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TC Resident Speaks Out Against SALDO

By: Jennifer Britt
The Parsons Advocate

Town of Davis Mayor Alan Tomson 

briefl y spoke to the Tucker County 

Commission about adding a police 

presence in the Davis area. Tomson 

expressed concerns for the traffi  c 

from up to 10,000 visitors and trac-

tor trailer trucks frequenting the area 

especially on holidays and weekends. 

Speeding is major concern as well. 

Tomson informed the Commis-

sioners that the Town of Davis sent 

out a survey to every household and 

the results showed 80 percent of the 

residents want more coverage and 20 

percent do not because they do want 

to have to pay for it. Those residents 

felt it was the County’s responsibility 

to pay for it. Tomson shared that the 

Town Council for Davis has unani-

mously voted to allocate funds from 

sources in the budget to cover addi-

tional Sheriff  coverage.

Tomson said that the Town and its 

residents have seen an increase in 

patrol from the Tucker County Sher-

iff ’s offi  ce and Commissioner Fred 

Davis mentioned seeing an increase 

in the West Virginia State Patrol. 

Tomson also stated that Davis was 

looking into information regarding 

possible grant funds for a Town Offi  -

cer. Tomson stated to the Commis-

sion, “This is a way to move forward 

initially and to learn and see if it truly 

makes a diff erence. And if it does, 

we will look to pursuing something 

more local. We are trying to learn as 

we go.”

Guest speaker Patricia Wood 

expressed her concerns regarding the 

Subdivision and Land Developing 

Ordinance (SALDO) for rural areas.  

Wood stated that with cities grow-

ing there is nowhere for them to go 

except to the rural parts of the county. 

Wood said, “There is a tread of 

urban straw, where the cities or incor-

porated areas are growing, and they 

are only growing outward into the 

rural areas. The Planning Commis-

sion has not had an ordinance since its 

creation 31 years ago. Now they want 

to establish these ordinances with 

requirements for further growth. And 

that growth is going to go outward 

and intrude into the rural areas. There 

is going to be a confl ict between the 

developed areas and the rural or agri-

cultural areas.

It is bound to happen that the peo-

Wagner Unhappy 
with City’s Survey
By: Jennifer Britt
The Parsons Advocate

Upon the ending of her probationary period, the City 

of Parsons has decided to severe the relationship with 

Stephanie Murphy as City Administrator and Treasurer. 

It is unclear as to why the City Council reached this 

verdict as matters on the subject were discussed, behind 

closed doors, in executive session. Council member 

Amy Wagner was the only member to vote against the 

non-employment, and Mellissa Jones abstained from 

voting. Yah votes were obtained from Council members 

Bruce Kolsun, Timothy Auvil, and David Greenlief. 

With the yes votes in favor, her probationary employ-

ment was severed at once following the meeting.

Wagner spoke to the Council as a concerned citizen 

and local restaurant business owner about the recent 

survey posted by the City of Parsons on their Facebook 

page. Wagner expressed having the feelings of disre-

spect and complete disregard from the City of Parsons. 

Wagner spoke for herself and several other restau-

rant owners in the Parsons area. Wagner said she would 

like to see the city help her gain more customers instead 

of bringing in more competition that may not work 

together like the current owners in the city do now.

The survey had several questions about what resi-

dents would like to see come to town in the restaurant 

form. The survey also asked such questions as to what 

the residents would like to see on the menu of such 

restaurants. Wagner said to the Council that she would 

have liked to have been given a call before the survey 

was posted and the city should not have been involved. 

The survey in question was presented by the Pro 

Tec, West Virginia Community Development Program 

along with Downtown Appalachia: Revitalizing Rec-

reation Economies (DARRE) and was aimed at work-

ing towards transforming Parsons’ vacant, historic, or 

Johnson Updates Council  on Riverwalk  Park

By: Jennifer Britt
The Parsons Advocate

Pete Johnson from the Davis Riverwalk 

property updated the Davis Town Coun-

cil on the happenings going on with the 

project. To date the Riverwalk has several 

properties sold and recorded. The Heritage 

Distillery and Highland Market building 

are up and running. As well as Blackwa-

ter Bikes with a large addition added to the 

east side of the building. Six home sites 

have been surveyed, sold and recorded. 

One multi-use building has also been 

added. 

The Riverfront area will house planning 

and collaboration opportunities such as 

the Davis Riverwalk tract that will include 

residential, commercial and green spaces. 

The Riverwalk will possibly entertain pub-

lic use possibilities including a new road-

way, boat ramp access to the river, park 

land donated and a foot bridge to Blackwa-

ter Falls State Park with handicap parking. 

The pedestrian bridge will connect an 

access road in Davis and a trail connection 

to the Blackwater River Loop Connector 

Trail. The trail will begin at the bridge in 

Davis, continue through Blackwater Falls 

before moving on to the Pase Point over-

look. From there trail blazers will continue 

their journey to the proposed suspension 

bridge before continuing to the Douglas 

Falls. The trail will wind its way to the 

Company Store before fi nishing at Front 

Street in Thomas. 

The Homeowners Association (HOA) 

portion will have a historical marker area, 

an upper pavilion with parking, and pub-

lic pedestrian egress routes to the trail and 

river. 

Mayor Alan Tomson said the Town of 

Davis was currently holding the building 

permits for the houses in the Riverwalk 

properties until all utilities have been ran 

and road ways were completed. The reason 

for this is the avoidance of past instances 

where properties meaning to be subdivi-

sions did not go as planned. 

Tomson said, “We also have some build-

ing permits that were submitted for the 

Riverwalk Park to build houses that Pete 

Johnson was talking about. The town’s 

position is that all the utilities must be 

built to town specifi cations, approved by 

the town engineer, accepted or approved 

by the town and installed before we will 

let any building permits be issued for those 

houses. We do not want another Tuscan 

Ridge. We want all the utilities and the 

roads put in before construction starts on 

the houses.”

In other business of the Town Council, 

council member Charlotte Wales presented 

an update on the Comprehensive Plan pro-

posed for Davis. Wales said the Planning 

Commission has received the fi ndings 

from the survey sent out to residents of the 

town. All the comments and survey results 

were approved at the Planning Commis-

sion’s meeting. The Planning Commission 

plans to meet again on July 11, 2022, and 

plan to make any revisions and complete 

the next draft before being presenting it to 

the Town Council at their second meeting 

in July.

Tomson said, “The Planning Commis-

sion has been working on this for about 

fi ve years. It is a very slow and detailed 

process. The fi rst four years we worked 

hand in hand with Thomas because the 

Town and the City have similar issues, 

as well as they look and feel very much 

the same. So, once that was done the two 

municipalities separated to work on the 

uniqueness of each of their perspective 

municipalities.

That is where they (Planning Commis-

sion) have gotten to this fi nal point now, 

but I wanted you to understand that we 

have worked in partnership initially with 

Thomas because we do that with a lot of 

things. We have refi ned it now to refl ect 

Davis. That is what the fi nal document 

looks like. 

It is a precursor to a lot of things. Prob-

ably the biggest change is the Planning 

Commission, and the Comprehensive Plan 

are leaning towards is zoning. Zoning 

is to protect all our property rights from 

Town of Davis Mayor Alan 
Tomson requesting more 
police presence in Davis

Tucker County Resident Patricia Wood 
speaking out against the SALDO to the 
TC Commissioners.

TC Prosecuting Attorney Savannah 
Hull Wilkins, TC Commissioners Lowell 
Moore, Mike Rosenau, Fred Davis and 
TC Clerk Sherry Simmons
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Student and Staff Goals Set 

for 2022-23 School Year

By: Jennifer Britt
The Parsons Advocate

As the school year ends, the Tucker 

County Board of Education is still working 

hard to ensure the teaching and administra-

tive staff  are doing what is necessary for 

the success of the students. Principal Kelly 

Thompson and Assistant Principal Cynthia 

Shaff er of TVEMS, Principal Steelie Kisa-

more of DTEMS, and Principal Alex Cork 

of TCHS all presented the board members 

their end of the year fi ndings and strategic 

plans for the upcoming 2022-2023 school 

year.  

Thompson explained that there were 

some serious “Coming to Jesus” moments 

with students and staff  this year because 

they were in mode of COVID. Thomp-

son said, “We have to get that COVID off  

now and start remembering things that we 

did prior to COVID that we forgot until 

recently when we were going over things.” 

One of the main goals TVEMS have 

set  to have at least 10 activities that will 

include the involvement of parents and the 

community. Mindy Parsons, representa-

tive for TVEMS LSIC, reported that the 

main thing parents say they have missed 

because of COVID was the interaction 

in events involving the students. Parsons 

said, “They feel disconnected from the 

TCBOE Members, Theresa Simmons, Cathy Webb, Chris Gross, Jessica Wambsley, 
and Chopper Evans and Superintendent Alicia Lambert along with Executive Sec-
retary Julia Burnside

Tucker County Admin Staff  addressing TCBOE  with strategic plans for the schools’ 
futures.

Pete Johnson providing updates on Riv-
erwalk Park

Overview of Proposed Pedestrian Bridge
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The Parsons Advocate encourages letters 

to the editor. Letters can be mailed to P.O. 

Box 345, Parsons, WV 26287 (envelopes 

must show a return address), faxed to 304-

478-1086, e-mailed to mikie@parsonsad-

vocate.com or dropped off  at our offi  ce at 

219 Central Ave.

Submissions must include a daytime 

telephone number, name and address. This 

is for verifi cation purposes.

Letters can be submitted only once each 

30 days and can not exceed 500 words.

Submitting a letter does not guarantee it 

will be published.  All letters become prop-

erty of The Parsons Advocate.  The Parsons 

Advocate reserves the right to edit and/or 

reject letters.  Personal attacks, lies, and 

etc. will not be published.  

The views expressed in letters are not 

necessarily the views of the Parsons Advo-

cate.

Thank you notes and advertising are not 

considered as letters to the editor.  When 

submitting letters do not use all caps, italics 

or bold.  Use punctuation, upper and lower 

case letters and indent for paragraphs.

If you have any questions, please call us 

at 304-478-3533.

166  Main St. 
Parsons, WV
681-399-9200

Dinner specials starting at 4 pm

Open daily 6 a.m. – 8 p.m.

Carry out and free delivery 
within 5 mile radius.
Take-out Available.
Family meals are available. 

Check facebook page for more details.

The annual reunion of Jesse Anderson 

and Virginia Carr will be held on 

Sunday, July 3 at the 
Hendricks Park Pavilion.  

All family and friends are invited to attend.  

Registration will start at 11 a.m., dinner 

will start at 12:30 p.m.  Please bring your 

favorite covered dish and enjoy the day.  

304-745-3553.

Jesse Anderson 
and Virginia Carr

Sunday, June 26, 2022
At the church pavilion on Location Rd., St. George

Picnic lunch begins at noon.

Send mowing donations to:
Fairview Cemetery Fund

c/o Mountain Valley Bank, N.A.
P.O. Box 383

Parsons, WV 26287

Fairview

News of Record
The following criminal complaint has 
been fi led in the Tucker Co unty Magistrate 
offi  ce:

• Sophia Odescia Blackshear, Elkins, was 
charged with one count DUI with un-emancipated 
minor.  On Wednesday, May 13 Offi  cer, C.R. 
Summerfi eld of the Tucker County Sheriff ’s offi  ce, 
(TCSO) along with Trooper C.A. Hawkins of the 
West Virginia State Police (WVSP) responded to 
a single vehicle collision on WV32 in Dry Fork.  
Once on the scene the offi  cers spoke with mem-
bers of the Canaan Valley Fire Department who 
stated that the vehicle was on its side with two 
occupants trapped inside, the driver later identi-
fi ed as Sophia Blackshear, along with her four 
year old child in the back seat.  Hawkins spoke 
with a witness identifi ed as Adam Bee who was 
traveling southbound on WV32 when the crash 
took place.  A handwritten and signed statement 
was received from him.  In summary he stated 
that he was driving and saw a vehicle coming 
toward him at a high rate of speed.  The vehicle 
left the roadway around a driveway and went air-
born.  He also stated he helped the fi re depart-
ment remove the passengers from the vehicle.  
Mr. Blackshear and her son were transported to 
Davis medical Center by Tucker County EMS, 
therefore, offi  cers did not get a chance to speak 
with them on scene.  Summerfi eld obtained pho-
tographic evidence of the scene, however, could 
not acquire measurements due to the vehicle 
being moved by the fi re crew in eff orts to remove 
the trapped passengers.  Two separate prop-
erties were damaged due to the crash, a fi eld 
leased by Wesley Harman and his father along 
with the front yard of Clyde Allman.  Both parties 
arrived on scene and gave Hawkins their contact 
information.  

