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The Shinnston News & Harrison County Journal
has named Chad Edwards as Citizen of the Month, a
recognition sponsored by Dorsey Funeral Home in
Shinnston — locally owned and operated.

West Virginia Municipal League Honoree
Chad Edwards Named Citizen of the Month

Official picture of City Manager Edwards

By Stephen Smoot

“It was a very big
honor,” said Chad Ed-
wards, Shinnston City
Manager of the award
conferred to him last

week by the West
Virginia Municipal
League.

Edwards received the
Tom Oxley Heart of

the Community Award.
The League named the
award for a longtime
member and past presi-
dent of both the West
Virginia Municipal
League and the West
Virginia City Manag-
ers’ Association. Oxley
served many years as
both a city councilman

and city manager for
Oak Hill.

The award also car-
ried personal mean-
ing for Edwards, due
to the fact that Oxley’s
leadership in those or-
ganizations always ex-
tended to helping those
who were new to the
organizations.  Oxley
took time to give the
benefit of his experi-
ence to those trying
to acquire knowledge,
skills, and information
to do the job.

Oxley, unfortunately,
passed in May of this
year. Edwards said “he
was a really nice guy,”
then showed that he
followed his example,
saying “I do everything
I can to make people
feel comfortable.”

Of the League, Ed-
wards shared that “I
think it is a wonderful
institution. It serves to
help cities of all sizes
from a city of 300 to a
city of 48,000 by pro-
viding networking op-

See “Edwards” on Pg 6

West Virginia Department of Tourism
releases 2023 Fall Foliage Projection
Map on August 23, 2023

Recent rainfall in the nation’s third most forested
state could be a precursor to stunning fall color

Chelsea Ruby Secretary of the West Virginia Department

of Tourism.

CHARLESTON,
W.Va. — In anticipa-
tion of the quickly-ap-
proaching autumn sea-
son, the West Virginia
Department of Tourism
has released its annual
fall foliage projection
map. The map, prepared
in partnership with the
West Virginia Division
of Forestry, estimates
when fall color is ex-
pected to begin appear-
ing across the Mountain
State in an effort to help
travelers plan their fall

W.Va. Natural Gas Production Rises,
Revenues Grow 1n 2022

GO-WYV releases latest “Gas Facts” edition during summer meeting,
highlighting long-term durability, critical role of W.Va.’s natural gas

CHARLESTON, W.Va,,
August 17, 2023 — Natural gas
production, tax revenue and jobs
tied to the state’s natural gas and
oil sector all increased over the
last year, according to the Gas
and Oil Association of West
Virginia’s (GO-WYV) annual Gas
Facts report released in August.
Presented to members at the 2023
Summer Meeting this week, Gas
Facts confirms West Virginia
remains  America’s fourth
largest natural gas producer and
contributes approximately 10%
to the nation’s total natural gas
supply.

“Natural gas and oil aren’t
going anywhere, and record
attendance at this year’s meeting
demonstrates interest, investment
and engagement among our
organization is stronger than
ever before” newly elected GO-
WV President Jeff Isner said.
“We had guest speakers spanning
all levels of government and
industry leaders from across the
nation come to West Virginia
to discuss the opportunities
specifically found here. I
look forward to leading this
organization as President for the
2023-2024 term, helping ensure
policymakers, West Virginians
and all Americans understand
this modern industry is capable

and oil sector

and ready to lead the future of
our country.”

According to Gas Facts, West
Virginia natural gas production
increased 6% to 2.8 trillion
cubic feet in 2022. Combined
severance tax revenue from
natural gas, oil and natural gas
liquids also contributed 70%
(nearly $714 million) of the over
$1 billion allocated to the State
General Revenue Fund for fiscal
year-end June 30, 2023. Property
taxes, which topped $184
million, are directed to counties
to be distributed for social
programs and school districts
for essentials like computer
labs, enhanced internet access,
building upgrades and more.

In total, the sector employs
more than 17,000 direct jobs
in the state. Indirect jobs in
West Virginia are over 73,000,
according to a study by
PriceWaterhouseCoopers,  and
contribute nearly $13 billion to
the state’s economy.

“The facts are clear: our
industry is driving economic
prosperity in West Virginia,”
said Charlie Burd, GO-WV
Executive Director. “We all see
the investments coming here
that are fueled by our energy
resources and, in addition to

the philanthropic and financial
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support individual GO-
WV members provide local
communities, our industry is
injecting crucial investment and
creating jobs in the areas where
we work.”

Keynote speakers in attendance
at the Summer Meeting
included U.S. Senator Joe
Manchin, Governor Jim Justice,
Congresswoman Carol Miller,
Charlotte Lane, Chair of the
WYV Public Service Commission
and Chris Guith, Senior Vice
President at the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce. U.S. Senator Shelley
Moore Capito provide virtual
remarks to members.

At the state level, Senate
President Craig Blair, Senator
Eric Tarr and House Delegates
Vernon Criss and Clay Riley
participated in a roundtable
focused legislative updates.

Highlights from the 2023 Gas
Facts Include:

Produced 2.8 trillion cubic feet
(TCF) of natural gas (+6%)

Contributed $714 million in
severance taxes (+37%)

Paid $184 million in property
taxes (+102%)

Employs 17,572 direct WV
jobs

Produced 15 million barrels of
oil

=9 Exclusive

health content
sent straight to
your inbox.

getaways. Recent rain-
fall could lead to the
most stunning fall the
state has experienced in
decades.

Beginning mid-Sep-
tember, the Department
of Tourism will start
releasing weekly fall
foliage updates which
will include real-time
color reports, as well as
roadtrips with suggested
stops and hikes that will

guide travelers through
the state’s prime leaf-
viewing opportunities.

“We still have several
good weeks left in sum-
mer, but it’s never too
early to start planning
an autumn trip to expe-
rience West Virginia’s
stunning fall foliage,”
said West Virginia Tour-
ism Secretary Chelsea
Ruby. I can’t wait for
our rolling hills to come
alive with vibrant hues
of red, orange and yel-
low. There’s no better
place to experience the
fall than right here in
Almost Heaven.”

In addition to the fall
foliage map, the De-
partment of Tourism
will also offer a live
leaf tracker which will
be updated in real-time
as the season begins to
shift to give travelers an
inside look at fall color
around the state. The
tracker features photos
from social media us-
ing #AlmostHeaven and

See “Foliage” on Pg 6
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By JIM HUNT

Old Friends

Did you ever receive a call from an old friend or
work colleague that you hadn’t heard from or seen
in years? And when that happened, did you wonder
how the stars lined up for this person to reach out to
you. Did they say that they were cleaning out their
desk and your business card fell out and landed on
the floor and it reminded them of a relationship or
friendship from years ago? It might have been that
they heard an old song or watched a movie, and
they remembered that time at work when you came
dressed like Annie Hall or had your hair fixed like
Art Garfunkel. This has happened to me on several
occasions, and it has never failed to put a smile on
my face or give me a feeling of nostalgia.

As I pondered how this came about, I thought,
“What if I intentionally reached out to people and
checked in?” For the past several years, I have kept
a list in my notebook of people I want to reach out
to. I add to it and sometimes make the calls when
I’'m by myself, driving to the airport or in a hotel
on business. When I connect with someone, I find
that, often, they are in a down time in their life. A
spouse has passed on or a favorite pet is in its last
days. Sometimes it is a personal illness or a job
change. During these calls, they will ask me why I
decided to reach out to them, and I tell them I was

just thinking about them.

We fail to realize how lonely it can become
when you are going through a rough patch or just
wanting to put your problems aside and relive an
old high school basketball game or a concert. With
social media, we seem to be connected to hundreds
of “friends” but a “thumbs up” or a “heart” emoji,
can hardly replace the voice from an old friend.
And some of the loneliest people are good at

See “Hunt” on Pg 3
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Nature Care: Leave
Young Wildlife Alone

With abundant wildlife, it’s not uncommon
for people to cross paths with a wild animal
in West Virginia, especially during the
spring and summer months. While the sight
of wildlife can certainly be exciting, the
WVDNR wants to remind people that picking
up, touching or even getting close to wildlife
can harm the animal.

“When you touch or approach young
animals, you leave behind scent that predators
may key in on, which brings risk to that young
animal,” said Vinnie Johnson, a wildlife
biologist for the WVDNR. “Watching these
young animals can be an enjoyable pastime,
but WVDNR recommends this be done from
a distance with the use of binoculars.”

The handling of wildlife also can increase
the risk of transmitting rabies, roundworms
or other parasites, such as ticks, to the person
handling the animal. Rabies is a viral disease
that, when left untreated, is almost always
fatal to humans. Rabies can be found in
mammals such as raccoons, foxes and skunks.
These animals are commonly found during
the spring in West Virginia and if illegally
possessed by humans can increase the risk of
being exposed to rabies.

“Another danger of handling young wildlife
is exposing yourself to Lyme disease,”
said Johnson. “Lyme disease is caused by
the bite of a black-legged deer tick, which
carries the disease. When handling wildlife,
the likelihood of encountering the tick is
extremely high, so be careful.”

What Young Wildlife That Looks
Abandoned?

WVDNR district offices receive numerous
calls regarding young wildlife, especially
fawns, rabbits and birds. An adult doe will
leave its fawn hidden for many hours while
it searches for food and the fawn remains
still while the mother is away. Fawns have a
unique color pattern and have little to no scent
which allows them to remain undetected by
predators. If a predator nears a fawn, it will
remain still until the last moment possible
when it will flee to safety. People sometime
view this behavior and lack of parental care
as abandonment but that is far from the case.

Young birds are often picked up because
people assume they fell out of the nest, and
at times, this can be the case. If the bird is
pink and featherless and the nest is easy to
reach, the nestling can be put back into the
nest. Most of the time, though, the bird is
fledging. This is when a young bird has
intentionally left the nest to learn how to feed
and fly. These young birds are feathered but
look poor and they hop or make short flights.
Because of this behavior people assume they
fell out of the nest.

Not only are humans poor substitutes
for wildlife parents, but it is also illegal to
possess wildlife without a permit. Fines for
the unlawful possession of a bear cub, fawn,
squirrel, bird or any other animal ranges from
$20 up to $300 and/or 10 to 100 days in jail.

“We want people to enjoy the wildlife that
West Virginia has to offer,” said John.
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West Virginia History

Charleston WV — The following events
happened on these dates in West Virginia
history. To read more, go to e-WV: The
West Virginia Encyclopedia at www.
wvencyclopedia.org.

Aug. 31, 1945: The USS West Virginia
led American battleships into Tokyo Bay
two days before the formal surrender of
Japan on September 2, 1945.

Sept. 1, 1777: Fort Henry, located at what
is now Wheeling, was attacked by Indians
for the first time during the Revolutionary
War. Nearly half the militia were lured
outside the post and killed.

Sept. 1, 1907: Walter Phillips Reuther
was born to German immigrant parents in
Wheeling. Reuther was a founder of the
modern labor movement and a long-time
president of the United Auto Workers.

Sept. 1, 1921: By this date during the
Battle of Blair Mountain, miners had
captured half of the 25-mile mountain ridge
and were ready to descend upon Logan.
President Warren Harding placed the strike
zone under martial law, and ordered federal
troops and a squadron of bomber aircraft
into the state.

Sept. 2, 1722: Frontiersman William
Crawford was born in present Jefferson
County. He was a farmer, soldier, surveyor,
and the land agent of George Washington.

