undivided interest in the delinquent property, and other parties that may have an interest 
in the subject property.

DISTRICT CLAY SHINNSTON CORP  MAP 1006  PARCEL 0190 0000
You will take notice that WVTJ, LLC, the purchaser of the tax lien(s) on the following real estate, Cer-

tificate of Sale: 2021-S-00000331, 1 TRACT (LOTS 4 5) PARRILL ADD, located in CLAY SHINNSTON 
CORP, which was returned delinquent in the name of CHRISTINA JOHN RUDOLPH, and for which the 
tax lien(s) thereon was sold by the sheriff of Harrison County at the sale for the delinquent taxes made on 
the 4th day of November, 2021, has requested that you be notified that a deed for such real estate will be 
made to him or her on or after October 1, 2023, as provided by law, unless before that day you redeem 
such real estate. The amount you will have to pay on the last day, September 30, 2023, will be as follows:

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of the sale, with  $  1,374.72
interest, to September 30, 2023.
Amount of subsequent year’s taxes paid on the property, since the sale,  $  1,235.19
with interest to September 30, 2023.
Amount paid for the Title Examination and preparation of the list to be served  $  1,100.30
and for preparation and service of notice with interest from January 1, 2022,
following the sheriff’s sale to September 30, 2023.
Amount paid for other statutory costs with interest from following the sheriff’s  $  270.71
sale to September 30, 2023.
Total Amount Payable to Sheriff - cashier check, money order or certified  $  3,980.92
check must be made payable to The Honorable Robert Matheny, Sheriff 
and Treasurer of Harrison County.
Cost of Certification of Redemption - cashier check, money order or certified  $  35.00
check must be made payable to The Honorable John B. McCuskey, State Auditor.

You may redeem any time before September 30, 2023, by paying the above total
less any unearned interest.

Return this letter and both certified funds to the
WV State Auditor’s Office,
County Collection Division

1900 Kanawha Blvd East, Building 1, Room W-114
Charleston, West Virginia 25305.

Questions please call 1-888-509-6568 option 2

Donald Wayne 
“Fudge” Ashcraft
Donald Wayne 

“Fudge” Ashcraft, 54, 
of Pine Bluff, passed 
away with his family 
by his side on Tuesday, 
August 15, 2023 at his 
home. He was born 
May 6, 1969 a son of 
the late Ernest L. and 
Betty Jean O’Dell Ash-
craft.

Fudge is survived 
by his sisters, Tammy 
Long of Four States; 
and Robin Stanley and 
her husband Richard 
of Everson; and his 
brother, Ernest Ash-
craft of Pine Bluff; as 
well as several nieces 
and nephews.

In addition to his 
parents, Fudge was 
preceded in death by 
his brothers, Buck 
and Willard “Will-
bob” Ashcraft; and his 
brother-in-law, Jerry 
Long.

Fudge was employed 
as an Auto Body Tech-
nician at Rusty Kuhens 
Body Shop in Pine 
Bluff. He was also em-
ployed with Bingamon 
Public Service District. 
Fudge was a gradu-
ate of Lincoln High 
School. In his pastime, 
he loved to hunt and 
was an avid NASCAR 
fan. His favorite driver 
was Jeff Gordon.

Friends were recent-
ly received at Perine 
Funeral Home, 1348 
S. Pike St. Shinnston.
Online memories and 
condolences can be 
shared with the family 
at www.perinefunerals.
com

The Perine Funeral 
Home is honored to 
serve the Ashcraft fam-
ily.

Sandra “Sandy” 
Darlene Akers

Sandra “Sandy” Dar-
lene Akers of Shinn-
ston, WV passed away 
on August 17, 2023, 
due to an extended ill-
ness, peacefully with 
her husband James R. 
Akers and family by 
her side. She was the 
daughter of the late 
Edwin G. and Mary E. 
Wright, of Manning-
ton.

She is survived by 
her husband of 60 
years, James R. Akers; 
and her sister, Barbara 
Efaw and husband, 
Denny Efaw, of Man-
nington.

She will be remem-
bered by her four chil-
dren: Darla Martin 
of Shinnston; James 
“Jim-Bo” Akers Jr. and 
wife Jennifer, of Shinn-
ston; Sheryl Bland and 
husband Lester, of In-
diana; and Tracie Ak-
ers of Clarksburg.

Her heart was full 
of love for her many 
grandchildren: Er-
nie Martin II and 
wife Amanda, of Lost 
Creek; Bryan Greg-
ory and partner Luke 
Blankenship, of Tex-
as; Shayla Swiger and 
husband Austin, of 
Shinnston; Dusti Ak-
ers of Morgantown; 
Shanna Akers and hus-
band Casey Conner, 
of Shinnston; Zachary 
McElwayne and part-
ner Craig Jackson, of 
Australia; Kristen My-
ers and husband Mav-
erick, of Shinnston; 
Maverick Altovilla 
and wife Brittany, of 
Clarksburg; Makayla 
Bedford and husband 
Dustin, of Indiana; 
Mariah Akers of Enter-

prise; Marissa Caruso 
and husband Anthony, 
of Fairmont; Dawson 
Bland of Shinnston; 
and Jadyn Bland of 
Indiana; and Madison 
Akers of Shinnston.