Summerfi eld contacted DMC around 9 p.m. to 
speak with the defendant in order to obtain more 

information regarding the crash.  At approximately 
9:30 p.m. offi  cers from Elkins Police Department 
contacted Hawkins stating that the hospital and 
called and told them the four year old juvenile 
was not Blackshear’s son, and that alcohol was 
detected in her blood.  CPS was also contacted by 
DMC.  Hawkins passed along the contact informa-
tion of the Elkins Police Department to Summer-
fi eld.  He spoke with Elkins PD and advised them 
that he was in route to the hospital to obtain a state-
ment from Blackshear about the crash.  He met with 
CPS at the hospital and obtained more information 
regarding the incident.  CPS informed him that 
Blackshear was the four year olds foster mother.  
He obtained a handwritten and signed statement 
from Blackshear and in summary she stated that 
she allegedly had a few drinks on Smirnoff  Ice 
around 12:30 p.m. that day before exchanging her 
son.  She drove to Centennial Park to meet her 
son’s father in order to exchange their son.  She 
stated she had two shots of Vodka at Centennial 
Park with the father to celebrate Mother’s Day.  
She stated that on her way home, she swerved to 
miss a deer right outside Canaan Valley and lost 
control of the vehicle causing her to crash.  Sum-
merfi eld noticed her eyes were glassy and that she 
seemed confused.  He asked her if she would be 
willing to sign a consent form (Authorization for dis-
closure of health information) that was provided by 
nurses at DMC to which she agreed and signed.  
After reviewing the results it was determined that 
she had 143mg (1.43) of alcohol in her blood, were 
intoxication occurs at 80 mg (.08).  This investiga-
tion is currently ongoing.

The following property transfers have 
been recorded in the Tucker County 
Clerk’s offi  ce:

• Carl Hanlin and Stephanie R. Sanders, Hamble-
ton, Lots 8 and 9 to Stephanie R. Sanders and 

David W. Hansford, $0.
• John A. Dehn and Jessica J. Dehn, Dry Fork, Lot 

13 Windwood to Mary Dauphinais and Thomas 
Kenney, $430,000.

• Rebecca L. Polomski and Peggy S. Kumpf, Par-
sons Corporation, 1,360 sq. ft. to Sara E. Tobin 
and Shane Jenkins, $35,000.

• Noelle A. Donahoe and Michael S. Donahoe, Dry 
Fork District, Unit G3 Week 26 to Land of Canaan 
Home Owners Association, Inc., $533.50.

• Carolyn Carbone, Dry Fork District, Unit F2 
Week 23 to Land of Canaan Homeowners Asso-
ciation, Inc., $533.50.

• William L. Patterson, Dry Fork District, Unit F5 
Week 15 to Beth M. Kuhar and Jeff rey C. Kuhar, 
$1,000.

• Thomas F. Reed, II/Trustee; Reed Family Trust; 
Estate of Marita S. Reed, Dry Fork District, Unit 
A3 Week 26 to Land of Canaan Home Owners 
Association, Inc., $533.50.

• Steven G. Veon and Sondra Veon, Dry Fork 
District, Unit DD2 Week 47 to Land of Canaan 
Home Owners Association, Inc., $0.

• Patrice Banker, Dry Fork District, Unit E6 Week 
45 to Land of Canaan Home Owners Associa-
tion, Inc., $1,050.50.

• Bobbie Jo Holden, Dry Fork District, Unit F3 
Week 43 to Land of Canaan Home Owners 
Association, Inc., $0.

• Lynette Pacella, Dry Fork District, Unit D1 Week 
50 to Land of Canaan Home Owners Associa-
tion, Inc., $1,050.50.

• David D. Johnson, Dry Fork district, Unit F6 Week 12 

to Land of Canaan Home Owners Association, Inc., 

$8,050.13. 

• Jason H. Downs and Angelina M. Downs, Davis, Lot 

436 to David Downs, $245,000.

• David F. Burns, Licking, Transfer on Death:  Turkey 

Flat and Bear Wallow Rod 3.88 acres to L. Craig 

Burns and Sue B. Burns, $0.

• Wesley Disselkoen and Lisa Disselkoen, Dry Fork, 

Unit G1 Week 22 to Lochoa, $533.50.

• Roy S. Lucas, Dry Fork, Corrective Deed Unit D5 

Week 25 to Lochoa, $0.

• Warren K. Eister, Jr., Frances J. Eister and Amy P. 

Medley, Dry Fork District, Unit 107 Deerfi eld Village 

to David K. Medley, $299,000. 

We Get LettersWe Get Letters
Dear Editors,      
   

As property owners in Douglas, WV, we are extremely 

concerned about the proposed section of Corridor H that 

would bisect Davis and Thomas, crossing the Blackwater 

Canyon and Douglas Road. This proposal is very likely to 

damage the natural environment, the charm of the small 

towns of Davis and Thomas, and many historic sites mak-

ing up the Blackwater Industrial Complex.

In the years since the original plan for Corridor H over 

the Blackwater Canyon was fi rst devised, the area that it 

would threaten has become a tourist destination, attract-

ing many visitors from in state and out of state. Blackwa-

ter Falls State Park receives more than 1 million visitors 

every year. The towns of Davis and Thomas have become 

a pair of destinations in themselves for tourists looking for 

natural beauty, outdoor recreation, a lively arts scene, and 

a wealth of local historical artifacts. The towns comple-

ment each other nicely, and continuing eff orts have been 

made to connect them with bike and foot trails. It is a bad 

plan to divide them with a giant cloverleaf.

The proposed route over the Blackwater Canyon would 

destroy much of what makes the area so attractive. Black-

water State Park’s unspoiled views would be seriously 

marred by light pollution from the highway. Noise would 

also be a problem. 

In Thomas, the historic coke ovens would be overshad-

owed by the enormous bridge. In addition, the massive 

piers for the bridge would have to be built on top of a 

rather fragile honeycomb of underground mines; if dis-

turbed, this would very possibly lead to hazardous acid 

mine drainage, endangering vulnerable wildlife.

The residents of the area have been assured that engi-

neering/amelioration work would avert environmental 

catastrophe. This is not reassuring, especially when one 

sees the section of Corridor H currently under construc-

tion near Parsons, where gigantic piers just built are 

already beginning to list and slide. Reassurances had also 

been issued to the public about the safety of that venture. 

There is a very sensible alternative to this catastrophi-

cally bad idea. The Northern Route, which would join 

Corridor H to Route 219 on the other side of Thomas, 

would avoid all these pitfalls. It could be built to bypass 

Thomas Park. Another benefi t to this option would be that 

it would allow trucks to avoid going through the town of 

Thomas, with their noise, disruption, and structural stress 

to the upper road in town.

Some concerns have been raised about the Northern 

Route, relating to the nearby reservoir and to noise from 

the route disturbing the businesses on Front Street in 

Thomas. These concerns need to be addressed. Represen-

tatives of the Federal Highway Administration assert that 

funds from the federal infrastructure bill will be available 

to work on solutions. 

The Blackwater Canyon area is a jewel that attracts 

visitors and tourist dollars to our state,  providing jobs and 

adding to the economy. To recklessly trash it would be a 

serious, and perhaps irreversible, mistake.

Sincerely, 
Tom and Sarah Hammack
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START YOUR WEEK AT WORSHIP

The
 following merchants 

urge you to attend your 
chosen house of worship 

this sabbath.
Parsons Advocate

Kingsford Manufacturing Co.

The Grant County Bank

Mountain Valley Bank, NA

www.mountainvalleybank.com
Member FDIC

Jim’s All Star Foods

WV Paving Company
“Builders of Highways & Byways”

Stevens’ Florist

THANK YOU
The family of Daniel (Dan) Lipscomb 
would like to thank Anita, Nick and 
Lohr & Barb Funeral Home for a 
wonderful service and Pat Cassidy 
for an amazing eulogy.  

We would like to thank the pallbearers, 
Vicky Propst, WV Caring, The Tucker 
County Senior Center and all who 
cared for Dan.  

We send a heartfelt thank you to all the 
people who sent flowers, food, cards 
and prayers.  

Thank you all and God bless,
The Family of Dan Lipscomb Mary Alice Klein

1934 - 2002

Senior Center Holds Outpost
The Tucker County Senior Citi-

zens held their monthly Outpost at 

the Parsons Center on June 6, 2022. 

Evelyn Moore welcomed every-

one. Linda Bonner read the History 

of the Pledge of Allegiance before 

everyone recited the Pledge of Alle-

giance, the Lord’s Prayer, and sang 

“God Bless America”.  

Those having June birthdays 

were recognized and everyone sang 

“Happy      Birthday” to them. Those 

present were: Ruth Connell and 

Sharon Daniels.

Ken Knotts read “I Am Old Glory” 

to recognize Flag Day on June 14
th

.

Arlene Ramsey then read “My 

Father” to recognize Father’s Day 

on June 19
th

 and Eleanor Nestor 

read “A West Virginia Poem” to 

remind us that West Virginia Day is 

June 20
th

. 

Linda introduced our entertain-

ment for the day. We were blessed 

to have our own Betty Sturm and her 

sister Ann Radcliff e from Buckhan-

non. Betty played the accordion and 

both ladies sang. Their selections 

included: “Have I Told You Lately”, 

“Send Me Your Address,”  “Rusty 

Old Wagon,” “The Sweetest Gift,” 

“I’m Going Higher,” “I’ve Got 

More To Go To Heaven For,” “Yes, I 

Know,” “Waiting At the River,” and 

“You Are My Sunshine.”

The audience really enjoyed the 

special music and would like to 

have them return.

The regular door Prizes were won 

by: Ken Knotts, Patty Wilfong, and 

Dale Varner.

Ken Knotts  asked a blessing on 

our food and we enjoyed a delicious 

meal.

Senior News
The fi rst scheduled date for a performance at the 

Gandy Dancer Theatre is the Legends show on Friday 

evening at 6:00 p.m. on July 15, 2022. The price is 

$38 if you provide your own transportation and $45 if 

you ride the van. Please call and get your name on the 

list as soon as possible so we know exactly how many 

tickets we have to hold. We will begin collecting for 

the July show on June 9
th

.

The itinerary for the Lancaster trip July 19
th

 and 

20
th

 is available now. Please make sure you open the 

envelope because there is a part to fi ll out for your 

meal choice on the way to Lancaster. 

The trip to Stonewall Lake near Weston is August 

23th. The boat trip is 2 hours and includes a taco bar 

lunch. The price will be $90. If you are interested, 

please let us know as soon as possible.

We have been notifi ed that the Farmer Market Cou-

pons will not be given to us until sometime in July. 

We will let you know when they have arrived.

June 20
th

 is West Virginia Day. Here are some 

unusual facts about West Virginia!

The fi rst rural free mail delivery was started I 

Charles Town on October 6, 1896 and then spread 

throughout the United States.

West Virginia was the fi rst state to have a sales tax. 

It became eff ective July 1, 1921.

West Virginia has a mean altitude of 1500 ft., giving 

it the highest average altitude east of the Mississippi.

The 1500 block of Virginia St. in Charleston is con-

sidered the longest city block in the world.