FIND THE SUPER CROSSWORD ANSWERS ON PAGE 6!

Sept. 3, 1890: West Virginia Wesleyan
College opened in Buckhannon as the West
Virginia Conference Seminary. In that
first year, 201 men and women undertook
a largely preparatory school curriculum.
Gradually the school added college-level
studies and awarded its first five degrees
in 1905.

Sept. 3, 1966: President Lyndon B.
Johnson dedicated the Summersville Dam
and Lake. Summersville Lake (now State
Park), located on the Gauley River in
Nicholas County, is West Virginia’s largest
lake, with 2,790 surface acres at summer
pool stage and 60 miles of shoreline.

Sept. 4, 1862: General Albert G. Jenkins
and his men crossed the Ohio River and
became the first to raise the Confederate
flag on Ohio soil.

Sept. 5, 1861: Sutton was occupied by
5,000 Union troops. Later in 1861, General
Rosecrans bivouacked 10,000 Union troops
there, including a future president, William
McKinley.

Sept. 6, 1875: Members of the notorious
James Gang robbed the Bank of Huntington
and got away on horseback. The robbery
spawned a host of legends, including stories
about outlaw Frank James — brother of Jesse
James — hiding out in Wayne County.

Sept. 6, 1980: The new Mountaineer Field
opened in Morgantown with a 41-27 win
over Cincinnati. It was the first game for
new coach Don Nehlen, who would become
the most successful coach in West Virginia
University history.
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FROM AROUND HARRISON COUNTY
The Shinnston News provides a calendar
of events free of charge to churches and
nonprofit organizations. Please submit your
listing two weeks prior to the event. Send via
email to newsandjournal@yahoo.com

WV Secretary of State Mac Warner
is pleased to join the Harrison County
Chamber of Commerce in hosting an open
house and ribbon cutting for our new
regional offices in downtown Clarksburg.
The event will take place on Friday,
September Ist.

The WV Secretary of State’s new
regional office is located on the 3rd floor of
the WV State Office Building at 153 West
Main Street in downtown Clarksburg.

An open house to talk with Secretary
Warner, to meet our staff, and to enjoy
some coffee and refreshments will be held
from 10:00 am until 11:30 am

Lincoln High School is having its
homecoming tailgate at LHS Field
September 22, 5:30 to kickoff

The Gary C. Martin Memorial Bike Ride
will take place Sept 9 at 10 AM. Cyclists
will start from Prickett’s Fort State Park

The Lumberport Fire Department will
hold its four man golf scramble on Sept
9 at Bel Meadows. Registration and lunch
begin at 11:30 AM. Tee time is 1 PM

Baked steak dinner, dine in or take out, to
be held Sunday September 10 from 11:30
- 3:00 or sold out at St. Ann’s Catholic
Church, 310 Pike St., Shinnston. $12-adult.
$5-child. Menu: steak, mashed potatoes
with gravy, green beans, apple sauce, bread
& dessert. Beverage for dine in.
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creating a false veneer on social media to cover
pain or sorrow in their lives. I never pry and
sometimes the call is just a quick catch up from
our last meeting or a twenty-minute discussion of
a memory from the past. But occasionally they
will share something, and you get the feeling that
they just want a listening ear.

Khalif Gibran was quoted, “Friendship
is always a sweet responsibility, never an
opportunity” and I believe he captured how we
should approach friendship. Are we only friends
when there is something to gain, or do we adhere
to an unspoken pledge to be there in times of joy
and need. I have stood by the casket of a friend’s

mother, and although we haven’t seen or spoken
to each other in many years, we are transported
back to the playground and the tears of sorrow
are replaced by memories of a time when we were
shooting baskets and for a moment, the sorrow
lifted.

Simon and Garfunkel wrote a song in 1968, that
I listened to in college and never truly connected
with until a couple years ago. It is titled “Old
Friends” and the lyrics include these words,
“Can you imagine us years from today. Sharing
a park bench quietly? How terribly strange to be
seventy.” When I turned 70 in 2021, I wondered
how they knew.

Beautiful Small Town Values Seen In
Weekly Spanish Masses, Good Books,
and Treasured Friends

GRAPEVINE

By Rosalyn Queen

While I should be busy getting ready for all the
activities coming up this weekend, I just had to
chisel out a few hours to read a book. Of course, it
had to be by my favorite author, Danielle Steel. 1
was at a meeting at the Clarksburg Library and my
good friend, Julia Todd found this book and it was
in large print. The title of the book was Without A
Trace. I finished it in an afternoon of reading. The
book kind of reminded me of how I may have felt
several times in my life. I will not go into detail
about the story but I do recommend you reading it.
A beautiful story that will remind us of our lives at
one point or another.

My friend, Jeannie McNabb sent me Prince
Harry’s book, Spare. 1 hope to read it soon and
will report it back to you.

This Sunday the Immaculate Conception Church
bulletin reported that starting this week a Spanish
mass will be held in the church every week at 9:15.
We had been holding a monthly mass but demand
reflected that we hold it weekly. We have been
assigned two Spanish nuns and our priest, Father
Paul will conduct the mass. There is really a large
Spanish population in our area and I am so happy
our church is furnishing them their need. For more
information call the church office.

While growing up in East View, I enjoyed the
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friendship of the Cutlip family. Betty was my age
and we went through school together. She had
a brother Homer who went to,school with Fray
Queen. Recently I was able to reconnect with
Betty through her daughter who was employed at
the F O P. I have been enjoying their company at
the Farmers Market where they have a booth. This
week I came home with a jar of jalapefio jelly. It
was so delicious. I got some Ritz crackers, spread
some cream cheese on them and added a little jelly.
What a wonderful treat. I hope you will visit the
market this Saturday and get you a jar of jelly.

My son, Michael met up with the owner of
Rollins Market and he happened to tell him how
much I enjoy their Italian sausage. They have
a great selection of peppers for canning and a
little cheaper than other places. While talking he
happened to tell Michael about this device he had.
It is a pepper corer. It has a device for bell peppers
and one for banana peppers. Will plan on using it
when I can my peppers. By the way it will soon be
mushroom time.

I want to compliment the WVIHF committee. I
feel the festival is coming back. I especially want to
congratulate the three children of Annie and Louie
Pishner. Stephan, Diane and Anna have continued
to support the festival. Their parents would be so
proud of them.

Just a reminder that the word is that we are
going to have a bad flu season. Please check with
your doctor about the flu shot. Let’s take care of
ourselves and each other.

Get ready for fall, stay safe, look out for the
school kids and until next week “Now You Have
Heard It Through The Grapevine.”
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A Trio of County Winners On the Gridiron

The Bottom Line

By Bill Nestor
Sports Editor

The opening week of high school football
brought wins for a trio of county teams. Lincoln,
Bridgeport, and Liberty all claimed victories
under the Friday night lights. One game is in the
books, and with nine tilts remaining, let’s take a
look back at last week’s action.

Lincoln proved that all of the preseason hype
surrounding the Cougars was indeed warranted.
Fans in Shinnston wanted a quick start in the
home opener and veteran mentor Rob Hawkins
and his squad gave the faithful exactly what they
were asking for with an epic first quarter. Lincoln
was on pace to score 140 points after throwing
35 big ones on the scoreboard in the first period.
They would settle for a 54-0 shutout over Braxton
County that Cougar Nation hopes will set the
table for a great season.

Quarterback A. J. Bart was near perfect on
the night, going six for seven with a pair of
touchdowns. Bart’s first scoring toss to Maddox
Perine from 18 yards out put the home team on
the scoreboard and it would set the tone for the
evening. Aiden Rice found pay dirt from one yard
out for Lincoln’s second score. Bart connected
with Nate Swiger on a 12 yard pass play that
scored six points and the rout was on.

The defense contributed to the scoring barrage
when Brayden Edgell intercepted a pass and
took it 28 yards to the end zone. Swiger then

intercepted a throw and raced 24 yards for a score
and the Cougars put this lock up away early.

Rice blocked a second quarter punt, picked up
the ball, and strolled five yards for his second
score of the affair. Edgell recorded his second
pick six before halftime to make it 48-0. David
Burdette scored the lone touchdown in the third
period on a seven yard rush to end the scoring.

Bridgeport jumped out to a 41-0 halftime lead
over Buckhannon-Upshur. The Indians utilized
a punishing ground game and were led by Zach
Rohrig. Rohrig picked up 185 yards on just nine
carries while scoring three times in the first half.
His touchdowns all came on big plays finding
the end zone on rushes of 83, 16, and 60 yards
respectively.

Signal caller Jack Spatafore scored on a 49
yard run, showing his dual threat capabilities.
Josh Love was the second Tribe running back to
hit the century mark with 115 yards on a mere
two carries. Love scored on runs of 60 and 73
yards in the second stanza and the third period,
respectively. Alex Moses added the exclamation
point with a 63 yard rush in the fourth quarter.

Liberty upended Elkins 22-6. Running back
Quinton Hilliard scored the only first quarter
touchdown on a one yard plunge. Signal caller
Brock Benedum found the end zone on a five
yard run to push the Mountaineer lead to 14-0 at
the break. Bendum would score the last Liberty
touchdown in the third period and would add the
two point conversion for good measure to put the
game on ice.

The Mountaineer defense forced three turnovers
and allowed just two passing yards on the night.

Harrison County EMS

HARRISON COUNTY
AY
EMERGENCY SQUAD

Athletes of the Week

1t 5 that time once again to acknowledge the efforts
of Harrison Countys student-athletes. Each week we
review the performances of the athletes from the six
schools (Bridgeport, Liberty, Lincoln, Notre Dame,
Robert C. Byrd, and South Harrison) in our county.

The Shinnston News & Harrison County Journal s
Athlete of the Week award is an avenue to promote
the youth of our county while bringing attention to
their athletic accomplishments.

This week’s Athletes of the Week is focused on
Lincoln’s Eryn Ashcraft and Bridgeport’s Zach
Rohrig.

Cougar soccer player Eryn Ashcraft helped her
team to a huge win over Big 10 foe Liberty last
Tuesday. In Lincoln’s first win of the campaign,
Ashcraft delivered a hat trick, netting three goals in
the affair.

Indian football standout Zach Rohrig led his team
to a season opening victory over Buckhannon-
Upshur last Friday. Rohrig rushed for a game
high 185 yards on nine carries while scoring three
touchdowns. His scores came on carries of 83, 16,
and 60 yards.

Congratulations to Lincoln’s Eryn Ashcraft and
Bridgeport’s Zach Rohrig for shining bright in
the Shinnston News & Harrison County Journal’s
Athletes of the Week.

1988 WVIAC Football
Championship Team to be
Recognized at Homecoming

FAIRMONT, W.Va. -- The Fairmont State
Athletics Department will be celebrating the 1988
Fairmont State Football WVIAC Championship
team at the 2023 homecoming football game on
Saturday, Sept. 30. The team captured the 1988
conference title 35 years ago.

Members of the 1988 WVIAC Championship
team can RSVP at this link to participate in the
tailgate. The tailgate will be from 11 a.m. to 1:30
p.m. on September 30 prior to the homecoming
game and will be located at the pavilion next to the
tennis courts.

Additionally, Gordon Moon, a player on the 1988
championship team, was selected to the Fairmont
State Athletics Hall of Fame earlier this month.
Moon will be enshrined into the Hall of Fame on
Friday, September 29 beginning with the social
hour at 5 p.m. and the dinner at 6 p.m. Tickets for
the Hall of Fame dinner can be purchased here.