Her memory is also 
kept alive by many 
great-grandchildren, 
and one great-great-
grandchild: Skylar and 
Ashley Martin; Kayden 
Thompson and Brody 
Swiger; Audrey Akers; 
CaSaun and CayVon 
Akers, and CamRyn 
Hawkins; Ellie, Emma, 
and Evander Altovilla; 
Titan and Kolt Myers; 
and great-great-grand-
daughter Addalynn 
Martin.

Sandy was preceded 
in death by her parents, 
Edwin G. and Mary E. 
Wright; her brother, 
Earl O’Dell; grand-
son, Dustin Akers; 
great-grandson, Hunter 
Lane; and great-grand-
daughter Aubrey Wei-
dow.

Sandy was a devoted 
member of the congre-
gation at the Shinnston 
Church of Christ. She 
retired from the Kroger 
Co. after 29 years of 
service.

Sandy was a won-
derful daughter, wife, 
mother, grandmother, 
sister, and friend. She 
was always a helper 
and a friend when 
needed. She was al-
ways cracking jokes 
and making people 
laugh. She gave freely 
of herself without ex-
pecting anything in re-
turn.

Friends were re-
ceived at Harmer Fu-
neral Home on Sunday, 
August 20, 2023 from 
2:00PM-8:00PM. A fu-
neral service was held 
at the funeral home 
on Monday, August 
21, 2023 at 11:00 with 
Evangelist Jesse Phil-
lips officiating. Inter-
ment will follow at En-
terprise Cemetery.

Online memories and 
condolences may be 
shared at www.harmer-
funeralhome.com

A service of Harmer 
Funeral Home, Shinn-
ston.

Carol A. Quain
Carol A. Quain, A 

resident of Wappinger 
Falls and formerly of 
Ossining, passed away 
Wednesday, August 
16, 2023. Carol was 
born on March 4, 1940 
and was the daugh-
ter of John and Helen 
(Holton) Kollar. She 
was 83.

She was a graduate 
of the Ossining High 
School in 1958. During 
and after High School 
she was a secretary at 
Briarcliff School Dis-
trict and was also a Ca-
shier with the Ossining 
School District. Carol 
was married to Charles 
Gavin Quain on March 
28, 1959 in Tarrytown. 
Charlie (Gavin) Prede-
ceased her on May 19, 
1995.

Carol is survived by 
her companion of 17 
years Edward Baker; 
her sons Brian (Patty), 
John (Tonita), Gavin 
(Kim); her sister Alayne 
Baldinger and sister 
in law Rose Kollar; 
grandchildren Alyssa, 
Brian, Crystal, Ashua, 
Michael, Nicole, Cait-
lin, and Kelsey; and 
two great grandchildren 
Simon and Charles. She 
was Predeceased by her 
son Richard and her 
brother Richard Kollar.

Visiting hours were 
held on Friday Au-
gust 18 from 4-8 Pm at 
Dorsey Funeral Home. 
The Funeral Service 
was held Friday at 7:30 
Pm. The interment took 
place on Saturday 10:45 
Am at Sleepy Hollow 
Cemetery, Sleepy Hol-
low, NY.

West Virginians For 
Affordable Health 

Care Mark the One 
Year Anniversary of 
the Historic Inflation 

Reduction Act 
(CHARLESTON, WV) – On August 16, 

2022, President Joe Biden signed the historic 
Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) into law, 
lowering costs and improving health care for 
hundreds of thousands of West Virginians. 
 “The Inflation Reduction Act includes the most 
significant expansion of affordable health care in 
more than two decades,” said Ellen Allen, Executive 
Director of West Virginians for Affordable Health 
Care. “Lowering costs will be a life saver for 
seniors and families who have been forced to 
choose between affording their prescription drugs 
or going to the doctor and making ends meet.”

The IRA lowers premium costs for 13 million 
Americans who purchase coverage on the 
Affordable Care Act marketplaces, including over 
23,000 in West Virginia. It also gives Medicare 
the power to negotiate drug prices, limits the cost 
of insulin to $35 a month, and caps senior out-
of-pocket prescription drug costs. Thanks to this 
law, Medicare finally has the power to negotiate 
for lower prescription drug prices that alone will 
benefit over 300-thousand West Virginians.

“The Inflation Reduction Act is a game-changer, 
lowering health care costs for seniors and families 
across West Virginia and all Americans to make 
health care a right, not a privilege,” said Allen. 
“The policies included in the IRA will save 
Americans thousands of dollars a year — the 
greatest health care achievement since the passage 
of the Affordable Care Act.”