Declared a state by President Lincoln, West Vir-

ginia is the only state to be designated by Presidential 

Proclamation.

Stone that was quarried near Hinton was contrib-

uted by West Virginia for the Washington Monument 

and arrived in Washington if February 1885.

West Virginia University was established on Febru-

ary7, 1867 under the name of “Agricultural College 

of West Virginia.”

 The fi rst brick street in the world was laid in 

Charleston, West Virginia, on October 23, 1870, 

on Summers Street between Kanawha and Virginia 

Streets.

HAPPY 159th  BIRTHDAY 
WEST VIRGINIA

James R. Harman
James R. Harman, 66 

of Xenia, OH passed June 

6, 2022, after a brief ill-

ness. Jim was born March 

16, 1956, in Elkins, WV, 

the son of the late Robert 

J. Harman and Dora Mae 

Judy Harman. He graduated 

from Harman High School 

in 1974. He obtained his 

auctioneers license and 

graduated as a Colonel with 

Robert, his dad, from the Missouri Auction 

School in Kansas City, MO. They opened 

and operated their own businesses H & H 

Auction. He was co-owner and operator of 

Harman Equipment Sales until it’s clos-

ing in 2009. Jim was a master mechanic 

at Baseline Golf in Ocala, FL. He was a 

gifted welder, excellent mechanic and a 

motorcycle enthusiast. After his retirement 

in 2010, he found helping others, fi shing, 

and tinkering with something mechanical. 

He was an active member of the Harman 

Volunteer Fire Dept. 

On July 14, 2001, he married the for-

mer Patricia Hamner, who survives. Also 

surviving are his daughter Dreama How-

ell (Patrick) of Beebe, AK, stepdaughter 

Melissa Jones (David) and stepson, Paul 

Jennings both of Xenia, OH.

He is survived by four 

sisters, Christina Cur-

tis (Randy) of Nitro, WV, 

Denice Cooper (Jeff ) of Mill 

Creek, WV, Rena Carde-

nas (Miguel) of Rocky 

Mount, NC, and Rita Arm-

strong (Bill) of Ocala, FL., 

16 grandchildren, 4 great 

grandchildren, and several 

nieces and nephews. In 

addition to his parents, he 

was preceded in death by a stepson Mat-

thew Jennings.

The family would like to express their 

sincere gratitude to the team of physicians, 

nurses, therapists, and specialists who 

work in CTCCU at OSU. Thank you for 

the incredible care and compassion during 

Jim’s fi nal days. We are forever grateful. In 

lieu of fl owers, please make your donation 

to the Harman Volunteer Fire Dept. 

Friends were received at Hinkle-Fenner 

Funeral Home on Friday, June 10, 2022, 

from 5-8 p.m. A funeral service was held 

at 11 a.m, Saturday, June 11, 2022, at the 

funeral home,  with Kenny Evans offi  ciat-

ing.  Interment followed at the Rose Hill 

Cemetery in Thomas, WV. The Harman 

VFD will be sponsoring a dinner for the 

family and friends afterwards.

Jacquelyn Lynn “Jackie” Irons Pritt,
Jacquelyn Lynn “Jackie” 

Irons Pritt, 62, a resident 

of Philippi, passed from 

this life Wednesday, June 8, 

2022, at her home.

Jackie was born Friday, 

January 8, 1960, in War-

ren, OH, a daughter of the 

late Alvin Willard Irons 

and Eleanor Barnhart Irons. 

Jackie’s mother passed 

away when she was eight 

months old, and she was raised by her 

grandparents, Willard and Ruby Irons and 

her special Aunt Janet Taylor and Uncle 

Stanley Taylor. On August 15, 2003, she 

married Dirk Pritt and often remarked that 

these were the best years of her life.

Left to cherish Jackie’s memory besides 

her husband is a daughter, Skyler Maraea 

Lamb of Parsons, of whom she was so 

very proud, two special “sisters”, Tracey 

Elza and husband, Bill, Connie Cope all of 

Kerens, two nephews that she viewed as 

her own, Nick Gidley of Parsons and com-

panion, Chelsea, Hunter Elza of Kerens, 

and several nephews and nieces that she 

adored, fi ve brothers-in-law, Danny Pritt 

and wife, Laura, Randy Pritt and wife, 

Mary Lou, Ricky Pritt and wife, Brenda, 

Robbie Pritt and companion, Kim, Timmy 

Pritt, and two sisters-in-law, Connie 

Dominquiz and Nancy Pritt 

and companion, Allen.

Preceding her in death 

besides her father and 

mother, paternal grandpar-

ents and maternal grandpar-

ents, Alex and Ethel Petrick, 

and a brother-in-law, Dave 

Dominquiz.

Jackie was a graduate of 

Parsons High School with 

the Class of 1978, and she 

had attended Fairmont State University. 

She had been employed for McClain 

Printing Company, as a paramedic and 

dispatcher for TCEMS, for Tucker Com-

munity Care and for Broaddus Hospital. 

Jackie enjoyed crocheting, watching mov-

ies, fi shing, reading, and spending time 

with her family.

Visitation will be held on Saturday, 

June 18, 2022, from 2 until 5 p.m. Jackie’s 

request for cremation will then be hon-

ored. The family requests that memorial 

contributions in Jackie’s memory be made 

to the American Red Cross through giving 

blood or  to the American Cancer Soci-

ety at: donate3.cancer.org. The Hostetler 

Funeral Home has been entrusted with the 

arrangements for Jacquelyn Lynn Irons 

Pritt.  Send online condolences to the fam-

ily at www.hostetlerfuneralhome.com

This is a calendar plate dated 1910 compliments of 

Schatz of Thomas, WV. Mr. Schatz sold dry goods, shoes, 

hats and furnishings for ladies and gents. The establish-

ment was housed in the Geisberger Building, opposite 

the bank. In response to last weeks article concerning Mr. 

Wildman and his honey sales, I did receive information. 

His name was Lawrence and his wife’s name was Mable 

Ruth Ervin Wildman, they adopted a son named Dennis. 

Lawrence worked road construction as an engineer. When 

he retired, he took up diff erent hobbies. He had as many 

as 38 hives housed on shelves around his outbuilding. He 

had his own equipment to process the honey and sell it. He 

also had a small mill where he would cut lumber and make 

things such as gun cabinets and some furniture. Ideas, 

comments, suggestions, information to share contact Tim 

Turner (304) 478-3389.

DMV issues expiration 
extension on mobility 
impaired placards to 
August 31

Due to a supply issue, 

the West Virginia Divi-

sion of Motor Vehicles has 

announced this week that 

they will extend the expi-

ration dates of all mobility 

impaired placards to Aug. 

31, 2022.

Renewal of a permanent 

mobility impaired placard 

occurs every fi ve years, and 

the new cycle historically 

begins on July 1. However, 

with supply chain issues, 

and in an eff ort to provide 

seamless, convenient cus-

tomer service, DMV Com-

missioner Everett Frazier 

announced the extension to 

Aug. 31 to make sure new 

placards are ready for cus-

tomers.

“I believe in making sure 

our customers are taken 

care of. Unfortunately, due 

to COVID and other supply 

chain issues, some of our 

materials are not available. 

We don’t want our custom-

ers to be inconvenienced, 

so extending the expira-

tion date, on my authority, 

makes the best sense,” he 

said.

For more information, 

please visit the DMV web-

site at dmv.wv.gov, and 

view the informational bro-

chure on mobility impaired 

license plates and placards 

here:

https://transportation.

wv.gov/DMV/DMVForm-

Search/Mobility-Impaired-

Brochure-4-2014-wf.pdf

Customers need to follow 

the same application and 

renewal process. The only 

change is the current expira-

tion date being extended.

GUARANTEED Life 
Insurance up to $15,000.00

Modified Whole Life Insurance from Physicians Life Insurance Company

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies.  Benefits reduced first two years. 
Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN). 

6236

Call for FREE Information

1-888-217-5559
or go to life55plus.info/wv

You’ll also get a FREE 
Final Wishes Planner!

• Cash to help pay funeral or other  
 final expenses

• Guaranteed acceptance ages  
 45 to 85*

• No medical exam, no health  
 questions
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Rosario-Crouch Earns Dean’s 
List at Davis & Elkins College

ELKINS, WV D & E College student 

Alyssa Rosario-Crouch of Parsons, West 

Virginia, has achieved the  Dean’s List 

for the spring 2022 semester. To earn the 

honor, full-time students must achieve a 

semester GPA of 3.6 to less than 4.0.

Related to the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.), Davis & Elkins College is 

located in Elkins, West Virginia, and 

off ers 45 academic programs. For more 

information, visit the College website at 

www.dewv.edu.

Area Students Earn Degrees 
from Davis & Elkins College 

ELKINS, W.VA   - Davis & Elkins 

College awarded diplomas during com-

mencement ceremonies at the conclu-

sion of the 2021-2022 academic year.

Tucker County students in the 

2022 graduating class are:  Kristen 

Nestor, a Bachelor of Arts, Crimi-

nology; Aliyah Plum, a Bachelor of 

Science, Biology; Abrielle Bowley, 

an Associate in Science, Nursing; 

Grace Freeman, a Bachelor of Arts, 

Psychology and Human Services;

 Leslie Hipp, an Associate in Sci-

ence, Nursing; Dominique Meadows, 

a Bachelor of Arts, Psychology and 

Human Services

Area Students Named 
to Davis & Elkins 
College President’s List

ELKINS, W.VA - Davis & Elkins Col-

lege has released its president’s list for the 

spring 2022 semester which includes all 

full-time students who earned a 4.0 GPA.

Area students recognized are: Saman-

tha Bykofsky; Caroline Dragone; Eliseo 

Wotring; Alicia  Kelley; Dominique 

Meadows;  Inza Pacella.

Tucker County residents 
graduate from Eastern

Eastern West Virginia Community 

and Technical College is recognizing 

its graduates for the Fall 2021 and 

Spring 2022 terms.

Fall 2021 Tucker County graduate is 

Maya Paul, Associate of Arts.

Spring 2022 Tucker County gradu-

ates are: Mateo Hinkle, Automo-

tive Technology Certificate; James 

McCauley, AAS Automotive Technol-

ogy; and Melinda Pennington, AAS 

Board of Governors.

TAKE THE PULSE OF
COMMUNITY HEALTHCARE

Help us...

You could win a
$50 Visa Gift Card,
and help design better
local healthcare.

Davis Medical Center conducts a
Community Health Needs Assessment once every

three years. This is a systematic process involving our
community to identify, analyze and prioritize health

needs in our community. This process helps plan for and
act upon unmet community health needs.

Thank you for taking time to help make
Randolph County a healthier community

for all residents.

SCAN HERE

Charleston WV – The 

following events happened 

on these dates in West Vir-

ginia history. To read more, 

go to e-WV: The West 
Virginia Encyclopedia at 

www.wvencyclopedia.org.

June 15, 1876: Attorney 

and civil right activist T. G. 

Nutter was born. The fi rst 

African-American delegate 

from Kanawha County, 

he helped establish Lakin 

State Hospital and crafted 

an anti-lynching law.

June 15, 1880: Musician 

Blind Alfred Reed was 

born in Floyd County, Vir-

ginia, though he spent most 

of his life in West Virginia. 

He composed and recorded 

some of the most creative 

topical country songs on 

Victor Records between 

1927 and 1929. 

June 16, 1842: Marga-

ret Agnew Blennerhassett, 

wife of Harman Blenner-

hassett, died in poverty in 

New York City. She lived 

from 1800 to 1806 in a 

grand 16-room mansion 

she and her husband had 

constructed on an Ohio 

River island near pres-

ent Parkersburg. She and 

her son, Harman Jr., were 

reburied on Blennerhassett 

Island in 1996.

June 17, 1813: General 

Thomas Maley Harris was 

born at present Harrisville. 

He rose to prominence 

after the Civil War, when 

he served on the military 

commission that tried con-

spirators who acted with 

John Wilkes Booth in the 

assassination of President 

Abraham Lincoln.

