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St. Paul’s Toy Drive
St. Pauls’s Church is looking for new or gently used toys for 

the annual toy drive.  Drop off  points are St. Paul’s parking lot 

or the County Extension Offi  ce in the lower fl oor of the court-

house.  Drop off  will be from Nov. 29 through Dec. 5.

We will be giving toys away from Dec. 6 – 12 at St. Paul’s 

Fellowship Hall.  You must make an appointment by calling or 

texting Melissa Scott at 304-621-7281 or Marie Barr at 304-

621-5133. 

Rosenau: Aeronautics Commission “Holding Us Hostage”
By Cassady Rosenblum
The Parsons Advocate

According to County Com-

missioner Mike Rosenau, the 

state Aeronautics Commission 

is holding Tucker County “hos-

tage” by insisting the county 

build and operate a helipad at 

the Industrial Park, thus mak-

ing many other uses of the land 

impossible.

Readers will recall that Indus-

trial Park once belonged to West 

Virginia Power & Transmis-

sion Company, a predecessor of 

FirstEnergy. During the 1970s, 

the power company transferred 

that land to the state Aeronau-

tics Commission, which sub-

sequently transferred it to the 

Tucker County Commission 

and Development Authority in 

the 1990s. Nevertheless, an old 

covenant remained on the deed 

stipulating that the land be used 

as an airport. 

Given the Development 

Authority’s mission to attract 

businesses to Tucker County and 

grow its economy, Executive 

Director Steve Leyh sought this 

year to get the state to release 

this covenant, arguing that the 

state has never shown any inter-

est in building an airport on the 

land at any point in the past, and 

did not even seem to know about 

the deed until the Development 

Authority brought it to its atten-

tion. If the state were to release 

the covenant on the deed, the 

county could sell off  acres to 

new businesses, and develop the 

land as it sees fi t. However, at 

Wednesday’s County Commis-

sion meeting, Leyh described 

the state’s attitude as “uncoop-

erative.” 

The Aeronautics Commission 

is comprised of fi ve governor-

appointed offi  cials. According to 

Leyh, they believe that having a 

private helipad will help attract 

business to Tucker County, 

which Leyh disagreed with 

strongly. According to Leyh and 

Rosenau, Tucker County tried to 

present an alternate solution to 

the Aeronautics Commission–a 

helipad at Windwood Resort–

but the state refused, saying 

it was more than fi ve nautical 

miles away from the Industrial 

Park. Windwood is six nautical 

miles from the Industrial Park. 

At the core of the controversy 

is the fact that the state and fed-

eral government own much of 

Tucker County. There is not 

much available land to build on, 

making Tucker County unique 

compared to other counties in 

the state. The Industrial Park 

represents 25 acres that can be 

built on, according to Rosenau, 

who questioned why the county 

is overhauling its infrastructure 

if it can’t off er new companies 

a place to exist. For the time 

being, however, the Aeronautics 

Commission seems convinced a 

private helipad at the Industrial 

Park is more important for the 

future of Tucker County. 

In other county commission 

news, the commissioners voted 

to approve $50,000 dollars worth 

of American Rescue Plan money 

to Hamrick, $16,000 for Davis, 

and $6,000 for Thomas. More 

will be allocated once the county 

receives its second tranche, or 

portion of money, from the fed-

eral government. 

Finally, the commissioners 

also voted to approve new vot-

ing locations for the upcoming 

election in the spring in order to 

better serve voters with disabili-

ties. Those new locations will 

be communicated soon to vot-

ers. The next County Commis-

sion meeting will take place at 

the Tucker County Courthouse 

Wednesday, December 1, at 6 

p.m . 

Morrisey Offers 
Tips For Safe 
Holiday Shopping

CHARLESTON — West Virginia Attorney General 

Patrick Morrisey reminds consumers to use caution, 

shop wisely and protect their personal information as 

the holiday shopping season begins with Thanksgiving, 

Black Friday and Cyber Monday.

“Scammers often take advantage of increased con-

sumer activity during the holidays, and every trans-

action could be an opportunity for a fraudster to steal 

your money or identity,” Attorney General Morrisey 

said. “Whether you choose to shop for gifts in-store or 

online, be on the lookout for seasonal scams to avoid 

personal information ending up in the wrong hands. 

Remember, any deal that looks too good to be true is 

most likely untrue.”

The Attorney General recommends that consumers 

limit their use of debit cards, pay close attention to holi-

day credit card off ers and be aware of fraudulent web-

sites or coupons that resemble the real thing.

Credit cards, whether shopping online or in store, 

provide the best protection to dispute charges when 

goods or services do not arrive as promised. Debit 

cards, in contrast, are no diff erent than cash and come 

with no special protection.

In-store shoppers also should leave Social Security 

cards and other non-essential information at home, 

lock presents away in the trunk, watch for skimming 

devices and use an RFID blocking sleeve or wallet to 

protect credit/debit cards from electronic pickpockets.

Online shopping is always popular and may see an 

even bigger surge this holiday season due to COVID-

19, but it can also bring risks.

Online shoppers also should watch for spelling mis-

takes, low-quality images and ensure URL addresses 

The Mountain Medicine Trail will be piloted in 
Pocahontas, Randolph, and Tucker Counties

 It seems like the world 

can’t get enough of Appa-

lachian mountain medi-

cine.  Ginseng, black 

cohosh, goldenseal...global 

demand is increasing for 

the forest plants native to 

the West  Virginia moun-

tains.  Those that live in 

and visit the mountains 

know about the health ben-

efi ts of fresh mountain air, 

recreation in the forest, and 

the nourishing qualities of 

Appalachian botanicals.  

A new initiative of the 

Yew Mountain Center, in 

partnership with Future 

Generations University, 

will help visitors and resi-

dents of the region better 

understand, appreciate, 

and experience the value of 

our native plants and their 

diverse ecosystems.  The 

Mountain Medicine Trail 

is an agritourism initia-

tive that will be piloted in 

Pocahontas, Randolph, and 

Tucker Counties thanks to 

a Rural Business Develop-

ment Grant from the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture.

According to Sarah 

Collins-Simmons, Pro-

gram Manager at Future 

Generations University, 

“The Mountain Medicine 

trail will promote agritour-

ism through the design and 

development of an auto-

route allowing for various 

levels of visitor engage-

ment. Whether visitors 

are able to visit a museum 

display or experience our 

forests fi rsthand on a hike, 

this project seeks to show-

case the rich cultural and 

ecological history of this 

part of Appalachia.” 

Sarah added that the 

project will also provide 

new opportunities for land-

owners growing forest 

‘Light Up a Life’ at Cortland Acres
THOMAS, W.Va. - The generosity 

of local residents has made it possi-

ble for the Friends of Cortland Acres 

to give back in many ways, and the 

group is asking for the community’s 

help again this year.

‘Light Up a Life,’ which is under-

way at Cortland Acres, represents 

the largest fund-raiser each year for 

the Friends of Cortland Acres. Last 

year the volunteer organization raised 

more than $5,000, said Nancy Moore, 

president of the Friends of Cortland 

Acres.

Supporters are invited to ‘Light 

Up a Life’ by purchasing a bulb in 

memory or honor of a loved one for 

the 2021 Christmas tree for $5 each. 

A limited number of spots on the spe-

cial treetop star also are available for 

$50 each. 

To donate, mail a check to Cort-

land Acres, 39 Cortland Acres Lane, 

Thomas, WV 26292. “Please make 

sure to include the name(s) of those 

you are donating in memory or honor 

of,” Moore said.

The donations through the Friends 

of Cortland Acres tree help pay for 

many special projects for the resi-

dents throughout the year. Moore 

said that past projects include mini-

massages, magazine subscriptions, 

monthly theme dinners, pizza parties 

and fl owers for the courtyard.

“These funds also help us pay for 

regular resident outings such as the 

movies, ice cream and fi shing trips,” 

The Friends of Cortland is accepting donations for its annual ‘Light Up a 
Life’ ceremony. A bulb for the 2021 Christmas tree for $5 each and spots 
on the special treetop star are $50 each. Proceeds support the residents 
at Cortland Acres.

 Photo by Marlyn McClendon 
Participants learn about native plants at the Yew Mountain Center, a destination on the soon to be created Moun-
tain Medicine Trail. 
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The Parsons Advocate encourages letters 

to the editor. Letters can be mailed to P.O. 

Box 345, Parsons, WV 26287 (envelopes 

must show a return address), faxed to 304-

478-1086, e-mailed to mikie@parsonsad-

vocate.com or dropped off  at our offi  ce at 

219 Central Ave.

Submissions must include a daytime 

telephone number, name and address. This 

is for verifi cation purposes.

Letters can be submitted only once each 

30 days and can not exceed 500 words.

Submitting a letter does not guarantee it 

will be published.  All letters become prop-

erty of The Parsons Advocate.  The Parsons 

Advocate reserves the right to edit and/or 

reject letters.  Personal attacks, lies, and 

etc. will not be published.  

The views expressed in letters are not 

necessarily the views of the Parsons Advo-

cate.

Thank you notes and advertising are not 

considered as letters to the editor.  When 

submitting letters do not use all caps, italics 

or bold.  Use punctuation, upper and lower 

case letters and indent for paragraphs.

If you have any questions, please call us 

at 304-478-3533.

Cortland Cont. From Front Page

Trail Cont. From Front PageShopping Cont. From Front Page

News of Record
The following property transfers have 
been recorded in the Tucker County 
Clerk’s offi  ce:

• Jeff rey William Anderson and Julia Anne 
Geraldine Anderson, Davis District, 2.00 
acres Canaan Mountain to Sean R. Sullivan 
and Amanda D. Sullivan, $289,000.