West Virginians for Affordable Health Care 
brings a consumer voice to public policy so that 
every West Virginian has quality, affordable health 
care and the opportunity to lead an informed, 
healthy and productive life. It achieves its mission 
by working with partners to identify and advocate 
for positive public policy change, developing 
and coordinating innovative public education 
programs, protecting and preserving programs 
that serve its mission, and assisting individual 
consumers in navigating the healthcare system.

The Harison County Bank’s Lost Creek branch, circa 1919.

Terry Deremer Named Wilson 
ITA Division II Men’s Tennis 
National Coach of the Year

Deremer is the first Fairmont State 
head coach since 2017 to be honored 

as national coach of the year.

TEMPE, Ariz. – Terry Deremer was voted the 
2023 Wilson Intercollegiate Tennis Associ-ation 
Division II Men’s Tennis National Coach of the 
Year, the association announced on Tuesday 
(June 6).

 “I am honored for the recognition,” said 
Deremer. “It is very special, and I am incredibly 
proud of what our players and staff have been 
able to build here at Fairmont State. It is a special 
place.”

 The Mountain East Conference Coach of the 
Year led the Fairmont State men’s tennis team to 
a historic season which culminated in a trip to the 
NCAA National Tournament. Deremer’s squad 
won a program-best 18 dual victories during the 
2023 season. The Fairmont State Athletics Hall 
of Famer helped his team improve by 10 wins 
from the 2022 season. The Falcons captured the 
Mountain East Conference Tournament Cham-
pionship after a thrilling 4-3 win over top-
seeded Charleston under Deremer’s direction. 
The Falcons achieved their highest ITA National 
Team ranking in program history and were slotted 
No. 32 in the final ITA rankings of 2023.

 Five of Deremer’s players earned All-MEC 
honors this season including All-MEC First Team 
honoree Elia Barozzi and All-MEC Second Team 
players Mohamed El Helaly, Alexandre Pages, 
Seena Saadevandi and Kan Watanabe. Barozzi 
was selected as the NCAA ELITE 90 winner at the 
national championship site and was later named 
a College Sports Communicators Academic All-
American.

Deremer becomes the first coach in MEC 
history to earn the recognition from the ITA. He 
is the first Fairmont State head coach to receive a 
national coach of the year award since 2017.
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Fairmont State reinstates 
music and theatre minors

Fairmont State Uni-
versity has reestab-
lished its music and 
theatre minors after 
these programs were 
discon-tinued in 2020. 
The music and theatre 
minors can be taken in 
tandem with most of 
Fairmont State’s aca-
demic programs.

“We are thrilled to 
re-introduce the mi-
nors in music and the-
atre to our students,” 
said Dean of the Col-
lege of Liberal Arts 
Chris Kast. “Both op-
tions have been revised 
to provide additional 
academic training for 
those who have been 
participating in our 
Fairmont State March-
ing band, choir, theatre 
performances, or just 
any-one interested in 
the subject matter. We 
foresee these programs 
serving as a vital link 
between our academ-
ic and community pro-
gramming.”

Both the music and 
theatre minors are 18 
credit hours. The the-
atre minor includes 
courses in production, 
design, acting, direct-
ing and more. The 
music minor includes 
courses in written the-
ory, aural theory, music 
business, piano, music 
history, ethnomusicol-
ogy, major ensembles 
and other similar top-
ics.

“Fairmont State has 
a proud tradition of 
Theatre and Music go-
ing back more than 100 
years. In fact, the In-
ternational Thespian 
Society was founded 
at Fairmont State in 
1929,” said Humani-
ties Chair Dr. Angela 
Schwer. “We’re proud 
of our dedicated facul-
ty in these disciplines, 
and we hope that stu-
dents will take ad-
vantage of the opportu-
nity to round out their 
liberal arts education 

by acting in Masquers 
plays, and perform-ing 
music with Collegiate 
Singers, Marching 
Band and Wind En-
semble. Adding a mi-
nor in Music or Theatre 
is a way for students to 
take their performance 
to the next level.”

Fairmont State Presi-
dent Dr. Mike Davis 
also voiced his excite-
ment at the reintroduc-
tion of these programs.

“I am thrilled to see 
the growth and revi-
talization of the per-
forming arts on cam-
pus,” said Davis. “The 
per-forming arts give 
a richness to our lives 
that have no equal and 
I am excited to watch 
these programs expand 
and thrive in the com-
ing years.”

To learn more about 
the music and theatre 
minors, visit the Col-
lege of Liberal Arts 
homepage.

BFS Companies Adds 
$10,000 to YCF’s Campaign

Having issues with a CPAP machine?  
Call to schedule an appointment with a  
sleep specialist at (681) 342-3290. 

UHC Sleep Lab has been  
helping the people of our region  
with the following disorders since 1995.
•   Loud Snoring, Gasping, Long 

Pauses in Breathing During Sleep
•   Tired, Irritability, Memory Loss, 

Difficulty Concentrating
•   Morning Headaches
•   Restless Legs During Sleep
•   Uncontrolled Hypertension

SLEEP DISORDER?