June 17, 1961: A Wayne 

County bridge was named 

in honor of TV newsman 

David Brinkley. The con-

dition of the bridge had 

become a news item dur-

ing the 1960 presidential 

primary; state offi  cials 

closed the bridge, repaired 

it, and invited Brinkley to 

return for the ceremony to 

offi  cially name it the “Brin-

kley Bridge.”

June 18, 1937: Jay 

Rockefeller was born in 

New York City. He became 

West Virginia’s 29th gov-

ernor in 1977, and in 1984, 

he was elected to the U.S. 

Senate.

June 18, 1944: It’s 
Wheeling Steel aired its last 

program. A half-hour musi-

cal variety radio program 

that drew upon talented 

Wheeling Steel employees 

and families, the show ran 

eight years and was broad-

cast nationally.

June 19, 1905: Senator 

Rush Dew Holt was born 

in Weston. At 29, Holt was 

the youngest person ever 

elected to the U.S. Senate, 

earning him the nickname 

‘‘Boy Senator.’’ Since the 

Constitution sets 30 as the 

minimum age for sena-

tors, Holt had to wait until 

his birthday in June 1935 

to take his seat, nearly six 

months into the 74th Con-

gress.

June 19, 1909: Oak 

Park, an amusement park 

in Preston County, opened. 

The park was an easy ride 

from Morgantown, and 

helped to fi ll up trains on 

weekends and holidays. On 

one summer day in 1909, 

14 trains brought more than 

4,000 people to the park.

June 20, 1861: Francis 

Pierpont was unanimously 

elected as governor of the 

unionist Reorganized State 

of Virginia, which sat at 

Wheeling until West Vir-

ginia entered the Union 

two years later.

June 20, 1863: West 

Virginia became the 35
th

state. Arthur Boreman was 

the state’s fi rst governor.

June 20, 1932: The West 

Virginia capitol was offi  -

cially dedicated. Construc-

tion had begun in 1924.

June 20, 1963: On the 

100
th

 birthday of West 

Virginia, President John 

F. Kennedy made his last 

appearance in West Vir-

ginia. Speaking in Charles-

ton in a pouring rain, he said 

“The sun does not always 

shine in West Virginia, but 

the people always do.”

June 21, 1920: Wheel-

ing Steel Corporation was 

organized when La Belle 

Iron Works, Whitaker-

Glessner Company, and 

Wheeling Steel & Iron 

Works combined. In the 

1920s, Wheeling Steel 

employed more than 

17,000 workers and ranked 

as the nation’s third-largest 

steelmaker.

June 21, 1959: Musician 

Kathy Mattea was born in 

South Charleston but grew 

up in nearby Cross Lanes. 

In junior high school she 

learned to play the gui-

tar, and in high school she 

practiced her vocal skills 

singing classical music in 

choir class.

e-WV: The West Virginia 
Encyclopedia is a project of 

the West Virginia Humani-

ties Council. For more 

information, contact the 

West Virginia Humanities 

Council, 1310 Kanawha 

Blvd. E., Charleston, WV 

25301; (304) 346-8500; or 

visit e-WV at www.wven-

cyclopedia.org. 

Tucker County Students 
Named to Glenville State 
University Honor Roll

GLENVILLE, WV – Christo-

pher M. Chambers and Samantha M. 

Chambers, both of Parsons, have been 

named to the Glenville State Univer-

sity President’s Honor Roll for the 

Spring 2022 semester. To be  named to 

the President’s Honor Roll, students 

must have a 4.0 grade point average 

and be enrolled in a minimum of 12 

semester hours. 

easternwv.edu
316 Eastern Drive, Moorefield, WV304-434-8000  |  Toll-Free 877-982-2322  

Eastern is an EOE, ADA, AA institution 

5
online degree programs

• Accounting
• Administrative Support  
     Technology

• Business Management
• Associate of Arts
• Associate of Science

Affordable.

Flexible.

Convenient.
Supportive.

Full time & Part time.
Financial Aid Available.

(Eligibility rules apply.)

your thinking...
Shift
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Oops, I’ve done it again.  I went 

through the trials and tribulation of 

Amber/AKA/ Mud Puppy and the antics 

of Gracie now I have a new puppy.  Her 

name is Ripley Brooke and she is a black 

German Shepherd.  Amber is an English 

Shepherd and Gracie is Lab/Australian 

Shepherd mix.  So now I have a house 

full of shepherds.  Momma Said, “All I 

need now is a fl ock of sheep.”

I guess I am just a glutton for pun-

ishment, going through the puppy pads 

and potty breaks all time of the day and 

night.  She is not too terribly bad and she 

is very smart.  She may be smarter than 

me but that is still to be determined.  Her 

only fault so far is that she loves to dig. 

She was so proud of herself the other 

day, she came into the house and she 

was dirty clear up to her shoulders and 

with a muddy nose.  

I just love my animals and I think I 

would have a hundred if I could.  Poor 

little Katie Kat is getting out-numbered 

by her bigger sisters.  Ripley likes to 

play with her and Katie doesn’t mind 

at all.  I guess she just thinks her mama 

is nuts and accepts the fact that she will 

always have something new coming into 

her life.

Mud Puppy is still getting dirty when it 

rains, Gracie is still a big clutz, jumping 

and being crazy; so one more in the pack 

is no big deal.  Amber keeps everyone in 

line; Gracie plays with Ripley to wear 

her out for me and Ripley is growing like 

a weed.  I will keep you updated on her 

antics as I am sure there will be many.

Orange Cake
 Ingredients

• 3 cups all-purpose fl our

• 3 tbsp. fi nely grated orange 

zest, (about 1 large orange) 

• 3 tsp. baking powder

• ½ tsp. salt

• 2 sticks unsalted butter, room 

temperature (1 cup)

• 1 ½ cups granulated sugar

• 3 large eggs

• 2 tsp. vanilla extract

• 1 cup milk, 2% or whole

CREAM CHEESE FROSTING

• 2 sticks unsalted butter, room 

temperature (1 cup)

• 12 oz. cream cheese , room tem-

perature (1 & 1/2 bricks)

• 1 tsp. vanilla extract

• 2-3 cups powdered sugar

• Light orange food color-

ing, optional 

Instructions
ORANGE CAKE

1. Preheat the oven to 350 degrees 

F. Grease the bottom and sides 

of two 8 inch round cake pans 

or spring-form pans with butter 

and line the bottom of each pan 

with a round piece of parchment 

paper. To ensure even baking, 

place a bake even strip around the 

pan. Set aside. You can also use 

three 8 inch pans for this recipe to 

make a 3 layer cake.

2. In a medium bowl, whisk together 

the all-purpose fl our, orange zest, 

baking powder, and salt, set aside.

3. Using an electric mixer, beat the 

butter and sugar on medium-high 

until fl uff y, 2 to 3 minutes. Beat 

in the eggs and vanilla extract, 

scraping down the sides of the 

bowl as needed.

4. Reduce mixer speed to low and 

add the fl our mixture in 3 addi-

tions and the milk in 2 additions, 

beginning and ending with the 

fl our mixture. Mix on low just 

until combined.

5. Divide the batter evenly among 

two pans, with about 2 & 1/2 cups 

batter in each pan. If dividing the 

batter among 3 pans, put about 1 

& 3/4 cups in each pan. Place the 

pans in the oven. For two 8 inch 

pans bake for 30-34 minutes or 

until a toothpick inserted in the 

center comes out clean. For three 

8 inch pans bake for 23-27 min-

utes or until a toothpick inserted 

in the center comes out clean.

6. Once the cakes are done, allow 

them to cool in the pan on a 

cooling rack for 10-20 minutes. 

After cooling, carefully remove 

the cake from the pan. If using 

a spring-form pan, remove the 

sides and bottom. Allow the cake 

to cool completely on a cool-

ing rack. Once cool, remove the 

parchment paper round from the 

bottom of the cake. If you need 

to level the top of your cakes, do 

so now using either a cake lever 

or knife. If you’re assembling the 

cake later, wrap each cake layer 

really well in plastic wrap and 

place them in the refrigerator, for 

up to 3 days.

CREAM CHEESE FROSTING

1. Place the room temperature 

unsalted butter and cream cheese 

in a mixing bowl. Use an elec-

tric mixer on medium and beat 

together for 1-2 minutes, until 

whipped and fl uff y.

2. Add in the vanilla extract, pow-

dered sugar, and optional light 

orange food coloring, beat again 

on low for 1-2 minutes, scraping 

down the sides of the bowl, until 

everything is incorporated.

3. If the frosting is too thick, add a 

splash (1 tablespoon or less) of 

milk or heavy cream , beat until 

creamy.

4. ASSEMBLE

5. Evenly spread 1 cup frosting on 

top of the fi rst layer.

6. Add the second layer of cake, 

lightly pushing down. Now, it’s 

time to do a crumb coat. The 

crumb coat will help seal the 

crumbs in. Using your off set spat-

ula, spread a thin layer of frosting 

around the sides and top of the 

cake.

7. Place the entire cake in the fridge 

for 20 minutes.

8. Spread the remaining frosting on 

the sides and top of the cake. Add 

fresh orange slices for decoration. 

Slice and serve. Cover leftover 

cake tightly with plastic wrap and 

store on the counter for up to 3 

days.

DEADLINE 
8AM MONDAY

St. George Days Church Events

The United Women in Faith organiza-

tion of the Saint George United Meth-

odist Church  regrets to announce that 

the Saturday activities of Saint George 

Days, an annual fundraiser that supports 

their mission work, will not take place 

this year. The regular monthly hymn 

sing, however, will  be happening. The 

covered dish will take place at 1 p.m. on 

Sunday June 26, followed by the regu-

lar monthly hymn sing at the St. George 

United Methodist Church in St. George. 

PHS Alumni

The Parsons High School Alumni 

committee will meet on Wednesday, 

June 22, 2022 at the Parsons Senior Cen-

ter at 1:30 p.m. This is our last meeting 

before our PHS Alumni catered picnic to 

be held at Camp Kidd on July 2, 2022.

Nature Stroll at Canaan Valley 
Resort

Snoop into the lives of birds of Canaan 

Valley. Bring your binoculars and do 

some observing of our local birds. We 

will start at the Canaan Valley State Park 

Recreation Center and take a 1- 1/2 mile 

walk through the meadow and into the 

nearby forest and swamp on an easy 

dirt path. There will be a few extra bin-

oculars for loan. Meet at the Recreation 

Center at 9 a.m. Walk leader is Master 

Naturalist: Laura Ceperley.  For more 

information, contact:  Dave Vance 304-

866-2215 - or - vanced@canaanresort.

com

West Virginia Days Weekend 
at Canaan Valley Resort  

Features Civil War 
Reenactments, Outdoor 
Adventure June 17-19

Davis, W.Va. (June 2022) – The smell 

of gun smoke and cook fi res will perme-

ate the mountain air as Civil War reenac-

tors relive battles and camp life during the 

West Virginia Days Celebration at Canaan 

Valley Resort June 17-19.

“Guests will enjoy taking a walk into 

our past and witnessing how soldiers 

fought and lived during the Civil War,” 

said Sam England, general manager of 

Canaan Valley Resort.  “There will be a 

variety of additional activities for kids and 

families to enjoy, like live music, fi eld 

games, food vendors, an Irish Road Bowl-

ing contest, and more.” 

England noted that Civil War reenact-

ment units, to include the Barbour Grays 

from Philippi, WV, West Virginia 3
rd

 Cal-

vary Company “C”, the 140th Volunteers 

from Green County, PA, and the West Vir-

ginia Light Artillery, will bring history to 

life throughout the weekend.  Guests will 

witness a “living” Civil War encampment 

with both men and women in period dress 

going about their daily chores interspersed 

with exciting live battlefi eld skirmishes. 