The Falcons posted a record of 5-0-2 in 1988 and
finished the season with a 7-2-2 overall record and
qualified for the NAIA Playoffs for the first time
since 1981. Fairmont State finished the ‘88 season
ranked No. 10 in the final NAIA national poll.

Glenville State’s Bolen
Announces Signing of AB
Transfer Rye Gadd

By: GSU Sports Information

GLENVILLE, W.Va. — Glenville State Men’s
Basketball Head Coach Bob Bolen has announced
the signing of Alderson Broaddus transfer Rye
Gadd.

Gadd is a 6-2 Guard of Cowen, W.Va., playing
high school basketball at Webster County High
School. He is a sophomore and will have three
years of eligibility remaining.

He spent one year at AB, seeing action in 19
games and averaging 2.9 PPG and 1.7 RPG while
shooting 30% from the field as a true freshman.

Gadd had season-highs of 33 minutes and 14
points against West Virginia Wesleyan in early
December. He scored 11 points in 33 minutes
against Salem just a week later.

He scored 1,636 points while in high school
and averaged 28 PPG during his senior campaign.
Gadd also led the Highlanders to a state tournament
appearance and holds the single-game scoring
record at WCHS.

Bocce League and Tourney Winners

The Spring Bocce League of
2023 at the Shinnston Ferguson
Memorial Park has ended. The
winning team of Lou Belcastro,
Jeff Swiger, and subs used (due
to two members quitting early)
did it. Joe Skelley was the main
substitute.

In second place was the
foursome of Rudy Durci, Sean
Gaskins, Dave Greaver, and Gary

Pastorial. Placing third was the
team of Tina Felosa, John Kendall,
and Andrea and Joe Skelley.

The annual Italian Heritage
Bocce Tournament was held on
Saturday, August 19. Repeating
as champions was the team of
Mary Jo Bastin, John and Vinny
DeMarco, plus Christy Hittel.

Second place finishers were the
squad of Lou Belcastro, Lou De

Rio, Ryand Hamrick, and Willard
West.

On Saturday, September 9, we
will have the annual two-man
tourney beginning at 9 AM. The
fee is $40 per team. The one-on-
one contest will be played on
Saturday, September 30. Fee is
$15 per person. Top two receive
cash. The 2024 Spring League will
begin in mid-April.

Kellogg Announces Signing of Holzer

By Chris Coombs

MORGANTOWN, W.Va. (August 23, 2023) — West
Virginia University women’s basketball head coach
Mark Kellogg has announced the addition of Ainhoa
Holzer to a grant-in-aid for the 2023-24 academic year.

“Ainhoa is a skilled point guard that has nice vision,
a high IQ and can score at different levels,” Kellogg
said. “We needed to add more ball handling and depth
to the roster.

“She has valuable international experience playing
with the Switzerland National Team and the Swiss
Basketball League. We are excited to welcome Ainhoa
to Almost Heaven and know that our fans will enjoy
watching her compete.”

The 5-foot-9 guard comes to Morgantown with
four years of eligibility after redshirting last season at
Purdue.

Holzer holds extensive European experience at the
junior and national levels in Switzerland. The native
of Martingy, Switzerland was named the 2022 Swiss
Basketball League (SBL) Sixth Woman of the Year
and Most Improved Player. She appeared in 22 games
for the BBC Troistorrents, averaging 6.7 points and 2.5
assists per game.

She was named to the Swiss National Team in 2021-
22 ahead of Women’s EuroBasket 2023 qualifiers.

‘While representing Switzerland at the U16 European

Championships in 2018, she competed in eight games
with 3.8 points, 3.6 rebounds, 1.5 assists and 1.0 steals
per game.

Holzer was later called up for the U18 European
Championships in 2019 and the U20 Swiss National
Team in 2021 for the European Challengers. She then
played the 2020-21 and 2021-22 seasons for BBC Les
Portes du Soleil Troistorrents in the SBL. She averaged
5.1 points, 2.4 assists per game during her prep career
in the SBL.

During her 2021-22 season, she guided her team to
a third-place finish in the SBL regular season and an
appearance in the Patrick Bauman Cup. For her efforts,
she was named the 2021 Rising Star of the Year.

She Played in 24 games for Troistorrents in 2020-21
with 4.8 points, 2.5 assists and 1.5 rebounds per game
helping the team reach the semifinals of the league’s
championship.

Holzer also played at Christ the King in Middle
Village, Queens, New York, in 2019 where she was
named an All-Star by The Tablet, CHSAA Rookie
of the Year, NYC Rookie First Team and a Second
Team CHSAA AA All-Star after averaging 12 points
and seven assists per game. She led the Royals to a
26-4 record, the GCHSAA NY State Championship,
the New York City Championship, the Catholic
AAA League title and the New York Federation AA
championship.

Mountaineers Set to
Compete at the 2023 World

Athletics Championship

By Elizabeth Stash

MORGANTOWN, W.Va. — Redshirt-senior
Ceili McCabe and alum Amy Cashin of the West
Virginia University track and field team are set
to compete in the 3000-meter steeplechase at
the 2023 World Athletics Championships in
Budapest, Hungary, from August 23-27.

“We are very proud of these young women,
competing at the World Championships puts them
into a very prestigious group,” Mountaineers
coach Sean Cleary said. “It is a tribute to the
running community in Morgantown that we have
two athletes living, competing for and working
with WVU.”

This marks the second trip to the World Athletics
Championships for McCabe and Cashin. The duo
competed in the 2022 competition in Eugene,
Oregon.

“The World Championship is on par with the
Olympic Games, and we are very excited for
Ceili and Amy,” Cleary added.

McCabe is one of 29 athletes selected to
represent Canada in Budapest, and one of two
Canadians running in the women’s 3000-meter
steeplechase. McCabe posted a season best of
9:25.98 at the Bell Canadian Track and Field
Championship and is ranked 33rd globally in
the 3000-meter steeplechase. McCabe will be
competing in the second heat of the 3000-meter
steeplechase.

Additionally, Cashin is one of 37 athletes
selected to represent Australia, and one of three
Australians competing in the women’s 3000-meter
steeplechase. Cashin boasts a personal best of
9:21.46 and is ranked 35th in the world. Cashin
will compete in the third heat of the 3000-meter
steeplechase.

The heats for the women’s 3000-meter
steeplechase will take place on August 23, at 1:45
p-m. ET with the championship being held on
August 27 at 3:05 p.m. ET. In the United States,
the World Athletics Championships can be viewed
on USA Network.

Men’s & Women’s
Swimming Adds Ben
Esposito To Coaching Staff

BUCKHANNON, W.Va. — The West Virginia
Wesleyan Men’s & Women’s Swimming program
has announced the hiring of Benjamin Esposito as
an assistant coach.

The Greensboro, N.C. native was an All-
Conference swimmer at Grimsley High School
and multiple-time finalist during his career at
WVWC. He was also apart of the 2019 Conference
Championship team.

Esposito graduated from WVWC in 2023 with
a Bachelor’s in Sports Business. He is currently
working on getting his MBA here at Wesleyan.
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Welcome to a new edition of your
Harrison Economic Development
Corporation newsletter, designed
to keep you connected, informed,
and engaged with all the exciting
happenings within our vibrant
community. Whether you’re a long-
standing member or a recent addition,
we warmly welcome you all!

Here’s a glimpse of what’s in store:

HEDC WINS BIG:
The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency recently visited our

community to announce the recent
$500,000 Brownfields Community-
Wide Assessment Grant award
for HEDC. The federal grant will
provide funding for HEDC and its
partners to assess commercial and
industrial properties in target areas
with environmental contaminants
and potential redevelopment or reuse
opportunities.

Empowering Our Community
Through Engagement:

At HEDC, community engagement
is at the heart of our economic
development endeavors. Executive
Director, Amy Haberbosch, has
been a prominent voice in various

organizations countywide in the past
month. Her insightful talks have shed
light on HEDC’s identity, objectives,
and the latest advancements in
our ongoing projects within the
community. This  engagement
underscores our commitment to
transparency and  collaboration,
fostering a shared vision for
sustainable progress.

Strengthening Bonds for
Collective Prosperity:

In a remarkable collaboration
with the Harrison County Chamber
of Commerce, HEDC organized a
special afternoon event that brought
together newly elected officials from
Harrison County. This occasion
facilitated invaluable networking
opportunities and reinforced the spirit
of unity among key decision-makers.
By fostering these connections,
HEDC continues to play a pivotal
role in harmonizing efforts for the
collective prosperity of our region.

Stay tuned for more updates
as HEDC remains steadfast in
transforming challenges into
opportunities and empowering our
community for a brighter tomorrow.

DHHR Reminds Residents of
Resources for Foster Care Families

The West Virginia Department of Health
and Human Resources (DHHR) reminds
residents of support available for caregiv-
ers of children in foster care. Through pro-
grams administered by DHHR’s Bureau
for Family Assistance, foster families may
be eligible to receive help meeting nutri-
tional needs, child care, school clothing,
and more.

“Foster care families provide criti-
cal support to West Virginia children and
youth, and these resources can help them
address potential financial concerns so that
they can continue their important work,”
said Janie Cole, Commissioner of DHHR’s
Bureau for Family Assistance.

The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP) provides monthly ben-
efits to qualifying families that can be used
for the purchase of food. Cash benefits are
available for qualifying caretaker relatives
through WV WORKS, West Virginia’s
Temporary Assistance for Needy Fami-
lies (TANF) program, which also provides
supportive services to help with the cost of
caring for a child. Applications for SNAP
and WV WORKS can be made at wvpath.
wv.gov or at a DHHR county office.

Foster families in which both parents are
engaged in work or education may qualify
for assistance with child care costs. Assis-
tance is available for foster families with
assets of less than $1 million. Foster fami-
lies are encouraged to contact their local
Child Care Resource & Referral Agency
to apply and for help with locating a high
quality child care provider.

West Virginia is one of only three states
nationwide that provides a School Cloth-

ing Allowance for qualifying families, in-
cluding foster families. This annual benefit
of $200 per eligible child is automatically
provided to the parents or guardians of
children in foster care and families with
children receiving benefits under the WV
WORKS program, as well as to families
with school aged children receiving SNAP
that qualify by income.

Foster families may find additional
support through Family Support Centers,
which are funded by DHHR’s Bureau for
Family Assistance. Services at each center
vary, but typically include support groups,
play groups for children, parenting educa-
tion classes, respite services, and more.
Family Support Centers also can help with
nutritional and hygiene needs.

Foster and kinship families can also uti-
lize Mission WV for assistance with legal
and financial resources, kinship naviga-
tors, and clothing assistance.

In addition to financial resources,
DHHR’s Bureau for Family Assistance
coordinates with DHHR’s Bureau for Pub-
lic Health - Office of Maternal, Child, and
Family Health and Bureau for Medical
Services (WV Medicaid) to ensure high-
quality comprehensive healthcare for chil-
dren in foster care. Mental and behavioral
health support for West Virginia children is
also available.

Many of these resources are highlighted
in a recent survey of foster caregivers.

Those interested in foster care op-
portunities can contact Mission WV at
866-CALL-MWYV. To view and apply
for DHHR career opportunities, visit dhhr.
wv.gov/Pages/Career-Opportunities.aspx.

Dr. Samuel Martino Joins Wilson
Martino Dental and the Smile
Defenders!

Dr. Robert Martino, CEO of Wilson
Martino Dental is proud to introduce
Dr. Samuel Martino, who joins our
Bridgeport location as well as our
Nutter Fort Smile Defender office.