Jimmy Doumit, MD 
Pulmonary and  
Critical Care Medicine 
Board Certified
(681) 342-4500

uhcsleepcenter.com
Shiv U. Navada, MD 
Medical Director 
Neurology/Sleep Medicine
Board Certified 
(304) 933-3843

A GOOD  
NIGHT’S  
SLEEP
STARTS NOW.

UNITED HOSPITAL CENTER
We’re Part of Something Great  |   Bridgeport, WV

Keith Alan Niggemyer, MD, FCCP 
Medical Director 
Neurology/Sleep Medicine
Board Certified 
(681) 342-4500

Morgantown, WV – 
Your Community Foun-
dation of North Cen-
tral West Virginia, Inc. 
(YCF) announces a new 
endowment fund as part 
of YCF’s $1 Million 
Match Campaign. The 
BFS Addiction Preven-
tion Fund was created 
with a $10,000 dona-
tion.

 The BFS Addiction 
Prevention Fund will 
provide support to pro-
grams geared to lessen 
and alter the destructive 
impact of alcohol and 
drug addiction on chil-
dren and their families 
through education and 
professional support at 
the grassroots level. Eli-
gible charitable organi-
zations will reside with-
in YCF’s service area, 
which includes Harri-
son, Marion, Mononga-
lia, Preston, and Taylor 
Counties.

 BFS Companies be-
gan in 1974 as an ag-
riculture business with 
the first store, South-
ern States, located in 
Bruceton, WV.  Today, 
the business is spread 
across several states 
with four Southern 
States stores, 21 petro-
leum bulk plants, more 
than 75 BFS Foods con-
venience stores and 11 
liquor stores.  BFS em-
ploys more than 2,000 
people and is headquar-
tered in Morgantown, 
WV.

“Recognizing the 
devastating impact of 
addiction, BFS is com-

mitted to supporting 
prevention initiatives in 
the communities where 
we live and work,” said 
Marshall Bishop, owner 
of BFS Companies. “We 
are pleased to partner 
with YCF in supporting 
grassroots organizations 
working to alleviate the 
addiction epidemic.”

 As part of YCF’s $1 
Million Match Cam-
paign, BFS Compa-
nies’ donation will be 
matched 100% to the 
YCF Addiction Preven-
tion Initiative Fund by 
an anonymous donor.

 “On behalf of YCF, 
we want to thank Mr. 
Bishop and BFS Com-
panies for supporting 
their community,” said 
Patty Showers Ryan, 
YCF President.  “The 
annual earnings from 
this Fund will provide 
grant dollars to local 
groups in our region do-
ing the important day-
to-day work to fight ad-
diction.”

 To date, YCF has 
received $925,000 to-
wards the $1 Million 
goal. For more informa-
tion, please call YCF at 
(304) 296-3433, or vis-
it: http://www.ycfwv.
org.

 
About BFS Compa-

nies
BFS Companies be-

gan in 1974 as an agri-
culture business (Bruce-
ton Farm Service) when 
Marshall Bishop pur-
chased the Southern 
States store in Bruceton 
Mills, WV. That side 
of the business has had 
steady development 
over the years with four 
Southern States stores 
and 21 petroleum bulk 
plants in WV, MD, PA 
and OH.

 In the early 1980’s, 
the very first BFS Foods 
convenience store was 
opened in Mt Lake 
Park, MD. Since then, 
BFS has been a grow-
ing convenience store 
chain with more than 
75 locations and 11 li-
quor stores in their four-
state operating area. 
This growth has been 
through acquisitions 
and new builds.

 BFS is firmly com-

mitted to offering goods 
and services that meet 
the needs in the many 
communities they serve. 
With more than 2,000 
employees living and 
working in those com-
munities, BFS is con-
stantly abreast of the 
changing needs of their 
customers. This is why 
BFS also operates 95+ 
branded fast foods in-
side or beside the BFS 
Foods convenience 
store locations. Those 
brands include Burger 
King, Little Caesars 
Pizza, Subway, Dairy 
Queen, IHOP, Huddle 
House and Tim Hortons 
Café & Bake Shop.

 For nearly 50 years, 
the BFS mission has 
been to provide Better, 
Faster Service to their 
customers and career 
growth opportunities 
to their employees who 
wish to advance. BFS 
Companies remains a 
private, family owned 
and operated corpora-
tion headquartered in 
Morgantown, WV.

 For more informa-
tion, go to www.bf-
scompanies.com.

 
About YCF
YCF is a tax-exempt 

public charity created 
by and for the people 
of North Central West 
Virginia to manage 
multi-generational en-
dowments. YCF enables 
local people with phil-
anthropic interests to 
support the issues, eas-
ily and effectively, they 
care about.