• Allen H. Loughry II and Lisa Ann Loughry, 
Clover, 28,118 sq. ft. to Linda Loughry, $0.

• Theresa M. Haupt and Susan A. Koons, 
Licking, 22.77 acres to Robin K. Haupt and 
Theresa Haupt, $0.

• David L. Wyant and Deborah A. Wyant, Dry 
Fork, Unit 60 Deerfi eld Condos to Christo-
pher Wade, Jamie Jacobs, J. Keith Wade 
and Kathy Wade, $284,000.

• Albert Bigelow Harvey/Trustee, Sandra 
June Harvey/Trustee; Harvey Family Trust, 
Unit C-102 Herzwood Condos to KI Canaan 
LLC, $179,000.

• EXR LLC, Parsons Corporation, Lot 5, Pt. 
Lot 6, Pt. Lot 6 (residue of Lot 6) and Pt. Lot 
7 to Dartanion J. Weese, $3,000.

• Jacob Harman and Victoria Harman, Dry 
Fork, Lot 3 at Winterset to GAP Holdings 
LLC, $525,000.

• Land of Canaan, Dry Fork, Unit A6 Week 33 
to David Burr and Sharon Burr, $600.

• Land of Canaan, Dry Fork, Unit B4 Week 27 
Lochoa to Randall Jones, II, $750.

• Lheureux Family Trust, Dry Fork, Lot 16 at 
Northface to Giovanna Ban and Michael 
Smith, $590,000.

• James Gill and Deborah Gill, Dry Fork, 
Lot 6 at Jenningston to Courtney Nugent, 
$67,500.

• Frank Winchell and Inna Winchell, Davis 
District, Unit No. 2 to Alexander Goddard 
and Marissa Clingen, $150,000.

• Joy V. Fansler, Black Fork, 39.75 acres to Melissa 
L. Southern and Nicholas M. Southern, $0.

166  Main St. 
Parsons, WV
681-399-9200

Dinner specials starting at 4 pm

Open daily 6 a.m. – 8 p.m.

Carry out and free delivery 
within 5 mile radius.
Take-out Available.
Family meals are available. 

Check facebook page for more details.

FILLER
TAXIDERMY

304-290-8598

At home or on the go: social security is online 
By Vince Petrice 
Social Security Manager in Elkins, WV

When you retire, if you become 

disabled, or if someone you depend 

on dies, we are there when you need 

us.  You can access your information, 

benefi ts, and important services from 

just about anywhere with your per-

sonal and secure my Social Security 

account.  With your my Social Secu-

rity account, you can:

• Compare future benefi t esti-

mates for diff erent dates or 

ages when you may want to 

begin receiving benefi ts. 

• Check the status of your ben-

efi ts application or appeal.

• Review your earnings history.

• Request a replacement Social 

Security card (in most states). 

• If you already receive benefi ts, 

you can also:

• Get a benefi t verifi cation or 

proof of income letter.

• Set up or change your direct 

deposit.

• Change your address. 

• Request a replacement Medi-

care card.

• Get a Social Security 1099 

form (SSA-1099).

You can even use your my Social 

Security account to opt out of receiv-

ing certain notices by mail, includ-

ing the annual cost-of-living adjust-

ments notice and the income-related 

monthly adjustment amount notice.  

These notices are now available in 

your Message Center when you sign 

in to your account.  We will send you 

an email that a new message is wait-

ing for you, so you never miss an 

important update.

It’s easy to sign up for a my Social 

Security account.   Please let your 

friends and family know that they can 

create their own my Social Security

account today at www.ssa.gov/myac-

count. 

Gas Prices Decrease in West Virginia; 
Crude Prices Continue to Drop   

The average price for gasoline 

across Northern West Virginia is two 

cents lower at $3.313 per gallon, 

according to AAA East Central’s Gas 

Price Report.    

•  This week’s average prices: 
Northern WV Average    $3.313

• Average price during the week of 
November 15, 2021   $3.330

• Average price during the week of 
November 23, 2020 $2.110

The following is a list of the aver-
age prices in several West Vir-
ginia locations:

• $3.369       Bridgeport
• $3.314       Clarksburg

• $3.311       Huntington
• $3.393       Martinsburg
• $3.294       Morgantown
• $3.199       Parkersburg
• $3.280       Weirton
• $3.345       Wheeling 

Trend Analysis:
After stubbornly staying above $80 

a barrel since Labor Day, the price 

of crude oil tumbled this week into 

the mid-$70s.Lower crude prices are 

refl ected in today’s national average 

price for a gallon of gas, down a penny 

since last week to $3.40. As AAA proj-

ects more than 48 million Americans 

will hit the road this Thanksgiving 

week, motorists will be paying $1.29 

more for a gallon of gas than a year 

ago and 81 cents more than in 2019. 

According to new data from 

EIA, total domestic gasoline stocks 

decreased by 700,000 barrels to 212 

million barrels last week. Gasoline 

demand also dropped slightly from 

9.26 million barrels per day to 9.24 

million barrels per day. The decrease 

in demand, alongside stocks, has 

helped to steady pump prices. How-

ever, gasoline prices will likely remain 

elevated as long as oil prices are near 

or above $75 per barrel.

Motorists can fi nd current gas prices 

nationwide, statewide, and county-

wide at GasPrices.AAA.com.

legitimately match the 

known retailer’s website. 

These tips will help con-

sumers identify fraudulent 

websites or illegitimate 

coupon off ers hastily cre-

ated to steal money and 

personal information.

Consumers should rely 

upon secure payment sys-

tems, avoid money trans-

fers to unknown people 

and make sure any pay-

ment website starts with 

“https://,” as the “s” indi-

cates a secure page.

Anyone who feels as 

though they have been 

scammed while shop-

ping should call the Attor-

ney General’s Consumer 

Protection Division at 

1-800-368-8808, the East-

ern Panhandle Consumer 

Protection Offi  ce in Mar-

tinsburg at 304-267-0239 

or visit the offi  ce online at 

www.wvago.gov.

Moore said. “We sponsor 

bingo every month, and 

that’s something the resi-

dents truly love. We also 

purchase each resident a 

gift from Santa Claus to 

open Christmas morning.”

The special ‘Light Up 

a Life’ virtual ceremony 

to light the tree is set for 

Wednesday, Dec. 8 at Cort-

land Acres. It will be posted 

online afterward for people 

to view. The names of all 

honorees are read during 

the ceremony and will be 

printed in a book placed in 

the dining room.

Moore hopes the Friends 

of Cortland Acres can 

resume the monthly resi-

dent outings and meetings 

at the beginning of the new 

year. 

“We would love to have 

more members in our 

Friends group,” Moore 

said. “It’s a great way 

to give back to the com-

munity, and the residents 

really enjoy our activities.”

The Cortland Acres cam-

pus includes a 94-bed long-

term care facility, inpatient 

and outpatient rehabilita-

tion, and programs, rental 

apartments in Pineview 

and homes in The Pines. 

For more information on 

the ‘Light Up a Life’ event 

or to join the Friends of 

Cortland Acres, call 304-

463-4181 or  visit www.

cortlandacres.org.

botanicals. “Our aim is to 

help create new economic 

opportunities for landown-

ers and farmers who are 

implementing long-term 

sustainable woodlot man-

agement plans that priori-

tize the diversifi cation of 

agroforestry products.”

Julia Flint, the new WV 

Forest Farming Initiative 

Coordinator based at the 

Yew Mountain Center, will 

be reaching out to prospec-

tive partners to help cre-

ate and participate in the 

Mountain Medicine Trail. 

“There are many oppor-

tunities for local busi-

nesses to become involved. 

We hope to include forest 

farmers, producers, as well 

as retail, lodging locations, 

and educational sites. The 

goal is to create a net-

work of destination sites 

throughout the three coun-

ties.” 

Julia noted that they are 

in the beginning planning 

stages of this initiative and 

want to include input from 

potential partners and those 

interested in the project. 

Anyone who wants to learn 

more or is interested in 

becoming a partner on the 

Mountain Medicine Trail 

can email Julia at julia.

yewmountain@gmail.com. 
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START YOUR WEEK AT WORSHIP

The
 following merchants 

urge you to attend your 
chosen house of worship 

this sabbath.
Parsons  Advocate

Kingsford Manufacturing Co.

The Grant County Bank

Mountain Valley Bank, NA

www.mountainvalleybank.com
Member FDIC

Jim’s All Star Foods

WV Paving Company
“Builders of Highways & Byways”

Stevens’ Florist
120 Poplar St., Parsons, WV 26287

(304) 478-2161

If you do not have a church,
we invite you to consider

St. John’s United Methodist Church
River St., Parsons, WV 26287

(304) 478-2620

D E A D L I N E  8 A M  M O N D A Y

Plan upstream towards 
steady income downstream

We can help you design a distribution strategy aimed at 
preserving your savings and helping to ensure your income 

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member 
 

© 

The Shenandoah Group
of Wells Fargo Advisors

117 N Braddock St Ste 100
Winchester, VA 22601

jennie.morrow@wfadvisors.com
www.shenandoahgroup.com

Investment and Insurance Products:

NOT FDIC Insured NO Bank Guarantee MAY Lose Value

St. Paul’s Church is looking for new or 

gently used toys for the annual toy drive.  

Drop off points are St. Paul’s parking lot or 

from Nov. 29 through Dec. 5.