Live battle skirmishes will take place at 

noon and 5:30pm on Saturday and noon 

on Sunday. The encampment will be open 

on Friday, June 17 from 6-8pm, on Satur-

day, June 18 from 9am-8pm, and Sunday, 

June 19 from 9am-noon. 

On Friday evening, June 17, Red Hawk 

will perform outdoors on the Quench-

ers Plaza, slope side at the ski area from 

6-9pm.  Sunset chairlift rides will also be 

available. 

On Saturday, June 18, the resort will 

host a free, master naturalist-led, “Intro-

duction to Birding” nature hike.  There 

is no fee to participate, and guests are 

encouraged to bring binoculars. 

For those interested in something 

totally diff erent, Canaan Valley Resort 

and Blackwater Falls State Park will host 

an Irish Road Bowling tournament on 

Sunday, June 19.  Irish Road Bowling is 

a sport in which competitors attempt to 

take the fewest throws to propel a metal 

ball – known as a “bullet” – along a pre-

determined course of country roads. Fun 

for all ages, no experience is necessary to 

participate. 

In addition, guests have access to the 

resort’s outdoor pool, miles of hiking and 

biking trails, sporting clay shooting range, 

and an 18-hole championship golf course, 

among other amenities off ered at the prop-

erty. 

For additional information, or to make 

reservations, contact the resort at 1-800-

622-4121 or visit the website at www.

CanaanResort.com. 
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SALDO Cont. From Front

Goals Cont. From Front

school.”  Another goal is to have 10 events 

for the staff  and 10 for the students that 

will promote social emotional growth and 

development. 

Parsons addressed the board as a parent 

and said, “I know it has been really stress-

ful for kids and parents alike these last 

few years. Going into this past school year 

I know a lot of us were not sure what to 

expect. I know as a parent of a student in 

the school system, I have a lot of concerns 

about catching up and what may have been 

missed over the last few years because of 

the way things have been. I really want to 

commend the staff  and teachers at Tucker 

Valley because I can honestly say I saw so 

much eff ort and so much going in trying to 

get these kids back on track.”

Kisamore has plans to address atten-

dance at DTEMS. Attendance is lower 

than it has been in the past. Kisamore 

would like to have a Back-to-School night 

to get parents back involved in the school, 

and a Data night to inform parents how the 

students’ data is used to improve the stu-

dents’ education. 

Kisamore would like to educate the stu-

dents and parents the procedures and pro-

cess of the schools during the Data night. 

Kisamore said, “We have kind of forgotten 

about that the last two or three years. We 

take for granted that a parent knows what 

avenue to go to when they have a problem 

with a teacher.” 

Kisamore plans to continue to utilize 

the skills period. The skills period hap-

pens right after recess and lunch. The 30 

minutes long period is designed to give 

students extra time and help in areas of 

need. Two days a week will be used for 

I-Ready and two days a week for specifi c 

skills. The goal is to have an advisory sea-

son before hand with the students and talk 

to them about what their data is saying and 

where they can improve. Training the staff  

to monitor this data and utilize for the stu-

dents is a major goal. 

One way that Kisamore is hoping to 

raise attendance at DTEMS will also be 

looking into getting clubs on Fridays. 

Kisamore wants to incentivize the students 

to come to school, do well in school and 

be rewarded.

Board member Cathy Hebb thanked Kisa-

more and his staff  for all their hard work.

Cork expressed to the board members 

that numbers for the SAT test scores were 

not where he would like them to be at this 

time. Cork explained the national scores 

were down 39 percent and TCHS was 

down more than some counties but was 

not down as much as the national average. 

Cork said, “We will take it, but it is not 

where we want to be, it is not where we 

need to be.”

Cork strategic plans include the possi-

bility of implementing a PSAT test for all 

grades in the high school. This test will 

enable the administrative and teaching 

staff  to compare data for the students. The 

test will give them a base line for the stu-

dents’ data to compare each year to help 

students in the areas they need it instead of 

waiting until Senior year and after taking 

the SAT realizing students needed help in 

certain areas.

As an incentive to perform well on the 

test, Cork and his staff  placed a banner in 

the school with student’s name on it that 

match the national standard SAT test scores 

in math and reading. This year there were 

eight students that met the requirement, 

which is three more than last year.  There 

were 19 (potentially two more making it 

21) students that met the English national 

standard and will be added to the banner 

as well.  

Cork’s goal is reaching every student 

and addressing data with them, and by 

so educating the students and the staff  of 

where extra work is needed. Cork’s motto 

is to “Own it!” and wants students as well 

as staff  to own where they are at and then 

build on it. 

In other board business Scott Lycli-

ter was appointed Supervisor of Gen-

eral Maintenance, Electrician II, and HV 

AC Mechanic II for the Tucker County 

schools eff ective July 1, 2022. The board 

also elected to approve the authorization 

for the Superintendent (Alicia Lambert) 

to accept resignations, post positions, and 

hire employees eff ective June 7
 
through 

the end of day on September 2, 2022.

The next regular meeting of the Tucker 

County Board of Education will be held on 

Tuesday, June 21, 2022, beginning at 4:30 

p.m., at the Tucker County Board of Edu-

cation Offi  ce, 100 Education Lane, Par-

sons, WV 26287.

ple in the developed areas are going to take 

exception to living next to the agricultural 

areas. They will begin to complain, “I do 

not like the smell of manure in my neigh-

borhood” well you moved next door to a 

cattle farm. 

But the proposed or drafted ordinance 

has one of its goals, although it is unstated, 

they would seek to dictate to the farmers 

what they can do with their land because 

of the interest of the businesses and devel-

opments which will rise to areas that 

are agricultural.” Commissioner Mike 

Rosenau asked where in the ordinance was 

this stated so he could study it and Woods 

stated she was not there to address those 

particulars and was better addressed to the 

Planning Commission.

Woods then spook on her opinion 

on what will happen once SALDO is 

approved. Woods said, “With the coming 

of these minor and major subdivisions the 

inevitable consequence of that is taxes. 

Property taxes for the residents of our 

county are going to go up, up, up and we 

are already stretched! We can not aff ord a 

big property tax increase, which is bound 

to come.

The proposal for application fees and 

fi nes for violations. That little bit of rev-

enue that will come from that is not 

overcome the County’s need or desire to 

increase property taxes to fund this stuff . 

There are cost to implementing this ordi-

nance. There are people who must be paid. 

The Commission does not draw a salary 

but the personnel that perform the admin-

isterial tasks, clerks and such, who pro-

cess the paper from the applications and 

approvals and collection of fees are not 

going to pay for all this work. 

I see that the ordinance is fashioned 

after other counties, and I say that is not 

a good fi t for our county. It is not needed 

to accomplish the stated goals of the ordi-

nance. Which is to improve the health and 

welfare living for the people of the county. 

The county has been getting along without 

an ordinance. 

One of the stated goals is to protect and 

preserve the value of land. But that would 

apply to the people that already live here 

and their use of their land is threatened by 

expansion and the infl ux of residents from 

outside places who come here and want to 

dictate what and infl uence how other peo-

ple in rural They areas use their land. That 

should not be continuous by the county 

commission.”

Woods went on record to state, “I and 

many of my neighbors who are unable to 

attend because they are working at this 

time, they oppose the adoption of this ordi-

nance.”

In other Tucker County Commission 

business OEM Director Kevin White 

reported that there will be a commodity 

fl ow study for Tucker County. This study 

does not monitor traffi  c but shows what is 

being transported on the major roads lead-

ing in and out of the county such as chemi-

cals or hazardous materials and hauled on 

a tractor trailer. This grant funded study 

has not been conducted in the last 12 to 14 

years and will be conducted by J.H. Con-

sultants. 

White stated, “This is not something 

required by the state, but OEM and LAPCs 

do throughout the state so they have vital 

information to give back to responders.”

The Commission approved the re-

appointment of Harold Spencer and Lenore 

Howell to the Ambulance Authority Board. 

Howell will be a representative for Canaan 

Valley. Roscoe Beall was approved to the 

Development Authority Board. 

Tucker County Clerk Sherry Simmons 

went over items listed on the agenda as 

budget revisions and in need of the Com-

mission’s attention. The Commissioners 

approved a request for $5,000 to Flanagan 

Hill Development Corp to improve their 

facility. The $5,000 will come out of the 

Arts and Humanities account. Simmons 

stated that the Flanagan Hill Development 

Corp was an important hub for the com-

munity. 

Next Simmons shared there was an 

excess of $81,766 in the hotel/motel 

money tax money collected from the state. 

The Commissioners approved the money 

be spilt 50/50 with half going to EMS and 

half being spilt with each of the four fi re 

departments in Tucker County. EMS will 

receive $40,775 and each fi re department 

will receive a little over $10,000 each. 

Both White and Director of EMS Shelia 

Marsh thanked the Commission. 

During the Commissioner’s reports 

Lowell Moore presented some details on 

the potential closing of the Veteran’s clinic 

in Parsons. Moore stated that there is a 

12-person committee board making the 

decision on whether to close the clinic or 

not. The closing is just a recommendation, 

and the decision will not be made until 

next year and the fi nal approval or non-

approval comes from the President. Moore 

urges the public to reach out to their U.S. 

representatives and state legislators and 

express their desire to keep the clinic open. 

The Tucker County Commission 

opposes the closing and has written up 

and signed their petition to keep the clinic 

open. This petition was sent to all state 

representatives. Ros enau stated, “As your 

County Commission we oppose through 

all our elected representatives. We have it 

in writing, we oppose it, but we will say 

that the more tax payers and individuals 

that call these offi  ces, the squeaky door 

is the one that gets the oil, so make sure 

your neighbors, your friends, whoever, ask 

them to please contact Manchin, Capito, 

and Mooney offi  ces and make sure they 

are aware of your feelings.”

The next Tucker County Commission 

meeting will be held on June 25, 2022, at 

6 p.m. in the Tucker County Courthouse 

Courtroom. 

Park Cont. From Front Page

encroachment from businesses and by 

other things. So, the residential areas can 

stay residential.”

The council discussed the need for the 

residents to be able to clean up brush and 

limbs from their properties. The council 

voted to rent a chipper for week of July 11. 

There is a choice to either place the debris 

on the curb by the side of the road or haul 

to the big lot at the end of town. 

The town council members approved the 

purchase of a digital speed sign. The sign 

will alert drivers to their traveling speeds. 

The data collected from the software will 

allow Davis offi  cials to recognize trouble 

areas concerning speeding. The sign does 

not report to the police your personal infor-

mation just the date, time and speed will 

register. 

The council fi nished the meeting in 

executive session. Agendas and approved 

minutes can be found on the Town of Davis 

Facebook page and their website at https://

daviswv.us. Follow the link for meetings 

and agendas. 

Survey Cont. From Front

underutilized downtown properties into 

thriving businesses, mixed-use retail, and 

housing complexes, community facilities, 

or other cultural assets.

Individuals, organizations, or busi-

nesses wishing to engage in or is currently 

engaged in the redevelopment of an eligi-

ble project should contact Ray Moeller at 

Raymond.moeller@mail.wvu.edu or con-

tact his offi  ce at (304) 293-0390. 

Police Chief Kevin Keplinger reported 

there have been slow responses to the 

advertisement for a new offi  cer. Keplinger 

said he would continue to pursue new 

applicants, but at the current time it was 

a challenging task because the Sheriff ’s 

offi  ce was hiring as well, and they pay 

$5.50 more an hour. Keplinger said, “They 

(Sheriff ’s offi  ce) started their application 

process on Saturday. As they go forward, 

we will go forward.”

Keplinger stated him and Offi  cer Nick 

attended a free two-day training event 

aimed at managing a school shooter or 

hostage situation. Keplinger would like 

to do a mock shooter situation with the 

local schools and a walk-through in those 

schools to become initiative-taking on the 

potential of deadly situations.

Jones thanked Keplinger for his work.

Auvil updated the Council on the Cor-

ricks Ford Battlefi eld Project saying the 

completion would be pushed back until 

the fall. Most likely the completion will 

be some time in October. The push back 

was due to the paving company needing 

approval from the Commission in Charles-

ton to do the work. 