YCF accepts dona-
tions in the following 
ways: checks, tribute 
gifts in honor or memory 
of a loved one, PayPal, 
matching gifts, stocks 
or securities, IRA gifts, 
wills, and bequests.

The establishment 
of an endowment fund 
with YCF requires a 
minimum donation of 
$10,000, which donors 
may achieve over three 
years. The principal is 
invested, and the earn-
ings provide grant dol-
lars – forever. For more 
information please call 
(304) 296-3433 or visit 
YCF’s website, www.
ycfwv.org.
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The Story Behind 
the Photo

By Bobby Bice

Last month’s article noted that two Shinnston 
churches observe centennial anniversaries this 
year. In that article, the old United Brethren 
Church (now Otterbein UMC) was discussed; this 
article will pertain to The Parish of Saint Ann, 
more commonly known as St. Ann’s Catholic 
Church. For those who may not know, the patron 
saint of the parish, St. Ann, is traditionally 
known to be the mother of the Virgin Mary and 
grandmother of our Lord Jesus Christ as well as 
the patron saint of miners.

The accompanying image shows Richardson 
Lumber & Construction Company owners 
Bob and Carnel Richardson (son & father, 
respectively) at the cornerstone laying ceremony 
for the present yellow brick building. The image 
was taken in May 1952 when construction began, 
but the new building was not completed until 
the Spring of 1953. Its completion would mark 
the fifth building to serve the Catholic faith in 
Shinnston. 

Prior to establishing a place for worship in 

Laying a cornerstone and showing the depth of the 
Catholic Church tradition in Shinnston

Shinnston 100 years ago, the Catholic community 
then had to travel to Clarksburg or Monongah in 
order to hear Mass. It is interesting to note that 
the first masses in Shinnston were held in the 
largest building currently in town, one known 
to many as the old G.C. Murphy building at the 
southwest corner of Pike and Bridge Streets. 
The structure was then housing the Shinnston 
Furniture & Undertaking Company and the first 
Catholic masses were held there in a funeral 
parlor. Attendance soon grew larger than the 
chapel could comfortably hold so Tofake Simon, 
a local businessman and one of the proprietors 
of the Rex Theatre on lower Walnut Street (now 
a parking lot for Casey’s Restaurant), offered 
the theatre as a new place to hold masses.  The 
theatre accommodated the congregation for 
awhile, but parishioners soon realized the need 
for a permanent location dedicated to this newly 
formed parish within the town of Shinnston. 

A committee was formed and soon found and 
purchased the church’s current property in the 
block between Maloy Court and Mahlon Street. 
The location then contained an old harness 
shop operated by Walter Hursey and also a two-
story house. The harness shop was converted 
into a church (being the third building to house 
masses) and the house was used as a rectory. Both 
were operated as such until Richardson’s began 
construction of the 1952 building, which is still 
in use today. 

During the ten months of construction for the 
new building, services were held in the UMWA 
hall along upper Charles Street, marking the 
fourth building to hold masses. The current 
church building has been added onto since this 
image was taken over 70 years ago. A new rectory 
has also been built behind the church as well as a 
beautiful prayer chapel, which is

open for all to come and pray. Much could be 
written on the establishment as well as continual 
service of faith since the parish was established in 
Shinnston in 1923. However, I decided to focus 
attention on the structures that housed masses 
in the community, which, in keeping with the 
column title, is the story behind the photo!

Catholic Traditions Still Run Deep In 
Shinnston

Glenville State University’s 
Enrollment Surges to New 

Heights, Building on Record 
Numbers from Previous Year

Glenville State University is excited to announce 
a significant achievement in its educational journey, 
as the institution proudly marks its largest overall 
enrollment since 2015. This remarkable milestone 
is a testament to the university’s unwavering 
commitment to academic excellence, innovative 
programs, and fostering a vibrant and inclusive 
learning community. 

With a renewed focus on offering high-quality 
education and enriching experiences, Glenville 
State University has experienced a surge in 
enrollment across many disciplines. The university’s 
dedication to providing a nurturing environment 
for students to excel academically, engage in 
meaningful research, and actively participate in 
campus life has contributed to this remarkable 
growth. 

“We are thrilled to witness such a robust increase 
in our student enrollment, which reflects the tireless 
efforts of our faculty, staff, and administration to 
provide an outstanding educational experience,” 
remarked Dr. Mark A. Manchin, President of 
Glenville State University. “This accomplishment 
underscores our commitment to preparing our 
students for success in a rapidly changing world 
while maintaining the close-knit, supportive 
atmosphere that Glenville is known for.” 

Along with the largest overall enrollment 
since 2015 as mentioned before, Glenville State 
University recorded the largest online number of 
students with a 27% increase since Fall 2022.  

With the graduate level programs in full swing, 
Glenville State University recorded a 109% 
increase in graduate students from Fall 2022. 
These programs include Master of Business 
Administration, Master of Arts in Teaching, and 
a Master of Arts in Curriculum and Instruction.   
 As Glenville State University celebrates this 
remarkable achievement, it looks ahead with 
enthusiasm to the future. With a continued focus 
on innovation, academic excellence, and student 
success, the university is poised to make an even 
greater impact on the region, the nation, and 
beyond. 