Dec. 6 – 12 at St. Paul’s Fellowship Hall.  

or texting Melissa Scott at 304-621-7281 

or Marie Barr at 304-621-5133.

St. Paul’s

 Adam Ray Arbogast

Adam Ray Arbogast, age 

37 years, a resident of the 

Pheasant Run Community, 

Kerens, WV departed this 

life Thursday, November 

25, 2021, at his home. 

He was born Tuesday, 

November 2, 1984, at 

Elkins, WV, a son of Cle-

tus Ray and Rebecca Sue 

Vandevender Arbogast.  

Surviving are one 

daughter, Amberlynn Rose 

Arbogast; several aunts, uncles and cousins.

He was a graduate of Tucker County High School with 

the class of 2003.  He attended the Corrections Academy 

and had worked at Huttonsville Correctional Center and 

Timberline Resort as a guard.  He was an E.M.T. and was 

currently working at the Tucker County 911 Center as 

dispatcher and Code Enforcement Offi  cer for the City of 

Parsons, WV.  He was a member of the Parsons Volunteer 

Fire Department for over twenty years. He attended the 

Irons Chapel Church. Adam had a knack at working elec-

tronics and enjoyed riding ATV’s and hunting and fi shing.  

He enjoyed spending time at the fi re department with his 

friends, and he especially enjoyed spending time with his 

family and his daughter.

The family will receive friends at the Lohr & Barb 

Funeral Home of Parsons on Wednesday from 4 PM to 

7 PM.  fi nal rites will be conducted at the funeral home 

on Thursday, December 2, 2021, at 11 AM.  The Rever-

end Justin Jones and The Reverend J. Michael Lantz will 

offi  ciate and interment will follow at the Parsons Fam-

ily Cemetery at Shavers Fork.  The family suggest that 

expressions of sympathy be in the form of contributions 

to the Parsons Volunteer Fire Dept., 216 Main Street, Par-

sons, WV 26287.   The Lohr & Barb Funeral Home is in 

charge of the arrangements for Adam Ray Arbogast. Con-

dolences may be expressed to the family at www.lohrbarb-

funeralhome.com.

Dixie Lee Goff  Gutmann

Dixie Lee Goff  Gutmann, 

age 84 years, a resident of 

Elkins, WV departed this 

life Wednesday afternoon, 

November 24, 2021 at the 

Elkins Rehabilitation & 

Care Center at Elkins, WV.  

She had been in declining 

health.

She was born Monday, 

August 9, 1937 at Parsons, 

WV a daughter of the late 

Franklin “Frank” and Val-

lie Virginia Cosner Goff .  On May 30, 1958 at Parsons, 

WV she was married to Ronald Ludwig Gutmann, who 

preceded her in death July 22, 2002.  Surviving are one 

son, Chip Gutmann of Raleigh, NC; one daughter, Erica 

Lee “Rikki” Mowen and husband David of Charlottesville, 

VA; one sister, Jerri Lynn Snyder of Elkins; several nieces 

and nephews; and several great nieces and nephews.    

Preceding her in death is one brother, Donald Dale Goff .  

She attended the schools of Parsons and was a graduate 

of Parsons High School.  She attended Commercial Art 

School at William & Mary University and later attended 

Davis & Elkins College where she received her degree in 

Nursing.  Along with her husband, they had lived in Mary-

land and Africa before returning to Elkins.  She was an 

Operating Room Registered Nurse at Memorial General 

Hospital and later at Davis Memorial Hospital until her 

disability.  She was a member of the First United Method-

ist Church where she served many years on the administra-

tive board and assisted with the Backpack Program.  She 

was very creative lady with a wonderful sense of humor, 

who enjoyed quilting, canning and cooking.  She had a 

great love for the outdoors, enjoyed her plants, gardening 

and was a Master Gardener.  She enjoyed time at the beach 

and was always furthering her education.  

Dixie’s request for cremation was honored.  A Memo-

rial Service will be held at a later date.  The Lohr & Barb 

Funeral Home is in charge of the arrangements for Dixie 

Lee Goff  Gutmann.  Condolences may be expressed to the 

family at www.lohrbarbfuneralhome.com

Mary Flinn Seligman

Mary Flinn Seligman, 

100 years old, of Canaan 

Valley, WV, passed away 

peacefully at her home on 

November 22, 2021, sur-

rounded by her family and 

supported by Mountain 

Hospice. 

Mary grew up in Bel-

leville, WV, graduated 

from Parkersburg High 

School and trained at St. 

Joseph Hospital School of 

Nursing as a registered nurse. She proudly served during 

World War II as a Navy nurse holding the rank of lieuten-

ant and earning the Victory Medal, American Campaign 

Medal, and the Asiatic-Pacifi c Campaign Medal.

Mary worked as a nurse throughout her life at various 

hospitals and retired as the Plant Nurse from the O. Ames 

Company. After retirement, she served her community in 

various ways, on the Belpre Tree Commission, and for 

Washington Community Action. At 80 she was thrilled to 

accept a job ( and loved the uniform) at the Wayne National 

Forest Visitor Center. Mary enjoyed knitting hats to sell 

and raise money for Fort Belleville Cemetery, a Civil War-

era cemetery she adopted and maintained in Belleville, 

WV.  

Mary was proceeded in death by her husband, Walker 

Seligman; their son, Patrick Walker Seligman, mother, 

Marie Beckett Flinn, Father, Howard Flinn; brother Beck-

ett Flinn, and sister Margaret McDonald. She is survived 

by her brother, John Flinn; children, Pamela Seligman 

Lutz (John), Nanette Seligman of Canaan Valley, WV, and 

Todd J Seligman (Stacy) of Thomas, WV; her grandchil-

dren, Walker Lutz (Robin) of Breckenridge, CO, Athey 

Lutz (Maggie) of Canaan Valley, WV, Jacob Lutz (Lau-

ren) of Leadville, CO, Emily Seligman Fifi eld (Paul) of 

London, UK, Patrick Seligman of Pittsburg, PA, and Vic-

toria Seligman Sindou (Koné) of Brooklyn, NY; and great-

grandchildren Saleh John Lutz, Ragan Lutz, Keller Lutz, 

and Isla Lutz. 

Mary’s secret of longevity was a hot cup of coff ee and a 

good hot dog. She was widowed at a very young age and 

did an amazing job of raising four children on her own 

with much love and devotion. She enjoyed participating 

in her family’s activities: Attending the Davis Farmers 

and Artisan Market where her children showcased their 

businesses: Todd’s TJ’s Bakery and Nanette’s pottery. For 

two generations here she was known as “MaryGram”. She 

loved visiting her grandchildren’s business: Job Farm and 

Still Hollow Distillery and attending her great-grandchil-

dren’s activities at Mountain Laurel.  Mary will be dearly 

missed and always remembered. She was as beautiful 

inside as she was on the outside.

In lieu of fl owers, Mary and her family request that dona-

tions be made to Fort Belleville Cemetery Trust to maintain 

the cemetery. Donations can be mailed to Fort Belleville 

Cemetery, 1109 7th St, Parkersburg, WV 26101. A graveside 

ceremony was offi  ciated by Pastor Cynthia Eakle of Stout 

Memorial United Methodist Church in Parkersburg, WV.

This is a photo of Norman Barney Argil Turner 

(11/14/1943 – 11/3/2021). He was the son of Conley and 

Texie Pennington Turner. He was one of fi ve children, 

siblings include: Howard Turner, Tommy Turner, Nina 

Turner Carr, Twila Turner Smith. He retired as a plant 

manager from Royal Appliance Company of Ohio. He was 

my father, and I was the only child from the relationship 

of Norman and Patricia Ann Bonner. Ideas, comments, 

suggestions, or photos to share, contact Tim Turner (304) 

478-3389.

Carl L. Bible

Carl L. Bible, age 88, 

of Adrian, passed away 

on Saturday, Oct. 2, 2021, 

at ProMedica Charles and 

Virginia Hickman Hospi-

tal.  He was born April 25, 

1933 in Parsons to Osee 

and Elizabeth (Lambert) 

Bible.  On Oct. 6, 1951 he 

married Ollie Carrico who 

survives.  Carl had been 

employed by Brazeway for 

29 years.  He was  employed 

by Manchester Stamping 

and Hoover Trucking.  He enjoyed music and belonged to 

the Dulcimer Club.  Carl was a big Ohio Buckeye fan.  He 

was a member of the Jasper Bible Church.  Carl loved the 

Lord and his family.  

In addition to his wife, Ollie, he is survived by a daugh-

ter, Carla (Peter) Claudia of Adrian, MI; two sons, A. 

David Bible of Galloway, Ohio and Jeff  (Jill) Bible of 

Adrian, MI; one sister, Erma Williams of Ocala, Fla;  one 

brother, Harold Bible of Bowie, Md; six grandchildren, 12 

great-grandchildren and 11 great-great grandchildren.  He 

was preceded in death by his parents, two brothers and 

four sisters.

Update: Gov. Justice 
urges West Virginians 
to get booster shot

During Friday’s briefi ng, 

Gov. Justice highlighted 

that the FDA has now 

offi  cially approved use of 

COVID-19 vaccine booster 

doses in all Americans ages 

18 and older.

Shortly following Fri-

day’s briefi ng, the CDC 

followed suit, opening up 

the booster to tens of mil-

lions more previously vac-

cinated individuals.