Auvil reported that a grant funding 

application for the 38 lights for the trail 

has been applied to cover the cost of the 

lights that is close to $120,000. Two grant 

applications were placed with Mon Forest 

and WVDOH.

About the Pulp Mill Bottom Pond Res-

toration Project Auvil reported they were 

moving forward with the project and cur-

rently fi lling in low spots with fi ll dirt. 

There will need to be topsoil on top of the 

fi ll dirt before the hydro seed can be added. 

Another advantage for the project the 

fountain that was ordered came with an 

aeration system. The aeration system that 

was previously bought for $15,000. 

City Council members approved a reso-

lution supporting West Virginia’s Veterans 

and opposing any plan or recommendation 

that will cause the loss of access to Vet-

eran’s Aff airs facilities or the healthcare 

services they provide. 

The resolution states “West Virginians 

have a long history of military service, and 

West Virginia is among the state with the 

highest capita populations of veterans, with 

more than 140,000 veterans statewide.

The Council calls on the Department of 

Veteran Aff airs to hold meaningful public 

hearings in West Virginia to receive input 

and feedback on the recommendations. 

The City Council of the City of Parsons, 

Tucker County, West Virginia supports and 

honors our Veterans and the selfl ess sac-

rifi ce they have made in the name of our 

country, our liberty, and our freedom and 

acknowledges that we all have an absolute 

and sacred duty and responsibility to see 

that our Veterans are provided the best pos-

sible healthcare.”

Auvil entertained a motion to consider 

the fi rst reading of change to the Parsons 

City Ordinance 936.01 Water Rate Sched-

ules. The changes proposed include a $600 

connection fee or actual cost of installa-

tion, including materials and labor. The fee 

will be whichever is greater. The ordinance 

will be reevaluated every three years going 

forward.

The next City Council meeting is sched-

uled for 6 p.m. on Tuesday, June 21, 2022, 

at the Charles W. “Bill” Rosenau Munici-

pal Building. If you would like to place an 

item on the agenda, feel free to contact Par-

sons Business Offi  ce at (304) 478-2311.c

City of Parsons Council Members Tim Auvil, Bruce Kolsun, Mayor Dorothy Judy, 
Amy Wagner, and Melissa Jones. 

Forest Service Invests $6M in Deferred 
Maintenance Projects in West Virginia

ELKINS, W.Va., June 8, 2022 – Monon-

gahela National Forest has received $6 mil-

lion in funding from the 2020 Great American 

Outdoors Act to support seven projects across 

the Forest in 2022.

These projects are part of $503 million in 

GAOA-funded investments across USDA-

managed lands nationwide to address deferred 

maintenance, improve infrastructure, increase 

user access, and support rural economies 

while also meeting conservation goals.

“Planning for many of these projects began 

in 2021 and we are now ready to start the con-

struction phase with this additional funding,” 

said Forest Supervisor Shawn Cochran. “The 

construction will cause some temporary dis-

ruptions at times, but the long-term benefi ts 

of greater public access and safety make it all 

worthwhile.”

When completed, the projects are expected 

to address nearly $7 million of deferred main-

tenance and signifi cantly improve recreation 

opportunities, access, and safety for all visi-

tors to Monongahela National Forest. 

Cranberry Wilderness Public Access Proj-

ect, Bridge Replacement over Williams River 

at Tea Creek (Pocahontas County)

Shavers Fork of the Cheat Public Access 

and Habitat Improvement Project, Culvert 

Replacement and Bridge Construction on 

Forest Road 209 (Randolph County)

Lake Sherwood Campground, Outdoor 

Recreation Project, Campground Rehabilita-

tion (Greenbrier County)

Marlinton/White Sulphur District Habi-

tat Improvement Projects, Culvert Replace-

ment on Forest Roads 296 and 298 in Laurel 

Run and Forest Road 999 in Williams River 

(Greenbrier and Pocahontas County)

Cranberry Wilderness Public Access Proj-

ect, Bridge Replacement at Tumbling Rock 

Run along Cranberry River (Nicholas and 

Pocahontas County)

Dolly Sods Wilderness Public Access Proj-

ect, Bridge Replacement over Red Creek 

(Grant, Randolph and Tucker County)

Tea Creek Mountain Trails Public Access 

Project, Trail Improvements (Grant, Green-

brier, Pocahontas, Randolph and Tucker 

County)

For updates about construction activities 

and safety alerts on Monongahela National 

Forest go to: https://www.fs.usda.gov/alerts/

mnf/alerts-notices/?aid=72282.

For additional information about Forest 

Service implementation of the Great Ameri-

can Outdoors Act, visit: https://www.fs.usda.

gov/managing-land/gaoa. This webpage also 

provides more details about funded projects 

across the Forest Service.

Overview of Proposed Pedestrian Bridge



  Page 7 – The Parsons Advocate – June 15, 2022

The Roma Restaurant on East Avenue in Thomas
By Joseph W. Dumire & Virginia Dilet-

toso DePollo

Tucker County Historical Society

In the heyday of Thomas, West Virginia 
from the 1930s into the 1940s, one of the 
best known restaurants in town was the 
Roma, owned and operated by Sam and 
Mary Dilettoso. Now more than 70 years 
since the restaurant closed, Virginia Dil-
ettoso DePollo, the 87-year old daughter 
of Sam and Mary, recalled her memories 
of the Roma in a 2019 letter she wrote. 
Here is her letter and several photos she 
provided.

I am Virginia Dilettoso DePollo, daugh-

ter of Sam and Mary Dilettoso. I am the 

youngest of fi ve (Pat, Carm, Jim, Rose and 

me), and was born July 2, 

1932 and lived in Thomas 

until I left to go into nursing 

in 1949. Rose (lives in Flor-

ida) and I are the only living 

children in our family, so I 

will give you as much infor-

mation as I can remember or 

have records of.

  I have no knowledge of 

who constructed the build-

ing housing the Roma Res-

taurant, or what business 

was in it. My parents started 

the Roma in the business 

section of “The Flats” about 

mid-way on Front Street. 

That was in 1932 during 

the depression. The busi-

ness was so successful they 

needed more space, so they 

bought a four-story building 

further up the street. It was 

completely renovated to 

become a much larger res-

taurant on the ground fl oor, 

a dance hall on the second 

fl oor and our home or resi-

dence was on the third and 

fourth.

The restaurant part of 

the Roma was furnished 

with a horseshoe counter 

in the center, with seats on 

both sides; booths lined the 

walls on both sides; a soda 

fountain in the middle of the 

counter as well as the ice 

cream machine. The kitchen 

was in the middle rear of 

the restaurant, as well as 

the steps to the family resi-

dence. A little to the right 

was the furnace, storage 

room and restrooms. To the 

far right was the stairway to 

the dance hall.

 Those working at the 

Roma on New Year’s Eve 

1940 included Sam Dilet-

toso, Kay Mona Propst, 

Jenny Vidmar, Nellie Fred-

erick, Jack Kight and Vir-

ginia Dilettoso DePollo. 

Virginia married John 

DePollo November 24, 

1960. He is the son of John 

DePollo, and grandson of 

Joe DePollo who started DePollo’s store 

which is now occupied by the Purple Fid-

dle. Joe DePollo built the new store build-

ing in 1912.

  We made our own ice cream three times 

a week. Everyone loved it and would come 

on those days for “soft serve”. The cream 

to do this came by rail freight from New 

Castle, PA and was delivered by Ed Breed-

love in 25-gallon cans. Taxi service was 

available at the Roma and was provided by 

Frank Gregory.

The Roma served breakfast and dinner. 

A sampling of the menu included: toast and 

coff ee 15 cents; ham and eggs with cof-

fee, tea or milk 35 cents; doughnuts 2 for 

5 cents; homemade pie 10 cents; 2 eggs, 

bacon or ham, toast with coff ee tea or milk 

50 cents; milk toast 15 cents; chops, pota-

toes, beans, salad, desert, drink 60 cents; 

T-bone steak with beans, potatoes, salad, 

desert and drink 85 cents; spaghetti, meat 

balls 35 cents; ice cream cones 5 cents; and 

a sundae was 10-15 cents.

I’m not sure when the restaurant closed. 

My father died in 1957. I’m guessing the 

restaurant closed in the late 1940’s (48 or 

49). While they were still in the restaurant 

my father started another business called 

the Roma Music Operators. He placed 

juke boxes and pin ball machines in other 

businesses. He had closed the restaurant 

but continued the music business until he 

died. Because of this business and with the 

restaurant closed they ran a used record 

shop in part of the fi rst fl oor, and after dad 

died my mother opened a lunch room in 

that space.

The second fl oor was a dance hall and 

game room. The bands were booked on 

weekends. Otherwise a jukebox was there. 

“The Midnighters” were there frequently. 

The hall was always full. Everyone loved 

to dance. Mura Cooper loved to dance at 

the Roma and managed the hotel on Front 

Street. Once a week the hall was used to 

play “Lucky”. This was a game like Bingo 

except your card read “Lucky”. 

Mom and dad were always at the Roma. 

Their children helped whenever possible. 

Mom did most of the cooking. Dad was a 

great PR man. They opened by 7:00 a.m. 

or earlier because mom made doughnuts 

every morning for the early workers who 

stopped for coff ee and doughnuts. She 

rested for a couple of hours in the after-

noon, then back in the kitchen for dinner 

and closing.

  Weekends were especially busy both in 

the dining room and the dance hall because 

the miners were off . During the WW II 

years they were extremely busy with so 

many soldiers coming into town from their 

mountain training. They served a lot of 

spaghetti and meatballs and T-bone steaks.

The building was sold to the Colabrese 

Brothers to be turned into a hardware store. 

When we moved out of our residence in 

the Roma building the third and fourth 

fl oors were converted into apartments. The 

building is now owned by Franz Harb and 

is occupied by his Thomas Yard fl ower 

shop.

This article appeared in the July 2019 
edition of the Tucker County Historical 
Society quarterly newsletter. The TCHS 
is a tax-exempt non-profi t organization 
under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code. It meets monthly in Par-
sons with membership open to anyone for 
annual dues of $10 mailed to PO Box 13, 
Hambleton, WV 26269.

Sam Dilettosso posing in front of the Roma Restaurant.

The wait staff  at the Roma. Left to right, Kay Mona Propst, Carmella Diletosso Nut-
ter, Louise Genantonio, Mary Diletosso (the letter-writer’s mother), Adaline Quattro 
DePollo, Ruth Watring.

In this 1926 view of part of the city of Thomas, the arrow shows the building that would become the home of the Roma Restaurant a few years 
after the photo was taken. The photo was originally owned by the late Joe Sagace who generously allowed it to be used by the historical 
society in articles about the town that Joe loved and where he spent his entire life of 88 years.

The writer of the letter, Virginia Dilettoso, then age 8, 
posing as little Miss New Year’s 1940 at the New Year’s 
Eve party at the Roma Restaurant, December 31, 1939. 
Note the banners about the game of “Lucky.”

Glotfelty Tire Center
Your Tire Superstore!

Just 30 minutes from Parsons on the Beverly 5-Lane.

We proudly carry

■ Tires ■ Forklifts ■ Loaders ■ Road Service
■ Tubes ■ Agriculture ■ Shocks/struts ■ Repairing
■ Retail ■ Excavators ■ WV Inspections ■ Retreading
■ Wholesale ■ Mining ■ Brakes ■ Great Prices
■ Two Computer Alignment Machines & ASE/N.I.A.T. Certified Mechanics

Call 304-635-0001
1080 Beverly Pike, S. Elkins

7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Friday
7 a.m. to Noon Saturday

D E A D L I N E  8 A M  M O N D A Y
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF PARSONS, TUCKER COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA

WATER SERVICE CUSTOMERS
Notice is hereby given that the City of Parsons, Tucker County, West Virginia, a municipal corporation, 

increase of water rates for customers of the water system operated by the City of Parsons, Tucker County, 
West Virginia.