For more information about applying to Glenville 
State University, please contact our Admissions 
Office at 304-462-6130 or visit glenville.edu/
admissions/apply. 

Rep. Carol Miller Joins U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement on a Targeted Enforcement Action Operation

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Yesterday, Congress-
woman Carol Miller (R-WV) joined the U.S. Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) on a 
targeted enforcement action operation ride-along 
in Cabell County. Congresswoman Miller accom-
panied officers in an observational capacity as law 
enforcement officers conducted the operation. 

“The fight for the United States is not overseas 
or at the border, but it’s right here in our commu-
nities. When Speaker McCarthy appointed me to 
serve on the task force to combat Mexican drug 
cartels, it was important to see firsthand what was 
happening at the front lines. Witnessing ICE and 
law enforcement lay their lives on the line to pro-
tect Americans every day was a humbling experi-
ence I won’t soon forget. I will continue fighting 
to stop the flow of drugs and human trafficking 
that comes across the southern border every single 
day,” said Congresswoman Miller.

Since her first term in Congress, Congresswom-
an Miller has been fighting to secure the border to 
prevent drugs and crime from affecting communi-

ties in the United States. She currently serves on 
Speaker Kevin McCarthy’s (R-CA) Congressional 
task force targeted on combating Mexican drug 
cartels. 

 Congresswoman Miller joined the Field Office 
Director Cammilla Wamsley for a pre-operation-
al briefing and rode along with law enforcement 
where the operation took place.

 
Background:
Last year, Congresswoman Carol Miller visit-

ed the U.S. - Mexico border and experienced the 
southern border crisis. This ride along has been the 
second time the Congresswoman saw first-hand 
the devastating impact President Biden’s open bor-
der is having on Americans. 

Congresswoman Carol Miller also joined the 
Conservative Political Action Coalition (CPAC) 
for an anti-human trafficking summit. She contin-
ues to fight for the victims of human trafficking 
due to an open southern border.

The West Virginia Folklife Program Presents  First of Three Folklife 
Apprenticeship Showcases

Elkins, W.Va.—The West Virginia Folklife Program, 
a project of the West Virginia Humanities Council, will 
pre-sent three showcases featuring its seven participat-
ing pairs of the 2022-2023 Folklife Apprenticeship 
Program.

The first event takes place on Saturday, September 
9, at 3 p.m., at the Phil Gainer Community Center in 
Elkins. This showcase celebrates fiber arts with Enrica 
McMillon (Randolph County) and her apprentice Bar-
bara Weaner (Tucker County), soul food cooking with 
Xavier Oglesby and his apprentice and niece Brook-
lynn Oglesby (Ra-leigh County), and mushroom for-
aging with Sharon Briggs and her apprentice Anthony 
Murray (Hampshire Coun-ty).

The event is free and open to the public. It starts at 3 
p.m. with a demonstration hour. During that time, the 
public can meet the program participants, including 
Xavier and Brooklynn Oglesby, who will be preparing 
potato salad in the kitchen.

At 4 p.m., the formal presentation starts, with West 
Virginia State Folklorist Jennie Williams leading a 
conversa-tion with the pairs about their traditional art 
forms, apprenticeship experiences, and connections 
to their communi-ties. A reception will follow, featur-
ing soul food prepared by the Oglesby family.

The next event will be Saturday, September 30, 

4 p.m., at the Frank and Jane Gabor West Virginia 
Folklife Cen-ter at Fairmont State University. It will 
feature West Virginia old-time fiddle music with 
Gerry Milnes (Randolph County) and apprentice 
Annick Odom (Monongalia County), clawhammer 
banjo with Joe Herrmann and appren-tice Dakota 
Karper (Hampshire County), and fiddle repair with 
Chris Haddox and apprentice Mary Linscheid (Mo-
nongalia County). The final event, held Sunday, No-
vember 5, 3 p.m., at the Robinson Grand Performing 
Arts Cen-ter in Clarksburg, celebrates Appalachian 
storytelling with Bil Lepp and his apprentice James 
Froemel.

To RSVP for these free public events, please go to 
wvfolklife.org and see “Save the Dates for the WV 
Folklife Apprenticeship Showcases.”

The West Virginia Folklife Apprenticeship Program 
offers a stipend to West Virginia traditional artists or 
tradi-tion bearers working with qualified apprentices 
on a year-long in-depth apprenticeship in their cultural 
expression or traditional art form. These apprentice-
ships encourage experts in their respective art forms 
to share their tech-niques and artistry, as well as the 
histories and traditions of these folklife practices. This 

marks the third year of the biennial Folklife Appren-
ticeship Program.