Dr.Martinocompletedhisundergrad
work at WVU and is a graduate of
the West Virginia University School
of Dentistry. Having grown up in
Clarksburg, WV; he notes that “I am
excited to return to the area and take
care of the community I grew up in.
Since I was younger, I watched my
brothers and uncle transform people’s
lives through oral health care and
now getting to do the same is a very
rewarding experience. I look forward
to integrating my passion for dentistry
with my love of technology by
utilizing 3D printing and scanning to
streamline the patient care experience
throughout West Virginia.”

According to Dr. Martino, “I am

proud to have Dr. Sam Martino on
our team; he truly cares about his
patients’ comfort and oral health and
works hard to develop meaningful
relationships with each patient in his
care. He will treat your family, like
his family.”

Outside of dentistry, Dr. S.
Martino, enjoys a variety of
activities. Currently, he is mastering
new languages including Spanish and
Italian while also learning to cook.
He also enjoys art projects such as
pottery, drawing and painting; loves
spending time with his family and
working out and is a huge Marvel and
Star Wars fan.

Dr. Samuel Martino is currently
welcoming New Patients at both of
his practice locations, to reserve your
appointment with him, please call
1-87-Smile-Wide or 304-305-HERO.

Attorney General Morrisey Warns
College Students Looking for a Job to
Watch Out for Employment Scams

CHARLESTON — Thousands
of students in the state recently
have returned to college or are
getting their first crack at higher
education and many are set to look
for employment to supplement
their allowances. College is the
first time many young adults are in
charge of their own personal affairs,
which makes them susceptible to
scammers.

West Virginia Attorney General
Patrick Morrisey is urging job

seekers to exercise caution
when looking for employment
opportunities.

“The job hunt can be very
exciting, but don’t take just any job
offer,” Attorney General Morrisey
said. “Don’t fall prey to those
looking to rip you off. Research
the employer, verify the intended
recipient of personally identifiable
information and never give money
up front in hopes of landing a job.”

Students looking for employment
should also be wary of any
unsolicited attempt to gain access
to personal information and never
divulge such information without
verifying the authenticity of the
recipient.

Consumers should  be
particularly cautious of work-at-
home positions. Such opportunities
may promise flexibility and extra

income but result in nothing more
than lost time and money.

Additional tips include:

Use extra caution when looking
at job ads with generic titles such
as administrative assistant or
customer service representative.

Check the business’ legitimate
website or call its verified phone
number to make sure the job
opening is authentic.

Use caution when advertisements
urge candidates to apply
immediately and use phrases such
as “Teleworking OK,” “Immediate

Start” and “No  Experience
Needed.”
Do internet searches for the

position. If the same job posting
appears in several cities, it may be
a scam.

Be very cautious of any job that
asks for personal information or
money. Scammers often use the
guise of running a credit check,
setting up a direct deposit or
training costs.

Those who believe they may have
been the victim of a fraudulent
job posting or wish to report a
suspicious listing can contact the
Attorney  General’s  Consumer
Protection Division at 800-368-
8808.
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portunities, resources, informa-
tion, and advice.” They play a
vital role, he said, because “gov-
ernment changes all the time.”
Even experienced city officials
find vital help from League or
its members.

“When I was in Sistersville,”
Edwards shared, “I relied on
them a lot.”

Edwards has always looked to
serving the community as a way
to work and give back. He start-
ed as a volunteer working with
the Humane Society, saying that
“my other passion is animals.”

He opened his career in city
management for the Tyler Coun-
ty town of Sistersville. The Mid
Ohio Valley city had approxi-
mately 1,400 people during his
tenure there, which lasted from
2015 to 2018. Edwards said “I
learned that most people just
want you to hear what they’re
saying and to care about what
they are saying.”

He shared an anecdote from
his first days in office there. Ed-
wards explained that the city
manager’s office there was at the
top of a staircase. A sign warned
townspeople to not go to the of-

fice without an appointment. A
baby gate even sat at the top of
the stairs to keep people away.
Edwards took the opposite ap-
proach, bringing a screwdriver
to his second day on the job to
remove both the sign and the
gate. One of his predecessors in
the office “was not a listener,”
he said, and “generated a lot of
animosity.”

Like many West Virginians
opening a career, he took a job
out of state for a time to expe-
rience “something different.”
The position in Gordon, Ne-
braska, however, was neither a
good fit for him, nor the town.
He eventually left the position
with a severance package from
the town. Cornhusker country
is rural, but different than the
Mountain State, and both sides
felt more differences than simi-
larities. Edwards said of his
time there, “you learn as much
from bad experiences as good
ones.”

In his return to West Virginia,
he took a part time position with
Sistersville that saw him work-
ing for his former assistant. The
team oriented Edwards put his

former staffer at ease, but soon
heard from a Shinnston City
Council member. He had in-
terviewed for Shinnston at the
same time as Gordon and chose
Gordon. Shinnston’s hire also
did not fit what they needed,
so they offered the post to Ed-
wards and he has been there
ever since.

Edwards explained the limits
of the city manager position,
saying “for democracy to work,
people in my position need to
know their place. Elected offi-
cials run the show. Bureaucrat-
ic rule is just China.” He also
refrains from participating in
local elections to prevent any
conflicts of interest.

Should a new administration
want to put its own management
team in place, Edwards says
“you do what you can to help
the person out who took your
job.”

He also shared his respect
and feelings for the city that he
serves, saying “Shinnston has
been an absolutely wonderful
experience. | love the people. I
love the businesses. It’s just a
wonderful place to live.”

“F oliage ” From pel

can be viewed online at WVtourism.com/fall.

Experts believe West Virginia could be well-
positioned for a memorable fall. “It doesn’t
seem possible, but fall is just around the corner.
As the days get shorter and the temperatures
start to fall our trees will take on a brilliant dis-
play of colors. We are blessed with the wide va-
riety of tree species that change different colors
at different times which allows for an extended
leaf watching season. From the high elevations
of the mountains in late September to the low-
lands of the Ohio Valley in late October there
is a road waiting to be explored and take in this
beautiful time of the year in our wonderful state
we call home,” said Deputy State Forester An-
thony Evans.

“We encourage all of our guests to join in on
the fun and help us showcase our state’s natural
beauty and jaw-dropping fall colors by sharing
photos on social media using #AlmostHeaven,”
said Ruby.

Along with the foliage map and live leaf
tracker, travelers can also explore recommend-
ed places to stay, spectacular hikes, popular
seasonal adventures, special fall festivals and
events all at WVtourism.com/fall. Those look-
ing for an adventure can order or digitally
download the Department of Tourism’s free,
vacation guide to help plan their fall getaway.

To access the latest updates, happenings and
insider tips around fall in Almost Heaven, visit
WVtourism.com/fall.

Capito Secures Resources to Help Prevent Maternal Mortality,
Bolster WVU Research Projects

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — U.S. Senator Shel-
ley Moore Capito (R-W.Va.), a member of the
Senate Appropriations Committee, today an-
nounced funding from the U.S. Departments of
Health and Human Services (HHS) and Agricul-
ture (USDA), as well as the National Science
Foundation (NSF), to support a program to help
curb maternal mortality victims and help fund
a variety of research programs at West Virginia
University (WVU).

HHS FUNDING: Senator Capito, Ranking
Member of the Senate Appropriations Subcom-
mittee on Labor, Health and Human Services,
Education, and Related Agencies (Labor-HHS),
secured funding for the West Virginia Depart-
ment of Health and Human Resources (WV
DHHR) from the Center for Disease Control’s
National Center for Chronic Diseases Preven-
tion and Health Promotion (CDC-NCCDPHP)
program to help reduce pregnancy-related deaths
among mothers by improving data quality on the
issue.

“Programs that support our mothers and young
families are essential to the health and well-be-
ing of our nation. I have introduced legislation to
reduce preventable deaths and to work towards
every mom having a safe and healthy pregnancy
and will continue to put solutions forward that
provide the support they need,” Ranking Mem-
ber Capito said.

WVU RESEARCH FUNDING: Senator Cap-
ito also secured funding from HHS, NSF, and
USDA to support seven research projects at
WVU, including a neurological research proj-
ect, a community health research project, envi-
ronmental research projects, and an astronomy

Wisdom From Poor
Richard’s Almanack

By Benjamin Franklin

“Silence is not always a sign of wisdom but
babbling is ever a mark of folly.”

“A learned blockhead is a greater blockhead
than an ignorant one.”

“It is ill-manners to silence a fool and cruelty
to let him go on.”

research project.

“I am pleased to deliver resources to research-
ers at WVU who are looking at ways to improve
community health and others who are on the
cutting edge of research that has the potential
to help those who have experienced serious
brain injuries recover properly,” Senator Capito
said. “I am also excited to hear about what the
students and professors learn in their research
about energy and the environment on earth and
in space and how we can use it to better under-
stand the world and our universe.”

Individual awards listed below:

$549,549 in HHS funding to WVU (Morgan-
town, W.Va.) for a neurological research project
involving mitoNEET as a therapeutic target for
mitigating ischemic brain injury following mid-
dle cerebral artery occlusion (MCAO).

$510,811 in NSF funding to WVU (Morgan-
town, W.Va.) for a research project titled “New
Interference Detection, Mitigation, and Fusion
Methodologies for Radio Astronomy.”

$409,186 in NSF funding to WVU (Morgan-
town, W.Va.) for a research project titled “GP-
IN: Empowering Appalachian Students through
the Exploring Geosciences Solutions (EGeoS)
Curriculum and the Appalachian Geoscience

$370,000 in HHS funding to the WV DHHR
(Charleston, W.Va.) to improve data quality to
identify and characterize pregnancy-related
deaths and address health inequities.

$274,951 in NSF funding to Parthian Battery
Solutions, LLC. (Morgantown, W.Va.) for a re-
search project centered at WVU called “STTR
Phase I: Novel State of Health Measurements
Through Advanced Lithium-ion Battery Mod-
eling for Secure and Scalable 2nd-Life Battery
Deployment.”

$270,000 in HHS funding to WVU (Mor-
gantown, W.Va.) for a pharmacology, physiol-
ogy, and biological chemistry research project
titled “HSTA TEAMS for Community Health:
Teaching Educators and Adolescents Mentoring
and Science (TEAMS) to Improve Community
Health.”

$219,000 in USDA funding to WVU (Morgan-
town, W.Va.) for an environmental research proj-
ect titled “Getting to the Root of Plant-Microbe
Interactions in Bioproduct Agroecosystems.”