ARTICLE 936
WATER TARIFF

CITY OF PARSONS, TUCKER COUNTY. WEST VIRGINIA WATER SYSTEM
AN ORDINANCE SETTING FORTH THE RATES, FEES, AND CHARGES 

FOR SERVICE TO CUSTOMERS OF THE WATER SYSTEM
OF THE CITY OF PARSONS.

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PARSONS HEREBY ORDAINS: The following rules, 

provided to all users of the City of Parsons Municipal Water Treatment Plant and Distribution 
System, commencing upon the effective date as hereinafter provided, and in accordance with the 
following rates and schedules.
RULES AND REGULATIONS

thereof hereafter made by said Commission.
SECTION 936.01 - WATER RATE SCHEDULES
 (a) Schedule (effective 45 days from passage)
   (1) Applicability
   Applicable to all residential, commercial, and industrial users in the entire area served.
  (2) Availability of Service
   Available for water service
  (3) Rates
   GALLONS USED PER MONTH PER 1,000 GALLONS
   First 2,000   $14.74
   Next 3,000   $12.82
   Next 5,000   $11.34
   Next 10,000   $8.95
   Next 30,000   $6.94

  (4) Minimum Charges
   METER SIZE  AMOUNT
   5/8”   $29.48
   1”   $55.00
   2”   $165.00
  (5) Security Deposit
   An initial security deposit for new service will be required equal to one-twelfth of the 
   annual estimated charge for residential service (based on 4.000 gallons or $55.12) or 
   one-sixth of the annual estimated charge for all other service.
  (6) Delayed Payment Penalty
   A 10% penalty shall be added to all charges not paid within 20 days from the date of the 
   billing. This delayed payment penalty is not interest and is to only be collected once for each 
   bill where it is applicable.
  (7) Connection Charge
   Charge of $600 or actual cost of installation, including materials and labor, whichever 
   is greater.
  (8) Reconnection Charge
   Charge of $25.00.
  (9) Returned Check Charge
   A service charge equal to the actual bank fee assessed to the city or a maximum of $25.00
   will be imposed upon any customer whose check for payment of charges is returned by their 

   which can be attributed to eligible leakage on the customer’s side of the meter. This rate 
   shall be applied to all such consumption above the customer’s historical average usage.
SECTION 936.02 - EFFECTIVE DATE

SECTION 936.03 - SEVERABILITY: REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES

be held void or unenforceable by the Public Service Commission of West Virginia or any court of 

resolutions, orders or parts thereof, the same shall remain in full force and effect.
SECTION 936.04 - STATUTORY NOTICE AND PUBLIC NEARING

week for (2) successive weeks within a period of fourteen (14) consecutive days, with at least six (6)

notice, and present any comment or protest thereto, following which hearing, Council shall take 

Monday through Friday, except holidays,
ORDINANCE READINGS AND PUBLIC HEARING 

    First Reading  June 7, 2022
    Second Reading June 21, 2022
    Third Reading and Public Hearing  July 2022
CITY OF PARSONS, a municipal corporation,

at said meeting.

passage, unless otherwise ordered by the Public Service Commission of West Virginia.
City of Parsons, a municipal corporation, by

Dorothy L. Judy, Mayor

L E G A L

Grant County Bank 
Appointments Dr. 
Cheryl Bennett to 
Board of Directors

Petersburg, WV— Grant 

County Bank announced 

that Dr. Cheryl Bennett 

has been appointed to the 

Grant County Bank Board 

of Directors, eff ective April 

14, 2022. 

Dr. Bennett is the owner 

of The Spectacle Family 

Eye Care in Petersburg, 

which opened in 2017. 

She also serves patients 

through offi  ces in Walmart 

locations in Buckhannon 

and Flatwoods. In October 

of 2021 she opened The 

Grove Café & Bakery in 

Petersburg. Dr. Bennett is 

a native of Tucker County, 

where she grew up on a 

dairy farm. She currently 

still resides in Tucker 

County.

Dr. Bennett did her 

undergraduate studies 

at WV Tech and gradu-

ated from the Pennsylva-

nia College of Optometry 

in 2000. Dr. Bennett has 

been a Board-Certifi ed 

Optometrist since 2000. In 

2021, she won the Walmart 

Optometrist Excellence in 

Patient Care Award for the 

4-state area of WV, MD, 

PA and VA.

George Ford, Grant 

County Bank President 

& CEO, said, “We are 

extremely pleased Dr. 

Bennett has agreed to join 

our board. We believe her 

knowledge and entrepre-

neurial spirit will be invalu-

able in assisting us with our 

eff orts to better serve both 

consumers and small busi-

ness clients.”

The Grant County Bank 

was chartered as a West 

Virginia state bank on 

August 6, 1902 and began 

operations on August 

15 with its fi rst offi  ce in 

Petersburg, WV. Our mis-

sion of providing fi nancial 

services and products to 

families, small businesses 

and the agricultural com-

munity has served both our 

customers and the bank 

well over the years.

Paugh celebrates 44 years at Cortland Acres

Ellen Paugh’s fi rst day at Cort-

land Acres was just a few months 

shy of the long-term skilled nursing 

facility’s grand opening in Thomas. 

Paugh began her full-time career at 

Cortland Acres on April 13, 1978, 

earning $2.65 an hour.

“I started working as an aide on 

the night shift, helping get rooms 

ready for residents to move in and 

packed up the rooms when residents 

were going home,” Paugh said. “My 

husband and I were starting a family, 

and I was fortunate to fi nd work close 

to home. The wages have improved 

dramatically throughout my 

44 years, plus Cortland Acres 

off ers profi t-sharing to the 

employees.”

Starting in June, Paugh will 

semi-retire and work part-

time. Cris Lambruno, direc-

tor of environmental services 

at Cortland Acres, said Paugh 

will be greatly missed by 

himself and other employees.

“I can’t thank Ellen enough 

for her service and dedica-

tion to Cortland Acres and its 

residents for so many years,” 

Lambruno said. “Her tasks 

in the environmental service 

department increased during 

COVID-19, but she never 

complained. She is a team 

player and a leader.”

Throughout the years 

Paugh’s family life and 

demands changed, and Cort-

land Acres changed with her.

“I worked with the dietary 

staff  for a while on second shift and 

later was able to transfer to the morn-

ing shift,” Paugh said. “For the past 

18 years, I’ve worked in housekeep-

ing. Cortland Acres allowed me to 

adjust my schedule so I could raise a 

family and have a full-time career at 

the same time.”

Paugh enjoyed working alongside 

her family members. Her late hus-

band, Herman, worked alongside 

her in the environmental services 

department, and her daughter cur-

rently works at Cortland Acres as a 

Certifi ed Nursing Assistant.

“My favorite part of the work is 

getting to talk with the residents and 

hearing their stories,” Paugh said. 

“They can be quite entertaining and 

amazing at times.”

Beth Clevenger, administrator of 

Cortland Acres, congratulated Paugh 

on her milestone and thanked her for 

the years of providing compassion-

ate care.

“Ellen is truly a valued employee, 

and we are fortunate to have had her 

as part of the Cortland Acres team 

since the facility opened its doors,” 

Clevenger said. “She is a role model 

for other employees and is always 

willing to lend a helping hand. We 

are grateful for her dedication and 

commitment to serving our residents 

for 44 years.” 

Cortland Acres recently imple-

mented an organizational-wide wage 

increase for its employees and is 

looking for new members to join its 

team. The skilled nursing facility has 

part-time and full-time openings for 

Registered Nurses (RNs), Licensed 

Practical Nurses (LPNs), Certifi ed 

Nursing Assistants (CNAs), Line 

Cook, Ward Clerk, Driver, and Tem-

porary Activities Director Assistant.

The Cortland Acres campus 

includes a 94-bed long-term care 

facility, inpatient and outpatient 

rehabilitation programs, rental apart-

ments in Pineview, and garden and 

patio homes in The Pines. For more 

information about available posi-

tions at Cortland Acres or informa-

tion on the facility, visit www.cort-

landacres.org or call 304-463-4181.

Cortland Acres recently celebrated long-
time employee Ellen Paugh’s milestone 
of 44 years. Paugh started working at the 
skilled nursing facility on April 13, 1978, 
the same year the facility opened its doors 
in Thomas.

This Week’s Submitted Photos

This week’s photo was taken, near Camp Horseshoe, by Carol Craver. 

Email photos, where it was taken and who took it to 
mikie@parsonsadvocate.com

DEADLINE 
8AM MONDAY
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NOTICE
ALL STATE PAVING Drive-
ways, parking lots, basket-
ball courts, resurfacing old 
asphalt, patchwork, seal 
coating – Machine laid and 
rolled – All Work guaranteed 
– Over 40 years experience 
– Licensed and insured- 
Competitive prices and dis-
counts – Free Estimates – 
304-472-8097.  WV014137.
LUMP HOUSE COAL. 
Adkins Home Center. 304-
478-2488 . 
CONTINUOUS GUTTER 
NOW IN STOCK ON A 
MOBILE UNIT. Adkins  
Home Center, Parsons. 
304-478-2488 
WATER WELL PUMPING 
SYSTEMS, SALES AND 
INSTALLATION.  Rowan 
Drilling WV004493  304-636-
5055; 304-940-6544

HELP WANTEDYARD SALE
HUGE YARD/BAKE SALE 
– 9 a.m. - ? Saturday, June 
18, at DeLeurere’s carport, 

Hendricks across from post 
offi  ce, look for signs.  Pep-
peroni rolls, brownies, pea-
nut butter fudge, pineapple 
upside down cake, lemon 
cake, furniture, many more 
items.  Everything must go 
rain or shine. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  

   

CAREER
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING!  Become a Medical Office 
Professional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work 
in months!  Call 877-635-0244. The 
Mission, Program Information and 
Tuition is located at CareerTechnical.
edu/consumer-information.  (M-F 8am-
6pm ET)

HEALTH/MEDICAL
LOOKING FOR ASSISTED LIVING, 
memory care, or independent living? A 
Place for Mom simplifies the process of 
finding senior living at no cost to your 
family. Call 1-888-918-8270  today!
STROKE AND CARDIOVASCULAR 
DISEASE are leading causes of death, 
according to the American Heart 
Association. Screenings can provide 
peace of mind or early detection! 
Contact Life Line Screening to 
schedule your screening. Special offer 
- 5 screenings for just $149. Call 1-855-
915-35623562 
DON’T LET THE STAIRS LIMIT YOUR 
MOBILITY! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-5113
PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRAT-
OR May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 833-274-3943
UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUARANTEED 
LIFE INSURANCE! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash to help pay 
funeral and other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 
888-217-5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv
DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258
APPLYING FOR SOCIAL SECURITY 

DISABILITY or Appealing a Denied 
Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our 
case managers simplify the process & 
work hard to help with your case.  Call 
1-844-448-0317 FREE Consultation. 
Local Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: 
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

INTERNET/TV
AT&T INTERNET. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 TB 
of data per month. Get More For Your 
High-Speed Internet Thing. Ask us 
how to bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc 
restrictions apply. Call us today 1-844-
358-7158.
4G LTE HOME INTERNET Now 
Available!  Get GotW3 with lightning 
fast speeds plus take your service 
with you when you travel!  As low as 
$109.99/mo! 833-586-1598
DIRECTV STREAM - The Best of Live 
& On-Demand On All Your Favorite 
Screens. CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. Stream on 20 
devices in your home at once. HBO 
Max included for 3 mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) No annual contract, 
no hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. 
Call IVS 1-855-656-0296
DISH NETWORK. $64.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch & 
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE 
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-736-4350
EARTHLINK HIGH SPEED INTERNET. 
As Low As $49.95/month (for the first 
3 months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber 
Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-866-305-7264
HUGHESNET SATELLITE INTERNET 
- 25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! Get 
More Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!  
FREE Standard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, Call 1-877-
567-2866

MISCELLANEOUS
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices - 

No payments for 18 months! Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior 
& Military Discounts available.  Call: 
844-601-2044
UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful 
New Blinds & Shades.  FREE in-home 
estimates make it convenient to shop 
from home. Professional installation.  
Top quality - Made in the USA.  Call for 
free consultation:  877-802-8381.  Ask 
about our specials!
SAFE STEP. NORTH AMERICA’S #1 
WALK-IN TUB. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off for 
a limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 1-844-803-
1282
HANDS ON THE RIVER MASSAGE, 
Geraldine Gardner, LMT, 3422 
Pennsylvania Ave., Charleston, WV. 
Call (304) 541-9139 for an appointment.  
PREPARE FOR POWER OUTAGES 
TODAY with a GENERAC home 
standby generator $0 Money Down + 
Low Monthly Payment Options Request 
a FREE Quote. Call now before the 
next power outage: 1-844-901-2301
THE GENERAC PWRCELL, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no obligation, 
quote today. Call 1-833-310-1895
ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEANING 
FOREVER! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-844-295-2840
WESLEY FINANCIAL GROUP, 
LLCTIMESHARE CANCELLATION 
EXPERTS Over $50,000,000 in 
timeshare debt and fees cancelled in 
2019. Get free informational package 
and learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 844-738-
0094 

West Virginia Statewide Classified Network
Featured in WVPA Newspapers Across West Virginia

Place YOUR statewide ad today any of three easy ways:

Call classifieds at this Newspaper
 

Or WVPA at 1-800-235-6881 or Visit www.wvpress.org

HELP WANTED
The Tucker County Senior Center 

is hiring for the position of Executive 
Director and Transportation Director.  