The West Virginia Folklife Program is a project 
of the West Virginia Humanities Council and is sup-
ported in part by the National Endowment for the Arts 
(NEA) Folk & Traditional Arts Program. West Vir-
ginia Folklife is dedicat-ed to the documentation, pres-
ervation, presentation, and support of West Virginia’s 
vibrant cultural heritage and living traditions. 

For more information on the event and West Vir-
ginia Folklife Program, visit wvfolklife.org or http://
wvhumanities.org/programs/west-virginia-folklife-
program/, or contact Jennie Williams at wil-liams@
wvhumanities.org or (304)346-8500.

The West Virginia Humanities Council, an indepen-
dent nonprofit corporation, is governed by a board of 
direc-tors whose members are drawn from all parts of 
West Virginia. The state affiliate of the National En-
dowment for the Humanities (NEH), it is supported by 
the NEH, the State of West Virginia, and contributions 
from the private sector. The purposes of the West Vir-
ginia Humanities Council are educational, and its mis-
sion is to support a vig-orous program in the humani-
ties statewide in West Virginia.
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Plants were bought at Bice’s Greenhouse and 
raised by Rick Wilson from Shinnston, WV. In 
total, the 6 cabbages weighed 108.6 lbs. The 

biggest one weighed 19 3/4 lbs. The others 
weighed in at 19 1/2, 19, 18, 17, and 16 lbs, which 
was the smallest.

Capito Leads Bipartisan, Bicameral 
Delegation to Indo-Pacific Region

Members received briefings on Hawaii wildfires, U.S. and Indo-
Pacific security and energy matters, discussed empowerment of 

women and girls with Women’s World Cup leaders

U.S. Senators Shelley Moore Capito (R-W.Va.) and 
Cindy Hyde-Smith (R-Miss.) and Representatives 
Chrissy Houlahan (D-Pa.-06), Kathy Castor 
(D-Fla.-14), and Nicole Malliotakis (R-N.Y.-11) with 
Admiral Samuel J. Paparo Jr., Commander of the 
U.S. Pacific Fleet.

U.S. Senators Shelley Moore Capito (R-W.Va.) and 
Cindy Hyde-Smith (R-Miss.) and Representatives 
Chrissy Houlahan (D-Pa.-06), Kathy Castor 
(D-Fla.-14), and Nicole Malliotakis (R-N.Y.-11) with 
U.S. Navy sailors in Sydney, Australia, for the 2023 
Malabar Exercise.

U.S. Senators Shelley Moore Capito (R-W.Va.) and 
Cindy Hyde-Smith (R-Miss.) and Representatives 
Chrissy Houlahan (D-Pa.-06), Kathy Castor 
(D-Fla.-14), and Nicole Malliotakis (R-N.Y.-11) at 
the 2023 FIFA Women’s World Cup.

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Yesterday, a 
congressional delegation (CODEL), led by 
U.S. Senator Shelley Moore Capito (R-W.Va.), 
returned to the United States after traveling 
to Pearl Harbor, Australia, and New Zealand. 
In addition to Senator Capito, the delegation 
included Senator Cindy Hyde-Smith (R-Miss.) 
and Representatives Chrissy Houlahan (D-
Pa.-06), Kathy Castor (D-Fla.-14), and Nicole 
Malliotakis (R-N.Y.-11).

During the trip, the delegation engaged with 
senior leaders throughout the Indo-Pacific to 
discuss a variety of topics, including domestic 
and international security matters and energy 
issues throughout the region. The members also 
engaged with senior leaders at the Women’s 
World Cup to discuss the empowerment of women 
and girls. Additionally, the delegation visited the 
U.S. Pacific Fleet in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, where 
they met with Commander Admiral Samuel J. 
Paparo Jr., and General Charles Flynn, who is 
coordinating defense support to civil authorities 
for the wildfire response in Hawaii.

 “Through this series of visits, we had the 
opportunity to meet with senior leaders in the 
Indo-Pacific on matters that impact our nation 
and our allies, and to learn more about our 
country’s response to the devastating wildfires 
in Hawaii. I’m thankful to grow our relationship 
with leaders in the Pacific, as well as in both 
Australia and New Zealand regarding the 
importance of bilateral ties and partnerships 
between our nations. Additionally, it was 
encouraging to engage with leaders of the 
Women’s World Cup and discuss ways that we 
can capitalize on momentum to grow women 
and girls empowerment efforts. I look forward to 
applying the information gained during this trip 
through my work in the U.S. Senate,” Senator 
Capito said.

 “Our bipartisan all-female congressional 
delegation to the Indo-Pacific region sent a 
strong message as we examined the security 
and economic issues that affect our nation and 
that region. Our visit also underscored the 

value in encouraging and highlighting women 
in athletics in the same way we support men’s 
athletics, a goal that can help inspire more young 
women to reach their athletic potential and 
dreams,” Senator Hyde-Smith said.