“In our last briefi ng on 

Wednesday, I went on a 

bit of a rant about these 

booster shots, telling you 

over and over that, if 

you’re 18 and above and 

it’s been long enough, you 

need to get your booster,” 

Gov. Justice said. “Sure 

as the world, this morning 

the FDA approved booster 

shots for everyone 18 and 

older.”

“If you’re 18 or older 

and you got Pfi zer or Mod-

erna six or more months 

ago, or if you got Johnson 

and Johnson two or more 

months ago, you qualify,” 

Gov. Justice continued. 

“Go to your pharmacy or 

health center and get that 

booster shot. Hopefully, 

this is the encouragement 

we need to move the needle 

a little bit.”

Individuals now may 

choose which vaccine they 

receive as a booster dose. 

Some people may have a 

preference for the vaccine 

type that they originally 

received, and others may 

prefer to get a diff erent 

booster.

West Virginians can go 

 See BOOSTER page 4A
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Booster Cont. From 3A

Glotfelty Tire Center
Your Tire Superstore!

Just 30 minutes from Parsons on the Beverly 5-Lane.

We proudly carry

■ Tires ■ Forklifts ■ Loaders ■ Road Service
■ Tubes ■ Agriculture ■ Shocks/struts ■ Repairing
■ Retail ■ Excavators ■ WV Inspections ■ Retreading
■ Wholesale ■ Mining ■ Brakes ■ Great Prices
■ Two Computer Alignment Machines & ASE/N.I.A.T. Certified Mechanics

Call 304-635-0001
1080 Beverly Pike, S. Elkins

7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Friday
7 a.m. to Noon Saturday

TUCKER COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER 
304-478-6232 304-704-4405

Sponsored by Mountain Valley Bank

FREEDOM. 
TO BE YOU.
If you think oxygen therapy means 
slowing down, it’s time for a welcome 
breath of fresh air.

Introducing the Inogen One family of portable 
oxygen systems.  With no need for bulky 
tanks, each concentrator is designed to keep 
you active via Inogen’s Intelligent Delivery 
Technology.® Hours of quiet and consistent 
oxygen flow on a long-lasting battery charge 
enabling freedom of movement, whether at 
home or on the road. Every Inogen One meets 
FAA requirements for travel ensuring the 
freedom to be you. 

• No heavy oxygen tanks
• Ultra quiet operation
• Lightweight and easy to use
• Safe for car and air travel
• Full range of options and accessories
• FDA approved and clinically validated

Call 1-833-274-3943
for a free consultation 
and info guide.

MKT-P0253

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

TH

E NATION

’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U AR
D

1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

2The leading consumer reporting 
agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” 
Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  
License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  
License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# 
HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  

1-855-995-2490CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Carol Lipscomb Godfrey

Happy 80th Birthday
DECEMBER 1, 2021

35.4% of West Virginia Farmers 
Are Female, Below U.S. Average

Agriculture has his-

torically been one of the 

most important indus-

tries in the U.S., but the 

sector has become less 

prominent over time. 

Farms have become 

more productive thanks 

to improved technol-

ogy, which has changed 

farms’ needs for labor. 

Simultaneously, eco-

nomic opportunities 

in more urbanized 

areas have grown at a 

much greater rate and 

attracted workers away 

from agricultural life. 

As a result, the demo-

graphic profiles of U.S. 

farmers are changing.  

Most notably, farm 

producers—a person 

who is involved in mak-

ing decisions for the 

farm—have been get-

ting older on average. 

According to the 2017 

Census of Agriculture, 

nearly one-third of the 

3.4 million producers 

in the U.S. are 65 or 

older, and an additional 

950,000 are aged 55 to 

64. And fewer young 

people are taking their 

place, with only 284,000 

producers under the age 

of 34. 

But one area where 

the ranks of farmers 

are growing is female 

farmers. From 2012 to 

2017, the number of 

female farm produc-

ers in the U.S. grew 

by more than 250,000, 

while the number of 

male producers declined 

by about 40,000 over 

the same span. Collec-

tively, females today 

farm 388 million acres 

of U.S. farmland and 

are responsible for a 

total of $148 billion in 

agricultural sales.

Division of Highways expands Equipment Training Academy
CHARLESTON, WV – 

The West Virginia Division 

of Highways has expanded 

its Equipment Training 

Academy in Buckhannon to 

include a brand-new class-

room in Parkersburg.

 The existing Equipment 

Training Academy in Buck-

hannon houses two class-

rooms. The DOH recently 

opened a new training facil-

ity at District 3 in Parkers-

burg housing a third.

The Training Academy 

had three CDL courses run-

ning at once – two in Buck-

hannon and one in Parkers-

burg. The DOH holds CDL 

training almost every month 

of the year.

Providing training for 

DOH employees to get a 

commercial driver’s license, 

or CDL, is one of the most 

important courses taught at 

the Training Academy. The 

DOH requires a CDL to oper-

ate any of its trucks heavier 

than 26,000 pounds, in 

addition to bulldozers, 

excavators, road graders, 

and other heavy equipment.

 The facility is intended 

to supplement the main 

academy in Buckhannon 

and is closer for employees 

working in the western part 

of the state.

 “I have to thank District 

3 Engineer Justin Smith 

and Assistant DE Jared 

Evans for helping us get 

up and running in about 

two months,” said Aaron 

Stroud, who oversees the 

Training Academy. 

With work continuing 

in all 55 counties across 

the state, the West Virginia 

Division of Highways and 

the West Virginia Depart-

ment of Transportation 

remind the public of the 

importance of keeping 

everyone safe in work 

zones by keeping “Heads 

up; phones down!” 

Alderson Broaddus 
University Ranks 

High in West Virginia
PHILIPPI, W.Va. - Alderson Bro-

addus University (AB) was recently 

named one of the Best Bachelor Degree 

Colleges in West Virginia and Best 

Master’s Degree Colleges in West Vir-

ginia by the online student resource, 

University Headquarters (HQ). 

Ranked fourth overall in each cat-

egory, AB achieved the highest ranking 

among private, nonprofi t institutions in 

West Virginia. 

“Deciding on a college or university 

to attend is one of the biggest decisions 

a young adult will ever make,” explains 

AB University Provost and Executive 

Vice President of Academic Aff airs Dr. 

Andrea Bucklew. “Gathering sound, 

objective, and unbiased information 

can help set reasonable expectations 

for students before making that fi nal 

decision. The bachelor’s degree and 

master’s degree rankings by HQ only 

confi rm what everyone at AB already 

knows…Alderson Broaddus University 

utilizes small class sizes, low faculty-

to-student ratios, passionate faculty, 

and our close-knit community to edu-

cate our students to be successful con-

tributors to society.”

According to the HQ website, each 

college in the rankings is assessed using 

the same data sources, making the com-

parisons even and consistent. Rank-

ing factors include the cost of tuition, 

admission rates, retention rates, gradu-

ation rates, the total number of pro-

grams off ered, online programs off ered, 

student loan default rates, diplomas 

awarded, and the percentage of students 

receiving fi nancial aid. 

For more information about AB, 

visit www.ab.edu.

to any location off ering COVID-19 vac-

cines with your vaccination card to receive 

the booster. If your card has been lost, you 

can request a new one from the DHHR.

Additionally, Friday, Gov. Justice 

announced that 126 lucky young West 

Virginians had been named winners in the 

fi rst week of prize giveaways for the Do it 

for Babydog: Round 3 vaccination sweep-

stakes.

Mauren Fisher of Fairmont won this 

week’s individual grand prize of a $50,000 

Educational Savings Fund, an additional 

25 young West Virginians each won a prize 

of a $10,000 Educational Savings Fund, 

and another 100 individuals each won a 

Lifetime Hunting and Fishing License. 

Online registration to be eligible to win 

in the next prize drawing will remain open 

until Sunday, Nov. 28, at 11:59 p.m. EST. 

Winners will be announced the week of 

Nov. 29.

Additional giveaways will also be held 

during the week of Dec. 6 and the week of 

Dec. 13.

Do it for Babydog: Round 3 is open to 

all West Virginians age 5-18 who have 

received at least one dose of the COVID-

19 vaccine. Children age 5-17 must have 

parental consent to be vaccinated and to 

register. (Those who previously registered 

for Round 1 and/or Round 2 of the vacci-

nation sweepstakes are required to register 

again to be eligible for Round 3.)
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Puzzle answers page 3B
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Max 71° F

Min  18° F
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Week  0.26”

November 2.24”

2021 42.68”

U.S. Forest Service

Nov. 16 - Nov. 23
Weather Totals

Nursery Bottom
Parsons
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Thanksgiving is over and Christ-

mas is almost here.  Five weeks until 

another year is under our belts.  It is hard 

to believe that it is going to be the year 

2022, never thought I would live to see it.  

I am still waiting to bag my big buck.  

Momma Said, “Patience is a  virtue.”  I 

will do my best and hope I at least get 

to see a big one.  I don’t know how 

many more years I will be able to get 

out and traverse the woods and try for a 

big buck.  I would like to beat the one I 

have on the wall, which is an eight point.  

Even if it is another eight I hope it will 

be bigger than the one I have.

If I am not lucky it will still be a treat 

just to get back into the woods once 

again.  I have always loved nature and 

you can certainly emerce yourself in it 

when the squirrels are running around 

and the birds are singing.  I always seem 

to get around a woodpecker somehow 

and it is a treat listening to it pecking for 

worms and bugs.

I hope everyone had a great Thanks-

giving and remembered to send prayers 

to our soldiers, fi rst responders and 

to the loved ones not able to be at our 

tables this year.  Momma Said, “Never 

forget.”