$191,734 in NSF funding to WVU (Morgan-
town, W.Va.) for an arctic environmental re-
search project titled “Collaborative Research:
Ideas Lab: ETAUS Meshed Observations of the
Remote Subsurface with Heterogeneous Intelli-

Learning Ecosystem (AGLE).”

gent Platforms (MOTHERSHIP).”
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CAREER
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL
BILLING! Become a Medical Of-
fice Profes-sional online at CTI! Get
Trained, Certified & ready to work in
months! Call 877-635-0244. The Mis-
sion, Program Information and Tuition
is located at Career-Technical.edu/con-
sumer-information. (M-F 8am-6pm ET)
HEALTH/MEDICAL

DONT LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution
for anyone who struggles on the stairs,
is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call
AmeriGlide today! 1-844-592-5113
PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim inde-pendence and mobility
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Ino-gen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the details!
1-855-405-3412  www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

INTERNET/TV

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET - Get your
favorite live TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! CHOICE
Package, $84.99/mo for 12 months.
HBO Max and Premium Channels in-
cluded for 3 mos (W/CHOICE Package
or higher.) No annual contract, no hid-
den fees! Some restrictions apply. Call
IVS 1-855-656-0296

DISH NETWORK: Only from Dish- 3
year TV Price Guarantee! 99% Signal
Reliability, backed by guarantee. In-

cludes Multi-Sport with NFL Redzone.
Switch and Get a FREE $100 Gift Card.
Call today! 1-855-736-4350

CONNECT TO THE BEST WIRELESS
home internet with EarthLink. Enjoy
speeds from 5G and 4G LTE networks,
no contracts, easy installation, and data
plans up to 300 GB. Call 844-230-3640
HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTER-
NET - 25mbps starting at $49.99/mo!
Get More Data FREE Off-Peak Data.
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!
FREE Standard In-stallation for lease
customers! Limited Time, Call 1-877-
567-2866

FREE HIGH SPEED INTERNET for
those that qualify. Government program
for recipi-ents of select programs incl.
Medicaid, SNAP, Housing Assistance,
WIC, Veter-ans Pension, Survivor Ben-
efits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet ser-
vice. Bonus of-fer: Android tablet FREE
with one-time $20 copay. Free shipping
& handling. Call Maxsip Telecom today!
1-833-317-1335
MISCELLANEOUS

DONATE YOUR CAR, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our veterans!
Sched-ule a FAST, FREE vehicle pick-
up and receive a top tax deduction! Call
Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-964-
4167 today!

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as
litle as ONE DAY! Affordable prices -
No payments for 18 months! Lifetime
warranty & professional installs. Senior
& Mili-tary Discounts available. Call:
844-601-2044

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful
New Blinds & Shades. FREE in-home
es-timates make it convenient to shop
from home. Professional installation.
Top quality - Made in the USA. Call for

free consultation: 877-802-8381. Ask
about our specials!

HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE,
Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 Penn-
sylva-nia Ave., Charleston, WV. Call
(304) 541-9139 for an appointment.
ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 20% off Entire Pur-chase.
Plus 10% Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-844-295-2840

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR.
We want to Read Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since
1920 Book manuscript submissions
currently being re-viewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consultation, Produc-
tion, Promotion and Dis-tribution. Call
for Your Author's Guide 1-833-675-
6435 or visit dorranceinfo.com/WV

PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES
TODAY with a GENERAC home stand-
by generator. $0 Money Down + Low
Monthly Payment Options. Request a
FREE Quote. Call now before the next
power outage: 1-844-901-2301

UP TO $15,000 .00 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay
funeral and other final expenses.Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company-
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

SAFE STEP. North Americas #1 Walk-
In Tub. Comprehensive lifetime war-
ranty. Top-of-the-line installation and
service. Now featuring our FREE show-
er package and $1600 Off for a limited
time! Call today! Financing available.
Call Safe Step 1-844-803-1282

Super Crossword
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Twila Denise Bartlett

Twila Denise Bartlett, 61, of Lumberport,
passed away Wednesday morning, August 23,
2023 at United Hospital Center. She was born on
December 11, 1961 in Clarksburg to Richard Brent
Bartlett and Shirley Dimple (Bonnell) Bartlett, of
Lumberport.

She is survived by one daughter, Bobbi Moore
of Lumberport; two sons: Cody Lucas and wife
Tiffany of KS and Thomas “Scotch” Romeo
of OH; two granddaughters: Ellie Lucas and
Charlotte Lucas; four grandsons: Hunter Moore
and fiancée Gracen McDonald, Levi Moore and
companion Brooklyn Fazinni, Brycen Moore and
Colt Lucas; one niece, Ivy Harbert and husband
Evan; one nephew, Justin Bartlett and wife Katy
and one brother, Troy Bartlett and wife Anne of
Bridgeport.

Twila loved singing and feeding wildlife animals.

In keeping with Twila’s wishes, she will be
cremated with no services.

Dorsey Funeral Home is honored to be handling
the arrangements for the Bartlett family.

Kevin Lee Hall

Kevin Lee Hall, 61, of Clarksburg, passed away
at 12:31 PM, Friday, August 25, 2023, at Specialty
Select Hospital of Morgantown. He was born
in Fairmont, March 22, 1962, a son of Geneva
Grabowski Hall and the late William Hall.

He 1is survived by four children: Jennifer
Heflin and her husband C.J., Justin Hall and his
wife Katie, Kelsea Hall and her companion Tom
Roach, Austin Hall, and Tonya Stevens and her
husband Daniel; 10 grandchildren: Cole Heflin,
Cade Heflin, Jailee Heflin, Olivia Hall, Brinlee
Hall, Jayleb Hall, Izabella Davis, Aniyah Roach,

N
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Harmer Funeral Home
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Zayleigh Roach, and Jackson Stevens; and one
brother, William Hall and his wife Eva. In addition
to his father, Kevin was preceded in death by one
son, Jonathan Hall.

Kevin was an employee of Res-Care, Inc. where
he worked as a BHT Specialist caregiver. He
enjoyed hunting, fishing, and going out to eat.

Cremation services were provided by the Perine
Funeral Home, Shinnston, and no public services
will be held at this time. Condolences may be
extended to the family at www.perinefunerals.
com. The Perine Funeral Home is honored to serve
the Hall family.

Robert E. “Mr. Boo” Wright

Robert E. “Mr. Boo” Wright, 70, of Lumberport,
passed away at his home with his family by his
side, on Wednesday, August 23, 2023. He was
born June 21, 1953 in Fairmont a son of the late
Robert E. and Enid Jeannine Long Wright.

On February 19, 1982, he married the love
of his life, Lois Marleen Moore Wright, who
survives him at home. He is also survived by
his children, Bobbie Jean Underwood and her
husband Jerry of Peoria; Michael Paul Wright and
his wife Deb of Meadowbrook; and Kevin Wright
of Lumberport; 12 grandchildren; 21 great-
grandchildren; and 4 great-great-grandchildren;
his sisters, Brenda Moore and her husband Danny
of Lumberport; Tammy Mackey and husband
Kenny of Adamsville; his brother, Tim Wright
and wife Tomma of Drain Hill; his sister-in-law,
Linda Wright of Lumberport; as well as several
nieces and nephews.

In addition to his parents, Bob was preceded in
death by his son, Jonathan Wayne Wright, and his
brother, David Wright.

Bob retired from Blacksville #2 in 2014 with
34 years of service. He previously was employed
at Williams and Humphreys Mines. In his spare
time, Bob loved to hunt and fish. He enjoyed
spending time with his family and his dogs, Bella
and Pepper.

Friends will be received at Perine Funeral
Home, 1348 S. Pike St. Shinnston, on Friday from
3-8pm. A funeral service will be held at the funeral
home on Saturday, August 26, at 11:00 am with
Pastor Sabrina Haught officiating. Interment will
follow at the Lumberport Lions Club Cemetery.
Online memories and condolences can be shared
with the family at www.perinefunerals.com

The Perine Funeral Home is honored to serve
the Wright family.

-
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Memorable photographs from around Harrison County
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Robinson Grand
Releases Fifth
Anniversary Plans

Clarksburg, WV — The Robinson Grand Perform-
ing Arts Center, which celebrated its Grand Opening
on October 20, 2018, is proud to announce plans for
the 5th Anniversary in downtown Clarksburg from
Friday, October 20, 2023 through Sunday, October
22,2023 at the historic Robinson Grand Performing
Arts Center located at 444 W. Pike St. in Clarks-
burg, WV.

The weekend kicks off at 7:00p.m. on Friday,
October 20, 2023 with the swing and the swagger
of Good Shot Judy, one of the east-coasts highest
octane swing bands. A Good Shot Judy show offers
all those tunes you know just from growing up in
America — songs you can at least hum along to, if
you don’t outright know most of the words. But the
music itself is only part of the band’s allure; there’s
something electric in the execution, and it’s that
vigor that carries the day as much as the pull of rec-
ognition.

“Good Shot Judy played the Robinson Grand in
the fall of last year,” said Jason A Young, the Robin-
son Grand’s program manager. “All we heard from
the audience after the show was ‘bring them back;’
so we did.”

Robinson Grand friends and fans will have the
opportunity to officially celebrate the venue’s 5th
Anniversary on Saturday, October 21, 2023 at The
Grand Gala with Hall of Fame jazz pianist Bob
Thompson, comedian Jeff Allen, and legendary vo-
cal quartet The Diamonds.

“We programmed the Anniversary Gala with the
same format as the Grand Opening in 2018,” said
Young. “Two great musical acts with some hilarious
stand-up comedy in the middle.”

Since 1991 Bob Thompson has been a pianist, and
a regularly featured artist on West Virginia’s NPR
syndicated radio show Mountain Stage. For the past
twenty-three years he has also been co-producer and
host of Joy to the World, a holiday jazz show broad-
cast on public radio stations nationwide, and heard
internationally on The Voice of America. In October
2015, Bob Thompson was inducted into the West
Virginia Music Hall of Fame.

Jeff Allen’s rapid-fire humor, which centers on
marriage and family, is a hit with all ages. A live
comedy favorite, Jeff has appeared on Dry Bar
Comedy, Netflix, Amazon, Huckabee, Pureflix,
Showtime, Comedy Central, VH1, and more. He
starred in the critically acclaimed film, Apostles of
Comedy, the syndicated comedy series, Bananas, his
own one-hour comedy special Happy Wife, Happy
Life, and the Warner Bros. comedy film Thou Shalt
Laugh. Jeff has been featured at Montreal’s Just for
Laughs Festival and HBO’s Comedy Arts Festival.
His Dry Bar Comedy videos have amassed over 400
million views on social media and other platforms,
introducing him to tens of millions of new fans
worldwide. At times both gut-wrenching and hilari-
ous, Jeff’s new tour offers a unique glimpse into his
crazy world.

The Diamonds are a Canadian vocal quartet that
rose to prominence in the 1950s and early 1960s
with 16 Billboard hit records. They were most noted
for interpreting and introducing rhythm and blues
vocal group music to the wider pop music audience.
Through the years since the release of “Little Dar-
lin”” (1957), The Diamonds have learned one im-
portant lesson — the durability of classic rock and
roll music is as much about the future as it is about
the past. As a result, The Diamonds continue to ex-
pand their audience to this day, performing in a va-
riety of venues and settings worldwide. These per-
formances include — with Symphony Orchestras, in
performing arts theaters and major concert halls, on
cruise ships, in casinos, and county and state fairs,
on tours of England, Ireland, Brazil, Chile, Korea,
and Japan, for benefit concerts, corporate conven-
tions, and at nightclubs.

The Robinson Grand’s 5th Anniversary Week-
end will finish at 7:00p.m. on Sunday, October 22
with singer, songwriter, author, and humorist Mark
Lowry; who’s entertained audiences since we was
11 years old with his unique gift of communicating
profound truths through music and storytelling.

Mark Lowry is best known for penning the lyr-
ics to the Christmas classic “Mary Did You Know?”’
and singing baritone for the GRAMMY Award-
Winning Gaither Vocal Band for countless years.

“We are excited about the lineup of events we
have put together to celebrate our 5th Anniversary,”
said Young. “We feel like the weekend features high
quality, diverse, and affordable entertainment for
all.”