Please mail all letters of interest and 
resumes by June 30, 2022, to:

William Miller 
179 Sunnyside Lane
 Parsons, WV, 26287 

The City of Parsons is seeking a part-time fitness 
assistant at the Wellness 24 Fitness Center. This 
position will perform administrative duties, 
supervise the fitness center during scheduled  shift, 
provide  assistance with fitness center programs 
and services, conduct new member orientations 
including fitness center tours, perform facility 
and equipment cleaning/maintenance processes, 
take inventory and order supplies, stock vending 
machines, and other duties assigned by supervisor. 
Evening and weekend availability is required. 
Applicants must be at least 18 years of age and 
have a high school diploma or equivalent. Before 
making a job offer ,  the  candidate must consent to 
a criminal background  check as  well as  a  drug and 
alcohol test.  The pay rate for this position is $10.00 
per hour with no fringe benefits.

Applications are available at the Parsons Business 
Office, located in the Charles W. “Bill” Rosenau 
Municipal Building, 341 Second Street, Parsons, 
West Virginia, from 8:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. (EDT), 
Monday through Friday, except holidays.

All applications must be received by 4:00 P.M. 
(EDT) on Tuesday, June 21, 2022.

The City of Parsons is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City 
will provide reasonable accommodation to qualified individuals.

PART-TIME FITNESS ASSISTANT

HELP WANTED

I have before me the accounts of the Executor or Administrator of 
the estates of the following deceased persons:

Deceased  Personal Representative(s)
Melvin Maurice Hanlin Cathie Lawrence
1st publication 6/8/22 11 Morrell Way
2nd publication 6/15/22 Davis, WV 26260
  And
 Greg Hanlin
 95 Helmick Rd.
 Thomas, WV 26292

must make a complaint to the Tucker County Commission, Tucker 
County Clerk, 211 First St., Suite 205, Parsons, WV. Any person ob-

service of the notice, whichever is later.
ATTEST: SHERRY SIMMONS, TUCKER COUNTY CLERK

L E G A L

CLASSIFIEDS FOR AS LITTLE AS

FIVE DOLLAR$
CALL 304�478�3533

CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 SellingWalk-In Tub
        Featuring our Free Shower Package

Call today and receive a

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Call Toll-Free 
1-844-803-1282

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with 
any previous walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. 

No cash value.Must present offer at time of purchase.

1-844-803-1282
Call Today for Your Free Shower Package

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 

WITH APPROVED 
CREDIT

Now you can fi nally have all 
of the soothing benefi ts of a 
relaxing warm bath, or enjoy 
a convenient refreshing shower 
while seated or standing 
with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s 
FREE Shower Package!

First walk-in tub available with 
a customizable shower

Fixed rainfall shower head is 
adjustable for your height and pivots 
to off er a seated shower option

High-quality tub complete 
with a comprehensive lifetime 
warranty on the entire tub

Top-of-the-line installation 
and service, all included at one 
low, aff ordable price

Now you can have the best of 
both worlds–there isn’t a better, 
more aff ordable walk-in tub!

SPECIAL OFFER

Our service is at no cost to you, as we’re paid by 
our participating communities and providers.

Find the right senior living option 
for your mom or dad with our  
free personalized process

1-888-918-8270
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Meals ready at 4:00 preorders will be accepted on FB until Thursday 

at 9:00 pm. After that all orders will need to be in person at PVFD.
Call 304-642-3433 for info.
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Cortland Acres and Helpers
The Tucker County Senior Citizens wish to give the Board of Directors, the 
Administration and the cooks at Cortland Acres a sincere thank you for helping 
us in our time of need.  Because of your help we only missed providing three 
meals in the month of May to our seniors on the Mountain Top.  Those seniors 
who received those meals especially wish to thank you for your caring and 
kindness.  We want to thank The Family Resource Network for helping to deliver 
the meals.  Also, thanks to Katie Russel who helped deliver meals.  We wish 
to thank Kathy Thomas who helped deliver meals and rode with several of the 
drivers to show them where to deliver the meals.

The Tucker County Seniors wish to thank Jess Wamsley, her husband, Scott, 
John McVicker and Eric Spencer for getting our new stove installed.

Thank You All,
Tucker County Senior Citizens

 Grant, Hardy and Tucker County Students Win Big in BRITE Challenge STEM Competition

Schools Use STEM Equipment to 
Inspire Tomorrow’s Leaders

MOOREFIELD, W.Va.— Eastern West 

Virginia Community and Technical Col-

lege, in partnership with the National Youth 

Science Center, awarded over $13,000 to 

middle and high school students at the fi rst 

annual BRITE Challenge.  

Held on May 6 at the National Youth Sci-

ence Center in Davis, the challenge show-

cased 19 teams’ Business Startup Ideas or 

STEM Innovations inspired by state-of-the-

art equipment donated to classrooms as part 

of Eastern’s Makerspace Project, which was 

implemented in the 2021-2022 school year.  

More than 60 students in fi fth through 

12th grades presented their innovative ideas 

to a panel of fi ve experienced entrepreneurs 

and educators. An overall grand prize was 

awarded for each category, along with fi rst-, 

second- and third-place winners across four 

diff erent age groups. 

The grand prize in the STEM Innovation 

category was awarded to Hannah Hamric, 

Mackenzie Kitzmiller and Jacob Jones from 

Petersburg High School, who proposed to 

create smart devices to assist blind people 

in navigating to their desired destination.

In the Business Startup Idea category, 

William Wojtowic, from Moorefi eld High 

School, received the grand prize for a pro-

posed gaming company called Infi nite 

Gaming. The mission of the gaming com-

pany is to build and sell high-end custom 

gaming computers at an aff ordable price.

“I really enjoyed observing the enthusi-

asm, potential and talent of the next genera-

tion” stated Victoria Weeks, former science 

media producer and fi lmmaker for NASA 

who sat on the judicial panel alongside 

retired Delta Force Colonel and mayor of 

Davis, Alan Tomson. 

“It was a privilege to do the judging,” 

Tomson said. “I continue to be impressed 

by today’s youth.”

The MakerSpace project has donated 

equipment such as 3D printers, CNC rout-

ers, drones, coding robots and renewable 

energy demonstration kits to schools in the 

Potomac Highlands region over the last 

year. After being trained to use the equip-

ment by Maker Fellow Maya Paul, teach-

ers worked with their students to generate 

innovative and entrepreneurial ideas using 

the latest technologies made available to 

them in the BRITE Challenge.

“My students loved being part of the 

competition,” stated Linda Carlson, science 

teacher at Petersburg High School. “I really 

appreciate the opportunities the Maker-

Space project brought them and me as their 

teacher.” 

The MakerSpace project is supported 

with funding from the Claude Worthington 

Benedum Foundation.

“We are very appreciative of the Claude 

Worthington Benedum Foundation, which 

has allowed us to provide support to 

empower educators with handson technolo-

gies in the classroom to advance student 

learning, inspire creativity, and engage in 

the possibility for these students to become 

future entrepreneurs,” said Megan Webb, 

Eastern’s Dean of Advancement and Con-

tinuing Education. “We’ve really made a 

positive impact on students by encouraging 

them to develop innovations to solve prob-

lems and launch their educational pathway 

and future career.” 

In addition to providing equipment to 

schools in the Potomac Highlands, 3D 

printers have been donated to public librar-

ies in Grant, Hardy, Hampshire, Mineral, 

Pendleton, and Tucker counties.  

“MakerSpace helps provide the bridge on 

applying academic knowledge to solving 

real-world problems,” said Robert Burns, 

Director of Non-Profi ts at Eastern. “By hav-

ing these programs in our school systems, 

we are creating the future workforce and 

leaders that will create the communities in 

which we will live and thrive.”

Gooden and Hicks Make All-State 
Honorable Mention List   

The WV Sports Writ-

ers announced the Class 

“A” Softball All-State 

members on Tuesday 

June 7th.  Tucker County 

Softball Seniors Chey-

enne Gooden and Kris-

ten Hicks made the All-

State Honorable Mention 

selection.  Gooden and 

Hicks led the Lady Mt. 

Lions in many categories 

at the plate this season.  

Tucker County fell to 

State Runner-Up Peters-

burg in the Sectional 

Final.

Pictured right: Tucker 
County Softball Seniors 
Cheyenne Gooden(left) 
and Kristen Hicks(right) 
were selected to the Class 
“A” All-State Honorable 
Mention List on June 7th.  
Photo by Dave Helmick.

TUCKER COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER 
304-478-6232 304-704-4405

Sponsored by Mountain Valley Bank

Parsons to Host Free 
Courtroom Drama 

On Saturday, July 16, from 1:30 to 

4 p.m., Friends of Blackwater, Tucker 

County ArtSpring, and the  Tucker 

County Historical Society will present 

a free, live, family-friendly, community 

history program titled “Shootout at the 

Depot” at the Tucker County Court-

house in Parsons.

This exciting program tells the true 

story of an 1890s gunfight in Parsons -- 

and the sensational trial that followed.  

The costumed community presenters 

will include Tucker County Commis-

sioner Lowell Moore, County Pros-

ecuting Attorney Savannah Wilkins, 

attorney Pat Nichols, William Peterson, 

Cindy Kolsun, Sarah Fletcher, Elaine 

George, Debbie McHenry, and Casey 

Rucker. 

“Shootout at the Depot” is based on 

the book “The Industrialist and the 

Mountaineer: the Eastham-Thompson 

Feud and the Struggle for West Vir-

ginia’s Timber Frontier” by WVU Pro-

fessor Ronald L. Lewis.  It tells how a 

Canaan Valley landowner faced a jury 

for killing a wealthy sawmill operator 

in 1897.  In the “Shootout” program, the 

audience plays the part of the jury!

The program will begin at 1:30 p.m. 

at the Old Courthouse in Parsons with 

live music.  There will also be expert 

historical commentary by WVU Profes-

sor Hal Gorby.  A reception after the 

program will be from 3 – 4 p.m. at the 

Parsons Depot, just across the street 

from the Courthouse.

Admission is free; you can reserve 

seats at https://saveblackwater.org/

events/shootout-at-the-depot/. 

For more information, visit https://

saveblackwater.org; e-mail info@save-

blackwater.org; or call 304-345-7663 

or 304-541-4494. The program is pre-

sented with support from the West Vir-

ginia Humanities Council.
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