  

Almond Coconut Cookies
 Ingredients
• 14 oz. sweetened 

coconut fl akes

• 14 oz. sweetened con-

densed milk

• ⅔ cup lightly chopped 

almonds

• 2 cups semi sweet-

ened chocolate chips

Instructions
1. Heat your oven to 350 

degrees F or 177 C.

2. Add the coconut 

fl akes, condensed 

milk, almonds, and 

chocolate chips to a 

large mixing bowl.

3. Using a spatula, mix 

until well combined.

4. Place the mixture in 

the fridge for 15 min-

utes or so until it sets.

5. Using a large ice 

cream scoop, pick up 

a level scoop, and place it on a baking 

tray lined with parchment paper.

6. Leave lots of space in between as they 

will expand.

7. Flatten them down a bit with your 

hand.

8. Place in the oven for about 12 to 15 

minutes.

9. Remove the cookies from the oven 

and allow them to cool completely.

10. Serve and enjoy your coconut almond 

cookies.

Full Board Meeting

The Region VI Workforce Develop-

ment Full Board will meet Thursday, 

Dec. 9 at 10:30 a.m. at the Marion 

County Convention & Visitors Bureau 

located in Pleasant Valley.  For more 

information about the meeting, contact 

Maria Larry at 304-368-9530.  Region 

VI is an Equal Opportunity Employer/

Program.  Auxiliary aids and services 

are available upon request for individu-

als with disabilities.  If you have a hear-

ing impairment and need assistance, 

please call WV Relay 7-1-1. 

Annual Holiday Market  

The 9th Annual Holiday Market will 

be Saturday, December 4 from 10 a.m. 

- 6 p.m. at Davis Fire Hall. Sponsored 

by: Highland Market and Davis Farm-

ers and Artisan Market.  Featuring local 

crafters and artisans. 

Tucker County DEC 
Happenings

• Meeting: The Tucker County DEC 

will hold its regular 4th Quarter 

meeting via zoom on December 13 

at 6 p.m.  Meeting ID: 823 3790 

5992 Passcode: 363722. Hosted 

by Michael McClintock. Call 478-

1046 for more information

• Fall fundraiser: Fall fundraiser at the 

“Old Shop and Save” in Davis (533 

William Ave.) Saturday December 

4 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Christmas 

Trees, Hand made wreaths, Bake 

Sale and Rummage Sale. Proceeds 

benefi t the Tucker County DEC.

• Build Back Better Rally: The 

TCDEC will host an informational 

Build Back Better rally at the “Old 

Shop and Save” in Davis Saturday 

December 4 from 3 to 4 p.m. Speak-

ers will include Mary Ann Claytor, 

Sam Petsonk, and Cody Thompson.

Charleston WV – The 

following events happened 

on these dates in West Vir-

ginia history. To read more, 

go to e-WV: The West 
Virginia Encyclopedia at 

www.wvencyclopedia.org.

Dec. 1, 1797: Journal-

ist and politician John 

S. Gallaher was born in 

Martinsburg. He owned 

or managed several Whig 

newspapers and was instru-

mental in establishing the 

free school system in Vir-

ginia. He played a promi-

nent role in having early 

railroads routed through 

the Eastern Panhandle.

Dec. 2, 1859: John 

Brown was hanged at 

Charles Town in Jeff erson 

County. Maj. Thomas J. 

Jackson, later nicknamed 

‘‘Stonewall,’’ was among 

those commanding the Vir-

ginia forces standing guard 

at the execution of the abo-

litionist who led the raid at 

Harpers Ferry.

Dec. 2, 1933: The 

Charles Town Race Track 

opened shortly after West 

Virginia legalized racing 

and parimutuel betting. The 

Jeff erson County complex 

contained 22 buildings and 

included 12 stables.

Dec. 3, 1787: James 

Rumsey demonstrated the 

steam engine he invented 

on the Potomac River near 

Shepherdstown. This was 

20 years before Robert Ful-

ton’s boat, though the Ful-

ton design was more prac-

tical, and it is Fulton who 

is honored today as the 

inventor of the steamboat.

Dec. 3, 1871: States-

man Newton Diehl Baker 

was born in Martinsburg. 

Appointed by President 

Woodrow Wilson, Baker 

served as secretary of war 

from 1916 to 1921. Baker 

oversaw U.S. involvement 

in World War I. 

Dec. 3, 1921: Operatic 

soprano Phyllis (Smith) 

Curtin was born in Clarks-

burg. She made her debut 

with the New York City 

Opera in 1953, where she 

sang both classical and 

modern repertoire.

Dec. 3, 1949: WSAZ-

TV provided the fi rst tele-

cast of a Marshall College 

(now University) basket-

ball game.  The television 

station, the 72nd in the 

nation and the fi rst in West 

Virginia, was an affi  liate of 

WSAZ radio station. 

Dec. 4, 1901: Construc-

tion of the present Cabell 

County courthouse was 

completed. An extensive 

remodeling was completed 

in 1940.

Dec.  4, 1883: Social 

reformer Stella Fuller was 

born Stella Lawrence Cre-

means in Point Pleasant. In 

the 1940s, Fuller opened 

a relief operation on Hun-

tington’s Washington Ave-

nue. Eventually, the Stella 

Fuller Settlement expanded 

into the area’s largest haven 

for the disadvantaged and 

homeless. 

Dec. 5, 1892: Daniel D. 

T. Farnsworth died at the 

age of 73 in Buckhannon. 

As state senate president, 

Farnsworth succeeded 

Governor Boreman, who 

resigned in the last days of 

his term after being elected 

as a U.S. senator by the 

state legislature. 

Dec. 6, 1814: Tyler 

County was formed. The 

county was named for John 

Tyler, governor of Virginia 

(1808–11) and father of 

President John Tyler.

Dec. 6, 1865: Artist 

Annie Virginia Latham 

Bartlett was born in Graf-

ton. Her clay sculptures 

included conventional 

busts as well as fi gurines 

interpreting West Virgin-

ia’s historic and cultural 

past, with such titles as 

‘The Moonshiner.’’

Dec. 7, 1940: Radio sta-

tion WAJR-AM in Morgan-

town began broadcasting. 

In 1949, it became the fl ag-

ship station for a statewide 

network (now the Moun-

taineer Sports Network) 

distributing broadcasts of 

West Virginia University 

football and basketball 

games. 

e-WV: The West Virginia 
Encyclopedia is a project of 

the West Virginia Humani-

ties Council. For more 

information, contact the 

West Virginia Humanities 

Council, 1310 Kanawha 

Blvd. E., Charleston, WV 

25301; (304) 346-8500; or 

visit e-WV at www.wven-

cyclopedia.org. 

Dec. 7, 1941: The Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor. The 
USS West Virginia suff ered massive damage from tor-
pedoes and bombs. Two offi  cers, including the cap-
tain, and 103 crew members died.
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Your Community. Your Health.

stgeorgeclinic.org

Opening 
Soon in

Canaan Valley

Medical Clinic
Pharmacy

Behavioral Health
Dental

Physical Therapy

We’re Coming Back!
The Parsons TOPS Club will 

ll be held on Mondays 

 Weigh-in at 4:30 p.m.

 Membership is $33.92 per year which 

In Tucker County, local children will go
cold this winter without your help.

Just what is 
WARM THE CHILDREN FUND?

WARM THE
CHILDREN FUND is neighbors helping
neighbors in Tucker County. The Parsons
Advocate is asking readers to donate to
the fund and the proceeds will be used to
buy new warm winter clothing for local 

fees. All the money donated is used to 
buy new clothing.

purchased?

coordinator has made arrangements with 
a local store and assigns volunteer 
shoppers to take the children and their 
parents shopping. Shoppers will be people 
like you, anyone in the community willing 

this worthwhile cause.

fees. EVERY CENT 

How can I help?
Simply complete the coupon
below and send it with your 

coupon. Thanks for your
generosity. 

 Please check if you do not want your name published on the donor list.

WARM THE CHILDREN FUND
c/o The Parsons Advocate

CLIP & MAIL

70th Wedding 
Anniversary

Jim Felton, originally from Parsons, and Marilyn 

Marine, originally from Holloway, MI, were mar-

ried by Pastor Trout of St. Mark Lutheran Church in 

Auburn, IN on Dec. 1, 1951.  They lived the majority 

of their married lives in Tecumseh, MI, and Tupelo, 

MS. They have three daughters, Jan (Rick) Clewis 

of Onsted, MI; Pam Wells of Spring, TX; and Vickie 

Felton of Tecumseh, MI, as well as fi ve grandchildren 

and six great grandchildren.

Jim and Marilyn are celebrating their 70th wedding 

anniversary on Dec 1, 2021 with family and friends. 

Capito, Manchin Legislation to 
Improve Transparency at VA 

Medical Centers Becomes Law
Last week, legislation authored 

by U.S. Senators Shelley Moore 

Capito (R-W.Va.) and Joe Manchin 

(D-W.Va.) to improve transparency 

at VA medical centers was signed 

into law by President Joe Biden. 

This law will now require the Sec-

retary of Veterans Aff airs (VA) to 

submit to Congress a report on the 

use of security cameras in VA medi-

cal facilities.  

“Our veterans have made un-

imaginable sacrifi ces on behalf of 

our freedom, and they deserve ac-

cess to safe, reliable, and trustwor-

thy care at our VA medical centers. 