Tickets for all 5th Anniversary events are cur-
rently one sale to Friends of the Robinson Grand.
The general public can purchase tickets on Friday,
August 25,2023 at 10:00a.m. All tickets can be pur-
chased online at tickets.therobinsongrand.com or by
calling the Robinson Grand ticketing center at (855)
773-6283.

POST YOUR LEGALS
IN THE SHINNSTON
NEWS JOURNAL



Shinnston

Harrison County

"“News & Journal

Aug. 31, 2023 - Sept. 6, 2023

A World Without War or Weapons Without Fear Is Possible

From L’Osservatore Romano

At the General Au-
dience on Wednesday
morning, 9 August, Pope
Francis shared his expe-
rience of World Youth
Day with the faithful
gathered in the Paul VI
Hall. He highlighted
that World Youth Day
“showed everyone that
another way is possible,
a world of brothers and
sisters, where the flags
of all peoples fly togeth-
er, next to each other,
without hatred, without
fear, without closing up,
without weapons”. The
following is a transla-
tion of the Holy Father’s
words which he deliv-
ered in Italian.

Dear Brothers
Sisters,

Good morning!

In the past few days,
I went to Portugal for
the 37th World Youth
Day. This World Youth
Day in Lisbon, which
took place after the pan-
demic, was considered
by all to be a gift from
God, who set in motion
once again the hearts
and footsteps of young
people from all over
the world. Many young
people from all over the
world — many of them
— to encounter one an-
other and to encounter
Jesus.

As we well know, the
pandemic had a severe
impact on social behav-
iour: isolation that often
degenerated into clo-
sure, and young people
were particularly af-

and

fected. With this World
Youth Day, God gave a
“push” in the other di-
rection. It marked a new
beginning of the great
pilgrimage of young
people across the con-
tinents, in the name of
Jesus Christ. And it was
not a coincidence that
this happened in Lis-
bon, a city overlooking
the ocean, a city that is
a symbol of the great
maritime explorations.
And so, at World
Youth Day, the Gospel
proposed the example
of the Virgin Mary to
young people. At the
most critical time, she
goes to visit her cousin
Elizabeth, and the Gos-
pel says Mary “arose
and went with haste”
(Lk 1:39). I like to in-
voke Our Lady in this
way”, Our Lady “in
haste” who always does
things with haste. She
never makes us wait be-
cause she is the mother
of everyone. In this way,
Mary guides the pil-
grimage of young peo-
ple who follow Jesus
today, in the third mil-
lennium, just as she did
a century ago in Portu-
gal, at Fatima, when she
spoke to three children,
and entrusted them with
a message of faith and
hope for the Church and
the world. That is why I
returned to Fatima dur-
ing World Youth Day,
to the place where the
apparition took place,
and, together with some

young people who are
sick, I prayed to God
that he would heal the
world from the diseases
of the soul: pride, lies,
enmity, violence are
diseases of the soul, and
the world is ailing from
these diseases. And we
renewed our consecra-
tion, the consecration of
Europe, of the world, to
Mary, to the Immaculate
Heart of Mary. I prayed
for peace because there
are many wars all over
the world, so many.

The young people of
the world came to Lis-
bon in large numbers
and with great enthu-
siasm. I met them in
small groups and some
had many problems.
The group of young
Ukrainians brought sto-
ries that were painful.
It was not a holiday, a
tourist trip and not even
a spiritual event for its
own sake. World Youth
Day is an encounter
with the living Christ
through the Church:
young people go to en-
counter Christ. It is true
that where there are
young people, there is
joy, there is a bit of all
these things!

My visit to Portu-
gal, on the occasion
of World Youth Day,
benefited from the fes-
tive atmosphere of this
wave of young people.
I thank God for this,
thinking especially of
the Church in Lisbon
who, in exchange for

the great effort made
in organizing and host-
ing it, will receive new
energies to continue her
new journey, to cast
her nets once again
with apostolic zeal.
The youth of Portugal
are already today a vi-
tal presence, and now,
after this “transfusion”
received from Church-
es around the world,
they will become even
more so. And many
young people passed
through Rome on their
way back from Lisbon.
We are seeing them
here too. There are
some who participated
in this Day. There they
are! Wherever there are
young people, there is
noise. They are good at
making it!

While in Ukraine
and other places in the
world there is fighting,
and while in certain hid-
den halls war is being
planned — this is bad,
war is being planned!
— World Youth Day
showed everyone that
another world is pos-
sible, a world of broth-
ers and sisters, where
the flags of all peoples
fly together, next to
each other, without ha-
tred, without fear, with-
out closing up, without
weapons! The message
of the young people
was clear: will the
“mighty of the earth”
listen to it, I wonder?
Will they listen to this
youthful  enthusiasm

that wants peace? It is
a parable for our time,
and even today Jesus
says: “He who has ears,
let him hear. He who
has eyes, let him see!”
Let us hope that the en-
tire world will listen to
this World Youth Day
and watch this beauty
of the young, going for-
ward.

Once again, | express
my gratitude to Portu-
gal, to Lisbon, to the
President of the Repub-
lic, who was present
at all the celebrations,
and to the other civil
authorities; to the Pa-
triarch of Lisbon, who
was good; the Presi-
dent of the Episcopal
Conference, and the
Bishop who organized
World Youth Day, and
to all the collaborators
and volunteers. Think
that the volunteers — I
went to meet them on
the last day, before re-
turning — numbered
25,000. This World
Youth Day had 25,000
volunteers! Thank you
all! Through the inter-
cession of the Virgin
Mary, may the Lord
bless the young people
of the entire world and
may he bless the Por-
tuguese people. Let us
pray together to Our
Lady, all together, that
she may bless the Por-
tuguese people.

[Recitation of the Hail
Mary]

Special Greetings

I extend a warm wel-

come to the English-
speaking pilgrims and
visitors taking part in
today’s Audience, espe-
cially the groups from
Malta, Nigeria, Tonga
and the United States of
America. Upon you and
your families I invoke
the joy and peace of our
Lord Jesus Christ. God
bless you all!

In recent days, there
have been tragic natural
events in Slovenia and
in Georgia, that have
caused death and mate-
rial destruction. I pray
for the victims and I ex-
press my spiritual close-
ness to their families
and to all those who suf-
fer from these disasters
and I thank those who
have offered them as-
sistance, especially the
volunteers.

I turn my thoughts
to young people, to the
sick, to the elderly and
to newlyweds, who are
many! Today we cel-
ebrate the commemo-
ration of Saint Teresa
Benedicta of the Cross
(Edith  Stein), Virgin
and Martyr, Co-Patron-
ess of Europe. May her
witness spur a commit-
ment to dialogue and
fraternity among peo-
ple and against every
form of violence and
discrimination. Let us
entrust the dear people
of Ukraine to her inter-
cession so that they may
soon find peace.

I offer my blessing to
all of you.

Fairmont State University shares plans for new strategic plan
reports positive outlook for upcoming academic year

timeline,

During the August 17
Fairmont State Univer-
sity Board of Gover-
nors Meeting President
Mike Davis highlighted
what he has learned
over the past month
and a half as Fairmont
State’s President and
his vision for the Uni-
versity moving for-
ward.

“We are really glad to
have someone with Dr.
Davis’ experience and

passion on board,” said
Board of Governors
Chairman Rusty Hut-
son. “We are excited to
see what he has planned
for the university and
how his leadership will
positively impact Fair-
mont State.”

be-
gan his tenure as Fair-
mont State’s President

President Davis

on July 1 of this year.
He has since spent time
listening to the com-
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ments, questions, and
concerns of community
members, faculty, and
staff.

“The thing that stands
out to me the most is
that people are ready to
work with us, they’re
eager to be heard and
build real connections
on campus and in the
community,” said Da-
vis. “We’re going to
look at lots of ways to
engage our students,
faculty and staff with
the community. We are
a public university and
the campus has to be a
public resource, and it
has to feel vibrant ev-
ery day of the week,
every day of the year.”

Based on what he
has learned from the
campus and commu-
nity, President Davis
has crafted a timeline
for a new strategic plan
for the University. He
plans to spend the fall
semester  continuing
to listen to the needs
of the campus, shar-
ing information, and
spending time with in-
dividual units on cam-
pus. In spring, campus
leadership will spend
time having important
discussions within the
different campus divi-
sions, and by the end
of spring Davis plans

to have a widespread
discussion with the en-
tire campus so that the
needs of the Univer-
sity are clear and un-
derstood by everyone.
During the summer of
2024, the new strategic
plan will be drafted and
finalized to launch by
the fall of 2024.

“I am excited to see
what comes out of that
process. The process
matters as much as the
outcome,” said Davis.
“How we have those
conversations  really
matters. We’re going to
come up with a lot of
ideas during that pro-
cess that will be great
ideas.”

Provost and Vice
President of Academ-
ic Affairs Dr. Dianna
Phillips provided up-
dates for Academic Af-
fairs and discussed the
newly reinstated music
and theatre minors.
Phillips  highlighted
how students were al-
ready taking pre-exist-
ing music and theatre
classes, which have
now been incorporat-
ed into the curriculum
for the minors. These
minors also support
other Fairmont State
arts organizations like
the Community Arts
program and the Town

& Gown Players. Aca-
demic affairs will con-
tinue to assess what
these minors need and
if additional resources
will be required in the
future.

Greg Bamberger,
Director of Athletics,
provided updates re-
garding Fairmont State
athletic programs. He
reported that athletes
have seen an increase
in their academic suc-
cess rate and that
when they graduate,
they leave campus in
good academic stand-
ing—76% of student-
athletes either gradu-
ate at Fairmont State,
graduate elsewhere or
have left in good aca-
demic standing. Bam-
berger also shared that
20-25 student-athletes
have been recruited
from the Alderson Bro-
addus University clo-
sure and those transfer

students are mostly
football players.
Vice President of

Student Success Ken
Fettig also provided
updates on current en-
rollment and housing
numbers. Fairmont
State received
4,000 applications for
admission for the fall

semester and is wel-

over

coming a large class

of new students. Based
on current registration
counts, Fettig predicts
an increase in total
enrollment. He also
reported that the Uni-
versity has received
its largest number of
housing applications
since before the CO-
VID-19 pandemic and
is expecting the high-
est number of students
in its residence halls in

five years.
Included in those
housing  projections

are students in the Uni-
versity’s second cohort
of Police Academy ca-
dets, who will live in
and receive training in
Pence Hall. Fettig also
reported on the success
of Fairmont State’s co-
ordinated plan to sup-
port transfer students
from Alderson Broad-
dus University. Over
100 students have ap-
plied to transfer to
Fairmont State from
Alderson  Broaddus,
and approximately 40
have enrolled or will
enroll in the coming
days.

Overall Fairmont
State is seeing positive
trends in academic ex-
pansion, student suc-
cess, and enrollment
for the upcoming aca-
demic year.
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Major Generic Drug Companies
to Pay Over Quarter of a Billion
Dollars to Resolve Price-Fixing
Charges and Divest Key Drug at

the Center of Their Conspiracy

The Justice Department
announced today deferred
prosecution agreements resolving
criminal antitrust charges against
Teva Pharmaceuticals USA, Inc.
and Glenmark Pharmaceuticals Inc.,
USA. As part of those agreements,
both companies will divest a
key business line involved in the
misconduct, and as an additional
remedial measure, Teva will make
a $50 million drug donation to
humanitarian organizations. Teva
will pay a $225 million criminal
penalty — the largest to date for
a domestic antitrust cartel — and
Glenmark will pay a $30 million
criminal penalty. Both companies
will face prosecution if they violate
the terms of the agreements, and
if convicted, would likely face
mandatory debarment from federal
health care programs.