 “This CODEL has been eye opening for 
me, but it also served as a stark reminder of 
the important effect that women and girls can 
have on our national and global security,” Rep. 
Houlahan said. “I was proud to see that the 
progress we are making here at home in the U.S. 
on gender equity is running parallel to progress 
being made by our Indo-Pacific partners. I 
want to thank Senator Capito for bringing this 
bipartisan, bicameral coalition together. We 
know that when everyone is included, we build a 
stronger and safer world.”

 “Our bipartisan delegation to the Indo-
Pacific region demonstrates that America is 
strengthening bilateral relationships across the 
region. Senator Capito led our delegation in 
engaging with military, business and diplomatic 
leaders regarding new opportunities to bolster 
our national and economic security. I am grateful 
to the many men and women we met who are 
serving across the region, particularly those who 
are coordinating response to the devastating 
wildfires in Hawaii. I look forward to working to 
strengthen our partnerships in the region while 
supporting the empowerment of women and 
girls globally,” Rep. Castor said.

 “In a short period of time, we were able to 
learn ways Congress can support our service 
members and military leadership in the Indo-
Pacific, expand free trade with our allies to 
diversify supply chains and reduce reliability 
on Communist China, and empower women 
around the globe. It is evident that Australia and 
New Zealand are two strategic and key allies 
and the mission of the Five Eyes and AUKUS 
intelligence and military partnerships is more 
critical today than ever,” Rep. Malliotakis said.

DHHR and WVABCA 
Share Back-to-School 
Resources to Prevent 
Underage Drinking 
and Substance Use

CHARLESTON, W.Va. – The West Virginia 
Department of Human Resources’ Bureau for 
Behavioral Health (BBH) and the West Virginia 
Alcohol Beverage Control Administration 
(WVABCA) are partnering to help students 
succeed this back-to-school season with 
prevention programming and messages about 
alcohol and substance use.

BBH leads a statewide substance use prevention 
network that works with schools and communities 
to implement effective prevention strategies 
with funding from the federal Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health Services Administration 
(SAMHSA). Evidence-based programs (EBPs) 
build students’ resilience and encourage healthy 
alternatives to underage drinking and substance 
use, including Too Good for Drugs, Keep a Clear 
Mind, Botvin LifeSkills, and Positive Action. 
More than 90 schools also receive tiered support 
through BBH-funded Expanded School Mental 
Health grants or West Virginia Department of 
Education SAMHSA-funded Project AWARE 
grants.  

“BBH aims to build protective factors like 
positive role models and a safe culture so that it 
is easier for all students to make good choices,” 
said Dawn Frohna, BBH Commissioner. “We 
appreciate our partners including WVABCA that 
have joined us in our mission to help students 
thrive in their homes, schools, and communities.”

WVABCA’s Fall Safety Plan for Students 
starts in September with the 11th annual NO 
School Spirits PSA contest. WVABCA will also 
be traveling the state visiting high schools to 
deliver its premier DUI Simulator Program. For 
more information, visit https://abca.wv.gov/ or 
WVABCA’s Facebook page.

“With initiatives such as our PSA contest, 
students take part in prevention messaging to 
address the harms that can result from underage 
alcohol use,” said WVABCA Commissioner Fred 
Wooton. “WVABCA is committed to working 
with DHHR’s Bureau for Behavioral Health, the 
Governor’s Highway Safety Program, and other 
groups to deliver programs and services to protect 
our youth as a new school year gets underway.” 

WVABCA will also hold its 3rd annual Alcohol 
Prevention, Enforcement, Education and Policy 
conference October 11-12, 2023, at Canaan 
Valley Resort on alcohol and substance use topics 
for law enforcement, educators, community 
health specialists, prevention coordinators, and 
other stakeholders. Held in conjunction with 
Community Connections, Inc., and with funding 
from the National Alcohol Beverage Control 
Association, the multidisciplinary conference 
includes a prevention track facilitated by BBH 
staff, as well as law enforcement and media 
communication tracks.

Anyone interested in implementing effective 
prevention programming may find West Virginia’s 
substance use prevention contacts and guidance 
at https://helpandhopewv.org/prevention-works.
html. A new BBH Clearinghouse also provides a 
database of prevention, treatment, and recovery 
EBPs researched by state experts.

BBH funds several helplines through SAMHSA 
funding, operated by First Choice Services, to 
assist West Virginians in need of behavioral 
health support. The 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline 
and 844-HELP4WV (844-435-7498), which 
includes the Children’s Crisis and Referral Line, 
are available 24/7 with call, chat, and text options.  

In addition to state resources, SAMHSA’s “Talk. 
They Hear You.”® campaign helps parents and 
caregivers, educators, and community members 
get informed, be prepared, and take action to 
prevent underage drinking and other substance 
use.  

For additional information and substance use 
resources for children and adults, visit dhhr.
wv.gov/bbh. To view and apply for careers in the 
behavioral health field, visit dhhr.wv.gov/Pages/
Career-Opportunities.aspx.

Champion Sized Cabbages in Local Market