What happened at the Clarksburg 

VAMC in 2017 and 2018 was an un-

acceptable lapse in leadership and 

accountability. This is an incredibly 

urgent matter, and I’m thankful that 

my colleagues have recognized the 

need for additional, comprehensive 

oversight from the Department of 

Veterans Aff airs. With the president 

signing this legislation into law to-

day, we are taking an important step 

in the right direction, however, at 

the same time, we must continue to 

remain vigilant against evil attacks 

on our veterans and push for the ut-

most level of transparency,” Sena-

tor Capito said. 

“Over the past several years, 

West Virginia Veterans have lost 

faith in the VA system due to the 

murders of at least seven Veterans 

at the Clarksburg VAMC and the 

negligence that allowed this heart-

breaking tragedy to occur. It’s our 

responsibility to ensure that when 

our Veterans return home, they re-

ceive the quality care they deserve 

from our VA facilities,” Senator 

Manchin, member of the Senate 

Veterans Aff airs Committee, said. 

“Today, President Biden signed 

our bipartisan legislation into law, 

requiring the VA to submit a report 

on the use of security cameras at VA 

facilities. This is a good fi rst step in 

restoring our Veterans’ confi dence 

in the VA medical centers, but we 

have a long way to go and I am 

committed to ensuring every Vet-

eran has access to the safe, quality 

healthcare they deserve.”

Division of Highways declares war on 
rust to prolong the life of equipment

CHARLESTON, WV – The West 

Virginia Division of Highways is 

prolonging the life of its equipment 

and saving money by undercoating 

state vehicles.

“I chased snowplows most of my 

career,” said Kevin Linger, anti-cor-

rosion manager for the DOH Equip-

ment Division in Buckhannon. “The 

biggest problem we see is rust.”

Linger spent 20 of his 32 years 

with the DOH as a mechanic, so he’s 

seen fi rst-hand what rust and cor-

rosion do to a vehicle. Four years 

ago, he helped set up a program to 

systematically undercoat DOH road 

equipment to extend vehicle life and 

save taxpayers money.

The DOH chose a product called 

Fluid Film to treat the undersides of 

road equipment. The anti-rust and 

anti-corrosion compound was devel-

oped for the marine industry and off -

shore oil rigs.  It contains lanolin as a 

main ingredient.

Every year, the Equipment Divi-

sion undercoats approximately 500 

vehicles. The division has two truck-

mounted spraying units that travel all 

around the state.

Linger said the Equipment Divi-

sion can undercoat 10 or 12 vehicles 

a day.

The division also undercoats every 

new vehicle that comes through the 

gates. 

With work continuing in all 55 

counties across the state, the West 

Virginia Division of Highways and 

the West Virginia Department of 

Transportation remind the public of 

the importance of keeping every-

one safe in work zones by keeping 

“Heads up; phones down!” 
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Your community.
 Your healthcare.

stgeorgeclinic.orgTucker County High Mt. Lions

Tucker Valley Wildcats

Davis Thomas Bears

T

T

DGood Luck!

AREA SCHEDULE:
Wednesday December 1st
• Davis-Thomas Girls’ & Boys’ Basketball @ 

Aurora 6pm

Thursday December 2nd
• Tucker County Girls’ Basketball vs Elkins 

@ Home 5:45pm

• Tucker County Boys’ Basketball Scrimmage 

@ Frankfort 6pm

Friday December 3rd
• Tucker Valley Boys’ Basketball @ Paw Paw 

6pm

Saturday December 4th
• Tucker County Girls’ Basketball @ Notre 

Dame 1pm

• Davis-Thomas Girls’ & Boys’ Basketball vs 

Warm Springs @ Home 1pm

Tuesday December 7th
• Tucker County Girls’ Basketball @ Peters-

burg 5:45pm

• Davis-Thomas Girls’ & Boys’ Basketball vs 

East Hardy @ Home 5pm

Young but talented Lady Mt. Lions 
team to take �loor this season

Photo by Dave Helmick.
2021-2022 TCHS Girls’ Basketball Team: Front row(L-R), Addie Hicks, Macy Helmick, Jayden Moore, Reagan Herron, Kelslynn Whitehair, Emily Snyder, Katie Hicks.  Back 
Row(L-R), Kadie Colebank, Jacey Davis, Brylee Wetzel, Jayden Kuhn, Tabitha Adams, Raven Matthews, Hannah Cussins, Ericka Zirk, Avery Colebank.  Not pictured Olivia 
Williams.  

By Chris George 
TuckerCountySports.Com

HAMBLETON – Last season the Tucker 

County Lady Mountain Lions made a 

strong run in the 2021 West Virginia Girls 

Basketball State Tournament.  After dispos-

ing of Webster County in the Quarterfi nal 

round, the Lady Mountain Lions would lose 

to eventual state champions, Tug Valley in 

the Class A Semifi nals.  

However, a bunch of experience returns 

in 2022.  Still, this remains a young Tucker 

County squad.  Gone are three varsity regu-

lars from a year ago and this season only 

one senior and two juniors are atop the age 

chart this season.   Jayden Kuhn returns 

for her senior season after not playing last 

year.  Kuhn contributed as a varsity player 

during her sophomore season.  She will be 

asked to play both guard positions this sea-

son and has improved heading into her fi nal 

year.  The Juniors are Kadie Colebank and 

Jacey Davis.  Colebank is the leading scorer 

returning for the Lady Mountain Lions this 

season.  Colebank as a sophomore aver-

aged 17.7 ppg.   She will be the leader down 

low in both off ense and defense rebound-

ing this season.  She averaged 14 rebounds 

a game as season ago.  Jacey Davis also 

returns.  Davis started some games last year 

and returns to help Colebank in the front-

court.  Davis averaged 6.5 ppg a season ago.   

These three upperclassmen will be counted 

on for their leadership this season.

Nine sophomores make up the bulk 

of the varsity roster this season.  Macy 

Helmick, Avery Colebank and Brylee Wet-

zel return with varsity experience from a 

season ago.  Helmick was solid both off en-

sively and defensively in 2021.  Running 

the two-guard position, Helmick averaged 

10.2 ppg as a starter.  Avery Colebank is 

known for her outside shooting, and she 

showed that as a freshman getting varsity 

time last season.  She is a much-improved 

overall player in 2022, as she looks to team 

up with her sister Kadie more this season.  

Wetzel is another talented guard who saw 

action a season ago.  Wetzel can play both 

guard spots and is a good shooter beyond 

the 19’9” arc.  These three sophomores are 

joined by a group who all stood out on the 

junior varsity team a season ago.  Tabitha 

Adams and Ericka Zirk will provide qual-

ity depth in the frontcourt this season.  Zirk 

stands over 6 feet tall and does a good job 

altering shots inside.  Both will be key this 

season as they pair with Kadie Colebank 

and Jacey Davis inside.  At guard, Jayden 

Moore, Katie Hicks, Addie Hicks and Han-

nah Cussins will all provide depth and com-

pete for varsity action this season.  The sis-

ter tandem of Katie and Addie are quick as 

cats and will be a force on opposing guards 

this season and both will provide scoring 

as well.  Moore is a talented athlete who 

can play inside and out and can also help 

with scoring and defense.  Cussins likewise 

much of the same as she adds her talents to 

the rest of this deep strong group of sopho-

mores.

There are fi ve freshman that are out 

for the team this season.  Reagan Herron, 

Emily Snyder, Olivia Williams, Raven Mat-

thews and Kelslynn Whitehair.  All these 

talented young ladies will make up this sea-

son’s junior varsity squad to start the sea-

son.  If they continue to grow and improve, 

they could very well move up to the varsity 

roster later this season.

The schedule this season looks like 

schedules of the past.  Head coach Dave 

Helmick and his staff  always loves to chal-

lenge his ladies to a hard tough schedule to 

prepare them for Charleston.   The Lady 

Mountain Lions were scheduled to scrim-

mage Buckhannon-Upshur in Tennerton on 

November 29.  That will be their last tune-

up before the regular season starts Decem-

ber 2 with a home Game with Elkins.  JV is 

set for 5:45 with varsity tipping off  at 7:30 

PM.  Other top games on the schedule this 

season include home matchups with Class 

AAA Lewis County, state tournament con-

tender Gilmer County, plus a strong Peters-

burg team will be on the schedule in Feb-

ruary.  The road portion of the schedule is 

also challenging.  Tucker will hit the road 

to challenge the likes of Notre Dame, Lin-

coln, Philip Barbour, Gilmer County and a 

mid-season tournament at St Mary’s high 

school, where they will take on Cameron in 

the fi rst game.

Coach Helmick returns for 

his 5th season as the Tucker 

County Girls’ Basketball 

Head Coach and his 7th season overall as 

a Head Coach after serving as the TCHS 

Boys’ Basketball Head Coach 2 years prior.  

Helmick looks forward to coaching this 

young and talented group.  Here are his 

thoughts on the upcoming season, “This 

is a young team, but there is some talent 

in this group so that is exciting.”  Helmick 

added, “Practice has been great, the girls’ 

are working hard and they are getting better 

every practice.”   There will be a new assis-

tant coach this year as Carrie Colebank, the 

mother of Kadie and Avery Colebank will 

step in and assist coach Helmick and coach 

the JV team this season.

This should be a fun 2021-2022 sea-

son.  WVRC Media sports broadcaster and 

longtime play by play voice of the Tucker 

County Mountain Lions, Chris George 

will have the play by play of select home 

games on Tucker County’s offi  cial YouTube 

page this season.  The video of the games 

is being sponsored by St. George Medical 

Clinic and the audio play by play will be 

handled by TuckerCountySports.com.  For 

the entire schedule and a link to the You-

Tube page visit tuckerdcountysports.com 

for more information.  