The agreements each require the
companies to undertake remedial
measures, including the timely
divestiture of their respective drug
lines for pravastatin, a widely used
cholesterol medicine that was a core
part of the companies’ price-fixing
conspiracy.  This  extraordinary
remedy forces the companies to
divest a business line that was
central to the misconduct. Teva
must also donate $50 million worth
of clotrimazole and tobramycin,
two additional drugs with prices
affected by Teva’s criminal schemes,
to humanitarian organizations that
provide medication to Americans
in need. Both Teva and Glenmark
have agreed, among other things,
to cooperate with the department in
the ongoing criminal investigations
and resulting prosecutions,
report to the department on their
compliance programs, and modify
those compliance programs where
necessary and appropriate.

“Today, the Antitrust Division and
our law enforcement partners hold
two more pharmaceutical companies
accountable for raising prices of
essential medicines and depriving
Americans of affordable access to
prescription drugs. The resolutions
include  extraordinary  remedial
measures that require the breakup
of assets and restore competition
to the industry,” said Assistant
Attorney General Jonathan Kanter
of the Justice Department’s Antitrust
Division. “Companies in heavily
regulated industries are on notice
that the division will not hesitate to
hold them accountable and will not
tolerate recidivism.”

“The Department of Justice’s
Antitrust Division, along with our
other federal law enforcement
partners, secured a victory with
today’s settlement agreement in
our fight against price-fixing and
collusion,” said Executive Special
Agent in Charge Kenneth Cleevely
of the U.S. Postal Service Office
of Inspector General (USPS-OIG).
“The USPS-OIG will vigorously
investigate those who would engage
in harmful anticompetitive practices,
and we continue to ask for the
public’s assistance in identifying
and reporting those engaged in this
type of activity.”

“The FBI works relentlessly with
our partners to investigate crimes
that violate our nation’s long-held
principles of fair competition,” said
Assistant Director Luis Quesada of
the FBI’s Criminal Investigative
Division. “Today’s agreements show
that we are committed to ensuring
that entities that engage in price-
fixing, bid-rigging and market-
allocation schemes to the detriment
of the American people face justice.”

As part of the agreements, Teva
admitted to participating in three
antitrust conspiracies that affected
essential medicines — including

pravastatin, clotrimazole and
tobramycin — and Glenmark
admitted to participating in a

conspiracy to fix the price of
pravastatin.  Pravastatin is a
commonly prescribed cholesterol
medication that lowers the risk of
heart disease and stroke; clotrimazole
is commonly prescribed to treat
skin infections; and tobramycin is
commonly prescribed to treat eye
infections and cystic fibrosis. Also
as part of the agreements, the parties
today filed joint motions, which are
subject to approval by the Court,
to defer prosecution and trial on
the filed charges for the three-year
terms of the agreements or until
after the criminal penalties are paid,
whichever occurs later.

During the multi-year
investigation, the Antitrust Division
and its law enforcement partners
uncovered price-fixing, bid-rigging
and market-allocation  schemes
affecting many generic medicines,
and charged seven  generic
pharmaceutical  companies  for
their participation in the schemes.
With today’s agreements, all seven
companies have resolved their
criminal charges and collectively
agreed to pay more than $681 million
in criminal penalties.

In June 2020, Glenmark was
charged with one count of price
fixing for its role in a conspiracy
affecting the prices of pravastatin
and other generic drugs. A grand jury
returned a superseding indictment
against Glenmark and Teva in
August 2020 for the same and
similar conduct. Count one alleged
that Teva conspired with Glenmark,
Apotex Corp. and others to increase
prices for pravastatin and other
generic drugs. Apotex admitted its
role in this conspiracy and agreed to
pay a $24.1 million penalty in May
2020. Count two charged Teva for
its role in a conspiracy with Taro
Pharmaceuticals U.S.A. Inc., its
former executive Ara Aprahamian
and others to increase prices,
rig bids and allocate customers
of generic drugs, including
clotrimazole, a medicine used to
treat skin infections. Taro admitted
to its role in this conspiracy and
agreed to pay a $205.7 million
penalty to resolve that charge in July
2020. Aprahamian was indicted in
February 2020 and is awaiting trial.
Count three charged Teva for its role
in a conspiracy with Sandoz Inc. and
others to increase prices, rig bids
and allocate customers of generic
medicines, including cystic fibrosis
medicine tobramycin. A former
Sandoz executive pleaded guilty for
his participation in the conspiracy in
February 2020. Sandoz admitted to
its role in the conspiracy and agreed
to pay a $195 million penalty in
March 2020. Together, these charges
and the resolutions announced
today reflect the Department’s
commitment to holding corporate
offenders responsible even where
collateral consequences may be at
issue.

United States Postal Service
Office of Inspector General, the
FBI’s Washington and Philadelphia
Field Offices and the U.S. Attorney’s
Office for the Eastern District of
Pennsylvania investigated the case.

Trial Attorneys Matthew Lunder,
Thomas Tynan, Michael Sawers
and Barry Joyce of the Antitrust
Division’s Washington Criminal I
Section and Assistant Chief Mark
Grundvig and Trial Attorney Julia
Maloney of the Antitrust Division’s
Washington Criminal II Section
are prosecuting the cases, with the
assistance of Antitrust Division
Economists Evan Gee and Peter
Woodward and Financial Analyst
Joanne Legomsky.

Gov. Justice signs bills allocating $12 million
to fire departments and first responders

POINT PLEASANT, WV — Gov. Jim Justice held a ceremony today at
the Point Pleasant Volunteer Fire Department, where he signed SB 1021, SB
1022, and SB 1023, which passed in the recent Special Session of the West
Virginia Legislature, providing $12 million in supplemental funding to fire
departments and first responders across the state.

“You are the people who literally run to the fire,” Gov. Justice said. “I
cannot thank you enough for the work you do and the lives you touched.
There is no way that we make it without our first responders, and my goal is to
supply you with everything you need to continue protecting our communities.
Today is a monumental day because of what has been accomplished. Again, I
cannot thank you enough for everything you do for our state.”

“This is a big day for first responders in the state of West Virginia,” Rob
Cunningham, Deputy Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security, said.
“The cooperation between the West Virginia Legislature and the Governor to
come up with this one-time appropriation to help fund our fire departments
and emergency medical services is really huge.”

Gov. Justice signed SB 1021, which created a special revenue fund to be
administered by the Secretary of the West Virginia Department of Homeland
Security (DHS), who will distribute additional funds to local county
commissions in counties with excess levies or dedicated fees related to

emergency services.

Gov. Justice also signed SB 1022 and SB 1023, which supplemented
appropriations to the Division of Emergency Management, Growth County
Fire Protection Fund, and County Fire Protection Fund.

These additional funds can be used for Fire Departments and Emergency
Medical Services (EMS) based on the needs of the individual counties that
receive them. These funds may be used to purchase personal protective
equipment (PPE), facilities upkeep, and upgrade or buy new rescue,
communications or ambulance equipment.

Additionally, funds can be used toward education and training expenses
or to offset costs associated with compliance with Insurance Service Office
recommendations (ISO), utility bills, and insurance payments.

ICYMI: Manchin Attends New Herbert Hoover
High School Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

Charleston, WV — On Saturday, U.S.
Senator Joe Manchin (D-WYV) visited
Elkview to attend the ribbon cutting
ceremony for the new Herbert Hoover
High School and tour the facility. Senator
Manchin joined local stakeholders,
school leadership, his fellow elected
officials and West Virginia native and
country music artist, Brad Paisley, for
the grand reopening.

“It was great to be in Elkview to
celebrate the enormous triumph of
rebuilding Herbert Hoover High School
—an important milestone in our recovery
from the flooding that devastated West
Virginiain 2016,” said Senator Manchin.
“While there is nothing that can replace
the unimaginable loss experienced by
many from the disaster, Saturday’s
ribbon cutting ceremony reminds us
what we can accomplish when we come
together as West Virginians. We are truly

LEGAL

astatewide community, and I’'m thankful
to every single person who played a role
in making the reopening possible.”

Herbert Hoover High School first
opened its doors in September 1963;
however, the 2016 flood destroyed
the former facility beyond repair. The
following year, high school students
continued their educations by halving
the days at the nearby Elkview Middle
School and by 2017, all of the high
school students were relocated to
temporary potables. The new official
Herbert Hoover High School started
construction on January 22, 2020 and
includes a virtual learning center, career
technical area, large science labs, two
gymnasiums, and several sport lockers,
geothermal heating and cooling, a
football field with home Dbleachers,
practice football and soccer fields, tennis
courts and batting cages.

(2020-S-00000393 - Harrison County - NAJ LLC)

To: ELLA P COSTLOW, or heirs at law, devisees, creditors, representatives, successors, assigns, all
known heirs, guardians, conservators, fiduciaries, administrators, lienholders, co-owners, other parties hav-
ing an undivided interest in the delinquent property, and other parties that may have an interest in the subject

property.

DISTRICT EAGLE OUTSIDE DISTRICT MAP 9999 PARCEL 0620 7008

You will take notice that NAJ LLC, the purchaser of the tax lien(s) on the following real estate, Certifi-
cate of Sale: 2020-S-00000393, 12.50 AS O & G SHINN RUN, located in EAGLE OUTSIDE DISTRICT,
which was returned delinquent in the name of COSTLOW ELLA P, and for which the tax lien(s) thereon
was sold by the sheriff of Harrison County at the sale for the delinquent taxes made on the 5th day of No-
vember, 2020, has requested that you be notified that a deed for such real estate will be made to him or her
on or after October 23, 2023, as provided by law, unless before that day you redeem such real estate. The
amount you will have to pay on the last day, October 22, 2023, will be as follows:

Amount equal to the taxes and charges due on the date of the sale, with $

interest, to October 22, 2023.

Amount of subsequent year’s taxes paid on the property, since the sale, $

with interest to October 22, 2023.

Amount paid for the Title Examination and preparation of the list to be served

130.86
21.06

$ 1,122.54

and for preparation and service of notice with interest from January 1, 2021,

following the sherift’s sale to October 22, 2023.

Amount paid for other statutory costs with interest from following the sheriff’s $

sale to October 22, 2023.

Total Amount Payable to Sheriff - cashier check, money order or certified

43.57

$ 1,318.03

check must be made payable to The Honorable Robert Matheny, Sheriff

and Treasurer of Harrison County.

Cost of Certification of Redemption - cashier check, money order or certified $

35.00

check must be made payable to The Honorable John B. McCuskey, State Auditor.
You may redeem any time before October 22, 2023, by paying the above total
less any unearned interest.
Return this letter and both certified funds to the
WYV State Auditor’s Office,
County Collection Division
1900 Kanawha Blvd East, Building 1, Room W-114
Charleston, West Virginia 25305.
Questions please call 1-888-509-6568 option 2

LEGAL

WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Division of Highways
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of High-
ways through the Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed proposals (only when
prequalification is waived) being received at its office in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard
East, Charleston, West Virginia, until October 17, 2023 at 10:00 AM (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will
be downloaded and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions of the following project(s):

Call Contract  State Project

Federal Project

Description

019 2023170032 S317-19/2-0.08 00 STBG-1902(003)D STRUCTURE RENOVATION

CORP JERRY LEE HALPENNY AND

PFC MICHAEL ALONZO WELLS MEM BR
HARRISON CO. 19/2, 0.08 MI. EAST OF US 19
COUNTY: HARRISON

CONCRETE SLAB ON FABRICATED STEEL GIRDER
STRUCTURE STEEL:
5% ON CONTRACT BID AMOUNT. BIDDER MUST PROVIDE WRITTEN

ASSURANCE OF MEETING GOAL ON FORM IN PROPOSAL.