Next week
TCHS Boys' 

Basketball Season 
Preview
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ADVERTISEMENT
Notice is hereby given that ROSE HOLDINGS LLC, 70 COLUMBIA BLVD, CLARKSBURG, WV 

26301 has submitted an application Permit No. Q201489 to the Department of Environmental Protection 
(DEP), 47 School Street, Suite 301, Philippi, WV 26416-1600, in order to add underground mining to the 
current Article 4 quarry permit. Rose Holdings wants the option to conduct underground mining during 
months of the year when surface operations are not feasible.

The operation is discharging into Brushy Fork of Teter Creek of Tygart Valley River of Monongahela 
River and is located near Moatsville in Clover and District of Tucker County, Longitude 79°49’27.4” and 
Latitude 39°11’38.9” (Coordinates from USGS Topographic Map).

*Surface of the area associated herewith is owned by:
Name and Address

Rose Holdings LLC 70 Columbia Blvd, Clarksburg, WV 26301
*and the mineral associated herewith is owned by:

Name and Address
Rose Holdings LLC 70 Columbia Blvd, Clarksburg, WV 26301
*The source of the applicant’s legal right to enter and conduct quarrying operation on the land to be 

covered by this application is by: (e.g., Deed, lease, contract, etc.)
*Surface of the area within 500 feet of the permit area is owned by:

Name and Address
Rose Holdings LLC 70 Columbia Blvd, Clarksburg, WV 26301
Comments on the application shall be in writing and shall identify the applicant and application number 

and be sent to the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) at the address above. Comments received 
by December 17, 2021, or thirty (30) days from date of initial publication, will be considered.

A copy of the application will be available until December 17, 2021, or thirty (30) days from date of 

http://apps.dep.wv.gov/WebApp/_dep/Search/ePermitting/ePermittingApplicationSearchPage.cfm
The above link can be accessed from a computer at all West Virginia public libraries.

DEP Telephone No. 304-457-3219
Include location map including north arrow and longitude/latitude which crosses the permit area.

L E G A L

ADVERTISEMENT (MR-34-BM)
Notice is hereby given that ROSE HOLDINGS LLC, 70 COLUMBIA BLVD, CLARKSBURG, WV 

26301 has submitted an application for the  of Article 11/WVNPDES Permit No. WV1023632 
to the Department of Environmental Protection, 47 School Street, Suite 301, Philippi, WV 26416-1150, in 
order to add deep mining activity to the existing NPDES permit.

The operation will discharge treated storm water into Brushy Fork of Teter Creek of Tygart Valley River 
and is located 5.8 miles southeast of Moatsville in Clover and Cove Districts of Barbour and Tucker Coun-
ties, Longitude 79°49’30” and Latitude 39°11’39” (Coordinates from USGS Topographic Map).

The Department of Environmental Protection is seeking information on private surface water intakes for 
human consumption located in the above listed receiving streams and located down stream of this opera-
tion. Please provide your name, phone number, mailing address, the name of the stream being with the 
intake, and the physical location of the intake. This information needs to be submitted to the address above.

ensure compliance with water quality criteria for all designated uses. Where applicable, Tier 2 protection is 

degradation to the receiving stream(s) for any parameters of concern.
Comments on the Article 11 WV/NPDES application or requests for a public hearing regarding the 

Article 11/NPDES application shall be in writing and if a public hearing is requested shall state the nature 
of the issues proposed to be raised in the hearing. Such written comments or requests should be sent to the 
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) at the address above, and must also reference the Article 
11/NPDES permit number shown above. Comments received by December 17, 2021, or thirty (30) days 
from date of publication, will be considered. A copy of the Article II/WVNPDES application, draft permit 
and fact sheet (if required) will be available for inspection and obtaining copies during normal business 

DEP Telephone No. 304-457-3219 Article 11/NPDES Permit No. WV1023632

L E G A L L E G A L
(2020-S-00000033-Tucker County-FRANK ALT)
To: WILLIAM BILLY HUNT, ROBERT BOBBY HUNT, or heirs at law, devisees, creditors, representa-

have any interest in the subject property.
You will take notice that FRANK ALT, the purchaser of the tax lien(s) on  the following real estate, 

the last day, March 31, 2022, will be as follows:

to March 31, 2022.  

to March 31, 2022. 

the sheriff’s sale to March 31, 2022.

March 31, 2022. 

The Honorable Jacob Kopec, Sheriff and Treasurer of 
Tucker County.

The Honorable John B. McCuskey, State Auditor. 
You may redeem at any time before March 31, 2022, by paying the above total 

less any unearned interest.

County Collections Division, 
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East, Building 1, Room W-114, 

Charleston, West Virginia 25305
Questions please call 1-888-509-6568 option 2

Find the right senior living 
option for your mom or dad 
with our personalized process
Our service is free, as we’re paid by our 
participating communities and providers.

1-888-918-8270

Do you want government 
taking more control?

The West Virginia Legislature is 
considering taking Tucker County 
legal ads and public notices out of 
The Parsons Advocate and onto a 
state government-controlled website in 
Charleston.

Contact your legislator today and tell them you 
want your legal ads and public notices in 
The Parsons Advocate:

(304) 357-7995
randy.smith@wvsenate.gov

Dave Sypolt
(304) 357-7914

dave.sypolt@wvsenate.gov

(304) 340-3396
buck.jennings@wvhouse.gov

Delinquent

Family court

Zoning  

Let Us Help With Your Legal Advertising Needs 
Email: LegalAds@mountainmedianews.com
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CAREER
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING!  Become a Medical Of-
fice Professional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work in 
months!  Call 877-635-0244. The Mis-
sion, Program Information and Tuition 
is located at CareerTechnical.edu/con-
sumer-information.  (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

HELP OUT
DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS. Your 
donation helps fund the search for 
missing children. Accepting Trucks, 
Motorcycles & RV’s too! Fast Free 
Pickup -Running or Not -24 Hour Re-
sponse -Maximum Tax Donation -Call 
(888) 515-3814 

HEALTH/MEDICAL
LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING, 
memory care, or independent living? A 
Place for Mom simplifies the process of 
finding senior living at no cost to your 
family. Call 1-888-918-8270  today!
STROKE AND CARDIOVASCULAR 
DISEASE are leading causes of death, 
according to the American Heart Asso-
ciation. Screenings can provide peace 
of mind or early detection! Contact 
Life Line Screening to schedule your 
screening. Special offer - 5 screenings 
for just $149. Call 1-855-915-3562
DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113
PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRA-
TOR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 833-274-3943’
UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
Life Insurance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses.Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental in-
surance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the details! 

1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258
APPLYING FOR SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY or Appealing a Denied 
Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our 
case managers simplify the process & 
work hard to help with your case.  Call 
1-844-448-0317 FREE Consultation. 
Local Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Bro-
ward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

INTERNET/TV
4G LTE HOME INTERNET Now Avail-
able!  Get GotW3 with lightning fast 
speeds plus take your service with you 
when you travel!  As low as $109.99/
mo! 833-586-1598
AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month 
w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 TB of data 
per month. Get More For Your High-
Speed Internet Thing. Ask us how to 
bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc restric-
tions apply. Call us today 1-844-358-
7158.
AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-De-
mand On All Your Favorite Screens. 
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus tax-
es for 12months. Premium Channels 
at No Charge for One Year! Anytime, 
anywhere. Some restrictions apply. W/ 
24-mo. agmt TV price higher in 2nd 
year. Regional Sports Fee up to $8.49/
mo. is extra & applies. Call IVS 1-855-
656-0296
DIRECTV for $69.99/mo for 12 months 
with CHOICE Package. Watch your 
favorite live sports, news & entertain-
ment anywhere. One year of HBO Max 
FREE.Directv is #1 in Customer Sat-
isfaction (JD Power & Assoc.) Call for 
more details! (some restrictions apply) 
Call 1-844-373-2749
DIRECTV NOW. No Satellite Needed. 
$40/month. 65  Channels. Stream 
Breaking News, Live Events, Sports & 
On Demand Titles. No Annual Contract. 
No Commitment. CALL 1-855-767-6026
DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 Chan-
nels! Blazing Fast Internet, $19.99/
mo. (where available.) Switch & Get 
a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE 
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-736-4350
EARTHLINK HIGH SPEED INTER-
NET. As Low As $49.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed Fi-

ber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-866-305-7264
HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTER-
NET - 25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! 
Get More Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Standard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, Call 1-877-
567-2866

 MISCELLANEOUS
$10K+ IN DEBT? Be debt free in 24-48 
months. Pay a fraction of your debt. Call 
National Debt Relief  877-755-1089
LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call today 
for a FREE QUOTE from America’s 
Most Trusted Interstate Movers. Let us 
take the stress out of moving!  Speak 
to a Relocation Specialist, call 888-902-
2365
THINKING ABOUT INSTALLING A 
NEW SHOWER? American Standard 
makes it easy. FREE design consul-
tation. Enjoy your shower again! Call 
1-833-385-1415 today to see how you 
can save $1,000 on installation, or visit 
www.newshowerdeal.com/wvps
HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE, 
Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 Penn-
sylvania Ave., Charleston, WV. Call 
(304) 541-9139 for an appointment.  
THE GENERAC PWRCELL, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installation ser-
vices available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no obligation, 
quote today. Call 1-833-310-1895
BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. 
We want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since 
1920 Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consultation, Produc-
tion, Promotion and Distribution Call for 
Your Free Author`s Guide 1-833-675-
6435 or visit http://dorranceinfo.com/
WV
ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-844-295-2840

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today any of three easy ways:

Call classifieds at this Newspaper
 

Or WVPA at 1-800-235-6881 or Visit www.wvpress.org

NOTICE
ALL STATE PAVING-
Driveways, parking lots, 
basketball courts, resurfac-
ing old asphalt, patchwork, 
seal coating – Machine laid 
and rolled – All Work guar-

anteed – Over 40 years 
experience – Licensed 
and insured- Competitive 
prices and discounts – 
Free Estimates – 304-472-
8097.  WV014137. 
CONTINUOUS GUTTER 
NOW IN STOCK ON A 

MOBILE UNIT. Adkins  
Home Center, Parsons. 
304-478-2488 
WATER WELL PUMPING 
SYSTEMS, SALES AND 
INSTALLATION.  Rowan 
Drilling WV004493  304-636-
5055; 304-940-6544

FOR SALE
LUMP HOUSE COAL.
Adkins Home Center. 304-
478-2488 
FOR SALE – 2001 Dutch 
mobile home 14x64 situ-
ated on 1.55 acres located 
in the Brushy Fork area 
near the Barbour/Tucker 
County line. Please p hone 
304-457-4672.

   

L E G A L
I have before me the accounts of the Executor or Administrator of 

the estates of the following deceased persons:
Deceased  Personal Representative(s)
Mildred G. Eshelman Betsy Edwards-Martin
1st publication 11/24/21 303 Main Ave.
2nd publication 12/1/21 Weston, WV 26452
Marion William Bilby Marian L. Tripp
1st publication 11/24/21 7800 Chadwell Rd.
2nd publication 12/1/21 Huntsville, AL 35802
Velma Virginia Roy Risha D. McGill
1st publication 11/24/21 4537 Jericho Rd.
2nd publication 12/1/21 Point Pleasant, WV 25650
  And
 Michelle D. Phillips
 58 Trix Court
 Ranson, WV 25438
Sheldon Richard Whetzel Shelia DeVilder
1st publication 11/24/21 793 Blackman Flats Rd.
2nd publication 12/1/21 Hambleton, WV 26269

must make a complaint to the Tucker County Commission, Tucker 
County Clerk, 211 First St., Suite 205, Parsons, WV. Any person ob-

service of the notice, whichever is later.
ATTEST: SHERRY SIMMONS, TUCKER COUNTY CLERK

NOTICE
Tucker County Commission will 
be leasing space for storage of 
campers at Camp Kidd, Holly 
Meadows, for $50.00/month. 
Space is currently available 
from December 1, 2021 through 
March 31, 2022. Payments must 
be made in advance. Please con-
tact Tucker County Commission 
at 304-614-8333 with questions 
or to lease a space.

L E G A L

ADMISSIONS
CLERK

WE ARE  
 HIRING!

For more information, visit 
www.CortlandAcres.org 
or contact Lois Nelson at 

304-463-4181.

Cortland Acres has an immediate 
job opening with benefits for a 

full-time Admissions Clerk. 

I have before me the accounts of the Executor or Administrator of 
the estates of the following deceased persons:

Deceased Personal Representative(s)
Nellie Ruth Auvil Terri L. Nida
1st publication 12/1/21 159 Carriage Loop
2nd publication 12/8/21 Philippi, WV 26416

-

service of the notice, whichever is later.

L E G A L

HELP WANTED
The Ski Barn in Canaan Valley is looking 

for seasonal, full-time and part-time 
employees with day and evening shifts 

available.  Stop in for application.
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COVID & FLU SHOTS
Available at

Community Care 
Pharmacy

By Appointment Only

304.478.2319
Hours:

Mon-Fri 9am - 5pm
Car Service Available

371 William Ave • Davis, WV 26260
Located Inside Shop ‘n Save

In Tucker County, local children will go
cold this winter without your help.

Just what is 
WARM THE CHILDREN FUND?

WARM THE
CHILDREN FUND is neighbors helping
neighbors in Tucker County. The Parsons
Advocate is asking readers to donate to
the fund and the proceeds will be used to
buy new warm winter clothing for local 

fees. All the money donated is used to 
buy new clothing.

purchased?

coordinator has made arrangements with 
a local store and assigns volunteer 
shoppers to take the children and their 
parents shopping. Shoppers will be people 
like you, anyone in the community willing 

this worthwhile cause.

fees. EVERY CENT 

How can I help?
Simply complete the coupon
below and send it with your 

coupon. Thanks for your
generosity. 

 Please check if you do not want your name published on the donor list.

WARM THE CHILDREN FUND
c/o The Parsons Advocate

CLIP & MAIL

Gov. Justice is counting on local governments to help fund 
his $1 billion broadband plan. That’s news to them. 

By Douglas Soule 
for Mountain State Spotlight

This story was originally published by 
Mountain State Spotlight. For more sto-
ries from Mountain State Spotlight, visit 

www.mountainstatespotlight.org.

Two weeks ago, when Gov. Jim Justice 

announced his billion-dollar broadband 

plan, two dozen people stood behind him, 

shoulder to shoulder. Not one of them rep-

resented the local governments that Justice 

is counting on to chip in a big chunk of 

that money. 

The governor and his team want coun-

ties and cities from across West Virginia to 

contribute at least $100 million of Ameri-

can Rescue Plan money to the broadband 

eff ort. But some local leaders now say they 

have been left in the dark about Justice’s 

plan, and the state’s expectation that they 

will help fund it.

“I heard [about the plan] at the same 

time everybody else did,” said Jennifer 

Piercy, executive director of the County 

Commissioners’ Association of West Vir-

ginia. “We’re a key stakeholder, and we 

should be part of that conversation.” 

Piercy wants to make sure they get a 

seat at the table as plans are developed, 

especially with something as important as 

broadband. 

“We’ve only got one shot at this, and it’s 

a lot of money, and this could make a huge 

diff erence in the lives of West Virginians,” 

she said. “I want to make sure it’s done 

correctly.” 

When Mercer County Commis-

sioner Greg Puckett learned about the 

plan announced two weeks ago, he was 

shocked.

“It said it would involve local eff orts,” 

he said. “But, to my knowledge, certainly 

no one called me.”

Cindy Whetsell, Lewis County admin-

istrator and director of the Lewis County 

Economic Development Authority, said 

county offi  cials haven’t discussed how 

to use their American Rescue Plan funds. 

They’re waiting for the fi nal spending 

guidance to be released.  And she said she 

hadn’t heard about the $100 million local 

expectation. 

“I do think conversations alluding to 

utilization of funds that are not under your 

control should take place with the stake-

holders,” Whetsell said.

Nitro Mayor David Casebolt said his 

city would also be interested in working 

with the state on broadband projects, but 

hadn’t had any discussions with the state 

about it.

“We have had zero communication with 

the state on how the cities are to intertwine 

[with] this program,” he said. “We have no 

idea of how we fi t in this.”

‘The crux of the matter’
Justice’s plan includes a combination of 

funds from federal, state and local govern-

ments. 

State Economic Development Secre-

tary Mitch Carmichael said a focus of the 

upcoming broadband projects is coordi-

nating with local governments so there’s 

no overlapping builds and all the money 

involved is used to its greatest extent.

“It’s the crux of the matter,” he said. 

“Local governments know their constitu-

ents the best and their areas the best.”

Vic Sprouse, broadband and economic 

development specialist for the West Vir-

ginia Department of Economic Devel-

opment, said state offi  cials try to spread 

the word about informational webinars 

and other discussions around broadband 

eff orts.

“And so, while you can always do a bet-

ter job communicating, we feel that we 

push out [and try] to over communicate to 

folks,” Sprouse said. “So it’s disappointing 

if a county felt like they didn’t hear.”

Carmichael said while the announce-

ment was made to counties and cities at the 

same time as everyone else, the broadband 

programs that include local governments 

should have been known by local lead-

ers in advance. He said if anyone wants 

to know more, they can go to the website, 

listen in to future webinars his department 

hosts or give his team a call. 

“We want to be able to help provide guid-

ance and direction and help them design 

their networks, submit their plans, refi ne 

those plans, and then hit the most number 

of citizens we can with new internet ser-

vice, because the entire focus of this pro-

gram is to serve those who are unserved,” 

Carmichael said. 

Looking ahead
Piercy hopes if her organization and 

counties push, they can partner with the 

state and get their questions answered. 

The County Commissioners’ Association 

of West Virginia recently created a broad-

band caucus to help spread information to 

association members and to help create 

that conversation. 

“I feel like it’s our responsibility to keep 

pushing,” she said. “We have to keep mak-

ing them aware that we’re here. And that 

we need to be a part of the conversation.”

She said they’re attending webinars 

over the next couple of weeks held by the 

Department of Economic Development 

that might clear up remaining confusion.

But Puckett points out, “We wouldn’t 

have to have that meeting next week if we 

all knew from the start. I guess that’s my 

frustration.”

Some county leaders are not as frus-

trated. Kanawha County Commission 

President Kent Carper said while it might 

be unusual to not have some of the infor-

mation about the planned state-local gov-

ernment partnerships, so is the money 

itself. 

“It’s no secret that this money was 

directly allocated to local governments. So 

they know that cities and counties through-

out the state have directly received ARP 

money and have wide discretion with it,” 

he said. “So for that reason, yeah, it’s a lit-

tle unusual, but it’s an unusual program.”

Photo by F. Brian Ferguson
A rusted satellite dish, from days past stands beside an empty home in Frost, WV on Aug. 19, 2020. 
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