BRIDGE: 2818.1
SPAN(S): 6
DBE GOAL:
REMARKS:

Proposals will be received from prequalified and West Virginia licensed contractors only except that on
Federal-Aid Projects a contractors’ license is not required at time of bid, but will be required before work
can begin. Registration is required with the Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in ac-
cordance with Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 of the West Virginia Code. All contractors submitting bids
on project(s) must submit electronically with their bid a Proposal Guaranty Bond for $500.00 or 5% of the

total bid, whichever is greater.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways reserves the right to defer, delay
or postpone the date for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project designated in this adver-
tisement, without the necessity of renewing such advertisement. The deferment, delay, postponement, and
the date that proposals will be received and publicly opened will be available on www.bidx.com

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways hereby notifies all bidders that it
will affirmatively ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, minority business
enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be dis-
criminated against on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex or national origin in consideration for an award.
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Marshall professor named head
Own Th coach of US Cyber Team
Mewu Marshall ~ University’s Dr. coach of the Season III, US Marshall’s cyber programs.
_ Josh Brunty, a faculty member Cyber Team,” said Jessica  “The exposure of being head
Spons :'m_d by in Cyber Forensics & Security, Gulick, Katzcy CEO and coach will provide visibility and
SHINNSTON has been named head coach of commissioner of the US Cyber access to highly talented students
PRICE CU I I ER the US Cyber Team, a team of Games. “Dr. Brunty has a who might be considering
talented cybersecurity athletes, noteworthy background from studying cybersecurity or digital
SHOP. FRESH. SAVE

Sesame Noodles

with Broccoli and
Chicken

Submitted by Debra Smith

The increasing cost of groceries can put
a strain on your food budget. This recipe
is low cost, and you most likely have the
ingredients already in your pantry and
freezer. Please enjoy this comforting recipe
with your family.

Ingredients:

8 0z. whole wheat spaghetti noodles

1 Tbsp. sesame seeds

2 Tbsp. sugar

3 Tbsp. low-sodium soy sauce

2 Tbsp. vinegar

Y4 cup vegetable oil

1 % cups bite-sized cut broccoli (fresh or
frozen)

3 cloves minced garlic or % tsp. garlic
powder

1 %2 cups diced cooked chicken

Directions:

Cook pasta according to page directions.
Set aside. While pasta is cooking, toast
sesame seeds in a small skillet over medium
heat. Stir often until light, golden brown. In
a small bowl, mix together, sugar, soy sauce
and vinegar. Set aside. Heat oil in a large
skillet over medium heat (300 degrees F in
an electric skillet). Add broccoli and cook
for a few minutes. Add garlic and continue
to cook until broccoli is tender. Add chicken
and cook until heated through. Add drained
pasta and soy sauce mixture and mix well.
Sprinkle sesame seeds on top. Refrigerate
any leftovers.

Remember readers, if you have a favorite
recipe that you would like to share, we
welcome your submissions. E-mail your
recipe to us at debra@mountainmedianews.
com. And don’t forget to stop by your local
Price Cutter to purchase all of your cooking
and baking needs.

coaches, and industry leaders
put together by the US Cyber
Games to represent the United
States in global cybersecurity

competitions.
As head coach for the 2024
competition  season, Brunty

will draft the most talented
cybersecurity experts in the
country and serve as a mentor
on their journey. This team will
represent the United States in
international competitions such
as the International Cybersecurity
Championships  (ICC) and
European Cybersecurity
Championships (ECSC).

Brunty is an associate
professor and director of the
Cyber Forensics & Security
graduate program in the School
of Forensic & Criminal Justice
Sciences. He joined Marshall in
2012 and before that, worked
seven years as a digital forensics
examiner, technical leader and
technical assessor for both the
state and federal government
sectors. He is a recipient of the
2019-2020 Marshall and Shirley
Reynolds Outstanding Faculty
Award and the 2019-2020 John
and Frances Rucker Outstanding
Graduate Advisor Award.

He has served on boards and in
offices for many organizations,
including those for Forensic
Science International; Digital
Investigation; the Journal of
Forensic Sciences; the National
Institute of Standards and
Technology (NIST) Organization
of Scientific Area Committee
(OSAC) on Digital Evidence;
the Forensic Science Education
Programs Accreditation
Commission; and the Mid-
Atlantic Association of the High
Technology Crime Investigation
Association (HTCIA).

“We are excited to announce
the appointment of Dr. Joshua
Brunty, professor of Digital
Forensics & Cybersecurity at

both a practitioner and academic
perspective, has coached and
played in collegiate and federal/
professional cyber competitions,
and brings a unique blend of
experience that will surely
benefit the student-athletes in
their training and skills building.”

Since 2013, Brunty has
served as faculty advisor and
coach of Marshall’s successful

Collegiate  Cyber  Defense
Competition Team. During his
tenure, Marshall’s team has

taken top honors in a variety
of cybersecurity competitions,
including a first-place national
championship finish in the
National Cyber League in the
spring of 2020, and four straight
top-10 finishes in its fall and
spring competitions between
2018 and 2020. He has also
served as a past mentor for
various high school teams for
the Air Force Association’s
CyberPatriot Competition.

“Josh’s selection as head
coach is a testament both to
his commitment to mentoring
the next generation of cyber-
scientists and to the quality of
our faculty in the great cyber
forensic program he comes
from,” said Dr. Wesley Stites,
dean of Marshall’s College of
Science. “They don’t pick people
for this position at random. [ am
sure that as his team represents
the United States in competition
against other countries, he’ll do
Marshall proud.”

In his new position, Brunty and
his staff, which includes assistant
coaches and technical mentors,
“will help guide athletes’ training
and progress through a series of
increasingly difficult activities in
which the athletes will learn both
offensive and defensive tactical
concepts which are reinforced
in individual exercises,” Brunty
said.

He hopes the position shines

forensics at the collegiate level,”
Brunty said, adding that current
Marshall students may benefit as
well. “The tactics that [ will learn
as part of the national team will
help me be a better coach and
mentor to Marshall’s Collegiate
Cyber Team. Additionally, I will
also be able to help onboard
hopeful competitors into the US
Cyber Team’s Pipeline Program,
which will help prepare and train
them for future selection on the
U.S. National Team.

US Cyber Games hosts its
own competitions, including its
US Cyber Open in June, which
is open to all students. Top
performers compete in the US
Cyber Combine, an invitation-
only series of competitions
in June through October
and includes selection of the
30-person US Cyber Team.

“Josh is an absolute perfect fit
for the coach of the US Cyber
Team,” said John Sammons,
associate director for Marshall’s
Institute for Cyber Security.
“He’s had such a long track
record of success with our own
cyber competition team, it’s no
surprise he was selected for this
incredible honor. Josh brings the
same traits and characteristics
to cyber competition that other
successful coaches bring to
football, baseball, etc. He’s
technically very competent,
relates to his players, can
motivate them, gets them to grow
and can get them to function
as a team. He’s the same in the
classroom, and his success there
has been recognized as well.

“Marshall is lucky to have
someone like Josh,” Sammons
added. “He’s a big part of our
overall success in cyber security
and cyber forensics. The fact that
he’s a homegrown talent from
West Virginia and a Marshall
alum is icing on the cake.”

Marshall University, as head

a light on the excellence of

Treasurer Moore Proposes Allowing Year-
Round Hope Scholarship Applications

State Treasurer Riley Moore, who serves
as Chairman of the Hope Scholarship Board,
informed Board members last week he will
ask them to consider potential rule changes
to eliminate the Hope Scholarship application
deadline in future academic years, opening the
program up to year-round applications from
students.

“Now that we have more than a full year of the
Hope Scholarship in operation, and we’ve seen
the level of interest across the state, I believe
it’s time to open this program to the maximum
extent possible for all eligible students,”
Treasurer Moore said. “We believe we can and
should allow year-round applications in the
future.”

Under the current legislative rule, the Hope
Scholarship application period is set up to run
from March 1 through May 15 each year. More
than 5,700 students have been awarded the
Hope Scholarship for the 2023-2024 year that
is about to begin.

Treasurer Moore also said he intends to work
with legislators to allow the program to operate
on a quarterly funding model.

The Hope Scholarship law requires the Board
to provide funds to qualified students twice a
year, with the first half of funds for an academic
year provided by Aug. 15 and the remaining
half provided by Jan. 15. Treasurer Moore
would like lawmakers to allow the Board to
fund accounts on a quarterly basis.

While these proposals will be considered
in the coming months, the Hope Scholarship
Board on Wednesday, Aug. 9, did change the
program’s reimbursement policy to provide

additional educational purchasing options for
participating families.

The Board will now allow reimbursement
requests for widely and immediately available
“off-the-shelf” curriculum packages that are
available for purchase on the open market.

Prior to this Board action, curriculum could
only be purchased with Hope Scholarship funds
through the program’s online Education Market
Assistant (EMA) portal. However, some of the
most widely used curriculum providers do not
offer their products through the EMA portal in
West Virginia or through similar programs in
other states.

On Wednesday, the Hope Scholarship Board
approved policy changes that would allow
participating families to purchase these pre-
packaged curriculum options on the open
market and be reimbursed by the Board.

“This change will allow Hope Scholarship

families to pursue popular, ready-made
curriculum packages for their students,
increasing the educational opportunities

available for their children,” Treasurer Moore
said.

That change is now in effect for students in
the current academic year.

The Hope Scholarship is an education savings
account program available for kindergarten
through 12th grade students. It is designed to
allow parents and families to receive an amount
equal to the state portion of their child’s
education funding to tailor an individualized
learning experience that works best for their
child.

Recreation Survey Begins
on Monongahela National
Forest October 1

ELKINS, W.Va., Aug. 22, 2023 — Visitors to
Monongahela National Forest may have the
opportunity to participate in the National Visitor
Use Monitoring survey, which will be conducted
from Oct. 1, 2023, to Sept. 30, 2024. This official
survey is conducted on each national forest every
five years. The last survey for Monongahela
National Forest was done in Fiscal Year 2019.

The survey will be carried out by Appalachian
Forest National Heritage Area employees at both
developed and dispersed recreation sites and along
Forest Service Roads. They will be out in all types
of weather conditions, wearing high visibility
vests, and be near a sign that says “Traffic Survey
Ahead”.

“Participation from a variety of forest visitors
is important,” said W.J. Cober, Forest Recreation
Program Manager. “Interviewers need to talk with
local people using the forest, as well as out-of-area
visitors, so all types of visitors are represented in
the study.”

The survey gathers basic visitor information.
Surveys are voluntary and all responses are
confidential; names are not included. Interviews
last about 10 minutes. The survey includes
questions like where did you recreate, how many
people traveled with you, how long were you on
the Forest, what other recreation sites did you visit
while on the Forest, and how satisfied you are with
the facilities and services provided? About a third
of the participants will be asked to complete a
confidential survey on recreation spending during
their trip.

The information gathered is useful for forest
planning as well as local community tourism
planning. It provides managers with an estimate of
how many people recreate on the national forest,
what activities they engage in while there and how
satisfied people were with their visit. Economic
impact to the local economy is also captured in the
survey.



